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Dedication

In 1985 I experienced my first pilgrimage to Israel, where I met
my tour guide, Gideon Shor, who has served as my main guide
during my thirty-one trips to the Holy Land. Gideon is a master
at explaining Jewish history, customs, and culture and blending
them with his superior knowledge of the Bible. His on-location
teaching birthed a spiritual hunger within me to understand the
Hebraic roots of the Christian faith.

Since 1985 I have spent literally thousands of hours
swimming into the deep river of Hebraic understanding to
bridge the Jewish knowledge of God and the Torah with the
Christian understanding of the New Testament. I learned that
the roots of Christianity run deep in Hebraic soil. This book,
Breaking the Jewish Code, is the fruit of those many years of
research concerning amazing spiritual, practical, and life-
changing revelations of the Torah Code. They have been
followed by observant Jews who have preserved them through
centuries of tribulation, bringing them back to Israel after
nineteen hundred years. Believing Gentiles can now
understand how these codes not only apply to Jews—but are
also a part of our own root systemand spiritual development.
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Introduction

Those studying biblical prophecy in the late 1930s believed an
evil power of darkness had been unleashed in Europe. A
charismatic German dictator and tyrant named Adolf Hitler, like
a demon on assignment, was initiating his “solution” to the
world’s problems by planning what historians would later
identify as the Jewish Holocaust. To Jews, especially those in
Europe, the word Nazi brings a haunting image of death trains
on which Jewish families took their last ride before stepping
into eternity. Others visualize ghostly images of concentration
camps where starving Jews’ physical frames resembled
skeletons covered with a layer of skin as they shivered on cold,
splintered bunks. Like sheep going to slaughter, many would
be marched to gas chambers created to resemble innocent
stalls of showers. To Hitler, all problems in the world were
caused by the Jews. Americans did not believe this lie,
according to the Miami Daily News. It published a blistering
message to the Nazis in their paper:

A Nazi who has syphilis must not allow himself to be
cured by Salvarsan, because it is the discovery of the
Jew, Ehrlich. He must not even take steps to find out
whether he has syphilis, because the Wasserman



reaction used for the purpose is the discovery of a
Jew. . .. A Nazi who has heart disease must not use
digitalis, which use in heart disease was developed
by a Jew, Ludwig Trabo. . . . Typhus must not be
treated, for he will have to benefit by discoveries of
Jews, Widall and Weill. If he has diabetes, he must
not use insulin, because of the research work of a
Jew, Minkowsky. If he has a headache, he must shun
ovarmidon and antipyrin, discovered by Spiro and
Eiloge. Anti-Semites who have convulsions must put
up with them for it was a Jew, Oscar Leibreach, who
thought of using chloral hydrate. . .. 1

When 1948 arrived, the world was missing six million Jews,
including 1.5 million innocent children who had perished
during the Nazi “Final Solution.” Most Holocaust survivors
were without a permanent home, had few if any possessions,
and had watched their paintings, antiques, gold and silver
jewelry, and money being seized by Hitler’s godless goons.
The survivors had one flame of hope burning in the void of
their spirits—a homeland in Palestine. On May 14, 1948, at
midnight, the British Mandate over Palestine ended, and a new
Jewish nation with the name Israel was resurrected from the
grave of history.

There is a famous story in which the German kaiser asks
Bismarck, “Can you prove the existence of God?”

Bismarck replied, “The Jews, your majesty, the Jews.”2

The Jews comprise less than 1 percent of the world’s
population, yet 176 Nobel Prize winners have been Jews.3



Twenty-five percent of the organizations receiving the Nobel
Peace Prize were founded or cofounded by Jews.4 While 67
percent of American high school graduates attend college,5 80
percent of Jewish high school graduates go to college,6 with 23
percent attending Ivy League schools.7 Studies have shown
the Ashkenazi Jews (those from Northern Europe) are highly
intelligent with a verbal IQ of 117-1258 and score 1215 points
higher than Gentile groups, thought to be accredited to two
thousand years of emphasizing verbal scholarship.9 The
number-one-rated economically productive small group is
Israeli-Americans, who are “seven times more likely to have the
highest concentration of higher incomes and lowest rate of
dependency upon public assistance.”10

Some identify these phenomena as a genius factor, and
others as some mysterious success factor deep in the Jewish
culture that fosters such accomplishments. From a spiritual
perspective, the ancient Hebrew shepherd Moses gave us the
Torah, and inspired Hebrew prophets penned the Old
Testament scriptures. The majority of writers in the New
Testament, along with the founder of Christianity, were raised
and educated in Jewish families. Historically, the Jewish people
have been both the most successful and the most persecuted
of any ethnic group on earth. Their business expertise has
exalted them to the highest positions in the global business
community, producing top lawyers, skilled doctors and
surgeons, and successful civic leaders.

They are the only people who were 1,939 years without a
nation, a united language, or a capital. Yet today they have
returned to their original land (Israel), speak their original



language (Hebrew), and pray at their original -capital
(Jerusalem). I call this unique ability the Jewish DNA of
success and survival—and it all began with one man,
Abraham.

Abraham the “Hebrew” (Gen. 14:13) left the city of Ur (in
Mesopotamia) with his wife, Sarah, and numerous servants,
settling in a large, desolate, desert land called Canaan. He dug
wells, built a massive livestock portfolio, amassed commodities
in gold and silver, and eventually turned the barren landscape
into a blossoming desert. He made peace with surrounding
tribes, who honored him as a man of God (Gen. 20). Over four
hundred years later, the descendants of Abraham had
produced six hundred thousand men of war (Exod. 12:37) who
marched out of Egypt to reclaim the land called Israel, which
God promised Abraham’s children they would possess (Gen.
15:18).

This piece of Middle East real estate was named “Israel” in
recognition of the new name God gave to Abraham’s grandson
Jacob (Gen. 32:28). After the Israelites left Egypt, they arrived
at the Promised Land, dividing it among nine and a half tribes
who settled in the land, leaving two and a half tribes (Reuben,
Gad, and half of Manasseh [Josh. 22:9]) on the east side of the
Jordan River. The Israelites were marked as God’s covenant
people, and their daily guide for living was the Torah, the first
five books in our Bible, written during Moses’s forty years in
the wilderness. This divine revelation became the God Code
for social, moral, ceremonial, sacrificial, and civil laws and
requirements that would forge the Hebrews’ living standards
and mold their moral ethics. By following this rule book o}



heaven, the Hebrew nation would enjoy abundance and
success, and they would rise in influence above the
surrounding tribes and nations.

Devout religious Jews, often identified as Torah-observant
Jews, have followed God’s Torah Code for thirty-five centuries,
enriching their personal lives, families, health, and, in many
instances, their finances. For centuries, Gentile Christians have
ignored or simply not studied the many important practical
applications of the Torah Code. Many of its truths are actually
important for our time, such as the significance of physical rest
one day a week, the importance of eating the proper types of
food, the blessing of moral standards, and the life cycles for
raising children. We need to examine these codes to
understand why devout Jews often build strong families, live
long lives, and celebrate life.

Books have been written about Jewish wealth and why Jews
have been successful, but many secular books leave out the
significance of the Torah and the covenant as the spring from
which all Jewish blessings flow. The purpose of Breaking the
Jewish Code is to discover the hidden secrets encoded in the
Torah, the Abrahamic covenant, and the divine revelations in
the Old Testament that have molded Jewish thinking and
lifestyles, making the Jews an undefeatable people, a blessed
ethnic group, and a nation that survives against all odds.

Devout, religious Jews understand God’s laws, and
Christians understand God’s grace. Both have knowledge of
the Almighty’s covenant book, the Bible. Rabbis have amazing
knowledge of the Torah and the Prophets, which Christians call
the Old Testament and Jews call the Tanakh.11 Christians



understand the twenty-seven books identified as the New
Testament. By merging the rivers of knowledge and building a
bridge of understanding, Christians will comprehend the Torah
mysteries, and Jews will understand the redemptive covenant
established by Christ and experienced and taught in the
Christian faith.

It is my desire that unlocking these twelve Jewish codes will
reveal fresh insight and practical illumination that will enlighten
Gentile believers’ understanding of the divine revelations God
gave to the Jewish people. Many aspects of the Torah Code
can provide important instruction for practical, daily living,
including keys to wealth, health, celebrating life cycles, and
raising successful and gifted children. Let’s unlock the code.

—Perry Stone

Note to readers:

The terms Jewish and Hebraic are used throughout the
book. I use the terms Jew and Jewish in a contemporary sense,
alluding to the natural descendants of Abraham from a Jewish
family or a person who has a Jewish mother. The term Hebrew
will be used to allude to the early patriarchs of the Jewish faith,
and Hebraic in relation to the customs, traditions, and culture
of the Israelites and early Jewish people. Judaism is identified
as the religion and culture of the Jewish people.

I will not be following the Jewish custom of writing God’s
name G-d, as this is often confusing to Gentile readers. Also I
have used b.c. to identify time frames before Christ and a.d.
(Latin for anno Domini) meaning “in the year of the Lord,” as a
time frame following Christ’s birth. These are the time frames



most readers will be familiar with. Jews will use BCE, meaning
“before the common era,” and ce, meaning “of the common

”

era.



Chapter 1: Living by Heaven’s Rule Book
Code 1:
Devout Jews have known and lived by the God
Code in the Torah.

And Moses called all Israel, and said to them:
“Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments
which I speak in your hearing today, that you
may learn them and be careful to observe them.
The Lord our God made a covenant with us in
Horeb. ... The Lord talked with you face to face
on the mountain from the midst of the fire.”
—Deuteronomy 5:1-2, 4

For twenty-five centuries, messages from heaven were scarce.
From the time when God created Adam until the revealing of
the Torah (the Bible’s first five books) to Moses is slightly
over twenty-five hundred years. After Adam was expelled from
Eden, intimate, face-to-face communication between God and
man ceased. Occasionally, God revealed a plan or His will
through a vision or a dream. The first reference to a vision in
the Scripture is Genesis 15:1: “ . . . the word of the Lord came to



Abram in a vision.” Later, God spoke to Abraham’s
descendants in dreams and occasional angelic visitations (Gen.
31:10; 37:5). From Adam to Moses, men possessed no written
revelation from God except one incident recorded by the Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus. This ancient writer records a
prophetic revelation that Adam received, passing it on to his
son Seth. Speaking of the sons of Seth, Josephus wrote:

They also were the inventors of that peculiar sort of
wisdom which is concerned with the heavenly
bodies, and their order. And that their inventions
might not be lost before they were sufficiently
known, upon Adam’s prediction that the world was
to be destroyed at one time by the force of fire, and at
another time by the violence and quantity of water,
they made two pillars, the one of brick, the other of
stone: they inscribed their discoveries on them both,
that in case the pillar of brick should be destroyed by
the flood, the pillar of stone might remain, and exhibit
these discoveries to mankind; and also inform them
that there was another pillar of brick erected by them.
Now this remains in the land of Siriad to this day.1l

This prediction of two global catastrophes is one of the first
known written prophecies. For ten generations from Adam to
Noah, information was passed down orally, by word of mouth.
In pre-Flood times, men lived very long lives—between 365
and 969 years (Gen. 5:23, 27), giving them the ability to pass
down information from generation to generation. Ten more



generations passed from Noah’s son Shem to Abraham.
Twenty generations after Adam’s failure, God selected
Abraham to birth a new nation and become God’s covenant
representative on Earth. The children of Abraham, identified
early as Israelites, would carry the name children of Israel and
later be identified globally as Jews.2

Abraham was first called a Hebrew in Genesis 14:13. It is the
word [vri, meaning, “one from the other side,” alluding to God
bringing Abraham from Ur (the other side of the river
Euphrates) to the Promised Land. Abraham, at age one
hundred, and Sarah, at age ninety, bore Sarah’s only son, Isaac
(Gen. 21:5). Isaac, whose Hebrew name Yitzchak means
“laughter,” would marry at age forty (Gen. 25:20), and his wife,
Rebekah, would birth twins, Esau and Jacob (Gen. 25:25-26).
God Himself eventually changed Jacob’s name to Israel.
Jacob’s twelve sons would produce offSpring, growing into
twelve tribes, becoming the nation of Israel.

Moving Them Out to Move Them In

To survive a massive famine, Jacob’s family loaded the
wagons, traveled to Egypt, and settled in a region in Egypt
called Goshen (Gen. 45:10). After several hundred years, Israel
grew into a multitude, striking fear in the heart of a new
Egyptian king who was concerned that the Hebrew men could
eventually overrun the Egyptian empire. The Hebrew people
were forced into slavery to build treasure cities for the
Egyptians (Exod. 1:11).

The time came for God to move themout of Egypt and move



theminto the Promised Land. Thus, along came Moses! As a
newborn infant, he survived a death threat against the
Hebrews’ firstborn sons by being hid in a basket. Pharaoh’s
daughter discovered the floating ark among the reeds of the
Nile River. She chose to adopt the baby as her own, and for
forty years Moses was raised in Pharaoh’s palace and
educated in Egyptian art and military. He wore an Egyptian
uniform but carried a Hebrew’s heart, as demonstrated when he
killed a fellow Egyptian for beating a Hebrew slave (Exod. 2:11—
12). Fearing Egyptian retaliation, Moses fled from Egypt into
the Midian desert. The baby who survived in a basket was now
himself a forty-year-old basket case!

After forty years of watching his father-in-law’s sheep,
Moses received a revelation at a burning bush (Exod. 3:2).
Being raised in Egypt, Moses had been familiar with Ra, the
Egyptian sun god; Apis, the bull god of prosperity; Amun;
Ptah; Khnum; Aten; and numerous other Egyptian gods and
goddesses.3 When the Almighty spoke to Moses from the
bush, Moses asked, “Who are You?” Before the day
concluded, Moses had met the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. The instructions were clear: bring Israel out of Egypt
back to the Promised Land.

Returning to Egypt, Moses and his brother, Aaron,
witnessed ten plagues that were an assault against the ten
major gods of Egypt. On the fifteenth of Nissan, Moses
directed six hundred thousand men and an estimated total of
1.5 million people, counting women and children, across the
Red Sea into the wilderness. This exodus was the beginning of
God preparing a people and preparing to reveal for the first time



a message from heaven that would be written down for all men
to read and see.

The God Code Revelation

Fifty days after departing Egypt, Moses ascended to the top of
Mount Sinai in the Arabian Desert and returned forty days
later with the most detailed message from God in mankind’s
history (Exod. 24:16-18). The words, carved on stone tablets,
were spoken from God in the same fashion as when a secretary
types a letter, word for word, for her boss. Later, the
instructions were penned by scribes using large animal skin
scrolls. Called the Torah (meaning “teaching”), these
instructions were the rule book of heaven, revealed to the
Hebrew people.

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on
the mountain and be there; and I will give you tablets
of stone, and the law and commandments which 1
have written, that you may teach them.”

—Exodus 24:12

The Torah (called the Pentateuch in Greek) consists of the
first five books in the Bible, which were all written by Moses
during his forty-year wilderness journey with the children of
Israel. Each handwritten Torah scroll contains 79,847 words
and 847,304,805 individual Hebrew letters.4 The themes of
these five books are as follows:



e Genesis is the history of creation to the
time when the twelve sons of Jacob and
their families went down to Egypt.

o Exodus is the call of Moses, the departure
from Egypt, and the establishment of the
priesthood and tabernacle.

o Leviticus details the sacrificial,
ceremonial, and moral laws of God and
instructions for following them.

e Numbers details a census of the twelve
tribes and the failures of the nation to obey
God in the wilderness.

e Deuteronomy is a summary of Israel’s
wanderings, new guidelines, and prophecies
about Israel’s future.

While the Torah contains history, much of it reveals specific
guidelines and instruction for spiritual, social, and moral living;
sacrificial procedures; and ceremonial applications. The divine
instructions in the Torah are often divided into four categories:
the law, the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments.
Students of Scripture often merge these four divisions into one
package and call it the Law of Moses or the Law of God. 1t is
God’s law given to Moses, but, more importantly, it is the
revealed mind of the Creator concerning how His people



should live, treat one another, eat, and think, and how to be
successful in the journey of life. This was literally the God
Code.

One tribe fromamong the sons of Jacob, Levi, was chosen to
teach this code and pass it from generation to generation.
Jacob’s son Levi, whose name means “joined,” was the third
son of Jacob’s wife Leah (Gen. 29:34). Levi became a
“connecter,” helping join the Israclites to God. When the
tabernacle of Moses was constructed, the Levites were the full-
time ministers, directed by the high priest Aaron and his sons,
all of whom were Levites. This tribe carried a unique God gene,
as proven in recent DNA testing. Human DNA is called a
genetic book of life that encodes detailed information linked to
human physical development. Your looks, personality,
strengths or handicaps, and much more are encoded in your
DNA. A number of Jewish men living in Israel had a special
genetic test conducted, proving they were from the lineage of
the ancient Hebrew priesthood. The gene test was developed
by an American geneticist in 1997. Geneticists began studying
variations in the Y chromosome from 306 Jewish men, including
106 self-identified Kohanim from Israel, Canada, and England.5

The Hebrew word for priests is Kohanim. If a Jewish person
has the sumame Levi, Levee, or Levin, it indicates they are
linked to the tribe of Levi. If their Jewish surnames are Cohen,
Kahn, Kane, or a similar variation, the name indicates a
connection to the ancient priest, although not all men with
such surnames are Kohanim. David Goldstein reported that of
seventeen Kohanim tested in Israel, thirteen tested positive
with  this priestly gene.6 Researchers also tested three



thousand Jewish men froma tribe in India and another group in
Africa. Several men in each group have tested positive for this
priestly DNA gene.

The amazing success of Jewish people has been a mystery
pondered and studied for many generations. Of the many
books and articles written, many ignore or omit the central
heart of all Judaism—studying, reading, and following the
Torah Code. The Torah reveals detailed information that, when
followed, can help extend your life, increase physical health,
bring emotional stability, build strong families, and provide
wisdom for wealth opportunities.

How Much Do You Know?

You can’t follow what you can’t see, can’t listen to what
you’ve never heard, and can’t obey what you don’t know. The
Orthodox Jews and children of religious Jews are taught to
read, learn, and observe the Torah, along with the Talmud.Z
From an early age, children become familiar with the
ceremonies, rituals, and precepts in this Torah Code. The
Gentile Christian community has, for the most part, remained
uninformed concerning the many amazing discoveries and
principles for practical living revealed in the Torah. Most
believers who attend church hear messages from the four
Gospels or the New Testament epistles. Occasionally, ministers
preach from Genesis or mention the Exodus, but they seldom
expound on the everyday moral and social instruction found in
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

Yet, the very founding documents of America, including the



Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of
Rights, are national documents that have moral principles
founded in the Torah. America’s Founding Fathers and original
leaders were very much aware of the consequences of
disobeying the Word of God. Therefore, special emphasis was
placed upon the commandments of God in the first five books
of the Bible. Just because Christians teach from the New
Testament, or New Covenant, does not indicate that God
changed His moral commandments to accommodate liberal
thinkers of future generations. In other words, God continues
to require obedience to His commandments, even though they
originate in the Old Testament.

First, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God” (2 Tim.
3:16). Some Christians are unaware of the numerous times New
Testament writers quote directly from the Tanakh—what
Christians call the Old Testament. When the four Gospels,
Book of Acts, and epistles mention the “Scriptures,” they are
referring to the Torah, the Prophets, and writings (wisdom
literature) of the Old Testament. (See Luke 24:27; Acts 17:2; 2
Timothy 3:15.) The twenty-seven books of the New Testament
were not compiled in book form until the fourth century. Today
there are sixty-six books in the English translation of the Bible.
However, “all Scripture”—both the Tanakh (Old Testament)
and the New Testament—is inspired.

Some liberal Christians reject the entire Old Testament,
especially the Torah, as an outdated, primitive document. Part
of this misunderstanding stems froma verse that says, “Do not
think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not
come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till



heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no
means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” (Matt. 5:17-18).
Jesus did not destroy the Law, but He fulfilled messianic
predictions and the types and shadows that were hidden in the
Law of the prophesied Messiah. He was the “Lamb of God”
(John 1:29) crucified near the time of Passover, which fulfilled
the image of the Passover lamb offered in Exodus 12. Christ
hung on a cross between heaven and Earth, similar to Moses’s
brass serpent on the pole in Numbers 21 (John 3:14). The
sacrifice of the red heifer in Numbers 19 speaks of wood,
hyssop, and scarlet, which were used during this ancient ritual.
All three items were part of the crucifixion of Christ fifteen
hundred years later. (See John 19:17, 29; Matthew 27:28.) So
how does a person equate the New Testament fulfillment of
parts of the Torah with the practical moral and social
commandments that we should continue following today?
Understanding the Torah’s three main codes helps us to
understand what was fulfilled through Christ and what remains
intact.
The Torah Code can be divided into three main categories:

1. The sacrificial code
2. The ceremonial code
3. The judicial-moral code

The Sacrificial Code

Animal sacrifices were initiated after the fall of Adam. God cut



the skins from two animals, covering the nakedness of Adam
and Eve (Gen. 3:21). Noah, Abraham, and Jacob built stone
altars from which they offered sacrifices during their lifetimes.
By Moses’s time, the sacrificial offerings atoned for the sins of
the priests and the Israelites. Blood sacrifices were important
since “the life of the flesh is in the blood” (Lev. 17:11). An
innocent victim was offered in place of the guilty. Each offering
was a preview of the final and ultimate sacrifice that would
complete the redemption process once and for all.

At Passover, the Hebrews discovered the protective and
redemptive power of the lamb’s blood (Exod. 12). The three
marks on the outer door of the Hebrew homes restrained the
death angel from entering the houses. The blood of a lamb
defeated the destroying angel in the same manner that the
blood of God’s lamb, Jesus Christ, would also defeat the power
of death (Rev. 12:11).

The sacrificial code included a lamb in the moming and in
the evening, and bulls, rams, goats, pigeons, and turtledoves
for sin, trespass, thanksgiving, and atonement offerings. (See
the Book of Leviticus.) It is clear that the sacrificial requirement
of the animal offerings in the Torah was fulfilled through the
complete and vicarious sufferings of Christ. His death provided
forgiveness from our sins and trespasses. Christ fulfilled the
pattern of the sacrifices through His death on Calvary. There is
now no more need for sacrificial animal blood (Heb. 9:11-12).
Thus the secrets of the sacrificial code were unlocked through
Christ.



The Ceremonial Code

The second facet of the Law is the ceremonial division. These
ceremonies include seven yearly festivals known as the seven
feasts. The English names are:

e Passover

¢ Unleavened Bread
o Firstfruits

¢ Pentecost

o Trumpets

o Day of Atonement
o Tabernacles

These seven are celebrated each year at specific appointed
times on the Jewish calendar. Other ceremonies and special
seasons included a weekly Sabbath of rest (Exod. 20:10), new
moon celebrations (Ps. 81:3), and Jubilee rest cycles (Lev. 25:9—
52). Throughout time, other major events in the history of the
Jews would be remembered and added to these yearly festivals.

Paul wrote that these unique biblical celebrations and
ceremonies were all a preview (a shadow) of the coming
Messiah and His kingdom:

So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or
regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,
which are a shadow of things to come, but the
substance is of Christ.



—Colossians 2:16-17

The chart below reveals how the Exodus Passover was a
detailed preview of what would occur fifteen hundred years
later at Christ’s crucifixion.

The Old Testament Passover The Crucifixion of Jesus on Passover

A lamb was taken into the house on the Jesus entered the temple on the tenth of
tenth of Aviv. Aviv.

The lamb was a young male without Pilate “ found no fault [blemish]” in
blemish. Christ.

The lamb was examined for four days.  Jesus was tested by leaders for four days.

The lamb was slaughtered on the Jesus was crucified on the fourteenth of
fourteenth of Aviv. Aviv.

The lamb was killed at 3:00 p.m. Jesus died at 3:00 p.m. (the ninth hour,
(between the evenings). Mark 15:25-38).

The lamb was tied to a wooden pole. Jesus was crucified on a wooden cross.

Pentecost is identified as the time when Moses received the
Law on Mount Sinai and Israel became married to God. The
first Pentecost was a reflection of the future Day of Pentecost
when the Holy Spirit came and the church was bomn in
Jerusalem.

The Pentecost in Moses’s Time (Exod. The Pentecost in Peter’s Time (Acts
19) 2)

God spoke in seventy languages so all They spoke in the tongues of sixteen
could hear. nations.

Moses was on Mount Sinai. Believers were on Mount Zion.



God’s voice issued forth as a flame of fire. Tongues of fire descended upon them.

A sound came like a rushing mighty

The mountain shook and quaked. .
wind.

Three thousand were slain for worshiping Three thousand were converted to the
an idol. Messiah.

Christ was crucified at Passover and placed in the tomb
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. He was raised during
the time of Firstfruits. The church was born on the Day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). Many scholars believe that the three
fall feasts will be fulfilled at the coming of Christ, the
Tribulation, and the future thousand-year reign of Christ (Rev.
20:4).8

The first appearing of Christ fulfilled the three spring feasts,
and the church was birthed at the fourth feast, Pentecost.
Christ’s return will fulfill the prophetic patterns of the three fall
feasts. Thus, the ceremonial aspect of the Law saw partial
fulfillment during the first coming of Christ and will see
complete fulfillment when He returns.

The Judicial-Moral Code

The judicial-moral code in the Torah reveals the code of moral-
ethical conduct and civil law decisions involving family,
neighbors, civic authority, and business transactions. The
social-ethical-judicial commandments and guidelines discuss
responsibilities to follow, blessings for obedience, and
penalties for breaking these laws. The family codes enable a
person to understand sexual purity, marriage, and raising



children. For example, these codes teach:

You were not to see the nakedness of
nearest kin or family members (Lev. 18:6—
18).

You were not to have sexual relations
outside of marriage (Lev. 18:20).

You were not to offer your children to idol
gods (Lev. 18:21).

Men were not to have sexual relations with
men or with a beast (Lev. 18:22-23).

You were to honor and respect your parents
and rest once a week (Lev. 19:3).

You were to leave the corners of your field
unharvested to allow the poor to eat (Lev.
19:9-10).

You were not permitted to lie or steal (Lev.
19:11).

If you hired a person for work, you must
pay them the agreed-upon wage (Lev.
19:13).

You must show respect for those who are
deaf and blind (Lev. 19:14).

You were to honor the older among you and



not vex a stranger (Lev. 19:32-34).

o There were cycles of rest every seventh
day, seventh year, and seven times seven
years (Lev. 25:1-55).

o Judges and officers were to be established
in every city (Deut. 16:18).

e Judicial leaders could not take gifts lest
they pervert judgment (Deut. 16:19).

e You must have two or three witnesses to
establish guilt in a crime (Deut. 17:6).

If the above laws sound familiar, they should. Numerous
state, federal, and local laws in America have their roots in the
soil of the Torah! When Christians imply that the “Law was
done away with in Christ,” they misunderstand that the moral
and ethical instructions, guidelines, and restrictions God put in
place in the time of Moses were never altered or changed by
Christ. Adultery and fornication are forbidden in both
Testaments (Exod. 20:14; Rom. 13:9). Lying, cheating, and
bearing a false witness are forbidden in both Testaments.
Honoring God each week in worship and setting aside a time
for rest (a Sabbath) are in both Testaments. Following God’s
moral and ethical guidelines create strong communities free of
crime, emotionally strong families, and an emphasis on spiritual
commitment to God.

To demonstrate that the moral laws continued during the
New Testament era, compare the Ten Commandments in the



Torah with the instructions written by the New Testament
apostles regarding how Christians should conduct themselves:

The Commandments in the The Same Commandments in the New
Torah Testament
Have no other gods. Matthew 4:10

Do not make idols or images. 1 JOhl’l 5:21

DQ not take the name of the Lord in 1 Timothy 6 : 1

vain.

Remember the Sabbath. Acts 13:42
Honor your father and mother. Ephesians 6:1-3
Do not kill. Romans 13:9

Do not commit adultery. Galatians 5:19-21
Do not steal. Ephesians 4:28
Do not bear false witness. Romans 13:9

Do not covet. Colossians 3:5-6

Because other nations surrounding ancient Israel practiced
sexual immorality, idolatry, child sacrifices, and unclean living,
God revealed the rules of heaven in the Torah Code,
instructing the children of Israel to separate themselves from
the practices of the heathen nations. They were to be a peculiar



and chosen people (Deut. 7:6). Other nations had ceremonies
and sacrifices. However, the Hebrews had a moral and ethical
code that marked them as a nation for God. Under the new
covenant, if we love God and love our neighbor, we will keep
the moral instructions of the Almighty (Matt. 22:34-40).

Why the Jews?

Four thousand years ago, why didn’t God raise up a nation ora
tribe already in existence to be His chosen people? Because
most of the tribes were rooted in idol worship and were a
mixture of intermarriages among the Gentile nations. God
desired a new nation of monotheistic people who would
maintain their tribal purity by marrying among themselves,
keeping the same religious beliefs, and following the laws of
the Creator.

The first house of worship built by divine revelation for the
true God was revealed to Moses and constructed by the
Hebrews in the wilderness. Called the tabernacle, this inspired
structure was created by men who were building on Earth what
God had built in heaven. It was a pattern of the heavenly
temple and a place where the high priest could communicate
with God each year in the holy of holies on the Day of
Atonement (Heb. 8:5; Lev. 16:1-22).

Why the Jew? Paul wrote:

What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or
what value is there in circumcision? Much in every
way! First of all, they have been entrusted with the



very words of God.
—Romans 3:1-2, NIV

God entrusted the Jews to record, copy, read, and live by His
Word from generation to generation. This enabled them to
maintain a pure and complete lineage, traceable back to
Abraham and traceable forward to the Messiah (Matt. 1:1-25;
Luke 3:23-38). Obedience to the Torah Code helped devout
Jews to maintain ethnic purity and integrity in the genealogies.

The Amazing Success of the Jews

This God Code laid out in the Torah has been handed down
from Jewish father to son for over forty generations. This
unbroken link of reading, teaching, and instructing each
generation has brought success in secular, social, civil, and
spiritual life. Yet, there must be particular keys that unlock the
doors or foundation stones upon which religious Jewish
society was built. When examining the Torah, one essential
key becomes visible—understanding the message, meaning,
and manifestation of having acovenant with God. The
Abrahamic covenant is the spring that feeds the river, the beam
that supports the building, or, simply, the secret to
understanding why the Jewish people have amazingly endured
centuries of persecution and grow where they are planted.

[ TR T



What God Knew

After the fall of Adam, sin would be passed on through the
spiritual DNA in all mankind. Mankind would have an evil
inclination, subjecting them to temptation and camal desires
that would pollute their minds, corrupt their spirits, and
eventually destroy their bodies. The laws, commandments,
statutes, and judgments in the Torah, if followed, would
guarantee loving and caring family relations, success in
building business wealth, and help to maintain personal
physical and emotional health.

‘What Devout Jews Know

The Hebrew nation understood that blessings of health,
wealth, and prosperity were contingent upon obedience to
the words of the law and covenant. By following God’s Code,
they were promised generational blessing and favor in all they
set their hands to do. Only by breaking the law and covenant
did they experience natural disasters, agricultural ruin, and
disorder in their lives. The numerous promises of divine favor
and blessings became the motivation for walking in obedience
(Isa. 1:19).

‘What Christians Should Know

Christians must understand that the moral, ethical, and judicial
code penned in the Torah was not removed through the new



covenant. While Christ fulfilled certain ceremonial and
sacrificial aspects of the law, the same Torah principles for
daily living were practiced and refined in the first-century
church, which began with an all Jewish membership in Acts
chapter 2. By searching the Scriptures, we will better
understand and bridge the concepts of the Torah with the
revelation of the new covenant. The roots of Christianity are
in the justification by faith that began with the Abrahamic
covenant, the Torah, and the Prophets. Paul taught that the
Gentiles were wild olive branches grafted into the Jewish olive
tree and that we receive nourishment from the root of the tree.
That root is the Torah and the Prophets, and we need to
examine the root to enjoy the Hebrew fruit. (See Romans 11.)



Chapter 2: The Secret in the Covenant
Code 2:
All blessings are linked to the Abrahamic
covenant.

And the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham
what I am doing, since Abraham shall surely
become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?
For I have known him, in order that he may
command his children and his household after
him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to do
righteousness and justice, that the Lord may
bring to Abraham what He has spoken to him.”

—Genesis 18:17-19

In a Gentile (non-Jewish) society, businessmen speak of
contracts and agreements. However, the word covenant was
used in ancient times and was more than just a binding
agreement signed on a parchment or sealed with a wax
impression from a signet ring. To the ancient cultures, a
covenant was sealed in blood. To the Hebrews, the biblical



covenants are also connected to blood covenants.

The first time the word covenant is used in the Torah is in
Genesis 6:18 when God made a covenant with Noah to spare
him and his family during the Flood. The second reference is
with Abraham (Gen. 17:1-2). Originally named Abram (meaning
“high father”), he lived in Ur of the Chaldeans, located six miles
from the Euphrates River. He was the third of three sons bormn
to Terah (Gen. 11:27).

Jewish tradition reveals that Abram’s family had served idol
gods (Josh. 24:2, 14-15). The almighty God appeared to Abram
in a vision, instructing himto leave Ur and move to the land of
Canaan. At age seventy-five, Abram followed this vision.
During Abram’s journey, God progressively appeared to
Abram, revealing His divine purpose for Abram and his future
children.

¢ God told Abram he would become a “great
nation” (Gen. 12:2).

¢ God told Abram he would be a “father of
many nations” (Gen. 17:4).

e God told Abram that nations and kings
would come out of him (Gen. 17:6).

e God told Abram he would become a
“mighty nation” and bless all nations (Gen.
18:18).

e God told Abram that “all nations of the



earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 22:18).

With each step of obedience that Abram took, God
increased the magnitude of His promises—from just a nation,
to a great nation, to nations of kings, to a nation that would
bless the entire world! The master key to release the fulfillment
of'these promises was obedience to the instructions demanded
by God in His covenant.

The Secrets in the Covenant

The secret of the LORD is with those who fear Him,
And He will show them His covenant.
—Psalm 25:14

On the same day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying: “To your descendants I have given
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river,
the River Euphrates.”

—Genesis 15:18

The Hebrew word for covenant is b 7it, and it is used 280 times
in the Old Testament. According to W E. Vine’s Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words , the word b rit is
frequently the object of the verb karath, “to divide or to cut in
two.”1 In Genesis 15, when God and Abraham “cut covenant,”
Abraham provided a heifer, a female goat, a ram, a turtledove,
and a young pigeon as offerings, dividing the larger animals
into two halves (Gen. 15:9-10). This was an ancient ratification



ceremony, which invoked oaths and binding agreements. God
passed between the pieces, sealing the covenant in the
sacrificial blood.

And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it
was dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking
oven and a burning torch that passed between those
pieces. On the same day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram.

—Genesis 15:17-18

From the arrangement of the dividing of the parts of the
sacrifice came the expression that literally denoted “to cut
covenant” (similar idioms are found in Greek and Latin).2 The
very Hebrew word for covenant, b rit, carries the implication of
an agreement made with blood since the cutting symbolism
involves a cutting and dividing of an animal sacrifice. The
division of the animals into two parts represented the
agreement between the two parties.

Ancient legal contracts (or covenants) had an official seal
attached to the parchment. From the time of the Egyptians to
the Roman Empire, rings with specific emblems (called signet
rings) were used to seal legal documents by pressing the ring
onto hot wax.3 In Genesis 15, God entered a binding covenant
with Abraham and sealed the agreement when a flaming torch
passed between the pieces of the sacrifices.

The Jewish commentaries note that in the ancient East,
normally the weaker party in a covenant would walk between
the pieces, indicating that person’s fate if he violated the



conditions of the covenant. Yet it was God, the stronger one,
who was sealing the covenant with Abraham, the weaker, by
passing between the sacrifices!4 According to one rabbi I
spoke with years ago, during the ancient Middle East marriage
covenants the father would hold a torch, indicating that
breaking the marriage vows would lead to a fiery conclusion to
the unfaithful partner (as seen in Judges 15:4-6). God was
revealing that He was sealing the covenant at that moment, and
if a descendant of Abraham broke the covenant, that person
would be “cut off” from God and His covenant (Gen. 17:14).
This “cutting off” theme was revealed to Abraham in Genesis
17:14.

From Genesis 12 to Genesis 17, the Abrahamic covenant was
ratified and fully established. However, the real secret of
Abraham’s covenant with God was hidden from Abraham for
twenty-four years. This sea/ involved the shedding of blood,
making this covenant an official blood covenant.

If the secret to all spiritual and material blessings originated
in the Abrahamic covenant, then the secret of all covenants is
linked to blood. Many ancient nations recognized blood pact
agreements. In pre-Islamic times, ancient Syria acknowledged a
blood pact called M’ahadat ed-Dam, or Brotherhood of the
Covenant. In the agreement, each party must provide guard
from treachery, protection in time of danger, and provision for
the wants of the others’ family members if one covenant
partner passes away prior to the other.5 Many African tribes
have used covenants for centuries.

Dr. David Livingstone, the famous missionary to Africa,
witnessed numerous covenant rites in Africa. He himself made



a covenant pact in July 1854 with Queen Manenko of the
Balonda tribes. In some instances, incisions were made in the
wrist and afterward rubbed in gunpowder. The tribal chief
pronounced curses if the covenant was broken, and both
parties exchanged gifts, which was a common aspect of the
ancient covenant rites.6

In 1871, Henry Stanley traveled to Africa looking for
Livingstone. He encountered the most feared tribal leader who
controlled ninety thousand square miles. Stanley was warned
to avoid the leader, named Mirambo. Stanley eventually
encountered the chieftain on April 22, 1876. They agreed to
make a “strong friendship.” Once a covenant was ratified, the
entire tribe became friends with the chieftain’s new covenant
partner, and every inch of land controlled by the chieftains was
now open for travel without danger to the chieftain’s new
friend (Stanley) as a result of the covenant. Stanley wrote that
his arm was used to draw blood fifty times to cut covenant with
tribal leaders in Africa!7

Often a tribal leader would send his chief representative to
shed his blood on behalf of the chief. This is the imagery of the
new covenant, in which: “God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son” (John 3:16, KJV). Christ was God’s
representative, using His own blood to redeem mankind,
thereby giving redeemed man access to God.

Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for
all, having obtained eternal redemption.

—Hebrews 9:12



Blood-Stained Trees

According to author H. Clay Trumbull in his book The Blood
Covenant, in various parts of the East a tree was used in the
rite of forging a blood covenant. Among some nations,
planting a tree was a symbol of the covenant. In ancient Timor,
a young fig tree bore a portion of the blood of the covenant. In
both instances, the tree was a visible and continually growing
sign of the covenant.

Trumbull points out that the covenant Abraham made with a
neighboring tribal leader named Abimelech involved trees.
“Then Abram . . . dwelt in the plain of Mamre” (Gen. 13:18,
KJV). In Hebrew the word ‘elown is the root word translated
as “plain” in the English Bible but means “oak.” There were
three men in this covenant, with Abraham being the fourth
(Gen. 14:13).8

The olive tree, fig tree, mustard tree, and pomegranate tree
are common trees in Israel and are mentioned throughout
Scripture. The oak, however, is mentioned in numerous
passages involving unusual settings. Rebekah’s nurse was
buried under an oak (Gen. 35:8). In Shechem, Joshua wrote
God’s Word on a stone, erecting the memorial under an oak
tree (Josh. 24:26). Gideon fed an angel of the Lord under an oak
tree in an area called Ophrah (Judg. 6:11-19). A “man of God”
was found sitting under an oak (1 Kings 13:14), and the bones
of Saul and his sons were buried under an oak (1 Chron. 10:12).
Israel had made a covenant with the men of Jabesh in a time of
war (1 Sam. 11). Oak trees served as the token or public sign of
the covenant that had been made between Israel and the men



of Jabesh. Ezekiel witnessed that idol worshipers burned
incense under thick oak trees (Ezek. 6:13). It seems the oak
trees were an important symbol of a covenant made in the land
of Israel. This may be due to the oak being a symbol of
strength and endurance, since a covenant was to remain strong
and endure from generation to generation.

The tree as a living symbol of a covenant is important. The
rod of Aaron, used to perform miracles in Pharaoh’s court, was
cut from an almond tree (Exod. 7:12). This dead branch later
produced leaves and almonds, a sign God had chosen Aaron
and his sons for the priesthood (Num. 17:8). The bitter waters
of Marah were sweetened when Moses threw the branch from
a tree into the waters (Exod. 15:23-25).

All of the imagery of ancient covenants being cut under
trees, the use of a tree branch (rod) blossoming as signaling
the priestly covenant, along with the tree branch making bitter
waters sweet, is a preview of the tree on which the Messiah
would suffer, initiating a new priesthood, and turning the bitter
waters of life sweet through His suffering on the cross.

Abraham’s Covenant Sealed by Blood

God promised Abraham that his seed would create a new
nation. But there was a problem—Abraham had no children
because his wife, Sarah, was barren. At age seventy-five, he
left Ur and journeyed to Canaan with his sixty-five-year-old
wife, Sarah.9 It is interesting that God never revealed the
visible sign ortoken of His covenant to Abraham until
Abraham was ninety-nine years of age. The secret sign of the



covenant was circumcision, which involved removing the
foreskin from the male child. The practice of circumcision was
known in Abraham’s day among the Egyptians and other
Semitic groups. However, the Almighty’s sign was different for
two reasons. The ancient Semites would often cut a mark in the
male foreskin, but God said the foreskin must be completely
removed. Secondly, performing circumcision must be done on
the eighth day aftera son’s birth:

This is My covenant which you shall keep, between
Me and you and your descendants after you: Every
male child among you shall be circumcised; and you
shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins,
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me
and you. He who is eight days old among you shall
be circumcised, every male child in your generations,
he who is born in your house or bought with money
fromany foreigner who is not your descendant.
—Genesis 17:10-12

Why did God wait for twenty-four years until revealing the
sign of the covenant to Abraham? I believe it was because of
Ishmael. After Abraham failed for eleven years to have a child
through Sarah, Sarah finally suggested that Abraham
impregnate Hagar, her Egyptian handmaid. Hagar conceived
and bore Abraham a son named Ishmael, meaning, “God has
listened.” Abraham was eighty-six when Ishmael was bom
(Gen. 16:16). At age ninety-nine, God revealed that
circumcision was the sign of the covenant (Gen. 17:10-12).



God waited until Ishmael was thirteen years of age before the
revelation of circumcision was given to Abraham. In Judaism,
the age of thirteen is considered the coming of age for boys.
Jews conduct a bar mitzvah for young boys turning age
thirteen, a special ceremony indicating the child is now
responsible for his own actions.10 God waited until Ishmael
was thirteen, indicating that Ishmael was now responsible for
his own spiritual walk with God.

Consider this. If at age seventy-five Abraham had known
that circumcision was the sign of the covenant, then eleven
years later the son of the bondwoman would have been
“marked” for God’s covenant promise, thus disrupting God’s
plan of a Hebrew nation through Abraham and Sarah. Thus
God waited until Ishmael could take personal responsibility for
his own moral and spiritual destiny (age thirteen). Then at age
ninety-nine, Abraham received the seal of the covenant. One
year later Isaac was born (Gen. 21:3-5). The mark of
circumcision is important to the Jewish people, since those
who are unborn are considered the “seed” of future
generations. The term “seed” is often used in the Torah to
identify unbom children, since conception occurs after the
seed (sperm) of the man passes through the covenant “mark”
(on the foreskin).

Circumcision on the eighth day is interesting for several
reasons. First, Jewish tradition believes that the first seven
days of an infant’s life represent the finished creation of the
physical world in seven days. The number eight (representing
new beginnings) transcends the physical world and initiates
the child into the Abrahamic covenant. Also, a newborn was to



experience one Sabbath before being circumcised. Muslims
choose the seventh day based upon statements in the Islamic
traditions called the hadith.11 In America, circumcision is
usually performed at a parent’s request within two days of the
child’s birth, but Torah-observant Jews keep the
commandment to circumcise on the eighth day.

Medical research has discovered two unique blessings
linked to circumcision. The British Journal of Cancer reported
that certain cancers of the cervixappear lower in Jewish women
in Israel than among other female ethnic groups. Some have
suggested that circumcision assists in actually preventing
cervical cancer in Jewish women.12 The second feature is a
blood-clotting factor, vitamin K, that contains prothrombin. It
appears (based on data) that on the eighth day after birth, an
infant baby has more available prothrombin than on any other
day of his life, making the eighth day the best time for
circumcision.13 Thus, God knew the physical and medical
significance for eighth-day circumcision.

After Isaac was weaned, Ishmael was removed from the
household of Abraham, which gave full covenant rights to
Abrahamand Sarah’s promised son (Gen. 21:10-14).14

The Covenant—Sealed by a Meal

It was customary to seal a covenant deal with a meal. This
ritual dates back to ancient empires and tribes long before the
Torah. Some primitive tribes would prepare an animal, or more
primitive groups would literally mingle the blood of the
covenant parties in a cup of wine and both parties drink from it.



Drinking or eating blood was strictly forbidden in the Torah
(Lev. 17:12). The ancient concept was that through this act the
two parties become one by partaking of the same blood. Blood
was very important in every covenant ritual of the Hebrew
nation. When publicly sealing God’s covenant with Israel,
Moses sprinkled the sacrificial blood of a chosen animal on the
altar, the Book of the Covenant, and the people (Exod. 24:6-8).

Blood was also sprinkled on the sacred tabernacle furniture,
including once a year on the lid of the ark of the covenant. The
ark was a large, gold-covered, rectangular box housing three
sacred items: a golden pot of the manna (bread) that fell from
heaven, the tables of the law written on stone, and Aaron’s rod
(Heb. 9:4). Yearly on Israel’s sixth festival, the Day of
Atonement, the high priest entered the holy of holies in the
tabemacle (later the temple), sprinkling blood seven times on
the east end of the lid of the ark, called the mercy seat (Exod.
25:10-22; Lev. 16:14). The manna in the ark symbolized God’s
covenant of provision, the tablets pictured God’s covenant of
blessing for the Levites and the people, and the rod was God’s
covenant of authority given to the high priest.

The first covenant meal was eaten when the first king and
priest of Jerusalem, Melchizedek, provided a meal of bread and
wine for Abraham after Abraham’s war victory over five kings
(Gen. 14). Isaac had Esau prepare a last meal prior to receiving
his father’s blessing. Rebekah, Jacob and Esau’s mother,
realized this was a covenant of blessing meal and intervened to
have Jacob pose as Esau to receive Esau’s blessing (Gen. 27:6—
41). Jacob and his father-in-law, Laban, sealed their Mizpah
covenant by eating a meal on a pile of rocks, which would



serve as a visible memorial for future generations (Gen. 31:49—
54).

For the Hebrew nation, the most important covenant meal
was celebrated after God revealed His commandments on
Mount Sinai. Moses sprinkled half of the sacrificial blood on
the altar, representing God’s part of the agreement, and half of
the blood on the people, representing their half of the
agreement (Exod. 24:6-8). The people sealed their part of the
agreement by saying, “All the words which the LORD has said
we will do” (Exod. 24:3). Afterward, Moses, Aaron, his sons,
and seventy chief elders were invited to the top of the
mountain where they “ . .. saw the God of Israel. And there
was under His feet as it were a paved work of sapphire stone. . .
. So they saw God, and they ate and drank” (Exod. 24:10-11).
This meal sealed the deal between God and Israel. In Christian
tradition, the Lord’s Supper, or Communion Meal, represents
the blood and body of the Messiah and forms a spiritual bond
between Christ and the believer, sealing our faith and
confidence in the new covenant. Therefore Communion is the
covenant meal.

After the special meal with Melchizedek, Abraham
reconfirmed his covenant (Gen. 15:1-4) and presented a tithe
(the tenth) of all goods to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:18-20). This
act was significant and is mentioned by Paul:

Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through
Abraham, so to speak, for he was still in the loins of
his father when Melchizedek met him.

—Hebrews 7:9-10



Abraham was carrying the original Levi s genes. Levi was a
future great-grandson of Abraham, who would be born many
years after Abraham met Melchizedek. The sons of Levi would
become the priests in the tabemacle of Moses and in both
Jewish temples, receiving tithes, offerings, and sacrifices from
the Hebrew people. Both Moses and Aaron were from the tribe
of Levi (Exod. 2:1; 4:14). Abraham set the pattern for future
generations to present the tithe (the tenth) of their animals,
agricultural increase, and finances to the Lord in appreciation
for His blessings on them individually and nationally.

Covenant Blessings and Conditions

Scholars note that there are various agreements (covenants)
that God established throughout the Old Testament. Below are
several central to the Jewish people.

Conditional/ The Sign of

The Promise Unconditional the Covenant



The

Covenant

Party

The covenant with The earth would never be Unconditional A rainbow in
Noah destroyed by water again. the sky

The covenant with A new nation, new land, L. . -
Unconditional ~ Circumcision

Abraham new people
The covenant with Ap everlasting kingdom in = Jerusalem will
David Isracl Unconditional  gpqure.
The covenant of  Blessing for keeping the s The Sabbath
the Sabbath Sabbath Conditional 5,
The covenant with Blessing for keeping the Conditional The
Israel commandments commandments
The covenant of  God’s presence going before L. The ark ofthe

: . Conditional
the presence and dwelling with Israel covenant

All covenants involve three major features:

1. Agreements between both parties
2. Conditions between both parties
3. Promises between both parties



Covenant agreements

All contracts and covenants begin with an agreement of
mutual understanding between the parties. The agreements
reveal the actions and expectations of both parties. A covenant
is never one-sided, just as a marriage covenant cannot succeed
with just one person. God’s agreements are based upon His
laws, statutes, and commandments in His written Word. When
entering a redemptive covenant with God through Christ,
believers agree to follow the teachings established in the New
Testament.



Covenant conditions

The conditions are the expected requirements to fulfill the
agreements. God continually said, “If you will . . . then T will.”
God instructed Israel, “If you will hear My word . . . if you will
walk with Me . . . if you obey My voice.” The conjunction if
when related to a covenant promise is also a condition. When
God says if; it indicates that the person being addressed must
first move to obey the given instructions.

When my wife and I were united in marriage, we stood
before a church full of witnesses and agreed to enter into a
marriage covenant. The minister gave conditions—"“for better
for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and health, poverty
and wealth”—under which we would remain loyal to one
another. We sealed the agreement publicly with a kiss and
consummated the marriage during our honeymoon.

Abraham’s conditions of the covenant were, “Circumcise
your sons on the eighth day” and “Teach your children to
follow Me.” God revealed confidence in Abraham and knew he
would follow through in keeping the covenant.

For I have known him, in order that he may command
his children and his household after him, that they
keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and
justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what
He has spoken to him.

—Genesis 18:19



Covenant promises

If Abraham’s descendants followed the agreement made by
Abraham and God to mark their sons with the cut of
circumcision, then God would bless them with land, prosper the
works of their hands, and make them great in the earth. If they
failed to follow the commandment, they would experience great
difficulties and lose their natural and spiritual blessings (Gen.
17:14).

Several prominent books have been written forging opinions
as to why many Jewish people are gifted with high IQs,
creative genius, financial skills, and the ability to survive
against the odds. Many authors omit the one feature that has
separated the devout Jews from all other nations—their beliet
that as an ethnic group they have a special, unique covenant
with God. Some have interpreted this confidence as arrogance.
However, Scripture marked them four times as God’s “peculiar
people” and His treasure on earth.15 There is nothing arrogant
about being confident about what God has said about you!
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What God Knew

To fulfill the promise of Genesis 3:15 of a coming Messiah
who would defeat evil and redeem mankind, God raised up a
new nation with a new spiritual DNA through Abraham.
Abraham’s seed would become Israel and would receive from
heaven God’s blueprint for living, build God a dwelling place



on Earth through the tabernacle, reveal the plan of redemption
through blood sacrifices, and eventually bless the world with
the Scriptures and the Messiah.

What Devout Jews Know

While many Orthodox Jews and devout religious Jews may
not understand Christian teaching and New Testament
redemptive revelation, they are aware of the Abrahamic
covenant, the commandments through the Torah, the
Sabbaths, festivals and celebrations that honor God, and the
mighty works He has done for Israel. Many have zealously
followed after the instruction in the Torah and Jewish Talmud,
seeking to obey their regulations and instructions. They
understand they are a unique people manifested through
God’s divine eternal plan.

‘What Christians Should Know

Believers have received forgiveness of sins through the new
covenant sealed by the blood of Christ (Heb. 8:8-13).
However, Gentile believers can receive amazing insight and
practical knowledge by examining the roots of the Christian
faith, which begin in the Torah Code. The first basic step is to
understand the meaning of covenant and the Hebrew
language, considered by some as the language of God.



Chapter 3: Secrets of the Hebrew Alphabet and
Words
Code 3:

The Hebrew language is the language of God.

The twenty-two sacred letters are the profound,
primal spiritual forces. They are, in effect, the
raw material of creation.

—Rabbi Michael Munk

In 1768, the Rev. John Parkhurst produced the first Hebrew-
English lexicon. In the introduction, he stated that he believed
that six thousand years ago, Hebrew was the first language
spoken on Earth between Adam and God.1 If this is correct,
you might speak Hebrew when you get to heaven! There is a
Jewish tradition that the first man, Adam, spoke an ancient
form of the Hebrew language in the Garden of Eden. We know
Adam had knowledge of a language, as he named the animals
(Gen. 2:19-20). Both Adam and his wife, Eve, heard the voice
of God in the garden (Gen. 3:8). God entered Eden in the “cool
of the day” (Gen. 3:8). The Hebrew word for cool is ruach, and
it alludes to the “wind, breath, or the air.” We would say that



God rode into the garden on the wind. This agrees with the
scripture that says, “He [God] rode upon a cherub, and flew;
and He was seen upon the wings of the wind” (2 Sam. 22:11).
The language Adam spoke was passed on fromAdamto Noah,
the first ten generations of men (Gen. 5:3-32).

There are also written traditions concerning Adam’s ability
to communicate with the animal kingdom prior to his eating
from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The temptation to
sin was initiated by a subtle, talking serpent (Gen. 3:1-4).
Skeptics rightfully point out that snakes don’t talk. Yet, the
Jewish historian Josephus answered this criticism when he
wrote concerning man’s early history in the garden:

But while all the living creatures had one language, at
that time the serpent, which then lived together with
Adam and his wife Eve, shewed an envious
disposition, at his supposal of their living happily,
and in obedience to the commands of God . .. 2

Any ability to communicate with the animal kingdom was
severed following Adam’s sin. However, men continued
communicating with men, as stated earlier when Josephus
recorded how the sons of Seth etched a prophecy of future
calamities coming to the earth on brick and stone for all men to
see and be warned. These stone monuments have never been
discovered, and the language or word pictures inscribed on
them are unknown.

At approximately 23442342 b.c., the floodwaters swept over
the earth, bringing global destruction. There were eight



survivors: Noah and his wife, their three sons, and their wives
(1 Pet. 3:20). It is likely Noah would have continued to speak
the original language of Adam. Three generations later
Nimrod, Noah’s great grandson, constructed the first
megastructure, called the Tower of Babel, in the plains of
Shinar (Gen. 11). Nimrod’s goal was to escape any future flood:

He also said he would be revenged on God, if He
should have a mind to drown the world again; for
that he would build a tower too high for the waters to
be able to reach! And that he would avenge himself
on God for destroying their forefathers.3

During the tower’s construction, all the earth’s inhabitants
spoke one language.

And the LORD said, “Indeed the people are one and
they all have one language, and this is what they
begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do
will be withheld from them. Come, let Us go down and
there confuse their language, that they may not
understand one another’s speech.”

—Genesis 11:6-7

God saw that man’s unbridled knowledge could again cause
evil inclinations to spread. In a sudden moment, He struck the
tower to the ground and scattered the people by confusing
their languages. Nimrod’s kingdom was called Babel, whose
Akkadian meaning is “gate of God,” but the Hebrew meaning is
fromthe verb balal, meaning, “confuse or confound.” It was at



Babel that various world languages were birthed (vv. 7-9).
Hundreds of years later, in the Torah Moses wrote of God
dividing the nations at the tower:

When the Most High divided their inheritance to the
nations,
When He separated the sons of Adam,
He set the boundaries of the peoples
According to the number of the children of Israel.
For the Lord’s portion is His people;
Jacob is the place of His inheritance.
—Deuteronomy 32:8-9

Even the early church father Origen reflected on the early
language of mankind when he wrote:

All the people upon the earth are to be regarded as
having used one divine language, and so long as
they lived harmoniously together were preserved in
the use of this divine language, and they remained
from moving from the east so long as they were
imbued with the sentiments of the “light,” and the
“reflection” of the eternal light.4

The original language was a divine language, originating
with Adam in the garden. According to Origen, there was one
group that did not travel to the plains of Shinar with Nimrod,
and they alone retained the pure language, spoken from the
beginning of time:



Those who preserved their original language
continued, by reason of their not having migrated
from the east, in possession of the east, and of their
eastern language. And let him notice, that these
alone became the portion of the Lord, and His people
who were called Jacob, and Israel the cord of his
inheritance.5

Since the Hebrew tongue became the language of God’s
chosen people, it is assumed that Adam spoke some early form
of the Hebrew dialect. Jewish writings such as the Mishna
(Genesis Rabbah 38) teaches that Adam spoke in the Hebrew
language. The Mishna comments that Adam called Eve
“woman” (‘ishah), the Hebrew term for a woman or a female
(Gen. 2:23). He later named her Eve (Gen. 3:20), or Chavah
(meaning “life giver”) in the Hebrew language. Of course, the
word Hebrew was unknown in the time of Adam, and his
language would simply be the language of Adam. However, he
was speaking the language God gave him. Being created a full-
grown man without systematic training from infancy to
adulthood, his teaching came directly from God. The name
Hebrew originated out of Shem’s great-grandson’s name Eber
(Gen. 10:21). It comes from the verb ‘abar, meaning to “pass
through, or region beyond.” Abraham was the first Hebrew
(Gen. 14:13), because he passed over from his native land to
the Promised Land. The Abrahamic covenant was sealed when
God passed through the sacrifices, and in Egypt God passed
over the Israelite homes that were protected by the lamb’s
blood (Exod. 12:13). Joshua and Israel passed over Jordan,



possessing their inheritance (Josh. 1:2). The sojourning, or
wandering, of the Jewish people has fulfilled the meaning of
the name Hebrew.

The apostle Paul was a former Jewish rabbi, trained as a
Pharisee under noted rabbi Gamaliel. Paul was educated in
numerous languages of his time. Paul mentions God speaking
to himin Hebrew when he was converted:

And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a
voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew
language, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?
It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” So I
said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand
on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this
purpose, to make you a minister and a witness both
of the things which you have seen and of the things
which I will yet reveal to you.”

—Acts 26:14-16

God could have addressed Paul in Greek, Latin, Aramaic, or
Hebrew, since all four languages were spoken in Israel. God,
however, used the sacred tongue from which the Torah and
Prophets are written—the Hebrew language.6 America’s early
founders were keenly aware of the significance of the Hebrew
language. William Bradford (1590-1657), govemor of the
Plymouth Colony, stated that he studied Hebrew so when he
died he might be able to speak in the “most ancient language,
the Holy Tongue in which God and the angels spoke.”7 In



1777, Ezra Stiles, president of Yale, stated that studying
Hebrew was essential to a gentleman’s education. He said,
“Isn’t it [Hebrew] the language I am sure to hear in heaven?”’8
Even Martin Luther, not known for his kind remarks toward the
Jews, commented about the Hebrew language, “The Hebrew
language is the best language of all, with the richest
vocabulary.”9

From the time of Moses, Hebrew was the language of the
Torah and the Jewish people. The original written form of the
Hebrew letters dates back to the eleventh or tenth century b.c.,
commonly termed Old Hebrew. By the sixth century b.c., the
old script was limited to religious writing, and a different form,
the Aramaic script, called a square script, was developed. This
Aramaic script is used today when scribes pen a Torah
scroll.10 While written script developed over the centuries, and
Hebrew is believed to be a form of an early Phoenician script, I
personally believe that the original language Adam spoke was
somehow linked to what we today know as the Hebrew
language. There is a divine connection as seen when studying
the mysteries of the Hebrew alphabet.

The Amazing Hebrew Alphabet

Called the alef-bet, there is a sacred mystique shrouding the
Hebrew alphabet. The alphabet consists of twenty-two letters
that are all consonants. There are no vowels among the
twenty-two letters. The vowel marks, consisting of a
combination of dots and dashes (called nikkudim) placed
either above or below the individual letters, were added around



between the seventh and tenth centuries a.d. by a group called
the Masoretes, who placed these marks under and above the
letters to indicate how the text was to be chanted in the
synagogue.

The original form of the Hebrew alphabet was actually word
pictures. The older text, called the Proto-Canaanite script,
consisted of twenty-two forms that represented common
images. For example, the first Hebrew letter is alef, and the last
(twenty-second letter) is zav. The word picture for alefis the
head of an ox, and the word picture of the fav is a cross or a



Hebrew Alphabet

Value | Name | Letter
1 Alef ®

2 Bat a

3 Ciirmel ;|

4 [alet T

5 Hei n

& Ve il

7 Layin T

L) Chet n

9 Tet -]
10 Yod *
20 Kaf i
30 Lamed |9
40 Mem ca
50 Nun 14
Bl Lamech | B
70 Ayin )
B Pe'beh |9 BB
90 Teadi ra
100 Kf P
200 Resh "
300 Shin/Sin | @ ©
400 Taw n

Each letter of the Hebrew
alphabet has a symbol

plus and & numerical value. sign. These first and last
letters of the Hebrew alphabet cryptically reveal an early
imagery of the redemption plan, which began with animal

sacrifices and concluded at the cross of Christ! In the New



Testament, Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev.
1:8), which are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. In
Hebrew, He would have said, “I amthe a/efand the tav.”

Another significant picture is the twenty-first letter of the
Hebrew alphabet, called the lettershin. From its earliest
inception, its formis similar to our letter w, although it is an s or
sh sound and not a w sound. In Moses’s time, the high priest
was commanded to bless the people with what is called the
priestly blessing and recorded in Numbers 6:25-27. Jewish
tradition teaches that the priest recited the blessing placing
both hands, palms outward, with his thumbs touching and the
four fingers of his hands split. His hands created the form of
the letter shin and represented the name Shaddai, the name
revealing God as the most powerful one (Gen. 17:1).11

Moses taught that God would bring His people to a place
marked by His name (Deut. 12:11, 21; 14:23-24). That place was
Jerusalem, where three mountains—Ophel, Zion, and Moriah—
merge to form the area of the ancient city of David.12 When
examining the topography of these three areas, the hills merge
together, forming a shape similar to the letter shin. Since shin
represents Shaddai, a name for God (translated as A/mighty in
Gen. 17:1), then the features of these three mountains in
Jerusalem visibly reveal the place where God “placed His
name.”

The Hebrew text of the Torah has other unique features.
When examining Genesis 1:1, in Hebrew there are seven
Hebrew words. The English reads, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.” In Hebrew it reads:



Bereshit bara Elohim et hashamayim ve’et ha’arets
—In the beginning God created heaven and

earth.13
In the middle of the phrase (the word ef) are the first and last
letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the alef and tav (pronounced
et). This nontranslatable word is used in Hebrew grammar to
mark a point, identifying the word that follows it as being the
direct definite object.14 Some have suggested (while some

* alef
X tay

The early Hebrew

letter alef was the

symbol of an ox,
rabbis would disagree) that God was saying and the letier fay
that in the beginning He created the Alef-Tav, or the Messiah.
Since Christ was the source of man’s redemption, “from the
foundation of the world,” and called Himself the “Alpha and
Omega” (Rev. 13:8; 1:8), it is suggested this verse cryptically
reveals that the Messiah preexisted with God at the time of
Creation. By Hebraic interpretation, this is not the meaning of
this passage. However, Christ said, “Before Abraham was I
am,” alluding to His preexistence (John 8:58).

In Hebrew, the word for truth is emet.15 When spelling truth
in Hebrew, the first letter is alef, and the last letter is fav. Christ
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). Thus,
He is the beginning and the end of all truth!

Another uniqueness of the Hebrew alphabet is that all
twenty-two letters also have a numerical value. This concept,




which seeks to identify the relationship of the letters with
numbers, is considered the twenty-ninth rule of the thirty-two
rules of hermeneutics taught by Rabbi Eliazar ben Yosi HaGalili.
Both the Hebrew and Greek alphabets interchange the
individual letters with numbers. This method is employed in
Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, consisting of 176
verses. The chapter is divided into sections of eight verses
each, with each of the twenty-two Hebrew letters over the
heading of each section, creating twenty-two sections.

The Sacredness of the Torah

Your personal Bible may have a black, brown, blue, or red
leather or imitation leather cover. The words may be a fine-
print, red-letter edition distinguishing Christ’s words. Your
translation may be the popular 1611 King James Version, New
King James Version, Amplified, or New American Standard. It
may have a red ribbon inserted to mark selective passages.
Your Bible might be a translation from a language other than
English. In the Jewish synagogue, the Torah is in the form of a
scroll and not a leather-bound book.

The Jewish Scriptures read by the rabbi in a Jewish
synagogue are penned by scribes on a large scroll. The scroll
is rolled together on two wooden spindles, and the script is
handwritten with special ink on a kosher, animal-skin
parchment. The primary scroll in every synagogue is the Torah
—Genesis through Deuteronomy. The other books in the
synagogue consist of the Prophets (called the Hafforah), the
writings, and the wisdom literature.



Copying the Sacred Text

Often critics will claim that the words (English translation) of
our Bible cannot be trusted. They allege that throughout the
centuries, copyists have made critical errors when scribing the
individual letters and have added some words and omitted
others. Those who make such statements are perhaps ignorant
of the laws that were established by ancient scribes who were
given the duty of copying the Scriptures.

1. The parchment: The parchment is made
from the skin of a “clean” (kosher) animal.
A Torah scroll consists of eighty skins.
There are 248 columns on each scroll, and
each section holds 3 to 4 columns. There
must be three inches across the top and two
inches between the columns.

2. The ink: The ink consists of a special
mixture made of gallnuts, copper sulfate
crystals, gum Arabic, and water. The ink is
prepared in small amounts to prevent it
from drying up while the scribe is
meticulously penning the letters on the
scroll. The ink must be very dark for the



letters to be seen, and they must remain
equal in color throughout the scroll.

3. The pen: A quill pen is used to write the
letters. It must come from a clean animal.
A goose feather is the choice of many
scribes. The most important aspect is that
the end of the quill must be cut precisely to
ensure the letters are formed properly.
Many pens are used when writing a
scroll.16

Some have asked, How could a scribe ensure that there are
no mistakes made when copying the individual letters? The
scribes followed strict guidelines when preparing a new Torah
scroll. These include:

e The new scroll had to be copied directly
from another scroll. Nothing was copied
from memory.

o The scribe must repeat every word out loud
before writing the word down.

o If a Torah was written incorrectly, it could
not be kept more than thirty days without
being corrected or hidden.

o Every word and letter must be individually



counted when it was completed.
o The script was written without vowels—just
as they were in ancient times.

Every Hebrew letter and each line is individually examined to
ensure that the form of each letter and line is correct. If a
mistake is made, that section of the scroll is not permitted to be
sewn together with the other parchments.

If there is a letter mistake, a scribe is permitted to scrape oft
that letter and remake it. It is, however, forbidden to erase the
sacred name of God once that name has been penned on the
parchment. If a mistake is made related to God’s name, that
section of the parchment must be buried in a special place for
scrolls, and the process must begin again. There are three other
trained persons who each examine the individual sections of
the parchments before they are approved.

Once the parchments are completed, the scribe will take
threads from the sinews of kosher animals (a cow, ox, or a
sheep) and sew the back of the scroll in a special manner so the
threads are not visible from the front. The large scroll is then
placed on the two rollers, called in Hebrew Etz Chayim, or the
“tree of life.”

Writing God’s name was so sacred that if a scribe was
copying God’s name on the parchment and a king walked in,
the scribe was not permitted to look up until the name of God
was completely written. It is reported that before and after
writing God’s name, the scribe’s pen was wiped clean, and in
ancient times scribes would leave the table and wash in honor



of writing God’s holy name on His holy Word. Each scroll was
copied from a previous scroll, using the above guidelines and
regulations when copying the Torah.

Is Today’s Bible Correct?

Believers are often confronted by skeptics who bark out their
opposition to our present translation of Scriptures, charging
that the translation is not the same as the original Word God
gave to Moses, the prophets, and the apostles. However, an
event in 1948 helped settle the controversy of the authenticity
of the 1611 translation of the English Scriptures as it relates to
the Old Testament.

In 1947, a Bedouin shepherd boy was watching goats in the
Judean wildemess near the western edge of the Dead Sea.
Exploring several caves, he discovered a group of large clay
jars. Inside were pieces of rolled, leather-like parchments. In
1948, the Bedouin sold seven parchments to Mr. Kando, a
cobbler and antiquities dealer from Bethlehem, who eventually
sold the scrolls. The most famous of the scrolls, it was
discovered, was an ancient copy of the Book of Isaiah.

This valuable scroll was examined by scholars and
purchased by the Hebrew University, who placed it on display
at the Shrine of the Book Museum in Jerusalem. The scroll
begins with the sixteenth chapter of Isaiah and continues
through Isaiah 66. To the amazement of scholars, when this
two-thousand-year-old scroll was compared to the English
translation of Isaiah from the 1611 King James translation of
the Bible, they were both parallel, with the only exceptions



being a few minor spelling differences and tense-oriented
scribal errors. This discovery was good news to believers in
the inspiration of the Bible and sad news to skeptics of divine
inspiration.

Some Western Hebrew scholars occasionally point out that
there are misspelled words in certain sections of the Old
Testament. These are usually identified as mistakes by the
copyist. Thus the inspiration of the Scriptures is minimized by
alleged human mistakes. The Jewish rabbis, however, have
discovered that these so-called mistakes actually reveal a
deeper meaning or a cryptic prophetic secret, indicating future
events.

Mysteries of the Mistakes

When studying the Scriptures, Christian ministers often
employ one of these methods to interpret or prepare a message:

1. The primary meaning—reading the story as
apast or
future event

2. The practical meaning—how the story or
verse can be personally applied to us today

3. The prophetic meaning—how the prophetic
symbols and layers reveal mysteries of the
future



Jewish rabbis are taught to analyze the Torah by using four
different methods. They are:

1. Peshat—understanding the simple meaning
of the text

2. Remez—an allusion, or an allegorical and
philosophical level of study

3. Drash—the regal level, the Bible is
understood using riddles and parables

4. Sod—the hidden meaning or the mystical
levell7

Christ was a master at teaching on all four levels. He taught
the simple and practical life truths through the Beatitudes, yet
He also revealed the riddles using parables and privately
revealed the mysteries of the kingdom to His disciples (Matt.
13:11).

The Jewish mystics spend abundant time searching the
mystery level of the Torah and Hebrew alphabet. One such
mystery has been called the Esther code. 1 first learned of this
code in 1987 while visiting Israel. This code demonstrated that
a biblical story can have both a literal (Peshat) and a hidden
(Sod) prophetic application.

The theme of Esther is of a young Jewish orphan girl, named
Hadassah, who won a national Persian beauty contest and
became the wife of the Persian king. An evil governmental
leader, Haman, conspired in secret to have the Jews killed but



was himself exposed and hung with his ten sons on the very
gallows he had prepared for the Jews. Years ago, a Jewish
scholar working at the Qumran caves in Israel pointed out to
me the amazing double reference found in the Hebrew text of
Esther. Two important verses read:

The ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
enemy of the Jews—they killed; but they did not lay
a hand on the plunder.

—Esther 9:10

Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king, let it be
granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to do again
tomorrow according to today’s decree, and let
Haman'’s ten sons be hanged on the gallows.”
—Esther 9:13

Esther 9:10 said the Jews slew Haman’s ten sons. Three
verses later it says his ten sons were “hanged upon the
gallows.” Were they initially slain (v. 10), and their bodies then
placed on the gallows (v. 13)? Why is the death of the ten sons
mentioned twice? Or is this a double reference: to a literal and
a future event? In the Esther story, Haman is a prophetic
picture of the future Antichrist of prophecy, and Haman’s ten
sons are a prophetic preview of the ten kings of the
Apocalypse who will arise and give their kingdom to the
Antichrist (Rev. 17:12-17). This is a prophetic layer hidden in
the story. If, however, we dig deeper into the actual Hebrew
text, there is another message within the text.

Below is a list of Haman’s ten sons:



. Parshandatha
. Dalphon
Aspatha

. Poratha
Adalia

. Aridatha

. Parmashta
Arisai

. Aridai

. Vajezatha
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In the Hebrew text, notice the three smaller letters in the names of Haman’s sons.

In the Hebrew text, the first, seventh, and tenth names of
Haman’s sons have one Hebrew letter in each name that is one-
half the size of the other Hebrew letters in the ten names. The
three Hebrew letters are tav, shin, and zayin. When adding up
the number value of these three letters, they total 5,706, which
on the Jewish calendar becomes the Gregorian calendar year of
1946. On October 16, 1946, there were eleven Nazis scheduled
to be hung for their war crimes against the Jews. Prior to the
hanging, one Nazi, Herman Goring, committed suicide, leaving
ten. When these ten Nazis were hung, their deaths fell on
Purim, the celebration where Jews remember the defeat of
Haman in Persia by Queen Esther! The Nazis’ hanging fell on
the Hebrew calendar on the twenty-first of Tishri, which is the
seventh day of the Feast of Tabernacles, also called Hosanna
Rabbabh, the “Day of the Final Verdict.”

The three smaller Hebrew letters in the Hebrew scroll of
Esther were not formed in modern times but existed in that form
and were copied in that manner for centuries. Yet, what some
thought was a copyist’s mistake was actually a prophetic clue
of a future event that would one day repeat the same events
recorded in the story of Esther.

The Number Value of Certain Words

While most Christian theologians reject this method of
discovering deeper truth in the Scriptures, this method is used
at various levels of rabbinical Judaism to discover a mystery



within the words or the text. Two such examples are as follows.

The sacred name of God consists of four Hebrew letters, and
each letter has a numerical equivalent.

The total number value of God’s sacred name (YHVH) is
twenty-six. I was informed in Israel that original acreage of the
Temple Mountain consists of about twenty-six acres, matching
God’s name. This mountain is called the mountain of the Lord
and the place God said He would put His name!

A second example is the name Satan in Hebrew. In 1 Kings
11:14, the English Bible mentions that God stirred up “an
adversary against Solomon.” The word adversary in Hebrew is
satan. The phrase “the Satan” (ha satan) consists of four
Hebrew letters, each letter with a number equivalent.

Yoo ] E I

Her T = 5

Vv 1 [

Her b = 5

26

The sacred name of God,
called the tetragrammaton,
is spelled with four Hebrew

letters,

Rabbis teach that there are 365 days in a solar year, and the
phrase the satan totals 364. When subtracting 364 from 365, it
leaves the number 1. The rabbinic teaching says that there is
one day each year when Satan is bound and cannot touch a
person, and that is the Day of Atonement, when the priest
intercedes and God removes the sins of Israel.



There are numerous biblical Hebrew words that have various
values and combinations revealing special meanings. Some
Christians, who believe this system should not be employed,
may not be aware that it is used in the New Testament in the
Book of Revelation, where John reveals the name and number

Het ! = 5
Shin n = 300
Tet o = 9
Nuwr 1 = 50

364

The Hebrew phrase “The
Sat

of the future beast, the Antichrist: letters tataling 364,

1" hias four Hebrew

He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor,
free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or
on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell
except one who has the mark or the name of the
beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let
him who has understanding calculate the number of
the beast, for it is the number of a man: His number is
660.

—Revelation 13:16-18

John was using a system familiar to Jewish rabbis called
gematria, which exchanges the Hebrew or Greek letters of a
person’s name and gives them a preassigned numerical value.
This system was also employed by several early fathers of



Christianity when they attempted to interpret John’s enigma of
the mark of the beast. John had a student named Polycarp, and
Irenaeus (a.d. 140-203) sat under Polycarp. Irenaeus recorded
one example of gematria when he discovered that the word
lateinos had a numerical total of 666.

L AT EI N O S
30 1 300 5 10 50 70 200

TOTAL NUMERICAL VALUE—666

Irenaeus said, “It seems to me very probable: for this is a
name of the last of Daniel’s four kingdoms; they being the
Latins that now reign.” Since the fourth empire of Bible
prophecy was Rome, and Rome ruled in the days of most early
fathers, it was commonly accepted that the Roman Empire
would rule as the final empire prior to Christ’s return.
Eventually, political Rome faded into history and was replaced
by the Roman Church, whose influence in Europe and portions
of the Middle East controlled the rise and fall of empires for
centuries. The Latin language was accepted and used in the
church, thus the interpretation of the phrase lateinos, alluding
to the number 666, maintained a strong following although this
method of interpretation is not accepted by most contemporary
scholars.

Counting the Letters and the Hebrew
Calendar



A Torah scroll has no chapters or verses on the parchment. In
a Bible, chapters were added to the translation in a.d. 1227 by
Stephen Langton, archbishop of Canterbury. The Wycliffe
Bible was the first to use chapter and verse headings. The
Hebrew Bible was divided into chapters and verses in 1448 by
Rabbi Nathan. Although the chapters and verses were placed
by men in the Scripture, a strange and amazing pattern emerges
when counting the verses in Deuteronomy and comparing the
verses to the actual Jewish year. This is the concept that each
verse in the Torah corresponds with a date on the Jewish
calendar. The number of verses in the Torah are: Among the
mystics, there is a belief that each verse in the Torah
corresponds to a year on the Jewish calendar. According to
several rabbinical sources (depending on the count), beginning
in Genesis 1:1 and counting to the 5,708th verse in the Torah,
we come to Deuteronomy 30:3:

That the LORD your God will bring you back from
captivity, and have compassion on you, and gather
you again from all the nations where the LORD your
God has scattered you.

This is an ancient promise that the Jews will return from their
captivity in other nations and be regathered back to the land of
Israel. This 5,708th verse in the Torah corresponds to the
secular year 1948. In 1948 the world had compassion on the
Jews, and Israel was rebirthed as a nation! God gathered the
Jews from the lands where they were scattered. The Jewish
year matches the Torah prediction. Is this a coincidence, or is



this rabbinical level of interpretation called Sod the mystery
level of interpreting the Torah?

Genesis 1,533 verses

Exodus 1,213 verses

Leviticus A50 yerses
Numbers 1,288 verses
Deuteronomy 459 yerses

5,852 tatal verses

Meanings in the Years

Since each letter of the Hebrew alphabet holds a number value,
numbers can also be translated back to letters of the alphabet.
For example, the number one represents alef; the first letter of
the Hebrew alphabet. The number two is beit, the second letter,
while the number three is the value of gimel, the third letter,
and so on. This numbering system concludes with tav, the
twenty-second letter, whose value is four hundred. Rabbis
began to notice that when Jewish years are translated back to
letters of the alphabet, at times they contain a code revealing a
prophetic event or theme that occurred on that particular year. I
will share one example.

The year 1997-1998 on the Gregorian calendar was the
Jewish year 5758. (The years overlap, as the Jewish new year
begins in the fall, and our new year begins January 1.) When
translating the Jewish year 5758 to the value of the Hebrew
letters, the last two numbers, 58, are the Hebrew letter nun,
whose value is 50, and chet, whose value is 8. These two



letters, nun and chet, spell Noach, the Hebrew name for Noah,
whose name means “rest.”18 How does 1997-1998 relate to
Noah? In 1997-1998 a great comet named Hale-Bopp, fifty
thousand times brighter than Halley’s Comet, swept through
the universe. According to Christian astronomers, the last time
it was seen on Earth was at the same time Noah was preparing
the ark. Hebrew teacher Bill Cloud states that an ancient Jewish
tradition holds that Noah saw a huge comet that warned him of
the soon destruction of the earth.19 Thus, the Jewish year
translated to the Hebrew alphabet contains the name of Noah,
and the same year a cosmic sign was seen in the heavens,
which was linked to the days of Noah. This reminds believers
that, “as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the
Son of Man be” (Matt. 24:37).

Are these many examples coincidences? Are they the
product of an overimaginative Hebraic mind or a rabbi’s
fantasy, attempting to demonstrate the inspiration of the
Torah? I believe they are simply proof of the divine inspiration
of the Scripture.

The Rabin Code

Yitzhak Rabin was prime minister in Israel until he was
suddenly assassinated after a peace rally in Tel Aviv on
November 4, 1995, by Yigal Amir, a Jewish radical. After
Rabin’s death, Jewish rabbis pointed out a rather bizarre
coincidence. The day before the assassination was the Jewish
Sabbath. In the synagogues, the verses being read were from
the story of God passing between the sacrificial offering,



confirming Abraham’s covenant for the land. Rabbis saw the
verse in the Hebrew text and noticed that if you simply change
the spacing between the letters, a message would be formed
that is known today as the Rabin code. The passage reads: “ ..
. fire which passed between these pieces” (Gen. 15:17, THE
CHUMASH). When the spaces are changed between the
Hebrew words in the Genesis 15:17 phrase, it reads, esh esh ra’
b’rabin, or, “fire, evil fire against Rabin.” The prime minister
was shot twice, an allusion to the firing of two bullets. Some
suggest this code was already known, and the Jewish man who
killed Rabin was attempting to fulfill the prediction, but there is
no evidence of such. It does, however, reveal the amazing
layers of prophetic revelation in the Torah and how future
events can be encoded in the text.
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This scripture was being read the day that former Isracli Prime Minister Rabin was
assassinated.

Protecting the Word of God

Torah-observant Jews are extremely respectful of the Torah
scroll. In each synagogue, the Torah scroll is placed in a
special case called an ark. The scroll is rolled up, and a
beautiful, embroidered cover is placed over the scroll to keep
dust from collecting on it. When the time comes to remove the
scroll for reading, a man is appointed to carefully remove the
scroll from the ark and uncover it, placing it on the platform for
the speaker. The speaker actually never places his finger on the
scroll itself but will use a metal or wooden instrument about
eight inches long, called a yad, which resembles a small hand
with a single index finger pointing upward. Called the finger o}
God, this object is used by the reader and speaker to follow the
lines of the text. This serves a dual purpose: it preserves the
sanctity of the scroll, and it prevents oily, human fingers from
eventually erasing the black-inked letters on the parchment.

It should be pointed out that the Torah is dressed to imitate
the high priest’s garments. In Exodus 28, the outfit of the
priests included a tunic, a belt, a crown, and a breastplate.
These four items are a part of the Torah’s decoration in the
synagogue.

The tunic is the beautiful embroidered covering for the
scroll, similar to the blue garment of the high priest. Just as the
high priest had a crown placed on his head, each Torah scroll
has a beautiful crown of silver that sits atop the handle of the



roller. The priest’s garment had a special belt fitting around the
waist. Likewise, a sash ties the scroll together before placing
the adoming cover over it. The high priest also was given a
unique breastplate of gold with twelve embedded gemstones
engraved with the names of the twelve tribes. A silver plate,
similar to the priest’s breastplate, is hung over the top of the
wooden rollers.

The Torah is so holy that it is considered on the same level
as a human being. Heroic stories are told of Jewish men who
risked their lives through the smoke and the flames to rescue a
Torah scroll from its ark when synagogues were burned in
Europe in years past. This should come as no surprise, since
the apostle Paul wrote: “For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword” (Heb. 4:12,
KJV). The Greek word quick means “alive”! I have in my
personal possession a three-hundred-year-old nonkosher
(meaning the ink has faded) Torah scroll given as a gift froma
Jewish family from a Russian synagogue. It is encased in a
wooden case. I still can sense a special awe when I see it.

After a scroll is used for many years, the ink on the
parchment can begin to fade. Once the Hebrew text becomes
unreadable, the scroll is not destroyed but is removed from its
place and is buried in a Jewish cemetery just like a person. This
is because the Torah gives life to the believer and must be
respected in burial in the same manner of a righteous person.

How Do You Treat Your Bible?

Compare the detailed and careful treatment of the Torah to the



manner in which some Christians treat their Bibles. Most
Christians have many Bibles and translations available that are
often strewed randomly throughout the house, buried under
piles of magazines, or accumulating dust on a shelf
undisturbed for days on end. Other Bibles are permanent
fitures in the pew racks of local churches and are opened
briefly each Sunday morning when the pastor reads his sermon
text.

When you consider the high price paid to translate and print
the Bible, you will experience fresh gratitude for God’s Word.
In the 1380s, Oxford scholar Wycliffe, opposing the organized
religions of his day, handwrote a manuscript of the Bible. His
followers, called the Loddards, translated and copied by hand
hundreds of Bibles. Forty-four years later, the pope dug up the
bones of Wycliffe and had them scattered. John Hus, a
follower of Wycliffe, continued the work of copying God’s
Word. He was bumned alive, with pages from a Wycliffe Bible
used for kindling the fire.20 For some, the price of translating
the Scripture was martyrdom.

Today in some Islamic countries, a believer could be
beheaded or arrested for reading or preaching from a Bible. In
Communist nations such as China, believers have been
incarcerated and tortured if found reading or studying a Bible.
In 1990, I met a minister from Bulgaria who, while under
Communism, possessed only one page froma Bible, which was
John 11. For years he preached to his small, secret group of
twelve believers, reading the same message each week—the
resurrection of Lazarus. To himthis one page was priceless.

Christians must take a lesson from our Jewish friends and



treat our Bibles with dignity and respect as we would a living
person. After all, Paul proclaimed that the “Word of God is
living and powerful . .. (Heb. 4:12).

The Sacred Name of God

The same admonition can be given regarding verbal usage of
the name of God. The revelation of God’s name was considered
so sacred that God Himself established the third
commandment: “You shall not take the name of the LORD your
God in vain” (Exod. 20:7). This law was so serious that if a
Hebrew was caught abusing or speaking evil of God’s name, he
was labeled a blasphemer and was stoned for his disrespect
(Lev. 24:11-14).

Today, we often carelessly say things like, “Dear God . .. O
God ... My Lord . ..” Although these phrases are repeated as
a casualcomment or a sudden reaction to some negative
situation, we must guard against accidentally misusing the
name of God.

In Hebrew, the sacred, divine name of God is spelled with
four Hebrew letters: yod, hei, vav, and hei, or, in English,
YHVH. This four-lettered name is called the tetragrammaton,
which means “four letters.” This name, YHVH, is found 6,823
times in the Hebrew Bible. Hebrew scholars and rabbis all agree
that the exact pronunciation of these four letters has been lost
throughout the centuries. Some suggest the name is
pronounced Yehovah  or Yahweh, while westemers say
Jehovah, replacing the first letter Y (yud in Hebrew) with the
English letter J, which does not exist in the Hebrew alphabet. It



is Jewish practice never to write this sacred name, but to
replace it with the name Adonai, meaning, “the Lord.” There is
also a rabbinical tradition of saying God’s name simply as Ha-
Shem, meaning “the Name.”21

The Jewish Mishna teaches that the high priest would
pronounce the tetragrammaton when pronouncing the priestly
blessing (Num. 6:24-27). However, outside of the temple, the
name was replaced with Adonai. The Mishna also teaches that
on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the sacred name was
spoken, causing the people to fall upon their faces and begin
blessing the name of the Lord.22

If you have ever read a Jewish religious book, you will notice
something that appears odd to non-Jewish readers. When
writing the name GOD, the Jewish writer will leave out the O
and write it G-D. One reason is because if the paper gets lost,
erased, or placed in the garbage, God’s name has not been fully
written; therefore, it is not defiled. The same is true if it were
written fully on paper; they do not wish to erase or defile God’s
name.

The Purpose of the Name

In the Old Testament God revealed Himself, His nature, and His
character by His names. In fact, there are sixteen important
names for God revealed throughout the Old Testament. Below
is a list of those titles or special names, which reveal the nature
of God.23

The Compound The Meaning of the

Names Names The Scripture Reference



Jehovah Elohim
Adonai Jehovah
Jehovah Jireh
Jehovah Nissi
Jehovah Ropheka

Jehovah Shalom

Jehovah Tsidkeenu

Jehovah
Mekaddishkem

Jehovah Sabaoth

Jehovah Shammah
Jehovah Elyon
Jehovah Rohi
Jehovah Hoseenu
Jehovah Eloheenu
Jehovah Eloheka

Jehovah Elohay

The eternal creator
The Lord our master
The Lord the provider
The Lord our banner
The Lord our healer
The Lord our peace

The Lord our
righteousness

The Lord our sanctifier

The Lord of hosts

The Lord is present
The Lord Most High
The Lord my shepherd
The Lord our maker
The Lord our God
The Lord thy God

The Lord my God

Genesis 2:4-25
Genesis 15:2
Genesis 22:8-14
Exodus 17:15
Exodus 15:26

Judges 6:24

Jeremiah 23:6

Exodus 31:13

1 Samuel
1:11

Ezekiel 48:35
Psalm 7:17
Psalm 23:1
Psalm 95:6
Psalm 99:5
Exodus 20:2

Zechariah 14:5



I am using the English transliteration of God’s sacred name for the purposes of our
English readers. The actual Hebrew name for Jehovah is Yahweh or Yehovah.

Ancient Hebrews would often approach God saying, “In the
name of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (Exod. 3:6, 15—
16). Christians approach the heavenly throne through the name
of Christ, as the New Testament says: “Whatever you ask the
Father in My name He will give you” (John 16:23). “Therefore
God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which
is above every name” (Phil. 2:9).

Whether we approach God using Ha Shem, Adonai, Lord,
Father, or, as Christians, approach the Creator using the name
of Christ, we must always remember the sacredness and



holiness attached to His name. It is a commandment to do so.

There are many unique aspects and layers of prophetic
mysteries linked to the Hebrew alphabet. Since it originated in
heaven, we may one day speak it in heaven.

[ TR T ]

What God Knew

When God revealed His heavenly mysteries and spiritual code
to Moses and the prophets, it was heard and written in an
early form of the Hebrew language. The Hebrew letters and
words hold many levels of mysteries and possible
combinations that reveal this language is sacred and
important to God.

What Devout Jews Know

Jews treat the Torah as a living person and the Hebrew
language as the sacred tongue spoken in heaven. The Jewish
people have preserved the Torah and the Scriptures for each
succeeding generation to read and live by. The fact that
devout Jews have honored the written Word of God and the
Torah scroll and preserved the holiness of God’s name has
marked them as a special people above all other nations on
the earth.



‘What Christians Should Know

Christians must view the Scriptures as more than a Bible
translation published by a particular publishing company. The
printed book is the written revelation of God for mankind and
has cost the blood, sweat, tears, and lives of countless
numbers of believers who have been willing to give their lives
to protect the integrity of the Scriptures.

Not only must the Bible be treated with the highest respect
and honor, but the name of God must also never be spoken in
vain.



Chapter 4: God’s Feasts, Sabbaths, and Special
Family Celebrations
Code 4:
The Hebrew God loves to have a celebration.

Sing aloud to God our strength;

Marke a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.

Raise a song and strike the timbrel,

The pleasant harp with the lute.

Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon,

At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.
—Psalm 81:1-3

The little girl asked, “Daddy, why is that man dressed
sostrange?” He was an Orthodox Jew dressed in traditional
Hassidic black clothing with dark curls bouncing from his
temples off his cheeks. He was placing a white prayer shawl
over his head, and a small black box looked like it was glued to
the upper part of his head. To those outside his religion, he
looked rather peculiar.

I knew the feeling of looking peculiar while 1 was growing
up. My father was the pastor of a traditional full gospel church.



Our denominational practical teachings forbade members to
wear shorts in public, and women were not permitted to wear
slacks (pants)—only dresses. No jewelry, including wedding
rings, was to be donned, and wearing makeup was a no-no.
Most women never cut their hair but wore it towering high on
their head. We did this because of our interpretation of certain
scriptures in the New Testament and also from traditions
handed down from our spiritual fathers. Just like our Jewish
friends, we were tagged verypeculiar  andodd by
nonbelievers living in the community.

I do not regret being raised in this conservative manner, as
my ancestors were very godly, God-fearing, praying believers.
However, growing up I tended to perceive that God was very
strict and rigid, mostly angry at His Creation and only really
loved us when we attended church, revivals, or camp meetings.
After studying the many celebrations God established in the
Torah, I am excited to discover that God really loves to join in
with His children and have a good time. In fact, He loves to
celebrate! I came to the conclusion that God requires His
people to live a holy life, but He despises man-made legalism
that requires more than what He does. Although He hates sin,
He loves sinners.

I have also learned that once we enter the covenant of
redemption, we join a new spiritual nation (1 Pet. 2:9) and
should enjoy our families, our jobs, and the fellowship of fellow
believers. We should experience seasons of refreshing and
celebration, just as God established yearly seasons of rejoicing
for the Hebrew nation.



The Celebrations

In the American culture there are basically two religious and
personal celebrations recognized each year Traditional
American Christians celebrate what the West calls Easter and
Christmas, recalling the birth and resurrection of Christ. Each
year most Americans recognize birthdays and anniversaries of
friends and family. With three hundred sixty-five days in a
year, Americans set aside four days for some form of
“celebration” (not counting July 4 or Thanksgiving).

Torah-observant Jews recognize seven God-appointed
celebrations called the feasts, which are recorded in Leviticus
23. These appointed times, called moedim in Hebrew, are
designated yearly convocations. In Leviticus 23:6, the Hebrew
word feast is chag, whose root word is chagag, meaning, “to
move in a circle” or “to dance.” The implication is that a time of
rejoicing was set aside by God for His people. Each feast
includes specific instructions, special meals (except fasting on
the Day of Atonement), and freedom from work. Many feasts
involve the entire family. Beginning in the spring (usually
March or April) and continuing into the fall (usually September
and October), these seven festivals are as shown below.

The English The Hebrew The Jewish Time of Celebration

Name Name

Passover Pesach First month, fourteenth day

Unleavened Chag Ha . .

Bread Matzot First month, fifieenth to twenty-first days
Firstfuits Bildasrim First month, day after the Sabbath of

Unleavened Bread



Pentecost Shavuot Fifty days ffom Firstfruits

Trumpets Yom Teruah Seventh month, first day
Atonement Yom Kippur Seventh month, tenth day
Tabernacles Sukkot Seventh month, fifieenth to twenty-first days

In addition to the feasts listed above, a special celebration
called Rejoicing in the Torah is held in the seventh month,
twenty-second day (or the eighth day of Tabermacles).

The amazing feature of these festivals is their threefold
application: practical, spiritual, and prophetic. The practical
application is that they are timed around Israel’s seed planting,
rain, and harvest cycles. The firstfruits of barley were
harvested and presented to the priest at the temple just after
Passover (Lev. 23:4-11). The wheat was presented at
Pentecost, and the final ingathering of fruit was during the
Feast of Tabernacles (Exod. 34:22). The grain and fruit harvests
centered on the two rain cycles in Israel called the former and
latter rain (Joel 2:23). The Feast of Tabernacles had special
rituals at the temple calling for the winter rains to appear.

These celebrations also marked significant spiritual events
linked to Israel:

o Passover—reminded the Israelites of their
deliverance from Egypt when death passed
over their homes.

o Unleavened Bread—reminded the
Israelites of their quick departure from



Egypt, (bread without leaven).
Firstfruits—was to celebrate the first
visible ripening of the barley harvest.
Pentecost—was a reminder of God
revealing the Law to Moses on Mount
Sinai.

Trumpets—was a memorial of blowing
trumpets.

Atonement—was marked as the day, once a
year, when the high priest would atone for
Israel’s sins.

Tabernacles—was to remember the forty
years of Israel wandering in the wilderness.

These festivals also hold a prophetic application. They are a
preview of major prophetic events that will occur in the future,
linked to the Messiah’s appearing and His kingdom.

The Feast The Past or Future Prophetic Fulfillment

Passover Christ was crucified the evening before Passover.
Unleavened . . . . .

Christ, the sinless sacrifice (without leaven), was in the tomb.
Bread

R Christ was alive and seen as the firstffuits of the resurrection of the

Firstfuits

dead.

The birth of the Christian church occurred in Jerusalem on
Pentecost

Pentecost.



This feast carries the imagery of the return of Christ and the first

Trumpets resurrection.

This yearly event is a picture of the coming judgments of God,

Atonement o4 the Tribulation.

Tabernacles  This feast is a picture of the future reign of Messiah in Jerusalem.

Concerning the Jewish feasts, Paul wrote that they were a
shadow of “things to come” (Col. 2:17). He was alluding to the
fact that Christ and the church had fulfilled several prophetic
applications of certain Jewish festivals, as stated above.

Freedom From Work

God required all men over twenty years of age to make a
pilgrimage to Jerusalem during three festivals: Passover,
Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Exod. 23:14-17). Remembering and
honoring all seven festivals meant exemption from work.

The Celebration The Reference Freedom From Work

Passover, Unleavened Leviticus 23:5  You shall do no work.

Bread

Firstfuits Leviticus 23:8 You shall do not work on the seventh
day.

Pentecost IZ‘TV1tlcus 23:16- You shall do no work.

Trumpets Leviticus 23:24- You shall do no servile work.

25

Leviticus 23:27—
Atonement 28 You shall do no work.



Tabernacles I}.SevmcuS 23:34- You shall do no servile work.

Imagine all men over age twenty coming together three times
a year at one location for spiritual renewal, celebrating in God’s
presence, eating special meals, and bonding with their fellow
brethren. Being a fourth-generation minister, I can tell you
there is nothing quite like a time of extended fellowship with
other believers. Each year we conduct three to six major
conferences, which continue for five days with nine services.
They carry the feeling of a giant family reunion and are
becoming highlights each year for our close friends and
ministry partners.

Purim and Hanukkah

Although Purim and Hanukkah are not required festivals in the
Torah, they developed into minor celebrations due to the
amazing, significant events they represent. Purim, which means
“lots,” is a yearly reminder of how an orphaned Jewish girl
named Hadassah won a beauty contest, married Ahasuerus the
king of Persia, and became the famed Queen Esther. By finding
favor with the king, she intervened, saving the Jews in the
Persian Empire from perishing. (See the Book of Esther.)

Today, in Jewish communities, Purim is a yearly reminder
honoring Esther’s defeat of an enemy named Haman and God’s
deliverance and perseverance of the Jews living in 120
provinces of the Persian Empire. Today Purim is preceded by



the Fast of Esther. On Purim, Jews read the Megillah (Scroll of
Esther) in the synagogue, distribute charity to the poor,
including gifts of food, and enjoy a festive meal. Jewish
children dress up in costumes reminding them of the great
deliverance God performed through the Jewish queen of
Persia.l

Christians are taught that there were four centuries of
silence between the Testaments. Malachi, the last book of the
Christian Old Testament, is identified as the last Hebrew
prophet before John the Baptist appeared four hundred years
later. The alleged silent years were actually broken by an event
occurring about 167 years before Christ at the temple in
Jerusalem.

The Oil and the Light

In the year of 167 b.c., the Jews were facing extreme
persecution from a notorious leader named Antiochus
Epiphanes. Nicknamed “the mad man,” Antiochus replaced
Jewish priests with Greek priests, offered forbidden sacrifices
to idol gods on the temple altar, and stopped Jewish Sabbath
worship. He forbade Jewish circumcision and prevented Jews
from celebrating the feasts. On the twenty-fifth of Kislev
(December) 167 b.c., the temple altar was defiled when
Antiochus offered a swine to his god Zeus. An observant
priest, Matthias, and his five sons (the Maccabees) initiated a
revolt against the Greek occupiers that continued for three
years, ending on Kislev 25.

The Jews purified the temple, prepared new sacred vessels,



hung a new veil, and placed fresh bread on the table of
showbread (1 Macc. 4:50-51). The real miracle, however,
involved the gold seven-branched candlestick, called the
menorah. In the temple the Jewish victors found only one jar of
oil with the priestly seal, which could provide light for only one
day. The menorah was to burn and be replenished with fresh
oil daily (Exod. 27:20).

It would take one week for olive oil to be found and prepared
for the menorah. However, the jug of oil continued to provide
light for eight days.2 This miracle birthed a yearly winter
celebration called Hanukkah, also known as the Feast of
Lights.3 The temple candelabra holds seven branches, while a
Hanukkah menorah has nine. During Hanukkah, observant
Jews light one branch each day for eight days as the intriguing
story of the temple rededication is retold. The ninth branch is
called a shamash (servant) lamp and is lit each night also.

Jesus Celebrated Hanukkah

Some Christians are surprised to discover that Jesus (remember
He was Jewish) went to Jerusalemto celebrate Hanukkah.

Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and
it was winter.
—John 10:22

In Christ’s day, this celebration was called the Feast of
Dedication. Since Hanukkah is celebrated on the twenty-fifth
of Kislev, and Kislev falls around the winter months (often in



December), Jesus was at Jerusalem during winter. At that time,
four large menorahs were placed outside the temple’s outer
court. Priests would ascend large ladders and pour fresh oil in
the branches to keep the temple compound bright. It was said
that a person could stand upon the Mount of Olives and read a
scroll at night because of the brightness of the lights.

It was also during this setting when Christ announced He
was the “light of the world” and then proceeded to cure a blind
man. Just as Hanukkah was a celebration of oil and light, Jesus
was the light of the world, using theoil of the Spirit
(anointing) to bring light to a blind man (John 9).

Hanukkah Today

Today in a Jewish home, Hanukkah is a highly anticipated
celebration involving the entire family, especially children. One
Jewish friend explained this yearly tradition to Christians,
saying, “The food, traditions, and gift giving are like a ‘Jewish
Christmas.””

During the eight days of Hanukkah, meals are fried or baked
with oil. The mother prepares latkes, Yiddish for potato
pancakes, with applesauce, and, in many communities, fruit-
filled doughnuts grace the tables. Gifts are exchanged over an
eight-day period. The children play games with a dreidel, a top
with four sides, marked with four Hebrew letters. The letters
are:

o Nun



o Gimel
o Hei
o Shin

These four letters are an acronym for the Hebrew phrase,
Nes Gadol Haya Sham, meaning, “A great miracle happened
there,” referring to the miracle of the temple oil and menorah.4
As the candles are lit, children play the game, starting with
fifteen coins, or candy and nuts. Each player begins, placing
something in the pot on the table. The player will spin the
dreidel, landing on one of four Hebrew letters, which
determines the action they take. The following is based on the
Yiddish version:

o Landing on Nun, nothing—the next player
spins.

o Landing on Gimel, all—the player takes the
entire pot.

o Landing on Hei, half—the player takes half
the pot, rounding up if there is an odd
number.

e Landing on Shin, put in—the player puts
one or two objects (coins, nuts, etc.), in the
pot.

The game continues until one player wins everything in the



pot. Some Jews teach that the four Hebrew letters also allude to
the four kingdoms Israel was subjected to—Babylon, Persia,
Greece, and Rome. Yet, like the dreidel, these empires
eventually quit spinning and came crashing to an end.

As stated earlier, the traditional Christian Christmas falls on
December 25 and lasts for one day. Hanukkah, however, is
celebrated for eight days. During one Hanukkah, some close
friends staying in our home brought their Hanukkah menorah.
My little girl loves stories, so each night I told the story as the
candle was lit. I was very amused when our small daughter
said, “Dad, I like Hanukkah. I like the story, and I get a gift
every day!”

It is clear that God loves celebrations, and observant Jews
know how to celebrate.

Reasons for Celebrating

I believe there are other reasons why these appointed times are
significant.

Application 1—Reminders of God’s blessings
In his bookn Those Days, at This Time, author Gideon
Weitzman writes:

The yearly celebrations of the seven Jewish festivals
are not just to remind the Jews of their past. Rather,
each of the seven has a theme from the past that
continues to impact the future. Passover is linked to
freedom, while Tabernacles reveals Divine Protection.



The Day of Atonement, Rosh HaShanah, is a
reminder of God’s forgiveness and His power to
renew the people. During the festivals, particular
prayers are offered by the Jews giving God thanks for
delivering, protecting, and directing their ancestors.
They then ask God to continue to perform the same
miracles for them today and for their children
tomorrow.5

Just as Western holidays are reminders of past events, the
Jewish festivals are yearly reminders of God’s goodness to His
people, delivering, protecting, and restoring them to Israel, the
land of their covenant.

Application 2—Rest from their labors (the Sabbath)

God created everything in six days, and He rested on the
seventh day (Gen. 2:2). This initiated a set time each week
called the Sabbath, or Shabbat in Hebrew, which means “to
rest or to lay aside labor.” There are Hebrew words translated
rest in the English translation of the Torah. They include:
shabath, which alludes to letting go (Exod. 23:11); shamat,
alluding to letting alone; and nuwach, to settle down (Isa.
23:12). They all carry the same connotation. A shabbat was a
personal letting go and resting. God commanded that the land
and animals rest and be “let alone” in order to fulfill the
commandment.

The theme of resting from labor was so important that God
hallowed the seventh day each week as a Sabbath of rest.
Every seventh year was a Sabbatical rest year (called Shemitah



in Hebrew). Every seven cycles of seven years—forty-nine
years—was designated a Jubilee cycle of complete rest. During
these three Sabbatical cycles, people, animals, and the land
enjoyed exemption from work (Exod. 23:10-12; Lev. 25:4-55).
With each of the seven feasts, God commanded the people to
refrain from work. The Sabbath was created for man’s
enjoyment:

And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath.”
—Mark 2:27

The physical body needs rest, and the heart rate slows down
every seventh day (this may be why people tend to take a nap
on the Sabbath).6 During every seventh year, a Sabbatical
year, when the land and animals were to rest, no plowing,
planting, reaping, or harvesting took place. The practical
reason was that this method allowed the fruit to drop to the
ground and rot back into the soil, providing minerals back to
the topsoil every seven years.

Israel was taken into Babylon captivity for seventy years
because they broke the law of the Jubilee cycle (Lev. 25-26),
which required the land to rest. God punished the Jews,
sending them into Babylon for seventy years so the land could
enjoy her Sabbaths (2 Chron. 36:20-21).

The Jewish Sabbath begins at 6:00 p.m. on Friday evening
and concludes at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday evening, a period of
twenty-four hours. For devout Jews, this is a complete time of
rest from work and includes three meals and family time. A



normal Jewish Sabbath proceeds as follows:

1.

The woman lights two candles to welcome
the Sabbath, done, in some communities,
together as a family.

. Ablessing is recited over the candles.7
. The family arrives and sits down for the

meal, perhaps singing a song, ‘Peace to
You.”

. The father then lays hands on his children

and blesses them or embraces them. (See
the next chapter.)

. The husband honors his wife by reading to

her of the virtuous woman from Proverbs
31.

. The blessing over the wine or grape juice,

called the Shabbat Kiddush, is said
(Sabbath sanctification).

. There is a blessing said over the bread.
. Once the sun has set, from 6:00 p.m. Friday

to 6:00 p.m. Saturday, it is common to
greet one another with Shabbat Shalom, or
Sabbath peace.8



When I was a child, there were no stores, gas stations, or
restaurants open on Sunday. This gave owners, staff, and
workers time to worship in a local church of their choice and
spend quality time with family. During the week, our family
often ate hamburgers, spaghetti, and sandwiches, but we knew
that Sunday was coming, and Mom would cook a rea/ Sunday
dinner—the best roast beef in the neighborhood always
accompanied by mashed potatoes. Throughout the entire day,
people spoke about the Lord and the Bible, edifying one
another in the faith. Later, at six o’clock in the evening, we
went back to church for the evening service.

With today’s fast-food restaurants and busy schedules,
home cooking is becoming a lost art. Now on the average
Sabbath, Mom and Dad exit the front door, the kids head out
the back door, and the neighbors pop in to say hello through
the side door. In America, the Sabbath day has become just
another day of the week to work, clean house, shop, and
perform routine activities. Perhaps this is why Americans
remain tired, guzzling energy drinks and experiencing stress-
related illnesses—we are breaking God’s commandment to rest
on the seventh day. We are working seven days a week. The
feasts provided special seasons to cease from work, but the
Sabbath provides one day a week to just chill out and enjoy a
word fromthe Lord in His house.

Application 3—Bringing men together for bonding and
fellows hip

In Jewish thought, the man is not just the head of the home
but also the spiritual priest of the family. Since the oldest male



son carried on the family name and secured the family
inheritance, it was important to God that the male child would
understand the significance of his responsibility and position.
In Exodus 13, Moses said that if a male child was the firstborn
in his mother’s womb, that child was set apart and holy. When
my wife became pregnant in 1989, a friend who was familiar
with the Torah said to me, “Your first child will be a boy,
because a minister of God must have a male child first.” (He
was basing his statement on the passage from Exodus 13:12—
14.) Young boys often have a special bond with their mothers,
and young girls with their fathers. When all males over twenty
journeyed to Jerusalem three times a year, an important male
bonding occurred, bringing the men together in one location
for spiritual renewal and fellowship.

Application 4—Encountering God’s presence at the temple

In ancient Israel the synagogue was the local weekly
gathering place, and the Jerusalem temple housed the presence
of God. Each Sabbath the community gathered at the
synagogue, and, during the special feasts, the men made
pilgrimage to the sacred temple, presenting lambs, firstfruits,
tithes, and offerings or seeking renewal and repentance. The
temple was the dwelling place for God’s presence.

While I was growing up, my father pastored in Virginia. We
attended church on Sunday momings, Sunday nights, and
Wednesday nights, never missing a revival or special service
unless we were sick. Each month the district hosted youth
rallies, followed by a meal (usually “fast food”). These monthly
youth meetings created relationships we cherished.



Today the average American Christian spends two hours in
church once a week. It is virtually impossible to establish
relationships and fellowship with believers in such a brief
encounter, not to mention that two hours in a worship service
leaves one hundred sixty-six remaining hours to work, sleep,
eat, and fulfill our personal desires.9 The weekly encounters
and yearly feasts provided time in God’s Word with God’s
people in God’s presence—something we could all use a lot
more of.

[ TR T ]

What God Knew

Israel, being an agrarian society, centered its work on farming
and raising livestock. Work was long and difficult at times.
God used the rain and harvest cycles to formulate a series of
appointed times in which the people could rejoice over their
harvests and celebrate the goodness of God. These feasts
were accompanied by great joy, festive meals, and special
activities that renewed the spirits of the laborers. God
established seasons of rest to enjoy family and community.
God rested on the seventh day and told man to do the same.

What Devout Jews Know

Although these feasts had practical and spiritual applications,



each identifying a specific event in Israel’s history, the Jews
knew that each generation must be reminded of God’s
redemptive power and the covenant with His people. These
yearly feasts have distinguished the Jews from all other
nations and ethnic groups. God loves a celebration, and the
Jews enjoy being asked to participate.

‘What Christians Should Know

God enjoys a celebration, and we too should celebrate the
redemptive covenant through Christ. All seven feasts have a
prophetic application. Christ fulfilled the first three at His first
coming. The church was born at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), and
future prophetic events will fall in line with the three fall
feasts. God has neverdone away with the feasts, but He
allows each feast to be a spiritual preview of a major prophetic
event linked to the Messiah. Each feast should remind
Christians of the event that occurred and the events that will
occur.

Christians Honoring the Feasts

Christians recognize that Christ fulfilled three of the first
feasts—Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits. The
church was birthed in Jerusalem during the Feast of
Pentecost. Instead of a traditional Easter service, why not
incorporate a special customized celebration commemorating
these festivals?



At Passover

Invite a Jewish rabbi or a messianic rabbi
to perform the Passover Seder as part of
the service.

Partake of the Lord’s Supper
(Communion) as a visible illustration and
meaning of the Passover.

Conduct a drama illustrating the ancient
Passover, and show the spiritual meaning.
Do an entire Passion Week with each day
revealing what occurred at that time during
the Passion.

Have the church present a firstfruits
offering for the poor, the widows, and the
needy in your community.

Incorporate a testimony service involving
testimonies from several people who
came to Christ during the past year.

Plan a drama centered on the redemptive
work of Christ, and invite friends and
family.



At Pentecost

o Pentecost should be a joyous occasion. It
is the birthday of the church.

o Allow your youth and teens to perform a
drama, dressed in biblical clothes.

o Preach an illustrated message showing the
first Pentecost (Mount Sinai) and the Day
of Pentecost (Jerusalem).

o Have a celebration (just like a birthday
party) with the entire church to celebrate
Pentecost.

o Have a Homecoming meal, inviting all
former church members back home for a
Pentecost celebration.

o Use banners and costumes to host a
processional honoring the coming of the
Holy Spirit.

During God’s appointed times—Christ’s death and
resurrection and the birth of the church (the coming of the
Holy Spirit)}—it should not be church as usual. These are
momentous and historical celebrations for the Jews and for
the Christians. Since God loves to celebrate, why not plan a
celebration?






Chapter 5: The Meanings and Purposes of Jewish
Life Cycles
Code 5:
There are Hebrew secrets for training a child
following God'’s life cycles.

Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it.
—Proverbs 22:6

It was a chilly November night when our small group of five
men, led by my guide, Gideon Shor, walked briskly toward the
upstairs office of Rabbi Yehudah Getz. It was Hanukkah, and
nine large lamps burning with fire and fastened on top of the
main building set a mystical glow against the weatherworn,
limestone ashlars of the Western Wall. Entering the small
office, I was greeted with a smile and warm handshake by a
man about five feet five inches tall. He had a long, flowing
white beard that lay like cotton candy on the front of his black
orthodox coat. His ruddy cheeks, hearty spirit, and big smile
reminded me of a Jewish Saint Nicholas.

As our discussion ensued, each question we asked was



answered through our Jewish interpreter. At times the mystical
rabbi would turn and pull a book from a shelf of seemingly
endless Jewish commentaries, quoting from the Oral Tradition,
the Talmud, or other rabbinical sources. After a cordial
meeting, I inquired about this idea of the Oral Tradition. I
discovered the Jews have not only the Torah but also
numerous other spiritual and religious books. Over the
centuries of contemporary societies, at times it was unclear
about how to enact certain laws in the Torah, so rabbis
compiled a series of writings called the Talmud. One called the
Jerusalem Talmud was produced in Israel around a.d. 400, and
the other, the Babylonian Talmud, was completed in a.d. 499.
Both accepted the writings of Jewish law compiled by Rabbi
Judah ha-Nasi (president of the Sanhedrin) from the second
and third century.

As rabbis discussed each Mishna (oral tradition), adding
their legends, anecdotes, and theological opinions, a work
called the Gemara was compiled. The Mishna and Gemara
together make up the Talmud. The Midrash (meaning study) is
an additional commentary on the Scriptures. Devout Jews
spend their lives in the study of the Torah and the Oral
Tradition, gleaning from all of the above books by reading,
asking questions, commenting, and reading again.l Is it any
wonder that the Jewish mind is centered on education? Many
Jews are so studious that while many youth in the West are
being entertained for an average of seven hours a day by
television, their Jewish counterparts are studying these ancient
texts.



Look Who’s Raising Cain

After being expelled from Eden, Eve conceived two sons, Cain
and Abel. On one occasion, both offered a sacrifice to God.
Abel presented a firstling from the flock, and Cain presented
grain. God favored Abel’s offering, angering Cain, who rose up
against his brother and slew him. Cain became a vagabond, a
word meaning, “a waverer or a wanderer.”2 This vagabond
spirit describes many of the youth in America and parts of
Europe. The Cain generation is a wandering group, seeking
approval, affirmation, and care, looking for love in all the wrong
places. Someone other than Mom and Dad—including gangs
—are raising Cain. In America many of the younger generation
are being raised and influenced by everyone but their parents.

o The television has become the babysitter in
many homes.

o Computer games take hours of valuable
time away from conversations among
family members.

e Cell phones and unnecessary text
messaging are consuming large amounts of
time.

e Movies, the Internet, and other
technologies are creating distractions from
family time.



Among Gentile families, parents typically work two jobs,
reducing quality family time. In fact, statistics reveal that the
average father spends 2.5 hours a day with his child during the
week, including watching television.3 Early in life a cycle
begins where a child is under the influence of other people
more than his or her parents. For working parents, the cycle
starts at age five. The youngster is driven to a day-care center
while Mom works helping to “make ends meet.” After day care
is kindergarten, followed by twelve years of public school,
totaling about thirteen years of direct influence from male and
female teachers, each attempting to impart knowledge that,
hopefully, results in good grades and a graduation certificate.
During these thirteen important years, each child will view
thousands of hours of crime, violence, sex, and profanity
through television, movies, and DVDs. Internet access will add
thousands more graphic images and information, including a
dark world of perversion and chat rooms. By the time your
child reaches the mature age of twenty-two, public schools and
colleges have imparted knowledge to them for about seventeen
consecutive years.

The Eight Stages of Growth

There are eight different Hebrew words found in Scripture used
to depict a new stage of life.4
The Hebrew Word Scripture Reference The Growth Level

1. Yeled Exodus 2:3, 6, 8 A newborn

2. Yanaq Isaiah 11:8 A suckling



3. ‘Owlel Lamentations 4:4 Asks for bread and not milk

4. Gamul Isaiah 28:9 Weaned one (the end of 2 years)
5. Taph Ezekiel 9:6 Clings to its mother

6. Elem (almah) Isaiah 7:14 Becoming strong and firm

7. Na'ar Isaiah 40:30 Shaking himself free

8. Bachur Isaiah 31:8 Ripened and growing (a warrior)

In the Mishnah (Aboth. v. 21), Rabbi Yehuda, the son of
Tema, lists the cycles of life beginning at age five up to age
one hundred:5
The Life Cycle The Emphasis of Each Life Cycle

Ages Read the Bible

Age 10 Begin studying the Mishnah
Age 13 Bound to the commandments
Age 15 Begin studying the Talmud

Age 18 The age of marriage

Age 20 The pursuit of trade and business
Age 30 Full of vigor

Age 40 Maturity of reason

Age 50 A counselor

Age 60 The commencement of age

Age 70 The gray age



Age 80 Advanced old age
Age 90 Bowed down

Age 100 As he were dead and gone

Instructing children must begin at home. The Hebrew word
for parents is horim. The Hebrew word for teachers is morim.
Both words bear the meaning to teach and to instruct. Jewish
parents realize they are the main instructors and teachers for
their children. This responsibility is revealed in the Torah:

Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in
your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign
on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. You shall teach them to your children,
speaking of them when you sit in your house, when
you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when
you rise up. And you shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates, that
your days and the days of your children may be
multiplied in the land of which the LORD swore to
your fathers to give them, like the days of the
heavens above the earth.

—Deuteronomy 11:18-21

Instruction must begin in the preschool years. During the
first five years, parents can see the child’s personality
developing. The teen years develop the child’s value system,
and the twenties develop that person’s work ethic. Physical
growth and maturity eventually merge over time, but the



foundation for a child’s spiritual inclination must be laid early.
Children learn values from home, knowledge from school, and
habits from friends. The early training in a religious Jewish
home begins by teaching the child certain prayers, especially
the Shema and the Berachot.

The first learned prayer, Shema Yisrael, means, “Hear (O)
Israel.” It is a kind of creed, with the main verse in this prayer
being Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God,
the LORD is one!” In Hebrew it reads: “Shema Yisrael Adonai
Eloheinu Adonai Echad.” The prayer also includes
Deuteronomy 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41. The Shema is
repeated twice a day and is the central part of the moming and
evening Jewish prayers.

Learning to pray is the heart of Judaism. There are eighteen
parts of the prayer prayed in a Jewish liturgy, called shmoneh
esre (which means, “eighteen”). These prayers are prayed three
times a day each week. Later the curse of the heretics was
added, making nineteen themes:

1. A reminder of God’s covenant with the
patriarchs

. A description of God’s almighty power

. A contemplation of the divine name

. Prayer for divine insight

. Prayer for repentance

. Prayer for forgiveness of sins

. Prayer for redemption through Israel’s

N O LW



Redeemer

8. Prayer for healing—also for the people of
Israel

9. Prayer for a fruitful and productive year

10. Prayer for acquittal in the messianic Last
Judgment

11. Prayer that slanderers and blasphemers
would be destroyed

12. Prayer for the devout and for true
proselytes

13. Prayer that Jerusalem will be rebuilt

14. Prayer for the coming of the Messiah

15. Arequest that the whole of this prayer may
be heard from God

16. Prayer that the glory (Shekinah) will return
to Zion

17. Thanksgiving for the mercies of God

18. Prayer that the peace of God will rest upon
his people Israel6

After learning the Shema, a child learns to bless. This prayer,
called the Berachot (blessings), is offered in front of the child.
Once children learn to speak, they are encouraged to pray over
their food and to thank God for the little things such as their



fruit, candy, or juice. It is said that any act performed for
twenty-one consecutive days can become a habit. Therefore,
praying should not be random but steady and consistent—in
fact, daily. I saw this in my youngest child, Amanda, who even
at two and three years of age always requested to bless the
food. If eating in a restaurant, she still reminds people to give
thanks! The normal Jewish prayer over food is:

Blessed are You, O Lord, King of the universe who
brings forth bread from the earth.

The prayer can include:

Blessed are You, O Lord, King of the universe who
creates the fruit of the vine . . . who creates various
types of fiuit . . . who has created everything.

At an early age parents will read special storybooks to their
children. This was a practice followed by my wife, Pam, with
both of our children. Pam would end the day by reading a
chapter from a book while lying on the bed with the children,
and we concluded the day by having our children pray a prayer
for good sleep and blessing on the family, the house, and even
the cat. (God does include healthy animals in your blessing
portfolio!)

Children of all faiths love toys and games. The American
culture emphasizes dolls for girls and various toys for boys.
Western toys are seldom developed for religious education. In
the Jewish culture many toys are created with religious themes
in mind. There are stuffed Torah scrolls, Hebrew alphabet



building blocks, toy charity boxes to teach giving of charity to
the needy, Purim noisemakers, Passover (Seder) props, and
numerous toys linked to Hanukah.7 As the child reaches
maturity, he or she is presented a tal/lit (a Jewish prayer shawl)
and taught the history and spiritual significance of the shofar
(the horn made froman animal horn).

As children grow, they are taught to hold the elderly in high
respect. In Orthodox communities, the older men are the elders
and are looked upon for their experiences in life and their
wisdom. In early Jewish families, members of the families were
so close knit that at death, deep mourning lasted for seven
days, followed by a lighter mourning for thirty days. Children
were taught to mourn for their parents for twelve months, and
the anniversary of the day of the death was to be observed.

The Five Stages in Life

The life cycles in a Jewish family can be summed up in one
word: celebration! This concept of celebrating life is manifested
through the seven yearly feasts and the Sabbath cycles and
begins at birth and continues to the moment of marriage. This
life celebration progresses through five stages, with each stage
initiating a new religious ritual or experience that introduces
and commemorates each stage.

Stage 1: The celebration of circumcision

According to God’s commandment, a Jewish male child was
to be circumcised on the eighth day after his birth. This act of
physical circumcision is more of a spiritual ceremony than a



surgery and was initiated by God as a token (visible sign) of a
Jewish son becoming a part of the covenant with God.
Circumcision was commanded in the law, and any Hebrew male
child not circumcised was “cut off” from the people:

And the uncircumcised male child, who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person
shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My
covenant.

—Genesis 17:14

Abraham’s circumcision is mentioned thirteen times in the
Torah. In Israel, the act of circumcision, called Bris in the
Hebrew, is performed by a Mohel (a circumciser) who is
especially trained for the procedure. The most honored person
is the Sandak or godfather who holds the infant on his knees
for the circumcision. At times two chairs are used, one for the
Sandak and the other chair for Elijah. The infant is placed in the
chair while the Sandak prays that the spirit of Elijah will stand
over himas he performs the ceremony.

Another interesting detail is that the infant son’s name is not
given or revealed at birth. It has been discussed in secret
among the parents and closest friends or relatives. It remains a
secret until the eighth day at the ceremony of circumcision. At
a designated moment, the father whispers the son’s name into
the ear of the grandfather or godfather. The name is then
publicly announced to those gathered, accompanying great
anticipation and excitement. The greatest honor is to name a
son after a father, a grandfather, a great biblical character, or a



famous Jewish person. The naming of the son is a highlight
during the event and is celebrated since every Hebrew name
carries a unique meaning.

Other blessings over the infant include prayers for his
success in life, his future marriage, and a prayer that he will
grow up to know the Torah. Following the ceremony, a festive
meal is enjoyed by the family and closest friends.

The purchase price and dedicating a child

Shortly after a child’s birth, most Christian parents will
arrange for a baby dedication at their local church.
Accompanying the proud parents are siblings, grandparents,
godparents (spiritual guardians), close relatives, and special
friends. The ceremony is emotionally moving as the presiding
minister cuddles the newbomn, speaking a blessing or prayer,
and charges the parents to raise the child in the knowledge of
the Lord. Afterward the worship service continues on
schedule.

As a Christian, I believe each child should be celebrated in
the church where the family attends. The traditional baby
dedication is also an opportunity to invite relatives to a
worship service that they may not have attended in years.
However, parents may choose to follow an example from
Jewish families who center their firstborn son’s dedication in
the home.

This ceremony for a son is called the Pidyon HaBen
(Redemption of the Son). This ancient commandment is written
in Numbers 18:15-16:

Everything that first opens the womb of all flesh,



which they bring to the LORD, whether man or beast,
shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of man you
shall surely redeem, and the firstborn of unclean
animals you shall redeem. And those redeemed of the
devoted things you shall redeem when one month
old, according to your valuation, for five shekels of
silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary,
which is twenty gerahs.

There are rabbinical explanations given as to why five
shekels were selected. First, Joseph, Rachel’s firstborn son,
was sold by his brothers for twenty pieces of silver, the
equivalent of five shekels. Therefore, five shekels are given to
the priest to redeem the son back. The fifth letter of the Hebrew
alphabet is hei and was the letter God inserted into Abram’s
name when He changed it to Abraham. In Christian theology,
five is a number alluding to the grace of God.

The Jewish custom begins when the infant is at least thirty-
one days old. God wanted all men in Israel to be a nation of
priests. After Israel sinned with the golden calf, God selected
Levi as the single priestly tribe. By providing the five shekels
to the priest, the father redeemed the son from entering the
priesthood. It also reminds the Jews of God preserving the
firstborn sons of the Hebrews on the night the destroying
angel entered Egypt (Exod. 12).

The silver tray, jewelry, and coins

Normally, ten men are present for the ceremony. The priest
asks the father if he would prefer the child or the five shekels
he must pay. The father chooses the child, recites a blessing,



and hands the silver coins to the priest.

Holding the coins over the infant, the priest declares the
redemption is paid. He blesses the child and then returns him
to the parents. The coins are usually returned to the child as a
gift.

At times the child is placed on a blanket on a silver tray,
surrounded by jewelry borrowed for the ceremony from women
in attendance. This could allude to the Hebrews borrowing the
jewelry from their neighbors when departing from Egypt. A
festive meal follows, and some will hand out cubes of sugar
and garlic cloves.

Girls are not omitted from experiencing their own naming
ceremony, called Zeved habat among the Sephardic Jews and
Simchat bat among the Ashkenazi sect. These ceremonies
often occur within the first month of a girl’s birth and can be
celebrated privately in the synagogue or in a party at home. A
rabbiand a cantor often participate.

The varied traditions and customs are too numerous to
elaborate on. However, some customs include lighting seven
candles, representing the seven days of Creation, while
holding the infant or wrapping the child in the four corners of a
tallit Jewish prayer shawl). Other customs are lifting the baby
and touching her hands to the Torah scroll.

The Christian dedication celebration

How can such beautiful customs be applied to Gentile
believers?

There is no set manner in Scripture on how to dedicate an
infant, other than the examples of Hannah (1 Sam. 1:23-28) and
Mary and Joseph (Luke 2:21-27). Every parent should perform



a dedication in God’s house, but they may also consider a
special ceremony at home. This enables more family and
friends to be invited in a comfortable family setting. It also
prevents time restraints often associated with Sunday moming
dedication services. A special meal can also be prepared to
celebrate the arrival of a new life.

Here are several suggestions for incorporating these
wonderful Jewish traditions into a Christian infant’s dedication
in the parents’ home:

Prepare the time of dedication after the
child has reached his or her thirtieth day
(Num. 18:15-16).

For traditional Christians, Sunday is a good
day, since those attending are normally not
working.

Prepare five shekels of silver (silver
dollars if possible) as a token of
redemption (Num. 18:15-16).

Have your pastor, priest, or minister
participate to pray the special blessing on
the infant.

As the prayer is being offered, you may
choose to wrap a tallit (prayer shawl)
around the infant, indicating God’s Word



and His commandments.
o A family meal should follow the ceremony.
e You may wish to affix a small child’s
mezuzah to the right door frame of the
infant’s room.

If you choose a home celebration, be sure to inform all
parties involved of their importance and duties during the
dedication. The birth of both a son and a daughter should be
celebrated and confirmed by a public or private dedication
ceremony. This is the first stage of life.

Stage 2: The celebration of adulthood

The next celebration occurs when a Jewish boy (or girl)
reaches the age of thirteen. The young boy experiences a
ceremony called bar mitzvah, and the girls, bat mitzvah. The
word mitzvah means, “commandment.” Since bar in Hebrew
means “son,” and bat in Hebrew means “daughter,” the phrase
bar mitzvah means a son to whom the commandments apply.
In the Bible, all of God’s commandments are called mitzvoth.
These ceremonies are a celebration recognizing the coming of
age for sons and daughters when reaching the significant age
of thirteen.

Several times in Israel I have watched the bar mitzvah
ceremonies at the famed Western Wall (called by some the
Wailing Wall). The female family members and friends stand
behind a large stone partition, separating them from the men’s
section of the plaza. Eventually, the male relatives exit from a



side tunnel on the left, parallel to the historical Western Wall.
At times the young candidate for bar mitzvah rides atop the
back of his father or the nearest kin, shrouded in his rallit
(prayer shawl) and wearing a yarmulke (head covering).

The men enter the stone-slab plaza clapping, singing, and
skipping as a rabbi leads the procession holding a large Torah
scroll above his head. Suddenly, the women send their
resounding sound of approval with shouting and begin
throwing handfuls of candy toward the group.

Prior to this moment, the father bore the responsibility for
the actions of his children. At a bar and bat mitzvah the young
adult will now accept responsibility for his or her actions.
While Gentiles often dread their children becoming teenagers,
the religious Jews commemorate the occasion, which not only
transfers moral and spiritual responsibility to the boy and girl
but also affirms them through this family celebration involving
parents, relatives, and close friends.

In Western culture, a girl recognizes the age of sixteen as
sweet sixteen, and a teenage boy feels he has entered manhood
when he becomes eighteen, leaving home released from
parental guardianship and family influence. If, however, we
delay in spiritually and morally instructing our children until
the ages of sixteen and eighteen, then the train has already left
the station. In Judaism, the bar or bat mitzvah initiates a rite o}
passage into the Jewish adult community. Christians often
debate, “What is the age of moral and spiritual accountability
for a child?” Numerous suggestions are made, from the age at
which they can pray and repent to the age of knowing right
from wrong. Christ at age twelve was in the temple with the



scribes and doctors of the law. Joseph found Him, and Christ
said, “I must be about My Father’s business” (Luke 2:49).
Christ was nearing His thirteenth year.

I personally believe the true age of moral and spiritual
accountability begins between ages twelve to thirteen. There
are physical and hormonal changes that begin, called puberty.
The bar mitzvah is the commandment age and the age of
majority in Judaism. I recall when my friend Bill Cloud’s son
turned thirteen. We gathered at a local restaurant for a special
meal, prayers, and blessings, affirming him in the faith and
celebrating a new entry into the community of adulthood.
Instead of waiting until graduation when a teen leaves home to
recognize personal and spiritual accountability, why not
celebrate the age thirteen, the beginning of the teen years?

Stage 3: The celebration of maturity

The age of eighteen is a mile marker in North American
culture. Most teens have graduated from high school and are
preparing for college or a trade, or they are training for a career.
It is also the age when the four branches of the U.S. military
recruit men and women for jobs or careers in the armed
services. It may come as a surprise that God began His
recruiting for the Israeli military at age twenty and not age
eighteen.

So what is the difference with two years?

Any parents raising children (especially boys) know that
ages sixteen to nineteen are the most challenging for the
average teenager. They are attempting to discover themselves,
attempting to ignore parental influence. There is peer pressure



to experiment with alcohol, sex, and illegal drugs. My wife and I
have questioned why most parents have a rebellion story
about their teenage children and why numerous parents tell us,
“It seemed everything changed for the good after they turned
twenty.” Some have stated, “When my kids turned twenty, it
was like the light came on, and I wondered, ‘Is this same
defiant child that was resisting my instructions?’”

God knew that something biological occurs at age twenty,
which medical sources have recently discovered. When
numbering the Hebrew men, God began at age twenty up to
age sixty, requiring a half shekel of redemption for every male
over twenty (Lev. 27:3-5). All men over twenty (not eighteen)
were prepared for war if needed:

Take a census of all the congregation of the children
of Israel, by their families, by their fathers’ houses,
according to the number of names, every male
individually, from twenty years old and above—all
who are able to go to war in Israel. You and Aaron
shall number them by their armies.

—Numbers 1:2-3

The United States recruits future soldiers at age eighteen
when most are exiting high school and entering the college or
career cycle. What did God know about age twenty that we
don’t? In For Parents Only, the authors report why teenagers
seeking their freedom often make foolish and dangerous
decisions, ignoring obvious warnings. The authors write:

Our teens are not only addicted; they are also brain



deficient. Science demonstrates that the frontal lobe
of the brain—the area that allows judgment for
consequences and control of impulses—doesn’t
fully develop until after the teen years. So in the
absence of a fully functioning frontal lobe, teenage
brains rely more on the centers that control emotion
—which in effect means they give in much more
easily to impulses.8

Society places heavy responsibilities on teens to make major
decisions about career, college, and the military at age
eighteen, when in reality the mental judgment for such major
decisions is better developed after the teen years. Obviously,
the Creator knew that at age twenty and beyond, the judgment
and reasoning lobe of the brain was fully developed, allowing
for better decision making and mental judgments. God
permitted young men to fight in battles at age twenty.

When the leadership of ancient Israel conducted a census,
numbering the men from age twenty and above, a silver half-
shekel was collected from each man, symbolizing the price of
redemption. The coins were presented to the priests and used
to repair the tabernacle and the temple (Exod. 30:13-15). Thus,
age twenty was the introduction into a level of mental and
emotional maturity among the men of Israel, with confidence
that good mental decisions could be made. At age thirteen
boys were affirmed into adulthood, but at age twenty they
became an adult.

Stage 4: The celebration of spiritual development



In the Torah, age thirty introduced another life cycle of
spiritual maturity. A Levite could not officiate in the temple
priesthood until he was thirty years of age (Num. 4:3, 23, 30).
Christ was baptized and entered the public ministry at about
the age of thirty (Luke 3:23). While spiritual maturity does not
always match a person’s chronological age, there appears to be
significance to the age thirty.

According to rabbinical thought, age thirty is when we reach
the peak of our strength. This was especially true in ancient
Israel, when the average life span of a person was about forty-
five to fifty years. In ancient times people married in their mid
to late teen years. God exempted the newlyweds from work for
an entire year to bond with each other. In earlier times, by the
time a father had a son who was turning age thirteen, the
average father was nearing or slightly past thirty years of age.
By this time there is a spiritual inclination and focus that a
father has that may have been absent in his twenties when he
was concentrating on his education, business, wife, or early
career. However, once the children begin arriving and maturing,
some parents who lacked spiritual direction become concerned
for moral attitudes and spiritual development of their children.

Everyone knows that moving from age twenty-nine to thirty
becomes a milestone in life in the same manner that turning
forty, fifty, and seventy holds important symbolism. Each of
these four ages indicates important life cycles, carrying a new
spiritual level of growth and development.

Stage 5: The celebration of marriage
To Orthodox Jews and dedicated Christians, it is important



to marry in the faith. When a Jewish man marries a Jewish
woman, it helps preserve the Jewish identity, traditions, and
culture. Abraham refused to allow Isaac to marry a Canaanite
(Gen. 24:3), and Rebekah did not want Jacob to marry a
daughter of Heth, also a Canaanite sect (Gen. 27:46). Christians
marrying other Christians helps create more peace in the home,
as there will not be a division over religion or questions about
what faith to raise the child in. Christians and Jews understand
that faith and belief are generational and can be passed on to
the children.

The original purpose of marriage was for procreation. Out of
613 commandments in the Torah, the first is, “Be fruitful, and
multiply, and replenish the earth” (Gen. 1:28, KJV). To the
ancient Hebrew, marriage was more of a lifelong commitment
than an emotional feeling of, “I amin love.” In fact, the ancient
form of engagement was more like a business proposition than
a contemporary engagement. Love was to blossom and mature
as you spent your lives weaving the fabric of a home.

Selecting a life mate and entering marriage is one of the
highest expectations in life. In Western culture we are very
familiar with preparations for a marriage ceremony. Many
Christians, however, know very little about the customs and
traditions of the ancient Jewish wedding process.

Years ago I researched the ancient Jewish wedding customs,
which were a preview of the Messiah’s appearing. When a
young man selected his future bride, he would meet with the
woman’s father to initiate the process. During this meeting,
several important events occurred. First, the young man
produced a marriage contract outlining the details of what he



expected from his future wife and what she could expect from
him as a husband. Once the contract, called a ketubah, was
agreed upon, the couple drank from a glass of wine as a token
of their covenant agreement. The father of the groom then
provided a special price for the woman. It might have been
camels, goats, or a piece of property.

After these procedures were completed, the groom returned
to his father’s house, and the woman remained at her parents’
home. From that moment forward the couple did not date or
visit one another. Two individuals, called the friend of the bride
and the friend of the bridegroom, relayed messages between
the bride and groom. The woman remained faithful to her future
husband, publicly wearing a veil covering her face, which
indicated she was spoken for. The man worked at his father’s
house preparing a special room for the couple for
consummating their marriage.

Upon completion of the room, the groom’s father permitted
his son to take his bride. At times a group of men would be
sent secretly to the bride’s house and would stand at her
window and announce, “The bridegroom is coming. Make
yourself ready.” The woman would prepare herself, and often
several young virgins would be present with her during this
exciting moment. She would be whisked from her house and
brought to the groom’s prepared chamber. If the event
occurred at night, torches on long poles were lit and led the
way through the dark night to the waiting groom.

Upon arrival, the waiting groom would bring his new bride
into the special room called achuppah. There, the couple
would consummate their marriage.



This ancient procedure parallels the new covenant a believer
enters when receiving Christ. First we are invited to receive
Him. We seal our agreement through the cup of Communion
(the Lord’s Supper). Christ has gone to prepare a place for us
at His Father’s house (John 14:1-2). While He is away, we are
to keep our lamp trimmed and buming (Matt. 25:7) and keep our
garments white (Rev. 16:15). The heavenly Father will
determine when the heavenly wedding chamber is completed
for the bride’s arrival. Christ will secretly and unexpectedly
return with a “shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trumpet of God” (1 Thess. 4:16-18). When we arrive in
heaven, we will be treated to a marriage supper (Rev. 19:7-9).

The marriage covenant—the sign

As stated, the word covenant is the word b rit, which
means, “to cut.” The early biblical covenants were sealed with
sacrificial offerings. God gave every woman a physical sign of
her marriage covenant. When a bride who is a virgin
consummates her marriage, she sheds a portion of blood. In the
Torah, this blood was considered a token (sign) of her entering
into the marriage covenant with one man. The law required
proof of her virginity; therefore, the following moming the
sheets from the bed were presented to the city elders, who
looked for blood on the sheets as proof of the woman’s
virginity. If she had lied, and the blood evidence was absent
fromthe sheets, she could be executed (Deut. 22:15-20).

Sadly, in Western culture, youth often pride themselves on
losing their virginity. Marriage is viewed as obsolete, replaced
by living together and new sexual freedom. We should begin
teaching young, unmarried women that marriage is a covenant.



If a young woman remains sexually pure, she will have a token
of her marriage covenant with her husband on her honeymoon
night. Perhaps this emphasis would encourage young women
to remain pure until the moment of consummating their
marriage.

The lifeblood of each marriage flows from a spiritual
covenant sealed by the redemptive blood of our heavenly
Bridegroom. In the beginning there was one man, Adam. God
performed the first surgery and created a counterpart for Adam,
a woman. God took a rib from Adam, creating Eve. The Hebrew
word rib is also used in Scripture to indicate pillars and beams
that hold up a building. In Genesis 2:23, the Hebrew word for
man is ‘7ysh, and the word for woman is ishah. In Hebrew, the
words man and woman share two identical Hebrew letters—the
letters alef and shin. Man’s name has an additional yod and
woman’s name an additional letter, sei. Together they spell
YAH, an abbreviation of the name of God. However, if you
remove the yod and hei (God’s name) from man and woman’s
name, all that is left are two letters that spell ‘esh, the Hebrew
word for fire! The rabbinical interpretation is that this fire can
produce passion, but without God there is passion without
common spiritual beliefs and values, leading to the destruction
ofthe union.9

These five cycles—age eight (circumcision), thirteen
(coming of age), twenty (emotional and mental maturity), thirty
(new spiritual maturity), and marriage are the five major Jewish
life cycles. It is the fifth cycle of marriage where a couple
begins dreaming of children whose entry into the world will
birth a new family. Children will bring a new level of



responsibility of raising, teaching, and instruction.

Praying Blessings Upon Your Children and
Grandchildren

The Torah reveals the importance of verbally blessing your
children. Isaac spoke blessings over Jacob and Esau (Gen. 27),
and Jacob blessed the two sons of Joseph (Gen. 48), later
passing blessings to his sons (Gen. 49). Before Moses’s death,
he pronounced a prophetic blessing on the tribes of Israel
(Deut. 33). Devout Jewish parents and grandparents
continually offer blessings over their children and
grandchildren, believing in God’s ability to transfer His favor
through their prayers.

Blessings are performed on Sabbath days, feast days, and
various special occasions. It is important to begin the prayers
of blessing when the children are young, tenderhearted, and
more receptive, as they tend to feel more awkward as they enter
their late teens.

The pattern for blessing children is narrated in Genesis 48:2,
when Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manasseh. Jacob sat on the
edge of his bed when blessing his grandsons. The writer to the
Hebrews wrote that Jacob blessed his own sons, “ . . . leaning
on the top of his staff” (Heb. 11:21). Today, those performing
the blessing on their children prefer to stand up in respect to
approaching God’s throne. When preparing for a blessing, ask
the children to bow their heads, teaching them reverence to
God, and tell them the blessing was practiced by their



ancestors as in Genesis 24:48 and in Exodus 12:17, when Israel
was departing from Egypt.

In Hebrew, the word smicha means, “laying on of hands.” In
the temple, the priests would lay hands upon animals,
symbolizing the transfer of sins. On the Day of Atonement, a
goat was used, which became the scapegoat. Jacob blessed the
sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, by laying hands upon
their heads (Gen. 48:14). Before his death, Moses transferred
his wisdom and authority to Joshua by the laying on of hands
(Deut. 34:9).

Prior to the blessing, lay both hands upon the head of the
child or one hand on the head of each child if there are two
children. A general Jewish blessing that is prayed every
Sabbath by the father over his son is: “May God make you as
Ephraim and Manassah.” A general blessing spoken over a
daughter is: “May God make you as Sarah, Leah, Rebekah, and
Rachel.” A favorite blessing that can be pronounced are the
same words Jacob spoke over Ephraim and Manasseh:

The Angel who has redeemed me fromall evil,
Bless the lads;
Let my name be named upon them,
And the name of my fathers Abrahamand Isaac;
And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the
earth.
—Genesis 48:16

One ancient blessing that was prayed over the people by the
high priest is the special blessing the priest prayed over the
people in the time of Moses and at both Jewish temples.



The LORD bless you and keep you,
The LORD make His face shine upon you,
And be gracious to you;
The LORD lift up His countenance upon you,
And give you peace.
—Numbers 6:24-26

Father Knows Best

Remember the popular television program The Waltons? They
were a large American family living in the mountains of
Virginia, farming, working, eating meals together, and bonding
with the future generation. Had they been Jewish, their names
may have been the “Walsteins”! In early America, the father
was the breadwinner, and divorce or separation was not an
option. In the religious Jewish community, the father is central
to the stability and success of a growing healthy family. In a
strongly religious Jewish family, the father is directly involved
in the spiritual and religious training of his children:

o Directing the celebration of circumcision
for his son and presenting the silver shekel

e Planning and overseeing the bar-or bat-
mitzvah ceremonies for his sons and
daughters

o Participating in the feasts, especially the
three that all males over twenty are to



attend

« Participating in Hanukkah, telling the story,
providing the gifts, and lighting the candles

e Leading the family to the synagogue each
Sabbath

o Teaching the children the Torah and
Scriptures and relating stories to them

o Participating as the head of the home
during the weekly Sabbath meal

In the devout Jewish home, there is an emphasis on the
family meal. The Se ‘uda is the Jewish meal. Each meal should
be sanctified by a blessing prayed over the food. The meal is
special; since the destruction of the temple, the Jewish table is
said to be the atoning altar (The Talmud, Berachoth 55a). Salt
should appear on each table since salt was used for the temple
sacrifices. Since Abraham served the three guests (Gen. 18:7)
and Moses served the elders (Exod. 24), if guests are present
the father is to serve the meal, especially if the poor are
present. The special meals to be prepared are three Sabbath
(Shabbat) meals, the Passover Seder, Pentecost, and the
Tabernacles meals. Other special meals are prepared on Purim,
Hanukkah, and the Simchat Torah (Rejoicing in the Torah).
There is a special meal before the fast begins on the Day of
Atonement, the wedding breakfast, and the brit milah
(circumcision) and bar mitzvah. It is also common to prepare a
special meal for a person who has recovered from sickness or



been rescued fromdanger. When a father is absent in the life of
his children, there are often negative emotional and social
effects that follow.10

America and the “I”” Generation

America is experiencing a father shortage as many dads have
simply gone AWOL, deserting their position as head of the
home. The Bible gives an example of a son who was left
without his father. You’ve heard of the “boomers” and
“generation X.” Have you heard of the “I generation”? The
letter “I” does not refer to being self-centered but alludes to
the first letter in the name Ishmael. He was a son of Abraham
born through Sarah’s Egyptian handmaiden, Hagar (Gen.
16:15).

After Abraham’s wife, Sarah, birthed Isaac, she demanded
that Abraham excommunicate Hagar and her son, Ishmael, from
the house. Ishmael was a teenager when he and his mother
were expelled from Abraham, departing toward the wilderness
on their own (Gen. 21:14). Ishmael was a teenager between the
ages of fifteen and sixteen when he was permanently separated
fromhis biological father, Abraham.

Young men need a father or father figure in their life to affirm
them. The teen years are most important for forming the value
systemin a child. God made a prediction about Ishmael’s future
when He said:

He shall be a wild man;
His hand shall be against every man,



And every man’s hand against him.
And he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.
—Genesis 16:12

Ishmael would be a wild man. The Hebrew word for wild here
alludes to a wild donkey. The same word is used in Job 24:5
and 39:5. In seven other Old Testament references, it is
translated “wild ass.” Wild donkeys live in the wilderness and
mountains and are difficult to tame. The idea is that Ishmael
would dwell in the wilderness and would tend to be continually
fighting, with his “hand against every man.”

The rod and rebuke give wisdom,
But a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.
—Proverbs 29:15

The traditional mother-father family system established in
the Bible has been challenged by the frequency of divorce and
the increased emphasis on alternative lifestyle structures, thus
depriving children of their God-ordained role models. America
has become an “I” (Ishmael) generation, a one-parent society
without dads. Between 1960 and 1990, the percentage of
children living apart from their biological father more than
doubled, from 17 percent to 36 percent.1l That number is
headed toward 50 percent. A fatherless generation creates a
void in children and in the nation.

World War I continued from 1914 to 1918, causing over
eighteen million military and civilian deaths and leaving
millions of homes fatherless.12 Under Joseph Stalin,
Communism became the new “father” of the Russian people.



The leadership void in homes was replaced by a political
system, promoted as the answer to the nation’s ills. The same
occurred in World War II. Germany had ten million soldiers,
counting Austrians, involved in World War II. The separation
of the sons and fathers from their families created a vast
emotional void. Hitler granted to himself the title the Fuhrer,
meaning “leader or guide” in the German language. The German
cry was, Ein volk, ein reich, ein fuhrer—“one people, one
state, one leader” Hitler was Germany’s new “father” To
demonstrate this, in 1922 the Hitler Youth Movement was
established. It went underground for a season, but in 1930 it
recruited twenty-five thousand boys fourteen and upward,
adding a junior branch for boys ten to fourteen. One German
poster read, “Youth serves the leader. All ten-year-olds into
the Hitler Youth.”13 These blond-haired, blue-eyed youth were
viewed as a future super-Aryan race and were indoctrinated in
Hitler’s anti-Semitic message. By 1936 all German young men
were to join Hitler’s movement. By the end of 1933, 2.3 million
youth had joined the movement, and by 1935 over 5 million
were members. By 1940, the extermination of the Jews had
begun, and 8 million youth were under Hitler’s control! These
world wars killed many future fathers and husbands, causing
both Communism and Nazism to become the “god” or the new
father for the fatherless sons and daughters.14

The lack of fathers in American culture is cracking an
opening for sons (and daughters) to slip through the cracks of
their homes seeking affirmation elsewhere. Gangs are filling the
void in major cities as, like Ishmael, the youth wander in the
back alley wilderness without fatherly guidance. Former



gangbangers have told me they joined gangs seeking power,
respect, affirmation, protection, and attention that were absent
from their broken home or dysfunctional family. In most cases
there were no fathers or male role models in their lives.

I also believe the fatherless spirit may attribute to the gay
lifestyle. Some homosexuals reveal they were abused or
molested as a child, pulling them into the lifestyle. In other
examples I have known of former homosexual men who felt that
the root cause of their struggles was having no male role model
to affirm them as men. Obviously, this is only one cause of this
lifestyle choice. However, a young fatherless son with no
caring male influence can be pushed into seeking affirmation
from older males who may take advantage of them through
misdirected affections.

Ishmael, the Wild Child to Oil Tycoon

Ishmael and his mother, Hagar, dwelt in a remote desert. He
became an archer. Ishmael had to learn to hunt for food and
defend himself since his father (Abraham), his trained servants
(Gen. 14:14), and his closest friends were no longer in his life. It
was a matter of self-survival by self-defense. Ishmael was the
wild child who no doubt held resentment for the treatment of
his mother and himself.

I have driven through numerous inner cities observing
teenage boys prowling the streets with their pants hanging
down to their knees and their gold and silver bling-bling
swaying from their necks. Like zombies seeking a resurrection,
they look for any cheap thrill and thrive on self-inflicted



trouble. If I ask, “Where is your dad?” many of them answer, “1
don’t know,” or “He’s doing time,” or “He’s running around
with some woman.” The death of a father is different from the
disappearance of a dad. Death is a natural process of life, but
dads gone AWOL become silent signals to children: “I’m gone,
and it’s all about me and not about you.”

Although Ishmael was alone with Mom, God planned a great
future for Ishmael’s children. God promised Ishmael He would
bless him, making him fruitful and multiplying him from one
man to twelve sons who would be princes over great nations
(Gen. 17:20; 25). The sons of Ishmael produced twelve nations,
whose descendants settled throughout the Arabian Peninsula
and the Persian Gulf. Ishmael’s kids ended up with the oil in the
Middle East. Not too bad for a rejected son! Ishmael’s
blessings followed his descendants because his natural dad
was Abraham, and Abrahamhad a covenant with God.

What Can a Single Mother Do?

With so many one-parent families, especially single mothers,
what spiritual provision does a single mom have in affirming
and blessing her children when a father is absent from the
home? First, a believing mother has a true friend in God, in
Christ, and in the Holy Spirit. When Christ was preparing for
His departure back to heaven, He said, “I will not leave you
comfortless . . . I will send you another Comforter.”” (See John
14:16-18.) The word comfortless is the Greek word orphanos,
from which we derive the word orphan. Paraphrased, He was



saying, “I will not leave you like a fatherless child.” Christ
promised to send the Holy Spirit who is the “Comforter,” or in
the Greek aparaklétos, meaning “one who is called to aid
another.”15

God has stated distinct provisions and promises for the
fatherless. Today, not only does death snatch away Dad, but
also there are other forms of being fatherless: when a divorce
occurs and the dad moves out of state, or when a father rejects
the mom for another woman, leaving her to raise the children.
Just as the Holy Spirit promises to stand by and aid you, God
becomes more than your Creator, as it is written:

For your Maker is your husband,
The LORD ofhosts is His name.
—Isaiah 54:5

He administers justice for the fatherless and the
widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and
clothing. Therefore love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

—Deuteronomy 10:18-19

But You have seen, for You observe trouble and
grief,
To repay it by Your hand.
The helpless commits himselfto You;
You are the helper of the fatherless.
—Psalm 10:14

A father of the fatherless, a defender of widows,



Is God in His holy habitation.
—Psalm 68:5

Widows and single mothers

Just as the phrase fatherless implies several different
applications, the  word widow has several possible
applications. The primary meaning is, “a woman whose
husband has died and she has not remarried.” I personally
believe there are three types of women who can be classified as
widows.

e Widows indeed—women whose husbands
have passed away and they remain
unmarried

o Spiritual widows—women whose
unbelieving husbands never attend church
and hinder the family spiritually

o Single mothers—women who are divorced,
have AWOL husbands, or perhaps a husband
incarcerated for life

Church memberships include these three types of women
with children who are often balancing on a tightrope of
working a secular job, being a homemaker, and being the
spiritual priest of the family. Widows in the Bible received
special favor from God. There is the woman from Zarephath
whom God prevented from starving (1 Kings 17:9-16), the



widow whose family was spared from bankruptcy through the
miracle of oil in her house (2 Kings 4:1-7), and the widow who
gave all her offering at the temple, capturing the attention of
Christ (Mark 12:42). An aged prophetess, Anna, who served in
full-time ministry at the temple, recognized Christ as the
Messiah when He was an infant (Luke 2:37). Christ interrupted
a funeral to raise a widow’s son from the dead (Luke 7:12-14).
Another widow pressed a judge for vindication and got what
she wanted by persistence (Luke 18:1-5). Each widow received
a unique blessing.

It is a comfort for a single mother to know that the fatherless
and widows are especially favored by God. In the Torah, God
forbade mistreatment of the stranger, fatherless, and widow
(Exod. 22:21-22; Deut. 10:18). As a single mom or a widow with
children, it is important to find a local assembly that
emphasizes ministry for children and youth, where your kids
can sit under biblical teaching, fellowship with other believers
their age, and experience the love of a spiritual community of
believers.

A mother can also pronounce blessings if the father is
absent! After learning she was pregnant, Mary traveled to visit
her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth spontaneously spoke a blessing
over Mary concerning her unbom child (Luke 1:41-45). At the
time of Christ’s death, Joseph was not present. (Some believe
he died before Christ’s ministry began.) Mary, however, was at
the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and in the Upper Room (Acts
1:13-14). In the first-century church, both men and women
hosted churches in their homes (1Cor. 16:19; Philem. 2). Mom,
step in and perform the prayer and blessings over your



children. Your redemptive covenant gives you spiritual
authority to approach the eternal throne of God and make your
petitions known.

Important Life Truths for Children

Torah-adherent Jewish parents take time to teach their children
prayers, study the Torah and the Talmud, and speak blessings
for their future. As a Bible believer, you can follow the same
biblical examples and customs of our Jewish counterparts by
making operational these seven important life truths for your
children.

1. Teach your children.

Parents know that there is an inbred tendency in all children
to eventually rebel against instruction. There is a Hebrew word,
yetzer, which means, “tendency or inclination.” Judaism
teaches that man is created with two opposing tendencies: to
do good (yetzer hatov), and to do evil (vetzer ha’ra). Each
human is created with a free will to choose either good or evil.
Before the Flood, God said of mankind: “ . . . every intent
[yetzer] of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”
(Gen. 6:5). The Talmud teaches that God gave the Torah to
accompany man on his journey in life, that by studying God’s
Word, man can control the yetzer and dissuade his evil
inclination.16

Children love learning by example, not just words. Scripture
says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is
old he will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). Many parents are



not as concerned about the way their child should go, but more
concerned about the way their child should not go!

Orthodox Jewish fathers living in Jerusalem relate various
stories of sons from the Bible to teach their own sons how to
act responsibly. For example, in Jerusalem’s Kidron Valley
there are a series of ancient tombs carved out of the limestone
rock. These hewn tombs, like stone towers, are a silent
reminder of men who once had influence in the Holy City. One
tomb is traditionally identified as the tomb of Absalom, the son
of David. Absalom secretly revolted against his father and
attempted to hijack the kingdom. His stubbomness and
rebellion led to his demise and early death. (See 2 Samuel 18
and 19.) Orthodox Jews bring their sons to the tomb of
Absalom, located near the edge of a Jewish cemetery, and
recall the tragic story of Absalom’s rebellion against his father.
Their purpose is to paint a vivid mental image of the dangers of
disobedience and the high price a son pays when not following
wise counsel.

A similar method was employed by a youth minister who
took his entire youth group to a local cemetery and had them
sit down on the grass. Near him was a tombstone with the
name of a young man who had once served the Lord but had
died in a sinful condition. He began telling about this young
man’s life and revealed how his life was cut short by his
rebellion. He said the image painted by his message and the
setting of the graveyard impressed the minds of the youth, and
he noticed an immediate change in the attitude of the entire
group for many months, especially after they discovered it was
the grave of the youth leader’s own brother. Visual learning



helps stimulate recall. Our weekly telecast, Manna-fest, uses
large props and graphics to form visual images of the message.
Parents of young children often tell me, “My kids love your
program. They love to see what props you use.”

2. Teach your children how to pray.

Christ’s disciples said, “Teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). They
knew Christ engaged in early moming prayer (Mark 1:35) and
witnessed miracles resulting from His prayer life. The best way
of teaching your children how to pray is to be an example and
pray yourself!

As a child in the 1960s, I can recall my father praying in his
upstairs church office with the windows opened. I just knew
they could hear him across the river at the county jail. Many
times in the evening I could hear Dad’s 