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THERIVERANDTHESOURCE

DoctorMargaretAtienoOgolawasbornon12
th

June,1958andpassedonon21
st

September,2011.shewasadoctorbyprofession,atrainedpediatricianandagreatliterary
icon.

MargaretOgola hasadvocated forwomen empowermentand shecomesout
empoweredherself.ThisisseenasshewasthebeststudentinThompsonFallsHigh
School;shethenwenttoAlliancehighschoolandlaterearnedadegreeinmedicine
fromtheUniversityofNairobiin1984andlateramaster’sdegreeinpediatricsinthe
year1990.

InadditiontoherwritingcareersheworkedattheKenyattaNationalHospitaluntil

19994beforesheventuredintoprivatesector.Asawomanofhighpositionsheheld

variousprestigiouspositions.ThisisseenasshewasthemedicaldirectorofCottolengo

HospicefororphanswithAIDS.ShealsoheldthepositionoftheExecutivedirectorof

theFamilyLifeCounselingAssociationofKenya.Shewasalsothedirectorofthe

instituteofHEALTHCareManagementatStrathmoreBusinessSchool.

ApartfromTheRiverandtheSourceshehasauthored;IswearbyApollo,APlaceof
Destiny,MandateofthePeople,shealsoco-authoredEducatinginHumanLovewithher
husbandDr.GeorgeOgolla

OfherfirstnovelOgollasays“Theinspirationforthisbookcamefrommymotherwho
handeddowntomethewisdomandlivesofherownmotherandgrandmother.This
strengthandsupportthatisfoundintheAfricanfamilyisthemostimportantpartofour
cultureandshouldbepreservedandnurturedatallcosts.“

INTRODUCTION

TheRiverandtheSourcefollowsfourgenerationsofKenyanwomeninarapidly
changingsociety.

Itbelongstoagrowingbodyofliteraryworksthatfollowsthefeministliterarycriticism

ofliterature.Theyaddressthemselvestoissuespertainingtothewelfareofwomenin

Africansocietiesthatareseeminglysopatriarchal(maledominated).Itcapturesthe

Kenyansoulofthefutureandtheneedtobringfreedom,equalityandgender

consciousnessacrossethnic,religiousandraciallines.

TheRiverandtheSourceisapresentationofwomenseekingliberationfrom the

oppressivemaledominatedsociety.Justlikeariverwhichoriginatesfromaspring;a

sourceofanundergroundwater,thebirthofAkokodaughtertochiefGogniofYimbo

signifiesthebeginningoftheriver.Theriveristhreatenedtodryingupbyhardships

afterhardshipbuttheriverflowson.

ThenovelwontheKenyattaprizeforfictionin1995andalsotheCommonwealth
WritersPrizeforbestfirstbookinAfricain1995.



2

THETITLE
ThetitleTheRiverandtheSourcesuggeststheflowofariverfromsomepointtothe

sea.Thenoveltracesthesymbolicjourneyofwomenfrompatriarchalinvisibility(where

womenareignoredandinthebackground)toautonomousexistence(wherewomen

charttheirowndestiny).TheriverstartsasaspringwhichisObandaAkoko-thegirlchild.

Akokoisthesourceofthisriver.
TheriverreferstotheeffortsthatAkokoestablishesoftryingtoliberatewomenfroma
patriarchalsocietythatlooksdownuponthem.
Akokofaceschallengesasawomaninamaledominatedsociety.Sheovercomesthem
andtherivercontinuestoflowthroughNyabera.
Akokoisthesourceoftheliberatingforcethatflowsfrom thisoppressiveand
demeaningsocialsystem.
Inliterature,theriversymbolicallyreferstocontinuityhencelifeisacontinuumandthe
struggleforliberationisthereforeacontinuousprocess.

Therefore,fromAkokotherivergainsmomentumateverystagethroughcapableand
competentwomenlikeNyabera,Awiti,andfinallyWandia.

Theriverandthesourcethereforereferstothejourneyofwomenempowermentthat
wasbegunorwhosesourceisAkokoandthecontinuedeffortsofotherwomenlike
Nyabera,

AwitiandWandiainensuringthatwomenremainempoweredhencetheriver’s
continuedflow.

Thenovelisthusamessageofempowermentandhopeforwomenwhomustriseup
andtakeuptheirrightfulequalpositioninsociety.

ThisissummarizedbyChiefOderoGogni’sstatement,“Ahomewithoutdaughtersislike
aspringwithoutasource.”

SETTING

Settingreferstothehistoricalmomentintimeorthegeographicallocationinwhichthe
storytakesplacei.e.thelocationandtimeinwhichanarrativetakesplace.

Thestorybegins30yearsbeforetheKenya-UgandarailwayreachedKisumu.Thestory
endsinthe1990sattheadventofmultipartypoliticsinKenya.

TheplotcoversanumberofgenerationsthatoscillatesbetweenYimboandSakwa
Akoko’sbirthplaceandmaritalhomerespectivelyintoday’sNyanzaProvinceinKenya.

ItlaterspreadtoGem,Kisumu,NakuruandNairobiinsucceedinggenerationsofAkoko’s
familytree.
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PLOTSUMMARY
PART1:THEGIRLCHILD

ThispartofthenovelintroducesustoavibrantAkokowhoisvibrant,beautifuland

hardworking.ThispartfocusesontheLuoculturalpractices.Thenamingtraditions,the

dutiesexpectedtobeperformedbythedifferentgenders,andthepreferenceoftheboy

childtothegirlchild.Herfather’sexpectationthataboywillbebornandtheviewthat

girlsillbemarriedtogoandcookinanotherman’shouseareevidenceofthis.The

writerusesthisparttohighlighttheimportanceofthegirlchildaswenotthatAkoko

managestogainherfather’sloveandattention,somethingthatwasnotusualamong

theluo.

TraditionisfurtherhighlightedintheNakceremony,thatisperformedbeforeAkoko’s

suitorarewelcomedtopresenttheirsuits.Herfather’sloveforherisshownwhen

Akoko’sfatherturnsdown12suitors.Hepurposelydidsobecause,inthemenwho

flockedhiscompound,nonereachedthestandardshehadset.Hewantsthebestforhis

daughterthuswantshertogetmarriedtoachiefasamikai.Itisforthisreasonhe

readilyacceptOwuorKembo’sproposal.

TheGirlChildsurprisesuswiththeimmensestrengthofawoman.AkokoObandaisan
epitomeofwealth.Sheworkshardtosetapedestalthatwaspreviouslyunimagined.,
Akokoprovidedforherselfandbuiltherownfamilywealth.Sheencouragedandtrained
herchildrentobehardworkinganddisciplined.Shepromotedself-relianceandmutual
relationshipswithhersubjects.

CHAPTER1AKOKO'SBIRTH

ThechapterbeginswiththebirthofAkokoAdoyoAkeloObanda.Herfather,ChiefOdero

Gogginexpectedasonbecauseofthevalueplacedbysocietyinboysovergirls.The

namingofAkokoisdoneaccordingtotraditionandsheendsuphavingfournames.

Adoyo–bornduringtheweedingseason.Obanda-accordingtodreamsbythefather

andgrandmother.Akeloafterastepgrandmotherwhohaddied.Akokoisgiventoher

assheisnoisy.Thetraditionalvaluesofthecommunitylikepolygamyandpreference

forthemalechildrenarealsobroughtoutinthefathersdesiretohaveason.Thereis

insightintothenamingritualsofthecommunityasAkokoisgivenseveralnames.The

beliefinsuperstitionisalsoreflectedoninthewayAkoko'sillnessisdealtwithand

resultsinAkoko’sfinalname,Akello.Akokoprovestobeuniquelydeterminedassheis

abletocompetewithhernumerousbrothers.Thisearnshertheadmirationofbothher
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fatherandelderbrother,Oloo.BytheendofthechapterAkokoisgrownandof

marriageableageandknownforherdiligenceandhardwork.

CHAPTER2:BETROTHALOFAKOKO

ThischapterfocusesonthebetrothalandmarriageofAkoko.Weareintroducedtothe

youngchiefOwuorKembo,amanofNyadhiorstyle,whoarrivesatYimbowithhis

delegationfromSakwa.Theyarewarmlyreceivedandallthewaysofchikareobserved.

Chiefoderoisquitepleasedasthedaughterisgoingtobethefirstwifetochiefowuor.

Accordingtochikonecannotbechiefunlessheismarriedhencenecessitatingthe

arrivalofthedelegationfromSakwatoaskforAkoko'shandinmarriage.Negotiations

forthebridepricearecarriedoutthroughtheirspokespeople.Chiefoderoasksfora

highbridepriceoutofjealousyforthenumberofdaughtertosonshisdaughter's

suitorshadcomparedtohim.ChiefowuorKembodescribedasamanofstyleagreesto

paythebridepricewithoutbargaining,muchtotheprotestofhisbrotheranddelegation.

ThenegotiationsareconcludedbythepresentationofAkokotoherfuturehusband.

CHAPTER3;AKOKO’SMOVETOSAKWA

Agroupofyoungwarriorsdrivethecattlethathadbeingagreedonasthebrideprice

duringthenegotiations.Theyarewarmlywelcomeandwellfedaccordingtochik.On

themorningofthenextdaythewarriorstakeoffwithAkokoafterhavingengagedin

mockbattleswithherbrothersbeforetheyranoffwithAkoko.Akokoherselfisalso

meanttoresistsothatitmaynotbesaidthatshewentwillingly.Theyrestforashort

whilebeforeAkokoisdeliveredtoSakwa.ThepeopleofSakwaadmireherandagree

thatshewasworththethirtyheadofcattle.Akokosettlesintomarriagelifeandiswell

acceptedbythecommunity.Shesoonbecomespregnantwithherfirstchild.The

communityishighlysuperstitiousanddonotsayanythingaboutit.Thoughthe

pregnancyisuneventfulbutthedeliveryisharrowing.ThechildisnamedObura.

HoweverAkokoisunderpressuretobearmorechildrenasthesocietyexpectsherto

bearasmanychildrenasherbrideprice.HermotherinlawevenurgesOwuortomarry

anotherwife.LaterAkokogetspregnantwithNyaberaandthenhasdifficultyduringthe

birth.

CHAPTER4AKOKO'SCONFLICTWITHNYARASEMBO

AsaresultofOwuor''srefusaltomarryanotherwithandAkoko’slowbirthrate,conflict

arisesbetweenAkokoandhermotherinlaw.Hermotherinlawisalsooffendedbythe

monogamousstateofhersonandhisrefusaltotakeasecondwife.Theycomparehim

tohisyoungerbrotherwhoalreadyhadtwowivesandmanymorechildren.Onedayas

sheisinthefields,shehearsthathermotherinlawNyarAsemboaccusedherof

bewitchingowuorKembosothathewouldnotmarryanotherwife.Akokowhoisdeeply

offendedbytheaccusationsstaysthenightandonthemorningofthenextdaycallsfor
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thepeople’sattentiontostatehercase.Shedefendsherselfbyemphasizingthatshe

hasalwaysbeenhard-workingandagoodwife.AfterthissheleavesforYimbo.Owuor

returnsandisangeredbytheevents

thattookplacewhenhewasaway.Hethrottleshisbrotherandalmosthitshismother.
Hethenstartsareconciliatorymission.

CHAPTER5RESOLUTIONOFTHECONFLICT

ThedelegationfromSakwaarrivesinYimboandiscoollyreceived.Beingaccusedof

witchcraftwasnolightmatterandthepeopleofYimbowerenotpleased.Theeldersare

gatheredandAkokoisaskedtogiveherversionofevents.Shepresentstheaccusations

madeagainstherthatincludewitchcraft,standinginthewayofherhusband’smarriage

tootherwomen,andhavinggivenbirthataslowrate.Afterthepresentationofhercase,

Owuordefendshimselfstatingthathehadnotbeenaroundwhentheunfortunateevent

happenedandhaddealtwiththoseresponsible.TheJodongoagreetoresolvetheissue

andwarnAkokoagainstmakingrushdecisionsinfuture.Anappeasementofagoatwas

tobegiventothemaro.

CHAPTER6FAMILYLIFE

AfterAkoko’sreturntoSakwasheissoonpregnantagainwithason,thedeliveryofthe

childisdifficult.ThechildisnamedOwangSino.OwangSinoisdrawntohisfatherand

theyarequitefondofeachother.ThereisacontrastbetweenowuorandOtieno.Owuor

whoismonogamoushasahappywifewhohetreatslikeaqueen.Otienoontheother

handhasfourwiveswhohetreatedlikeslutsandtheyobligedhim.Therearerumours

ofwhitemen(jorochere)andtheestablishmentofacolonialgovernment.Oburagets

intriguedandsuggeststhathismotherallowhimtotourtheworld.Shereprimandsfor

thethoughtandadviseshimtoseekawife.Shealsoremindshimofhisroleasthefirst

bornsonBothhisfatherandmotherarealarmedatthisnewdevelopment.ChiefOwuor

forbidsOburafromseeingNyarocheandAmbereandhasthelatersentaway.

CHAPTER7OBURA'SDISAPPEARANCE

Oburadisappearsfrom hishut,andAkokoisdisturbedbythedisappearance.Chief

owuorsendsoutscoutstotryandtrackthem.Theyreturnandinformthechiefthathe

hadleftinthecompanyofNyarocheandAmbere.Akokopraysearnestlythatnoharm

shouldcometoherson.Thechieforganisesforsearchpartiestofollow them.

Unfortunatelytheyreturntwodayslaterandreportthatthethreewerepickedupby

whitemenandcouldnotbetracedfarther.Akokowhowasdevastatedbyherson’s

disappearancehasasenseofforebodingandbelievesOburamightaswellbedead.

CHAPTER8DEATHOFOBURA
ithasbeenawhilesinceOburadisappeared.Newsofthewhitemanandthecolonial



6

governmentcontinue.Onedaytwostrangelydressedmencometodelivernewsabout

Obura.Theydrawtheattentionoftheentirecommunityastheymaketheirwaytochief

Owuor'scompound.Theyinformthechiefofthewarbetweenjo-ingrezaandjojerman.

Theyinform thechiefofthedeathofOburaandAmbereastheyinform him that

Nyarocheiscrippled.Thechiefisfuriousandthrowsawaythebraceletthathewas

given.Nyaberapicksitupasthecommunitybeginstomourn.Amockfuneralis

performedandabananatrunkisburiedinplaceofObura'sbody.

CHAPTER9DEATHSOFOWUORANDOWANG

AkokothengoesabouthelpingNyaberaovercomehergriefandcontinuewithherlife.

Shetakestowearingthebraceletshehadpickedwhenthewhitemencame.Akoko

workshardandinstilsthesamevalueinNyabera.Thusherherdgrowssolargethatshe

hastogetherownwateringhole.Nyaberaisnowagirlofmarriageableage.Suitors

comeinlargenumbersandAkokohelpsherhusbandpickanappropriatesuitorfortheir

daughter.OkumuAngoloispickedashecomesfromaneighbouringvillage.Theirfirst

threechildrenliveforashorttimeandthendie.OwangSinoalsocomesofageand

jowangyoaredispatchedtolookforasuitablewifeforhim.Asuitablegirlwasfound

fromUyoma.However,Chiefowuorwhohadbeenailingforalongtimediesandthe

marriagenegotiationsarepostponefortheburial.

Akokotakesherhusband’sspearandshieldandmournshimingreatsongandstyle.
Owang

Sinowhohaddonehisbesttomakehismotherhappydiessonafterthebirthofhisson,
owuorSino.Alandodoesnotstaytodefendhersonbutchoosestogetinheritedsoon
after.ThechiefstoolispassedtoOtienoKemboastheyoungowuorSinoisstilla
toddlerandcannotruleuntilheismarried.AkokoisdevastatedandNyaberacomesto
hersidetoaidher.

CHAPTER10OTIENOBECOMESCHIEF

Otienotakesoverthechiefstoolwithgreedandarrogance.Hesquandersthewealthleft

behindbyowuorandevenattemptstousurpAkoko'spersonalwealth.Akokofeels

greatlydisadvantagedasshehasnomalesonsorrelativeswhoareofageandwould

cometoheraid.Otienoisunwillingtorelinquishtheseat.Hedispenseswiththecouncil

ofJodongoandsnatchesAkoko'swealth.Akokoperceivesthechallengeanddecidesto

seekhelpfromthejorochere.Shetakeshergrandchild,owuor,toherbrother,Oloo.She

thenvisitsherdaughter,Nyaberawhohadlostanumberofchildrenbeforeshegoeson

herjourneytoKisumu.Sherevealsherplanstoherdaughter.

CHAPTER11AKOKO'SJOURNEYTOKISUMA

HernephewsOpiyoandOdongoaccompanyher.Akokohadearliertriedtosendthem

awaybuttonoavail.TheystartthejourneyearlyinthemorningandAkokotakesthe

opportunitytoeducatethem onthehistoryofthecommunitythroughstories.They
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finallyarriveinthetownofkisumaandarestruckbythedifferenceinstructuresand

dressingofthepeople.There,theymeetOtuoma,whohelpstheminbyhostingthemfor

thenightasitwasaSundayandthecourtwasclosed.Healsoinformsthem that

citizenswerenolongerallowedtocarryweapons.Theyfinallypresenttheircasetothe

D.Oandthetribunal.

CHAPTER12AKOKO'SJUSTICEANDDEPATUREFROMSAKWA

AkokopresenthercasetotheD.O.andthetribunal.TheD.O.Asksthatthecasebe

postponeforthreemonthssothattheclaimsmaybeinvestigated.Thetwinsembellish

thestorythattheytelltothefuturegenerations.AkokoreturnstoSakwatofindOtieno's

greedhavinggrownagreatdealandherwealthsignificantlyreduced.Investigators

cometoSakwa,andthedisgruntledpeopleareonlytoowillingtohelp.Akokois

summonedsoonafterandthecaseisreopenedbeforetheD.C.TheD.C.Rulesthat

OtienoKembobeforcefullyremovedfromthechiefstoolandhecouncilofJodongorule.

Otienowasalsomadetopayallthathehadgrabbed.AkokothenreturnedtoSakwaand

tookthereminderofherwealth.ShereturnedtoYimbotoliveasamigogoinherbrother

Oloo'shouse.

PARTTWO:THEARTOFGIVING

TheArtofGivingisSelf-sacrifice.Itisputtingawayallyoubelievedinandembracingthe
other’sneeds.Akokointhischaptergivesmorethanshereceives.ThepartIendswhen
shehaslostallthatshecouldhaveheldtoinhermatrimonialhome.Sheforsakesher
happylifeasamarriedwomanandgoeshometoleadadesolatelifeasamigogo.A
migogomeantthat,shewillbelookeddownuponbyherbrothers’wife.Shewouldbe
ridiculedandifwerememberwell;Akokodidnottakelightlyridiculeorsneer.Therewas
atimesheshouteddownhermother-in-law(maro)foraccusingherofbeingawitch
(juok).

Akokoknewverywellwhatshewasgettingintowhenshesettleddowninherbrother
Oloo’shouse.Shewasreadytolivewiththem aslongashergrandsonOwuorSino
foundcomfortotherthanbeingmolestedinOtieno’shousehold.Sheleftthewealthshe
hadbuiltinyearsin
Sakwatoliveamongherpaternalhousehold.

Givinginvolvesdenialofone’scomfortforthesakeofothers.Nyaberatriesinearnest
togetandraisechildrenforherandherhusbandOkumu.WhenOkumudies,shetriesit
withOgomaKwachbutallfails.Indespairandwithonlyonechild,shejoinsChristianity.
Sheleaveshermother,daughterandnephewinAluortosatisfyherquestbutreturns
havingfailed.Shelearnsthehardwaythat,it’sbettertobecontentthantryingtofind
happinesswherethereisnone.ThebiggestsacrificeeverinpartIIhoweveriswhen
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AkokoblesseshergrandsonPetroOwuorSino(PeterOwuorKembo)totakeonhis
vocation.

Inacceptingtothisoutrageousdecision,Akokolosesherrighttoreclaim her
matrimonialhomeandthecontinuityofherandherhusband’slineage-giventhatmost
Africancommunitieswerepatrilineal.InlettingPeterbecomeavicar,shemadehimand
thoseofherkeenlosethechiefstooltotheyoungerfamilyinSakwa.

ThereforeGivingisanartsincefewpeoplearereadytogotosuchextremesasAkoko,
Nyaberaandthosearoundher,toletthosetheyloveenjoytheirlifetothefullest

CHAPTER1OKUMU'SDEATH

Nyaberasuffersthedeathsofherchildren.Shegetspregnantandgivesbirthtoababy

girl.Aritualisperformedtoaidinthesurvivalofthechild.Sheisleftbytheentranceto

thehomesteadandanoldladypassingbypickedherupandbroughthertothem.Sheis

thereforenamedAwiti.OkumufallsillanddieswhenAwitiisthreeyearsold.Nyaberais

inheritedbyacloserelative,OgomaKwach.HeisdrawntoNyabera'swealthandhard

workandforegoeshisdutytohisfirstwife.Asaresultheisreportedtoecouncilof

Jodongoandreprimanded.Nyaberaishurtbytheirdecisionandseeksanalternate

sourceofcomfort.ShehasheardalotaboutChristianityandseeksoutPillipotogive

hermoreinformation.NyaberagivesoutherwealththentravelstoYimbotoinformher

motherofherdecision.SheleavesAwitiwithAkokothendepartsforGemtostarther

newlife.

CHAPTER2.NYABERAISBAPTISED

NyaberatravelsfromYimbotogemandarrivesverylate.Shespendsthenightinthe
catechist’shouse.Sheexplainsherselftothecatechistonthemorningofthenextday.
HetakeshertothechapelandsheisinductedintoChristianity.Shelearnsthewaysof
thenewreligionquicklyandthirstily.SheisthenbaptisedMaria.

CHAPTER3NYABERA'SRETURN

NyaberareturnsfromGemandgoestohermotherinYimbo.ThoughAkokocantellthat

sheispleasedwiththenewreligionandhernewname,sheisabletotellthather

daughterisuneasy.Nyaberaopensupandadmitsthatshefeltthatsomethingwas

lackingasshewasaloneinAluor.Sheaskshermothertoaccompanyhertogem.

AkokoagreesandtogetherwithhergrandchildrentraveltoGem.
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CHAPTER4LIFEINGEM

OnarrivalinAluorthechildrenareenrolledincatechismclassesandreadingclasses

wheretheyshow determinationandzealintheirstudy.Theyarebaptisedinto

Christianityandtheyreceivenewnames.OwuorisrenamedPeter,Awitiisnamed

ElizabethandAkokoisnamedveronica.Soonafter,newsreachesMariathatOgoma

Kwach'swifehaddied.Thedesiretohavechildrendriveshertoreturntoher

matrimonialhomewithoutanexplanationtoher

mother.MeanwhilepeterdevelopsaninterestinpriesthoodandconfidesinAwiti.Heis
afraidtotellAkokoashedoesnotwanttodisappointher.Thetwodecidetowaitfor
Nyaberatoreturnsothattheyseekherassistance.

CHAPTER5THEVOCATION

Afterafewyears,NyaberareturnstoAluor,dejectedandbeatenbylife.Sheconfesses

tohermotherAkoko,beforeproceedingtospendthenightinchurch.Owuorprovesto

bequitehelpfultoherandsheloveshimlikeason.owuortakestoreadingbibleverses

toNyaberawhichshefindsquitecomforting.Hetheninformsherabouthisdesireto

takeupthevocation.TheythenproceedtotalktoAkoko.Akokoagreesonthecondition

thathechangeshisnametopeterowuorKembo.Owuorisabletopursuepriesthood.

CHAPTER6AWITI'SEDUCATION

Owuorjoinstheseminaryandhiscousinisenrolledintoprimaryschool.Therearevery
fewgirlsasthesocietydoesnotvaluetheeducationofthegirlchild.Alsoalotofgirls
getmarriedatayoungage.Elizabethprovestobediligentandtopstheclassallthrough.
Bythetimeshesitsforthefinalexamsheistheonlygirlintheclass.

Sheexcelsandisinvitedtoateachers'trainingcollege.Nyaberafearsthatshemight
loseherandisunwillingtoacceptthenews.AkokoreprimandsNyaberaforher
behaviourandurgeshertoallowherdaughtertopursueherdreams.Akokomissesher
husbandandwisheshewerepresenttohelmwiththedecision.

CHAPTER7LIFEINCOLLEGE

Awitiworkhardincollegeandunliketheotherstudents,shedoesnotengagein

relationshipsliketheotherstudents.Sheturnsdownoverturesfromseveralmenandis

thereforefeared.Thisismadeworsewhenitislearntthatherbbrotherisinthe

seminaryandbothhermotherandgrandmotherliveatthemission.Shefinallymeets

MarkAntonyOlooSiguduringanexeat.Markinquiresaboutherandinformsherabout

himself.HementionsthathewasinthearmyandhasbeencalledtoworkinNakuru.

Theypartwhensheagreestoreplytohisletterswhenhewrites.

CHAPTER8AWITI'SBETROTHAL
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Awitiandmarkinteractthroughtheletterstheysendeachother.Theytalkabouttheir
lives,familiesandeachother.Afterafewmonthsoftheengagements,markstatesthat
hewouldliketomeetherparents.AwitigoestoAluortodelivertheexcitingpieceof
news.Her
mother,MariaisabitopposedbutAkokowinsheroverandpreparationsaremade.

MalerelativesaresentforfromYimboandSakwa.PeterowuorKemboisalsosentfor

from theseminary.Theymakepreparationsforthedayandkongóisbrewedand

severaldelicaciesmade.ThedayarrivesandmarkAntonyarriveswithhisdelegation.

Heisdressedinmilitaryfatiguesamonkeyheaddressandbearsashield.Theyare

warmlywelcomeandintroductionsdone.Tothesurpriseofmarkandhisdelegation,the

bridepriceissetatatokenbull,twocowsandsixgoats.Thereismuchcelebrationafter

thenegotiationsarecompleted.Akokoishardlaughingwithhergrandsoninlaw.She

diespeacefullyinhersleeplaterinthenight

CHAPTER9AKOKOISLAIDTOREST

AkokoisburiedinAluorinwhereshehadspentmostoflife.PeterowuorKembois

amongthedeaconswhoconductthemass.Herdeathishardtoacceptassheseemed

tobefulloflife.Awitiissodevastatedthatshealmostcallsofthewedding.Nyabera

comfortsherbytellingthelifestoryofAkoko.Shefinallycalmsdownandapologisesto

Mark,whohadbeenwithpeterowuor.

CHAPTER10AWITI'SMARRIAGE

Afterthemourningperiod,petergoestoRometocompletehisstudies.Heislater

ordainedapriestandhisfirstdutywastopresideovertheweddingbetweenElizabeth

andmark.Thenewlyweddedcouplemovesfrom AluortoliveinNakuru.Shortly

afterwards,Elizabethbecomespregnant.Unfortunatelysheandmarkmisdiagnosethe

symptomsformalariathusleadingtothelossofthetwins.Ittakesalongtimebefore

shecanconceiveagain.Hermotherinlaw starttocomplainaboutthelackof

grandchildrenbutmarkstopsherfromprying.Elizabethgetspregnantagainandthis

timethecouplearehappyandcautioustoensurenothinggoeswrong.
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PART3LOVEANDLIFE

LoveandLifeyanksusfromthepainfuloppressionofdeathintoanewrealmoflove
andunderstanding.MarkSigu,wecannowimaginewhattheytalkedaboutwithAkoko,
steershisfamilyawayfromtraditionintothenewsphereoftheevolvingworld.

Heisblessedwith7children4boysandthreegirls.Eachchildhasdifferentpersonality.
WeseeMarkandElizabethascapableparentswhoadministerdisciplineandloveto
theirchildren.Thetwoparentsprovideeducationfoodandsheltertotheirnewlifeand
workbesttoestablishfamilyunity.
Despiteherloveforherchildren,Elizabethkeepsastraightheadandclearvisionnotto
spoilherkids.ShestandsbehindwhenAoroispunishedbyhisfather,thoughsheknew
thepunishmentwaspunitiveandwayabovediscipline,shetookabackstepuntilitwas
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timeforherintervention.ShealsostepsbackwhenMarkpourshisloveovertheirlast
bornMarybutdoesherbesttoreignhiminsothatMarydoesnotenduptoospoilt.

Ontheotherhand,wesilentlyfollowthechildrenastheygrowintoadulthood.Fromthe
braveandconfidentVeratohertimidandself-possessedtwinsister.Therelationshipof
thetwogirlssoursastheytakeondifferentpersonalitiesinlife.AoroandAntonyalso
comeoutstronglyshapingtheirdestiniesdifferentwaysthoughtheshowunrivalled
levelofcompetence.AorotakesmedicinewhileAnthoyjoinstheseminary.Thetwins
OpiyoandOdongoalsomanifestdifferently.

CHAPTER1THEYOUNGCOUPLE

Elizabethdeliverstwins,veronicaandRebecca.Thetwogirlshavevaryingpersonalities.

Veraisindependent,intelligentandprotectiveofhersister.Rebeccaontheotherhand,

isquiteattractiveandself-centred.Whentheyaretwoyearsold,Elizabethgavebirthto

anotherchild,aboyAoro.Duetothestateofemergency,markoptstomovehisfamily

backtoAluor.Hismotherisquiteunhappyaboutthisbuthedoesnotchangehisstand.

MarkgetslonelywhileElizabethisawayandengagesinextramaritalaffairs.Acertain

girlstayswithhimforsometimeandlaterclaimsthatsheispregnant.Thisbringsmark

backtohissenseandhesendsheraway.HethengoestoAluortogethisfamily.

Elizabethhearsrumoursoftheinfidelitybutsaysnothingaboutit.

CHAPTER2VERAANDBECKY’SEDUCATION.

Kenyagainsindependenceandthecitizenscelebrate.Thecountryisfacedwith

numerouschallengesbutequallynumerousopportunities.Markgetspromotedand

movestoabiggerhouseashisfamilyhasgrown.Henowhassevenchildrenthat

includeVera,Becky,Aoro,Antony,OpiyoOdongoandMary.Veraisanexcellentstudent

inschool.Beckyontheotherhanddoesnotgiveherstudiesmucheffort.Veraexcelsin

herprimarylevelexam andiscalledtoanationalschoolwhichshedeclinesasshe

wantedthattogotohersister’sschool.

Herparentsareconcernedbutlateragreetolethergotoaschoolofherchoice.

CHAPTER3AORO'SADVENTURES

AoroiscomparedtoOburawhowasswiftbrightconfidentandcurious.Thecompanyof

hisyoungerbrothersmakeshimmoreadventurousthanusual.Onedaytheygofishing

atanearbyriver.Asheandtonyarebusyoneofthetwins,Odongo,almostdrowns.

Opiyoscreamsalertingtheolderbrotherswhocometohisrescue.Theygobackhome

wet,andshaken.TheyoungerboysblametheolderonesfortheeventandAoroand

tonyarepunished.Theolderboysdecidetonevertaketheirsmallerbrothersanywhere

aftertheincident.Tonylaterdevelopsacuteappendicitisandisrushedtohospitalinthe

night.Aoroisworriedandinformshisoldersisters.Thelaterreceivenewsthattheir

brotherwillbewellaftertheoperation.



13

CHAPTER4.AORO'SEPIPHANY

AoroisfascinatedbyTony’sstitchesandgainsaninterestinmedicine.Heoperateson

afrogsuccessfully.Unclepetercomestovisitthemandthougheverychildwarmsuto

hi,tonyisparticularlycuriousaboutpriesthoodandhasalotofquestions.Markisabit

apprehensiveashenoticesthattonyiseyeingpriesthood.Mostparentsarenot

comfortablewiththeirchildrenjoiningpriesthood.Peterisgettingapromotiontobishop.

HestaysawhilethenvisitshisauntMariainAluor.ItislaterondecidedthatOpiyoand

OdongoshouldgotoAluortokeeptheirgrandmothercompanyandattendtheschool

theirmotherwentto.Aoroexcelsinhisstudiesandiscalledtothebestschoolinthe

country.Thisinspirestonytoworkhardsothathecanjoinhim.Aorohasdifficultyin

schoolandissuspendedforindiscipline.Markdealswithhimbytellingtoseekhisown

foodandshelter.Aoroisremorsefulandfearshisfather.Hereturnstoschoolanddoes

hisbest.

CHAPTER5MARY'SBIRTH

ThechaptertakesusbacktothebirththepregnancywasdifficultforElizabeth.She

developedhighbloodpressureandthreatenedmiscarriageonseveraloccasion.The

doctorsfearedforbothmotherandchildandtheyhavetobeadmitted.Mary'sbirthhad

tobeinducedandsheisnamedafterhergrandmother.MarklovesMarydeeplyand

givesherallthebest.Hesendshertoprivateschoolandmakesanefforttopersonally

pickanddropher.ThisdrawsenvyBeckywhowasusedtobeingthecentreofattention.

BeckytriestocomplainandgetsascathingresponsefromhersisterVera.Thisresults

isanargumentthatleadsthesisterstodriftapart.

CHAPTER6MARIA'SDEATH

ExaminationresultsareannouncedandVerahasdoneexceptionallywell.Beckyattains
aseconddivisionwhichsheiswellpleasedwith.Antonygets36pointsinhisprimary
certificateexaminationsandisdelightedashehadearnedaspotinAoro'sschool.
BeckysuggeststhatshewouldliketogetajobbutMarkinsiststhatshemustcontinue
withhereducation.AtelegramissentfromAluorinformingthemthatMariaisunwell.
ElizabethispickedfromtheschoolbyMarkassheisbesideherself.Markdoeshisbest
toleaveeverythinginorderbeforetheyleaveforAluor.ElizabethisbesideMariawhen
hediesinhospitallateronthatday.

CHAPTER7BECKYRUNSAWAY

OpiyoandOdongoreturntoNakuruaftertheburialofMaria.Educationisofimportance

totheSigufamilyasexaminationsapproachandeveryoneistenseasthereare5

candidatesinthehouse.AorowassittingforhisO-level,VeraandBeckyaresittingfor

theirA-levelandOpiyoandOdongoforthecertificateofprimaryeducation.Veraand
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Beckyarenowareintheirprimeandboysbegintopayalotofattentiontothem.Vera

meetsTommyMuhambewhoisparticularlypersistent.Shebringsupthequestionon

whethershecangotoamoviewithTommytoherfatherduringdinner.Whenthe

resultsareannounced,Aoroexcelswith6distinctions,VeragottwoA'sandaB,Becky

flunked.AftertheresultBeckyrunsawayfromhomeandleavesanotestatingthatshe

hadgonetotrytobeanairhostess.Veratriestoexplaintoherparentsthattheyshould

letherbe.

CHAPTER8CAMPUSLIFE

Veragoestocampusandisstruckbythenewfoundfreedom.Mostcampusgirlsare

datingrichaffluentmenorothercampusstudents.Veramaintainsherrelationshipwith

Tommybutwhenheproposestohershedeclinesendingtheir3yearrelationship.Vera

leaveswithaheavyheartanddecidetotryandfindhersisterBecky.Sheaccidentally

bumpsintoherattheairportandleaveforBeckyapartments.

CHAPTER9BECKY'SRELATIONSHIPWITHJOHN

BeckytakesVeratoanaffluentblockofapartments.SheintroducesVeratoherfiancé,
JohnCourtney,aCanadiannationalwhowasapilot.ShetellsVeraaboutherplansto
getmarried,butVerainsiststhathemustfirstmeettheirparents.Veratriestoconvince
Beckytogobackhome.Onjohn'spersistenceshefinallyagreestovisitherparents.

CHAPTER10VERAJOINSOPUSDEI

Veragoesbacktoherroom oncampusandtellstheday’seventstoherroommate
Mary-AnneNgugi.VeramentionstheheartbreakwithTommyandabouthertwinsister.
Theconversationextendstothelargerfamily.MaryAnnetheninviteshertoattenda
recollectionatParkviewcollege,whichshereadilyagrees.AftermassonSundayVera
beginstoquestionherreligiousbeliefs.Shewatchesalay,andgoesonwithherstudies
asexamsareapproaching.Whenthedaycomes,Mary-AnneandVeraboardamatatu
andheadfortherecollection.VeraisintroducedtothemembersofOpusDeiwhohad
differentviewsaboutthechurch,andworkchallenges.Shegotoutofthechurch
puzzledandMary-Anneofferedtogiveherbookswhichwillhelpherunderstandbetter.

PART4:VARIABLEWINDS

Variablewindssuggestthechangingcourseofthelivesthatthefamilyexperiences.

Therearetheupsanddownsthatcharacterizetheirlives.Theirlivesdivergeondifferent

pathsthatbringwiththem sweetvictorieslikeAoro’smarriage,Wandia’sdoctorate,
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happyfamiliesamongotherevents.TherearealsothedifficultieslikeDaniel’sdown

syndrome,Becky’sdeathamongotherchallengesthattheyencounter.ThereIalsothe

frostingintherelationshipbetweenBeckyandtherestofherfamily.Thechangeinthe

wayherchildrenrelatetoherandthemarkedimprovementtheymakeunderthecareof

AoroandWandia.

CHAPTERONE:AOROTAKESMEDICINE

Aorostartsmedicineattheuniversity.ThestudyofAnatomyBiochemistryand

Psychologyamongothersubjects.Anatomyhappenstobethemostofthecompetitive

subjects.Inthelaboratory,thestudentsaretoldtothegroupthemselvesintogroupsof

six.GroupsixhadAoro,Wandia,MakauKithinji,JeremyKizingo,PaulOmondiRakula,

andSimonOnyancha.Thecompetitionisnarrowedtotwomembersofgroupsix.After

exams,WandiabeatAorowithasinglepoint.Aorotakesitingoodgraceandinvitesher

tohaveadrink.Thissignifiesthestartofalongrelationship.

CHAPTER2.AORO'SINTERNSHIP

TheinternshipishardforAoro.Hehastoworkaroundtheclockwhileatthemercyof

theresidentsanddoctors.Hisroundsincludethetheatre,roundinthewardsandfilling

patientinformationaswellastakinglaboratorysample.Herarelygetsenoughsleep.

WandiaisalsoaninternatMachakosgeneralhospital.Theyareunabletomeetforlong

periodsoftimeastherarelyhavetimetomeet.Aoroistakingabreaktorestwhen

Wandiavisitshim.TheytalkaboutmarriageandWandiaproposestoAoro.Wandia

informsAorothatshewasonherwaytovisithermotherwhowassick.

CHAPTER3WANDIASFAMILY
Wandiahadbeenraisedbyasinglemotherafterherfatherhaddiedwhileshewas

young.Hermotherhadraisedmoneytoeducatethembyworkingonhercoffeefarm.

Hersiblingswereallgrownupandengagedindifferentprofessions.HersisterEstheris

ateacherwhoismarriedtotheheadmaster,Michael.HerbrotherMichaelwasa

businessmaninNairobi,Wandiaisadoctorandtimothyisdescribedasbeingagood

timeboy.Wandia'smothersuffersfromdiabetesandhasanulceronherleg.Wandia's

motherisstillworriedaboutherfarmeventhoughWandiatellsherthatshedoesnot

needtoworksohard.ShespendstimewithhermotherandeventalksaboutAoro.She

thengoestospendthenightwithhersisterEsther.Sheenjoysthecompanyofher

niecesandnephews.LaterthateveningtheygettimetotalkandthetopicofAorois

broughtupagaintherestofherfamilyisconcernaboutthedifferenttribesbutWandia

isnotbothered.
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CHAPTER4WANDIA'SINTRODUCTION

AorotakesWandiatohisparent’sfarminNjoro.AfterthevisittoWandia'sfamily,Aoro

wrotehisparentaletterinformingthemthathewouldbebringinghisbridetobehome.

Elizabethiseagertomeetthem andistheonewhoreceivesthem whentheyarrive.

Aftertheintroductions,ElizabethasksWandiatohelpherbinthekitchen,givingmark

andAorosometimetotalk.MarkisconcernthatAoromighthavemadeawrong

decisionbychoosingtomarryakikuyu.ElizabethandWandiagetalongwelland

becomegoodfriends.Theyreturnwithteaaftertheyfeelthatthemenhadenoughtime

tosortouttheirdifferences.

CHAPTER5AOROWEDSWANDIA

AoroandWandia'sweddingpullsthefamilytogetherasthattrytomakeitasuccess.Becky

providesacarandVerahelpsthem getoneofthecompanyhousesinMalindi.forthe

honeymoon.VeraandWandiagrowveryclosetoeachother.Beckyisseparatedfromjohn

Courtneyafterhediscoveredthatshewascheatingonhim.Shehadcustodyoftheirtwo

children,Johnny,andAlicia.BeckylivedapromiscuouslifeandinsultsVerawhenshewas

confrontedaboutit.Wandiaispregnantwithtwinsandhadbeenaskedtostayhomedueto

acough.VeravisitsWandiaandvoicesherconcernsabouthersister.TheydiscussBecky’s

healthwhichseemedtobeonthedeclineandherchildren'swelfare.Wandiagoesinto

labour.

CHAPTER6DANIEL'SDOWN’SSYNDROME

Wandiagetstwins,LisaandDaniel.Danielhasdownsyndromeandgrowsataslowrate.

Lisagrowsrapidlyandmakesthecontrastbetweenherandhertwinbrothersomuch

moreglaring.WandiaisdevastatedbyhisconditionwhileAorofeellikehehadfailed.

Danielisalovingchilddespitehisconditionanddrawslovefromallaroundhim.Becky

diesofAIDSandWandiaandAorotakeinAliciaandJohnnysinceVera,whohadbeen

appointedtheirguardian,cannotashercallingdoesnotallowhertohaveahome.Becky

livesbehinda

sizeableestatetoensurethattheyarewellprovidedfor.Danieldevelopsleukaemiaas
childrenwithDown’ssyndromearepronetoit.Wandiaisshockedbytheturnofevents.

Danielistakentohospitalandthedoctorsetabouttreatinghimasitisnotoneofthe
aggressiveforms.WandiavisitschurchandasksGodtosavehersonandpromisesto
visitchurchmorefrequently.

CHAPTER7FAMILYREUNION

WandiapursuesherpassioninhaematologyaftertherecoveryofhersonDaniel.She

receivesascholarshiptostudyinJohnHopkinshospitalinBaltimore,USA.Sheis

howeverworriedoflivingAorowiththetaskoflookingaftertheirnowlargefamily.Alicia

andJohnnylovedthem liketheirbiologicalparents.Attheendoftheterm allthe
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childrenwantedtoshowhowwelltheyweredoinginschool,evenDanielwhohad

Down’sSyndromewasdoingprettywell.TheAoro'stakemeasuretoensurethatthe

familyiswelltendedwhileWandiaisaway.TheplanwastocallMary,Aoro’ssister,to

staywiththechildrenbesideshiringanotherhousehelp.ThefamilygoestoNjoroto

visitmarkandElizabeth.OdongoisthefarmmanagerwhilehistwinbrotherOpiyoisa

manageratmarksformerfarm.Opiyovisitswithhisfamilytoo,Ednahiswifeandtheir

twochildren.Fathertonyalsodropsin.WandiatellsElizabethaboutthescholarshipand

shereadilyagrees,meanwhileAoroandtonyreminisceabouttheirchildhood.

CHAPTER8WANDIA'SGRADUATION

BothMugo'sandSigu'sfamiliesgathertocelebrateWandia’sachievementasthefirst

Kenyanwomantogetadoctoratedegreeinmedicine.Thereisalargegatheringatthe

Aoro'shomeasrelativesandfriendsjointhem inthecelebration.Alicia,astudentof

designandmusicatKenyattauniversityshadowsherauntVera.JohnnyandDaniel

hoveraroundAoroandWandia.Johnnyfacesanidentitycrisisandwishestochange

hisnametoAoro'sname.HekeepsAfricanfriends,speaks,SwahiliandeatsAfrican

dishes.WandiatriestotalktohimandafterwardsaskVeratowritetoJohnCourtney.

Elizabethwakesuptocheckonthechildrenwhoarestillup;shelooksinonher

grandchildren.Shegetsanattackofdizzinessasshetriestoadjustthem.Thefollowing

dayAororeceivesacallfrom Opiyoinforminghim thattheirmotherhaddied.Sheis

buriednexttoherdaughterasalargecrowdcomestobidherfarewell.
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THERIVERANDTHESOURCE
THEMES

Themesrefertothegeneralideas,messagesorlessonsthewriterhasportrayedin
his/herliterarypieceofwork.Therefore,underthestudyofthemes,weparticularly
narrowourperspectivetothemainideasinwhichthestoryiffoundedandonwhose
axisitrevolves,andoffersanavenueofcontinuity.

Itisimportanttonotethatwhilediscussingthemes,itisimperativeforidentificationand
illustrationofthethemetobedone,topromoteunderstanding.

Athemecansimplybesaidtobetheconcernofthewriter.Itissimplywhatthewriter
says.

FAMILYRELATIONS

Thenoveladdressesvariousissuesrevolvingaroundfamilymembers,theircloseness
andtheirinteractions.Thisisseenthroughvariousinstancesasfollows;

ChiefOderoGogniloveshisdaughterAkokosomuchasseenthroughhisover
protectiveness.Hewantsthebestforhisdaughterhenceturnsdown13suitorsheeven
mentionsthatahomewithoutdaughtersislikeaspringwithoutasource.

Akoko’sbrotherOlootooisseentobesoclosetoAkokoandloveshersomuch.When
travellingtoKisumahesendshissonsOpiyoandOlootoaccompanyherforprotection.
OloofurtherdoestheunthinkablewhenhewelcomesAkokobackwhensheisawidow
andsuffering.

OwuorkemboandAkoko’smarriageisacloselyknitunion.OnmarryingAkokoOwuor
nevermarriesanyotherwifedespitepressurefromhismother.OnOwuor’sdeathAkoko
mournshimwithsomuchdignityandwithsongsofpraiserecountingtheirlifetogether
andhisgreatness.

NyaberaonsettlingatthenewmissionpickshermumherdaughterandnephewOwuor
tostaywiththemsincetheyweresoclosetoeachother.Theystaytogethersohappily.

MarkSiguisahardworkingmanwholovesandfullyprovidesforhisfamily.Theyareall
well-educatedandtrainedonresponsibility.MarkisconcernedwhenVeraasksfor
permissiontogooutwithamanandfearsforher.WhenBeckyrunsawaytothecityhe
issoconcernedandalmostfollowshertothecity.

Aoro’sandwandia’sfamilyareseentoco-existandthriveinloveandfriendship.They
evenadoptBecky’schildren–AliciaandJohnyandevenconsiderthemtheirown.“The
CourtneychildrenhadbecomesomuchpartofthefamilythatWandianeverdreamedof
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excludingthemfromhercalculations”(pg291)

GENDERRELATIONS

ThesocietyinTheRiverandtheSourceisseentobepatriarchal.Wearetoldthat:”Ifit
washardforaboytogetaneducation–itwaswell-nighimpossibleforagirl.The
purposeoffemaleexistencewasmarriageandchildbearing.”(P129)thisshowsa
disregardforwomeninsocietyandpointsouttotheirexpectationinsocietywhichis
pointertotheirlowlystatureinsociety.

Akokoisborninafamilythatisdominatedbymenandencountersmanychallenges.In
facttheexpressionthegirlchildpointstoheroppressedandexploitedandthreatened
Akokowhoisgrowingupasagirlchild.Herstrugglesareseeneveninherassertiveand
aggressivestanceinherfirstwordsdwaromara‘wantmine!’(pg15)

Womenareexpectedtobesubmissiveinthissocietyanditisunheardofforawoman
tochallengeaman.ThisishoweverseeninAkoko’sresistanceagainstOtienoher
brotherin-lawwhoevengetstofearher.WhenOtienothreatenstoassaulthershelooks
himintheeyesandsays,‘justyoudie!’(pg37)

FurtherwhenOtienotakesoverthechieftaincyandruleswithanironfist,Akokoseeks
theinterventionofthenewadministrationtoprotectherwealth.Shewinsinthisandin
factopensnewvistasandopportunitiesfortheoppressedespeciallythewomen.

Genderinequalityisseenfurtherinthesensethatoutofaclassofthirtyfour,therewere
onlytwogirlsoneofwhomwasAwitiandevensoshelatergotmarriedoffattheageof
sixteen.

It’sonlythroughAkoko’sdeterminationthatAwitiissavedfrom suchfate.Awitiis

furtherseentobeexceptionalasshemaintainsfirstpositionhencebringingoutthe

successofwomendespiteallodds.Shethuswinstheenvy,admirationandeven

disapprovalbysome.AsateacherAwitimanagesthechildrenbackatAluorduringthe

emergencywithoutMarkbringingheroutasastrongwoman.

Furthermorefrom Awiti’sexperiencewelearnoftheimportantroleofwomenin

upbringinginthatAwitiissavedfromthetraditionalpracticesofmarriageatseventeen

through“thepioneeringanddaringspiritofhergrandmotherandmother.”(pg129)they

regardedherastheirfutureandhopedtoenhancethecontinuityofthefamilythrough

herandthiscomestofruition.AkokoandNyaberathusovercometheobstaclesthat

tendtodegradeandsuppresswomen.

Wandia’smotherisfurtherbroughtoutasastrongwoman.Thoughsingleshedoesnot
becomedestituteandvulnerable.ThisisfurtherseenthroughWandiawhoisanepitome
ofgreatupbringingthroughhercourageanddeterminationandprofessionasadoctor.
Sheevenundertakesfurtherstudiestoevenacquiretheroleofprofessor.

Thecontinuityoftheriverofwomenempowermentisthusseenthroughthe
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generationsthroughAkoko,Nyabera,AwitiandWandia.Thisisdespitethechallenges
theyfacedanddisregardbysocietywhereevenforAwiti’scaseitissaid“Agirl!Tobeso
clever…nomanwouldmarryher…”(pg130)despitealltheseshekeepsexcelling.

CONFLICTINMARRIAGE

Thereareseveralinstancesofconflictinmarriagepointedoutinthenovel.Theyare
broughteitherfrommisunderstandingbetweenthecoupleorsometimesfromexternal
influence.
ThereisaconflictinthemarriagebetweenOwuorKemboandAkoko.Thisisbrought

outbytheallegationsbyNyarAsembothatAkokohasbewitchedhersonandcasta

spellonhimsothathedoesn’ttakeanotherwife.Furthershecomplainsofherinability

toconceiveregularlydespitethehugebrideprice.Akokodecidestoseveretheir

relationshipandgoesbacktoYimbobutnotbeforesummoningacrowdandclearing

hernameagainsttheallegations.IttakestheinterventionoftheJodongotobringher

back.

ConflictisalsoseeninthemarriagebetweenElizabethAwitiandMarkSigu.Thisisover

herinabilitytoconceiveafterthemiscarriage.Sheevenaccusesmarkofhavinggiven

herchloroquintodeliberatelymakehersterile.TheissueiscompoundedbyMark’s

motherwhodemandsanexplanationforElizabeth’slackofchildren.Thiscreatesso

muchtensionandmarkhastotakeElizabeth’ssidetosalvagethesituation.

Becky’spromiscuityleadstothebreak-upoftheirmarriagewithJohnCourtney.Itissaid
thatsheexchangedmenatwillpromptingJohntodivorceher.Itiseventhereasonshe
getsinfectedwithHIV.

TherewasalsoconflictinthemarriagebetweenAoroandWandiaovertheirsonDaniel’s
diseaseLeukemia.WandiaaccusesAoroofspendingtoomuchtimeoutsideworking
whentheyhavechildrentobringupandtakecareof.Hiexplanationsarenotheardand
sheevenretortsangrily,“Don’thoneyme.Gotohell.”(pg288)

RELIGION

ThereareaspectsofbothtraditionalreligionandChristianityinthenovel.

Inthetraditionalreligion,wearetoldthatthepeoplebelievedinWerethegodoftheeye

oftherisingsunandancestralspirits.Theymadesacrificesandpouredlibations.Akoko

evenmentionsthatitisWerewhoformschildreninoneswomb.Theyevenbelievedthat

thespiritsofthedepartedinfluencedthelivingsomuch.Theycouldcausedreamsto

pregnantmothersorrelativestoguideinthenamingoftheyoungones.

Withthecomingofmissionaries,ChristianityisintroducedNyaberaisattractedtothis
newreligionandisfurtherfascinatedbyvariouscharactersinthebible,thesufferingof
JesusandbaptismthroughwhichsheisnamedMaria.

AkokolaterjoinsMariainthenewreligionwiththechildrentoowhereAwitibecomes



21

SacristanassistingnunsandOwuorbecominganaltarboy.Owuorlaterbecomesa
priestandascendstobishop.ThiseveninfluencesTonySiguwhobecomesapriest.

Awitiraisesherfamilyinreligiousgrounds.ThisevenseesherdaughterVerabecoming
anon-marryingmemberoftheOpusDei.

Religionimpactsonthetraditionalaspectsoflifeforthepeopleandweseesomuch
changing.TraditionallyAkokowassupposedtobeburiedinherhusband’sancestral
homeattheleftoftheentrancebutduetoherchangetoChristianitysheisburiedasa
Christianinachurchcemetery.Furthermore,marriageriteschangeandwiththeadvent
ofChristianityhasintroducedchurchweddingsasseenintheChristianchurchwedding
betweenMarkandElizabethpresidedbyfatherPeter.Verafurtherbecomesan
unmarriedmemberofOpusDeiwhichwouldnothavebeenacceptedtraditionally.

DEATH

Throughouttheplotofthebook,thewriterhaseliminatedmanycharactersthrough
death-someofwhoneverevengetachancetoliveoneay.

Akoko’ssonOburaKembo,diedatwarinTanganyika.HeaswellasAmbereK’ongoro

diedintheFirstWorldWarbetweentheJo-IngerezaandJo-jerman.Thevillagewent

intomourningforthechief’sson.Themourningwasworsenedbythefactthatthere

wasnobodytomornoverandtobury.Pg55“ThenamesofthethreeareOuraKEmbo,

AmbereK’ongoso,andNyarocheSilwal.TheywenttofighttheJo-Jermaninaplace

calledTanganyika.....ofthethree,onlyNyarocheSilwalsurvivedandheis......”

TragedybefallsAkokoagain.First,shehadtocontendwiththedeathofhersonObura.

Laterherhusband,ChiefOwuorKembopassesonafterailingforalongtimesincehis

son’sdeath.Pg62‘......butbeforethebridepricecouldbepaidtheailingchiefOwour

Kembodied.....”Akoko’sothersonOwangSino,diesafterchockingonafishboneafter

havingamealoffishandUgali.

Akoko’sdaughter,Nyaberafacesseveralmisfortunesaswell.Herentirelifeseemsone

bigdisaster.Herothertowsonsdieduringanoutbreakofmeasles.Shegetspregnant

againwhenAwitiisthreeyearsoldbutshemiscarriges.Theraldisasteriswhenher

husband,Okumudiesaftercomplainingofsevereheadache,painandstiffnessinthe

neckandhecannotalsoretainanyfood.

Afterbeinginheritedbyasecondcousintoherhusband,OgomaKwachmNyaberagets
toechildrenwhoagain,dieofsicklecelldisease.Afterreturningtothesmaeman,
hopingafriendshipwouldgrow,shegetsababyboywholikealltheothersbeforehim
die.Theman’swifeisalsosaidtohavedied.

Akokodiesofoldagepeacefullyinhersleeplateatnight,thatdarkhourjustbefore
dawn.

Pg140“Thatnightshediedquietlyonherpalletinthecorner.....”
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Asaresultofstateofemergency,thecountryisbecomingmoreandmoredangerous
evenforordinarypeople.AsaresultofthewarbetweentheMauMaufreedomfighters
andthewhitejohnies.Deathcouldarrivewithoutwarning.Thingsworseneddaybyday
andlorriescarryingdeadpurpotelythemaumauwereacommonsight.

MariaNyabera,alsodiesaftershehadastrokeandwasinacomabeforeherdeath
earlyonemorning.Pg190,“AtsevenO’clock,justbeforethedoctorecameforhis
rounds,Maria
NyabetadaughterofChiefOwourKemboandAkokoObandaandwifetoOkumuAngolo,breathedherlastwithheronlydaughteratherbedside.”Hergranddaughter,Beckydiesof
AIDS.Nyabera’sdaughter,ElizabethAwiti,similarydiesaftershehaproblemswith
breathingagedseventy.

LOVE

Thewriterhasdealtwithdifferentlevelsoflove.Forexample;

i)Lovebetweenmanandwoman.

ii)Thelovebetweenfamiliesandwithinfamilies.

iii)Theloveformaterial,tangiblethings

iv)Theloveforoneself,theonethatalmostbordersonself-centredness.

DuringAkoko’smarriagenegotiations,thespokesmanfortheJodongoofSakwa,AlooK’
Olimareferstotheirhosts(eldersofYimbo)as‘brothers’.Thisisapointertothegood
dak

(neighbourliness)thatexistedbetweenthetwogroupsaswellasthegreat‘wat’
(brotherhood)theyshared.

Akokowascommittedtothewellbeingofherfamily.Whenthesurvivalofthetwoyear
oldOwuorthroughwhomherfamilycouldfindcontinuityidthreatenedbyOtieno,Akoko
madeanepicjourneytoKisumutopetitionthecolonialgovernment(sirikal)tointercede
onherbehalf.

AkokoalsolovedherhusbandOwuorKembo.Whenhedies,shemournedcarryingit

wellintothevillage.Pg62-63.‘Shedonnedhismonkeyskinheaddressthathehadand

hisshieldintheother.Shesangdirgesinhishonourwithherpowerfulvoice.Shesang

hisfamouscourtshipofher,thegreathonourhehadaccordedherthroughouttheirlife

together,thefriendshipthatexistedbetweenthem.”

Akokoinstilledinherchildrenandgrandchildrenastrongsenseofloyaltytothefamily.
ThisvalueofloveandloyaltyinthefamilyisseeninSigu’sfamily.They(Markand
Elizabeth)workinunisontobringuptheirsevenchildren.
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TherealsoexistsarelationshipofloveandcarebetweenMarkandElizabeth.Thisis

evidentfromthecourtshipthetwohasatthebeginningogaperiodofsixmonths.“pg

132.....Theircourtshipwentoninthisgentleoffhandmanner,butattheendofsix

months,theykneweachotherprettywell,atleastsheknewshelikedhimandhewho

impetuousknewthathewashewasinloveandwantedtogetmarried.’

ItisalsoindicatedinthebookthatSigufamilywasafamilyfulloflove.Pg162“Allinall,
theSigufamilywasahappyone.Therewasmoney,butnottoomuchandplentyoflove
-simpleandunpretentious.’
ThereisalsolovebetweenWandiaandherbrother’sandsisters.“Sheandherbrother
andsistershadalwaysbeenveryclose,aclosenessbornofnotjustbloodties,butof
manyhardshipsfacedtogether.’

Wandiaalsoenjoysawarm relationshipwithhertwonephewsandniece.“Theother
childrenarrivedformschoolandWandiawaslostinhuganddemandsforsweetsand
chocolates.(pg263)

Inashowoffamilyunity,WandiaandAoroadopttwochildrenwhowereBecky’s.These
areAliciaandJonnyfollowingBecky’sdeath.

CHANGE

Inthenovel,“TheRiverandtheSource’nothingremainsthesame.Thecontinouscyclic
patternofhumanlifeandnaturebedeckedbynumerouschangesofbothconsciousand
unconsciousorientation.Throughthesechanges,lifecontinousoreventscontinueat
differentlevelsaffectedbychanges.Considertheseillustrations:-

Akokoiswayaheadofhertimeandisappreciativeoftheneedtoembracechangeearly
enough.TheauthorsaysthattheclarityofvisionandstrengthofcharacterofAkoko
couldhavebeen‘adiscomfituretoallmenofallagesandshewasthereforeneverreally
havefittedinthat,thisoranyothercentury(pg142)

ThecomingoftheJorochere(whitemen)markedthefirstrealthreattotheformely
tranquilandcohesivetraditionalAfricansociety.AfootloosewanderercalledAmbere
K’Ongosobroughtstoriesofthewhiteskinnedpeople(pg48).SimilarlyNyarochecame
backwithstoriesaboutpesa(money)pg49.

Theeffectofthecomingofthewhitemaninrelationtoadministrationofjustice,
enforcementoflawandorder,modeofdressingandlanguageisnowevidentespecially
in

Kisumu.TheclerkattheD.O.’sofficecouldspeakthelanguageoftheWhitemanaswell
ashisown.Heworeadazzlingwhiteshirt,athinblacktieandwhiteshoes.

OpiyoandOdongowhileaccompanyingtheirauntAkokotokisumaweredressedin

skinscoveringonlytheirloinsandAkokowasdressedinthetraditionskincalled

“chieno.”Thismodeofdressingiscontrastedwiththatofapasser-bytheymetontheir

arrivalinKisumuwhoworeapairoflongshortsandasinglet.Thesaidpasser-byhad
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alsoattendedmissionschoolforoneyear.

WhileinKisuma,Akoko,OpiyoandOdongoareinformedthatKisumahadbeenrenamed
Kisumubythewhiteman.

ThehousebelongingtoAkoko’shostisanindicatorofchangestakingplaceinthe
society.

Hishousewasavariationofthetraditionalhutsinceithadsquarewindowsmadeof
woodandaneatwoodendoor,allpaintedbrightgreen.AlsothebuildingsinKisumu
lookedlargeandmosthadwhitewallsandredroofs.Othershadtinwall.
Akoko’shostinKisumuasvisesOpiyoandOdongotoleavetheirweaponsathome
sincepeoplewerenowprohibitedfromcarryingweaponssincethe‘Sirikal’had‘askaris’
whoofferedprotectiontoeveryoneandkeptthepeace.

ThewhiteDCinKisumalistenstoAkoko’spositionandrulesinherfavour.Acontingent

of‘Askaris’isdispatchedtothevillagetoforciblyremoveOtienofromhispositionas

chief.Heisalsomadetoreturnallpropertyhehadgrabbedformhissister-in-lawand

hisgrandnephew.Thisepisodeshowsthattheinfluenceofthe‘Jodongo’inthe

administrationofjusticeisgraduallywaningandinitsplaceisthewhiteman’s

administrativestructures.Infacttheauthoracknowledgesthisrealitywhenshesays“In

spiteoftheDC’sdecision,itwasonlyamatteroftimebeforethehereditarychiefdoms

weredoneawaywithtotally.Itwasachangingworld.(pg93)

Christianityisgraduallytakingroot.Afterbeingbaptized,Nyaberaacquiresanewname,
Maria.(pg110)

ByagreeingtoaccompanyNyaberatoGem (missionofAluor,AKokohasmadethe
decisiontomovefromonelifetoanother.herpioneeringanddaringspiritenabledher
daughterAwititoacquireeducation.

Byacquiringformaleducation,Awitiisabletodisentangleherselffrom theyokeof

traditionsandcustomsofherpeoplepertainingtotheroleofwomen.Thisconservative

mindsetofAwiti’speopleisevidentinthestatement,“Thepurposeoffemaleexistence

wasmarriageandchildbearing.”Accordingtothecommunity,itwassuperfluousto

educategirls.Awiti’sdesiretoacquireeducationwasmadepossiblethroughthe

pioneeringanddaringspirithergrandmotherandmotherhad(pg129)

TheimpactofformaleducationisevidentinMarkSigu’sabilitytospeakfluentlyin
perfectEnglish.DuringhisencounterwithElizabethhetellsherthathewenttoschoolin
St.Mary’s

YalaandwasconscriptedintothearmywhilejobhuntinginNairobi.Theadventof
formalemploymentisaresultofformaleducation.(pg137)

WhileconversingwithElizabeth,MarkSiguswitchestoacombinationofEnglishand
vernacular-acommonmannerofspeechisanemergingbilingualandtri-lingualAfrica.
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Moneywasreplacingbartertradeasatoolofexchangeofgoodsandservices.Awiti

successfullysatherexaminationattheteachertrainingcollegeandreceivedher

teacher’scertificate.Sheisthenpostedbacktoheroldschool.Sheearnsasalaryof

fiftyshillingsamonth.Mariainitiallyopposestheideaofherdaughteracceptingthe

invitationtojointheteachertrainingcollegebutAkokoprevailsuponher.

WhenAwitiinformshermotherthatshedoesnotknowthenamesofMark’sparents,an

appaledMarialaments,“Whatdoyoumeanyoudon’tknow!Howcanyouevenconsider

havingfriendshipwithamanwhoserootsandantecedentsyoudon’tknow?”Contrary

todictatesof‘Chik’,Elizabeth’sre;ativesdidnotsenda‘Jawangyo’(spy)tocheckout

MarkSigu’sbackground.AkokoreasonswithMariabytellingher,“AcceptitMaria,the

worldischanging.”(pg143)

Akokohaschangedtheconceptofbrideprice.ContraytotheexpectationsofElizabeth’s
suitorsfromSemethataheavybridepricewasgoingtonedemandedforElizabeth,no
priceisaskedexceptforatokenbull,twocowsandsixgoats.(Pg148)

Inabreakfromtraditions,Akokowasnotburiedinherhusband’sancestralhometothe
leftoftheentrancetoherhousebutontheburialgroundwhichthechurchhadprepared.

Mixed(inter-tribal)marriageshavestartedtotakeroot.Elizabeth’sflexibilityand

accommodatingnatureisevidentwhensheconvincesherhusbandtoallow their

daughterVeratoaccompanyTommyMuhambe,atwentyoneyearoldyoungLuhya

manstudyingveterinarymedicinetothemovies.Becky’shusband(JohnCourtney)isa

whiteman.Wandia’ssister(Esther)pointsoutsomeofthechallengesofintertribal

marriagesthatWandiaandAoromayexperience.“Forexamplefew in-lawsare

endearing,butIcan’timagineanythingmoreannoyingthantheirtalkingtotheirson,and

yourchildreninalanguageyoucannotunderstand.”Aoro(aLuo)marriesWandia(a

Kikuyu).Priortotheirmarriageeachintroduceshis/herwouldbespousetohis/her

parents.

Changeisalsoexperiencedinthearenaofpolitics.Mentionismadeoftherecently

concludedmulti-partyelections(1992)whichmarkedtheendofthesinglepartyrule.

Peoplehopethatthenewpoliticaldispensationwouldusherinanewera.Insteaditis

characterizedbyconfusionandcriesoffoulbytheoppositionanddeclarationsoftotal

transparencybythewinners.(pg304)

Veraalsochangesform unbelievingChristiantoamemberofOpusDeiduringher
encounterwithMaryanne.

ThetwoepicjourneysAkokomakesarequitesignificantasfaraschangeisconcerned.

ThefirstoneisherjourneytoKisumaaccompaniedbyOpiyoandOdongo.Thisstory

elevatedAkokotooheroineandlegendarystatus.Itwastobepasseddownfrom

generationtogeneration.ThesecondoneisAkokoandNyabera’sjourneytoALuor.“The

childrenwerethefutureandthefuturehadtobeprotected.”Thewriterseemsto

suggestthemergingofthepastandthepresent,“Akokotoldthemstoriesoftheheroes
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ofoldandthehistoryofbabyJesus.”FatherTony,AKoko’sgrandsonsaysofAkoko,“To

herlifewaslikeariver,flowingfrometernitytoeternity.

TRADITIONANDCUSTOMS

‘Chik’(traditions)governedeveryaspectofthelifeofthepeople.Itwasthegluewhich
heldthepeopletogetherthuspreventingdisintegrationofthefabricofthesocietyand
chaos.

Thenamingsysteminthecommunityisquiteelaborate.Thechildrenaregivenmore

thanonename.Forinstance,ChiefOderoGogni’snewlybornchildisfirstcalledAdoyo

sinceshewasbornduringtheweedingandhoeingseason.Theancestralspiritsusually

sendvividdreamstothenewbornbaby’sparentsandinAdoyo’scasethechild’sgreat

uncle,recentlydead,amedicinemanofgreatrenownsentdreamstoboththefather

andgrandmotherofthechild,resultinginthebabybeingnamedObanda.Sincethebaby

hadanextremelypowerfulsetoflungsshewasgiventhethirdname,Akoko.(pg14)

Akoko’ssonisfirstnamedObura(thewiseone).Onthesecondnightafterbirththe
child’sfatherdreamtthatKemboK’Aginathelatechiefwashandinghimababyboy
fromhisrighthandside;thereforethechildwasnamedOburaKembo.

WhenAdoyowastwoweeksold,shesufferedaprolongedboutofcolicandscreaming

thatwentonallnight.Areasonandsolutionissoughttothebaby’scrying.Grandmother

-NyarAlegoimploresweretosparethechild’slife.Shepleadswithherdepartedmother

(Achieng)tointercede.Shealsoseemstoimplythatthechild’sconditionmaybe

attributedtoAkelo,herdepartedsisterwhodiedchildless.(pg12and13)

Itwasacommonpracticeforpotentialsuitorstosendspies(jowang’yo)tocheckout
thebackgroundofawouldbebride.InthecaseofAKoko,theyreportedthatshehad
impeccableantecedents.

Chik(tradition)dictatesthatachiefmustbemarried.ThisiswhatpromptedOwuor
Kembohavinginheritedthechieftainshiptogetmarriedatarelativelyyoungageof
twentyyears.(pg19)

Marriagenegotiationsareconductedbyelders,ChiefGognichoosesAlooK’Olima(an
accomplishednegotiator)astheirspokesman.Theysetahighbridepriceatthirtyhead
whichtoeveryone’ssurpriseOwuorKembopromptlyacceptswithoutbargaining.(pg20)

Thefirstwife’shouse(Mikai’shouse)holdsthecentrestagedirectlyfacingthegate.

ChiefOderoGogniwelcomesthevisitors(prospectivesuitors)and offersthem
brew

(Kong’o)tobesippedthroughalongreedlikestrawafterlibationsarefirstofferedto
Were.(pg19)Kong’oisonceagaindrankafterlibationsarepouredtoWeretosignifythe
culminationofsuccessfulmarriagenegotiations.Feastingthengoesonintothelate
afternoon.(pg25)
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Traditionsdictatethatawomanshouldpresentapictureofdemureshynesswhenshe
encounteredherfuturehusbandforthefirsttime,butAkokodefiedthispracticeby
walkinginmeasuredsteps,healdheldhigh,handsatherside.(pg24)

Chik(traditions)didnotallowsuitorstospendthenightattheirin-lawshomesteadas
witnessedinAkoko’scase.Thesuitorshadtoleavewheneveningcame.(pg25)

AmockwrestlingduelensuresbetweentheyoungmenfromSakwaandthosewhoresit
theeffortstospiritheraway.EventuallythemenformSakwasuccedingrabbingAkoko
andtakinghertohermatrimonialhome.(pg27)

Chikalsodictatedthatmensentonamissiontodeliverbridepricemustbegranted
hospitalitywithoutquestion.AsaresultwhentheyoungmenfromSakwastoppedfor
restandfoodatthenearesthomesteadtheywerewarmlyreceived.(pg27)

Accordingto‘Chik’,ifamandies,hisbodyliesinhismikai’shut(firstwife’shut)before
heisburiedontherighthandsideofthehut.(pg38)
InordertopavewayforelderstogotoYimbofollowingAkoko’sdecisiontogobackto
herparent’shome,fouryoungmenaredispatchedwithacowandanox,ahe-goatand
twonannygoats.‘Chik’,alsodictatesthatwhateverthecircumstances,amessenger
shouldnitbevictimizedhencetheyoungmenareonlyreceivedcoldly.(pg40)

Thetraditionsofthecommunitydictatedthatduringdeliberationscenteringaround
marriagedisputes,bothsidesofthestoryhadtobeheardbeforeadecisionadecision
wasarrivedat.WhentheJodongo(eldersofSeme)wenttoYimbotonegotiatethe
returnofAkoko(theirwife),beingagravematter,kong’owasnotallowedunlessuntilan
agreementwasreached.

Chiefdomishereditary,Owuortellshisson,“donottakeyourdutypracticallymyson,for
thechiefdomhasbeeninmyfamilyforgenerations.”

Theroleofthechiefiswelloutlined.HismainjobwastoleadthecouncilofJodongo
(elders)intheirarbitrationandhisfinalwordwaslaw.Hewasalsoasortodpriestwho
ledthewholecommunityinsacrificeandlibationonpublicworshippingdays.Healso
ledhispeopletobattle,andifheistooold,hiseldestson.(pg57)

Thecommunityabhorredbloodshed.Tothem,bloodshedeveninbattlewasagreat
tabooandrequiredmuchcleansing.(pg58)

Incompliancewiththedicatesof‘Chik’upondleieveringofthemessagethatOburahad

diedatwarinTanganyika,hismotherAkokocameoutofherson’shutwithhisspearin

herrightandhiscolourfulox-hideskilledinherleft-thetraditionalsaluteofthefallen

warrior.Forfourdaysthevillagerswailed,sangdirgesandtheyoungmenstagedmock

battles.AbananatrunkwassymbolicallyburiedintheabsenceofObura’sbody.(Pg62)

Suicidewasconsideredagreattabooandwouldbringagreatcurseamongthepeople.
(pg62)
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UponthedeathofchiefOderoGogni,theclanwentintosixtydaysmourningmandatory
forachief.AKokoalsomournedherhusband,Shesangdirgeswhiledonninghis
monkeyskinheaddressandbrandishinghisspearinonehandandhisshieldinthe
other.

‘Chik’didnotallowamothertospendthenightinhermarrieddaughter’shouse.When

AkokovisitsherdaughterNyaberabeforesheleavesforKisuma,Nyaberaconductsher
tohermother-in-law’shouse.(pg78)

AkokopresentsapetitiontothewhiteD.O.inKisumuaboutheroppressioninthehands
ofOtieno.ThereaftertheD.Osendshismessengerstodiscreetlycarryoutinvestigations
toascertaintheallegations.AKokoissummonedbacktoKisumutoappearbeforethe
D.C.ThemessengerinformstheD.Cthatthechiefdomishereditaryandpassesfrom
fathertohiseldestson.Intheabsenceofason,theclosestmalerelativetakesover.In
casethesonisnotyetoftheageofmarriage,thechiefdomisheldincustodybythe
closestmalerelativewiththecouncilofelders.Whentherightfulheircomesofage,he
ransomshisseatwithtwelveheadofcattle,thepriceofabride,payabletothe
custodian.Intheeventthathecannotraisetheransom hisseatwithintwoyearsof
gettingmarried,thenthecouncilofeldersmaydecidethattheseatremainswiththe
custodian.(pg92)

Havingalreadylostthreechildren,alittleceremonyidpreformedtoconfuseevilspirits
andenhanceNyabera’sson’schancesofsurvival.(pg92)

‘Chik’dictatedthatahusbandhadtobefoundfromcloserelativesofthedeadmanfor

thewidow.“Hisjobbeingthatofsiringchildrentomaintainthedeadman’snameandto

keephiswidowfromwanderingfrommantoman.”(pg99)thisiscalled‘tero’.Therefore,

Otieno,chiefOwuorKembo’sbrothershouldhavemarriedhisbrother’swidow,AKoko

andbecomeaguardianofthegrandsonandcustodiannotownerofthechief’sstool.”

(pg87).

DETERMINATIONANDHARDWORK

Throughoutthenovel,instanceshavebeenvividlybroughttolifeofdetermined
personalitiestryingtoacheveonthingortheother.Forexample:-

Oburaisdeterminedtoleavehomeandexploreawholenewlifeoutsidethatnoamount
ofpersuasionnottodosodetershim.Hefinallyfleeshometounknowndestinations.

Akokoisdeterminedtofindinterventionofthewhiteman’sgovernmentinabidto
alleviatetheatrocitiescommittedbyherbrother-in-law.Toanunknownplace,shesets
offwithhopethatonedayherpeoplewillbeliberated.

Akokoisdepictedasahardworkinganddeterminedwoman.ASayoungwomansheis
knowntoriseearlyandtillherlandsandusestheleftovertobarterinexchangefor
cattle,sheepandgoats.(pg35)Herhersisimpressiveandhergranarieswerealways
full.(pg66)
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Akokoalsotellsherdaughterthatlazinessopensthedoorforeviltoruleone’smindand
body.Shealsotellshertoworktirelesslyandthatitisshameforanablebodiedperson
tofeedonsweatofothers.(pg86)

Nyaberaisalsodeterminedtojointhenewfaith.Tothecatechistatthemission,she

says,“......teacher,Ihavecomealongwayforthis,Idoubttherewillbeagoingback.I

havenothingtogobackto.”(pg97)Sheleavesbehindherdaughterandmothertothe

unknown....Nyaberaleftthetwodearestpeopletoherwithaheavyheartbutdetermined

feet.......”(pg103)

Whenthey(AkokoandNyaberatogetherwiththechildren)arrivedatthemission,weare
toldthatAkokostartedworkinghardtoform somekindofbaseforthechildren.
“........shehadneverbeggedforfoodandshewasnotabouttobegin......shewasuntiring
andunsparingofherself.”(pg117)

Awitialsoworkedhardinschool.Sheisgivenanadmissiontocollege.“......thisletter
comesfromaheadteacherofaschoolcalledacollege,wheretheyteachteachershow
toteachchildren.HesaysheishappytooffermeaplaceinhiscollegesothatIanalso
learnhowtobeateacher.”(pg123)

PeterOwuoralsoworkedveryhard.Thingsintheseminarywerenotthat
east.Itissaid,

“......Andsoheenteredthevigourandsplendourlifeinthe

seminary.Sometimeswhenthingswereparticularlytough,he

wouldwonderwhethermerefleshandbloodwouldsurviveit,

butitneverenteredinhismindtoleave.....hewasnoquitter.

Hewouldsurvive.Hewouldseeitthrough.”(pg127)Peterhad

learntfromhisgrandmotherthatonceajobbegunithadtobe

completed.

CHARACTERANDCHARACTERIZATION

CHARACTER-Arepeople,animalsorobjectstakingaspecificroleinartisticworklikeastory,
play,novelnarrative.
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CHARACTERIZATION-Istheauthor’spresentationanddevelopmentofthecharacters.
Explainingcharactertraitsofcharactersiswhatcharacterizationentails.

Howtodetermineacharacter
 Whatthecharactersaysordoes

 Whattheauthorsaysabouthim

 Whatothercharacterssayabouthim/her
 Wedescribeacharacterusinganadjective

 TherealsoMUSTbeanillustrationtothecharacteridentifiede.g.

AKOKO

SheisthewifeofChiefOwuorKembo.Sheisthemostprominentcharacter.Sheis
portrayedasthesourceoftheriverandthesourceofgreatsuccessfulfuturegeneration.
Akoko’scharactercanbeillustratedasfollows;-

Determined

Sheamazeseverybodywhensheuttersherfirstwords‘dwaramara’(wantmine).The
authorcomments,“Akokogrewfairlyslowbutshemadeupforherlackofheight….a
determinationthatwouldbethehallmarkofherentirelife….everybody…..shewouldbea
verydeterminedpersonsomeday.(pg14-15)

DespitethemanychallengesthatAkokofacessheisnotweigheddownbythesheover
obstaclesbutsheovercomesthemandmovesforward.

Hardworking/industrious/enterprising

Akokobelievesinhardworkandlearnsthatthewaytomakeahusbandhappyisbythe
workofherhands.

ShetellsNyabera,‘Mydaughter,shoulditeverbesaidthatyouareaslazyasyour
mother,Iwilltuninmygrave.”(pg66)

HerherdsatSakwaissaidtohavebeensovastthataspecialdamseparatefromthe
restisbuilt,”Itwassaidoftheherdsthatshouldyougettothewatertodrinkbeforeyou
drewyourwaterthenyouhadtowaitforalmosttwohoursbeforetheydrunktheir
fill.”(pg66)

Akoko’sgranariesarefulltoburstingsothatduringtheleanseason,“…..peoplecoming
tobartertheircattleinexchangeforfoodwererestedandfed.”(pg66)

WhenAkokoreturnstoYimbowithallherpropertyshehassalvaged…….”Itwasamighty
herdwhichmovedinthreecohorts.”(pg93-94)
SheadvicesNyaberathatlazinessopensthedoorforeviltoruleone’smindandbody.
Shesays,“Itisashameforablebodiedpersontofeedoffthesweatofothers.”(pg93)

WhenAkokomovestoAluormissionwithdaughterandgrandchildren,shecontinuesto
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workhard.Thewritersays,“Shehadneverbeggedforfoodandshewasnotaboutto
begin……”(pg117)

“Godhasnotimeforthelazy,butthedevilhas,wasafavoritesayingofhers.(pg145)

Daring/boldcourageous

Shefacesherbrotherheadonwhenhetakessomethingsheisplayingwithatavery
tenderage.Duringthemarriagenegotiationsshestaresstraightintotheeyesofthe
husbandtobeandOtienowondersathercourage.(pg24)

InanotherincidentwhenOtienoKembogetswindofsomepeoplenosingaroundwith
hisaffairsandconfrontsAkoko,sherespondscourageously,“Goawayyoufool…..Are
youthevillagechieforthevillagefool?”(pg90)

ItisoutofcouragethatshedarestrektoKisuma.Sheisnotscaredofthehazardsof
thejourneythathaswildanimalsandworsestillthekillingandmaimingLang’o
tribesmen.

Understanding/supportive/concerned

Akokoisresponsibleandsupportiveasamother;sheunderstandsNyabera’ssuffering
afterthelossofherbrotherObura.Shesnapsoutofherpersonalgriefandpays
attentiontoher.

SheunderstandsthatpeoplearedifferentandaccomodatesAlandoNyarUyoma’s
weakness.“Sheleanedoverbackwardstoaccommodateherweaknesssomeofwhich
shefoundirritatinglikehertendencytoidleness.”(pg70)

SheletsOwuorSinojoinpriesthoodeventhoughshehashopesthatonedayhewould
sitonthechief’sstool,sheconsentshimtotakethenewpath.Shetellshim,“Iwillnot
standinyourway……..Dowhateverthespiritbidsyou.”

ShestandsbyNyaberaduringhertryingmomentsandensuresthathergrandchildAwiti
iswelltakencareof.

Decisive/Independentminded

Whenhermother-in-lawaccusesherofwitchcraft,AkokotakesherandOtienohead-on
infrontofthevillage.ShemakesahastydecisiontogobacktoherpeopleinYimbo.

SoonafterOtienoKembotakesoverthechief’sstoolwithgleeandarrogance,Akoko
decidesthat,“….thetimehadcomeforbattlelinestobeclearlydrawn.”(pg73)Shetreks
tokisumatoseekjusticefromthesirikal.

Intelligent/wise
Shegrowsupasanintelligentwomanandisfullofwisdom.“Shebelievedthatayoung
womanhadtobeintelligent…..”(pg65)
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Sheofferswisecounseltoherdaughterwhoismourningthelossofhersonsthrough
anoutbreakofmeasles.Shetellsher,“crymychild,foronedoesnotburyachildwithout
buryingapartofones’ssoulwithit,…Yesterdayisnottodayandtodayisnottomorrow
foreachdayrisesfreshfromthehandsofWere….”(pg75)

HerwisdomisfurtherillustratedduringhervisittoKisumatoappealagainstherbrother

-in-law.WherelsethetwinsaredissatisfiedwiththeverdictoftheD.O,Akokotellsthem,”

Donotdecidethewisdomofamanbythebrevityofhisquietorthemultitudeofhis

words……..Afoolknowseverything.”(pg88).Shediscoversthatsshecannotphysically

confrontOtienoKembowhohasreducedherheadofcattleanddecidestowaitforthe

D.O’sintervention.Shesays,“Therewasnoadvantageinknockingone’sheadagainsta

treetrunk……ifyouwanttocutatree,taketimetosharpenanaxe.”(pg89)

SheencouragesNyaberatoseekanewlifeatthemissioninAluorwiththesewords,

”Bitternessispoisontothespirit…..ifyouarewalkingalongandyoufindyourpath
leadingnowhere,thenitiswisetotryotherpath.”(pg103)

SheplaysthevoiceofreasonwhenaconflictarisesbetweenNyaberaandAwitioverher

fiancéwhosebackgroundshehasnotinvestigated.AkokotellsNyabera,“Acceptit

Maria,theworldischanging.”(pg143)ShesupportsPeterOwuor’sdecisiontobecome

apriestdespitethefactthatheisthechiefinwaiting.Shesays,“Thingshavechanged

andpeopleareturningtodifferentthings.”(pg126)

Kindandgenerous

Thepeoplewhocometobartertheiranimalsarerestedandfullyfedbeforetheybeing
dispatchedtotheirhomes.Nyabera,inlamentinghermother’smisfortunes,describes
herasonewhohadneverlookedatanyonewithanevileye,neverdeniedanyonefood,
hadbeenquitegenerousinsacrificeandlibation

Rash/impatient/short-tempered

Despiteherpositivepersonality,Akokoattimesbehavesinarashmanner.Shereacts

withtemperwhenhermother-in-lawaccusesherofwithcraftanddoesnotwaitforher

husbandtoreturn.ShegoeshometoherpeopleinYimbo.ChiefKembocomments,I

knowallyourvirtues,butyourweakestpointisyourtemperandimpatience…..youmust

exerciseself-control.”(pg44-55)

AKOKO’SROLES
1.Sheisthemaincharacterinthestory.Withouthertherewouldbenostory
2.Sheissymbolicallyreferredtoasthesourceoftheriver.Sheisalsoasymbolof

change,wisdom,determination,hardworkandfocusedpeople.
3.ThroughAkokoseveralthemesarehighlighted;Tradition,change,education,religion

anddeath.
4.Shehelpsdevelopothercharacterse.g.throughherOwuorKemboisbroughtoutas

loving,committed,wise.ThroughherOtienokemboispotrayedasabusive,cowardly,
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selfish,greedyandchauvinist.
5.Throughherseveralaspectsofstylesuchasproverbs,similes,vividdescription,

songs,mythsandlegendsarebroughtout

MARIANYABERA
SheisthesecondbornofAkoko,bornthreeandahalfyearsafterObura.Sheistheonly
daughterofAkokoandOwuorKembo;theonlysurvivingamongthethreeborn.Sheis
alwaysmerryandalwaysmeetspeoplewithasunnysmile.Thisishowsheearnshername
Nyabera-meaningthegoodone.Shecanbedescribedas;
1)Hardworking

Herhusbandconfessesthat,sheneverneglectsherdutytogotraipsingofftoherhomefor
sheisindustrious.
InAluor,shewouldalwaysaccompanyhermothertotillthelandandtogethertheyhave
granariesoffoodandabigherdofcattle.“Thetwowomenbecamesomesortofafixture
onthegreenslopingcountryside,andthelocals,notasmotivatedastheyweremade
endlessjokesabouttheirironbacksandcakedfeet.”(pg117)
EvenwhensheistoldhowharditistomasterChristianconcepts,shedoesnothesitateto
gotoAluor.Shememorizesallthestorieswhichshelaterrecountstoherdaughter,nephew
andmother,“Aftershemasteredthebasicsofreligionshestartedattendingmassevery
morningbeforeclass.”(pg107)
2)Likeable/Loveable/adorable

Duetoherjovialnature,sheiseasilylikeable.Shehas,”…….apersonallytocharmthebirds
offthetrees.”(pg33)Rightfromatenderage,hermotherdoesnothavetoworryaboutbaby
sittersforyounggirlslineuptoholdthebaby.“Oburawasveryjealousforhewouldhave
likedtohavemoreofhissistertohimself.”(pg33)

3)Preserving/enduring

Sheundergoesalotofsuffering.Herfirstchilddiesattheageoftwo.Thechildsuffersfrom
fever,jaundiceandswellingofthetummy.Sheloseshertwosonstoaferociousoutbreakof
measles.Shelosesherfather,andmiscarrieswhenAwitiisthreeyearsandsoonafterher
husbanddies.SheisinheritedbyOgomaKwachandtheyhavetwochildren,buttheyboth
die.WheninAluor,shehearsthatOgoma’swifehasdiessoshegoesbacktohim.They
haveanotherchildwhodiessoonafter.Themanalsostarttocourtayoungergirland
feelingrejected,shegoesbacktoAluor.

4)Loving/caring

Asasister,shelovesherlovesherbrother,Obura,thathisdeathdevastatesher.She
becomesalonerwanderingawaybyherself,muteandquitefordays.
AftershesettlesinAluorsherememberstogoforherdaughter,nephewandmotherwhom
shelovesinaspecialway.ShelovesOwuorlikeherownson”…….formedsuchasolidwallof
lovearoundthechildren.”9pg116)
ShesupportsOwuorinhisdecisiontojoinpriesthood.Sheleavessomeofhercattlewith
hermother-in-lawsinceshehasbeenherfriend.

5)Humble/modest
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Althoughshemarriesapoorman,Okumu,andbroughtwithherasizeableherdofcattle,
sheepandgoats,sherespectsherhusbandandshowshimhumilityalthoughhecould
hardlyraisethebrideprice.Shetreatshimwiththeutmostrespectandpolitelyseekshis
permissiontogovisitingheroldhome.

6)Secretive/Discreet

WhenshedecidestogobacktohermatrimonialhomeAluor,sheoffersnoexplanationand
hermotherlookingintohereyes,letshergowithoutdemandingone.“Therearemany
longingsandfearswhichcanneverbeputfullyintowords.”(pg118)

7)Weak-willed/indecisive

EvenaftermakingabreakwithtraditiontojoinChristianityatAluor,shestillcomesbackto
hermatrimonialhometoseekherinheritor,OgomaKwachinordertogetason.Thisisa
breachofthetheChristiandoctrinethatshenowprofesses.
InmostcasesshedependssolelyonAkokotomakedecisions.

NYABERA’SROLES

1.ShehelpsinthedevelopmentofthestoryassheisAkoko’schild.

2.ShebringsaboutchangebyseekingtheChristianreligionandgivesbirthtoAwitiwho
pursuesthewhiteman’seducation.

3.Throughherthefollowingthemesarehighlighted;change,religion,education,family
relationshipsanddeath.

4.Shehelpsinportrayingseveralaspectsofstylelike;rhetoricalquestions,dialogue,
allusion.

Shehelpsdevelopothercharacterse.g.throughherAkoko’scharactertraitsascaring,
comforting,independentmindedandreligious.

ELIZABETHAWITI

SheisNyabera’sonlysurvivingdaughter.SheisalsothewifeofMarkSigu.Shecanbe
describedas;
1)Intelligent/Brilliant

“Shemesmerizestheclasswithherpowerstorecall…..”(pg115)Sheisgoodatmemorizing
prayersbothinLatinandvernacular.Thevillagerswonderatherintelligence.“Agirl!Tobe
soclever…..toreceivecommendationaftercommendation!”
Inclasswheresheistheonlygirl,sheholdsherpositionquitewelleveninmathematics
whichshedislikes.Sheemergestopofherclassandisinvitedtojointhefirstteacher’s
collegenearAluor.

2)Industrious/hardworking/determined
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Sheinheritshergrandmother’sindustryanddetermination.Whilesomanygirlsdropoutof
school,shereachesthetopclassateighteen.Shereceivesacertificateonpassingatough
examinationattheendoftheyear.
Sheworkshardonmathematicswhichshedislikesandpasseswell.Amongsttenboys,she
istheonlygirlwhoholdstoppositioninclass.
Shedoessowellatschoolandgetsadmittedtoateacherstrainingcollege.Upon
graduationshebecomesateacher.

3)Loving/passionate/caring

Shehermotheratleastonceeverytwomonths,butstillshefeelsthatshehasnotdone
enough.Shealsosendshertwosons,OpiyoandOdongotokeephercompany.
SheloveshergrandmotherAkokoandwritesabouthertoMark.“Shehadlovedher
grandmotherdesperately….Hadadmiredherunreservedly.”(pg151)
WhenAoroandTonyarepunishedbybeingdeniedfoodatnight,afterriskingthelifeofthe
twins,Elizabethhearstheminthekitchentryingtostealfood.However,shegoesandgives
themchapatisanddengusmilingatthem.

4)Firm/Decisive/Resolute

WhenshegivesbirthtoMary,shedecisivelyasksthenurseforwaterandbaptizesthechild
inhospital,”IbaptizeyouMary…..”(pg194)Shedecidessheisgoingtogetadmittedin
hospital.SheasksMarktogobacktothechildrenandonlycometovisitherattheweekend
orwhenevershecan.
ElizabethensuresMarydoesnotgetspoilt………motherkeptherheadpreventedtheyoung
ladyfrombeingcompletelyspoilt.”(pg195)

5)Principled/dignified/self-controlled

AlthoughmanyofthemalestudentsattheTeachersTrainingCollegeareattractedtoher
andgotogreatlengthsincludingthrowinglovenoteswrappedaroundstonestoherroomto
winherover,shedoesnotyield.Sheremainstheoddoneoutwhenalltheothergirlshave
pairedup,eitherfromwithincollegeoutside.
Sheisvariouslyreferredtoasthenun,VirginMaryandchurchmouse.Sheisshunnedby
bothmenandwomenforbeinganon-conformist.Sheissocoldtowardsmenthatwhen
Marktalkstoheraskingherwhysheisalwaysalonesheretorts,”Whatisthattoyou.”(pg
137)

6)Motherly/responsible/compassionate

WhenMarkfeelssoguiltyforhavingbeensoignorantastogiveheranti-malariadrugsthat
makesherabort,Elizabethcomfortshim.”Don’tworry,Godwillgiveusanother.Shedidn’t
bothertellinghimtheyhadbeentwins.Thepoormanhadsufferedenough.”(pg160)
Asamother,she”sleepswithoutsleeping.”Aoro’sscreamwhenTonyfallssickatnightgets
heroutofbedevenbeforeAororeachesherbedroomtoreporthisbrother’sailment.Tonyis
takentohospital“…..Heldonhismother’slap…..”(pg180)
WhenAorofaintsfornothavingeatenforlong,whichisapunishmentforhisbeing
undisciplined,Elizabeth,”……waswatchingsecretly……rushedouttoherson.”(pg190)

ELIZABETH’SROLES
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1.Shehelpsindevelopmentofplot-ShemoveswithhermotherandgrandmothertoAluor
mission,getseducated,marriesSiguandtogethertheyhavesevenchildren.

2.Throughherweseechange-Sheacquiresthewhiteman’seducationandgetsemployed.

3.Shehelpshighlightseveralaspectsofstyle;dialogueandhumuor.

4.Throughher,Akoko’srivercontinuestoflow

5.Helpsdevelopothercharacterse.g.throughherweseeMariaNyaberaasloving,Mark
Siguisportrayedasloving,caring

VERA
SheisBecky’stwinsister.ThetwoareElizabethandSigu’sfirstchildren.Sheisthefirst
bornofthetwotwins.Sheisaladywithmanypositivepoints,areplicaofhermotherand
greatgrandmother,Akoko.Shecanbedescribedas;

1)Brilliant/Intelligent

Shecarriesofftrophyaftertrophy.Sheisintoeverythinglikedebateandsports.After
primarynationalexam,shegetsanalmostperfectscoreandwinsaplaceatatopnational
school.Inhersecondarynationalschool.Inhersecondarynationalexams,shegets
distinctioninMath,Biology,PhysicsandGeography.InherA-level,shegetsAsin
MathematicsandPhysicsandaBinchemistry.Sheoptstogoforengineering.

2)Loving/friendly

Shehasagreatcapacityforlove.Shehasapassionatenatureandiscompletelyloyaland
hersisteristheobjectofherloveandprotection.“Shewaswillingandreadytodobattle
withanyonewhocrossedBecky’spathandwasafearlessfighter.”(pg166)
Atfive,shealmosttearsaplaymateapartbeforeanyonerealizeswhatishappening,
becausesheisscreamingwhilepummelinghim.Sheloveshersisterandshowsheroffto
all.Sheoptstogotohersister’sschoolratherthanatopnationalschool.Shestillgoesto
lookforBeckyattheairportevenwhenshethinksthatBeckymightnotwanttoseeher.She
confessestoBeckythatsheactuallylovedTommyonlythatshecannotmarryhim.Sheand
Wandiabecomeautomaticfriends.
3)Responsible

Sheismadeacaptaininclassseven,apositiononlyheldbeforebyboys.Hermotherallows
hertojoinBecky’ssecondaryschoolsothatshecanlookafterhertwinsister.
ShetalkstoBeckyuntilsheagreestogoandinformherparentsaboutherimpending
marriage.Althoughsheisnotmarriedanddoesnothavechildren,Beckyentruststhecare
andfutureofherchildrentoher.
4)Hardworking/industrious

Afterformsix,whenBeckydecidesjusttostayathome,Veragetsajobasateacherina
nearbyharambeeschool.
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Herexcellentgradesarealwaysduetobrillianceandhardwork.
Withhertremendousenergy,sheparticipatesinmanyschoolactivitiesandcarriestrophy
aftertrophy.
Shechoosesengineeringbecauseshethinksitismorechallengingthanarchitecture.

5)Emotional
Hertearsarereadytofallattheslightestprovocation.Sheisabouttocrywhenhermother
triestopersuadehertoconsiderrefusingtogotoanationalschool.Whenshehasan
argumentwithhersister,tearswellinhereyesandshedashesthemawayangrilywithher
fist.Shealmostengagesinaphysicalfightwithhersister.

6)Religious

Althoughshetreatschurchgoingasaformality,andisagoodChristianthoughther
childhood,shebecomesveryreligiouswhileincollegeafterMary-Anneintroduceshertoa
“recollection”.Shestartsahungrysearchforreligiousenlightenmentanddedicatesherlife
toGodasanunmarriedmemberoftheOpusDei.

Vera’sRoles
1.Sheisusedtodevelopthemessuchas;change,education,womenempowerment,
conflictandreligion.

2.ThroughherBeckyisportrayedasjealousandhateful,whileWandiaisportrayedas
lovingandconcerned.

BECKY
SheisoneofthetwindaughtersofMarkSiguandElizabethAwiti.Theyaretheeldest.
Beckyisbroughtoutasfollows;

1)Loveable/Adorable

Shedrawslovefromoneandallfromaveyearlystage,justplainirresistible.Shehasvery
manyadmiresfromherchildhooduptoalmostthetimeshedies.Sheevenmarriesawhite
man.

2)Selfish/Egocentric

Sheisutterlyselfish.EvenafterbeinginformedofTony’sillness,shecontinueslieinbed.
“Fewthingsboredhermuchassickness,sufferinganddeath.”Shejust”………stretched
luxuriousinbedenjoyingthefeelofheryounglithebody.”(pg181)
Afterhera-levels,shedisappearstoNairobiwithoutinformingherparents.Shejustleavesa
noteandleavesVeratodotheexplanation.

3)Jealous/Envious

SheisjealousoftheattentionMaryisgivenandwonderswhetherthelatterhastomurder
tobepunished.WhenVeraturnsfromagawkyfacedteenagerintoastrikingyoungwoman
andboysstartnoticingher,Beckynoticesthisandbecomesjealous.
WhenVeragoestovisitherattheairportandshetakeshertoherhome,sheconfessesthat
shehasbeenjealousofVeraallherlife.
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Unfaithful/Promiscuous/immoral

Beckyhasanillicitloveaffairwhileherhusband,John,isoutofthecountry.Thisleadsto
theirdivorcewhenJohnfindsout.Veracomplainsaboutherchangingofmenfrequentlyas
shechangedclothes!Shethrowsherselfateverymanasifshehatesherself.Thisdistances
herfromherchildrenandsheendsupdyingofAIDS.

5)Materialistic

Beckylovesthethingsofthisworld.Shelovesmoneyandwhatitcanbuy.

6)Responsible/organized

Evenifshelivesanirresponsiblelife,shefinanciallycatersforherdeath;thefamilyis
surprisedtofindthatshehasleftherownchildrenverywellfinanciallyoff.Shehaslefta
heftyinsurance,astringofmaisonettes,twobungalowsinSpringValleyandablockof
officesandshopsinwestlands.Shehasalsoleftcleardocumentsandthingslegallytiedup.
Shehadappointedafirmoftrusteestorunheraffairsonbehalfofthechildrenandoftheir
benefit.HersisterVerahasbeenappointedguardianofthechildrenandisallowedto
choosewhichfamilymembertheywouldlivewith.

Becky’sRoles
1.Sheisusedtodevelopthemessuchas;Education,relationships,change,immorality,
conflictandmaterialism.

2.Throughherinteractionwithothercharacters,theircharactertraitsarebroughtout.For
instanceVeraisportrayedasloving,concernedandhardworking.Herfatherisdepictedas
strictandconcernedwhileWandiaisportrayedasconcernedandselfless.

WANDIA
WandiaisAoro’swife,sheisadoctor.Shecomesfromadifferentcommunityfromher
husband.Thewriteruseshertodemystifyinter-tribalmarriages.Sheisdevelopedasa
characterthatis;

1)Intelligent

ThebattleforthetoppositionintheanatomyclassisbetweenherandAoro,andshefinally
beatshim.Thewritersays,“ButWandiahadbeatenhim…..shehad78points.”(pg127)

2)Hardworking/ambitious/pioneering

Sheportraysseveralincidencesofdeterminationandambitioninlife,atherearlyagethat
shewantstobeadoctor.Shelaterachievesthisthroughherdeterminationwhenafterher
seconddegree;shegetsascholarshiptostudyhaematologyatJohnHopkinsHospitalin
BaltimoreMaryland.

3)Bold/courageous
Attheschoolofmedicine,whentoldtostandingroupsbeforethecavader,sheisthefirst
persontogathercouragetomovetowardsit.Shecourageouslyasksthegroupmembersto
makeintroductionwhichhelpsthemtoeasethetension.
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Herboldnessisalsoshownwhenshetakesthefirststeptowardscementingtheir
relationship.Shegoesaheadandproposestohim.She,“Whenareyougoingtoproposeif
atall……..”(pg256)

4)Loving/caring/understanding

Hermother,towhomshehasalwaysbeenclose,meansalottoher.Shehasfond
memoriesofherchildhoodwithhermother.Whenshelearnsthathermotherisadmittedin
hospital,sheasksherfriendstocoverforheratMachakosHospitalwheresheisanintern
sothatshecanvisither.
Herlove,careandunderstandingareexhibitedwhensheadoptsBecky’schildren:Aliciaand
Johnny.Shehandlesthembetterthantheirrealmother.
Thoughsheisadoctorwithatightscheduleherloveandcareforherchildrenandhusband
arenotaffected.Shefindsthatshehastimeforthemandunderstandsthemwellandtheir
academicpotentials.
Sheloveshermother-in-law,Elizabeth,andalwaysconsultsher.“Therelationshipbetween
herandhermotherwasaconstantsourceofamusement……other’sguts?(pg294-295)

5)Wise

ThoughWandiaisyoungerthanVera,Veraseeksadvicefromherduetotheirmutual
understanding.ThisisseenwhenVeraseeksadviceonBecky’sbehaviortowardsher
childrenafterdivorcingJohn.
ShecautionsAoro,herhusband,thatthoughtheyhavebusyschedulesasdoctors,they
havechildrenandshouldnotforgettheyneedthem.

6)Observant/Keen

ShehasobservedthatBeckyhaslostsignificantweightandadvisesVerathattheyhave
morecausetoworryduetoBecky’spromiscuity.
SheisthefirsttorealizethattheirsonDaniel,thoughahappychild,hasaproblembecause
attheageoffourhestilldroolsalittle.Hehasdownsyndrome.Laterthroughclose
observationandkeennessasamothersherealizesthatDanielhasLeukemia.Thewriter
says,“Buttodayherkeeneyeswatchedhimfrantically……..”(pg286)

Wandia’sRole

i. Sheisusedbythewritertoportraythethemeofchange,Educationandrelationships

ii. ThroughherAoroisportrayedasdeterminedandsupportive.

iii. Sheisalsousedtobringouthumouranddialogueasafeatureofstyle.

MarkSigu
MarkSiguisElizabeth’shusbandandanEx-soldier.HestudiedatSt.Mary’sYala.Heworks
asamanagerinafirminNakuru.Heisportrayedasadeterminedfatherwhoisreadyto
workhardandprovide,bringinguphisfamilyinthebestwaypossible.

1)Loving/Caring

Hisliferevolvesaroundhiswifeandsevenchildren.Everytimeheattainspromotionhe
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gathershisfamilyprotectivelyunderhiswingandresettlesthemtoabiggerhouse.
Healsotakesahelpinghandinthehousesince,thoughtheyhaveahousehelp,hiswifeis
overworkedwithsevenchildrenathomeandothersinschool.
Heloveshiswifeandwhenherealizeshehasbeenunfaithfultoher,heweeps.

2)Firm/strict

WhenBeckyleaveshome,shewritesanotebecausesheisscaredoffacinghim.Shealso
followshisfather’sinstructionsofgoingbacktoschoolforherAlevelswithoutmuch
questioning.Sheisalsoafraidtointroduceherwhitefiancétohisfatherforshefearedhim.
WhenAoroissentawayfromschool,Oloodoesnotonlydenyhimfood,butalsogiveshima
month’snoticetogethimselfaplaceofhisown.Aorogrowsupknowingthathisfatherisa
mantoberespectedandfeared.

3)Respectful/Liberal/Just

Hisfamilyloveshimbecauseheisjustandfair,firmbutunderstanding.Thisisevidenced
whenheacceptsVera’svocationtotheOpusDeiandTony’svocationtopriesthood.Healso
acceptswithrespectAoro’sandBecky’swishtomarryoutoftheirtribe.

4)Promiscuous/Unfaithful

AtthepeakoftheStateofEmergencythatbringsinsecurityinNakuru,Elizabethandthe
childrenleaveOlooinNakuruandgobacktoAluorforsafety.LeftaloneinNakuru,Mark
developsanillicitloveaffairwithanotherwomanandignoreshisfamilyforsometime.He
getssoinvolvedintheaffairthathedoesnotreplytohiswife’slettersincludingthosethat
informhimofthechildren’sillness.
5)Naïve
TogetherwithhiswifeElizabeth,theywronglydiagnosisherattacksofnauseaand
dizzinessasmalariaandheproceedstobuyheranti-malariatabletswhichendupcausing
anabortiontotheirtwins.

Sigu’sRoles
1.MarriesElizabethandtogethertheyhavesevenchildrenthushedevelopstheplot.

2.Helpsdevelopthemessuchasfamilyrelationships,change,education,sexualimmorality
andconflict.

3.HelpsdevelopothercharacterslikethroughhimElizabethisbroughtoutasemotional,
wise,caringandloving

OWOURKEMBO
1.Admirable/lovable/impressive

2.Loving/caring/faithful/devoted

3.Responsible/protective

4.Wise/authoritative

OTIENOKEMBO
1.Greedy/jealous/selfish

2.Contemptuous/hateful

3.Lazy/dependent/opportunistic
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4.Arrogant/harsh

5.Cowardly/timid/fearful

OBURAKEMBO
1.Admirable/lovable

2.Pleasant/cheerful

3.Loving

4.Protective

5.Industrious/hardworking

6.Decisive/resolute

7.Adventurous/outgoing

AOROSIGU
1.Responsible

2.Intelligent/bright

3.Remorseful/repentant

4.Admirable

5.Caring/loving

6.Determined/resilient

LANGUAGEANDSTYLE

Thesearetechniquesthroughwhichawritercommunicateshis/herthemes.Styleinvolves
theuseofartisticlanguageorfeatureinaliteraryworkforeffectivecommunicationof
feelings,opinionsandideas.
Thenovelisdivivedintofourpartsy=thatdescribethelifeofAkokoandthegenenrations
thatfollowher.Thelanguageusedateachhistoricaltimeisuniquetothatperiod.
PartIandIImakereferencetoLuoexpression,proverbsandwordswhileinpartIIIand
IVthereiduseofmodernexpressions,Kiswahiliwords,modrnwayofnaming,academic
terms,Christianreligiousallusionsaschangeisalreadyfeltinthelandindifferentareasof
life.

DREAMMOTIF
Variousdreamsarepresentedandwhichcarrywiththemvariousmessagesand
implications.
Itisthroughdreamsthatthelivingsareconnectedtothedead.Thisisseenforinstance
throughAkoko’sgreatuncle,Obandawhosendsadreamthroughherfatherand
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grandmotherandthechildisgivenaname.
Dreamsalsobringhopefromthespiritworld.ThisisseenthroughMaria’sdreamwhereshe
dreamsthatOburacomestoherwithabeetlewhichturnsintoabeautifulbird,thecolourof
thesky.Thisisinterpretedthatthedeadbrotherwantstheunbornbabynamedafterhim.
Dreamshavealsoseentoinfluencecharactersactionandhencebuildtheplot.Thisisseen
inVera’sdreamafterbreakingupwithTommywhereshefeelsherselfmovingsofast
towardsthehorizonandhangsattheedgewhichfallsintoabottomlessabyss.Perhapsan
indicationthatsheneedstotakeagripoverherlife.Shefeelsemptyandhenceacceptsto
joinAnnetotherecollectiontofilltheemptinessinherlife.

CONTRAST
ContrastingcharactersandincidentsareusedseverallyinthenovelThereisacontrast
betweenOwuorandOtieno.OwuorwashardworkingwhereasOtienowasverylazy.Otieno
marriedmanywivesi.e.sixwhereashisbrotherOwuoronlyhadone.Wearefurthertold
thatOtienotreatedhiswiveslikeslutsandtheydidnotfailhimwhereasOwuortreatedhis
wifelikeaqueen.
ThereisalsoacontrastinAkoko’ssons.Oburawasanactiveandinquisitivesonwhilehis
brotherOwangSinowasveryquietandreserved.
ThereisalsoacontrastbetweenVeraandBecky.Veraisgenerous,lovingandcaring
whereasBeckyisegocentricandjealous.ForinstanceVeraisconcernedthatsheisnot
wokenupwhenAoroistakenillbutforBeckytheseareboringstories.
ThemarriagebetweenAkokoandOwuoriscontrastedtothatbetweenMarkandElizabeth.
InAkoko’ssomuchbridepricewaspaidbutinElizabeth’ssheisgivenoutalmostforfree.

LOCALDIALECT

Theauthorusesthisstyletogiveauthenticitytothestory.Examplesoflocaldialectare;
1.Jorochere-Thewhitepeople

2.Were-ThegodofRamogi

3.Chik-Thewayofthepeople.Thelawswhichgovernbehavior

4.Dwaromara-wantmine

5.Dak-neighbourliness

6.Wat-brotherhood

7.Nak-inititation,removalofsixlowerteeth

8.Juok-witchcraft

9.Nyadhi-style

10.Sirikal-government

11.Turudimashambani

12.Uhuru

13.Ruguru-manfromthewest(referstoanon-kikuyu,orapersonoutsidethecentral
province)

14.Daktari

15.Mwalimu

16.Muthoni-tomeanin-law

17.Mikai-firstwife

FORESHADOW
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Thisisafeelingorsignofaneventsettohappeninfuture.
“…….hedidanunheardofthingbytakingher,awidow,beatenandbruisedbylifebackinto
hishouse.”(pg15)Thisheightenssuspenseasonewouldwanttoreadonandfindoutwhat
madeAkokogobacktoherbrother’shomeafterbeingwidowed.
Obura’sdisappearanceanddeathmarksthebeginningofaseriesofmisfortunesthatwill
hauntAkokoandherchildren.“Thefamilyhadbeentouchedbytragedyandtragedycan
sometimesbeahabitualdrunkwhokeepscomingbackformore.”AfterOburas’sdeath,
othersinAkokofamilywhofollowmotsolonglaterare;
a)Nyabera’sfirstbornchildatonlytwoyears

b)ChiefOwuorKembo

c)Akoko’sotherson,Owang’Sino

d)Nyabera’stwosons

e)Nyabera’shusband,OkumuAngolo

f)Nyabera’stwootherchildrenshehadwithOgomaKwach

g)Nyabera’sOtherchild

WhileElizabethandMarkSiguarebeingweededbyPeterOwuor,itissaid,“……..shewasa
radiantabrideasonlythathadeverwalkeduptheaisletobeginamarriagethatwouldlast
fortysixyears.”(pg157)
WhenOburadisappearstogoandknowaboutthewhiteman,itissaidofthemother,“Alow
moanfromthedirectionofthemainhutwasheard,thefirstsoundinthreedays……The
fearfulpremonitionofdoomthatonlyamother,closelyconnectedassheistothechild,can
sense,wasintheair.”(pg57).Thepremonitioneventuallyfluidstofulfillmentinthedeathof
Obura.ThefamilylaterreceivesthenewsthatOburadiedinthewhiteman’swar.
WhenNyaberatellsAkokoofherdreamaboutObura,Akokotellsher“Ithinkyourbrotheris
tryingtotellyousomething,tobringamessageofhopefromthespiritworld…….MayWere
finditinhishearttofillourheartswithlaughteragain.(pg76).Thislaterbecomestrueoris
fulfilledwhenAkokoandNyaberaheadtothemissioninAluortogetherwithElizabethand
Peter.Theirlivesareimprovedandtheybecomehappyagain.
WhenOdongoandOpiyo(Oloo’sSons)tookAkokotomakeanappealbeforetheD.O,a
foreshadowintothefutureisgiven.“WhenmybrotherandItookmyaunttomakeanapil
(appeal)tothebigwhitechiefwhosenamewasDiyo,wouldbeginOdongotosomeround
eyedgrandsonmanyyearslater.”(pg89).ThisislaterfulfilledwhentheyvisitedAkokoatthe
missionasmarriedmen.
WhenMarkhandsElizabethatelegram,“Firm,decisiveElizabethwasstandingtherelooking
confusedandunsureofhernextaction….shehadthemostoppressivepremonitionofdoom
pressinginonherfromallsidesandshesimplycouldnotmakeanysensiblemove.”(pg
200).Eventually,justasshefeared,hermotherdies.

FLASHBACK’
Flashbackreferstotheauthor’sregressiontothepast.Eventsthattookplacesometime
agoarerelivedtoelaboratethepresentorthefuture.
AfterthedeathofAkoko,Awitiisdeeplyaffectedandinconsolable.Themother,Nyabera,
triestoconsoleherbytellingherofhowAkokogrewinaflashback.“Shewasthemost
beautifulgirlinthewholevillageandtheeldestdaughterofthegreatchiefOderoGogniand
theappleofhiseye.Twelvesuitorscame……hewasayoungchiefandsingleandhisname
wasOwuorKembo….”(pg154)
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AnotherinstanceofflashbackfocusesonthedifficultbirthofMarkandElizabeth’slastborn
child,Mary.Markwasmoreattachedtothisparticularchildthantheothersbecauseitwas
asifshewasgrabbedfromthejawsofdeath.“Thislastonehadcomeunexpectedlyand
hasthreatenedmiscarriageaftermiscarriageneedingfrequenthospitalizationofthe
mother……..”(pg192)
WandiaduringavisittoAorowhenhewasanIntern,remembersher
childhood.”…………………shewaslostinthoughtsofherchildhood,runningbarefootinthered
fertilevolcanicsoil,afterhermother-goinghomeafterahardday’swork.Sheandher
motherhadalwaysbeenverycloseandhavingbeennamedafterhermaternalgrandmother,
hermotherhadneverreferredtoherasanythingbutmami….”(pg255)
Thereshewasaverylittlegirl,clothedinnothingbuttheloveofWere-thegodoftherising
sun;thenshewassittingintheshadowofgrandfather.Oloo’slargestbullmissingher
motherwhohadgoneawaytoseekthenewway…….”(pg305-306)

ALLUSION
Thisismakingreferencetoastatement,person,place,eventorthingthatiswellknown
fromliterature,history,religion,myth,sportsorpolitics.

Thebiblehasbeenalludedtoonseveraloccasions.Forexample,whenNyaberagoestothe
missionatAluortoseekthenewreligion,shewantstogobackandgethermothertoas
welljoinit.“Itofferedsuchconsolationforonecouldidentifyoneselfeasilywiththe
desolationofMary(aswordshallpierceyourheart),withthejoyofElizabeth(whose
barrennesswasremovedbyGod),thewarmloveofweakPeter(Lordyouknoweverything,
youknowthatIloveyou!)(pg108)

Mariagetsbaptizedandduringbaptismitissaid,“IbaptizeyouMariainthenameofthe
father,andofthesonandoftheHolySpirit.”ThereismentionofMisri(Egypt)andthebad
KingHerodes,plusbirthofYesuKristo.(pg109-110)

AkokoandNyabera’sleavingtheirhomestogotothemissioncenteratAluoriscompared
totheBiblicalepicjourneyofIsraelitesfromEgypttoCanaan,“LikethechildrenofIsrael,
theyleftthefreshpotofEgyptforuncertaintiesofCanaan,”(pg113)

MariaalludestothestoryofDanielandthelions,Elias,themanwhowenttoheavenona
bicycleoffireandgreatfriendshipofDaudiandJonathan(pg113)

Otherquotationsfromthebibleandthecatholicbeliefare;“Thisismybodywhichwillbe
givenupforyou.”ThestoryoftheprodigalsonisalsoalludedbyAorowhenhisfather
punishedhimhesays,”FatherIhavesinnedbeforeyouandGod.”(pg190),

WhenMaryAnneandVeraattendamassattherecollectionthepriestsays,“Themasshas
endedgoinpeacetoloveLordandserveoneanother.”(pg132)
ThestudentsstudyingmedicinetogetherwithAoroaresaid,“……appearedtohavebeen
turnedintoPillarsofsaltoftheMrs.Lotvariety.”(pg244)

Anotherexampleofallusionisastatementusedduringgraduation.“Bythepowers
conferredtomebytheUniversityofNairobiIgiveyouthepowerstodoallthatappertainsto
thisdegree.”(pg300).Thisstatementismadebythechancelloroftheuniversitywhen
conferringadoctorinmedicinedegreeonWandia.

Inthenovel,historicalallusioncomesout.Forexample,theFirstWorldWarhasbeen
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alludedto.Theyearis1918andtheJo-ingresa(theEnglishareatWarwiththeJo-Jerman
(theGerman)forthelastfourseasons.ThethreeyoungmenfromsakwagotofighttheJo-
Jerman(TheGermans)inaplacecalledTanganyika(Tanzania)ofacountryofblackpeople
ruledbyJo-Jerman.(pg60-61)

SYMBOLISM
Symbolismistheuseofaperson,anobject,aneventtorepresentorstandforanidea.
Thetitle,“TheRiverandTheSource”issymbolic.Akokorepresentsthesourceofthisriver,
asChiefOderocomments,“…..thatahomewithoutdaughtersislikeaspringwithouta
source.”(pg11)

Sheissymbolicofthebeginningofanewgenerationofwomeninsociety.Sheisapioneer
ofwomen’spositionandchangeinthesociety.Amongthemanypositivequalitiesfoundin
herandinthewomensheinspiresare;intelligence,hardwork,courageanddetermination.In
thecourseofherlifetheriveristhreatenedbyobstaclesamongthemdeathscausingitto
meander.However,thestreamcontinuestoflowandgainsmomentum.Thewriter
comments,“Sheitwaswhohadbeenthesourceofthisriverwhichatontimetrickedtoa
mererivuletindangerofpeteringout…..momentum.”(pg204)Sheisindeedasourceof
inspirationinthefamilyforthroughherguidanceandwisdomshecountersallmostallthe
obstaclesthatcomeherwayandthatofherchildrenandgrandchildren.

Akoko’snamewhichmeans“noisyone”impliesthatthefemalegendershouldnotkeep
quietwhen
Theyaredeniedwhatisrightfullytheirs.Herfirstwordsdwaramarameanswantmine
signifiesthat
womenshouldstandouttowhatistheirs.

OtienoKemboissymbolicofmalechauvinism.Heisalsosymbolofgreed,opportunismand
arroganceofmenwhoclingtotraditioninthenameofdefendingmaleinterests.(pg73)
ThejourneybyAkoko,Nyabera,AwitiandOwuortoAluormission,issymbolicofanewway
oflifeandseverancefromtheoldwayoflife.Theynowlivefarawayfromtheirmatrimonial
homes.

AkokoandhergrandchildrenarealsointroducedtotheChristianreligion.Livingawayfrom
homemeansstartinglifeafresh,buildinganewhomeandnotmuchfoodtoeat,the
childrenalsogetformaleducation.ThejourneyisalsosymbolicofthehopethatAkoko’s
familymusthaveinordertosurvive.Havinglostherhusband,Nyaberahastobeinherited
astraditiondictated.Thisdoesn’tsatisfyherandsheyearnsforsomethingdifferentthatwill
giveherhopetolive;theChristianreligion.Thisgivesthemhopeandasaresult,Awiti
acquireseducationandeventuallybecomesateacherwhileOwuorjoinspriesthood.

AtAluormission,itissaidtherewasthechurchwithitssteeplebearing,acrossatthetop
andtheschool.ThesesymbolizeChristianityandcolonialism.Thereisgradualchangefrom
traditiontomodernity.Alsotheconstructionoftherailwaylinelongbeforethebirthof
Akokoisanindicatorofcolonialpenetrationandsubsequentintroductionofthewhiteman’s
government.Thispenetrationhasbroughtwithitpositiveandnegativechangesinthe
society.Thereispositiveinthesensethat

Akokogetsjusticeandnegativeinthesensethatthebeautifulculturalvaluesofthepeople
arewashedaway.Inaddition,hereditaryleadershipwitherswhenOburaKembodiesin
TanganyikaandthebabyOwuorfinallyoptsforpriesthood.
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HUMOUR
Thisissomethingthatamusesorthatwhichhasthequalityofmakingsomebodylaugh.
Thereareseveralhumorousinstancesinthe“TheRiverandTheSource.”Humourmakes
thestorymoreinterestingandalsoeasestensioninveryseriousandtragicsituations.

Akoko’sbeautyisdescribedinahumorousmanner.Thewritercomments,asforherlegs,
Weremusthavecarvedthemoutpersonallyratherthanoneofhisapprentices(pg28).Itis
interestingtonotethatWeredidnotdelegatetocreateAkoko’slegs.

Akoko’sconflictwithOtienoKemboishumorousespeciallywherehecallshershe-wolf.
Akokohissesathimandheretreats.ItishumoroustoseeamanwhohaddaredAkoko
backingoffinfear.
WhenAkokoandhertwograndsonsgotoKisumutolodgeacomplainttothewhitechief
(TheD.O),thewordD.O,soundedlike“diyo”whichtothemmeanttosqueeze.They
wonderedwhetherhemightsqueezetheirbrains.

ThepeopleofSakwaareamusedbythegodofthewhitemanwhohasasonanddiedto
savethem.Itisexcitingthattheignoramusinterpretsthisassheermadness.Itisalso
interestingthatonecansleeponbothears.“Ikeepmyearsopen,myfriend;Iamnotlike
youwhosleepsonbothyourears.Ikeeponeopenandsleepontheotherone!”(pg59)

Awiti’sbeautyishumorouslydescribed,“Hernosesatonherfaceasifthecreatorhadreally
thoughthardbeforeplacingitcarefullyinplace.”(pg135)ItislaughablethatAwitireceives
notesincollegeusingthemostunorthodoxmeans,“alovenotewouldcomeflyingintothe
roomwrappedaroundastone.”(pg136)

TheresponsesthatNyaberagetsfromPilipowhoseemstohavesomeknowledgeinthe
Christianreligionintroducedbythewhitemanarehumorous.Shehadexpectedtogetsome
informationaboutthisreligionsothatshecouldpursueit.“.........Theysaidsomethingabout
Godbeingthreebutonlyonebutdidn’tunderstandthatverywell.”“...................Therewere
lawswhichsaiddonotkill.......andtotakeononewife.ThelawsweretoohardformesoI
camehome.(pg102).ThishumoureasesthetensionthatiscreatedbyNyabera’ssituation.
ShehaslosthopeandisinterestedintheChristianreligionwhichmightgiveherhope.This
humouralsopointstothedilemmafacesbythenewconvertswhostillwishedtoclingto
aspectssotheirtraditionalcultureandcouldnotcopewithstringentrequirementsofthe
newreligion.

WhenWandiaenquiresaboutthewellbeingofherrelationsKamauandTimothy,Estertells
her;“Timothyisstillwaitingforthebeautifulonestobeborn.Meanwhilehechases
whateverelseisavailable.”(pg262)

BeforeElizabeth’sdeath,sherecallsherlifeasachildandwhenmanysuitorswerepursuing
her.Thedescriptionofthesuitorsishumorous:“Alovelettercomesflyinginthroughthe
openwindow;itwasfromafellowstudentwhosenamewasCosmassomebodyorother
andlikesomanyothersitdeclaredwillingnesstoclimbmountains,foldriversandswim
oceansinordertoreachherandwinherlove.Theguymusthavedrownedbynow,thought
Elizabethherlipstwitching.(pg306)
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IRONY
Ironyistheoppositeoftheexpected.Thewriterhasbroughttotheforthseveralinstances
ofironyinthetext.

ItisironicalforchiefOdero’sspokesman.AlooK’limatoassurethechief’sin-lawsthatsince
they(in-laws)aretheirbrotherstheywouldnotmakethingsdifficultforthemduringAkoko’s
bridepricenegotiations,theyinfactmakethingsdifficultforthein-lawsfromSakwaby
settingthebridepriceatthirtyheadsofcattlewhichwastwoandhalftimestheusualbride
price.(pg21-22)
PeterOwuorKemboisAkoko’sonlylivinggrandson.Heisexpectedtoassumethe
chieftainshipwhenhegrowsupbuthedevelopsaninterestinpriesthood.Thewritersaysof
him,“hewhohasneverreallyknownhisfatherorthejoysoffather-sonrelationship,now
dreamtofbeingaspiritualfatherofmany.”(pg127)

ItisalsoironicalthatOwuorPeterSinoexpectedAkokotoreprimandhimandrejecthis
proposalofwantingtobecomeapriestandyetsheacceptswithoutanyargument.Shetells
himtodowhatthespiritbidshimbecausetheworldischanging(pg126)
IronyissimilarlyevidentwhenMarkSigutellsElizabeth,“itiseasiertofightGermansand
theiralliesthantogetthecouragetotalktoagirl.”(pg138)Hehaswaitedtomeetherfor
thelastsixweeksandthistimeroundhehadtogatherenoughcouragetodoso.

Akokohadlostherfirstbornson,Oburatothewhiteman’swar.Beforeshedies,she
regardshergrandson-in-lawasareplacementforherson;“Shehadlostonesontothe
whiteman’swar;andbygraceofGodshehasgainedanotherfromthewhiteman’sarmy.”
(pg149)
IndefiancetoastickerstuckonthewindscreenjustnexttothedriverofamatatuVeraand
MaryannearetravellingintoKangemi,thedriveroverspeeds.Onewouldhaveexpectedthe
drivertoberemindedoftheeffectsofdangerousdrivingbythestickeraptlyentitiled,“a
speedsong.”(pg235)

BettyconfessestoVerathatshelovesmoneyandallthatitcanbuy.Despitelivingalavish
lifestyle,thecarpetonthefloor,thepicturesonthewallspelledoneword-money.Sheends
uphavingaffairsduringthehusbandtripsabroadandtheyfinallydivorce.Shelivesalone
withherchildren,welloffbutunhappy.

WhenOburaandOwangSinodie,Otieno,theiruncleissupposedtoassumethechiefdom
butinthecustodyfortheyoungOwuorSino.Hedoesnotkeepitincustodybutinstead
usurpshisnephewschieftainship.Heevengrabshisbrother’saswellasAkoko’swealth.

WhenOburaandtwoothermenarekilledinawaragainsttheGermansonTanganyika,the
whiteman’smessenger”....presentedthechiefwithabraceletwhichtheysaidwassentby
thewhitepeopleasathankyouandinmemoryofthefallenmen”Itisironicalthataftera
selflessstrugglebyOburaonbehalfofthewhites,throughwhichheloseshislife,theycan
exchangelifewithabracelet.

WhenwestudythecharacterofVera,wediscoveryetanotherirony.Shehadbeenbrought
upembracingallthebasicChristianvaluesandbeliefsandweexpectthatshecanfindit
quitesimpletocomprehendandunderstandtheexistenceofGod.Butwhenshebecomes
opposedtothisbeliefandfailstounderstandthebeingofGodgivensuchabackground,it
becomesironical.
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VIVIDDESCRIPTION
OwourKemboisvividlydescribed;“EvenwithouthisblackandwhiteColumbusmonkey
headdress,hestoodheadandshouldersabovemostmen.Hewasobviouslyamanof
nyadhi.....hehasaspearinonehand,ashieldintheotherandsplashesofwhitewarpaint
acrosshisbody.Hisfacewasvirtuallytattooed,hisheadsetproudlyonhisshouldersand
heworeonlyatinypieceofleopardskin.....(pg18)

Akoko’sbeautyisbroughtoutthroughvividdescription;“hereyesweresetapartandneither
toosmallnortoobig,herteethwerewhiteandevenwithabewitchinggapatthecentreof
theupperset.Herearswithearringsdanglingfromtinyholeswereperfectlyshaped
standingjustattherightanglefromherhead.Andthatneck!Itwasfittoinspirepraise
songsfromnyatitiplayers!Andwerethosetwowholeringsonhernavel?......Asforherlegs,
Weremusthavecurvedthemoutpersonallyratherthanoneofhisapprentices.”(pg28)

ORALLITERATUREDEVICES
Thewriterhadusedsomeoralliteraturein“TheRiverandtheSource.”Theseinclude:

 Proverbs

 Songs

 Myth

 Legends

a)PROVERBS/WISESAYING

Akoko’sfathersaidofherbirth,“Ahomewithoutdaughtersislikeaspringwithouta
source”(pg11).Thisindicatesthechief’sflexibility.Hehearsthebabycryandthinksitisa
boy,“anotherrockformysling.”Thefactthatthebabyisagirldoesnotdampenhisspirit
whatsoever.

Akoko’sfamilyspokesman,Oloo,convincestheaudienceaboutawoman’sworthtoher
husbandduringthedisputebetweenAkokoandhermother-in-lawandbrother-in-law
“........whoknowsthegoodnessofatreebuthewhositsunderitsshadeandeatsitsfruits?”
(pg44)

Otherexamplesofproverbsfoundinthestoryare-;“Goodmannersisthefabricthatholds
thecommunitytogetherusedinrespecttothesearchpartiestomeanthateveniftheydid
notfindObura,itwasasignofrespecttothesearchpartiestomeanthateveniftheydisnot
findObura,itwasasignofrespecttogoandreporttothechief.
“Yesterdayisnottodayandtodayisnottomorrow.”(pg75)ThisproverbisusedbyAkokoto
encourageherdaughterNyaberawhohadsufferedgreatlybylosingherchildren.
“Itwasdisquietingtohaveallone’seggsinthisonetinyfrailbasket.”(pg74).Thisisin
referenceto

Akoko’sfamily’shopesofthatlongoverthechiefdomwhichhasnowbeenplacedinthe
handsofthelittleboy,hergrandson.
“Bitternessispoisontothespiritforitbreedsnothingbutviperssomeofwhichmight
consumeyourveryself.”(pg103)AkokousesthisproverbtoencourageNyaberatotrynew
religionsothatallbitternessinhercanend.
“......Beggarscannotbechoosers.”(pg107)Nyaberahadtomakedowiththeplaceshownto
hertoputahouseatAluormission.
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“.........youdon’thavetobegood,allyouhavetobeislucky.”(pg281).Verausesthissaying
inreferencetohisbrotherwhoisluckytohaveagoodgirllikeWandia.
“Lazinessopensthedoorforeviltoruleone’smindandbody.”(pg93).Akokousesthis
proverbtochideherbrother-in-lawOtieno,whobecauseofhislaziness,endsupgrabbing
herwealthandinheritance.

b)SONGS

TheyoungmenwhocometoescortAkokofromYimbotoherhusband’shomeinSakwa
composechantstopraisecertainqualitiesinthemselves.Thesongalsocreateshumour.It
alsobreaksmonotonyofnarration.(pg26)(quotethesonginpage26)
Akokosingsadirgefullofpraiseforherhusbandasshemornshim(pg69).(quotethe
dirgeinpage69)Thesongbreaksmonotonyofnarration,makesthestoryinterestingand
alsoindicateshowthetwo;AkokoandOwuorKembolovedeachother.

c)MYTH
Amythisstorythattalksabouttheoriginofagroupofpeopleoraphenomenon.AKoko
narratesthestoryoftheoriginoftheLuotohergrandsontwins,OpiyoandOdongoasthey
embarkintheirepicjourney.“Inthebeginning,Werewasaloneintheworldwhichwas
beautiful.Wereisaspiritandaspiritislikeaflame.....sohecreatedRamogiandhisbrothers
whoweremen.........(pg81-82)
Thismythhighlightstheroleofeldersinthiscommunity,whichistoimpactknowledgeon
thehistoryofthetribetoallyoungones.“.......Howcanyouknowwhereyouarecoming
from?”(pg81)

d)LEGENDS
Alegendisastorythattalksaboutaheroichistoricalcharacter.“OfthechildrenofRamogi
manygreatbravemenhavearisen.Theyarecalled,“thuondi”thebraveones.Thesemenof
renownincludeLwandaMagere.Sostrongandbraveawarriorwashethatitisrumoured
thatsharpspearsofLang’owarriorscouldnotpiercehisskin.
ThentherewasGorMahia,thewilyonewhocouldchangehidformintoanythingatall.......
(pg82)
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THERIVERANDTHESOURCE:SAMPLEDPOSSIBLEEXCERPTQUESTIONSAND
POSSIBLERESPONSES

1.Readtheextractbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.
Akokoreturnedtohervillagehavingwonmorethanavictoryforherinfantgrandson.She
hadopenednewvistasforherfamily,whichshowedanotherworldandthepossibilityofa
differentway.ShetalkedaboutherjourneytoherdaughterNyabera,whosatonamat
nursinghernewborndaughter;shedrankinhermother’severyword.
“Youknowmychild,humanbeingsareallthesametheworldover,withgoodonesandbad
ones.Thebadonesservetohigh–lightthegoodnessofthegoodones.Toallowoneselfto
sinkunresistinglyintoevilisabadthing.Takethosewhitepeople,theyarenotofmycolour,
orofmybloodbuttheyarejust,butyouruncleisruledbyhisstomachanddirectedbyhis
loins.Heforgoteverythingthathisbrotherhadeverdoneforhimandhisgreedturnedinto
vindictivehatred.Itwouldhavebeensomethingifhehadworkedtosupporthisappetites,
butheislazy.Lazinessopensthedoortoeviltoruleone’smindandbody.Worktirelessly
mychild.Itisashameforanablebodiedpersontofeedoffthesweatofothers.Itbecomes
likeasicknessofthebloodwhichtransmitsitselftogenerationsandbecomesacurse
forever.”
AkokolefttheclanofherhusbandOwuorandreturnedtoYimbowithallthepropertyshe
hadsalvagedfromherbrother-in-law,Otieno.Itwasamightyherdwhichmovedinthree
cohorts.Ofthethreechildrenshehadborne,theresurvivedonlyone;ofthegrandchildren
onlytwostilllived;andtheshedweltinthehouseholdofherbrotherOloo.Shewasfifty
seasonsofage,amiddleagedwoman.Sometimessherememberedhowithadbeenand
thiswaspainful,fornowshe,amigogo,wasreducedtolivingwithherbrother.She
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wonderedhowlongitwouldbebeforehiswivesstartedmakinginsinuations,butshedidnot
allowherselftodescendtobitterness;foryesterdayisnottodayandtodayisnottomorrow.
Eachdayrisesfromthehandsofwereandbringswithitwhatsoeveritwill.
a)Outlineeventsimmediatelybeforetheextract.(4mks)

b)InwhattwowaysisAkoko’sjourneyimportant?(2mks)

c)HowdoesOtieno’sweaknessservetohighlightAkoko’sstrength?(2mks)

d)NameAkoko’schildrennotmentionedinthispassage.Howdidtheydie?(4mks)

e)CommentonONEfeatureofstyleevidentintheextract.(2mks)

f)ExplainONEthemecomingoutinthisextract.(2mks)

g)Stateandexplainlessonyoulearnfromthepassage.(2mks)

h)WhatdoesthelastparagraphtellusaboutAkoko?Explain(2mks)

i)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingexpressionsasusedinthepassage.(3mks)

……….shedrankinhermother’severyword
……..feedoffthesweatofothers…..
……..cohorts
j)“Heforgoteverythingthathisbrotherhadeverdoneforhim”.WhatisitthatOtienoforgot?
(3mks)

PossibleResponses

a)-AkokoisescortedtoKisumabythemessangerandtwo‘askaris’theDOhassent.

-ShemakesherappealbeforetheDCwhobearsthepetition.1mk

-TheDCmakesjudgmentinwhichOtienoKemboismadetorelingnishthestool
andreturnthatentirehehadgrabbedfromAkoko.1mk
Markingpoints
-JourneytoKisuma√1mk

-AppealbeforetheDC√1mk

-JudgementbytheDC/verdict√1mk

-Justice√1mk

b)-Ithasopenedwayforanewnesse.gleadership

-Itservestoenhancethereservationofhumanrightirrespectiveofgender.

e.grighttoownership
-Itservestoreducewrongdoingwhileupholdingmoralitye.gOtienoispunished
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c)-Hisinjustice√1mkgreed,etcmakesAkoko’sdecisiveandpioneering√1mkcharacters
tocomeout.

d)-OburaKembo√1mkwhodiedintheworldwar√1mk

-OwaySino√1mkwhodiedchockingwith√1mkafishbone.

e)-Dialogue√1mk–AkokotalkingtoherdaughterNyabera√1mkwhoislistening…
“Youknowmychild……….”
Comment:-RevealsAkoko’scharacterofbeingwise
-Revealsthethemesofjusticeandequality
-RevealsOtieno’echaracter–lazyandgreedy
f)-Justice–TheDCgivesAkokojusticebypunishingwrongdoing.

-Equality–TheDCprovidesjusticeirrespectiveofgenderorrace.

g)-Weshouldworkhard–AkokotellsNyaberathatlazinessisadisease……..

-Weshouldfightforourright/justice.Akokolooksforjusticeandgetsit.

-Weshouldhavehopeanddeterminationandliveforhaveabetterfuture/no

Situationispermanent.
h)-Sheisdetermined/enduring

-Sheisoptimistic

-Despitethechallengessheexpectstomeetinherbrothershousehold,shebracesherself
andhopesthatallwillendoneday.”Yesterdayisnottoday……”

i)-Sheunderstoodallthathermothertoldher

-Dependingonotherpeopleforsurvival

-Largegroups

j)-HeforgotthatitishisbrotherthelateOwuorKembowhosupportedhimbyfeeding
√1mkhisentirehousehold.√1mk

2.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

“Mother,Ihavedecidedtoseekthenewreligionwhichyouhaveheardabout.Youknowmy
lifeisapainfulwoundtomeandmuchasItrymyheartfillswithbitterness-formeandfor
you”.
“Mychild,donotfeelbitternessformeforIamanoldwomanwhohaslivedherlife.Asfor
youitisbetterthatyouseekthisnewway.Itmightgiveyouhopeandrescueyoufrom
bitterness.Bitternessispoisontothespiritforitbreedsnothingbutviperssomeofwhich
mightconsumeyourveryself.Painandsorrowallhumanbeingfeel;butbitternessdropson
thespiritlikealoes-causingittowither.Igiveyoumyblessingmychild.Ifyouarewalking
alongandyoufindyourpathleadingnowhere,thenitisonlywisetotrysomeotherpath.”
“Thankyoumother.IwillbringyounewsassoonasIcan.MayWereprotectyou.”

Questions.
(i)Placetheaboveextracttoitsimmediatecontext.
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(ii)“Youknowmylifeispainfulwound.”WhatmadeNyaberaregardherlifeasapainful
wound?

(iii)InwhatwaywasNyabera’slifesimilartothatofAkokoaccordingtotherestofthenovel.

(iv)IdentifyandillustrateonecharacterstraitofAkokoandNyaberaasbroughtoutinthis
extract.

i.Akokoii.Nyabera

(v)Identifytwofeaturesofstyleusedinthisextract

(vi)Painandsorrowallhumanbeingfeel.Rewritethissentencesmaking“human”the
subjectofthesentence.

(vii)Brieflyexplainonethemethatisbroughtoutinthisextract.

PossibleResponses
i.Before

Nyaberahadgonetophilipotoinquireaboutthenewreligion.Shehadthengatheredher
thingsanddecidedtoleaveherdaughterwithhermothernYimbo.Sheiinformshermother
ofherdecisiontoseekthenewreligion.Hermotherencouragehertogoaheadandjointhe
newreligionandforgetherbitters.ImmediatelyafterthisNyaberatravelstoAluormission
andjointhenewreligion.
ii.Nyaberahadsufferedalotinherlifebecauseherchildrenhaddiedmysteriouslyleaving
herwithonlyagirlchild(Awiti).Herhusbandhaddied.OgomaKwachwhohadinheritedher
hadbackgonetohisfamily.
iii).(i).Bothhadlosttheirhusbandsthroughdeath
(ii).Theirchildrenhaddied
(iii).Theywerebothsonless
(iv).(i)Akoko–philosophical/Reasoning–Bitternessispoisontothespiritforitbreeds
nothingbutviper
(ii).Nyabera
-Bitter–‘Youknowmywifeapainfulwoundandmuchasmyheartfillswithbitterness‘
-Religious–Decidestoseeksolacenthenewreligion“MayNeverprotectyou”

v).Dialogue–“MotherIhavedecided……..Nyabera-Thankyoumother
Simile–“butbitternessdropsonthespiritlikealoes……..
UseofLocaldialect-Were
(vi).Religion–Nyaberadecidestoseeknewreligion….
Deathandsuffering-Youknowmylifeisapainfulwound

3.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:
“Good.Verygood.Howaboutthismarriagebusiness-don’tyouthinkitistoosoon?Imean
you’reonlyworkedforayear–doyoureallyhaveanythingtoofferawife?”
………………………………………………………………
Thingslikelanguagetobespokenathome,thereligiontobepractised–andbythewayto
whatfaithdoesshebelong?
(a)Placethisexcerptinitsimmediatecontext(4marks)
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(b)Illustrateanytwothemesbroughtoutinthisextract(4marks)

(c)CommentonanyTWOstylisticdevicesusedintheexcerpt(6marks)

(d)IllustratetwoaspectsofMarkSigu’scharactershowninthisexcerpt(4marks)

(e)WhereelseinthenovelisAoroinconflictwithhisfather?(2marks)

(f)Inabout40words,explainhowAorodefendsWandiaashischoiceforawife.(3marks)
PossibleResponses
(a)Before

AoroandWandiahavegonetoAoro’shome

TheymeettheparentsofAoroandexchangepleasantries

Arotellshisfatherofhisplanstogobacktostudysurgery–hisareaofinterest.

After
Aoro’sfatherisskepticalaboutAoro’smarriagetoWandia

Hecitesreligionasoneoftheproblemslikelytoariseifthetwogetmarried

Aorotellshisfathertheywillsortoutissueslikereligiousdifferencesandlanguagetobe
spokenasWandiaisarationalperson.

(b)Themes

Religion-Aoro’sfatherwantedtoknowAoroandWandia’sreligiousdifferencescouldcause
themproblems.
Tribalism–Aoro’sfatheraskedAorowhyhecouldnotgetaniceLuogirltomarryinsteadof
WandiawhoisaKikuyu
(c)Dialogue

MarkSiguandAoroareconversingconcerningAoro’sintentiontomarryWandia.

MarkSigu:Howaboutthemarriagebusiness
Aoro:Iguessnot–
Comment–dialoguemakestheconversationinterestingandlively
Useofdashes-SheisaKikuyuafterall–theyhaveathingaboutmoney
Comment–toindicatepauseordeepthoughtscreatessuspense
(d)MarkSigu’scharacter

Prejudicial/stereotyping/tribalistic-HeregardsallKikuyusasmoneylovers

Loving-HetoldAorothathelovedhimandwasproudofhim

Caring-HetoldhissonAorothathewastryingtoforestallanypossiblemiserywhichmay
ariseinfuture.

(e)WhenAoroandhisbrotherswenttoswimandhisyoungtwinbrotheralmostdrowned.

WhenAorowassuspendedfromschoolforbeingrudetotheprefectsinhisschool.His
fatherdeniedhimfoodfor36hoursandhepassedout.

(f)AorosayshedoubtsthatWandia,irrespectiveofbeingaKikuyu,ismaterialistic;thathe
hasfeelingsforWandiawhichhecouldnottransfertoanyotherperson;everyone,
irrespectiveofthetribe,wasthesamebeneaththeskin.
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4.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:
“Brothers,wegreetyouandbringyoumanygreetingsfromthepeopleofseme.Mynephew,
Oloo,sonofmylatebrotherSigu,cametomeandsaid:“Father,IhavefoundagirlandI
wanttogetmarried.NowIamareasonablemanandIknowthewaysofchik,soIaskedhim:
‘SonIaskedhimonedoesnotjustfindagirlintheair.Onesendsajwanyotogoandspya
girlandfindoutherantecedentsandcharacter.Issheathieforawitch?Isshelazyor
shiftless?Mighttherebeconsanguinitybetweenyouandher?Whoishermotherandfather?
ItellyoumybrothersthatIwasflabbergastedtohearthatnoneofthesethingshadcrossed
hismind.Heknewthathermother’snamewasMariaandhergrandmother’snamewas
Akokoandthatwasall.Youwillthereforeforgiveusbecausewedonotknowyouandyou
donotknowus.Weonlycamebecausewehavefaithinoursonwhohasalwaysbeena
reasonableman.Wethereforewishtointroduceourselvesbeforewegoon.Iam
SemoRakulaofSeme,ourvillageisnearthatstrangerock-upon-a-rock,Kit-Mikai.Wearethe
descendantsofthatwearwarrior,NyagudiKogambi.Olooandtheseyoungmenaremysons
andnephew.Olooisamanoflearningandwhatismoreasoldierwhohasfoughtforthe
whitemanindistantlandaNowheisaclerkwithabigkambi(company)inNakuru,wherehe
getsagoodsalary.Soshouldthissuitbeacceptabletoallyouneedhavenofearthatyour
daughterwillstarve.Itellyouthesethingsbecausetherearethingsjawang’yowould
havefoundoutforyou.Thankyoubrothers.”Apotofkong’owasmovednearhimandhe
drewalongrefreshingdraught.Somethingsneverchange-aspokesmanneedstoirrigate
histhroat.
“Brothers,peopleofSeme.MynameisOyangeSilwalThegirlAwitiistheonlychildofmylate
brotherOkumu.WearefromSakwafromthevillageofGombe,ThegirlhasgroupinGem
becausehermotherbeingawidowandhavingconvertedtoChristianitydecidedtosettle
herewhichagoodthingisbecausenowsheislikelightfortherestofus.Sheishighly
educatedandateacherofchildren.
(a)Placethisexcerptinitsimmediatecontext.(4marks)
(b)Identifyandillustrateanythreethematicconcernsevidentinthisexcerpt.(6marks)
(c)DescribethecharacterofAwitiasbroughtoutinthisexcerpt,(2marks)
(d)Apartfromthecaseinthisexcerpt,explainwhereagainthereisacompromiseinthe
bride
pricelateroninthenovel.(2marks)
(e)Inonesentence,paraphrasethestatementsbelow(2marks)
“Brothers,peopleofSeme.MynameisOyangeSilwalThegirlAwitiistheonlychildofmy
latebrotherOkumu.WearefromSakwafromthevillageofGombe.
(f)‘Youwillthereforeforgiveusbrothersbecausewedonotknowyouandyoudonotknow
us.’Inlightofwhathappensinthenovel,whyisthespeakerbeggingforforgiveness.
(2marks)
(g)Identifyandillustrateanytwostylisticdevicesevidentlyusedinthisexcerpt.(4marks)
(h)Givethemeaningofthefollowingwordsandphrasesasusedintheexcerpt.(2marks)
Consanguinity;
irrigatehisthroat;

PossibleResponses
a.AwitiElizabethbeginsarelationshipwithMarkSigu;sheintroducesthemattertoAkoko
andNyabera;Akokoinvitesherrelationsandnegotiationisfixed.MarkSigucomesalsowith
hisrelations.Theymeet,talkandareentertained.Theyagreeonjustatokenasabrideprice.
ThetalksareconcludedandakokocallsMarkforaclosetalk,theyjoyouslytalk.Lateronin
thenightAkokodies.
b.Loveandfriendship:Awitiandmarkfallinloveandmarry;Familytiesandrelations:
Akoko’scloserelativesmustbeinvitedforthenegotiationsoisthefamilyofMark
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Sigu.Changes;markandAwitiwanttomarryyettheydonotknowoneanother’sfamily
background;religion:Awiti’smotherissaidtobeconvertedtoChristianityandwenttolivein
themission;Eduaction:Awitiissaidtobeaneducatedgirlandisateacher.
CHardworking;shestudiesveryhardandbecomesateacher
d.Wandia’smotherdoesnotdemandanybridepricebutonlyasksAorotostayinpeace
withherdaughter.
e.OyangeSilwaltellsthepeopleofSemethatAwitiistheonlychildofhislatebrother
OkumuandthattheyarefromSakwafromtheclanofGombe
f.Becauseitisnotcustomarytogetintomarriagenegotiationswithoutfullknowledgeof
oneanother’sbackground.
g.Rhetoricquestions:Issheathieforawitch?Isshelazyorshiftless?Mighttherebe
consanguinitybetweenyouandher?
Directaddress“Brotherswegreetyouandbringyoumangreetings.
h.Consanguinity;-closerelationshipToirrigatehisthroat–totakeadrinktosoastotalk
withease.

5.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

Myfathers,“Itisashamefulthingformywifetoleaveherhusbandshouseandreturntoher
father’shouse.ThisoutrageousthinghadoccurredonlybecauseIwasnotheretoprevent
it.”
“Ourchief,wearesaddenedbythisunfortunatestateofaffairs,butyoumustadmitthat
yourmotherhasapointortwo.Longhavewepleadedwithyoutotakeanotherwifefortwo.
Longhavewepleadedwithyoutotakeanotherwifeforyourselfandyouhaveadamantly
refused.Nowshehasleftyou,youarelikeamisumba,abachelorwhichwouldnothave
beenthecaseifyouhadanotherwife.Webegyoutakeanotherwifeforyourself.”Thiswas
fromOyier,agrizzledoldmanwhohadbeenhismother’sgreatestchampioninherquest
forawifeforOwuor.Herealizedthattheoldgeezrsweregoingtogivehimahardtimeofit,
sohechangedhistactics.“Fathers,youarethewisemenofthiscommunity.Thatiswhy
yousitinthecouncil.Isitthatyouhaveforgottenthewaysofchikorthatyour
determinationtogetmetomarryotherwiveshascloudedyourjudgement?Doyounot
knowthataman’smikaiisthegreatestjewelthatadornshiscompound?Thatherposition
inmaintainedandprotectedbytaboosimposedbythewaysofchik?ThatifIdie,Were
forbid,mybodycanonlylieofherhut?Andthiswoulddosoevenifsheherselfweredead?
Toloseone’smikaiistoloseone’srighthand.”
TheJodongonoddedsagaciouslyatthewisdomutteredbythechief.Itistruethatthemikai
isthecentrepostthatholdsupaman’shut.Withouther,orifshewerestupid,onlyWere
couldrescuesuchamanfrombeingblownawayfromamongthepeoplelikesomuchchaff.
Sheitiswhosavesayoungmanfromthefolliesandstupiditiesofyouth.Indeedthepeople
ofRamogihasasayingwhichdeclaredthat‘Themedicineforstupidityinmarriage’.Yes,the
chiefhadspokenwisely.ButOyierwouldnotgiveupsoeasily
(a)Explainwhathappensjustbeforethisexcerpt(3mks)
(b)WhatistheboneofcontentionbetweenAkokoandhermother-in-law,NyarAsembo
(3mks)
(c)“Thegirlchild”briefltexplaintherelevanceofthissub-headingtothewholenovel(2mks)
(d)Oyiersoundssarcasticinhisspeech.Identifyandexplainthesarcasm(2mks)
(e)Fromtheexcerpt,contrastthecharacterofOwuorwiththatofhisbrotherOtieno(4mks)
(f)Explainthemeaningof“Itistruethat“Mikai”isthecentrepostthatholdupaman’shut”
(2mks)
(g)Identifyparenthisisinthelastparagraphofthisexcerpt(1mk)
(h)Explainthemainthemethatcomesoutinthisexcerpt(2mks)
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(i)Fromyourknowledgeofthenovel,describetheroleof‘Jodongo’inthecommunity
representedinthisnovelWriteyouranswerinnotefarm(3mks)
(i)Locallanguageisusedinthisexerpt.Givetwoexamplesandexplainitssignificances
(2mks)
(k)Discussthemoodthatisprevalentinthisextract(1mk)

PossibleResponses
(a)Owuorreturnshisjourneyonlytofindanemptyhouse
Hetriestoinquirefromneighboursandfromhischildrenwhathadhappened
Hegetsveryangry/lockshimselfupinhis‘simba’
Hesermonsthecouncil;’jodongo’toconvenethefollowingday(3mks)
(b)NyarAsemboallegesthatAkokoisunabletoconceiveregularly/herrateofprocreationis
slow
SheaccusesAkokoofpracticingwitchcraftagainstherson
ShealsoacusesAkokoofstandingbetweenOwuorandhismarriagetootherwomenby
castingaspellonhim
c)“TheGirlchild’ThisreferstoAKoko
Sheisthesourceofthefamilytree(river)thatextendsformanygenerationsforher,
Nyabera,Elizabethandhergreatgrandchildren.Akokoisthesourceoflife.Sherepresents
womenasnatia,Awiti,VeraandWandia
Asasource,herfamilysurvivesduetohedeterminationwisdom,hardworkandclarityof
visionasagirl-child
Sheplaysaroleofthosewhohavebeenwiseintheirtime,pioneersthroughwhosedaring
actionsbringprogresstothewholesociety(2mks)
(d)OyiersaysthattheyaresaddenedbythedisappearanceofAkokobutintherealsense
hecapitalizesorthisopportunitytoadvanceOwuor’smother’squestofgettinghim(Owuor)
marryanotherwife.Oyiercallshima“misumba’.ThisismeanttohurtandhumiliateOwuor
sothathecanmarryanotherwife
(e)Lookforthefollowingpoints
OwuorOtieno
(i)wiseFoolish
(ii)ReasoningIrrational
(iii)FaithfulImmoral
(iv)ResponsibleIrresponsible
(v)Generousgreedy
(vi)Tacticaltactless(4mks)
NB-Contrastingwordsandphrasesmustbeused.
OnecharactertraitofOwuormustcomefromtheexcerptbutthatofOtienofromelsewhere
inthenovel
(f)Itexpressestheimportanceofthefirstwife(Akoko0toOwuorKembo.Justlikeacentral
postholdsupahut,the“Mikai”preventsahomesteadfromfallingapart.Akokosupportsher
husbandandgivesdignity.g)Withouther,orifshewerestupidonlyWerecouldrescuesuh
amanfrombeingblownawayfromamongthepeoplelikesomuchchaff(1mk)
(h)Tradition-Ifamandies,hisbodyliesinhishousebeforeburialintherighthandsideof
Mikai’shouse
Thecouncilof‘Jodongo’arbitratesinmarriagedesputes
Positionof‘Mikai’isprotectedbytaboos
Losinga‘mikai’islikeloosingone’srighthand
(mikaireferedasa‘jewel’)
Thesocietyispolygamous
Itwasatabooforamanandsuchachieftobea‘misumba’bachelor(2mks)
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(i)Involvedinmarriagenegotiations/solvedmarriagedisputes
Arbitrateinsocialmatters/judgescases
Assiststhechiefinrunningtheaffairsofthecommunity
Assistsintheremovalofabadchief(3mks)
NB-Notesareshownthroughletters,arrows,astar,adash,adotanduseofincomplete
sentences.
(j):”Mikai’,Chik’,Misumba,
Hasaestheticvalue
Givesthestoryitslocalflavorthusprovidingvariety
Addcolourandflavortothenovel
ItauthenticatesandpinpointsthesettingofthenovelasKenyan
Itinjectslifeinthenarrationthusmakingthestoryenjoyable
Itprovidesasocialandgeographicalsetting(2mks)
(k)Solemn/serious/grave/somber/melancholicmood.“Myfathers..itisashamefulthingfro
mywifetoleave…..preventit”(1mk)
6.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

“wolololoyaye
“Mamayoo!”
“Biuruune!Comeandsee!”Thestrangersweretakentothechief’shouseandtheolder
peoplesawthattheirfacesweresolemn.theycouldn’tbebearersofgoodnews.
“Wegreetyou,ochiefOwour.Wearepeoplesentbysirikal,thegovernment,withamessage
foryou.”Thewhitegarbedonewhowasobviouslythespokesmandeclared.
“Andwho,mayIask,isthissirikal?I’veneverheardofhim.”Saidthechiefbaffled.
“Youmayhaveheardthatthecountryisbeingruledbywhitepeoplenow.They,withthe
helpofsomeblackpeople,haveformedsomethinglikethecouncilofjodongo,onlymuch
bigger,tomakesurethateveryonelivesinpeaceaccordingtothenewlaw.Thisissirikal.”
“Isthatso?”
(a)Explainwhathadcausedtheoutburstatthebeginningoftheextra?(2marks)
(b)Whatisstrangeaboutthechief’squestion?(2marks)
(c)Commentontheuseoflocaldialectinthisexcerpt.(4marks)
d)Describethedifferentmoodsdepictedintheexcerpt.(4marks)
e)Identifywithillustrationsonethemefromtheexcerpt.(2marks)
(f)Illustrateacharactertraitofthestrangersandoftheoldermen.(4marks)
(g)Innoteformstatewhatthemessengershadtosaytothechiefinthisexcerpt.(5marks)
(h)Explainthemeaningofthefollowingwordsasusedintheexcerpt:(2marks)
(i)solemn(ii)garbed

PossibleResponses
a)Strangemeninstrangedresses.Longgarbreachinghisanklesandaskullcap–had
arrivedinthevillage.Thechildren,whowerenaked,thoughtthiswasfunny.
b)Thechiefthinkssirikalisaperson/thechiefispartofthesirikalbuthedoesnotknowit.
c)Thelocaldialect“Wolololoyaye!/mamayoo!/Biuruune!”
-Injectslifeintothenarrationmakingitenjoyable.
-Itaddslocalflavourandprovidesvariety.
-Itprovidessocialandgeographicalsetting.
d)Firstthereisexcitementwhenpeopleseestrangersdressedinafunnyattire.Thenthere
istensenessastheeldersnoticethestrangerslooksad/solemn(Theyconcludethatthey
cannotbebearersofgoodnews.
e)Themeofchange–anewformofgovernmentisinplace.
f)Strangemen–respectful/courteous–theygreetthechiefinarespectfulmanner
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Wise–theyfirstgivebackgroundinformationbeforebreakingthebadnews.
Oldermen-observant/discerning–theynoticethatfacesofthestrangersaresadand
concludethattheycannotbebearersofgoodnews.
g)Themessageisthat:
-AclanofJo-jermanandJo-ingrezahadbeenhardatwaragainsteachother.
-Youngpeoplehadjoinedtohelpandfromthechief’svillage,Obura,AmbereKongosoand
NyarocheSiwal,hadgone.
-TheywenttofightJo-jermaninaplacecalledTanganyika
-OnlyNyarochesurvivedandisabeggaratKisumu.
-Thegovernment/thewhitepeoplehadgivenabraceletasa‘thankyou’inmemoryofthe
fallenmen
h)Solemn-sad/serious
Garbed–dressed/adorned

7.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

Theenvelopehadbeenaddressedtomarkwhoopenedit,readtheletterandpasseditto
her.“Atleastsheisfromthecountry,”hesaidsoundingabitodd.
Shelookedathimandthenloweredhereyestotheletter.ItwascharacteristicallyAoro–
briefandtothepoint.ShefeltkindofsorrytoMark.FirsttherehadbeenBeckywhohadleft
homeunceremoniouslyonlytoreturnwithawhitemanintow.Averynicemanbut
apparentlynotniceenoughforBecky.Hehadfoundoutthatshewashavinganaffairduring
histripsabroadandhadsuedfordivorce.Nowshewaslivingalonewiththechildren,
financiallywelloff,butunhappy.Itwasonethingtoenjoythethrillsofanaffair,buta
differentthingaltogethertohaveacarteblanchetodoexactlyasyoupleased.Johnhad
beenterriblyhurtofcourseandmarkhadbeenfuriouswithher.
ThenTonyhadjoinedpriesthood–Markresisteditatfirstbutrecently,duringTony’s
ordinationhehadbeenfullofprideforhisson–whosefacehadshonewithjoyand
youthfuldedication.Vera’scasehadbeenthehardesttoaccept.Markthoughtoftheworld
ofVera,anddeferredtoherineverything.Thenshehadarrivedhomeonedayanddeclared
thatshewantedtojointhecatholicprelatureofOpusDeiasanon–marryingmember.But
hehadeventuallyacceptedbecausehelovedher.Becauseshelookedsoradiant.Anything
thatcouldbringsuchjoyandserenitycouldnotbethatbad.Itwasapitythoughthatshe
didnotwearaveilorahabit.Thatwayhecouldatleasthavebraggedaboutheralittleto
hisfriends.Hischildrenwereasourceofgreatenvytohislessluckyfriends.Veraforone
wasafullyqualifiedelectronicsexpertandhadalucrativejobinthecitywithlargesalary
andallsortsofbenefits.Womenlikethattendedtomarrythemostamazingwimpsand
Markhadheldhisbreathinfear.ButintheendallVerawantedwastodedicateherlifeand
herworktoGod,andtherewasnoturningherback.SoElizabethsecretlyhopedthatAoro
wouldbringhomeanicegirl–naturallyaLuolikehimself–whowouldproceedtohave
manychildren–allanice,ordinaryblackcolour.
a)Brieflystatethecontentsofthelettermentioned.(3marks)

b)InpointformsummarizewhyElizabethpitiesMarkinthisexcerpt.(4marks)

c)Discusstheironybroughtoutinthisexcerpt(4marks)

d)IdentifyandillustratethreecharactertraitsofMarkevidentinthisexcerpt.(6marks)

e)Commentonthethematicconcernsthataredepictedinthisextract.(4marks)

f)Hischildrenwereasourceofgreatenvytohislessluckyfriends.
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(rewriteasaninterrogativestatement)(1mark)
g)ElizabethsecretlyhopedthatAorowouldbringhomeanicegirl…….,Doeshe?Discuss
withillustrationsfromelsewhereinthenovel.(3marks)

PossibleResponses
a)-Aorohasfinishedhisinternshipsuccessfully√1
-Hehasonemonthleave√1andwillvisithome/on28th√1
-Hewillbringalongwandia,√1(adoctorthegirlheintendstomarry)
b)-Beckyleaveshomeunceremoniouslyandmarriesawhiteman√1
-She(Becky)getsintoanaffairandisdivorced√1

VerajoinstheOpus-Deiasanon–marryingmember√1

-Tonyjoinspriesthood√1

-Aorointendstomarryagirlfromanotherethnictribe√1

c)-MarkexpectsVeraandtonytomarrybuttheydon’t√½

-ItisironicalthatJohn,Becky’shusbandisagoodhusbandyetshegetsintoanaffairthat
leadstodivorce√½

-ItisironicalthatBeckyisfinanciallywelloffyetsheisunhappy.√½

-Itisironicalthatwelleducatedwomenwithgoodjobsendupmarryingthemostamazing
wimpsinsteadofmenlikethem.(menwhoarewelleducated)

d)i)Accommodating√1–“Markresisteditatfirst…..Hehadbeenfullofprideforhisson
buthehadeventuallyaccepted…..”/HeeventuallyacceptsTony’sandVera’schoices√1
ii)Concerned–“womenwerelikethat…..Markheldhisbreathinfear,”/
-HefearsthatVeramightmarryawimpliketheothereducatedwomen.

iii)Supportive–“…anythingthatcouldbringsuchjoyandserenitycouldnotbethatbad”He
allowsVeratojointheOpusDeibecausesheishappythere.
iv)Loving/caring-“...hehadeventuallyacceptedbecausehelovedher,”
v)Boastful–“Thatwayhecouldatleasthavebraggedaboutheralittletohisfriends,”
e)i)Religion-VerajointthecatholicprelatureofOpusDeiasanon–marryingmember.

-Tonyhadjoinedpriesthood

ii)Betrayal/unfaithfulness/immorality–Beckymovesaroundwithothermenwhenher
husbandisnotaround.
iii)Genderparity/equity–Veraisafullyqualifiedelectronicsexpert(worksinamale
dominatedcareer)
-Veradoesnotmarry.

iv)Love–Markloveshischildrenandwantsthebestforthem,whichmakeshimacceptthe
choicestheymakeinlife.
f)Werehischildrenasourceofgreatenvytohislessluckyfriends?

g)Yes,√1(Aorobringshomeanicegirl)forWandiais:

i)Respectful-duringherfirstvisit,sheinteractswithbothmarkandElizabethwithlotsof
respect√1
ii)Dependable–TakescareofBecky’schildrenafterherdeath.√1
iii)Friendly–shebecomesverygoodfriendswithElizabethandVera.√1
v) Loving/caring–Shetakesgoodcareofherlargefamilydespitebeingacareer
woman√1
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8.Readthefollowingextractandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

Thirtyhead!exclaimedAlooindisbelief.
“Yes,thirtyhead!”declaredtheuncompromisingchief.
“Butthatistwoandhalftimestheusualbrideprice.”
EvenforAkoko,itwastoomuch.
“Letthemshowusthatmydaughterisnotgoingtostarveinthatwastelandtheycalla
home”.Theytroopedbackintothehutandthenegotiationsbeganinearnest.
“Brothers,peopleofSakwa,wearepleasedtowelcomeyoutoYimbo.Itiscustomary,
becauseofthegooddakbetweenus,foryoutomarryourdaughtersandweyours.Weare
thereforemorethanneighbours,wehavegreatwatbetweenusbecauseofthe
interminglingofbloodthoughthishasnotoccurredbetweenourtwolinessothereisno
dangerofbrothermarryingsister-greattaboo.Sinceyouareourbrother,wewillnotmake
thingsdifficultforyou.”Herehestoppedtotakeasipofkong’oandyoucouldhaveheard
theantstalk,sogreatwasthesilence.However,nobodywasfooledbyhissweetwords.
Hecontinued,enjoyingimmenselythetensionhewascreating.“Ourdaughter,Adoyo
Obandaisagreatbeautywhoseassetshavebeenpraisedandsungbymanyanyatiti
singerfromheretoChumbuKombit,fromSakwatoLokaNam.Sheisasfleetasagazelle
andherflyingfeethavebeenincorporatedintothesayingofourvillagesothatmothers
sendingtheirdaughtersonerrandtellthemtorunlikeAdoyooftheflyingfeet.Shehasbeen
carefullybroughtupandhasbeentaughtalltherequirementsofchik.Sheisaveryaptpupil
andwillthereforenotbringshameandruintoherhusbandbyimproperconduct.
HerantecedentsarepeerlessforshecantraceherbloodlinecleartoRamogiourgreat
fatherandherbloodispureforwehavealwaystakencaretomarrycorrectly.Sheisalso
theeldestdaughterofourgreatchief,amanofwhosefameisknownthroughoutthisland.
Aftercarefulconsultation,wehavethereforedecidedthatthirtyheadofcattleshouldbethe
properbrideprice.”Wasthataninaudiblegaspfromsomeoneattheback?ChiefOwuor
Kembosignaledtohisuncleandtheoldmanspoke.
a)Explainbrieflywhathappensfirstbeforethisexcerpt.(2Marks)

b)Statebrieflywhathappensafterthisexcerpt(2Marks)

c)Brieflydescribethenatureoftheceremonygoingoninthisexcerpt(3Marks)

d)IdentifyandillustratetwocharactertraitsofAlooK’olimainthisexcerpt.(4Marks)
e)Identifyandillustrateanytwothemesevidentinthisexcerpt.(4Marks)

f)MakenotesonthequalitiesofAdoyoObandaasrevealedinthisexcerpt.(5Marks)
g)Identifyandillustrateanytwofeaturesofstyleusedinthisexcerpt.(4Marks)

PossibleResponses
a)

 ChiefOderaGognicallsthecouncilsofJodongofromSakwaoutsidehishousefor
consultationaboutAkoko’sbetrothal

 ChiefOderoGognidisclosestothecouncilofJodongothathehasalreadysentaway
12suitors

 ChiefOderoGognidisclosesthathelikesthisgroupofsuitorsbecausethebrideisof
agoodstockandhisuncleagoodspokesman

 ChiefOderoGognitellsAlooK’OlinatosetAkoko’sbridepriceatthirtyhead

b)
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 EldersfromSakwaasktobeallowedtoconsultwitheachotheroutsidechiefOdero’s
houseAkokowatcheswhatisgoingonfromhermother’skitchen,askstobegivena
pieceoflandtosettleforshefeelsshemightnevergetmarried

 OtienoKemboarguesagainstthehighbrideprice

 OwuorKemboacceptstopaythethirtyheadofcattleasbrideprice

c)

 FormalnegotiationsofAkoko’sbridepricebetweenthepeopleofSakwaandthe
peopleofYimbo

 ThebridepricehastobesetdependingonAkoko’soutstandingattributes

d)i)Tradition

 Akokohasbeentaughtalltherequirementsofchick(tradition)

 Traditionallyabrothermarryingasisterisagreattaboo

 TraditionallyeldersdrinkKong’oduringmarriagenegations.AloK’Olimastoppedto
takeasipofKong’o

ii)Roleofelders
 ThecouncilofJodongo(elders)fromSakwaandthatfromYimbonegotiatesfor

OwuorKembo’sandAkoko’smarriage

 ChiefOwuorKembo’suncle(anelderisthespokesmanforthecouncilofJodongo
fromSakwa).

 AlooK’Olima(anelder)ischiefOdero’sspokesman.

iii)Marriage
 Akoko’smarriagenegotiationsbegininearnest

 AlooK’OlimasetsAkoko’sbridepriceatthirtyheadofcattle

 Itiscustomary,becauseofthegooddakbetweenus,foryoutomarryourdaughters
andweyours……Thereisnodangerofbrother.Marryingasister–agreattaboo.

e)AlooK’Olima

 Considerate–exclaimsatthehighbrideprice(thirtyhead)chiefOderowantssetfor
Akoko

 Respectful–AddressthepeopleofSakwaas;“Brothers,peopleofSakwa

 Informed-quotesfromChikthatbrothermarryingabrotherisagreattabooand
Akokohasbeentaughtalltherequirementsofchik.

 Intelligent/skillful–skillfullyaddressesthepeopleofSakwausingsweetwords.

- SkillfullydescribesAkoko’sattributestothepeopleofSakwa.

f)

 Agreatbeauty–ispraisedbymanyNyatitisingers

 Fast/swift–sheisasfleetasagazelle

 Agoodrolemodel–motherssendingtheirdaughtersonerrandstellthemtorunlike
Akoko

 Apt–sheisveryaptpupil

 Pure–herbloodispre…….

g)Directaddress–brothers……

-Localdialect–da,kwat,kong’o,nyatiti,chik
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-Suspense…….Sogreatwasthesilence

-Simile…..asfleetasagazelle

-Personification–youcouldhaveheardtheantstalk…..

-Metaphor–herflyingfleet


