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Figure 0.1 Moses Ogunleye, Esui, oil on canvas, 2012.
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Series Editor’s Preface

The Carolina Academic Press African World Series, inaugurated in 2010, offers significant
new works in the field of African and Black World studies. The series provides scholarly
and educational texts that can serve both as reference works and as readers in college
classes.

Studies in the series are anchored in the existing humanistic and the social scientific
traditions. Their goal, however, is the identification and elaboration of the strategic
place of Africa and its Diaspora in a shifting global world. More specifically, the studies
will address gaps and larger needs in the developing scholarship on Africa and the Black
World.

The series intends to fill gaps in areas such as African politics, history, law, religion,
culture, sociology, literature, philosophy, visual arts, art history, geography, language,
health, and social welfare. Given the complex nature of Africa and its Diaspora, and
the constantly shifting perspectives prompted by globalization, the series also meets a
vital need for scholarship connecting knowledge with events and practices. Reflecting
the fact that life in Africa continues to change, especially in the political arena, the series
explores issues emanating from racial and ethnic identities, particularly those connected
with the ongoing mobilization of ethnic minorities for inclusion and representation.

Toyin Falola
University of Texas at Austin

Xix






Notes on Contributors

Adékola, Olubayo Oladiméji, Ph.D., is Senior Research Fellow (Anthropology, Cultural,
and Folklore Studies), Institute of African Studies, University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria.
He works as a translator (English/Yoruba) and teacher (Anthropology of Africa).

Adéyemi, Lére, Ph.D., teaches Yoruba literature and culture in the Department of Linguistics
and Nigerian Languages, University of Ilorin, Nigeria.

Afolayan, Michael Oladejo, Ph.D., works as an Assistant Director for Academic Affairs
at the State of Illinois’ Board of Higher Education. Prior to his appointment to this
position, he was a Professor of Education at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville.
His eclectic and multidisciplinary interests and scholarly pursuits span across many years
and the fields of education, African and African American studies, literary analysis,
linguistics, philosophy, and Yoruba oral traditions.

Bewaji, John Ayotunde (Tunde) Isola, Ph.D., a former Guggenheim Research Fellow in
Philosophy, is currently Jay Newman Visiting Professor of Philosophy of Culture, Brooklyn
College— CUNY and Professor of Philosophy, University of the West Indies. His
publications include Beauty and Culture, An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge and
Narratives of Struggle.

Euba, Femi, the Louise and Kenneth Kinney Professor of Theatre, teaches playwriting
and dramatic literature at Louisiana State University. His publications include Archetypes,
Imprecators and Victims of Fate and Poetics of the Creative Process.

Falola, Toyin, is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities at the
University of Texas at Austin. He has written numerous books, including edited volumes
on Sango, Yemonja, and the Yoruba Diaspora.

Igboin, Benson Ohihon, Ph.D., lectures in the Department of Religion & African Culture,
Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State, Nigeria.

jegede, dele, Ph.D., is Professor of Art History at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. He
obtained his first degree in Fine Arts from Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. He studied
with Roy Sieber at Indiana University, Bloomington, for his doctorate degree. He was a
faculty member at the University of Lagos, Nigeria, a Fulbright Fellow at Spelman College,
Atlanta, and a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the National Museum of African Art, the Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D.C. He served as Chair of the Department of Art, Indiana State
University, Terre Haute, and Miami University, Oxford. He has taught courses and
published extensively on African art and culture, as well as African American art. His
most recent publication, Encyclopedia of African American Artists, was published in 20009.

Kazeem, Fayemi Ademola, Ph.D, teaches in the Department of Philosophy, Lagos State
University, Ojo, Lagos, Nigeria. He is the author of Rationality, Logic and Conflict

Xx1



Xxii NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Management in an African Culture: A Discourse in Proverbism. His major research interests
lie in African Philosophy and Epistemology.

Ogungbemi, Segun, Ph.D., is Professor and Head of Department of Philosophy at Adekunle
Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko, Ondo State Nigeria.

Oguntola-Laguda, Danoye, Ph.D., is a scholar of the Philosophy of Religion at Lagos
State University, Lagos, Nigeria. He has published several articles on Traditional Religion
with reference to the Yoruba people.

Okediji, Moyo, Ph.D,, is the Director of the Center for Art of Africa and its Diasporas at
the University of Texas at Austin, and the author of Western Frontiers of African Art.

Ola, Yomi, Ph.D,, is assistant professor of art history at Spelman College, Atlanta, GA.
As an artist, he had various international and professional experiences in journalism and
advertising before returning to a university career. His book, Satires of Power in Yoruba
Visual Culture, is part of the distinguished Africa World Series by Carolina Academic
Press.

Olomo, H.E. Iyalawo Oloye Aina, is a Yoruba chief and an initiated priest of the ancestral
society, the Irunmole Sango, and Ifa. In the Republic of Benin, she was installed as Her
Excellency Igbo Iyalase. She is an independent scholar and describes herself as an indigenous
Yoruba of the Western Hemisphere.

Osumare, Halifu, Ph.D., has been involved with dance and Black popular culture inter-
nationally for over thirty years as a dancer, choreographer, teacher, administrator, and
scholar. She was a 2008 Fulbright Scholar, teaching at the University of Ghana. She holds
a M.A. in Dance Ethnology from San Francisco State University and a Ph.D. in American
Studies from the University of Hawai’i at Manoa. She is currently Associate Professor of
African American and African Studies at the University of California, Davis, and her
book, The Africanist Aesthetic in Global Hip-Hop: Power Moves (2007), is published by
Palgrave Macmillan.

Otero, Solimar, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor of English at Louisiana State University.
Her research centers on Afro-Caribbean spirituality and Yoruba traditional religion in
folklore, literature, and ethnography. She is the author of Afro-Cuban Diasporas in the
Atlantic World. Her work has also appeared in Atlantic Studies, Western Folklore, Phoebe,
Africa Today, and The Black Scholar.

Sellers, Allison, is a graduate student in history at the University of Central Florida. Her
research interest concerns religious hybridity between Islam and indigenous religions in
West Africa during the major jihads of the nineteenth century. She has written entries
for Commodities, Culture, and History; Encyclopedia of Slavery in the Americas; and Milestone
Documents in World Religions.

Tishken, Joel E., Ph.D,, is Assistant Professor of History and Religious Studies at Washington
State University. His research focuses on Zionist African Christianity and neo-indigenous
religions. With Falola and Akinyemi, he is co-editor of the book Sango in Africa and the
African Diaspora and author of numerous articles on African Christianity. He serves as
co-general editor of Nova Religion: The Journal of Alternative and Emergent Religions.

Tsang, Martin, completed his M.A. in Social Anthropology at the School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London. He has undertaken extensive fieldwork and written



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS xxiii

on orisa worship in North America, Cuba, and Europe. He is a doctoral candidate in An-
thropology at Florida International University, researching Chinese influence in Afro-
Cuban religions.

Washington, Teresa N., Ph.D,, is the Ann Petry Endowed Professor in English at Grambling
State University. She is the author of Our Mothers, Our Powers, Our Texts: Manifestations
of Ajé in Africana Literature.



