
BY MARY JORDAN
IN oRLaNdo

When douglas hulse pulled his 
Ford Mustang convertible into a 
Florida gas station three years 
ago, he looked so distressed that 
someone called 911.

an ambulance rushed him to 
orlando health south seminole 
hospital, where doctors said he 
had a stroke. at 80, the retired 
pilot who had flown famous pas-
sengers around the country could 
no longer care for himself.

But hulse lived alone — as 3 out 
of 5 americans in their 80s do.

a hospital can be liable if a 
patient is discharged into an un-
safe environment. Because hulse 
lived alone and the hospital offi-
cials saw no sign that he had 
family, that put them in a bind 
when his health didn’t improve. 
so they argued in court that he 
was no longer capable of making 
his own decisions and needed a 
guardian — a caretaker with enor-
mous legal power.
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He had a stroke at a gas station, then lost nearly everything 
Many seniors are one medical emergency from a court-appointed guardian taking control of their lives 
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A 2021 photo of Douglas Hulse on  his niece’s phone.  the retired pilot was put in  a guardianship in 
Florida  and moved into a nursing home without anyone telling his family in Pennsylvania.
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member her initial shock at eating 
them, figuring they’d be a short-
term measure. and now, with the 
floodwaters holding their ground, 
she could trace a two-year arc of 
distress in what the lilies had be-
come: sustenance so vital that 
people were slogging farther and 
farther into the waters to find 
them, before someone else did.

“I can see some lilies here,” an-
other woman told Nyaguey after a 
group of four had walked 20 min-
utes out of town, reaching the edge 
of the waters.

“Not enough,” Nyaguey said, 
and the group kept moving. “It 
looks like somebody already col-
lected most of these.”

Climate disasters are often per-
ceived as finite events — with an 
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In South Sudan, 
a climate crisis 
deepens misery

Years into disastrous flooding, 
people are eating the unthinkable 
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BY CHICO HARLAN 
IN ChotYIEL, soUth sUdaN

It was 1 p.m., her children still 
hadn’t eaten, and every item on 
Nyaguey dak Kieth’s “long to-do 
list” pertained to surviving an-
other day. so Nyaguey grabbed a 
plastic bucket and an empty sack 
and set off from her village sur-
rounded by floodwater. those wa-
ters had upended her life, but also 
provided a food option — not a 
desirable one, but one of the few 
left.

Water lilies. they’d been keep-
ing her family alive for two years.

they were bitter. hard to digest. 
they required hours of manual 
labor — cutting, pounding, dry-
ing, sifting — just to be made 
edible. Nyaguey could still re-

BY TAYLOR LORENZ

ameer al-Khatahtbeh graduat-
ed in 2020 with a degree in jour-
nalism from Rutgers University. 
But instead of going to work in a 
traditional newsroom, he decided 
to build his own digital news 
brand catering to the Muslim com-
munity.

Four years later, al-Khatahtbeh, 
25, has amassed more than 
 2 million followers on tiktok and 
more than 5.3 million on 
 Instagram, where posts to his ac-
count, @Muslim, range from fea-
tures on halal dating apps to the 
latest news from the Israel-Gaza 
war.

the young Palestinian-Jorda- 
nian entrepreneur is one of mil-
lions of independent creators re-

shaping how people get their news, 
especially the youngest viewers. 
News consumption hit a tipping 
point around the globe during the 
early days of the coronavirus pan-
demic, with more people turning 
to social media platforms such as 
tiktok, Youtube and Instagram 
than to websites maintained by 
traditional news outlets, according 
to the latest digital News Report 
by the  Reuters Institute for the 
study of Journalism. one in 5 
adults under 24 use tiktok as a 
source for news, the report said, up 
five percentage points from last 
year. according to Britain’s office 
of Communications, young adults 
in the United Kingdom now spend 
more time watching tiktok than 
broadcast television.

this shift has been driven in part 
by a desire for “more accessible, 

sEE CReAtoRS oN A10

As media reaches a tipping 
point, content creators surge

Nontraditional sources 
draw larger audiences 

than legacy outlets

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM, 
WILLIAM BOOTH 

AND LOVEDAY MORRIS

aMMan, JORDan — Facing heavy 
bombardment and warned by Is-
rael to evacuate immediately, as 
many as 400,000 people remain 
in northern Gaza as Israeli tanks 
and ground troops press forward 
seeking to smash hamas strong-
holds and free hostages, U.s. offi-
cials said saturday.

another 800,000 to 1 million 
residents have fled to southern 
areas of Gaza but still face intense 
Israeli bombardment as the war 
nears its one-month mark.

For a three-hour window satur-
day, Israel offered passage for peo-
ple in Gaza to move south on the 
salah al-din road, the main pass-
able highway running nearly the 
length of the 25-mile Gaza strip.

the Israeli military now refers 
to southern Gaza as a “safer zone” 
vs. calling it a safe zone. heavy 
bombardment still occurs in the 
south — and many Gazans say 
they feel nowhere offers a haven 
from the attacks and invasion.

the Gaza health Ministry esti-
mated on saturday that 2,200 
people, including 1,250 children, 
are buried under the rubble of 
destroyed buildings in Gaza. 
overall, the health officials say, 
more than 9,400 people have been 
killed, many of them women and 
children.

the Biden administration is 
pushing Israel for brief “humani-
tarian pauses” in the fighting — to 
allow aid in and people out — and 
to significantly expand the 
amount of supplies flowing into 
Gaza, the U.s. special envoy for 
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Many 
Gazans 
remain 
on front

400,000 coUld be 
in north, U.s. says 

Israel presses forward as 
war nears 1-month mark

Nyaguey Dak Kieth wades through the 
water dragging a bag of lily bulbs, now vital 

sustenance in her flood-choked village.
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BY HANNAH KNOWLES

BEDFORD, n.H. — some moder-
ate Republican voters here re-
coiled at ads that Ron desantis’s 
allies started running weeks ago 
broadcasting the Florida gover-
nor’s vows to use deadly force at 
the southern border.

“I don’t like the fact that we’re 
going to start murdering people,” 
said Becki Kuhns, 71, who is eager 
for an alternative to donald 
trump and brought up the com-
mercials unprompted.

down the road at a cigar bar in 
Nashua, where regulars talk poli-
tics and watch debates together, a 
different desantis problem came 

into focus: 
trump sup-
porters were 
unmoved by 
desantis’s 
pitch that he 
would deliver 
the former 
president’s 
agenda more 
effectively.

the people he’s targeting “be-
long to trump,” said howard Ray, 
43, who went to a desantis event 
but wasn’t persuaded. “he comes 
across kind of hard right.”

he added: “those types of peo-
ple are in trump’s camp, and 
they’re not moving.”

desantis began the year widely 
viewed as the Republican with 
the best chance to build a winning 
coalition against the former pres-
ident — the trump alternative 
who could entice trump critics 
yet was also in many ways a con-
tinuation of trump’s “america 
First” platform. But desantis’s 
support has shrunk dramatically 
since then, eroding on both ends 
of the party spectrum, interviews 
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 DeSantis 
backslides 
in bid for 
both sides

Fla. governor struggles 
to sway Trump base and 
moderate Republicans

 Ron DeSantis
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of reported Gaza death toll. A4

D.C. protest: Thousands attend 
rally to demand a cease-fire. C1

BY ELAHE IZADI 
AND JEREMY BARR

William Lewis, a reporter 
turned executive who spent years 

working in British media and for 
Rupert Murdoch-owned compa-
nies, has been named the CEo and 
publisher of the Washington Post.

as chief executive of dow Jones 
and publisher of the Wall street 
Journal from 2014 to 2020, Lewis 
was credited with increasing the 
Journal’s digital subscriber base.

In an email to staff late satur-
day, Post owner Jeff Bezos cited 
Lewis’s background as both a 
journalist and executive in mak-

ing him a “strong fit” for 
the job.

“as I’ve gotten to know 
Will, I’ve been drawn to 
his love of journalism and 
passion for driving finan-
cial success,” Bezos wrote. 
“Will embodies the tenac-
ity, energy and vision 
needed for this role. he 
believes that together we will 
build the right future for the Post. 
I agree.”

after leaving dow 
Jones, the 54-year-old 
London native co-found-
ed the News Movement, 
which focuses on deliver-
ing nonpartisan news to 
younger audiences on 
tiktok, Instagram, You-
tube and other social 
platforms.

Before that, he had a long ca-
reer in England, working first as a 

sEE PubLiSHeR oN A17

William Lewis named publisher, CEO of The  Post 

Lewis

Former Dow Jones, 
Wall Street Journal exec 
is touted as ‘strong fit’
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The 2024 election
is now just a year
away, an election
that many people
see as the most
consequential of
any in their
lifetime. Yet 2023
has provided few
genuine clues
about the road

ahead. It is as if an unhappy
country has been stumbling in
place for much of the year,
marking time ahead of the
showdown.

Big events have dominated
this year, any one of which
might have been expected to
affect the political landscape
heading into a presidential
election year. Former president
Donald Trump was indicted four
times in four jurisdictions and
faces trials involving 91 felony
counts, the first former
president ever so charged.
House Republicans needed 15
ballots to elect Rep. Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.) as speaker
in January, tossed him out nine
months later and then took
weeks to settle on little-known
Rep. Mike Johnson (R-La.) as the
new speaker. A mass killing in
Maine left 18 dead, the latest act
of carnage that has become
frighteningly commonplace.

Internationally, gruesome
attacks on Israeli citizens by
Hamas terrorists on Oct. 7
triggered sympathy and support
for Israel and a new war in the
Middle East that is now
resulting in thousands of
civilian casualties among
Palestinians. Those deaths have
prompted a call from President
Biden for a humanitarian pause
and calls from others for a cease-
fire, which Israel is resisting.
Ukraine’s war to repel the
Russian invasion has ground
ahead slowly all year. As the
Biden administration deals with
these two hot wars, it continues
to work to recalibrate U.S.
relations with an adversarial
China in a new cold war.

Big events sometimes change
politics. Yet today, the contours
of the 2024 presidential election
remain largely as they were
early in the year. President
Biden’s approval ratings have
barely moved. Some economic
statistics are strong, but many

voters feel the pinch of higher
gas and grocery prices.
Republicans have failed to purge
election denialism from their
ranks. Trump’s rhetoric is
nastier and smaller than ever.

A rematch between Biden and
Trump remains the likeliest
scenario for next year’s general
election — a prospect that
excites few Americans. Neither
man appears to have the upper
hand at this point.

The Republicans challenging
Trump for their party’s
nomination have made no
progress in peeling away his
supporters. Florida Gov. Ron
DeSantis, someone who seemed
at the beginning of the year to
have the potential, has instead
gone backward.

The electorate is narrowly
and deeply divided. As a result,
U.S. politics are anything but
stable. For nearly two decades,
voters have produced one
change election after another.
The House changed hands in
2006, 2010, 2018 and 2022. The
Senate changed hands in 2014
and 2020. The White House
changed hands in 2008, 2016
and 2020.

Will 2024 continue the
pattern? Given the narrow
margins that exist in both
chambers, the Senate (now in
Democratic hands) and the
House (now in Republican
hands) could shift again next
year. As could the occupant of
the White House.

Political volatility has
produced legislative stasis in
Congress this year. The previous
Congress enacted several
significant pieces of legislation
— bills dealing with
infrastructure, the pandemic,
semiconductor chips, climate.
This Congress has done little
other than necessary action to
prevent a default by the U.S.
government after tense
negotiations led to an increase
in the government’s borrowing
power.

The year isn’t over, and much
remains for Congress to do. The
House and Senate must pass
legislation to keep the
government running; failure to
do so in the next two weeks
would bring a shutdown. It was
this issue that brought down
McCarthy, after he cut a deal

An unsettled country prepares for a 2024 election showdown
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President Biden during his walk to Marine One on the South Lawn of theWhite House on Nov. 1.
Heading into an election year, President Biden faces an electorate that is deeply and narrowly divided.

Dan Balz
The Sunday
Take

corrections

l An article about the TV show
“Lawmen: Bass Reeves” in today’s
Arts & Style section, whichwas
printed in advance, incorrectly
says that the series “Yellowstone”
streams onParamount Plus. It
airs on the ParamountNetwork.

l TheNov. 4 Sports section
incorrectly included a 2022
article about the Breeders’ Cup
horse races. Coverage of this
year’s event is available at
wapo.st/breeders-cup.

The Washington Post is committed to
correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in
contacting the paper for that purpose
can:

email: corrections@washpost.com.

call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be
connected to the desk involved —
National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports,
business or any of the weekly sections.
Comments can be directed to The
Post’s reader advocate, who can be
reached at 202-334-7582 or
readers@washpost.com.

with Democrats.
As significant, Congress must

address the request by Biden for
more than $100 billion to
provide military assistance for
Israel and Ukraine,
humanitarian assistance in the
Middle East, funding for
security at the U.S.-Mexican
border and aid to Taiwan in the
face of threats from China.

The new speaker will have
difficult decisions on these
issues as he attempts to satisfy
hard-right members of his
conference (of which he is one)
while finding a path to a
compromise that can clear both
House and Senate. His opening
bid — $14 billion in aid to Israel
tied to equivalent cuts in
funding for the Internal
Revenue Service — is going
nowhere in the Senate and
Biden has said he would veto it.
Even if that gets resolved,
Johnson must decide what to do
about support for Ukraine, a top
priority to his Senate
counterpart, Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.).

House Republicans will carry
the effectiveness, or lack thereof,
of the new speaker into the next
election. But so too will they
carry the reality that many of
them cannot admit that Biden
won the election legitimately
and that Trump is wrong when
he claims otherwise. Johnson
was a leader in efforts after the
2020 election to advance
Trump’s lies about a stolen
election.

The issue is a major fracture
in the party and one that
Democrats plan to make central

in the 2024 election. Rep. Ken
Buck (R-Colo.), a member of the
Freedom Caucus who has been a
fiscal hawk since arriving in
Congress, gave the issue higher
prominence after he announced
Wednesday that he will not run
for reelection next year. He cited
his frustration with a
Republican Party that is rife
with members who buy into
election denialism and are not
willing to condemn the Jan. 6,
2021, attack on the Capitol by
Trump loyalists.

The other action coming
before the end of the year that
could bear on 2024 will take
place in several elections on
Tuesday. They will be looked at
for clues to next year, though the
value of these off-year elections
as predictors is spotty.

In Kentucky, which is reliably
Republican in presidential races,
Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear
is trying to prevail over GOP
attorney general Daniel
Cameron. In Mississippi,
another reliable Republican
state, Republican Gov. Tate
Reeves, plagued by scandal in
his term, is looking to fend off a
challenge from Democrat
Brandon Presley.

Elections in two other states
probably will draw more
attention for those interested in
2024. In Virginia, all 140 seats in
the state House and Senate are
up on Tuesday. Democrats
control the Senate; Republicans
control the House.

Republican Gov. Glenn
Youngkin has campaigned
aggressively with the hope of
taking full control to enact his

agenda. A big Republican
victory would worry Democrats
about next year and will stoke
talk of a late entry by Youngkin
into the presidential race,
though the procedural obstacles
are significant, and Trump’s
dominance is likely to be
intimidating.

The election that could be the
most watched is in Ohio. No
candidates are involved. This is
a referendum that, if approved
by a majority of voters, would
put abortion rights into the state
constitution. A test run on the
issue in August showed support
for the referendum.

Ohio will provide the latest
indication of whether
opposition to the Supreme
Court’s 2022 decision
overturning Roe v. Wade and
efforts by antiabortion
advocates to enact restrictions
in the states and perhaps
nationally remains a potent
motivator for voters who
support abortion rights.
Abortion rights advocates expect
a victory on Tuesday, continuing
a string of successes when the
issue has been put directly to
voters in other states.

Politics is often small and
petty. Witness the detour the
Republican presidential race has
taken ahead of Tuesday’s debate
in Miami into questions of
whether DeSantis wears lifts in
his boots and DeSantis’s taunt to
Trump involving the former
president’s privates. Yet for all
the discouragement and
distractions, voters know that
the year ahead will be about
some of the biggest of big issues.

brANdoN bell/GeTTy IMAGeS

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Trendsetter
Engineering on Nov. 2 in Houston, his second stop in Texas since earlier this year.

STeve Helber/AP

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin gestures during an early voting rally, Sept. 21 in Petersburg, Va.
Conjecture that Youngkin might make a late entry into the 2024 presidential race has only grown.
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“I have my skepticisms about 
whether these courtroom-camera 
efforts can prevail, but it is also 
unquestionably the case that the 
argument for cameras here is at its 
all-time strongest,” University of 
Utah law professor RonNell An-
dersen Jones said in an email, 
adding, “It is hard to imagine any 
case or any defendant in the whole 
history of our federal courts that is 
as central to the public interest as 
this one.”

Jones said traditional concerns 
about creating a “circus atmos-
phere” or causing problems for 
witnesses or defendants can be 
addressed by limiting access to 
one camera or releasing footage 
after court approval. “Audio 
streaming,” she said, “although it 
would rob the audience of the key 
visual cues and still give rise to 
misinformation-laden disputes 
about interpretation, would be 
another option that would at least 
give the general public more con-
crete information about what is 
happening.”

Trump has pleaded not guilty to 
an Aug. 1 indictment accusing him 
of a criminal conspiracy to remain 
in office, obstruct Congress’s law-
ful certification of Joe Biden’s vic-
tory and deprive Americans of 
their civil right to have their votes 
counted.

The case is one of four felony 
prosecutions launched this year 
against Trump. They include simi-

lar allegations by Georgia officials 
of trying to obstruct that state’s 
election results. He also has been 
federally indicted in Florida over 
his alleged retention and mishan-
dling of classified documents and 
obstruction after leaving the 
White House, and is accused in 
New York state of business fraud 
and covering up a hush money 
payment made during the 2016 
election campaign.

Trump’s federal cases both fall 
under the rule barring televised 
courtroom proceedings. New York 
state courts have a similar ban, 
although acting New York Su-
preme Court justice Juan M. Mer-
chan permitted photographers to 
record still images before Trump’s 
arraignment in April, over 
Trump’s objections. By contrast, 
the Georgia court is expected to 
permit telecasting of Trump’s tri-
al, and it streams all hearings on 
the court’s YouTube channel and 
permits a “pooled” news televi-
sion camera in the courtroom.

The news media coalition 
pointed out that Trump’s Senate 
impeachment trial after the Jan. 6, 
2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol 
and hearings of the House select 
committee that investigated 
events surrounding the rioting 
were both nationally televised, 
drawing opening-day television 
audiences averaging more than 
11 million and 20 million, respec-
tively, not counting online view-

BY SPENCER S. HSU 
AND TOM JACKMAN

The Justice Department for-
mally urged a federal judge Friday 
to reject calls by news organiza-
tions and by former president 
Donald Trump’s defense to allow 
live television coverage of his fed-
eral trial in March on charges of 
illegally conspiring to subvert the 
results of the 2020 election, join-
ing a potentially historic legal bat-
tle over public access to the federal 
courts.

Last month, lawyers for a coali-
tion of news organizations includ-
ing The Washington Post and for 
the corporate parent of NBC News 
filed two petitions in Washington 
asking U.S. District Judge Tanya S. 
Chutkan to make an exception to 
the long-standing rule barring 
cameras from federal courtrooms 
for Trump’s case and to permit the 
televising, recording, or same-day 
release of video and audio record-
ings of his trial.

“Since the founding of our Na-
tion, we have never had a criminal 
case where securing the public’s 
confidence will be more impor-
tant than with United States v. 
Donald J. Trump,” attorneys for 
the 20-member news coalition 
wrote in an Oct. 5 application. 
They asserted that the trial of a 
former president and presump-
tive 2024 presidential nominee on 
charges of obstructing the most 
recent election “presents the 
strongest possible circumstances 
for continuous public oversight of 
the justice system.”

In a separate sworn statement 
supporting NBC’s request, Rebec-
ca Blumenstein, the president of 
editorial for NBC News, urged the 
video recording of Trump’s pro-
ceedings for posterity, saying, “It 
would be a great loss if future 
generations of Americans were 
forever deprived of being able to 
access and view the events of this 
trial even years after the verdict, 
which would immeasurably im-
prove the ability of future journal-
ists and historians to retell accu-
rately and meaningfully analyze 
this unique chapter of American 
history.”

Trump defense attorney John 

Lauro repeatedly called for the 
election subversion case to be tele-
vised before and after Trump’s 
indictment, adding in a Fox News 
interview, “and I would hope the 
Department of Justice would join 
in that effort so that we take the 
curtain away and all Americans 
get to see what’s happening.”

Ordered by Chutkan to respond 
by Friday, prosecutors with special 
counsel Jack Smith said that the 
court’s hands were tied, arguing 
that the media applicants’ propos-
al “is clearly foreclosed under Rule 
53 of the Federal Rules of Criminal 
Procedure,” which prohibits “the 
broadcasting of judicial proceed-
ings from the courtroom.”

Courts have long upheld the 
rule’s constitutionality, and the 
federal judiciary reaffirmed the 
policy in criminal cases as recently 
as September, assistant special 
counsels James I. Pearce and John 
M. Pellettieri wrote in an 18-page 
filing for the Justice Department, 
adding, “Whatever policy the Ap-
plicants believe supports their re-
quested relief is not properly di-
rected to the Court. … This Court 
should deny the Applications.”

Since the dawn of the television 
age, federal courts have prohibit-
ed cameras in the courtroom, 
wary of feeding what the Supreme 
Court called in a landmark 1966 
decision a “carnival atmosphere” 
of publicity that could intimidate 
witnesses, sway jurors, prompt 
grandstanding by attorneys or 
judges or deprive criminal defen-
dants of their due process rights. 
That fear was exacerbated nearly 
three decades ago by the nine-
month televised criminal trial and 
acquittal of retired football star 
O.J. Simpson on state murder 
charges in California.

But leaps in technology, the re-
cent coronavirus pandemic emer-
gency and increasing experimen-
tation by federal courts with live 
or recorded streaming of oral ar-
guments have led some lawmak-
ers and advocates to ask whether 
Trump’s case might mark a fresh 
tipping point in the debate, or at 
least provide the impetus for in-
cremental changes such as the 
archiving of video or the prompt 
release of audio recordings.

ers.
A legal team led by Charles D. 

Tobin, of the Ballard Spahr law 
firm, argued in a letter to the 
federal judiciary that with Trump 
himself campaigning for the pres-
idency by claiming that his crimi-
nal prosecutions are “election in-
terference” by prosecutors, allow-
ing the public to see for itself 
would alleviate, not intensify, 
challenges to the legitimacy of the 
rule of law.

“If Americans do not have con-
fidence that Mr. Trump is being 
treated fairly by the justice sys-
tem, there is a very real chance 
they will reject the verdict (what-
ever it is) and that their faith in 
democracy and our institutions 
will be further diminished,” Tobin 
and attorney Leita Walker wrote. 
“Recent and painful events in our 
Nation’s Capital show that, taken 
to an extreme, this sort of doubt 
and cynicism can lead to violence.”

Trump and the news media are 
not alone in seeking to speed 
change in the federal judiciary. 
Dozens of Democratic lawmakers 
and a spokesperson for the Repub-
lican-led House Judiciary Com-
mittee have said they support 
cameras in court in the “limited 
but extraordinary circumstance” 
of Trump’s election obstruction 
case, and the full House has voted 
in the past for such changes.

A bipartisan group of senators 
also introduced legislation this 
year before Trump’s federal indict-
ments to grant federal judges dis-
cretion to allow cameras while 
protecting the identities of wit-
nesses and jurors.

“If the public is to fully accept 
the outcome, it will be vitally im-
portant for it to witness, as direct-
ly as possible, how the trials are 
conducted, the strength of the evi-
dence adduced and the credibility 
of witnesses,” Rep. Adam B. Schiff 
(D-Calif.) wrote to the federal judi-
ciary in August in regard to 
Trump’s case.

The pandemic did usher in rev-
olutionary changes in federal and 
state courts, which were com-
pelled to adopt live-streaming be-
cause of pandemic restrictions on 
indoor gatherings that affected ju-
rors, attorneys, court staffers and 

the public. The Supreme Court 
began live-streaming audio of oral 
arguments, and all federal appel-
late courts, including the one in 
D.C., make audio of oral argu-
ments available online.

Under since-expired federal 
pandemic emergency legislation, 
U.S. trial courts around the coun-
try also allowed federal criminal 
proceedings to take place by video 
or audio conferencing, with many 
allowing the public to access the 
proceedings by phone or online.

In a milestone proceeding, the 
televised state trial of former Min-
neapolis police officer Derek 
Chauvin, who was found guilty of 
murder and manslaughter in the 
death of George Floyd, won praise 
from many past critics of the ex-
clusionary practice. The Minne-
sota Supreme Court afterward 
granted all district courts in that 
state broad discretion to allow 
video coverage of most criminal 
trials.

The federal district court in 
Washington, no stranger to high-
profile cases, for nearly two dec-
ades has offered live closed-circuit 
transmission of video taken from 
the courthouse’s own cameras to 
nearby overflow rooms used by 
the public and media to permit 
electronic note-taking and live 
written and online reporting — 
but not recording or rebroadcast 
— showing that changes are possi-
ble. Still, advocates face an uphill 
fight.

On Oct. 26, a rulemaking panel 
of the national policymaking body 
for the federal courts denied the 
request by media coalition law-
yers to exempt Trump’s case from 
Rule 53. An advisory panel to the 
Federal Judicial Conference found 
it has no authority to grant excep-
tions to clear-cut rules, as first 
reported by Politico.

But the panel agreed to create a 
subcommittee to consider a future 
rule change that would allow ex-
ceptions in extraordinary cases or 
at a judge’s discretion. Changing a 
rule under a process set by federal 
law generally takes three years 
and requires public comment and 
the approval of the panel, the full 
conference of federal judges, the 
U.S. Supreme Court and Congress.

Trump and media want a televised trial in D.C. Prosecutors do not.
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names on the 2014 list and said it
concluded that 47 percentwere
militants. Yossi Kuperwasser, a
retired Israeli brigadier general
affiliatedwith the center, said the
center has no plans to analyze the
names released in the current
conflict, because of a lack of
resources.
Whatever the percentage of

combatants, therewas little
disagreement about the number
of Palestinians killed in the 2014
war. TheGazaHealthMinistry
said 2,310, OCHA said 2,251, and
Israel’s ForeignMinistry said
2,125.

Howthehospital-blast deaths
were reported
Around 7 p.m. local time on

Oct. 17, an explosion occurred at
al-Ahli Hospital. About an hour
and a half later, theGazaHealth
Ministry reported on its Facebook
page that Israel had targeted the
hospital. The source of the
explosion remains unclear. A
Washington Post visual
investigation found that the
damagewas not consistentwith
an airstrike and probably not
consistentwith an artillery shell,
but reporters could not
conclusively determine the cause.
Israel has denied responsibility
and blamed an errant Palestinian
rocket.
An hour after the blast, the

ministry saidmost of the dead
werewomen and children.
Subsequent posts referred to a
“massacre,” but it was not until

Oct. 17.
And for each day,more

children than adults were listed
as killed. On virtually all days—
with the notable exception of Oct.
17, the day of the hospital incident
—moremales than femaleswere
reported as killed.
In its death counts, the

ministrymakes no distinction
between the deaths of civilians
and combatants. Neither does it
list whether a personwas killed
because a Palestinian rocket
aimed at Israel fell short of its
target and crashed into a
populated area of Gaza. The
ministry lists only aggregate
totals.
OCHA,when it does its own

post-conflict reports, seeks to
determine the percentage of
combatants. After a 2012 clash,
for instance, OCHAdetermined
therewere 2,133 deaths inGaza,
of which 644, or 30 percent, were
combatants.
In 2014, theNewYork Times

analyzed 1,431 names listed by the
ministry as being killed in awar
with Israel that year. The
newspaper found that the
populationmost likely to be
militants,men ages 20 to 29, was
themost overrepresented in the
death toll. That population
represented 9 percent of Gaza’s
residents but 34 percent of those
killed.
TheMeir Amit Intelligence and

Terrorism Information Center, an
Israeli organization, released a
detailed report on the first 152

conducting its own investigation.
“Past experience indicated that
tolls were reportedwith high
accuracy,” anOCHAofficial told
The Fact Checker.
Medhat Abbas, theGaza

HealthMinistry’s director
general, said in an interview that
hewas so disturbed by Biden’s
comment that he ordered his staff
to release a 212-page document
with the name of every victim
identified so far— including age,
sex and identity number. The list
included almost 7,000 names.
With any numbers, there are

caveats. Questions also have been
raised about theministry’s
statistics after a still-murky
incident at al-Ahli Hospital was
said to have killed nearly 500
people. So let’s explorewhether
Biden’s opinion of the statistics
has a factual basis.

HowtheGazaHealth
Ministry collects data
Abbas said theministry

primarily relies on death
certificates fromhospitals and
morgues in compiling its daily
counts of the number of dead in
the conflict, which is then
collected in a computerized
system. In the document released
after Biden’s comment, which
was current throughOct. 25, the
deadliest daywasOct. 24, when
756 peoplewere reported killed,
followed byOct. 23, when 704
were reported killed, andOct. 17,
when 678were reported killed.
The hospital incident took place

death toll,” he said.
An Israeli strike Tuesday on

Gaza’s Jabalya refugee camp
killed orwounded 400, the
ministry initially said, amore
cautious statement than after the
hospital incident.
TheWhiteHouse did not

provide an on-the-record
comment.When asked about
Biden’s comment, State
Department spokesmanMatthew
Miller said, “We don’t have any
way tomake an accurate
assessment of our own about the
number of civilianswho have
died inGaza. There is not an
independent body that’s
operating inGaza that can
provide an accurate number. But
we do have skepticism about
everything thatHamas says.”
WhiteHouse national security

spokesman JohnKirby told
reporters Tuesday that “we
certainly are not taking the
Ministry ofHealth’s numbers at
face value,” but “we are convinced
that there have beenmany
thousands of civilian deaths in
Gaza thus far in the conflict.”

TheBottomLine
The president appeared to

show excessive skepticismwhen
he commented that he had “no
confidence” in theHealth
Ministry’s figures and that he
“had no notion that the
Palestinians are telling the truth”
about the death toll. TheGaza
HealthMinistry has had a pretty
good track recordwith its death
estimates over the years,
notwithstanding that it is part of
theHamas-run government, and
Biden is in a position to know
that.
The initial reports on the

hospital strike attributed to the
ministry do give pause, however.
Two hours is too soon to count
500 casualties, even if not all are
dead—and one could be
skeptical about the fact that the
final count came so close to the
initial estimate. But Bidenwas
not asked about the hospital
strike; hewas asked about the
aggregate number, which then
stood at 6,000. Aweek later, the
reported figure had risen by
2,000.With the numbers so large,
whether a particular incident
killed 300 people or 500 people
seems less relevant.
The president could have

noted that on the basis of
previous Israel-Hamaswars,
about one-third of deathswere
likely to be combatants. But he
swept all the numbers away as
not credible. That’s his opinion—
but it is remarkably uninformed
by history and precedent.

the next day, about 23 hours after
the explosion, that theministry
posted an official count of 471
dead.
But almost immediately after

the attack—about two hours—
news organizations began to
report that aministry spokesman
had said 500 peoplewere killed.
The speedwithwhich the
estimatewas produced called
into question its accuracy.
Yet the very first reports in

Arabic thatwere attributed to a
HealthMinistry spokesman
referred to 500 “victims,” using an
Arabicword suggesting
casualties, which could include
those injured. Confusingly,
another post referred to “500
victims falling,” which could
mean dead. At almost the same
time, Al Jazeera quoted aGaza
civil defense spokesman as saying
300 peoplewere killed, also
suggesting the death toll was not
as high as 500.
But about the same time, an

unnamedministry spokesman
was quoted byAl Jazeera and
Reuters in English as saying 500
peoplewere killed. The
PalestinianMinistry of Foreign
Affairs, based inRamallah in the
West Bank and not associated
withHamas, appeared tomake it
official with its own post: “Israeli
warplanes bombedAl-Ahli Arab
hospital (BaptistHospital) in the
center of Gaza City, resulting in
themartyrdomof 500
Palestinians, including children
andwomen.”
The news reports sparked

demonstrations across the Arab
world and in other countries. But
when dawnbroke and clear
images of the explosion sitewere
visible, the damage appeared less
extensive than imagined. U.S.
intelligence sources said that the
death toll was “probably at the
low end of the 100-to-300
spectrum.”
Abbas, theministry director,

said he sawmany estimates the
night of Oct. 17, including one that
said 800 dead and another one
claiming asmany as 1,300 dead.
“At the end of the day, the death
certificates totaled 471,” he said—
anumber that happened to
closely track the initial reports.
Omar Shakir, the Israel and

Palestine director atHuman
RightsWatch, said that in his
experience, theministry’s
numbers are “generally reliable.”
But hemade a distinction
between estimates given in the
heat of themoment and the
official count that theministry
releases at the end of the day.
“The statementsmust be
distinguished from the aggregate

“I have no notion
that the
Palestinians are
telling the truth
about howmany
people are killed.
I’m sure innocents
have been killed,
and it’s the price of
waging awar.… I
have no confidence
in the number that

the Palestinians are using.”
—PresidentBiden, remarks

at theWhiteHouse,Oct. 25

TheHamas attack on Israel on
Oct. 7 killedmore than 1,400
civilians and soldiers, according
to count by the Israeli prime
minister’s office. Israel’s response
— a bombing campaign and now
amajor ground assault—had
killedmore than 9,400 as of
Sunday, according to a count by
theGazaHealthMinistry, which
is controlled byHamas, amilitant
group designated a terrorist
organization by theU.S. State
Department.
In anywar, statistics on deaths

are fuzzy and subject to change.
Almost amonth after theHamas
attack, the precise number of
dead from that incursion is
unclear, as 200 bodies remain
unidentified. As of Thursday,
Israel’s Haaretz newspaper had
published the names of 1,087
verified dead (719 civilians and
the rest soldiers, police personnel
and rescue serviceworkers), with
names being added daily.
The daily death count released

by theGazaHealthMinistry has
helped stir protests around the
world, as the total has quickly
exceeded the number of dead
suffered by Israel. The Israel
Defense Forces said it conducted
more than 11,000 airstrikes in the
Gaza Strip, a seaside area that is
only twice the size of D.C. and has
a population ofmore than
2million.
At anOct. 25WhiteHouse

news conference, a reporter
began a question to Biden by
noting that “theHamas-
controlledGazaHealthMinistry
says Israeli forces have killed over
6,000 Palestinians, including
2,700 children.”
Biden’s dismissal of the

ministry’s statistics— that he had
“no confidence” in them—was
striking. The StateDepartment
has regularly citedministry
statistics without caveats in its
annual human rights reports. The
U.N. Office for the Coordination
ofHumanitarianAffairs (OCHA),
which tracks deaths in the
conflict, has found theministry’s
numbers to be reliable after

Biden’s questionable dismissal of the reported Palestinian death toll

The Fact
Checker
Glenn
Kessler
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Relatives mourn people killed in a military strike Oct. 22 in Deir al-Balah in the central Gaza Strip. A
U.N. agency that tracks deaths in the conflict has found the Gaza Health Ministry’s numbers reliable.

BY MARISA IATI

President Biden was speaking
at a campaign event inMinneapo-
lis a few days ago when a rabbi
stood up and yelled that Biden
needed to back a cease-fire in the
Middle East.
Bidenreplied thathesupportsa

pause in the fighting between
Israel and Hamas until more
Hamas-held hostages can be re-
leased. Security officers then es-
corted the heckler out as she sang
“cease-fire now” while others in
the audience chanted, “Fourmore
years.”
Biden told the crowd that he

understood that the conflict was
emotional for many. “This is in-
credibly complicated for the
Israelis,” he said. “It’s incredibly
complicated for the Muslim
world, aswell.”
The rare heckling of the presi-

dent at a Democratic fundraiser
encapsulated an impassioned di-
vision that is setting party mem-
bers against one another more
bitterly thananyother issuehas in
recent memory. These raw emo-
tions, focused on Israel’s conduct
in the aftermath of the Oct. 7
Hamas attacks inside Israel,
threaten to inflame disputes
among Democrats for years to
come,ata timewhenthepartyhad
otherwise maintained a notable
unity in the face of Republican
disarray.
Andthecollision is increasingly

erupting inpublic, creatingaspec-
tacle of division.
WhenBidenrecentlyaddressed

an LGBTQ+ group, an audience
member interrupted by shouting,
“Let Gaza live! Cease-fire now!”
WhenVicePresidentHarris spoke
atNorthernArizonaUniversity on
Oct. 17, a student pressed her
about “crimes committed against
those in Palestine.” At the first
campaign event for Rep. Dean
Phillips (D-Minn.),who is running
a long-shot race for president,
Phillips found himself in a heated
back-and-forth over Israelwith an
attendee, whowas removed.
At town halls and pro-Israel

rallies, crowd members boo and
shout. Late Friday, Rep. Rashida
Tlaib (D-Mich.) accused Biden of

supporting the “genocide” of Pal-
estinians, adding that Americans
will remember his actions when
he faces reelection in 2024. A
Jewish Democratic group, on the
other hand, is running ads against
Tlaib, an American of Palestinian
descent and outspoken advocate
for Palestinians.
After nine House Democrats

voted against a resolution con-
demning Hamas, Rep. Josh
Gottheimer (D-N.J.) wrote on X,
formerly known as Twitter, that
they “are despicable and do not
speak for our party.” Rep. André
Carson (D-Ind.), among those op-
posing the measure, retorted on
CNNthenext day thatGottheimer
wasa“coward”anda“punk.” “Ifhe
wants to play some kind of tough
guy or gangster, we can handle it
like gentlemen, or we can get into
something else,” Carson said.
Gottheimer said in a statement

that he would be happy to have a
discussion with his colleagues.
“I’ll sit downwithMr. Carson any-
time to talk about how we can
bring the hostages home, includ-
ing all Americans, provide im-
mediate humanitarian aid to Pal-
estinian civilians being used as
human shields, and crush Hamas
and all terrorists seeking to do us
harm,” he said.
While most elected Democrats

remain strongly supportive of
Israel, a Gallup poll published in
March found that more of the
party’s voters said their sympa-
thies lay more with the
Palestinians thanwiththeIsraelis.
Israel’s current attacks in Gaza

appear to be bolstering that senti-
ment. On Friday, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu re-
jected pleas from the United
States for a bombing pause, while
an Israeli strike on an ambulance
killed 15 people, according to the
GazaHealthMinistry.
Other issuespreviouslyhaveex-

posed divisions between liberal
and moderate Democrats. Liber-
alsarguedafter the2010signingof
the Affordable Care Act that it did
not go far enough, for example,
and tens of thousands of people
protested economic inequality
during the Occupy Wall Street
movement in 2011.

The party’s factions had
reached something of an informal
truce in recent years, as Biden
pushed through liberal legislation
and Democrats unified against
former president Donald Trump,
but theschismover Israel’sattacks
in Gaza — and how the United
States should respond — has
brought the dispute to a new level
of ferocity. The long-running con-
flict between Israel and
Palestinians is deeply personal for
many Americans, especially those
with Jewish or Arab roots, and
outbreaks of antisemitism and Is-
lamophobia in the United States
have brought emotions to a boil.
The split has become increas-

ingly apparent in recent weeks as
officials and voters spar over the
United States’ approach to the
conflict,which theBidenadminis-
tration fears could spiral into a
broaderwar.More than 1,400peo-
ple were killed in Hamas’s Oct. 7
rampage in Israel, according to
Israeli officials. The Gaza Health
Ministry says more than 9,000
people have been killed in the
Israeli offensive in Gaza since
then.
Demonstrators have been ar-

rested outside the White House.
Government officials and staff
members have resigned. Rep.
Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) in

mid-October reposted a cartoon
posted by Yanis Varoufakis, a for-
mer Greek finance minister, on X
that shows Biden telling Netanya-
hu, “We support Israel’s right to
defend itselfwithanywarcrimeof
its choice.”
After Gottheimer criticized

Omar and other Democrats who
voted against the resolution to
condemn Hamas, he softened his
tone.
“Right now, many people are

hurting, and it’s more important
than ever for us to talk to each
other,” he wrote on X. “Moving
forward, that is my commitment
to all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle.”
The dissent has been particu-

larly pronounced among younger
liberals and in Arab and Muslim
communities, and that is likely to
escalate as Congress continues to
debate Biden’s request to send
Israel about $14 billion of aid. The
Republican-controlled House
passed a bill Thursday tying the
aid for Israel to cuts to the Internal
Revenue Service, a measure the
Senate says it will not take up and
that Biden has said hewould veto.
Former congressman Steve

Israel (D-N.Y.) said that although
the division among Democrats is
real, it is not insurmountable. He
urged the Biden administration

not tomakenational securitydeci-
sions on the basis of electoral con-
siderations as a presidential elec-
tion year approaches.
“You can’t give Hamas a break

in Gaza because you’re concerned
about voter turnout in Brooklyn,”
Israel said in an interview.
Some elected Democrats have

tried to remind one another that
they hold common values. The
WhiteHouse has emphasized that
Biden is pushing for humanitari-
an aid to Gaza and has called for
pauses in the fighting, even as he
believes Israel has a right to de-
fend itself. The president also has
repeatedlydrawnadistinctionbe-
tween Hamas militants and
Palestinian civilians.
Rep. Jamie B. Raskin (D-Md.)

pushed Israel to seek to protect
civilians in Gaza while waging a
“just war” of self-defense. Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
(D-N.Y.), who has called for a
cease-fire, said familymembers of
hostages have told her they sup-
port both innocent Israelis and
Palestinians who are in harm’s
way.
“Ibelievedeeply that themajor-

ity of people of all kinds do not
want to seeGaza leveled and inno-
cents killed, & that they feel and
hold the pain of Israeli families
destroyed,” Ocasio-Cortez wrote
onX.
Sen. ChrisMurphy (D-Conn.), a

staunch supporter of Israel and a
member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, issued a
statement Thursday supporting
Israel’s right to defend itself—but
also saying itmust change course.
“The current rate of civilian

death inside Gaza is unacceptable
and unsustainable,” Murphy said.
“I urge Israel to immediately re-
consider its approach and shift to
amore deliberate andproportion-
ate counterterrorism campaign,
surgically targeting Hamas and
IslamicJihad leadersand terrorist
infrastructure while more highly
prioritizing the safety of civilians
in accordance with the law of
armed conflict.”
As thewar unfolds, the division

may be harder to bridge.
Some Democrats calling for a

cease-fire are newly at risk of fac-

ing primary challenges. Omar,
Rep.CoriBush (D-Mo.) andothers
have drawn Democratic challeng-
ers who cite their criticism of
Israel as amotivating factor.
Tlaib has been a particular

source of angst for some fellow
Democrats. The House briefly en-
tertained a motion to censure her
over her comments on the war
beforevotingto table themeasure.
And the group Democratic
Majority for Israel released a TV
ad on Thursday attacking her for
her positions on the conflict.
Central to someDemocrats’ an-

ger were Tlaib’s remarks blaming
Israelafteranexplosionatahospi-
tal in Gaza last month. While
Hamas initially blamed Israel,
Israel denied responsibility, and
U.S. intelligence officials have
since said they believe the cause
was an errant Palestinian rocket.
Tlaib, however, refused to retract
her statement. “You are on the
right side of history,” she told a
pro-Palestinian rally outside the
U.S. Capitol lastmonth.
At a pro-Israel rally in Boston

lastmonth,Sen.EdwardJ.Markey
(D-Mass.) was booed when he
called for “a de-escalation of the
current violence.” Moments later,
Rep. Jake Auchincloss (D-Mass.)
seemed to contradict his col-
league. “De-escalation isnotpossi-
ble when they are taking hostag-
es,” Auchincloss said to cheers.
“And Israel did not ask America to
de-escalate on Sept. 12, 2001.”
The confrontation at Phillips’s

campaign event began with a 23-
year-old Democrat standing up to
ask Phillips to call for a cease-fire.
Phillips responded by asking her
how she feels about “Israeli ba-
bies” and “hostages in Gaza who
were brutally murdered.” He said
he was horrified by seeing
“Palestinians slaughtered”butdid
not answer the voter’s questions
about a cease-fire.
The event in New Hampshire

eventually devolved into a shout-
ingmatch, and an audiencemem-
ber accusedPhillips of gaslighting
thevoterbeforewalkingout.More
people chimed in to accuse Phil-
lips of gaslighting.
Staffers then escorted the voter

out of the townhall.

Divisions over the Israel-Gaza war are tearing the Democratic Party apart

Bill O'leAry/the WAshingtOn POst

Rep. Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.) on Friday night accused President
Biden of supporting a “genocide” of Palestinians.
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BY TIM CRAIG
IN PITTSBURGH

A
s Democrat Sara In-
namorato jumped on a 
table to rally support-
ers at a union hall re-
cently, she cast her 

campaign for Allegheny county 
executive as a precursor to the 
battle for Pennsylvania in next 
year’s critical presidential and 
congressional elections.

“What we do in this election 
sets the groundwork for what we 
are going to do in 2024,” said 
Innamorato, 37, a former state 
representative. “We got to hold 
Sen. [Robert P.] Casey’s seat, and 
we got to hold the White House.”

Innamorato’s Republican op-
ponent, banking executive Joe 
Rockey, also has been storming 
around this county that includes 
Pittsburgh with his own subtle 
references to 2024. Rockey often 
says that he won’t support former 
president Donald Trump for an-
other term as president and that 
his victory would reward a politi-
cian who is trying to shift the 
county — and the Republican Par-
ty nationally — back toward mod-
eration. He casts Innamorato, un-
til 2019 affiliated with the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America (DSA), 
as too extreme.

“I stand here representing the 
middle, and my view that the 
middle is the true view of Alleghe-
ny County,” Rockey, 58, said as he 
campaigned at the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater Pittsburgh. “We 
have an opportunity in this elec-
tion to put leadership in charge 
that will solve the problems of 
Allegheny County and do it in a 
centrist manner.”

With high-profile races this fall 
largely limited to campaigns for 
governor in Kentucky and Missis-
sippi and the fight for control of 
the Virginia legislature, the little-
noticed Allegheny county execu-
tive contest has emerged as a 
barometer of the national mood. 
It will help gauge how far to the 
left Pittsburgh-area voters have 
moved in recent years, or whether 
a backlash to Democratic rule is 
building in an urban area like 
those that will be key to the party’s 
2024 success. The contest will also 
cement which party controls the 
local elections board next year in a 
state where losing Republicans 
sought to overturn the 2020 re-
sults.

If Rockey wins, the elections 
board would have a 2-1 Republi-
can majority. One of the members 
is Samuel DeMarco III, a Rockey 
supporter, county council mem-
ber and chair of the local GOP, 
who signed up to be a false elector 
for then-President Donald Trump 
amid Republican efforts to seize 
the 2020 victory from Joe Biden.

An Innamorato victory would 
affirm a Democratic majority on 
the board. Both candidates insist 
they would govern the board fair-
ly, but suggest the other would 
side with partisans to benefit 
their party.

County elections boards in 
Pennsylvania have broad power 
to determine the printing and 
distribution of mail ballots, access 
to drop boxes and the counting of 
provisional ballots. In the 2020 
presidential election, it was ballot 
counting in Allegheny County 
that pushed Biden ahead in Penn-
sylvania, enabling television net-
works to declare he had won the 
White House.

“These boards have a signifi-
cant amount of power,” said Irwin 
W. Aronson, a Harrisburg-based 
elections attorney who added that 
board actions once seen as be-
nign, such as installing drop box-
es, have become partisan flash 
points.

About 1.2 million people live 
either in Pittsburgh or the middle-
class suburbs and small manufac-
turing towns that surround it in 
Allegheny County. The state is a 
perennial battleground — and 
will be in 2024, with 19 electoral 
votes for the presidential winner.

In 2020, Biden won Pennsylva-
nia by 82,000 votes after turning 
out historic numbers of Demo-
crats. Biden received 59 percent of 
the vote in Allegheny County, the 
best showing for a Democratic 
presidential campaign in 32 
years. In the 2022 U.S. Senate race, 
John Fetterman (D) received 63 
percent of the vote in his home 
county of Allegheny, en route to a 
statewide win.

“But Allegheny County has nev-
er been as blue as Philadelphia,” 
said Chris W. Bonneau, a political 
science professor at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh. “So much de-
pends on the candidates.”

Although Democrats hold a 
253,000-person voter registration 
advantage over Republicans,  
 Allegheny County occasionally 
elects Republicans to countywide 
office. Allegheny’s first county ex-
ecutive under its current form of 
government, Republican James 
Roddey, served from 2000 to 
2004.

Local and state Republicans 
are spending millions of dollars to 
try to defeat Innamorato, arguing 
that her past DSA affiliation 

makes her unelectable.
“We have the best candidate 

that we could possibly have, and 
we believe they have the weakest 
candidate they could have,” De-
Marco said. “She wants to make 
this county a ‘laboratory for pro-
gressive ideas’ … and I don’t want 
to see it here.”

But state Rep. Dan Miller (D), 
whose district is in Allegheny 
County, believes Democrats will 
turn out for Innamorato because 
they understand the stakes. Miller 
and other Democrats accuse 
Rockey of being supported by 
“MAGA extremists,” a reference to 
Trump loyalists.

Rockey also has refused to take 
a position on abortion, for which 
Democrats have hammered him. 
Although abortions are largely 
regulated by state law, Allegheny 
County has two abortion clinics, 
which increasingly serve women 
who travel from out of state.

“We know the difference be-
tween someone who really shows 

independence, and someone who 
doesn’t,” said Miller, Democratic 
whip in the House. “He speaks out 
of one side of his mouth and says 
he is not Trump, but everything 

about the operation that is fueling 
him, funding him and moving 
him is that MAGA crowd.”

After a career spent working 
for nonprofit agencies, Innamora-

to turned to politics in 2016 as a 
supporter of Democratic presi-
dential candidate Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.).

Shaken by Trump’s ability to 
win Pennsylvania that year, In-
namorato said, she then focused 
on local politics by joining the 
DSA’s Pittsburgh chapter. In an 
interview, Innamorato said she 
was drawn to the socialist group’s 
support for universal health care.

In 2018, Innamorato ran for the 
Pennsylvania House, using her 
DSA affiliation on a campaign 
built around liberal ideas. She 
unseated a five-term conservative 
Democratic incumbent, Dom Cos-
ta, in a district that includes hip, 
gentrifying Pittsburgh neighbor-
hoods and working-class suburbs. 
She stepped down from the seat in 
July to focus on her county execu-
tive race.

Innamorato said she quit the 
DSA in 2019 because she felt the 
organization had lost focus on its 
economic message. Still, Innam-
orato said, elements of the social-
ist philosophy appeal to her.

“I would argue, when you have 
people who can afford a helicop-
ter pad at their home, and then 
you have folks who are simply on 
the streets, that leaves a lot of 
room for the scales to be rebal-
anced,” she said. As to GOP claims 
that she is too liberal for Alleghe-
ny County, Innamorato said she 
remains a “pragmatic progres-
sive.”

“That means, you have to rec-
ognize you can’t be a purist,” said 
Innamorato, adding that she will 
work on mainstream concerns 
like affordable housing, clean air 
and water, and expanded access 
to health care and mental health 
services.

Rockey has focused on public 
safety, homelessness and blight 
that has worsened since the coro-
navirus pandemic began in 2020.

“She is offering Portland-San 
Francisco-esque leadership to Al-
legheny County,” Rockey said in 
an interview. “And that is not what 
we are offering.”

Rockey is emphasizing the 
hardships he endured while 
growing up. He tells voters he was 
only 5 years old when his father — 
an autoworker and “union Demo-

crat” — became ill and could no 
longer work. Rockey said he relied 
on government support for every-
thing from food to braces, and he 
vows to preserve the county’s so-
cial safety net.

“I have experienced people in 
need, because I was a child in 
need,” Rockey said.

An accountant, Rockey joined 
PNC Bank in 1999, eventually ris-
ing to the bank’s chief risk officer. 
Rockey says at his core he’s always 
been a moderate, but refuses to 
say whether he voted for Trump in 
2016 and 2020. He won’t in 2024, 
he said, because Trump “repre-
sents that divisiveness of politics.”

At the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Pittsburgh event, he re-
peatedly praised some of Biden’s 
legislative priorities, including 
the infrastructure bill and a meas-
ure to boost semiconductor man-
ufacturing. But Rockey insists 
this campaign is not about nation-
al issues, which is one reason he 
refuses to discuss his position on 
abortion.

“My personal views on abortion 
are irrelevant,” said Rockey, not-
ing abortion is regulated by the 
state and not individual counties.

Democrats are also trying to 
shift voters’ focus to his funding.

Two political action commit-
tees are spending heavily to sup-
port him. One, Save Allegheny 
County, is running an ad that 
shows Innamorato dancing at a 
street festival and accuses her of 
wanting to “defund the police” 
due to her past association with 
the DSA. The group’s national 
bylaws advocate cutting police 
budgets “annually towards zero,” 
but Innamorato said she does not 
subscribe to that view. The Com-
monwealth Leaders Fund, a 
group heavily funded by Pennsyl-
vania conservative Jeff Yass, gave 
$100,000 to Save Allegheny and 
another $100,000 to another PAC 
supporting Rockey, Middle Path 
Action Fund.

According to Spotlight Pa., an 
investigative state news consor-
tium, Yass also donated more than 
$2 million to Republicans in 
statewide judicial races this year 
— many of which are being fought 
over the issue of abortion rights.

In an interview, Rockey said he 
doesn’t know Yass. Yass referred 
questions to Matt Brouillette, 
treasurer for the Commonwealth 
Leaders Fund, who insisted the 
donations were intended to boost 
Republican turnout for statewide 
judicial candidates, not to sup-
port Rockey.

Rockey also scoffed at sugges-
tions that he would make major 
changes to how Allegheny County 
elections are run ahead of 2024.

“I don’t come in here with a 
belief there has been an issue with 
elections in Allegheny County,” 
Rockey said. “So you wouldn’t 
come into that part of the job with 
a reason to make change.”

With just days to go until Tues-
day’s election, the outcome of this 
race may hinge on whether local 
or national issues are top of minds 
when residents vote. After Blair 
and Lynne Jacobson heard Rock-
ey at the Jewish Federation event, 
the two lifelong Democrats decid-
ed they would vote for him. He 
came across as a moderate, they 
said.

“There are too many people on 
the extremes, on both sides,” said 
Lynne Jacobson, 80. “I think 
someone in the middle can better 
represent a range of people.”

But at Innamorato’s union hall 
event, labor activist Darrin Kelly 
said he was going to do everything 
he could to turn out voters for 
Innamorato. Kelly showed off the 
Allegheny Labor Council’s war 
room, where maps and computers 
were arrayed to help volunteers 
contact about 100,000 union 
members in the county.

This year, the war room was 
working for Innamorato. But the 
effort is also a dry run for the 2024 
presidential race, he said.

“Next year will be the biggest 
election in the history of this 
country, and we know that race 
comes right through Western 
Pennsylvania,” Kelly said.

County executive contest in Pittsburgh 
foreshadows 2024 presidential race

It involves ideological divides and how elections are run, two topics expected to dominate next year

michAel s. williAmsoN/the wAshiNGtoN Post

Allegheny County elections officials in Pittsburgh on Nov. 4, 2020. This week’s vote 
will determine which party will control the elections board next year. 

Al DrAGo/bloomberG News

Campaign signs for Joe Biden and then-President Donald Trump in Pittsburgh ahead 
of the 2020 election. Biden won 59 percent of the vote in Allegheny County.

JustiN merrimAN/bloomberG News

A polling place in Pittsburgh in 2018. Pittsburgh is part of Allegheny County, where Tuesday’s county executive election has emerged as a 
barometer of the national mood a year out from the 2024 presidential contest. 

sAlwAN GeorGes/the wAshiNGtoN Post

ABOVE: Democrat Sara Innamorato, center, tours the Persad Center, which serves the LGBTQ+ 
community in Pittsburgh, with the center’s Sarah Rosso, left, and Innamorato staff member Ronnie 
Lopez in 2019. BELOW: Republican Joe Rockey campaigns in Pittsburgh in October. Innamorato and 
Rockey are running for Allegheny county executive in Tuesday’s election. 

GeNe J. PuskAr/AP
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The majority in a 50-50 Senate 
will be determined by whoever 
holds the vice president’s 
tiebreaking vote in 2025, as was 
the case in 2021-2022 with 
Democrats and Vice President 
Harris.

The Trump effect remains a key 
concern for Senate Republicans, 
after they saw poor candidates 
closely aligned with the ex-
president lose four 2022 races 
that should have been a coin flip, 
at least.

The GOP believes Dave 
McCormick, the runner-up in the 
2022 U.S. Senate primary in 
Pennsylvania, and Tim Sheehy, an 
aerospace chief executive in 
Montana, are those types of 
candidates — and both are super 
rich and can self-finance their 
races.

But in Arizona, Trump-fixated 
Kari Lake is the front-runner, and 
in Ohio, a multicandidate field 
has emerged with the top 
contenders trying to run to the 
right.

Charlie Cook, the unofficial 
godfather of American political 
analysts and the founder of the 
Cook report four decades ago, 
believes Trump, not abortion 
rights, played the biggest role in 
saving Democrats from big losses 
in the 2022 midterms.

From the 2018 midterms to 
2022, Democrats’ vote total 
dropped from about 61 million to 
51 million in all 435 races for the 
House, Cook estimated, with 
Republicans going from 51 
million to 54 million.

The 2018 races provided 
extraordinary liberal anti-Trump 
energy, except in deeply 
conservative states, which helped 
Senate Republicans gain two 
seats as Democrats picked up 
more than 40 and won the House 
majority.

In the 2022 midterms, more-
mainstream Republicans held up 
just fine, or won big, in 
congressional and gubernatorial 
races. If Trump is on the ballot 
again, his presence should 
energize those voters in 
conservative states such as 
Montana but also energize liberal 
voters on the coasts.

That could help shift the 
Senate to Republicans and the 
House to Democrats.

“I don’t think,” Cook said, “the 
two chambers flipping in opposite 
directions is so crazy at all.”

donations to the National 
Republican Congressional 
Committee. That approach has 
produced a median cash on hand 
of $1.4 million for endangered 
Republicans, as of Oct. 1, more 
than triple the cash-on-hand 
median for their Democratic 
challengers, according to 
Wasserman’s analysis.

This is a new focus for 
Republicans, who have spent the 
past several elections relying on a 
dozen or two megadonors who 
give seven- and eight-figure 
checks to their super PACs, the 
Congressional Leadership Fund 
and the Senate Leadership Fund, 
trying to offset the overwhelming 
fundraising edge that Democrats 
have with individual, small-dollar 
donors.

Inside Elections and Cook are 
awaiting the resolution of legal 
disputes about the redrawing of 
congressional district maps, 
along with better information 
about some potential 
retirements, before getting into 
detailed overall predictions about 
the House. Republicans are 
poised to gain several seats in 
North Carolina, barring the 
outcome of lawsuits, but 
Democrats should pick up a few 
seats from newly drawn districts 
in the Deep South to meet a 
Supreme Court ruling to uphold 
the Voting Rights Act.

A potential new map in New 
York state could give Democrats 
the overall edge, very slightly, in 
this bout of redistricting.

“Developments that used to 
seem like drops in the bucket — 
a court striking down a 
redistricting map here, a 
retirement or special election 
there — have taken on outsize 
importance,” Wasserman wrote.

In the Senate, currently 51-49 
in favor of the Democrats, the 
biggest wild card, just as in the 
House races, isn’t likely to be the 
national political environment.

It’s the looming decision of 
Sen. Joe Manchin III of West 
Virginia, who is considered the 
only Democrat who could 
possibly win in that deeply 
conservative state.

Should Manchin, 76, retire, 
Republicans should easily win 
that seat and Democrats would be 
forced to win every other 
competitive race and retain the 
White House to maintain control 
of the Senate.

Republicans. Just 10 Democratic 
seats fall into those categories. 
The Cook report has a similar 
range, with 15 GOP seats and nine 
Democratic in the most 
competitive range.

Dave Wasserman, a senior 
editor and analyst with the Cook 
report, laid out some stark 
numbers for House Republicans 
in an essay published Wednesday:
l 18 Republicans hold seats in 

districts that favored Biden in 
2020.
l 11 of those are in California 

and New York, deeply Democratic 
states that expect much better 
liberal turnout in a presidential 
election.
l A majority of those 

endangered Republicans are 
freshmen, with less brand 
durability built up on the basis of 
their voters.
l Democrats are defending just 

five seats in districts won by 
Trump.

By some estimates, House 
Republicans whiffed on eight 
seats last year because of far-right 
candidates who were out of touch 
with most voters.

Wasserman credited House 
GOP leaders with an early focus 
on raising money directly into 
their incumbents’ campaign 
coffers, putting less focus on 

1990s — impeachment, House 
speaker chaos, a January 6th type 
of event — only move things 
slightly on the margins,” Walter 
said.

In eight of the last 17 
presidential campaigns, the 
victor helped his party down 
ballot but not enough to deliver a 
House majority. In two other 
races — 2000 and 2016 — the 
Democratic nominee won the 
popular vote while losing in the 
electoral count, helping gain a 
few seats, but the GOP majority 
held on in the House. (The other 
presidential contests ended with 
a winner whose party already 
held the House and retained 
control.)

Recent midterm elections have 
brought political upheaval: Five 
of the last eight resulted in the 
House majority changing hands.

But the coming House 
elections are considered a toss-
up, the best chance the minority 
has had to win the chamber in a 
presidential year since 1952, 
when the House GOP swept to the 
majority after Dwight D. 
Eisenhower’s landslide victory for 
the White House.

Gonzales’s Inside Elections 
rates 16 GOP seats in its most 
competitive range, either pure 
“toss-up” or a “tilt” toward the 

Even the outcome of the 
presidential race, with a rematch 
of Trump against President Biden 
appearing likely, could produce 
strange down-ballot effects 
because of the differing political 
territory each party is targeting.

“Republicans can win the 
Senate by simply winning states 
that Trump could win in a 
presidential loss. And Democrats 
can win the House by winning 
districts Biden could win in a 
presidential loss,” Gonzales said.

Think about that: A narrow 
Trump win in the electoral college 
could give the GOP a Senate 
majority, but could come with 
Republicans losing the House, 
while a narrow Biden win 
probably would help Democrats 
reclaim the House but not do 
enough to help them hold the 
Senate.

Recent political events that 
have dominated the news cycle — 
such as the Israel-Gaza war or the 
three-week-plus shutdown of the 
House during the GOP’s speaker 
melodrama — might not have any 
impact a year from now on the 
small percentage of undecided 
voters in those few House 
districts and Senate races that 
will determine the outcomes.

“Things that would have had 
huge consequences back in the 

Exactly a year out 
from the 2024 
elections, the 
battle for control 
of Congress is as 

tight as it possibly could be and 
might be headed for one of the 
more historic outcomes ever.

Needing a net gain of just five 
seats to claim the majority, House 
Democrats are close to an even-
money bet to prevail Nov. 5, 2024, 
according to a survey of top 
nonpartisan analysts, with 11 
Republican seats in deep-blue 
California and New York among 
the Democrats’ top targets.

Democrats are trying to buck 
almost 75 years of history in 
which the House majority has not 
changed hands during a 
presidential election cycle.

And Senate Republicans, 
needing a two-seat gain for a full 
majority, enter 2024 without a 
single seat of their own in 
jeopardy, so far, as Democrats 
defend three seats in states 
Donald Trump won easily in 2020 
and four others the ex-president 
lost narrowly.

All this turmoil has created the 
possibility of a historic anomaly 
that would befit the incredibly 
volatile political climate of the 
past three decades: Never before 
have the House and Senate 
majorities switched hands in the 
same election with a different 
party taking over in each 
chamber.

Amy Walter, the editor of the 
Cook Political Report, labeled this 
the era of “both incredible 
stability and volatility all at once.” 
So many voters reflexively 
support their political team that 
neither party can gain much of an 
edge, but these majorities are 
changing hands at a historically 
unusual pace.

The House has flipped five 
times since the 1994 elections, the 
Senate six times.

The post-World War II era of 
Congress had a similar but brief 
period of flip-flopping majorities. 
But the 1954 elections started a 
40-year run in which the House 
remained Democratic and the 
Senate majority changed just 
twice.

As Nathan Gonzales, the editor 
of the nonpartisan Inside 
Elections, noted, the result is that 
both chambers are locked into 
such close ranges that predicting 
majorities is like a roll of the dice.

House and Senate elections next year could provide historic reverse results 
@PKCapitol
Paul Kane

Matt McClain/The Washington Post

Never have the House and Senate majorities switched hands in the same election with a different party 
taking over in each chamber.  A year out from the 2024 vote, a historic anomaly looks possible. 
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race.
Trump has benefited from an 

advantage in earned media — the 
term campaigns use for televi-
sion, online and print news cover-
age — as voters get “a steady diet 
of two things: Biden sucks. 
They’re coming after Trump,” said 
one DeSantis adviser, who added 
that the former president’s edge 
has shrunk.

“This nomination won’t be 
won with a silver bullet, but in-
stead with a three-yards-and-a-
cloud-of-dust approach,” DeSan-
tis campaign spokesman Andrew 
romeo said in a statement, add-
ing that “no one will outcampaign 
or outorganize” the florida gover-
nor.

Losing ground among 
moderates

The same positions that have 
aligned DeSantis with the GoP 
base have alienated many cen-
trists who were initially drawn to 
him. They point to the six-week 
abortion ban he signed in florida; 
his combative tone; his fight with 
Disney over classroom restric-
tions on discussion of LGBTQ+ 
issues; and his declaration that 
the United States had no vital 
interest in a “territorial dispute” 
in Ukraine, which unnerved top 
donors.

In march, one marquette Law 
School Poll found, DeSantis was 
winning about 45 percent of reg-
istered republicans who view 
Trump unfavorably — even more 
than his 32 percent support 
among those with a favorable 
view of Trump. In late September, 
he was in the teens with both 
groups.

Jennifer Hodgdon, an inde-
pendent who plans to vote in the 
republican primary, said DeSan-
tis has aligned himself too closely 
with the Trump core of the party 
to appeal to her.

“I think he’s going for a base 
that is probably Trump’s base, 
even though he’s trying to not be 
Trump,” Hodgdon said. “I’m not 
sure how that’s going to work out 
for him.”

one voter, who spoke on the 

landslide reelection victory. In-
dictments on a slew of criminal 
charges, starting in march, galva-
nized the base and rallied the 
party back to Trump’s side, all as 
the former president attacked De-
Santis. “I am your retribution,” 
Trump has told voters.

Some DeSantis allies debate 
whether he should have an-
nounced earlier, to capitalize on 
his post-midterms momentum. 
maybe, they say, he should have 
hit Trump hard from the start. 
They lament certain comments — 
like DeSantis’s dismissive state-
ment about a “territorial dispute” 
in Ukraine — as unforced errors. 
But mostly they view Trump’s re-
surgence as a force beyond De-
Santis’s control.

“To this day he has a very high 
favorable rating among those fa-
vorable to Trump,” said Charles 
franklin, who directs the mar-
quette Law School Poll. “They’re 
just not voting for him.”

Dennis martin, for instance, 
worries that Trump’s indictments 
will be a distraction and even 
says, “I don’t like Trump as a 
person.” The 57-year-old from a 
suburb of Des moines is consider-
ing Trump, DeSantis and Vivek 
ramaswamy, a first-time candi-
date who has also embraced the 
Trump agenda.

But martin is also outraged at 
the charges against Trump, 
thinks he did “a hell of a job as 
president” and says he’s leaning 
slightly toward supporting 
Trump again.

Heading to breakfast in nearby 
Ankeny, David melssen said he 
had been following DeSantis’s re-
sponse to the war between Hamas 
and Israel. “Great man. He sent an 
airplane to bring back Ameri-
cans,” he said immediately when a 
reporter mentioned DeSantis’s 
name.

Asked if he would vote for De-
Santis, he said: “Yeah, if Trump 
decides that ron DeSantis is the 
guy to back.”

While DeSantis has started 
making his case against Trump 
more directly, polls and studies 
from a range of groups have found 
that GoP voters are remarkably 
resistant to critiques of the for-
mer president. one DeSantis-
aligned strategist said they were 
flabbergasted when criticisms of 
Trump’s coronavirus response fell 
flat in focus groups and some-
times backfired on DeSantis.

many voters were furious 
about lockdowns, mandates and 
former White House coronavirus 
adviser Anthony S. fauci, but they 
were “simply unwilling to attach 
any of that blame on Trump,” said 
the strategist, who like others 
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to describe nonpublic 
findings. This person said the in-
dictments appeared to make 
Trump even more immune to crit-
icism.

Trump also has forged a more 
personal connection with many 
republican voters who say they 
view the former president as a 
vessel for anger at the country’s 
“elite.” DeSantis has spent far 
more time than Trump has min-
gling with voters on the trail this 
year, but he has struggled to shake 
criticisms that he’s stiff or re-
hearsed.

“Trump’s deal is, he’s working 
for us,” said Bryan richardson, a 
54-year-old from Ankeny, who 
called DeSantis his second choice.

Hopeful DeSantis allies point 
to how his pitch has resonated 
with some longtime Trump sup-
porters, such as Joe Thomas, 38. 
Thomas likes DeSantis’s opposi-
tion to “identity politics” in 
schools; says Trump failed to 
“drain the swamp”; and hopes 
DeSantis’s support will grow as 
more “normie” voters — less di-
aled into politics — tune into the 

and that if drug traffickers tried to 
break through, they would wind 
up “stone-cold dead.”

trump backers ‘just not 
voting for him’

As DeSantis launched his cam-
paign in may, adviser ryan Tyson 
laid out the strategy to wealthy 
fundraisers who gathered at the 
four Seasons Hotel in miami. 
“Trump without the crazy” was 
how supporters saw him, Tyson 
said.

The “Never Trump” voters in 
the party were saying DeSantis 
was too much like Trump, he 
added, but they made up about 
20 percent of the GoP. Tyson was 
more focused on what he called 
“soft” Trump voters. “These vot-
ers here in this segment are going 
to collapse to the governor,” he 
predicted.

Trump has instead consolidat-
ed support, surging back from a 
low point after last year’s mid-
term elections, when many re-
publicans blamed him for their 
losses and took note of DeSantis’s 

condition of anonymity to protect 
his privacy and went to a DeSantis 
town hall in New Hampshire, said 
the governor had every credential 
he could want in a candidate — 
but lamented in a recent inter-
view that he was “divisive” like 
Trump and said that he felt 
drawn, later on, to Haley’s tone 
and appeal for consensus on abor-
tion. Kevin Donohue, an inde-
pendent who plans to vote in the 
New Hampshire primary, said he 
was drawn to DeSantis’s military 
service — he is also a veteran — 
but worried the governor was “an 
intimidator rather than a solver.”

DeSantis operatives say it’s un-
surprising that voters interested 
in a Trump alternative would 
shop around as the race heats up, 
and they point to candidates who 
have popped and then deflated. 
many moderate voters who have 
policy differences with DeSantis 
said those differences aren’t deal-
breakers if he’s the best bet 
against Trump.

But DeSantis’s decline with 
that group has opened the door 
for Haley to vie for the role of 
primary Trump alternative — par-
ticularly in New Hampshire, 
where Haley has focused her ef-
forts and where moderate repub-
licans and undeclared voters 
could play an especially large role.

CNN polls of republican pri-
mary voters there found that De-
Santis’s support dropped across 
many subgroups from midsum-
mer to September but took a par-
ticular dive with self-described 
“moderates” — from 26 to 6 per-
cent. Haley, whose approach to 
abortion and support for Ukraine 
aid have helped her appeal to 
centrists, benefited from an oppo-
site trend.

At recent Haley events in Iowa, 
including a multicandidate gath-
ering, many voters said that they 
were leaning toward Haley after 
narrowing their shortlists to her 
and DeSantis, often citing the 
former U.N. ambassador’s foreign 
policy experience.

threading the needle, 
creating a muddle

Throughout this year, DeSantis 
has tried to thread the needle on 
some divisive issues as he navi-
gates clashing wings of the party, 
at times appearing eager to satisfy 
one, only to later nod to another.

He’s embraced strict abortion 
bans at the state level but often 
sidesteps questions about his sup-
port for national restrictions. He’s 
touted the election police force he 
created in florida as Trump and 
other republicans made false 
claims of rampant fraud, but he’s 
also admitted, when pressed, that 
Trump lost the 2020 election.

At the first GoP debate, when 
the moderators asked who was 
opposed to more U.S. funding for 
Ukraine, DeSantis raised his 
hand. But he didn’t rule out some 
funding, telling the debate audi-
ence that U.S. support should be 
“contingent” on other countries 
ramping up theirs.

Some donors who revolted 
over DeSantis’s Ukraine com-
ments in the spring are eyeing 
Haley as a better fit.

At the same time, any move to 
assuage conservatives more 
hawkish on foreign affairs can 
stoke suspicion from the party’s 
“America first” flank.

Shortly after the first debate, at 
a packed Pizza ranch in Garner, 
Iowa, one voter told DeSantis that 
he was troubled by his comments 
on foreign policy. It seems like 
“you’re in favor of sending more of 
my money over to the corrupt 
nation of Ukraine,” he said. De-
Santis tried to clarify: He had 
called for Europeans to take 
charge and was focused on Amer-
ican problems like the southern 
border with mexico.

The same day, a reporter asked 
if DeSantis would “cut off other 
aid to Ukraine if Europe doesn’t 
step up their commitment.”

“Europe needs to step up their 
commitments,” DeSantis said.

dylan Wells contributed to this report.

talk in national terms.
DeSantis’s average support in 

national polls of the GoP primary 
dropped from over 30 percent in 
march to 24 percent in may, when 
he officially joined the race, to 
14 percent now.

faced with that slide, DeSan-
tis’s team has focused most of its 
attention on Iowa, where it hopes 
intensive campaigning and a so-
phisticated ground operation will 
turn the tide against Trump. De-
Santis-aligned operatives note 
that a pro-Trump super PAC is 
resuming ad spending there 
against DeSantis — after earlier 
signaling that it was focused on 
the general election — and that 
polls show a growing share of 
voters considering candidates be-
sides Trump, who holds a large 
polling lead.

But Haley, rather than DeSan-
tis, has been gaining there, with a 
highly anticipated Des moines 
register/NBC News/mediacom 
poll on monday showing both 
Haley and DeSantis at 16 percent 
and Trump in the lead at 43. In a 
sign of Haley’s rise, a pro-DeSan-
tis super PAC has started to air ads 
against her.

Advisers and allies argue that 
Haley appeals to the anti-Trump 
wing with stances that alienate 
the rest of the GoP and that 
DeSantis is the only candidate 
who can bridge those camps — 
with most of his voters migrating 
to Trump if he drops out. Anti-
Trump voters will eventually co-
alesce behind whoever can beat 
the former president, they say.

“The reality is this party is 
going to nominate somebody … 
that has a record of delivering on 
America first principles,” DeSan-
tis said last month in New Hamp-
shire, embracing that core identi-
ty even as he underlined moder-
ate-friendly themes such as “eco-
nomic vitality.”

Speaking to voters last month 
at a bar in Creston, Iowa, DeSantis 
said he would enact Trump’s ideas 
and take them further. He said he 
would “clean house” at the Justice 
Department, push to end the war 
in Ukraine and finish the wall at 
the southern border. He said that 
he would “make mexico pay for it” 
by charging fees on remittances 

with dozens of early-state voters, 
as well as pollsters and strat-
egists, show.

The GoP minority that disap-
proves of Trump — and that fa-
vored DeSantis before he and 
most other candidates an-
nounced — has splintered to oth-
er hopefuls. Boosted by them and 
by independents, former U.N. am-
bassador Nikki Haley has sur-
passed DeSantis in New Hamp-
shire and, in one poll released 
monday, pulled even with the 
florida governor in Iowa, where 
DeSantis has poured his resourc-
es.

At the same time, DeSantis has 
struggled among Trump support-
ers, losing ground with those who 
approve of the former president, 
who has used his four criminal 
indictments to re-energize a base 
that once looked readier to move 
on from him. And DeSantis has 
struggled on both ends to make 
personal appeals that resonate, 
with a stiffer presentation than 
freewheeling Trump.

Now, DeSantis is left in a peril-
ous position with just over two 
months until the first nominating 
contest, mired in a second tier of 
candidates well behind Trump.

“He’s done good for the state of 
florida, but it doesn’t seem to 
resonate for the rest of the coun-
try,” said Glen Pesquera, 69, who 
votes republican and says he is 
still “listening” to everyone, as he 
made his way out of a manchester, 
N.H., diner that proudly advertis-
es all its visits from 2024 candi-
dates.

Despite his appeals to the 
Trump base, DeSantis has at 
times tried to offer something for 
everyone, eliciting sometimes 
discordant descriptions of his 
candidacy from voters.

To some in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, he was a “fresh voice” 
and a “true conservative,” unlike 
Trump. To others he was “America 
first” or, to those who disdained 
him, a “Trump wannabe.” They 
said he stood for “freedom” and 
“families” and fighting wokeness 
in schools, with his record in 
florida sometimes defining him 
despite his months-long efforts to 

DesANtIs from A1

DeSantis presses but loses ground on both sides of Republican divide

ChArLie neiberGALL/AP

Audience members listen to Florida Gov. Ron Desantis speak during a meet-and-greet last month in 
Creston, Iowa. Facing a national slide in popularity, Desantis’s team has focused on the Iowa caucuses. 
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Guests watch as Republican presidential candidate Desantis 
speaks during a town hall in Hollis, N.H., on June 27.
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“To this day he has a 
very high favorable 
rating among those 
favorable to Trump. 

They’re just not voting 
for him.”

Charles Franklin, 
director of the 

Marquette Law School Poll
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worked for 15 years in traditional 
media at outlets including 
 Bloomberg, CBS and fox News, 
where he served as a campaign 
reporter. He helped launch CBSN, 
the organization’s digital stream-
ing network, and was named ex-
ecutive producer of the “CBS 
 Evening News” broadcast in 2018. 
He left the network in 2019.

When the pandemic hit, 
oinounou was taking a break 
from television, so he began up-
dating people about the news on 
his Instagram account. Before he 
knew it, thousands were tuning 
in. He now has more than 416,000 
followers on the app, a podcast, a 
newsletter and a paid premium 
tier for his news content. fans can 
book shout-outs (short, personal-
ized video messages) from 
oinounou on the app Cameo. He’s 
also on TikTok.

“I felt like, okay, there are life-
style influencers, there are travel 
creators, there are financial cre-
ators. And, like, why not, like, why 
not also do news on this plat-
form?” he said. “I found a commu-
nity that really likes this platform 
and this format, and frankly, real-
ly distrusts traditional media. 
They’re looking for a handful of 
individuals who they trust in-
stead on various topics, and that 
includes the news.”

With deep roots in traditional 
journalism, oinounou says he is 
meticulous in his reporting. He 
cites his sources, couches infor-
mation and tries to provide unbi-
ased, nonpartisan facts. He 
knows his audience would be 
larger if he leaned right or left, he 
said, but he doesn’t want to sacri-
fice his integrity — or lose the 
trust of the audience he’s built. 
After Hamas terrorists launched 
a cross-border attack into south-
ern Israel on oct. 7, CNN brought 
him to its morning program as a 
commentator.

“When you’re delivering the 
news in a country that has record-
low trust in the media, part of that 
has to do with the lack of trust in 
larger brands,” oinounou said. “I 
think it’s important that all jour-
nalists are building credibility di-
rectly with the audience.”

many news creators have aris-
en on TikTok. V Spehar is an 
independent journalist and pod-
cast host who has amassed more 
than 3 million followers under 
the handle @Under-
TheDeskNews, reporting on 
breaking world events in videos 
taken from beneath a desk. (The 
Post has contracted Spehar to 

up in Tenafly, N.J., with a mother 
who worked as a teacher and a 
father who worked in sales. mar-
cus started his first blog, about 
the New York mets, at age 11. By 
the time he was 12, his blog was 
receiving as many as 4,000 page 
views a day.

“People didn’t know how old I 
was at the time I was sharing 
news about the mets,” he said. “I 
had a podcast on Blog Talk radio; 
my voice hadn’t even cracked yet.”

At 17, marcus became enam-
ored with breaking news when a 
bomb exploded during the 2013 
Boston marathon, killing three 
people and injuring nearly 300. 
An avid reddit user, marcus 
skipped an entire day of classes to 
follow live updates about the 
bombing. He watched as the 
 reddit community pieced togeth-
er information in real time, faster 
than any broadcast news organi-
zation. Instead of refreshing 
CNN.com, marcus listened to a 
live stream of the Boston police 
scanner.

After several hours, the crowd 
on reddit claimed to have identi-
fied the perpetrator, a missing 
Brown University undergrad 
whose family was immediately 
inundated online with attacks 
and death threats. marcus later 
was horrified to learn the internet 
had named the wrong man.

“When it came out that it 
wasn’t the guy, and seeing what 
the internet had done to him and 
his family, that really stuck with 
me,” marcus said. “That the inter-
net can be a very dangerous place 
for news if it’s not used responsi-
bly.”

Today, marcus is best known as 
Quentin Quarantino, his alter ego 
on an Instagram news page start-
ed in the early days of the pan-
demic. All day every day, he 
shares breaking news updates on 
world events with his 1.1 million 
followers, “becoming an actual 
outlet for people to check news,” 
he said.

other Instagram accounts in-
cluding the Shade room, Diet 
 Prada, Deuxmoi and Comments 
By Celebs also deliver up-to-the-
minute information via social me-
dia, becoming entertainment 
news powerhouses with dozens of 
staffers, millions of followers and 
related books and podcasts. 
Sports pages such as Hoops 
 Nation break news faster than 
ESPN.

mosheh oinounou, a content 
creator and founder of mo News, 
his own online news brand, 

undercut the authority of legacy 
news organizations, draining sup-
port from newsrooms that are a 
primary source of original report-
ing.

While many online news cre-
ators are, like Al-Khatahtbeh, 
trained journalists collecting new 
information, others are aggrega-
tors and partisan commentators 
sometimes masquerading as jour-
nalists. The transformation has 
made the public sphere much 
more “chaotic and contradictory,” 
said Jay rosen, an associate pro-
fessor of journalism at New York 
University and author of the 
PressThink blog, adding that it 
has never been easier to be both 
informed and misinformed about 
world events.

“The internet makes possible 
much more content, and reaching 
all kinds of people,” rosen said. 
“But it also makes disinformation 
spread.”

Johnny Harris, a journalist 
whose YouTube channel has more 
than 4 million followers, covers 
global news and geopolitical con-
flicts and conducts deep investi-
gations into targets such as the 
mormon Church and the flat 
earther movement. He rejects talk 
of a decline in American journal-
ism.

“It’s always uncomfortable for 
me being in these rooms where 
there’s so much doom and gloom 
about journalism and the busi-
ness of journalism,” Harris said. 
While journalism is experiencing 
“a major disruption,” he said, “this 
is a transformation to fit the tech-
nology and the preferences of au-
diences.”

Harris once worked for Vox, a 
news and opinion site founded in 
2014 by journalists from The Post 
and Slate. His switch to YouTube 
has been so successful that he 
recently recruited another former 
Vox journalist to launch a second 
channel. He hopes eventually to 
build a network of journalist con-
tent creators and operate “effec-
tively a music label for independ-
ent journalists.”

Harris won’t say how much he 
makes from YouTube, but the so-
cial media analytics platform 
 Social Blade estimates that he 
could be earning more than 
$900,000 a year in advertising 
revenue alone.

Harris acknowledged “some 
scary downsides” to the changing 
media landscape, particularly the 
rampant spread of misinforma-
tion. But those downsides are 
countered by the benefits of serv-

informal, and entertaining news 
formats, often delivered by influ-
encers rather than journalists,” the 
reuters Institute report says, add-
ing that consumers are looking for 
news that “feels more relevant.”

That’s certainly the experience 
of Al-Khatahtbeh, who built an 
audience upon the realization 
that “there was no mainstream 
outlet that focused on the muslim 
community,” he said, which 
makes up a quarter of the world’s 
population. on TikTok alone, 
@muslim’s follower count is larg-
er than the average daily audience 
of 1.1 million people watching fox 
News.

“These creator pages that cover 
news stories have more impact 
and reach than traditional me-
dia,” Al-Khatahtbeh said.

While a few national publica-
tions such as the New York Times 
and The Washington Post have 
seen their digital audiences grow, 
allowing them to reach hundreds 
of thousands more readers than 
they did a decade ago, the eco-
nomics of journalism have shift-
ed.

Well-known news outlets have 
seen a decline in the amount of 
traffic flowing to them from social 
media sites, and some of the mon-
ey that advertisers previously 
might have spent with them is 
now flowing to creators. Even 
some outlets that began life on the 
internet have struggled, with 
Buzzfeed News shuttering in 
April, Vice entering into bank-
ruptcy and Gawker shutting 
down for a second time in febru-
ary.

The trend is likely to continue. 
“There are no reasonable grounds 
for expecting that those born in 
the 2000s will suddenly come to 
prefer old-fashioned websites, let 
alone broadcast and print, simply 
because they grow older,” reuters 
Institute Director rasmus Kleis 
Nielsen said in the report, which 
is based on an online survey of 
roughly 94,000 adults in 46 na-
tional markets, including the 
United States.

As a profusion of independent 
online producers of news pro-
gramming has risen to promi-
nence, the ramifications for soci-
ety are still coming into focus. 
one positive impact is a more 
diverse media ecosystem, where a 
wider array of voices can chal-
lenge narratives fashioned by the 
gatekeepers of traditional jour-
nalism. But that also serves to 
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Infowars, who was banned from 
YouTube and other mainstream 
platforms for violating hate 
speech policies.

According to a recent Pew re-
search Center report, a majority of 
people who regularly get news 
from these alternative platforms 
(66 percent) “identify as 
 republicans or lean toward the 
republican Party, in contrast with 
the news consumers on more es-
tablished social media sites, who 
largely identify as Democrats or 
lean Democratic.”

many news content creators on 
these platforms claim to be inde-
pendent journalists but are 
backed by powerful special inter-
est groups and conservative polit-
ical activists. rumble is financed 
by tech venture capitalists Peter 
Thiel and J.D. Vance, an ohio 
 republican serving in the U.S. 
Senate. These creators tend to 
focus on polarizing topics guaran-
teed to generate outrage among 
their conservative followers and 
attract coverage by national news 
outlets, feeding political divi-
sions.

for example, after trans TikTok 
influencer Dylan mulvaney put 
up a sponsored Instagram post for 
Bud Light, right-wing news con-
tent creators including michael 
Knowles and matt Walsh of the 
Daily Wire orchestrated a harass-
ment campaign against her and a 
boycott of the beer. The boycott 
garnered widespread coverage in 
mainstream media, resulting in 
the chief executive of Anheuser 
Busch, which makes Bud Light, 
issuing an apology. right-wing 
influencers also sparked a widely-
covered controversy over Target 
merchandise during Pride month 
in June.

‘A very dangerous place for 
news’

Navigating social media as 
events unfold in real time can be 
tricky. Tommy marcus, 27, grew 

ing “an audience with good jour-
nalism, in a way that they want to 
digest it,” he said.

Still, some content creators 
don’t follow the same ethical 
guidelines that are guideposts in 
more traditional newsrooms, es-
pecially creators who seek to build 
audiences based on outrage. That 
was the case last year, when actor 
Johnny Depp sued his actress 
 ex-wife Amber Heard for defama-
tion over a Post opinion column 
she wrote that said she’d been the 
victim of “domestic abuse.” 
Though the column did not name 
Depp, a jury in fairfax County, Va., 
ruled in Depp’s favor.

The trial became a sensation on 
TikTok, Instagram and YouTube, 
as men’s rights activists, right-
wing media figures and others 
with an ax to grind joined Depp’s 
legions of fans in lending their 
support. many online commenta-
tors with no stake in the outcome 
played to this crowd, posting mi-
sogynistic pro-Depp content for 
profit. As the internet turned 
against Heard, trial coverage 
evolved into a smear campaign 
against a woman whose claims of 
abuse had been ruled “substan-
tially true” in 2020 by the judge 
presiding over Depp’s failed libel 
suit against the Sun, a British 
tabloid. one 20-year-old content 
creator in Los Angeles posted a 
dozen pro-Depp videos about the 
 Virginia trial to Instagram, where 
he has more than 1.4 million fol-
lowers. “Personally, what I’ve 
gained from it is money — as well 
as exposure from how well the 
videos do,” he told The Post at the 
time, adding: “If you hop on it 
early, it can basically change your 
life.”

Several social media platforms 
have emerged to serve conserva-
tive audiences. rumble, BitChute 
and Telegram give right-wing cre-
ators a place to monetize, becom-
ing magnets for accounts banned 
elsewhere, such as Alex Jones of 

Content creators 
move into the 
mainstream
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At left, posts from the Instagram feed for Mo News.    At right, a  few of science and technology journalist Cleo Abram’s YouTube videos.  
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contribute to its TikTok account.)
Bianca Graulau, an independ-

ent journalist from Puerto Rico, 
has amassed a large audience by 
covering news affecting that U.S. 
territory. King Asante, a Gen Z 
news content creator with 1.5 mil-
lion TikTok followers, recently ex-
panded by launching a show on 
Snapchat and posting videos cov-
ering breaking news and pop cul-
ture on Instagram and YouTube 
Shorts.

Cleo Abram, a science and tech-
nology journalist who worked as a 
producer on Vox’s series 
 Explained, left the organization in 
2021 to be a full-time creator. She 
now has more than 1.1 million 
followers on TikTok, more than a 
million subscribers on YouTube, 
and a dedicated fandom who look 
to her for news on the latest 
advances in science and technol-
ogy.

Meredith Lynch, a TikTok cre-
ator in Los Angeles who posts 
investigative videos on topics 
ranging from pop culture to the 
private equity industry, said 
 TikTokers not only hop on break-
ing news, but often surface scoops 
before traditional outlets.

“The internet drives news cy-
cles,” she said. “It moves quickly, 
faster than traditional news.”

News content creators can have 
difficult relationships with the 
platforms on which their busi-
nesses depend. Shortly after Meta 
launched its Twitter clone 
Threads, head of Instagram Adam 
Mosseri posted on the platform 
that he didn’t intend it to be a 
place for news and journalism. 
TikTok doesn’t have a news part-
nerships liaison or anyone dedi-
cated to helping journalists use 
the platform.

Snapchat initially cut deals 
with big news publishers when it 
launched its “Discover” program, 
allowing organizations to create 
unique shows. But it eventually 
tapered off those partnerships 
and has recently focused more on 
influencer-driven content, such 
as YouTube celebrity David Do-
brik documenting his daily life.

YouTube has bucked this trend. 
This spring, the platform orga-
nized an incubator program for 
news content creators in the 
 United States, Canada and Aus-
tralia. The 16-week online work-
shop offered independent jour-
nalists tips on entrepreneurship 
and strategy for features like 
 YouTube Shorts and other 
 YouTube best practices.

most news content creators sim-
ply aggregate or comment on 
news from traditional sources. 
“I’m not trying to say that giving 
opinions about something isn’t 
important, but ultimately it relies 
on the quality of the underlying 
information, which is done 
through actual journalism,” he 
said.

However, the primary source of 
much of that journalism — legacy 

influencers “the logical conclu-
sion of the atomization of news 
media and an extension of trends 
that have been happening for 
quite a while.”

“I hate to say it,” Grueskin add-
ed, but it also marks “the dimin-
ishing importance of a lot of tradi-
tional media in the eyes of the 
under 35 demographic.”

Grueskin said he worries about 
the loss of original reporting as 

“Another part of it was the 
networking with each other,” said 
Ant McCormack, co-founder of 
Changer Studios, which organizes 
courses to help YouTubers. “They 
can learn a lot from each other.”

News industry experts are 
watching the shifting media land-
scape with a mix of skepticism 
and curiosity. Bill Grueskin, a pro-
fessor at Columbia Journalism 
School, called the rise of news 

PhoTos by evelyn freja for The WashingTon PosT

News influencer Ameer Al-Khatahtbeh, who has a degree in journalism, launched his own online news 
brand after finding that there was no mainstream outlet that focused on the Muslim community.

something that the press should 
be clamoring for.”

This role is increasingly being 
filled by content creators, many of 
whom reject the neutrality of tra-
ditional journalism in favor of 
reporting that takes a stand. Elise 
Joshi, 21, is a member of Gen-Z for 
Change, a political collective of 
young activists with large social 
media followings. In August, 
Joshi interrupted White House 
press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre at an event on voter en-
gagement to ask questions about 
the administration’s decisions to 
greenlight oil-drilling projects.

After Joshi posted a video of the 
interaction to TikTok, where she 
has more than 150,000 followers, 
people applauded her for asking 
questions they felt the rest of the 
news media had ignored.

Whatever happens to famous 
media brands, Wasserman said, 
such moments prove that news 
reporting will survive.

“For all of what we’re seeing 
which looks like a repudiation of 
journalism,” he said, “there are a 
lot of people who want to do it.”

media institutions — is viewed 
with growing distrust, especially 
among young people, said Ed-
ward Wasserman, a professor of 
journalism and former dean of 
the Graduate School of Journal-
ism at the University of California 
at Berkeley. National news publi-
cations that rely on access to peo-
ple in power or serve primarily 
wealthy audiences deliver cover-
age that often feels out of touch 
with average people, he said.

Newspapers covering local 
news garnered a higher level of 
trust, he said, but many of those 
outlets are now gone, leaving na-
tional outlets to shape the public’s 
perception. Those outlets have 
not elevated issues many young 
people care about, such as climate 
change, he said.

“The media is not holding [po-
litical leaders’] feet to the fire, 
they’re not going to the White 
House and saying when are you 
guys going to stand up and do 
something [about climate 
change], and what kind of sacri-
fices are in order?” Wasserman 
said. “That kind of leadership is 

Electronics in Al-Khatahtbeh’s Jersey City office. He has more than 
5.3 million followers on his @Muslim account on  Instagram.
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When a judge agreed, Hulse 
lost basic freedoms: He couldn’t 
spend his own money or decide 
where to live. The lifelong repub-
lican who had just cast his ballot 
in the 2020 presidential primary 
even lost his right to vote. He was 
quickly moved to a nursing home. 
His new guardian, a woman he 
had never met, began selling his 
house and his belongings.

Hulse had joined 1 million 
Americans in a guardianship, a 
court-sanctioned arrangement 
created to protect vulnerable peo-
ple — some young, but many el-
derly. The system has been widely 
criticized for inviting abuse and 
theft. Local judges give extraordi-
nary power to a guardian, includ-
ing access to the bank account of 
the person in their care, despite a 
lack of effective ways to monitor 
them. When excessive billing, 
missing money and other abuses 
are discovered, guardians are 
rarely punished. Prosecutors are 
keenly aware they were appointed 
by a judge.

As America ages, there is new 
focus on this legal arrangement, 
especially in florida, a mecca for 
seniors where state officials have 
called the rising number of elderly 
the “silver tsunami.” Already, flor-
ida has 2 million residents 75 or 
older — more than the entire 
population of 14 other states. 
many moved here from other 
parts of the country, far from 
family, and are showing up alone 
in emergency rooms.

What happened to Hulse over 
the past three years shines a light 
on the serious flaws in this gov-
ernment system and on the hospi-
tal pipeline that thrust Hulse into 
it. During the coronavirus pan-
demic, more hospitals went to 
court to seek guardianships; it 
was a way to legally move out 
patients and free up beds. Today, 
the practice quietly continues as 
an efficient way to discharge el-
derly patients who cost hospitals 
money the longer they stay.

“This should scare people to 
death,” said rick Black, the found-
er of the Center for Estate Admin-
istration reform who has exam-
ined thousands of guardianship 
cases and has seen a rise in hospi-
tals initiating them. “This is a 
common practice nationwide, 
and its adoption is growing.”

In court, the orlando hospital 
requested that Hulse be assigned 
Dina Carlson, a 51-year-old former 
real estate agent who became a 
professional guardian. After a 
judge assigned her, Hulse was 
immediately moved out of the 
hospital and into a nursing home. 
Carlson’s sale of his home raised 
suspicions because of its seeming-
ly low price in a hot market, and 
an inspector general’s investiga-
tion later found “probable cause” 
of exploitation of an elderly per-
son and a scheme to defraud.

Carlson denied any wrongdo-
ing, and no criminal investigation 
was ever opened. “I am a little bit 
salty about this whole thing,” Carl-
son said in an interview. She said 
she wanted “to be a ray of sun-
shine” for elderly people.

Guardianships are not well un-
derstood. rules vary by jurisdic-
tion, and key information is often 
sealed by judges.

“People don’t realize how abu-
sive the system is,” said Pinellas 
County Circuit Court Clerk Ken 
Burke, who led a recent florida 
task force to improve guardian-
ships. “If they knew, there would 
be bigger cries for reform.”

Very often, the person in a 
guardianship is unable to publicly 
complain and has nobody in their 
life to do it for them.

But it turned out Hulse did have 
family, and they were searching 
for him.

a pilot who thought he would 
live forever

Douglas Hulse was born in 1939 
and raised in mcLean, Va., where 
his father was a lobbyist for the 
trucking industry. In the 1950s, 
Hulse enrolled in a florida college 
and became a pilot.

Like his father, Hulse was a 
republican who loved to talk poli-
tics. He also drew caricatures of 
every president in the last half 
century. After flying Henry 
Kissinger and Alexander Haig, 
former republican secretaries of 
state, he proudly showed off pho-
tos he took of them to his sister, 
niece and nephew.

He never married or had chil-
dren. He kept busy, teaching fly-
ing and taekwondo. But when he 
retired he spent more time alone. 
five residents on his street in Lake 
mary, near orlando, said they 
barely knew the tall, blue-eyed 
neighbor. He had lived there 25 
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Guardian 
system 
has few 
guardrails

florida rule prohibiting a lawyer 
from representing both the hospi-
tal and the guardian the hospital 
recommended in the same case.

moran, from the florida Bar, 
said he could not speak for the 
lawyers’ group but said that sce-
nario raised “all kinds of red flags.”

Sterling’s role in Hulse’s case 
was largely to file court motions. 
one sought approval for a month-
ly transfer of $10,000 from Hulse’s 
brokerage account to his checking 
account so Carlson could pay his 
nursing home and other bills. An-
other asked the court for $2,925 
for Carlson, for time spent open-
ing Hulse’s mail, arranging physi-
cal therapy and other tasks during 
her first four months. The money 
to pay Sterling and Carlson came 
from Hulse’s accounts, which had 
more than $1.5 million, according 
to a note in his file.

In August 2020, after Hulse had 
fallen five times at the Lake mary 
nursing home, Carlson moved 
him to a smaller facility. She also 
started liquidating his posses-
sions, reporting to the court that 
she sold his cars, paintings, a 
diamond ring, camera equipment 
and guns. many items were sold in 
cash at an estate sale, according to 
neighbors who went to it. It’s 
unclear how much Carlson re-
ported earning for Hulse; most 
financial details are kept sealed.

In April 2021, Carlson signed an 
agreement to sell Hulse’s house 
with Kimberly and mark Adams, 
husband-and-wife real estate 
agents who lived in her gated 
community lined with palm trees, 
giving them a 6 percent commis-
sion, an amount typically split 
between the seller’s and buyer’s 
agents. Carlson quickly sold the 
home for $215,000 before it was 
even publicly known to be on the 
market, according to the inspec-
tor general’s investigation. A com-
pany called Harding Street 
Homes bought Hulse’s home and 
resold it a few months later for 
$347,000 — $132,000 more than 
Hulse got for it. Efforts to reach 
the person who runs that compa-
ny were unsuccessful.

Soon after the home was sold, 
Katie Thompson, Hulse’s niece, 
expanded her search for her un-
cle. Busy with her job and her first 
baby, she had not realized for 
months that her brother and fa-
ther also had not heard from 
Hulse. She was a legal researcher 

Pinellas court clerk.
The task force organized by the 

state clerks and comptrollers last 
year said hospitals should find a 
less drastic way to deal with pa-
tients costing them money, such 
as authorizing someone to be 
their power of attorney or health 
surrogate. It also sought a ban on 
requesting a specific guardian be-
cause that raises concerns about 
the guardian’s allegiance — is it to 
the patient or the hospital giving 
them work?

A Washington Post review of 
guardianship records in central 
florida found scores of recent 
petitions by hospitals seeking a 
guardian for patients 65 and old-
er, and many asked for a specific 
professional guardian.

Hulse’s guardianship
In April 2020, when Hulse was 

ready to be discharged, a staff 
member of the orlando hospital 
signed a petition to the court 
stating that he had “no one to take 
care of the financial and medical 
decisions.”

Hulse, like most patients over 
65, was covered by medicare. It 
pays the hospital by diagnosis, not 
length of stay, an attempt to stop 
excessive billing. Generally it pays 
a hospital $23,000 for an elderly 
stroke patient in orlando, a sum 
that assumes a five-day stay. After 
that, a hospital starts losing mon-
ey. A new patient in the same bed 
would bring in thousands of dol-
lars a day.

The American Hospital Associ-
ation said more patients are stay-
ing “excessive days” and has lob-
bied for increased medicare pay-
ments. many hospitals are also 
overwhelmed by people who are 
homeless or have a mental illness 
and other patients unable to pay 
their bills. An AHA spokesman 
also said a hospital may initiate a 
guardianship but a judge ap-
proves it.

Laura Sterling, an attorney 
hired by the orlando hospital, 
recommended Carlson as Hulse’s 
guardian. In florida, lawyers rep-
resent guardians in court, and 
Sterling was Carlson’s lawyer. In 
her court filing that requested 
Carlson, Sterling does not men-
tion that if Carlson was assigned, 
she also would be paid as her 
lawyer, at a rate of $300 an hour.

Sterling did not respond to re-
quests for comment. There is no 

base goes online, it will give the 
first statistical snapshot of the 
system.

Critics have called for a uni-
form system with more oversight. 
But several florida officials said 
those who benefit from the cur-
rent, complex system, including 
lawyers, impede reform. Efforts to 
make attorneys’ fees in these cases 
more publicly visible have also 
failed.

“There are a lot of great attor-
neys out there,” Burke said. But 
the court clerk said there has been 
pushback from the real Property, 
Probate and Trust Law Section of 
the florida Bar, adding, “It’s a 
trade union for all practical pur-
poses, and it protects their mem-
bers and the fees they receive.”

These attorneys are influential 
in the state legislature, where 
their expertise is often sought to 
draft laws related to guardian-
ships and estates.

John moran, chair-elect of the 
florida Bar’s real Property, Pro-
bate and Trust Section, said far 
from blocking improvements, it 
has stated policy positions that 
seek reforms, including more 
transparency. Asked why legal 
fees cannot be more readily 
known, moran cited privacy con-
cerns of the incapacitated person. 
He also emphasized that “no law-
yer gets paid without a judge 
approval.”

So the system with few guard-
rails continues. Court clerks audit 
guardians’ reports that detail how 
they spend the money of the per-
son in their care, among other 
things. Any irregularities are to be 
flagged to a judge. But clerks are 
swamped, with little time to read 
through a case file that is often 
thousands of pages.

Grant maloy, the Seminole 
County court clerk, said his office 
has a far bigger caseload today 
than 15 years ago yet a smaller 
budget.

The judges are overloaded, too. 
Pinellas County has two judges 
and two magistrates overseeing 
3,000 guardianships — in addi-
tion to other types of cases.

No witness or body camera ac-
companies a guardian into a per-
son’s home. They are trusted to 
accurately inventory all valuables 
in their court report. “There could 
be $5,000 stuffed under the sofa, 
and if the guardian pocketed it, 
who would know?” said Burke, the 

been assigning a relative or close 
friend as the protector of someone 
unable to make their own deci-
sions. But more people are socially 
isolated and have no one they can 
count on at the end of their life. 
Even many people with close rela-
tives are estranged from them.

In many societies, family mem-
bers of different generations live 
under one roof. But one of the 
most dramatic shifts in the Ameri-
can lifestyle is single-person 
households. many live alone be-
ginning in their 20s and by the 
time they are in their 80s, most 
live by themselves.

So judges now often assign pro-
fessional guardians, a person paid 
to care for someone they don’t 
know. Carlson told the court she 
was already caring for 18 others 
when she was assigned to Hulse. 
Carlson charged him $65 an hour, 
according to her bills filed in 
court. When a judge signed off, 
she paid herself from Hulse’s bank 
account.

In some states, the only require-
ment to be a guardian is to be 18 
years old. florida has more re-
quirements including a back-
ground and credit check. But still, 
compare the 40-hour training 
course with, for instance, the 900 
educational hours required to be-
come a licensed barber.

Yet these caretakers control 
people’s lives and money. In just 
one florida county, Palm Beach, 
guardians control about $1 bil-
lion, according to Anthony Palm-
ieri, deputy inspector general for 
the Palm Beach Circuit Court.

“You have your nail techs and 
tennis pros — their business is not 
so good and they want something 
more lucrative and they’re jump-
ing into guardianship,” Palmieri 
said.

But adding an independent 
monitor from outside the court, a 
frequent recommendation, is ex-
pensive. “The system would be 
cured, in my opinion, by the De-
partment of Elder Affairs taking 
responsibility for guardianship” 
said Burke, the Pinellas court 
clerk.

In florida, even funding a state-
wide guardianship database was a 
battle. Currently, there isn’t an 
official number of how many peo-
ple are in them; best estimates are 
about 50,000. Each county keeps 
its own records, and some do that 
better than others. When the data-

years, longer than many in a tran-
sient place.

raymond Charest, president of 
the Seminole County Gun and 
Archery Association, said that in 
the 1990s Hulse taught members 
about how to safely handle and 
store guns but that recently he 
wasn’t involved in the club. “I 
would see him shooting out there. 
But it was just, ‘Hey, how are you 
doing?’ and that was it.”

Katie Thompson, Hulse’s niece, 
said for years her uncle regularly 
visited her mother, father, brother 
and her in the Philadelphia area. 
She also went to see him at his 
three-bedroom florida home full 
of exceptional items he collected 
in his travels, including a Las 
Vegas-style slot machine.

But his visits stopped when his 
sister, Katie’s mother, developed 
dementia before she died in 2018. 
Hulse had seen his own mother 
die the same way. “I think it just 
got too hard for him,” his niece 
said.

After Hulse’s only sibling 
passed away, he became harder to 
reach, but he eventually respond-
ed to calls and emails.

After his stroke, Hulse was con-
fused and apparently unable to 
tell anyone to call his family. It’s 
unclear what efforts the hospital 
made to track down any relatives.

Geo morales, a spokesman for 
the orlando Health South Semi-
nole Hospital, said he could not 
discuss details of Hulse’s case be-
cause of privacy laws. He emailed 
a statement that said the hospital 
works “with various community 
partners in an attempt to reach 
next of kin. However, reaching a 
patient’s next of kin is not always 
possible.”

“We are seeing more of these 
patients with dementia and other 
ailments who live alone and/or 
are estranged from relatives,” mo-
rales said in an email. He strongly 
urged people to draw up a will or 
designate someone to make their 
health decisions and to note this 
in their medical file.

Hulse had not. In these cases, 
court records show, hospitals of-
ten turn to guardianships, even 
though they are widely consid-
ered a last resort and difficult to 
reverse.

a safety net built for a 
different era

for generations, judges have 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Jonathan Thompson holds a photo of his uncle, Douglas Hulse, as he and his sister, Katie Thompson, sort through old family pictures. For 
a year, Katie Thompson, who lives in Pennsylvania, did not know what happened to her uncle, who lived in Florida.  Hulse’s former home in Lake Mary, Fla. 
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knew about his family.”
Carlson did not answer ques-

tions about whether she saw the 
names and addresses of Hulse’s 
niece and nephew on cards and 
gifts mailed to his home. She also 
distanced herself from hospitals: 
“I have never met anyone at the 
hospital. Lawyers do.”

Carlson said she got Hulse’s 
case when “a lawyer” sent an 
email to her and other profession-
al guardians, asking if anyone had 
“the bandwidth” to care of an-
other patient leaving a hospital.

In February, Katie Thompson 
did not meet Carlson when she 
flew to Orlando with her 3-month-
old, her second child, to visit her 
uncle. He seemed comforted by 
the photos she brought of his 
childhood home in Virginia, of her 
mother and him when they were 
young. “He was very sick then. I 
was grateful for the time with 
him.”

On March 16, the Florida De-
partment of Law Enforcement 
said its preliminary inquiry found 
“no evidence” to warrant a crimi-
nal investigation “at this time,” 
according to an email received in 
the FOIA request.

Advocates for the elderly say 
police and prosecutors often do 
not treat financial exploitation of 
elderly people seriously enough 
and are reluctant to sink time into 
cases where the only witness has 
dementia, if still alive.

Two days after the state de-
clined to pursue a criminal inves-
tigation, Hulse died.

Carlson had prepaid for the 
same basic cremation package she 
purchases for many in her care. 
Hulse’s family had his ashes bur-
ied with his parents on Long Is-
land.

Katie Thompson received a 
small box from Carlson with pho-
tos and a few other items that 
belonged to her uncle. She and her 
brother are now waiting to learn 
what is left in his estate.

The Florida Department of El-
der Affairs, after being contacted 
by The Post, reprimanded Carlson 
for her failure to file timely re-
ports. Her penalty: She must take 
eight more hours of classroom 
training.

“Not even a slap on the wrist,” 
said Hogue. “The result is the 
corruption continues, and it only 
gets worse, bigger and bigger.”

Said Katie Thompson, “This 
system trusts a person to be a 
guardian angel, but people are 
not.”

alice Crites contributed to this report.

who used Westlaw, an online legal 
database, and when she typed her 
uncle’s name into it, she was 
stunned to see him listed in a 
guardianship case.

“How could the hospital do 
this?” she thought. Since older 
people end up in an emergency 
room, she figured there must be a 
system for contacting family. “If 
they just called me none of this 
would have happened.”

In the days after Carlson be-
came Hulse’s guardian, she did 
not call his relatives, either. Carl-
son said it was unfortunate but no 
one’s fault: “How does a person 
find out about somebody who 
doesn’t live in the same state? 
About family who don’t have the 
same last name? I didn’t have 
anybody’s name to Google.”

Thompson has her own regrets. 
For one thing, she wished she had 
gotten on a plane earlier despite 
worries about the pandemic.

On top of everything else, she 
said, she and her brother were 
helping their father, heartbroken 
over the death of their mother. “I 
kept thinking if something was 
really wrong with my uncle I 
would have gotten a call,” she said.

Thompson and her brother be-
gan calling those involved in the 
court case. But nobody answered 
their key question: Where was 
Hulse?

Finally, a court clerk advised 
them to write a letter to the court.

“We want to know where our 
uncle is, that he is safe and well 
cared for, and that his money was 
being well-stewarded so that he 
can remain so,” Katie Thompson 
wrote on July 28, 2021, to Semi-
nole County Circuit Court Judge 
Donna Goerner. “We want to be 
able to be in contact with him.”

Months passed with no reply.

A watchdog helping from her 
kitchen table

Around the start of 2022, Hil-
lary Hogue was sitting at her 
kitchen table in Naples, Fla., 
scrolling online through guard-
ianship cases, when she randomly 
clicked on Hulse’s.

“I look for red flags and when 
you see a hospital is involved, it’s a 
red flag,” said Hogue. A single 
mom of two teenage boys, she 
became an unpaid citizen watch-
dog after her own horrible guard-
ianship experience. To get her 
father released from one, she paid 
over $100,000 in legal fees. He 
now lives with her.

Hogue knew other cases where 
hospitals did not notify relatives 
before setting in motion a hard-to-

cause” that Carlson and the real 
estate agents “engaged in a 
scheme to defraud.”

Reached by phone, Kimberly 
Adams denied knowing anything 
about the inspector general inves-
tigation: “I honestly don’t know 
what you are referring to … I sell 
property all the time.”

Mark Adams did not return 
phone calls.

Carlson defended her sale of 
Hulse’s home. She told a state 
investigator that it was in “very 
poor condition,” according to the 
inspector general report, and that 
“it wasn’t safe to allow the general 
public” inside because there were 
“a lot of valuables in the house, a 
lot of guns and a lot of ammo as 
well.”

But Hulse’s family said he kept 
his guns in a safe, and Carlson 
billed Hulse for finding lock-
smiths to open his gun safe.

In The Post interview, Carlson 
said there are ways to improve the 
guardianship system but most im-
portantly family should take care 
of their relatives. Then she quickly 
added, “In Doug’s case, no one 

eral’s office issued a critical re-
port, a copy of which was obtained 
by The Post through a Freedom of 
Information Act request.

It stated that Carlson, when 
seeking court approval for the sale 
of Hulse’s home, submitted a “de-
ficient, deceptive, and fraudulent” 
comparative market analysis sup-
plied by Kimberly Adams, the real 
estate agent. Hulse’s home was 
“undervalued” and not publicly 
advertised.

The inspector general’s investi-
gation also found no permits re-
quired for significant renovation. 
It concluded that after “superfi-
cial changes,” Hulse’s home was 
“flipped” for a big profit for the 
buyer — money that Hulse lost out 
on.

The inspector general’s office, 
lacking the investigative power of 
law enforcement, including the 
ability to subpoena bank records, 
pushed for a criminal investiga-
tion. It urged law enforcement to 
look into the handling of Hulse 
home and two others Carlson sold 
with the same real estate agents, 
stressing it had found “probable 

guess the letter finally got to the 
top of someone’s pile,” he said.

Carlson outlined Hulse’s medi-
cal problems and said he probably 
had a series of strokes. Because of 
the pandemic, she said, for a long 
stretch at the start of the guard-
ianship she had not met him in 
person. She offered to arrange 
FaceTime calls. and soon Katie 
and Jonathan were talking to 
Hulse about old family trips to 
Gettysburg, Pa., and Cape Canav-
eral, Fla.

But they were wary. A state 
investigator, spurred by Hogue’s 
complaint, had called them, ask-
ing questions about Carlson.

They had their own questions: 
Since Carlson knew Hulse had the 
money for in-home aides why was 
he in a strange place that added to 
his confusion? Didn’t she see their 
cards mailed to his home or their 
contacts in his phone? And, why 
would a former real estate agent 
undersell a home without adver-
tising it?

The investigation
In July 2022, the inspector gen-

stop legal process. “It’s just outra-
geous. Doesn’t anyone care about 
Mr. Hulse?”

She zeroed in on the price of 
Hulse’s home, which seemed re-
markably low to her, especially 
after she looked up more informa-
tion about it. Aware of other cases 
where guardians sold homes at 
bargain rates to friends or for 
kickbacks, Hogue filed a com-
plaint with the office that regu-
lates guardians, knowing it would 
draw scrutiny to Hulse’s case.

Katie Thompson, meanwhile, 
inquired about getting her uncle 
released from his guardianship. 
The Florida lawyer she contacted 
told her that she could spend 
$20,000 trying, with no guarantee 
of success. Hulse’s health was 
worsening and soon, any hope she 
had of moving him to Pennsylva-
nia so she could manage his care 
became less of an option.

In January 2022, Carlson final-
ly contacted the family. She called 
Jonathan Thompson, Hulse’s 
nephew, who believes her call was 
prompted by the family’s letter to 
the judge six months earlier. “I 
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Hillary Hogue, a citizen watchdog, searches through guardianship cases looking for red flags at her home in Naples, Fla.  To get her 
father released from a guardianship, she paid over $100,000 in legal fees. He now lives with her. 
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ELECTION 2024

BY MARIANNE LEVINE, 
ISAAC ARNSDORF 

AND HANNAH KNOWLES

URBaNDaLE, Iowa — A larger-
than-life cutout of Donald 
Trump’s disembodied head float-
ed on the wall, watching over 
stacks of thousands of signed 
caucus pledges at a campaign 
office. Nearby, 16 supporters at-
tended a training to become cau-
cus captains when Iowa holds the 
first Republican nominating con-
test in January.

They were charged with turn-
ing out Trump backers to their 
caucus locations and speaking 
there on behalf of the campaign. 
Their enticement: a limited edi-
tion white-and-gold MAGA hat. 
Their mission: to overcome com-
placency from polls showing 
Trump far ahead and help deliver 
a show-of-force win.

“When we deliver President 
Trump that 50-, 60-point victory, 
it’s just going to suffocate all the 
air out of the room,” the instruc-
tor said. “When we swamp ’em 
here, this thing’s over.”

With just over two months 
until the caucuses, Trump, who 
has rallied enthusiastic support 
as he faces 91 charges across four 
criminal indictments, is in a 
dominant position over his rivals 
in the state, interviews with local 
GOP strategists and officials, vot-
ers, campaign advisers and polls 
show. Below him sits a traffic jam 
of lower-tier candidates, includ-
ing several intensifying their fo-
cus in Iowa. The dynamic leaves 
Trump for now insulated from 
any breakaway challenger and 
eyeing a knockout blow, while 
others look for a strong enough 
showing to survive beyond the 
state.

In the state many anti-Trump 
Republicans hoped would expose 
his weaknesses, Trump has in-
stead maintained strength this 
year, running with near incum-
bent status and legal problems 
that have only galvanized his 
base. The widely respected NBC 
News/Des Moines Register/ 
Mediacom Iowa poll recently 
showed Trump with 43 percent 
support among likely GOP cau-
cus-goers, followed by Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis and an ascen-
dant former U.N. ambassador 
Nikki Haley, tied at 16 percent. 
The poll also found that Trump’s 
supporters are more enthusiastic 
and committed to Trump, com-
pared with Haley’s or DeSantis’s.

“The race in Iowa is between 
Haley and DeSantis for second 
and for a combined vote of more 
than Trump’s,” said David Oman, 
a former state party co-chair who 
has been involved in the GOP’s 
Iowa caucuses since they began 
in 1976, and is not committed in 
this race. “Trump talk of 40-, 50-, 
60-point leads isn’t true and 
won’t be true in Iowa.”

The former president’s rivals 
continue to argue that if Trump is 
to be stopped or slowed any-
where, it’s Iowa, a state he lost in 
2016 before going on to win the 
Republican nomination. Trump 
has criticized the state’s popular 
Republican governor, Kim 
 Reynolds. He has clashed with 
evangelical leaders over abortion 
and other issues. And the super 
PAC backing Trump has stepped 
up its ad spending in Iowa, in-
cluding on attacks against 
 DeSantis, which DeSantis opera-
tives see as a sign that the Trump 
team views the Florida governor 
as a threat.

Still, several Republican oper-
atives argue that unless the field 
narrows, Iowa remains Trump’s 
to lose.

“The former president is going 
to run away with this if there is 
not consolidation amongst the 

rest of the field,” said Jimmy 
Centers, an Iowa-based Republi-
can consultant who was previ-
ously a spokesman for the Bran-
stad-Reynolds gubernatorial ad-
ministration. “If Iowa is the hill 
to die on, I hope you have a lot of 
provisions. Because as the field 
currently stands, there is no path 
to beating former president 
Trump.”

While George W. Bush was the 
last Republican to win Iowa and 
go on to win his party’s nomina-
tion in a contested GOP primary, 
Iowa’s first-in-nation status gives 
it a critical role in winnowing the 
field. And this cycle, it could take 
on heightened importance: a big 
win for Trump could build insur-
mountable momentum for him 
heading into New Hampshire 
and the other early states. Yet 
rival campaigns hope that even a 
close second-place finish or 
against-the-odds upset could 
change the trajectory of the race. 
DeSantis’s campaign is moving a 
third of his staff to the Hawkeye 
State; Haley recently expanded 
her operations; and Sen. Tim 
Scott (R-S.C.) declared last  week 
that it’s “Iowa or bust.”

Candidates have tailored their 
speeches to the state. Trump 
touts that he “fought for Iowa 
ethanol,” stood up to China and 
delivered subsidies to farmers, an 
apparent reference to his admin-
istration’s decision to subsidize 
farmers hurt by his trade war 
with China. DeSantis notes on 
the trail that he’s the only candi-
date who’s committed to visiting 
all of Iowa’s counties and leans 
into issues popular with Iowans 
such as restricting  Chinese na-
tionals from purchasing farm-
land. Haley, in her Iowa remarks, 
praises GOP Sen. Charles E. 
Grassley, joking he would run 
circles around everyone else in 
the room while discussing her 
pitch for mental competency 
tests for politicians over 75. She 
also mentions Iowa when dis-
cussing China’s expansion into 
the U.S., referencing the pur-
chase of the largest pork pro-
ducer.

All of it is toward a goal of 
convincing a small slice of a 
population of about 3.2 million to 
participate in a unique process, 
where the number of caucus-go-
ers can swing wildly from cycle to 
cycle and voters sometimes 
change their minds late. Roughly 
187,000 people participated in 
the GOP caucus in 2016. In 2020, 
about 176,000 Democrats partici-
pated in the caucuses. Cam-
paigns this year are expecting 
more than 200,000 people to 
caucus.

Trump 2024 versus
 Trump 2016

At a Sioux City rally, Trump 
told the crowd that he owed them 
an apology, because he’d been 
predicting that he would easily 
win Iowa: “My people say you 
cannot assume that,” he added. 
“Well we are, I think we’re up by 
47 points or something … They 
said, ‘Sir, it would be nice if you 
didn’t say that — because you 
can’t just assume, you know peo-
ple may get upset.’ ”

Yet Trump’s advisers are pro-
jecting confidence about their 
path forward, noting the differ-
ence between his bare-bones op-
eration in 2016 when he lost by 
roughly 6,000 votes to Sen. Ted 
Cruz (R-Tex.) and today’s efforts, 
which include caucus trainings 
and a database of voters. A senior 
campaign staffer said it has col-
lected 41,000 pledges so far.

The campaign sees its work as 
more heavily anchored in turning 
out loyal supporters than per-
suading them and in Trump mak-
ing one-on-one personal connec-

tions. During a Dubuque County 
GOP meeting in October, the 
county GOP secretary, Jayne Uel-
ner, recalled her experience rid-
ing in the former president’s mo-
torcade, calling it “the most phe-
nomenal thing we’ve ever done in 
our life.”

Outside of a Trump “Commit 
to Caucus” event in Waterloo on a 
chilly Saturday morning, Jeanne 
Grimm, 66, and her sister-in-law 
Dalen Grimm, 71, did not identify 
as Republicans before Trump and 
did not caucus in 2016. But they 
plan to next year.

“It’s probably the most impor-
tant election we’ve had in years, 
in decades,” Dalen said. In 
 Urbandale, a show of hands indi-
cated about half the trainees 
were first-time caucus-goers. Sev-
eral doubled as the precinct 
chairs who would be in charge of 
running the caucus at their loca-
tions.

The campaign is targeting sev-
eral different groups of voters, 
according to advisers who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss internal strategy, includ-
ing reliable caucus-goers who 
have participated since 2016; 
those who caucused in 2020 but 
didn’t vote in the 2022 midterms; 
and donors and rally attendees. 
The campaign is relying on peer-
to-peer texting, as well as phone 
calls from volunteers and staff, 
advisers said. The Trump cam-
paign also went up in Iowa and 
New Hampshire last week with a 
new cable ad, seeking to contrast 
with Biden.

The campaign said it has re-
cruited 1,300 caucus captains, 
with multiple captains for some 
of Iowa’s 1,656 precincts. Lois 
Gorman from Altoona has been a 
precinct captain and poll watcher 
before. When canvassers from 
other campaigns would show up 
at her door, she would invite 
them into her living room to 
show them a wall covered in 
Trump paraphernalia: a Trump 
flag, a photo, an autographed 
scrapbook, books by him and 
Melania Trump.

“I get these phone calls, ‘We’re 
taking a poll, who’s your second 
choice?’ ” she said. “Don’t have 
one.”

DeSantis battles to be the 
alternative

DeSantis, once seen as the 
candidate best positioned to 
challenge Trump, has faded this 
year, and is now in a heated 
competition with Haley. DeSantis 
operatives argue they are laying 
the kind of groundwork that pays 
off late in the race, echoing the 
organizing-centric playbooks of 
past Iowa victors such as Cruz.

A super PAC supporting 
 DeSantis, Never Back Down, has 
built a massive door-knocking 
operation and recruited local 
chairs in all 99 of Iowa’s counties. 
And the Florida governor is cam-
paigning with particular inten-
sity in Iowa, on track to hit his 
87th county last week. Never 
Back Down has gathered more 
than 30,000 commit-to-caucus 
cards and drew 60 people to its 
first precinct captain training 
recently. Never Back Down has 
also filled about half of the pre-
cincts with captains and has 
thanked those who have commit-
ted to caucus with care packages 
and handwritten thank-you 
notes from trainers. Meanwhile, 
the DeSantis campaign is run-
ning its first television ad of the 
race in the state.

“They can pound their chests 
all they want, but they know they 
will never be able to build the 
operation needed to win the cau-
cus, nor can they repair the 
damage Trump has done with 
Republicans in the state,” said 

Trump camp hopes for knockout 
 in Iowa, as others jockey for second

JaBin BoTsford/The WashingTon PosT

Supporters react as former president Donald Trump arrives for a rally  in Dubuque, Iowa. Trump has 
rallied support for his presidential bid despite the 91 charges across four criminal indictments.
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Haley leads DeSantis among 
those with a college degree 22 
percent to 16 percent and women 
44 and younger by a slightly 
wider margin, according to the 
survey.

During a mid-October swing 
through Iowa, Haley stressed her 
foreign policy experience and fo-
cus on national security. Her 
experience as a U.N. ambassador 
won over many in the room, who 
cited increasing concern for the 
unfolding war in the Middle East. 
Several attendees said they had 
been deciding between Haley and 
DeSantis until recently, and that 
her foreign policy expertise is 
what won them over.

Vivek Ramaswamy, who came 
in at only four percent in the Iowa 
poll, recently rented an apart-
ment in Des Moines, and a cam-
paign official who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss internal plans said to expect 
a shift in focus to the state after 
this  week’s debate — both in 
terms of resources and the candi-
date’s physical presence.

Yet Linda Upmeyer, co-chair of 
the Iowa GOP, said it’s hard to 
envision someone other than 
Trump winning Iowa.

“I wouldn’t put my money 
anywhere else just based on num-
bers, not that polling is all per-
fect,” she said. “But this isn’t like a 
seven-point gap, or a five-point 
gap. This is significant separation 
between President Trump and 
any other candidate.”

Dylan Wells and emily guskin 
contributed to this report.

MAGA Inc., which is pro-Trump, 
has spent $7 million.

Haley on the rise
Haley is seen by many Republi-

cans as a more natural fit for New 
Hampshire and her home state of 
South Carolina, where she has 
spent considerable time cam-
paigning. But she is upping in-
vestments in Iowa, opening a 
headquarters in Clive and hiring 
two new staffers with Iowa ex-
perience earlier this month: 
Hooff Cooksey, Reynolds’s 2018 
campaign manager, and Troy 
Bishop, the field director for 
Grassley’s Senate race last cycle.

The former South Carolina 
governor has courted indepen-
dents who plan to caucus with 
the Republicans in Iowa. In the 
latest poll, 22 percent of indepen-
dents listed her as their first 
choice, up from 10 percent in 
August, but Trump still leads 
with that group at 33 percent. 

Never Back Down chief operating 
officer Kristin Davison, speaking 
of the Trump campaign.

Lisa Johnson, 43, from Ankeny, 
is the kind of caucus-goer who 
will be crucial for DeSantis — 
part of a large swath of voters 
who are open to both Trump and 
other candidates. Johnson 
doesn’t care about Trump’s “atti-
tude” and says “he got stuff done.” 
But she’s still learning about De-
Santis and says that so far she’s 
impressed. “Who knows — I 
might switch,” she said.

Sue Higgins, a former Trump 
supporter who calls herself inde-
pendent, said she’s already sold 
on DeSantis — because the for-
mer president has accumulated 
lot of “baggage” and that “we 
need a clean start.”

DeSantis has aggressively 
courted evangelical voters. Pas-
tor Michael Demastus of Des 
Moines, who sees the race as 
between Trump and DeSantis, 
said there’s a “swath of evangeli-
cals” who will remain loyal to 
Trump. “They see the litigation 
that’s happening against him as 
persecutorial, and so he’s kind of 
held in a martyr sense,” 
 Demastus said. Yet he added: 
“There’s a lot of people when it 
comes to Trump, they are tired of 
having to explain away his behav-
ior.”

The recent Des Moines Regis-
ter/NBC News/Mediacom poll 
had DeSantis and Trump tied for 
the largest share of caucusgoers 
selecting each candidate as their 
first choice, second choice or 
actively considering them — and 
echoed other surveys suggesting 
that Trump would gain if DeSan-
tis dropped out.

“If we weren’t doing well, we 
would not be the focal point of 
the attacks,” DeSantis told con-
servative talk host Hugh Hewitt 
last week.

Chris LaCivita, a Trump cam-
paign senior adviser, responded: 
“Of course our opponents are 
worried about any money we 
spend in Iowa. Because it illus-
trates that we’re serious about 
kicking their a--.”

Never Back Down has out-
spent other candidate-aligned 
groups on television ad buys in 
Iowa since the start of the year, 
investing $15.6 million, followed 
by Trust in the Mission PAC, 
which is backing Scott and has 
spent $12.7 million, according to 
data from AdImpact. SFA Fund, 
which is supporting Haley, has 
spent about $11.7 million and 

scOtt OlsON/getty iMAges

Republican presidential candidate Nikki Haley greets guests during a campaign event  on Oct. 21 in 
Pella, Iowa. She has been upping investments in Iowa, opening a headquarters in Clive.

Nick ROhlMAN/AP

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis has promised to reach all the counties in 
the state and has aggressively courted evangelical voters.

“There’s a lot of people 
when it comes to 

Trump, they are tired of 
having to explain away 

his behavior.”
Michael Demastus, 

a pastor from Des Moines
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BY EVAN HALPER

SaCO, Maine — Last December, 
Ellen McCurley was settling into a 
calm new life, savoring sunsets 
from the porch of a modest river-
front home with her dogs Sadie 
and Maisie, when a notice from 
the electric company turned it all 
upside down.

It was a nearly $1,000 bill from 
Central Maine Power, more than 
quadruple what she paid the 
month before. And the bills kept 
soaring, topping out at $1,200 by 
the end of March. She was sure it 
was a mistake but couldn’t get the 
company to reduce the charges.

“I would call them and say: 
‘This is not possible. Can you help 
me solve this?’” recalled the 64-
year-old social worker, who 
shared copies of her bills with The 
Washington Post. “I felt like I was 
going crazy.”

So McCurley began working to 
drive her power company out of 
business, joining a burgeoning na-
tional movement of consumers 
frustrated with power companies 
that they feel are unaccountable 
to ratepayers, and that have taken 
center stage in disasters such as 
this summer’s devastating wild-
fires in Maui.

The epicenter of the resistance 
is in Maine, where voters — who 
have wrangled with outages, bill-
ing mishaps and some of the high-
est electricity prices in the coun-
try — are joining a campaign to 
replace the state’s investor-
owned electric companies with a 
nonprofit utility. The campaign 
has drawn a coalition of the frus-
trated that cuts across ideological 
lines, including fed-up ratepayers 
and climate activists accusing the 
utilities of slow-walking the tran-
sition away from fossil fuels.

A ballot measure Mainers will 
decide on Tuesday calls for a hos-
tile takeover of sorts, creating a 
nonprofit company called Pine 
Tree Power that would seize con-
trol of the state’s electricity grid 
from Central Maine Power and 
Versant Power, the subsidiaries of 
multinational corporations that 
now own it. The shoestring cam-
paign is an existential threat to the 
industry, moving the Maine utili-
ties to spend more than $35 mil-
lion blitzing ratepayers with ads 
warning that the measure threat-
ens to create massive public debt, 

unending legal fights and soaring 
bills for customers.

“The burden of that debt would 
be enormous,” said Willy Ritch, 
executive director of Maine Af-
fordable Energy, a political action 
committee funded almost entirely 
by Central Maine Power’s parent 
company, Avangrid. Central 
Maine Power spokesman Jona-
than Breed argued that the com-
pany has resolved billing and cus-
tomers service problems that 
earned it millions of dollars in 
fines from the state, and that the 
challenging topography of Maine 
accounts for the high number of 
outages. Breed said the company 
could not respond to the specific 
complaints of McCurley and other 
customers interviewed by The 
Post for privacy reasons.

Yet all the spending on advertis-
ing disparaging the ballot meas-
ure is giving customers one more 
grievance with firms they say 
should be investing the money in 
bringing them better service. Pine 
Tree Power supporters are work-
ing with a meager $1 million 
budget but some high profile sup-
port, including the Sierra Club, 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and 
environmentalist icon Bill McKib-

ben.
However things play out on 

Election Day, the Maine campaign 
is a sign of what utilities nation-
wide increasingly face as consum-
er frustration boils over. The com-
panies are under more stress than 
at any time in recent memory, 
forced to respond to a confluence 
of events that demand nimble ac-
tion while operating under a dat-
ed financial and regulatory mod-
el.

Extreme weather events are 
creating unprecedented reliabili-
ty and public safety risks. The 
push to power cars and — in many 
parts of the country — all major 
home appliances with electricity 
is creating huge new demand. 
Spiking energy prices have sent 
rates in many parts of the country 
spiraling up.

And consolidation in the en-
ergy industry has left the impres-
sion among many ratepayers that 
their local utility — long consid-
ered part of the community fabric 
— has become overly focused on 
drawing profits for out-of-state in-
vestors.

“We are in a challenging time, 
and that is putting strains on the 
relationship between utilities and 

their customers not seen in dec-
ades,” said Michael Wara, an en-
ergy scholar at Stanford Univer-
sity.

As challenges mount, interest 
in taking utilities out of corporate 
control is growing. In California, 
state leaders had mulled a take-
over of Pacific Gas and Electric 
after deadly wildfires pushed the 
company into bankruptcy. Hawai-
ian Electric, facing scrutiny of its 
equipment’s role after the Maui 
wildfires this summer, finds itself 
targeted by activists for dissolu-
tion.

A flash point in the debate is the 
way corporate utilities make their 
profits, collecting hefty interest 
payments from ratepayers on the 
big power grid projects the com-
panies bankroll. Pine Tree Power 
proponents say a public utility can 
save ratepayers billions on such 
investments, as its goal would be 
financing projects as cheaply as 
possible rather than generating 
profits for shareholders.

“If these utilities were run by 
the government, at least there 
would be some responsiveness,” 
said Gerald Singleton, a California 
attorney whose firm has repre-
sented 15,000 plaintiffs in wildfire 

lawsuits against utilities. “If you 
don’t like how it is being run, you 
can vote the people in charge out. 
With investor-owned utilities you 
are just stuck.”

But putting the government in 
charge can bring its own set of 
problems.

Publicly owned utilities are 
“not a panacea,” said Severin Bo-
renstein, director of the Energy 
Institute at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley’s Haas School of 
Business. “They might be better in 
many cases, but it is easy to over-
sell them with the idea that the 
power company will finally oper-
ate in the public interest if it is just 
owned by the public. People who 
think that have never been to the 
DMV or dealt with the Social Secu-
rity office.”

Publicly owned utilities are not 
a new idea. They are operating in 
2,000 communities, providing 
electricity to 49 million people, 
according to the American Public 
Power Association. But they are 
generally small outfits, serving a 
city or county as opposed to an 
entire state. An exception is Ne-
braska, where there have not been 
any investor-owned utilities since 
1946.

Many public utilities are 
ranked higher in providing cus-
tomer service and offer lower 
rates than comparable investor-
owned utilities. But there have 
also been epic failures, such as in 
Puerto Rico, where years of mis-
management left ratepayers with 
an unstable grid and inflated rates 
before the utility went bankrupt 
in 2017.

The proposal in Maine would 
replace Central Maine Power and 
Versant with a nonprofit run by a 
board of seven elected members 
and six other people they select. 
Pine Tree Power would take con-
trol of the state’s power grid, buy-
ing out the existing utilities. It 
would be a messy and litigious 
process, and there is heated dis-
pute over the price tag, with the 
exiting power companies warning 
ratepayers it would cost more 
than $13 billion but other analysts 
saying it would be far less.

It took the community of Sacra-
mento more than 20 years from 
the time voters chose to break 
away from Pacific Gas and Electric 
until the courts finally gave the 
plan the green light in 1946. Kick-

ing out a corporate utility has only 
become more complicated since 
then.

Gov. Janet Mills, a Democrat, is 
urging voters to reject the Maine 
proposal, warning that enmesh-
ing the state in a decades-long 
battle over control of utility poles 
and transmission lines would be a 
costly mistake. The International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers is also working against the 
measure. Central Maine Power 
and Versant, for their part, charge 
that the Pine Tree Power cam-
paign is overpromising, noting 
that the primary reason electricity 
prices are so high in Maine is 
because the cost of power genera-
tion has spiked, and the utilities 
have no control over that. Under 
Maine law, utilities are prohibited 
from controlling generation, 
which is managed through con-
tracts negotiated by the state.

“The last thing we should be 
doing is trying to force an acquisi-
tion by eminent domain to buy 
something that, once we buy, we 
don’t know how to run,” said Fred 
Forsely, the chief executive of 
Shipyard Brewing Co. and a public 
face of the opposition campaign. 
The sentiment is shared by the 
owner of another well-known 
business in Portland, DiMillo’s on 
the Water, which for decades has 
served tourists lobsters in a for-
mer 206-foot-long car ferry con-
verted to a restaurant. “I never 
look at government to fix some-
thing for us,” said Steven DiMillo, 
who manages the business.

Yet a growing number of Main-
ers appear to have an equally low 
opinion of their power compa-
nies. Among them is Brian John-
son, a retiree in Harpswell who 
worked as a utility industry con-
sultant for decades.

Johnson is cleareyed about the 
risks of a Pine Tree Power take-
over. But after 17 power outages at 
his home over the course of a year 
and explanations from Central 
Maine Power that he found un-
convincing, Johnson began inves-
tigating how the firm is spending 
its profits. He decided ratepayers 
would be better off if the company 
were out of the equation.

“Senior management in many 
of these companies has lost touch 
with local communities,” Johnson 
said. “This has them scared, and 
for good reason.”

Soaring electric bills fuel e≠ort in Maine to oust for-profit utilities

anDreW Dickinson for the Washington Post

Ellen McCurley outside her home in Saco, Maine. Fed up with $1,000 electric bills, she is working to 
drive her for-profit power company out of business. A measure on  her state’s ballot Tuesday would 
create a nonprofit company called Pine Tree Power that would seize control of the electric grid.
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business offerings, the newspaper 
reported at the time.

In 2011, he was accused of play-
ing a role in the leak of an audio 
recording that had been obtained 
by his former colleagues at the 
Telegraph but given to the BBC, 
which then managed to land a 
bombshell story divulging a 
 Cabinet secretary’s private com-
ments about rupert murdoch.

Lewis denied the accusations but 
declined to answer questions about 
the scoop during a judicial inquiry, 
citing the need to protect sources. 

In 2020, he denied accusations 
he played a role in concealing 
emails about the hacking scandal, 
calling the charges made in a law-
suit “completely untrue.”

The search for ryan’s replace-
ment was led by interim CEo 
Patty Stonesifer, the founding 
chief executive of the Gates foun-
dation and a former high-ranking 
microsoft executive who sits on 
the Amazon board.

Emily Bell, who heads the Tow 
Center for Digital Journalism at 
Columbia Journalism School and 
competed against Lewis when she 
led the Guardian’s digital opera-
tion, described him as “very much 
a journalism-focused publisher.” 

She said that the years Lewis 
spent working for murdoch 
“means a certain amount of steel 
enters your soul.” She added — in 
reference to his dealing with mur-
doch as well as his future relation-
ship with Bezos — that Lewis’s 
“superpower, though, is being un-
believably good with very, very 
rich people.”

Lewis, who begins Jan. 2, was 
editor of the Telegraph when Bo-
ris Johnson wrote for the paper 
and reportedly served as an infor-
mal adviser to the former prime 
minister. Last month, he was 
knighted at Johnson’s recommen-
dation. Asked in September about 
his relationship with Johnson, 
who resigned from Parliament in 
June, Lewis told Bloomberg News 
he’s not a “fair-weather friend.”

business reporter and editor and 
then as chief editor of the Daily 
 Telegraph.

In 2010, he joined the murdoch-
owned News Corp. and the follow-
ing year was tasked with helping 
to run a committee created to 
address the company’s phone-
hacking and police bribery scan-
dal — the fallout of which led to 
criminal charges and the closure 
of the News of the World tabloid.

In a statement, Lewis said he 
was “thrilled and humbled” to be 
appointed to the job. “Leading 
this bold media brand means 
building on my commitment to 
championing high-quality jour-
nalism and safeguarding our 
democratic values, while growing 
The Post’s business and advancing 
its impact to the next generation 
and beyond.”

Lewis takes over during a tu-
multuous time for The Post, which 
has experienced a drop-off in both 
audience and subscribers. Execu-
tives are offering buyouts across 
the company in an effort to reduce 
its head count by about 10 per-
cent; the newsroom is expected to 
shrink to about 940 journalists, 
and The Post is projected to end 
the year taking a $100 million loss.

He replaces fred ryan, who 
stepped down earlier this year 
after overseeing most of The Post’s 
decade of rapid growth since it 
was purchased by Bezos, the 
founder of Amazon.

During ryan’s tenure, The 
Post’s audience and newsroom ex-
panded — a period that largely 
coincided with the supercharged 
Trump administration news cycle.

But like much of the media 
industry, The Post saw its business 
decline after Trump left office and 
the pandemic subsided.

Lewis left Dow Jones around 
then. During his tenure, the 
 Journal tripled its digital subscrib-
ers to 1.93 million and the compa-
ny boosted revenue through elite 

PuBLisheR from A1

New Post publisher, 
CEO led Dow Jones, 
Wall Street Journal

Carlotta Cardana/bloomberG/Getty ImaGes

William  Lewis, 
the incoming chief 
executive and 
publisher of The 
Washington Post. 
A veteran of British 
media and Rupert 
Murdoch-owned 
companies, Lewis 
most recently led 
the News 
Movement, which 
focuses on 
delivering 
nonpartisan news to 
younger audiences 
on TikTok and other 
social platforms.
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israel-gaza war

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

The Biden administration is 
working to fight a “gobsmacking” 
rise of antisemitism globally in 
the weeks since Hamas attacked 
Israel, the State Department’s 
special envoy for combating anti-
semitism said, as policymakers 
and Jewish community leaders 
say they are witnessing an alarm-
ing spike in anti-Jewish incidents 
that has unsettling historical 
precedents.

In Russia, a mob chased the 
exiting passengers of a plane 
from Tel Aviv, searching for Jews. 
In Paris, Stars of David were 
spray-painted onto the homes of 
Jewish families. In the Nether-
lands, a Jewish day school has 
started teaching remotely be-
cause it says it cannot guarantee 
the safety of its students.

Now the Biden administration 
is trying to encourage communi-
ties around the world to protect 
the security of their Jewish citi-
zens as it works more broadly to 
contain the fallout of the Hamas 
attack and the Israeli retaliation.

The State Department envoy, 
Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt, is 
a decorated scholar of antisemi-
tism through history. She famous-
ly prevailed against Holocaust 
denier David Irving in a years-
long trial in British courts. But 
even she said she is taken aback 
by the vitriol that has spiked since 
the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, which 
the Israeli government has called 
the biggest single-day killing of 
Jews since the Holocaust.

“I find myself gobsmacked, 
flabbergasted. And I don’t flab-
bergast easily. You can’t be a 
scholar of the Holocaust and be 

lant about protecting their Jew-
ish populations.

“We take this seriously,” Lip-
stadt said. “Jews may not seem to 
present as other victims of reli-
gious ethnic, racial bigotry pre-
sent, but it is to be taken seriously. 
So I think that that’s one of the 
messages that I transmit, that the 
United States government, this 
administration and previous ad-
ministrations, both sides of the 
aisle of Congress, rarely do we get 
to use the word bipartisan con-
cern, you know, but certainly on 
this issue, there is bipartisan con-
cern.”

Antisemitism has a long histor-
ical connection to broader chal-
lenges to the health of liberal 
democracies, Lipstadt said. “It’s 
the amber light that gets really 
strong right before the traffic 
light is going to turn to a very 
bright red,” she said. “This hatred 
is certainly a threat to democracy 
and threat to governmental sta-
bility. No country I know that 
tolerated extensive antisemitism 
remains a democracy.”

anGEla WEISS/aFP/GEtty IMaGES

MartIn DIvISEk/EPa-EFE/ShuttErStock

TOP: People gather for a candlelight vigil in New York on Wednesday in honor of the people killed by 
Hamas militants in the Oct. 7 attack in Israel. ABOVE: Demonstrators hold signs during a gathering 
Wednesday in the Old Town Square in Prague in support of Israel and against antisemitism.

surprised by things,” Lipstadt 
said. “And yet even I have a hard 
time. I don’t want to say uncom-
prehending, because I can com-
prehend, but I have a hard time 
absorbing all that’s going on.”

Lipstadt was in Italy when the 
attack happened, has visited 
Switzerland and France, and 
planned to go to Germany on 
Saturday, for now making Eu-
rope, home to large Jewish com-
munities, the primary focus of 
her efforts to encourage leaders 
to try to calm anti-Jewish senti-
ments. (Her job as ambassador 
does not extend to incidents of 
antisemitism inside the United 
States, though she said she was at 
a recent Education Department 
meeting at which American Jew-
ish leaders talked about rising 
incidents of antisemitism on uni-
versity campuses across the coun-
try.)

The attacks on Jews since Oct. 7 
are “not only quantitatively but 
qualitatively different,” Lipstadt 
said. The French Interior Minis-
try says there have been more 
than 800 antisemitic attacks in its 
country since the day of the 
Hamas attack, more than the 
count for all of 2022. At a “day of 
rage” protest in France last 
month, 85 percent of the parents 
of youths in Jewish schools kept 
their children home, Lipstadt 
said French authorities had told 
her.

“There’s something quite dif-
ferent happening here,” she said. 
“It’s eerie.”

Some people involved in at-
tacks on Jews have cited Israel’s 
aggressive campaign in Gaza as 
their motivation. Lipstadt said 
that makes little sense, given that 
an individual Jewish citizen of 
France or Sweden has no control 
over or responsibility for the ac-
tions of the Israeli government.

She said that she hoped to use 
the power of her office to draw 
attention to the issue and to push 
other governments to stay vigi-

State Dept. envoy 
decries global rise in 
antisemitic incidents
Biden official says surge 
in anti-Jewish hate has 
left her ‘flabbergasted’
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israel-gaza war

BY KAREN DEYOUNG, 
MICHAEL BIRNBAUM 
AND KAREEM FAHIM

The exit gate from Gaza into 
Egypt slammed shut again Satur-
day, leaving hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of foreigners still waiting to 
leave the embattled enclave as 
Hamas demanded that more in-
jured Palestinians be allowed to 
depart first.

A border official with the 
Hamas-controlled Gaza govern-
ment said that “no foreign pass-
port holders” would leave until 
“wounded people from hospitals” 
in Gaza City and other areas in the 
north, where Israeli warplanes 
this week struck hospitals and 
ambulances, were evacuated.

“Hamas refused to cooperate 
today,” a U.S. official familiar with 
the situation said, expressing 
measured optimism that things 
would be “back to normal tomor-
row.”

But what passes for normal in 
the ongoing war between Israel 
and Hamas is anything but, as 
fleeting deals for the evacuation of 
foreign nationals have been made, 
misunderstood and broken 
among participants and involved 
bystanders with vastly different 
agendas — some of whom com-
municate only through interme-
diaries or for politically conven-
ient public consumption.

“There is no one place where 
everyone is sitting around a table,” 
said one diplomat familiar with 
the situation and who, like others 
interviewed, spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss sensi-
tive negotiations. “It’s just a lot of 
back and forth among people in 
different locations, and it leads to 
a lot of confusion.”

After a hard-won agreement fi-
nally allowed trucks carrying hu-
manitarian relief to trickle into 
Gaza from Egypt two weeks ago, 
attention then focused on the 
thousands of foreign passport 
holders — most of them Palestin-
ian nationals with dual citizen-
ship — who were stuck inside 
when borders closed after 
Hamas’s brutal Oct. 7 attack on 
Israel.

“We’ve been working on that 
for these last two and a half weeks, 
day and night,” David Satterfield, 
President Biden’s special envoy to 
the humanitarian situation, told 
reporters Saturday before news of 
the day’s shutdown spread. “We’re 
very pleased that arrangements 
were reached and are being imple-
mented now and will be continu-
ing for a number of days ahead.”

U.S. officials said Saturday they 
were still accounting for how 
many American citizens have 
been able to leave so far.

“How long will this go on? 
When will everybody be out?” 
 Satterfield said. “The answer is 
they’ll be out when they’re out.”

In the early days of the crisis, as 
optimistic U.S. diplomats mes-
saged American citizens in Gaza 
to head south toward the Rafah 
crossing, many were stopped at 
Hamas checkpoints before reach-
ing the locked gate. Asked for 
documentation they didn’t know 
they needed and had little way to 

obtain, they were turned back.
As time went on and the poten-

tial evacuees huddled with little 
food, water or electricity in shel-
ters across southern Gaza, more 
roadblocks appeared from all 
sides, according to officials and 
diplomats from a variety of in-
volved countries.

Hungry and weary, foreign na-
tionals have been trapped in the 
crossfire, fearing Hamas’s stated 
desire to keep Gazans from mov-
ing south and an unrelenting bar-
rage of Israeli airstrikes, which 
left craters in the asphalt and 
damaged buildings on the Gaza 
side of the crossing and nearby 
towns.

Egypt, diplomats said, refused 
to open its side of the Rafah bor-
der crossing for humanitarian as-
sistance of refugee egress until the 
attacks stopped.

Egypt had additional concerns, 
which were repeatedly raised dur-
ing weeks of painful negotiations. 
In 2008, during one of the many 
previous clashes between Hamas 
and Israel, militants blew up part 
of the border wall with Egypt to 
protest an Israeli blockade of the 
enclave that continues to this day. 
Thousands flooded through the 
hole, racing to Egyptian towns to 
obtain goods scarce inside Gaza.

Most eventually returned home 
with full shopping bags, but the 
memory remains vivid in Cairo, 
where the government hates 
Hamas, an offshoot of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which shortly held 
elected power in Egypt before its 
government was overthrown in 
2013 by then-general and now-
president, Abdel Fatah El-Sisi.

Sisi has blanched at sugges-
tions that Gazans should find a 

new home in the vast desert ex-
panse of the Sinai Peninsula.

“Egypt has reaffirmed, and is 
reiterating, its vehement rejec-
tion of the forced displacement of 
the Palestinians and their transfer 
to Egyptian lands in Sinai,” Sisi 
told a peace summit in Cairo on 
Oct. 21. The United States has also 
been adamant that any Palestin-
ians — 700,000 of whom were 
displaced from Palestine follow-
ing Israel’s creation in 1948 — who 
flee Gaza now have a right to 
return to their homes there.

The summit coincided with the 

first indications that, if agreement 
could not yet be reached on get-
ting out of Gaza, there might be a 
settlement on getting things in. 
Biden raised the issue of the air-
strikes in southern Gaza — an area 
Israel had declared a “safe zone” — 
during his lightning visit to Tel 
Aviv on Oct. 18. On the flight 
home, he called Sisi from Air 
Force One and, as he told report-
ers on board, “got a commitment” 
from both sides on evacuees.

Egypt, he said, was “going to 
patch the road. They have to fill in 
potholes to get these trucks 

through. And that’s going to oc-
cur; they expect it’ll take about 
eight hours tomorrow. So, there 
may be nothing rolling through 
until — what’s today? I’m losing 
track of days. Thursday? Wednes-
day? Probably until Friday.”

As it turned out, the first 20 
trucks bearing essential lifesaving 
humanitarian aid entered Gaza 
early that Sunday.

But despite difficult negotia-
tions with Egypt about letting ci-
vilians in, Secretary of State 
 Antony Blinken has maintained 
that the real problem was that 

Hamas would not let them out. 
“We’ve had people come to Rafah, 
the crossing with Egypt. And to 
date, at least, Hamas has blocked 
them from leaving, showing once 
again, its total disregard for civil-
ians of any kind who are stuck in 
Gaza.” Blinken said on CBS’s Face 
the Nation on Oct. 22.

“The ball,” Blinken said, “is in 
Hamas’s court.” His statement 
puzzled Americans hunkered 
down in southern Gaza, who said 
they had seen no evidence of 
Hamas checkpoints or intimida-
tion at the Rafah crossing after the 
first days following the Hamas 
attacks on Israel.

Behind the scenes, however, 
the United States was locked in 
indirect negotiations with 
Hamas, mediated by Qatar, where 
the terrorist group maintains po-
litical representation.

“They said they would allow 
foreign nationals to leave, subject 
to a number of wounded Palestin-
ians to leave as well,” said a senior 
administration official who re-
counted the talks to reporters on 
Friday. Nobody objected to that in 
theory, the official said, and 
Hamas subsequently provided a 
list of injured Gazans who would 
be first through the gate.

But “one-third of the wounded 
Palestinians on the list were mem-
bers of Hamas,” something that 
was “unacceptable to Egypt, the 
United States and Israel,” a senior 
administration official said 
 Friday. Debate over the lists went 
on “for some time,” the official 
said, but “eventually the wounded 
Palestinians leaving with foreign 
nationals were not Hamas fight-
ers.”

At various points, according to 
diplomats from several countries 
involved — and who disagreed on 
who said what to whom and when 
— both the United States and 
Egypt asked for United Nations 
officials to staff the Gaza side of 
the border and examine docu-
ments and luggage of those cross-
ing. Before the U.N. could refuse, 
citing security and the need to 
remain above any particular na-
tional interest, Hamas rejected 
the proposal, saying it was a viola-
tion of Palestinian sovereignty 
and insisting that they would han-
dle security on their side of the 
border.

On Wednesday, Gazan civil 
servants and Egyptian officials fi-
nally showed up and opened the 
gates on both sides, allowing  am-
bulances to cross into the enclave 
and return carrying several dozen 
injured and vetted Palestinians. 
For three days thereafter, a few 
hundred foreign passport holders 
— approved by the Egyptian and 
Israeli governments — slowly filed 
through Rafah crossing.

The release valve worked until 
Saturday, when the gates on the 
Gaza side closed again. It re-
mained unclear whether more in-
jured Gazans, in sufficient num-
bers to satisfy Hamas and appro-
priately vetted by Egypt, Israel 
and the United States, would lead 
a new group into Egypt on Sunday.

birnbaum reported from Amman and 
fahim reported from beirut.

The long road to the Rafah crossing and out of Gaza

PhoTos by LoAy Ayyoub for The WAshingTon PosT

Palestinians with foreign passports wait to cross into Egypt. After the Rafah border crossing was shut on Saturday, an official with the  
Gaza government said that “no foreign passport holders” would leave until “wounded people from hospitals” in Gaza City  were evacuated.

 Ambulances from Egypt wait to pass through the Rafah border crossing to transport seriously 
wounded Palestinians. Its unclear whether more people will be allowed to cross into Egypt.
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Taliban seeks help 
from private sector

The Taliban on Saturday 
appealed to the private sector in 
Afghanistan to help people 
fleeing the mass deportation 
drive in Pakistan.

Pakistan is arresting and 
expelling all foreigners it said are 

in the country illegally, but the 
policy mostly affects Afghans 
because they are the biggest 
group of undocumented 
foreigners in the country.

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry in Kabul urged its 
private sector to step forward 
and help.

Afghans forcibly expelled 
from Pakistan are facing the 
worst situation of their lives, 

with no opportunities, the 
ministry said.

Afghanistan is overwhelmed 
by challenges, including years of 
drought, a beleaguered economy 
and the aftermath of decades of 
war.

—  Associated Press

Ancient bronze coins  found 
near coast of Sardinia: A diver 
who spotted something metallic 

not far from the coast of Sardinia 
has led to the discovery of tens of 
thousands of ancient bronze 
coins. The Italian culture 
ministry said Saturday that the 
diver alerted authorities, who 
sent divers assigned to an art 
protection squad along with 
others from the undersea 
archaeology department of the 
ministry. The coins dating from 
the first half of the 4th century 

were found in sea grass, near the 
shore of the  island.

Former Guinean  military ruler 
is back in prison: Moussa Dadis 
Camara, the former military 
ruler of Guinea, is back in 
custody, his lawyer said 
Saturday, denying that Camara 
was a willing participant in an 
earlier armed jailbreak that he 
described as a kidnapping by 

force. Residents of the capital 
Conakry woke to the sound of 
gunfire in the early hours of 
Saturday as heavily armed men 
sprang Camara and three other 
officers out of a central prison, 
which prompted Guinean 
authorities to launch a manhunt. 
Pepe Antoine, a lawyer for 
Camara, did not say how his 
client had returned to custody.

— From wire services

Digest

BY ANASTACIA GALOUCHKA

TOMakiVka, Ukraine — Mak-
sym and Ivan Lyakh, born four 
years apart, weren’t just brothers. 
They were best friends. So, when 
Russia invaded Ukraine and they 
wanted to fight for their country, 
they insisted on fighting together.

“We were always together,” said 
Ivan Lyakh, 19. “We would always 
party together, hang out together. 
We were inseparable. So we were 
set on fighting together. They 
tried to split us up, but we were 
stubborn.”

Russia’s war has left a perma-
nent mark on almost every Ukrai-
nian family, but the burden is 
arguably heaviest on those with 
multiple loved ones deployed to 
the front.

For Serhii Lyakh, 47, who owns 
a farming business in Tomakivka, 
and his wife, Lilya, 43, who has a 
women’s clothing boutique, it was 
their two sons — their only chil-
dren — who left to fight for the 
country’s freedom.

Maksym and Ivan’s initial at-
tempts to join the armed forces 
were rebuffed by recruitment of-
fices because of their youth and 
inexperience.

Eventually, they managed to 
join “Right Sector” — a military 
volunteer corps — in April 2022. 
After nine days of intense train-
ing, they deployed to Avdiivka, a 
perennial site of fierce fighting on 
the eastern front.

Their short preparation time 
did not faze them. A video from 
last year shows the brothers en-
thusiastically headbanging to 
heavy metal music and laughing, 
while driving to the front.

“They trained us well, but we 
wanted to fight, so we went fast,” 
Ivan said.

Their commander saw value in 
the brothers’ teamwork. Although 
there are no specific rules on fam-
ily members being split or teamed 
up for military duty, he made sure 
that Maksym and Ivan stayed to-
gether. To Ivan, this was impor-
tant. “I trusted my brother like 
nobody else,” he said.

In April, after a year of fighting 
side by side, the brothers were 
split up for the first time. Mak-
sym, who used the call sign 
“Frost,” was sent on a mandatory 
break while Ivan deployed near 
the embattled city of Bakhmut to 
protect a key logistical route nick-
named the “road of life.”

Maksym was furious that his 
little brother, call sign “Tokmak,” 
was sent to such a dangerous 
battle without him. But by the end 
of April, they were reunited in the 
besieged city.

Back home, their loved ones 
were worried.

Maksym’s girlfriend, Sofia 
Kozyriatska, 21, was studying to 
become a dentist, struggling with 
the daily difficulties of the war 
and her boyfriend’s absence. 
Their text messages included 
news from the front and words of 
encouragement. “Tell me every-
thing, so I know what to prepare 
for,” she pleaded in one text ex-
change.

Whenever Maksym could af-
ford it, he traveled to her dormito-
ry in Poltava so they could spend 
at least a night together. They 
talked about their future. Mak-
sym wanted to leave Ukraine after 
the war and live in a little house in 
the Scandinavian woods. He 
asked Sofia if she would go with 
him.

“We talked about having chil-
dren,” Sofia said. “We planned on 
having three boys, to replenish 
the Ukrainian population.”

Lilya, the brothers’ mom, never 
wanted her sons to fight.

When Maksym finished high 
school, war was already raging in 
east Ukraine. Lilya, terrified that 
Maksym would be conscripted, 
sent him to Poland for university.

“I’m saving you from the war,” 
she told Maksym as he left reluc-
tantly. But in 2019, he returned 
home to finish his degree in eco-
nomic engineering at Zaporizh-
zhia University.

Maksym and Ivan were not 
oblivious to the danger in 
Bakhmut. “We had an agree-
ment,” Ivan said. “If one of us dies, 
the other will stay behind with our 
parents and take care of them.”

On the morning of May 1, the 
brothers were hunkered down in 
a house in an industrial area of 
Bakhmut, which they had been 

ordered to hold and defend. The 
Russians held positions in neigh-
boring houses. The sound of artil-
lery fire was deafening.

Constant assaults and heavy 
gunfire meant that there was no 
sleep. Ivan crouched behind the 
remains of a destroyed wall, and 
intermittently fired his machine 
gun to try to stop the Russian 
forces from advancing.

When he popped out to fire 
another round, Ivan saw a flash 
and fell back. Something had hit 
him in the face. At first, he said, he 
didn’t feel anything at all, but 
then a white-hot pain overtook 
him. His jaw was shattered, his 
teeth all but gone. There was 

blood everywhere.
“I thought I was done for, that I 

couldn’t be saved,” he said.
Maksym screamed and 

grabbed his younger brother by 
his bulletproof vest, dragging him 
farther into the house. As he tried 
to keep his own nerves under 
control, he kept talking to Ivan, 
forcing him to stay conscious and 
giving first aid.

“Heavy 300!” — military slang 
for heavily wounded — Maksym 
yelled into his radio. He pushed 
painkillers into Ivan’s mouth, but 
his brother, almost choking on 
blood, could not swallow. Half an 
hour later, two soldiers took Ivan 
to a basement-turned-command 
center 650 feet away.

As the brothers said goodbye, 
Maksym pushed a flag into Ivan’s 
hands. It was a Ukrainian flag 
sporting the signatures of all their 
closest fellow troops.

In the basement, Ivan noticed 
two other wounded soldiers and 
the body of the commander who 
originally kept the brothers to-
gether. Exhausted, Ivan sat down 
next to him and cried, as he held 
his shattered jaw together with 
his own hands.

“That was very painful to see. 
He had a small child,” Ivan said. 
“But it’s a war.”

For more than nine hours, he 
waited to be evacuated. Every 
once in a while he would hear 
Maksym’s voice over the radio. A 
curt “450” meant the situation at 
his position was stable.

Around midnight, an evacua-
tion unit got in and took Ivan to a 
hospital in Dnipro, where his 
mother and girlfriend, Diana, 
were already waiting. “I was so 
happy Ivan was wounded,” Lilya 
said. “At least he was alive.”

Five days later, 20 minutes be-
fore he was supposed to undergo 
anesthesia, Ivan got a message 
from his commander: “Frost is 
dead.” Maksym was killed in fight-
ing, likely from shrapnel or a bul-
let that hit his neck.

For years, the Lyakh home had 
been a center of gravity for the 
brothers and their friends. Videos 
show them happy, eating and 
laughing.

At age 12, Ivan discovered a love 
for motorcycles. Hooked on the 
speed and danger, he started 
training and competing, and he 
eventually won a silver medal in 
the Ukrainian national champi-
onship. Ivan was set on a career as 
a sportsman.

“Look how many he’s won,” 
Lilya said, pointing to medals on 
the walls. Now, the bloodstained 
Ukrainian flag Maksym pressed 
into Ivan’s hand the last time they 
saw each other also hangs on the 
living room wall.

“We knew there were only two 
ways we would get out of 
Bakhmut,” Ivan said. “Dead or 
wounded.”

The evening before the funeral, 
Maksym’s coffin was brought into 
the house for a wake. His German 
shepherd, Dora, lay by his side all 
night, whimpering. “I didn’t be-
lieve he was dead,” Lilya said, 
wiping away tears. “I still don’t.”

Ukrainians still debate wheth-
er defending Bakhmut, which 
Russia seized in May, was worth 
the cost.

On May 9, the streets of To-
makivka echoed with a tradition-
al folk song: “I don’t know where 
I’ll die — Oh I will die on foreign 
lands — Who will prepare a grave 
for me?” A hearse led a convoy to 
the cemetery. Passersby fell to 
their knees to pay respects. Wom-
en covered their faces, sobbing 
loudly.

“He was a happy child, a child 
of light,” a priest said at the funer-
al. Soldiers fired a last salute. As 
Maksym’s coffin was slowly low-
ered, his girlfriend, Sofia, fell to 
her knees, tears streaming as she 
stared into the grave.

With a long rehabilitation 
ahead, Ivan’s plans are unclear. 
His face is gaunt; he has lost more 
than 30 pounds. A piece of shrap-
nel is lodged in his neck. Few men 
from his unit are still alive. “I feel 
for those boys, my brothers,” he 
said. “They’re gone.”

Diana hopes he will stay home 
now, as he once promised Mak-
sym, for their parents. But Ivan is 
not sure. “I don’t know if I’ll get 
used to civilian life,” he said. “War 
has changed me a lot. War is not 
what I had imagined it to be. It’s 
death and destruction.”

 Ukrainian brothers, inseparable in 
peace and war,  ripped apart by death
Maksym died in battle after Ivan was  grievously wounded. Their family’s pain mirrors a nation’s. 

photos by alice Martins for the washington post

TOP:   The Lyakh brothers in 
uniform, Ivan, left, and 
Maksym,   with their parents 
and others in a photograph on 
display at the family’s home in 
Tomakivka. ABOVE LEFT: Ivan 
at home two weeks after he was 
seriously wounded in battle. 
ABOVE RIGHT: A bloodstained 
Ukrainian flag,  signed by 
soldiers in the brothers’ unit,   
hangs in the family’s home. 
LEFT: Service members and 
friends carry Maksym’s coffin.
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israel-gaza war

which it said was “being used by” 
Hamas militants. Videos re-
viewed by The Washington Post 
showed women and children 
among the dead, and no weapons 
or individuals wearing military 
clothing could be seen.

The U.N. agency for Palestinian 
refugees, UNrWA, said one of its 
schools in northern Gaza, which 
sheltered displaced families in 
the Jabalya refugee camp, was 
struck Saturday. It said “one strike 
hit the schoolyard” and another 
“hit inside the school where wom-
en were baking bread.”

UNrWA said children were 
among those reported killed, add-
ing that it was unable to verify the 
exact number of casualties. The 
Gaza Health ministry said at least 
15 people were killed and more 
than 70 injured.

A strike near the entrance of 
al-Quds Hospital wounded 21 dis-
placed people and caused damage 
at the location, the Palestine red 
Crescent Society said Saturday. 
Videos shared by the red Cres-
cent and verified by the video-
-analysis group Storyful showed a 
large cloud of smoke from an 
apparent strike near the same 
hospital.

In southern Gaza, photos 
showed Palestinians rushing ear-
ly Saturday to rescue survivors in 
the rubble of a building in Khan 
Younis, a part of the territory 
Israel called on Gaza residents to 
move to for shelter as it expanded 
ground operations in the enclave.

The Israeli military did not im-
mediately respond to a request for 
comment on reports of strikes in 
Khan Younis, at the UNrWA 
school or at al-Quds Hospital.

“morgues are overflowing. 
Shops are empty. The sanitation 
situation is abysmal,” said a state-
ment by U.N. Secretary General 
António Guterres. “We are seeing 
an increase in diseases and respi-
ratory illnesses, especially among 
children. An entire population is 
traumatized. Nowhere is safe.”

Morris reported from tel Aviv and 
booth from Jerusalem. Miriam berger 
in tel Aviv, Victoria bisset in London 
and Kareem Fahim in beirut 
contributed to this report.

A senior State Department offi-
cial said that as many as 600 
trucks of aid are needed in Gaza 
every day, and that the United 
States was pressing to create the 
conditions to make that possible. 
A Gaza border spokesman said no 
one crossed through rafah to 
Egypt on Saturday.

While diplomats talked in Am-
man, Israel continued its bomb-
ing campaign in Gaza.

An Israeli strike on an ambu-
lance outside Gaza City’s largest 
hospital on friday killed at least 
15 people and injured 60 others, 
the Gaza Health ministry said. 
The Israeli military confirmed its 
aircraft targeted the ambulance, 

the aid, said Satterfield, nor does 
it believe that the Israeli military 
campaign against Hamas in Gaza 
has hit any aid shipments.

In a meeting with Lebanese 
caretaker prime minister Najib 
mikati in Amman, Blinken said he 
“shared his deep concern” about 
exchanges of fire along Lebanon’s 
southern border between Irani-
an-backed Hezbollah and Israel.

Speaking live via a video feed 
on friday, Hezbollah’s leader, 
Hassan Nasrallah, stopped short 
of announcing an all-out escala-
tion in his first public comments 
since the start of the Gaza war. But 
all options remain “on the table,” 
Nasrallah warned.

sea of hatred that will define gen-
erations to come, and that is al-
ready starting to manifest itself.”

Sameh Shoukry, Egypt’s for-
eign minister, called for Israel to 
enact an immediate cease-fire 
“without condition.”

But Blinken said that Washing-
ton and Arab states believe the 
status quo of a Hamas-controlled 
Gaza cannot continue.

The United States, meanwhile, 
is trying to find ways to get more 
aid into southern Gaza via Egypt’s 
rafah border crossing, the only 
route connecting Gaza that is not 
controlled by Israel.

The Biden administration is 
not aware of Hamas intercepting 

now would simply leave Hamas in 
place, able to regroup and repeat 
what it did on oct. 7,” Blinken said.

“Protecting civilians will help 
prevent Hamas from further ex-
ploiting the situation. But most 
importantly, it’s simply the right 
and moral thing to do,” Blinken 
said.

Blinken’s counterparts in the 
region said that the humanitarian 
situation was so dire in Gaza that 
it was impossible, for now, to 
focus on anything else.

Jordanian foreign minister Ay-
man Safadi said, “With every mis-
sile unleashed on Gaza, with ev-
ery killing of a Palestinian child … 
the whole region is sinking in a 

middle East humanitarian issues, 
David Satterfield, told reporters 
Saturday in Jordan’s capital, Am-
man.

After meeting with Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken on friday in 
Tel Aviv, Israeli Prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu publicly re-
buffed the U.S. push, refusing “a 
temporary cease-fire that does 
not include the return of hostag-
es.” Israel and the Biden adminis-
tration think a full cease-fire 
would benefit Hamas.

About 100 to 120 trucks are 
getting in every day now, Satter-
field said, in contrast to the 400 to 
500 daily before the oct. 7 Hamas 
attack in Israel that claimed 1,400 
lives and left more than 200 hos-
tages in the militants’ hands.

Among the challenges to in-
creasing aid shipments into Gaza 
is the enormous scale of need — 
alongside fears of possible looting 
of the trucks and the safety of the 
drivers.

At a meeting in Amman, U.S. 
and Arab leaders clashed Satur-
day over whether Israel should 
halt its offensive in Gaza, as re-
gional leaders said that the heavy 
Palestinian civilian death toll 
would radicalize a generation and 
accused Israel of crossing the line 
from self-defense into war crimes.

Blinken defended what he said 
was Israel’s need to eliminate 
Hamas as a security threat to its 
citizens. But he said that he 
agreed that Israel needed to be 
mindful of civilian casualties and 
that leaders had worked on prac-
tical steps to try to get more hu-
manitarian aid into Gaza to ease 
the civilian suffering there.

The tensions were on stark dis-
play as Blinken stood next to the 
foreign ministers of Jordan and 
Egypt as his two counterparts 
decried Israel’s offensive in stark-
ly emotional terms, saying that 
Palestinian civilians were being 
dehumanized after an attack by 
Hamas for which they bore no 
responsibility.

Blinken described his own pain 
when he saw Palestinian children 
suffering in rubble — but he add-
ed: “It’s our view that a cease-fire 
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U.S. and Arab leaders clash over calls for  a cease-fire

LoAy Ayyoub For the WAshington Post

Civil defense crews work to extinguish a fire after an Israeli strike in Khan Younis in southern Gaza on Saturday. Israel has called on 
residents from the northern Gaza Strip to evacuate to the southern portion, calling it a “safer zone.” 
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emergency and a recovery, a be-
ginning and an end. But as these 
disasters grow in magnitude and 
frequency, striking poor countries 
dependent on a stretched humani-
tarian system, some are no longer 
just passing crises, but permanent 
states of being. That dynamic 
points to the extraordinary stakes 
in global climate talks, which cen-
ter on the question of how wealthy 
nations can foot the bill for cli-
mate-related destruction — even 
when that destruction is chronic.

In South Sudan, parts of the 
country have been underwater 
now for four years. other areas, 
two or three. Some 15 percent of 
the country is submerged year-
round, as opposed to 5 percent 
several years ago.

one extreme season has fol-
lowed another, with major rain-
falls flowing in from countries up-
stream, such as Uganda and Ethio-
pia. over time, the soil below has 
turned sticky, sealing the waters in 
place. Subsistence farmers are 
bracing for the possibility that 
their land has changed for good — 
giving way to a new water mass the 
size of Lake michigan, with 1 mil-
lion people displaced because of 
flooding, their crops destroyed, 
their cattle now scattered bones.

South Sudan illustrates how 
even robust investments in relief 
aid are no match for the cata-
clysms that climate change, war 
and corruption have unleashed on 
many countries. This landlocked 
nation — which only gained inde-
pendence from Sudan in 2011 — 
benefits from more Western fund-
ing than its neighbors, with much 
of it from the United States.

That money allows for day-to-
day triage — upholding mud dikes, 
maintaining city-sized displace-
ment camps, and providing food 
aid to some but not all who are 
hungry. But it isn’t enough to help 
people recover.

The United Nations has been 
forced to pare back projects aimed 
at helping communities adapt or 
become more resilient. major na-
tions have yet to establish a long-
planned international fund aimed 
at helping countries deal with cli-
mate disasters, and once created, it 
is likely to be too small by multi-
tudes.

South Sudan’s own govern-
ment, ranked as one of the world’s 
most corrupt, can’t convince inves-
tors to fund its own projects for 
climate adaptation, which exist by 
the dozen — but mostly only on 
paper. The consequence is that 
Nyaguey, and hundreds of thou-
sands around her, are in the same 
emergency mode of two years ago. 
only weaker, sicker, more tired, 
more stressed.

“It’s devastating,” she said. 
“When will this ever end? I am just 
so, so tired.”

Nyaguey, 43, had been poor, but 
not desperately poor, before cen-
tral South Sudan’s inundation. She 
had been a maize farmer. She had a 
small disposable income. She 
bought sugar, coffee, shoes for her 
10 children, and had free time to 
meet with friends, who would 
sometimes laugh with her until 
late at night. But her old home is 
now submerged, and her new 
home is a makeshift mud hut in 
one of her county’s only two villag-
es still poking out of the water. She 
rarely sees her husband, who has 
two other wives living in different 
places.

Her entire days are “devoted to 
the lilies,” she said, and collecting 
them has proved so punishing — 
two-hour walks, hours more in the 
water, lugging them back home — 
that she’s developed chronic 
coughs and regular fevers, and 
found herself many mornings ask-
ing if she could bear to return to 
the water. “As long as my children 
are alive,” she’s told herself, “I’ll 
keep going.”

After deciding against the first 
patch of lilies, Nyaguey and the 
other women trekked farther away 
from their village, deeper into an 
eerie landscape of dragonflies and 
sickly brittle trees twisting halfway 
out the floodwaters. for as long as 
possible, the women tried to keep 
themselves dry, laboring through a 
slightly elevated but muddy path. 
Time in the water meant exposure 
to venomous snakes, untold bacte-
ria, and run-ins with submerged 
thorns. But then there was no 
choice. After 40 minutes, they saw 
a patch of lilies, blooming in abun-
dance, in deeper nearby waters.

Nyaguey waded in first.
“Can you stand?” one of the 

women asked.
The water was chest-high.
“Come in,” Nyaguey told the oth-

ers, and she opened her bag.

‘not able to keep up’
The explanation for Nyaguey’s 

unconventional food staple begins 
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In South 
Sudan, 
floods add 
to crises

Some international officials say 
privately that it makes more sense 
for the flood zone to be written off, 
with people encouraged to move  
elsewhere. But the government 
can’t offer the basics found in the 
aftermath of other disasters — fi-
nancial aid or prefab accommoda-
tion on higher land. Even if it 
could, experts say, there is wide-
spread distrust: The regional gov-
ernor has been accused by the 
United Nations of authorizing bru-
tal extrajudicial killings. And a lab-
yrinth of ethnic disputes makes 
people uncertain they’d be safe in a 
new area.

So people stay where they are 
and try to survive.

Where everyone eats the lilies
one of those places is Chotyiel, a 

village of 5,500 people with no 
electricity, no running water, no 
cars, and only one way out: along a 
mile-long mud bank that leads to a 
main road. The Post was able to 
reach the village by embedding 
with WfP, traveling in all-terrain 
amphibious vehicles with five-
foot-high tires.

In Chotyiel, the closest market is 
four hours away by canoe. most 
people, including Nyaguey, can’t 
afford boats to fish.

That makes the village a fair 
place to see what two years of a diet 
dominated by one food can do to 
the body.

“Even I eat the water lilies, and 
I’m in government,” said Kim Kiir, 
the local administrator.

The people of the flood zone 
don’t eat the part of the lily visible 
from the surface — the white flow-
ers and the circular leaves. Instead, 
they harvest the parts below, 
reaching into the waters for the 
bulbs, detaching them from a rep-
tilian network of thick stalks. The 
seeds of those bulbs, after being 
sifted and pounded and cooked 
over the flame, yield a greenish 
porridge. It’s high in protein. many 
say a little milk can leaven the 
harsh taste.

The floods have brought so 
many new stresses to Chotyiel that 
it’s hard to attribute a spate of sick-
nesses to any one factor. But offi-
cials in the village say the wrench-
ing diet is a major contributor, as 
are the risks lily collectors face in 
the water. Several women have 
died of snakebites. Children regu-
larly deal with severe constipation, 
and with their immune systems 
weakened, they and other villagers 
have also experienced a surge in 
diarrheal sicknesses. The village 
used to see one person per month 
die on average; now it’s three to 
five. In the week The Post visited 
Chotyiel, three children died.

“We are very, very vulnerable,” 
said Reik Chatiem, the deputy ad-
ministrator for the county.

Across the flood zone, the num-
ber of people who are critically 
malnourished has increased dra-
matically over the past few years, 
according to data used by WfP.

mamman mustapha, head of 
mission for Doctors Without Bor-
ders in South Sudan, said there are 
compounding factors, beyond diet, 
that explain why. With so much 
land submerged, people are 
crammed closer together, allowing 
diseases to spread more easily. 
Some of the facilities where people 
used to seek care are underwater. 
At the same time, their challenges 
in finding adequate food have left 
many, particularly children, more 
vulnerable to infectious diseases.

“So you see how the dots con-
nect,” he said.

Water lilies are a plant, not a 
base for a diet.

“It’s inadequate by itself,” he 
said.

priorities that would make for a 
country with better irrigation, 
more renewable energy, infra-
structure that could better with-
stand disasters. But the govern-
ment says more than 90 percent of 
that funding would need to come 
from “international investments.” 
for now, most projects, including 
those aimed for the short term, 
have the same status: “Yet to be 
implemented.”

“If you say [this work] will cost 
$100 billion and you have nothing, 
nothing will happen,” said Lutana 
musa, director general of climate 
change at South Sudan’s Environ-
ment ministry.

The government’s shortcom-
ings play out in the flood zone, an 
area where rival factions fought 
during the civil war, with territory 
changing hands more than 10 
times. many people, then, took 
shelter at a displacement camp in 
Bentiu, a grid of tents holding 
120,000 people.

Because of the flooding, manag-
ing that camp has required even 
more resources and aid. The flood-
waters have risen higher than the 
camp’s surface, which is staved off 
from ruin only because of miles of 
dikes, built in haste, with a combi-
nation of U.N. and South Sudanese 
money, two years ago. Even one 
dike failure could inundate the 
camp in three hours, said Joshua 
Kanyara, an engineer with the 
United Nations’ migration agency, 
whose group helped in the con-
struction.

mcGroarty said. The half-rations 
amount to 292 grams — about 
two-thirds of a pound — of cereal 
per day.

“Have you seen what 200 grams 
of cereal looks like?” she asked.

South Sudan depends on the 
“disaster begging bowl,” as oxfam 
termed it, because so many earlier 
catastrophes and blunders pre-
vented any degree of self-sufficien-
cy. Prospects were once bright for 
this fledgling nation, but rival 
leaders, representing different 
ethnic groups, tipped it into sev-
eral years of civil war, resulting in 
the deaths of an estimated 
400,000 people.

Its economy could have boomed 
with one of the world’s youngest 
demographics, but most of those 
young people ended up never reg-
ularly attending school. Its govern-
ment could have capitalized on the 
combination of oil revenue and 
fertile land — building roads, ship-
ping food — but elites have instead 
siphoned off “staggering” sums 
from public coffers, according to 
the United Nations, while leaving 
the country with almost no infra-
structure. flooding has merely in-
tensified a food crisis that had al-
ready been among the world’s 
gravest.

In many of the countries 
deemed most vulnerable to cli-
mate change, violence and corrup-
tion are force multipliers. South 
Sudan says it does have climate 
plans of its own, and government 
documents list page after page of 

where declining harvests and 
shrinking water supplies have ig-
nited conflicts. majority-Christian 
South Sudan is supported in par-
ticular by the United States, which 
backed its long fight for independ-
ence from predominantly muslim 
Sudan; since 2011, U.S. administra-
tions have given South Sudan 
$9 billion in aid. Before a projected 
dip this year, the aid groups oper-
ating in South Sudan had typically 
received about 70 percent of their 
requested funding, with the World 
food Program (WfP) as the big-
gest recipient.

But that level, in a country beset 
with problems even before the 
flooding, is still dire.

mary-Ellen mcGroarty, WfP di-
rector in South Sudan, has been 
put in the position of choosing 
which hungry people are offered 
help. for the past two years, even 
the hungriest have been given only 
half-rations. Nyaguey said her 
family goes through its month’s 
allotment in five days. While WfP 
still does carry out some resiliency-
building work, it has had to signifi-
cantly scale back certain programs 
that could help the country long-
term, including one to help farm-
ers plant rice, a crop that needs to 
be submerged.

“We have all these huge, aspira-
tional goals. But we’re way down 
here,” mcGroarty said, lowering 
her hand to the floor.

People unsure about their next 
meal can’t use their energy in other 
ways that might help them recover, 

300 miles away from the flood 
zone, in a compound in South Su-
dan’s capital, Juba, where the Unit-
ed Nations’ food agency tracks the 
money coming in: Compared with 
what’s been requested, it is less 
than ever before.

for decades, the world’s human-
itarian aid has lagged behind need, 
which comes primarily from a 
handful of national donors. But 
the gap was less dire before 
Ukraine’s wartime needs siphoned 
off a portion of aid money, before 
that war triggered a rise in food 
prices, and — more broadly — be-
fore human-caused pollution ac-
celerated the number of crises. Ac-
cording to research from oxfam, 
humanitarian appeals for extreme 
weather events have increased 
eightfold from 20 years ago. And 
though certain sudden-onset dis-
asters break through with social 
media pleas and a surge of dona-
tions, on balance the world’s most 
aid-dependent countries wind up 
as either have-somes or have-al-
most-nothings.

“The humanitarian system is 
not able to keep up,” said Harjeet 
Singh, the head of global political 
strategy at Climate Action Net-
work International. “for us, the 
mind-set had always been, ‘We can 
do it. We can build resilience.’ But 
now we see we are failing.”

By those grim margins, South 
Sudan is a have-some. It gets more 
requested aid than Somalia, which 
is facing its worst drought in dec-
ades. It gets far more than Chad, 

Residents  walk atop a reinforced  dike  that protects the Bentiu airstrip and the road connecting the displacement camp and the town of 
Bentiu. The camp, a grid of tents holding 120,000 people, could flood in three hours if any dike fails, an engineer with the U.n. said.

PhoTos by guy PeTerson For The WashingTon PosT

FROM TOP: A young man unloads donated sorghum at the Bentiu internal displacement camp. The camp sits under the water level, 
protected only by a massive  mud dike. Bones from cattle that died from malnutrition during flooding. A catfish amid scales in a market.
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methods to predict the weather.
They track bird behavior.
They listen for a frog species 

whose sound changes based on 
conditions.

And they look to the sky.

The 100-pound harvest
Nyaguey had only been in the 

water for a minute, grabbing the 
first bulbs, moving barefoot in the 
water, when a fisherman emerged 
in a wooden canoe.

“Do you happen to have any 
shoes?” she asked him. “Right now 
thorns are pricking my feet.”

He said he didn’t. He paused to 
talk, flies buzzing around the eight 
or nine fish in his boat, and Nyagu-
ey noticed his catch.

“What about passing me one of 
those fish?” she asked.

“I can’t,” he said. “I’m sorry. My 
children really have nothing to 
eat.”

But he did say that a richer 
patch of lilies were up ahead. The 
women, wading carefully through 
the water, followed his advice.

They arrived at an area with lily 
pads the size of dinner plates, sur-
rounded by the desiccated trees, 
their branches collapsing into the 
water. The floodwaters here were 
slightly shallower, waist-high, but 
Nyaguey and the others worked 
from a crouch, keeping their arms 
below the water, fighting to break 
the apple-sized bulbs from the 
stems. Nyaguey had honed her 
technique. Snap. Into the bucket. 
Snap. Into the bucket.

The women had started close 
together, chatting a bit, but they 
fanned out over several hundred 
feet, each operating in silence, 
other than the dragonflies. Snap. 
Snap. They worked for an hour, 
then two. The day went from hot to 
overcast to windy. Snap. Snap. 
Nyaguey’s bucket, floating on the 
water, filled with the greenish 
bulbs, and she dragged it with her 
from one lily patch to the next.

She’d have more than 100 
pounds by the time she was done.

Nyaguey said the load would be 
too heavy to transport on the mud-
dy path back to town. So instead 
she’d wade back through the 
floodwaters, letting the bucket 
float behind her, trying not to get 
lost. But then the floodwaters 
would end and there’d still be an-
other quarter-mile on foot.

By then, she’d have been at 
work for hours. Her feet would be 
shriveled. She’d be exhausted. 
She’d lug the lilies back anyway 
she could.

Then it would be time to cook 
dinner.

The climate connection
Because the waters surround-

ing Chotyiel are neither draining 
readily into the ground nor flow-
ing elsewhere, the only cure for 
the flooding is evaporation and 
time. The country would need 
three or four consecutive relative-
ly dry years to reclaim its sub-
merged land, said Richard Aludra, 
a water specialist at the Dutch 
Embassy in Juba.

That doesn’t appear likely to 
happen.

South Sudan’s central flatland 
— low-lying, at the crossroads of 
waterways — acts as a catch basin 
for extreme events happening in 
other countries, and it had always 
seen seasonal flooding. But over 
the past few years, those extreme 
events have happened in closer 
succession, with water rushing in 
so steadily that it’s broken the 
seasonal patterns.

The rainfall across East Africa 
is determined primarily by the 
ebb and flow of Indian and Pacific 
Ocean temperature patterns. 
Chris Funk, who runs the Climate 
Hazards Center at the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, 
said that the volatility of the ocean 
has been supercharged, becoming 
hotter after having absorbed 
much of the excess energy caused 
by human emissions — equivalent 
to millions of underwater atomic 
bomb detonations over the past 
decade alone. Funk devoted a 
chapter of his 2021 book to the 
mega-rain event that jump-start-
ed flooding in South Sudan, say-
ing that climate change “almost 
certainly” increased its magni-
tude.

“And if climate change contrib-
uted, it means it’ll happen again 
soon,” Funk said in an interview.

But while South Sudan’s future 
hinges on a contest between rain-
fall and evaporation, the country 
is way behind in trying to under-
stand what might come next and 
how to defend itself.

South Sudan’s national meteo-
rological department is supposed 
to provide early warnings as a way 
to prepare for and reduce the scale 
of disasters. But the meteorolo-
gists there have no instruments 
for measuring wind speed, a criti-
cal factor in making weather fore-
casts. Many of the computers in a 
crammed office at Juba’s airport 
are wrapped in dusty plastic, and 
employees said they focus mainly 
tracking the hourly conditions for 
the planes landing and taking off. 
The office is supposed to issue 
daily public weather bulletins, but 
it does not; one employee ex-

plained that the pay is low and so 
is the motivation.

“So many challenges,” said Moj-
wok Ogawi Modo, who runs the 
department. “They are huge.”

The information at their hands 
comes mostly from elsewhere — 
including WFP, which tracks cli-
mate patterns, as well as a Kenya-
based regional climate center, 
which provides reports forecast-
ing three months in advance. The 
forecaster, citing the ongoing El 
Niño event, recently predicted 
“abundant rainfall” over almost 
all of East Africa between October 
and December, with more flood-
ing for South Sudan.

Funk, who tracks oceanic tem-
peratures as well, also expects a 
surge in rainfall in East Africa. 
Because the oceanic patterns are 
slow-moving, they are also pre-
dictable, he said, and they can be 
used to mitigate famines and food 
shocks. He works closely with gov-
ernments in Ethiopia and Kenya. 
But in South Sudan, he doesn’t 
know who to call.

South Sudan has taken some 
recent steps to set up a functional 
early warning system for climate 

events, receiving U.N.-led train-
ings, and distributing 20 tablets to 
local officials for weather moni-
toring, but the initiative is still at 
the beginning stages. Musa, the 
climate director at South Sudan’s 
Environment Ministry, said a bet-
ter national early warning system 
could give South Sudan autono-
my, and help yield localized data. 
That could help with village-by-
village decisions about what crops 
to plant. About whether to raise 
dikes.

About whether to stay or leave.
In Chotyiel, Reik said the town 

never hears from the government, 
though he did hear secondhand 
about a U.N. report predicting in-
creasing rain in the second half of 
the year. Mostly, he said, people in 
the village rely on traditional 
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ABOVE: After years living on a 
poor diet and laboring to get 
even that, Nyaphar Majok, the 
mid-80s mother of Nyaguey 
Dak Kieth,  has withered. 
LEFT: Halved water lily bulbs 
on the floor of Naguey’s mud 
hut in Chotyiel, which has no 
electricity or running water.
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rubble and rescue teams pulling 
survivors from the wreckage.

The two mountain districts of 
Jajarkot and Rukum West suf-
fered the most severe damage, 
with 105 people killed in Jajarkot 
and 52 in Rukum West, a senior 
disaster management official 
told Reuters. Hundreds have 
been injured.

“The search and rescue team 
of Nepal army have reached a 
few places,” a Nepal army spokes-
man, Brig. Gen. Krishna Prasad 
Bhandari, said early Saturday. 
“Roads are difficult, so it may 
take time to reach some places 
immediately.”

A police official in Jajarkot, 
Narendra Gautam, said in an 
interview Saturday that there 

was no cellphone network in the 
district and that electricity was 
also out in the affected areas.

“It is difficult to establish 
contact,” he said.

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal has mobilized all of the 
country’s security agencies and 
left Kathmandu by helicopter 
early Saturday to visit the region, 
according to the Himalayan 
Times, an English-language 
newspaper.

Narendra Modi, the Indian 
prime minister, said on social 
media that his country was 
“ready to extend all possible 
assistance.”

shih reported from new delhi and 
Westfall from Washington.

PrAKAsh mAthemA/AFP/getty imAges

KrishnA AdiKAri/AP

BY SANGAM PRASAI, 
GERRY SHIH 

AND SAMMY WESTFALL

KaTHMaNDU, Nepal — Nepal’s 
worst earthquake in nearly a 
decade struck a remote region of 
the Himalayan nation late Fri-
day, killing at least 157 people 
and destroying hundreds of 
homes, Nepali officials said, 
warning that the death toll could 
still rise.

The 5.6-magnitude earth-
quake occurred after 11:30 p.m. 
local time at a shallow depth of 11 
miles, the U.S. Geological Survey 
said. The epicenter was near the 
Jajarkot district, more than 300 
miles west of the capital, Kath-
mandu.

Tremors were felt in the capi-
tal and in New Delhi in neighbor-
ing India. “People ran out of their 
homes,” the United Nations said 
in an update.

Poised on the seismically ac-
tive Himalayas, where the Indian 
and Eurasian tectonic plates 
meet, Nepal has a history of 
devastating earthquakes reach-
ing back centuries. 

Almost 9,000 people were 
killed in a pair of earthquakes in 
2015 that struck 50 miles outside 
of densely populated Kathman-
du.

The country also suffers from 
poor infrastructure and winding 
roads  as well as shoddy buildings 
and endemic poverty in many of 
its districts. 

Some roads were reported 
blocked by landslides triggered 
by the earthquake, hampering 
relief efforts, the U.N. Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs said.

Footage of the aftermath 
shows entire homes reduced to 

Search on 
in Nepal 
for quake 
survivors

Initial death toll tops 150; 
rescue efforts  hobbled as 

landslides block roads  

ABOVE: A man 
surveys houses  that 
had been reduced to 
rubble by the 5.6-
magnitude earthquake  
in Nepal’s remote 
mountain district  of 
Jajarkot.  LEFT:  A 
doctor  tends to  a man 
who was  evacuated 
from his village and 
brought to a hospital 
in Nepalgunj, Nepal. 
Helicopters and 
ground troops rushed 
to help people hurt in 
the earthquake that 
shook northwestern 
Nepal just before 
midnight Friday.

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH Call for Your FREE Design Consultation 
(703) 258-1750

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise.
© 2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Custom Pull-Out Shelves. 
Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/04/nepal-earthquake-jajarkot-kathmandu-death-toll/


sunday, november 5 ,  2023  .  the washington post EZ RE  A25
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SUNDAY Opinion

Oversight Committee Chairman 
James Comer (R-Ky.) stepped up his 
efforts to impeach Biden with the pan-
el’s announcement that “Joe Biden re-
ceived $40,000 in laundered China 
money.” Bank records indicate it was 
actually repayment of a loan Biden 
made to his brother when the current 
president was a private citizen.

Comer’s wild allegations keep crum-
bling upon scrutiny, which might ex-
plain why he said of his impeachment 
inquiry: “I don’t know that I want to 
hold any more hearings, to be honest 
with you.” He prefers closed-door depo-
sitions, which he can selectively leak to 
create false impressions.

Buck pointed to his colleagues’ aller-
gy to facts when he announced last 
week that he was retiring from Con-
gress. “Too many Republican leaders 
are lying to America, claiming that the 
2020 election was stolen, describing 
January 6 as an unguided tour of the 
Capitol and asserting that the ensuing 
prosecutions are a weaponization of 
our justice system,” Buck said in a video 
explaining why he was quitting. Of 
these “self-serving lies,” he continued: 
“These insidious narratives breed 
widespread cynicism and erode Ameri-
cans’ confidence in the rule of law. It is 
impossible for the Republican Party to 

confront our problems and offer a 
course correction for the future while 
being obsessively fixated on retribu-
tion and vengeance for contrived injus-
tices of the past.”

Johnson’s response to all this: more 
self-serving lies. In his first interview 
as speaker, he told Fox News’s Sean 
Hannity that “it looks and smells a lot 
like” Biden received bribes. He also 
said Homeland Security Secretary  
 Alejandro Mayorkas had “committed 
impeachable offenses” and agreed with 
Hannity that Biden has experienced 
“cognitive decline.” (At a subsequent 
news conference, Johnson maintained 
that the impeachment inquiry, which 
Comer and others are using as a fund-
raising tool, is “outside the scope of 
politics.”)

“People are curious. What does Mike 
Johnson think about any issue under 
the sun?” Johnson said to Hannity. 
“Well, go pick up a Bible off your shelf 
and read it. That’s my worldview.”

What about the bit about bearing 
false witness, Mr. Speaker?

Johnson was caught in another 
whopper by the nonpartisan Congres-
sional Budget Office this past week. 
Republicans claimed that their bill of-
fering $14.5 billion in aid to Israel was 
“offset” by cutting the same amount 

from the IRS. But the CBO forecast that 
the cuts to the IRS would actually cost 
the federal government an additional 
$12.5 billion — as reduced enforcement 
makes it easier for people to cheat on 
their taxes.

“Only in Washington when you cut 
spending do they call it an increase in 
the deficit,” Johnson responded to the 
CBO.

Only in Louisiana, apparently, do 
they think that if you stop collecting 
taxes, your tax receipts will increase.

Johnson has continued moving 
spending bills through the House 
along party lines, at levels that violate 
the bipartisan budget deal enacted this 
year. In the Senate, by contrast, a pack-
age of spending bills passed last week 
on a broadly bipartisan vote of 82-15. 
Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), chair-
woman of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, admonished her House 
counterparts “to get serious about gov-
erning, get back to the spending agree-
ment they negotiated, and work with 
us to finalize bipartisan bills.”

But that isn’t going to happen. The 
House “chaos caucus,” which ousted 
McCarthy and turned the lights out in 
the chamber for 22 days, has found its 
man. Johnson is well on his way to 
being a chaos speaker.

S
o you thought the election of a 
new speaker might calm the 
chaos and fratricide among 
House Republicans?

Oh, my sweet summer child.
This past week, Rep. Marjorie Taylor 

Greene (R-Ga.) forced a vote in the 
House on censuring Rep. Rashida Tlaib 
(D-Mich.) on accusations of being anti-
semitic. It was funny enough that Con-
gresswoman Jewish Space Lasers her-
self was accusing somebody else of 
being antisemitic. But her censure res-
olution was so over the top — it accused 
Tlaib of “leading an insurrection” — 
that 23 Republicans joined all Demo-
crats in tabling it.

After the vote, Rep. Chip Roy   (R-Tex.) 
said via X, formerly Twitter, that the 
censure resolution “was deeply flawed 
and made legally and factually unveri-
fied claims, including the claim of 
leading an ‘insurrection’.”

Greene shot back on social media: 
“You voted to kick me out of the free-
dom caucus, but keep CNN wannabe 
Ken Buck and vaping groping Lauren 
Boebert and you voted with the Demo-
crats to protect Terrorist Tlaib.”

To unpack this Greene crazy: 
Rep. Ken Buck (R-Colo.) has criticized 
fellow Republicans’ plan to impeach 
President Biden without any evidence, 
and Boebert (R-Colo.) was kicked out of 
a Denver performance of the musical 
“Beetlejuice” with her date after caus-
ing a disturbance that involved both 
vaping and groping.

Asked about this accusation from 
Greene, Roy told the Hill’s Mychael 
Schnell: “Tell her to go chase so-called 
Jewish space lasers if she wants to 
spend time on that sort of thing.”

To this, Greene replied with a new 
post: “Oh shut up Colonel Sanders, 
you’re not even from Texas, more like 
the DMV.” Roy, who grew up in  
 Northern Virginia, has a white goatee 
not unlike the whiskers on the chin of 
the late founder of Kentucky Fried 
Chicken.

Ladies and gentlemen, the People’s 
House is back in business.

In the 11 days since Republicans 
pulled Mike Johnson from the back 
benches, the new speaker has presided 
over a second failed attempt to expel 
indicted Rep. George Santos (R-N.Y.), 
the introduction of not one but two 
resolutions to censure Tlaib, and a 
resolution to censure Rep. Jamaal 
Bowman (D-N.Y.) for pulling a fire 
alarm during a vote. Johnson managed 
to turn an area of near-unanimous 
support into a partisan brouhaha by 
making funds to help Israel defend 
itself against Hamas contingent on a 
provision making it easier for the 
wealthy to cheat on their taxes. With 
less than two weeks to go until the 
federal government runs out of fund-
ing, Johnson is floating a cockamamie 
“laddered” approach that would re-
place the looming shutdown threat 
with 12 new shutdown threats.

Dana MilBank

The People’s House is back in business
— and crazier than ever

JaBin BoTSfoRd/The WaShingTon PoST

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) answers questions during a news conference on Capitol Hill on Thursday.

Biden administration, those working at 
lower levels have courageously stepped 
forward. Hundreds of Jewish and Mus-
lim Capitol Hill staffers have signed a 
letter calling for a cease-fire, withhold-
ing their names because they aren’t 
supposed to speak out on issues on 
which they disagree with their bosses. 
Former staffers to Sens. Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.) and Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) 
have put their names on letters urging 
the two most powerful left-wing figures 
in the country to call for an end to Israel’s 
bombing of Gaza. A group of prominent 
writers and artists, including Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, has written a joint letter calling 
for “a free Palestine.”

In another letter, a group of Jewish 
writers, artists and activists this past 
week not only called for a cease-fire but 

A
 multiethnic, multiracial,  bot-
tom-up national movement has 
emerged over the past month to 
both criticize the Israeli govern-

ment’s weeks-long bombing of Gaza and 
urge the Biden administration to stop 
offering Israel’s leaders largely unquali-
fied support. Some involved in this move-
ment have made antisemitic comments 
that should be condemned. But overall, 
their activism has been laudable, and its 
forcefulness is one of the reasons that 
Democratic-leaning politicians and the 
news media are showing increased skep-
ticism about Israel’s military offensive.

The horrific Oct. 7 attack by Hamas, 
which killed more than 1,400 Israelis, 
require a strong response. Hamas must 
be weakened or disempowered so it can 
never do something like that again. 
Hamas should immediately release the 
Israeli hostages that it captured.

But as Israel’s response has now killed 
thousands of civilians in Gaza and forced 
an estimated 1.4 million people to leave 
their homes, Americans have rightly 
recognized that ordinary Palestinian 
didn’t participate in Hamas’s attacks and 
there should be great efforts to minimize 
their suffering in Israel’s anti-Hamas 
campaign. And that has led to pro- 
 Palestinian, anti-bombing protests in 
cities across the country, including Bos-
ton, Dallas, St. Louis and New York. 
There have also been dozens of protests 
at college campuses, as well as an orga-
nized walkout from classes last month.

A mass protest was scheduled for 
Saturday in D.C. Groups participating in 
the march include the U.S. Campaign for 
Palestinian Rights, National Students for 
Justice in Palestine and the Democratic 
Socialists of America.

The movement goes beyond marches 
and protests. With many Democratic 
elected officials reluctant to directly 
contradict the Israeli government or the 

also wrote that they “wish to disavow the 
widespread narrative that any criticism 
of Israel is inherently antisemitic.”

And there are some elected officials 
involved, particularly the 18 U.S. House 
Democrats who have written a resolu-
tion calling for a cease-fire. Those are 
mostly members from the Democratic 
Party’s left wing, including Rep. Alexan-
dria   Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.). Yet this, too, 
is bottom-up, as most of these members 
have served no more than a few terms 
and aren’t in the Democratic Party’s  
 leadership.

Pro-Palestinian groups have been at 
the forefront of the protests. But it’s a 
diverse movement. Jewish activists and 
organizations such as Jewish Voice for 
Peace and IfNotNow are deeply involved. 
Eleven of the 18 House members pushing 

for a cease-fire are Black, including 
Rep. Cori Bush (D-Mo.), who is leading 
the effort on Capitol Hill. All 18 members 
are people of color.

These protests in some ways echo 
those in 2002 and 2020. As in 2002, 
when most leaders in both parties were 
backing the Iraq War, these protests and 
activism are providing an important 
counterbalance to a Washington consen-
sus. It’s hard for the news media or 
left-leaning politicians to ignore the 
intense, organized opposition to Israel’s 
bombing. The large number of White 
Americans at the marches after the 
killing of George Floyd showed that it 
wasn’t just Black people who were con-
cerned about racism and police brutality 
in America. The people who aren’t Pales-
tinian Americans and have been in-
volved in the activism over the past few 
weeks are playing a similar role now.

As in 2002 and 2020, this activism 
isn’t happening just in the United States. 
There have been pro-Palestinian, anti-
bombing protests in Rome, Athens, Lon-
don and numerous other cities.

I don’t embrace everything these ac-
tivists are saying. The students at Har-
vard University who wrote that they 
“hold the Israeli regime entirely respon-
sible for all unfolding violence” are 
wrong. Hamas is, of course, responsible, 
too — and entirely so for Oct. 7. I wish 
Rep. Rashida Tlaib’s (D-Mich.) statement 
on Oct. 8, only a day after the attacks, had 
focused on the brutality of what Hamas 
had just done, instead of acknowledging 
the killings but then highlighting her 
long-standing frustrations with the Is-
raeli government. Cornell University his-
tory professor Russell Rickford’s remark 
at a pro-Palestinian demonstration at 
the school that he was “exhilarated” by 
Hamas’s attacks was horrible.

But overall, this movement is deliver-
ing some much-needed messages: The 

bombings in Gaza have killed far too 
many civilians; the U.S. government 
needs to value Palestinians’ lives as 
much as Israelis’; and future policies to 
reduce tensions in Israel and the Pales-
tinian territories must consider events 
before Oct. 7, particularly the restric-
tions put on those living in Gaza by the 
Israeli government.

And while this is hard to prove defini-
tively, this activism appears to be shift-
ing policy. Activists started calling for a 
cease-fire, pushing the most progressive 
House members to adopt that stance and 
putting increased pressure on Sanders 
and Warren in particular to take a 
similar stand. They and other left-lean-
ing Democratic members of Congress 
started calling for temporary “humani-
tarian pauses” in Israel’s bombing, a 
stance the Biden administration itself 
has now adopted.

All that said, there isn’t a cease-fire in 
Gaza. President Biden is not calling for 
one, nor are the overwhelming majority 
of Democratic members of Congress. The 
pauses that the Biden administration 
supports haven’t happened, either. All 
indications are that Israel is launching a 
ground campaign that will displace even 
more Palestinians. The activism isn’t 
accomplishing its main goal — stopping 
Israel’s bombing in Gaza.

But this mobilization is still important 
and valuable. Israel’s offensive in Gaza 
would probably be even more aggressive 
and destructive to Palestinian civilians if 
not for those protesting it. And we need 
people standing for what’s right, even if 
they can’t make it happen. During the 
past few weeks, a dispersed group of 
activists and organizations has forced a 
much-needed national debate about the 
U.S. government’s Israeli-Palestinian 
policies. We should be grateful that these 
people, who are not America’s formal 
leaders, have led.

Perry Bacon Jr.

What’s different about today’s anti-Israel movement? It’s entering the mainstream.

Mike SegaR/ReuTeRS

City University of New York students rally in support of Palestinians on Thursday.

If this is the new speaker’s idea of a 
functioning House, maybe having the 
House speakerless and inoperative for 
22 days wasn’t so bad after all.

The internecine feuding in the GOP 
resumed immediately after Johnson’s 
elevation. Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Jason T. Smith (Mo.) public-
ly blasted Rep. Matt Gaetz (Fla.) for 
causing the crisis by filing the motion 
to oust Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
(Calif.). Gaetz responded — by, some 
speculated, insinuating on social me-
dia that Smith is gay. Smith “called me a 
liar,” Gaetz wrote. “It’s a somewhat 
predictable projection. Because he 
lives a lie every day.” Gaetz declined to 
elaborate.

If this is the new speaker’s 
idea of a functioning
House, maybe having

the House speakerless and 
inoperative for 22 days 
wasn’t so bad after all.
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A
mong Vladimir Putin’s most conspicuous 
traits is a predator’s keen sense for his 
enemies’ weaknesses. He rarely fails to take 
note, and in October he had plenty to take 

note of.
October was probably the best month for the 

Russian president since he unleashed his blood-
soaked invasion of Ukraine 20 months earlier. If the 
discrete events that broke his way constitute a 
trend, Kyiv faces a menacingly greater chance of 
losing the war — a scenario that would pose 
enormous risks to the U.S.-led North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, not to mention the lives of millions of 
Ukrainians.

That should seize the West’s attention.
In the first few hours of Oct. 1, Moscow time, 

Congress voted to keep the U.S. government 
running, but only after a scaled-back $6 billion 
package of military and civilian aid for Ukraine was 
stripped from the legislation. That reflected Kyiv’s 
crumbling support among House Republicans and 
was a portent of more to come.

Just the day before, Putin had received good 
news from Slovakia, a small European country with 
the potential to cause big mischief. It elected a new 
government whose prime minister, pro-Russian 
populist Robert Fico, has suggested he would 
further block European Union military and eco-
nomic assistance to Ukraine. He’s not doing so for 
now — instead he is proposing conditions — but he 
represents a partner for the E.U.’s other pro-Russian 
populist leader, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban, and together they could obstruct future 
help for Kyiv.

A week after Fico’s electoral victory, Hamas 
murdered 1,400 Israelis, diverting the world’s, and 
Washington’s, attention from Putin’s atrocities in 
Ukraine. Israel’s brutal reprisals in the Gaza Strip 
handed Putin a propaganda cudgel to use against 
the West in the Global South. Why, went the 
specious argument, was the West outraged at the 
carnage in Ukraine but indifferent to it in Gaza? 
(Never mind that in each case the wider war had 
been triggered by the aggressors, Hamas and 
Russia.)

Amid those events, Ukraine’s military counterof-
fensive, launched in June, sputtered to a halt as it 
faced dug-in Russian forces, soggy autumn weather 
and a worrying shortage of recruits. Moscow’s 
troops launched their own attack on the eastern 
Ukrainian town of Avdiivka, taking enormous 
casualties and reminding the world that the 
Kremlin remains willing to use its bottomless 
supply of fresh soldiers as cannon fodder.

The war’s deadlock suits Putin’s strategy to 
exhaust Ukraine and outlast the West. It bore 
further fruit on Capitol Hill when Republicans 
elected a new House speaker, Rep. Mike Johnson 
(La.), who has voted repeatedly against funding for 
Ukraine. Immediately after being sworn in, he said 
he would block President Biden’s effort to tether a 
new $61 billion aid package for Ukraine to a new 
weapons package for Israel.

At the moment, U.S. support for Kyiv remains in 
doubt; without it, President Volodymyr Zelensky 
has told congressional leaders flatly, Ukraine will 
lose the war.

A final bouquet for Putin was delivered at the 
end of October, when a new poll in France put 
Marine Le Pen, an extreme nationalist with long-
standing ties to Russia, atop the pack of plausible 
candidates in the 2027 French presidential election. 
Though Le Pen has condemned Putin’s invasion, 
she has also opposed arming Ukraine — and her 
party for years relied on a multimillion-dollar loan 
from a Russian bank, paid off just this fall.

Putin sees and encourages these signs of Western 
wobbling, and history suggests they spur him to 
pursue his dream of Russia’s imperial restoration.

A decade ago, Putin watched when President 
Barack Obama drew a “red line” against the use of 
chemical weapons in Syria’s civil war, then did 
nothing when Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
called his bluff. Six months later, Putin sent Russian 
troops into Crimea, which is part of Ukraine, and 
illegally annexed it.

Putin was also watching when Biden ordered 
what became a chaotic withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from Afghanistan in August 2021. Six months after 
that, he unleashed Russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine.

Not all the October news was good for Putin; in 
Poland, a right-wing government whose steady 
backing for Kyiv had begun to waver was defeated. 
The new government, which might take power 
before the end of the year, is likely to reaffirm 
Warsaw’s solid support for European aid for 
Ukraine, which has now surpassed U.S. backing.

Much of the West remains resolute behind 
Ukraine’s aspiration to become a full-fledged 
member of the European club of free and democrat-
ic nations, which is exactly what Putin cannot 
countenance.

But the Russian dictator is playing the long 
game, attuned to every fissure in the transatlantic 
alliance. And the greatest potential crack of all — a 
potential election victory for Donald Trump, who is 
no friend of Ukraine’s — looms just 12 months off. 
That, for Putin, could be game, set and match.

Lee hockstader

Russia’s 
Mr. October

Andy Wong/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin at the China 
National Convention Center in Beijing on Oct. 18.

AndreA Levy For THe WASHingTon PoST

BY ANNE LAMOTT

G
etting older is almost like changing species, 
from cute middle-aged, white-tailed deer, to 
yak. We are both grass eaters, but that’s about 
the only similarity. At the Safeway sushi bar 

during lunchtime, I look at the teenage girls in their 
crop tops with their stupid flat tummies and I feel bad 
about what lies beneath my big, forgiving shirts but — 
and this is one of the blessings of aging — not for long. 
Aging has brought a modicum of self-compassion, 
and acceptance of what my husband and I call “the 
Sitch”: the bodily and cognitive decline that we all 
face sooner or later. Still, at Safeway, I can’t help but 
avert my eyes. Why push my luck?

Twenty years ago, when I turned 50, I showed the 
dark age spots on my arms and the backs of my hands 
to my wonderful dermatologist.

“They used to call these liver spots,” I said, laugh-
ing.

There was silence. “They still call them liver spots,” 
he replied.

My mother died of Alzheimer’s disease when I was 
50; my father had died of brain cancer 25 years before, 
so I have always been a bit more tense than the 
average bear about increasing holes in my memory, 
and more egregious moments of dither. I thought of 
my 50s as late middle age.

At 60, I tried to get this same dermatologist to 
authorize surgery to remove the pile of skin of my 
upper eyelid that gathered like a broken Roman 
shade at the eyelash line. “Look,” I said, “the eyelid has 
consumed my eyeball. I will not be able to see soon.”

I pulled out an inch of skin to demonstrate my 
infirmity.

He pulled out three inches of his own. “Ticktock,” 
he said. And he was right. All things skin had gone to 
hell, from the crepe of my forearms to lots of new 
precancerous lesions that he routinely froze off or 
biopsied, once making me use a horrible burning 
cream all over my face that turned me into Peeling 
Tomato Girl.

So many indignities are involved in aging, and yet 
so many graces, too. The perfectionism that had run 
me ragged and has kept me scared and wired my 
whole life has abated. The idea of perfectionism at 

60 is comical when, like me, you’ve worn non- 
 matching black flats out on stage. In my experience, 
most of us age away from brain and ambition toward 
heart and soul, and we bathe in relief that things are 
not worse. When I was younger, I was fixated on 
looking good and impressing people and being so big 
in the world. By 60, I didn’t care nearly as much what 
people thought of me, mostly.

And anyway, you know by 60 that people are rarely 
thinking of you. They are thinking about their own 
finances, family problems and upper arms.

I have no idea of the process that released some of 
that clench and self-consciousness, except that by a 
certain age some people beloved to me had died. And 
then you seriously get real about how short and 
precious life is. You have bigger fish to fry than your 
saggy butt. Also, what more can you lose, and what 
more can people do to you that age has not already 
done? You thought you could physically do this or 
that — i.e., lift the dog into the back seat — but two 
weeks later your back is still complaining. You 
thought that your mind was thrilling to others, but it 
turns out that not everyone noticed, and now they’re 
just worried because your shoes don’t match.

Anyway, as my dermatologist hinted, the tock did 
tick, and one day he was gone. He retired. Then last 
year, I heard he died.

Which brings us to death, deathly old death. At a 
few months shy of 70, with eyeballs squinting 
through the folds, I now face the possibility that I 
might die someday. My dad said after his cancer 
diagnosis that we are all on borrowed time, and it is 

good to be reminded of this now and again. It’s a great 
line, and the third-most-popular conversation we 
oldies have with each other, after the decline of our 
bodies and the latest senior moments: how many 
memorial services we go to these days.

Some weeks, it feels as though there is a sniper in 
the trees, picking off people we have loved for years. It 
breaks your heart, but as Carly Simon sang, there is 
more room in a broken heart. My heart is the 
roomiest it has ever been.

I do live in my heart more, which is hard in its own 
ways, but the blessing is that the yammer in my head 
is quieter, the endless questioning: What am I sup-
posed to be doing? Is this the right thing? What do you 
think of that? What does he think of that?

My parents and the culture told me that I would be 
happier if I did a certain thing, or stopped doing that, 
or tried harder and did better. But as my great friend 
Father Terry Richey said, it’s not about trying harder; 
it’s about resisting less. This is right up aging’s alley. 
Some days are sweet, some are just too long.

A lot of us thought when we were younger that we 
might want to stretch ourselves into other areas, 
master new realms. Now, I know better. I’m happy 
with the little nesty areas that are mine. For some 
reason, I love my softer, welcoming tummy. I laugh 
gently more often at darling confused me’s spaced-
outed ness, although I’m often glad no one was 
around to witness my lapses.

Especially my son, who frequently and jovially 
brings up APlaceForMom.com. He’ll say, “I found you 
a really nice place nearby, where they’ll let you have a 
little dog!” Recently, I was graciously driving him and 
his teenage son somewhere and made a tiny driving 
mistake hardly worth mentioning — I did not hit 
anyone, nor did I leave the filling station with the 
nozzle still in the gas tank — and he said to his boy just 
loud enough so that I could hear, “I’m glad we live so 
close to town, so it won’t be as hard for her when we 
have to take away her keys.”

I roared with laughter, and with love, and with an 
ache in my heart for something I can’t name.

Anne Lamott is an American novelist and nonfiction writer. 
Her latest book, “Somehow: Thoughts on Love,” will be 
published in April 2024.

Expect the sags, forget the stretches
and other lessons for life’s final chapter

A lot of us thought when we were 
younger that we might want 
to stretch ourselves into other 

areas, master new realms. 
Now, I know better.

C
onsumers don’t need an economics lesson to 
understand the impact of high interest rates. 
They feel it in the cost of mortgages, current-
ly above 7.5 percent for a 30-year, fixed-rate 

mortgage — the highest in 23 years. It’s a similar 
story for car loans, which auto executives also 
understand all too well. Elon Musk, speaking for a 
change on a subject for which he has firsthand 
knowledge, recently blamed the rate spike for Tesla’s 
weaker-than-expected sales results. “I am worried 
about the high interest rate environment that we’re 
in,” he told Tesla investors. “I just can’t emphasize 
this enough that for the vast majority of people, 
buying a car is about the monthly payment.”

Less appreciated by corporate titans and every-
day borrowers alike is the massive changes in store if 
interest rates, abnormally low for the past 15 years, 
remain high for months and years to come. An entire 
generation of professionals has grown accustomed 
to ultralow rates, which translates into dirt-cheap 
money for anyone wanting to borrow. Low costs of 
capital, in turn, encouraged all sorts of dodgy 
behavior. Free or nearly free money drives business 
decisions that don’t necessarily take into consider-
ation the need to earn a return on those investments.

If the rate jump were merely a hiccup — and many 
came to believe that’s what it would be — none of 
this would matter. But the reality is that the period 
beginning after the financial crisis of 2008 and 2009 
is what was unusual. For most of modern financial 
history, U.S. interest rates, best represented by the 
yield at which the federal government pays to 
borrow money for 10 years, have hovered in the 
mid-single digits. The 10-year Treasury bill spiked at 
times — famously above 15 percent in the early 1980s 
— but generally hovered about where it is now, in the 
neighborhood of 6 percent. On Wednesday, the 
Federal Reserve left its benchmark unchanged, but 
left open the possibility of another increase.

Persistently high rates — Wall Streeters are 
calling the phenomenon “higher for longer” — 
would mean that the rules of business will look more 
like they did in decades past and less like in recent 
memory, when rates hovered below 2 percent and at 
times touched zero. That means that all sorts of 
businesses (as well as the U.S. government), which 
had gotten used to borrowing cheap and spending 
their loot willy-nilly, will be forced to scrutinize their 
decisions far more carefully.

Consider the streaming wars of the last decade. 
The starting gun of that skirmish was the release by 
Netflix of the series “House of Cards,” a break-
through for a tech company that previously made 
money mailing out rental DVDs. Netflix carried 
$500 million in long-term debt in 2013, the year it 
released the series about Beltway deceit. By last year, 
that figure had ballooned to more than $14 billion. 
Yet interest costs on that debt amounted to a mere 2 
percent of revenue, the perfect illustration of how 
cheap money enabled Netflix to fund billions in 
annual spending on movies and TV shows. That debt 
will become increasingly more expensive to refi-
nance. Given that all of Hollywood followed Netflix 
down the streaming rabbit hole, the rise of interest 
rates is one powerful reason the entertainment 
industry’s spending will decline as it consolidates.

The 21st-century venture-capital business also 
was built on cheap money. Endowments and pen-
sion funds, unable to earn satisfactory returns in the 
debt market — the same phenomenon as retirees 
frustrated by meager returns in their savings ac-
counts — flooded into VC funds. Venture funding 
grew tenfold from 2010 to $163 billion last year. The 
companies they funded could muddle along for 
years without earning profits so long as they grew 
enough to suggest that one day they’d earn money. 
That day has come to an end for all but the best 
start-ups, and overall VC funding undoubtedly will 
shrink as rates rise, or simply remain elevated.

One of the biggest debtors in the world, the U.S. 
government, has a problem, too. Payments on the 
national debt have nearly doubled in two years to 
$659 billion, making interest costs the federal 
government’s fourth-largest expenditure. And that 
was largely before interest rates began rising. 
There’s considerable disagreement over how big a 
problem this is given that the government’s overall 
debt-service capacity remains strong by global 
standards. But there’s no question that ballooning 
payments will put pressure on the federal budget, 
just as rising rates will turn up the heat on all 
borrowers.

This news isn’t necessarily all bad. The U.S. 
economy continues to grow robustly, rising at nearly 
a 5 percent annualized clip in the third quarter. 
Whether that growth lasts, it shows that individuals 
and businesses can adjust to a high-rate environ-
ment. But it will be an adjustment all the same, 
resulting in more judicious decisions by business 
moguls and lawmakers on the one hand, and car 
buyers and homeowners on the other.

Borrowers will look back fondly on the era of low 
interest rates the way middle-aged people consider 
their youth: It was good while it lasted, but it’s not 
coming back.

adam Lashinsky

Waiting for interest rates to go down? Don’t.

All sorts of businesses (as well as 
the U.S. government) will be forced 

to scrutinize their decisions 
far more carefully.
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look like matters less than that there are 
meaningful rules for broadband more generally.”

Contrary to this perspective, lawsuits against 
Meta from 41 states show that regulatory specifics 
matter. The internet has become an essential 
utility, like water or highways. The specific details 
of proposed net neutrality regulations will define 
how successfully and to what extent there is 
accountability for the public interest. The public 
interest is harmed by unequal tiers of internet 
services, with high bandwidth for some and lower 
bandwidth for others.

Internet regulation needs a detailed, probity-
based approach to identify adverse business 
behaviors. A Facebook whistleblower’s 2021 
congressional testimony revealed the dangers of 
the absence of such probity about social media. 
This culminated in lawsuits being filed against 
Meta for allegedly harming minors. The testimony 
alleged that Meta put profits above the safety, 
mental health and well-being of its young users 
and our society. History demonstrates that absent 
detailed regulatory governance, corporate actors 
take profits at the expense of corporate 
responsibility.

Details are needed about exactly what aspects of 
net neutrality will require regulation. Can cable 
companies offer higher broadband upload and 
download speeds for customers who pay more? For 
net neutrality, “meaningful rules” means providing 
details about every specific policy scenario that 
can potentially protect the public interest.

Misha Speede,  Alexandria
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W
HILE CONGRESS hasn’t become more 
willing in recent years to pass legislation 
to reduce gun violence, it has become 
more willing to pay for studies on how to 

do just that. The initial results suggest many lives 
could be saved — and without one side prevailing in 
the culture war over gun rights.

A recent conference of the Research Society for 
the Prevention of Firearm-Related Harms high-

lighted a trove of information 
amassed since Congress reversed 
its two-decade freeze on federal 

gun research. The findings could give lawmakers 
some new ideas.

Government dollars can be devoted to studying 
firearm harms only if the money isn’t used to 
promote gun control. The research society is purely a 
scientific organization, not an advocacy group — but 
its findings speak for themselves. They point to an 
array of policy changes that could cut down on the 
shocking nearly 50,000 deaths from gun injuries the 
United States sees every year. Some of these are 
changes familiar to anyone concerned with the 
crisis. Other changes are more novel. That might 
mean they have a better chance of getting made.

Start with the tried-and-true ideas. One study 
connects the introduction of comprehensive back-
ground checks to immediate reductions in firearm 
homicides in Oregon. Another finds that permit-
to-purchase laws, which require people to obtain a 
license before buying a gun, were associated with 
reductions in suicides by firearm; another shows 

that the same type of law was associated with 
reductions in hospitalization rates. On the flip 
side, Wisconsin repealed legislation requiring a 
48-hour waiting period before taking possession of 

a firearm after purchase. Soon after, both self- 
 inflicted gun injuries and injuries inflicted on 
others rose significantly.

The research shows these types of restrictions are 
as wise as ever. The steps might be small compared 
with bans on assault rifles or high-capacity maga-
zines, but they make a difference. And although the 
passage of these policies is controversial, enforce-
ment where they already exist shouldn’t be. The 
studies have good insight into this issue, too; one of 
them, for example, examines the impact of negligent 
gun dealers on school shootings.

Yet what’s special about the research society’s 
store of data is the way it surfaces policies that 
aren’t the subject of frequent discussion or frenzied 
debate.

Few people pay attention to what happens when 
victims of gun violence enter an emergency room. If 
the patients are armed themselves, hospitals can 
help by giving them the option to place their 
weapons in a safe for storage, then providing them 
with a free cable lock and a safety brochure when 
they retrieve it. Intervention can also prevent gun 
violence patients from suffering the same fate in the 
future. Hospitals can ensure there’s a focus on 
emotional and social, as well as medical, recovery — 
and steer the victims for whom violence is a feature 
of everyday life toward programs that put them on a 
different path.

Along these same lines, a project in D.C. involves a 
community-level youth firearms prevention initia-
tive backed by the National Institutes of Health. The 

aim is to make adolescents aware of the “possible 
selves” available to them — teaching them, while 
they are still developing their sense of identity, that 
they shouldn’t expect violent futures just because 
there’s violence in their presents.

Another study touts the positive effects of sum-
mer youth employment programs; it doesn’t hurt 
that these take place during the time of year when 
the structure and support that school usually pro-
vides are absent. (By the way, extremely hot days also 
tend to be extremely violent — the subject of another 
study, and one more reason to address climate 
change and for cities to develop strategies to make 
heat waves more bearable.) And a separate body of 
research tracks the effect of creating more green 
spaces and remediating blight in urban environ-
ments. In Toledo, for instance, shootings were more 
likely in areas in evident disrepair, even after 
accounting for poverty levels.

Efforts to ban assault rifles and high-capacity 
magazines, as well as to beef up background checks 
and red-flag laws, are all worth the fight. But they do 
require a fight, and so far the side that favors these 
measures has lost most of its battles — even as the 
body count soars. The renewal of federal funds for 
firearms research is worth celebrating in itself. The 
answers that research provides, meanwhile, could 
be the starting point for meaningful action that 
doesn’t determine who can own a gun or where they 
can bring it. Policymakers shouldn’t discount these 
steps because they’re modest. They should take 
them.

How America can research its way to gun safety

Jon Cherry/BLoomBerg neWS

An employee passes rifles at Knob Creek Gun 
Range in West Point, Ky., in July 2021.

EdiTOriaL

Regarding the Oct. 29 Metro article “Fairfax 
students walk out for Gaza”:

Students who walked out of Fairfax County high 
schools in support of Gaza might benefit from a 
1960s “teach-in.” What do these students know of the 
history of the region — or the geography? When 
chanting “From the river to the sea, Palestine will be 
free,” how many know what/where these bodies of 
water are? Do they know about the U.N. resolution in 
1947 calling for the creation of Jewish and Arab 
states? Do they know how many times Palestine 
Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat 
stepped away from a dual-state solution in the 
Middle East? How can they call Israel a colonizer 
country when Jews have lived there for centuries — 
even before the birth of Islam?

There are centuries of history in this region. These 
kids need to dig deeper than what they can pull up 
on TikTok.

Colleen Ligibel, Annapolis

The online headline for the Oct. 29 Metro article 
on student protests, “Muslim students stage 
walkouts in Fairfax high schools over Gaza war,” 
contributed to the misunderstanding of the Israeli-
Palestinian crisis as a religious issue rather than a 
human rights issue. Many of the students who 
participated in the walkouts were not Muslim. In 
fact, the walkouts were co-sponsored by multiple 
student associations. My daughter was one of the 
participants and organizers of the walkout at her 
school, and she is a Palestinian American of 
Christian faith. The article mentioned the 
percentages of Muslims and Jews in Fairfax County. 
Why are these percentages relevant in this context? 
Many Jewish people, including some students who 
participated in the walkouts, have been outspoken 
about their outrage toward Israel killing Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip.

The article didn’t mention that some parents who 
“drove to McLean High School on Friday morning to 
observe the protest” filmed students who 
participated in the walkout, intimidating them and 
making them feel unsafe. In the days leading up to 
the protest, student organizers faced threats, 
harassment and intimidation. There were serious 
attempts to curtail students’ constitutional rights to 
express dissent over the massacre of innocent 
Palestinians unfolding before our eyes.

The students who walked out give us hope that a 
different future is possible.

Aline Batarseh, McLean

The Fairfax County student walkout

    LETTErs TO ThE EdiTOr  

In his Nov. 1 op-ed, “Google’s Pixel removes reality 
from photography,” Matt Bai decried a recent Google 
ad campaign that exuberantly markets the newest 
Pixel phone’s ability to alter reality in photos within 
seconds. Though Mr. Bai’s concerns over deepfakes 
and truth in general are valid and shared by many, 
the source of his concerns might be misplaced.

Altering truth in photographs is nearly as old as 
photography itself, from Alexander Gardner’s 
staged Civil War photos to Soviet erasures of 
political adversaries to Jerry Uelsmann’s reality-
bending composites. For years, photo editing 
programs such as Adobe Photoshop have used 
artificial intelligence to allow photographers and 
graphic designers the ability to alter digital photos 
completely. Google merely took that technology and 
made it easier to use and more ubiquitous for 
consumers, the same way that the Kodak Brownie 
made photography accessible to everyone at the 
start of the 20th century.

More concerning than the Google Pixel’s AI 
editing prowess is AI’s ability to generate images out 
of whole cloth. Soon, AI will possess the ability to 
generate not only images but also videos of anyone. 
What happens to our judicial system and to our 
relationships with others if the technology becomes 
so advanced that authorities can no longer 
distinguish whether an incriminating image or 
video is fake? Google didn’t let the spurious-reality 
genie out of the box, but now that altered images are 
more prominent in culture, we need to work on 

Altering photographs is old news

The Oct. 29 editorial, “Finally, some rules for the 
internet,” correctly noted that the internet has not 
broken in the absence of Federal Communications 
Commission “net neutrality” regulations. 
U.S. broadband providers have invested nearly half 
a trillion dollars in U.S. networks since the FCC 
repealed these rules in 2017. As a result, the core 
arguments for “net neutrality,” which were always 
questionable, have all but disappeared.

The FCC acknowledged this in its recent 
proposed rulemaking by piling on a kitchen sink of 
specious new justifications, including national 
security, for granting itself sweeping new 
authorities to manage how the internet operates. 
Broadband providers are in the business of 
connecting our communities. We agree that the 
internet should remain open. We also agree that the 
Telecommunications Act’s archaic classifications 
are not “well-suited to the modern internet.”

The FCC’s proposal is nothing more than a 
regulatory land grab. This is an issue for Congress 
to resolve once and for all. Settling for imposing 
outdated rules that are “better than nothing” is 
not the right answer.

Jonathan Spalter, Washington
The writer is president and 

chief executive of USTelecom.

I was dismayed to read in the Oct. 29 editorial 
the statement, “What, exactly, net neutrality rules 

Net neutrality rules 

solutions to contain their possible damage before 
they wreak havoc on society.

Art Vidrine, Hyattsville
The writer is an associate professor 

of art at Bowie State University.

As reported in the Oct. 28 news article “Brazilian 
bank called on to pay reparations for slavery,” Rio 
de Janeiro had the largest slave port in the 
Americas during the transatlantic slave trade and is 
responsible for the trafficking of about 5 million 
enslaved people. The effects of the slave trade on 
enslaved groups and their descendants are horrific. 
It is important to shine a light on the implications 
of what took place during this gruesome period.

Not only did enslaved people work in strenuous 
and hazardous conditions without compensation, 
but they were also often brutally abused, treated 
inhumanely and ostracized. This treatment did not 
end when slavery was abolished, and neither did 
the poverty and oppression that many Black, 
Brown and Indigenous Brazilians face today.

Institutions such as Banco Do Brasil were 
funded by the transatlantic slave trade and played 
an active role in prolonging the abolition process 
to promote its own interests. As a result, this 
institution and others that benefited from these 
acts should issue a public apology and think of an 
effective plan to rectify things moving forward. It 
is not enough for this bank to say that it feels 
sorry for this unfortunate chapter in history and 
excuse itself from the conversation simply 
because it was not the only group involved. It 
should be held accountable for the damage it 
caused and pay reparations to the descendants of 
slavery.

Ophelia Murray, Chevy Chase

Those who benefited should pay

Regarding the Sept. 28 news article “Court rulings 
set to play key role in battle for Congress”:

It has become clear that the North Carolina GOP 
has no interest in American democracy or the input 
of voters but is interested only in grabbing and 
retaining power. Abusing an ill-gotten supermajority 
gained by the state Rep. Tricia Cotham flipping 
parties after she posed as a Democrat to get elected, 
Republicans rammed through a grossly 
gerrymandered election map. This map will 
eliminate three more Democratic districts and leave 
only one competitive district in the state.

This is not representative democracy. Partisan 
gerrymandering is undemocratic and needs to be 
eliminated. This map dilutes the Black voting 
population, entrenches Republican supermajorities 
and renders voters’ input meaningless. It is 
outrageous and wrong that in a consistently purple 
state such as North Carolina, the legislature is a 
supermajority, districts are not competitive and 
election outcomes are predetermined regardless of 
turnout.

Perhaps if the North Carolina GOP adopted 
mainstream policies with strong public approval 
rather than its current radical, extremist agenda, it 
wouldn’t need to be afraid of the state’s voters.

Curtis Kelly, Hillsborough, N.C.

Gerrymandering is antidemocratic
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“Russian occupiers . . . forced families
to listen as they raped women next
door, members of a U.N.-mandated
investigative body said.”

— Reuters

I
n March 2022, three weeks into the 
war, the Russians dropped two  
 500-kilogram bombs on a theater 
in Mariupol, Ukraine, where hun-

dreds of civilians, their homes having 
been destroyed, were sheltering. On 
the pavement on each side of the 
theater was painted in giant Cyrillic 
letters the Russian word for “children.” 
Perhaps 600 people died. The implau-
sible idea that this was an accident 
became even more so 23 days later 
when, after a missile attack on refugees 
at a railway station, the words “for 
children” — up to nine children were 
among the up to 63 people killed — 
were found painted on fragments of 
the missile. Did this mean revenge for 
children killed, according to Russian 
propaganda, by Ukrainian military 
actions in Russian- occupied portions 
of Ukraine? Retired Army   Gen. David 
Petraeus and historian Andrew Rob-
erts think not. In their new book, 
“Conflict: The Evolution of Warfare 
from 1945 to Ukraine,” they ascribe the 
missile attack not to revenge but to “a 
truly depraved psychology.”

A Russian military consistency has 
been barbarism: Remember the explo-
sive toys Russians scattered to maim 
Afghan children who would thereafter 
be burdens for adults too distracted to 
fight. This is the Russia that some 
congressional Republicans would, by 
ending aid for Ukraine, rescue from 
the criminal misadventure Vladimir 
Putin began on Feb. 24, 2022.

Today, for a second year, Russia is 
engaged in what is called “weaponiz-
ing winter.” The aim, Petraeus and 
Roberts say, is to freeze “the Ukrainian 
people to death in their homes, bar-
racks and foxholes, by destroying pow-
er stations, water treatment plants and 
electrical grids.” But neither Napo-
leon’s bedraggled troops on their 
1,500-mile retreat from Moscow to 
Paris in 1812 nor Hitler’s ill-equipped 
legions, some of whose frozen eyelids 
fell off, were as used to extreme cold as 
Ukrainians are.

Churchill in 1942: “There is a win-
ter, you know, in Russia. . . . Hitler 
forgot about this Russian winter. He 
must have been very loosely educated.” 
It is fitting that eight decades after 
Hitler’s hubristic invaders discovered 
that they should have been supplied 
with winter clothing, Putin’s invaders 
blundered into Ukraine assuming that 
they would subdue a nation roughly 
the size of Texas in 72 hours: Soldiers 
were given only five days’ provisions 
and were told to pack their dress 
uniforms for the victory parade sched-
uled for Kyiv on May 9, which Russia 
commemorates as the anniversary of 
Germany’s 1945 surrender.

Putin’s barbarians have, unsurpris-
ingly, slaked their thirst for destruc-
tion by assaulting culture. “It is hard to 
escape the conclusion,” write Petraeus 
and Roberts, “that by looting some 
museums and art galleries, and delib-
erately targeting others for destruc-
tion, the Russians were hoping to 
destroy Ukraine’s sense of cultural and 
historical identity.” Never mind that 
Putin’s war justification is that Ukraine 
has no distinct identity. And how 
should we categorize the barbarians’ 
would-be abettors on Capitol Hill?

Days into the war, Russians attacked 
Red Cross evacuation routes. Later 
they would use thermobaric weapons, 
a vacuum bomb with two charges, as 
Petraeus and Roberts explain: “The 
first disperses fuel into the air and the 
second ignites it, sucking all the oxy-
gen out of people’s lungs.” It was a 
notable barbarity, “especially against 
civilians trapped in enclosed spaces.”

Russia’s war crimes — targeting 
civilians, kidnapping children, mass 
executions, torture, rape — are not 
incidental to, they are premeditated 
tactics in, the war that some congres-
sional Republicans seem eager to help 
Putin win. He knows the help he needs. 
“If Western defense supplies are termi-
nated tomorrow,” Putin said on Oct. 5, 
“Ukraine will have a week left to live as 
it runs out of ammunition.”

This blithe acknowledgment that  
 killing Ukraine is his intention came 
as some congressional Republicans 
were intensifying their opposition to 
aiding Ukraine. Their canine obedi-
ence to Donald Trump is congruent 
with his vow that if reelected he will 
end the war “in 24 hours.” These 
Republicans, and the constituents to 
whom they pander, are not less odious 
than the congressional and campus 
progressives “contextualizing” (a pro-
gressive synonym for “justifying”) 
Hamas’s sadism.

In his poem “September 1, 1939,” as 
the war in Europe began, W.H. Auden 
wrote: “As the clever hopes expire / Of 
a low dishonest decade.” Today, during 
the biggest European war since then, 
many Americans seem so indifferent 
to its outcome that they are prepared 
to decide the outcome by abandoning 
the bleeding victim with a low, dishon-
est shrug.

george F. Will

Is the GOP 
about to give 
Putin a pat
on the back?

v. Wade last year. Abortion in Virginia 
is legal up to 26 weeks of gestation.

Youngkin has proposed banning it 
after 15 weeks, with exceptions in 
cases of rape, incest and where the life 
of the pregnant woman is threatened. 
(More than 93 percent of abortions 
take place at or before 13 weeks, 
according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and   Prevention.)

So, the Virginia election is being 
watched by both parties as a signal 
of whether abortion will be the 
2024 silver bullet that many Demo-
crats are hoping for, or whether 
Youngkin has created a safe middle 
ground for Republicans on the issue.

Diggs supports the governor’s pro-
posal, which he says is “another exam-
ple of Republicans being able to bring 
people together,” and vows not to go 
any further toward restricting abor-
tion. “Some people are going to vote on 
the issue alone, and if we don’t stick to 
our promise on that, we don’t deserve” 
a victory, he told me.

But, as might be expected of some-

one who served more than two dec-
ades as a sheriff, Diggs would rather 
talk about crime and public safety — 
which have been common themes of 
Republicans across the state. Both 
candidates are seasoned campaigners, 
though their demeanors could hardly 
be more different. Mason, 55, is gregar-
ious and engages with every voter he 
sees; Diggs, 11 years older, is stiffer and 
more reserved. At a car show in York-
town last weekend, the former sheriff 
stood to the side of the festivities and 
made his pitch only to those who 
approached him. “You saw me at Dairy 
Queen!” one man reminded him.

This close to the election, both 
candidates are past the point of per-
suasion. Their chief goal is getting 
people to the polls — a challenge, given 
that turnout in these off-off-year elec-
tions tends to be low. I spent part of 
last weekend with each of them as they 
knocked on doors, at houses where 
they knew likely supporters live. I 
heard little discussion of the issues; 
both focused on reminding people 

that in-person voting is underway and 
making sure they knew where their 
polling places were.

Early voting has been a Youngkin 
priority as well, but the effort has not 
been without its challenges. To the 
detriment of GOP candidates, former 
president Donald Trump has sowed 
mistrust of the expansion of voting 
that many states, including Virginia, 
put into place during the covid-19  
 pandemic. At the car show, retiree 
Robert Carter, the proud owner of a 
1976 Chevy Corvette Stingray, resisted 
Diggs’s entreaties to take advantage of 
the fact that the polls are already open. 
Carter and his wife plan to wait until 
Tuesday, he told me, because “that way 
we know that everything is fine.”

Democrats still have an early-voting 
edge, but the strides that Republicans 
are making in Virginia are worrying to 
some Democrats I talked to — a 
possible sign that the abortion issue is 
not generating the intensity they had 
hoped. The latest figures compiled by 
the nonprofit, nonpartisan Virginia 
Public Access Project indicate that the 
GOP share of early voting is up from 
2021 and 2022. What won’t be known 
until Election Day is whether these are 
people who would have shown up 
anyway, or a sign that the GOP is 
bringing in voters who normally skip 
these legislative elections.

Millions of dollars are pouring in, 
and the air war is intense. But as it 
comes down to the finish line, this is a 
race — and a state — that must be run, 
and will be won, one doorstep and 
driveway at a time.

NEWPORT NEWS, Va.

T
he sweaty man who came 
bounding up Antoine John-
son’s driveway didn’t need to 
introduce himself or explain 

why he was prowling this suburban 
neighborhood on an unseasonably hot 
afternoon. “I’ve been getting emails 
and texts all week,” Johnson told his 
state senator, Monty Mason.

For the people who live in this part 
of Virginia, it is hard to escape Mason 
(D-Williamsburg) or his Republican 
opponent, former York County sheriff 
J.D. “Danny” Diggs. Or the television 
spots, mailed fliers and electronic 
messages with which they are blanket-
ing the Tidewater region. Between the 
two of them, the candidates have 
raised close to $9 million and spent 
more than half of it on ads.

Predictions are that the 24th Senate 
district could be the tightest contest in 
Virginia’s General Assembly elections 
on Tuesday. President Biden won it by 
about three percentage points in 2020. 
Republican Gov. Glenn Youngkin car-
ried it in 2021 by about the same 
margin. And it split nearly evenly in 
last year’s congressional election. 
“One source involved in this year’s 
campaigns told us the district could be 
decided by double-digits — in terms of 
actual raw votes, not percentage mar-
gin, that is,” analysts J. Miles Coleman 
and Jackson Hamilton wrote in Saba-
to’s Crystal Ball, the authoritative po-
litical tipsheet run by the University of 
Virginia’s Center for Politics.

Adding to the uncertainty is the fact 
that the last round of redistricting, 
conducted by an independent com-
mission, took away about one-third of 
Mason’s Democratic precincts and re-
placed them with ones that lean Re-
publican. “We’ve known since the day 
this district was drawn, this would be a 
50-50 race,” he said.

As one Democratic activist put it to 
me, this race is likely to be the “critical 
tipping point” — determining whether 
Youngkin and his fellow Republicans 
pick up the two seats they need to take 
a majority of the 40-member Virginia 
Senate, and with it, trifecta control of 
all the levers of government in Rich-
mond. That is, unless Democrats do 
well enough to flip the 100-member 
House of Delegates, where Republi-
cans currently hold a 50-46 majority.

If Republicans succeed, it will bur-
nish Youngkin’s national reputation 
and potentially position him for a 
presidential run, more likely in 
2028 than as a late entry in 2024.

A victory would also provide a 
template for Republicans across the 
country. Politically, the battleground  
 districts of Virginia are not all that 
different from the suburbs around 
Philadelphia, Milwaukee, Phoenix 
and Atlanta, “where the congres-
sional, Senate and presidential races 
will be decided in 2024,” noted Dave 
Rexrode, Youngkin’s senior political 
adviser. Rexrode also runs the gover-
nor’s political action committee — 
which has raised upward of $26 mil-
lion over the past two years.

Across Virginia, abortion has be-
come the overriding issue on the 
airwaves for the Democrats, highlight-
ed in more than 40 percent of their 
ads. Republicans are talking about it 
in only 3 percent of theirs, according to 
the tracking firm AdImpact. But  
 Mason noted: “People bring it up to 
me. I don’t have to lead with it in a lot 
of places.”

That is because Virginia is the last 
Southern state where the procedure 
has remained widely available after 
the Supreme Court overturned Roe 

Karen tumulty

Virginia, America’s focus group for 2024
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new technology. She was active on AOL 
Instant Messenger and was one of my 
first friends there. She had a robot from 
the Sharper Image named Emilio that 
was supposed to ferry drinks on a tray, 
but its robotic arm was broken, and it 
would roll toward you in a stately fashion, 
spilling your drink on the floor. Later, we 
got her Google Home and programmed it 
to play “God Save the Queen” if anyone 
came into the house and said “I’m a 
burglar.” She loved gag gifts. She had a 
pillow that showed the Sistine Chapel 
scene of Michelangelo’s Adam and God 
reaching for one another and that played 

Above: Virginia state Sen. Monty 
Mason, a Democrat running for 
reelection in a redrawn district, 
canvasses a neighborhood in 
Newport News on Oct. 28.

At left: Mason’s Republican 
opponent, former sheriff Danny 
Diggs, greets potential voters at a 
car show in York County on Oct. 28.

“T
he trouble with most people 
is that they worry about the 
wrong things. Pornography, 
for instance.”

Those words aren’t mine. They’re my 
grandmother’s, from a column she wrote 
for the Noblesville (Ind.) Daily Ledger. 
Her name was Georgianne Neal, and 
those two lines should give you a sense of 
what she was like, but I am going to try 
anyway. When I think of her, I think of her 
laughing, throwing her head back for a 
hearty cackle.

She wouldn’t want this to be sentimen-
tal, and she would want it to be short. I 
don’t think she would like how much 
time I am about to spend on “The Sound 
of Music,” but unfortunately she is not 
around to offer edits, and I want this to be 
funny.

Because she was so funny. Funny gen-
erally ages badly, unless it’s a joke about 
farts. Fortunately, she loved jokes about 
farts. She loved jokes. She had an ear for 
stories. One of her favorites was about a 
friend who began every speech with the 
words “Hi, I’m John Clough” — until he 
was called upon to deliver a prayer and 
began it by introducing himself to God 
(“Hi, I’m John Clough”). She called lunch 
“beer and wine time.” She loved the state 
of Indiana. She loved obscure Indiana 
history. She loved Santa Fe and Willa 
Cather and William Faulkner and Lew 
Wallace and Methodist hymns.

She was surprisingly eager to try out 

“I Want to Hold Your Hand” when you 
wound it up.

Every year at Christmas, we watched 
the Kennedy Center Honors, and some 
years we watched “The Sound of Music,” 
which she could not stand. One of her 
great delights was watching things she 
could not stand, and “The Sound of 
Music” was at the top of that list. “There 
are all those idiot children,” she would say 
when the von Trapps appeared. “You 
know, standing and listening to someone 
as they sing is a really stupid thing.”

“Do we know why his wife died?” my 
mom once asked, pointing at Captain von 
Trapp.

“Because he kept singing,” my grand-
ma chimed in.

She was one of my first, and best, 
audiences. As a child, I inflicted some of 
my earliest attempts at political humor 
on her. I remember performing an origi-
nal song called “You’ve Got to Knock 
Before You Enter,” which culminated 
with the verse: “Ms. Tripp had this prob-
lem! That’s how it all began! She didn’t go 
a knockin’ before she went a-walkin’ and 
that certainly wasn’t her plan!” (To this 
day, I don’t know what 10-year-old me 
thought Linda Tripp had done. It certain-
ly wasn’t that.) I inflicted Elvis imperson-
ations on her. (I had the wig on backward, 
and my grandma did not know I was 
Elvis.) Yet she encouraged me! Whenever 
I wanted to know if what I had written 
was good or funny, the refrain was: Ask 

Grandma. If I could make her laugh, I 
knew I had something. She was a merci-
less editor in the best way, and her cuts 
were nearly always right.

Sentimentality made her gag, so she 
can skip this paragraph, if she is reading 
along. She seldom talked about herself 
despite a stunning roster of accomplish-
ments. I didn’t even know about all the 
columns she had written until I was 
myself writing a column and she turned 
up with some yellowed clippings. She had 
done what you did when you were a 
smart, hilarious woman born in 1920: She 
married, raised two daughters and never 
finished the novel she always said she 
wanted to write (though she kept telling 
me that if I ever wanted to write a novel, 
she knew just what it should be about).

I find that the times I laugh the hard-
est, the real belly laughs, the ones where 
tears come to my eyes and I keep laughing 
until my sides ache, are at things that are 
utterly unintelligible to people who were 
not in that particular room at that partic-
ular moment. This is how I feel now. The 
funniest people I know are the ones who 
are most generous with their laughter. 
Perhaps that’s why I always remember 
my grandma laughing. She was the funni-
est one in the room. I’m grateful I got to 
spend more than 30 years in the room 
with her.

She died this past week. She was 92. 
The next time you see “The Sound of 
Music,” please turn it off in her honor.

alexandra Petri

I loved my grandmother as much as she hated
‘The Sound of Music’

FAmily PHOTO

Alexandra Petri and her grandmother 
Georgianne Neal.
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SAVING LIVES 
starts by ending the sale 

of menthol cigarettes and 
all flavored cigars.

Smoking kills nearly half a million people in the 
United States each year, and these addictive, 

deadly products are a big part of the problem.
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to release lifesaving rules prohibiting menthol 

cigarettes and all flavored cigars.
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A Seat at the table
Curtis Chin on finding his place, and helping other Asian American authors do it too

KaTye MarTenS Brier For THe WaSHingTon PoST

 Curtis Chin at hei La Moon in Boston. his new memoir is “Everything i Learned, i Learned in a Chinese Restaurant.”

INSIDE

A not-creepy-at-all 
tour of Stephen 
King’s library. B8

FICTION

Her films are misunderstood. 
So she wrote a novel. B4

INVESTIGATION

Uncovering the real story of 
an enslaved author. B5

W
hen I sat down to talk to filmmaker, writer and activist Curtis Chin, it felt strangely like chatting 

with a friend I’d known for years. Maybe it was because I’d caught him in a familiar setting, 

where he’s most relaxed and himself: a Chinese restaurant. Here, he sat back comfortably and 

breathed easily, drumming his fingers over the colorful bilingual menu like a piano he’d played 

countless times. ¶ Chin, 55, grew up in a Chinese restaurant in Detroit: His family’s eatery, 

Chung’s, kept its doors open for 60 years, until the flagship downtown location closed in 2000. Chung’s is the 

backbone of Chin’s recent memoir, “everything I Learned, I Learned in a Chinese Restaurant,” which chronicles 

his experience growing up Chinese American as the third-born of six children in 1980s Detroit and coming to 

terms with being gay. Chin is no stranger to writing — he’s been writing for more than three decades. But this is his 

first book, and reading it — with its medley of cheesy jokes, candid reflections and Motown lyrics — mirrors what 

it feels like to chat with Chin: friendly, seemingly effortless, intimate. see Chin oN B7
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Even before I worked
through all the toilet paper
I’d panic-bought during the
pandemic, I was receiving
novels about covid. The
books seem to arrive more
frequently than new booster
shots. Gary Shteyngart’s
“Our Country Friends,”

Louise Erdrich’s “The Sentence,” Ali
Smith’s “Companion Piece,” Jodi Picoult’s
“Wish You Were Here,” Ann Patchett’s
“Tom Lake” and others fill the shelf of our
era’s ever-expanding covidature. Of
course, it would be exceedingly strange if
novelists ignored the pandemic that killed
millions, transformed work life and gutted
cities, but, talented as these writers are,
it’s getting harder to resist a kind of
literary vaccine fatigue.
Sigrid Nunez raised the alarm early. Her

2010 novel, “Salvation City,” describes a
devastating flu epidemic. Now, in “The
Vulnerables,” she turns her attention to
2020 and the actual pandemic we all
endured. Once again, death marches
across the world, but there are unnerving
benefits, too. “I couldn’t help feeling
guilty about the pleasure I took in the
lifeless streets,” she says. “To be the only
pedestrian, block after block, to have an
acre of Central Park to yourself.”
That unnamed narrator is an older New

York novelist who sounds a lot like the
author so many readers discovered in
2018 when she published “The Friend,”
which won the National Book Award for
fiction. Early in this new story, as death
rates soar, a young acquaintance
admonishes her to be more careful about
spending so much time wandering around
outside. “You’re a vulnerable,” the woman
tells the narrator. “And you need to act
like one.”
For the most part, she does. In fact, the

story’s fidelity to the nature of life under
lockdown results in a plot with a
dangerously faint pulse. But “The
Vulnerables” also captures the weird
arrangements that the virus made
common. “We were all living,” the narrator
says, “with the sense that, at any moment,
some inexplicable new story would
unfold.”
Sure enough, one does. When a friend

of a friend is stuck in California, the
narrator agrees to housesit their parrot.
It’s really no trouble. The parrot, named
Eureka, lives in a luxurious apartment in
an empty building. All the other well-
heeled residents have fled. (“I was struck,”
she says, “by how many of the people I
knew had second homes.” Me too.)
The companionship is a godsend for

both narrator and bird. They spend hours
watching each other, amusing each other.
“He could hardly have been more grateful
for my company than I was for his,” she
writes. “I woke up every day looking
forward to this simple chore.” And that
duty inspires one of the novel’s most
touching chapters, which is actually more
of a reflective essay on the rejuvenating
effects of interacting with animals — “a
curb against misanthropy, into which
these days it is all too easy to fall.” She
moves swiftly from her childhood to Jane
Goodall, “Born Free,” birding and
anthropomorphism. Indeed, it’s tempting
to imagine that the plot has been
abandoned entirely, but then she

A parrot saves a woman from lockdown loneliness

Ron
Charles

concludes with devastating effect that the
documentary “My Octopus Teacher” “was
the kind of story that makes me think I
should have changed my life. Instead, I
have wasted it.”
Those little explosions of pathos

detonate periodically through this story
— their power even more impressive for
the way Nunez repeatedly lulls us into the
comfort of her wry, ruminative voice.
Much of “The Vulnerables” winds through
considerations on how economic class
shapes labor conditions during lockdown,
the mystery of evil in a world created by a
loving God, the calamity of Donald
Trump, the problem with people always
staring at their phones. At times, these
passages risk sliding into low-level rants
about the world going to hell in a
handbasket. “Why had things changed
so?” she asks in one nakedly plaintive
moment. Drifting from subject to subject,
offering up stray memories, anecdotes
and well-polished truisms, “The
Vulnerables” seems designed to prove
Nunez’s claim that “the traditional novel
has lost its place as the major genre of our
time. . . . No matter how well done, it
seems to lack urgency.”
But that’s a ruse. “The Vulnerables” isn’t

a rejection of the novel as a form so much
as a test of its dimensions. “People

without hope don’t write novels,” the
narrator points out. “I am writing a novel.
Therefore I must have hope. Does that
work?”
Sort of.
Stasis, ennui and writer’s block are

painfully common but devilishly difficult
to portray in fiction. The very act of
bringing depression to life betrays the
experience of living with it. Nunez works
around that problem, partially, by inviting
us into a circuitous search for inspiration
in other writers’ works. I can’t remember
another novel that felt so stuffed with
literary allusions, quotations and
references. A fully footnoted edition of
“The Vulnerables” would be twice as long.
From the opening line borrowed from
Virginia Woolf ’s “The Years” to her
skeptical interrogation of Joan Didion’s
“Slouching Towards Bethlehem,” Nunez
name-checks a whole library of reading —
Edna O’Brien, Rousseau, Norman Mailer,
Chekhov, Georges Perec, Günter Grass,
Ogden Nash, Jeanette Winterson, on and
on. That could sound pretentious, but
that’s not the effect here. Instead, it feels
like an almost desperate effort to
reestablish the architecture of literature
in a world where everything has been
swept away — like trying to picture each
object in the house to calm your nerves on

a stormy night.
But there’s a more dynamic thrust to

this novel, too, that helps dramatize the
narrator’s efforts to remain in contact
with humanity as the coronavirus
separates and isolates everyone she
knows. About halfway through “The
Vulnerables,” Nunez introduces a second
character — a second human character,
that is. One morning, the narrator gets up
in the parrot’s apartment and finds a
young man snacking in the kitchen. She
knows immediately that he must be the
first parrot-sitter, the irresponsible kid
who flew the coop to be with his friends in
Vermont.
He’s flaky and unfocused, and

everything about his presence in the
apartment — his messiness! his casual
good looks! his testosterone! — irritates
her. He won’t leave. She won’t leave either.
And then … well.
You’ll just have to read it. Or ask the

parrot.

ron Charles reviews books and writes the
Book club newsletter for the Washington Post.

on Nov. 13 at 7 p.m., Sigrid Nunez will be in
conversation with Molly Mccloskey at Politics
and Prose, 5015 connecticut ave. NW. 202-
364-1919.
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The
VuLnerAbLeS
By Sigrid Nunez
Riverhead.
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BY MALCOLM FORBES

I n 2007, HilaryMantel wrote an article for
the Guardian that took its lead from a
comment made by fellow English writer

Martin Amis about different modes and
means of writing. Amis claimed that his
journalism and criticism were the work of
his left hand while his fiction flowed from
his right. For Mantel, the reverse was the
case. “Thinking back over my career as a
columnist, I know that my pieces came from
my right hand— trained, clear, biddable and
capable of keeping count,” she declared. In
contrast, the fiction she created, packed
with ideas, rich in imagery and imbued with
meaning, was “scuffled onto the page hesi-
tantly, furtively, transgressively, by night
and with the wrong hand.”
That wrong hand produced extraordinary

results, especially in Mantel’s later years.
Her best-selling, prize-garlanded Wolf Hall
trilogy, about the rise and fall of Henry VIII’s
arch-fixer and master manipulator Thomas
Cromwell — “the devil in guise of a knave” —
was a magisterial achievement and repre-
sented the capstone to a remarkable career.
But Mantel, who died in 2022 at the age of

70, left behind a literary legacy that also
includes a wide range of her right-handed
writing. “A Memoir of My Former Self ”
gathers together the best of it. Spanning
four decades, and comprising work that
originally appeared in various outlets, this
bravura collection of articles, essays, re-
views and talks showcases the inquiring
mind, fierce intelligence and shrewd way
with words of a dexterous — and indeed,
ambidextrous — prose stylist.
The book’s first section is largely made up

of Mantel’s Guardian pieces. Often a short
anecdote, incident or recollection serves as a
springboard to a broader theme or wider
discussion point. Spotting a book on school
exams sends Mantel down memory lane,
picturing her younger self as “a trembling
voyager on a sea of black ink, living in a

Hilary Mantel’s sharp writing
stretched beyond Wolf Hall

permanent state of dread” — a feeling she
routinely experienced as a writer while wait-
ing to learn if a novel had made the Booker
Prize shortlist. A contestant’s answer on a TV
quiz show prompts a meditation on Eng-
land’s north-south divide. And a stray com-
ment from Mantel’s hairdresser triggers
musings on a writer’s need for interruptions
— although not when she was at the end of a
book: “I admit that, by that stage, if a person
had come between me and the last page, I’d
simply have cut his head off.”
The second section consists of film re-

views that Mantel wrote for the Spectator in
the late 1980s. All bases are covered, from
highbrow art house to big-budget block-
busters. If Mantel doesn’t always display
in-depth movie knowledge, she compen-
sates for it with a steady stream of memora-
ble phrasings, whether describing Glenn
Close getting too close for comfort in “Fatal
Attraction” (“Mr. Douglas looks like a ham-
ster threatened by a tomahawk”) or David
Lynch’s violent and lurid portrayal of 1950s
America in “Wild at Heart”: “This is a
culture that bares its heart; and what is a
heart but another piece of offal?”
Part three sees Mantel on firmer ground

with a selection of longer, meatier essays
from the New York Review of Books. She
turns her critical gaze on Rebecca West’s
letters, Annie Proulx’s fiction, V.S. Naipaul’s
travel writing and two biographies of her
beloved Jane Austen. Equally stimulating
are Mantel’s five Reith Lectures, first broad-
cast on BBC radio in 2017, in which she
expounds on the nuts and bolts of historical
fiction, providing valuable insight into the
way practitioners sift facts, shape narratives
and carry out “the practical job of resurrec-
tion.”
The book’s title is a misnomer: Mantel’s

memoir of her former self is not this
posthumous collection of essays but rather a
book she published in her lifetime— “Giving
Up the Ghost,” from 2003. And yet many of
the pieces here either highlight an aspect of

her life or chart a self-contained episode
from it. A couple of articles, including the
prizewinning “Last Morning in Al Hamra,”
chronicle her years spent living in, and
acclimatizing to, Saudi Arabia — a place she
called “the Empire of Deletion, the world
capital of crossing-out.” “Every Part of My
BodyHurts” is a brave and candid account of
her losing battle against endometriosis.
More uplifting and endlessly illuminating
are Mantel’s scattered gems on her career as
a writer and the art of writing. “You have to
keep shocking your psyche,” she counsels,
“or nothing happens in your writing —
nothing charged, nothing enduring.”
Whether engaging with RoboCop or the

royal family, national identity or personal
endeavor, Mantel impresses with her sharp
wit, informed opinions and keen observa-
tions. Certain prose flourishes (“in the

watches of last night,” “creeping, like the
flow of chrism from a jar”) resemble those
from the pages of theWolf Hall novels. Other
key lines read like lyrical maxims: “History,
biography and novels in particular lend you
experience that is not yet your own. They are
an advance paid on life.”
Mantel’s sudden death renders one essay,

“The Books I Will Never Write,” all the more
poignant. One book we will never read is
“Provocation,” the “Pride and Prejudice”
spinoff she was at work on in her final days.
However, we still have her glorious back
catalogue, together with this parting shot,
which hits the mark.

malcolm forbes is a freelance writer whose
work has appeared in the economist, the
Financial times, the Wall Street Journal and the
New Republic.
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Author Hilary
Mantel in
London in
2020. A new
collection
showcases her
work beyond
her novels,
including
movie
reviews,
newspaper
pieces and
reflections on
the art of
writing.

Amemoir
ofmy
former SeLf
A Life in Writing
By Hilary Mantel
Henry Holt.
432 pp. $40
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From bare-bones records,
fleshing out her ancestors’ lives

What if ghosts return not to
haunt or hector, but because
they cannot bear to
relinquish the common
pleasures of daily life? In
Tracy K. Smith’s new book of
interlinked essays, “To Free
the Captives,” she imagines
her dead parents returning as

surprisingly no-nonsense specters. They
have no grand messages to impart, no
pressing prophesies to convey. Instead, they
crave something smaller and, at the same
time, maybe more exalted: They want to go
on existing as they did before. The ghost of
Smith’s mother counsels her to buy a new
car before her old one breaks down, while
the ghost of her father directs her attention
to small beauties: “a heron over a pond, or a
woodpecker battering a tree.”

Smith, a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and
a professor of English and African and
African American studies at Harvard, writes
prose at once dazzling and exacting. On
nearly every page of this book is a phrase or
sentence to marvel over, a word (usually an
adjective) so unexpectedly apt that it
freshens familiar language. When Smith’s
father leaves his Alabama hometown for
Detroit in 1953, there is “something in him
that bucks with haphazard hope”; during
the pandemic, Smith is awed by “the
undeterred industry of birds, foxes, and
squirrels” in her yard; and when her twin
sons are born, she watches their “legs
pedaling against the sudden air.” “Sudden”
is shocking, but richly and irreplaceably
right.

“To Free the Captives” is so luscious that
it often reads less like a collection of essays
than like a work of prose poetry. Its six long
sections and brief coda are not neatly
contained narratives or discrete arguments,
but threads in one continuous web of
reminiscence and observation.

The book chronicles a fraught trip Smith
took to Georgia, where she spent the night
in a former plantation house that seemed
cursed, and her first months of motherhood,
which felt initially like an abduction (“I so
desperately loved myself that I longed to
have her back, wept sometimes thinking of
where she had gone”). Smith writes about
her first marriage, which shrunk her world,
and her second marriage, which enlarged it.
But the bulk of “To Free the Captives” is
devoted to genealogical investigations.

Smith’s parents hailed from the small,
rural town of Sunflower, Ala., but once this
fact is established, questions begin to
outpace answers. When the poet begins to
delve into her family’s past, she often cannot
find information about her relatives and
resorts to more general searches. She knows
that her grandfather enlisted in the Army
during World War I, so she seeks out
“images of Black soldiers from my
grandfather’s time” and reads about Black
men who joined the Army because they
were “hopeful that, in helping to defend
democracy in Europe, they might prove
their — our — loyalty to this nation.” Were
these her grandfather’s motives? She
discovers that she has 14 great-aunts and -
uncles on her father’s side — but only eight
of them are accounted for in the remaining
records. “Who is missing? When were they
born? To what did they succumb?” she
wonders. At one point, census documents
inform her that her grandfather “lived in
two separate households in two separate
counties at once, in one an unmarried son
and in the other a newlywed husband.”

These confusions and outright
contradictions compel her to abandon the
cool deflections of the archive and evoke her
forebears with novelistic vivacity. She never
witnessed her father’s youth, but she can
picture him as an inquisitive child, cranking
the wheels in his grandfather’s blacksmith
shop. The 1940 Census characterizes her
father’s brothers as “laborers working forty-
hour weeks,” but beneath this plain
description looms a pair of lives about
which Smith can only speculate. “Perhaps

Becca
Rothfeld

they are needed at home on the farm,” she
muses. “Maybe the money they can bring in
at jobs is essential to making ends meet in a
large household. It’s possible they leave
school willingly, not keen on books.”

Many of Smith’s flights of fancy are
attempts to imagine all that the historical
record conceals — to endow skeletal
statistics with flesh and blood — and her
lively lyricism is an antidote to the slick
obfuscations of bureaucratic language.
Over and over, she pits the dead rhetoric
of institutions against the vibrant hum of
human speech. In the archives where she
researches her father’s origins, she
discovers a letter from 1933, written by a
man named Simon Tricksey to Alabama’s
governor. “I feel like I haven’t been treated
just fair and have such responsibilities on
my self and several others with large
families,” Tricksey lamented, having lost
his job. He wrote with irrepressible
character, but the government’s reply was
evasive and impersonal. “We are working
now to get more funds. You should talk
over with the people in charge of the
matter in your county your situation and I
am sure they will give careful
consideration to it,” an indifferent
administrator responded. How expertly,
how officially, this note “manages to
commit to nothing,” as Smith writes.
Later, in her parents’ files, she finds a
letter “indicating that my father owes the
military a debt of $1,030.63 for
Overshipment of Household Goods.” It, too,
is written in “chilling governmentese —
syntax designed to tell you that no
justification on your part, no private
catastrophe, no emotional appeal, no
anything will have bearing upon the
government’s determination to collect a
debt you have allowed yourself to accrue.”

But private catastrophes and emotional
appeals are the point of “To Free the
Captives,” which functions as a rebuke to the
racism inflicted by institutional
insensibility. It is bureaucracy, with its stock
of prevarications and excuses, that yields
Smith’s sense that she is “not Free but rather
Freed, a guest in the places — we might just
as easily call them institutions — where
freedom is professed.” These institutions are
legion. They are the universities where
Smith has taught and where she is eyed with
suspicion when she tries to bring a visitor to
the library; the laws in the Jim Crow South,
where Smith’s ancestors lived and labored;
the government that passed the GI Bill,
which failed to fulfill its promise to Black
veterans like Smith’s uncles.

The best defense against these intangible
institutions is the warm weight of the
actual. When Smith was in Georgia, she
attended a ring shout, a musical ritual
originally practiced by enslaved people in
America and the West Indies. There, she
confronted “the complex conundrum of
flesh and spirit.” Here, too, the ghosts of the
past were summoned, and here, too, they
longed for the everyday ecstasy of
embodiment. Nothing could be less like
institutional abstractions; nothing could be
more lavishly particular.

becca rothfeld is the nonfiction book critic for
The washington Post.
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FROM TOP: Tracy K. Smith’s
Uncle Johnny and Aunt Mattie,
1950s. Smith writes about her
efforts to discover her family’s
past through historical records.
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CAPtivES
A Plea for the
American Soul
By Tracy K.
Smith
Knopf.
265 pp. $27

BY JOAN FRANK

I t’s a truth not often-enough acknowledged
that Mavis Gallant is a wonder of the
literary world, even if many of that world’s

biggest names have declared her just that.
JohnUpdike, for instance, said thather “talent
is as versatile and witty as it is somber and
empathetic.”

If you’ve not read her yet, it won’t hurt to
start with her nonfiction. And what luck:
“Paris Notebooks,” a superb collection of her
essays, reviews and journal entries, has just
been reissued. This new edition’s brilliant
foreword, by biographer and critic Hermione
Lee, alonemay justify the book’s price.

Happily, no such justification is needed:
Page after page, Gallant dazzles. Her voice and
sensibility are penetrating, canny, graceful
and incisive. Michael Dirda called her “one of
the best short story writers alive.” (Gallant
died in 2014.) I’ll testify that her nonfiction
stands every bit as tall. Bound by that laser-
acute voice, these disparate pieces, many of
which appeared in the New Yorker, now also
function — perhaps unexpectedly — as a
portal into history.

Gallant is “an impeccable transcriber of
French life for North American readers,” Lee

Time travel to mid-century Paris with these dazzling essays
notes, comparing her skills to those of Edith
Wharton and Janet Flanner. “She did thiswith
the true fiction writer’s combination of deep
feeling and estrangement, andout of a lifelong
compulsion to turn lived experience into
memorable sentences.”

Gallant was born in Montreal and in 1950
settled in Paris, where she spent the rest of her
life; as the book title suggests, the city became
her muse. The longest piece here recounts
Gallant’s on-the-scene diary of the events of
May 1968, when rebelling students triggered
similar uprisings by blue-collar workers and
Paris became, for some time, a war zone.
Bravely, Gallant walked right into street con-
flicts, kept all-night vigils, tracked radio re-
portage (newspapers grewscarce), talkedwith
friends and strangers. By turns admiring and
wry, Gallant is unsparing in her descriptions
of theunrest: “Youwould think itwas the siege
of Leningrad and we were all eating rats. …
Everyone mad, afraid of something imagi-
nary.”

These crisp, grim, occasionally despairing
reports — of strikes, demonstrations, burning
cars, police violence, shortages and hoarding
(cigarettes, gasoline, sugar), toxic rumors —
capture the hair-on-fire urgency of the time.
What exactly was it, Gallant and friends

wondered late in the ordeal, that anyone had
really wanted? “Quelque chose de propre —
Something decent,” came the (much-quoted)
reply.

The volume’s second-longest piece focuses
on the excruciatingly sad 1968 scandal of a
young teacher, Gabrielle Russier, 31, who fell
in lovewith a 16-year-old student. Russier was
so pitilessly hounded by the (perversely prim,
punitive) French court system and near-hys-
terical public rage, she finally took her own
life. Gallant interweaves her densely detailed
account with gimlet-eyed analysis: Despite
femalegains inFrance, “whenyouread the law
and… look closely at specific social situations,
you discover that women never have the last
word … under a tradition … called ‘la latinité’
— the Latin attitude towardmen andwomen.”

Collectively, “Paris Notebooks” enables a
kind of time travel, with some near-shocking
lessons in transience: The book could be
subtitled “It Seemed Important at the Time.”
Those once-boggling évènements demai 1968,
for instance — then considered monumental
— are now scarcely remembered. Gallant was
mindful of this likely trajectory in her later
introduction to that section: “Nothingwas left
but a confused collective memory, the stuff of
kitsch.”

Literary art is hardly excluded from this
kind of leveling. In the roll call of Gallant’s
(fierce, droll) book reviews, certain names
may still be recognized: Nabokov, Grass, de
Beauvoir, Sartre, Malraux, Colette. Others —
Paul Léautaud, Jean Giraudoux — will mean
nothing tomost. Yet one can’t not feel vitalized
on every page by Gallant’s prose. “Analyzing
Giraudoux is like plucking a hummingbird
and sorting out the feathers for color and size,”
she writes of a biography by the distinguished
playwright. “Yet I wish something had been
done to make the book more appealing to
readers who don’t know much about Girau-
doux and can’t read French.”

Gallant is a fierce guardian and proctor of
the French language. She praises Marguerite
Yourcenar (“Memoirs of Hadrian”): “In an age
of slops, she writes the firm, accurate, expres-
sive French that used to be expected in work
taken seriously.” Severe? Yes. Also fearless,
bracing, lyrical. “Paris Notebooks” doesn’t
precisely scold: It clarifies, corrects, refreshes.
Its music makes what was evanescent live
again.

Joan Frank’s latest books are “Late work: A
Literary Autobiography of Love, Loss, and what I
was Reading” and “Juniper Street: a Novel.”

PAriS
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Essays &
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By Mavis
Gallant.
Foreword by
Hermoine Lee.
Nonpareil.
392 pp. $19,
paperback
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had to learn how to be business people. We 
had to learn how to do our own publicity. We 
had to learn about marketing. We had to 
learn about sales and how to schmooze sales 
reps.”

Evanovich’s humor makes her a genius 
marketer. Some of her book-signings, she says, 
used to draw 3,000 people, “which is very good 
for your ego, but actually doesn’t make a good 
experience for the consumer.”

now, at 80 years old, after scores of bestsell-
ers and hundreds of millions of copies in print, 
she still loves meeting readers. On a recent 
Sunday, she greeted fans and signed early 
copies of “Dirty Thirty” at Books-A-Million in 
Mays Landing, n.J.

“i have no life,” she says. “i’m a very boring 
person” — not true — “so i just sit at home all 
day and write books and create my own 
worlds. it turns out that if you stop giving your 
publisher books, they stop giving you money. 
it’s so unfair.”

Racing through “Dirty Thirty,” i’m aston-
ished that this story about a jewelry heist is 
just as fresh and zany as the Plum novels i read 
years ago. How does she do it? “it takes a lot of 
wine and Cheetos,” she says. “Without that, 
i’m nothing.”

With so many plots in play, continuity is a 

challenge. “i can’t remember a single thing 
about all of the books that i’ve written,” she 
says. “The fans know everything.” (indeed, 
The Washington Post’s first review of 

Evanovich earned a stern correction from a 
reader who knew her oeuvre backward and 
forward.) But Evanovich admits that she 
makes mistakes, too. Stephanie’s sometimes-
boyfriend, Joe Morelli, “originally had a scar 
over one eye, and two books later, it switched 
to the other side.”

if Evanovich harbors any disappointments, 
it’s that none of her books has been banned 
yet. “i’m like, Is anybody reading this?”

But while the Stephanie Plum novels have 
escaped the flames, Evanovich has still felt 
the heat of hypersensitivity. A few years ago, 
her publisher decided it was no longer 
appropriate to call Stephanie’s friend Lula a 
“ho.”

So, the novelist and her daughter sat 
down and devised more palatable job de-
scriptions for the former sex worker. Their 
choices ranged from “pleasure specialist” to 
“erectile engineer” to “organ grinder.”

“But then after a couple of books,” 
Evanovich says, “they decided that Lula could 
be a ‘ho’ again, which was, you know, sort of 
anticlimactic.” All puns intended.

this article was excerpted from our free book club 
newsletter. to subscribe, visit wapo.st/
booknewsletter.

roLAnd scArPA

Janet Evanovich

BY RON CHARLES

J anet Evanovich has reached an extraordi-
nary milestone: On Tuesday — Halloween 
— she published the 30th novel in her 
best-selling Stephanie Plum series. As 

with each installment, it’s full of tricks and 
treats. 

Readers first met the funny new Jersey 
bounty hunter in “One for the Money” back in 
1994. it was love at first sight.

Love, in fact, was baked right in. Before 
reinventing herself as a writer of comic 
mysteries, Evanovich wrote romance novels 
— and she’s still grateful for the experience. 
“Romance taught me a lot about business, 
about being a writer,” she says from her 
home in Chapel Hill, n.C. “There’s this 
wonderful fellowship of women who write 
romance. . . . Because back then publishers 
didn’t do really anything to get your book 
out there, we had to do it all ourselves. We 

A milestone fueled 
by ‘wine and Cheetos’ 

BY SOPHIA NGUYEN in nEW YORK 

F
eminist filmmaker Anna Biller 
can’t remember a time when she 
didn’t know the story of Blue-
beard, what she calls “the gender 
war fairy tale.” it warned her: You 

won’t grow up and marry a handsome 
prince. You’ll grow up and marry a man 
who might try to murder you, just like he 
murdered all those other women. When she 
read about marriage throughout history, 
Biller said, “i was so terrified. Like, ‘Do i 
have to have a husband?’”

Her new novel, “Bluebeard’s Castle,” 
recently published by Verso, tells the story 
of Judith, a lonely British novelist, who 
falls in love with Gavin, “the perfect 
amalgamation of the secretive Rochester, 
the passionate Heathcliff, and the intimi-
dating Max de Winter.” in a whirlwind, they 
marry, moving into a grand, decaying 
castle. There’s a forest of “red flags,” Judith 
acknowledges in her more lucid moments 
— a “crazy” ex shows up; an adored cat 
disappears; money problems recur — but 
she can’t tear herself away. Gavin has a 
scary temper and an even scarier talent for 
saying exactly what she wants to hear.

“Bluebeard’s Castle” originated as a 
screenplay. Biller, best-known for her 2016 
supernatural horror-comedy, “The Love 
Witch,” first thought she’d make a movie akin 
to her favorite “women-in-peril” pictures — 
Golden Age classics such as Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “Shadow of a Doubt” or George Cukor’s 
“Gaslight.” She had gained a cult following 
and critical acclaim for her rich, fanatically 
detailed retro fantasies, and this next project 
would be especially ambitious: Picture mist-
shrouded sets, heavy fabrics, a woman fleeing 
by moonlight. She sought studio backing or 
an experienced producer, taking meeting 
after meeting. nothing shook out. When she 
thought she was getting close, the pandemic 
shut everything down.

So Biller’s partner, Robert Greene, “or-
dered” her to rewrite the screenplay as a 
novel, she says in the acknowledgments. Over 
Zoom, Greene, the best-selling author of “The 
48 Laws of Power” and “The Art of Seduc-
tion,” said mildly, “Well, i don’t know if i’d 
quite use that verb.” (He also clarified for the 
record that he’s joking, obviously, when he 
says Gavin is based on him: “i’m not the kind 
of alpha-male, pick-a-woman-up-on-the-
beach-and-carry-her kind.”)

Freed from the constraints of shooting 
schedules and production budgets, Biller 
went on a describing spree: the brand of a 
character’s swimsuit, the wallpaper’s tex-
ture, the filling in the sandwiches served at 
tea. Like her movies, “Bluebeard’s Castle” 
replicates the genre conventions of bygone 
eras — in this case, Gothic novels — and like 
her movies, it’s all so over the top that you 
have to admire the commitment. But you 
also wait — and wait — for a wink, or some 
tell, that you’re being invited into a joke. in 
a typical scene, Judith thinks to herself 
“Why me?,” smashes a framed photo of her 
husband in a rage, then consults a textbook 
titled “Bad Men, and the Women Who Love 
Them.” While Biller allows that “Blue-
beard’s Castle” is “an entertaining work of 
Gothic fiction,” she describes it as “a 
psychological novel which covers all of the 
reasons women stay with abusers,” she 
wrote on her blog. “While writing the novel, 
i went into some very dark places in my 
own psyche.”

Biller is in preproduction for a movie set in 
medieval England — a retelling of Yotsuya 
Kaidan, a Japanese ghost story about mar-
riage, murder and revenge — and so we 
headed to the Met Cloisters one hot after-
noon. After our struggle uphill through the 
surrounding park, its paths circular and 
confusing, the museum suddenly appeared at 
the summit like a mirage, air-conditioned 
and imperturbable. The building itself — 
fusing chunks of historic abbeys from France, 
transported overseas and meticulously re-
constructed in a corner of Manhattan — 
seemed like a project after Biller’s own heart: 
an extravagant testament to one guy’s idio-
syncratic obsession, the result both absurd 
and transporting.

“Wow, that’s pretty special,” she ex-

Anna Biller wants to tell you a story 
Her cult films are praised for their style. With her first novel, she’s glad readers are paying attention to the substance.

LinneA buLLion for the WAshington Post; set by Amy tAyLor for the WAshington Post

Anna Biller is known for her movies, including “Viva” and “The Love Witch.” Her debut novel is “Bluebeard’s Castle.”

claimed, seeing a bronze platter decorated 
with an image of a woman spanking her 
spouse, Punch-and-Judy style. “The wife 
dominates the husband,” she noted. “That’s 
what makes it comedy.” Her voice, soft but 
excitable, bounced off the stone walls as she 
stopped to admire a stone demon hassling 
Saint Anthony the Abbot, or to point out 
the markers of 14th-century garb: the tiny 
details she needed to emulate to convey the 
period’s “weirdness and beauty.” Prepro-
duction on Biller’s movies has sometimes 
stretched on for years, as she sewed all the 
costumes, or hooked a pentagram rug for a 
character’s apartment, or lugged back a 
flowered couch from the outskirts of Long 
Beach. Her work makes you electrically 
conscious that she has designed every inch 
of what you’re seeing.

That devotion to craft is a double-edged 
sword. Biller’s aesthetic draws viewers to 
her work, but then their attention scatters. 
Often, people get so absorbed in a film’s 
production design that they don’t even 
register its content — the story, the charac-
ters, the ideas, the core emotions. in, say, 
the tearoom scene in “The Love Witch,” you 
can get so lost in the aesthetics — the 
heroine’s precise blue eye shadow; every-
one’s giant, period-perfect hats — that you 
may not clock the characters’ debate about 
princess fantasies. Her films have many 
admirers among cinephiles, but the terms 
of their admiration rankles, especially 
when they call it “pastiche” or an homage to 
B-movie directors like Jesús Franco and 
Russ Meyer. “it’s bittersweet,” she told an 
interviewer in 2017, “to have a movie be so 

popular, but it’s popular with caveats. it’s 
popular with the insistence that you’re not 
doing serious work.”

“That is a way of saying that i can’t be a 
creator, because all i can do is copy a man’s 
work. it’s a deliberate patriarchal project to 
put me back to my place and to deny my 
claim of being an artist, of being able to 
create meaning,” Biller said when we sat 
down for lunch, splitting a burger. Her 
hand slashed the air. “it’s a knockdown, 
drag-out fight.”

Biller, born and raised in Los Angeles by a 
painter father and fashion designer mother, 
came of age in an artistic culture that was 
male-dominated and casually chauvinist. 
Both in her childhood home, where her dad’s 
friends would come by on weekends to paint 
models, and at UCLA, where she studied art, 
the dominant attitude was that women 
couldn’t hack it as artists. “it’s a real, 
persistent pain in my life,” she said. “When do 
you move out of being muse and move into 
being creator?”

That pain deepened with the release of her 
first feature, “Viva,” a satire of the 1960s and 
’70s sexual revolution that she wrote, direct-
ed and starred in, ripping many of the lines 
straight from Playboy advertising copy. it did 
well at festivals, Biller said, but “i didn’t get 
any studio meetings after ‘Viva.’ no offers of 
agent representation. nothing. But i got 
about 10 different men asking me to star in 
their porn movie.” Her smile tightened. “And 
that was kind of funny at first, but then at 
some point it wasn’t funny. it was actually 
vaguely disturbing.”

Biller hoped that novel-writing would 
leave less room for misunderstanding. When 
she was shopping around the “Bluebeard’s 
Castle” script, “i was really hurt by how 
stupid people thought Judith was,” Biller 
said. “And so what i wanted to do in this novel 
was explain her psychology, from her point of 
view.” But in early reviews, she noticed a 
pattern — “the use of the word ‘camp,’” she 
said. “i really don’t know what they mean. i 
don’t think femicide is campy. i don’t think 
domestic abuse is campy.” it seemed connect-
ed, though, to how her films had been 
received — these labels seemed to be a way of 
saying, “Don’t worry, this art isn’t taking 
itself seriously.”

Perhaps she’d never live down making 
“Viva.” “That movie was campy,” she allowed. 
“But does that mean every movie that i make 
from now on, or every book that i write, is 
going to be labeled campy?” Though she was 
on the East Coast in part to attend a rare 
screening of that debut, she looked a little 
pained when i said i’d be there, too. “You’re 
going to cancel the article,” she said, only 
half-joking. “You’re going to think, ‘Every-
thing they say about her is true.’ You’re going 
to call your editor and say, ‘i’m sorry.’”

The show was sold out, packed with fans 
who’d brought DVD cases to wave in the air. 
Biller did not sit among them. “Viva” was a 
fun movie, she said, but she couldn’t watch 
herself anymore or listen to others react. She 
had dinner while it played, and then went 
onstage for the Q&A. Toward the end, the 
screening’s curator asked Biller what differ-
ences she’d noticed between directing a 
movie and writing a novel.

“Well — you can say what it means,” Biller 
answered.

“You’re in your head more,” offered the 
curator.

“You can actually tell the reader what 
your book means,” she persisted. “You can’t 
do that in a movie. Everybody’s misinter-
preting everything for, like, years.” Serious 
film critics would watch “The Love Witch” 
and call it — even praise it as — pastiche, as 
form somehow empty of content. it’s about 
a woman’s life, Biller wanted to tell them.

So it was weird, she continued, to scroll 
through the early Goodreads reviews and feel 
seen — even by the negative ones. “Even if 
they hate it, it’s like, ‘Wow, they’re talking 
about the story.’ They understand that there’s 
a story. They acknowledge that there’s a story. 
They gave me credit for writing a story! 
That’s so amazing.” She heaved a theatrical 
sigh. “After all these years.”

Sophia Nguyen is the news and features writer 
for book World. 
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nonFiction

BY TOPE FOLARIN

P
robably the most significant mo-
ment in my literary life — indeed, 
one of the most significant mo-
ments in my life — is the time my 
first-grade teacher introduced me 

to the poet Phillis Wheatley. I was living in 
Bountiful, Utah, and I was an inveterate 
reader. I had never read a book by a Black 
person before; though no one had ever told 
me as much, I had come to believe that 
Black people simply didn’t produce litera-
ture. There was certainly nothing in my 
environment to disabuse me of this notion 
— apart from my Nigerian immigrant 
parents, I was surrounded by Whiteness. I 
can still remember the surge of emotion I 
felt as my teacher described how Wheatley 
had been born in slavery in the 18th 
century and somehow managed to learn to 
read, and then, eventually, wrote poetry 
about her life that was admired by the 
leading artists and statesmen of her day, 
including George Washington.

In the years following Wheatley’s literary 
triumphs, a few other African American 
women wrote books that chronicled their 
lives and struggles, including Harriet Wilson 
(whose “Our Nig” was published in 1859) and 
Harriet Jacobs (whose “Incidents in the Life 
of a Slave Girl” was published in 1861). Gregg 
Hecimovich’s latest book, “The Life and 
Times of Hannah Crafts: The True Story of 
The Bondwoman’s Narrative,” is the riveting 
story of Crafts, a Black woman who wrote a 
novel based on her life in the same era as 
Wilson and Jacobs, and the circuitous path 
her novel took to publication, long after her 
death. It is also an engrossing account of 
Hecimovich’s efforts to verify Crafts’s author-
ship of her novel and the startling details he 
uncovers along the way.

Hecimovich’s book begins with an intro-
duction by the professor and literary scholar 
Henry Louis Gates Jr., who played an essen-
tial role in the publication of Crafts’s novel. In 
2001, Gates — who also rediscovered “Our 
Nig” in 1982 — purchased an unheralded 
novel of unknown authorship at an auction 
for $8,500. Over the next several months 
Gates conducted extensive research to deter-
mine its provenance and verified that the 
novel was authentic and had probably been 
written by a Black person before 1860, 
though its authorship remained a mystery. 
Gates edited and wrote an introduction to the 
novel, titled “The Bondwoman’s Narrative,” 
which was published to wide acclaim and 
robust sales in 2002.

In 2013, Hecimovich, then a professor at 
Winthrop University, announced that he had 
determined that the author of “The Bond-
woman’s Narrative” was a woman named 
Hannah Bond, and “Hannah Crafts” was her 

The long 
search for 
an enslaved 
novelist 

Mundy tells it, in the early days of the agency, 
they were relegated to typing, fetching coffee, 
taking dictation, all the while enduring belit-
tling commentary and sexual harassment 
ranging from micro aggressions to macro 
offenses. Some were willing to work unpaid to 
perform a job at which they knew they could 

excel, one they wanted or felt called to do.
Ironically, the agency’s and society’s ten-

dency to devalue these women and their 
abilities made them blend into the woodwork, 
unseen, and thus they became far more 
effective and influential, as they often used the 
obstacles placed in their path to their advan-

Jeanne 
Vertefeuille 
started her 
CIA career as 
a typist in 
1954. In the 
1980s and 
’90s, she led a 
mostly female 
team of CIA 
officers who 
unmasked 
Aldrich Ames 
as a mole.

BY DENISE KIERNAN

I t should come as no surprise that women 
have been integral to the Central Intelli-
gence Agency since its inception, and still 

are. It is almost not worth mentioning that, 
whether they worked as spies, couriers, girl 
Fridays or other keepers of secrets, these 
women helped make the clandestine agency 
not only tick, but hum. Almost not worth 
mentioning.

Except that it is.
Writer Liza Mundy recognizes how rescu-

ing stories from the past can illuminate bias 
and abuse, and she does so in her latest book, 
“The Sisterhood: The Secret History of Wom-
en at the CIA.” It’s somewhat familiar territory 
for Mundy, who took a similar tack in her 
previous book “Code Girls,” about the female 
code breakers of World War II.

“The Sisterhood” picks up where World War 
II left off, from the ashes of destruction and 
victory into the cauldron of the Cold War. 
Women who had worked in every corner of the 
war effort — from the Manhattan Project to 
the Women’s Army Corps — were expected to 
return to societal roles that had long been 
designated to them. Yet even before the Office 
of Strategic Services became the CIA, a third of 
its employees were women.

Repairing the historical record is a chal-
lenging undertaking decades after the deeds 
are done, perhaps more so when the history 
itself is shrouded in secrecy. To accomplish her 
aims, Mundy employs historical research and 
documentation along with the present-day 
recollections of individuals who were — or 
still are — involved with the agency.

Many of these women’s experiences seem 
sadly par for the course — almost blasé. As 

Behind the CIA, daring housewives and clever co≠ee fetchers 
tage. Women asked to create filing systems, for 
example, had access to and eyes on every-
thing. Women taking dictation heard all. A 
“housewife” was not merely a societal or 
familial designation, it was, in many cases, the 
ultimate cover.

The underlying power of this narrative lies 
in juxtaposition: We witness contributions 
downplayed and overlooked, while compre-
hending their vital value to the agency. This 
was not simply an affront to the women; in 
some scenarios it proved a threat to national 
security.

“The Sisterhood” covers a lot of ground, 
from the origins of the OSS to the hunt for 
Osama bin Laden, to the appointment of Gina 
Haspel as the CIA’s first female director in 
2018 and beyond. The women — and men — 
vary in background, race and likability. Not 
every woman is a supportive ally, not every 
man a demeaning ogre. Along the way there 
are a lot of firsts and plenty of names and 
places to keep track of. For some readers, the 
earlier history may be more compelling, if 
only because the hurdles to be surmounted 
were so high, and the tenacity of those who 
cleared them feels that much more inspiring.

Still, “The Sisterhood” offers a different and 
valuable inside look at an agency that has long 
fascinated American culture. Women’s roles 
today have expanded, yet many of the same 
challenges remain for those devalued because 
of their gender, race, sexual identity and more. 
The more we commit to sharing these stories, 
the more courage we will have to recognize 
who is being overlooked.

denise Kiernan is the New york Times best-selling 
author of “The Girls of atomic City,” “The last 
Castle,” “We Gather Together” and others. 
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pen name (she later adopted the name as her 
own). Hecimovich spent the following decade 
meticulously researching Crafts’s life and 
how she came to write the novel that would 
earn her posthumous recognition.

Hecimovich, now at Furman University, 
draws readers close with often riveting 
passages. He introduces us to Crafts in a 
dramatic and breathtaking scene — Crafts, 

JErEMy FlEMING

dressed as a man, is on the run from bounty 
hunters who have been hired by her enslaver, 
John Hill Wheeler. She reaches a stop on the 
Underground Railroad on the grounds of 
New York Central College, but soon after she 
arrives, she is informed that the bounty 
hunters are closing in on her. She is taken to a 
farm owned by a Quaker named Horace Craft 
— she would later take his last name — and 

settles into his attic. “Two days later,” Heci-
movich writes, “she removed a manuscript 
from her valise. Her sweat mixed with ink as 
she returned her attention to her work.”

Hecimovich’s book is filled to the brim 
with similarly vivid scenes and anecdotes 
about Craft’s drive to document her story, 
and his tireless efforts to discover Craft’s 
identity and reconstruct her trajectory. He 
also explains how Crafts learned to read, 
introduces us to five enslaved women whose 
stories she incorporated into her book and 
demonstrates how Craft was inspired by the 
popular literature of her day. The resulting 
story is an inspired amalgam of genres — 
part thriller, part mystery and part biogra-
phy. What emerges is a tale of a woman who 
was determined to be the protagonist of her 
story, regardless of what her society had in 
store for her.

“The Life and Times of Hannah Craft” is, 
in the end, a tale about overcoming 
insurmountable odds. As Hecimovich dem-
onstrates, Craft surmounted tremendous 
barriers to write her novel, and her 
manuscript somehow survived into the 21st 
century. Hecimovich himself routinely 
overcomes difficult circumstances in his 
quest to tell her story. We live in our own 
treacherous moment for literature, as pow-
erful ideologues target books that don’t 
align with their personal values, but books 
like Hecimovich’s are a vital resource for 
readers who wish to engage with them-
selves and the wider world.

tope folarin is the author of the novel “a 
Particular Kind of Black Man” and the executive 
director of the Institute for Policy Studies.
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fICTION

1 TrusT (Riverhead, $17). By Hernan 
Diaz. in this Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel, an excessively wealthy family 
with a secret is the catalyst for 
examining how stories can shape the 
truth.

2 a COurT Of ThOrNs aNd rOses 
(Bloomsbury, $19). By Sarah J. Maas. 
a threat is growing over a magical 
land where a huntress is being held 
captive.

3 The seVeN husBaNds Of eVelyN 
hugO (Washington Square, $17). By 
taylor Jenkins Reid. a Hollywood icon 
recounts the story of her glamorous 
life to a young reporter, and both 
discover the cost of fame.

4 The MIdNIghT lIBrary (Penguin, 
$18). By Matt Haig. a regretful woman 
lands in a library where she gets to 
play out her life had she made 
different choices.

5 NeVer WhIsTle aT NIghT (Vintage, 
$17). edited by Shane Hawk and 
theodore c. Van alst Jr. an anthology 
of dark fiction by indigenous authors 
includes stories by tommy Orange, 
Rebecca Roanhorse and David Heska 
Wanbli Weiden.

6 all The lIghT We CaNNOT see 
(Scribner, $18.99). By anthony Doerr. 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel 
follows the parallel lives of a blind 
french girl and an orphaned german 
boy during World War ii.

7 IrIs Kelly dOesN’T daTe (Berkley, 
$18). By ashley Herring Blake. after 
their disastrous hookup, Stevie asks 
iris to pretend to be her girlfriend in 
this final volume in the Bright falls 
series.

8 Mad hONey (Ballantine, $18). By 
Jodi Picoult and Jennifer finney 
Boylan. a woman confronts the 
possibility that her teenage son is a 
murderer when his girlfriend dies 
from a fall.

9 The Thursday Murder CluB  
(Penguin, $18). By Richard Osman. 
four septuagenarians join forces to 
catch a killer.

10 BaBel (Harper Voyager, $20). By R.f. 
kuang. a chinese orphan, who is in 
Regency-era London for his magical 
education, feels torn between two 
cultures.

NONfICTION

1 KIllers Of The flOWer MOON 
(Vintage, $18). David grann. a look at 
the fBi’s investigation of native 
american deaths in 1920s Oklahoma.

2 BraIdINg sWeeTgrass (Milkweed, 
$20). By Robin Wall kimmerer. 
essays by an indigenous scientist 
offer lessons in reciprocal awareness 
between people and plants.

3 The BOdy KeePs The sCOre 
(Penguin, $19). By Bessel van der 
kolk. a scientific look at how trauma 
can reshape a person’s body and 
brain.

4 all aBOuT lOVe (Morrow, $16.99). 
By bell hooks. the first volume in the 
iconic feminist’s “Love Song to the 
nation” trilogy considers compassion 
as a form of love.

5 CryINg IN h MarT (Vintage, $17). By 
Michelle Zauner. a korean american 
indie rockstar chronicles her 
relationship with her mother and their 
shared culture.

6 aN IMMeNse WOrld (Random 
House, $20). By ed yong. a science 
writer describes different ways 
sensory perception can be 
experienced in animals, including 
humans.

7 The sONg Of The Cell (Scribner, 
$21). By Siddhartha Mukherjee. the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning doctor and 
researcher explains what the 
understanding of cells means to the 
past, the present and possibly the 
future.

8 The 2024 Old farMer’s 
alMaNaC (Old farmer’s almanac, 
$9.95). the classic reference guide 
forecasts culture, weather and 
trends.

9 Where The deer aNd The 
aNTelOPe Play (Dutton, $18). By 
nick Offerman. the actor and 
humorist reflects on his experiences 
in nature.

10 sOlITO (Hogarth, $18). By Javier 
Zamora. a poet who fled el Salvador 
when he was 9 tells the story of his 
migration to the united States.

Rankings reflect sales for the week ended Oct. 29. the 
charts may not be reproduced without permission from the 
american Booksellers association, the trade association for 
independent bookstores in the united States, and 
indiebound.org. copyright 2023 american Booksellers 
association. (the bestseller lists alternate between 
hardcover and paperback each week.)

Washington Post
Paperback Bestsellers
cOuRteSy Of tHe aMeRican
BOOkSeLLeRS aSSOciatiOn

5 suNday | 3 P.M. Jeremy Scheck discusses 
“Scheckeats — cooking Smarter: friendly Recipes With a 
Side of Science” at Politics and Prose, 5015 connecticut 
ave. nW. 202-364-1919.

5 P.M. Cliff Sloan discusses “the court at War: fDR, His 
Justices, and the World they Made” with Paul Sparrow, 
streamed through Lewes Library at lewes.lib.de.us.

5 P.M. Armand Lione discusses “native american 
History of Washington, Dc” at Politics and Prose.

6 MONday | 10:30 a.M. Renée Watson discusses “Ways 
to Build Dreams” at Politics and Prose.

6 P.M. Ann Marie Stephens, Sue Fliess, Van G. Garrett 
and Malcolm Newsome present their works for the 
children’s Book Week Panel, streamed through Scrawl 
Bookstore at scrawlbooks.com. 

6:30 P.M. Helen Shiller discusses “Daring to Struggle, 
Daring to Win: five Decades of Resistance in chicago’s 
uptown community” with Clarence Page at Sankofa 
Video, Books & cafe, 2714 georgia ave. nW. 202-234-
4755. $27. 

7 P.M. Alice McDermott discusses “absolution” with 
Jacki Lyden at Politics and Prose.

7 Tuesday | 5 P.M. Alan Lightman discusses “the 
transcendent Brain: Spirituality in the age of Science” 
with Fred and Linda Dylla, streamed through Lewes 
Library. 

7 P.M. Michael J. Feuer discusses “can Schools Save 
Democracy?: civic education and the common good” 
with Valerie Strauss at Politics and Prose.

8 P.M. Paul Auster discusses “Baumgartner” with 
Rachel DeWoskin, streamed through Politics and Prose 
Live at politics-prose.com/events. 

8 WedNesday | 6:45 P.M. Lynn Ames discusses “Out at 
the Plate: the Dot Wilkinson Story,” streamed through 
Smithsonian associates at smithsonianassociates.org. 
$20-$25. 

7 P.M. Eric Smith discusses “With or Without you” with 
Amanda Quain at One More Page Books, 2200 n. 
Westmoreland St., arlington. 703-300-9746.

7 P.M. Shibani Mahtani and Timothy McLaughlin discuss 
“among the Braves: Hope, Struggle, and exile in the 
Battle for Hong kong and the future of global 
Democracy” with Ishaan Tharoor at Politics and Prose.

9 Thursday | 6:45 P.M. Mark K. Updegrove discusses 

“incomparable grace: Jfk in the Presidency,” streamed 
through Smithsonian associates. $20-$25.

7 P.M. Jodi Meadows discusses “Dawnbreaker” at One 
More Page Books. 

7 P.M. Phillipe Sands discusses “the Last colony: a tale 
of exile, Justice, and courage” at Politics and Prose.

10 frIday | 7 P.M. Naomi Alderman discusses “the 
future” with Kara Swisher at Politics and Prose.

11 saTurday | 11 a.M. Patricia Tanumijardja presents 
“the Sugar Plum Bakers” at Bards alley, 110 church St. 
nW, Vienna. 571-459-2653.

1 P.M. Madeleine Blais discusses “Queen of the court: 
the Many Lives of tennis Legend alice Marble” with 
David Maraniss at Politics and Prose.

3 P.M. Stacey Schiff discusses “the Revolutionary: 
Samuel adams” with Bob Thompson at Politics and 
Prose.

5 P.M. Emily Wilson discusses her translation of “the 
iliad” at Politics and Prose.

for more literary events, go to wapo.st/literarycal.
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Book World

BY NICK ROMEO

I
n the flush years of the mid-20th century, 
an executive at a major American car 
company approached his board of direc-
tors with an unexpected proposal: to cap 
his own pay at $225,000, the equivalent of 

about $2 million today. This was already rough-
ly 40 times what a typical American household 
made in the late 1950s. He argued that execu-
tives who were compensated too lavishly risked 
becoming distracted by “the temptations of 
success.”

The board agreed. As the company prospered 
in the early 1960s, he even refused the perform-
ance bonuses in his original contract, declining 
$268,000 over five years. The executive, George 
Romney, was the father of future presidential 
candidate and senator Mitt Romney.

Just a few decades later, Mitt also worked as 
an executive, at the consulting firm Bain & Co. 
and a spinoff private-equity firm. His earnings 
were significantly higher than his father’s: His 
net worth is now estimated at roughly 
$250 million. This striking father-son contrast 
reflects deep shifts in corporate culture and the 
American economy. In the 1950s, the top mar-
ginal tax rate was more than 90 percent. When 
Ronald Reagan left office in 1989, it was 28 per-
cent. Unionization rates of American workers 
plunged from more than 30 percent in the 
1960s to barely more than 10 percent today. For 
everyone not in the top 2 percent of the income 
distribution, the years from World War II until 
1980 produced faster income growth than the 
decades since. Only for the very rich is the 
opposite true.

What happened, and how might the best 
elements of that earlier culture be restored?

Journalist David Leonhardt’s ambitious first 
book, “Ours Was the Shining Future: The Story 
of the American Dream,” seeks to answer these 
vital questions. It’s a chronicle of almost a 
century of American economic life, rich with 
historical details and resonant narratives. It 
also makes a subtle but pointed argument 
about the present, offering a diagnosis of our 
current maladies and suggestions about the 
shape solutions could take.

His central contention is that the American 
left has largely abandoned fighting for basic 
economic improvement for the working class. 
Some of the defining progressive triumphs of 
the 20th century, from labor victories by 
unions under Franklin Roosevelt to the Great 
Society programs of Lyndon B. Johnson, re-
quired vast popular mobilizations to succeed. 
Leonhardt, a writer for the New York Times, 

What happened to the  American Dream?
geORge O. ORR/MinneSOta HiStORicaL SOciety
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champions a progressivism that is “more inclu-
sive of people who are not white-collar profes-
sionals.” Borrowing a useful phrase from the 
economist Thomas Piketty, he argues that the 
“Brahmin left” must stop demonizing working-
class people who do not share its views on 
cultural issues such as abortion, immigration, 
affirmative action and patriotism. A less self-
righteous and more tolerant left could build 
what successfully increased access to the 
American Dream in the past: a broad grass-
roots movement focused on core economic 
issues such as strengthening unions, improv-
ing wages and working conditions, raising 
corporate taxes, and decreasing corporate con-
centration.

Some of the most fascinating material in the 
book endorses a more nuanced interpretation of 
America’s political realignment in the 1960s. The 
standard view is that the Democrats, by oppos-
ing segregation, lost millions of racist White 
voters to the Republican Party. Leonhardt argues 
that this captures only part of the truth. Another 
significant factor was the failure of Democrats to 
address issues such as crime. Rates of murder, 
assault and robbery all surged between 1960 and 
1980, but some liberal publications and politi-
cians refused to take the issue seriously. The 
Nation even used quotation marks to parade its 
skepticism, as if the crime wave were simply a 
fabrication of the political right.

This was part of a broader shift. While 
progressives in the 1930s and 1940s had con-
centrated more on material issues such as 
wages, retirement and unions, by the 1960s 
influential sections of the left began to focus 
“more on the psychic concerns of people fortu-
nate enough to take material comfort for grant-
ed.” By 1970, political analysts Ben Wattenberg 
and Richard Scammon were arguing in “The 
Real Majority” that Democrats mistakenly be-
lieved that the typical voter was a 24-year-old 
political science instructor at Yale University. 
President Richard Nixon encouraged his aides 
to read their book.

Not all Democrats labored under this delu-
sion. Robert Kennedy sought to create a work-
ing-class coalition across racial lines. A strong 
supporter of civil rights, he knew that some 
demagogues used the fear of crime to inflame 
racial tensions. He also understood that crime 
was a real issue, and for Democrats to ignore it 
would fatally undermine their credibility. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. also recognized the value of 
broad, multiracial coalitions. Discussing the 
needs of Black Americans in 1961, he said, “Our 
needs are identical with labor’s needs: decent 
wages, fair working conditions, livable hous-

ing, old-age security, health and welfare mea-
sures, conditions in which families can grow, 
have education for their children and respect in 
the community.” Leonhardt’s delineation of 
this historical template for a genuinely inclu-
sive progressive movement is a valuable contri-
bution with striking contemporary relevance.

His examination of the politics and eco-
nomics of immigration is also fascinating. He 
traces the often forgotten history of progressives 
who opposed unrestricted immigration because 
it increases the supply of labor, thus lowering 
wages. From labor leader Samuel Gompers to 
civil rights leaders Booker T. Washington, Fred-
erick Douglass, A. Philip Randolph and Rep. 
Barbara Jordan, an illustrious line of progres-
sives has recognized that unlimited immigra-
tion can harm workers. Leonhardt makes a 
persuasive case that Democrats must move be-
yond an immigration policy that essentially 
maintains “more is better, and less is racist.”

Despite its overall strength, the book has 
some odd omissions and unexamined assump-
tions. Given Leonhardt’s support for what he 
calls “democratic capitalism,” it’s strange that 
he never explores the model of worker-owned 
cooperatives, which exist around the world and 
can be profoundly democratic, sharing both 
profits and decision-making power with work-
ers at all levels in a business.

A deeper issue is the assumption that eco-
nomic growth can somehow float free of ecologi-
cal constraints. It sounds reasonable enough to 
identify the American Dream with the idea that 
each successive generation of Americans will 
earn more than their parents. But it’s quite 
unlikely that income and material consumption 
can rise indefinitely for future generations of 
Americans, and extending this same standard 
across the globe quickly collides with ecological 
reality. One recent study estimated that it would 
take five Earths to sustain the global human 
population if everyone had the consumption 
habits of Americans. Some people need and 
deserve to increase their material footprints; 
others should almost certainly do the opposite. 
Barring the discovery of truly miraculous 
sources of clean energy — and unlimited sup-
plies of the minerals and materials used to 
manufacture the stuff we consume — an envi-
ronmentally sustainable American Dream in 
this and future centuries may need to look quite 
different from the ways it has until now.

Nick romeo teaches in the graduate School of 
Journalism at the university of california at Berkeley. 
His new book, “the alternative: How to Build a Just 
economy,” will be published in January.

Ours Was 
The shININg 
fuTure
The story of 
the american 
dream
By David 
Leonhardt
Random House. 
492 pp. $32
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We met for dim sum at Hei La moon in 
Boston’s Chinatown, a palatial two-floor res-
taurant that, despite its majestic sprawl, feels 
as cozy as Chung’s did when Chin was growing 
up, he said. (Chin lives in Los Angeles; he was 
in Boston as part of a tour to promote his 
memoir.) fluorescent geometric accents 
speckled the walls around us, lantern-shaped 
golden chandeliers hung from the ceiling, 
soothing Cantopop purred over the speakers. 
At lunchtime on a monday, the restaurant was 
full, humming with chatter and punctuated by 
occasional hoots from a table of rowdy diners.

“The Kikkoman soy sauce bottle on the 
table, the chopsticks, the teacup, the Chinese 
dividers, all of it’s the same as Chung’s,” said 
Chin, who sipped chrysanthemum tea and 
ordered us a staple in his dim sum diet: 
chicken pan-fried noodles. “I’m very supersti-
tious,” he said, explaining that he always 
orders noodles, which symbolize good luck 
and long life. (Indeed, he’s on the older side for 
a first-time book author. “I’ve had a long 
journey as a writer,” he said.)

That journey has included stints writing for 
television, publishing essays in outlets like 
Bon Appétit and making social-justice docu-
mentaries. In 1991, Chin co-founded the Asian 
American Writers’ Workshop (AAWW) with 
three other writers in New York. The group’s 
goals are to build camaraderie among Asian 
American writers through regular community 
readings and other programming, to nurture 
its participants’ craft through fellowships and 
writing workshops, and to disseminate their 
work through a digital magazine. Although 
Chin and his co-founders have all stepped off 
the board, leaving the AAWW to a new crop of 
leaders, the organization is the largest it’s 
been since its founding more than three 
decades ago.

Growing up, Chin thought he would work at 
Chung’s full time one day. “I thought that was 
gonna be my life: I would inherit the restau-
rant just like my dad, who inherited it from his 
dad, who inherited it from his dad,” he said, 
tearing into a glossy, sesame-dusted baked cha 
siu bao.

He caught the writing bug as a teenager. In 
1982, after the racially motivated killing of a 
family friend, Chin, then 14, was stirred by the 
lack of news coverage of the event — and of 
Asian Americans broadly. He began punching 
out letters to the editors of local papers on his 
family’s typewriter and getting involved with 
the local republican Party, which he saw as an 
avenue for making his voice heard. Eventually, 
spurred by the republican response to the 
AIDS crisis, apartheid and abortion rights — 
issues that came to a head for Chin when he 
participated in michigan Boys State, a high 
school summer program for aspiring politi-
cians — he moved away from the party.

CHin frOm B1

Curtis Chin’s memoir 
puts everything on the table

PhoTos By KATye MArTens Brier for The WAshingTon PosT

FROM TOP:  
Curtis Chin in 
Boston’s 
Chinatown 
neighborhood, 
and pouring 
tea at Hei La 
Moon.

Chin’s refreshing honesty sets him apart 
from many memoirists: He’s unafraid to reveal 
the less glamorous or more shameful parts of 
his life — like his childhood resentment toward 
his truculent grandmother, Ngin-Ngin, even 
after she suffered a major stroke. A few mo-
ments he shares could even be worthy of 
cancellation by today’s standards, as when a 
teenage Chin intentionally misgendered a 
transgender woman after she made a racist 
comment about his family serving dog meat at 
Chung’s. Chin also illustrates his sexual frustra-
tion and experiences in detail, like a clandes-
tine moment with a gay customer in the 
bathroom of his family’s restaurant.

“Having to write a memoir pulls you back 
and forces you to open wounds you thought 
you’ve moved on from,” Chin said. “I felt like I 
needed to be honest about things where I was 
the good guy and when I was the bad guy, 
because nobody’s perfect, right?”

Chin brings this sincerity into his work with 
the AAWW. One of his co-founders, the novel-
ist Christina Chiu, said she noticed Chin’s 
“generosity and openness” from the start, 
when he first brought the group together. 
“With Curtis, everything is about cooperation: 
There was really no backstabbing or competi-
tion,” Chiu said.

Part of the organization’s mission is to build 
community among Asian American writers, 
but Chin doesn’t do that with rose-colored 

glasses. Threading through his memoir is his 
uncertainty around what it means to be an 
ally, both to other queer people and to other 
people of color. At one point, he recalls himself 
and an Indian American friend at his univer-
sity’s students-of-color orientation feeling un-
sure of how to respond when their Black peers 
mentioned being called a racist slur.

“You can’t jump up and be just as mad, 
because then people will look at you like, 
‘You’re trying to take our space,’ and ‘Your 
outrage will never be as much as my outrage,’” 
he said. “And I don’t want it to be performative 
in that sense. I wanted to be supportive of the 
Black students who were facing this discrimi-
nation, but I didn’t want to overstep my 
bounds.”

Dynamics between Black and Asian people 
— sometimes friendly and other times fraught 
— also characterized his youth in Detroit, 
where Chin quickly recognized that he didn’t 
fit into the Black-White binary framing race 
relations. In the book, he recalls his family’s 
“unspoken kinship” with their Black neigh-
bors in the majority-White suburb of Troy, 
where the family moved when he was in 
elementary school.

But Chin also describes a Black co-worker 
who doubted his belonging in Detroit and 
spurned his efforts to forge solidarity between 
them. It prompted Chin to recognize that 
cross-racial solidarity is not always easy and to 

acknowledge his advantages in relation to 
working-class Black people in the city. It is a 
realization that sticks even today, with con-
temporary issues such as affirmative action 
and policing appearing to foment Black-Asian 
tensions.

Chin grappled with his identity as a gay man, 
too, and he details in his book how lost he felt 
compared with other students who proudly 
came out in college. He chose to wait to come 
out to his parents until he turned 26, partly 
because he wanted to first find a partner 
worthy of introducing to them, he said.

Chin ends the memoir at a point in time 
before he came out to his parents. “I came out 
to the most important person, which is my-
self,” he told me. “The book is really about 
equipping myself with all the tools necessary 
to live my life. And once I accepted that I was 
gay, that gave me the freedom to do it.”

He’s built a strong community of supporters 
among his AAWW co-founders. In the ’90s, as 
they steered the organization forward and 
critiqued one another’s work, they also fre-
quently bonded over Chin’s favorite activity: 
having a meal at a Chinese restaurant. They 
still occasionally do.

“Anytime he’s in town, we’re always there 
for the seven-dollar pork chops” at Taiwan 
Pork Chop House in New York’s Chinatown, 
co-founder marie myung-Ok Lee said. Chiu, 
Chin’s other co-founder, noted that Chin’s 
culinary tastes span well beyond Chinese 
cuisine: She recalled his penchant for fried 
tofu burgers and noted that the AAWW itself 
was born out of a meeting at a Greek diner.

That love of food — and a lifelong fondness 
for sharing it with others — underpins every 
aspect of Chin’s life, down to his work ethic. 
When he was growing up, Chung’s stayed 
open every day of the year except Thanksgiv-
ing, he said. That mind-set of always being on 
the clock has stayed with him. He joked that 
he has no work-life balance as a writer: “If you 
enjoy what you’re doing, do you really need to 
take a break from it?”

In a parallel universe, where Chin had 
never become a writer and had instead taken 
over Chung’s, he would still probably work too 
much, he admitted. He might even consoli-
date his home and workplace into a single 
space, he said, a sort of middle-class reincar-
nation of the blue-collar Cantonese immi-
grants who shaped America’s first China-
towns.

“If I had a dream, it would be to live above a 
Chinese restaurant,” Chin said, effortlessly 
balancing a rotund pork siu mai nest between 
two slender chopsticks and gesturing at the 
lunchtime bustle around us. “I could eat 
Chinese food all day.”

Meena venkataramanan writes about identity, 
culture and Asian American communities for The 
Washington Post.

eveRythIng
 I LeARned,
 I LeARned In
 A ChInese 
RestAuRAnt
A Memoir
By Curtis Chin
Little, Brown. 
291 pp. $30

“Having to write a memoir pulls you back and forces you to open wounds you thought you’ve moved on from.”
Curtis Chin, writer, filmmaker and activist

https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2023/11/03/curtis-chin-everything-i-learned-chinese-restaurant/


B8 EZ EE the washington post . sunday, november 5 ,  2023

Book World

BY JOHN WILLIAMS  IN BaNGOR, MaINE |  PHOTOGRAPHS BY TRISTAN SPINSKI

Book Tour

At home with  
Stephen King

BuRRougHS, HoLD THE TARzAn

Inhabiting another several feet on one shelf, also a gift 
from Tabitha, were books by Edgar Rice Burroughs.

“‘Pirates of Venus’ and the ones about Pellucidar — ‘at 
the Earth’s Core’ and stuff like that. I loved that,” King 
said. “I never really cared that much for the Tarzan 
books, all that jungle [stuff]. I never believed that 
swinging from vines and talking to the apes and things.”

THE ‘cRyPT’ AnD coRMAc

King pulled a set of “Tales From the Crypt” off the 
shelf, solemnly recited its title and let out a 
cartoonishly evil cackle. “These twisted me as a kid,” 
he said. “I was 10 or 11. My aunt was concerned; my 
mother was not. They were about a nickel apiece. 
They didn’t have the covers on. In those days, they 
would tear off the covers and send the covers back 
and get credit for them. They were supposed to pulp 
them, but they kind of double-dipped.”

He noted that, like many of the books in his 
library, the “Crypt” copies were reprints. “I’m not a 
collector,” he said. “I have a few signed books, and 
they’re not shelved in a special place. They’re not 
prized possessions or anything like that. I have a 
‘Look Homeward, angel,’ signed by Thomas Wolfe, 
and ‘They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?,’ by Horace 
McCoy. and I love that stuff, and it’s nice to have a 
signed book, but …”

Later, we came across a signed first edition of 
Cormac McCarthy’s second novel, “Outer Dark,” 
published in 1968. “I love Cormac McCarthy,” he said. 
asked if he knew him, King said: “No. I mean, you 
didn’t know Cormac McCarthy, but I read everything. 
I read ‘The Passenger,’ and I thought, this guy is like 
87, 88 years old, and he’s as good as he ever was. Just 
blew me away. I mean, I didn’t understand all of it. It 
made such an impression that I wrote this story called 
‘The Dreamers’ that’s going to be in a new book. and 
it’s dedicated to him because I stole his style for that 
story; it made the story possible.”

AFTER THE HARDy BoyS

“I started reading Ed McBain when I was probably 11 
or 12,” King said, looking at his row of several novels 
by the prolific author of crime procedurals. “The 
bookmobile would come by. We lived out in the 
country. The first thing I remember is, I’m reading 
one of these books, and [detectives] Carella and Kling 
go to interview a woman about some crime. and she’s 
sitting there in her slip and she’s drunk, and she grabs 
her breast and squeezes and says, ‘In your eye, copper.’ 
and I thought to myself: This is not the Hardy Boys. 
Okay? It made an impression. It felt more real.”

Book Tour is a new series in which notable people 
show us their personal libraries.

I
t was not possible to arrive alone in this city 
after dark on a quiet night in summer, 
knowing that I was there to meet Stephen 
King, and not feel a little creeped out. Or a lot.

But the fear-dispelling sunshine the next 
day was followed by a very genial King greeting me 
in the downstairs library of his former home, which 
is now the Stephen & Tabitha King Foundation. 
(The nonprofit foundation awards grants for 
projects that address the causes and consequences 
of “social and environmental problems” in Maine 
communities. I met with King before the Oct. 25 
mass shootings in Lewiston, Maine, which spurred 
King to speak out in multiple public forums against 
our culture of gun violence.)

“The house has been here since 1845; we’ve been 
here since 1976,” he said. “But we don’t really live 
here anymore, and it’s kind of a time capsule. The 
important thing to know about this whole room is 
that this used to be where the kids hung out when 
they were teenagers, and all their friends. They 
would play video games down here.”

The long room is lined on each side with books 
very neatly arranged: fiction along one wall, 
alphabetical by author, and nonfiction on the other, 
grouped by subject. Several people stood nearby as 
King, 76, browsed the library with me — members 
of his publishing team, local friends, foundation 
administrators. His relationships with everyone 
there were long-term, and those gathered felt far 
less like a retinue than a warm family reunited.

Several volumes of H.P. Lovecraft’s letters, 
published by Arkham House, are part of 
King’s personal library in Bangor, Maine.

WEiRD FicTion

Several shelves are taken up with themed series of 
books, many of them gifts to King from his wife of 
more than 50 years, Tabitha, whose own collection 
lives here, too. More than once while we talked, King 
paused to say, “I wish Tabby was here.” One such gift 
was a collection issued by arkham House, a 
Wisconsin-based publisher of “weird fiction” founded 
in 1939, whose books meant a lot to King as a young 
reader. “I grew up with these people,” he said. “They 
were all published in the pulps back in the day. a lot of 
them published at a penny a word or something like 
that, so they ground them out, and there’s a wide 
range. The originals were a [run of a] thousand copies 
or something, it wasn’t much. So these are reprints.”

“‘a Thousand Years a Minute,’ by Carl H. Claudy,” 
King said, intoning the book’s title with purposeful 
kidlike wonder. “1933. It’s about going back into the 
past and fighting dinosaurs and that kind of thing. 
The ‘Jurassic Park’ of its day.”

“Pleasant Dreams,” a collection of short stories 
by the horror and fantasy writer Robert Bloch (1917-
1994), reminded King of a long conversation he 
once had with the writer at a convention. “It was 
probably about 1982, so I’d done ‘Carrie’ and 
‘Salem’s Lot’ and some of the other ones, but not a 
lot,” he said. Bloch told him: “You’ve got a big future 
ahead of you; don’t let the publishers eat you up.”

Richard Matheson, author of “I am Legend” and 
much else, gave King an even more specific piece of 
advice, after King sent him a copy of “Salem’s Lot.” 
“He used to type on these little notepapers, and he 
sent me a letter back on one of those,” King said. 
“He thanked me for the book, and then at the 
bottom he said, ‘I’m gonna tell you the most 
important thing that I know about writing.’ and I 
thought, Oh my God, I’m really gonna get 
something here. and I turned it over and it said: 
‘Get a music stand.’ Then you don’t have to turn 
your head back and forth to the page, because it 
was in the days when you typed things.” Did he take 
the advice and get one? “No, I never did. and I 
never had neck problems either.”

The library’s fiction shelves are neatly arranged, in alphabetical order by author.

“Pirates of venus” is among the books by 
Edgar Rice Burroughs on King’s shelves.

King with his collection of “Tales From the 
crypt.” “These twisted me as a kid,” he said.

King looking through “Knowing Darkness,” 
a very oversize book containing art 
associated with and inspired by his fiction.

A section of works by King and his family 
members, including his wife, Tabitha.

THE FAMiLy TREE

Two full sets of vertical shelves are filled with King’s 
own books and those of his family — Tabitha and 
the couple’s two sons, Owen and Joe (who writes as 
Joe Hill), have each published several novels. King’s 
daughter, Naomi, is a minister. When asked to 
survey those King-centric shelves, the author 
immediately began pointing out the work of his 
family members. “Joe’s books are here, Tab’s books 
up there,” he noted. “Where’s Owen’s stuff? Here’s 
his book ‘The Curator.’ ‘Save Yourself,’ that’s Kelly’s 
book. Kelly [Braffet] is Owen’s wife; she’s terrific.”

Despite the great number of his own books on 
the shelves, King wasn’t talking about them.

He said the books by the family had been curated 
and shelved by someone who works for him, 
someone who’s “sort of interested in my, what 
would you call it, my …?” “Legacy?” I offered. 
“Legacy, maybe that,” he said.

a few minutes later, I asked whether he considered 
his legacy himself. “I don’t think about legacy very 
much,” he said. “I don’t understand why there would 
possibly be one. When you’re a popular novelist — I 
mean, don’t get me wrong, I do the best job that I can, 
and I always try to find something to say. If you’re not 
saying something that you cared about, why bother?

“There are very few popular novelists who have a 
life after death. agatha Christie, for one. I can’t think 
of anybody else who’s a popular novelist, really. People 
like John D. MacDonald, he was a terrifically popular 
novelist in his day, but when he died, his books 
disappeared off the racks. They were ultimately 
disposable. I think that a couple of the horror novels 
might last. They might be read 50 or a hundred years 
from now, ‘The Shining’ and ‘Salem’s Lot’ and ‘It.’ If 
you ask people, ‘What vampire do you know?,’ they’d 
say, ‘Dracula.’ ‘Well, who invented Dracula?’ ‘I don’t 
[expletive] know.’ So, 50 or a hundred years from now, 
people will say: ‘Oh, Pennywise, the clown. Yeah, sure.’ 
‘Who is Stephen King?’ They won’t know.”

EPicS AnD HARDcovERS

Pointing at the shelves of fiction, King said: “That’s 
everything that I’ve read or that Tabby’s read. These 
are all read books and loved books. We can’t throw 
a book away, none of us can.”

Though he described himself as not a very fast 
reader, he stopped to recommend some quite time-
consuming books, including John Galsworthy’s 
epic “The Forsyte Saga” (“I listened to it and read it 
on my iPad because the print’s too small for me 
now”) and anthony Powell’s 12-volume “a Dance to 
the Music of Time.”

I remarked on the fact that all of the books on 
the fiction shelves — or very nearly all — were 
hardcovers. King said that was to make up for not 
having them growing up. “When I was a kid and I 
was poor,” King said, “the idea that you could buy a 
hardcover for the astronomical price of $6, when 
you could get a paperback for 35 cents? No.” The 
first hardcover he ever bought, when he was in 
college, was William Manchester’s “Death of a 
President,” about the Kennedy assassination, which 
he gave to his mother for her birthday.

Toward the end of my visit, King enthusiastically 
pulled a last exhibit from the shelves: “This is an 
interesting book: Dan Simmons, ‘Carrion Comfort.’ 
It’s long; very long. This is one of the few books 
everybody in my family has read. He dedicated it to 
me, after I got hit by a van. It’s a book about people 
who get into stupid accidents.” On this note, King 
turned to the room and loudly asked: “are we 
having fun yet?”

Soon everyone present was gathered around a 
copy of “Knowing Darkness: artists Inspired by 
Stephen King.” It would be hard to overstate the 
dimensions of this oversize, limited-edition book, 
which sat on a table on one end of the room and 
seemed more like an additional piece of furniture. 
“I’m not even gonna try to lift it,” King said. Its 
pages included at least one playful touch: an 
illustration of King’s face on a classically cheesy 
romance cover for the novel “Misery’s Return,” an 
imagined work that plays a role in King’s “Misery.”

But “Knowing Darkness” was otherwise stuffed 
with darker images that have adorned his work. 
after looking at it for a while, King said with mock 
innocence: “I must have kind of a twisted mind.” 
There was laughter all around.

John Williams is the editor of Book World.
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big splash in the March 5 super Tuesday pri-
maries. But that would require a mad dash to get
on the ballot — an exercise that in some states
requires gathering tens of thousands of petition
signatures and filing paperwork with the strict
“i”-dotting and “t”-crossing that’s tripped up even
the most experienced and unhurried campaigns.

“A lot of people think you can just wake up one
morning and say you’re running for president and

sEE YouNGkiN ON C4

BY LAURA VOZZELLA

RICHMOND — Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin has
kept everyone guessing about his White House
ambitions for nearly two buzz-filled years, so long
that the 2024 speculation has shifted from will he
or won’t he to can he— is it even possible, this late
in the game, to mount a credible campaign?

Having missed candidate-filing deadlines in
key early states, Youngkin (R) could try to make a

Time a hurdle if Youngkin runs for president

donors, who have poured enormous amounts of
money into this campaign.”

All 140 seats in the Virginia General Assembly
are up for grabs in the election Tuesday, and each
party is trying to defend a narrowmajority in one
chamber, the Democrats in the senate and the
GOP in the House of Delegates. A new set of
district maps has prompted a wave of retire-
ments, including in this district, and scrambled
the geography of state politics.

Just a handful of seats are expected to
sEE vA. sENATE ON C5

cash.
More than $6.4 million already has been spent

on ads in this competitive Loudoun County
district, where party-line messaging over abor-
tion rights and public safety has appeared all over
television and radio and is defining a contest that
could determine which party controls the state
senate.

“This race is a potential majority-maker,” said
Mark Rozell, dean of George Mason University’s
schar school of Policy and Government. That “is
why so much attention has been paid to it by

BY TEO ARMUS

she’s been here since 2006; he moved into the
district last year. she’s worked in government;
he’s pushed his business career. she grew up
poor; his dad is a billionaire.

But as these first-time candidates tussle over
issues that include abortion, crime and whether
it’s okay to give out Chick-fil-A at the polls in this
pivotal Virginia state senate contest, one thing
ties Russet Perry (D) and Juan Pablo segura (R)
together: unprecedented amounts of campaign

Ex-CIA o∞cer faces entrepreneur in expensive Va. race

‘Through My Anacostia
Eyes’ gives voice to teens

In a room inside
Anacostia High
school on a
recent afternoon,
as students
around him
discussed their
fears, their
frustrations and

their hopes, Keveon Graves said
nothing. He listened. He
absorbed. Then, only after
everyone else finished talking,
he spoke.

“I feel like people are always
talking about the future and
what they want to do when they
get to it, but what’s the point of
talking about it when we’re too
busy killing off the future?” he
said. “Why are we killing off
each other? Why are we killing
off adults? I feel like us kids
should be letting each other
grow up.”

Keveon is 16 years old, but he
speaks with the thoughtfulness
of a person who has spent years
considering the life he has and
the life he wants.

“Before we even think about
talking about the future, we

should make sure our future is
confirmed,” he told me. “I want
us to be back in a world where
we’re able to walk outside and
interact with our neighbors and
our friends.”

“You don’t feel you can do
that now?” I asked him.

“No,” he said. “I don’t feel I
could walk outside or walk
anywhere without being
paranoid.”

Right now, a lot of adults are
talking about D.C. teenagers
and, in particular, D.C.
teenagers who, like Keveon, live
and attend schools in the
neighborhoods that have been
disproportionately affected by
youth violence.

Keveon and his peers know
this. They know that members
of Congress, D.C. officials and
people across the nation are
concerned about the carjackings
and shootings that have been
committed in the city this year
by teens and kids who are too
young to be teenagers. They
know that those adults are now
discussing, debating and
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theresa
Vargas

BY MEAGAN FLYNN AND
MICHAEL BRICE-SADDLER

It was 1989. D.C. had recently
been dubbed the murder capital
of the United states, and the
crack wars were raging.

Then-D.C.MayorMarionBarry
(D) and council members were
called before Congress to testify
about what was going on in the
nation’s capital, and they came
bearing news. The city had just
passed an anti-loitering law that
allowed police to establish “ille-
gal drug zones,” had set a curfew
for juveniles andbeefeduppretri-
al detention.

If that feels a little like déjà vu,
it’s because Mayor Muriel E.
Bowser (D) is recycling the same
ideas more than 30 years later, as
the District confronts a violent
crime problem that has drawn
comparisons to the city’s bloodi-
est era, even though today’s un-
derlying causes bear less similari-
ty.

Most recently, the mayor un-
veiled a proposal to revive those
“anti-loitering” and “drug-free
zones,” which would allow police
to cordon off temporary zones for
five days where anyone congre-
gating to use, buy or sell drugs
can be arrested if they don’t leave.
The proposal is a throwback to a
’90s-era approach to cracking
down on then-prolific open-air
drug markets, a problem that has
not been front-and-center in D.C.
for years. Now, however, at a time
when the major drivers of violent
crime are not tied to drugs as they
once were, Bowser may encoun-
ter some resistance to resurrect-
ing the policy — primarily be-
cause of its history of drawing
legal challenges and racial profil-
ing concerns.

The 1989 iteration of the law
was struck down in court as
unconstitutional. The 1996 ver-
sion that replaced it — and which
Bowser’s proposalwould revive—
was never challenged in court but
was repealed by the D.C. Council
in 2014 when the attorney gener-
al’s office raised concerns that it
ran afoul of the Constitution.
Bowser herself, then a council
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D.C. law
to target
drug
markets
critics question
constitutionality

Mayor revives old
anti-loitering policy

asTRid RiEckEn foR ThE WashingTon PosT

A pro-Palestinian rally drew thousands of participants from around the country to Freedom Plaza in
downtownWashington. similar events took place elsewhere, including in london and Berlin.

JonaThan ERnsT/REuTERs

Glenn Youngkin speaks during his election night party in Chantilly on Nov. 3, 2021. The virginia governor has not ruled out a 2024 presidential run, but has said he
will focus exclusively on state legislative races until Election Day on Tuesday when all 140 seats in the state’s House and senate will be on the ballot.

Virginia governor would face an
uphill climb this late in the race as

several state filing deadlines approach

Thousands of people sup-
porting Palestinian rights
converged saturday on Wash-
ington from around the coun-
try, demanding a cease-fire in
the Gaza strip and an end to
American aid to Israel amid a
deepening war.

Protesters filled in and
flowed beyond Freedom Pla-
za, a block from the White
House, with the crowd
streaming for at least a half-
mile down the surrounding
streets. Anger and griefmixed
with feelings of comfort and
encouragement, attendees
said, as people of all ages
mingled with like-minded al-
lies.

similar rallies calling for a
cease-fire unfolded saturday
in London, Berlin and else-
where. The event in D.C.,
which concluded with a
march through downtown
streets to the White House,

sEE rAllY ON C2

Rally for Palestinians, cease-fire draws thousands
Emotions range from anger to encouragement as protesters converge near the White House

This article was written by
Michelle Boorstein, Claire

Healy, Marissa J. Lang, Gillian
Brockell and LauraMeckler
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brother and nephew, killed in 
their Gaza home friday by a 
bombing in the middle of the 
night. Two of his nieces are hospi-
talized in critical condition.

“Is this [Israel’s] right to de-
fend themselves? Killing chil-
dren?” he asked, holding out a 
bag with the name of a 10-year-
old child. “my brother lost his life 
when he was sleeping. my neph-
ew lost his life when he was sleep-
ing.”

Betoul Ajin, 22, held tight to 
the hand of her aunt, Zenaib 
omar, 61, who is blind and immi-
grated to the United States from 
the West Bank in 1986. The wom-
en said they felt drawn to the 
demonstration after weeks call-
ing their senators’ offices, which, 
they said, have been unrespon-
sive. “our senators need to be 
reminded that they work for us,” 
Ajin said.

The rally was supported by a 
broad coalition, including Pales-
tinian rights groups, antiwar and 
climate advocates, Jewish anti-
Zionist organizations, Indig-
enous rights groups, trans and 
queer liberation groups, and ra-
cial justice organizations.

moshe Berg, an ultra-ortho-
dox Jew attending from rock-
land County, N.Y., said the actions 
in Israel do not represent Jewish 
values. Seeing Berg’s traditional-
ly Jewish garb but not hearing his 
words, a protester walked by and 
told him, “See you in hell.”

Emotions ran high. Signs and 
speakers accused Israel of “geno-
cide.” many demonstrators 
chanted “from the river to the 
sea,” a call for freedom from the 
Jordan river to the mediterra-
nean Sea that some interpret as a 
call to wipe out Israel altogether.

ron Halber, executive director 
of the Jewish Community rela-
tions Council of Greater Wash-
ington, said the rhetoric at Satur-
day’s event was calling for the 
elimination of the state of Israel, 
which he said was acting to de-
fend itself following a brutal ter-
rorist attack.

The protesters, he said, “are 
wholeheartedly supporting a 
homicidal terrorist organization 
that slaughtered 1,400 Israelis in 
cold blood and has taken numer-
ous civilians hostage including 
from our own country,” he said. 
“They are just incredibly mis-
guided, uninformed and reac-
tionary, and history will judge 
they have put themselves on the 
side of supporting terrorists ver-
sus a democracy trying to defend 
itself.”

Halber said his group discour-
aged supporters of Israel from 
attending to counterprotest. Jen 
Zwilling, chief executive of the 
Edlavitch D.C. Jewish Communi-
ty Center, also emailed members 

sions of American solidarity with 
the Palestinian people to date. 
on the march, an 8-year-old boy 
carried a kid-sized red mega-
phone and led a chant: “Hey hey, 
ho, ho, the occupation has to go.” 
Arriving at the White House, a 
handful of people stood along the 
fence and waved Palestinian 
flags.

from the rally stage, speakers 
led the crowd in chants of “free, 
free Palestine! free, free Pales-
tine!” and “Cease-fire now!” 
many lashed out at President 
Biden for his support of Israel, 
which has responded to a Hamas 
attack on civilians with a deadly 
invasion of Gaza.

Toddlers, teens and grandpar-
ents alike wore kaffiyehs, and 
strangers passing on the side-
walk made the “V” peace sign and 
said “free Palestine” to one an-
other. A long row of faux coffins 
were on display, draped with Pal-
estinian flags. As the event 
wound down, a group unfurled a 
long scroll of paper listing more 
than 8,000 names of Palestinians 
who protesters said have been 
killed in the conflict.

manar Ghanayem, 70, attend-
ed with more than a dozen 
friends and relatives, including 
small grandchildren with Pales-
tinian flags painted on their fac-
es.

“We came here to let our voices 
be heard and our hearts and hop-
ing we’ll change the way people 
see this conflict,” said Ghanayem, 
who traveled from North Caro-
lina. “Every human is entitled to 
basic human rights, not killing 
kids, not torturing people,” she 
said.

The war began oct. 7 when 
gunmen from Hamas, the mili-
tant group that controls Gaza, 
broke through Israel’s border, 
killing at least 1,400 people, leav-
ing at least 5,400 injured and 
taking about 240 people into 
Gaza as hostages, Israeli officials 
said.

Israel retaliated with strikes in 
Gaza, where at least 9,488 people 
have been killed and 24,000 
wounded, the Gaza Health min-
istry said.

With that death toll heavy on 
their minds Saturday morning, 
mahmoud Ashi and a group of 
friends boarded a bus in New 
Jersey carrying 75 small hand-
made body bags. 

Ashi, who grew up in Gaza and 
moved to the United States in 
1987, said his group spent four 
days crafting the bags out of 
sheets and cut-up mattress pads. 
on the side of each bag, they 
wrote the name of a child killed 
in Gaza.

The victims include Ashi’s own 
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 Emotions high at  
Palestinian rally 

what a permanent cease-fire 
would be.”

Half of registered voters in the 
United States approve of Israel’s 
response to the Hamas attack, 
while 35 percent disapprove, ac-
cording to Quinnipiac University 
polling released Thursday. 

Those views vary sharply by 
party identification, race and 
age, with the lowest approval 
seen among Democrats (33 per-
cent), voters ages 18 to 34 (32 
percent) and Black voters (29 
percent).

At the same time, the polling 
shows, 51 percent of voters sup-
port the United States sending 
more military aid to Israel and 71 
percent of voters support provid-
ing humanitarian aid to Palestin-
ians in Gaza.

It was unclear Saturday how 
backlash and anger over the 
 administration’s war response 
might actually play out in the 
2024 campaign — particularly if 
Biden’s opponent is former presi-
dent Donald Trump, a strong 
supporter of Israel who draws 
opposition for many other 
 reasons.

“This election has become a 
conundrum, because I don’t 
want to vote for Biden,” one wom-
an told her friend as they began 
marching in downtown D.C. “But 
I really, really don’t want to vote 
for Trump.”

emily davies, karina elwood and ellie 
silverman contributed to this report.

The White House did not re-
spond to a request for comment 
Saturday. But in response to simi-
lar criticism, on friday a National 
Security Council spokesperson 
repeated that the administration 
did not support a cease-fire.

“We support humanitarian 
pauses in the fighting in order to 
get lifesaving humanitarian aid 
in and distributed to those in 
need in Gaza, and to get hostages 
out,” the spokesperson said. 
“What we do not support are calls 
for Israel to stop defending itself 
from Hamas terrorists, which is 

Pennsylvania, no votes in ohio!” 
Awad said.

“In November, we remember! 
In November, we remember!” the 
crowd said.

The president swiftly support-
ed Israel after the Hamas attack. 
on Wednesday, Biden called for a 
humanitarian “pause” in the war 
but not a cease-fire.

Ghanayem said she had voted 
for Biden in 2020 but was out-
raged by his response to the war.

“I can’t believe Biden is turn-
ing a blind eye to this and gave 
Israel the green light,” she said.

friday asking them to resist any 
urge to counter the event or en-
gage with protesters, which she 
said could “increase the potential 
for violence or antisemitic rheto-
ric.”

D.C. police said they made one 
arrest in the evening for destruc-
tion of property, related to the 
spray-painting of the word 
“Gaza” on the nearby mcDon-
ald’s on 17th Street. It was not 
clear who the perpetrator was. 
Separately, someone pressed red 
handprints, meant to symbolize 
blood, onto stone pillars along 
the White House perimeter, and 
“free Palestine” was spray-paint-
ed onto a statue in Lafayette 
Square Park.

Biden was the target of much 
of the crowds’ ire. on the stage 
and off it, many Saturday voiced 
anger at the president and 
threatened to oppose him when 
he stands for reelection next year. 
Boos rang out when Biden’s 
name was mentioned.

“Now we understand the lan-
guage Biden and his party under-
stands. The language they under-
stand is the language of votes in 
2024,” Nihad Awad, executive di-
rector of CAIr, the country’s larg-
est muslim advocacy group, told 
the crowd. “No cease-fire, no 
votes!” The crowd chanted it 
back.

“No votes in michigan, no 
votes in Arizona, no votes in 
Georgia, no votes in Nevada, no 
votes in Wisconsin, no votes in 
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Protesters filled in and flowed beyond Freedom Plaza, a block from the White House, with the crowd streaming for at least a half-mile 
down the surrounding streets. D.C. police said they made one arrest in the evening for destruction of property, 
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 Dunnia Eljamal, who traveled from New York City to attend the 
demonstration,  leads the crowd  in chants.

BY KATIE METTLER

In January, 63-year-old Paul 
Bertonazzi was driven to Johns 
Hopkins Hospital by Baltimore 
police because, officials said, he 
was experiencing a mental health 
episode and needed help.

Baltimore police took him to 
the emergency room. Within 
hours, according to officials, Ber-
tonazzi’s body had gone limp, 
paralyzed from the neck down.

five days later, the man was 
dead.

Now maryland’s chief medical 
examiner has ruled Bertonazzi’s 
death a homicide — and deter-
mined he died as a result of 
“trauma to the body,” law enforce-
ment officials said.

Bertonazzi suffered a cervical 
spinal cord injury after entering 
the psychiatric ward with two 
Johns Hopkins security guards 
and a charge nurse, according to 
a lawyer for the man’s family and 
police body-camera footage re-
viewed by The Washington Post.

The video footage, which the 
family obtained through a public 
records request and shared with 
The Post, shows hours of footage 
of Bertonazzi with police and 
then hospital staff, complaining 
several times of neck pain and 
stating he has a bad neck. Amy 
orsi, the family’s attorney, told 
The Post that the man had a 
condition called spondylosis, 

which is arthritis of the spine.
But the body-cam footage, as 

well as surveillance video from 
inside the hospital, seems to cut 
off once the security guards and 
nurse entered the psychiatric 
ward with Bertonazzi.

The body-cam footage in-
cludes an interview with the 
charge nurse in the hours after 
Bertonazzi’s injury, in which the 
nurse told Baltimore police offi-
cers that there was no violent 
interaction with the man.

The nurse told police that Ber-
tonazzi had been sitting hand-
cuffed in a wheelchair. Staff 
wanted to remove his handcuffs, 
but he was not cooperating, the 
nurse said, so the security guards 
stood him up then placed him 
face down on a stretcher pad on 
the ground.

The nurse said on video that 
they removed the handcuffs and 
then that Bertonazzi told them he 
could not move his arms or legs.

Baltimore Police Department’s 
Special Investigation response 
Team began investigating the in-
cident that day, authorities said 
in a statement, and homicide 
detectives are working to deter-
mine the “manner in which the 
victim’s injury occurred.”

orsi said her office is waiting 
to receive a copy of the autopsy 
report from the office of the 
Chief medical Examiner.

“We just don’t know at this 

point what happened, and that is 
what we’re trying to find out,” 
orsi said. “Certainly we are look-
ing to explore all legal remedies 
on behalf of the family.”

A Johns Hopkins spokesper-
son said in a statement that the 
hospital “cannot discuss any indi-
vidual patient’s care due to pa-
tient privacy laws” but that they 
“are committed to providing the 
safest and highest quality of care 

for all patients.”
“We will cooperate fully with 

the authorities as they proceed 
with their investigation,” the 
statement said.

At 5:44 p.m. on Jan. 7, officers 
were called to a Burger King on 
orleans Street — just a few blocks 
away from Hopkins — where 
Bertonazzi appeared to be experi-
encing a “behavioral crisis,” Balti-
more police said. officers said 

they found the man threatening 
to harm himself and others.

medics tried to treat Bertonaz-
zi, police said, but he was “com-
bative” and refused care. officers 
trained in crisis intervention de-
tained the man, authorities said, 
and took him to the hospital after 
more than two hours of negotiat-
ing inside the Burger King, out-
side in the parking lot and inside 
police vehicles. Video shows him 
placed in a wagon and an officer 
sitting in the back with him at the 
hospital.

The body-cam footage of Ber-
tonazzi’s time in police custody 
shows the man walking and mov-
ing his arms and legs. once at the 
hospital, body-cam and surveil-
lance footage show the man in a 
hallway sitting in a wheelchair 
with his hands cuffed behind his 
back. Again, the man can be seen 
moving his upper body and legs.

But according to interviews 
captured on body-cam footage, 
hospital staff told police that they 
could not obtain surveillance 
footage from inside the psychiat-
ric ward — where Bertonazzi 
became paralyzed — because the 
cameras in that part of the hospi-
tal only play live video and do not 
record because of medical priva-
cy concerns.

After Bertonazzi told the 
charge nurse and security guards 
he could not move, hospital staff 
said they braced his neck, placed 

him on a backboard and paged 
the emergency-room attending 
physician.

from there, Bertonazzi was 
intubated and spent five days in 
the hospital before he died of his 
injuries Jan. 12, authorities and 
the family’s lawyer said.

The hospital notified 
 Baltimore police, the department 
said, who then informed the 
maryland Attorney General of-
fice’s Independent Investigations 
Division, which oversees all 
 police-involved death cases in the 
state.

But after IID reviewed footage 
from the officers’ body-worn 
cameras, as well as surveillance 
video, they determined Bertonaz-
zi did not sustain his fatal injuries 
while in police custody, the attor-
ney general’s office said in a 
statement.

Bertonazzi’s body was trans-
ferred to the state medical exam-
iner, which did not make a deter-
mination in the case until 
Wednesday — nearly 10 months 
after the man’s death.

“This was a complex case that 
required many ancillary studies 
and investigation,” a spokesper-
son for the medical examiner’s 
office said in a statement. “It is 
not uncommon for complex cases 
to take many months before 
cause and manner of death is 
determined. once the autopsy 
report proceeds through our 

standard finalization procedures, 
it would then be available for 
release, provided the State’s At-
torney does not request it to be 
held for additional investigation.”

It’s up to police and prosecu-
tors to determine whether to file 
criminal charges following a rul-
ing of homicide from a medical 
examiner.

orsi said her office is exploring 
all possible causes of Bertonazzi’s 
spinal injury, including actions 
by Baltimore police and hospital 
staff.

An IID spokesperson said that 
the office does not have investiga-
tive jurisdiction over deaths that 
occur when someone is in the 
custody of private security offi-
cers — and that the agency has no 
purview over the security guards 
employed by Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital.

A spokesperson for Johns Hop-
kins declined to answer specific 
questions from The Post regard-
ing the incident, including the 
employment terms of the security 
guards who interacted with 
 Bertonazzi when he was injured.

Bertonazzi’s family learned of 
the medical examiner’s homicide 
determination this week, the 
same time as the public.

“His daughter is extremely dis-
traught,” orsi said. “This is cer-
tainly not what you expect when 
you have a family member come 
into the hospital.”

MArylAnd

Family ‘distraught’ after man’s death at Johns Hopkins  ruled a homicide

“We just don’t know at 
this point what 

happened, and that is 
what we’re trying to 

find out.” 
Amy Orsi,

attorney for Paul Bertonazzi’s family
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BY SPENCER S. HSU

A federal judge has scheduled 
jury selection to begin feb. 9 in 
former president Donald Trump’s 
Washington  trial on  charges of 
seeking to subvert the results of 
the 2020 election.

U.S. District Judge Tanya S. 
Chutkan set the date for hun-
dreds of D.C. residents to be 
summoned to the federal court-
house to complete a written ques-
tionnaire about the case.

The historic trial for the coun-
try’s 45th president — who is also 
a leading candidate for the GoP 
presidential nomination in 2024 
— is set to begin march 4, after 

in-person questioning by pros-
ecutors, Trump’s defense attor-
neys and the judge.

Trump is seeking to postpone 
the trial, arguing among other 
things that it raises novel and 
historic legal questions, such as 
his claim that former presidents 
remain “absolutely immune” 
from criminal prosecution after 
leaving the White House.

Trump was charged in August 
in a four-count, 45-page indict-
ment that accused him of a crimi-
nal conspiracy to remain in pow-
er, obstruct Congress’s Jan. 6, 
2021, joint session to confirm the 
electoral vote count, and deprive 
Americans of their civil right to 

have their vote counted.
The case is one of four felony 

prosecutions Trump faces, in-
cluding a state trial in Georgia 
that involves similar allegations 
of trying to obstruct the state’s 
election results; a federal indict-
ment in florida over Trump’s 
alleged retention and mishan-
dling of classified documents af-
ter leaving the White House and 
his alleged attempt to block gov-
ernment officials from retrieving 
them; and a New York state busi-
ness fraud prosecution accusing 
Trump of covering up hush mon-
ey payments made during the 
2016 election campaign.

The Georgia case has not yet 

been scheduled for trial. The New 
York case is scheduled to go to 
trial in late march, and the feder-
al case in florida is scheduled for 
trial at the end of may. But trial 
dates often get pushed back, and 
U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon 
suggested Wednesday that she 
might delay the timeline for court 
proceedings in fort Pierce, fla., 
noting the upcoming trial in D.C. 
and requests from Trump’s law-
yers to have more time to pre-
pare.

Chutkan announced the feb-
ruary start of jury selection in 
D.C. on Thursday, in a two-page 
order that grants requests by 
special counsel Jack Smith to 

protect the privacy of prospective 
jurors. Trump’s defense largely 
agreed to those requests in an 
earlier court filing. The safe-
guards include barring either 
side from directly communicat-
ing with potential jurors, using 
“nonpublic databases” for juror 
research, disclosing prospective 
jurors’ names or identifying in-
formation, or providing identify-
ing information to others.

Smith has linked Trump’s ef-
forts to overturn Joe Biden’s elec-
tion victory to the violent riot 
carried out by his supporters 
after his Stop the Steal rally near 
the White House. “The attack on 
our nation’s Capitol on Jan. 6, 

2021, was an unprecedented as-
sault on the seat of American 
democracy,” Smith has said. “It 
was fueled by lies, lies by the 
defendant.”

Trump has pleaded not guilty, 
and he and his lawyers have 
accused the Justice Department 
of targeting Biden’s chief political 
rival, maintaining that Trump 
was acting within the bounds of 
the presidency.

Separately, in a Thursday night 
filing, Trump’s legal team asked 
an appeals court to stay a limited 
gag order issued last month by 
Chutkan, arguing that the order 
unfairly muffles a leading presi-
dential candidate.
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BY PETER HERMANN

A high school student killed in 
September outside a sandwich 
shop in Northeast Washington’s 
Brentwood neighborhood was 
shot in the head during a day-
long armed-robbery spree involv-
ing juveniles, according to D.C. 
police and court documents.

Authorities attributed five rob-
beries and one attempted robbery 
to members of a street crew, two 
of whom, ages 16 and 17, were 
arrested Thursday. Police alleged 
in court documents that as many 
as four people attacked victims in 
two distinct morning and eve-
ning crime sprees on Sept. 11, 
often demanding victims’ sneak-
ers.

Police said at least two of the 
victims were students. one was a 
teenager robbed of his sneakers 
while walking to morning classes 
at roosevelt High School in the 
Petworth neighborhood. The oth-
er was 17-year-old Antonio Cun-
ningham, who was fatally shot 
while walking to his after-school 
job at the Jersey mike’s sub shop 

on the ground floor of the rhode 
Island row apartment complex 
in Brentwood.

The teens who were arrested, 
marlan Smith Jr., 16, and Antho-
ny monroe, 17, were charged as 
adults with first-degree murder, 
assault with a dangerous weapon 
and several counts of robbery, 
police said.

A D.C. Superior Court judge on 
friday ordered both defendants 
detained pending a Dec. 4 hear-
ing. monroe’s attorney, Stephen 
Logerfo, declined to comment on 
friday. Smith’s lawyer did not 
respond to an interview request.

Cunningham’s father, Antonio 
Davis, 36, said the arrest “brings 
some relief” to his grieving fam-
ily. He said a police detective 
visited his house Thursday night 
with the news. “Even though 
there is justice now, it’s still not 
going to bring my son back,” 
Davis said. “All we can do is just 
wait.”

Cunningham was a junior at 
Dunbar Senior High School and 
had started working at Jersey 
mike’s over the summer. He 

played basketball and boxed at a 
gym. family members said he was 
a snappy dresser — purple jeans, 
Balenciaga footwear — had five 
younger sisters, some of whom 
lived in maryland, and would 
visit frequently. relatives said 
Cunningham was contemplating 
college but wanted to someday 
open a boxing gym.

The day-long spate of robberies 
came amid a spike in violent 
crime in the District and involved 
three categories with the sharpest 
increases compared with this 
same period last year: robberies, 
up 70 percent; vehicle thefts, up 
101 percent; and homicides, up 32 
percent.

Police said the armed robberies 
on Sept. 11 began before 6 a.m. in 
front of a fire station in the 
Columbia Heights neighborhood. 
Police said people with masks got 
out of a vehicle and confronted a 
person riding a scooter.

one stuck a gun in the person’s 
stomach and said, “Give me ev-
erything you got,” according to a 
police affidavit, which describes 
the items taken as a backpack, 

iPhone and AirPods. The affida-
vit, filed in court, says the victim 
told police that the gunman 
threatened to kill him if he re-
fused to reveal his bank card PIN.

Police said the same group 
robbed three more people over 
the next three hours — two near 
Coolidge High School in Takoma 
and the one in Petworth that 
targeted the student headed to 
roosevelt High School. The affi-
davit says an armed assailant told 
the student, “Let me get the 
 Penny’s off your feet,” apparently 
referring to a type of Nike sneak-
ers.

Later that day, a few minutes 
after 4 p.m., police said, members 
of the same crew robbed a person 
of sneakers in the 16th Street 
Heights neighborhood. Police 
said the same group then drove in 
a blue Kia Sportage and an SUV to 
Brentwood in Northeast, where 
the fatal shooting occurred 27 
minutes later.

relatives said Cunningham 
usually took the metro from 
school to the rhode Island Av-
enue station and then walked to 

work, where he made sandwich-
es. on Sept. 11., police said, he and 
a friend first stopped at a Chipotle 
restaurant in the same complex.

They had just left the Chipotle 
when, police said, they were 
robbed near the front entrance to 
Jersey mike’s. Police said four 
masked people believed to be 
teens pulled up in a black SUV 
and a Kia Sportage and jumped 
out. The surviving victims told 
police that at least one of the 
assailants had a gun and pointed 
it at his face, demanding, “Give 
me your shoes!”

Police said the surviving victim 
took off his white Balenciaga 
sneakers and ran away. Police 
said the gunman then turned 
toward Cunningham, who was on 
a sidewalk in front of Jersey 
mike’s, wearing gray Nike Air 
Jordan 3 sneakers. Witnesses told 
police the gunman pressed Cun-
ningham against a wall.

The affidavit says a bystander 
armed with a legally registered 
handgun and concealed-carry 
permit intervened in the robbery 
attempt. Police said the gunman 

then fired, striking Cunningham 
in the head and the bystander in 
the chest. The bystander, who 
police said did not fire his 
 weapon, fled into Chipotle. Police 
said he had critical injuries but 
survived.

Police said monroe and Smith 
were arrested oct. 5 after resi-
dents reported suspicious vehi-
cles parked on floral Place NW, in 
the Takoma neighborhood. Police 
said they found two juveniles in a 
stolen red Nissan and one juve-
nile in a stolen silver Hyundai 
Tucson.

The vehicles were parked in 
back lots near trees. one had its 
headlights on and motor run-
ning. All three juveniles were 
sleeping, and police said they 
found loaded handguns in both 
vehicles.

Court documents identified 
two of the juveniles as Smith and 
monroe. Both were arrested and 
initially charged as juveniles in 
connection with the firearms and 
stolen vehicles. on Thursday, 
they were charged as adults with 
murder and other crimes.

the District

Two teens charged in day-long robbery spree that ended in a fatal shooting

Still, even then, maupin said he 
did not recall the law being fre-
quently used, in part because “it 
didn’t last very long,” he said. 
Days before Barry’s own arrest on 
crack cocaine possession charges, 
in January 1990, a D.C. judge 
struck down the “Illegal Drug 
Zone” emergency act as unconsti-
tutional. The problem, the court 
found, was that even though the 
intent was to squash suspected 
drug users or dealers, the law was 
so broad that it could apply to 
innocent people doing anything 
— even merely existing — in the 
targeted zone.

The council apparently 
learned from that case, and 
sought to draft a narrower law in 
1996 — the version Bowser is 
seeking to revive in nearly identi-
cal fashion. Its champion, former 
council member Bill Lightfoot 
(I-At Large), says his legislation 
was also spurred by concerns 
from the community, like citizen 
patrol groups who had expressed 
unease about the proliferation of 
prostitution and open-air drug 
markets.

“Public safety has to be the 
priority. The rights of criminals 
have some bearing, but the role of 
government is to protect citi-
zens,” said Lightfoot, who re-
mains a close adviser to Bowser. 
“We were dealing with a crack 
cocaine epidemic, we had been 
named the murder capital … and 
[the council] took an attitude 
toward violent crime that it was 
not going to be tolerated.”

Under both the 1996 law and 
Bowser’s proposal, police would 
issue notices to residents in and 
around an established zone, stat-
ing that for up to five days, it 
would be unlawful to congregate 
“for the purposes of participating 
in the use, purchase, or sale of 
illegal drugs.” Police could only 
arrest people they “reasonably 
believe” are involved in drug ac-
tivity if they ignore orders to 
disperse.

But in 2014, as the council 
debated whether to repeal the 
measure, the attorney general’s 
office cited due process concerns 
with the law. Andrew fois, then 
the deputy attorney general, 
wrote in a letter that the law 
failed to sufficiently consider a 
person’s intent to engage in ille-
gal activity among the elements 
of the crime. on oct. 27, D.C. 
Attorney General Brian L. 
Schwalb (D) said on the Politics 
Hour with Kojo Nnamdi that he 
was reviewing those due process 
concerns now, though his office 
had not reached an opinion as of 
friday.

Arthur Spitzer, senior legal 
counsel at the ACLU, said that in 

that took over, he said.
But there’s little police can do 

about loitering unless they’re 
catching a drug dealer red-hand-
ed, and by the mid-2010s, D.C. 
moved away from plainclothes 
street officers going after small-
time dealers on the corner to 
focus more on big-time drug op-
erations.

In a statement, Paris Lewbel, a 
police spokesman, said drug-re-
lated investigations “are difficult 
cases to make, and too often don’t 
provide immediate or lasting re-
lief to our communities because 
only a few people are arrested and 
may be quickly back on the 
street.”

Bringing back drug-free zones, 
he said, would “help disperse and 
interrupt this activity and help 
neighborhoods and businesses 
reclaim and clean up public 
space.”

Legal troubles
In its many variations, the anti-

loitering approach has a long 
history of trial and error. Go back 
far enough and, even in the mid-
dle of a world war, President 
franklin D. roosevelt took the 
time to veto a 1941 D.C. “vagran-
cy” statute — a Jim Crow-era 
specialty often targeting Black 
people and poor people — over 
fears police couldn’t be trusted 
not to misuse it. A more tailored 
D.C. “narcotics vagrancy” law was 
struck down in federal court in 
1968. And year after year, espe-
cially in the 1980s as drug-related 
crime became a more urgent 
problem, the D.C. Council kept 
trying to bring it back.

D.C. Housing Authority Police 
Chief Joel maupin remembers 
when Barry and the council en-
acted a new anti-loitering law 
targeting “illegal drug zones” in 
1989. Then a street officer for D.C. 
police patrolling Southeast’s 7th 
district, maupin made one of the 
first arrests under the law.

“That was during the time 
when PCP was frequent in the 
streets, and crack cocaine was 
very prevalent,” maupin said. “So 
drug-free zones, during that time 
frame, it was very much needed. 
… There was a lot of violence 
associated with crack cocaine. 
Now violence is most associated 
with anything or everything, it 
appears.”

According to a December 2021 
report that studied the underly-
ing causes of homicides in D.C., 
about 15 percent of the 274 kill-
ings where circumstances were 
known were tied to drug disputes 
or drug robberies — a different 
picture from the 60 percent tied 
to drugs in 1988, and 41 percent in 
1990.

legislation, passed after George 
floyd’s murder. Bowser has also 
called on the council to pass her 
may “Safer Stronger” legislation, 
which would permanently ex-
pand pretrial detention for juve-
niles and adults charged with 
violent crimes and enhance gun 
penalties, among other things.

In recent years, cracking down 
on drug-dealing or drug-related 
loitering had not made up a sig-
nificant part of city leaders’ crime 
strategy — but they’ve pointed to 
growing concerns about these is-
sues among residents, raised in 
community meetings and in on-
line neighborhood forums. 
Chinatown offers one example.

In its 2023 report on the 
 Gallery Place-Chinatown corri-
dor, the DowntownDC Business 
Improvement District cited “visi-
ble drug sales” as a “complex 
challenge,” along with a growing 
number of homeless people and 
panhandlers, and called for 
“stronger police presence to dis-
rupt drug sales activities.” (The 
DowntownDC BID did not re-
spond to a request for comment.) 
During an August community 
meeting, a representative for 
monumental Sports & Entertain-
ment, which owns the Wizards 
and Capitals, decried the “open-
air drug transactions” outside of 
Capital one Arena, and residents 
have described feeling on edge 
due to both petty crime and seri-
ous violence.

Howard marks, vice president 
of the condo board for the 
 residences at Gallery Place, right 
next to the metro station, said he 
and his neighbors were “totally 
thrilled” after Bowser unveiled 
the plan to revive anti-loitering 
drug free zones.

marks had moved into his con-
do building in 2014, back when 
“there was a certain rhythm” to 
the neighborhood, he said, a 
sense of safety and ease on vi-
brant streets. The offices were 
filled. Since-shuttered Bed Bath & 
Beyond was busy with shoppers 
right downstairs. “Then covid hit, 
and everything changed,” marks 
said.

“once the office workers left to 
work from home, the streets were 
virtually empty, and — if I can use 
the word without offending any-
one — miscreants suddenly be-
came larger than life,” he said.

Drug deals seemed common-
place right beneath the historic 
Chinatown arch, and sometimes 
he smelled marijuana as he 
walked to and from home. fare 
evaders hopped the gates and 
loitered at the top of the metro 
station escalators. reckless 
 e-scooter riders whizzed past, 
contributing to a “sense of chaos” 

member, voted for the repeal.
In rolling out the policy, 

 Bowser and top officials ex-
pressed confidence it was legally 
sound and said it addressed what 
she described as a troubling 
“emerging trend”: plain-view 
drug dealing and use, visible in 
some of the District’s busiest cor-
ridors, such as  Chinatown and H 
Street. Bowser has acknowledged 
the problem is nowhere near 
what it once was, saying officials 
believe there are fewer than 10 
such “open-air drug markets” to-
day, compared with an estimated 
60 in 2002. Still, Bowser’s top 
public safety officials, including 
acting Police Chief Pamela A. 
Smith, believe those problems 
can spill into violence or create 
other dangers. They declined to 
identify suspected locations.

“We want to blunt a trend we 
see in open-air drug dealing that 
we have pretty much squelched in 
this city” in all but a few areas, 
Bowser said, “and we don’t want 
that activity to proliferate.”

Council member Brooke Pinto 
(D-Ward 2), who chairs the public 
safety committee, welcomed 
Bowser’s proposal, noting that 
she has heard concerns across the 
city about hot spots for drug 
dealing or criminal activity, fear-
ing police don’t have adequate 
tools to disrupt them. “This trend 
cannot continue without inter-
vention,” she said.

But skepticism is already sim-
mering. Council Chairman Phil 
mendelson (D) threw cold water 
on the idea in an interview last 
week, doubting its relevance to 
D.C.’s violent-crime spike, driven 
by carjackings and homicides. He 
said he supported the idea of 
drug-free zones — and prostitu-
tion-free zones — more than a 
decade ago, but, citing the 2014 
concerns from the attorney gen-
eral’s office and the American 
Civil Liberties Union, he ques-
tioned whether Bowser’s propos-
al would hold up to legal scrutiny.

“I don’t oppose [anti-loitering 
statutes]. They’re just unconsti-
tutional,” he said — an unsettled 
question that could drive debate 
within the council.

Pinto said she would hold a 
hearing on the legislation on Nov. 
29.

Community, business 
concerns

Bowser’s proposal to revive the 
anti-loitering drug zones is a key 
facet of her Addressing Crime 
Trends Now Act, which would 
also target “organized retail 
theft” and roll back various provi-
sions of D.C.’s major police reform 
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D.C. mayor resurrects old ‘drug-free zone’ policy

cern her, and Appiah said she was 
not familiar with the case.

Appiah cited a policy briefing 
from the Sentencing Project as 
part of the research she reviewed 
that led her to believe the Dis-
trict’s policy is sound. The brief 
was about school-related drug-
free zones, however — and ac-
cording to the Sentencing 
 Project, it has nothing to do with 
Bowser’s proposal.

“Not even relevant,” acting di-
rector Kara Gotsch said.

Gotsch said it was puzzling to 
hear Appiah cite her organiza-
tion, which does not endorse 
Bowser’s proposal and which 
asked the Bowser administration 
to not cite them again. (Appiah 
insisted the briefing was relevant 
when asked about Gotsch’s objec-
tion.) It was more puzzling, 
Gotsch said, to see the Bowser 
administration seeking to revive 
the law so many years after it was 
repealed.

“Arresting more people for loi-
tering because they might be in-
volved in drug use or possess 
drugs is not how we solve our 
drug problem,” Gotsch said, not-
ing concerns about racially dis-
proportionate enforcement as 
well.

While it’s not yet clear where 
drug-free zones would be set up if 
Bowser’s proposal were to pass, 
some lawmakers have started to 
poke around. Council member 
Zachary Parker (D-Ward 5) asked 
maupin at a D.C. Housing Author-
ity hearing whether public hous-
ing complexes might be targeted, 
as they were back when the law 
first came into use in 1989. 
maupin said there had not yet 
been discussions.

“Unfortunately,” Parker said, 
“we’re coming full circle having to 
think about implementing that 
again.”

emily Davies contributed to this 
report.

his view, the primary concern is 
about how police would make 
arrests. “reasonable belief” that 
someone is engaged in drug activ-
ity is up for interpretation, he 
said, even if Bowser’s bill lists 
various criteria like “operating as 
a lookout” or exchanging “small 
packages.” It could allow police to 
make arrests under a lower stan-
dard than probable cause, which 
Spitzer said raises a red flag and 
spells legal trouble.

But, legal concerns aside, 
Spitzer questioned whether the 
approach will really make the 
impact leaders are hoping for.

“Designating a zone is just go-
ing to drive the market a couple 
streets over, and what good does 
that do, really?” he said. “It makes 
the people on this block happier 
for a while, but makes people on 
the next block suffer the same 
problems.”

While officials won’t say exact-
ly where the open-air drug mar-
kets are today, recently, the U.S. 
attorney’s office secured guilty 
pleas from six men tied to one 
operating around a Shell gas sta-
tion on South Capitol Street SE.

While naming drugs of con-
cern, Smith said that opioids and 
fentanyl topped the list. And 
while the use and possession of 
marijuana is legal in the District 
— though not to smoke in public 
or to buy or sell — Bowser said 
that the city’s inability to tax and 
regulate the drug has also con-
tributed to violence, a problem 
prosecutors described as happen-
ing at the gas station.

Bowser and Lindsey Appiah, 
deputy mayor of public safety and 
justice, have brushed aside legal 
concerns, noting that the former 
law never was actually chal-
lenged in the 18 years it was on 
the books. A similar anti-loitering 
drug-free zone law was struck 
down by a federal judge in An-
napolis in 2001 — but Bowser said 
this week that this did not con-
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D.C. Mayor Muriel E.  Bowser, left, with acting D.C. Police Chief 
Pamela A. Smith in Washington on July 24. 
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Super Tuesday states and be-
yond, it could be done,” said 
Allan Keiter, founder of the 
 nonpartisan elections website 
270toWin. “more than 90 per-
cent of the estimated delegates 
don’t get allocated until Super 
Tuesday or later.”

Keiter also notes that states 
holding contests before march 
15 “are not allowed to have pure 
winner-take-all allocations,” 
making it easier for a latecomer 
to amass some delegates.

“However, this is not a purely 
mathematical exercise,” added 
Keiter, who says Trump’s domi-
nance over a large and diverse 
field of GoP challengers is 
 probably a more serious obsta-
cle than any nuts-and-bolts 
 logistics.

“I see this as a non-starter . . . 
to the point that it borders on 
farcical,” said David Wasserman, 
senior editor and elections ana-
lyst for the Cook Political re-
port, who also thinks the taller 
order is overcoming Trump’s 
seemingly unshakable grip on 
the GoP base. That’s true even 
in Virginia, where the governor 
is fairly popular.

Among republican and 
 republican-leaning Virginia 
voters, 54 percent said they 
would prefer Trump to be the 
party’s nominee, while 39 per-
cent would rather it be Young-
kin, a recent Washington Post-
Schar School poll found.

“It’s very tempting to get in 
the race when you’ve got people 
willing to cut you seven-figure 
checks,” Wasserman said, but 
that doesn’t translate into sup-
port from republican voters, 
who “are not in the market for a 
Trump alternative overall.”

Even if Trump falters, some 
political analysts question why 
voters would suddenly gravitate 
toward Youngkin, who has 
failed to register in national 
polls despite frequent appear-
ances on fox News programs.

“He has zero percent name 
ID. Literally people have no idea 
who he is,” said Amy Walter, 
publisher and editor in chief at 
Cook. “Why would a person 
coming out of nowhere, who 
nobody knows, be viable all of a 
sudden?”

Geoffrey Skelley, senior elec-
tions analyst at the nonpartisan 
elections website fiveThir-
tyEight, sees “a little bit of mi-
chael Bloomberg” in Youngkin, 
referring to the former New 
York mayor and Democrat who 
lavished a chunk of his personal 
fortune on a belated and ulti-
mately humiliating Super Tues-
day strategy.

“Cost him about $1 billion,” 
Skelley said. “All for American 
Samoa.”

dents from collecting signa-
tures. (Non-Virginians may do 
so now if they file a notarized 
affidavit.)

only romney and rep. ron 
Paul (Tex.) qualified for the bal-
lot in the old Dominion that 
year, when the signature 
 requirement was 10,000.

Some states make it fairly 
simple, including Alabama. All 
that’s needed there is a $20,000 
filing fee and a few hundred 
signatures (500 from any quali-
fied voters, or just 350 if at least 
50 signatures come from each of 
the state’s seven congressional 
districts).

The Alabama republican Par-
ty says on its website that presi-
dential candidates “should con-
tact the office to arrange for 
payment prior to the close of 
qualifying.” But party spokes-
woman Jeannie Negrón Burnis-
ton said that warning is really 
just to make sure campaigns 
have the information needed for 
a wire transfer, if they want to 
pay that way.

“If he shows up at 4:59 Cen-
tral standard time with a check 
in hand, and fills out the form 
and has the [signatures], he will 
[get on the ballot],” she said, 
referring to Youngkin. She clari-
fied that he could send a repre-
sentative.

Tennessee makes it especially 
easy, waiving its 2,500-signature 
petition requirement for anyone 
who forks over $10,000 to the 
state GoP by Dec. 5.

“Pretty much just, ‘Here’s my 
money,’ and you’re good to go,” 
said Tyler Burns, political direc-
tor of the Tennessee republican 
Party.

maine is on the trickier side. 
By Nov. 20, a campaign must 
submit petition signatures from 
at least 2,000 — but no more 
than 2,500 — registered repub-
lican voters to the various mu-
nicipalities where each voter is 
registered. once the registra-
tions are certified, the campaign 
needs to deliver the petitions to 
the state by Dec. 1.

Getting on the ballot in some 
states grows harder as time goes 
on. It’s a low bar at first in 
michigan, where the secretary 
of state will put anyone “gener-
ally advocated by the news me-
dia to be a potential candidate” 
on the ballot on Nov. 10.

The state GoP chairman can 
add a name through Nov. 14. But 
after that, candidates have until 
Dec. 8 to collect 13,249 signa-
tures. (Those dates could shift 
slightly because the state’s pri-
mary, tentatively scheduled for 
feb. 27, could change.)

“from a purely mathematical 
perspective, if Youngkin was 
able to gain ballot access to the 

presidential flirtation, making 
the plane that New York Gov. 
mario Cuomo (D) kept idling on 
the tarmac in Albany a genera-
tion ago look like an early bird.

While Cuomo weighed wing-
ing to New Hampshire in De-
cember 1991 just hours ahead of 
the filing deadline for the first-
in-the-nation primary, the Dem-
ocrat ended his two-month 
presidential tease when he kept 
the jet grounded that day. 

Up against a more front-load-
ed primary calendar, Youngkin 
has fed the buzz even after 
missing deadlines in Nevada 
(oct. 16), New Hampshire (oct. 
27) and South Carolina (oct. 31).

money would not be a prob-
lem for Youngkin, who has sup-
port from some megadonors 
who have soured on Trump and 
DeSantis. The former Carlyle 
Group executive — worth $470 
million, forbes estimated when 
he won the Executive mansion 
— is capable of self-funding the 
ballot-access enterprise that 
typically costs millions of dol-
lars even for campaigns that 
don’t have to rely on profession-
al signature-gathering firms, as 
Youngkin’s probably would.

Team Youngkin is unlikely to 
blink at candidate-filing fees 
that some cash-strapped cam-
paigns can’t easily afford, such 
as the $50,000 required at this 
point to run in the Virgin Is-
lands. (The cost was $20,000 for 
those who filed there by Sept. 
30.)

But getting on the ballot 
would still be a slog of grass-
roots grunt work and legal nitty-
gritty that varies from state to 
state.

In some states, only regis-
tered republicans may sign pe-
titions for the party’s primaries, 
with a certain portion required 
to hail from each congressional 
district.

In others, any voter from any-
where in the state is good 
enough. Some states allow vot-
ers to sign petitions for multiple 
candidates, while others restrict 
them to just one.

Virginia is one of the more 
challenging states, though the 
home-state governor would cer-
tainly have an advantage. He 
would need 5,000 signatures, 
including 200 from each of the 
state’s 11 congressional districts, 
by Dec. 14.

four republican candidates 
failed to qualify in Virginia in 
2012 — then-Gov. rick Perry of 
Texas, former senator rick San-
torum (Pa.), former House 
speaker Newt Gingrich (Ga.) 
and former Utah governor Jon 
Huntsman Jr. — because they 
were unaware that the state 
then banned out-of-state resi-

delegates and it goes to milwau-
kee, then somebody like Young-
kin is incredibly well-suited to 
play the sausage-making game 
that will unfold,” he said. Citing 
the rNC’s obscure rule 40(b), 
Lennox noted that a candidate 
only needs a plurality — not a 
majority — of delegates from 
five or more states to be eligible 
for nomination at the conven-
tion.

officials with Youngkin’s 
Spirit of Virginia political action 
committee did not respond di-
rectly to questions about the 
logistical hurdles Youngkin 
would face. They also declined 
to discuss any plans he might 
have in place to overcome them; 
that sort of preparation would 
undermine Youngkin’s oft -
repeated claim that he will not 
give a thought to the presidency 
before the General Assembly 
elections.

“Governor Youngkin is spend-
ing every waking moment mak-
ing the case for our Virginia 
candidates — telling voters why 
they should send him a team in 
richmond to keep moving Vir-
ginia forward,” Dave rexrode, 
chairman of the PAC, said in an 
email to The Washington Post.

Youngkin has been the focus 
of presidential chatter since the 
political newcomer flipped blue-
leaning Virginia red in Novem-
ber 2021. He and his team have 
fanned speculation that he will 
get into the race with hectic 
cross-country political travel, 
forays into international politics 
and a flurry of self-promoting 
videos, including one casting 
him as the successor to Presi-
dent ronald reagan.

Even in the homestretch of 
the General Assembly races, 
Youngkin hosted a two-day 
 retreat for national GoP mega-
donors at a luxury Virginia 
Beach resort on oct. 16 and 17.

Days later, he flew across the 
country to California for an 
undisclosed political trip. (The 
Virginia State Police, which pro-
vides a security detail to the 
governor, confirmed the politi-
cal travel on oct. 19 in response 
to a freedom of Information 
request from The Post. Young-
kin’s PAC did not respond to 
questions about the trip.)

Hobbs, the childhood friend 
who mixed with fellow donors at 
the retreat, said he does not 
know whether Youngkin plans 
to get into the race.

“I think his primary focus is 
his family and the common-
wealth of Virginia, and that’s 
what’s made this an extremely 
difficult decision,” he said.

Whatever the governor de-
cides, Youngkin has already set a 
new standard for 11th-hour 

lion dollars really quickly,” Gins-
berg said. “And so, if you don’t 
have a long runway to plan that 
out, which Youngkin doesn’t, 
campaigns tend to do an incon-
sistent and slapdash job when 
what you need is real attention 
to detail.”

Even more skeptical is Joshua 
T. Putnam, founder of front-
loading HQ, a site that tracks 
the presidential primary calen-
dar.

“It’s too late,” he said. “A 
presidential campaign is just 
one thing that you’ve got to get 
in and get your bearings, essen-
tially. You need time to do that. 
You need time to give yourself 
the space to make the inevitable 
mistakes you’re going to make 
and learn to recover from them. 
And a month or two before the 
Iowa caucuses is not the time to 
do that.”

Youngkin supporters and 
even some independent analysts 
still see a path based on qualities 
specific to the governor (wealthy 
enough to self-fund, with blue-
state cred and megadonors in 
his corner) and the oddities of 
the 2024 cycle (chiefly, a front-
runner facing scores of felony 
indictments).

“It would be a herculean task 
— for anyone else, yeah, prob-
ably not doable. But this is 
Glenn Youngkin,” said Brad 
Hobbs, who has been nudging 
his junior high school pal to seek 
the presidency since before he 
won the governorship. “There’s 
just nothing he can’t climb over. 
. . . He’s Superman — I mean, he 
is.”

Lennox, who is executive 
 director of the republican Party 
in the Virgin Islands and un-
aligned with any candidate, says 
big republican wins in the Nov. 
7 General Assembly races — 
though by no means assured — 
could power Youngkin past the 
forbidding logistics.

“Youngkin’s appeal — as argu-
ably the only republican who 
can expand the 2024 map and 
put a ‘blue’ state into play, and 
his ability to self-fund a credible 
organization overnight — would 
allow him to make a super-late 
entry into the race,” he said.

Even Lennox doubts Young-
kin could pull off an outright 
win ahead of the republican 
National Convention in milwau-
kee in July. But he says the 
governor might be able to gar-
ner enough delegates to deny a 
majority to Trump or other de-
clared candidates, such as flori-
da Gov. ron DeSantis and for-
mer South Carolina governor 
Nikki Haley, forcing a brokered 
convention.

“If Trump or DeSantis or Ha-
ley do not get a majority of the 

magically your name appears on 
the ballot,” said Dennis Lennox, 
a republican strategist who was 
part of a last-minute scramble 
around Christmas 2012 to get 
mitt romney the signatures he 
needed from blue congressional 
districts in Illinois.

Some conservatives, includ-
ing media mogul rupert mur-
doch and megadonor Thomas 
Peterffy, have encouraged 
Youngkin to jump in as an alter-
native to Donald Trump and the 
host of declared republican 
 rivals who’ve failed to gain 
 traction against the former pres-
ident. 

Youngkin has conspicuously 
not ruled out a run, but says he 
will focus exclusively on state 
legislative races until Election 
Day on Tuesday, when all 140 
seats in Virginia’s House and 
Senate will be on the ballot.

Just a handful of races in each 
narrowly divided chamber will 
determine the fate of Youngkin’s 
conservative legislative agenda, 
including banning most abor-
tions after 15 weeks, and the 
viability of his national aspira-
tions.

But even if the GoP wins 
Virginia in a landslide, Young-
kin’s path to the GoP primary 
ballot would be an uphill climb.

The filing deadline in Ala-
bama hits three days after Vir-
ginia votes this  week. The cutoff 
in Arkansas comes Nov. 14. In 
maine, Nov. 20. The window 
shuts Nov. 28 for the easier of 
two routes to the California 
ballot, which involves filing an 
application with the secretary of 
state. The other option gives the 
candidate until Dec. 15 but 
 requires gathering signatures 
from a whopping 52,000 regis-
tered republicans.

Before December is up, dead-
lines will come and go in 17 other 
states stretching from Vermont 
to Hawaii. Given that tight time 
frame, some of the GoP’s lead-
ing experts on ballot access and 
convention-delegate math give 
slim odds to a late Youngkin 
gambit.

“Theoretically possible” but 
“very, very small” is how veteran 
republican elections lawyer 
Benjamin L. Ginsberg described 
Youngkin’s chances of winning 
the nomination. He noted 
daunting hurdles beyond get-
ting on the ballot, such as find-
ing experienced staff not already 
committed to other campaigns 
and meeting donor thresholds 
for remaining debates.

“A presidential campaign is 
like the ultimate start-up: You 
go from zero in the bank to 
needing several hundred mil-
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With time tight, experts say odds slim Youngkin will run
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 Fellow student Keveon Graves, 16, said, “We know what it was like 
growing up in these times and what we need to do to make change.”

the hood, but I’m not hood.”
“They should know that if 

there are kids-slash-young 
adults like us that are coming 
up in the future, that the future 
will be a way better place than 
the present is,” Keveon said. “We 
know what it was like growing 
up in these times and what we 
need to do to make change, 
what we need to do to make it 
feel safer for future 
generations.”

In one of his poems, he wrote 
that his favorite sport is 
basketball even though he’s 
built like a football player. His 
favorite food is a potato because 
it can be cooked in so many 
ways, and “my dreams that I 
have while sleeping are 
sometimes better than the 
reality I face/ while constantly 
awake.”

hard, or as he put it, “cheesin’.”
marcus Williams, 16, said he 

struggled with the writing at 
first because he wasn’t sure 
what to share but that it later 
felt therapeutic.

for the poem titled “What 
You Don’t Know by Looking at 
me,” he wrote:

What you don’t know by 
looking at me

is that I grew up with 
screaming and yelling

and being told to be a leader, 
not a follower.

So here I am.
What you don’t know by 

looking at me
is that I am boy growing up 

in Southeast fighting
to make a change.
“People used to believe that 

kids grew up and made it to 18, 
but that’s not happening 
anymore,” marcus said. He’s 
right. Too many children in the 
city aren’t hitting that 
milestone. By the end of 
September, 19 juveniles had 
been killed in the city this year, 
which was more than the total 
number of youths killed the year 
before. “I personally believe we 
deserve change,” marcus said.

He and the other teenagers 
said the city needs to create 
more programs that can 
motivate young people and 
more safe places where they can 
gather and escape whatever is 
happening at home. They talked 
about the need for more mental 
health services for them and for 
adults in the community.

NeKaeyla said support groups 
should be formed for parents 
who didn’t learn those skills 
from their own. “They didn’t 
have a childhood, and they don’t 
really know how to give 
someone else a childhood,” she 
said.

I asked the students what 
they most wanted people to 
know about them.

“I’m not a product of what I 
constantly see,” NeKaeyla said. 
“They should know I came from 

Caroline Brewer, a children’s 
book author and literacy 
consultant, developed the 
curriculum for the program, led 
the writing instruction and 
edited the book, which is titled 
“Through my Anacostia Eyes.”

It was created through a 
partnership between UDC, 
Conservation Nation, the  
Department of the Interior and 
the Justice 40 Summer 
Internship Initiative at 
Anacostia High School.

Brewer described the finished 
product as a “profound work of 
self-expression by Anacostia’s 
youth.” She recalled a powerful 

moment that occurred when the 
students worked together to 
compose a poem about the 
Anacostia river. The last stanza 
begins: “If I were the Anacostia 
river, I know what I would 
love.”

“Peace,” Brewer recalled a 
student saying. “Yes, peace, I 
celebrated inside. Peace is what 
every human being wants, and 
because of that, it was so easy 
for this student to imagine that 
the river — after all it’s been 
through these past 400 years — 
craves it too.”

I spoke with several of the 
students on a recent afternoon 
during their lunch break at the 
school. They all expressed pride 
in what they created. one boy 
said his mom read his poems 
aloud, and that left him smiling 

disagreeing about what actions 
and legislation are needed to 
reduce youth crime and increase 
youth achievement. They also 
know this: many of those adults 
don’t understand what young 
people in their neighborhoods 
have experienced because they 
haven’t taken the time to listen 
to them.

That’s what makes a book 
launch scheduled for 
Wednesday morning at the 
University of the District of 
Columbia significant. The event 
will mark the public release of a 
book that is filled with poems 
and reflections from a group of 
students who attend Anacostia 
High School in Southeast 
Washington.

The book was created as part 
of a summer internship 
program that exposed the 
teenagers to nature, and, in 
those pages, they write about 
that experience. They also write 
about what they have endured, 
what makes them unique and 
the futures they deserve.

“What you don’t know by 
looking at me is that,” student 
NeKaeyla roach, 18, wrote in a 
poem, “ … I come from a 
neighborhood where/ we don’t 
know the difference/ between 
fireworks and gunshots/ 
between what’s supposed to be 
fun/ and what’s trying to kill 
you.”

In that poem, she recalls 
running as a child on July 
fourth, then stopping, turning 
around and seeing everyone 
drop to the ground to avoid 
getting hit by bullets. She fell 
down so hard and so fast that 
day, she wrote, that she 
expected a knot to form on her 
head. She ends the poem by 
explaining how pressure forms 
diamonds and how she is a 
diamond who wants to attend 
Spelman College “to become one 
of the best Black women 
lawyers.”
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Theresa VarGas

Everyone is talking about D.C. teens. A new book lets them be heard.
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NeKaeyla Roach, 18, is one of the Anacostia High School students who contributed to “Through My 
Anacostia Eyes.” The book gave the Southeast Washington teens a chance to share their experiences.

“Before we even 
think about talking 
about the future, we 

should make sure our 
future is confirmed.”

Keveon Graves,
Anacostia High School student
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moved my whole family to Vir-
ginia? I think the voters aren’t 
really interested in that.”

Core to his campaign has also 
been the story of his Latin Amer-
ican heritage, which he has cited 
as he reaches out to Latino 
churches in the area, hires mari-
achi bands and taco trucks for 
early voting parties, and speaks 
Spanish to call on “mi gente” to 
elect him into office.

one spot shows black-and-
white footage of Buenos Aires as 
Segura narrates. “Years ago, my 
family fled Argentina after 
 socialism made our country un-
safe,” he says.

Argentina has never been 
ruled by socialists. for most of 
the past half-century, most Ar-
gentine presidents — and the 
country’s dominant political cur-
rents — have adhered to a diffi-
cult-to-define brand of populism 
that has swung both left and 
right but centers a devotion to 
the South American country’s 
former president Juan Domingo 
Perón.

Asked in an interview about 
his parents, Segura clarified that 
they first moved from Argentina 
to Spain in the “early ’80s.” That 
means that the couple would 
have left several years after a 
military junta overthrew Perón’s 
wife and successor, Isabel Perón, 
and began violently persecuting 
socialists and other left-wing 
groups.

Segura maintained that his 
parents were prompted to leave 
by parts of Peronism that he 
labeled as socialist and that per-
sisted even after the 1976 coup 
d’état, such as a heavy reliance 
on trade unions and the nation-
alization of banks and railroads.

 “The influence of the policies 
of Peronismo created economic 
challenges,” he said, “that really 
forced them to leave and look for 
opportunity elsewhere.”

rather than fleeing from so-
cialism, then, the Seguras would 
have moved to a country shifting 
to the left. 

His parents left to study in 
Spain around the time its Social-
ist Workers’ Party was assuming 
the presidency. It remained in 
power until well after the Segu-
ras had relocated to the D.C. 
area.

At a makeshift mosque tucked 
into the back of a Leesburg hotel, 
Segura said his parents came to 
the United States for greater 
opportunity. 

Shoeless and suit-clad, Segura 
sat and watched the religious 
services before getting up to 
address the worshipers, pledging 
to enthusiastically welcome 
muslims and immigrants in the 
republican Party.

most knew him already, from 
the nonstop ads on the TVs and 
the yard signs propped up all 
over the area.

Some, like osman Sediqi, 
flagged the candidate down with 
questions about parts of his 
platform not included in the ads. 
A self-described “fiscal republi-
can,” Sediqi said he was in-
trigued by Segura’s promise of a 
more “inclusive government” but 
wanted to know more about his 
stances on renewable energy.

Could Segura win his support? 
He was still mulling that over.

year cutoff for residency under 
Virginia election law, records 
show.

In march of this year, he also 
claimed a “homestead” exemp-
tion — which reduces taxes for 
any primary residence — on that 
property, declaring the District 
as his primary residence through 
march, according to property tax 
records. 

He later amended his tax 
forms in July to retroactively 
remove the claim, those records 
show.

Perry and others have suggest-
ed he moved to Loudoun to try to 
“buy” the race, but he brushed it 
off as an irrelevant attempt to 
undermine his campaign.

“This is a technicality filing 
kind of nuance,” he said in an 
interview. “We changed our li-
censes. We changed the license 
plates on our cars. We’re paying 
Virginia taxes. . . . Did I file a 
form one or two months after I 

“I decided to leave my busi-
nesses and run for political of-
fice,” he told one gathering at a 
Leesburg mosque last month, 
“because we live in a time of 
great moral and political disor-
der, and I believe we need a new 
message of hope.”

That pitch was compelling 
enough that after redistricting 
scrambled the map, state Sen. Jill 
Holtzman Vogel (r-fauquier) — 
a former GoP nominee for state-
wide office who lives in the 
district — announced her retire-
ment and endorsed him.

Segura has painted an image 
of himself as a lifelong Virginian, 
noting in an interview that he 
was born in Alexandria, grew up 
in mcLean and has been “making 
my way west,” as he settled in 
Leesburg with his wife to raise 
their newborn son. 

A three-year D.C. resident, he 
bought his Loudoun County 
home just days shy of the one-

general with human rights, I 
think the conservative party has 
left the building.”

From Peronism to doughnuts
At stops around Loudoun and 

fauquier, Segura, 35, frequently 
rattles off a list of lines on his 
résumé: an accounting degree, 
then consulting at Deloitte, then 
opening up a chain of “the most 
innovative” doughnuts in the 
D.C. area and finally a tech 
start-up he co-founded to auto-
mate doctors’ visits for pregnant 
women.

He has promised to “reinforce 
parental rights” in public educa-
tion, pointing to his suit against 
the Loudoun County School 
Board over its refusal to release 
an internal report on some high-
profile sexual assault cases. His 
business acumen, he has said, is 
what will help him bring innova-
tion to a government trapped in 
bureaucracy.

zero for Youngkin’s culture-war 
clashes but has grown increas-
ingly liberal with new arrivals.

The 31st state Senate district 
— which stretches from rapidly 
growing areas northeast of Lees-
burg down to Warrenton in fau-
quier County — has more often 
than not voted for Democrats, 
most recently siding with 
 Wexton by more than five points 
in last year’s congressional 
 elections.

Democrats have seen massive 
turnout in state elections since 
Roe v. Wade was overturned, 
including in areas far redder 
than this one, and the party 
hopes the area’s slight blue tilt 
may have increased after the fall 
of Roe.

The challenge for Perry, then, 
is less about winning people over 
and more about getting them to 
show up at the polls. It’s not for 
nothing that Perry sometimes is 
compared both to Wexton and to 
rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.), 
who represents a similar swath 
of Virginia suburbs.

Like Spanberger, Perry 
worked in a “covert capacity” at 
the CIA, including a final stint in 
a counterintelligence task force. 
Then, like Wexton, she spent 
nearly a decade as a county 
prosecutor in Loudoun, leading 
up the office’s domestic violence 
and sexual assault division un-
der republican and Democratic  
officials as she began raising her 
two kids in round Hill.

Still, it’s the question of abor-
tion, not her government back-
ground, that she said propelled 
her to run and that she has 
emphasized at every chance.

“my opponent has made no 
bones about wanting to roll back 
those rights,” she said over mugs 
of coffee at a Leesburg bakery. 
“That will mean I have fewer 
rights than I have today, and that 
will mean that my daughter has 
fewer rights than my mother 
had, than my grandmother had.”

As she has worked to define 
herself as a political newcomer, 
Perry has also sought to steer the 
conversation away from GoP 
messaging tying her to Loudoun 
County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Buta Biberaj (D), under 
whom she worked for her final 
two years as a prosecutor.

In one ad, Segura mentions a 
Loudoun man who allegedly 
killed his wife — and is now 
awaiting trial for murder — after 
he was released on bond follow-
ing a domestic violence arrest. 
(While the victim’s sister sup-
ported the ad as holding pros-
ecutors “accountable,” her moth-
er told NBC4 it was like “rubbing 
salt in the wound.” Perry’s cam-
paign called it inaccurate, noting 
the candidate no longer was a 
prosecutor when the case began.)

But as the skies cleared and 
workers headed to knock on 
doors around Leesburg that Sat-
urday, it appeared the abortion 
message was working — at least, 
at one house on a quiet suburban 
street, where a man named Gary 
answered the door.

“I’m not happy with the wom-
en’s rights issues,” the 50-year-
old federal contractor said, de-
clining to give his last name as he 
described drifting away from his 
republican upbringing. “Just in 

determine the outcome in this 
off-off-year election, casting 
many eyes on this showdown 
between Perry, a former CIA 
officer and county prosecutor, 
and Segura, a health-tech entre-
preneur who co-founded the lo-
cal chain District Doughnut.

Voters in this stretch of horse 
country, wineries and suburbia 
voted for Gov. Glenn Youngkin 
(r) in 2021 and rep. Jennifer 
Wexton (D-Va.) in 2022, and both 
campaigns have attracted big-
name surrogates and even bigger 
out-of-state cash hauls — on par 
with many congressional races.

Both candidates have spent 
more than any other in their 
party, drawing on six-figure 
sums from advocacy groups, 
some sitting legislators and po-
litical action committees tied to 
Youngkin or wealthy megadon-
ors on the left.

Perry has amassed more than 
$6 million as of oct. 26, drawing 
major contributions from state 
Democrats and abortion rights 
and environmental advocacy 
groups. Segura has raised slight-
ly less — about $5 million in the 
same period — including more 
than $1.1 million from his father, 
a PhD economist from Argentina 
who built his fortune on immi-
gration and border technology 
systems.

Those massive war chests have 
allowed them to fuel a seemingly 
nonstop TV blitz since the pri-
maries in June, even in the 
expensive D.C. media market. 
Where Segura has worked to 
frame Perry as soft on crime and 
sympathetic to a “defund the 
police agenda,” she has sought to 
cast him as an extreme “mAGA 
republican” who would jail doc-
tors for providing abortions.

Voters in the district inter-
viewed by The Washington Post 
expressed a wide range of policy 
concerns — from mental health 
funding to housing costs — but 
the candidates have also hewed 
closely to their parties’ core play-
books.

Perry hosted oB/GYN round-
tables on her “russet for roe” 
tour and is standing alongside 
Planned Parenthood leaders as 
she looks ahead to “roevember” 
in the final days before the 
election. Segura has made fre-
quent appearances with Young-
kin, like many other GoP strivers 
in competitive districts.

a focus on ‘Roevember’
on a rainy Saturday last 

month, Perry, 39, took to the 
wraparound porch outside her 
Leesburg campaign office to rally 
a sea of volunteers, many in pink 
baseball caps that read “Bans off 
our bodies,” and laid out the 
stakes.

“It’s not just us here. It’s the 
entire South,” she told them. “We 
know what happens if we lose: 
It’s going to be long and endur-
ing and painful. But we have the 
ability to hold the line right 
down there on the Virginia bor-
der right here with this seat 
today.”

That’s exactly the message 
many Democratic strategists say 
is needed to drive turnout for 
this seat, which played ground 

Va. SenaTe from C1

Va. Senate candidates raise unprecedented campaign cash

PhoTos by PeTe Marovich for The WashingTon PosT

Virginia Senate candidate Juan Pablo Segura (R) speaks to constituents at a fall festival in Sterling on 
Oct. 8. With a $5 million war chest, he’s been able to contribute to a seemingly nonstop TV ad blitz 
since the June primaries. 

Russet Perry (D), a former CIa officer and Segura’s opponent, speaks to election volunteers at a 
campaign event on Oct. 8 in Leesburg. She has amassed more than $6 million as of Oct. 26.
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obituaries

BY DAN DIAMOND

Ady Barkan, an activist who 
fought for access to universal 
health care, improved home 
health support and other re-
forms to America’s health-care 
system as he suffered from the 
degenerative disease ALS, died 
Nov. 1 at a hospital in Santa Bar-
bara, Calif. He was 39.

The cause was complications 
from the medical condition, 
sometimes known as Lou Geh-
rig’s disease, that had steadily 
robbed him of his ability to move 
and speak, said Liz Jaff, who co-
founded the political advocacy 
group Be a Hero with Mr. Barkan.

A Yale-trained lawyer, Mr. Bar-
kan initially worked as an 
 activist to improve housing for 
low-income Americans, 
strengthen protections for immi-
grants and other progressive 
causes.

The publication Politico in 
2016 named Mr. Barkan, then 32, 
among the most influential peo-
ple in American politics for his 
efforts to reform the country’s 
banking system, with Mr. Barkan 
arguing that the Federal Reserve 
did not appropriately reflect the 
needs of working people.

That same year, he was diag-
nosed with the terminal disease 
ALS, or amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis, forcing Mr. Barkan into 
what he described as a personal 
reckoning. But he quickly real-
ized that he could utilize his ill-
ness to force policymakers, who 
often shrugged off activists’ 
pleas, to engage with him on 
discussions about health-care 
 reforms.

As Republicans in December 
2017 debated whether to pass a 
bill to cut taxes, Mr. Barkan con-
fronted then-Sen. Jeff Flake (R-
Ariz.) and warned him that the 
party’s legislation would trigger 
automatic cuts to federal health 
programs that Mr. Barkan said 
would lead to unsustainable 
medical bills for ALS patients 
and Americans with other seri-
ous health conditions.

“You can be an American 
hero,” Mr. Barkan beseeched 
Flake, as fellow activist Jaff held 
the camera to capture the con-
versation. “You can save my life.”

Flake and other Republicans 
said Mr. Barkan’s claims about 
the bill’s impact were unfounded 
because Congress would take ac-
tion to avert the health-care cuts, 
and the party passed the legisla-
tion with no Democratic votes.

But Mr. Barkan’s video re-
ceived national attention, trans-
forming him overnight into a 
prominent commentator on 
health-care causes, and the rally-
ing cry he uttered — be a hero — 
became the name of the new 
organization that he and Jaff 
 co-founded in 2018.

The group worked to stage 
protests of Republican policies 
and raise awareness for priori-
ties such as Medicare-for-all, a 
proposed single-payer health 
system favored by some Demo-
crats.

“The ugly truth is this: Health 
care is not treated as a human 
right in the United States of 
America. This fact is outrageous,” 
Mr. Barkan testified in a congres-
sional hearing in April 2018, add-

ing that he and his wife had been 
locked in fights with his health 
insurer over his medical bills. 
“. . . We have so little time left 
together, and yet our system forc-
es us to waste it dealing with bills 
and bureaucracy.”

Mr. Barkan and Jaff also em-
barked on a cross-country speak-
ing tour in an RV in summer 
2018, aiming to confront Repub-
licans about their votes and help 
elect Democrats in that year’s 
midterm elections. But the travel 
and frequent speaking engage-
ments had a visible toll: Mr. Bar-
kan would lose his voice — fre-
quently becoming unintelligible 
— even as he spoke to crowds of 
hundreds of supporters, drawn 
to hear his message.

Mr. Barkan turned to a 
 computer-generated voice that 
allowed him to hold conversa-
tions and make remarks, includ-
ing when he testified at Con-
gress’s first-ever hearing devoted 
to Medicare-for-all in April 2019.

Days after that hearing, Mr. 
Barkan, Jaff and their allies be-
gan strategizing around how he 
could play a role in the 2020 
presidential campaign, even-
tually settling on a strategy of 
holding one-on-one conversa-
tions with candidates seeking 
the Democratic nomination.

Democratic Sens. Kamala D. 
Harris (Calif.), Cory Booker 
(N.J.), Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) 
and others agreed to sit down 
with Mr. Barkan in California, 
where they were confronted on 
taking donations from the phar-
maceutical industry, whether 
they were misleading voters on 
their support for health reforms 
and other discomfiting ques-
tions.

“He made himself a force,” said 
Mike Casca, who worked with 
Mr. Barkan in an effort to shape 
the policy priorities discussed 
during the 2020 campaign. “It 
really all came down to nobody 
can bulls--- a guy who’s dying,” 
said Casca, who is now a spokes-
person for Sen. Bernie Sanders 
(I-Vt.), a frequent ally of Mr. Bar-
kan.

Mr. Barkan had initially en-
dorsed Warren and, after she 
dropped out, backed Sanders in 
that year’s presidential race. But 
once Joe Biden — who refused to 
support Medicare-for-all — se-
cured the nomination, Mr. Bar-
kan endorsed him too, saying the 
party needed to align to defeat 
the incumbent president, Don-
ald Trump.

Mr. Barkan addressed the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion, saying that Trump had mis-
managed the national response 
to the coronavirus pandemic and 
that only Biden could be trusted 
to pursue necessary health-care 
reforms.

After Biden was elected, Mr. 
Barkan urged the administration 
to follow through on commit-
ments that he had worked to 
secure from the new president. 
One was a pledge to suspend 
patents on coronavirus vaccines 
developed by the United States to 
share them more quickly with 
the world.

The most persistent clash was 
around home health support, 
with Mr. Barkan insisting that 
the Biden administration and 

ady Barkan, 39

Activist fought for 
universal health care, 
other systemic reforms

congressional Democrats need-
ed to pass $400 billion in addi-
tional funding to pay for more 
aides and expand access to the 
services.

“Home care is keeping me 
alive. I don’t think I could toler-
ate my paralysis if I were isolated 
in a nursing home instead of 
surrounded by the love of my 
children and wife every day,” Mr. 
Barkan told a reporter in Sep-
tember 2021, typing out the mes-
sage with eye movements. “But 
millions of disabled people and 
their families aren’t as lucky as 
me.”

Democrats’ spending bill 
stripped out the added funding 
sought by Mr. Barkan — a gutting 
blow for the home health sup-
port movement. But Mr. Barkan 
hailed Biden the following sum-
mer for provisions contained in 
the Inflation Reduction Act that 
were intended to lower drug 
costs, including forcing compa-
nies to negotiate with the federal 
government on the prices of 
some high-cost medications.

“For decades, the pharmaceu-
tical industry has had Congress 
and the American people in a 
death grip. This law will begin to 
free us from their clutches,” Mr. 
Barkan said in a statement at the 
time. But the activist’s praise was 
qualified. “This bill is a tenth of a 
loaf. But if you’re starving, a 
tenth of a loaf is a good start,” he 
said.

Ohad Barkan was born in Bos-
ton on Dec. 18, 1983, and grew up 
in Cambridge, Mass., before 
completing high school in Clare-
mont, Calif. His parents, who had 
immigrated from Israel, were 
university professors.

He became involved in politics 
as a teenager by campaigning for 
Rep Adam B. Schiff (D-Calif.) in 
2000. He said he initially identi-
fied as a centrist Democrat, but 

he grew disenchanted with 
America’s political system after 
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq, saying that the bipartisan 
support for the war effort 
 revealed the need for more 
 progressive reforms.

He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in economics from Colum-
bia University in 2006 and grad-
uated from Yale Law School in 
2010. He worked for the Center 
for Popular Democracy, a pro-
gressive advocacy organization, 
before launching Be a Hero.

Survivors include his wife of 18 
years, Rachael King, an associate 
professor of English literature at 
the University of California at 
Santa Barbara, and their two 
children, Carl and Willow; his 
mother, Diana Kormos Buch-
wald, and his stepfather, Jed Bu-
chwald, both professors of the 
history of science at the Califor-
nia Institute of Technology; his 
father, Elazar Barkan, a profes-
sor of international and public 
affairs at Columbia, and his step-
mother, Pamela Smith, a history 
professor at Columbia; and a 
brother.

Mr. Barkan was the author of a 
2019 memoir, “Eyes to the Wind: 
A Memoir of Love and Death, 
Hope and Resistance,” and the 
focus of the 2021 documentary 
“Not Going Quietly.”

He often reflected on the irony 
that his messages resonated 
louder in Washington even as his 
body increasingly failed him.

“What I’ve trained myself to do 
is to influence government deci-
sion-makers,” Mr. Barkan said in 
a December 2017 interview, be-
fore he had completely lost his 
voice. “I don’t want everybody to 
be a professional activist. But I 
do want everybody to have a little 
bit of hope . . . that the govern-
ment can be made to be account-
able, that democracy can work.”

JonaS JunGbluT for The WaShInGTon poST

In 2016, Politico named  Ady Barkan one of the most influential 
people in U.S. politics for his efforts to reform the banking system.

ChIp SomodevIlla/GeTTy ImaGeS

Mr. Barkan, seen here in 2017, initially worked to improve housing 
for low-income Americans before he was diagnosed with ALS.
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INMEMORIAM

BAPTIST

DEBBI DORSEY HURD BAPTIST
Like the glow of the setting sun, your ra-
diance will never fade. You will forever re-
main in our hearts and the hearts of the
many that you inspired.

Deepest Love,
Your Parents Elaine and Bill Dorsey

DEATH NOTICE

BAKER

ROBERT W. BAKER
(Age 86)

Robert W Baker passed away peacefully,
on Monday October 30, 2023. Born and
raised in Pittsburgh,PA until joining the US
Air Force from 1954–1958.
Bob married Mary Ann McGovern in June
1962. Together, they moved to Greenbelt,
Maryland where raised four children, Rob
(Brigid), Ken (Elaine), Lori Murray.
His son Paul and sister Georgina Baker
preceded him in death. His legacy con-
tinues with 10 grandchildren and one
great-grandson.
Per his wish,his body was donated to MD
Anatomy Board. A celebration of life will be
held at a later date.
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DEATH NOTICE

BARRINGER

REV. DR. TOMAS W. BARRINGER
Transitioned quietly on Friday, October 20,
2023. He leaves to survive, his wife, Lor-
na Barringer; two adult children, daughter,
Jessica and son, Jordan; two siblings, sis-
ter, Gwendolyn J. Brown of Knoxville, MD
and brother, Jadie Barringer, Jr. of Vero
Beach, FL.
Wake November 8 at 9 a.m. Funeral 11
a.m. at Friendship Baptist Church, 900 Del-
aware Ave., SW,Washington, DC 20024.
Interment November 13, 1:30 p.m. at Chel-
tenham Veterans Cemetery.

BECCHETTI
FRED BECCHETTI

Fred Becchetti, formerly of Annadale, Vir-
ginia, died on October 24, 2023 at the age
of 99 in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Fred was in
the foreign service with USIA for 27 years.
He was predeceased by his wife Vivienne.
He is survived by his daughter Carole Gard-
ner (Bob) and son Larry Becchetti. For the
full obituary, please visit www.nationalcre-
mation.com. No service planned.

GARFIELD

SANFORD GARFIELD
“Sandy” (Age 80)

Sanford “Sandy” Garfield of Rockville, MD,
passed away peacefully on October 30,
2023. Beloved husband of 56 years to
Nina; proud father of David; loving broth-
er of Rhoda (David) Crawford and Donald
(Kate) Garfield. He was born on February
21, 1943, in Chicago, IL to Louis and Lor-
raine Garfield. After receiving his B.S. from
the University of Illinois and doctorate from
the University of Chicago, he pursued a life
and career dedicated to science, first in
academia and concluding with 25 years of
service at the National Institute of Diabetes
and Digestive and Kidney Diseases at NIH.
While there, he oversaw landmark studies
focused on improving the treatment and
prevention of type 2 diabetes in high-risk
groups.A lover of good food,music, art and
literature, he spent his retirement years in-
dulging in them all. He was deeply loved by
family, coworkers and friends, and will be
dearly missed. Graveside service Tuesday,
November 7, 11 a.m. at Shalom Memorial
Park, 1700 W Rand Rd., Arlington Heights,
IL. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be
made to American Indian Science and En-
gineering Society (www.aises.org). For info:
847-256-5700

HANLEIN

MARY JANE HANLEIN
(Age 99)

Our beloved mother, Mary Jane Hanlein
“Nonnie” passed away at home on Octo-
ber 28. She was born December 27, 1923
in Washington, DC. She grew up in the
small town of Anacostia, roller skating
and waving to presidents as they drove by.
She graduated Salutatorian from Anacos-
tia High School in 1941. She married Alvin
“Dinky” Hanlein in 1950 and was a loving,
devoted wife and mother to her six chil-
dren. She was a long time resident of Chil-
lum, Maryland and McKay’s Beach where
she spent summers. She was preceded in
death by her husband and three children,
Chuck, Chris, and Cathy Pielmeier. Her
surviving children Carole, Chip, and Claire
and grandchildren Luke and Jude Hanlein,
Gaelan, Gabriel, and Sean Tracey remain to
carry on her loving goodness. Services will
be held at Ft. Lincoln on December 7, at
10:30 a.m.. For more details see

www.Gaschs.com
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DEATH NOTICE

HAUS-CAULK

DANIEL FITZGERALD HAUS-CAULK
“DANNY”

November 21, 1988 - October 21, 2023

Daniel Fitzgerald Haus-Caulk (age 34) of
Washington, DC, passed away suddenly at
George Washington University Hospital on
October 21, 2023.

Danny was the beloved son of Karen M.
Haus and Martin E. Caulk (deceased).
Danny received his bachelor’s degree in
business and was a tax advisor/manager
at H. & R. Block. Danny was a good friend
to everyone who had the great fortune to
know him, and he enriched the lives of all
he touched. He was very athletic and en-
joyed playing many sports at a competitive
level, excelling in soccer and track. Danny
leaves behind his mother, Karen Haus, and
his dog, “Jasmine”, both of whom he dearly
loved.

A funeral mass will take place on Thurs-
day, November 9 at 11 a.m. It will be held
at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church, in
the upper level chapel of the Parish Cen-
ter, 3630 Quesada St, NW, Washington, DC.
Street parking only.

HEYER
WILLIAM RONALD HEYER

A celebration of the life of Dr. William
Ronald “Ron” Heyer who died on October
8, 2023 will be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday,
November 12, 2023 at St. George’s Episco-
pal Church, 915 N. Oakland St., Arlington,
VA. In lieu of flowers the family requests
that donations be made to Pacific Lutheran
University or The Alzheimer’s Association.

LANGENBACH
HAZEL JEAN BURKHALTER

LANGENBACH
Passed away October 28, 2023, age 90.
Graveside Service November 11, 2023,
11:30 a.m. at Memorial Park Cemetery,
Sedalia, MO. Contact (636) 940-1000 or
visit baue.com

MARSDEN
JERRY T. MARSDEN

(Age 91)
On Wednesday, November 1,
2023, of Rockville, MD. Beloved
husband of Fay Marsden; fa-
ther of Thomas Marsden, Ron-
ald Marsden (Kathleen), Lori
Marsden Moran (Francis), and

Lynne Marsden Graves (Thomas). Beloved
grandfather of Ryan, Katy, Amanda, Lau-
ra, TJ, Ashley, and Justin. Also survived by
Mary Marsden Ursitti Kenney and Margaret
Ann Hickman. Friends and family may call
at St. Peter’s Church, 2900 Sandy Spring
Road, Olney, MD, on Friday, November 10,
from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. with the
Memorial Service to follow at 11:30 a.m.
Interment at Gate of Heaven Cemetery at
a later date. Memorial contributions may
be made to the Crohns and Colitis Founda-
tion, https://www.crohnscolitisfoundation.
org/ or the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation https://www.jdrf.org/.
www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

CONNARN

PATRICIA ANN CONNARN
January 19, 1935 – October 15, 2023

Patricia Connarn passed away peacefully in
her home following a short bout with cancer.
She was 88. Pat was born in Uniontown, PA
to the late Stephen and Blanche Recicar. She
was predeceased by her husband of over 60
years, John J Connarn. After graduation from
North Union High School, Pat moved to the
Detroit area. While working as a secretary at
Michigan Bell Telephone Company, she met
John. They were married in 1960 and quick-
ly had five kids in five years! They had many
moves in Michigan, and while John was at
AT&T Headquarters in New York City, they

lived in Old Bridge, NJ. By 1969, they set-
tled in Troy, Michigan for 14 years. Then, in
1983, Ameritech Corporation brought them
to Washington, DC. They resided in Vienna,
VA. From the coal miner’s daughter to din-
ing with Presidents and dignitaries, Pat re-
mained quiet, humble, and understated. Her
greatest love was her family, including her 10
grandchildren and her 30 nieces and neph-
ews. Her siblings and sisters-in-law were
her best friends. If you were lucky to know
her, she would ask about each of your family
members by name. It was her nature to care,
inquire and pray for all of them! In their later
years they traveled the world together, and
with friends. They spent winters in Naples,
FL and summers in the Northern Neck of VA.
They were members of St. Mark’s Catholic
Church and Westwood Country Club. They
met dear friends every place they lived. She
had a life filled with a lot of love, given and re-
ceived, and she would spend 40 years in her
home in Vienna. She was loving mother to
Karen Ehrensaal (Bruce), Jim Connarn, Greg
Connarn, Charlene Schlimgen and Mary Mid-
dlethon (Steve). Loving grandmother to Jamie
Connarn, Jennifer Connarn, Jessica Connarn,
Kristie Ehrensaal, Michelle Ehrensaal, Car-
oline Schlimgen, Michael Schlimgen, Brian
Schlimgen, Colin Middelthon and Laura Mid-
delthon. A celebration of life will take place
at St. Mark’s Catholic Church, 9970 Vale Rd.,
Vienna, VA 22181 on Saturday, November 11
at 11 a.m. Fond memories and online condo-
lences may be left to the family at

www.moneyandking.com

EHRLE
RAYMOND EHRLE

March 4, 1926 – October 26, 2023
Raymond “Ray” Ehrle was a 22 year res-
ident of Annapolis, Maryland, previously
of Beltsville, Maryland. He grew up in rural
upstate New York, attended a one room
school for seven years and graduated from
High School at age 16. He worked on his fa-
ther’s farm and then entered the Army. He
was discharged as a Sargent and attended
Syracuse University on the GI Bill receiving
an AB in sociology in 1951. He received a
ROTC Commission and entered the USAF.
With active duty and reserve time he retired
as a Major. Overseas assignments included
Newfoundland, Iceland and Eniwetok.
Dr. Ehrle received a Master’s degree in
Counseling Psychology from George Wash-
ington University and a doctorate in Reha-
bilitation Counseling from the University
of Missouri in 1961. He was Supervisor,
Counseling and Evaluation, Pennsylvania
Rehabilitation Center and Chief, Counseling
Division, U.S.E.S. at the Department of Labor.
Then Dr. Ehrle started a new Rehabilitation
Counseling Graduate Education program at
the University of Maryland. Over a five year
period he sponsored 30 Master’s degree
students and eight doctoral students.
Dr. Ehrle was president of the newly formed
National Employment Counselors Associ-
ation and president of the American Reha-
bilitation Counselors Association. He helped
found and became editor of the Journal of

Employment Counseling. He has published
over 120 articles, monographs and books
and was book reviewer for the American As-
sociation for the Advancement of Science.
He was a licensed psychologist (District of
Columbia and Maryland).
Later Dr. Ehrle worked as Washington Rep-
resentative for Teledyne Economic Devel-
opment Co. He returned to academia as
Director of Research Support for the George
Washington University Business School and
retired in 1989.
He is a life member of Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity, the Society for German Ameri-
can Studies (SGAS) and the Military Officers
Association and was a major contributor to
research, library and student aid funds and
to the German American Museum in Wash-
ington, DC.
Survivors include his wife of more than 50
years, Sally Allen Ehrle; son John; son Rich-
ard of Virginia, his wife Kate and children
Christian, Elisabeth and William. His mar-
riage to Betty Turner ended in divorce. A
grave site service will be held in Cochecton
New York.
Donations may be made to the Ehrle Para-
medic Scholarship at Anne Arundel Com-
munity College (AACC); address: AACC
Foundation, 101 College Parkway, Arnold,
MD 21012.
www.LastingTributesFuneralCare.com

GROSS

HAROLD MARTIN GROSS “Hal”
b. October 14, 1935, NewYork, NY; d. Novem-
ber 1, 2023, Annandale, VA
Husband to Penny; father to David (Mary
Burns), Sabra (Brian Weinkauf), and Pamela;
grandfather to Matthew and Elizabeth. Phi-

latelist; life-long Democrat.

Stanford University and School of Law. U.S.
Army 1st Lieutenant in the military police.

Chair: American Civil Liberties Union,
Mid-Peninsula chapter;
Vice Pres: NAACP Palo Alto-Stanford branch;
Pres: Mountain View California Jaycees; Exec
Dir: Oregon ACLU. Legislative Consultant to
U.S. Senators Wayne Morse (D-Oregon), Ted
Kennedy (D-Massachusetts), Alan Cranston
(D-California).
Fairfax County Democratic Committee and
Emeritus Member of the Mason District
Democratic Committee.

A funeral service will be held at Demaine
Funeral Home, 5308 Backlick Road, Spring-
field, VA 22151, Thursday, November 9, 2023
at 12 p.m. followed by Interment at 2 p.m.
at Fairfax Memorial Park, 9900 Braddock
Road, Fairfax, VA 22032. Detailed obituary
can be found at https://www.dignityme-
morial.com/obituaries/springfield-va/har-
old-gross-11520351

www.demainefunerals.com

DEATH NOTICE

MORGAN
CLAIRE P. MORGAN

(Age 89)
On Sunday, October 29, 2023,
of Silver Spring, MD original-
ly from Dublin, Ireland. Be-
loved mother of John (Nancy)
Morgan, Judith Morgan, Deb-
orah Morgan; grandmother

of Amanda (Jason) Reardon, Seamus
Bresnahan, Madeline “Maddie” Morgan;
great-grandmother of Carter Bresnahan;
sister of Patrick and Peter Butler of Dublin,
Ireland and Sheila Brannick of London, UK.
Relatives and friends may call at Collins
Funeral Home, 500 University Boulevard
West, Silver Spring, MD, (Valet Parking),
Tuesday, November 7, 2023, from 10 to 11
a.m. with Funeral Service at 11 a.m. Inter-
ment Gate of Heaven Cemetery.
www.COLLINSFUNERALHOME.com

PECKARSKY
JANET CLARK PECKARSKY

Janet Clark Peckarsky died August 17,
2023. Born October 10, 1922, and raised
in Cape Elizabeth, Maine, she was the only
child of Edward Leggett Clark and Jane
Dyer Clark. She married Jerome Charles
(Charlie) Peckarsky in Boston in 1953 and
moved to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. When
his career with the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs brought him to Washington,
DC, the family lived in Arlington, Virgin-
ia, for 20 years and then in McLean until
her death. An avid bridge player, she and
Charlie won many duplicate bridge tour-
naments on their extended cruises as well
as in local groups. She was an animal lover
who generously supported local animal
welfare leagues. Janet’s husband of 52
years died in 2005. She is survived by their
two children, Todd (Terry) Peckarsky and
Elizabeth (Mike) Gaffney, both of Reston,
Virginia, as well as six grandchildren and
six great-grandsons. Interment will be at
Arlington National Cemetery.

DEATH NOTICE

PIERSON
DOROTHY LOUISE PIERSON

“Dottie” (Age 91)
Dorothy (Dottie) Louise Pierson of Falls
Church VA, passed away on October 30,
2023 at Fairfax Hospital with family by
her side. She was born on September 14,
1932 in Washington, DC at Georgetown
Hospital to Edward B. Round and Olive A.
Round. She leaves to cherish in her memo-
ries; four daughters: Doris Hart, Gail Inman,
Mary Pierson and Patti Clark. Two broth-
ers: Donald (Delanne) Round, and Robert
Round. One sister: Diane (Ron) Orndoff.
One sister-in-law: Miriam Round. 13 grand-
children, 16 great-grandchildren and nine
great-great-grandchildren. Several nieces
and nephews and a host of friends. Dottie
was preceeded in death by her husband
and love of her life James C. Pierson. Ser-
vices will be held on November 7, 2023 at
Murphy Funeral Home in Falls Church VA,
with visitation beginning at 11:30 a.m. and
services beginning at 12:30 p.m. Followed
by burial at National Memorial Park Cem-
etery. In Lieu of flowers donations can be
made to Ovarian Cancer or Breast Cancer
Socitey.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.com

DEATH NOTICE

POWERS
RUTH MCBRIDE POWERS

Ruth McBride Powers of Chevy Chase, MD
passed away surrounded by her family on
Sunday, October 29, 2023.
Ruth was born on August 30, 1948 to U.S.
Ambassador Robert McBride and Jacque-
line McBride in Port au Prince, Haiti. She
spent much of her childhood in Chevy
Chase, Maryland, but also spent years liv-
ing in Paris, France and Madrid, Spain. As
an adult, Ruth taught elementary school
reading in Montgomery County Public
Schools for over 30 years. She was known
for her thoughtfulness, her sense of adven-
ture and was an avid traveler.
Ruth is survived by her husband of 52
years Oscar Powers, her daughters Jenni-
fer Hicks and Elizabeth Powers, and her
son Christopher Powers. Additionally, she
is survived by her three adored grandchil-
dren Ian Hicks, Robert Gerlich and Adam
Gerlich.
She will be honored in a private Celebra-
tion of Life reception with her friends and
family.

STEARNS
PALMER NEWCOMBE STEARNS JR.

(Age 90)
Palmer Newcombe Stearns, Jr. of McLean,
VA, died peacefully on October 29, 2023 in
McLean, Virginia. He is survived by his wife
of 54 years, Patricia Flint Stearns; daugh-
ter Emmy Nadiga, and son Palmer (Amy)
Newcombe Stearns, III; grandchildren
Tara Nadiga, Jayant Nadiga, Samant Nadi-
ga, Jacob Stearns, and Lucas Stearns. Mr.
Stearns was born on November 7, 1932 in
Washington, DC to the late Lucille Williams
Stearns and Palmer Newcombe Stea-
rns, Sr. He graduated from Culpeper High
School in 1949 and Episcopal High School
in 1951, where he played football, baseball
and soccer. He graduated from the Virginia
Military Institute in 1955 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Civil Engineering and lat-
er took multiple classes toward a Masters
degree in Engineering Administration at
George Washington University. He served
and was a paratrooper in the U.S Army
and was based at Fort Benning, Georgia
before being stationed in Korea until his
honorable discharge with the rank of Sec-
ond Lieutenant in 1958. His professional
career as a Civil Engineer included the Vir-
ginia Department of Highways, U.S. Bureau
of Public Roads, and the U.S. Agency for
International Development where he was
Chief Transportation Engineer, Chief Afri-
can Bureau Engineer, and Acting Director
of Engineering. Following his retirement in
1984 he became U.S. Director of Construc-
tion Operations for Taylor Woodrow Inter-
national Construction of the U.K. He was
an active member of the American Society
of Civil Engineers, General Contractors of
America, and American Consulting Engi-
neers’ Council and served on several com-
mittees of the Highway Research Board
and National Association of County Engi-
neers. He was devoted to his family and
loved playing with his grandchildren. No
funeral service will be held, his immediate
family will be having a private celebration
of his life in the near future.

GARBER

LINNETT MCCLURE GARBER
(Age 70)

Linnette McClure Garber passed away on
November 1, 2023, at her home in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland. Beloved wife
of Randy Garber, loving mother of Cecily
Garber (Ben Hsu), and loyal sister of Leslie
Krasner (Robert), she is also survived by
her two granddaughters, Linnea Hsu and
Hopper Hsu. Linnette was born on March 8,
1953, in Boonville, Missouri, to Lee and Lu-
cille McClure, and was the second of three
daughters. She earned her B.S. from Cen-
tral Missouri State University and enjoyed
friendships in her sorority, Alpha Omicron Pi,
and was a member of the Marching Mules
marching band.

Following graduation in 1975, she and Ran-
dy were married and moved to St. Louis,
and then in 1979 to Montgomery County,
Maryland, where Cecily was born. Linnette

earned her law degree from Washington
College of Law at American University and
was a partner in the Bethesda law firm
Kaslow, Chernikoff & Garber. Outside of
work, she held numerous volunteer leader-
ship roles, most notably in Saint Mark Pres-
byterian Church, where she played in the
church bell choir. She was an accomplished
and adventurous cook, and offered gourmet
dinners at silent auctions for various chari-
ties. In her mid-40s, she learned how to ride
a motorcycle, while simultaneously devel-
oping a taste for opera and taking up golf. In
2001 she and Randy moved to Orange Coun-
ty, California, where she volunteered exten-
sively, and learned to knit, which became a
lifelong passion. She became highly involved
with the Orange County Democrats, serving
as a delegate to the Democratic National
Convention, and later with Northwest Ar-
kansas Democrats after moving to Fayette-
ville in 2015. In 2021, she and Randy moved
back to Montgomery County to be close to
their daughter and grandchildren.

Linnette will be remembered for her ener-
gy, enthusiasm, activism, leadership, and
contributions to many community groups.
Her passions for reading, music, sports,
television dramas, politics and news never
left her.

A memorial service and celebration of her
life will be held on December 1 at 11 a.m., at
Saint Mark Presbyterian Church, 10701 Old
Georgetown Rd., North Bethesda, Maryland.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
may be made to Nate Walls Second Helping
NWA (EIN#84-833945) via the secondhelp-
ingnwa.com website. Nate’s mission is to
feed hungry kids from economically chal-
lenged households in Northwest Arkansas.

KELLY

JOHN J. KELLY JR., MD
Professor of Neurology, Mentor, Husband,
Father, Grandfather - John J. Kelly, Jr., MD
age 79, passed away peacefully in his home
surrounded by his loving family on Friday,
August 18, 2023. Beloved husband of 57
years to Patricia.
John Joseph Kelly, Jr., MD was born in Provi-
dence, RI on September 27, 1943, to Rhode
Island natives John Joseph Kelly, Sr. and Do-
ris Elizabeth Barlow. The family resided in
West Warwick, RI for all of John’s childhood.
John attended Deering High School where
he excelled at academics as well as ath-
letics throughout his four years. He was a
consistent honor roll student and varsity let-
terman in both football and baseball. After
high school, John enrolled at Brown Univer-
sity and again excelled in pre-medical aca-
demics while also playing football (fullback
and linebacker) all four years and baseball
his freshman and sophomore year.
John was awarded The Rhodes Scholarship
but instead enrolled in the Yale School of
Medicine, where he graduated with honors
in 1969. He completed his Internal Medi-
cine Internship and residency at Yale-New
Haven Medical Center before serving in
the United States Public Health Service in
1971. As a physician in the USPHS, John was
stationed at the Fort Peck Assiniboine and
Sioux Native American Reservation in Pop-
lar, Montana. He provided medical care to
Assiniboine and Sioux tribes for two years.
In 1973, his service in the USPHS complet-
ed, he was accepted into the Mayo Clinic
Neurology residency program in Rochester,
Minnesota. Upon completing his neurology
residency, he was awarded the Henry W.
Woltman Award as the outstanding gradu-
ating resident. He continued at Mayo with a
Fellowship in Clinical and Electrodiagnostic
Neurophysiology for one year with Dr. Ed-
ward Lambert. He was appointed to faculty
as Assistant Professor of Neurology.
In 1981, John became Associate Professor
of Neurology and Director, Electromyog-
raphy Laboratory at Tufts New England
Medical Center in Boston. He was soon
promoted to Full Professor and Head of the
Neuromuscular section.
In 1991, he became the Chair of Neurology
at The George Washington University Med-
ical Center in Washington, DC. During his
time there, he founded the GWU Neurolog-

ical Institute, the Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) Clinic, the Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
Clinic, and Neurology Fellowships.
Dr. Kelly was Chief, Department of Neurol-
ogy and Deputy Director, Cooper Neuro-
logical Institute, Camden, NJ in 2011. There
he founded the Neurological Institute and
developed the neuromuscular and stroke
programs.
A culmination of his years of research, pub-
lishing, and clinical teaching he achieved
international recognition for his expertise in
neuromuscular disorders. More important-
ly, John served as an inspiring mentor and
teacher for countless medical students, res-
idents, fellows, and junior faculty. He retired
from clinical practice at GWUMC as Profes-
sor Emeritus in 2016.
After getting married on June 26, 1966,
John and Patricia settled in Connecticut and
in 1969 were thrilled at the birth of their
daughter Moira and then 19 months later
overjoyed with the birth of their second
daughter Megan. This began a new chapter
of John’s life as a father.
John had many passions in life. He was an
avid reader, an expert in history, a deft poet,
loved sports, baking bread and pies at the
holidays. He enjoyed sailing, hunting, fishing
and just being in nature with his hunting
dog, Lady on his farm in Chestertown, MD.
He especially loved being an ever-willing
playmate and loving grandfather to his five
grandchildren.
John’s educational legacy continues after
his death as he chose to participate in the
Brain Tissue Donation Program of the Ann
Romney Center for Neurologic Disease at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital.
John’s family is grateful for the dedicated
caregivers from the U.S. Veterans Affairs
Department, Broad Reach Hospice, the
ever-responsive Orleans Fire and Rescue,
the Community of Jesus Brothers, and the
Nauset Neighbors volunteers who helped
make it possible for John to remain in the
home he loved.
We will miss terribly our husband, father,
grandfather, brother, and friend. We will for-
ever cherish the privilege of knowing him
and receiving his love.
In addition to his loving wife, John leaves
behind his caring daughters: Moira (James)
Scanlon and Megan Kelly Kossar (Charles
Burgess), cherished grandchildren: John,
James, Jude, Isabell, and David; brother and
sisters: Peter (Lori) Kelly, Colleen Mellor (Paul
Gates), and Sharon Kelly (Rick Marcotte) as
well as many nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es and nephews. He will also be missed by
his brother and sisters-in-law, Dennis Walsh,
Elizabeth Walsh, and Susan Walsh. John was
predeceased by his brother-in-law James
Walsh.
In honor of John, a Funeral Mass will be held
on Saturday, June 22, 2024 at 11 a.m. at St.
Joan of Arc Church, 61 Canal Road, Orle-
ans, MA 02653. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made payable to John J.
Kelly ALS Clinic, MFA, Attn: Ellie Bayat, MD,
George Washington University Medical Cen-
ter, Neurology Department, 9th Floor, 2150
Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington, DC
20037. For online condolences, please visit

www.nickersonfunerals.com

DEATH NOTICE

VAUGHN
KENNETH RUSSELL VAUGHN

“Ken” (Age 65)
Died on September 29, 2023 after a diffi-
cult battle with prostate cancer.
Ken was born on July 4, 1958 to the late
Marie Barry and Russell Burton Vaughn. He
earned a Bachelors of Arts in Philosophy at
the University of Delaware, and a Masters
in Library Science from the University of
Maryland. In his 30-year tenure at Westat,
Ken was instrumental in the development,
upkeep, and revamping of library informa-
tion systems, the company intranet, and
other integral corporate information plat-
forms. His love of reading, analysis, and
thoughtful conversation was a hallmark of
his life.
Survived by his wife, the Rev. Deborah
Vaughn, (nee Harsh), and daughters Eliza-
beth and Claudia, Ken passed along many
of his interests, especially his love for read-
ing and walking in the woods. The Hobbit
and other works of Tolkien’s were beloved
family texts, read aloud many times over.
Throughout his life, Ken participated in
Christian faith communities as a student,
teacher, and leader. He was willing to ask
hard questions, yet rest in his deep, abid-
ing faith. Ken enjoyed home improvement
projects, camping, hiking, beer-brewing,
bird-watching, pampering his cats, and
supporting the loves and careers of his
family. Ken was a ShihFu (“teacher” or
“father”) at US Martial Arts as a 66th gen-
eration disciple of the TienShanPai school.
The family would like to express their
thanks for the support of so many over the
last difficult months including the staff of
Maryland Oncology Hematology at White
Oak, the research team for Immuno-On-
cology at the NIH Clinical Center, the JSSA
Hospice team, and the congregation of
Gaithersburg Presbyterian Church.
A Celebration of Life will be held at Gaith-
ersburg Presbyterian with inurnment at
a later date. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to the Amer-
ican Chestnut Foundation https://tacf.org
or ZERO Prostate Cancer https://zerocan-
cer.org

WELLS
DAVID MARSDEN WELLS

July 23, 1932 - September 30, 2023
David Marsden Wells died peacefully sur-
rounded by his wife Elizabeth F. Wells and
their son and his family on September 30,
2023.

Burial was held on October 10, 2023 in
Forest Park East Cemetery in Shreveport,
LA. Graveside service arrangements pro-
vided by Rose-neath Funeral Homes in
Shreveport, LA. A memorial service for Da-
vid Marsden Wells (Elizabeth Wells) will be
held at 10 a.m. on Monday, November 6,
2023 at Christ Church, Alexandria, Virginia.
A reception with family will follow in the
parish hall.

DEATH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICE

BURKE

MICHAEL FRANCIS BURKE “Mike”
Michael Francis Burke “Mike”, of the Colling-
ton Life Care Community in Mitchellville,
MD, passed away on October 11, 2023 at
Johns Hopkins Hospital.

He is survived by his much loved wife of 47
years, Patricia (Fessler) Burke; his sisters,
Kathleen Burke DeBlassio of McMurray, PA,
Mercedes Kochara of Gallitzin, PA, and his
twin brother, Joseph Burke of Chicago, IL.

Mike has many nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by his parents James
Burke and Meltha Walther Burke, and two
brothers James and Patrick.

Mike was born on February 20,1953 and
grew up in Loretto, PA.

Mike started his professional life as a teach-
er, eventually earning an M.A. in American
Studies from the University of Connecticut.
However, Mike’s passion for protecting the
environment quickly became his life’s work.
He worked tirelessly behind the scenes as a
Congressional Aide specializing in environ-

mental and energy policies eventually be-
coming Chief of Staff. Mike spent ten years
as Government Affairs Leader with the US
EPA mid-Atlantic regional office. There he
was awarded the regions top individual
honor, and an individual national Gold Medal
for Exceptional Service. Later Mike served
as Associate Director for Government
Affairs and Communications at the EPA
Chesapeake Bay Program Office. In time he
returned to Capitol Hill as Senator Ben Car-
din’s senior environmental and energy aide
as well as Projects Director. Mike helped
draft the Harriet Tubman Underground Rail-
road National Historical Park law; and aided
in establishing the Star- Spangled Banner
National Historic Trail. He was a key player
in the Migratory Bird Conservation Act, and
the expansion of the Blackwater National
Wildlife Refuge.

Mike, along with serving on the board of
The Friends of Patuxent Research Refuge,
served on two national non-profit boards,
Senior Stewards Acting for the Environment
(SSAFE) and Democracy Matters.

Mike made friends easily and kept them
over time and distance. Some shared his
delight in birding and others his enthusiasm
for Shakespeare. His birding life list exceed-
ed 200 species and he shared his insights
and observations in his thoughtful column
“on the Wing” which he wrote monthly for
the Chesapeake Bay Journal. Mike always
seemed to have a meaningful quote from
the Bard for any occasion. He and Pat were
frequently in the audience for concerts,
plays, lectures, and regular supporters of
the many museums in and around Wash-
ington, DC.

We will celebrate Mike’s life on November
11, 2023 at 11 a.m. at the Collington Life
Care Community, Mitchellville, MD.

In lieu of flowers, please consider sending
a donation to Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

EARLEY

SHIRLEY ANN EARLEY
Shirley Ann (Titus) Earley, 89, Falls Church,
VA. passed away at her home on October
27, 2023 after an extended illness. She
was born in 1934 in Pawtucket, RI to Helen
O’Brien and Gilbert Titus. She was a grad-

uate of Trinity Washington University and
served as the long-time assistant to the
Head of School at Georgetown Visitation
Preparatory School. Shirley was preceded
in death by Dr. Joseph Earley, her husband
of 67 years and her parents. She is survived
by her three sons and their wives; Thomas
and Karen, David and Nellie, Joseph and
Laura. Shirley was the loving grandmother
to seven grandchildren; Megan, Ben, Katie,
Jack, Jacob, Annmarie and Cole. Shirley was
an avid reader who loved to travel with her
husband. She had many life-long friends and
enjoyed spending time at Deep Creek Lake,
MD, participating in various social organi-
zations and attending her grandchildren’s
activities. A visitation will be held at the
Murphy Funeral Home in Falls Church on
November 6, 2023 at 10 a.m., with funeral
services to be held at St. James Catholic
Church on November 6, 2023 at 1 p.m. with
burial to follow at St. James Cemetery. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can
be made to Vitas Healthcare, Catholic Relief
Services and Georgetown Visitation Prepa-
ratory School.

www.murphysfuneralhome.com

GRIFFITH

LEIGH GRIFFITH
“The Passthrough Partner,” hangs up his
hat; dies at 72.

James Leigh Griffith passed away on Octo-
ber 29, 2023, following an illness of recent
months. The law was Leigh’s passion. He
helped clients grow their businesses from
the start-up stage to billion-dollar corpo-
rations. Transaction-oriented businesses,
healthcare companies, private equity firms,
Limited Liability Companies (LLCs), and part-
nerships relied on his counsel to structure
their tax matters, which ranged from a few
million dollars to over a billion. Colleagues
and clients regularly turned to him for his
deep knowledge of tax at the state and
national levels as well as the intersection
of nonprofit tax law, for-profit tax law, and
healthcare regulatory law.

His background as a CPA contributed to
groundbreaking legal work, including: cre-
ation of the first LLC in Tennessee; being
named principal draftsman of the Tennes-

see LLC Act; development of the Double
Holdco LLC structure for the home health-
care industry; and participating in the first
life insurance/annuity combination securiti-
zation, recognized by the rating agencies as
a new security and a new asset class.

One of approximately 675 Fellows of the
American College of Tax Counsel and a
Founding Member of the American College
of LLC and Partnership Attorneys, Leigh
was a sought-after seminar leader. Leigh
contributed a bimonthly column, “The
Passthrough Partner,” in Taxes Magazine,
published by CCH Tax and Accounting. Leigh
has been recognized for his vast tax law
experience in The Best Lawyers in America
since 1995.

Waller’s managing partner over the last
several years noted that Leigh “was the
essence of our tax practice for more than
four decades. I always enjoyed hearing
Leigh move comfortably – in the same sen-
tence- between some intricately complex
tax-speak and a blunt colloquialism or two.
He was charming in that way. One always
had to admire his intellect, but his kindness
and gentleness is what I’ll remember most.
And of course, his hats.”

He earned a B.A., magna cum laude, from
The University of Virginia. He received his
J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School,
and an LL.M. from New York University.
Leigh joined Ernst & Young in 1977 and
joined Waller Lansden, now known as Hol-
land & Knight, in 1981. Leigh was licensed to
practice law in three boroughs of New York,
Washington, DC, and Tennessee. Leigh was a
licensed CPA in Tennessee and Mississippi.

A private family funeral is planned. In lieu of
flowers, please consider donating to a char-
ity dear to your heart.

LYNCH

HUGH LYNCH III
Hugh Lynch III of North Potomac, Maryland,
passed away on September 8, 2023, from
complications due to Alzheimer’s disease.
He was 81.
Hugh was born in Washington, DC and
raised in Bethesda, MD. He was the second
of five children born to Hugh and Barbara
Lynch, both deceased. He is survived by his
wife of 38 years, Linda, and their children,
Brendan (Abby) of Jacksonville, FL and Rea-
gan of Seattle, WA. Hugh is also survived by
his first spouse, Katy, and their children, Jen-
nifer Cury (Phil) of Jacksonville, FL and Hugh
IV (Alissa) of Seattle, WA. He leaves behind
five grandchildren, Dylan, Liam, Julia, Adam
and Charlotte. He will be missed by all in-
cluding his sister, Patricia Myers, his broth-
ers, John (Peggy) and Bob (Karen), and his
many nieces and nephews.
From an early age Hugh demonstrated
exceptional abilities both athletically and
academically. He attended Georgetown
Preparatory School where he captained
the football and tennis teams while playing
varsity basketball in the winter. If his tennis
match ended early and time permitted, he
also ran track for the Hoyas. In his senior
year he defeated Arthur Ashe in the finals
to win the Eastern Junior Tennis Champion-
ship at the West Side Tennis Club in Forest
Hills, Queens. His victory was prominently
covered by the New York Times on the front
page of its sports section.
Upon graduation, Hugh attended Princeton
University where he contributed to the ex-
traordinary success of the men’s tennis
team through his singles and doubles play.
During his four years as a Tiger, the team
was undefeated in match play winning 45
consecutive team matches. Among the
many highlights of Hugh’s tennis career was
returning to Forest Hills after his freshman

year at Princeton to compete in the 1961
U.S. Open. Hugh graduated in 1964 with a
degree in Politics, producing a thesis on the
effect of television on the 1960 Presiden-
tial election between John F. Kennedy and
Richard Nixon. His analysis was prescient,
as television quickly became a dominant
medium for electoral politics.
After completing pre-med courses in 1965
at the Catholic University of America, Hugh
was accepted to the School of Medicine at
George Washington University. He chose not
to attend, instead beginning a 40-plus-year
career as a teacher and coach in Mont-
gomery County, Maryland. Hugh took pride
in his ability to teach almost any subject at
the secondary level. He taught many history
courses at Rockville High School during the
1970’s and spent his last 20 years teaching
mostly physics at Winston Churchill High
School in Potomac. In the classroom, stu-
dents looked forward to his entertaining
style, balancing wit and self-deprecation
with expertise. Outside the classroom, Hugh
coached numerous state champions on
the tennis courts of Maryland, including his
three sons Hugh, Brendan and Reagan. For
his coaching exploits, Hugh was honored to
receive multiple Coach of the Year awards
from his peers in Montgomery County.
Perhaps the highlight of Hugh’s life for his
sister Patty and his brothers John, Tom and
Bob came in the 1961 National Father-Son
Championship held at the Edgemoor Club
in Bethesda. Hugh had honed his game at
Edgemoor—just a quick walk across the
street from his childhood home. Having
played together successfully at the national
level, Hugh and his father entered the con-
test as the fourth seed. They defeated the
top-seeded team in the semifinals and took
the court on a steaming hot Sunday in front
of their hometown fans against the second
seed, Chauncey Steele, Jr. and Chauncey III.
Each Steele stood well over six feet tall and
the pair were noted for their ferocious over-
head shots. For a good portion of the match,
the Lynches stayed on the defensive, wait-
ing until the right opportunities presented
themselves in the form of a crushing fore-
hand from his father or a slicing backhand
down the line from Hugh. To the absolute
delight of Hugh’s family and friends, the duo
defeated the Steeles and won the national
title in straight sets.
A memorial service will be held at the Chap-
el of Our Lady of Lourdes on the George-
town Preparatory School campus on Satur-
day, November 25, at 10 a.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Hugh’s mem-
ory may be made to the Cure Alzheimer’s
Fund at curealz.org.
Online condolences may be expressed at:
www.PumphreyFuneralHome.com
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BOWMAN

BERTIE H. BOWMAN
(Age 92)

Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 25, 2023. He was the longest-serving
African American Congressional staff mem-
ber on Capitol Hill with over 65 years of ser-
vice. A proponent of unconditional kindness,
he’s formed many enduring friendships
throughout his career on Capitol Hill.

By the mid - 1950’s, Bowman had estab-
lished himself as a jack-of-all trades around
the Capitol. With each step, Bowman’s “can-
do” attitude turned him into a mentor, ad-
vocate, community leader and even a pub-
lished author. Bowman held several jobs in

the U.S. Senate ultimately rising to become
the Assistant Hearing Coordinator for the
United States Senate’s Foreign Relations
Committee -- a job he loved for many years.

Mr. Bowman became a member of the
Board of Directors of the United States
Senate Federal Credit Union in 1975 which
included two terms as Board Chair. On May
9, 2019, The Board of Directors dedicated
their new national headquarters building in
his name.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Elaine
King Bowman, and daughter, Arnetta Bow-
man. He leaves to cherish his loving mem-
ory, six children, Gregory Bowman (Laura),
Charlene Bowman-Smart, Wilbert “Sal”
Bowman, Bertie “Benjie” Bowman (Nata-
sha), Gloria Tetteh and LaUanah King-Cassell
(Theodore); two brothers, Larry Bowman
(Lisa) and Jimmy Bowman (Joyce); one sis-
ter, Dorothy Floyd (Ellis); 17 grandchildren;
31 great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandchild; and a host of other relatives and
friends.

Visitation will be held from 9 a.m., until “Cel-
ebration of Life” at 11 a.m., on Tuesday, No-
vember 7, 2023, at Evangel Cathedral Heav-
en Gates Sanctuary, 13901 Central Avenue,
Upper Marlboro, MD 20774.
Live Stream: https://evangelcathedral.net/
embedded-video-of-latest-message.
Interment Lincoln Memorial Cemetery. Ser-
vices by Henry S. Washington & Sons.

DOWNEY

MORTIMER L. DOWNEY III
Mortimer L. Downey,III, transportation leg-
end, community activist, and public servant
died at the Oakton Sunrise Committee in
Fairfax , VA on November 2, 2023. Charac-
teristically, he moved himself there when
he learned he had pulmonary fibrosis six
years ago. Supported by family and friends
including the whole team at Sunrise, Mort
continued engaging in local politics, advising
on transportation, and continuing his educa-
tion with Yale til the end of his life.
While public service in transportation per-
sonified Downey’s 65 year career, Mort said
Downey said the public sector was not
“was not my original choice. I interviewed
with every bank and financial institution
that was recruiting at Yale that year and
none made an offer.That Instead Downey
joined the Port of New York (now known as
the Port of New York New Jersey), immersed
himself in the theory and the process of
management and operations.
Writing a paper on Robert Moses, Downey
gained insight into power of reading every
document – legislation, testimony, contract,
or transcript and of knitting them together
policy and programs across multiple agen-
cies and projects. He also came to under-
stand those processes need to be redefined
to address equity and accountability. It is no
surprise that paper and a course in Federal
Budgeting and Financial Management be-
came cornerstones in his 65 year career in
transportation.
Mort actually started in transportation as a
high school senior. Set to work maintenance
as a summer job, he was recommended to
take over as sailing instructor in Bermuda
for one of the faculty at Andover. Previously
mostly a dry-land experience, Mort briefed
his students and got them on the water
quickly. A tactic he employed dozens of
times with transportation leaders to be over
the years.
Born on August 9, 1936 to Mortimer L.
Downey, Jr. and Elizabeth Carlin Downey, he
grew up in Connecticut and Massachusetts.
After finishing high school as a scholarship
student at Andover Academy, he attended
Yale University receiving a B.A. in Political
Science in 1958. The exemplar of lifetime
learning Mr. Downey earned his masters de-
gree in Public Administration from New York
University and completed the Advanced
Management Program at the Harvard Busi-
ness School, and continued online courses
at Yale Alumni Program until this October.
After college, Mort moved to New York City
where he began service as an officer in the
United States Coast Guard Reserve. In 1962,
he married Joyce (1938 to 2013) and they
moved between New York, Connecticut and
Virginia over the course of their 51 years of
marriage. Mort served in a variety of trans-
portation roles including serving a record
breaking eight years as Deputy Secretary
of Transportation and Joyce worked as a
physical therapist at that time. Mort lived in
Northern Virginia for the last 31 years.
Mort led by example in his commitment to
informed public service. His curiosity and
knowledge about all things transportation
was legion. From the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey, Mort and Joyce moved
to Washington, DC in 1977 he to become the
first multi-modal transportation analyst with
the newly established U.S. House of Repre-

sentatives Committee on the Budget. Joyce
to work with In Loudoun County working
with disabled preschoolers.
From there he joined the U.S. Department
of Transportation where he became its first
Assistant Secretary for budget. He then
returned to New York where he served as
Executive Director and CFO of the New York
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA)
for 12 years. His capital programs and new
public and private financing were key to re-
building the system, extending service, and
even facilitating the opening of the 2nd Ave-
nue Subway in 2017.
For eight years, Mr. Downey held the posi-
tion of U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transpor-
tation in the Clinton Administration. As the
Department’s chief operating officer, Mr.
Downey developed the agency’s strategic
plans and had program responsibilities for
operations, regulation, and investments in
land, sea, air and space transportation. He
also served on the President’s Management
Council, Chairman of the National Science
and Technology Council’s Committee on
Technology, as a member of the Trade Pro-
motion Coordinating Council and member
of the Board of Directors of the National
Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak).
Mr. Downey led the Obama Presidential
Transition team for the Department of Trans-
portation. In 2010 the Obama administration
appointed him as the first Federal member
of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority Board and he served as the Board
Chairman during 2015, leaving the Board in
2016.
For more than two decades after leaving
DOT, Mort Downey was the go-to advisor
for public agencies including New Jersey
Transit, Metropolitan Transportation Com-
mission, Chicago Transit Authority, WMATA,
the Virginia Rail Express, Transport for Lon-
don and the Panama Canal Authority in the
transportation and infrastructure field. He
also consulted on technology and innova-
tion issues on infrastructure and automa-
tion.
His legacy includes mentoring and champi-
oning dozens of transportation leaders in
the public and private sector in the United
States and globally. He was a talent spotter
who connected people and jobs, work he
which earned him National Member of the
Year Award from the Women’s Transporta-
tion Seminar.
This fall the Eno Foundation established the
Mortimer L. Downey III Memorial Fellowship
Program, adding to his litany of awards and
recognition. This program will let former and
outgoing Deputy Secretaries help future De-
partmental COOs get a leg up in the man-
agement and governance roles of the DOT.
Among his other honors were election to the
National Academy of Public Administration
(NAPA) and recognition with the Transporta-
tion Research Board’s Frank Turner Lifetime
Achievement award, the American Society
of Public Administration’s Truitt Award for
transportation management, the W. Graham
Claytor Award for contributions to intercity
passenger rail, lifetime achievement awards
from the Eno Transportation Foundation,
American Public Transportation Association,
the Council of University Transportation
Centers, the International Leadership Award
from the Intelligent Transportation Society
of America and the National Member of the
Year Award from the Women’s Transporta-
tion Seminar.
He was predeceased by his wife Joyce, with
whom he celebrated 51 years of marriage
and his brother, Peter M. Downey. He is
survived by his two sons and their wives,
Stephen and Abby (Alenstein) Downey of
Long Island, New York and Chris and Sylvie
(Carrier) Downey of Chatham New Jersey;
five grandchildren and two step grandchil-
dren, Jonathan Downey, Michael Downey,
Alexander Downey, Addysen Downey,
Hailey Downey, Holly Langehennig, Ray-
mond Langehennig, and two nieces Caitlin
Downey of Chicago and Sarah C. Downey
Kelley, Ireland.
A memorial service will be held at a future
date. Memorial Donations may be made
Mortimer L Downey III Memorial Fellowship
at the Eno Foundation or the Coast Guard
Guard Museum or the charity of your choice.

LENAHAN

DIANE MARIE LENAHAN
Lenahan, Diane Marie, beloved wife, moth-
er, grandmother, sister and friend passed
away on October 29, 2023, at the age of 81
surrounded by the love of family and her
caregiver. Diane leaves a legacy of love and
affection for all the world, and a legendary
smile that would light up a room. She was
an educator and an active member of her
community. Diane was born and raised on
Staten Island, New York where she met and
married the love of her life, John Lenahan.
She attended Brooklyn College at the age of
16 where she was the first to graduate in
her family with a degree in Elementary Edu-
cation. In the early years of her marriage to
John, she supported him by teaching while
he attended St. John’s Law School. Eventu-
ally, the two moved to Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia where they raised their two daughters,
Suzanne and Jacqueline and resided for 48
years. She was a dedicated mother who
spent many early morning weekends taking
her daughters to horse shows and making
her delicious fried chicken and potato salad.
As a fun spirited grandmother, she thrived
on experiences versus gifts, taking the
grandchildren on trips and adventures.
For over twenty years, Diane had a suc-
cessful career with Fairfax County Public
Schools. While working full time, Diane
completed masters’ programs in education
and counseling. She started working in
the middle schools at Robinson Secondary
School where she taught and was a guid-
ance counselor. Diane later moved on to
become the Guidance Director at Bryant In-
termediate School, then on to Hayfield Sec-
ondary as the Director of Student Services
and Sub-School Principal, where she retired
in 1998. Diane had a special gift working
with young people, becoming a role model
to many who knew her. Former students
often came up to the family saying she was
their favorite or how much they loved her.
Upon retirement, Diane embarked on a new
goal in real estate, eventually opening up
her own firm, Wolf Run Realty in Clifton, Vir-
ginia as the Principal Broker. Always a peo-

ple person and good listener, Diane loved
working with her real estate clients, and
she prided herself on delivering first class
service to everyone who walked in her door.
Diane was a lifelong learner who never lost
her curiosity about the world. In her retire-
ment years, Diane relished traveling the
world with John to many places, including
Central America, South America, Europe,
Africa, and India. She trekked in Patagonia
and skied in the Alps. The two had many
wonderful adventures together and Diane
said, when it came to John, she didn’t just
marry well, she married best. Diane was
gregarious, fun loving, and she never shied
away from making herself, or others laugh.
She loved taking trips with good friends, es-
pecially her hiking trips to far flung locations
with the “Walkers and Talkers.” Diane was a
gourmet cook and hosted countless dinner
parties and large holiday gatherings at their
home in Clifton, Virginia. To Diane, every-
one was a potential friend, and she had a
reputation within the family for striking up
a conversation with a perfect stranger and
inviting her new friends to join the family for
Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner. In later
years, Diane and John enjoyed boating and
taking overnight trips on the Potomac Riv-
er with their five grandchildren. Never one
to sit still, Diane stayed active with power
walks with friends, book clubs, social clubs
and volunteer work as a docent for Gunston
Hall until her Alzheimer’s disease robbed
her of the ability to continue engaging in
these activities.
Despite the heartbreaking progression of
Alzheimers, Diane kept her sweet, jovial dis-
position to the end. She greeted everyone
with a beautiful smile and a mischievous
wink or head nod. She was a joy with ev-
eryone she came in contact with, and her
presence is profoundly missed. Diane tru-
ly leaves the world a better place. Diane is
survived by her devoted and loving husband
of 60 years, John Lenahan; her children
Suzanne (George) and Jacqueline (Chad);
and her five grandchildren Andrew, Irish,
Caroline, Anna Kate and Wyatt. She is also
survived by her sister Eileen (Kevin), brother
Jim (Ginger); and her brothers-in-law Robert
(Lee) and Michael (Helen). She was preced-
ed in death by her parents, Blanche and Jim
Costello. The family is especially grateful for
the support of Diane’s compassionate care-
givers, especially, Shelia Dantzler and also
Yolanda Wilkins. A funeral mass will be held
at St. Bridget’s Catholic Church in Richmond
VA, on November 10 at 11 a.m. followed by
a reception at Salisbury Country Club. A cel-
ebration of life memorial service and recep-
tion will be held in Northern Virginia on De-
cember 2. In lieu of flowers, please consider
a memorial donation to The Georgetown
University Medical Center Giving Memory
Disorders Program or the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. Online condolences may be offered
to the family at affinityfuneralservice.com in
Richmond, VA.
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MARLOW

KENNETH WARREN MARLOW
Kenneth Warren Marlow passed away on
Sunday, October 22, 2023, in Alexandria, Vir-
ginia at the age of 63.
Ken was born in Texas and raised in an
Air Force family, moving every few years
throughout the United States and abroad. At
an early age, his parents recognized his ar-
tistic talent, enrolling him at age 12 in an art
class at an art supply store in Dayton, Ohio.
Within months he was teaching the adults in
the class and going to art shows to sell his
works. Ken began studying with figurative
painter Danni Dawson in Arlington, Virginia
while in high school in Alexandria. At age
16, he did one of several apprenticeships
with the world-renowned portraitist Nelson
Shanks in Pennsylvania and studied drawing
with Frank Wright of George Washington
University.
Ken received a BA in History of Art from Yale
University in December 1982. During his last
year at Yale, he had an exhibition of twelve
of his paintings and charcoal drawings at
the Mississippi Museum of Art. This show
brought him critical acclaim and several por-
trait commissions and from there his career
blossomed. Upon graduation, he moved to
Jackson, Mississippi to be near his parents
where he worked on portrait commissions
and still lifes. He later moved to the Wash-
ington, DC area where he became an inte-
gral part of the Washington art community.
In 1985 Ken won the Best of Show prize in

a national competition sponsored by Ameri-
can Artist magazine. His oil self-portrait was
chosen from among 6,000 contestants and
was featured on the front page of the July
1985 issue. The charcoal drawing above is a
self-portrait from early in his career.
Among Ken’s influences were Raphaelle
Peale, Jean-Simeon Chardin, Pietro Annigo-
ni, Jan van Huysum, Giorgio Morandi and
sculptor Bruno Lucchesi. He had the honor
of being commissioned to paint portraits of
such prominent figures as former Episcopal
bishop of the United States John Allin, Judge
Robert Bork for the Bork family and Judith
Terra, wife of the U.S Ambassador-at-large
for Cultural Affairs, Daniel Terra. His shows
at the Hollis Taggart Gallery in Washington
and New York and in various other venues
over the span of his career received very fa-
vorable reviews and were usually sold out.
His works are in many important public and
private art collections and a still life painting
by Ken is in the permanent collection of the
Mississippi Museum of Art in Jackson.
Ken loved to teach and help others to hone
their artistic talent. He taught for several
years at the Torpedo Factory Art Center in
Alexandria and tutored many private stu-
dents who went on to have their own suc-
cessful careers. He was a truly gifted figura-
tive and still life artist whose paintings are
characterized by their exceptional realism
and attention to color and detail.
When he was not painting, Ken enjoyed
savoring the finest of culinary delights and
listening to music. He treasured the com-
pany and friendship of others. As his health
declined over the past several years due to
a stroke, these relationships kept his spir-
its lifted. He truly had a zest for life that we
should all emulate. His genius will live on
through the paintings and drawings that he
shared with so many of us. May he rest in
peace.
Ken is preceded in death by his parents, Col.
Louis Gene and Carolyn Flowers Marlow. He
is survived by his brother, Dr. Robert Bruce
Marlow (Linda) in Huntsville, Alabama; niec-
es Amanda Berry (Blake) and Olivia Wells
(Michael) and great-niece Emma Wells and
great-nephew Lane Wells.
No funeral is planned; a celebration of his
life may be held in the spring. In lieu of flow-
ers, Ken requested that donations be made
to the Elton John AIDS Foundation.

MUELLENBERG

KURT WILLY MUELLENBERG
Kurt Willy Muellenberg, the former Chief of
the United States Department of Justice’s
Organized Crime Section, former Chief of
the Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Section,
and former Inspector General of the General
Services Administration, died peacefully on
July 30, 2023, in Washington, D.C. He was
91 years old. Mr. Muellenberg was born on
January 6, 1932, in Jena, East Germany. When
the U.S. Army was approaching Jena in the
Spring of 1945, Mr. Muellenberg’s Comman-
dant, age 15, ordered Kurt, age 13, to join
the local Hitler Youth cadre to go fight the
Americans. Kurt’s mother countermanded
the order, perhaps, saving his life, saying: “Go
to your room. I’ve lost a husband to this war.
I’m not going to lose a son.”
When World War II ended, Jena was in the
Russian Zone and subsequently part of the
German People’s Democratic Republic, the
communist East German state. After a Rus-
sian Lieutenant informed Mr. Muellenberg,
then age 17 that he would never be permit-
ted to attend a university because of his par-
ticipation in a high school prank in the 1949
May Day parade, his mother urged him to
escape. Under cover of darkness, Mr. Muel-
lenberg and a friend sought to cross a defor-
ested heavily guarded area along American
Zone border. Mr. Muellenberg made it, but
his friend did not. Mr. Muellenberg emigrat-
ed from West Germany to the United States
in 1952. He would not see his mother, two
brothers and a sister again--all left behind in
East Germany—for decades.
In 1952 and 1953, he worked as a laborer
for Western Electric Co. in Buffalo, NY. From
1953 to 1957, he served in the United States
Air Force and was sworn in as a naturalized
United States citizen on February 12, 1954.
He began taking courses at the University of
Maryland when he was stationed at Andrews
Air Force Base and continued his education
at Maryland and at the University of Mary-
land Law School after completing his military
service. He graduated from the University
of Maryland Law School in June 1961 and

became a member of the Maryland Bar on
September 6, 1961.
In October 1961, he began working at the
General Counsel’s Office in the United States
Department of Agriculture. In February 1966,
he joined the Department of Justice where
he worked for 18 years, including working on
the Organized Crime Strike Forces in Detroit
and Cleveland. He became the Chief of the
Organized Crime Section in Washington, DC
in November 1976 and served in that posi-
tion for almost two and a half years. He was
one of the original twelve inspectors gener-
al appointed by President Jimmy Carter on
April 1, 1979, to be IG of the General Services
Administration. President Ronald Reagan
removed 16 Inspectors General, including
Mr. Muellenberg in January 1981. Mr. Muel-
lenberg then returned to the Department of
Justice to serve as the Criminal Division’s
first Senior Litigation Counsel for Internation-
al Law Enforcement stationed in Europe. In
that capacity, he assisted the terrorist inves-
tigations following the seizure of the Achille
Lauro cruise ship and a discotheque bomb-
ing in Berlin.
After retiring from the Department of Justice
in December 1987, Mr. Muellenberg served
as the Court Appointed Monitor under two
consent decrees entered in the United
States District Court for the District of New
Jersey. He served as Court Appointed Moni-
tor from 1995 until 2000 under a consent de-
cree to eliminate any organized crime influ-
ence in the Hotel Employees and Restaurant
Employees International Union and under
a second consent decree from 2000 until
2006 involving an organized crime dominat-
ed local union in the Meadowlands Sports
Complex. In 2006, Mr. Muellenberg was
nominated to receive the Henry E. Petersen
Memorial Award which is bestowed on those
who have made a lasting contribution to the
Criminal Division and exemplify character,
diligence, courage, professionalism, and tal-
ent. Mr. Muellenberg was passionate about
the law and justice, and continued to serve
on the Public Review Board of UNITE HERE
until early this year.
Mr. Muellenberg was predeceased by his
first wife, Consuelo Garcia-Quant, their mid-
dle son, Kurt D Muellenberg, as well as his
second wife Susan Pearce, with whom he
spent over 25 years traveling the world. He
is survived by his older sister Hilda, two sons,
Kenneth and Erik, as well as his three grand-
children, Kurt, Trey, and Paige.
No services are scheduled at this time.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in his memo-
ry can be made to The Yellow Ribbon Fund, a
veteran service organization supporting mili-
tary families facing medical crisis.

PRIDGEN

JAMES M. PRIDGEN “Jim”
James (Jim) M. Pridgen, a well-known travel
agent in Washington, DC died peacefully in
his husband’s arms at home on October 9,
2023 surrounded by his nephews and close
friends. The cause of death was complica-
tions from Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(ALS).
Jim was born on September 24, 1945, the
younger of two sons of N. Frank Pridgen &
Minnie Woods Pridgen. Jim grew up in Do-
than AL, which was known as the peanut
capital of the world. His father was a found-
er of Dothan’s National Peanut Festival,
which continues to this day. From an early
age Jim demonstrated an interest in art, and
studied for years with Dothan’s “Attic Paint-
ers,” enjoying some local renown in Dothan
junior art circles. He was voted “most tal-
ented” in his class when he graduated from
Dothan High School in 1963. After one
year at Birmingham’s Samford University,
he transferred to Auburn University where
he studied industrial and graphic design
and was an active member of Pi Kappa Al-
pha social fraternity. During his collegiate
summers, Jim worked at a series of national
parks around the country, his first experi-
ence at what would become his personal
and professional passion, travel. He cred-
ited these summer jobs with exposing him
to cultures outside the American south and
expanding his horizons literally and figura-
tively. After receiving his BFA from Auburn
in 1968, Jim worked as a graphic designer
in advertising, first in Nashville and then for
three years in New Orleans. He always con-
sidered his time in New Orleans as import-
ant formative years where he nurtured an
indelible love of fine food, architecture, and
historic preservation, all of which became
life-long passions.

In 1973 he moved to Washington, DC where
he decided to make a dramatic career
change and entered the travel profession,
becoming a travel agent for the next 43
years. His career as a travel agent proved
ideally suited to his social personality, his
early fascination with geography, and his
remarkable memory for names and plac-
es. He travelled extensively around the
globe (Jim estimated he had been to Europe
more than 75 times) and became a well-ap-
preciated travel consultant in Washington
political, legal, media, and cultural circles,
providing his distinguished clients with per-
sonalized travel experiences and his travel
colleagues with experienced advice.
In 1985, he met the love of his life, attorney
Arthur A Warren, who became his life-long
partner and, eventually, husband. Most of
their life together was spent in an historic
1914 town house in DC’s Kalorama neigh-
borhood which they restored and filled over
the years with a collection of antiques and
fine art. In addition to travel, one of their
other passions together was attending and
supporting theater, in particular Signature
Theatre of Arlington VA. Jim was a long-
time member of Foundry United Methodist
church and was particularly appreciative
of its music program, which he generously
supported.
Jim was a devoted uncle to his nephews,
Franklin (Amy) and Windham (Tara) Pridgen
of Atlanta and took great pride in their ac-
complishments and those of his great neph-
ews and nieces, Andrew, Alden, Ruthanna,
Mamie Carroll, Ford, and Henry. He had the
capacity for strong and deep relationships
and brought great joy to his many friends
with his wit and kindness and thoughtful
friendship. His passion for good food, nur-
tured by his mother’s skill and love of cook-
ing, inspired many great dining experiences
and enduring memories among his circle of
friends and acquaintances.
In his last year, Jim battled ALS heroically
and with incredible grace. He was an inspi-
ration to all who knew him. His candor and
bravery and continued interest in their lives
allowed his many friends to surround him
with love and admiration and tenderness.
Jim’s journey with ALS was greatly eased by
the care he received from his home health
aides, in particular Pedro Martinez who be-
came his devoted and trusted companion
through the difficult last months of his life.
Jim will be greatly missed. He is survived by
his devoted husband, his nephews and their
families, and by numerous friends.
A memorial service will be held at Foundry
UMC, 1500 16th Street NW, Washington DC
20036, at 11:30 a.m. on November 18, 2023.

POST YOUR
CONDOLENCES

Now death notices on
washingtonpost.com/obituaries allow you

to express your sympathy with greater ease.
Visit today.
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SAVAGE

JOHN BRAIDWOOD SAVAGE III
ARCHITECT AND ADVOCATE

John Savage was born on May 26, 1946 in
Grand Island, Nebraska, and died on Octo-
ber 27, 2023 from cancer. John spent most
of his life in Alexandria. After obtaining his
architecture degree from the University of
Virginia, he worked for various design firms
in the DC area. In the 80s, John opened his

own firm in Old Town Alexandria. In addition
to individual home renovation and commer-
cial projects, John designed home rehabili-
tation projects for the Alexandria Office of
Housing. He was the principal architect
for Safe Haven – a transitional housing and
supportive services program for chronical-
ly homeless individuals with mental health
issues. Through his work, John advocated
for many clients to improve the livability
and safety of existing homes and public
buildings. He also worked on projects to
rehabilitate abandoned properties in Alex-
andria, and to help Alexandria have a mix
of housing options that meet the needs of
all residents.
John is survived by his wife Norma Faddoul
Savage and son William Faddoul Savage, and
his sister Helen Savage. He loved his family
and always made time to spend with them
outside his work.
On November 6 a visitation will be held from
10 to 12 Noon, and a memorial service at 1
p.m. at Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home, 1500
W. Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA. Inter-
ment will follow at Mt. Comfort Cemetery,
6600 S Kings Hwy., Alexandria, VA.
In lieu of flowers, contributions to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society at donate.cancer.org
are appreciated.

SCALISE

RICHARD CHARLES SCALISE
(Age 78)

Passed away peacefully on November 1,
2023, with his children by his side, after a
brief illness. Born in Erie, PA, in 1945, he
moved to Washington, DC, to attend George-
town University (‘67) and then worked his
way through Catholic Law (‘70) as one of
Clyde’s first bartenders. Hospitality proved
more attractive than law, and he moved
to New York City after law school where
he tended bar at the legendary Maxwell’s
Plum. He hung up his bartending shoes in
1973 and settled back in the DC area where

he became a successful real estate attorney
who established one of the largest title com-
panies in Northern Virginia. His true passion
was horses though – which he owned and
raced at local tracks in the 1970s and 80s
and continued to follow until his passing. He
also loved cooking, helping others, and tell-
ing a good story. His big laugh, wide grin and
twinkle in the eye endeared him to friends
and strangers alike. He possessed a genuine
interest in others which was reflected in his
favorite saying, “We are all Children of God.”
He was dedicated to many worthy causes –
including So Others May Eat (SOME) and the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS) where
he was formerly the Washington, DC area
president. Spending time with family and
friends brought him the greatest joy in life
- whether attending kids’ games, going on
trips or gathering for a good meal.

Richard was predeceased by his parents
(Frank and Ann) and sister (Maria). He is
survived by his children Maria (Chris Kelly),
Nikolas (Michelle) and Anthony, and four
granddaughters (Sophia, Ava, Lyla and Tes-
sa).

Visitation will be held at 10:15 a.m. with a
Mass of Christian Burial to follow at 11 a.m.
on Friday, November 10 at St. Luke Catholic
Church in McLean, VA. In lieu of flowers, the
family respectfully requests that donations
may be made to www.some.org.

SCHNEIDER

CHARLES AYERS SCHNEIDER
Charles Ayers Schneider of Washington, DC,
the son of John Thomas and Sarah Thom-
son Schneider, passed away on Monday,
October 23, 2023 at the age of 78. Born in
New York, NY on October 3, 1945, he would
grow to become a scholar, philosopher, Navy

lieutenant, attorney at law, husband, father,
and grandfather. Charles graduated from
Vanderbilt University, then joined the US
Navy as an ensign. After a tour in Vietnam
aboard the USS Sanctuary, he returned to
Memphis, TN, where he met his future wife,
Marty. Together they enrolled in the Univer-
sity of Memphis School of Law. Charles and
Marty married on March 2, 1972. They both
graduated in the spring of 1974, and moved
to Washington, DC where they practiced law
until retirement. In retirement Charlie and his
wife were frequently found sailing in Baha-
mian waters. He is survived by his wife of 51
years, his children Christopher and Anthony,
his sister Laura, and his grandchildren Elliott
and James Blake. The family will be holding
a private celebration of Charles’s life. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests that dona-
tions to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
(https://www.stjude.org/donate) be made in
honor of Charles Ayers Schneider.

STONE

DONALD RAYMOND STONE
MARCH 6, 1938 ~ OCTOBER 30, 2023
Resided in Oakton and Fairfax, Virginia

Donald Raymond Stone died on October 30,
2023, at age 85. He was the son of Donald
M. Stone and June (Graffenberger) Stone
and grew up in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Don
attended the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son where he competed as a collegiate div-
er and earned degrees that were conferred
with honors by the College of Letters and

Science (in physics) and the Law School. He
initially practiced patent law in Minneapolis,
then joined Medtronic, a medical device
company, holding both legal and corporate
positions. In 1987, Don and family moved to
the Washington, DC area where he engaged
in the private practice of law and focused
on medical device matters. Don enjoyed
the arts, travel, nature, and photography. He
was an active volunteer in his church and
community, filling roles that ranged from
leadership positions with his church and
several charities to a meal preparer for a
local daytime drop in homeless shelter. He
is survived by his wife of 61 years, Doro-
thy (Tetzlaff) Stone; sons Randall and Brian
Stone and their families; and his sister, Lynn
Lang. He was dearly loved by his grandchil-
dren: Maddy, Peter, Anna, Cate, and Teddy.
A Celebration of Don’s Life will be held on
Saturday, November 11, at 11 a.m. at the
Episcopal Church of the Holy Comforter, 543
Beulah Rd. NE, Vienna, VA. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made to the Church
of the Holy Comforter General Endowment
Fund (https://onrealm.org/ChurchTheHoly-
Co74330/-/form/give/now) or the University
of Wisconsin Foundation’s Donald R. Stone
L&S Dean’s Discretionary Fund (https://
secure.supportuw.org/give/). Online guest
book available at:

www.moneyandking.com

SWISHER

SUE COLMAN JONES SWISHER
Sue Colman Jones Swisher once described
her life as “unremarkable,” but she was re-
markable to those who knew, admired and
loved her. Her achievements, like for many
women of her generation, were as a wife,
mother, and community builder. While on
the introverted side, she drew people to
her with her kindness, empathy, and quick,
sardonic wit. Her quiet demeanor belied a
strong will which she applied to the issues
she felt mattered most.
The daughter of Edward (Ned) and Edna
Jones, she was raised in Rowayton and
Wilton, CT, was co-valedictorian of her

graduating class at Staples High School in
Westport, and received a bachelor’s degree
in physics from Bryn Mawr College. She
moved to Washington, DC in 1960 for a job
programming “the” computer at the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund.
She followed her early interest in Quakerism
and became involved in the Friends Meeting
of Washington, where she met her husband,
Clem Swisher. After the pre-school years of
her two children, she began a series of jobs
keeping books for various nonprofit organi-
zations. Sue never retired; she just stopped
getting paid for her nonprofit work, most re-
cently for Meals on Wheels of Northern Vir-
ginia and the Lantern Bookshop in George-
town. She was also involved for many years
with the League of Women Voters of Arling-
ton County.
Sue passed away Sunday October 29, 2023
as a result of cancer, at age 85, attended by
family members and embraced by her com-
munity at Goodwin House Bailey’s Cross-
roads her home in Fairfax County, VA for the
last 15 years. She is survived by her brother
Joel Jones of Wilton, CT, son Carl Swish-
er (and wife Rhonda) of Wildwood, MO,
daughter Janet Swisher (and husband Jason
Rosenblum) of Austin, TX, several grandchil-
dren, and a great-grandchild. There will be
a memorial gathering in the near future at
Goodwin House, Falls Church, VA. Memorial
gifts may be made to Meals on Wheels of
Northern Virginia (https://mealsonwheelsar-
lington.com/donate/).

WELLS

ALLISON DEANS WELLS
“Al” (Age 93)

Allison “Al” Deans Wells of Ashburn, VA
passed away peacefully on October 26,
2023. Born on February 2, 1930, in Wilson,
NC, Al was a beloved and husband, father
and grandfather.
After graduating from Duke University, he
served in the US Army during the Korean
War. He later returned to Duke for a Mas-
ters degree where he met his wife Margaret

across the street in the nursing dorm. They
made their home in Virginia where Al taught
Chemistry at Washington and Lee High
School, Woodson High School and Robinson
Secondary School. He enjoyed coaching the
Cross Country teams at Woodson and Rob-
inson.
When he wasn’t enlightening young minds,
Al could be found perfecting his swing on
the golf course, cheering on the Redskins
and Duke Blue Devils or simply basking in
the joy of being a doting grandparent. He
had a zest for life that was infectious and
a sense of humor that could light up any
room.
In the game of life, Al had an unbeatable
team by his side. He leaves behind his ador-
ing wife of 67 years, Margaret Wells, his chil-
dren, Allyson Wells Bakewell (Hughes) of Bir-
mingham, MI, Brenda Wells Crafton of Oak
Hill, VA, and Sylvia Wells Chmelko (Mark) of
Manassas, VA, and eight grandchildren who
were his pride and joy.
Al was preceded in death by his brother,
William Miles Wells, and his parents, Ruth
Deans and William Miles Wells.
Although Al’s journey has come to an end,
his memory will forever be cherished. A cel-
ebration of his life will be held on November
11, at 11 a.m. at Fairfax United Methodist
Church, where he was a member and usher
for many years.
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INMEMORIAM

COLEMAN

CHARLES E. COLEMAN SR.
October 12, 1960 – November 10, 2016
Beloved husband of Belinda Coleman;
loving and dedicated father of Ashlyn M.
and Charles E. Coleman, II; cherished son
of the late Virgie and Isham Coleman, Sr.;
loving brother of Beverly Harris (Michael),
Denise Woolfolk (Joe) and Isham Coleman,
Jr.; relatives, and dear friend of so many
others. On this, the seventh-year anniver-
sary of your transition, we pause to honor
you. We love you. We miss you physical-
ly but we feel your presence every day.
You live in us as we continue your legacy.
With Endless Love,Belinda, Ashlyn,

Charles II

DEATH NOTICE

BURNS

BERNARD JEROME BURNS
On Saturday, October 7, 2023, Bernard
Jerome Burns, entered into eternal rest
with his family by his side. Survived by his
wife of 55 years, Joyce Burns; his daugh-
ter DeJuan Burns; his grandson DeMar
Burns; his granddaughter Te’yJah Oliver,
his great-granddaughter, Kali Joy Burns; his
brother, Howard W. Stone, Jr. and a host of
other loving family and friends. Family and
friends are invited to celebrate the life of
Bernard Burns, on Thursday, November 9
at First Baptist Church of Highland Park,
6801 Sheriff Road, Landover, MD 20785.
Visitation is 10 a.m. until time of the Cele-
bration of Life at 11 a.m. Interment Lincoln
Memorial Cemetery, 4001 Suitland Rd.,
Suitland, MD 20746.

DEATH NOTICE

BRUSNAHAN

FUNERAL CHAPELFUNERAL CHAPEL

GERALDINE ALEXANDER BRUSNAHAN
(Age 94)

Geraldine (Gerri) Brusnahan (nee Alexander),
age 94, died peacefully in the company of
family and her extraordinary caregivers at
the Fairfax Reminiscence Neighborhood
on October 20, 2023. Born in Youngstown,
Ohio on July 29, 1929, she and her parents
moved to Washington, DC in the late 1930’s.
She met a dashing young insurance agent
in the late 1940’s and they were married on

September 29,1951. She raised four chil-
dren who were her pride and joy. Mom was
a gifted teacher, dance instructor and cook.
She owned and operated a dance studio for
several years in Centreville, Virginia. Mom
was born to Samuel M. Alexander (formerly
Salvatore D’Alessandro) and Melvina Alex-
ander (nee Cuccarese), both deceased. Her
loving husband of 69 years, Norman J. Brus-
nahan, predeceased her in 2021. She is sur-
vived by her adoring children, Kreig Brusna-
han, Kevin (Renee) Brusnahan, Roger (Mari)
Brusnahan and Diane (Ken) Robinson. She
is also survived by her loving grandchildren,
Dr. Anthony (Haley) Brusnahan, Marissa (Sal)
Cancellieri, Casey Brusnahan, Megan Brus-
nahan, Lindsey (Andy) Adams, Kristen (Mat-
thew) Smith and Michelle (Dr. Michael) Gow-
en, as well as her great-grandchildren, Ava,
Briella, Kate, Ben, Bo, Evie and Spencer. The
family will gather privately to say goodbye
with a Memorial Mass on December 2, 2023,
with interment immediately thereafter at
Mount Comfort Cemetery, Alexandria, VA.
Arrangements by Jefferson Funeral Chapel.

CARNDUFF

MARGARET COX CARNDUFF
Margaret Cox Carnduff, 78, passed peaceful-
ly October 10, 2023 after a steady decline
with dementia and various other ailments.
Extended family and friends adored both
her and her attitude of doing whatever she
wanted without regard to what others may
think about it. The family appreciates the
compassionate care and expertise of the
hospice team at the Adler Center of Capi-
tal Caring Hospice. A native Washingtonian,
Margaret was born April 26, 1945 in Wash-
ington, DC, the youngest of three children of
Arthur Rhodes Carnduff and Virginia Truxton
Glazebrook and was raised in Bethesda,
MD, less than one block from the DC line.
From her classical education at the Ma-
deira School she could still recite sonnets
in full, a feat which amazed everyone. She
could craft a custom limerick lickety-split
to elicit a good hearty laugh from anyone
lucky enough to be near her. A competitive
horseback rider and graduate of Converse
College, she could also speak fluent French
from her studies at the Sorbonne. She en-

joyed duplicate bridge and challenges with
her doubles tennis partner, Wimbledon
champion Pauline Betz Addie. Margaret had
lived in her beloved Gainesville, VA, for 50
years where she was an integral part of
the close-knit community on the Catharpin
Strip. She was an independent, confident,
gregarious woman and after winning the
national sales award for over a decade
while employed by Frieden-Alcatel, she
retired in her 50’s to play her guitar, sit on
her screened porch and enjoy her pond,
pool and pets. In retirement she golfed
on every day with a name ending in “day”,
was always accompanied by her genuine
Goose Dog on the golf course, was an avid
tennis player and had season tickets to her
beloved Redskins. Margaret was a decent
downhill skier until she floundered on an
expert double-black-diamond vertical slope
called Moment of Truth. A lover of bluegrass
music, she was a regular on Saturday nights
at the stupendous Old Lucketts School-
house. Her 4th of July parties with bushels
of crabs are treasured memories. Marga-
ret is survived by her sister Ginger Frazer
French of Jacksonville, FL, her brother Wil-
liam Carnduff (Peg) of Wellfleet, MA; her
beloved nieces, The A’s – Alison Carnduff
(Vince Tompkins), Ashley Frazer Sperling
(John Mezzanotte) and Amie Frazer Day
(Greg); great nieces/nephews, Julia, Dan-
iel and Lucy Tompkins; Decker, Laurel and
Cameron Day; Allie Grace Sperling; cousins,
Margie Johnson Orrick, Alan Martin Johnson
III and multiple other cousins. Inurnment is
Saturday, December 9 at 9:30 a.m. in Oak
Hill Cemetery,Washington, DC followed by a
12 noon celebration of her life at her home.
Condolence messages can be left at Pierce
Funeral Home https://www.piercefh.com/
obituaries/. In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Prince William County Hu-
mane Society via https://www.pwhumane.
org/donate then selecting Honor/Memorial
in Margaret’s name.

FANNON

MARY CATHERINE FANNON
(Age 27)

Catherine passed away suddenly in her
sleep on October 30, 2023. She was born
on January 20, 1996 to Jack and Kelly Fan-
non and resided in Alexandria, Virginia her
entire life. She is survived by her parents,
her loving siblings, Kristen Fannon, Matthew
Fannon, Jake Fannon and his wife Kristyna,

her niece Emerson, and many aunts, uncles
and cousins.

Catherine graduated from West Potomac
High School where she played basketball
and lacrosse. She attended East Carolina
University graduating with a bachelor de-
gree in Sociology. She was working as an
enhanced autism teacher at Belle View
Elementary School in Fairfax County while
working on her Masters in Special Education
from George Mason University.

Catherine was a light in the life of many
young people she taught and coached. She
loved to share her talent for baking with
family, friends and coworkers. She was also
an avid sports fan but especially enjoyed
watching and cheering on the Washington
Nationals, the East Carolina Pirates, and the
University of Virginia Cavaliers.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at the
Basilica of St. Mary in Alexandria on Monday,
November 6 at 10:30 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion to the American Diabetes Association in
memory of Catherine.

www.everlywheatley.com

DEATH NOTICE

COX

JAMES WELDON COX
James Weldon Cox, transitioned peace-
fully at his home on Tuesday, October 24,
2023. He leaves a legacy of love to his
devoted wife Velma; his daughters, Steph-
anie Cox and Carolyn Cox Duncan(Scott);
grandaughter, Brianna Lily Duncan (his
pride and joy!), special daughters, Vesta
Wilds Huggins(Ronnie) and Goulda Downer,
and a host of other family and friends.

Viewing will be held on Wednesday, No-
vember 8, 2023 at the Fifteenth Street
Presbyterian Church, 1701 15th St. NW,
Washington, DC 20009 at 9:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by A Celebration of life service at
10:30 a.m. Interment, Rock Creek Ceme-
tery.

www.mcguire-services.com

FLEURY

ALICE FLYNN FLEURY
November 1, 2023, Alice Flynn Fleury of
Chevy Chase, MD, predeceased by her
husband, Albert F. and her son, Albert F.
Jr. (Mimi). She is survived by Thomas A.
(Peggy), Paul R. (Mary), Alice Marie (Ed-
die), Mary Ellen (Mark), Margie F. (Tom),
John (Martha), 21 grandchildren and 31
great-grandchildren.

Family will receive friends at Church of the
Little Flower, 5607 Massachusetts Avenue,
Bethesda, MD on Friday, November 10,
2023 with visitation at 9 a.m. followed by
a Mass of Christian Burial at 10 a.m. Inter-
ment will follow at St. Aloysius Cemetery
in Leonardtown, MD. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may be made to the
Albert Fenwick Fleury, Sr. Family Endowed
Scholarship Fund at The Georgetown Uni-
versity School of Medicine. Please visit Mrs.
Fleury’s memorial page at josephgawlers.
com for donations link information.

DEATH NOTICE

GORDON

KATHLEEN GORDON
Dr. Kathleen Gordon passed away peace-
fully on Monday, October 23, 2023 at her
home in Grasonville, MD. Born in Beau-
mont, TX, she graduated in 1967 from the
University of Texas and 1975 from Howard
University School of Medicine. Survived by
husband, Keith Robinson; children, Jennifer
Wood and John Press. Viewing at 10:30
a.m.; Mass at 12 noon; Tuesday, November
7, 2023 at Saint Augustine Catholic Church;
15th and V Streets NW, Washington, DC
20009. Interment Private. Arrangements
by McGuire.

www.mcguire-services.com

MOTT

DR. DAVID RAY MOTT
Dr. David Ray Mott passed away unexpect-
edly on October 26, 2023 at his home in
Burke, VA. A memorial service will be held
at Fairfax Memorial Funeral Home, 9902
Braddock Road, Fairfax, VA at 1 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 7, 2023 with a recep-
tion to follow. Information and obituary can
be found at

www.fmfh.com

DEATH NOTICE

HOLDEN

SALLIE HOLDEN
A longtime Washington area resident, Sallie
P. C. Holden, 95, passed away on October
23, 2023 in Alexandria, VA. Sallie was born
in Winthrop, MA on December 14, 1927

to Helen (Silsbee) and MG Albert Pierson.
She graduated from Woodrow Wilson High
School and Holton Arms Junior College,
Washington, DC, and Cameron University,
Lawton, OK. Sallie was predeceased by her
husbands LT Hervé P. Cauchon, USN; COL
Robert N. Hulley, USA; and CAPT William H.
Holden, Jr. USN. She is survived by her chil-
dren; Albert Hulley (Sue), Paul Hulley (Rhon-
da), Kathy Hulley, Margaret Cronin (Tom)
and Bob Hulley (Julie); and stepchildren Bill
Holden (Lisa), Chris Holden (Barbara), Sarah
Defnet (Mike), and Peter Holden, 25 grand-
children and seven great-grandchildren.
Sallie was a warm, engaging person who
made special friends everywhere she went.
She will be remembered at a Celebration of
Life at The View, 5000 Fairbanks Ave., Alex-
andria, VA, on November 11, at 11 a.m. Sallie
will be buried in Arlington National Ceme-
tery next to husband Bill at a later date.
Please consider a donation to your favorite
charity in Sallie’s memory.
https://www.everlywheatley.com/trib-

utes/Sallie-Holden

HUFF

ROBERT LEE HUFF (Age 83)
Robert Lee Huff a member of ST Mary’s
Catholic Church old town, passed on to be
with our Lord October 28, 2023. May God
grant that he rest in the sleep of Peace and
may Light Perpetual shine upon him.

Robert was born March 25, 1940 to Betty
and G. Russell Huff in Wenatchee, Washing-
ton. He spent 25 years before retiring in
the US Army as a lieutenant colonel, then
continued to serve as a civil servant for 25
more years, finally retiring in 2015. In his life
the best and most proud title he had was
grandpa.
Robert was preceded in death by his wife
Isabel of 40 years. He is survived by his
daughter Karen Grube, Mike Grube and
granddaughter Stephanie Grube, his son
Karinus Huff, Amanda Huff, and grandchil-
dren: Hannah Krywonis, Leland Krywonis,
and Karinus Huff, Jr., his stepdaughter Bon-
nie Dupuis and grandchildren; Garret, Griffin,
and Sydney Hughes.
Friends welcome on Friday, November 10
from 6 to 8 p.m. at Demaine Funeral Home,
520 S. Washington St, Alexandria. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be celebrated on Satur-
day, November 11 at 10:30 a.m. at St. Ag-
nes Catholic Church, 1910 N. Randolph St,
Arlington. Burial at a later date at Arlington
National Cemetery.

www.demainefuneralhomes.com

ROBINSON

AVIS COLLINS ROBINSON
The artist, environmentalist,
collector and advocate Avis
Collins Robinson passed away
on Saturday, October 28, 2023.
She is survived by her husband
of 45 years, Eugene Robinson;

her sons, Aaron and Lowell; her grandchil-
dren, Alice and Malcolm; her daughter-in-
law, Maureen; her sister, Kirsten; her foster
brothers, Harold and Donald Miles; loving
nieces and nephews; and an indelible legacy
of creativity and compassion.

Avis was born on July 26, 1953, in Baltimore,
MD, the daughter of Annie Ruth (nee Brown)
and Edward Rhodes Collins. She graduated
from the Academy of the Holy Cross in 1971
and received her B.A. from the University
of Maryland in 1974. She later earned two
master’s degrees, the first from Golden Gate
University and the second, an M.P.A., from
Harvard University in 1988.

Avis had three stellar careers. She worked
for more than 20 years at the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, where she did
early work on climate change, coordinated
with governments in Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa and advocated for environmental
justice. In 2003, she left the EPA to devote
all of her energies to Washington Metro-
politan Scholars, an non-profit organization
she founded to connect 50 of the nation’s
leading universities with low-income,

high-achieving minority students in the
Washington, DC, Metropolitan Area. Through
Avis’s tireless efforts, WMS provided col-
lege access and financial aid to more than
1,000 young men and women. During these
phases of her life, Avis also assembled a
large and important collection of African
American historical artifacts and docu-
ments. Items she donated are on display at
the Smithsonian National Museum of Afri-
can American History and Culture.

In her deepest essence, however, Avis was
always an artist. Her talent and skill could no
longer be held back, and in 2008 she began
pouring all of her time and effort into paint-
ing and fabric art. She received validation
a year later when her portrait of Abraham
Lincoln was chosen as the single iconic
representation of the great president in the
newly renovated lobby of Ford’s Theatre,
where Lincoln was slain. Wider recognition
quickly followed. She had a residency and
two one-woman shows of paintings and
abstract quilted fabric works at the Studios
of Key West in Florida. In 2022, she had a
one-woman show at the Columbus Muse-
um of Art in Ohio. The National Gallery of Art
has acquired one of her fabric pieces, “Black
Hands Moving Colors,” for its collection.
The Foundation for Art and Preservation in
Embassies has permanently installed Avis’s
quilted works at the U.S. Mission to the Unit-
ed Nations in New York, the U.S. Embassy
in London and the U.S. Embassy in Moscow.
FAPE recently commissioned Avis to create
eight major fabric pieces for the planned
new U.S. Embassy in Hanoi — and has
pledged that the project will be completed,
and Avis’s vision realized, according to her
designs. At the time of her death, Avis was
also completing a project for The Washing-
ton Post in which she created new quilted
fabric pieces, and wrote accompanying es-
says, to herald the four seasons.

Funeral services will be held Saturday, No-
vember 11, at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church, 12319 New Hampshire Ave., Silver
Spring, MD., 20904. Visitation will be from
10 to 11 a.m., followed by Mass of Christian
Burial at 11 a.m. Private interment will be at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery on Monday, No-
vember 13.

www.collinsfuneralhome.com

DEATH NOTICE

PORTER

CL PORTER
7/29/1943 - 10/23/2023

The world lost a bright light when CL Por-
ter, 80, of La Plata, Maryland, passed away
on Monday, October 23, 2023.
CL Porter was an extremely successful
real estate broker, licensed in Maryland,
DC and Virginia. She managed offices for
several well known companies in her 45
plus years in the field. In 2001, she and her
future husband, Ron, bought Re/Max Colo-
nial Homes, Inc.
In 2013, she went to her first Art Retreat
with her daughter where her creativity
was sparked. She made lasting friendships
with a network of people who shared her
wild creative streak. Art became a staple
in her life and helped her heal the tragic
loss of her son to cancer in 2018. In 2019
her daughter opened a shop selling local
artwork and handmade goods where CL’s
work was shared with a larger audience.
See her work at www.secondhandlioness.
com
Her family is arranging a Celebration of Life
in the Spring of 2024 and will be posted
at the link below. See her complete obit-
uary at www.arehartechols.com/obituary/
CL-Porter

SIMMS

DEACON CHARLES SIMMS
On October 27, 2023, devoted husband
of Joyce Simms; loving father Lisa Marie
(Chris) Bell and Donna (James) Tyree; six
grandchildren, four great-grandchildren,
two sisters, Bernice Parker and SharonWil-
liams; one son-in-law, Scott Welcher; and
many other relatives and friends and his
Mt Pleasant Baptist Church family. Visita-
tion Thursday, November 9, from 9 a.m. to
hour of service 11 a.m. at the Mt. Pleasant
Baptst Church, 215 Rhode Island NW. Inter-
ment Lincoln Memorial Cemetery. Services
by Bianchi.

DEATH NOTICE

RUSSELL

GORDON F. RUSSELL
Gordon F. Russell, of Carroll Valley, PA and
formerly New Carrollton, MD, passed away
peacefully on October 27, 2023, in Chevy
Chase, MD. He was 84.
The son of a Presbyterian minister and the
second of four sons, Gordon was born to
Richard and Dorothy Russell on October 11,
1939, in London Ontario. The family moved
frequently in his early years, eventual-
ly settling in Illinois and then Iowa, where
he attended Lincoln High School, in Des
Moines, IA. Upon graduation from HS, Gor-
don attended Coe College in Cedar Rapids,
IA, where he excelled in academics and
athletics. He was a member of Tau Kappa
Epsilon (TKE) fraternity, Sachem (men’s ac-
ademic honor society), and he participated
in track and field as a sprinter. It was at Coe
where Gordon met his beloved Barbara (née
Finger, Coe ‘61). Gordon graduated from Coe
in 1961 with a B.A. in History. He and Barba-
ra were married in August of 1961 in May-
wood, IL before moving to Maryland so that
Gordon could attend graduate school at the
University of Maryland, College Park, MD.
At the University of Maryland, he received
a master’s degree in American History in
1964, and then pursued Ph.D. work from
1966-1967. During his time at the University,
he was a teaching assistant and part-time
instructor of American History and was
elected to Phi Alpha Theta, the National His-
tory Honor Society. It was also during this
time Gordon became a diehard fan of the
Maryland Terrapins Men’s basketball team,
buying season tickets, and attending many
games over the course of the next several
decades; living and dying by the Terps NCAA
tournament performances.
Following graduation from University of
Maryland, Gordon began his teaching ca-
reer at High Point High School, in Beltsville,
MD, where he taught Advanced Placement
US History from 1966 until his retirement
in 1995. The perfect blend of teacher and
scholar, Gordon was very well respected
by his students and members of the Social

Studies department for his incredible knowl-
edge of US History. He also became a men-
tor to many Prince George’s County Public
School teachers who taught AP US History.
Gordon’s students received many accolades
over the years including having eleven stu-
dents named as Outstanding Student His-
torian by The United States Capitol Histor-
ical Society. Gordon, himself, also received
several awards during his teaching career
including The Outstanding Teacher/Historian
of the Washington, DC Metro Area by The
United States Capitol Historical Society, Out-
standing Teacher in Prince George’s County
by the PG County Chamber of Commerce,
and Resolutions of Commendation from
both the Maryland State Legislature and
the Maryland State Senate for Excellence in
Teaching of American History.
Following a much-deserved retirement,
Gordon and his wife settled in Carroll Val-
ley, PA, just outside Gettysburg, PA, where
his family had spent many long weekends
exploring the battlefields. There, they be-
came active members of the Lower Marsh
Creek Presbyterian Church, where Gordon
was also a Deacon. Gordon was an active
and committed volunteer with the Gettys-
burg Soup Kitchen and the Fairfield/Carroll
Valley Meals on Wheels program for over
20 years. Living in Pennsylvania also helped
forge Gordon’s love of the area’s many ap-
ple orchards; he and Barbara even building
their new retirement home in an old apple
orchard. Naturally, Gordon became an apple
expert, and they became his calling card,
always gifting baskets of his favorite, often
obscure heirloom varieties, to his friends
and family regularly throughout the season.
Gordon was predeceased by his parents, his
beloved wife, Barbara Ann (Finger) Russell
and his dear brother, Don Russell. He is sur-
vived by brothers, Stanley Russell and Paul
(Mary) Russell, sister-in-law Gina Sarcone
Russell; daughter, Shannon (Joe) Bowman
of Highlands, NC and son, Shawn (Imelda)
Russell of Chevy Chase, MD; as well as two
wonderful grandchildren, Rian and Camer-
on, niece, Kathryn Russell (Greg Boyington)
and great-nephews, Sam and Miles.
A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m.
on December 2, 2023 at Lower Marsh Creek
Presbyterian Church, 1865 Knoxlyn Road,
Gettysburg, PA. A private graveside service
and interment will be at the church cem-
etery at a later date. Friends may call at
the church following the service. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations may be made
to Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church
Cemetery Restoration Fund, 1865 Knoxlyn
Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325 or to the Human
Rights Campaign, 1640 Rhode Island Avenue
NW,Washington, DC 20036.
Gordon will be missed beyond measure by
his family, friends, and teaching colleagues.
He was a very good man, a wonderful father
and grandfather, a brilliant educator and his-
torian, and a lover of all sports…and apples.
He loved the apples. May he rest in peace.

TILLER

OLIVE TILLER
Olive M. Tiller passed away on July 23, 2023,
in Cranberry Township, PA, at age 102.

Olive was born in St. Paul, MN, on December
13, 1920, to Otto and Myrtle Foerster. She
graduated from St. Paul Central High School
at 15 and entered the University of Minneso-
ta to study chemical engineering. After be-
ing told by an advisor that as a woman she
would not be employable in that field, she
graduated at 19 with a mathematics degree.

Olive married Carl W. Tiller in June 1940,
shortly after her college graduation. They
moved to the Washington, DC, area in 1942
when Carl took a position at the federal Bu-
reau of the Budget. Among many communi-
ty involvements, Olive served on the Prince
George’s County Human Relations Commis-
sion. She worked at the Kendall Demonstra-
tion Elementary School and became profi-
cient in American Sign Language.

Olive and Carl were longtime leaders in
Calvary Baptist Church in Washington, and
also in the American Baptist denomina-
tion, which Olive served as vice president
in 1976-77. Olive and Carl were the 1991
co-recipients of the Dahlberg Peace Award,
conferred by the American Baptist Church-
es USA, in recognition of their peacemaking
work around the globe.

In 1978, they moved to Teaneck, NJ, and Ol-
ive took a position with the National Coun-
cil of Churches in New York City. She also
served as a volunteer NGO representative to
the United Nations during this time. In 1989,
they moved to Sherwood Oaks retirement

community near Pittsburgh, PA.

Olive once stated that her four passions in
life were “racial equality, peace and non-vi-
olence, ecumenism and baseball.” She
participated in many civil rights demon-
strations and peace actions, including the
1963 March on Washington and the 1965
Selma march. She and Carl visited the So-
viet Union on peace missions four different
times. Olive traveled with a bridge-building
group of Church Women United throughout
Africa, and, near the end of the VietnamWar,
was in a small peacemaking delegation to
Southeast Asia with other World Council of
Churches representatives. She was arrested
at the embassy of South Africa when pro-
testing that nation’s apartheid laws.

After Carl died in 1991, she undertook ser-
vice projects in Malawi, Croatia, and Tan-
zania. A school dormitory in rural Tanzania
is named for her. She also went to clown
school and a new persona, Bubbles the
Clown, was born.

Olive found love again late in life and was
married to Ed Alo in December 2001. To-
gether they led the computer center at
Sherwood Oaks and enjoyed several trips
abroad.

Throughout her long life, Olive served as
an example to all who knew her. She was
sweet, kind, generous, and gentle but pas-
sionate in her fight for justice and equality,
and relentless in the quest for peace. Along
with instilling and modeling her values, she
also passed on her great love of baseball to
those around her.

Olive was preceded in death by her hus-
bands, Carl Tiller and Ed Alo; her beloved
sister, Dorothy Reader, and a stepson. She
is survived by her son and daughter-in-law,
Robert and Elaine Tiller; daughter Jeanne
Peterson; “adopted daughter” Carol Thom-
ason; three stepchildren, five grandchil-
dren, seven step-grandchildren, and 11
great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at 1:30 p.m.
on November 11, 2023, at Sherwood Oaks
retirement community in Cranberry Town-
ship, PA.

Contributions in her memory can be made
to the Southern Poverty Law Center (https://
www.splcenter.org) or to the Sherwood
Oaks Scholarship Fund (100 Norman Drive,
Cranberry Twsp, PA 16066).

TUCCI

MARY CATHARINE TUCCI
Mary Catherine Tucci (Ulam), age 73, of Wil-
liamsburg, Virginia passed away onWednes-
day, September 20, 2023. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Thomas and Mary
Ulam; and her husband, Robert L. Tucci.

Mary graduated with an associate’s degree
from Mt. Aloysius College in Pennsylvania.
She retired from the Central Intelligence
Agency as an Administrative Assistant.

She loved spending time in the garden, shar-
ing her knowledge as a Master Gardner with
friends and neighbors. She enjoyed water
aerobics and participating in annual multiple
sclerosis walks to raise money for research,
and was an active member of St. Olaf Cath-
olic Church. Mary and Robert loved to throw
parties during the holidays, favorites being
Mardi Gras and Halloween. They also loved
attending The College of William & Mary
football and basketball games.

Mary is survived by her daughter, Christine
Ann Christmas (John); grandchildren, Patrick
(11) and Andrew (8); siblings, Thomas Ulam
(Joan), Margaret Edmunds (Thomas), James
Ulam (Lisa), and Patrick Ulam (Luce); and
many nieces and nephews.

A visitation for Mary and Robert Tucci will be
held Saturday, November 11, 2023, from 10
a.m. to 11 a.m. at St. Olaf Catholic Church,
104 Norge Lane, Williamsburg, Virginia, fol-
lowed by a funeral mass at 11 a.m. A private
interment will be held for the family.

In lieu of flowers, please make memorial
contributions in Mary Tucci’s name to the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, https://
secure.nationalmssociety.org/. Online con-
dolences may be shared at

www.nelsenwilliamsburg.com

VOSBECK

ELIZABETH JUST VOSBECK
MAY 24, 1925 – OCTOBER 6, 2023

Elizabeth, known as Betty to all, passed
away peacefully in her sleep of natural caus-
es at the age of 98 on October 6, 2023. She
was born in Mankato, Minnesota on May 24,
1925 to Frederick William and Beneta John-
son Just.

Betty graduated from Mankato High School
and The University of Minnesota with a
Bachelor of Business Administration De-
gree. While at the University, she dated and
became engaged to Bill Vosbeck who was in
Architectural School there. They married on
August 2, 1947. They settled in Alexandria,
VA, with their four children, after moving to
Quantico, VA when Bill was in the Marine

Corp.

Always having a special interest in science,
Betty enrolled at GeorgeWashington Univer-
sity where she received a Master of Science
Degree in Anatomy in 1965 and a Doctorate
of Philosophy in Human Genetics in 1975.
At George Washington University, she be-
came a lab embryologist and genetics re-
searcher. She also became the Lab Director
of Chromosome Analysis at the Reproduc-
tive Genetic Center in Mclean, VA.

Betty was an active member of the DAR,
helping to restore the Jones Point Light-
house on the Potomac River in Alexandria,
VA. Her hobbies included playing bridge and
golf, genealogy, astronomy, and her cats.

Betty was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Bill, and her three sons, Jon, Fred, and
James. She is survived by her daughters,
Lee Hagan of Alexandria, VA, Lynn Kunkel
of St. Augustine, FL, and daughter-in-law
Bibi Vosbeck of Alexandria, VA. There are six
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren
who will miss “Nono’s” positive attitude,
love of animals, and beautiful blue eyes.

Betty’s memorial service will be held at
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church at 2001
Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria, VA 22306
on December 9, 2023 at 11 a.m. After the
memorial service, a reception will be held at
the church. In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made in memory of Betty Vosbeck to the
Agape Reservoir in care of Mount Vernon
Presbyterian Church at the above address.
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NATIONAL Today Tomorrow

High

Low

Normal

Record high

Record low

 National Dulles BWI

 National Dulles BWI

Today’s tides  (High tides in Bold)

WORLD Today Tomorrow

Sources: AccuWeather.com; US Army Centralized 
Allergen Extract Lab (pollen data); airnow.gov (air 
quality data); National Weather Service

* AccuWeather's RealFeel Temperature® 
combines over a dozen factors for an accurate 
measure of how the conditions really “feel.”

Key: s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, r-rain, 
sh- showers, t-thunderstorms, sf-snow flurries, 
sn-snow, i-ice

Solar systemMoon Phases

NATION

OFFICIAL RECORD

Rise Set 

REGION

Past 24 hours

Total this month

Normal

Total this year

Normal
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Virginia Beach

Kitty Hawk
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Temperatures

Precipitation

for the 48 contiguous states excludes Antarctica

Yesterday's National

71° 1:48 p.m.
41° 6:59 a.m.
62°/45°
84° 1974
26° 1879

71° 2:47 p.m.
30° 7:12 a.m.
61°/39°
81° 2003
21° 1966

71° 1:12 p.m.
33° 6:12 a.m.
62°/40°
83° 1974
22° 1951

Washington  1:07 a.m.  8:27 a.m.  1:59 p.m.  8:22 p.m.

Annapolis  5:14 a.m. 10:23 a.m.  4:42 p.m. 11:39 p.m.

Ocean City  1:37 a.m.  6:44 a.m.  1:13 p.m.  7:55 p.m.

Norfolk  2:46 a.m.  8:48 a.m.  3:03 p.m.  9:54 p.m.

Point Lookout  1:43 a.m.  6:57 a.m. 12:33 p.m.  7:33 p.m.

69° 45° 65° 56° 72° 52° 64° 52° 72° 52° 62° 44°

 Sun 6:39 a.m. 5:03 p.m.
 Moon 11:52 p.m. 1:44 p.m.
 Venus 2:50 a.m. 3:10 p.m.
 Mars 7:00 a.m. 5:13 p.m.
 Jupiter 4:56 p.m. 6:32 a.m.
 Saturn 2:04 p.m. 12:45 a.m.

Nov 5
Last 
Quarter

Nov 13
New

Nov 20
First 
Quarter

Nov 27
Full

0.00"
0.00"
0.42"
26.74"
35.92"
 
 

0.00"
Trace
0.44"
26.54"
37.25"
 
 

0.00"
Trace
0.45"
32.30"
38.61"

Blue Ridge: Today, partly sunny. High 53 to 57. Winds 
northwest 7–14 mph. Tonight, mainly clear. Low 40 to 44. 
Winds west–northwest 6–12 mph. Monday, partly sunny. 
High 49 to 59. Winds southwest 7–14 mph. Tuesday, partly 
sunny. High 57 to 62.

Atlantic beaches: Today, partly sunny. High 65 to 69. 
Winds north–northeast 6–12 mph. Tonight, mostly clear. 
Low 45 to 51. Winds north 6–12 mph. Monday, mostly 
sunny; great day to be outside. High 60 to 66. Winds east 
6–12 mph. Tuesday, clouds, limited sun.

Pollen: Moderate
Grass Low 
Trees Low 
Weeds Low 
Mold Moderate 

UV: Moderate
3 out of 11+

Air Quality: Moderate
Dominant cause: Ozone

72/43

68/50

66/51

68/44

68/43

64/47

70/42

74/44

71/37

67/54

67/56

66/39 68/43

65/41

54/33 69/45
57°

59°

60°

65°

Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, partly sunny. Wind 
northwest 6–12 knots. Waves less than a foot. Visibility unrestricted. 
• Lower Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, partly sunny. Wind 
northwest 6–12 knots. Waves 1–2 feet on the Lower Potomac and 
the Chesapeake Bay.• River Stages: The stage at Little Falls will be 
around 2.50 feet today, with no change of 2.50 Monday. Flood stage 
at Little Falls is 10 feet.

Albany, NY 58/35/c 54/46/pc
Albuquerque 73/46/s 76/46/s
Anchorage 34/25/sn 32/23/sn
Atlanta 74/48/s 75/53/s
Austin 80/60/c 81/62/pc
Baltimore 70/42/pc 65/55/pc
Billings, MT 60/36/r 58/38/pc
Birmingham 76/47/s 78/54/s
Bismarck, ND 51/36/r 46/33/pc
Boise 62/48/sh 56/39/c
Boston 59/43/c 51/48/pc
Buffalo 50/39/c 58/51/c
Burlington, VT 49/35/c 48/45/c
Charleston, SC 77/46/s 77/50/pc
Charleston, WV 65/37/pc 70/55/pc
Charlotte 74/44/s 72/47/s
Cheyenne, WY 70/39/c 63/40/c
Chicago 61/52/c 66/44/pc
Cincinnati 60/41/pc 70/55/pc
Cleveland 55/41/c 64/50/c
Dallas 79/62/pc 81/64/s
Denver 76/43/pc 72/45/pc

Des Moines 65/53/pc 66/43/pc
Detroit 54/42/c 62/47/c
El Paso 82/52/pc 86/52/s
Fairbanks, AK 23/15/c 21/15/c
Fargo, ND 51/38/c 44/29/c
Hartford, CT 61/36/c 55/45/pc
Honolulu 87/75/pc 86/73/sh
Houston 81/62/pc 83/67/pc
Indianapolis 61/44/pc 67/51/c
Jackson, MS 82/50/s 85/55/pc
Jacksonville, FL 78/44/s 79/52/pc
Kansas City, MO 68/56/pc 69/55/pc
Las Vegas 79/55/s 81/58/pc
Little Rock 77/55/s 81/59/pc
Los Angeles 79/55/pc 74/56/pc
Louisville 66/45/pc 75/60/c
Memphis 76/54/s 81/60/pc
Miami 85/70/sh 85/71/s
Milwaukee 59/51/c 66/42/sh
Minneapolis 56/47/c 52/34/c
Nashville 72/46/s 78/56/pc
New Orleans 80/57/s 79/62/pc
New York City 64/44/pc 57/50/pc
Norfolk 68/50/pc 66/54/pc

Oklahoma City 73/56/s 77/57/s
Omaha 66/47/pc 66/44/pc
Orlando 80/56/s 84/61/s
Philadelphia 68/43/pc 62/53/pc
Phoenix 93/63/s 92/63/s
Pittsburgh 59/37/pc 64/56/pc
Portland, ME 56/32/c 46/40/c
Portland, OR 58/52/r 57/48/r
Providence, RI 62/39/c 54/47/pc
Raleigh, NC 74/44/s 74/49/pc
Reno, NV 67/46/c 58/35/r
Richmond 72/43/pc 69/52/pc
Sacramento 73/59/c 69/45/pc
St. Louis 69/58/pc 77/58/pc
St. Thomas, VI 88/78/pc 87/79/pc
Salt Lake City 66/50/c 63/43/c
San Diego 74/56/pc 72/57/pc
San Francisco 68/59/c 67/54/c
San Juan, PR 90/77/t 90/78/sh
Seattle 57/48/r 55/47/r
Spokane, WA 52/41/c 50/36/r
Syracuse 52/37/c 56/51/c
Tampa 81/56/s 83/62/s
Wichita 71/52/pc 73/47/pc

Addis Ababa 71/52/pc 74/49/pc
Amsterdam 54/48/sh 53/45/r
Athens 76/64/s 79/58/s
Auckland 68/53/pc 67/51/sh
Baghdad 85/60/s 86/61/s
Bangkok 93/80/t 93/79/c
Beijing 55/39/pc 51/32/pc
Berlin 56/49/sh 55/46/sh
Bogota 67/51/sh 67/50/r
Brussels 53/47/sh 54/46/pc
Buenos Aires 74/61/pc 74/65/s
Cairo 89/67/s 89/68/s
Caracas 79/65/t 78/65/t
Copenhagen 51/47/c 52/46/pc
Dakar 89/78/s 91/79/pc
Dublin 52/43/pc 51/42/s
Edinburgh 50/39/pc 51/42/pc
Frankfurt 54/48/r 54/47/c
Geneva 52/43/r 52/44/r
Ham., Bermuda 78/72/t 77/70/t
Helsinki 47/41/c 45/38/sh
Ho Chi Minh City 91/77/t 92/75/t
Hong Kong 88/77/pc 88/74/pc

Islamabad 81/55/pc 81/57/pc
Istanbul 74/66/s 75/62/s
Jerusalem 82/58/s 81/59/s
Johannesburg 80/59/s 84/59/pc
Kabul 68/48/c 68/47/pc
Kingston, Jam. 89/78/sh 90/78/c
Kolkata 91/74/pc 90/70/pc
Kyiv 59/48/c 58/44/s
Lagos 90/77/c 89/77/sh
Lima 70/64/c 72/64/c
Lisbon 65/51/pc 63/51/s
London 56/44/pc 55/41/s
Madrid 57/43/pc 55/38/s
Manila 91/79/t 91/79/t
Mexico City 77/48/s 80/53/pc
Montreal 46/29/sh 45/42/c
Moscow 56/43/r 51/46/r
Mumbai 99/80/s 98/80/pc
Nairobi 74/61/t 76/62/t
New Delhi 87/64/pc 86/63/pc
Oslo 42/39/r 43/36/r
Ottawa 44/25/sh 44/39/r
Paris 58/47/c 56/44/sh
Prague 53/47/c 54/43/pc

Rio de Janeiro 79/69/c 77/69/pc
Riyadh 89/65/s 90/67/s
Rome 72/61/sh 71/61/sh
San Salvador 81/70/t 83/69/t
Santiago 75/48/s 72/49/pc
Sarajevo 62/43/r 63/46/pc
Seoul 67/60/r 65/37/r
Shanghai 88/57/sh 66/44/pc
Singapore 90/78/t 91/78/t
Stockholm 46/41/c 46/38/c
Sydney 65/60/r 70/59/pc
Taipei City 92/74/s 90/68/c
Tehran 67/53/s 70/55/s
Tokyo 75/64/c 77/70/r
Toronto 49/41/c 54/48/r
Vienna 56/46/r 60/44/s
Warsaw 53/46/r 54/44/pc

Today
Partly sunny

Monday
Partly sunny

Tuesday
Mostly cloudy

Wednesday
Mostly cloudy

Thursday
Mostly cloudy

Friday
Rain

Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu

Statistics through 5 p.m. Saturday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (National): this month: –5.8° yr. to date: +1.7°

High: Palm Springs, CA 89°
Low: Hibbing, MN 8°

World
High: Marble Bar, Australia 109°
Low: Toko, Russia –35°

Weather map features for noon today.

WIND: NW 6–12 mph

HUMIDITY: Moderate

CHNCE PRECIP: 5%

FEELS*: 69°

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 65°

SSE 6–12 mph

Moderate

0%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 71°

WSW 6–12 mph

Moderate

10%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 63°

E 7–14 mph

Moderate

20%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 70°

NW 6–12 mph

Moderate

15%

W:

H:

P:

FEELS: 64°

NNE 4–8 mph

Moderate

65%

A touch of warmer fall weather
Sunshine rules once any lingering 
morning clouds diminish. Despite 
the cold front, it’ll probably be a 
touch warmer than Saturday, with 
highs mainly in the mid-60s. Winds 

are a bit fresh from the northwest, blowing 
around 10 mph with gusts near 20 mph in the 
afternoon. As night falls, mainly clear skies 
persist as winds diminish. Lows should settle 
mainly into the upper 30s and low 40s, and in the 
mid-40s in urban spots or near the bay.
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CoLLege FootbaLL

georgia rumbles past Missouri, and washington stays
perfect after a shootout with southern california. d2-3

oN the NFL

as the raiders begin anew, ex-washington linebacker
antonio pierce gets a shot, Jason la canfora writes. d5

hoCkey

the caps grab a rare early lead and don’t waste it as
they post the 1,000th home win in franchise history. d9

1 ohio state 35 12 Missouri 21 purdue 13 4 florida st. 24 5 washington 52 california 19 23 kansas st. 30 14 lsu 28 9 oklahoma 24 Virginia tech 3 georgia tech 45 navy 18
rutgers 16 2 georgia 30 3 Michigan 41 pittsburgh 7 20 usc 42 6 oregon 63 7 texas 33 8 alabama 42 22 okla. state 27 13 louisville 34 Virginia 17 temple 32

Bonnie stoll. But there is a story
within a story in the film, which
debuted on netflix on Friday: the
partnership of two women
frustrated by a Hollywood
culture that permits so few
dynamic roles for mature women
and who do something about it.
When “nyad” began filming in a
233-by-233-foot tank of water off
the coast of the Dominican
Republic in April 2022, Bening
showed up on set for a “safety”
rehearsal with stunt doubles —
whom she promptly rendered
bystanders. she knifed into the
water and glided the length of
the tank, swimming 70 yards
with elite-quality strokes that
barely rippled the water. “We
were all jaw-dropped,” Chin says.
Chin, a fabled extreme athlete

himself who has scaled peaks,
skied Mount everest and grew
up swimming competitively, had
not known until that moment
how committed Bening was in
preparing for the role. “We
weren’t sure how far she was
willing to take it,” he says. They
left Bening alone during

see JenkInS On d9

There are two foes
in the film
“nyad”: nature
and age. It is no
spoiler to say that
Annette Bening
and Jodie Foster
achieve a
conquest over

those opponents, not in some
trite, scripted or airbrushed way
but with the sinews and cartilage
of real athletes. every now and
then a cultural moment comes
along that exposes how severely
and artificially we continue to
limit the conceptual range of
female ideals, and the
cannonball biceps of these
actresses in their 60s constitute
a significant one. sun-scorched,
straw-haired, scored with
tendons, they are glorious.
“nyad,” directed by husband

and wife Jimmy Chin and
elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi of
“Free solo” fame, is a biopic of
marathon swimmer Diana nyad
during her 110-mile open water
journey from Cuba to Florida in
2013 at 64 with the help of her
closest friend and trainer,

Bening and Foster shatter
the limits of age in ‘Nyad’

Sally
Jenkins

BY GENE WANG

A season that began with
championship aspirations spi-
raled further into free fall satur-
day when the Maryland football
team lost, 51-15, to visiting Penn
state, leaving the Terrapins still
in need of another win to secure
bowl eligibility amid a slide that
entered its second month.
In dropping a fourth consecu-

tive game, the Terrapins (5-4, 2-4
Big Ten) finished with minus-49
yards rushing, committed four
turnovers, yielded six sacks and
never came close to threatening
at seCU stadium, where mostly
nittany Lions faithful clad in
white remained in the twilight to
witness the closing minutes.
“They were able to have their

way with us today,” Maryland
Coach Michael Locksley said af-
ter his team’s most lopsided
result of the year. “Obviously, we

see maRyLand On d4

Nittany Lions send the Terps to fourth straight loss

Julia nikhinson for the washington post

“they are as advertised, but I don’t think they’re 51-15 better,” michael Locksley said of Penn State.

Penn State 51,
Maryland 15

Maryland at Nebraska
saturday, noon, peacock

BY ADAM KILGORE

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The six
super Bowl banners are pinned to
thewallof thesouthendofGillette
stadium, directly in the sightline
from the entrance under the light-
house. They intend to demon-
strate themajesty of theneweng-
land Patriots. They hang there
now as vestiges of a bygone sea-
son, like brown leaves falling in
Massachusetts autumn.
so much of what made the Pa-

triots a dynastic force for 20 years

remains in plain sight. Bill
Belichick stalks the sideline in a
hoodie. The roster is dotted with
players who contributed to Lom-
bardi Trophy wins. The stadium
walls aredecoratedwith imagesof
recent glories. It is enough to
make one believe the Patriots’ ex-
cellence exists in the present
tense. “In teams past and this
team, there’s no big difference at
all,” defensive lineman Lawrence
Guy said.
Outside the environs of the

see PatRIotS On d7

Belichick’s empire has fallen.
Can he pick up the pieces?

BY NICKI JHABVALA

When Washington selected
Chase Youngwith the second pick
in the2020draft, CoachRonRive-
ra and the team’s personnel staff,
then led by Kyle smith, believed
he was the right guy for what the
teamneededat the time.Theyhad
a young, developing quarterback
in Dwayne Haskins, and Young
was regarded by most analysts to
be the best player in his class.

“It’d have been very hard to
convince me that somebody else
would be as impactful as the guy
we drafted,” Rivera said then.
Young was a Pro Bowl pick and

the nFL’s defensive rookie of the
year in 2020, but he missed 23
games over the next three seasons
because of injuries. When he was
healthy, his impact was notable
yet inconsistent, and Washing-
ton’s starting line of four former

see commandeRS On d7

aNaLysIs

Plunges from grace
Poor roster-building has kept
Commanders from taking off

Commanders at Patriots: 1 p.m., fox | Inside: Montez sweat gets a hefty contract extension from the bears. d5

BY STEVEN GOFF

The U.s. women’s national soc-
cer team has turned to emma
Hayes, a longtime english coach,
to improve its fortunes after the
worst World Cup performance in
the program’s acclaimed history.
Hayes, who has guided Chel-

sea to four consecutive Women’s
super League championships,
agreed to a long-term contract
and is awaiting approval from
the U.s. soccer Federation’s
board of directors, four people
familiar with the deal said satur-
day. An emergency board meet-
ing was called, one person said.
The U.s. players were in-

formed of the decision in an
email saturday, two people famil-
iar with the situation said. The
UssF declined to comment.
Chelsea announced saturday

that Hayes would depart the club
at the end of the season “to
pursue a new opportunity out-
side of the WsL and club foot-
ball.” It did not specify her next
job. In the announcement, Hayes
did not comment on her future.
Chelsea’s season, however,

does not end until May, a timeta-
ble that conflicts with the U.s.
team’s preparations for the Paris
Olympics in July and August. It is
unclear how the arrangement
will work over the next six
months, during which time the
Americans will have three train-
ing camps and several matches,
including the regional champi-
onship, known as the ConcacafW
Gold Cup, in early 2024.
In the email to the players, the

UssF said Hayes would oversee
the four tuneups between late
May and early July leading up to
the Olympics, one person said.
Hayes’s potential salary is un-

clear. some board members
could demand the UssF pay
Hayes the same as men’s coach
Gregg Berhalter, whose $1.6 mil-
lion salary dwarfed that of the
former women’s coach, Vlatko
Andonovski (about $450,000).
While the women’s players have
successfully earned equal pay
and working conditions as the
men, the enormous gap in coach-
ing salaries has remained.
The equalizer and Backheeled

reported early saturday that the
see SocceR On d10

U.S. to hire
Chelsea’s
Hayes as
its coach
English import inherits
women’s team in midst
of major transition

photos by John Mcdonnell and Jonathan newton/the washington post

Ron Rivera has had control over Washington’s personnel since he was hired in 2020, and whiffs on draft picks, trades and free agent signings have held his team back.
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television anD raDio
nfl
9:30 a.m. Kansas City vs. Miami » nFl network
1 p.m. Washington at new england » Wttg (ch. 5), WBFF (ch. 45), WBIg (100.3 Fm)
1 p.m. seattle at baltimore » WUsA (ch. 9), WJZ (ch. 13), WBAl (1090 Am), 

WBAl (101.5 Fm)
4:25 p.m. Dallas at philadelphia » Wttg (ch. 5), WBFF (ch. 45)
8:20 p.m. buffalo at Cincinnati » Wrc (ch. 4), WBAl (ch. 11)

nHl
7 p.m. new Jersey at Chicago » nhl network

aUto raCing
noon formula one: brazilian grand prix » Espn2
3 p.m. nasCar Cup series: Championship » Wrc (ch. 4), WBAl (ch. 11)

golf
5:30 a.m. Challenge tour: grand final, final round » golf channel
noon pga tour Champions: timbertech Championship, final round » 

golf channel
3 p.m. pga tour: World Wide technology Championship, final round » 

golf channel

soCCer
7 a.m. french ligue 1: Metz at olympique lyonnais » beIn sports
9 a.m. french ligue 1: reims at nantes » beIn sports
9 a.m. english premier league: aston villa at nottingham forest » UsA network
11 a.m. french ligue 1: brest at Monaco » beIn sports
11:30 a.m. english premier league: liverpool at luton town » UsA network
2:45 p.m. french ligue 1: rennes at nice » beIn sports
2:45 p.m. italian serie a: Juventus at fiorentina » cBs sports network
7 p.m. nWsl, semifinal: gotham fC at portland » cBs sports network
7:30 p.m. Mls playoffs first round, game 2: los angeles fC at vancouver » 

Fox sports 1
9:30 p.m. nWsl, semifinal: ol reign at san Diego » cBs sports network

tennis
6 a.m. atp: paris Masters, doubles final » tennis channel
9 a.m. atp: paris Masters, singles final » tennis channel
4:30 p.m. Wta finals, singles and doubles finals » tennis channel

WoMen’s basKetball
6 p.m. exhibition: United states vs. tennessee » sEc network

rUnning
8 a.m. new york City Marathon » Espn2

professional volleyball
9:30 p.m. athletes Unlimited: team Hentz vs. team edmond » EspnU

College fielD HoCKey
noon big ten, final: Maryland vs. northwestern » Big ten network

Men’s College soCCer toUrnaMents
2 p.m. aCC, quarterfinal: syracuse at virginia » Acc network 
4 p.m. aCC, quarterfinal: north Carolina at Wake forest » Acc network
6 p.m. aCC, quarterfinal: Duke at Clemson » Acc network
8 p.m. aCC, quarterfinal: louisville at notre Dame  »Acc network

WoMen’s College soCCer toUrnaMents
noon aCC, final: Clemson vs. florida state » EspnU
noon patriot, final: bucknell at army » cBs sports network
1:30 p.m. big east, final: georgetown vs. Xavier » Fox sports 1
2 p.m. american athletic, final: sMU vs. Memphis » EspnU
2 p.m. big ten, final: iowa vs. Wisconsin » Big ten network
2 p.m. seC, final: georgia vs. arkansas » sEc network

WoMen’s College volleyball
noon Mississippi at south Carolina » sEc network
3 p.m. Kentucky at florida » Espn
4 p.m. auburn at texas a&M » sEc network

soCCer

Man. city wins big, 
moves into first place

Jeremy Doku scored one goal 
and helped create another four as 
defending champion Manchester 
City routed visiting 
Bournemouth, 6-1, on Saturday to 
move to the top of the English 
Premier League.

The win came at a cost as star 
striker Erling Haaland was 
substituted at halftime after 
twisting his ankle.

Elsewhere, host Newcastle 
handed Arsenal its first league 
loss of the season, 1-0, on 
Anthony Gordon’s goal in the 
64th minute that survived a long 
video review.

In London, Bruno Fernandes 
scored a stoppage-time goal to 
earn Manchester United a 1-0 win 
over Fulham. . . . 

 Aaron Boupendza scored the 
equalizer in the second half and 
FC Cincinnati eliminated the New 
York Red Bulls, 8-7, in a 10-round 
penalty-kick shootout after the 
two clubs played to a 1-1 draw in 
an MLS playoff game in Harrison, 
N.J.

tennis
Top-ranked Novak Djokovic 

was made to fight for more than 
three hours by Andrey Rublev in 
their semifinal match before 
earning the right to play for a 
record-extending seventh title at 
the Paris Masters.

Djokovic overcame a slow start 
to rally past his Russian 
opponent, 5-7, 7-6 (7-3), 7-5, and 
maintain his perfect record in the 
semifinals at the indoor 
tournament. In the other 
semifinal, Grigor Dimitrov 
outlasted Stefanos Tsitsipas, 6-3, 
6-7 (7-1), 7-6 (7-3). . . .

In Cancún, Mexico, Jessica 
Pegula outplayed U.S. Open 
winner Coco Gauff, 6-2, 6-1, at the 
WTA finals to reach the title 
match at the season-ending 
championship.

The second semifinal between 
No. 1  Aryna Sabalenka and No. 2 
Iga Swiatek was suspended until 
Sunday because of rain. Action 
was halted with Swiatek leading 
two games to one.

baseball
The Chicago White Sox 

declined their $14 million option 
for next season on two-time all-
star shortstop Tim Anderson and 
bought him out for $1 million.

Anderson, 30, led the majors 
with a .335 batting average in 
2019 and made all-star teams in 
2021 and 2022 but was dogged by 
injuries the past two years. . . .

Joey Votto’s $20 million option 
for 2024 was declined by the 
Reds, making the first baseman a 
free agent and probably ending 

his career with Cincinnati after 
17 seasons.

Votto will get a $7 million 
buyout, completing a contract 
that guaranteed $251.5 million 
over 12 seasons. Votto, 40, hit .202 
with 14 homers and 38 RBI in 
65 games this season. . . .

Chicago Cubs right-hander 
Marcus Stroman, 32, opted out 
of the final year of his contract, 
giving up a $21 million salary for 
2024. . . .

The Milwaukee Brewers traded 
veteran outfielder Mark Canha 
to the Detroit Tigers.

The Brewers acquired minor 
league pitcher Blake Holub in the 
deal. Canha, 34, hit .287 with five 
homers and 33 RBI in 50 games 
after Milwaukee acquired him 
from the Mets at the trade 
deadline. . . .

The Los Angeles Angels 
declined a $9 million option on 
infielder Eduardo Escobar and a 
$7.5 million option on left-hander 
Aaron Loup. . . .

Third baseman Justin Turner 
declined his $13.4 million player 
option with Boston, and the Red 
Sox turned down their $11 million 
option on right-hander Corey 
Kluber.

aUto raCing
William Byron will start from 

the pole Sunday at Phoenix 
Raceway in Avondale, Ariz., 
trying to win his first NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series championship.

Byron, of Hendrick 
Motorsports, turned a lap at 
132.597 mph in his Chevrolet in 
qualifying to earn the top starting 
spot. Byron edged Martin Truex 
Jr. for the pole. Truex went 
132.509 mph in his Toyota.

On Saturday night in Avondale, 
Cole Custer pulled away from 
Justin Allgaier during a two-lap 
overtime shootout to win his first 
NASCAR Xfinity Series 
championship.

golf
In Los Cabos, Mexico, Matt 

Kuchar blew a big lead with a late 
collapse at the World Wide 
Technology Championship, 
leaving him tied with Camilo 
Villegas with a round left.

Both enter the final round at 
19-under par, one shot better than 
Erik van Rooyen. . . .

 Shiho Kuwaki and Nasa 
Hataoka each shot a 6-under-par 
66 to sit atop the leader board 
with a one-stroke lead after the 
third round of the LPGA’s Japan 
Classic in Omitama.

MisC.
Argentina continued its 

dominance in women’s field 
hockey at the Pan American 
games, winning its eighth gold 
medal with a 2-1 win over the 
United States in Santiago, Chile.

— From news services

Digest

BY CHUCK CULPEPPER

aTHENS, Ga. — When they gab 
later on in the living rooms and 
the barrooms about this 2023-24 
season when Georgia either won 
its third straight national title or 
did not quite win its third 
straight national title, they’re 
going to have to include the play 
that gave this invulnerable for-
tress of a stadium the kind of 
great-big boom that can sprout 
out of doubt.

They’re going to have to relish 
again the play that turned No. 2 
Georgia’s 30-21 win over No. 12 
Missouri on Saturday, the play 
that took those rare little shrieks 
of insecurity from the usual 
92,746 at Sanford Stadium and 
replaced them with an outpour-
ing tinged with relief. Luckily, 
they will get to dwell on a play 
that ranks among beloved Ameri-
can phenomena, an interception 
return by a 320-pound lineman, 
an act always cherished in a 
country that eats a lot and re-
veres the antics of those football 
players who have eaten a lot.

They will have to mention the 
sparkling personality of 6-foot-3, 
320-pound senior Nazir Stack-
house from Stone Mountain near 
Atlanta, and they will have to 
giggle at how Stackhouse said 
Georgia speed trackers on the 
sideline had gauged him at 17 or 
18 mph because they will have to 
recount Coach Kirby Smart’s re-
action to that.

“No chance,” Smart barked.
He did have a caveat.
Stackhouse might “hit 18 miles 

an hour on a bike or a car.”
Nobody will remember — or 

nobody should remember — how 
Stackhouse’s 44-yard intercep-
tion return to the Missouri 
 5-yard line with 7:46 left actually 
got called back by a chop-block 
penalty, not that the roarers 
gathered around the famed hedg-
es seemed to mind. That’s be-
cause what that play did was foil 
Missouri as it nibbled at a mere 
27-21 deficit and nibbled near 
midfield. It became the game’s 
first turnover, and it set up 
freshman Peyton Woodring’s 
 48-yard field goal for a 30-21 lead 
and kept alive so many things.

Those would include Georgia’s 
winning streak (up to 26), its 
regular season winning streak 
(up to 36), its home winning 
streak (up to a program-record-
tying 24), and its gaudy overall 
record since that unthinkable 
loss to underling Florida in early 
November 2020 (42-1). It got 
Georgia to 9-0 in a curious game 
in which it outgained Missouri 
only 385-363, a game in which 

Missouri (7-2) dared to fiddle 
with Georgian nerve endings 
with hellish defensive lineman 
Darius Robinson, fleet quarter-
back Brady Cook and badass 
kicker Harrison Mevis, that dude 
who hit the game-winning 
 61-yarder against Kansas State. It 
got Georgia to 9-0 and still 
vibrant for a fourth College Foot-
ball Playoff bid even in a game 
after which Smart went to shake 
hands with fourth-year Missouri 
coach Eli Drinkwitz and gave 
that half-shake of the head of a 
coach who feels grateful to with-
stand a struggle.

“Eli does a great job,” Smart 
said. “That team’s hard to play.”

It’s hard to play for a second 
straight year, after it threw the 
biggest regular season puzzle 
into Georgia’s 15-0 campaign last 
year in Columbia, Mo., where 
Missouri led 16-6 at halftime and 
22-12 early in the fourth quarter 
before fading, 26-22. 

If fans want to be fair the way 
fans occasionally do, they will 
have to mention in those future 
discussions how Missouri had 
become quite an opponent, even 
as that program probably most 
omitted when people sit up on 
beery nights trying to name all 
14 SEC teams.

The Bulldogs of 2022 needed 
the deep savvy of Stetson Ben-
nett-steered drives of 75 and 
68 yards that night, then the 
Bulldogs of 2023 needed some-
thing more whiplashing. They 
needed Stackhouse to grab a 
strange little soft pass toward 
nowhere in particular from Cook 
on a first down from midfield, 
almost as if it squirted out, and 

they needed Stackhouse to ven-
ture out to the right sideline with 
the ball in his left hand, make a 
slight left turn toward glory and 
churn, churn, churn, going just a 
little bit James Harrison.

“He threw it right in my 
hands,” Stackhouse would say. 
“It’s a dream come true for a 
defensive lineman. Obviously I 
didn’t score the touchdown” — 
and at this point he stopped to 
laugh — as “my legs get really 
heavy. It’s exciting for the first 
couple of seconds, and then, you 
know, when you’re on that stride 
and your body starts saying, ‘I 
don’t think you’re going to get it,’ 
you might as well tuck the ball 
in.”

In the last flurry of unexpected 
activity, Missouri offensive line-
man Cam’Ron Johnson lunged 
from behind and tripped up 
Stackhouse, not that it mattered 
once the penalty was called and 
not that the penalty mattered 
when set against the fresh joy.

“Man,” Smart said of the play.
“Biggest play of the game,” 

Smart said.
“We told him after the game 

we had to get the piano off his 
back,” Smart said. “He thought he 
was going to score and didn’t 
realize how he had to run.”

What it all but ensured wasn’t 
the latest escape for Georgia, 
because Georgia with Bennett 
gone and Carson Beck at quarter-
back hasn’t really had to make 
what you would fairly call es-
capes. It has made plays to win 
the close games that have come 
along here and there — 24-14 
over South Carolina after leading 
17-14 after three quarters, 27-20 

over Auburn after 17-17 after 
three quarters, 30-21 here after 
Missouri painted a nine-play, 
 75-yard drive that lessened its 
deficit from 24-13 to 24-21 with 
12:50 left. That drive had Cook’s 
long roll and fling to Mookie 
Cooper on a third and 10, Cook’s 
pretty throw deep sideline to 
Mekhi Miller between defenders 
for 23 yards, Cody Schrader with 
a 12-yard touchdown run around 
the left edge as part of his 
112 rushing yards and the muf-
fled but recognizable sounds of 
slight worry on premises of the 
mascot, Uga.

Georgia might not have 
wowed this year by unreasonable 
standards of wowing, and it’s 
pretty easy to pick at if you’re 
studying it too closely, and its 
schedule hasn’t been as gutsy as 
that of Ohio State, and it strug-
gles without the injured Brock 
Bowers who had aimed to over-
take the world from the position 
of tight end (much as has Travis 
Kelce). Still, it’s right there 
around the top with a full tank of 
victory know-how now stream-
ing across the seasons. “They 
don’t get a lot of stupid penal-
ties,” Smart said of his 12th-least-
penalized team in the land. “And 
they believe in each other. They 
believe if they don’t win the last 
moment, they’ll win the next 
moment, and if you win enough 
moments . . .”

If you win enough moments, 
some of them might even entail 
320-pound men running free and 
a crowd unable to hide its glee at 
the same, the kind of glee re-
membered easily in living rooms 
and barrooms.

 Bulldogs’ big man makes biggest play 
georgia 30, 
Missouri 21

toDD kIrklAnD/gEtty ImAgEs

 Defensive tackle Nazir Stackhouse’s  interception secured No. 2 Georgia’s win over No. 12 Missouri.

BY GARY B. GRAVES

LOUISVILLE — Senior Isaac Guer-
endo rushed for career highs of 
146 yards and three touchdowns, 
Jawhar Jordan and Jadon Thomp-
son also scored, and Louisville 
shut down Virginia Tech in a 34-3 
rout Saturday.

The showdown for second 
place steadily became one-sided 
as the Cardinals (8-1, 5-1 ACC, 
No. 13 College Football Playoff ) 
moved closer to a berth in the 
conference championship in their 
first season under Jeff Brohm. 
Their relentless defense didn’t al-
low a touchdown for the second 
consecutive week and held the 
Hokies (4-5, 3-2) to just 140 yards 
overall, creating chances that 
Guerendo quickly turned into 
scores.

The Wisconsin graduate trans-
fer rushed for touchdowns of 39, 
12 and 36 yards among 11 carries 
that included explosive runs of 27 
and 20 yards. Guerendo shot 
through big holes each time, twice 
leaping over diving defenders on 
the way to the end zone. He went 
airborne on another score to key 
Louisville’s run-based attack that 
totaled 231 of its 382 yards. A 
holding penalty nullified his 
 60-yard touchdown run that 
could have put it out of reach 
early, though he took care of that 
after halftime.

Considering Jordan was a 
game-time decision because of a 
nagging hamstring injury while 
wide receiver Jamari Thrash and 
cornerback Jarvis Brownlee sat 
out with injuries, the Cardinals 
needed everybody to fill voids.

“We had two key players out, 
and we were able to still get the job 
done,” said Guerendo, who topped 
his previous career best of 
114 yards on 12 carries against 
Maryland nearly a year ago. “So I 

think that just goes to show we 
have a deep team. We have other 
players that can make plays.”

Jordan rushed for the Cardi-
nals’ first touchdown from one 
yard on the way to finishing with 
57 on 14 attempts. Thompson 
scored on a 37-yard reception to 
make it 21-3 midway through the 
third quarter as he hauled in a 
pinpoint throw from Jack Plum-
mer across the middle, shook his 
defender and was gone. It was the 
first Louisville touchdown for the 
junior Cincinnati transfer, who 
was among several Cardinals 
players that helped right a flipped 
vehicle after a Sept. 21 accident 
just outside their L&N Stadium 
home field.

John Love’s 44-yard field goal 
as the first half ended got Virginia 

Tech on the scoreboard, but there 
was little else against a Cardinals 
defense that entered the contest 
as the ACC’s second best in yards 
allowed (303.4), with the Hokies 
next (316.0).

Three of the Hokies’ first five 
possessions totaled negative yard-
age.

Louisville established its pres-
ence quickly, sacking mobile 
quarterback Kyron Drones for a 
10-yard loss on the first snap and 
dropping him three more times 
before he was pulled in the fourth 
quarter. He was 12 for 21 for just 69 
yards and was intercepted once.

“Obviously very disappointed, 
not only with the score but the 
way we played,” Virginia Tech 
Coach Brent Pry said. “We are a 
better football team. They just 

played harder and more confi-
dent. We couldn’t run the ball and 
got behind the sticks.”

After exceeding 30 points in 
consecutive wins during a 3-1 
stretch, the Hokies, who visit Bos-
ton College next Saturday, were 
denied in every phase by the Car-
dinals.

A week after holding Duke to 
just 202 yards, the Cardinals 
clamped down harder and nastier 
on the Hokies. Besides harassing 
Drones, their special teams lev-
eled returners several times and 
the offensive line allowed just one 
sack to a defense that posted 15 
over the previous two contests.

Louisville hosts Virginia on 
Thursday in its fourth midweek 
game this season.

— Associated Press

Guerendo and Cardinals run all over the Hokies
louisVille 34,

Virginia Tech 3

tImothy D. EAslEy/AssocIAtED prEss

Isaac Guerendo, who ran for 146 yards and three touchdowns, hurdles  Virginia Tech’s Dorian Strong.
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Jalen Milroe rushed for 155 
yards and four touchdowns and 
passed for another 219 yards to 
lead  Alabama, No. 8 in the College 
Football Playoff ranking, to a 42-
28 victory over No. 14 LSU on 
Saturday night in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Milroe matched big plays both 
running and passing with Tigers 
quarterback Jayden Daniels, help-
ing the Crimson Tide (8-1, 6-0) 
move closer to locking down an 
SEC West title. 

Daniels and Milroe both put on 
dazzling dual-threat displays. But 
the Heisman Trophy contender 
for LSU (6-3, 4-2) was hurt on a 
hard hit that drew a flag early in 
the fourth quarter. He briefly reen-
tered the game but didn’t run a 
play, heading to the medical tent 
after a penalty and a timeout. CBS 
reported that he was in the con-
cussion protocol.

Daniels lay face down before 
walking off after the hit by Ala-
bama linebacker Dallas Turner 
that drew a roughing-the-passer 
flag.

Milroe, meanwhile, had prob-
ably his best all-around game, put-
ting up Daniels-like numbers. He 
completed 15 of 23 passes and had 
20 carries, setting a Tide single-
game record for rushing touch-
downs by a quarterback.

Daniels  threw for 219 yards 
with two touchdowns and ran for 
163 yards and a score. His lone 

negative play proved to be a big 
one. Turner deflected a fourth-
quarter pass into the air, and Terri-
on Arnold intercepted it, setting 
up Jase McClellan’s  10-yard scor-
ing run to push the margin to two 
touchdowns.

Backup Garrett Nussmeier fin-
ished the game and moved the 
Tigers into Alabama territory late.

Malik Nabers, the nation’s lead-
ing receiver, had 10 catches for 
171 yards, including a 46-yard 
touchdown on LSU’s first drive.
l OHIO STATE 35, RUTGERS 

16: Cornerback Jordan Hancock 
woke up the No. 1 Buckeyes (9-0, 
6-0 Big Ten) early in the second 
half with a 93-yard interception 
return for a touchdown, and Ohio 
State rallied from its first halftime 
deficit of the season to beat the 
vastly improved Scarlet Knights 
(6-3, 3-3) in Piscataway, N.J.

Ohio State got a lot of big plays 
in the final 30 minutes besides the 
pick-six. Quarterback Kyle Mc-
Cord and wide receiver Marvin 
Harrison Jr. connected on touch-
downs of two and four yards in the 
fourth quarter and TreVeyon Hen-
derson ran for 78 of his 128 yards 
in the second half for the Buck-
eyes, who earned their 10th 
straight win over Rutgers.
l MICHIGAN 41, PURDUE 

13: Blake Corum matched his sea-
son high with three touchdowns 
and Semaj Morgan ran for a 44-
yard score, leading the No. 3 Wol-
verines (9-0, 6-0 Big Ten) over the 
Boilermakers (2-7, 1-5) in Ann Ar-
bor, Mich.

Michigan routed another over-
matched opponent, as it has each 
game this season, amid an NCAA 

investigation into allegations that 
the team broke rules with a sign-
stealing scheme.
l FLORIDA STATE 24, 

PITTSBURGH 7: Jordan Travis 
ran for a touchdown and threw for 
another as the No. 4 Seminoles 
(9-0, 7-0 ACC) clinched a spot in 
the conference title game  for the 
first time since 2014 by beating the 

host Panthers (2-7, 1-4).
After a shaky first half for Flori-

da State, Travis hit tight end 
Markeston Douglas for a 22-yard 
touchdown to extend the lead to 10 
midway through the third quarter. 
On the Seminoles’ next posses-
sion, Trey Benson bolted 55 yards 
up the middle to put Pittsburgh 
away.

l OREGON 63, CALIFORNIA 
19: Bo Nix threw four touchdown 
passes and rushed for two more 
scores, and the No. 6 Ducks (8-1, 
4-1  Pac-12) put the Golden Bears 
(3-6, 1-5) away in a wild first half in 
Eugene, Ore.

Tez Johnson caught 12 passes 
for 180 yards and two scores, and 
Oregon remained undefeated at 
Autzen Stadium. 
l TEXAS 33, KANSAS STATE 

30 (OT): Bert Auburn kicked a 
42-yard field goal in overtime and 
the No. 7 Longhorns (8-1, 5-1 Big 
12) got a key stop on fourth down 
to beat the No. 23 Wildcats (6-3, 
4-2) in Austin.

Facing fourth and goal from the 
4, Kansas State went for the win 
instead of another field goal to 
send it to double overtime. Defen-
sive end Barryn Sorrell pressured 
Will Howard into an  off-balance 
pass that fell incomplete.
l OKLAHOMA STATE 27, 

OKLAHOMA 24: Ollie Gordon II 
ran for 137 yards and two touch-
downs as the No. 22 Cowboys (7-2, 
5-1 Big 12) defeated the No. 9 Soon-
ers (7-2, 4-2) in the last scheduled 
Bedlam rivalry game before Okla-
homa leaves  for the SEC.

Jubilant Oklahoma State fans 
rushed the field as time ran out. 
They lingered on the field as songs 
such as “We Are Never Ever Get-
ting Back Together” by Taylor 
Swift played. They took down the 
east goal post and carried pieces in 
various directions around Boone 
Pickens Stadium.
l MISSISSIPPI 38, TEXAS 

A&M 35: Quinshon Judkins ran 
for three touchdowns, including 
the game-winner from a yard out 

with 1:40 left, and Zxavian Harris 
deflected Randy Bond’s 47-yard 
field goal attempt on the last play 
to preserve the win for the No. 10 
Rebels (8-1, 5-1 SEC) over the Ag-
gies (5-4, 3-3) in Oxford, Miss.
l TENNESSEE 59, CON-

NECTICUT 3: Joe Milton Jr. 
threw for 254 yards and two touch-
downs and ran for another score, 
all in the first half, and the No. 17 
Volunteers (7-2) set a program rec-
ord with three defensive touch-
downs in a rout of the Huskies 
(1-8) in Knoxville.
l UTAH 55, ARIZONA STATE 

3: Bryson Barnes passed for a ca-
reer-high four touchdowns and 
Ja’Quinden Jackson ran 13 times 
for 111 yards to lead the No. 18 Utes 
(7-2, 4-2 Pac-12) past the Sun Devils 
(2-7, 1-5) in Salt Lake City.
l KANSAS 28, IOWA STATE 

21:  Jason Bean passed for 287 
yards, including an 80-yard touch-
down to Lawrence Arnold, and the 
No. 21 Jayhawks (7-2, 4-2 Big 12) 
held off the Cyclones (5-4, 4-2) in 
Ames, Iowa.
l TULANE 13, EAST CARO-

LINA 10: Michael Pratt threw a 
short touchdown pass to Law-
rence Keys III, and the No. 24 
Green Wave (8-1, 5-0 American 
Athletic Conference) turned in a 
smothering effort on defense to 
hold off the Pirates (1-8, 0-5) in 
Greenville, N.C.
l ARMY 23, AIR FORCE 3: 

Quarterback Bryson Daily ran for 
170 yards and two touchdowns 
and the swarming Black Knights 
(3-6) forced six turnovers to knock 
the No. 25 Falcons (8-1) from the 
list of perfect teams with a massive 
upset in Denver.

national roundup

Milroe outduels Daniels, sets a program record in Tide’s victory over Tigers
aLabama 42,

LsU 28

VASHA Hunt/ASSociAted preSS

Jalen Milroe completed 15 of 23 passes for 219 yards and ran  for 
155 yards and   four scores, an Alabama record for a quarterback.

BY PETE IACOBELLI

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson Coach 
Dabo Swinney’s red-hot radio 
take after criticism from “Tyler of 
Spartanburg ” apparently fired up 
the Tigers.

“We all had a chip on our 
shoulder,” tailback Phil Mafah 
said.

Mafah, a junior filling in for  
injured starter Will Shipley, ran 
for a career-high 186 yards and 
two touchdowns to lead the un-
derachieving Tigers to their big-
gest win this season, a 31-23 victo-
ry over  Notre Dame on Saturday.

“If Clemson’s a stock, you bet-
ter buy all you freaking can,” 

Swinney said. “Buy right now.”
The win capped a crazy week at 

Clemson, which began when Ty-
ler — last name unknown — 
called in to Swinney’s weekly 
show to criticize the Tigers’ long-
time, national championship 
coach. Tyler demanded him to 
account for why the program that 
proclaims “Best is the Standard” 
had four losses and was out of 
title contention by October.

Swinney let loose with a 
strong, even hostile, defense of 
himself, the program and this 
season. Then watched his Tigers 
put on their most complete per-
formance of the season.

“It’s tough because there’s no 
one that loves us more than 
[Swinney] does,” said Mafah, who 
rushed for the most yards in a 
game for Clemson this season. “I 
personally take it personal; I 

know a lot of guys do, too. So we 
had to bring our all today.”

The Tigers (5-4) came in with 
more losses in a season than they 
had in 13 years and still raw from 
the radio call that gave airtime to 
what some frustrated fans had 
felt this season.

“It’s been a tough year, and we 
haven’t had a lot go our way,” 
Swinney said. “But these guys 
have continued to battle.”

Mafah ran for scores of 41 yards 
and one yard, the last putting 
Clemson ahead 31-16 in the third 
quarter. Notre Dame, 7-3 and 
No. 15 in the College Football 
Playoff ranking, drew within one 
score on Sam Hartman’s 26-yard 
scramble for a touchdown.

That’s when Clemson’s special 
teams and defense closed things 
out. Four times after that, the 
Tigers downed punts inside the 

Notre Dame 15 — including a nifty 
quick kick by quarterback Cade 
Klubnik — and the Irish  could 
never get out of the hole.

Notre Dame got a last chance 
when Mafah fumbled with 1:47 to 
go on its own 22. After a first 
down, Hartman threw four in-
completions to give the ball back 
to the Tigers with 58 seconds left.

Clemson ran out the clock and 
set off a celebration for Death 
Valley fans who had little to cheer 
about this season.

Swinney finally moved past the 
late Frank Howard in all-time 
Clemson wins with 166 after miss-
ing his first two chances to move 
in front. The loss continued the 
nightmarish Clemson experience 
of Notre Dame’s Hartman, whose 
teams were 0-5 against the Tigers 
while he was at Wake Forest.

Klubnik threw for 109 yards 

and a nine-yard touchdown to 
Tyler Brown, and linebacker Jere-
miah Trotter Jr. stepped in front 
of a Hartman pass for a 28-yard 
pick-six  that put the Tigers ahead 
24-6 in the second quarter.

Hartman finished 12 of 25 for 
146 and two interceptions. It was 
the first time an unranked Clem-
son had beaten a ranked team 
since 2021 and a 48-27 win over 
No. 13 Wake Forest, which was led 
by Hartman.

Hartman took all the blame.
“If you want to put anything on 

anyone, put it on me,” he said. “I 
played very poor today. I didn’t 
play well enough to be a winning 
quarterback.”

The Fighting Irish struggled to 
take advantage of early chances. 
They settled for three first-half 
field goals after solid drives that 
had them down 24-9 at the half. 

Then they were stuck deep in 
their own territory in the final 
period.

Notre Dame Coach Marcus 
Freeman said his team missed its 
chances, particularly early, and 
gave  Clemson opportunities to 
stretch the lead.

Clemson fumbled the ball 
three times but only lost one at 
the end while it was deep in 
Fighting Irish territory.

 Swinney had hoped it wouldn’t 
take so long to take over as the 
school’s all-time wins leader. He 
had tied  Howard with 165 victo-
ries  after a 17-12 victory over Wake 
Forest on Oct. 7, then the Tigers 
had a bye week and losses at 
Miami and at North Carolina 
State.

“I wish we’d done it about four 
games ago,” Swinney joked.

— Associated Press

Take that, Tyler: Tigers hold off  Irish as Swinney sets school mark for wins
CLemsoN 31,

Notre Dame 23

rushing leader MarShawn Lloyd, 
who sat out with a previously 
undisclosed injury, but the Tro-
jans are loaded with skill-posi-
tion talent: While Austin Jones 
ran for 127 yards as the backfield 
starter, Brown scored in his first 
game since the opener and Bar-
low added 44 yards and a score 
on his first carries since Week 2.

Big, bold offensive plays hap-
pened regularly in this meeting 
between two longtime Pac-12 ri-
vals heading to the Big Ten next 
season.

Penix threw a spectacular 22-
yard touchdown pass to Culp 
while running out of bounds in 
the second quarter. Southern 
California answered with a 95-
yard drive capped by two electri-
fying runs from Barlow, but 
Johnson produced an untouched 
52-yard touchdown run mo-
ments later.

USC went ahead on Washing-
ton's 41-yard touchdown recep-
tion off a sublime flea-flicker that 
almost looked improvised by 
freshman Zachariah Branch 
when he lateraled back to Wil-
liams. But after Polk’s touch-
down catch tied it, Zion Tupuola-
Fetui forced a fumble by Wil-
liams on USC’s next snap, and 
Johnson rushed for his third 
touchdown.

Tupuola-Fetui, whose father 
died last week, was visibly emo-
tional on the sideline after his big 
play.

Christian Roland-Wallace in-
tercepted Penix’s tipped pass in 
the end zone on Washington’s 
opening drive out of halftime, 
and Williams led an 80-yard 
scoring drive capped by Rice’s 
25-yard touchdown catch on 
fourth and one. The Coliseum 
crowd was frenetic, but the Hus-
kies calmly reclaimed the lead 
with a 75-yard drive ending in 
Penix’s touchdown sneak.

— Associated Press

games, increasing the pressure 
on Coach Lincoln Riley’s long-
time defensive coordinator, Alex 
Grinch.

USC played without Pac-12 

next drive, and Washington 
marched 91 yards for Johnson’s 
fourth touchdown with 2:20 left.

USC gave up at least 40 points 
for the fifth time in its past six 

ton’s Grady Gross made a 43-yard 
field goal with 12:25 to play. 
Caleb Williams then took a long 
sack that knocked the Trojans 
out of field goal range on their 

before halftime.
Mario Williams caught a 20-

yard touchdown pass from Caleb 
Williams to make it 42-42 late in 
the third quarter, but Washing-

BY GREG BEACHAM

LOS ANGELES — Dillon Johnson 
rushed for 256 yards and four 
touchdowns, Michael Penix Jr. 
passed for 256 yards and two 
scores, and Washington’s prolific 
offense kept the Huskies unbeat-
en with a 52-42 victory over 
Southern California on Saturday 
night.

Devin Culp and Ja’Lynn Polk 
caught touchdown passes from 
Penix, who also rushed for a 
score while the Huskies (9-0, 6-0 
Pac-12, No. 5 College Football 
Playoff ) won a high-octane thrill-
er featuring two elite offenses 
and two deficient defenses.

Johnson had the fifth-biggest 
rushing performance in Wash-
ington history and its first 200-
yard game or four-touchdown 
game since 2017 while the Hus-
kies racked up 572 total yards.

Caleb Williams passed for 312 
yards and three touchdowns for 
the No. 20 Trojans (7-3, 5-2), who 
have lost three of four to derail 
their championship hopes de-
spite another prolific outing 
from the Heisman Trophy win-
ner and his offense. Raleek 
Brown, Darwin Barlow and Wil-
liams rushed for touchdowns 
while Tahj Washington, Brenden 
Rice and Mario Williams caught 
scoring passes in front of a 
sold-out Coliseum for USC’s 
100th homecoming weekend.

The offenses combined for 
1,087 yards, but Washington re-
peatedly made bigger plays at 
key moments. The Huskies never 
trailed in the second half after 
Williams’s fumble deep in USC 
territory allowed Washington to 
take a 35-28 lead on Johnson’s 
third touchdown run 20 seconds 

No. 5 Huskies outrun Trojans to finish line in shootout
WashiNgtoN 52,

UsC 42

MArcio JoSe SAncHez/ASSociAte preSS

Dillon Johnson rushed for 256 yards and four touchdowns as the Huskies rolled up 572 total yards  to keep their perfect record (9-0) intact.
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SCOREbOARd

FROM NEWS SERVICES
AND STAFF REPORTS

 Haynes King ran for two touch-
downs and threw for another and 
Dontae Smith ran for two more 
scores as Georgia Tech beat Vir-
ginia, 45-17, on Saturday in Char-
lottesville.

The Yellow Jackets (5-4, 4-2 
ACC) won  their second game in a 
row and reached their best win 
total  in five seasons.

Virginia (2-7, 1-4) lost  quarter-
back Tony muskett on the fifth 
play of the game when he was hit 
hard as he released a  pass that was 
intercepted by  myles Sims. 

The Yellow Jackets trailed 7-3 
before King scored on a two-yard 
run with 8:42 left in the second 
quarter. He added a 34-yard scor-
ing burst with 2:24 left in the half, 
and Smith broke off a 33-yard run 
on a third-and-14 play 28 seconds 
before halftime.

King hit Eric Singleton Jr. for a 
58-yard touchdown on the open-
ing series of the second half, and 
Smith bulled through the defense 
for a 10-yard scoring run in the 
fourth quarter for  the Yellow Jack-
ets, who  piled up 514 total yards.

King passed for 208 yards and 
gained 83 more rushing. Haynes 
ran for 119 yards on 17 carries.

freshman Anthony Colandrea, 
who replaced muskett, threw two 
touchdown passes but was inter-
cepted once and also lost a fumble.
l TEMPlE 32, naVy 18: In 

Philadelphia,  E.J. Warner threw 
for 402 yards with four touch-
downs — two to Jordan Smith —  
and the owls pulled away late to 

beat  the midshipmen.
Warner completed 27 of 33 

passes and Zae Baines had seven 
receptions for 132 yards  for Tem-
ple (3-6, 1-4 American Athletic).

 Xavier Arline threw for  124 
yards and a touchdown and ran 
for  97 yards for Navy (3-5, 2-3).
l JaMES MadISOn 42, 

GEOrGIa STaTE 14: In Atlanta, 
Jordan  mcCloud accounted for six 
scores and the Dukes pulled away 
with four touchdowns in the sec-
ond half to down the Panthers.

mcCloud completed 28 of 36 
passes for 307 yards and four 
touchdowns and rushed 13 times 
for  104 yards and two scores as 
JmU (9-0, 6-0 Sun Belt) extended 
its winning streak to 12 games 
dating to last season.

Georgia State fell to 6-3, 3-3.
l CaTHOlIC 40, WIlKES 

35: madden Lowe completed 40 of 
47 passes for 352 yards and four 
touchdowns to spark the Cardi-
nals over the Colonels in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa.

Zach Williams gained 166 yards 
from scrimmage and scored two 
touchdowns for Catholic (4-5, 2-3 
Landmark Conference), including 
a two-yard run that put the Cardi-
nals ahead for good late in the 
second quarter.
l VMI 31, EaST TEnnESSEE 

STaTE 24:  Collin Shannon threw 
for 201 yards, Hunter rice scored 
the go-ahead touchdown with less 
than two minutes left, and the 
Keydets (4-5, 3-3 Southern) scored 
17 points in the fourth quarter to 
rally past the Buccaneers (2-7, 1-5) 
in Johnson City, Tenn.
l SHEPHErd 44, EaST 

STrOUdSBUrG 17: Seth mor-
gan threw for 245 yards and three 
touchdowns to lead the rams (8-2, 
5-2 Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference East) over the War-

riors (8-2, 5-2) in Shepherdstown, 
W.Va.

malakai Brown rushed for 149 
yards and a touchdown and Jor-
dan Barnett added 105 yards on 
the ground and another score for 
Shepherd.
l TOWSOn 42, nOrTH 

CarOlIna a&T 32:  Devin mat-
thews ran for three touchdowns, 
Nathan Kent threw for 263 yards 
and two scores, and the Tigers 
(4-5, 3-3 Coastal Athletic Associa-
tion) outscored the Aggies (1-8, 
0-6) in Greensboro, N.C.
l MOrGan STaTE 24, dEl-

aWarE STaTE 17:  Tahj Smith 
threw two touchdown passes as 
the Bears (3-5, 2-1 mid-Eastern 
Athletic)  defeated the Hornets 
(1-8, 0-3)  in Baltimore.
l alBany 24, WIllIaM & 

Mary 8:  Griffin Woodell rushed 
for 100 yards, Aamir Hall returned 
an interception for a touchdown, 
and the Great Danes (7-3, 5-1 CAA) 
downed the Tribe (5-4, 3-3)  in Al-
bany, N.Y.
l HaMPTOn 42, MaInE 35:  

Elijah Burris ran for four touch-
downs, two in the  fourth quarter 
as the visiting  Pirates (5-4, 3-3 
CAA) rallied past the Black Bears 
(2-8, 1-6) in orono.
l COaSTal CarOlIna 28, 

Old dOMInIOn 24:  Quarter-
back Ethan Vasko accounted for 
350 total yards and two touch-
downs and his 14-yard scoring 
pass to Sam Pinckney with 23 sec-
onds left gave the Chanticleers 
(6-3, 4-2 Sun Belt) a win over the 
monarchs (4-5, 3-3) in Norfolk.
l nOrTH CarOlIna CEn-

Tral 38, nOrFOlK STaTE 24:  
In Durham, N.C., Davius richard 
accounted for four touchdowns 
and the Eagles (8-1, 3-0 mEAC) 
won their sixth in a row with a rout 
of the Spartans (2-7, 0-3).

AREA ROUNdUP

 Yellow Jackets cruise past Cavaliers
georgia Tech 45,

Virginia 17

yards included a roughing-the-
kicker call against Penn State’s 
Liam Clifford on punter Colton 
Spangler, allowing maryland to 
extend the possession.

“We’re still together,” said Ter-
rapins wide receiver Tai felton, 
who had four catches for 75 
yards. “As you can see we’re still 
out there playing ball. We’ve just 
got to get back to the drawing 
board. There’s really not much to 
it. We’ve got to be better. I’ve got 
to be better myself.”

A trick play had expanded 
Penn State’s advantage to 14-0 
with two seconds to go in the 
first quarter.

The play began with Allar 
lining up three yards directly 
behind center but moving left 
into the slot, allowing Beau Prib-
ula, the Nittany Lions’ backup 
quarterback who entered for the 
first time on the previous play, to 
take the snap. Pribula then gen-
tly tossed the ball back to Allar, 
who scrambled and flicked a 
three-yard pass to tight end Theo 
Johnson for a touchdown.

maryland linebacker Kellan 
Wyatt had his arms around Al-
lar’s feet but could not bring the 
sophomore to the ground before 
he released the ball awkwardly 
into the front middle portion of 
the end zone.

“I don’t see anyone in that 
locker room quitting,” Locksley 
said. “We’re obviously facing ad-
versity as a program, and the 
only way to get out of it is to 
work. And our guys have contin-
ued to give us the work monday 
through friday, but we just have 
not played well or executed on 
Saturday, and I’ve got to find a 
way to get us to play next 
Saturday.”

nearly 44 points.
The Nittany Lions scored 

points on their last five posses-
sions of the game.

“only thing you can do is keep 
playing, keep playing hard, keep 
motivating people, make sure we 
stay together,” maryland defen-
sive end Donnell Brown said. “I 
think the only thing about us is 
just figuring out who we are and 
looking in the mirror, especially 
after a loss like this.”

maryland kept the game close 
deep into the first half before 
defensive miscues contributed to 
Penn State’s touchdown that 
grew its lead to 21-7 with 2:34 
remaining in the second quarter. 
Allar capped the 75-yard drive 
with an eight-yard scoring throw 
to tight end Tyler Warren, who 
caught the ball in between safety 
Beau Brade and cornerback 
Ja’Quan Sheppard.

maryland permitted a pair of 
third-down conversions during 
the series. The second of those 
came on third and eight from the 
maryland 20 with no Terrapins 
defenders in striking distance of 
Cephas, permitting the redshirt 
senior to gather an uncontested 
reception for 14 yards to set up 
first and goal at the 6.

maryland had built momen-
tum on its previous possession, 
holding the ball for more than 
seven minutes before scoring its 
first points when Tagovailoa 
eluded pressure in the backfield 
and delivered a seven-yard 
touchdown throw to running 
back roman Hemby. The sopho-
more caught the pass at the 4 and 
broke the plane, trimming the 
deficit to 14-7 with 7:59 left until 
halftime.

The 13-play drive covering 75 

struggled to run the ball today. 
Give some credit to Penn State’s 
front. They are as advertised, but 
I don’t think they’re 51-15 better. I 
don’t think we played to our 
potential, and when you don’t 
play to your potential, the first 
place you look is at me, and I 
have no problem in owning that.”

The outcome became all but 
certain early in the fourth quar-
ter after Penn State capped an 
88-yard touchdown drive with a 
15-yard pass from quarterback 
Drew Allar to wide receiver 
Dante Cephas, extending its lead 
to 31-7. 

maryland added a cosmetic 
touchdown several minutes later 
before redshirt senior quarter-
back Taulia Tagovailoa threw an 
interception and lost a fumble as 
No. 11 Penn State (8-1, 5-1) piled 
on. The Terrapins fell to 2-21 at 
home in November and Decem-
ber since 2011, and their record 
against ranked Big Ten oppo-
nents since joining the confer-
ence in 2014 reached 0-33.

Tagovailoa finished 29 for 39 
for 286 yards and two touch-
downs, setting a career high with 
17 consecutive completions to 
start the game. That opening 
streak also tied him with South 
Carolina’s Spencer rattler for the 
longest this year in major college 
football.

But the vast majority of the 
highlights belonged to Penn 
State, which amassed 404 yards 
of total offense, including 158 
rushing, and continued its recent 
supremacy over the Terrapins in 
College Park. maryland has lost 
the past four home games in the 
series by an average margin of 

Maryland from d1

Terps stay cold in loss to Nittany Lions

Julia nikhinson for the Washington Post

Tyler Warren (44)  had an eight-yard touchdown catch to give Penn State a 21-7  second-quarter lead.

NCAA
sATURDAY’s REsULTs
EAsT 
Florida State 24, Pittsburgh 7
Ohio State 35, Rutgers 16
Penn 23, Cornell 8
Penn State 51, Maryland 15
Temple 32, Navy 18
West Virginia 37, BYU 7
soUTh 
Alabama 42, LSU 28
Appalachian State 31, Marshall 9
Arkansas 39, Florida 36
Auburn 31, Vanderbilt 15
Clemson 31, Notre Dame 23
Coastal Carolina 28, Old Dominion 24 
Georgia 30, Missouri 21
Georgia Tech 45, Virginia 17
James Madison 42, Georgia State 14
Kentucky 24, Mississippi State 3
Liberty 56, Louisiana Tech 30
Louisville 34, Virginia Tech 3
Memphis 59, South Florida 50
Mississippi 38, Texas A&M 35
North Carolina 59, Campbell 7
South Carolina 38, Jacksonville State 28
South Carolina State 27, Howard 24 
Southern Mississippi 24, Louisiana Monroe 7
Tennessee 59, Connecticut 3
Towson 42, North Carolina A&T 32
Tulane 13, East Carolina 10
UAB 45, FAU 42
miDWEsT 
Central Florida 28, Cincinnati 26
Illinois 27, Minnesota 26
Indiana 20, Wisconsin 14
Iowa 10, Northwestern 7
Kansas 28, Iowa State 21
Michigan 41, Purdue 13
Michigan State 20, Nebraska 17
UCF 28, Cincinnati 26
soUThWEsT 
Charlotte 33, Tulsa 26 (OT)
Houston 25, Baylor 24 (OT)
Oklahoma State 27, Oklahoma 24 
Texas 33, Kansas State 30 (OT)
UTSA 37, North Texas 29
WEsT 
Army 23, Air Force 3
Hawaii 27, Nevada 14
Oregon 63, California 19
UNLV 56, New Mexico 14
Utah 55, Arizona State 3
Washington 52, Southern Cal 42

No. 1 Ohio State 35, Rutgers 16

ohio sTATE .............................  7 0 14 14 — 35
RUTGERs .................................  0 9 0 7 — 16

fiRsT QUARTER
osU: Scott 14 pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 8:35.

sECoND QUARTER
RUTG: FG Patel 22, 7:49.
RUTG: FG Patel 21, 2:03.
RUTG: FG Patel 20, :01.

ThiRD QUARTER
osU: Hancock 93 interception return (Fielding kick), 
9:49.
osU: Henderson 9 run (Fielding kick), 2:39.

foURTh QUARTER
RUTG: J.Jackson 19 pass from Wimsatt (Patel kick), 
14:07.
osU: Harrison 4 pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 12:02.
osU: Harrison 2 pass from McCord (Fielding kick), 2:07.
 Attendance:  53,703. 

ohio state Rutgers
First Downs .....................................  15 22
Total Net Yards .............................  328 361
Rushes-Yards ........................... 29-139 43-232
Passing ..........................................  189 129
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns ............................  1--5 0-0
Interceptions Ret. ......................... 1-93 1-5
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  19-26-1 10-25-1
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-9 1-7
Punts .......................................... 4-39.0 4-32.5
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 5-57 3-30
Time Of Possession ....................  24:24 35:36 

pAssiNG
ohio state: McCord 19-26-1-189. Rutgers: Wimsatt 
10-25-1-129. 

RUshiNG
ohio state: Henderson 22-128, Trayanum 2-6, X.John-
son 1-5, Egbuka 1-4, Mirco 1-2, McCord 2-(minus 6). 
Rutgers: Monangai 24-159, Wimsatt 13-49, S.Brown 
6-24. 

RECEiviNG
ohio state: Henderson 5-80, Egbuka 4-29, Harrison 4-25, 
Scott 3-24, Tate 2-31, X.Johnson 1-0. Rutgers: Dremel 
5-69, Jackson 3-41, Langan 1-13, Washington 1-6. 

No. 7 Texas 33, 
No. 23 Kansas State 30 (OT)

KANsAs sTATE ..................  0 7 7 16 0 — 30
TEXAs ...............................  10 7 10 3 3 — 33

fiRsT QUARTER
TEX: A.Mitchell 37 pass from M.Murphy (Auburn kick), 
8:36.
TEX: FG Auburn 32, 1:06.

sECoND QUARTER
TEX: Baxter 54 run (Auburn kick), 11:34.
KsU: P.Brooks 6 pass from Howard (Tennant kick), :54.

ThiRD QUARTER
TEX: J.Brooks 5 run (Auburn kick), 9:21.
TEX: FG Auburn 49, 4:13.
KsU: P.Brooks 26 pass from Howard (Tennant kick), :00.

foURTh QUARTER
KsU: K.Johnson 12 pass from Howard (Tennant kick), 
13:33.
KsU: Brown 32 pass from Howard (run failed), 12:37.
TEX: FG Auburn 34, 6:03.
KsU: FG Tennant 45, :01.

fiRsT ovERTimE
TEX: FG Auburn 42, :00. 
 Attendance:  102,846. 

Kansas state Texas
First Downs .....................................  20 18
Total Net Yards .............................  360 478
Rushes-Yards ............................. 29-33 37-230
Passing ..........................................  327 248
Punt Returns ................................ 2-15 2-52
Kickoff Returns .............................. 0-0 2-17
Interceptions Ret. ......................... 2-37 1-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  26-44-1 19-37-2
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 3-22 0-0
Punts ...................................... 7-45.429 5-34.4
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 2-1 2-1
Penalties-Yards ............................ 7-50 10-67
Time Of Possession ....................  27:52 32:08 

pAssiNG
Kansas state: Howard 26-42-1-327, (Team) 0-1-0-0, 
A.Johnson 0-1-0-0. Texas: M.Murphy 19-37-2-248. 

RUshiNG
Kansas state: Ward 9-30, Giddens 9-22, K.Johnson 1-2, 
A.Johnson 1-(minus 1), Howard 9-(minus 20). Texas: 
J.Brooks 22-112, Baxter 10-90, Worthy 1-16, Blue 2-11, 
Robinson 1-8, Red 1-(minus 7). 

RECEiviNG
Kansas state: K.Johnson 7-70, Brooks 5-76, Sinnott 
5-69, Brown 4-77, Giddens 3-23, Ward 2-12. Texas: 
A.Mitchell 8-149, Worthy 5-48, Whittington 3-23, Sand-
ers 2-21, Cook 1-7. 

Temple 32, Navy 18

NAvY ........................................  0 0 8 10 — 18
TEmpLE ..................................  10 7 0 15 — 32

fiRsT QUARTER
TEm: Jor.Smith 22 pass from Warner (Price kick), 11:23.
TEm: FG Price 42, 3:18.

sECoND QUARTER
TEm: Martin-Robinson 24 pass from Warner (Price kick), 
14:46.

ThiRD QUARTER
NAvY: Heidenreich 24 pass from Arline (Umbarger pass 
from Arline), 6:13.

foURTh QUARTER
NAvY: Arline 2 run (Kirkwood kick), 14:56.
TEm: Jor.Smith 13 pass from Warner (Price kick), 9:09.
NAvY: FG Kirkwood 45, 5:46.
TEm: Wright 16 pass from Warner (Wright pass from 
Warner), 3:29.
 Attendance:  13,049. 

Navy Temple
First Downs .....................................  13 23
Total Net Yards .............................  268 448
Rushes-Yards ........................... 48-144 27-46
Passing ..........................................  124 402
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 5-17
Kickoff Returns ............................ 3-55 2-25
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 2-0 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ............................  6-14-0 27-33-2
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 2-9 0-0
Punts ...................................... 7-45.857 1-35.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 3-2
Penalties-Yards ............................ 7-81 0-0
Time Of Possession ....................  32:58 27:02 

pAssiNG
Navy: Arline 6-14-0-124. Temple: Warner 27-33-2-402. 

RUshiNG
Navy: Arline 30-97, Chatman 7-22, Tecza 8-20, Fofana 
2-4, Hassan 1-1. Temple: Saydee 8-38, Joq.Smith 5-12, 
Hubbard 7-4, Warner 1-2, Martin-Robinson 2-2, Wright 
1-1, (Team) 3-(minus 13). 

RECEiviNG
Navy: Heidenreich 2-63, Chatman 2-35, Umbarger 1-22, 
Tecza 1-4. Temple: Baines 7-132, Wright 4-48, Martin-
Robinson 3-50, Jor.Smith 3-50, Am.Anderson 2-81, 
Stewart 2-11, R.Clark 2-6, Joq.Smith 2-6, Hubbard 1-12, 
Saydee 1-6. 

Georgia Tech 45, Virginia 17

GEoRGiA TECh ........................  3 21 7 14 — 45
viRGiNiA ..................................  7 3 0 7 — 17

fiRsT QUARTER
UvA: Rawlings 9 pass from Colandrea (Bettridge kick), 
8:30.
GT: FG Birr 41, 5:26.

sECoND QUARTER
GT: H.King 2 run (Birr kick), 8:42.
GT: H.King 34 run (Birr kick), 2:24.
GT: Smith 33 run (Birr kick), :28.
UvA: FG Bettridge 39, :00.

ThiRD QUARTER
GT: Singleton 58 pass from H.King (Birr kick), 12:41.

foURTh QUARTER
GT: Smith 10 run (Birr kick), 10:57.
UvA: Pace 8 pass from Colandrea (Bettridge kick), 8:47.
GT: Haynes 43 run (Birr kick), 7:56.
 Attendance:  42,606. 

Georgia Tech virginia
First Downs .....................................  29 23
Total Net Yards .............................  514 351
Rushes-Yards ........................... 44-305 29-119
Passing ..........................................  209 232
Punt Returns ................................ 1-23 2-12
Kickoff Returns ............................ 1-22 4-97
Interceptions Ret. ......................... 2-11 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  24-33-0 23-40-2
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-1 2-11
Punts .......................................... 5-44.2 4-46.25
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards ............................ 8-85 4-38
Time Of Possession ....................  34:09 25:51 

pAssiNG
Georgia Tech: H.King 23-30-0-208, Pyron 1-3-0-1. vir-
ginia: Colandrea 21-37-1-200, Brosterhous 1-1-0-21, 
Muskett 1-2-1-11. 

RUshiNG
Georgia Tech: Haynes 17-119, H.King 7-83, Smith 15-78, 
Dickens 3-15, Pyron 2-10. virginia: Colandrea 7-33, Pace 
6-26, P.Jones 9-26, Hollins 5-25, Muskett 1-6, Foston 
1-3. 

RECEiviNG
Georgia Tech: Singleton 5-80, Smith 3-35, Blaylock 3-22, 
Leonard 3-17, Rutherford 3-16, Haynes 3-7, Janneh 1-18, 
Seither 1-7, Benson 1-6, Leary 1-1. virginia: Washington 
11-109, Fields 5-65, Pace 3-16, Wilson 2-19, Harrison 
1-14, Rawlings 1-9. 

No. 13 Louisville 34, 
Virginia Tech 3

viRGiNiA TECh ........................  0 3 0 0 — 3
LoUisviLLE .............................  7 7 13 7 — 34

fiRsT QUARTER
LoU: Jordan 1 run (B.Travelstead kick), 6:53.

sECoND QUARTER
LoU: Guerendo 39 run (B.Travelstead kick), 14:52.
vT: FG Love 44, :00.

ThiRD QUARTER
LoU: Thompson 37 pass from Plummer (B.Travelstead 
kick), 9:38.
LoU: Guerendo 12 run (kick failed), 6:58.

foURTh QUARTER
LoU: Guerendo 36 run (B.Travelstead kick), 8:16.
 Attendance:  49,945. 

virginia Tech Louisville
First Downs .....................................  12 17
Total Net Yards .............................  140 382
Rushes-Yards ............................. 28-68 38-231
Passing ............................................  72 151
Punt Returns ................................ 1-17 2-13
Kickoff Returns ............................ 4-79 1-10
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-15
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  13-23-1 12-13-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 4-40 1-7
Punts ...................................... 7-42.286 4-46.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 1-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 6-38 6-50
Time Of Possession ....................  27:45 32:15 

pAssiNG
virginia Tech: Drones 12-21-1-69, Wells 1-2-0-3. Louis-
ville: Plummer 11-12-0-141, Domann 1-1-0-10. 

RUshiNG
virginia Tech: Tuten 11-57, Drones 11-6, Lane 2-2, 
Thomas 2-2, Duke 1-1, Black 1-0. Louisville: Guerendo 
11-146, Jordan 14-57, Plummer 5-18, Turner 7-13, 
Gatewood 1-(minus 3). 

RECEiviNG
virginia Tech: Felton 4-34, Lane 3-13, Tuten 3-3, 
S.Gosnell 2-19, Duke 1-3. Louisville: C.Bell 3-43, Thomp-
son 2-49, Jordan 2-4, Gatewood 1-18, Coleman 1-10, 
Kurisky 1-10, Calloway 1-9, Turner 1-8. 

No. 2 Georgia 30, 
No. 12 Missouri 21

missoURi ................................  7 3 3 8 — 21
GEoRGiA ..................................  3 7 14 6 — 30

fiRsT QUARTER
UGA: FG Woodring 33, 10:17.
miZZ: Burden 39 pass from Cook (Mevis kick), 5:45.

sECoND QUARTER
UGA: Lovett 6 pass from Beck (Woodring kick), 13:38.
miZZ: FG Mevis 37, 4:14.

ThiRD QUARTER
miZZ: FG Mevis 42, 11:42.
UGA: Milton 15 run (Woodring kick), 8:10.
UGA: Delp 5 pass from Beck (Woodring kick), :38.

foURTh QUARTER
miZZ: Schrader 12 run (Burden pass from Cook), 12:50.
UGA: FG Woodring 30, 8:59.
UGA: FG Woodring 48, 3:57.
 Attendance:  92,746. 

missouri Georgia
First Downs .....................................  21 21
Total Net Yards .............................  363 385
Rushes-Yards ........................... 34-151 33-131
Passing ..........................................  212 254
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 1-6
Kickoff Returns ............................ 2-18 4-105
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 2-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  14-29-1 21-32-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 3-18 3-13
Punts ........................................ 4-37.75 3-44.333
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 8-49 5-55
Time Of Possession ....................  25:42 34:18 

pAssiNG
missouri: Cook 14-29-1-212. Georgia: Beck 21-32-0-254. 

RUshiNG
missouri: Schrader 22-112, Cook 10-39, Peat 2-0. Geor-
gia: Edwards 16-77, Milton 9-44, Beck 6-9, Vandagriff 
1-1, (Team) 1-0. 

RECEiviNG
missouri: Wease 5-90, Burden 3-53, Schrader 3-14, 
Cooper 2-32, M.Miller 1-23. Georgia: McConkey 7-95, 
Lovett 4-33, R.Thomas 3-36, Delp 3-33, Edwards 2-28, 
Rosemy-Jacksaint 1-18, Mews 1-11. 

No. 11 Penn State 51, 
Maryland 15

pENN sTATE ..........................  14 7 3 27 — 51
mARYLAND .............................  0 7 0 8 — 15

fiRsT QUARTER
psU: Cephas 6 pass from Allar (Felkins kick), 8:41.
psU: Th.Johnson 2 pass from Allar (Felkins kick), :02.

sECoND QUARTER
mD: Hemby 7 pass from Tagovailoa (Howes kick), 7:59.
psU: Warren 8 pass from Allar (Felkins kick), 2:34.

ThiRD QUARTER
psU: FG Felkins 30, 9:26.

foURTh QUARTER
psU: Cephas 15 pass from Allar (Felkins kick), 13:55.
mD: J.Jones 1 pass from Tagovailoa (Littleton run), 
11:27.
psU: Allen 10 run (Felkins kick), 9:14.
psU: FG Felkins 35, 7:38.
psU: FG Felkins 39, 2:51.
psU: Pribula 6 run (Felkins kick), 1:25.
Attendance: 51,802. 

penn state maryland
First Downs .....................................  25 14
Total Net Yards .............................  404 234
Rushes-Yards ........................... 37-158 16--49
Passing ..........................................  246 283
Punt Returns .................................. 1-3 1-2
Kickoff Returns ............................ 2-68 1-0
Interceptions Ret. ......................... 2-55 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  26-39-0 31-42-2
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 1-13 6-45
Punts .......................................... 2-44.5 4-45.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 2-2
Penalties-Yards ............................ 7-74 4-45
Time Of Possession ....................  37:14 22:46 

pAssiNG
penn state: Allar 25-34-0-240, Pribula 1-4-0-6, Lambert-
Smith 0-1-0-0. maryland: Tagovailoa 29-39-1-286, Ed-
wards 2-3-1-(minus 3). 

RUshiNG
penn state: Allen 14-91, Allar 4-39, Singleton 8-20, 
Pribula 9-12, Smith 1-1, (Team) 1-(minus 5). maryland: 
Edwards 1-4, Hemby 5-0, McDonald 1-(minus 3), Little-
ton 1-(minus 3), Tagovailoa 8-(minus 47). 

RECEiviNG
penn state: Lambert-Smith 8-95, Cephas 6-53, Warren 
4-51, Th.Johnson 4-19, Kh.Dinkins 1-16, Potts 1-6, Evans 
1-5, Allen 1-1. maryland: Dyches 8-60, O.Smith 5-31, 
Felton 4-75, J.Jones 4-25, Prather 3-58, Howard 2-16, 
Hemby 2-10, Knotts 1-5, McDonald 1-3, R.Smith 1-0. 

No. 4 Florida State 24, 
Pittsburgh 7

fLoRiDA sTATE ......................  0 10 14 0 — 24
piTTsbURGh ...........................  0 7 0 0 — 7

sECoND QUARTER
piTT: Means 9 pass from Veilleux (Sauls kick), 8:38.
fsU: Travis 1 run (Fitzgerald kick), 4:10.
fsU: FG Fitzgerald 32, :30.

ThiRD QUARTER
fsU: M.Douglas 22 pass from Travis (Fitzgerald kick), 
3:26.
fsU: Benson 55 run (Fitzgerald kick), 1:11.
Attendance: 57,557. 

florida state pittsburgh
First Downs .....................................  22 16
Total Net Yards .............................  501 333
Rushes-Yards ........................... 37-138 24-89
Passing ..........................................  363 244
Punt Returns ................................  1--2 0-0
Kickoff Returns .............................. 0-0 1-15
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 1-2 0-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  23-37-0 15-36-1
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 2-25 3-21
Punts ...................................... 7-45.286 9-42.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 1-1 3-2
Penalties-Yards ............................ 6-60 11-91
Time Of Possession ....................  34:54 25:06 

pAssiNG
florida state: Travis 22-36-0-360, Rodemaker 1-1-0-3. 
pittsburgh: Veilleux 15-35-1-244, (Team) 0-1-0-0. 

RUshiNG
florida state: Benson 12-97, Holmes 4-28, Toafili 8-23, 
R.Hill 6-5, Travis 7-(minus 15). pittsburgh: Hammond 
13-60, Carter 2-26, Flemister 5-23, Jurkovec 1-1, Veil-
leux 3-(minus 21). 

RECEiviNG
florida state: J.Douglas 6-115, Bell 5-23, Morlock 4-80, 
M.Douglas 3-41, R.Hill 2-47, D.Hill 1-29, Jacobs 1-19, 
Williamson 1-9. pittsburgh: Means 7-98, Mumpfield 
3-99, Reynolds 3-29, Bartholomew 1-16, Epps 1-2. 

No. 6 Oregon 63, California 19
CALifoRNiA ..........................  10 3 6 0 — 19
oREGoN .................................  14 21 7 21 — 63

fiRsT QUARTER
oRE: Te.Johnson 48 pass from Nix (Lewis kick), 7:00.
oRE: Nix 1 run (Lewis kick), 4:40.
CAL: FG Bhaghani 43, 1:39.
CAL: N.Williams 9 fumble return (Bhaghani kick), 1:32.

sECoND QUARTER
CAL: FG Bhaghani 27, 11:28.
oRE: Nix 1 run (Lewis kick), 5:21.
oRE: Te.Johnson 14 pass from Nix (Lewis kick), 1:39.
oRE: Franklin 7 pass from Nix (Lewis kick), :06.

ThiRD QUARTER
CAL: Ott 20 run (pass failed), 13:47.
oRE: Irving 6 run (Lewis kick), 8:30.

foURTh QUARTER
oRE: Ferguson 4 pass from Nix (Lewis kick), 14:11.
oRE: J.James 16 run (Lewis kick), 9:51.
oRE: Holden 6 pass from Thompson (Lewis kick), 2:26.
Attendance: 54,046. 

California oregon
First Downs .....................................  15 30
Total Net Yards .............................  286 597
Rushes-Yards ........................... 29-109 36-153
Passing ..........................................  177 444
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 3-75
Kickoff Returns ............................ 4-55 4-78
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 1-0 1-6
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  18-34-1 35-46-1
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 1-21 0-0
Punts .......................................... 5-44.6 2-54.5
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 3-2 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 3-23 9-98
Time Of Possession ....................  23:26 36:34 

pAssiNG
California: Mendoza 18-34-1-177. oregon: Nix 29-38-1-
386, Thompson 6-8-0-58. 

RUshiNG
California: Ott 20-93, J.Thomas 3-19, Williams-Thomas 
3-9, Mendoza 3-(minus 12). oregon: Irving 18-89, 
J.James 7-44, Limar 3-20, Dowdell 2-13, Nix 5-3, 
Te.Johnson 1-(minus 16). 

RECEiviNG
California: J.Hunter 5-64, Grizzell 4-50, Ott 4-15, Endries 
2-10, Hightower 1-18, M.Young 1-13, Davis 1-7. oregon: 
Te.Johnson 12-180, Franklin 6-79, Holden 5-48, Irving 
4-28, Ferguson 3-35, Bryant 2-38, J.James 2-30, Limar 1-6. 

No. 3 Michigan 41, Purdue 13

pURDUE ...................................  0 6 0 7 — 13
miChiGAN ..............................  17 3 7 14 — 41

fiRsT QUARTER
miCh: Corum 2 run (Turner kick), 10:30.
miCh: Corum 3 run (Turner kick), 6:05.
miCh: FG Turner 30, 4:20.

sECoND QUARTER
miCh: FG Turner 31, 7:10.
pUR: FG Freehill 32, 3:52.
pUR: FG Freehill 31, :29.

ThiRD QUARTER
miCh: S.Morgan 44 run (Turner kick), 3:12.

foURTh QUARTER
miCh: Corum 3 run (Turner kick), 14:18.
miCh: Edwards 1 run (Turner kick), 4:30.
pUR: Burks 24 pass from Card (Freehill kick), :18.

purdue michigan
First Downs .....................................  10 22
Total Net Yards .............................  269 445
Rushes-Yards ........................... 29-125 34-110
Passing ..........................................  144 335
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 5-39
Kickoff Returns ............................ 1-12 1-21
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-26
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  12-28-1 24-37-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-6 3-34
Punts ........................................ 10-41.3 4-43.25
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards ............................ 5-58 1-10
Time Of Possession ....................  26:06 33:54 

pAssiNG
purdue: Card 12-28-1-144. michigan: McCarthy 24-37-0-
335. 

RUshiNG
purdue: Tracy 11-61, Mockobee 13-38, Card 5-26. michi-
gan: S.Morgan 1-44, Corum 15-44, Edwards 8-21, Mull-
ings 4-20, C.Johnson 1-14, (Team) 1-(minus 2), McCar-
thy 4-(minus 31). 

RECEiviNG
purdue: Dixon-Veal 4-32, Burks 3-43, Tracy 2-13, Rice 
1-43, G.Miller 1-9, Mockobee 1-4. michigan: Wilson 
9-143, Loveland 4-55, Edwards 3-41, C.Johnson 2-39, 
S.Morgan 2-27, Morris 2-27, Corum 2-3. 

No. 5 Washington 52, 
No. 20 Southern California 42

WAshiNGToN .........................  7 28 7 10 — 52
soUThERN CAL .....................  14 14 14 0 — 42

fiRsT QUARTER
UsC: R.Brown 2 run (Lynch kick), 8:56.
WAsh: D.Johnson 2 run (Gross kick), 3:38.
UsC: C.Williams 1 run (Lynch kick), :35.

sECoND QUARTER
WAsh: Culp 22 pass from Penix (Gross kick), 11:37.
UsC: Barlow 1 run (Lynch kick), 9:31.
WAsh: D.Johnson 52 run (Gross kick), 6:44.
UsC: Washington 41 pass from C.Williams (Lynch kick), 
4:04.
WAsh: Polk 4 pass from Penix (Gross kick), 1:14.
WAsh: D.Johnson 1 run (Gross kick), :20.

ThiRD QUARTER
UsC: Rice 25 pass from C.Williams (Lynch kick), 8:00.
WAsh: Penix 1 run (Gross kick), 4:21.
UsC: Mar.Williams 20 pass from C.Williams (Lynch 
kick), 1:41.

foURTh QUARTER
WAsh: FG Gross 43, 12:25.
WAsh: D.Johnson 1 run (Gross kick), 2:20.

Washington southern Cal
First Downs .....................................  27 22
Total Net Yards .............................  572 515
Rushes-Yards ........................... 42-316 27-203
Passing ..........................................  256 312
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 1-10
Kickoff Returns .......................... 5-112 3-43
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  22-30-1 27-36-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-7 3-30
Punts ............................................ 1-0.0 2-33.5
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-1
Penalties-Yards ............................ 6-52 6-65
Time Of Possession ....................  34:40 25:20 

pAssiNG
Washington: Penix 22-30-1-256. southern Cal: C.Wil-
liams 27-35-0-312, (Team) 0-1-0-0. 

RUshiNG
Washington: D.Johnson 26-256, Nixon 4-24, Rogers 
5-21, Bernard 1-15, Polk 1-7, (Team) 2-(minus 3), Penix 
3-(minus 4). southern Cal: Jones 11-127, Barlow 2-44, 
R.Brown 3-16, C.Williams 10-16, (Team) 1-0. 

RECEiviNG
Washington: Odunze 5-82, Polk 5-52, G.Jackson 3-19, Culp 
2-27, D.Johnson 2-11, Cuevas 1-19, Rogers 1-15, Bernard 
1-14, Westover 1-11, Nixon 1-6. southern Cal: Washington 
8-122, Mar.Williams 4-42, McRee 4-22, Za.Branch 3-16, Rice 
2-44, Hudson 2-10, R.Brown 2-4, Robinson 1-43, Singer 1-9. 
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BY BETH HARRIS

aRCaDia, Calif. — White Abarrio 
won the $6 million Breeders’ Cup 
Classic by a length  Saturday, put-
ting trainer Rick Dutrow back on 
top months after his 10-year exile 
from the sport ended.

A celebratory Dutrow hugged 
anyone he could in the winner’s 
circle before throwing his arms 
around White Abarrio. He previ-
ously won the Classic in 2005 with 
Saint Liam.

“It feels unbelievable,” Dutrow 
said. “I love it.”

Ridden by Irad Ortiz Jr., White 
Abarrio ran 11/4 miles in 2:02.87. 
Sent off as the 5-2 favorite, the gray 
colt paid $7.20 to win.

“I thought that he was a winner 
the whole way around the track,” 
Dutrow said.

Dutrow saddled White Abarrio 
for just the third time. The 4-year-
old colt was previously trained by 
Saffie Joseph Jr., but the owners 
moved him to Dutrow’s barn after 
two of Joseph’s other horses died 
this spring. 

Dutrow returned to training  
this year after serving a 10-year 
suspension by New York racing 
officials for a history of violations. 
The 64-year-old trained Big 
Brown to victories in the 2008 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness.

Japan-bred Derma Sotogake 
was second, and Proxy was third. 

Cody’s Wish rallied from last 
and survived a stewards’ inquiry 
to defend his title in the $1 million 
Dirt Mile.

Ridden by Junior Alvarado, 
Cody’s Wish ran the distance in 
1:35.97. Sent off as the 4-5 favorite, 
the 5-year-old  paid $3.60 to win.

Cody’s Wish dueled leader Na-
tional Treasure down the stretch. 
Cody’s Wish twice bumped Na-
tional Treasure and jockey Flavien 
Prat before the Preakness winner 
made contact with Cody’s Wish, 
triggering the inquiry.

“Right when I got next to Na-
tional Treasure, I know he kind of 
came out and tried to meet with 
my horse,” Alvarado said. “I just 
think at that point where he’s 

brushing my horse, I had the big-
ger horse and the mean horse, 
probably. I think my horse was 
feeling a little bit of a fight, and he 
tried to go right after the other 
horse.”

The stewards studied video re-
plays for seven minutes while the 
two horses were walked in circles 
on the track and the crowd waited 
to see which   would get his picture 
taken in the winner’s circle.

It was Cody’s Wish by a nose.
“I knew it was nothing really to 

change the outcome,” Alvarado 
said. “My horse was already in 
front; he was never going to let 
that other horse go by again.”

Bob Baffert, who trains Nation-
al Treasure, nodded his head at the 
finish, seemingly knowing that he 
had lost by the slimmest margin in 
horse racing.

The victory ensured a story-
book ending for Cody’s Wish in his 
final race before retirement. He 
won 11 of 16 career starts, includ-
ing eight in stakes races, and over 
$3.1 million in earnings.

Waiting in the winner’s circle 
during the inquiry was Cody Dor-
man, a teenager who has a rare 
genetic disorder and uses a wheel-
chair. He and the horse first met 
during a Make-A-Wish visit to a 
Kentucky farm when Cody’s Wish 
was a foal in 2018. Cody’s Wish 
walked over to Dorman’s wheel-
chair and put his head in the boy’s 
lap, creating a touching bond.

“I think that horse probably 
saved Cody’s life in a lot of ways,” 
said Kelly Dorman, the boy’s fa-
ther. “I know him and the horse 
have made a lot of lives better.”

The Dormans were on hand last 
year when Cody’s Wish won the 
Dirt Mile by a head at Keeneland, 
and they joined Hall of Fame train-
er Bill Mott in celebrating again.

“It’s probably one of the most 
memorable rides that we’ve all 
been on,” Mott said.

Mott and Alvarado teamed to 
win their second Cup race of the 
weekend. They took the $2 million 
Juvenile Fillies with Just F Y I on 
Friday.

— Associated Press

Breeders’ CuP

Dutrow’s White Abarrio 
wins $6 million   Classic

Murray scored 20 for the Hawks, 
who trailed by 10 early in the 
second half before surging in front 
with a 30-10 run. 

Atlanta’s victory came despite 
the return of both Zion William-
son (25 points) and Brandon In-
gram (16) to the Pelicans’ lineup. 
l HORNETS 125, PACERS 

124: In Indianapolis, Mark Wil-
liams scored 27 points, Gordon 
Hayward had 23 and Charlotte 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak.

Terry Rozier scored 22 and has 
scored 20 or more in all five Hor-
nets games this season.

Tyrese Haliburton tied a career 
high with 43 points to lead the 
Pacers, who have lost three of four.
l TIMBERWOLVES 123, 

JAZZ 95: Karl-Anthony Towns 
scored 15 of his season-high 25 
points in a dominant third-quar-
ter stretch as Minnesota pulled 
away in a blowout of Utah in Min-
neapolis.

Anthony Edwards led the Tim-
berwolves with 31 points: 19 in the 
first half and 12 in the fourth quar-
ter.

Lauri Markkanen led the Jazz 
with 22 points.
l CELTICS 124, NETS 112: 

Jayson Tatum scored 32 points 
and grabbed 11 rebounds to propel 
Boston to a victory in New York.

Tatum was one of five players to 
finish in double-figure scoring for 
the Celtics, who improved to 5-0.

Jaylen Brown had 23 points for 
Boston, and Kristaps Porzingis 
added 22.

Cam Thomas led Brooklyn with 
27.
l ROCKETS 107, KINGS 89: 

Dillon Brooks scored 12 of his 26 
points in the fourth quarter to 
help propel host Houston past 
Sacramento.

The Rockets won their second 
straight after they opened the sea-
son with three consecutive losses.

just in October like a lot of these 
guys. He’s the best at this.” . . . 

The overriding sentiment 
from executives who were in 
contact with the Seahawks 
around the deadline is that the 
franchise has a path to the NFC 
West title right now, with the 
49ers injured and stumbling. 
“They are going for it,” one rival 
GM said. “They’ll keep adding 
guys off the street, too. That team 
is going to be sold in 2025, and 
[Coach Pete Carroll] can’t do this 
forever. They feel like they’ve got 
a two-year window there to make 
something happen.” . . .

Wherever Bill Belichick ends 
up next — with each passing 
week, his departure from New 
England after this season is 
considered more of a fait 
accompli in industry circles — 
look for McDaniels to be with 
him running his offense. Bill 
O’Brien’s work with third-year 
quarterback Mac Jones is 
earning no laurels, in that 
building or around the league, 
and McDaniels’s work with Jones 
as a rookie looks even more 
significant in hindsight. “Josh is 
his guy,” one general manager 
said of Belichick. “That’s his next 
OC.” . . .

With the Desmond Ridder 
experiment finally over, and with 
Atlanta Falcons Coach Arthur 
Smith a fan of reunions with his 
former quarterbacks — such as 
Marcus Mariota, who followed 
Smith from Tennessee to Atlanta 
— might another be in store in 
2024? Ryan Tannehill is poised to 
be the top free agent quarterback 
in a weak class, especially with 
Kirk Cousins injuring his 
Achilles’ tendon and probably 
returning to the Minnesota 
Vikings anyhow, and the Falcons 
are going to finish way too high 
in the standings to get a top 
quarterback in the first round of 
the draft next spring. Owner 
Arthur Blank seems to relish 
low-money Hail Marys at that 
position in recent years, but even 
if Tannehill looks like a fit, such a 
signing would probably land 
with the same thud as those 
previous moves.

And the bar for progress in Las 
Vegas is set quite low.

Another error in Chicago
Disgruntled Bears cornerback 

Jaylon Johnson, whom the team 
opted not to make clearly 
available until close to the trade 
deadline, has no future in 
Chicago.

Sometimes, post-deadline 
rhetoric is just talk, but in this 
case, when Johnson says he is 
not interested in a contract 
extension with the Bears, believe 
him. More to the point, based on 
conversations with multiple NFL 
general managers who were in 
contact with Johnson’s 
representatives once granted 
permission by the Bears, the bad 
blood between him the team that 
selected him in the second round 
in 2020 will lead to his departure 
as a free agent in the offseason.

“That’s over — trust me,” said 
one GM involved in the process. 
“The agent told us there was no 
way he was signing back there no 
matter what, and I believe him. 
And the Bears know it, too. He’s 
gone. So now you’re looking at a 
2025 comp pick instead of 
something to help you next year.”

For a perpetually rebuilding 
team with so few blue chip 
players, Chicago’s self-induced 
errors keep coming.

Notes from around the league
Of all the deals made in 

October, the one executives I 
spoke with believe could have 
the biggest impact is the Eagles’ 
acquisition of former all-pro 
safety Kevin Byard. If nothing 
else, it was lauded as one of the 
top value acquisitions. Eagles 
General Manager Howie 
Roseman “is the best in the 
league at this, man; he really is,” 
said one rival executive who was 
in contact with Roseman. “Some 
guys wait until a few days before 
the deadline, but Howie works 
the trade market like 365 days a 
year. He is always on the phone, 
always trying to figure out who is 
in the doghouse or might become 
available. He’s always looking for 
an edge in the trade market, not 

because he is not permitted to 
comment on the operations of 
other teams.) “He just blew 
everything up at the trade 
deadline. The last two coaches 
had total control of the building 
and too much power, and he’s 
still paying them both. Hiring 
[Pierce] would be totally 
different for him, and for a lot 
less. If they play hard for him, I 
could see it.”

Davis is viewed around the 
league as malleable and easy to 
persuade; keeping Pierce, 45, 
who has limited experience 
coaching in high school and 
college, let alone the NFL — his 
first pro gig began last year as 
the Raiders’ linebackers coach — 
would be entirely his call. His 
creation. His guy. Pierce grew up 
a Raiders fan in Compton, Calif., 
at the peak of the franchise’s 
cultural relevance, is a fiery 
leader and can relate to players 
in a very different way than 
Gruden or McDaniels, factors 
that will probably resonate with 
Davis (and partly explain the 
decision to turn to him in the 
first place). For what it’s worth, 
that locker room seemed utterly 
loose and almost jubilant as 
reporters strolled in midweek.

Player morale in Las Vegas 
was low before the change, and 
many of the stars Davis is paying 
the most money were desperate 
to get out at the deadline. If that 
sentiment changes a bit under 
Pierce, that also would hold sway 
with the owner, rival executives 
believe. Winning games with this 
roster won’t be easy, but more 
conventional coaching moves 
have brought Davis nothing but 
sunk costs to this point. And 
keep in mind that his father, Al, 
was a champion of diversity — 
and was his own man and an 
iconoclast perhaps to a fault, a 
shadow that has always engulfed 
his son.

“This feels like the kind of 
thing his old man might have 
done,” one longtime NFL 
executive said.

Seller’s remorse about Bisaccia 
might just lead to buying the 
interim coach this time around. 

Mark Davis is, 
remarkably, in 
almost the same 
spot he found 
himself two years 
ago: with more 

than two months remaining on 
the NFL schedule and someone 
with no head coaching 
experience running his football 
club.

In 2021, the mess was not of 
the Las Vegas Raiders owner’s 
own doing; the emergence of 
inappropriate emails from then-
coach Jon Gruden resulted in the 
midseason shift to longtime 
special teams coach Rich 
Bisaccia. This time, though, it 
was all Davis after he opted to 
fire Josh McDaniels and the 
coach’s handpicked general 
manager (Dave Ziegler) and 
offensive coordinator (Mick 
Lombardi) following Monday 
night’s dire outing against the 
Detroit Lions. 

The previous change 
prompted the best stretch of 
Raiders football since Davis took 
over for his father. They defied 
the odds to finish 7-5 under 
Bisaccia, including an upset of 
the Dallas Cowboys on 
Thanksgiving and four straight 
wins to end the regular season, 
before a hard-fought, 26-19 loss 
to a rising Bengals team in the 
first round of the playoffs.

I bring this all up now, in the 
aftermath of Davis naming 
former New York Giants and 
Washington linebacker Antonio 
Pierce his interim coach, not 
because other coaches and 
executives around the league 
believe Davis will turn back to 
Bisaccia — now the Packers’ 
assistant head coach and special 
teams coordinator — next 
season. But rather because this 
might, finally, be the occasion in 
which an interim head coach 
gets to keep the job, something 
exceedingly rare for coaches of 
color.

“He’s a total wild card,” one 
NFL general manager said of 
Davis after the late-night firings. 
(The general manager spoke on 
the condition of anonymity 

Pierce gets opportunity to clean up the Raiders’ mess
On 
the nFL
Jason 
la canfora
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Las Vegas interim coach Antonio Pierce grew up a Raiders fan in Compton, Calif., but his inexperience made him an unorthodox choice.

FROM NEWS SERVICES
AND STAFF REPORTS

Defensive end Montez Sweat 
agreed to a four-year, $98 million 
extension with the Chicago Bears 
that includes more than $72 mil-
lion in guarantees, according to a 
person with knowledge of the 
terms.

The contract makes Sweat the 
fifth-highest-paid edge rusher in 
the NFL in average annual value 
($24.5 million), according to the 
contracts website Over the Cap, 
and allows Chicago to preserve its 
franchise tag for 2024.

The Washington Commanders 
traded Sweat to the Bears on 
Tuesday for a 2024 second-round 
pick. It was the first of two deals 
the Commanders made before 
the league’s trade deadline; they 
also sent defensive end Chase 
Young to the San Francisco 49ers 
for a compensatory third-round 
pick.

“We expect him to come here 
and help our entire team get 
better,” Bears General Manager 
Ryan Poles said of Sweat to Chica-

go media  Wednesday. “We see 
him as a long, fast, explosive, 
relentless defensive end that can 
help us both in the run and in the 
pass game, and, really, I see him as 
a multiplier. He’s going to allow 
everyone to play better —  our 
entire defensive front, our cor-
ners, our safeties.”

Washington selected Sweat 
with the 26th pick of the 2019 
draft after trading up. The former 
Mississippi State standout still 
holds the record for the fastest 
40-yard dash by a defensive line-
man at the NFL combine and has 
one of the longest wingspans 
among his position group.

In his four-plus seasons with 
the Commanders, Sweat totaled 
35.5 sacks, 85 quarterback hits, 
nine forced fumbles and 11 passes 
defended.

— Nicki Jhabvala
l JETS: Aaron Rodgers reaf-

firmed that he hopes to be back on 
the field this season for New York.

The 39-year-old quarterback, 
who was among those in the 
crowd at Santa Anita Park for the 
Breeders’ Cup, told NBC Sports 

that he is rehabbing daily and 
“feeling good.” Rodgers tore his 
left Achilles’ tendon four snaps 
into his debut with the Jets on 
Sept. 11.

There have been some signs of 
hope — the most recent coming 
last weekend when he dropped 
back and put some weight on his 
injured left leg as he threw several 
passes during warmups before 
the Jets’ game against the New 
York Giants. 
l CHARGERS: Wide receiver 

Joshua Palmer will miss Los An-
geles’s game against the Jets on 
Monday night with a knee injury.

Palmer, who did not practice all 
week, is second on the Chargers in 
receptions (23) and receiving 
yards (377). He was limited by 
knee problems in last week’s 
game against the  Bears and had 
three catches for 24 yards.

With Palmer out of the lineup, 
first-round pick Quentin John-
ston is expected to get more 
snaps. Johnston had five catches 
for 50 yards last week after being 
limited to one catch in the previ-
ous two games.

l DOLPHINS: Miami activat-
ed left tackle Terron Armstead off 
injured reserve ahead of its game 
against the Kansas City Chiefs in 
Frankfurt, Germany.

Armstead sustained a knee in-
jury in Week 4 against the Buffalo 
Bills, had been limited in practice 
this week and was listed as ques-
tionable for Sunday.

Armstead is now set to return 
to the league’s No. 1 offense on a 
line that has allowed just 12 sacks 
through eight games.
l MISC.: NFL Commissioner 

Roger Goodell said Berlin has 
shown “a lot of interest” in host-
ing a game as the league plans to 
extend its agreement to play in 
Germany beyond 2025.

Frankfurt is hosting two games 
starting Sunday when the Chiefs 
play the Dolphins at Deutsche 
Bank Park. The first regular sea-
son game was played last year in 
Munich.

The  current deal calls for one 
game next season — it’s scheduled 
for Munich — and another in 
2025, probably in Frankfurt.

— Associated Press

nFL notes

Sweat, Bears agree on  four-year, $98M extension

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Philadelphia 76ers needed 
a lift from a big man out of Kansas 
each time the undermanned 
Phoenix Suns made a run at the 
lead.

Joel Embiid?
Sure, the reigning NBA MVP 

did his part with another double-
double and even got to watch the 
fourth quarter from the bench.

But the former Jayhawk with 
the big buckets in this one — 17 
points at the half — was Kelly 
Oubre Jr. The early surprise of the 
season, Oubre has done more than 
fit in with the 76ers — he found a 
way to stand out with his third 
20-point game of the season.

“He’s athletic and can put the 
ball on the floor and shoot,” Embi-
id said. “It’s that simple.”

Embiid had 26 points and 11 
rebounds, Oubre scored 25 points, 
and Philadelphia upended Phoe-
nix, 112-100, at home  Saturday for 
its fourth straight win.

With Bradley Beal (back 
spasms) and Devin Booker 
(sprained left ankle) sitting out, 
the Suns faltered in the fourth 
quarter and lost their third 
straight. Kevin Durant kept Phoe-
nix within striking range until late 
with 31 points. He made 12 of 14 
free throws.

Tyrese Maxey overcame a slow 
start and had 22 points and 10 
assists for the 76ers. Tobias Harris 
added 18 points and 10 rebounds.
l MAGIC 120, LAKERS 101: 

Franz Wagner scored 26 points 
and Paolo Banchero added 25 
points, 10 assists and seven re-
bounds as Orlando trounced visit-
ing Los Angeles. 

Rookie Anthony Black got his 
first start for the Magic and scored 
11 points. Goga Bitadze started at 
center for Orlando and finished 
with 10 points, 10 rebounds and 
five blocks.

Anthony Davis had 28 points, 13 
rebounds and seven blocks for the 
Lakers. LeBron James finished 
with 24 points and nine rebounds.
l HAWKS 123, PELICANS 

105: In New Orleans, Trae Young 
had 22 points and 12 assists to help 
vault Atlanta to its fourth consecu-
tive victory.

Jalen Johnson added 21 points 
and 11 rebounds and Dejounte 

nBa rounduP

Chalk it up: Philadelphia 
carried by two Jayhawks

76ers 112,
suns 100

Wizards’ next tHree

at Philadelphia 76ers

Tomorrow 7 monumental

at Charlotte Hornets

Wednesday 7 monumental

vs Charlotte Hornets

Friday 7 monumental

Radio: WTEM (980 AM)
or WDCH (99.1 FM)
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cowboys (5-2) at eagles (7-1), 4:25 p.m. (Fox) » a.J. Brown has the NFl 
record for the most consecutive games (six) with at least 125 receiving 
yards. (He had 130 against Washington.) like Tyreek Hill, he’s on pace to 
break the single-season receiving yardage record (Calvin Johnson’s 1,964 
in 2012). Dallas has won four of the past five meetings with Philadelphia, 
averaging 37 points.

bills (5-3) at bengals (4-3), 8:20 p.m. (nbc) » in a 3-1 start, Buffalo 
outscored its opponents 139-55. Over their past four games, the Bills are 
2-2, outscoring opponents 83-81, and now they face a scary Bengals team 
with a healthy Joe Burrow. He has led Cincinnati to three straight wins and 
has the league’s best passer rating (111.8) over that span (with Ja’marr 
Chase averaging 124 receiving yards in those games).

chargers (3-4) at Jets (4-3), 8:15 p.m. monday (abc, espn) » los 
angeles may have hit on a formula with austin ekeler and Keenan allen 
combining for 18 targets (with 15 receptions) against the Bears. Granted, 
that was against the Bears, but Justin Herbert also had his best passing 
day in a month.

—Cindy Boren 

rams (3-5) at packers (2-5), 1 p.m. » after not throwing any 
interceptions in his first two games, Jordan love has been picked off eight 
times in the past five. so let’s check in with Green Bay Coach matt laFleur: 
“it’s just like, you know, we’re a mess right now.”

buccaneers (3-4) at texans (3-4), 1 p.m. » Quarterback Baker mayfield 
could use a little help from the ground game. Tampa Bay’s rushing success 
rate (26.5 percent) ranks last in the NFl, and the Bucs are on pace to post 
the NFl’s worst mark since the 2013 Ravens’ 24.6. Tampa Bay’s second-
leading rusher is mayfield.

bears (2-6) at saints (4-4), 1 p.m. » Taysom Hill passed for 44 yards and 
led the saints in rushing (nine carries for 63 yards) last week. He is posting 
the highest rushing success rate (65.5 percent) of his career.

colts (3-5) at panthers (1-6), 4:05 p.m. » indianapolis is the only team to 
have scored 20 or more points in every game, which is nice — except the 
defense has allowed an average of 38 over a losing streak that stands at 
three.

giants (2-6) at raiders (3-5), 4:25 p.m. » Davante adams chose to play 
for the Raiders, his favorite team, and to team up with Derek Carr. But Carr 
was shipped off, and adams’s frustration boiled over monday night, when 
he snagged one pass for 11 yards (on seven targets — two of which should 
have resulted in touchdown bombs) from Jimmy Garoppolo. He hasn’t had 
a one-reception game since 2017. maybe the firing of Josh mcDaniels will 
help things. (it really can’t hurt.) Rookie aidan O’Connell will start instead 
of Garoppolo.

dolphins (6-2) at chiefs (6-2) in Frankfurt, germany, 9:30 a.m. (nFl 
network) » Tyreek Hill meets his former team after becoming the fastest 
to reach 1,000 receiving yards in a season in the super Bowl era. With 
nine games left, he has caught 61 passes for 1,014 yards — and his goal of 
topping 2,000 doesn’t seem unrealistic. still, miami has yet to beat a team 
with a winning record, and Kansas City has yet to find a wide receiver who 
can catch the ball and hold on to said ball. Kansas City had five turnovers 
in last week’s loss at Denver — tied for the most since andy Reid was hired 
in 2013.

Vikings (4-4) at Falcons (4-4), 1 p.m. » second-year quarterback 
Desmond Ridder has had seven turnovers in the past three weeks and got 
a concussion evaluation at halftime last week. He was cleared, but atlanta 
stuck with Taylor Heinicke, who led the team to four scoring drives in six 
possessions in the second half against Tennessee. The Falcons rewarded 
Heinicke with the start against the Vikings. minnesota, stunned by the 
injury to Kirk Cousins, added Joshua Dobbs to the roster in a Halloween 
trade with arizona, but rookie Jaren Hall will start this week.

seahawks (5-2) at ravens (6-2), 1 p.m. (cbs) » in 18 starts against NFC 
teams, lamar Jackson is 17-1. in the Ravens’ previous meeting with 
seattle, in 2019, he ran for 116 yards and a touchdown.

cardinals (1-7) at browns (4-3), 1 p.m. » The status of Deshaun 
Watson’s shoulder remained unclear until Friday, when Cleveland Coach 
Kevin stefanski announced that he would start after missing all but one 
quarter of the Browns’ past four games with an arm injury. in Watson’s 
10 starts, the Browns are 6-4, averaging 21 points.

souTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Atlanta  4 4 0 .500 138 161

New Orleans  4 4 0 .500 171 154

Tampa Bay  3 4 0 .429 121 128

Carolina  1 6 0 .143 127 199 

NorTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Detroit  6 2 0 .750 200 165

Minnesota  4 4 0 .500 175 162

Green Bay  2 5 0 .286 140 156

Chicago  2 6 0 .250 171 218 

WEsT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Seattle  5 2 0 .714 168 138

San Francisco  5 3 0 .625 218 140

L.A. Rams  3 5 0 .375 175 184

Arizona  1 7 0 .125 151 213 

EasT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Miami  6 2 0 .750 271 204

Buffalo  5 3 0 .625 222 136

N.Y. Jets  4 3 0 .571 126 129

New England  2 6 0 .250 118 208 

souTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Jacksonville  6 2 0 .750 193 156

Houston  3 4 0 .429 148 128

Indianapolis  3 5 0 .375 205 229

Tennessee  3 5 0 .375 148 160 

NorTh W L T PcT. PF Pa

Baltimore  6 2 0 .750 202 121

Pittsburgh  5 3 0 .625 133 163

Cincinnati  4 3 0 .571 131 144

Cleveland  4 3 0 .571 154 139 

WEsT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Kansas City  6 2 0 .750 187 129

L.A. Chargers  3 4 0 .429 174 168

Denver  3 5 0 .375 172 226

Las Vegas  3 5 0 .375 126 187 

EasT W L T PcT. PF Pa

Philadelphia  7 1 0 .875 224 172

Dallas  5 2 0 .714 197 120

Washington  3 5 0 .375 171 228

N.Y. Giants  2 6 0 .250 95 187 

other games

.229 WInnIng percentage

 New england Patriots Coach Bill Belichick’s  reputation for bamboozling 
young opposing quarterbacks is well deserved and will be a test for sam 
Howell this week. since 2000, quarterbacks in their first or second seasons 
have gone 19-64 (.229) against him, according to the website Trumedia. 
Other stats are just as abysmal: 55.4 completion percentage, 190 passing 
yards per game, 88 touchdowns to 109 interceptions. Over the past two 
seasons, even as serious cracks have started to show in Belichick’s team, it 
hasn’t really faltered against young passers, embarrassing the Colts’ sam 
ehlinger and the Jets’ Zach Wilson (twice). in 2022, Justin Fields was able to 
use his arms and legs to lead Chicago past the Patriots, 33-14.

36.3 percent blItz rate

 For the second time in three weeks, the Commanders will face a blitz-
heavy defense. The Patriots send pressure 36.3 percent of the time, which 
ranks fifth in the NFl. Commanders Coach Ron Rivera stressed that New 
england’s scheme is already difficult because of how well the unit 
disguises its intentions by mixing up the appearances of fronts, coverages, 
stunts, alignments and personnel groupings. “across the board, they try 
not to give you the clues [to figure out the defense presnap],” he said. “you 
can do the different motions and shifts that you do, and for the most part, 

that’s going to help you. But sometimes it’s going to lie to you as well. That’s 
the thing that we’ve tried to get across to sam: ‘you’ve just got to be 
prepared for the looks that you get presnap and post-snap.’ and so he’ll 
have to make his decisions quickly.”

mInus-0.18 epa per dropback

 By expected points added, an advanced metric that gives yards context, 
New england has one of the worst passing offenses in the NFl. it’s bad in 
large part because mac Jones is tied for third in the NFl with 10 turnovers 
(eight interceptions, two fumbles). But it also has struggled mightily to 
throw on third and fourth down, converting just 24 of 91 chances 
(26 percent). For Washington, with a pass rush remade by Tuesday’s trades 
of Chase young to the 49ers and montez sweat to the Bears, it will be 
important to generate pressure on Jones. He’ll be without two of his top 
wide receivers: Kendrick Bourne, who suffered a season-ending aCl tear 
last week, and DeVante Parker (concussion). if the Commanders can 
pressure Jones and avoid the blown coverages that creep up in most 
weeks, their defense could keep a lid on the limited Patriots offense. “They 
have tremendous situational awareness, so we’re going to need to have 
that ourselves,” Commanders defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio said. 
“They’re physical and well coached.”

— Sam Fortier

Billie Weiss/GeTTy imaGes

Mac Jones’s propensity for turnovers — he is tied for third in the NFL  with 10 — has played a major role in the Patriots’ struggles. 

Washington Commanders (3-5) at New England Patriots (2-6)
Time: 1 p.m. TV: Fox.  Radio: WBIG (100.3 FM). Line: Patriots by 3.

For in-game analysis, live stats and discussion, read our live blog at postsports.com.

by the numbers

NFL week 9

aFc nFc

commanders patrIots

1 Jahan Dotson WR 5-11 182
2 Dyami Brown WR 6-0 195
3 Byron Pringle WR 6-1 203
4 Curtis Samuel WR 5-11 195
5 Tress Way P 6-1 220
6 Joey Slye K 5-11 213
8 Brian Robinson Jr. RB 6-1 228
12 Jacoby Brissett QB 6-4 235
13 Emmanuel Forbes Jr. CB 6-0 180
14 Sam Howell QB 6-1 220
17 Terry McLaurin WR 6-0 210
20 Jartavius Martin DB 6-0 195
23 Chris Rodriguez Jr. RB 5-11 224
24 Antonio Gibson RB 6-2 220
25 Benjamin St-Juste CB 6-3 200
26 Tariq Castro-Fields CB 6-1 197
29 Kendall Fuller CB 5-11 198
31 Kamren Curl S 6-2 198
32 Terrell Burgess S 5-11 202
34 Christian Holmes CB 6-1 205
35 Percy Butler S 6-0 191
36 Danny Johnson CB 5-9 190
40 Alex Armah RB 6-1 255
41 Jabril  Cox LB 6-3 235
45 De'Jon Harris LB 6-0 245
47 Khaleke Hudson LB 6-0 220
50 Andre Jones Jr. DE 6-5 258
51 David Mayo LB 6-2 240
52 Jamin Davis LB 6-3 234
53 Ricky Stromberg C 6-4 313
54 Camaron Cheeseman LS 6-4 237
55 KJ Henry DE 6-4 255
62 Alex Akingbulu T 6-5 300
63 Nick Gates C 6-5 312
69 Tyler Larsen C 6-4 335
71 Andrew Wylie G/T 6-6 309
72 Charles Leno Jr. T 6-3 302
73 Trent Scott T 6-5 320
74 Nolan Laufenberg C/G 6-3 312
75 Chris Paul G 6-4 324
76 Sam Cosmi T 6-6 309
78 Cornelius Lucas T 6-8 327
80 Curtis Hodges TE 6-8 240
82 Logan Thomas TE 6-6 250
83 Jamison Crowder WR 5-9 177
85 Cole Turner TE 6-6 240
86 Mitchell Tinsley WR 6-1 205
87 John Bates TE 6-6 259
91 John Ridgeway III DT 6-5 321
93 Jonathan Allen DT 6-3 300
94 Daron Payne DT 6-3 320
95 Casey Toohill DE 6-5 254
96 James Smith-Williams DE 6-4 265
97 Efe Obada DE 6-6 265
98 Phidarian Mathis DT 6-4 312

roster

oFFense
QB Mac Jones Bailey Zappe
RB Rhamondre Stevenson Ezekiel Elliott
WR Jalen Reagor Matthew Slater
WR Demario Douglas Tyquan Thornton
WR JuJu Smith-Schuster Kayshon Boutte
TE Hunter Henry Mike Gesicki
LT Trent Brown Vederian Lowe
LG Cole Strange Atonio Mafi
C David Andrews Jake Andrews
RG Sidy Sow Mike Onwenu
RT Mike Onwenu Vederian Lowe

deFense and specIal teams
DE Deatrich Wise Jr. Sam Roberts
NT Davon Godchaux Christian Barmore
DE Lawrence Guy Sr. Keion White
OLB Marte Mapu Anfernee Jennings
ILB Ja'Whaun Bentley Mack Wilson Sr.
ILB Jahlani Tavai
OLB Josh Uche Chris Board
CB Jonathan Jones Jack Jones
SS Kyle Dugger Adrian Phillips
FS Jabrill Peppers Jalen Mills
CB Myles Bryant J.C. Jackson
K Chad Ryland
P Bryce Barringer
H Bryce Barringer
PR Myles Bryant Demario Douglas
KR Ty Montgomery II Jalen Reagor
LS Joe Cardona

depth chart

oFFense
QB Sam Howell Jacoby Brissett
RB Brian Robinson Jr. Antonio Gibson
WR Terry McLaurin Jamison Crowder
WR Jahan Dotson
WR Dyami Brown Byron Pringle
TE Logan Thomas John Bates
LT Charles Leno Jr. Cornelius Lucas
LG Chris Paul Nolan Laufenberg 
C Tyler Larsen Nick Gates
RG Sam Cosmi Alex Akingbulu 
RT Andrew Wylie Trent Scott

deFense and specIal teams
DE James Smith-Williams Efe Obada
DT Daron Payne John Ridgeway
DT Jonathan Allen Phidarian Mathis
DE Casey Toohill Andre Jones Jr.
MLB David Mayo Khaleke Hudson
OLB Jamin Davis Jabril Cox
CB Kendall Fuller Quan Martin
CB Danny Johnson Emmanuel Forbes Jr.
CB Benjamin St-Juste Tariq Castro-Fields
SS Kamren Curl Terrell Burgess
FS Percy Butler Quan Martin
K Joey Slye
P Tress Way
H Tress Way
PR Jamison Crowder Jahan Dotson
KR Antonio Gibson Byron Pringle
LS Camaron Chesseman

depth chart

1 DeVante Parker WR 6-3 215
2 Jalen Mills DB 6-0 200
3 Mack Wilson Sr. LB 6-1 246
4 Bailey Zappe QB 6-1 215
5 Jabrill Peppers DB 5-11 217
7 JuJu Smith-Schuster WR 6-1 215
8 Ja'Whaun Bentley LB 6-2 250
10 Mac Jones QB 6-3 220
11 Tyquan Thornton WR 6-2 185
13 Jack Jones DB 5-11 180
14 Ty Montgomery II RB 6-0 220
15 Ezekiel Elliott RB 6-0 225
17 Bryce Baringer P 6-3 215
18 Matthew Slater WR 6-0 205
19 Will Grier QB 6-1 220
21 Adrian Phillips DB 5-11 208
22 Cody Davis DB 6-2 205
23 Kyle Dugger DB 6-2 222
26 Shaun Wade CB 6-1 195
27 Myles Bryant DB 5-9 192
28 Alex Austin DB 6-1 191
29 J.C. Jackson DB 6-1 198
30 Marte Mapu LB 6-3 230
31 Jonathan Jones DB 5-10 185
33 Anfernee Jennings LB 6-3 255
37 Chad Ryland K 6-0 195
38 Rhamondre Stevenson RB 6-0 227
41 Brenden Schooler DB 6-1 210
45 Chris Board LB 6-2 244
48 Jahlani Tavai LB 6-2 255
49 Joe Cardona LS 6-3 245
55 Josh Uche LB 6-3 240
59 Vederian Lowe T 6-6 320
60 David Andrews C 6-3 300
62 Sidy Sow OL 6-5 318
67 Jake Andrews C 6-3 308
68 Atonio Mafi OL 6-3 330
69 Cole Strange OL 6-5 310
70 Jeremiah Pharms Jr. DL 6-3 300
71 Mike Onwenu OL 6-3 350
75 Conor McDermott T 6-8 305
76 Calvin Anderson OL 6-5 305
77 Trent Brown OL 6-8 370
80 Kayshon Boutte WR 6-0 197
81 Demario Douglas WR 5-8 192
83 Jalen Reagor WR 5-11 197
85 Hunter Henry TE 6-5 258
86 Pharaoh Brown TE 6-5 246
88 Mike Gesicki TE 6-6 245
90 Christian Barmore DL 6-5 315
91 Deatrich Wise Jr. DL 6-6 280
92 Davon Godchaux DL 6-3 330
93 Lawrence Guy Sr. DL 6-4 315
96 Sam Roberts DL 6-5 300
99 Keion White DE 6-5 290

roster

Week 1 
at Commanders 20, Cardinals 16

Week 2 
Commanders 35, at Broncos 33

Week 3
Bills 37, at Commanders 3

Week 4
at eagles 34, Commanders 31 (OT)

Week 5
Bears 40, at Commanders 20

Week 6
Commanders 24, at Falcons 16

Week 7
at Giants 14, Commanders 7

Week 8
eagles 38, at Commanders 31

Week 9 at patriots
1 p.m. (Fox)

Week 10 at seahawks
Nov. 12, 4:25 p.m. (Fox)

Week 11 vs. giants
Nov. 19, 1 p.m.  (Fox)

Week 12 at cowboys
Nov. 23 (Thurs.), 4:30  p.m. (CBs)

Week 13 vs. dolphins
Dec. 3, 1 p.m. (Fox)

Week 14
Bye

Week 15 at rams
Dec. 17, 4:05 p.m. (CBs)

Week 16 at Jets
Dec. 24, 1 p.m. (CBs)

Week 17 vs. 49ers
Dec. 31, 1 p.m. (Fox)

Week 18 vs. cowboys
Jan. 6/7; date, time and TV TBD

schedule

http://postsports.com
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules
http://stats.washingtonpost.com/fb/teamstats.asp?tm=28&type=schedules


sunday, november 5 ,  2023  .  the washington post eZ sU  D7

since he fired Pete Carroll the day 
after the 1999 season ended. He 
has not offered public thoughts on 
the direction of the Patriots this 
season, and through a team 
spokesman he declined an inter-
view for this story. It is difficult to 
know his outlook on his fran-
chise’s trajectory or the possibility 
of moving on from Belichick.

An interview Kraft gave 
NfL.com the week before Super 
Bowl XLIX — when the Patriots 
faced Carroll’s Seattle Seahawks — 
provides some insight. In short, 
what doomed Carroll — a lack of 
progress coupled with public pres-
sure — is what the Patriots are 
enduring now.

“We went from a team that was 
in the Super Bowl to going to the 
divisional round, and then the 
wild card, and then we went to 
8-8,” Kraft told NfL.com in febru-
ary 2015. “The problem for Pete 
coming into our situation was we 
had been in a Super Bowl, we were 
very close . . . and it looked like our 
team was spinning down each 
year, even though he did an excel-
lent job. So my perspective was, 
‘Where are we going?’ ”

In the same interview, Kraft ex-
plained that the Patriots main-
tained their organizational struc-
ture when they hired Belichick. 
When he won a Super Bowl in his 
second season, Kraft granted him 
more authority and independ-
ence. But that didn’t mean he 
stopped evaluating.

“Look, the second year he was 
with us, he won a Super Bowl,” 
Kraft said in 2015. “. . . over the 
next five years, as things evolved, I 
kept giving Bill more and more 
autonomy. And we won three Su-
per Bowls in that period. And then 
I’ve always checked to be sure in 
my own way that he doesn’t abuse 
the power he has and his work 
ethic is very, very good.”

History hovers over Belichick’s 
status. He stands 16 victories away 
from matching Don Shula’s career 
record, regular season and play-
offs combined. He reveres football 
history and acutely understands 
his place in it. He is a preeminent 
football historian and donated his 
collection of football books, con-
sidered the largest in the world, to 
the Naval Academy.

“I personally don’t think Bill is 
worried about a record,” Harrison 
said. “This is something that he’s 
done his whole life and something 
he’s great at, and I think he’s just 
going to continue to coach until 
that drive and that passion isn’t 
there. . . . He still has a lot to 
contribute to the game. The man, 
he’s still a genius.”

The remnants of the Patriots’ 
dynasty remain. The banners. A 
handful of championship players. 
The grumbles from the coach’s 
podium. But the success that de-
fined an NfL generation is gone. 
The Patriots are an empire whose 
time has passed, with no telling 
when, how or whether it will rise 
again.

also stem from barren drafts. Cor-
nerback Christian Gonzalez, cho-
sen 17th in April and currently on 
injured reserve, appears to be a 
potential star. But mostly, the Pa-
triots have either missed crucial 
picks or failed to keep the ones 
who hit. The last player they draft-
ed in the first three rounds and 
then signed to a second contract 
was safety Duron Harmon, a 
third-round pick in 2013.

Even by some in his own organi-
zation, Belichick has never been 
viewed as a strong evaluator in the 
draft. He leans on his own opin-
ions — gleaned from film study 
and workouts once the season 
ends, not the year-round, boots-
on-ground work of scouts — and 
insight from college coaching 
friends. The Patriots once held a 
draft edge on rivals because 
Belichick understood the value of 
amassing picks in an inherently 
fickle venture, but the spread of 
analytical insights and modern 
front offices have eroded that ad-
vantage.

‘You got to win, man’
Belichick, whose sons Brian 

and Stephen have positions on his 
defensive staff, runs everything on 
the football side of the   operation, a 
job that may have grown too de-
manding for one person, even a 
man of Belichick’s intellect and 
experience. The results and lack of 
progress post-Brady raise the po-
tential of a tectonic change. Will 
team owner robert Kraft allow 
Belichick to keep the entirety of 
his power? To stay at all? And 
would Belichick stand for being 
stripped of autonomy?

If the Patriots end up with a 
top-five draft pick and decide to 
restart with a quarterback, would 
the Patriots entrust a 72-year-old 
Belichick to develop him after 
watching Jones’s career arc?

Belichick approaches roster de-
cisions with a notorious lack of 
sentiment. Does he receive lenien-
cy afforded to the greatest coach of 
all time? or does he get the short 
leash so many of his great players 
— Lawyer milloy, richard Sey-
mour, Logan mankins, even Brady 
— received in their twilight? If 
Kraft has learned from his coach’s 
unemotional management, 
Belichick would be under harsh 
scrutiny.

“Everybody has to be held ac-
countable,” said Harrison, now an 
NBC analyst. “If you’re not playing 
as an individual player, you’re ei-
ther going to not be there or you’re 
going to be on the sideline. I would 
say Bill would have to look at 
himself the same way. If he’s not 
getting it done as a coach, if he’s 
not being successful, and Kraft 
decided to go in a different direc-
tion — you got to win, man. You got 
to be productive. And if you’re not 
winning, you’re not being produc-
tive, Bill would move in a different 
direction. That’s just the way busi-
ness works.”

Kraft has not changed coaches 

desperately needed offensive line 
help — still — its two rookie addi-
tions are essentially washes and 
one of its top free agent signings is 
on the bench.

meanwhile, Washington’s 
rookie class has yet to provide 
consistent contributions.

Consider that five of the team’s 
eight picks in 2020 have had con-
siderable starting time since en-
tering the league, be it as true 
starters or fill-ins.

five of the team’s 10 picks in 
2021 became starters, too. And in 
2022, two of the eight picks (Dot-
son and robinson) became im-
mediate starters while two others 
(Howell and safety Percy Butler) 
have been elevated into those 
roles, by performance or injury.

This year’s class, however, 
doesn’t include a single current 
starter. forbes is still listed as the 
No. 1 cornerback on the team’s 
depth chart, but he has not re-
gained the lead job over Danny 
Johnson.

“We have some questions that 
we’d like to get answered about 
the particular play, but he’s work-
ing at it,” rivera said of forbes on 
monday. “He’s getting better, and 
he’s just got to continue to work.”

The five other drafted rookies 
on the active roster have played a 
total of 63 offensive and defensive 
snaps, according to Trumedia.

Quan martin, a safety/nickel-
back taken in the second round, 
has played just 15 defensive snaps. 
Defensive end Andre Jones Jr. has 
played all of five defensive snaps. 
And fellow end K.J. Henry, whom 
the team traded up to select 137th 
overall in the fifth round, hasn’t 
played a single one.

That’s likely to change as the 
Commanders move on without 
their star defensive ends. But if 
the trade of Young reminded of 
anything, it’s that “there are no 
guarantees,” as  Del rio said 
Thursday.

“I’m certain of one thing, and 
that is when that pick was select-
ed back then, nobody envisioned 
that it would go the way it has in 
terms of missed time to injuries 
and whatever, then ultimately 
ended up being traded,” Del rio 
added of Young. “Not exactly what 
we all kind of were anticipating.”

back (Haskins) and a high-priced 
veteran acquired by trade 
(Wentz). Another veteran, ac-
quired via free agency (ryan fitz-
patrick), was lost after 16 snaps 
because of a hip injury.

Yet the more recent decisions 
are among the most perplexing.

The Commanders selected cor-
nerback Emmanuel forbes Jr. in 
the first round of the draft, believ-
ing his 165-pound frame wouldn’t 
be an issue at the pro level. for the 
most part, it hasn’t been; the over-
all play has been the problem.

The team benched forbes in 
Week 5, after he allowed a string 
of big completions in coverage to 
Eagles wide receiver A.J. Brown 
and Bears wideout DJ moore. 
forbes has played sparingly in a 
reserve role since, but issues have 
cropped up — such as when he 
allowed three big completions to 
Brown again in Week 8. forbes 
played just five defensive snaps in 
that loss to Philadelphia.

“It’s about trying to find that 
balance of you get to a certain 
situation and say: ‘You know 
what? Let’s sit him for a while. 
Let’s let him grow,’ ” rivera said. “I 
mean, we went through the same 
thing with Jamin, and look at him 
now. ”

forbes wasn’t the only player to 
be benched this year. Washington 
pulled center Nick Gates, whom it 
signed to a three-year, $16.5 mil-
lion contract in the offseason, be-
cause he allowed five sacks in 
seven games.

The team moved on from cen-
ter Chase roullier after he suf-
fered consecutive season-ending 
injuries and drafted ricky Strom-
berg in the third round. But 
Stromberg was supposed to learn 
behind Gates. Stromberg is now 
recovering from a knee injury he 
suffered during an extra-point at-
tempt against the Eagles.

The Commanders also drafted 
tackle Braeden Daniels in the 
fourth round to add depth to the 
end of the line, but he was viewed 
as a raw player by many analysts 
before the draft and proved to be 
just that when he arrived in Wash-
ington. He was placed on injured 
reserve before the season and 
won’t see a snap as a rookie.

So, in a year when Washington 

Washington also drafted wide 
receiver Dax milne in the seventh 
round that year, with hopes he 
would become a viable returner. 
He was reliable, but the team 
opted to turn to milne and move 
on from DeAndre Carter, one of its 
best returners in years, instead of 
paying Carter a minimal one-year 
contract, which the Los Angeles 
Chargers did in free agency.

milne is on injured reserve 
now, and his replacement is Jami-
son Crowder, a 30-year-old  former 
Washington draft pick who has 
been one of the team’s most prom-
ising acquisitions this season. His 
61-yard punt return against the 
Atlanta falcons was the fran-
chise’s longest return since . . . his 
89-yard return in 2016.

recent misses
The compounding of problems 

has been especially noticeable up 
front.

To replace Scherff and Ereck 
flowers at guard last year, the 
team signed older veterans Trai 
Turner and Andrew Norwell, who 
previously played for rivera in 
Carolina. The result? Turner was 
benched in Week 4 last season, 
and Norwell had well-document-
ed struggles.

The two lasted only the season 
together before Washington 
looked to shuffle the o-line again.

It also has been an issue at 
quarterback, where rivera inher-
ited a roster with the late Haskins 
and benched him twice amid a 
cycle of eight different starters.

The most glaring whiff there: 
Carson Wentz, whom Washington 
traded multiple picks to acquire 
from Indianapolis and whose full 
salary for 2022 it paid. Wentz 
suffered a finger injury in Week 6 
and was replaced by Taylor Hein-
icke for a stretch — until rivera 
decided to bench Heinicke and 
give Wentz one more chance. The 
Commanders lost spectacularly to 
the Browns, ending all hope of a 
playoff run.

The hope now is that Howell 
can finally turn into the guy the 
team has been searching for at 
quarterback. But it doesn’t erase 
the fact that, over the past four 
years, Washington has struck out 
with a first-round rookie quarter-

worth $40.5 million. Jackson 
played well in Cincinnati’s man-
heavy scheme, but he was a poor 
fit in Washington’s system. So 
Washington traded him to Pitts-
burgh for a future conditional 
seventh-round pick swap before 
the deadline last year.

The team is still feeling the 
ripple effects.

Jackson’s contract is the largest 
Washington has given a free agent 
over the past four years, and the 
team ultimately paid him around 
$24 million. of that, $9 million is 
on this year’s books as “dead mon-
ey,” or money that was already 
paid and counts against the salary 
cap. for context, Jackson’s cap hit 
this year is larger than that of 
defensive tackle Daron Payne 
($8.61 million), who signed a four-
year, $90 million contract in 
march.

Jackson is not currently on any-
one’s active roster.

To address Washington’s woes 
at linebacker — a position that has 
struggled despite having a coach-
ing staff with three former NfL 
linebackers in rivera, defensive 
coordinator Jack Del rio and line-
backers coach Steve russ — the 
team selected Jamin Davis in the 
first round of the 2021 draft.

A one-year starter at Kentucky, 
Davis was said by rivera to be 
“what you look for in a football 
player,” with his athleticism and 
positional flexibility. But Davis 
struggled in his first two seasons, 
even prompting Del rio to call 
him out publicly for his poor per-
formance. Now, in Year 3, he’s 
starting to come into his own.

“I mean, the young man’s really 
come a long way,” rivera said last 
month. “He’s done some really 
good things for us, and we’re pret-
ty excited about who he’s become.”

The Commanders hoped to get 
more out of their 2021 draft class, 
however.

The team selected defensive 
ends William Bradley-King and 
Shaka Toney in the seventh 
round, looking to develop them 
into key depth players up front. 
But neither developed into much 
of anything. Bradley-King is no 
longer on the roster, and Toney is 
suspended indefinitely for betting 
on NfL games.

extra picks to grab running back 
Brian robinson Jr. (third round), 
quarterback Sam Howell (fifth) 
and tight end Cole Turner (fifth).

“four young guys that we think 
can be part of what we’re doing 
going forward,” rivera said in Jan-
uary. “Those are the kinds of 
things that we want to be able to 
get better at and continue to find 
that kind of talent. Because one of 
the things that, when martin 
[mayhew] and marty [Hurney] 
came in, we talked about was 
roster-building as much as we can 
through the draft and putting 
those pieces into place.”

But the problem is that when 
Washington manages to find piec-
es that fit, too many holes remain.

the early rebuild
Go back to 2020, when Wash-

ington ended a tenuous situation 
with left tackle Trent Williams by 
trading him to the 49ers during 
the draft. That netted the team a 
2020 fifth-round pick and a 2021 
third-round pick, which were 
used on center Keith Ismael and 
St-Juste. Ismael was released 
from injured reserve with a settle-
ment before his third season. 
 St-Juste later became the eventual 
replacement for one of the team’s 
biggest misses.

But first, issues up front contin-
ued to pile up.

Washington paid guard Bran-
don Scherff roughly $33 million 
on consecutive franchise tags for 
24 total games in 2020 and 2021. 
The team would have had trouble 
giving him a long-term deal after 
that, so he left for Jacksonville as a 
free agent in 2022 — a second Pro 
Bowl lineman, gone.

All the while, Washington tried 
to add speed and talent to its 
defense, only to create more is-
sues.

In march 2021, Washington 
signed cornerback William Jack-
son III to a three-year contract 

first-round picks failed to meet 
expectations. The Commanders 
traded him to the San francisco 
49ers for a compensatory third-
round pick Tuesday, with Young 
still months from finishing his 
rookie deal.

“Everything’s a possibility,” de-
fensive line coach Jeff Zgonina 
said friday. “Every time you step 
out of your car, you can be fired in 
this business. There’s only one 
person safe in this building. That’s 
the guy that owns the team or the 
owners of this team.”

The problem has been that too 
many of Washington’s “possibili-
ties” have ended in disappoint-
ment. Since ron rivera took over 
as coach with control over person-
nel in 2020, his attempts to fix the 
flawed roster he inherited have 
resulted in modest successes get-
ting undermined by glaring miss-
es in the draft, free agency and 
trade market. With rivera coach-
ing in the fourth year of a five-year 
contract, the Commanders con-
tinue to pay for those problems, 
literally and figuratively.

The offensive line has under-
gone multiple iterations, the de-
fensive line failed to meet expec-
tations, the linebacking corps is 
still problematic, and the second-
ary is often a liability.

It’s enough to obscure what has 
worked out. The team selected 
safety Kam Curl in the seventh 
round in 2020, and he’s  a staple of 
the defense. So are cornerback 
Benjamin St-Juste and safety Dar-
rick forrest, third- and fifth-
round picks in 2021 who im-
pressed in relief roles and 
prompted the Commanders to 
find ways to get them more snaps.

And last year, one of the Com-
manders’ more savvy decisions 
was trading back in the first 
round of the draft to select wide 
receiver Jahan Dotson and use the 

CommanDerS from D1

analysis

Missed picks, bad deals 
put Commanders in a rut

“You always hear the phrase 
‘Patriot Way,’ ” said former safety 
rodney Harrison, who played on 
two New England Super Bowl 
teams in the early 2000s. “ ‘The 
Patriot Way’ is just a standard. 
obviously a lot of these young 
guys, they haven’t bought into that 
standard. It’s a standard of consis-
tency, working hard, putting your 
head down, doing the right things, 
not being selfish, not getting pen-
alties. It’s almost like a walk of 
discipline. That was the thing that 
really made us different than ev-
eryone else.

“That’s what I see that’s wrong 
with the Patriots. They’re not fo-
cusing on the little details. It 
comes from the top, where the 
coaches have to get that message 
through to the players, and it ma-
triculates through the locker 
room. I just don’t see guys buying 
into what Coach Belichick is sell-
ing.”

‘Unfazed’ — and regressing
The small margins the Patriots 

once used to shred teams have 
boomeranged on them. When  
they began their opening offensive 
possession of a Week 6 loss against 
the Las Vegas raiders with a false 
start penalty, it was more exem-
plary than aberrant.

“The difference from us being 
6-2 and 2-6 is just winning those 
close moments and eliminating 
bad football,” said defensive end 
Deatrich Wise, who played for the 
2018 Super Bowl champions. 
“Great teams eliminate bad foot-
ball. Teams that are trying to be 
great are still working on that.”

The struggles have not softened 
Belichick’s public dourness. on 
Wednesday, he scolded a reporter 
who asked about New England’s 
trade deadline process and his 
role in it, saying, “We’ve talked 
about this 50 times.” (Belichick, 71, 
offered an explanation with no 
clarifying information.) He an-
swered queries with the phrase 
“getting ready for Washington” 
four times, wielding it when asked 
about both the trade deadline and 
the  raiders’ firing of coach Josh 
mcDaniels, his former offensive 
coordinator. Asked about motivat-
ing a last-place team, Belichick 
shrugged, grimaced and mut-
tered, “Coach the team the best I 
can.”

“He’s a coach that’s unfazed, 
unbothered,” Wise said. “He 
doesn’t care what the media talks 
about. He doesn’t care about out-
side noise. It’s how he always is — 
2018, 2023; 2055, he’ll be the same 
dude.”

“He hasn’t let his foot off the 
gas,” Slater said. “He still coaches 
us with great detail, great urgency. 
You would figure, yeah, it’s easier 

 Patriots’ facility, the difference is 
as clear as a November cold snap. 
The Patriots are 2-6. They have 
been outscored by 90 points, sec-
ond most in the NfL, and their 
offense has scored the second-few-
est points per game. The Patriots 
have not won a playoff game since 
the Super Bowl at the end of the 
2018 season. They stand 27-32 
since Tom Brady left for the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers, a loss in their lone 
playoff appearance included. 
Quarterback mac Jones, chosen 
15th in 2021 with the hope he 
would be Brady’s long-term heir, 
has regressed and ranks by any 
objective measure among the 
league’s bottom third.

The dearth of success has rat-
tled a franchise that once stood 
astride the NfL. This week, dis-
cussion of how Belichick’s depar-
ture will unfold dominated Bos-
ton’s sports talk airwaves, with the 
baked-in — if still unknown — 
assumption it will be this offsea-
son. Stability and excellence have 
been replaced by uncertainty and 
losing. once immune to the 
league’s cruel capriciousness, the 
Patriots are now defenseless 
against it.

“It certainly has given me a little 
wider perspective as to what the 
NfL is and what the reality is for a 
lot of teams,” said Patriots captain 
matthew Slater, a 16-year veteran. 
“It makes me remain humble and 
thankful for the experiences I’ve 
had here. Because it’s really diffi-
cult to experience success in this 
league, and we did it for a long 
time. I don’t want to say we took it 
for granted, but it was almost ex-
pected. In this league, things are 
so fluid. Winning and losing, that 
line is so thin. I appreciate those 
teams I was on earlier in my career 
even more.”

The remainder of New Eng-
land’s schedule is favorable. The 
Patriots have played seven games 
against teams currently .500 or 
better. They have only four such 
opponents remaining, including 
the Buffalo Bills and New York 
Jets, the two teams they have beat-
en.

But the Patriots for years never 
needed concern for the quality of 
their competition. Their oppo-
nent Sunday provides a stark win-
dow into New England’s downfall. 
over the two decades the Patriots 
became a crown jewel of the NfL, 
the franchise in Washington 
painted a portrait of dysfunction. 
When they meet Sunday, the team 
with the better record, the statisti-
cally superior young quarterback 
and the greater projected 2024 
salary cap space will be the Com-
manders.

PatriotS from D1

Will Belichick get a shot 
at rebuilding his empire?

on a team with a proficient 
offense, one evaluator said, every 
Patriots wide receiver this season 
would be third or fourth on the 
depth chart — at best. Last offsea-
son, the Patriots allowed Jakobi 
meyers to leave in free agency, and 
with the raiders this season mey-
ers has more yards and receptions 
per game than any New England 
wideout.

To observers of the Patriots, the 
2020 retirement of offensive line 
coach Dante Scarnecchia was a 
crucial loss. for years, Belichick 
could count on Scarnecchia to 
mold young linemen into founda-
tional players. “The best to ever do 
it,” Harrison said. The Patriots in-
ducted him into their Hall of fame 
this year, an honor they haven’t 
bestowed on even Bill Parcells, a 
head coach who took them to the 
Super Bowl. Pro football focus 
grades the Patriots’ line this year 
29th in pass blocking and 22nd in 
run blocking.

Based on the NfL’s salary struc-
ture, the Patriots should be in posi-
tion to stock talent around Jones. 
Brady took discounts to ease New 
England’s cap crunch, but he still 
accounted for more than 10 per-
cent of the payroll. The Patriots’ 
talent drain has occurred when 
they should have ample resources: 
They devote $6.6 million of their 
salary cap to quarterbacks, third 
least in the NfL.

New England’s roster issues 

to do that when everything is go-
ing perfectly. In a year when it 
hasn’t, to see that resilience has 
been impressive. I hope our team 
notices that.”

The Patriots’ post-Brady ma-
laise has not been linear, and at 
times it has carried a hint of prom-
ise. 

In Jones’s rookie season, he won 
10 games and took the team to the 
playoffs. He didn’t just coast be-
hind a strong defense — New Eng-
land’s offense scored the sixth-
most points in the league, and 
Jones finished as the NfL’s 15th-
highest-rated passer, one spot 
ahead of Bills star Josh Allen.

“It’s not drastically different 
[this season],” center David An-
drews said. “That team got on the 
right track in the middle of the 
year. We still have an opportunity 
to do that, turn this thing around. 
We can’t go back and change any-
thing, but we have nine opportu-
nities here left.”

mcDaniels left that offseason to 
coach the raiders, and Belichick’s 
reconfiguration sparked the of-
fensive spiral. He made matt Patri-
ca, a longtime defensive assistant 
and a failed head coach of the 
Detroit Lions, de facto offensive 
coordinator. With Patricia calling 
plays, Jones experienced painful 
regression from which he has not 
recovered. The confidence he 
played with at Alabama and as a 
rookie evaporated.

steven senne/associated Press

Bill Belichick is 16 wins away from matching Don Shula’s record, 
but his Patriots are 2-6 and have been outscored by 90 points.
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scoreboard

76ers 112, suns 100
pHOENIX ............................  24 21 30 25 — 100
pHILADELpHIA ..................  25 27 28 32 — 112

pHOENIX: Bates-Diop 3-6 0-1 8, Durant 9-20 12-14 31, 
Nurkic 4-14 2-4 11, Allen 3-7 0-0 8, Gordon 6-15 0-0 13, 
Eubanks 2-4 6-6 10, Metu 0-1 2-2 2, Watanabe 1-4 2-2 5, 
Little 0-0 2-2 2, Goodwin 2-10 1-2 6, Okogie 2-7 0-0 4, 
S.Lee 0-1 0-0 0. totals 32-89 27-33 100. 

pHILADELpHIA: Harris 7-10 4-4 18, Oubre Jr. 10-18 2-3 
25, Embiid 9-18 5-5 26, Maxey 9-18 2-2 22, Melton 3-10 
0-2 8, Covington 0-3 2-2 2, Martin 0-0 0-0 0, Reed 2-4 0-0 
4, Korkmaz 2-2 0-0 5, Bamba 0-2 0-0 0, Beverley 0-1 0-0 
0, Springer 1-4 0-0 2. totals 43-90 15-18 112.

three-point goals: Phoenix 9-35 (Bates-Diop 2-3, Allen 
2-5, Durant 1-4, Gordon 1-4, Watanabe 1-4, Goodwin 1-6, 
Nurkic 1-6, Metu 0-1, Okogie 0-2), Philadelphia 11-30 
(Embiid 3-3, Oubre Jr. 3-7, Maxey 2-6, Melton 2-7, 
Korkmaz 1-1, Beverley 0-1, Harris 0-1, Springer 0-1, 
Covington 0-3). fouled Out: None. rebounds: Phoenix 42 
(Nurkic 9), Philadelphia 51 (Embiid 11). Assists: Phoenix 
22 (Nurkic 5), Philadelphia 24 (Maxey 10). total fouls: 
Phoenix 11, Philadelphia 24. A: 19,796 (20,478)

sOCCer

Mls Cup playoffs
fIrSt rOUND
wEDNESDAY, OCt. 25
EAStErN CONfErENCE 
at New York 5, Charlotte  2
wEStErN CONfErENCE
at Sporting KC 0, San Jose 0 (Sporting KC wins, 4-2 PKs)

QUArtErfINALS
Best of three; x-If necessary
EAStErN CONfErENCE
fC CINCINNAtI ELIMINAtED rED bULLS, 2-0
Game 1: at Cincinnati 3, New York  0
Game 2: Cincinnati 1, at New York 1 (Cincinnati wins, 8-7 
PKs)
OrLANDO CItY SC LEADS NASHVILLE SC, 1-0
Game 1: at Orlando City 1, Nasvhille 0
Tuesday: Orlando City at Nashville, 9
x-Sunday, Nov. 12: Nasvhille at Orlando City, 5
CrEw LEADS AtLANtA UNItED, 1-0
Game 1: at Columbus 2, Atlanta United  0
Tuesday: Columbus at Atlanta United, 9
x-Sunday, Nov. 12: Atlanta United at Columbus, 5
UNION LEADS rEVOLUtION, 1-0
Game 1: at Philadelphia 3, New England 1
Wednesday: Philadelphia at New England, 7
x-Sunday, Nov. 12: New England at Philadelphia, 3
wEStErN CONfErENCE
SpOrtINg kC LEADS St. LOUIS CItY SC, 1-0
Game 1: Sporting KC 4, at St. Louis City SC 1
Sunday: St. Louis City SC at Sporting KC, 5
x-Saturday: Sporting KC at St. Louis City SC, 6
SOUNDErS AND fC DALLAS tIED, 1-1
Game 1: at Seattle 2, FC Dallas 0
Game 2: at FC Dallas 3, Seattle 1
Friday: FC Dallas at Seattle, 10
LOS ANgELES fC LEADS wHItECApS, 1-0
Game 1: at Los Angeles FC 5, Vancouver 2
Sunday: Los Angeles FC at Vancouver, 7:30
x-Thursday: Vancouver at Los Angeles FC, 10
DYNAMO LEADS rEAL SALt LAkE, 1-0
Game 1:  at Houston 2, Real Salt Lake 1
Monday: Houston at Real Salt Lake, 9
x-Saturday: Real Salt Lake at Houston, 4

SEMIfINALS
EAStErN CONfErENCE
Cincinnati vs. Columbus/Atlanta United winner,TBD
Philadelphia/New England winner vs. Orlando City/
Nashville winner, TBD
wEStErN CONfErENCE
St. Louis City SC/Sporting KC winner vs. Los Angeles 
FC/Vancouver winner, TBD
Houston/Real Salt Lake winner vs. Seattle/FC Dallas 
winner, TBD

CONfErENCE fINALS
EAStErN CONfErENCE
SAtUrDAY, DEC. 2
Semifinals winners, TBD
wEStErN CONfErENCE
SUNDAY, DEC. 3
Semifinals winners, TBD

MLS CUp
Saturday, Dec. 9

nWsl playoffs
QUArtErfINALS
frIDAY, OCt. 20
 at OL Reign 1, Angel City 0
SUNDAY, OCt. 22
Gotham FC  2, at North Carolina 0

SEMIfINALS
SUNDAY’S MAtCHES
Gotham FC at Portland, 7   (CBSSN)
OL Reign at San Diego, 9:30 (CBSSN)

NwSL CHAMpIONSHIp
SUNDAY, NOV. 11
Gotham FC-Portland winner vs. OL Reign-San Diego 
winner, 8 (CBS)

DOw tENNIS CLASSIC
At Midland (Mich.) Community Tennis Center
purse: $115,000
Surface: Hardcourt indoor

SINgLES —  SEMIfINALS
Jana Fett, Croatia, def. Emma Navarro (1), United 
States, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4; Anna Kalinskaya, Russia, def. 
Alycia Parks (3), United States, 3-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3.

Wta
wtA fINALS
At Plaza Quintana Roo; in Cancun
purse: $9,000,000
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor

SEMIfINALS
Jessica Pegula (5), United States, def. Coco Gauff (3), 
United States, 6-2, 6-1.

lPga tour
JApAN CLASSIC 
At Minori Course; in Omitama, Japan
purse: $2 million
Yardage: 6,598; par: 72 

tHIrD rOUND
Shiho Kuwaki ................................  65 65 66 — 196 -20
Nasa Hataoka ...............................  64 66 66 — 196 -20
Mone Inami ...................................  64 68 65 — 197 -19
Sora Kamiya .................................  66 67 65 — 198 -18
Seon Woo Bae ..............................  67 67 66 — 200 -16
Jasmine Suwannapura .................  68 66 66 — 200 -16
Yuri Yoshida .................................  68 67 65 — 200 -16
Yuka Nii .........................................  68 66 66 — 200 -16
Fumika Kawagishi ........................  67 67 67 — 201 -15
Xiyu Lin .........................................  66 66 69 — 201 -15
Sayaka Takahashi .........................  70 64 67 — 201 -15
Rose Zhang ...................................  68 68 65 — 201 -15
Shoko Sasaki ................................  67 69 66 — 202 -14
Rio Takeda ....................................  67 67 68 — 202 -14
Serena Aoki ..................................  70 65 67 — 202 -14
Akie Iwai .......................................  63 69 70 — 202 -14
Lauren Coughlin ............................  68 67 67 — 202 -14
Yuna Nishimura ............................  64 70 68 — 202 -14
Jiyai Shin ......................................  68 67 68 — 203 -13
Maria Fassi ...................................  70 66 67 — 203 -13
Jenny Shin ....................................  67 69 67 — 203 -13
Yu Liu ............................................  65 72 66 — 203 -13
Momoko Ueda ...............................  68 69 66 — 203 -13
Gemma Dryburgh .........................  67 69 68 — 204 -12
Miyuu Yamashita .........................  70 68 66 — 204 -12
Ayaka Furue ..................................  67 70 67 — 204 -12
Yuka Saso .....................................  69 68 67 — 204 -12
Chisato Iwai ..................................  72 69 64 — 205 -11
Mami Fukuda ................................  68 67 71 — 206 -10
Minami Hiruta ..............................  70 66 70 — 206 -10
Jennifer Kupcho ............................  70 67 69 — 206 -10
Mi Hyang Lee ................................  67 67 72 — 206 -10
Hannah Green ...............................  70 68 68 — 206 -10
Albane Valenzuela ........................  67 68 71 — 206 -10
Na Rin An ......................................  69 69 68 — 206 -10
Lindy Duncan ................................  69 69 68 — 206 -10
Kokona Sakurai .............................  71 67 68 — 206 -10
Hinako Shibuno ............................  70 68 68 — 206 -10
Yan Liu ..........................................  67 68 71 — 206 -10

no. 18 Utah 55, arizona state 3

ArIzONA StAtE .....................  3 0 0 0 — 3
UtAH ......................................  14 10 10 21 — 55

fIrSt QUArtEr
UtAH: Vele 11 pass from Barnes (Becker kick), 11:36.
UtAH: Vele 3 pass from Barnes (Becker kick), 6:37.
ASU: FG Longhetto 35, 3:08.

SECOND QUArtEr
UtAH: FG Becker 30, 4:05.
UtAH: McClain 20 pass from Barnes (Becker kick), :54.

tHIrD QUArtEr
UtAH: J.Jackson 54 run (Becker kick), 12:26.
UtAH: FG Becker 43, 3:47.

fOUrtH QUArtEr
UtAH: King 2 pass from Barnes (Becker kick), 12:59.
UtAH: N.Johnson 59 run (Becker kick), 11:04.
UtAH: Vincent 22 run (Becker kick), :08.
 Attendance:  52,104. 

Arizona State Utah
First Downs .......................................  7 26
Total Net Yards ...............................  83 513
Rushes-Yards ............................. 29-43 49-352
Passing ............................................  40 161
Punt Returns .................................. 1-7 2-20
Kickoff Returns .......................... 4-130 2-46
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-24
Comp-Att-Int ............................  8-29-1 19-28-0
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 4-26 1-1
Punts .......................................... 8-38.0 2-48.5
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 1-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 6-57 6-50
Time Of Possession ....................  23:27 36:33 

pASSINg
Arizona State: Conover 5-22-1-41, Skattebo 0-1-0-0, 
T.Bourguet 3-6-0-(minus 1). Utah: Barnes 19-28-0-161. 

rUSHINg
Arizona State: Skattebo 12-31, K.Brown 3-11, Jacobs 
3-8, White 2-4, Conover 5-2, Badger 1-1, Black 2-(minus 
4), Charles 1-(minus 10). Utah: Jackson 13-111, N.John-
son 2-79, Glover 14-64, Barnes 7-56, Vincent 4-33, Parks 
2-8, Stanley 6-1, Wood 1-0. 

rECEIVINg
Arizona State: K.Brown 3-7, Omeire 2-14, Sanders 1-20, 
Badger 1-1, Black 1-(minus 2). Utah: Vele 7-56, King 
4-43, Parks 3-17, Matthews 2-8, McClain 1-20, Stanley 
1-14, Glover 1-3. 

COllege FOOtBall

no. 17 tennessee 59, 
Connecticut 3

CONNECtICUt .........................  3 0 0 0 — 3
tENNESSEE ...........................  14 21 21 3 — 59

fIrSt QUArtEr
tENN: J.Wright 82 run (C.Campbell kick), 14:27.
CONN: FG Ruelas 22, 2:47.
tENN: Keyton 60 pass from Milton (C.Campbell kick), 
1:38.

SECOND QUArtEr
tENN: Milton 6 run (C.Campbell kick), 7:25.
tENN: S.White 83 pass from Milton (C.Campbell kick), 
4:34.
tENN: Baron 24 fumble return (C.Campbell kick), 3:30.

tHIrD QUArtEr
tENN: McCollough 30 interception return (C.Campbell 
kick), 14:52.
tENN: Beasley 39 interception return (C.Campbell kick), 
11:51.
tENN: Castles 19 pass from Iamaleava (Turbyville kick), 
7:30.

fOUrtH QUArtEr
tENN: FG Turbyville 33, 8:02.
 Attendance:  101,915. 

Connecticut tennessee
First Downs .....................................  17 26
Total Net Yards .............................  256 650
Rushes-Yards ............................. 28-35 34-275
Passing ..........................................  221 375
Punt Returns .................................. 1-3 2-25
Kickoff Returns ............................ 3-59 2-38
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 2-69
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  25-42-2 21-31-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-9 1-3
Punts ...................................... 6-45.667 2-41.5
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 1-1 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 6-28 11-90
Time Of Possession ....................  38:24 21:36 

pASSINg
Connecticut: Roberson 24-40-2-218, Z.Turner 1-2-0-3. 
tennessee: Milton 11-14-0-254, Iamaleava 5-9-0-86, 
Moore 4-7-0-36, Shuler 1-1-0-(minus 1). 

rUSHINg
Connecticut: Jal.Mitchell 8-28, Edwards 9-21, Stafford 
1-1, Roberson 3-(minus 2), Rosa 6-(minus 4), Buckman 
1-(minus 9). tennessee: J.Wright 8-113, Seldon 6-35, 
Wilk 2-33, Sampson 5-28, Iamaleava 1-25, Barnes 4-17, 
Shuler 2-15, Milton 2-7, Keith 3-5, Moore 1-(minus 3). 

rECEIVINg
Connecticut: Joly 8-89, Buckman 6-55, Porter 3-18, Ross 
3-15, Edwards 2-26, Rosa 2-9, Jal.Mitchell 1-9. tennes-
see: Castles 4-56, White 2-94, Keyton 2-81, E.Davis 2-33, 
Thornton 2-26, Sampson 2-23, Browder 2-10, Webb 
1-28, D.Williams 1-11, Sneed 1-7, J.Wright 1-7, Roberts 
1-(minus 1). 

nCaa
SAtUrDAY’S rESULtS
See D4.

Predators 5, Oilers 2
NASHVILLE ..............................  1 3 1 — 5
EDMONtON .............................  1 1 0 — 2 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Edmonton, Nurse 2 (McLeod, Ekholm), 9:57 
(pp). 2, Nashville, Forsberg 2 (O’Reilly, Del Gaizo), 10:22. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 3, Nashville, O’Reilly 5 (Carrier, Forsberg), 0:23. 
4, Nashville, O’Reilly 6 (Novak, Forsberg), 3:24 (pp). 5, 
Edmonton, Hyman 4 (Bouchard, McDavid), 5:08 (pp). 6, 
Nashville, Novak 6 (Evangelista, Josi), 15:15. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 7, Nashville, O’Reilly 7 (Forsberg, Carrier), 8:22. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
NASHVILLE ............................  10 16 9 — 35
EDMONtON ...........................  11 14 10 — 35
power-play opportunities: Nashville 1 of 4; Edmonton 2 
of 3. goalies: Nashville, Lankinen 1-1-0 (35 shots-33 
saves). Edmonton, Campbell 1-4-0 (34-29). A: 18,354 
(18,641). t: 2:31. 

Jets 5, Coyotes 3
wINNIpEg ...............................  0 3 2 — 5
ArIzONA .................................  1 2 0 — 3 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Arizona, Moser 2 (Maccelli, Crouse), 5:31. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 2, Arizona, O’Brien 2 (McBain), 5:49. 3, Winni-
peg, Niederreiter 3 (Appleton, Morrissey), 7:31. 4, 
Winnipeg, Dillon 1 (Perfetti, Namestnikov), 10:05. 5, 
Arizona, Crouse 4 (Bjugstad), 14:47 (pp). 6, Winnipeg, 
Niederreiter 4 (Ehlers, Pionk), 17:01 (pp). 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 7, Winnipeg, Dillon 2 (Appleton, Lowry), 3:23. 8, 
Winnipeg, Niederreiter 5 (Lowry, Dillon), 7:16. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
wINNIpEg ...............................  3 15 9 — 27
ArIzONA .................................  8 9 9 — 26
power-play opportunities: Winnipeg 1 of 3; Arizona 1 of 
3. goalies: Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 5-3-1 (26 shots-23 
saves). Arizona, Vejmelka 2-4-1 (27-22). A: 4,600 
(5,000). t: 2:20. 

transaCtIOns

NfL
buffalo bills: Elevated CB Josh Norman from the 
practice squad to the active roster.
Cincinnati bengals: Elevated WR Stanley Morgan from 
the practice squad to the active roster.

hawks 123, Pelicans 105
AtLANtA ...........................  27 26 41 29 — 123
NEw OrLEANS ..................  35 25 23 22 — 105

AtLANtA: Hunter 1-3 1-2 4, Johnson 8-13 3-4 21, Capela 
8-9 1-2 17, Murray 8-20 2-2 20, Young 7-15 5-6 22, 
Okongwu 4-6 7-8 17, Bey 5-13 0-0 12, Bogdanovic 4-14 
0-0 10, Mathews 0-0 0-0 0. totals 45-93 19-24 123. 

NEw OrLEANS: Ingram 6-10 3-3 16, Williamson 9-16 
7-10 25, Valanciunas 3-6 0-0 6, Jones 6-13 0-0 13, 
McCollum 5-12 2-3 13, Liddell 0-0 0-0 0, Nance Jr. 2-5 2-2 
6, Ryan 1-4 2-2 4, Daniels 3-4 0-0 7, Hawkins 5-11 1-1 15, 
Lewis Jr. 0-3 0-0 0. totals 40-84 17-21 105.

three-point goals: Atlanta 14-41 (Young 3-7, Johnson 
2-3, Okongwu 2-3, Bey 2-7, Murray 2-9, Bogdanovic 2-10, 
Hunter 1-2), New Orleans 8-31 (Hawkins 4-8, Daniels 
1-2, Ingram 1-3, Jones 1-5, McCollum 1-6, Lewis Jr. 0-2, 
Nance Jr. 0-2, Ryan 0-3). fouled Out: None. rebounds: 
Atlanta 52 (Johnson 11), New Orleans 35 (Ingram, 
Valanciunas 7). Assists: Atlanta 28 (Young 12), New 
Orleans 24 (McCollum 6). total fouls: Atlanta 16, New 
Orleans 15. A: 17,237 (16,867)

Clemson 31, 
no. 15 notre Dame 23
NOtrE DAME ..........................  3 6 14 0 — 23
CLEMSON ...............................  10 14 7 0 — 31

fIrSt QUArtEr
ND: FG Shrader 43, 10:36.
CLEM: Mafah 41 run (Weitz kick), 6:57.
CLEM: FG Weitz 21, 2:08.

SECOND QUArtEr
ND: FG Shrader 30, 13:34.
CLEM: T.Brown 9 pass from Klubnik (Weitz kick), 9:11.
CLEM: Trotter 28 interception return (Weitz kick), 8:33.
ND: FG Shrader 23, 1:32.

tHIrD QUArtEr
ND: Estime 2 run (Shrader kick), 13:57.
CLEM: Mafah 1 run (Weitz kick), 8:08.
ND: Hartman 26 run (Shrader kick), 6:05.
 Attendance:  81,500. 

Notre Dame Clemson
First Downs .....................................  13 19
Total Net Yards .............................  329 285
Rushes-Yards ........................... 31-183 43-176
Passing ..........................................  146 109
Punt Returns .................................. 2-0 6-57
Kickoff Returns ............................ 1-26 1-15
Interceptions Ret. ......................... 1-33 2-43
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  13-30-2 13-26-1
Sacked-Yards Lost ........................ 2-13 1-11
Punts ...................................... 6-50.167 7-43.143
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 1-1 3-1
Penalties-Yards ............................ 5-40 0-0
Time Of Possession ....................  28:12 31:48 

pASSINg
Notre Dame: Hartman 13-30-2-146. Clemson: Klubnik 
13-26-1-109. 

rUSHINg
Notre Dame: Estime 17-87, Hartman 7-68, Love 3-11, 
Faison 1-6, Payne 1-6, Price 2-5. Clemson: Mafah 36-186, 
D.Thomas 3-16, Klubnik 3-(minus 11), (Team) 1-(minus 
15). 

rECEIVINg
Notre Dame: Estime 4-33, Tyree 4-29, Faison 2-32, 
Flores 1-35, Merriweather 1-10, Staes 1-7. Clemson: 
Collins 3-37, Stellato 3-27, Briningstool 2-13, Ad.Randall 
2-1, Ennis 1-18, Brown 1-9, D.Thomas 1-4. 

Magic 120, lakers 101
L.A. LAkErS .......................  25 26 29 21 — 101
OrLANDO ...........................  39 28 34 19 — 120

L.A. LAkErS: James 8-15 6-7 24, Reddish 1-5 0-0 2, 
Davis 10-15 8-8 28, Reaves 7-11 3-4 20, Russell 4-17 2-2 
11, Fudge 0-1 0-0 0, Lewis 0-0 0-0 0, Wood 2-6 0-0 6, 
Hayes 1-4 0-0 2, Castleton 1-1 0-0 2, Christie 3-7 0-0 6, 
Hodge 0-2 0-0 0. totals 37-84 19-21 101. 

OrLANDO: Banchero 9-15 5-7 25, F.Wagner 12-28 1-2 
26, Bitadze 3-6 4-4 10, Black 4-6 1-1 11, Suggs 4-11 1-1 9, 
Howard 0-2 0-0 0, Isaac 0-3 0-0 0, Okeke 0-1 0-0 0, 
Schofield 2-4 0-0 5, M.Wagner 6-10 0-0 13, Ingles 2-6 1-1 
7, Anthony 4-9 3-3 14, Houstan 0-0 0-0 0. totals 46-101 
16-19 120.

three-point goals: L.A. Lakers 8-30 (Reaves 3-5, James 
2-5, Wood 2-5, Russell 1-10, Reddish 0-1, Christie 0-2, 
Hodge 0-2), Orlando 12-33 (Anthony 3-5, Black 2-3, 
Banchero 2-4, Ingles 2-5, F.Wagner 1-3, M.Wagner 1-3, 
Schofield 1-3, Bitadze 0-1, Howard 0-1, Okeke 0-1, Isaac 
0-2, Suggs 0-2). fouled Out: None. rebounds: L.A. Lakers 
40 (Davis 13), Orlando 51 (Bitadze 10). Assists: L.A. 
Lakers 17 (James 5), Orlando 29 (Banchero 10). total 
fouls: L.A. Lakers 21, Orlando 18. A: 18,846 (18,846)

Capitals 2, Blue Jackets 1
COLUMbUS ..............................  0 1 0 — 1
wASHINgtON .........................  2 0 0 — 2 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Washington, Wilson 3, 12:21. 2, Washington, 
Milano 2 (Jensen, Sandin), 17:21. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 3, Columbus, Voronkov 2 (Jiricek, Marchenko), 
1:38. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
COLUMbUS ............................  13 8 15 — 36
wASHINgtON .........................  8 12 7 — 27
power-play opportunities: Columbus 0 of 4; Washington 
0 of 3. goalies: Columbus, Merzlikins 3-2-2 (27 shots-25 
saves). Washington, Lindgren 0-1-0 (36-35). A: 18,573 
(18,277). t: 2:30. 

sabres 6, Maple leafs 4
bUffALO .................................  1 2 3 — 6
tOrONtO ................................  1 1 2 — 4 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Toronto, Marner 4 (Jarnkrok, Rielly), 12:05. 2, 
Buffalo, Peterka 5 (Power, Olofsson), 16:13 (pp). 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 3, Buffalo, Thompson 6, 6:28 (sh). 4, Toronto, 
Matthews 9 (Nylander, Marner), 11:22 (pp). 5, Buffalo, 
Skinner 6 (R.Johnson), 11:56. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 6, Toronto, Matthews 10 (Marner), 0:17. 7, 
Buffalo, Greenway 2 (Peterka, Mittelstadt), 3:11. 8, Toron-
to, Matthews 11 (Marner, Giordano), 7:26. 9, Buffalo, Tuch 
2 (Dahlin, Clifton), 12:48. 10, Buffalo, Tuch 3, 18:54 (en). 

SHOtS ON gOAL
bUffALO ...............................  12 15 14 — 41
tOrONtO ..............................  13 10 6 — 29
power-play opportunities: Buffalo 1 of 3; Toronto 1 of 4. 
goalies: Buffalo, Levi 2-3-0 (29 shots-25 saves). Toron-
to, Woll 3-3-0 (39-34). A: 18,902 (18,819). t: 2:28. 

Blues 6, Canadiens 3
MONtrEAL ..............................  1 1 1 — 3
St. LOUIS .................................  2 1 3 — 6 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, St. Louis, Kyrou 2 (Schenn), 1:24. 2, Montreal, 
Slafkovsky 1 (Gallagher, Newhook), 4:01 (pp). 3, St. 
Louis, Thomas 4 (Faulk), 16:37. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 4, St. Louis, Saad 3 (Schenn, Kyrou), 13:03. 5, 
Montreal, Gallagher 4 (Monahan), 14:48. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 6, St. Louis, Toropchenko 1 (Buchnevich), 2:50 
(sh). 7, St. Louis, Schenn 1 (Saad, Kyrou), 5:53. 8, St. 
Louis, Kapanen 2 (Thomas), 16:00 (en). 9, Montreal, 
Suzuki 3 (Matheson, Caufield), 18:32. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
MONtrEAL ..............................  9 13 11 — 33
St. LOUIS ...............................  14 11 10 — 35
power-play opportunities: Montreal 1 of 4; St. Louis 0 of 
0. goalies: Montreal, Montembeault 2-2-1 (34 shots-29 
saves). St. Louis, Hofer 2-1-0 (33-30). A: 18,096 
(18,096). t: 2:29. 

hornets 125, Pacers 124
CHArLOttE .......................  27 27 38 33 — 125
INDIANA .............................  27 19 50 28 — 124

CHArLOttE: Hayward 10-17 2-2 23, Washington 6-13 
2-2 15, Williams 9-12 9-9 27, Ball 4-15 1-1 11, Rozier 7-14 
5-5 22, Thor 3-3 0-0 7, Miller 4-7 2-2 10, Richards 4-4 2-2 
10, Maledon 0-3 0-0 0. totals 47-88 23-23 125. 

INDIANA: Mathurin 3-11 2-2 8, Toppin 5-7 0-0 11, Turner 
5-9 1-2 14, B.Brown 3-8 0-0 7, Haliburton 14-21 7-7 43, 
J.Smith 4-6 1-2 11, Nembhard 3-9 0-0 7, Nesmith 1-5 1-2 
4, Hield 7-15 0-1 19, McConnell 0-2 0-0 0. totals 45-93 
12-16 124.

three-point goals: Charlotte 8-20 (Rozier 3-5, Ball 2-7, 
Thor 1-1, Washington 1-1, Hayward 1-2, Maledon 0-2, 
Miller 0-2), Indiana 22-45 (Haliburton 8-12, Hield 5-13, 
Turner 3-5, J.Smith 2-3, Nesmith 1-1, Toppin 1-2, 
Nembhard 1-3, B.Brown 1-4, Mathurin 0-2). fouled Out: 
None. rebounds: Charlotte 41 (Richards 10), Indiana 36 
(J.Smith 9). Assists: Charlotte 23 (Ball 11), Indiana 31 
(Haliburton 12). total fouls: Charlotte 20, Indiana 18. A: 
15,945 (20,000)

hOCKey

nhl
AtLANtIC gp w L Ot pts gf gA
Boston ........................ 11 9 1 1 19 36 21
Detroit ........................ 12 7 4 1 15 45 37
Tampa Bay.................. 11 5 3 3 13 40 36
Toronto ....................... 11 5 4 2 12 36 37
Montreal ..................... 11 5 4 2 12 33 39
Buffalo........................ 12 6 6 0 12 39 38
Florida......................... 10 5 4 1 11 26 28
Ottawa........................ 10 4 6 0 8 38 35 

MEtrOpOLItAN gp w L Ot pts gf gA
N.Y. Rangers............... 11 8 2 1 17 34 24
Carolina....................... 12 7 5 0 14 42 42
New Jersey ................. 10 6 3 1 13 39 37
N.Y. Islanders ............. 10 5 2 3 13 27 27
Washington................ 10 5 4 1 11 21 30
Philadelphia................ 12 5 6 1 11 37 39
Columbus.................... 11 4 5 2 10 28 34
x-Pittsburgh ................. 9 3 6 0 6 28 29 

CENtrAL gp w L Ot pts gf gA
x-Dallas......................... 9 7 1 1 15 30 24
x-Colorado .................... 9 7 2 0 14 32 22
Winnipeg .................... 11 5 4 2 12 36 39
St. Louis...................... 10 5 4 1 11 25 28
Arizona ....................... 11 5 5 1 11 37 32
Nashville..................... 11 5 6 0 10 32 32
Minnesota .................. 11 4 5 2 10 40 47
Chicago ....................... 10 4 6 0 8 24 34 

pACIfIC gp w L Ot pts gf gA
x-Vegas....................... 11 10 0 1 21 44 24
Los Angeles ................ 11 7 2 2 16 47 33
x-Vancouver ............... 10 7 2 1 15 46 22
Anaheim ..................... 10 6 4 0 12 33 30
x-Seattle..................... 11 4 5 2 10 30 37
Edmonton ................... 10 2 7 1 5 27 41
x-Calgary .................... 10 2 7 1 5 23 40
x-San Jose .................. 10 0 9 1 1 10 47 

x-Late game

frIDAY’S rESULtS
Philadelphia 5, at Buffalo 1
at St. Louis 4, New Jersey 1

SAtUrDAY’S gAMES
at Washington 2, Columbus 1
Nashville 5, at Edmonton 2
Winnipeg 5, at Arizona 3
Buffalo 6, at Toronto 4
at St. Louis 6, Montreal 3
at Detroit 5, Boston 4
Tampa Bay 6, at Ottawa 4
Los Angeles 5, at Philadelphia 0
Carolina 4, at N.Y. Islanders 3 (OT)
at Chicago 5, Florida 2
at Minnesota 5, N.Y. Rangers 4 (SO)
Calgary at Seattle, late
Colorado at Vegas, late
Dallas at Vancouver, late
Pittsburgh at San Jose, late

SUNDAY’S gAMES
New Jersey at Chicago, 7
Vegas at Anaheim, 8

MONDAY’S gAMES
Columbus at Florida, 7
Tampa Bay at Toronto, 7
Boston at Dallas, 8
Edmonton at Vancouver, 10

tUESDAY’S gAMES
Buffalo at Carolina, 7
Tampa Bay at Montreal, 7
Detroit at N.Y. Rangers, 7:30
Minnesota at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30
Winnipeg at St. Louis, 8
Nashville at Calgary, 9
Seattle at Arizona, 9
New Jersey at Colorado, 10
Pittsburgh at Anaheim, 10
Philadelphia at San Jose, 10:30

red Wings 5, Bruins 4
bOStON ...................................  2 1 1 — 4
DEtrOIt ..................................  1 1 3 — 5 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Boston, van Riemsdyk 4 (Pastrnak, Zacha), 
5:21. 2, Boston, Poitras 4 (van Riemsdyk, Shattenkirk), 
9:28. 3, Detroit, Raymond 4 (Larkin, Perron), 16:20 (pp). 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 4, Detroit, Walman 3 (Sprong, Seider), 9:59 
(pp). 5, Boston, Coyle 2 (DeBrusk, Wotherspoon), 13:41. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 6, Detroit, Larkin 5 (DeBrincat, Raymond), 6:50. 
7, Detroit, Perron 3 (Compher, Petry), 8:56. 8, Detroit, 
Copp 4 (Compher, Perron), 10:34. 9, Boston, Pastrnak 9 
(Poitras, Lindholm), 14:11. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
bOStON .................................  12 9 9 — 30
DEtrOIt ................................  14 17 8 — 39
power-play opportunities: Boston 1 of 4; Detroit 2 of 8. 
goalies: Boston, Ullmark 4-0-1 (39 shots-34 saves). 
Detroit, Husso 4-2-1 (30-26). A: 0 (20,000). t: 2:40. 

lightning 6, senators 4
tAMpA bAY ............................  1 3 2 — 6
OttAwA ..................................  1 0 3 — 4 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Ottawa, Tkachuk 7 (Joseph, Sanderson), 
12:58. 2, Tampa Bay, Hedman 2 (Kucherov, Point), 17:05. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 3, Tampa Bay, Point 3 (Kucherov), 0:32. 4, 
Tampa Bay, Eyssimont 3 (Cirelli), 4:57. 5, Tampa Bay, 
Point 4 (Kucherov), 18:19. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 6, Ottawa, Giroux 3 (Stutzle, Bernard-Docker), 
1:17. 7, Tampa Bay, Point 5 (Stamkos, Kucherov), 9:38 
(pp). 8, Ottawa, Tkachuk 8 (Norris), 11:08 (pp). 9, Tampa 
Bay, Kucherov 7 (Barre-Boulet, Hedman), 11:24. 10, 
Ottawa, Batherson 2 (Tkachuk), 12:14. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
tAMpA bAY ..........................  15 16 6 — 37
OttAwA ..................................  7 9 12 — 28
power-play opportunities: Tampa Bay 1 of 3; Ottawa 1 of 
4. goalies: Tampa Bay, Johansson 5-1-3 (28 shots-24 
saves). Ottawa, Korpisalo 2-4-0 (20-17), Ottawa, Fors-
berg 2-2-0 (17-14). A: 17,387 (18,572). t: 2:36. 

Kings 5, Flyers 0
LOS ANgELES ..........................  2 2 1 — 5
pHILADELpHIA ........................  0 0 0 — 0 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Los Angeles, Kempe 4 (Gavrikov, Byfield), 
14:32. 2, Los Angeles, Kopitar 6 (Roy, Byfield), 14:50. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 3, Los Angeles, Kaliyev 3 (Moore, Byfield), 16:01 
(pp). 4, Los Angeles, Moore 6 (Kaliyev), 19:44. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 5, Los Angeles, Lizotte 3 (Laferriere), 6:32. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
LOS ANgELES ........................  11 11 8 — 30
pHILADELpHIA ......................  13 8 3 — 24
power-play opportunities: Los Angeles 1 of 5; Philadel-
phia 0 of 4. goalies: Los Angeles, Talbot 6-2-1 (24 
shots-24 saves). Philadelphia, Petersen 0-1-0 (30-25). 
A: 18,304 (19,543). t: 2:24. 

hurricanes 4, Islanders 3 (Ot)
CArOLINA ......................... 0 1 2 1 — 4
N.Y. ISLANDErS ................ 1 2 0 0 — 3 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, N.Y. Islanders, Dobson 3 (Barzal, Horvat), 
17:40. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 2, N.Y. Islanders, Holmstrom 3 (Pageau), 4:11 
(sh). 3, N.Y. Islanders, Barzal 2 (Horvat, Pulock), 7:46. 4, 
Carolina, Chatfield 1 (Martinook, Staal), 8:18. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 5, Carolina, Orlov 1 (Kotkaniemi, Svechnikov), 
12:19. 6, Carolina, Kotkaniemi 5 (Svechnikov), 15:26 
(pp). 

OVErtIME
Scoring: 7, Carolina, Aho 2 (Necas, Skjei), 1:14. 

SHOtS ON gOAL
CArOLINA ....................... 14 13 20 1 — 48
N.Y. ISLANDErS .............. 11 8 5 1 — 25
power-play opportunities: Carolina 1 of 3; N.Y. Islanders 
0 of 1. goalies: Carolina, Raanta 3-1-0 (25 shots-22 
saves). N.Y. Islanders, Sorokin 3-1-3 (48-44). A: 17,255 
(17,113). t: 2:32. 

PrO FOOtBall

nFl
wEEk 9
tHUrSDAY’S rESULt
at Pittsburgh 20, Tennessee 16
SUNDAY’S gAMES
Washington at New England (-21/2), 1 
Seattle at Baltimore (-51/2), 1 
Miami vs. Kansas City (-11/2)  in Frankfurt, Germany, 
9:30 a.m.
Arizona at Cleveland (-111/2), 1 
Chicago at New Orleans (-81/2), 1 
L.A. Rams at Green Bay (-3), 1 
Minnesota at Atlanta (-31/2), 1 
Tampa Bay at Houston (-3), 1 
Indianapolis (-21/2) at Carolina, 4:05 
Dallas at Philadelphia (-3), 4:25 
N.Y. Giants at Las Vegas (-11/2), 4:25 
Buffalo at Cincinnati (-11/2), 8:20 
bYE: Denver, Jacksonville, Detroit, San Francisco 
MONDAY’S gAME
L.A. Chargers (-31/2) at N.Y. Jets, 8:15 

wEEk 10
tHUrSDAY’S gAME
Carolina at Chicago, 8:15 
SUNDAY, NOV. 12
Washington at Seattle, 4:25 
Cleveland at Baltimore, 1 
Indianapolis vs. New England in Frankfurt, Germany, 
9:30 a.m.
Green Bay at Pittsburgh, 1 
Houston at Cincinnati, 1 
New Orleans at Minnesota, 1 
San Francisco at Jacksonville, 1 
Tennessee at Tampa Bay, 1 
Atlanta at Arizona, 4:05 
Detroit at L.A. Chargers, 4:05 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 4:25 
N.Y. Jets at Las Vegas, 8:20 
bYE: Kansas City, Miami, L.A. Rams, Philadelphia 
MONDAY, NOV. 13
Denver at Buffalo, 8:15 

rockets 107, Kings 89
SACrAMENtO ...................  19 34 15 21 — 89
HOUStON ...........................  33 26 12 36 — 107

SACrAMENtO: Barnes 3-7 4-5 13, Murray 3-12 0-0 7, 
Sabonis 5-10 1-4 11, Huerter 2-8 0-0 4, Mitchell 3-7 0-0 7, 
Edwards 0-0 0-0 0, Vezenkov 0-2 0-0 0, Jones 2-7 0-0 5, 
Len 0-0 0-0 0, McGee 5-9 2-2 12, Duarte 3-8 2-2 10, Ellis 
0-1 0-0 0, Ford 0-0 2-2 2, Monk 6-13 3-4 18. totals 32-84 
14-19 89. 

HOUStON: Brooks 9-14 6-6 26, Smith Jr. 9-15 0-0 21, 
Sengun 7-13 0-0 15, Ja.Green 4-10 2-7 10, VanVleet 7-22 
3-3 21, Je.Green 0-1 1-2 1, Samuels Jr. 0-1 2-2 2, Tate 4-6 
0-0 11, Whitmore 0-0 0-0 0, Hinton 0-0 0-0 0, Landale 0-1 
0-0 0, Holiday 0-4 0-0 0. totals 40-87 14-20 107.

three-point goals: Sacramento 11-41 (Barnes 3-4, Monk 
3-7, Duarte 2-6, Jones 1-4, Mitchell 1-4, Murray 1-8, Ellis 
0-1, McGee 0-1, Vezenkov 0-1, Sabonis 0-2, Huerter 0-3), 
Houston 13-36 (VanVleet 4-14, Tate 3-3, Smith Jr. 3-6, 
Brooks 2-4, Sengun 1-3, Landale 0-1, Samuels Jr. 0-1, 
Holiday 0-2, Ja.Green 0-2). fouled Out: None. rebounds: 
Sacramento 43 (Sabonis 15), Houston 53 (Smith Jr. 11). 
Assists: Sacramento 20 (Monk 7), Houston 28 (VanVleet 
12). total fouls: Sacramento 19, Houston 18. A: 18,055 
(18,500)

PrO BasKetBall

nBa
EAStErN CONfErENCE 

AtLANtIC w L pct gb
Boston ..........................................5 0 1.000 —
Philadelphia..................................4 1 .800 1
Brooklyn .......................................3 3 .500 21/2
New York......................................2 4 .333 31/2
Toronto.........................................2 4 .333 31/2

SOUtHEASt w L pct gb
Atlanta .........................................4 2 .667 —
Orlando.........................................4 2 .667 —
Charlotte ......................................2 3 .400 11/2
Miami ...........................................2 4 .333 2
Washington..................................1 4 .200 21/2

CENtrAL w L pct gb
Milwaukee....................................3 2 .600 —
Indiana..........................................3 3 .500 1/2
Detroit ..........................................2 4 .333 11/2
x-Chicago......................................2 4 .333 11/2
Cleveland......................................2 4 .333 11/2

wEStErN CONfErENCE 

SOUtHwESt w L pct gb
Dallas............................................4 1 .800 —
New Orleans.................................4 2 .667 1/2
San Antonio..................................3 2 .600 1
Houston........................................2 3 .400 2
Memphis.......................................0 6 .000 41/2

NOrtHwESt w L pct gb
x-Denver.......................................5 1 .833 —
Minnesota ....................................3 2 .600 11/2
Portland........................................3 3 .500 2
Oklahoma City..............................3 3 .500 2
Utah..............................................2 5 .286 31/2

pACIfIC w L pct gb
Golden State ................................5 1 .833 —
L.A. Clippers .................................3 2 .600 11/2
L.A. Lakers....................................3 3 .500 2
Sacramento ..................................2 3 .400 21/2
Phoenix.........................................2 4 .333 3

x-Late game

frIDAY’S rESULtS
at Miami 121, Washington 114
at Indiana 121, Cleveland 116
Brooklyn 109, at Chicago 107
at Milwaukee 110, New York 105
Golden State 141, at Oklahoma City 139
at Denver 125, Dallas 114
at Portland 115, Memphis 113 (OT)

SAtUrDAY’S rESULtS
at Philadelphia 112, Phoenix 100
Atlanta 123, at New Orleans 105
at Orlando 120, L.A. Lakers 101
Charlotte 125, at Indiana 124
at Minnesota 123, Utah 95
Boston 124, at Brooklyn 114
at Houston 107, Sacramento 89
Chicago at Denver, late

SUNDAY’S gAMES
Phoenix at Detroit, 3
Toronto at San Antonio, 3:30
Golden State at Cleveland, 6
Charlotte at Dallas, 7:30
Memphis at Portland, 9

MONDAY’S gAMES
Washington at Philadelphia, 7
Dallas at Orlando, 7
Golden State at Detroit, 7
San Antonio at Indiana, 7
L.A. Clippers at New York, 7:30
L.A. Lakers at Miami, 7:30
Milwaukee at Brooklyn, 7:30
Atlanta at Oklahoma City, 8
Boston at Minnesota, 8
Sacramento at Houston, 8
Utah at Chicago, 8
New Orleans at Denver, 9

Celtics 124, nets 114
bOStON .............................  34 36 21 33 — 124
brOOkLYN .........................  34 24 30 26 — 114

bOStON: Horford 4-7 0-0 8, Tatum 10-20 6-6 32, 
Porzingis 8-10 5-8 22, Brown 7-22 7-8 23, Holiday 6-15 
2-2 18, Hauser 2-3 0-0 5, Kornet 5-5 1-1 11, Brissett 1-4 
2-2 5, Pritchard 0-4 0-0 0. totals 43-90 23-27 124. 

brOOkLYN: Bridges 7-20 1-1 19, O’Neale 2-15 0-0 6, 
Finney-Smith 5-10 0-0 14, Dinwiddie 8-14 0-3 19, 
Thomas 11-24 3-3 27, Watford 0-0 0-0 0, Wilson 0-0 0-0 
0, Sharpe 3-4 5-8 11, Brooks 0-0 0-0 0, Smith Jr. 2-5 0-0 5, 
Walker IV 5-8 2-2 13. totals 43-100 11-17 114.

three-point goals: Boston 15-45 (Tatum 6-10, Holiday 
4-9, Brown 2-11, Hauser 1-2, Porzingis 1-2, Brissett 1-4, 
Horford 0-3, Pritchard 0-4), Brooklyn 17-52 (Finney-
Smith 4-9, Bridges 4-11, Dinwiddie 3-7, Thomas 2-6, 
O’Neale 2-13, Walker IV 1-2, Smith Jr. 1-4). fouled Out: 
None. rebounds: Boston 50 (Tatum 11), Brooklyn 42 
(Finney-Smith 8). Assists: Boston 22 (Holiday 10), 
Brooklyn 22 (Dinwiddie 6). total fouls: Boston 17, 
Brooklyn 21. A: 17,983 (17,732)

timberwolves 123, Jazz 95
UtAH ..................................  27 23 27 18 — 95
MINNESOtA ......................  29 26 37 31 — 123

UtAH: Collins 5-10 3-4 14, Markkanen 7-20 4-5 22, 
Kessler 2-3 0-0 4, Clarkson 5-14 0-0 10, Horton-Tucker 
6-20 0-0 14, Fontecchio 2-3 0-0 5, Samanic 1-2 1-1 3, 
Olynyk 0-4 0-0 0, Yurtseven 0-1 0-0 0, Agbaji 3-5 0-1 8, 
George 3-6 1-2 8, Sexton 1-3 4-4 7. totals 35-91 13-17 
95. 

MINNESOtA: McDaniels 2-4 0-0 5, Towns 7-14 9-10 25, 
Gobert 5-10 1-2 11, Conley 3-9 0-0 7, Edwards 13-19 3-5 
31, Anderson 5-6 2-2 12, Brown Jr. 1-1 0-0 2, Minott 1-1 
2-3 4, Reid 5-9 3-4 16, Alexander-Walker 0-3 0-1 0, 
McLaughlin 0-0 0-0 0, Milton 2-4 4-4 8, Nix 1-1 0-0 2. 
totals 45-81 24-31 123.

three-point goals: Utah 12-43 (Markkanen 4-11, Agbaji 
2-4, Horton-Tucker 2-6, Fontecchio 1-1, Sexton 1-3, 
George 1-4, Collins 1-5, Samanic 0-1, Yurtseven 0-1, 
Olynyk 0-2, Clarkson 0-5), Minnesota 9-24 (Reid 3-5, 
Edwards 2-4, Towns 2-6, McDaniels 1-2, Conley 1-4, 
Alexander-Walker 0-1, Milton 0-2). fouled Out: Utah 
None, Minnesota 1 (McDaniels). rebounds: Utah 39 
(Markkanen 8), Minnesota 43 (Gobert 10). Assists: Utah 
20 (Horton-Tucker 5), Minnesota 25 (Anderson, Conley, 
Edwards 6). total fouls: Utah 20, Minnesota 23. A: 
18,024 (19,356)

Blackhawks 5, Panthers 2
fLOrIDA ..................................  0 0 2 — 2
CHICAgO ..................................  3 1 1 — 5 

fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, Chicago, Foligno 2 (Perry, Jones), 6:25 (pp). 2, 
Chicago, Zaitsev 1 (Kurashev, Reichel), 9:21. 3, Chicago, 
Hall 1 (Dickinson, T.Johnson), 12:39. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 4, Chicago, Bedard 5 (Tinordi, Kurashev), 5:29. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 5, Florida, Ekman-Larsson 2 (Verhaeghe, Bark-
ov), 6:33 (pp). 6, Florida, Tkachuk 2 (Mahura, Verhae-
ghe), 12:29. 7, Chicago, Kurashev 2 (Donato), 19:50 (en). 

SHOtS ON gOAL
fLOrIDA ..................................  6 19 15 — 40
CHICAgO ................................  14 7 3 — 24
power-play opportunities: Florida 1 of 3; Chicago 1 of 3. 
goalies: Florida, Stolarz 1-1-0 (23 shots-19 saves). 
Chicago, Mrazek 3-3-0 (40-38). A: 18,666 (19,717). t: 
2:22. 

Wild 5, rangers 4 (sO)
N.Y. rANgErS ................... 3 0 1 0 — 4
MINNESOtA ...................... 0 2 2 1 — 5 

MINNESOtA wON SHOOtOUt 2-1 
fIrSt pErIOD
Scoring: 1, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 1 (Pitlick, Lindgren), 
3:36. 2, N.Y. Rangers, Panarin 6 (Trocheck, Lafreniere), 
5:52. 3, N.Y. Rangers, Gustafsson 3 (Cuylle, Wheeler), 
6:53. 

SECOND pErIOD
Scoring: 4, Minnesota, Hartman 7 (Zuccarello, Mermis), 
5:57. 5, Minnesota, Eriksson Ek 6 (Faber, Foligno), 6:26. 

tHIrD pErIOD
Scoring: 6, Minnesota, Zuccarello 3 (Brodin, Johansson), 
1:41. 7, Minnesota, Rossi 5 (Boldy, Kaprizov), 5:20. 8, 
N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 8 (Gustafsson, Panarin), 6:40. 

SHOOtOUt
Minnesota 2 (Zuccarello G, Kaprizov NG, Boldy G), N.Y. 
Rangers 1 (Panarin G, Zibanejad NG, Trocheck NG). 

SHOtS ON gOAL
N.Y. rANgErS ................... 7 5 6 0 — 18
MINNESOtA .................... 12 13 14 1 — 40
power-play opportunities: N.Y. Rangers 0 of 1; Minne-
sota 0 of 4. goalies: N.Y. Rangers, Quick 2-0-1 (40 
shots-36 saves). Minnesota, Gustavsson 2-3-1 (4-1), 
Minnesota, Fleury 2-2-1 (14-13). A: 18,678 (18,064). t: 
2:38. 

tennIs

atP
pArIS MAStErS
At Palais Omnisports de Paris-Bercy; in Paris
purse: $6,135,612
Surface: Hardcourt indoor

SINgLES —  SEMIfINALS
Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, def. Stefanos Tsitsipas (7), 
Greece, 6-3, 6-7 (7-1), 7-6 (7-3); Novak Djokovic (1), 
Serbia, def. Andrey Rublev (5), Russia, 5-7, 7-6 (7-3), 
7-5.

DOUbLES —  SEMIfINALS
Rohan Bopanna, India, and Matthew Ebden (3), Aus-
tralia, def. Harri Heliovaara, Finland, and Mate Pavic, 
Croatia, 6-7 (7-3), 6-4, 10-6; Edouard Roger-Vasselin, 
France, and Santiago Gonzalez (7), Mexico, def. Rajeev 
Ram, United States, and Joe Salisbury (4), Britain, 6-3, 
6-3.

no. 8 alabama 42, 
no. 14 lsU 28
LSU ...........................................  7 14 7 0 — 28
ALAbAMA ..............................  14 7 14 7 — 42

fIrSt QUArtEr
LSU: Nabers 46 pass from Daniels (Ramos kick), 9:46.
ALA: Milroe 23 run (Reichard kick), 7:14.
ALA: Milroe 4 run (Reichard kick), :25.

SECOND QUArtEr
LSU: Daniels 9 run (Ramos kick), 3:09.
ALA: Milroe 21 run (Reichard kick), 1:01.
LSU: Lacy 26 pass from Daniels (Ramos kick), :05.

tHIrD QUArtEr
LSU: J.Williams 2 run (Ramos kick), 11:14.
ALA: R.Williams 16 run (Reichard kick), 7:30.
ALA: Milroe 11 run (Reichard kick), 1:01.

fOUrtH QUArtEr
ALA: McClellan 10 run (Reichard kick), 13:01.

LSU Alabama
First Downs .....................................  21 27
Total Net Yards .............................  478 507
Rushes-Yards ........................... 24-206 46-288
Passing ..........................................  272 219
Punt Returns .................................. 0-0 0-0
Kickoff Returns ............................ 1-13 4-88
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-10
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  20-34-1 15-23-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 1-4 2-12
Punts .......................................... 2-36.5 1-50.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 0-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 8-60 6-50
Time Of Possession ....................  26:27 33:33 

pASSINg
LSU: Daniels 15-24-1-219, Nussmeier 5-10-0-53. Ala-
bama: Milroe 15-23-0-219. 

rUSHINg
LSU: Daniels 11-163, Diggs 8-24, Williams 4-19, Emery 
1-0. Alabama: Milroe 20-155, McClellan 14-63, Williams 
6-56, Miller 4-17, (Team) 2-(minus 3). 

rECEIVINg
LSU: Nabers 10-171, Thomas 3-36, Taylor 3-19, Lacy 
2-39, Williams 1-6, Ka.Jackson 1-1. Alabama: Bond 5-60, 
Burton 3-29, Law 2-25, McClellan 1-42, Miller 1-35, 
Prentice 1-22, Dippre 1-11, Williams 1-(minus 5). 

no. 22 Oklahoma state 27, 
no. 9 Oklahoma 24

OkLAHOMA .............................  7 7 7 3 — 24
OkLAHOMA StAtE .................  7 10 0 10 — 27

fIrSt QUArtEr
OkSt: Gordon 20 run (Hale kick), 11:39.
OkLA: Sawchuk 64 run (Schmit kick), 10:51.

SECOND QUArtEr
OkSt: A.Bowman 13 run (Hale kick), 14:53.
OkSt: FG Hale 36, 9:42.
OkLA: Stoops 6 pass from Gabriel (Schmit kick), 7:06.

tHIrD QUArtEr
OkLA: T.Walker 23 run (Schmit kick), 8:05.

fOUrtH QUArtEr
OkSt: Gordon 1 run (Hale kick), 7:59.
OkSt: FG Hale 34, 6:59.
OkLA: FG Schmit 36, 4:48.
Attendance: 54,105. 

Oklahoma Oklahoma State
First Downs .................................. 21 26
Total Net Yards .......................... 492 480
Rushes-Yards .......................  27-148 38-146
Passing ....................................... 344 334
Punt Returns .............................  1--5 1-14
Kickoff Returns ........................  2-30 1-18
Interceptions Ret. .....................  1-39 1-23
Comp-Att-Int .......................  26-37-1 28-43-1
Sacked-Yards Lost ......................  2-7 0-0
Punts ..................................  3-49.333 4-41.5
Fumbles-Lost ..............................  4-2 0-0
Penalties-Yards ........................  8-54 4-29
Time Of Possession ................. 22:47 37:08 

pASSINg
Oklahoma: Gabriel 26-37-1-344. Oklahoma State: Bow-
man 28-42-0-334, Gordon 0-1-1-0. 

rUSHINg
Oklahoma: Sawchuk 13-111, T.Walker 8-59, Stoops 
1-(minus 6), Gabriel 4-(minus 7), Barnes 1-(minus 9). 
Oklahoma State: Gordon 33-137, Bowman 1-13, Nixon 
2-(minus 1), (Team) 2-(minus 3). 

rECEIVINg
Oklahoma: Stoops 12-134, Farooq 7-98, Ni.Anderson 
3-92, Stogner 1-10, Sawchuk 1-5, Thompson 1-4, Smoth-
ers 1-1. Oklahoma State: Owens 10-136, Presley 8-97, 
L.Johnson 5-70, Jo.Johnson 4-13, Gordon 1-18. 

no. 11 Mississippi 38, 
texas a&M 35

tEXAS A&M .............................  0 14 7 14 — 35
MISSISSIppI ............................  7 13 11 7 — 38

fIrSt QUArtEr
MISS: Judkins 9 run (C.Davis kick), 7:45.

SECOND QUArtEr
MISS: Tre.Harris 11 pass from Dart (C.Davis kick), 12:53.
tXAM: J.Mathews 70 blocked field goal return (Bond 
kick), 8:12.
MISS: Watkins 29 pass from Dart (pass failed), 6:53.
tXAM: Moss 13 run (Bond kick), 1:44.

tHIrD QUArtEr
MISS: Judkins 6 run (Tre.Harris pass from Dart), 7:04.
tXAM: Ja.Johnson 28 pass from M.Johnson (Bond kick), 
5:05.
MISS: FG C.Davis 22, :46.

fOUrtH QUArtEr
tXAM: Daniels 1 run (Bond kick), 12:04.
tXAM: M.Johnson 1 run (Bond kick), 4:34.
MISS: Judkins 1 run (C.Davis kick), 1:40.

texas A&M Mississippi
First Downs .....................................  30 26
Total Net Yards .............................  457 518
Rushes-Yards ........................... 36-152 33-131
Passing ..........................................  305 387
Punt Returns .................................. 2-4 1-0
Kickoff Returns .............................. 0-0 4-83
Interceptions Ret. ........................... 0-0 1-0
Comp-Att-Int ..........................  31-42-1 24-33-0
Sacked-Yards Lost .......................... 2-8 1-5
Punts ........................................ 4-40.25 4-43.0
Fumbles-Lost .................................. 2-0 0-0
Penalties-Yards ............................ 9-72 8-61
Time Of Possession ....................  35:37 24:23 

pASSINg
texas A&M: M.Johnson 31-42-1-305. Mississippi: Dart 
24-33-0-387. 

rUSHINg
texas A&M: Daniels 12-70, Moss 9-52, Owens 6-15, 
Smith 1-11, M.Johnson 8-4. Mississippi: Judkins 23-102, 
Bentley 6-19, Dart 3-8, Pegues 1-2. 

rECEIVINg
texas A&M: Walker 8-100, Smith 6-83, N.Thomas 4-50, 
Muhammad 3-23, Daniels 3-7, Ja.Johnson 2-31, Wright 
2-7, Moss 2-4, Owens 1-0. Mississippi: Tre.Harris 
11-213, Watkins 5-47, Wade 4-80, Prieskorn 2-33, 
Judkins 1-10, Bentley 1-4. 

hIgh sChOOls

SAtUrDAY’S rESULtS
fOOtbALL
D.C.
KIPP Legacy 28, KIPP College Prep 0
MArYLAND
Blair 35, Laurel 10
Bowie 35, DuVal 31
Douglass 22, Friendly 7
Eleanor Roosevelt 35, Parkdale 0
prIVAtE
Archbishop Carroll 37, St. John Paul the Great 6
Flint Hill 27, St. James 7
Georgetown Prep 24, St. Albans 0
Landon 28, St. Stephen’s/St. Agnes 7
Sidwell Friends 17, Digital Pioneers 10
St. John’s 23, Gonzaga 20
St. Mary’s Ryken 54, Bishop Ireton 24

VOLLEYbALL
D.C.
D.C. International def. SEED 3-0 (25-19, 25-18, 25-23)

bOYS’ SOCCEr
prIVAtE
Washington Christian 2, Covenant Life 0

gOlF

Pga tour
wOrLD wIDE tECHNOLOgY CHAMpIONSHIp 
At El Cardonal Golf Course; in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico
purse: $8.2 million 
Yardage: 7,452; par: 72 

 tHIrD rOUND
Matt Kuchar ..................................  65 65 67 — 197 -19
Camilo Villegas .............................  64 64 69 — 197 -19
Erik Van Rooyen ............................  68 64 66 — 198 -18
Will Gordon ...................................  69 63 67 — 199 -17
Mackenzie Hughes ........................  71 65 63 — 199 -17
Justin Suh .....................................  66 65 68 — 199 -17
Kramer Hickok ...............................  65 67 69 — 201 -15
Michael Kim ..................................  64 69 68 — 201 -15
Patton Kizzire ...............................  69 69 63 — 201 -15
Scott Piercy ...................................  66 68 67 — 201 -15
Carson Young ................................  69 64 68 — 201 -15
Lucas Herbert ................................  69 67 66 — 202 -14
Jeffrey Kang ..................................  65 68 69 — 202 -14
Adam Long ....................................  69 66 67 — 202 -14
Ryan Palmer ..................................  71 66 65 — 202 -14
Sam Ryder .....................................  69 69 64 — 202 -14
Austin Eckroat ..............................  69 69 65 — 203 -13
Doug Ghim .....................................  68 65 70 — 203 -13
Nate Lashley .................................  64 70 69 — 203 -13
Davis Thompson ...........................  66 68 69 — 203 -13
Cameron Champ ............................  68 67 69 — 204 -12
Tano Goya .....................................  64 74 66 — 204 -12
Chesson Hadley .............................  66 66 72 — 204 -12
Taylor Montgomery ......................  69 66 69 — 204 -12
Cameron Percy ..............................  62 72 70 — 204 -12
Andrew Putnam ............................  68 69 67 — 204 -12
Kevin Tway ....................................  67 69 68 — 204 -12
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FROM NEWS SERVICES

David Perron had the go-ahead 
goal and two assists as the host 
Detroit red Wings scored three 
times in the third period to beat 
Boston, 5-4, on Saturday night, 
handing the Bruins their first reg-
ulation loss this season.

Dylan Larkin and Lucas ray-
mond each had a goal and an assist 
and Andrew Copp and Jake Wal-
man also scored for Detroit, which 
had lost four of five (1-3-1). Ville 
Husso had 26 saves.

James van riemsdyk, matthew 
Poitras, Charlie Coyle and David 
Pastrnak had the goals for the 
Bruins, who came in 9-0-1. Linus 

Ullmark stopped 35 shots.
With his team trailing 3-2, Lar-

kin tied it at 6:50 of the third when 
he beat Ullmark on the short side 
off a feed from raymond.

Perron gave the red Wings 
their first lead 2:06 later when he 
whiffed on a shot, regained con-
trol of the puck and fired it past 
Ullmark’s glove. It was his third.

Copp made it 5-3 with his fourth 
when he banged in a rebound.

Pastrnak scored on a power 
play with 5:49 remaining to pull 
the Bruins within one, but they 
couldn’t get the equalizer.
l JeTs 5, COYOTes 3: In Tem-

pe, Ariz., Nino Niederreiter scored 
three goals and Brenden Dillon 
got his first two of the season, 
leading Winnipeg over  Arizona.

Dillon snapped a 3-3 tie 3:23 
into the third period when his slap 
shot from the left circle hit the far 

post and ricocheted in. Niederreit-
er then tipped in a Dillon shot at 
7:16 for his third career hat trick.
l PReDATORs 5, OiLeRs 2: 

ryan o’reilly had three goals and 
an assist, and Nashville beat host 
Edmonton to end a two-game los-
ing streak.

filip forsberg added a goal and 
two assists, Thomas Novak also 
scored and Kevin Lankinen made 
33 saves to help the Predators im-
prove to 5-6-0.

Darnell Nurse and Zach Hyman 
scored for Edmonton, and Jack 
Campbell stopped 29 shots. Win-
less at home, the oilers have lost 
six of seven to drop to 2-7-1.
l BLUes 6, CAnADiens 3: 

Brayden Schenn and Jordan 
Kyrou each had a goal and two 
assists, and host St. Louis beat 
montreal to post back-to-back 
wins for the first time this season.

Alexy Toropchenko, robert 
Thomas, Kasperi Kapanen and 
Brandon Saad also scored for the 
Blues. Joel Hofer made 30 saves.

Juraj Slafkovsky, Brendan Gal-
lagher and Nick Suzuki scored for 
montreal.
l sABRes 6, MAPLe LeAFs 

4: Alex Tuch scored twice, and 
visiting Buffalo overcame  Toronto 
star Auston matthews’s third hat 
trick of the season.

JJ Peterka had a goal and an 
assist, Tage Thompson, Jeff Skin-
ner and Jordan Greenway also 
scored and Devon Levi made 
25 saves for Buffalo.

Also, maple Leafs defenseman 
Timothy Liljegren was placed on 
long-term injured reserve two 
days after he suffered a lower-
body injury in a game against the 
Boston Bruins.

Liljegren was injured Thursday 

when he fell into the boards after a 
trip by Bruins captain Brad 
marchand during the first period. 
marchand was not penalized on 
the play. By being placed on long-
term injured reserve, Liljegren 
will be sidelined a minimum of 
10 games and 24 days.
l kinGs 5, FLYeRs 0: Cam 

Talbot made 24 saves for the shut-
out, and Los Angeles got goals 
from Adrian Kempe, Anze Kopi-
tar, Arthur Kaliyev, Trevor moore 
and Blake Lizotte in its rout of host 
Philadelphia. 
l HURRiCAnes 4, isLAnD-

eRs 3 (OT): In Elmont, N.Y., Se-
bastian Aho scored 1:14 into the 
overtime period to lift Carolina 
past New York, which blew a 3-0 
lead it built in the first 25 minutes.

Trailing 3-1 entering the final 
period, Carolina got goals from 
Dmitry orlov (12:19) and Jesperi 

Kotkaniemi (15:26 on a power 
play) to tie.
l PAnTHeRs 5, BLACk-

HAWks 2: Connor Bedard 
scored in the second period and 
Philipp Kurashev had a goal and 
two assists, helping host Chicago   
beat  florida.

Carter Verhaeghe assisted on 
both florida goals.
l LiGHTninG 6, senATORs 

4:  Brayden Point had three goals 
and an assist to help Tampa Bay 
beat host ottawa.

Nikita Kucherov had a goal and 
four assists for the Lightning.

Brady Tkachuk scored twice for 
ottawa. 
l WiLD 5, RAnGeRs 4 (sO): 

In St. Paul, minn., mats Zuccarello 
and matt Boldy scored in the 
shootout, and   minnesota   beat   
New York  after coming back from 
a three-goal deficit.

nhl rounduP

Detroit scores three third-period goals to hand Boston its first regulation loss
red wings 5, 

Bruins 4

to the directors seemed to 
consist of “mostly brown rice, 
chicken and broccoli.” At the end 
of the film, she told Stoll, “I hope 
I never see chicken again.”

It is arguably the most limber 
acting job of foster’s career. She 
exudes a jubilant physicality, and 
the audience will be pardoned 
for doing a double take when she 
appears on a boat deck wearing 
cargo shorts and a sports bra and 
for grabbing their phones to look 
up foster’s age. She will turn 61 
on Nov. 19. recently, the 
directors met her at a social 
occasion. “I’m being objectified,” 
she teased them. Vasarhelyi says, 
“for me, she’s a new body goal, 
like a new measure that I 
personally aspire to.”

The theme of Nyad is simply: 
Aging is an inevitability, but 
weakness isn’t, not if you’re 
willing to keep lifting things 
above your shoulders. “You 
know, we don’t have to lose our 
muscle,” Stoll says.

But there is an underlying 
message, too, a more subtle one 
delivered by Bening and foster 
in their transfigurations from 
slender actresses into absolute 
athletes. Not much really 
separates great athleticism from 
great acting. Both require rigor, 
practice, the development of fine 
sensory perception and a 
fundamental lack of vanity in 
search of a mysterious elevation. 
Bening and foster give the 
audience acting and athleticism 
— and along the way a reminder 
of the exultation to be found in 
any physically immersive 
endeavor, no matter what your 
age or state of being.

“I’m not done,” Bening tells 
foster in the movie, “and neither 
are you.”

lap in only 15 or so strokes.
Bening added enough inches 

to her shoulders that she told 
Stoll, “my jackets fit differently.” 
She also became a dedicated 
swimmer who still spends an 
hour or so daily in the pool. 
When “Nyad” began to screen at 
film festivals, Vasarhelyi got a 
text from a friend’s mother. “Did 
you airbrush Annette’s legs?” it 
said. “No, that’s God’s work,” 
Vasarhelyi replied. But it was 
also Bening’s.

foster’s first appearance on 
the set came with a similar jolt of 
awe for the directors. on the day 
she agreed to take the role of 
Stoll, foster stood on a New York 
sidewalk after meeting with 
Bening and told the directors, 
“I’m going to have to start 
training tomorrow for this role.” 
Stoll, 71, a Los Angeles-based 
physical trainer and a former 
world-class racquetball player, is 
a burnished specimen who does 
100 reps of shoulder, biceps and 
abdominal work a day, power-
walks for two hours at a clip and 
does sets of military style chin-
ups and pull-ups.

In her previous film, “The 
mauritanian,” foster played a 
slack-armed, helmet-haired 
lawyer in a suit. After that day 
with foster on the sidewalk, “we 
never really heard anything 
more from her,” Chin says. “And 
then she showed up just ripped.”

foster hung out with Stoll 
regularly, studying her 
mannerisms and honing an 
imitative physique. The actress 
embarked on a regimen of daily 
workouts that continued 
through the film, alternating 
kettlebells with heavy 
weightlifting. She combined it 
with a sufferingly strict diet that 

the water, taking 20 to 30 strokes 
to swim a 25-yard pool length, 
“kind of like trying to kayak with 
a straw,” owen says. An 
olympian such as owen only 
needs 11 strokes. By the end of 
their training sessions, Bening 
could torque through the water 
in multiple 300-yard sets 
without gasping and glide a pool 

is very important to me.” The 
first time the former olympian 
put her through a pool interval 
workout with just five seconds’ 
rest between laps, she gasped 
almost to the point of panic. 
owen taught her to manage her 
breath and energy and elongate 
her strokes. most untrained 
swimmers tend to chop vainly in 

heavy endurance build. “When 
you looked at her, she had a 
swimmer’s back,” Vasarhelyi 
says. Bening had little experience 
in the water other than crewing 
on a scuba boat as a teenager. 
But she told the former 
olympian owen that she 
considered acting an athletic 
pursuit, saying that “movement 

preproduction “to respect the 
actor’s process.” Bening used the 
time to train every day for a year 
under the tutelage of a former 
U.S. olympian, rada owen. “She 
was incredibly strong. Her stroke 
was beautiful. She was just flying 
through the water,” Chin says. 
“. . . She took it all the way.” 
Bening was “adamant” that she 
would swim every stroke in the 
film — which meant spending 
four to eight hours each day in 
the water. “one of the 
unanticipated consequences was 
that she was so strong, she had 
this endurance which allowed us 
to maximize our shooting 
schedule,” Vasarhelyi says.

Bening, 65, and foster, 60, 
have been unable to promote the 
film because of the screen actors 
strike. But it’s plain in 
conversation with their 
filmmakers and trainers that 
both explicitly wanted to shatter 
age archetypes — really, really 
break them all to pieces. “It was 
important to both actors that we 
not touch their bodies, as in 
touch up,” Vasarhelyi said. “They 
were committed to play women 
of their age.” They were also 
committed to demonstrating the 
metamorphosing possibilities of 
strenuous athleticism. foster 
told the directors she wanted to 
join the film in part because she 
wanted to show audiences two 
older women who were 
“badasses.”

Bening prepared for the role 
by hanging out with Nyad and 
even doing an open water swim 
with her. She began the project 
with a slender, yoga-fit frame but 
put on slabs of muscle in her 
shoulders to cultivate the right 
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Bening, Foster triumph over age and blast through barriers in the biopic ‘Nyad’

KiMbeRley fReNch/aSSociaTed pReSS

Annette Bening, right, and Jodie Foster, second from left, trained rigorously for their roles in “nyad.”

BY BAILEY JOHNSON

The Washington Capitals have 
been searching for some puck 
luck. They have struggled mighti-
ly to score in their first 10 games, 
and though some of that has to 
do with the quality of the chances 
they have created, some of it also 
has stemmed from simply not 
getting a fortuitous bounce on 
occasion.

That changed midway through 
the first period of Saturday 
night’s game against the Colum-
bus Blue Jackets. Winger Tom 
Wilson corralled a bouncing 
puck, skated through three Blue 
Jackets on his way to the net — a 
point of emphasis for the Capi-
tals of late — and then fired a 
shot that skipped off a defender’s 
stick and into the goal. That 
redirection was the bit of luck the 
Capitals had been seeking, and 
they carried their early lead to a 
2-1 victory at Capital one Arena 
for the 1,000th home win in 
franchise history.

“You’re building good habits, 
winning habits, for when, hope-
fully, we’re able to score a little bit 
more,” Coach Spencer Carbery 
said. “As things tighten up, you’ve 
been in these situations. You 
know how to play a 2-1 game. You 
know how to protect a one-goal 
lead when you’re not scoring. All 
of that stuff, I think, for your 
group builds confidence.”

Capitals goaltender Charlie 
Lindgren, making his second 
start and his first since the sea-
son opener oct. 13, made 34 
saves. Elvis merzlikins had 25 for 
Columbus. Lindgren was injured 
during the Capitals’ morning 

skate oct. 16 and had missed 
nearly two weeks with an upper-
body injury.

“Definitely hasn’t been the 
start to the year that I want 
health-wise,” he said. “Just kind 
of gotten some bad bounces so 
far. . . . Being back in the pipes 
tonight felt good. . . . And to get a 
big win against Columbus was 
pretty awesome.”

Saturday was just the second 
time Washington (5-4-1) had 
scored the first goal of a game 

this season. The only other time 
led to a roller-coaster 6-4 win 
over the New Jersey Devils on 
oct. 25 in Newark. Taking a rare 
lead allowed Washington to play 
with more control rather than 
chase the game.

Winger Sonny milano doubled 
the Capitals’ advantage with an-
other goal from near the crease 
exactly five minutes after Wilson 
scored. milano skated to the back 
post unmarked, and defenseman 
Nick Jensen faked a shot before 

threading a pass across the slot 
to milano, who had plenty of 
space to tap the puck past mer-
zlikins.

Dmitri Voronkov answered for 
the Blue Jackets (4-5-2) with a 
deflection at 1:38 of the second 
period. middle periods have been 
problematic for Washington — 
including in that win over the 
Devils, when a 3-0 lead rapidly 
turned into a 4-3 deficit.

But on Saturday, the Capitals 
had a response. Though they 

didn’t add to their lead, they 
cleaned up the sloppiness that 
had given the Blue Jackets life. 
The Capitals’ extended sequenc-
es in the offensive zone were 
emblematic of the control they 
were able to exert following a 
back-and-forth opening period.

“We had some [offensive] zone 
shifts tonight where we were 
completely on script,” Carbery 
said. “Guys were doing exactly 
what we talked about doing, 
[from] pre-scout to things that 
we wanted to do on the interior 
of the rink to puck possession. 
We continue to do a lot of really, 
really good things. You’d just like 
to be rewarded. To be honest 
with you, the win’s great. You’d 
just like some of our guys to get 
rewarded for doing a lot of good 
things.”

The Capitals’ control slipped 
in the third period as Columbus 
sought an equalizer, but 
Lindgren held strong. The Blue 
Jackets threatened to even the 
score with 9:56 left, but Lindgren 
flashed his athleticism as he 
snagged Cole Sillinger’s shot 
from the slot; he ended up 
sprawled on the ice with the puck 
in his glove.

The Capitals had to kill a 
penalty shortly after Lindgren’s 
dramatic save, and they pressed 
him into action several more 
times.

“He’s a gamer,” Wilson said. 
“When he’s in there [and] he gets 
momentum, he’s a tough goalie 
to beat. He made some huge 
saves, some highlight-reel saves. 
It’s fun to see him doing his thing 
in there.”

After one of Lindgren’s late 
saves, a scrum resulted in yet 
another penalty kill for the Capi-
tals — T.J. oshie and martin 
fehervary went off for roughing, 
while just Jack roslovic was 

banished to the box for Colum-
bus. The Capitals killed off that 
penalty, too — their 12th consec-
utive kill across the past five 
games.

The Capitals blocked 25 shots, 
including 11 in the third period. 
And after Wilson gave them the 
lead on that deflection in the first 
period, the puck luck continued 
to go the Capitals’ way on the 
other end of the ice, too.

“We did enough to get it done 
tonight,” Wilson said. “I thought 
we did a lot of good stuff in the 
[offensive] zone. If we keep doing 
that, the bounces will come. But 
that being said, we did a good 
job. Sacrificed [and did the] little 
things in the third. You have to 
learn how to win those games, 
too.”

note: Defenseman Trevor van 
riemsdyk left the game early in 
the first period with a lower-body 
injury. His skates appeared to 
clip the bottom edge of the 
boards, and he went straight to 
the dressing room after leaving 
the ice in pain. Washington an-
nounced shortly afterward that 
van riemsdyk wouldn’t return; 
he skated just 1:34 on the night. 
Carbery said he would be reeval-
uated Sunday or monday.

Washington turns rare early lead into win over Columbus
capitals 2,

Blue Jackets 1

JeSS Rapfogel/aSSociaTed pReSS

Tom Wilson put a knuckling puck into the net as the Capitals scored first for the second time this season.

CaPItals’  next three

vs. Florida Panthers

Wednesday 7:30 TNT

at new Jersey devils

friday 7 Monumental 2

at new York Islanders

Saturday 7:30 Monumental

Radio: WJFK (106.7 FM), 
WFED (1500 AM)
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the Hoyas’ games were decided 
by single digits. And they have 
impressive nonconference wins 
over Loyola Blakefield, Woodber-
ry forest and riverdale Baptist.

That’s why they were confident 
but not overzealous heading into 
the final two weeks.

“We’ve never been the biggest, 
fastest, strongest,” Georgetown 
Prep Coach Dan Paro said. 
“That’s why we have the core 
beliefs of team, family, doing all 
things the right way. . . . If you get 
them to believe in those, it’s 
amazing how well it can work.”

Early on Saturday, the Hoyas 
leaned heavily on reynolds, 
whose 18 first-half carries pro-
duced 159 yards and two touch-
downs that put his team up 17-0 
at halftime.

“He’s a dog,” senior Lee Bruner 
said when asked to describe his 
teammate. “Hard-hitting. Hard-
working. Dog.”

Though the Georgetown Prep 
offense went cold until senior 
Ciaran mcCleary’s 70-yard touch-
down reception early in the 
fourth quarter, the defense kept 
the sideline more than confident. 
Twice, on interceptions by senior 
Jayson Penn and junior Wyatt 
Bowman, the Hoyas extinguished 
the Bulldogs’ longest drives. 
St. Albans never reached the red 
zone, nor did it have a drive in 
which it amassed more than 
30 yards.

BY SPENCER NUSBAUM

It took exactly seven plays Sat-
urday afternoon to discover what 
No. 19 Georgetown Prep was 
about.

The Little Hoyas, who 
thumped host St. Albans, 24-0, in 
Northwest Washington, are con-
structed to win close games, pro-
tect leads and thrive in the muck. 
They don’t commit turnovers. 
They avoid penalties, lean on a 
defensive line that gets after the 
quarterback and boast a second-
ary that denies explosive plays. 
And, crucially, they have senior 
running back Colin reynolds.

So for seven snaps, the Hoyas 
(7-2) stuck to the script. Three 
times, they stopped the Bulldogs 
(4-5), forcing a punt. Next, they 
returned the ball to near mid-
field. And for each of the next 
three plays, they handed the ball 
to reynolds, who hit holes creat-

ed by the offensive line — twice 
carrying defenders on his back 
for additional yardage — for runs 
of 23, 20 and five yards and an 
early lead.

As the Hoyas returned to the 
sideline, an assistant coach 
barked out, “Don’t lose your fo-
cus!”

They never did. As a result, 
Georgetown Prep earned an op-
portunity to clinch a share of its 
21st Interstate Athletic Confer-
ence title if it can defeat Bullis on 
friday.

“This team is just a little hun-
grier this year,” senior quarter-
back Carson Whittier said, refer-
encing last year’s loss to Episco-
pal that snapped a three-season 
IAC title run.

The Hoyas’ commitment to 
that dogged approach has paid 
dividends in an IAC rife with 
parity. Two-thirds of conference 
clashes were decided by one 
score, and the three favorites split 
their matchups: Georgetown 
Prep beat Landon, Landon beat 
Episcopal, and Episcopal beat 
Georgetown Prep. Two-thirds of 

iAC footbAll

Dominant Little Hoyas 
can clinch share of title

G’town prep 24,
st. albans 0

enough to propel Visitation to a 
team victory; St. John’s prevailed 
with 44 points, followed by Visita-
tion at 50. on the boys’ side, 
St. Albans junior Sebi Hume con-
tinued his winning ways with a 
time of 15:45. Sophomore Antho-
ny Sarro of Gonzaga was second 
in 15:51. Gonzaga won the team 
title with 34 points by finishing 
with five of the top 10 runners. 
Led by Hume, St. Albans was 
second at 43.

After a successful 2022, Kelly 
wanted to make sure she put 
herself in the best position to run 
in college. Alongside her two sis-
ters, who run as well, the family 
took a month-long vacation to 
Boulder to run in higher eleva-
tion. Kelly boosted her mileage 
and trained every day to prepare 
for this season, and that more 
than paid off.

only a standout showing by the 
St. John’s girls — five runners in 
the top 15 — kept Visitation from 
having a perfect day.

“Vivian Kelly executed a phe-
nomenal race,” Cadets Coach Des-
mond Dunham said, “but we 
knew we were running for each 
other.”

BY SAM JANE

over the first mile of Saturday’s 
D.C. State Athletic Association 
girls’ cross-country champion-
ship at Kenilworth Park, five run-
ners were crowded together at 
the front of the pack. The mash-
up of colors representing differ-
ent schools suggested the favorite 
might be having an off day.

But in the middle portion of 
the race, when it became a slog, 
the training that Georgetown Vis-
itation’s Vivian Kelly endured in 
Colorado over the summer paid 
off. The junior ran every day in 
high elevation for a month, just 
for moments such as this. As her 
competitors’ breathing became 
jagged, she felt herself pulling 
away, and the crowd told her what 
she couldn’t see.

“one hundred-meter lead!” 

some shouted.
“This girl is moving!” a specta-

tor yelled.
Her advantage kept growing. 

She finished the 5K course in 
18 minutes 27 seconds, and it took 
35 more seconds for the runner-
up (National Cathedral’s Cecilia 
Wright) to cross the line. Kelly 
entered as the favorite, but this 
dominant of a performance could 
not have been anticipated. The 
junior shaved more than a minute 
and a half off her winning time 
from last year (20:12).

“I was shocked,” Kelly said. “I 
honestly was just hoping to break 
20 [minutes].”

Instead, she ran the fastest 
girls’ time at the DCSAA meet 
since 2017, when National Ca-
thedral’s Page Lester finished in 
18:05.

Kelly’s success was not quite 

DCsAA Cross-Country ChAmpionships

Summer training helps 
Kelly repeat  in the fall

236-58-39.
“Emma has been one of the 

biggest drivers of change in wom-
en’s football,” Chelsea co-sport-
ing directors Laurence Stewart 
and Paul Winstanley said in a 
statement. “Her achievements at 
Chelsea are unrivaled and will 
live in the club’s history forever.”

They added, “Given everything 
she has contributed to Chelsea in 
over a decade with the club, and 
the legacy she leaves behind, we 
would never stand in her way 
when she felt it was the right 
time to pursue a new challenge.”

Todd Boehly, Chelsea’s Ameri-
can owner, said in a statement: 
“Emma’s contribution to Chelsea 
cannot be understated. She has 
been a pioneer in women’s foot-
ball and is hugely respected with-
in the game.”

sa Thompson. Two others, Catari-
na macario and mia fishel, play 
for Hayes at Chelsea.

The next U.S. camp is ahead of 
friendlies against China on Dec. 2 
in fort Lauderdale, fla., and Dec. 
5 in frisco, Tex.

Hayes does have ties to Ameri-
can soccer. She coached the Long 
Island Lady riders from 2001 to 
2003, followed by a three-year 
stint at Iona College. After three 
years as an Arsenal assistant, she 
guided the Chicago red Stars for 
two seasons in Women’s Profes-
sional Soccer, the precursor to 
the National Women’s Soccer 
League.

Since 2012, Hayes has coached 
Chelsea to six WSL titles and five 
fA Cup trophies. In 2021, she was 
voted fIfA’s world coach of the 
year. Her record with Chelsea is 

USSf was planning to hire 
Hayes.

Andonovski stepped down as 
coach following the team’s 
round-of-16 defeat to Sweden 
this past summer at the World 
Cup in Australia and New Zea-
land. Never before had the four-
time champion failed to reach 
the semifinals. The U.S. team also 
failed to win the gold medal at 
the Tokyo olympics in 2021, set-
tling for bronze after a semifinal 
defeat to Canada.

Hayes, 47, will inherit a team in 
transition following the retire-
ments of megan rapinoe and 
Julie Ertz, the phasing out of 
other veterans and the rise of 
young players such as Trinity 
rodman, Sophia Smith and Alys-

SoCCER from D1

Hayes, highly successful in Europe, hired to coach U.S. women’s national team

John sIbley/actIon IMages/reuters

 Emma Hayes, 47, has coached Chelsea to six Women’s Super League titles and five FA Cup trophies.

Did you hear The post today?
Washington post podcasts go with you everywhere

wpost.com/podcasts

Politics • History • Culture • More

s
0

1
0

8
 3

x
.5

BY NICKY WOLCOTT

When Caroline ray told Abby 
makela in June that she had been 
diagnosed with osteosarcoma, a 
rare type of bone cancer, makela 
was determined to help.

The two Crofton girls’ soccer 
players immediately bonded dur-
ing ray’s first summer workout 
with the Cardinals as a freshman 
in 2022 and have been close 
friends since despite a two-grade 
gap. makela looked into ways she 
could fundraise and raise local 
awareness.

one of her first ideas to stick 
was a “yellow-out” for Crofton’s 
home opener Sept. 13, when the 
Cardinals asked fans to wear 
yellow to support ray during 
childhood cancer awareness 
month. The team posted about 
the game online to spread the 
message but wanted to surprise 
ray, who was receiving treatment 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 
Baltimore.

“Keeping a teenager off social 
media is not the easiest thing to 
do, especially when you’re sitting 
in the oncology clinic waiting for 
treatment,” said Kristina ray, 
Caroline’s mother. “We tried to 
keep her distracted until she 
found out. Then everything just 
started getting bigger and bigger 
and bigger.”

ray found out before getting to 
the match, but that was just the 
start of the Cardinals’ season-
long initiative to support her. 
What began with one yellow-out 
game turned into multiple fund-
raising drives to support ray and 
her family led by makela and 
Crofton throughout its season, 
which ended with a loss in the 
maryland 4A East I region final 
Tuesday.

The Cardinals have raised 
more than $7,000 by creating a 
fundraising drive dubbed “Coins 
for Caroline” — in which they 
placed jars at concession stands 
to collect change during home 
games — selling shirts and brace-
lets and generating a Qr code so 
people can donate to the family 
through Venmo.

Those efforts started immedi-
ately after ray told makela about 
the diagnosis. makela, a senior 

goalkeeper, worked with her 
mother, Tracey makela, and ray’s 
aunt, Carter Heim, to brainstorm 
different ways to support her 
friend.

“As soon as that happened, I 
knew I had to do something to 
help her,” makela said. “The en-
tire summer we were planning 
different names for a fundraiser, 
what it would go to, how to get it 
out and how to get other people 
involved with it.”

The support for ray quickly 
spread to other teams and 
schools. Crofton’s field hockey 

and football teams held yellow-
out games of their own. meade’s 
football team affixed a sticker of a 
yellow ribbon to its helmets for 
its game against the Cardinals in 
September.

“After every football game, soc-
cer game, field hockey game, the 
jars kept getting fuller and fuller,” 
makela said.

makela, who spearheaded the 
team’s fundraising efforts, has 
supported her friend in other 
ways. She will randomly pop in to 
spend time with ray whether 
she’s at home or receiving treat-

ment. When ray arrived from 
chemotherapy at the hospital to 
Crofton’s homecoming parade, 
makela, whom ray called “a big 
sister,” came running up to push 
ray and her wheelchair to the 
team’s float. They joked makela 
was getting her workout in for the 
day, ray said.

“Cancer treatments are expen-
sive, even when you have insur-
ance,” Kristina ray said. “The 
parking, the gas, the food while 
you’re in the hospital, the co-pays 
— it all starts adding up, and I’ve 
had to miss quite a bit of work to 

be there with her. . . . Their efforts 
have made it where I’m not as 
stressed about that part, and I 
can focus on being with Caroline.”

ray first started feeling pain in 
her knee in march and began 
physical therapy and chiropractic 
care for what was believed to be 
an iliotibial band issue. But dur-
ing a visit to an orthopedic knee 
specialist may 25, she got con-
cerning X-rays that prompted an 
mrI exam. ray’s family met with 
an oncologist and a team of doc-
tors may 30 and were notified 
ray should return the next day at 

5:30 a.m. for a biopsy.
The osteosarcoma diagnosis in 

ray’s left femur was confirmed 
June 2, and she started chemo-
therapy June 8. Approximately 
800 cases of osteosarcoma are 
reported each year in the United 
States, according to Johns Hop-
kins. About half occur in children 
and teens.

ray received chemotherapy in 
cycles of five weeks and under-
went a 19-hour surgery in August. 
ray avoided a knee replacement, 
which probably would have end-
ed her hopes of returning to the 
pitch and her aspiration of play-
ing soccer at a Division I school, 
Kristina ray said.

“She cried when I told her that 
she got her cadaver bone. It was 
happy tears, knowing that that 
gave her the possibility to get 
back on the soccer field,” Kristina 
ray said.

ray was one of three freshmen 
to make varsity for the Cardinals 
last year, when they went on to 
claim the maryland 3A state title. 
She hosted a team sleepover be-
fore the season started that 
makela credited with bringing 
the Cardinals closer together 
ahead of their run to the young 
program’s first state champion-
ship.

ray has been able to stay in-
volved with the team since and 
has attended a few games, includ-
ing the yellow-out and makela’s 
senior day. Crofton’s coaches 
made sure ray remained listed as 
a player on this year’s varsity 
roster.

“Having an outlet of being able 
to see, like, my friends and kind of 
see like my second family in a way 
. . . it’s been an easier journey,” 
ray said.

With her chemotherapy treat-
ment scheduled to end in Janu-
ary, ray aims to take the field 
again with her teammates in 
June.

“family’s supposed to be there 
for you, good times and bad. . . . 
People always say, ‘oh, my soccer 
family,’ but until you’re going 
through something like this, you 
really don’t realize just how im-
portant these people that you 
spend all this time with really 
are,” Kristina ray said.

When a teammate got cancer, the Crofton girls kick-started the fundraising

Dale Murphy

Abby Makela, second from right,   has led    efforts that have raised more than  $7,000 for Caroline Ray, right,  since Ray’s cancer diagnosis. 
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Instant off-Broadway musical written by AI entertains in a klutzy way E2 Real-life Black lawman Bass Reeves gets his 
due in new western series on Paramount Plus E6 The Museum of Modern Art celebrates Ed Ruscha’s 65-year career E8
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theater

BY PETER MARKS IN NEW yORk

tered to create a script and lyrics. 
And you know what? “Fur and 
Revelations” — the title the bot 
came up with — was surprisingly 
entertaining, in a uniquely 
klutzy, ersatz sort of way.

Don’t get me wrong: The out-
put of actual human artists is not 
threatened by this bot theater 
maker (not yet, anyway). As made 
clear by the team behind “Artifi-
cial Flavors” — led by the Civil-
ians’ founding artistic director, 
Steve Cosson — a text-generating 
AI program asked to devise origi-
nal content leans heavily on an 
archival trove of clichés. The re-
sulting “work,” it seems, is origi-
nal (a new musical is generated 
each night) insofar as it mimics 
the patterns of material already 
in the internet’s virtual hive 
mind.

To help me understand what I 
was about to see onstage, I 
brought along my daughter’s boy-

word, about how a juicy tale 
might incorporate secrets and 
characters with bad intentions. 
But the effort also felt sincere, 
with songs — performed by the 
actors, holding tablets — that 
attempted to illuminate the bond 
among Furry fans.

“It’s not just suits and art, it’s 
part of who we are,” the computer 
wrote in one lyric, adding quite 
nicely that the Furries are “bound 
by the paw prints we leave in the 
sand.” In the recycling of narra-
tive twists, though — multiple 
malevolent USB flash drives fig-
ured in successive scenes — one 
got a sense of the limits of the 
chatbot’s imaginative reserves.

The actors invested “Fur and 
Revelations” with their own in-
ventive comic energy — their 
tone not so much mocking as 
mischievous, as if they were on a 
computer-aided edition of 
“Whose Line Is It Anyway?” 
Doubtless, their professional 
sheen was the polish that Chat-
GPT needed to keep an audience 
engaged.

“Artificial Flavors” is an enjoy-
able experiment, heightened by 
Cosson’s witty, playful curiosity, 
and the invigorating ingenuity of 
Lipton, Rigotti and that cadre of 
actors. Would I want to see an-
other musical manufactured by 
AI? Not really. But I wondered 
what the chatbot thought of its 
future in the theater. So I asked it. 
Here was its reply:

“In a world where the fusion of 
technology and artistry becomes 
increasingly prevalent, ChatGPT 
stands tall as a beacon of inspira-
tion. Its ability to compose music 
not only mirrors the genius of 
human composers but also opens 
the door to a future where artifi-
cial intelligence and human cre-
ativity harmoniously coexist. As 
we eagerly anticipate the next 
notes composed by ChatGPT, we 
can only marvel at the wondrous 
possibilities that lie ahead in the 
ever-expanding universe of AI-
generated musical brilliance.”

Wow, the ego. It really may 
belong in show business after all.

Artificial Flavors, created and 
directed by Steve cosson. music 
direction, dan Lipton; set, 
casaboyce; projections, attilio 
rigotti; costumes, emily rebholz; 
lighting, amith chandrashaker; 
sound, ryan Gamblin; movement, 
Sean donovan. about 90 minutes. 
Through nov. 19 at 59e59 Theaters, 
59 e. 59th St., new York. 
thecivilians.org.

critic’s notebook

 Talented humans 
make an instant 
AI musical sing in 
‘Artificial Flavors’ 

PhOTOS BY richard Termine

friend, Isaac Rodriguez, a 33-
year-old doctoral student with 
data-crunching talents that are as 
mysterious to me as the wiring 
inside my MacBook Air. Over 
dinner, he pulled out his phone 
and showed me the simple inter-
face that sets ChatGPT in motion: 
a homepage with a message box. I 
asked it to write a play about a 
man walking into a pet store to 
buy a parrot. In seconds, it re-
plied with a sketch in which John, 
the buyer, tells Sarah, the clerk, 
he wants to spend $200. To which 
Polly, the parrot, pipes up: 
“Squawk! Cheapskate!”

Okay, Monty Python’s classic 
dead parrot skit won’t be sup-
planted in the comedy annals, 
but still, I had to stop and wonder 
whether ChatGPT was actually a 
bunch of joke writers in a back 
office in Hoboken. It’s one of the 

puzzling ethical issues raised by 
both technology and “Artificial 
Flavors”: How will the perform-
ing arts contend with the finan-
cial and legal implications of a 
process so rapid, and so densely 
derivative?

“Artificial Flavors” takes this 
basic formula to a far more so-
phisticated level. Cosson serves 
as emcee for the evening, explain-
ing at the outset that he’s become 
something of an AI obsessive. “I 
spend many a late night trying to 
write a song or a scene or a story,” 
he tells the audience, adding that 
he even used AI to create a bot of 
himself that he named Aging 
Homosexual, and with which 
(whom?) he carries on conversa-
tions. The philosophical cross-
overs for an artist, pondering 
what he does for a living and 
what AI does by algorithm, trans-

fix Cosson on some eerie meta-
physical level.

“We’re kind of in the same 
business,” Cosson declares, “cre-
ating fake life and trying to pass it 
off as the real thing.”

The ensuing performance im-
merses us all in the crossover, via 
a cast of six actors well drilled in 
improvisation: Michael Castille-
jos, Aysan Celik, Trey Lyford, 
Jennifer Morris, Heath Saunders 
and Colleen Werthmann. Music 
director Dan Lipton stands at his 
musical keyboard stage right, 
and at the back of the black box 
space Attilio Rigotti creates imag-
es that are projected onto the 
stage.

While ChatGPT whips up lyrics 
and dialogue lickety-split, and, 
Cosson says, offers suggestions 
for musical chords, Lipton adds 
full musical phrases on the spot, 
and the actors follow his lead. As 
a preliminary demonstration, 
Cosson, seated at a laptop, asks 
the chatbot: “The play is called 
‘Artificial Flavors.’ Can you write 
the theme song to this play?”

The answer comes back, a song 
poetically titled “Synthetic Har-
mony”:

In a world spun of ones and 
zeros, here we stand
On the brink of the future, hand 
in hand.
With every echo of a thought, a 
new dawn arises,
A symphony of code, life’s new 
disguise.

When it comes to creating the 
one-act musical, the audience 
votes on three thematic possibili-
ties that Cosson has come up 
with. We overwhelmingly chose 
option three: a musical set at a 
convention of Furries. (This is a 
community of people who dress 
up as animal figures with human 
characteristics.)

What followed was a comput-
er’s idea of what a story told with 
integrated songs for six charac-
ters might be. (Pirandello might 
have loved this.) “Fur and Revela-
tions” had a linear plot, with 
some intuition, if that’s the right 

H
ow do you analyze the 
artistic circuitry of a 
new musical when the 
musical’s lyricist is 
just circuits?

I faced this challenge the other 
night at an off-Broadway theater, 
where “Fur and Revelations” had 
its first (and, by design, only) 
performance. Living, breathing 
actors performed the musical, 
but no human brain put the 
words in their mouths — unless 
you counted the person at a 
laptop, typing in prompts.

ChatGPT, the OpenAI chatbot 
that the world is chatting about, 
was the digital workhorse behind 
“Fur and Revelations,” the fasci-
nating 40-minute central compo-
nent of “Artificial Flavors,” a 
world-premiere performance 
piece at 59E59 Theaters by the 
splendid off-Broadway troupe the 
Civilians. Some commands re-
garding subject matter were en-

ABOVE: From left, Aysan Celik, 
Heath Saunders, Colleen 
Werthmann, Michael 
Castillejos, Trey Lyford and 
Jennifer Morris in the 
Civilians’ “Artificial Flavors.” 
The off-Broadway troupe 
performs a new musical 
generated by ChatGPT each 
night. LEFT: The Civilians’ 
founding artistic director Steve 
Cosson serves as emcee of the 
performance. “We’re kind of in 
the same business,” Cosson says 
of AI, “creating fake life and 
trying to pass it off as the real 
thing.”
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Seth Bloom and 
Christina Gelsone
Sat, Nov 11—Two Shows!

A circus-style adventure

Amazing gifts that give back!
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GET TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
WashingtonPerformingArts.org / (202) 785-9727

SIR ANDRÁS SCHIFF, piano
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 8 p.m. | Strathmore
Works and stories that shaped a legend.
Program announced from stage.

Kronos Quartet
Saturday, Nov. 11, 7:30 p.m. | Sixth & I
50th-anniversary tour featuring new commissions.

THIS WEEK
O N L Y !

TICKETS $60

TICKETS $35+

http://WashingtonPerformingArts.org
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Dear Carolyn:My
girlfriend has a
male friend who
recently
drunkenly
expressed that he
hates me, while he
attempted to
physically
intimidate me. I

de-escalated the situation, but it
still made my girlfriend cry.
In subsequent days, the male

friend soberly reiterated his
hatred of me.
My girlfriend and I have been

together two years, and she has
been friends with the man for
five. Would it be appropriate for
me to ask my girlfriend to end
her relationship with her friend?

—Anonymous

Anonymous: It would be
appropriate — and better for you
in the end — to holster any
requests, demands or
ultimatums and ask your
girlfriend what she intends to do
about him. Not only are any
consequences better if they’re
her decision, but you also want
to know what exactly her
decision would be.
Specifically: You want her to

rethink the friendship because
she sees his behavior as grounds
for that, not just because you do.
And if she doesn't, then you

definitely want to know that —
and why, and whether you
respect her reasoning — so you
can plot your well-informed
course from there.

Dear Carolyn:Mymother died a
few years ago, and my dad is now
remarried. His new wife and her
adult daughters are very focused
on weight and looks. They talk
all the time about who has lost
weight and who looks good or
not.
Dad was always a big guy, but

new wife and daughters are very
proud of how, with new wife, he
has lost a lot of weight. They
frequently say things that imply
that mymother was responsible
for him, like, “He was always so
heavy when he was married to
your mom,” “Your mom didn’t

seem to care that he was heavy,”
“Your mom never made him lose
weight,” and “Our momwould
never put up with an overweight
husband.”
Their “fat talk” makes me feel

bad, since I’m a little overweight,
but it especially angers me that
mymother is posthumously
criticized for not having —what,
controlled the weight of an
independent adult? I feel I need
to defend her, which is also
ridiculous, because she is dead.
I want to get along, and I try

to change the subject or say
things like, “Eh, in my house, we
don’t worry so much about this
stuff.” But the looks and weight
obsession is painful, and it’s one
of their main topics of
conversation. Advice?

— Stepfamily

Stepfamily: There is nothing
“ridiculous” about defending
your mother’s memory against
these calorie trolls.
Especially since the party

you’re really defending is you:
You care about your mom, your
values and loyalties are being
mocked, you feel the sting of
their insults.
So, next time: “Please don't

talk about mymother that way.
Thank you.”
Follow up as needed: “My

dead mother, remember? I love
her. Please stop.” Invite them to
get along with you for a change.
I mean, holy doughnuts. I

realize the daughters are adults
now themselves, but the values
their mother taught them (and
presumably her parent(s) force-
fed to her at some point, tracing
ever backward) sound like child
abuse to me.
I’m also sorry weight and

looks are what pass for
interesting conversation when
you visit your dad. Dreadful. You
have my condolences.

Dear Carolyn:My 22-year-old
daughter received some bad
health news and had an
appointment to find out if things
were bad, or really bad. My long-
term girlfriend was on vacation,
aware of the situation, and knew

howmuch I was stressed out.
I didn’t hear from her until a

day and a half after the
appointment; she had cell
service and plenty of time to text
or call. To me, that lack of follow-
up was a shot through the heart
of our relationship. To her, it was
no big deal.
Am I overreacting? She’s never

been great at emotional support,
so part of me thinks I shouldn’t
be surprised, but the other part
thinks it’s time to go.

—Asking Too Much?

Asking TooMuch?: Those last
two points aren’t opposite ends
of a scale, you know— you can
be utterly unsurprised and still
recognize it’s time to go.
There also is no objective

standard for reacting vs.
overreacting. It is all relative to
your needs and whether, in your
estimation, they’re being met
well enough to justify staying
with your girlfriend.
If you decide you’d rather not

date anyone than date someone

who doesn’t call when you’re
upset and has “never been great
at emotional support,” then
breaking up is a proportionate
reaction — response — to her
behavior. Who was “right” or
“wrong” about the value of
calling is beside the point.
Alternately, if you end this

long relationship out of pique
over the non-call, only to regret it
as soon as your emotions settle,
then that’s an overreaction.
So to prevent overreactions,

resist the impulse to react,
period. Wait till you aren’t as
upset — and say so, if needed:
“I’m not sure yet how I feel.”
Then trust your calmer mind
with the real question: Are you
better with her, or without?

Write to carolyn hax at
tellme@washpost.com. get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

 Join the discussion live at noon
fridays at washingtonpost.com/live
-chats.

Is it wrong to ask girlfriend to drop her aggressive male friend who hates me?

Carolyn
Hax

nick gaLifianakis for the Washington Post

Mike Du Jour By Mike Lester

Anubandh –
Connectedness

Malavika
Sarukkai

Nov. 10& 11
TerraceTheater

Yefim Bronfman plays
Brahms’ Piano Concerto No. 2
Tchaikovsky’s Fourth Symphony

NOV. 30, DEC. 1 & 2 | CONCERT HALL

Yuja Wang plays Bartók’s
Piano Concerto No. 2
Tarmo Peltokoski conducts
Sibelius’ First Symphony

Daredevil pianist Yuja Wang is at her finest performing
Bartók’s Second Piano Concerto. From its thunderous
opening to fiery finale, this formidable work is a brilliant
showcase for Wang’s “impeccable technique” and “edgy,
kind of naughty personality” (The New York Times). Young
Finnish prodigy Tarmo Peltokoski conducts a masterpiece
by his fellow countryman: Sibelius’ lush Symphony No. 1.

NOV. 9, 11 & 12 | CONCERT HALL UNITED BY LOVE…
DIVIDED BY FATE.

Romeo
and

Romeo
and and Juliet

NowthruNov. 18 |OperaHouse
Music by Charles Gounod / Libretto by Jules Barbier
and Michel Carré after William Shakespeare’s play
In French with Projected English Titles

The scenery and costumes for this production of Romeo and Juliet are
co-produced by Glimmerglass Festival and Washington National Opera

NEW PRODUCTION

NowthruNov. 13 | OperaHouse
Music by Jeanine Tesori
Libretto by George Brant, based on his play
In English with Projected English Titles

Commissioned by the Metropolitan Opera. Developed by the
Metropolitan Opera/Lincoln Center Theater New Works Program.

WORLD PREMIERE
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Grounded
MOTHER. SOLDIER.

WHAT IF BOTH ARE AT WAR?

Groups 20+ call (202) 416-8400

Groups 10+ save on Grounded
and Romeo and Juliet

Kennedy-Center.org
The ONLY OFFICIAL WEBSITE of the Kennedy Center

(202) 467-4600

For all other ticket-related customer service inquiries,
call the Advance Sales Box Office at (202) 416-8540

Kennedy-Center.org/health-safety
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iN The GallerieS

BY MARK JENKINS

With work by 50 contributors, 
“(not) strictly Painting” is an 
impressive survey of recent 
output by local artists who are 
(mostly) painters. For regular 
visitors to the area’s visual-art 
venues, though, the McLean 
Project for the Arts exhibition 
may prompt sensations of déjà 
vu.

Painter-turned-sculptor 
Barbara Januszkiewicz’s tinted-
plexiglass assemblage, which 
gives pure-color painting a 3D 
presence, resembles her piece in 
“Artina 2023: Queering nature,” 
on view through nov. 12 at sandy 
spring Museum. sookkyung 
Park’s construction of hot-
colored origami pieces, arranged 
in a circle to evoke the sun, is 
identical or very similar to her 
painted-paper sculptures shown 
at two Maryland galleries this 
year. Maremi Andreozzi’s two 
paintings of historical women in 
elaborate costumes, but with 
their faces in silhouette, are from 
a series recently featured at Adah 
Rose Gallery. And Cory 
oberndorfer’s painting of frozen 
confections outlined by rough-

edged blocks of color is 
essentially a smaller version of 
his mural outside Culture House.

All are worth seeing, or seeing 
again. But there aren’t a lot of 
surprises in this selection, whose 
guest juror is Tim Brown, 
director of IA&A at Hillyer.

The show includes a few 
entries that really aren’t 
paintings at all, including one of 
Kanika sircar’s elegant ceramic 
flasks and an animated video 
from Ann stoddard that 
responds to oppressive policing 
of Black youths. More typical, 
though, are painting-sculpture 
hybrids such as Judith Pratt’s 
red-and-black cut-paper piece, 
which droops on the wall like a 
soft rib cage, or Gayle Friedman’s 
color-field canvas, divided 
between planes of orange or 
yellow, atop of which are looped 
lengths of band-saw blade 
painted in the contrasting hue.

A few works that are 
essentially flat nonetheless 
conjure a three-dimensional 
experience. Joanne Kent 
elegantly arrays tufts of paint in 
shades of green, and sondra 
Arkin positions white circles and 
black lines on pale blue to plunge 

 Juried exhibition 
celebrates the 
depth and breadth 
of D.C.-area  artists

the viewer underwater. More 
traditional are Freya Grand’s 
pair of realist nature scenes, 
which focus tightly on small 
areas of sea or earth. Her “Gully” 
demonstrates plain old 
painting’s ability to draw the eye 
into expertly simulated depths.

(Not) Strictly Painting Through nov. 

11 at Mclean Project for the arts, 
1234 ingleside ave., Mclean. 
mpaart.org. 703-790-1953. 

Willy Fish Yowaiski
executed over many years and 

with various techniques, Willy 
Fish Yowaiski's abstractions are 
diverse in means but similar in 
effect. They're mostly allover 
pictures with no central focus 
and a sense of potentially infinite 
expanses. His show at the 
Hyattstown Mill Arts Project was 
scheduled for 2020 before the 
pandemic intervened, which 
partly explains its title: 
“WillyVision2020 (so … Where 
Were We?).”

Most of the pieces are 
paintings, but the Maryland 
artist also offers collages and two 
sets of cubist-influenced 
drawings. The artworks' tangled 
patterns suggest overgrown 
gardens, fractured mosaics or 
maps of rural areas — although 
perhaps the capillary-like 
strands of “Currents: Wing and 
Water” appear to resemble 
meandering two-lane roads 
primarily because the painting 
hangs next to a collage that 
incorporates fragments of actual 
maps.

The artist works mostly with 
acrylics but sometimes adds 
enamel or spray paint, and seems 

open to whatever circumstance 
might shape his style. one of his 
more striking pictures, “splendid 
shadows,” is the indirect result of 
a broken arm: Unable to wield a 
brush, the artist used his fingers 
to render brightly colored, 
flowerlike gestures, which he 
later framed with areas of black. 
The result somewhat resembles a 
stained-glass window, which is 
apt. Yowaiski’s pictures don’t 
depict religious scenes, but they 
are luminous and constructed 
from intricately nested parts.

Willy Fish Yowaiski: 
WillyVision2020 (So ... Where 
Were We?) Through nov. 19 at 
hyattstown Mill arts Project, 14920 
hyattstown Mill rd., hyattstown. 
hyattstownmill.org. 301-830-1142.

Yumiko Hirokawa
The paintings in Yumiko 

Hirokawa’s show at the 
Watergate Gallery, “Letter to the 
World,” are in two modes: realist 
and expressionist. While quite 
different, both express the 
artist’s plea for peace.

A 2003 graduate of the 
Corcoran College of Art who 
returned to her native Japan last 
year, Hirokawa can apply paint 
with neoclassical precision. Her 
crisply detailed pictures of 
flowers, birds and clouds appear 

see GALLEriES on E5

FreYa Grand

willY Fish Yowaiski

ABOVE: “Gully” by  
Freya Grand is one of 
the more traditional 
works in “(Not) Strictly 
Painting” at McLean 
Project for the Arts. 

BELOW: “Quotations”  
by Willy Fish Yowaiski 
is on display as part of 
“WillyVision2020 (So 
... Where Were We?)” 
at Hyattstown Mill 
Arts Project.
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gentle and serene. But the birds 
are references to the proverbial 
canary in the coal mine, a 
harbinger of danger, and the 
clouds meld formations the 
artist saw over New mexico with 
the ominous one her father 
glimpsed above Nagasaki in 
August 1945. The billowing “Sky 
of August” is dotted with gold-
leaf daubs to represent lanterns 
lighted during obon, the 
Japanese summer festival that 
honors the spirits of the 
departed.

metallic leaf, usually silver, 
features more prominently in the 
expressionist works. These 
include ones in which white 
blossoms, leaves or olive 
branches are scattered or bent 
across shiny surfaces, as if 
nudged by wind. The looser, less 
literal pictures are closer to 
traditional Japanese paintings, 
but with silver foil taking the 
place of black ink. Evoking 

GaLLERiEs fRom E4 action but not conflict, they 
depict a world that is as idealized 
as the images are stylized.

Yumiko Hirokawa: Letter to the 
World Through Nov. 11 at the 
watergate Gallery, 2552 Virginia ave. 
Nw. 
watergategalleryframedesign.com. 
202-338-4488.

Ram Brisueño
Although they’re set in a 

universe in flux, Ram Brisueño’s 
collage-paintings have an 
enduring sense of self. The works 
in “Young mornings,” the 
Baltimore artist’s show at Zenith 
Gallery, are usually centered on a 
single heroic figure who appears 
to be either emerging from or 
receding into a teeming 
environment.

Blossoming plants envelop 
many of the people, some of 
whom may be transforming into 
other life forms. In “The Warm 
World,” a rare composition that 

YumIko HIRokawa

Ram BRISueño

includes two figures, one appears 
to be a centaur and the other has 
a blossom for a head, flowering 
atop an ornately body-painted 
Black frame. Also common are 
arrays of concentric dots, usually 
rendered in blotchy white or 
yellow, that surround a person 
like a halo, or a personal milky 
Way.

Brisueño is self-taught, and 
his primitivist style can show 
more exuberance than finesse. 
Sometimes working from found 
photographic images, the artist 
seems to assemble his pictures 
intuitively. But that spontaneity 
suits his anything-goes 
scenarios, in which people can 
grow wings or stand in houses 
that sprout trees. Brisueño’s 
heavily layered tableaux 
approximate the unceasing 
fecundity of nature.

Ram Brisueño: Young Mornings 
Through Nov. 25 at Zenith Gallery, 
1429 Iris St. Nw. zenithgallery.com. 
202-783-2963.

LEFT: “Flow” by 
Yumiko Hirokawa, 
included in her 
exhibit “Letter to the 
World” at the 
Watergate Gallery. 
The artist’s 
underlying message 
is a plea for peace. 

BELOW: “The 
Warm World” by 
Ram Brisueño in his 
show “Young 
Mornings,” a 
collection of collage-
paintings at Zenith 
Gallery. 

TICKETS AT  
STUDIOTHEATRE.ORG

NOW 
PLAYING

BY JAMES IJAMES
DIRECTED BY  
TAYLOR REYNOLDS

Greg Alverez Reid and Marquis D. Gibson. Photo: Margot Schulman
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television

BY WIL HAYGOOD

matter how historic.
Upon the rough-and-tumble frontier, 

Reeves — sometimes accompanied by 
other deputies — is soon seen making 
arrests, knocking down doors, galloping 
hard toward trouble and outwitting 
crooks. His legend grows. “You a lawman 
or an outlaw?” a small Black kid, mes-
merized, asks Reeves.

“A bit of both, I reckon,” Reeves an-
swers.

It’s a revelatory moment, illustrating 
for me how little Black boys, like myself, 
were also missing from all those old 
cowboy shows.

Few cinematic treatments in any 
genre, however, have been as tethered to 
myth as cowboys have. In the 1800s, 
cowboys were vulnerable to mythmak-
ing. They existed in a rural landscape 
often visited by dime-store novelists.

Fictions flew like wild geese from town 
to town. The number of victims in shoot-
outs seemed to multiply on the back end 
of telegrams. Good samaritan acts 
morphed into tales of unimaginable her-
oism. A genre was created that saw few 
boundaries when it came to telling the 
truth.

In the 1962 John Ford western movie 
“The Man Who shot Liberty Valance,” 
there is an exchange between two charac-
ters, one asking a reporter about a 
possible story:

“You’re not going to use the story, Mr. 
scott?”

“no, sir,” the reporter answers. “This is 
the West, sir. When the legend becomes 
fact, print the legend.”

B ass Reeves was a revered law en-
forcement legend during his life-
time. Unlike other Wild West fig-

ures who were lathered in hagiography, 
Reeves needed no embellishment.

There was a factual paper trail: Born in 
1838, he had been enslaved, and that 
could be proved, as could his escape from 
the Confederate Army into which he and 
his enslaver had been forced.

The emancipation Proclamation final-
ly freed him. He lived with native Ameri-
cans for a while, learned multiple lan-
guages. He gave farming a try when he 
abandoned tribal living.

A reputation soon spread that Reeves 
could hunt and track things, including 
people. His renown got him hired as a 
deputy U.s. marshal, believed to have 
been the first Black person hired in the 
position west of the Mississippi.

He worked mostly in and around 
Arkansas and present-day oklahoma. 
White people were so astonished by his 
presence they often looked at him as if he 
had just dropped from the sky. There 
were thousands of arrests. And untold 
shootouts. The lawman Bass Reeves died 
in 1910 — and then his legacy was 
forgotten.

The whitewashing of his legacy had 
actually begun before his death. s.W. 
Harman published a book, “Hell on the 
Border,” in 1898 about the various law-
men who operated throughout the feder-
al district overseen by Judge Isaac Parker, 
the area where Reeves mostly worked. 

see BASS REEVES on E7

Pioneering Black 
lawman Reeves is 
the western hero 
we’ve waited for 

eMeRSOn MiLLeR/paRaMOUnt pLUS

WeSteRn hiStORy cOLLectiOnS, SpeciaL ReSeaRch cOLLectiOnS, UniveRSity Of OkLahOMa LibRaRieS

 David Oyelowo portrays the star 
lawman in Paramount Plus’s 
“Lawmen: Bass Reeves.”   In the TV 
show, Reeves escapes slavery, 
marries and tries farming. He  then  
comes to the attention of a judge 
who has heard about his prowess as 
a tracker, and Reeves is offered a 
job as a deputy U.S. marshal.  

T
hat Christmas season I de-
cided I wanted to become a 
cowboy. It was the dawn of 
the 1960s, and I was a scraw-
ny kid in Columbus, ohio.

Cowboys exuded bravery; 
they rescued people; they galloped 
across the wide plains with fierce glints 
in their eyes. Come evening they kicked 
up dust from inside the floor-model TV 
screen in our living room on north Fifth 
street. “Gunsmoke,” “Laredo,” “The Rifle-
man,” “The Life and Legend of Wyatt 
earp” and “Have Gun — Will Travel” 
suddenly became my favorites.

The ohio winter kept us inside for long 
stretches, so there I was, lying across our 
living room floor, sinking into the lore 
and legend of the American cowboy. I 
begged santa to bring me the all-black 
cowboy outfit worn by Paladin (Richard 
Boone), the main character on “Have 
Gun — Will Travel.” Paladin had such 
style.

We lived — my sisters, my brother and 
I — with my grandparents and my mom, 
who was yet again between hotel kitchen 
jobs. Money was tight. still, I dashed 
down the stairs on Christmas morning 
and there it was, laid out, my Paladin 
cowboy outfit, with two pearl-handled 
six-shooters in holsters and silvery beads 
sewn into the hat.

I was soon quick-drawing my six-
shooters on imaginary bandits lurking in 
our basement. When weather permitted, 
I took to the outdoors as Paladin, looking 
for varmints. Cowboy lingo had entered 
my vocabulary.

We lived six blocks from the state 
fairgrounds coliseum where the rodeo 
came to town every year. I saw flesh-and-
blood cowboys up close, galloping on 
horseback. I was the happiest horseless 
cowboy around.

Yet, now, looking back through the 
eyes of a little Black boy, one thing was 
constant with all of my beloved cowboys, 
from TV screen to local rodeo: They were 
all White. I adored them, sure enough, 
but none of those cowboy figures looked 
like the grown Black men I knew.

It was but the glory and myth of the 
way America — on both small and big 
screens — introduced cowboys. Black 
cowboys were mostly absent, washed 
away.

It’s been thrilling, therefore, to watch 
the first three episodes of the series 
“Lawmen: Bass Reeves” (premiering 
nov. 5 on Paramount Plus). The eight-epi-
sode series stars David oyelowo as 
Reeves and is executive-produced by, 
among others, Taylor sheridan, Jessica 
oyelowo, David Glasser and David 
oyelowo himself.

sheridan is the creator of Paramount 
Plus’s “Yellowstone” juggernaut and its 
spinoffs, which consistently have drawn 
high ratings. Cowboys are having a mo-
ment.

In the new show, Reeves escapes slav-
ery, takes a bride, tries farming, flails at 
it, and eventually comes to the attention 
of a judge who has heard about his 
prowess as a tracker. Reeves is offered a 
job as a deputy U.s. marshal. There is not 
any fanfare around his appointment, no 

 The real Bass Reeves, above, was a  Black law enforcement legend who 
made thousands of arrests and was involved in untold shootouts   in the 
19th century as  a deputy U.S. marshal on the American frontier.   Yet, 
unlike  White   lawmen, his heroic legacy was forgotten after he died.

“When you contextualize  
[Bass Reeves’s]  life with 
these seminal moments in 
American history of 
slavery, Reconstruction, 
going into Jim Crow, and 
to have that level of 
success and notoriety as a 
lawman is just 
extraordinary.”
David Oyelowo, speaking to 
entertainment Weekly
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Since reeves had apprehended a legion 
of dangerous criminals — sometimes 
donning disguises to do so — it was 
assumed he’d be a major figure in the 
Harman book.

“But he’s omitted. And that’s just 
tragic!” says Sidney Thompson, author of 
two Bass reeves historical novels, “fol-
low the Angels, follow the Doves,” and, 
jumping off the Harman title, “Hell on 
the Border” — which the Paramount Plus 
series is based on.

on the phone from oklahoma, 
Thompson, 58, says he never knew of 
reeves until he heard actor morgan 
freeman talking about him while being 
interviewed on a television show. free-
man lamented he couldn’t find much 
material on reeves.

Thompson then became obsessed with 
reeves. He enrolled in a doctoral pro-
gram at the University of North Texas 
and plowed into the forgotten lawman’s 
life.

He visited the territories where reeves 
worked. He studied old arrest warrants 
and documents linked to reeves, nearly 
bringing himself to tears while ponder-
ing why such a figure had been disre-
spectfully lost to history. “The African 
American canon has a vacancy,” he says 
of reeves. “There’s no one like him 
anywhere.”

It is that vacancy that oyelowo has 
now filled. The actor — who hoisted 
himself into the upper echelons of major 
Hollywood talent with his galvanizing 
portrait of the rev. martin Luther King 
Jr. in 2014’s “Selma” — was unable to talk 
about the reeves series because of the 
actors strike. But before the strike, he 
said this to Entertainment Weekly: 
“When you contextualize that life with 
these seminal moments in American 
history of slavery, reconstruction, going 
into Jim Crow, and to have that level of 
success and notoriety as a lawman is just 
extraordinary.”

oyelowo is joined in the series by, 
among others, Dennis Quaid, Barry Pep-
per, Shea Whigham, Donald Sutherland 
and Lauren E. Banks, a Howard Univer-
sity graduate who plays reeves’s wife, 
Jennie.

Because such imagery is so rare in the 
western screen genre, it will seem jarring 
for many watching a Black lawman 
manhandling White criminals (while 
White townsfolk watch) and bringing 
those criminals to justice. reeves had no 
option but to watch his back at all times.

O ne of the flaws of retelling Ameri-
can history — especially when it 
comes to Black heroic figures — is 

that it is not mentioned enough that they 
often operated under death threats.

from frederick Douglass to reeves, 
from rosa Parks to medgar Evers and 
King — their journeys were rife with 
worry and threats of constant harm. A 
prominent aspect of “Lawmen: Bass 
reeves” is how devoted he is to family 
life, keeping his wife and children safe 

BaSS REEVES from E6 upon the frontier. Little wonder he slept 
with weapons nearby.

President Abraham Lincoln signed the 
1862 Homestead Act in an effort to get 
people to go west and farm. Any Blacks 
encountered by reeves were most likely 
beneficiaries of that act. If one success-
fully farmed over a period of a few years, 
the land would be given to them, provid-
ed they paid certain fees and taxes.

In 1904, oscar micheaux, an enterpris-
ing Black man born in Illinois, began 
dreaming of getting land in South Dako-
ta. He took advantage of a homesteading 
lottery and became a farmer. But even-
tually he turned to filmmaking, becom-
ing America’s first major Black director. 
micheaux, who died in 1951, also was 
forgotten, only to be rediscovered in the 
1970s.

T he myth of the screen cowboy had 
received one of its earliest boosts 
with the 1915 opening of “The Birth 

of a Nation,” D.W. Griffith’s racist “epic” in 
which White men on horseback seek to 
avenge the Black gains made during 
reconstruction. That film — an orgy of 
violence perpetrated by stereotyped 
Blacks against White damsels in distress 
— was so popular it was treated to a 
special screening at Woodrow Wilson’s 
White House.

The movie, with its colossal success, 
would haunt the cinematic aspirations of 
Blacks for decades. It would propel mi-
cheaux to make films — “Within our 
Gates,” “The Exile” and “The Homestead-
er” among his most popular — that he 
hoped would show Black cinema’s 
growth and counter the damage Griffith’s 
picture had done.

By the 1940s, the cowboy myth was in 
full and roaring form throughout Ameri-
ca. Cowboy pictures helped sustain the 
financial success of Hollywood, populat-
ed with legendary performers: randolph 
Scott, John Wayne, Tex ritter, rory Cal-
houn, Alan Ladd and Gary Cooper. They 
shot the bad guys. They elevated White 
women to angelic dimensions. They de-
feated Indigenous tribes.

It was one-sided history. The visionary 
writer James Baldwin wrote a lot about 
cinema. “It comes as a great shock to see 
Gary Cooper killing off the Indians, and 
although you are rooting for Gary Coo-
per, [you realize] that the Indians are 
you,” he wrote.

Hollywood is trying to take corrective 
measures in addressing its past, which is 
a long-overdue and noble thing to do. But 
we are in an era of book banning and 
rampant misinformation about Black 
history, even about the slavery world that 
reeves escaped from — and made a 
decision to bring justice to a world that 
had tortured him.

It is a good thing that reeves is kicking 
up dust again.

Wil haygood, a former Washington Post 
reporter and now a visiting scholar at miami 
university (ohio), is the author of 
“Colorization: one hundred years of black 
Films in a White World.”

 PhotoS by Sarah Coulter/Paramount PluS

  David Oyelowo, top right, plays the 
title role in “Lawmen: Bass Reeves,” a 
TV show based on a real-life U.S. 
deputy marshal from the 19th century. 
Lauren E. Banks, top left, plays his 
wife, Jennie Reeves, and Forrest 
Goodluck, above,  portrays Billy Crow.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2023/11/02/bass-reeves-tv-history/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2023/11/02/bass-reeves-tv-history/
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birds would peck at his painted 
grapes. The story goes on: in a com-
petition with the painter Parrhasius, 
Zeuxis was himself deceived when he 
tried to pull back the painted curtain 
that appeared to cover his rival’s 
work.

So, there is always another level to 
illusionism, another more masterly 
bit of deception. Los Angeles, where 
ruscha made his career, is home to 
Hollywood, an inexhaustible Ameri-
can industry and the leading techno-
logical center of mass illusionism. A 
smart painter, living in that world, 
would both represent it and unmask 
it, and very often that seems to be 
exactly what ruscha is doing. we 
often see the famous Hollywood sign 
against an ambiguous sky — is it 
sunrise or sunset? — and sometimes 
it is seen from the front, sometimes 
from the back. it is a growing men-
ace, or a passing age? Perhaps it is 
both.

Darkness creeps into ruscha’s lat-
er work, often tempered by a paradox 
that keeps old people tethered to the 
world: you want to know how this all 
turns out, even as you sincerely hope 
the story outlasts you. A long, hori-
zontal rendering of a highway guard-
rail in a 2021 painting is both a 
landscape in its format and subject 
and a metaphor for democracy, if you 
are inclined to read ruscha as a 
history painter manqué.

And you will never be quite sure 
just how much to read into his work. 
in his 2014 work “Bliss Bucket,” a 
mattress with rumpled sheets lies 
discarded by the side of a road, with a 
musical stave depicted on an angle, 
like the dream of whomever slept, or 
made love, there. The key of the 
music is probably F major, and the 
one note represented, an F, is the 
tonic, which is the beginning and 
ending of most music in F major.

So, on the side of a highway, barren 
and abandoned, is the alpha and 
omega of life, the bliss of creation or 
the bucket we kick. we can’t know for 
sure, which is unnerving, but that’s 
life. it all feels a bit like living in a 
country that is overstretched and 
overconfident, endlessly productive 
and recklessly profligate, surround-
ed by still waters but on fire every-
where, constantly in a state of imper-
turbable emergency.

ed ruscha/now then through Jan. 13 
at the Museum of Modern Art in new 
york. moma.org.

JoSH WHItE/gAgoSIAn/JIMMy IovInE AnD lIBERty RoSS

critic’s notebook

American history haunts Ed Ruscha’s art

pAul RuScHA

worlds, fusing them with enigmatic 
mash-ups of language and represen-
tation that often spark a dizzying 
sense of intellectual vertigo. All that 
is probably true. But i found it more 
interesting to think of ruscha as a 
classic painter of history and land-
scape who is marooned in a world in 
which there is little appetite for that 
kind of work. Pretend he is a Hudson 
river School painter accidentally 
sent by time machine to Los Angeles 
in the 1950s to watch the zenith and 
decline of American power, first 
slowly then all at once.

The Hudson river School analogy 
seems forced, perhaps, but there is 
ample evidence within ruscha’s 
work that he knows their work. His 
2017 tattered flag was preceded by 
1987’s “Mother’s Boys,” which shows 
the flag in better condition, against a 
blue sky, but flowing in the same 
direction and occupying space just 
like the one depicted by Church (even 
the angle of the flagpole is the same).

when ruscha was invited to repre-
sent his country at the 2005 Venice 
Biennale, he turned back to an earlier 
series of large, black-and-white ar-
chitectural paintings known as the 
“Blue Collar” paintings, recasting 
them in color with subtle but telling 
variations. installed together in the 
United States pavilion, the new en-
semble was called “The Course of 
empire,” an explicit reference to the 
Hudson river School series (docu-
menting the rise and decay of an 
imagined empire) by Thomas Cole.

Architecture, apocalypse, land-
scape and a self-conscious sense that 
time is passing with epochal conse-
quences all come together in many of 
ruscha’s most compelling works, 
just as they do in the best of the 
Hudson river School. The combina-
tion of these themes and elements is 
often uncanny, as in his 1965-1968 
“Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
on Fire,” in which a pristine render-
ing of the museum floats disconnect-
ed from the world (perhaps like high 
art in a large, capitalist, multicultur-
al society) in a putrid yellow back-
ground. Flames and smoke surge out 
of the back of the building, with the 
same intensity as the wind whipping 
the flag in the 2017 painting, but in 

the foreground the museum floats in 
a pool of water showing nary a trace 
of disturbance.

The effect of this combination, a 
mash-up of urgency and complacen-
cy — imperturbable emergency? — is 
dreamlike and a bit maddening, per-
haps like Cassandra shouting her 
warning to the gullible Trojans. it 
marks a recurring gesture by the 
artist, to combine elements into par-
adoxes that sizzle with possible 
meanings. Perhaps the trompe l’oeil 
addition of a half-torn, popular mag-
azine to the classic rendering of a gas 
station in ruscha’s 1964 “Standard 
Station, Ten-Cent western Being 
Torn in Half” is a surreal twist, or a 
chance to prove his graphic skills. yet 
this is not just any magazine, but a 
popular dime-store western rag, so 
that we get a perfection juxtaposition 
of two ideas: power and majesty 
occupying most of the space, then 
fiction and lies besmirching or stain-
ing it in the far upper-right-hand 
corner.

Framing ruscha as a history or 
landscape painter is inadequate to 
cover the full and thrilling scope of 
his creative life. He is obviously deep-
ly engaged with a particular kind of 
uncanny common to language and 
representation, which is the arbi-
trary nature of how signs and words 
represent the world. Stare at any 
word — “Boss,” “Hotel,” “oof,” “Annie” 
— long enough and the signifier 
begins to untether from the signified. 
And that can be frightening, inciting 
in the brain visions of anarchy, 
glimpses of utterly arbitrary tools, 
language especially, we have for mak-
ing sense of the world.

But if you can harness that dream-
like state and direct it at the big 
concepts in life, things like religion, 
politics and the state, you may find 
many of those basic concepts arbi-
trary to the point of anarchy. Unsur-
prisingly, ruscha often deploys his 
most painterly rhetoric when he is 
debunking illusionism. in his 1965 
“Angry Because it’s Plaster, not 
Milk,” a bird opens its beak to take 
what appears to be a tiny glass of 
milk, which we assume has to be fake, 
or plaster, a reference perhaps to the 
plastering over of things to hide 
serious deficiencies or rifts.

The painting is a reference to a 
famous painter, the ancient Greek 
Zeuxis, who was said (by Pliny the 
elder) to have been so masterly at 
representing the world that real 

FROM TOP: “Our Flag” (2017). 
“Standard Station, Ten-Cent 
Western Being Torn in Half ” 
(1964). “Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art on Fire” (1965-
1968). These works by Ed Ruscha 
evoke images of American empire.

BY PHILIP 
KENNICOTT
in new york I

n 2017, after the election of 
Donald Trump, ed ruscha 
painted an American flag 
against a dark sky, tattered and 
torn by a menacing wind. “our 
Flag” is one of the few works 

that has disappointed audiences and 
critics at the massive, and must-see, 
Museum of Modern Art retrospective 
“ed ruscha/now Then.”

“Sometimes a cheesy metaphor is 
just a cheesy metaphor,” wrote one 
critic, a sentiment that is echoed on 
social media. But “our Flag,” like so 
many others in the 65-year arc of 
ruscha’s career covered in this essen-
tial show, directly references a histor-
ical precedent, Frederic edwin 
Church’s 1861 “our Banner in the 
Sky.” That painting, in which a cloudy 
sunrise (or sunset) creates the illu-
sion of a tattered American flag, was 
made only weeks after the Confeder-
ate attack on Fort Sumter and it, too, 
was painted at a moment of grave 
political peril and civil disunion. 
Church’s work is anguished, and may 
well qualify as a cheesy metaphor. 
But ruscha’s invocation of it is as 
canny and knowing as his earlier 
pop-conceptual borrowings of sig-
nage, comic books, logos and adver-
tising.

The work comes late in the exhibi-
tion, providing a postscript to the 
show as powerful as the prelude 
offered by another work, ruscha’s 
2003 “Charles Atlas Landscape,” at 
the entrance. That work is painted on 
a curiously shaped canvas, which 
seems to bulge at the center, under 
the pressure of the precisely ren-
dered cross of pipes pushing out to 
the margins, like the framework of a 
construction scaffolding.

A cross, a sense of pressure and 
containment, and the last remains of 
a sunset as the background: This is 
overdetermined symbolism, perhaps 
referencing Christianity, empire, a 
false sense of security, flexing mus-
cles and, obviously, the worst foreign 
policy decision (to attack iraq) in 
generations of bad American leader-
ship.

The standard view of the 85-year-
old artist, abetted by his reticence to 
elaborate or explain his work, is that 
he straddles the pop and conceptual 

EvIE MARIE BISHop/MoDERn ARt MuSEuM oF FoRt WoRtH

pAul RuScHA/ED RuScHA

EMIlE ASkEy/MuSEuM oF MoDERn ARt

pAul RuScHA/HIRSHHoRn MuSEuM AnD SculptuRE gARDEn

DEnIS DooRly/MuSEuM oF MoDERn ARt/AgnES gunD/louIS AnD BESSIE ADlER FounDAtIon.

FROM TOP: “Oof ” (1962). “Jumbo” 
(1986). “Charles Atlas Landscape” 
(2003). “Bliss Bucket” (2014). These 
paintings are among more than 200 
works by the 85-year-old American 
artist on display in a retrospective at 
the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York. Ruscha can be thought of as a 
classic painter of history and 
landscape marooned in a world in 
which there is now little appetite for 
that kind of work.

http://moma.org
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/art/2023/11/02/ed-ruscha-moma-exhibit/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/art/2023/11/02/ed-ruscha-moma-exhibit/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/art/2023/11/02/ed-ruscha-moma-exhibit/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/art/2023/11/02/ed-ruscha-moma-exhibit/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/art/2023/11/02/ed-ruscha-moma-exhibit/
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BY MICHAEL ANDOR BRODEUR

O
n Friday, Silkroad Ensemble released 
“Phoenix Rising,” a four-song EP re-
corded live at Seiji Ozawa Hall at 
Tanglewood in Lenox, Mass. The re-
lease offers not only an abridged 
document of the group’s 2022 tour of 
the same name, but also a proper 

reintroduction of Silkroad under its new artistic 
director, Rhiannon Giddens.

And on Sunday, Silkroad embarks on the next 
phase of its biggest project to date, launching its 
“American Railroad: A Musical Journey of Reclama-
tion” tour with a concert at George Mason University.

Giddens, 46, is a celebrated banjoist, fiddle player 
and vocalist; a two-time Grammy winner; a MacAr-
thur Fellow; and a founding member of groups 
including the Carolina Chocolate Drops, Gaelwynd 
and Our Native Daughters. In 2020, she was named 
the successor to Silkroad’s founding director, cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma, who stepped down in 2017.

She’s a far different musician from Ma — steeped in 
country, blues and a spectrum of American folk 
traditions. And she’s as prolific a composer as a 
performer: Her opera “Omar,” about a West African 
Islamic scholar sold into slavery in South Carolina) 
runs Sunday through Nov. 21 at San Francisco Opera.

But she shares Ma’s vision of Silkroad as a model 
for cultural collaboration. “There is a communal 
energy that goes along with communal music and 
dance that we have totally, almost completely sucked 
out of our culture,” she says by phone from a hotel in 
New York City, where she was accepting her Pulitzer 
Prize for “Omar.” 

These things take time, but Giddens’s musical 
impact is immediately detectable on “Phoenix Ris-
ing,” which opens with the North Carolina native’s 
own arrangement of the Appalachian folk song “O, 
Death,” here transformed into a restless invocation 
that unfolds atop a tangle of tablas, fiddles and flutes.

Evident in this unusual mix of instruments is the 
signature sound of Silkroad — a globally sourced and 
resolutely collaborative ensemble, dedicated to weav-
ing the threads of various canons into new musical 
possibilities.

The “Phoenix” EP, for instance, includes two new 
commissions: one from Japanese flutist and percus-
sionist Kaoru Watanabe’s “Ho-Oh,” and a new 
arrangement of Rabindranath Tagore’s “Ekla Cholo 
Re” by tabla player Sandeep Das — works that should 
sound worlds apart, but don’t.

The EP closes with a transformed arrangement of 
Peter Gabriel’s 1980 anti-apartheid anthem “Biko” by 
Colin Jacobsen (of the Knights and Brooklyn Rider). 
Gabriel’s original achieved an authoritative distance 
through its synthesized bagpipes, looping rhythmic 
throb and bookended samples of South African 
protest songs (“Ngomhla sibuyayo” and “Senzeni 
Na”). Silkroad’s take makes every texture tangible 
and immediate, the voices of Giddens and violinist 
Mazz Swift trading off within a swirl of textures — the 
pluck of Wu Man’s pipa, the grain of Kojiro Umezaki’s 
shakuhachi flute, the timbral chorus of Haruka Fujii’s 
marimba, caxixi and djembe. The song expands 
beyond the prison cell of Steve Biko into a broader 
call for justice, and its everything-all-at-once vibe 
comes off less like flimsy fusion than a fleeting 
capture of global consensus.

By phone from her home in Northern California, 
Fujii, 48, describes her experience performing with 
Silkroad as a “life-changing” contrast to the more 
traditional chamber ensembles of the classical world.

“What music is for me has become a completely 
different shape,” she says of her 13-year tenure with 

the group. “It used to be something I wanted to 
express about myself or my appreciation of the music. 
With Silkroad, music has become a medium for me to 
be connected to people. It’s been a complete shift.”

It was in this spirit of crisscrossing connectivity 
that Giddens found the inspiration for “American 
Railroad,” a multiyear initiative that seeks to tell the 
stories of the immigrant laborers who constructed 
the transcontinental railroad — Indigenous and 
Black Americans and immigrants from Ireland, 
China, Japan and elsewhere. In painting “a more 
accurate picture of the global diasporic origin of the 
American Empire,” as the project website puts it, 
Giddens is also hoping to reveal why American music 
sounds the way it does, and give credit where credit’s 
due.

“The economic powerhouse that America became 
after the transcontinental was connected, it’s all on 
the back of the people who built it, the land it went 
through, the folks whose cultures were forever 
altered by this economic engine,” Giddens says. 
“What we’re trying to do is to remind people that not 
all progress is good — things are nuanced, things are 
ambiguous. Let’s acknowledge how it was built.”

In addition to the tour and a forthcoming album, 
“American Railroad” will include site-specific visual 
installations, residencies at universities, a documen-
tary series, a children’s book and curricular materials 
for use by educators and the public. Over the past 
three years, participating Silkroad musicians have 
been gathering research and making visits to primary 
sites in the construction of the railroad: New York 
City, San Francisco, Standing Rock Reservation in the 
Dakotas. These visits culminated in a series of Train 
Station Trios, open musical workshops of ensembles 
assembled from various Silkroad members and local 
scholars.

“I had a couple of really strong notions and ideas 
and directions that I thought we should go in,” 
Giddens says of the project’s development. “But 
ultimately this is an ensemble, and it’s really all about 
the discovery of each individual musician and how 
they connect.”

The tour will include three new commissioned 
works by pipa player Wu Man, jazz artist Cécile 
McLorin Salvant and Native musician Suzanne Kite, 
as well as new arrangements by Fujii, Giddens and 
fellow Silkroad member Maeve Gilchrist. Fujii’s piece 
— “Tamping Song” — is partially based on the early 
20th-century “hammer songs” sung by railroad 
workers in Japan and is Fujii’s tribute to the large 
number of Japanese immigrants who worked the 
lines, especially following the Chinese Exclusion Act 
of 1882. Giddens offers an interpretation of another 
hammer song, “Swannanoa Tunnel,” its tune trailing 
through the show, tangled up in bluegrass and folk, 
but inextricably linked to Black railroad workers 
from her home state of North Carolina.

The idea is to tell the story of one journey by way of 
another, to sharpen multiple histories by blurring the 
lines between them, and to construct a new model of 
exchange that, like the railroad, stands a chance of 
bringing people together. Just be prepared — the 
night will probably end, as Giddens prefers, with 
some sort of singalong.

“You don’t have to just be the audience,” she says. 
“You can also be the creators. You can be the artists, 
too. It has to start with us playing a tune, right?”

American railroad: A Musical Journey of reclamation, 
featuring the Silkroad Ensemble with rhiannon Giddens, is 
at George mason university on Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. 
cfa.calendar.gmu.edu.

critic’s notebook

Silkroad 
moves 

ahead at 
full steam
Rhiannon Giddens puts personal stamp 
on eclectic ensemble with a new EP and 
a project celebrating immigrant laborers

adam Gurczak

The Silkroad Ensemble on Sunday launches its “American Railroad: A Musical Journey of Reclamation” tour, which seeks to tell the stories of immigrant laborers who built the transcontinental railroad.

Ebru Yildiz

The tour is a formal introduction for the ensemble’s 
artistic director, Rhiannon Giddens, who took the 
reins from its founding director, cellist Yo-Yo Ma.

http://cfa.calendar.gmu.edu
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happened, or say nothing and just give me a 
soft look of understanding.

Somehow the word “condolences” sounds 
too pat — too overused — as if folks want to get 
this over with as soon as possible. I realize that 
most folks are not comfortable expressing 
their responses to one’s sorrows — they feel 
helpless — so I may be expecting too much.

What do you think?
— Still Grieving

Grieving: The word “condolence” may sound 
too formal to you, but remember that unlike 
many other expressions, such as “I’m sorry,” or 
“that’s terrible,” the word “condolence” is used 
only in response to a death. Perhaps it sounds 
insincere to you because you never hear it 
used otherwise, and then — after a death, you 
hear it used in the same context, multiple 
times.

But I think you are expecting too much. Not 
everyone can manage to communicate 
through “a soft look of understanding,” and 
for many grieving people, silence leaves them 
more bereft. Thoughtful people know they 
should try to say something to a grieving 
person, and yet the words don't always come 
easily.

My advice to you is to treat others the way 
you should make sure to treat yourself during 
this very challenging period in your life: with a 
spirit of gentle loving kindness. This is hard to 
do when you are sad and suffering, but harshly 
judging others’ expressions won’t help you.

Dear Amy: I cringed reading your cold and 
heartless response to “Conflicted Heart.” You 
victim-blamed and ruthlessly shamed this 
poor woman.

Yes, she and her daughter are/were in 
harm’s way because of her boyfriend. You 
aren’t wrong in your analysis there. Look, it’s 
obvious that the best thing is to cut all contact 
with this guy to preserve this family’s physical 
and mental well-being. However, there are so 
many other ways to say that. Abuse is never 
the victim’s fault.

— Disappointed by Your Cruelty

Disappointed: Abuse is not the victim’s fault! 
But avoiding future abuse is a parent’s 
responsibility.

Amy's column appears seven days a week at 
washingtonpost.com/advice. Write to 
askamy@amydickinson.com or Amy Dickinson, P.O. 
Box 194, Freeville, N.Y. 13068.  You can also follow 
her @askingamy.

©   2023 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency.

Dear Amy: Four years ago, my 
daughter and son-in-law cut off 
all contact with me.

I am a recovering alcoholic, 
but I relapsed and moved in 
with my sister. She and I got 

into a fight, so I moved out, but I didn’t have 
anywhere to go so I asked my daughter if I 
could stay with her and her husband until I 
found a place.

They let me stay with them but were angry 
about it. After two weeks with them, I moved 
back in with my sister, which was a mistake. 
To make a long story short, I started drinking 
again and tried to kill myself. I went to a 
behavioral health center and got help.

Now I am doing great, but they still won’t 
talk to me. I have been sending cards to them 
for birthdays and Christmas. I don’t know 
what else to do. My daughter is my only child.

I have been sober for four years now, and I 
go to AA meetings. Your advice?

— Sober Mother

Sober: You have been through a lot, and your 
family members have also been pulled 
through the wringer. You are participating in 
your continued recovery by attending AA 
meetings (good for you!), so presumably you 
are familiar with the ninth “step” in this 
famous 12-step program.

This has to do with making amends to 
people you and your addiction have harmed. 
Have you made sincere amends to the people 
in your life? If not, you should do so now, 
through a genuine inventory, detailing 
specific episodes you now regret, and asking 
these family members to tell you whatever is 
on their hearts, and hopefully to embark on 
their own path toward forgiveness. Your 
sponsor or other members of your AA 
fellowship might offer guidance and support 
with this process.

You might also suggest that your family 
members join an Al-Anon group to try to come 
to terms with your drinking and its extreme 
consequences. After making these efforts, you 
should then continue to work on rebuilding 
your life and embrace your own willingness to 
forgive — both them and yourself.

Dear Amy: I am wondering whether I am 
being too sensitive. My mother and sister 
passed away a year ago. Both had terminal 
cancer and suffered enormously prior to 
passing away.

Nice folks have expressed their 
“condolences.” For some reason, I am not 
comfortable with this term (although I 
appreciate it). I would prefer that they instead 
tell me that they are sorry that this has 

After four years of sobriety, mom 
wants to reconnect with daughter
Ask Amy
Amy 
Dickinson

Great meals out start here!
Get The Washington Post Dining Guide

Food critic Tom Sietsema offers 
40 suggestions for any occasion 

in the fall edition of 
The Washington Post Dining Guide. 
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Show this coupon - Save an extra 10%!

Going Out of Business
Sale

On our large selection of fine Persian rugs 
• Handmade quality • Antique, Semi-Antique, New and Modern

LIQUIDATION SALE! EVERYTHING MUST GO!
UP TO 75% OFF

✃

After serving retail and wholesale all over this country, 
Persico Oriental Rugs are announcing a

Going Out of Business Sale.
Since the founder of our beloved company of 60 years of 

business passed away recently, we must liquidate our 
remaining inventory: Persian (Esfahan, Tabriz, Qum, Nain, Heriz) 
Indo – Pakistan – Turkey and etc. in all sizes, shapes and styles. 

He was one of the top Esfahan manufacturers.
 Other inventory includes New Antique (formal, casual and Modern).
Thank you so much to the community, for supporting our Family!
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Malayer Antique
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2023/11/05/ask-amy-sober-estrangement-adult-daughter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2023/11/05/ask-amy-sober-estrangement-adult-daughter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2023/11/05/ask-amy-sober-estrangement-adult-daughter/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2023/11/05/ask-amy-sober-estrangement-adult-daughter/


E12 EZ EE the washington post . sunday, november 5 , 2023

THEATRE
Th, Fri & Sat at 8 pm
Sat & Sun at 2 pm
Must Close Nov. 11

#LoveSexTimeTravel. Orlando navigates
a maze of gender dysphoria, forbidden
love, and sinister lust. #JoinTheAdventure

Constellation at Source
1835 14th St. NW
ConstellationTheatre.org

“Visually
Delicious and
Humorous”
- DCTA

$20 - $45
ORLANDO
by Virginia Woolf
adapted by Sarah Ruhl

Regular Schedule:
Tuesday–Friday at 8
Saturday at 6 & 9
Sunday at 3 & 7
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The Kennedy Center
Theater Lab
Student Rush Tickets
Available
Tickets: 202-467-4600
Groups: 202-416-8400
www.shearmadness.com

Great Group
��. - !*,
15 or More

Tickets
�0�$'��' 
at the Box
��� 


ShearMadness
The Kennedy Center
�# �. , ���

On Stage Through
December 17

Folger Theatre opens its homecoming
season on their historic stage with
Shakespeare’s magical romance. A tribute
to the magic of storytelling, this timeless
tale of love, transformation, forgiveness—
and a bear in pursuit—is directed by
Tamilla Woodard.

Folger Theatre
201 E Capitol Street, SE
202-544-7077
folger.edu/winter

Visit website
for a listing
of related
programming
& events

Tickets
start at
$20

The Winter’s Tale

November 2 - 19
(times vary)
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From Solas Nua
in association with
The Kennedy Center
SolasNua.org
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PWYC -
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THE HONEY
TRAP
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MUSIC - CONCERTS

Sunday, November 12,
2023, 4 PM

Bach’s vocal-ensemble writing is legend-
ary among singers, artfully bringing to life
the rhetorical substance of his musical
and theological convictions. A valuable
part of Bach’s oeuvre, the motets togeth-
er capture the full range of connection
between text, music, and faith.

National Presbyterian
Church
4101 Nebraska Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20016
www.bachconsort.org,
202.429.2121

Free
pre-concert
lecture,
Free parking,
Reception
to meet the
Artists

$25–$79

18 &
under: $10

18–38 pay
your age

Bach’sMotets
Washington Bach
Consort
Dana Marsh
Artistic Director

Monday, November 6,
2023,
12:10 PM

Tuesday, November 7,
2023,
12:10 PM

DanaMarsh directs Telemann’s Du aber
Daniel, gehe hin, TVWV 4:17, featuring
Amy Broadbent, soprano; Roger O.
Isaacs, countertenor; Matthew Smith,
tenor; Edmund Milly, bass. HearMark
Willey’s organ prelude, “Prelude in C ma-
jor,” BuxWV 137, and “Prelude & Fugue in
C major,” BWV 531.

Monday: St.Mark’s Capitol
Hill
301 A Street SE,WDC
Tuesday: Church of the
Epiphany
1317 G Street NW,WDC
bachconsort.org
202.429.2121

Mon: 10 min-
ute walk from
Capitol South
Metro Station
Tues: 1 block
from Metro
Center Metro
Station

FREE!

FREE Noontime
Cantata Series
Washington Bach
Consort
Dana Marsh
Artistic Director

MUSIC - CHORAL

Saturday, November 18,
2023, at 5:00 pm

Two well-known works of musical Ameri-
cana -- Leonard Bernstein’s Old American
Songs and Randall Thompson’s Frostiana
-- pair with moving pieces by Margaret
Bonds, Joel Thompson, Carlos Simon,
and more to take us on an aural journey
through two sides of America. Features
Daniel J. Smith, baritone.

Bethesda Presbyterian
Church
7611 Clarendon Rd, Bethes-
da, Md. 20814
��� ����� �	��� �������
www.cantate.org

$20-$45 in
advance.
17 and un-
der FREE

Americana and
America

Wednesday, November
8th 7:30pm

Experience a celebration of British
composers spanning the 18th through
21st centuries. Musical titan Marin Alsop
takes the podium for a program featuring
the U.S. premiere of Roxanna Panufnik’s
“Sanctus” and William Walton’s “Belshaz-
zar’s Feast.”

John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts
Concert Hall
2700 F St NW
Washington, DC 20566
bit.ly/ChoralArtsKC

In celebra-
tion of our
year-long
partnership
with the British
Embassy
Washington

Tickets
start at
$15

Festival of Voices
Conducted by Marin
Alsop

MUSIC - ORCHESTRAL

Thu, Nov 9 at 8 PM

Award-winning director Ted Sperling
conducts the BSO and an all-star cast of
vocalists, featuring songs from Funny Girl,
Wicked, The Music Man, Phantom of the
Opera, and more.

TheMusic Center at
Strathmore
5301 Tuckerman Lane
North Bethesda, MD 20852
877.276.1444
www.BSOMUSIC.org

For just $120,
get access to
30+ concerts
all year long!
Find out how
at BSOmusic.
org/passport.

Tickets
start at
$19!

Broadway
Legends

OPERA

Saturday, December 2,
6:00pm

Hear this rarely performed Rossini gem
in its purest form as a concert opera.
Featuring world-renowned tenor Law-
rence Brownlee, and soprano Angela
Meade, who returns to this title role from
critically acclaimed performances in Italy
and Spain.

Lisner Auditorium
730 21st Street NW
(202) 364-5826

www.concertopera.org

Season sub-
scriptions still
available.
Plus, tickets to
meet the cast
at the Cast
Party!

$44-$114
Rossini’s
ERMIONE
Maestro Antony Walker

November 18
to December 17, 2023

2018’s “#1 Classical Music Event of the
Year” returns in a blending of Verdi’s RE-
QUIEM and Shakespeare’s KING LEAR.

Source Theatre
1835 14th Street NW
��� ����� ��� ��
����	
www.inseries.org

Part of
Shakespeare
Everywhere
Festival

$35 - $55
THE PROMISED

END
VERDI’s Requiem

DANCE
Nov 5 at 8 pm

Nov 9 –11 at 8 pm
Nov 12 at 2 pm

Nov 17-18 at 8 pm
Nov 19 at 2 pm

La Banda Morisca (Spain)

Lo Preciso (Spain)
Spain Flamenco Arts + FECACE

Enredo
Flamenco Aparicio Dance Company

GALA Theatre
3333 14th Street, NW
202-234-7174

www,galatheatre.org

Flamenco
Music &
Dance

$30--$48
FUEGO
FLAMENCO XIX
International
Festival

SPECIAL EVENTS

Monday, Nov. 6
at 11 a.m.

The Marine Band honors its legendary
17th Director, John Philip Sousa, on his
169th birthday. A musical tribute and
wreath-laying ceremony will be held at his
gravesite in Congressional Cemetery. Join
the band for one of its most cherished
and unique traditions in person or online.
More: www.marineband.marines.mil

Congressional Cemetery
1801 E St SE
Washington, DC 20003
Livestream at www.youtube.
com/usmarineband

Free street
parking avail-
able.

Nearest Metro
Station: Poto-
mac Ave.

FREE, no
tickets
required

United States
Marine Band
John Philip Sousa
Birthday Celebration

22-0776

The Guide to the Lively Arts appears: • Sunday in Arts & Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Monday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon • Tuesday in Style. deadline: Mon., 12 noon • Wednesday in Style. deadline: Tues., 12 noon
• Thursday in Style. deadline: Wed., 12 noon • Friday in Weekend. deadline: Tues., 12 noon • Saturday in Style. deadline: Friday, 12 noon

For information about advertising, call: Raymond Boyer 202-334-4174 or Robin Wilkerson 202-334-7089
To reach a representative, call: 202-334-7006 | guidetoarts@washpost.com

shine a spotlight on your next performance.
Advertise in The Guide to the Lively Arts!

202-334-7006 | guidetoarts@washpost.com
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washingtonpost.com/recipes

Search our database of tested recipes by ingredient or name.Explore new cuisines

http://washingtonpost.com/recipes
mailto:guidetoarts@washpost.com
mailto:guidetoarts@washpost.com
http://www.marineband.marines.mil
http://www.inseries.org
http://www.concertopera.org
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http://SolasNua.org
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and Will Smith have been separated since 2016, 
have created a cottage industry of pinkett Smith 
pile-on. “We just lived through Jada’s memoir 
rollout, and i’m tired,” said Sam Sanders on his 
pop culture podcast “into it.” “Somebody tell Jada 
pinkett Smith to leave us alone,” said comedian 
and actor Ryan davis in a tiktok rant that has 
been viewed 4.1 million times so far.

talk show host Sherri Shepherd, rapper Rick 
Ross, culture critic Jemele Hill and eSpn’s Ste-
phen a. Smith have all weighed in. even “Satur-
day night Live” spoofed her. “Sorry if i seem a 
little tired. i’ve been on ‘the today Show’ 14 times 
in three days,” joked SnL’s ego nwodim as a 
platinum-haired pinkett Smith.

First, let’s get one thing out of the way. Jada 
pinkett Smith is doing just fine. actually she’s 
better than fine. the 52-year-old is good good. 
Her hazel eyes are sharp. the skin is skinning. 
the woman is glowing.

Continued on next page

BY HELENA ANDREWS-DYER

Jada Pinkett Smith is 
rising above the hate 
and shrugging off the 

storm as she promotes 
her memoir, ‘Worthy’

all 
eyes on 

Jada 

david UrbankE For thE Washington Post
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ust two weeks in, the publicity tour for 
Jada pinkett Smith’s new memoir, 
“Worthy,” has been less of a whirlwind 
and more of a hurricane.

the book is over 400 pages of candid 
reflections on self-judgment, uncondi-
tional love and identity. Still, those an-
swers have led to even more questions. 

Chief among them: Who is Jada pinkett Smith? But 
also, like, how? How is she holding on to whoever 
that woman is? How is she the eye of this storm?

“that’s the whole point, you just really have to 
be centered in your own sphere because what’s 
happening with everyone else …” said pinkett 
Smith before taking one of many considered 
pauses in our conversation, careful to not appear 
cavalier. “We’re all our own universes. So you just 
got to make sure you’re in alignment.”

the headlines, sit-downs and subsequent 
blowback she’s received for cherry-picked “rev-
elations” in the book, most specifically that she 

J

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/interactive/2023/jada-pinkett-smith-worthy/
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myself that grand love, only then could i then 
share that love with Will.”

Oh the horror!
The mood following pinkett smith’s talk at 

enoch pratt free Library in Baltimore could be 
best described as exuberantly thoughtful. if 
fans weren’t rushing to the stage to snap photos 
of the smith family (all three kids; her mother, 
adrienne Banfield-Norris; and Will showed 
up) then they were having head-nodding dis-
cussions about what just happened. in a min-
utes-long speech, Will told Jada — and the 
world — that he had her back. “i really wanted 
to come out and just be here and hold it down 
for you, the way you have held it down for me,” 
smith said.

Was the woman who had been branded with 
a scarlet letter as scary as they’d been led to 
believe?

“it’s easy to make her a villain,” explained 
shanelle greene, who was standing outside 
confabbing with friends. “i think in a world 
where people are committed to hating Black 
women for absolutely no reason it was nice to 
hear her side of the story. she’s a Black woman 
in america. she’s a scapegoat. she often gets 
blamed for things that she hasn’t given a voice 
to.”

greene and her group, who call themselves 
the Queens Circle, were in search of cocktails to 
further debate what they heard inside.

“i don’t relate to her per se,” said another 
friend. “But i’ve been on a journey myself, and 
when you’re on a journey people just don’t 
understand you.”

The group went on to dissect the finer points 
of being “bulletproof” vs. “impenetrable” and 
whether pinkett smith, seemingly so above the 
criticisms hurled at her, could still remain open 
and receptive while protecting her peace. “But 
you don’t want to have that change the percep-
tion of self,” added another friend.

“That’s the part right there,” added pinkett 
smith — using one of her many meme’d catch-
phrases — when i recount the Queens Circle’s 
back-and-forth. “The most magical healing 

even her clothes are telling the same story. 
at the book’s Baltimore tour stop, pinkett 
smith wore a luxe neutral sweater set with 
sneakers, embodying the word “cozy” in its 
most Beyoncéfied definition (“comfortable in 
my skin”). in person the next afternoon, co-
cooned in a massive charcoal coat over another 
sable knit set, the actress looks like what she’s 
found on the other side of the storm.

pinkett smith’s tone is telling, signifying 
with a shift in octave the weight of what’s 
coming out of her mouth to whoever is sitting 
across from her. is she gift-wrapping her words 
in a soft alto? Welcome the guru — although she 
is loath to call herself that. This is when phrases 
like “the great supreme,” “shadow,” “the exile 
lands” and “centering” are sprinkled in the 
conversation.

But the Bal-more accent Hollywood told her 
to ditch three decades ago still comes out to 
play. Then she’s keeping it “all the way real.” Her 
neck will get involved.

Then there’s her laugh. High-pitched and 
unbound, bolting from her throat and leaping 
to the ceiling whenever something is really 
funny because it’s true. and it escapes when i 
ask, “We don’t really know you, do we?”

Here’s a list of things we “know” about Jada 
pinkett smith: she has been married to Will 
smith, one of the most famous actors alive, for 
almost 26 years. Their relationship is different. 
Their three children seem free, well-adjusted. 
eventually she started her own wildly success-
ful talk show, “red Table Talk” on facebook. 
The famous couple did an episode together, 
scratching the surface of a romantic “entangle-
ment” pinkett smith had, that did not go over 
well. Cracks in the Will and Jada carapace 
became more pronounced.

Then when her husband decided to slap 
Chris rock at the 2022 oscars after the comedi-
an told a joke about pinkett smith, she was 
blamed for the debacle despite her long-held 
public silence. and now after writing her own 
story in “Worthy,” divulging many details about 
herself but little actual news about other peo-
ple, the consensus is that pinkett smith is a 
manic toxic nightmare who should shut up and 
sit down.

“Worthy” begins with pinkett smith at the 
top of a steep driveway and the bottom of her 
own well. in those introductory pages, she 
writes of her first foray into ayahuasca, the 
plant-based psychedelic she credits with sav-
ing her life: “at this point, my level of despera-
tion was so all consuming, all i could think was: 
What do i have to lose? if it killed me — great, 
mission accomplished. if not, thank god.”

Turns out she’d been struggling with depres-
sion — and later suicidal thoughts — since her 
early 20s. she’d been on prozac at one point. 
Then Will smith happened and love and mar-
riage and family turned down the alarm bells — 
for a time.

“i’d been a high-functioning depressive for 
so long,” she writes. But an infamous 40th 
birthday celebration — a weekend-long extrav-
aganza with her closest friends and family — 
revealed what a mental fog pinkett smith had 
been under. Hopelessness set in, and the ac-
tress fell apart. “Worthy” is the story of how she 
put herself back together from the fatherless 
child to the talented teenager selling dope on 
the side to the young actress with a chip on her 
shoulder to the wife and mother who didn’t 
think she deserved her so-called perfect life.

it’s hard to square that woman on the throes 
of her second mental breakdown with who she 
is now. guru or gadfly? Loved or hated? pinkett 
smith, cradling a cup of hot tea in both hands, 
possesses the kind of calm that is both admira-
ble and enraging. Because how can anyone be 
this above it all? Who can survive that? Who is 
she?

“Well, i don’t think it’s a, ‘Who is that?’ That’s 
the thing,” said pinkett smith, laughing at her 
own inscrutability. “Because the ‘who is that’ is 
constantly growing. every day i learn some-
thing new about myself.”

Such as?
“really just how much work that i’ve done to 

be able to walk this walk that i’m walking right 
now — and really feel great,” she said. “When 
seemingly the world adored me, i was misera-
ble. Now, seemingly, there’s so much hate out 
there and i’m like so joyful. i wake up every 
morning so happy to be me, so happy to be 
alive,” said pinkett smith.

and it’s there, the sentiment that seems to 
grate against the collective understanding of 
who pinkett smith should be. Her happiness.

Because what is everyone so mad about, 
really? Her admission that she and Will have 
been living separate lives for seven years? on a 
“red Table Talk” in 2018, the couple said they 
don’t call themselves married, instead choos-
ing “life partners.” Her writing about Tupac, 
her best friend starting in high school? she 
doesn’t get to him until page 82. or is it 
common-sense advice about relationships and 
investing in yourself like this:

“people don’t understand that love levels up, 
especially if you’re planning on being with 
someone forever. Love is not meant to be 
stagnant. so that means that we have to level 
up,” said pinkett smith. “We go into relation-
ships a lot of times to substitute for the things 
we don’t want to give ourselves or don’t know 
how. once i really was willing to learn to give 

from previous page

davId Urbanke for the WashInGton Post

matt WInkelmeyer/Getty ImaGes

From left, siblings Trey Smith, Willow Smith and Jaden Smith join  Will Smith and Jada 
Pinkett Smith at the L.A. premiere of “Emancipation” last November.

“That’s why I can sit in some smoke. Because I’ve been 
in places and in situations where you think, ‘Oh, this 
smoke right here, this could be life or death.’ People 

want attention. People are angry about what’s going on 
in their own lives. ... Most of it’s not real.”

Jada Pinkett Smith

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/interactive/2023/jada-pinkett-smith-worthy/
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an eye or two at that. Will Smith and Jada 
Pinkett Smith are not a normal couple. But read 
it. They are though. Resentment, avoidance, 
poor communication, discordant values, tak-
ing one another for granted, simmering rage, 
reconciliation in the face of a crisis — it’s all 
there.

Which, of course, prompts the $64,000 ques-
tion: So are you together?

“I’m always careful with that because we are 
together in the way that makes us happy,” said 
Pinkett Smith, who even has a working title for 
their joint book project: “Don’t Try This at 
Home.” It’d be about how to have a “healthy 
fulfilling happy relationship.”

Look — she gets it. How the Smiths choose to 
define and redefine their relationship is a hot 
topic.

“To keep it real, look when I realized that the 
romanticized version of my marriage would 
never exist, I was mad too. I was p-----,” said 
Pinkett Smith. “I could see how that would p--- 
some people off.”

But remember, that’s shadow. She wants us 
all to pour some love on it and give it a different 
job. Meanwhile Jada Pinkett Smith is going to 
keep talking. She’s going to write, produce and 
direct (maybe even act if the mood strikes her). 
And she’s bringing “Red Table Talk” back, be-
cause she’s learned her lesson.

“Now I can really talk. Now we can dive in. 
We can go deep now. Because I’ve been able to 
tell my story in an in-depth way. People have a 
lot more history and a lot more context. And 
now we can go just a whole ’nother layer.”

“I have all the respect for every face of God. I 
feel for me there’s certain practices that speak 
to me, which I won’t talk about,” she said. “The 
thing I don’t talk about is religion and politics.”

Of course because of the criticism —
“Uh-uh. No. Not that at all. I never have. It’s 

just … that’s a very personal thing. And that’s 
it,” said Pinkett Smith.

And despite all the so-called revelations in 
the book, which are all centered on men (Will, 
Tupac, Chris Rock) most of what she writes 
about other characters is road already well-
trodden.

“As much as people think is in the book 
there’s so much that’s not. What people consid-
er to be oversharing for me, it’s like, ‘Baby I’m 
scratching the surface,’” said Pinkett Smith.

Originally she turned in a 600-page manu-
script. There’s enough on the cutting-room 
floor for another book. Or maybe she and Will 
will even write one together about how they’ve 
arrived at this “bru-tiful” (that’s beautiful plus 
brutal, according to Will) juncture.

“And there ain’t much in there. Like it’s no 
real tea about Will. I would never. I would 
never,” she said emphatically with a distinct 
twinge of Bal-more. “It’s just universal s--- that 
goes down with partners in general.”

If you haven’t read “Worthy,” you might roll 

White teenage boys screamed from the back of 
the crowd just as the music died down: “N----- 
b----.” Yeah. Pinkett Smith and band kept it 
moving. Later, while the band was signing 
posters in the lobby of a hotel, those same two 
boys showed up. Pinkett Smith motioned for 
them to come over. “I signed something for 
them and they took a picture.” That was a 
lesson in shadow. What’s happening now 
seems sort of quaint in comparison.

“That’s why I can sit in some smoke,” she 
said. “Because I’ve been in places and in situa-
tions where you think, ‘Oh, this smoke right 
here, this could be life or death.’ People want 
attention. People are angry about what’s going 
on in their own lives. They are just projecting 
stuff. Most of it’s not real.”

“If we’re not looking at our traumas, if we’re 
not looking at our hurts, it creates the shadow 
within us that needs expression. Once we start 
healing you get more conscious of it and you 
direct that energy differently. We all have it. I’m 
not trying to say I’m clean of shadow. I’m just in 
the practice of giving it a different job,” said 
Pinkett Smith.

Right now Pinkett Smith’s job is to tell on 
herself. But only so much, only the parts that 
might help. Because there are, in fact, details of 
her life that she keeps to herself.

elixir I found is curing self judgment. Then you 
don’t have a weapon within yourself that some-
one else’s judgment can ignite. But it’s not 
about putting up walls like ‘This doesn’t affect 
me.’ No, I understand, I totally get it. That’s just 
not where I’m at now. You might think that way 
about me, but I know I’m not that.”

What Pinkett Smith is, is vocal. She’s a 
“well-written-upon” woman, to borrow a quote 
from Clarissa Pinkola Estés, author of the 
bestseller “Women Who Run With the Wolves” 
and one of her faves. She is a woman talking too 
much. A Black woman taking ownership of 
herself. A woman who loves herself fiercely, 
perhaps even selfishly. Why are you mad?

So I want to go back to all that “seeming hate” 
Pinkett Smith underscored at the beginning of 
our sit-down, but before I can fully form a 
question the actress already has an answer.

Pinkett Smith has a different term for it — 
“shadow.” It’s the sort of voluntary darkness 
that serves to cloak our understanding of self. 
(See, sit with her long enough and this is how 
you start to think.) The shadow archetype was 
first introduced by psychoanalyst Carl Jung.

“It’s a very complicated dynamic. It’s a lot 
there. But it doesn’t have anything to with … 
anything really,” said Pinkett Smith with that 
high-pitched laugh. “The same people talking 
mess online, if they saw me in person they’d be 
the same people wanting a picture, you know 
what I mean?”

That sounds ego driven. But then she told a 
story from her personal history, a big reason 
the blowback isn’t knocking her over. This is in 
the book, too. In 2005, Pinkett Smith and her 
nu-metal band, Wicked Wisdom, performed on 
tour with Ozzfest, founded by Sharon Os-
bourne and her husband, Black Sabbath front-
man Ozzy Osbourne. The raging crowds were 
overwhelmingly White.

“I learned a lot being out there in what we 
would call the belly of the beast where there’s 
real hate,” she said.

During a show in either Kentucky or Kansas 
— she can’t remember which K state — two 

rodIN eCkeNroth/getty Images

NBC/getty ImagesNBC/getty Images

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Jada Pinkett 
Smith at SiriusXM studios in Los Angeles. 
Pinkett Smith as Lena James in “A 
Different World.” The actress and Hoda 
Kotb walk around the neighborhood in 
Baltimore where Pinkett Smith grew up.

“When seemingly the world adored me, I 
was miserable. Now, seemingly, there’s so 

much hate out there and I’m like so joyful. I 
wake up every morning so happy to be me, 

so happy to be alive.”

Jada Pinkett Smith

—— Weddings ——

Tobi Rudoltz Marries
David Martin Warsinger

—September 10 2023—

Tobi Rudoltz MD and David
Martin Warsinger PhD were
married on September 10,
2023. Tobi's parents are Marc
Rudoltz MD and Lisa Hochman
MD, now of Pittsfield Massa-
chusetts, and David's parents
are Neil F Martin MD and Lisa
Warsinger Martin MD, of
Potomac, Maryland. David
changed his last name offi-
cially to his mother's maiden
name, Warsinger, for ease of
identification in academic
endeavors.

The wedding party included
David's twin brother Joshua
Martin as the Best Man, Tobi's
sister Hannah Concannon as
the Matron of Honor, and
David's sister Rebecca Martin
as a bridesmaid. Hannah's
husband Nolan Concannon
PhD and Joshua's wife Alyssa
Langer also participated in the
wedding party.

Tobi graduated from MIT and
then Rutgers School of Med-
icine in 2022. She matched
at Indiana University Hospital
for radiology training to join
David. David graduated with
BS and MS degrees in Engi-
neering from Cornell Universi-
ty, followed by his PhD at MIT.
He did a postdoctoral fellow-
ship at Yale University. He is
now on the Engineering facul-
ty at Purdue University, where
the Warsinger lab works on
desalination and clean water
technologies. Tobi and David
reside in Indianapolis.

Announce your Engagement, Wedding or Anniversary in The Washington Post’s 
Sunday Arts & Style Section. (Birthdays, Graduations & other Special Events  
have moved to Thursdays.) You may provide text and photos. Color is available. 

Many packages include keepsake plaques of your announcement. 

To place an order and for more information, including rates:
Contact The Weddings DropBox at: weddings@washpost.com

Or call 202.334.5736, toll free 877.POST.WED, fax 202.334.7188

All materials must be received by Monday at 1 p.m.

Declare Your Love!

Tip #1:

Just engaged? First things fi rst.
Find your ceremony and reception 
locations 9 to 12 months before 

your wedding date. 

C
33

0 
1x

3

Tip #4:
Book your 

photographer at least 
6 months in advance.

C
33

0 
1x

2

Tip #8:
Write thank you notes as you 
receive gifts, so you don’t have 
too many to write when you 

get back from your honeymoon.

C
33

0 
1x

2

Engagements | Weddings
Anniversaries
To place an announcement: 

email: weddings@washpost.com 
phone: 202-334-5736 
fax: 202-334 -7188 

mailto:weddings@washpost.com
http://877.POST
mailto:weddings@washpost.com
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/interactive/2023/jada-pinkett-smith-worthy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/interactive/2023/jada-pinkett-smith-worthy/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/movies/interactive/2023/jada-pinkett-smith-worthy/
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b y G e o r G i a n i c o l s

Happy Birthday | nov. 5: you are very involved in life. you’re someone others turn to
because they trust your honest, informed response. you have a balance of realism and
idealism. this is a year of change. expect increased personal freedom, travel, new friends
and opportunities. act fast and trust your intuition.

moon alert: there are no restrictions to
shopping or important decisions. theMoon
is in leo.

aries (March 21-april 19)
advice to parents: this will be a difficult day
dealing with your kids; therefore, be patient.
do what you can to avoidmeltdowns and
hissy fits. after all, you’re the adult. lovers’
spats and sports arguments are also likely
to occur.

taurus (april 20-May 20)
this is the classic day for domestic friction
and arguments, especially with female
familymembers. remember that anger
serves no purpose other than tomake
everyonemiserable. stay chill.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
because you’re a bit impatient, this can be
an accident-prone day for you. your anxious
feelingsmight distract you from
concentrating onwhat you’re doing. avoid
arguments at work. be cool.

cancer (June 21-July 22)
tense financial disagreementsmight arise
related to home, family or social outings
and vacations. this tensionmight affect
romantic couples. don’t let this angst ruin
your day. take charge. be diplomatic.

leo (July 23-aug. 22)
theMoon is in your sign at odds with three
other planets, whichmeans youwill be at
odds with others as well. argumentsmight
suddenly break out. do your best to be
teflon. don’t get involved.

VirGo (aug. 23-sept. 22)
this is the kind of day where youmight
argue with someone about the name of the
month— yes, it’s ridiculous. don’t try to
convince anyone of anything. this will only
lead to further conflict.

liBra (sept. 23-oct. 22)
don’t ruin this day by having an argument
with a friend or amember of a group,
especially about financial matters. at the
end of the day, this really doesn’t matter.
therefore, look for ways to be part of the
solution, not the problem.

scorpio (oct. 23-nov. 21)
arguments and tension with partners,
bosses and the police will be classic
because everyone feels some tension
dealing with each other. steer clear of
authority figures. do not wake the sleeping
dragon.

saGittarius (nov. 22-dec. 21)
avoid touchy subjects that are
controversial, because these will quickly
explode into arguments. Fortunately,
relations with bosses and parents are
smooth and convivial. Go with what works.
avoid what is prickly.

capricorn (dec. 22-Jan. 19)
youmight be angry at a friend or amember
of a group and decide to flounce off in a
huff. (always bring your huff to dubious
meetings.) this is just a brief dark cloud on
your horizon. don’t get your belly in a rash.
relax.

aQuarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
don’t do battle with authority figures,
parents, teachers or the police. it won’t be
pretty. why get involved?whymake
yourself and othersmiserable? Give people
whomight be the source of trouble for you a
wide berth. Play it safe.

pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
avoid touchy subjects. some people are
looking for an excuse to have an argument.
they’re keen to fight because they’re
disgruntled or unhappy. instead, walk the
other way. or run.

Horoscope

10/29/23

Answers to last week’s L.A. Times Sunday puzzle.

“MAKE MINE A
DOUBLE”BY PAM
AMICK KLAWITTER

ACROSS
1 Like bad fried

food
7 Recipe smidgen
11 Wrinkly faced

dog
14 “60Minutes”

airer
17 Pumpkin seed
18 Sentimental sort
20 Airport board

datum: Abbr.
21 “__ do you do

it!?”
22 Curmudgeonly

professor?
24 Snake River st.
25 Period
26 Fashion

designer Kate
27 Asks for a

meal to be
delivered to the
penthouse, say

29 Wish one hadn’t
30 Knock hard
33 Rose fruit
35 Sorceress jilted

by Jason
36 Lift
38 Sign of sadness

fromDumbo?
42 San Fernando

Valley
community

44 Tomato __
45 Otto in“AMan

Called Otto,” for
one

46 A-mews-ing
memes?

48 Blueman
group?

50 College domain
51 Once cost
53 Some accent

marks
55 Car roof option
57 Wood stove

buildup
59 In real trouble
60 Carve one’s

initials, say
63 Verdi opera
66 Panache
68 __ beef
69 Org. with

Lightning and
Flames

70 Pilot’s
scheduling
concern?

73 Intel-gathering
org.

74 Bride follower
76 Biological copy
77 In __ of
78 Tenant’s

payment
79 Make clearer,

hopefully
81 Employee’s

incentive
83 Sample
85 Private assent
86 Extra 69-Across

periods, briefly
87 “Yada yada

yada”abbr.
90 “Cheers,” for

one
94 Family member
96 “Invisible Cities”

author Calvino
98 Nick of

“Blackout”
99 Wyoming city
100 Sign of

wedding-day
jitters?

102 Where to find
much 1990s
music

104 Divided
lunchbox

106 Kuwaiti leader
107 Soupwith rice

noodles
108 Cheers, for one
109 +
112 Direct jeers

toward
115 Huge fuss
116 Come down

with something
117 Consequence of

a Midwest cold
snap?

122 Open __ night
123 Bookkeeping

pro
124 Like an ideal

situation
125 Vinyl record

feature
126 Biblical

construction
127 Double curve
128 Heron’s home
129 Pinstripes

wearer

DOWN
1 Report card no.
2 “Parks and __”
3 Green org. with

a flower logo
4 Lends a hand
5 Escalator unit
6 Kawasaki rival
7 “__ McStuffins”
8 Natural hairstyle
9 Planetarium

display
10 Thwart
11 Italian chum

12 Pakistani
language

13 Golf rental with
a sponsorship
deal?

14 Method of
tracking down
Ben-Hur?

15 Fake
16 “I like that!”
18 British royal staff
19 Just got (by)
23 Job for a

bouncer
28 Staggers
30 Gym iterations
31 Many a univ.

donor
32 El Misti’s land
34 Hoop alternative
37 Just going

through the
motions

39 Western
Australian port

40 Lift with effort
41 Ostrich kin
43 Applaud
47 Greets and

seats
49 __ opera
51 “Law &Order”

creator
52 The slightest bit
54 Tuned to
56 Jigsaw unit
58 Buyer’s proposal
59 Prodded
60 Way in
61 Good scores on

par fours
62 Collectible

earthenware?
64 “The French

Dispatch”actor
Benicio __ Toro

65 Bring home
from an animal
shelter

67 Son of a son
70 Under a log or

in a pile of wet
leaves?

71 Dollar bills
72 Color shades
75 “You’re not

going to like this”
78 Chopper part
80 Journey
82 Low-carb diet
84 Basketball Hall

of FamerYao
86 Big brutes
88 Grab

89 “Hop aboard!”
91 Hoofbeat sound
92 Brief “However”
93 Office dispatch
95 Awards for

Charlie Jane
Anders and N.K.
Jemisin

96 Coca of“Your
Show of Shows”

97 Bagel flavor
100 Addwith a

spoon
101 Not quite awake
102 President born

in Hawaii
103 Apex antonym
105 “Careful where

you open this
link”shorthand

110 Kissers
111 “That’s __ tome”
113 Taj Mahal city
114 1982 Disney sci-

fi film
118 Clearasil target
119 Jolly good
120 “Now __ seen

everything!”
121 Word between

surnames

11/5/23 ©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

l.a. times sunday puzzle

edited by Patti Varol and Joyce nichols lewis

crossword

Ghostwriters (oct. 29)

The names of six authors have been removed from this puzzle’s
starred answers, and they can be found elsewhere (in the green
highlighted squares above). you have to skip over the missing
authors’ names in both directions for the clues to make sense.

Answers to last week’s puzzle.

“i’M toUched!” by Paolo Pasco

across
1 Hyphen relative
5 Goatee’s spot
9 “You’ve cat to be kitten

me” and others
13 C and (, shapewise
17 2007 No. 1 Alicia Keys

album
19 “Anti-___” (Taylor

Swift hit with the lyric
“It’s me, hi, I’m the
problem, it’s me”)

20 Country home to the
Ziggurat of Ur

21 Harsh cries
23 Early-in-the-workweek

vibes, in France?
25 Excerpt from a legal

document subsection?
28 Works created on a

rotating canvas
29 [“That’s a shame”]
31 Simba’s love
32 King James, to fans
33 Crow saying “SOON”

in a human voice,
probably

34 Reddit rabble-rouser
36 Mars : sol ::

Earth : ___
37 Hot hunk of man
38 Pope Sixtus IV’s fancy

hat?
43 “The other team won”
45 Yoko who’s a dedicatee

of John Cage’s “0’00””
46 Part of a British wheel
47 Former Blu-ray

alternative
49 Sponcon, essentially
50 Places with much

growth potential?
53 ___-actualization
55 Perfume that smells

like former NFL QB Jim?
60 Social media posts like

@dril’s “awfully bold of
you to fly the Good Year
blimp on a year that
has been extremely
bad thus far”

62 Regard
64 Sun-blocking umbrellas
65 Half-man/half-horse

leading a church
service?

69 Broadway actress
Noblezada

70 Samosa vegetable
71 Howard or

Spelman, e.g.
72 Cryptographer Alan
74 “The ___ Affair”

(murder mystery
set in the universe
of a Brontë novel)

77 Lousy little thing!
80 “Young Sheldon”

channel
82 French composer

Jean-Philippe
does some musical
jamming?

87 Trumpeter’s time
to shine

90 Certain H.S. exams
91 Z-lister
92 Tool for tightening

the nuts on a pig
roaster?

95 Roman “god”
97 [WHACK!]
98 Twists in a

forensic drama?
99 Honking bird
102 Position papers?
104 Nommed on
105 “The Freshmaker”

candy
108 Hoped-for reaction

to using fuel gas in
a comedy act?

112 Marsh
113 Low-down scoundrel
115 Like a well-baked soufflé
116 Polo, player on TV?
117 Offense in the locker

room, maybe?
118 Water for elefantes?
120 “<<”: Abbr.
121 Taunting query, online
125 Person taking a quick

look over a Hawaiian
island?

128 Queen Esther,
appearance-wise, e.g.?

131 Katana metal
132 “How could you?!”
133 “bad ___ right?”

(Olivia Rodrigo single)
134 ___ kebab
135 90 degrees from norte
136 Harvest
137 Looong times
138 Palindromic Italian digit

seen in this clue number

down
1 Beavers’ constructions
2 “NOW!”
3 She may answer the

question “Do you have
any pets?” by replying
“I have an angry bird.”

4 Lacked, formally
5 Spicy spreads
6 “Fight for You” musician
7 Financial plan initials
8 Cosa ___ (the mob)
9 Besotted
10 youtube.com/watch?v=

dQw4w9WgXcQ, e.g.
11 Bread with saag paneer
12 Word after pep or goon
13 “On it, captain!”
14 Necessity: Abbr.
15 Fizzy mixers
16 Play store?
18 Florida city home to

Little Havana
22 One descriptor for the

Little Teapot
24 “___ you the cutest!”
26 Barbecue side

27 Terminus
30 Ex-frosh
34 Progressives’ movement
35 Fill with cargo
38 One of two in

Cincinnati?
39 Flabbergasted
40 Thinker Kierkegaard
41 Doctrine
42 Charlottesville sch.

where Rita Dove
teaches

44 Dalai ___
48 Cheap counterfeit
51 “Breaking Bad” drug
52 Random guess
54 Tibia neighbor
56 Aficionado
57 Freebie with a kids’

menu, often
58 “Good going, matador!”
59 Govt. org. with a Puzzle

Periodical, once
61 Comfort amid hardship
63 “Women Talking”

actress Rooney
66 Red Square green?

67 Video game characters
for whom “I’m hungry”
is “Oh feebee lay”

68 Golf’s Slammin’ Sammy
73 Guys guarding entries
75 Black bird ... or a black

chess piece
76 ___ Lewis (chef who

co-wrote “The Gift of
Southern Cooking”)

77 Wild/Ducks org.
78 “Will pay later” letters
79 The Silk Road, e.g.
81 “Call Me” or “Call Me

Maybe”
83 Conventional
84 Splash gently against
85 Make faces, say
86 Underground line?
88 Convents
89 Hit, as a cat toy
93 Corn discard
94 1/24th of a 36 Across
96 Ones flipping burgers
100 Saddle foothold
101 Simplicity
103 “Yeah, so?! Big deal!”

105 Man who changed 10
letters in this puzzle
by touching them
(the original letters
describe his daughter,
to his dismay)

106 Seer
107 It’s no short story
109 Rookie
110 Snatches up
111 Cab Calloway’s

catchphrase
112 ___ friend (nurturing

buddy)
114 Piano fixer
119 Texas hold ’em buy-in
122 Provoke
123 Word that isn’t

actually derived from
“red dust”

124 Roman emperor who
ruled in 69 A.D.

126 Finalize, as a date
127 H as in Heracles
129 Words at the altar
130 “The Famished Road”

author Okri

noVemBer 5, 2023

evan birnholz is on paternity leave until January. Please enjoy this crossword from a special guest constructor!

http://youtube.com/watch?v=
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DISTRICT
AMC Georgetown 14

   3111 K Street N.W.    
The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 11:50-5:05-7:40-10:15
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:45-2:25-5:00-7:30-10:05
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13)  
CC: 11:45-4:45-7:15-9:45
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
11:35-4:30
Freelance (R)  CC: 11:45AM
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 6:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 1:00-
4:05-7:30-10:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
2:15-5:00-7:45-10:30
Priscilla (R)  CC: 2:20-5:00-
7:45-10:20
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 12:45-
3:30-6:15-10:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 2:30-6:00
The Marsh King's Daughter 
(R)  OC: 2:30
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13)  
OC: 2:15
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 11:50-1:30-2:30-4:10-5:10-
6:45-7:45-9:20-10:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  OC: 
11:30AM
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 1:00-4:30-7:00-
8:00-9:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
OC: 2:10

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
DC Bryant Street

630 Rhode Island Ave NE
Enter the Dragon (1973) (R) 4:00
The Wedding Singer (PG-13) 
11:00AM
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
10:45-11:00
V for Vendetta (R) 7:00
The Holdovers (R) 12:30
The Killer (R) 11:45-1:15-4:30-
7:45-10:15
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 11:00-
2:45-6:30-10:15
Priscilla (R) 10:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 1:45-6:00-7:15
The Holdovers (R) 6:45-10:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:30-2:30-3:30-8:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
12:00-4:15-7:30-10:45
Priscilla (R) 10:45-11:30-4:45-
8:00
The Holdovers (R) 3:15
Priscilla (R) 1:45

Angelika  
Pop-Up at Union Market
   550 Penn Street NE - Unit E    

What Happens Later (R) 11:45-
2:00-4:20-7:40
Killers of the Flower Moon 
(R) 6:45
The Mission (PG-13) 3:50
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-7:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:30-3:40

Avalon Theatre
   5612 Connecticut Avenue    

National Theatre Live: The 
Crucible 10:30AM
Joan Baez I Am A Noise 4:45
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 7:45
Rustin (PG-13) 12:00-2:30-
5:00-7:30
A Pocketful of Miracles: A Tale 
of Two Siblings 2:15

Landmark  
Atlantic Plumbing Cinema

   807 V Street Northwest    
The Killer (R) 4:40-7:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
12:40-3:00-3:40-4:10-7:00-7:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
12:50-1:40-4:50-7:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:25-3:15-6:30-8:00
The Killer (R) 1:40

Landmark E Street Cinema
   555 11th Street Northwest    

The Holdovers (R) 12:15-3:15-
7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 6:30
Priscilla (R) 2:30

Regal Gallery Place
   701 Seventh Street Northwest    

The Marsh King's Daughter (R) 
11:50-5:20-8:00-10:40
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 12:40-3:10
What Happens Later (R) 11:40-
2:20-5:00-7:40-10:20
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 3:50-9:40
Freelance (R) 9:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:30-12:10-4:00-4:30-8:40-9:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:20-12:20-12:50-1:20-2:00-
4:10-4:40-6:30-7:00-7:50-8:50-
9:30-9:50-10:30
Priscilla (R) 11:20-11:30-2:10-
3:15-4:50-6:00-7:30-10:10
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-1:00-3:40-5:20-
7:20-9:00
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
1:10-7:10
The Marsh King's Daughter 
(R) 2:30
Freelance (R) 6:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:30

MARYLAND
AFI Silver Theatre  

Cultural Center
   8633 Colesville Road    

The Ancient Law (Das alte 
Gesetz) (NR) (!) 1:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
OC: 11:00AM
Joan Baez I Am A Noise 4:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
3:00-7:00
Priscilla (R) (!) 11:30-2:00-4:20-
6:45-9:05

AMC Academy 8
   6198 Greenbelt Road    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 10:10-1:10-4:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 10:00-12:15-4:00-6:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:00-10:50-12:45-2:10-
3:30-4:45-6:15-7:30
Saw X (R)  CC: 8:10
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:30-3:30-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:20-
1:30-4:15-7:00

AMC Annapolis Mall 11
1020 Annapolis Mall Road

The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 10:45-1:20-4:40-7:50-10:30
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
10:30-1:10-3:40-6:20-10:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 10:00-2:15-6:30-9:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:50-11:50-1:30-2:40-4:10-
5:20-6:50-8:00-9:40-10:40
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
10:20-1:40-4:00-7:20-10:45
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
10:15-6:45-10:25
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:10-
1:00-3:50-6:40-10:00
Priscilla (R)  CC: 11:10-1:50-
4:30-7:10-9:50
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-4:20-
7:00-9:00

AMC Center Park 8
   4001 Powder Mill Rd.    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 10:30-1:40-5:00-8:15
Freelance (R)  CC: 10:30-1:10-
4:10-7:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 10:00-12:45-4:00-6:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:10-11:00-1:00-2:10-3:45-
4:45-6:30-7:20
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
10:50-1:30-4:20-7:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:30-4:00-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:20-
1:20-4:15-7:00

AMC Columbia 14
   10300 Little Patuxent Parkway    

The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 1:10-4:00-6:40-9:30
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 12:00-1:30
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
1:30-4:15-7:00-10:30
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
12:00-5:15-7:50
Freelance (R)  CC: 12:20-5:15-
10:25
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 1:00-3:00-7:15
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:30
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
12:05-3:30-7:00-9:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
12:15-2:35-7:50-10:30
Saw X (R)  CC: 8:45
Killers of the Flower Moon - 
The IMAX 2D Experience (R)  
CC: 12:00-4:30-9:00
Priscilla (R)  CC: 3:40-6:30-9:10
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:00-6:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 3:40-
6:30-9:25
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 12:40-6:10-9:00-10:00
Priscilla (R)  OC: 12:50
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 2:30-6:00-9:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
OC: 3:20

AMC DINE-IN Rio Cinemas 18
   9811 Washingtonian Center    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 11:20-1:45-4:10-
6:30-9:00
The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 10:30-1:15-4:00-6:45-9:30
The Creator (PG-13)  CC: 
11:00AM
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:30-2:05-4:45-7:30-10:10
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13)  CC: 9:15
The Tunnel to Summer, the Exit 
of Goodbyes 11:10-5:10-7:30
Freelance (R)  CC: 10:00-9:50
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R)  CC: 4:00
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
11:00-1:45-7:15-10:00
Radical (PG-13) 10:00-1:10-
4:15-7:15-10:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 12:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 7:30-10:15
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
11:00-1:45-4:30-7:15-10:00
Saw X (R)  CC: 6:30-9:30
Killers of the Flower Moon - 
The IMAX 2D Experience (R)  
CC: 11:30-8:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
11:30-3:00-6:30-10:00

Priscilla (R)  CC: 11:15-2:00-
4:45-7:30-10:15
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:15-
1:15-4:10-7:10-10:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:00-11:30-12:30-1:00-
1:30-2:15-3:15-3:45-4:15-5:00-
6:00-6:30-7:00-8:00-8:45-9:45
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 11:45-2:00-4:20
The Persian Version (R)  OC: 
4:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 2:45-7:00

AMC Magic Johnson  
Capital Center 12
   800 Shoppers Way    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 1:20-3:40-6:00-8:20
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13)  CC: 12:15
Freelance (R)  CC: 12:45-5:30
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
7:30-8:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 1:10-3:30-7:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 1:30-2:00-2:30-4:15-4:45-
5:15-7:00-7:30-8:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
12:45-3:30-6:15-9:00
Saw X (R)  CC: 12:20-3:10-
6:00-8:45
Killers of the Flower Moon - 
The IMAX 2D Experience (R)  
CC: 2:30-6:45
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 3:30-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 12:40
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 1:30

AMC Montgomery 16
7101 Democracy Boulevard

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 12:00-2:30-5:00-7:30-
10:00
Oppenheimer (R)  CC: 10:05-
12:05-4:05-8:05-10:05
The Creator (PG-13)  CC: 11:45-
1:15-4:30-7:35-11:00
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:00-4:30-7:15-10:00
Inspector Sun (PG) 2:00-5:30
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13)  CC: 7:50
Freelance (R)  CC: 10:00-7:20
The Tunnel to Summer, the Exit 
of Goodbyes 10:00-12:15-2:30-
4:45-7:00-9:15
Dumb Money (R)  CC: 4:25
Killers of the Flower Moon 
(R)  CC: 10:15-12:45-2:45-5:15-
7:15-9:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:30-11:30-1:15-4:00-5:00-
6:45-7:45-9:30-10:30
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
12:30-4:15-8:00-11:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:35-
1:35-4:35-7:30-10:20
Priscilla (R)  CC: 10:15-1:00-
3:45-6:30-9:15
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 10:45-3:15
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-12:15-3:30-
7:00-7:45-10:30
What Happens Later (R)  OC: 
1:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
OC: 2:15

AMC St. Charles Town Ctr 9
   11115 Mall Circle    

What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:45-2:30-5:00-7:45
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 10:45-3:00-7:15
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 12:30-3:15-6:00-8:45
Saw X (R)  CC: 11:45-2:45-
5:30-8:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
10:45-1:30-4:15-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
2:00-5:00-8:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-7:00
Freelance (R) 6:00-8:45
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:15-1:30-3:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:15-2:00-4:45-7:30

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
7000 Arundel Mills Circle

Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
10:00-10:25-2:25-7:20; 2:55
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
XD: 10:45-11:45-1:30-2:30-4:15-
5:15-7:00-8:00-9:45-10:45; 3:15
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 4:40; 
10:55-1:50-7:30-10:20
Saw X (R) 3:50
Priscilla (R) 2:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 2:45
After Death (PG-13) 4:40
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
10:05-11:40-2:05-4:20-6:40-8:55
The Marsh King's Daughter (R) 
11:05-1:50-4:35-7:20-10:05
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 10:15-1:05-6:50-9:20
The Equalizer 3 (R) 6:55-9:40
What Happens Later (R) 10:50-
1:40-7:35-10:25
The Creator (PG-13) 12:20
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 10:05-1:15
The Nun II (R) 10:20-1:20-
7:00-9:50
Radical (PG-13) 12:00-3:30-
6:45-9:50
Freelance (R) 12:10-6:40-9:30

Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
10:10-10:30-11:15-11:30-12:00-
12:30-12:55-1:15-2:15-2:45-
3:40-5:00-5:30-6:00-6:25-6:45-
7:45-8:15-8:45-9:10-9:30-10:30-
11:00
Saw X (R) 10:00-12:55-7:10-
10:10
Priscilla (R) 11:10-4:50-7:40-
10:30
Dasham Avatar (Dawshom 
Awbotaar) 3:00
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 3:30-6:30-7:15-10:15-
11:00
After Death (PG-13) 11:10-1:55-
7:25-10:35
Keedaa Cola 4:25-7:30-10:40
Glisten and the Merry Mission 
(G) 10:10-11:00-1:30-4:00-6:30
Maa Oori Polimera 2 9:35
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 3:55
What Happens Later (R) 4:20
The Nun II (R) 4:10

Cinépolis Gaithersburg
629 Center Point Way

What Happens Later (R) 2:00-
5:00-8:00-11:00
Freelance (R) 12:45-3:45-6:45
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
2:00-3:30-6:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
1:00-1:30-4:05-4:35-7:10-8:45-
9:30-10:15
Priscilla (R) 1:30-4:30-7:30-
10:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:20-4:40-7:40-9:00
After Death (PG-13) 12:15-2:15-
5:30-8:15

Landmark  
Bethesda Row Cinema

   7235 Woodmont Avenue    
What Happens Later (R) 
4:45-7:45
Joan Baez I Am A Noise 1:15
The Holdovers (R) 1:30-4:15-
7:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
12:00-2:30-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
2:00-6:50
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 12:30-
3:35-6:45
Priscilla (R) 4:15-7:30-8:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 3:30-6:30
What Happens Later (R) 1:45
The Holdovers (R) 5:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 4:20
Priscilla (R) 1:30

Landmark at  
Annapolis Harbour Center

2474 Solomons Island Road Unit H-1
What Happens Later (R) 1:20-
4:55-7:20
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
12:20-1:00-3:45-5:45-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
2:10-4:40-7:30-8:00
Priscilla (R) 1:10-3:30-4:30-7:15
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 1:30-4:00-6:30
After Death (PG-13) 1:15-4:15
Rustin (PG-13) 12:15-4:30-
7:00-7:10

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway

Anatomy of a Fall (R) 12:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 6:00
Rustin (PG-13) 3:30-5:30

Phoenix Theatres Marlow 6
   3899 Branch Avenue    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 3:00-5:30-8:00
The Equalizer 3 (R) 12:15-2:45-
5:15-7:35
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:00-1:00-1:30-3:30-4:30-6:00-
7:00-8:30-9:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45
Saw X (R) 12:30-3:30-6:30-9:35

Regal Cinemas Majestic  
Stadium 20 & IMAX

   900 Ellsworth Drive    
Sarabha 4:20-7:35
The Marsh King's Daughter (R) 
11:05-1:50-4:35-7:20-10:00
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 1:10-4:00
What Happens Later (R) 11:10-
1:50-4:30-7:10-9:50
The Creator (PG-13) 12:30
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:05AM
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 11:25-8:45
The Persian Version (R) 
12:00-9:30
Radical (PG-13) 11:20-2:30-
5:40-8:50
Freelance (R) 11:30AM
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:40-12:00-4:30-9:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:00-11:50-1:20-1:50-2:20-
4:10-4:40-5:10-5:40-6:10-6:40-
7:05-7:40-8:10-8:40-9:10-9:40-
10:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 11:15-
2:40-6:00-9:55
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 9:55
Saw X (R) 6:50
Killers of the Flower Moon 
- The IMAX 2D Experience 
(R) 3:45
Priscilla (R) 11:00-1:45-4:30-
7:15-10:00
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:10-3:50-7:30
Lonesome Soldier (R) 12:25-
3:20

After Death (PG-13) 8:15
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
12:00-2:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:00

Regal Germantown
   20000 Century Boulevard    

Sarabha 1:30-5:10-8:50
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:30-2:00-4:30-7:10-9:50
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:50-3:00-
6:20-9:40
The Persian Version (R) 12:30-
3:20-6:10-9:20
Freelance (R) 11:25-2:10-
5:00-8:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:35-4:10-8:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:40-12:10-12:50-1:20-1:50-
2:30-4:50-5:30-6:40-7:40-8:20-
9:10-9:30
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:30-6:30
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 11:20-3:10-6:50-10:35
After Death (PG-13) 12:00-2:50-
6:00-9:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:50

Regal Hyattsville Royale
   6505 America Blvd.    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:45-2:20-4:50-8:45
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:45-2:55-
5:40-8:40
The Nun II (R) 11:50-5:45
The Persian Version (R) 12:20-
3:00-6:00-8:50
Freelance (R) 2:40-8:35
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:50-4:20-7:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:40-12:10-12:40-1:10-1:50-
2:30-3:00-4:00-5:00-5:30-6:00-
6:30-7:00-8:30-9:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
12:15-2:50-5:50-8:55
Saw X (R) 12:00-3:00-6:00-
9:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 3:40-7:20
After Death (PG-13) 11:55-2:50-
5:50-8:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
3:30-8:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00

Regal Laurel Towne Centre
14716 Baltimore Avenue    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:15-1:40-4:20
The Creator (PG-13) 12:45-
4:10-7:15-10:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:20-1:50-6:15-9:10
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:15-11:50-12:15-1:15-2:00-
3:00-3:40-4:15-4:45-5:45-6:30-
7:00-7:30-8:30-9:45
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:25-2:10-5:00-7:45
Saw X (R) 11:30-3:50-6:40-9:30
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-2:20-6:00-9:40
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
11:40-6:50-9:00

Regal Rockville Center
   199 East Montgomery Avenue    

Dawn of the Dead (1978) 
(NR) 3:50
What Happens Later (R) 1:00-
3:40-6:30
The Creator (PG-13) 6:10
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 12:40-4:10-7:10
Freelance (R) 11:30-2:10-
4:50-7:50
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
12:30-5:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:20-11:25-12:00-12:10-1:40-
2:00-2:50-4:20-5:10-5:30-7:10-
7:40-8:10
Saw X (R) 12:50-6:50
Priscilla (R) 11:50-2:40-5:20-
8:00
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:20-2:20-4:30-6:00-
8:05
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
11:40-1:50-4:00

Regal Waugh Chapel & IMAX
1419 South Main Chapel Way

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 12:30-3:00-5:30
What Happens Later (R) 12:00-
2:30-5:00-7:30-10:10
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 9:10
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 11:30-8:20
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:50-4:20-8:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:40-12:10-12:50-1:30-2:10-
3:10-3:50-4:30-5:10-6:10-7:50-
8:30-10:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
8:00-10:00
Killers of the Flower Moon 
- The IMAX 2D Experience 
(R) 3:40
Priscilla (R) 12:20-3:20-6:30-
9:40
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:15-4:10-7:00-8:05
After Death (PG-13) 12:40-4:00-
7:10-10:20

Regal Westview & IMAX
   5243 Buckeystown Pike    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 12:30-1:20-4:00-6:30
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 3:30-9:00
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 5:20-9:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
1:30-6:10-8:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:50-12:20-1:50-2:30-3:10-
3:50-4:40-5:20-6:20-6:50-7:30-
9:20-9:50
Killers of the Flower Moon - 
The IMAX 2D Experience (R) 
12:40
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-3:20-3:50-7:00-
7:50-9:20
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
1:00-6:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 1:10

Xscape Theatres  
Brandywine 14

   7710 Matapeake Business Drive
A Christmas Story (PG) 1:00-
4:00-7:00
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 10:30-12:50-3:20-6:30-8:50
The Creator (PG-13) 1:05-4:05-
7:05-10:05
The Nun II (R) 11:15-2:05-4:55-
7:35-10:15
Freelance (R) 10:45-1:25-4:25-
7:15-9:45
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
10:50-3:10-7:30-9:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:00-11:40-1:40-2:20-4:20-
5:00-7:00-7:40-9:40-10:20
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
10:20-1:00-4:05-6:40-9:30
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:45AM
Saw X (R) 10:40-12:05-1:30-
2:50-4:10-7:10-10:10
After Death (PG-13) 10:25-1:15-
4:15-6:55-9:35
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
1:00-3:40-5:40-6:20-8:20-9:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 2:45-6:20-9:50

iPic Pike & Rose
   11830 Grand Park Avenue    

The Equalizer 3 (R) 12:00-3:00-
6:30-9:45
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:15-2:15-6:00-9:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
(!) 11:15-2:30-7:00-11:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:00-3:15-8:00-10:00
Saw X (R) 11:45-6:15-10:45
Priscilla (R) (!) 11:35-3:35-
7:05-10:20
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 4:00
Rustin (PG-13) (!) 2:00-5:00-
8:00-11:00

VIRGINIA
AMC Courthouse Plaza 8

2150 Clarendon Blvd.
The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 1:10-4:30-7:20
Oppenheimer (R)  CC: 12:20-
7:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 12:10-2:35-6:50
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
12:05-2:40-5:10-7:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 11:55-2:10-4:00-4:50-
6:40-7:30
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 12:30-
4:20-7:50
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-7:00

AMC Hoffman Center 22
   206 Swamp Fox Rd.    

Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 1:15-6:00-9:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 12:00-1:00-3:00-4:00-6:00-
7:00-9:00-9:45
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:45-3:30-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  OC: 3:30
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 12:30-5:00
The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 11:00-4:30-7:10-9:45
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 11:00-1:30-4:00
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:00-1:40-4:15-7:00-9:30
The Creator (PG-13)  CC: 
6:30-9:45
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13)  CC: 12:30
The Tunnel to Summer, the Exit 
of Goodbyes 8:45
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13)  
CC: 12:00-3:00-6:00-9:00
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
11:00-1:45-4:30-7:10-9:45
Divinity 7:15-9:45
Radical (PG-13) 12:30-3:30-
6:30-9:30
Freelance (R)  CC: 12:00
The Lady Bird Diaries 11:15-
2:00-4:30-7:00-9:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 3:30-8:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
12:30-3:30-6:30-9:30
Saw X (R)  CC: 12:00-3:00-
6:00-9:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
11:00-2:30-6:00-9:30
Priscilla (R)  CC: 11:00-1:30-
4:15-7:00-9:45
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:00-6:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 12:30-
6:30-9:30
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00

The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 2:45
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00
The Marsh King's Daughter 
(R)  OC: 1:45

AMC Potomac Mills 18
   2700 Potomac Mills Circle    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 11:10-1:30-3:50-
6:45-9:10
The Marsh King's Daughter (R)  
CC: 1:00-3:45-6:30-9:30
The Creator (PG-13)  CC: 11:50-
3:00-6:10-9:20
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
1:00-3:45-6:15-9:00
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13)  CC: 5:30
The Nun II (R)  CC: 8:45
The Tunnel to Summer, the Exit 
of Goodbyes 11:00-6:00
Divinity 11:45-2:15-4:45-7:15-
9:40
Freelance (R)  CC: 3:20
Radical (PG-13) 12:30-3:30-
6:30-9:40
Killers of the Flower Moon 
(R)  CC: 11:00-12:00-4:30-6:15-
10:15
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
1:20-4:20-7:10-10:00
Saw X (R)  CC: 1:15-4:15-7:15-
10:10
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 1:30
Priscilla (R)  CC: 11:30-12:30-
3:15-6:00-9:00-10:30
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 1:10-
4:00-7:00-10:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 6:00-9:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 11:10-12:15-3:15-4:30-7:30-
8:15-9:00-10:30
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 11:00AM
Freelance (R)  OC: 11:15AM
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 3:15-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 1:50

AMC Shirlington 7
   2772 South Randolph St.    

Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 12:10-2:20-6:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 12:05-2:40-5:20-8:00
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
12:30-3:50-7:10
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
11:40-4:30-7:10
Priscilla (R)  CC: 11:30-2:10-
4:50-7:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-7:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 1:30-
4:20-7:20

AMC Tysons Corner 16
   7850e Tysons Corner Center    

Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:30-12:25-1:25-3:10-4:15-
6:10-7:15-8:55-9:55
Priscilla (R)  OC: 11:45AM
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 1:00-4:30-8:10-
10:05
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG)  
CC: 10:40-12:10
The Marsh King's Daughter 
(R)  CC: 12:15-2:55-5:40-8:20-
11:00
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 10:15-12:40
The Creator (PG-13)  CC: 
12:55-9:40
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:20-5:05-7:45-10:25
The Persian Version (R)  CC: 
2:20-5:15
Radical (PG-13) 10:35-1:30-
4:40-7:35-10:30
The Holdovers (R)  CC: 10:00-
4:20-7:30-8:50-10:40
Freelance (R)  CC: 11:30-7:05
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 2:25-9:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 10:55
Anatomy of a Fall (R)  CC: 
10:10-3:05-6:40
The Exorcist: Believer (R)  CC: 
8:00-10:45
Killers of the Flower Moon - 
The IMAX 2D Experience (R)  
CC: 12:05-4:25-8:45
Priscilla (R)  CC: 2:30-5:20-
8:05-10:50
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:00-6:00
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 10:05-
1:35-4:45-7:40-10:35
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-3:30-7:00
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
What Happens Later (R)  OC: 
2:10
The Holdovers (R)  OC: 1:10

AMC Worldgate 9
   13025 Worldgate Drive    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG)  CC: 11:15-12:15-2:30-4:45
What Happens Later (R)  CC: 
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:30-10:00
Freelance (R)  CC: 8:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R)  
CC: 12:00-4:15-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
CC: 11:00-12:45-1:45-3:30-4:30-
6:10-7:15-8:45-10:00
Saw X (R)  CC: 11:45-1:30-4:15-
7:00-9:45
After Death (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
1:45-4:30-7:15-9:55
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13)  CC: 2:30-6:00-9:30
Keedaa Cola 12:15-3:15-6:15-
9:15

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
One Loudoun

20575 East Hampton Plaza
Enter the Dragon (1973) (R) 
4:00
The Wedding Singer (PG-13) 
11:00AM
V for Vendetta (R) 7:00
The Killer (R) 11:45-3:15-
4:30-7:20
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
1:15-2:30-6:15
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 11:15-
3:00-6:30
Priscilla (R) 1:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:15-6:00-7:00-7:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:30-12:30-2:00-3:30-5:00-8:00
Priscilla (R) 12:00-3:00-6:45

Angelika Film Center Mosaic
   2911 District Ave    

What Happens Later (R) 3:15
The Persian Version (R) 
11:00-4:45
Radical (PG-13) 11:20-2:05-
4:50-7:35
The Holdovers (R) 10:45-1:05-
4:00-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
12:40-3:05-5:35-7:55
Beyond Utopia (PG-13) 8:00
The Mission (PG-13) 10:20AM
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:30-4:00
What Happens Later (R) 12:45-
5:40-7:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
10:55-3:10-7:25
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 1:30-7:20
Priscilla (R) 10:30-1:45-4:35-
7:15

CMX Village 14
1600 Village Market Boulevard

Mean Girls (2004) (PG-13) 3:30
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:10-12:05
What Happens Later (R) 12:15-
4:00-7:15
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13) 
6:40
Radical (PG-13) 1:00-3:50-6:45
Freelance (R) 12:40
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:40-1:30-3:00-6:10-7:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:45-2:30-5:15-8:00; 11:45-
2:30-5:15-8:00
Priscilla (R) 11:15-2:00-4:45-
7:25
God of Heaven and Earth 4:00
After Death (PG-13) 12:25-
3:15-6:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-1:10-2:20-3:30-
4:50-7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:30-12:50-1:40-2:10-4:20-
5:00-5:50-6:40-7:10-7:40-8:20

Cinema Arts Theatre
   9650 Unit 14 Main St.    

What Happens Later (R) 9:55-
12:10-2:25-7:20
The Persian Version (R) 
12:15-2:40
Joan Baez I Am A Noise 
9:50-4:50
Radical (PG-13) 9:40-12:05-
2:35-5:05-7:40
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:40-7:15
Anatomy of a Fall (R) 10:00-
1:00-4:00-7:10
Priscilla (R) 9:45-12:00-2:30-
7:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 7:15
What Happens Later (R) 4:45
Killers of the Flower Moon 
(R) 3:30
Priscilla (R) 5:00

Cinemark Centreville 12
   6201 Multiplex Drive    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 10:20-12:50-4:40-5:40
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:35AM
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
10:45-4:25-7:10
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
10:00-10:35-12:45-1:20-4:10-
6:20-7:00-9:10-9:45
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
10:05-1:05-8:10-10:55
Saw X (R) 8:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:55-2:45-6:30-10:15
Keedaa Cola 6:00-8:50
Glisten and the Merry Mission 
(G) 10:10-11:55-3:20
Maa Oori Polimera 2 9:30
Killers of the Flower Moon 
(R) 12:30
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 3:10
Saw X (R) 5:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
3:35; 10:15-11:05-12:05-1:50-
2:10-2:50-4:35-4:55-5:35-7:20-
7:40-8:20-10:05-10:25-11:00
After Death (PG-13) 10:55-1:40-
6:40-9:05; 3:55

Cinemark  
Fairfax Corner and XD

   11900 Palace Way    
What Happens Later (R) 1:50-
4:40-7:20-10:05
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:40-2:50
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13) 
10:05AM
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:25-3:50-7:10-8:25
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:00-11:50-12:15-12:45-1:45-
3:00-3:30-4:30-5:45-6:15-7:15-
8:30-9:00-10:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:05-1:55-4:45-7:35-10:25
Priscilla (R) 10:15-1:05-3:55-
6:45-9:35
After Death (PG-13) 1:25-4:10-
6:55-9:40

Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:50-2:45-4:35-6:30-
8:20-10:15
Keedaa Cola 6:00-9:15
Glisten and the Merry Mission 
(G) 10:10-12:25-2:40-4:55
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13)  
XD: 10:30-11:30-1:15-2:15-4:00-
5:00-6:45-7:45-9:30-10:30

Regal Ballston Quarter
671 North Glebe Road

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:25-12:20-3:00
What Happens Later (R) 12:05-
2:50-5:30-8:10
Freelance (R) 11:50-2:40-
5:20-8:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
1:50-6:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:30-12:30-12:50-1:30-2:20-
4:20-5:10-5:40-6:10-6:40-7:00-
7:50-8:20
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 7:30
Priscilla (R) 11:20-2:00-4:50-
7:40
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 2:10-6:00
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
11:50-2:30-5:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:20

Regal Dulles Town Center
21100 Dulles Town Circle

Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:25-3:10-7:45
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:15-11:45-12:15-12:45-1:10-
2:00-3:30-4:00-4:45-6:45-
7:30-9:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 1:30-
4:30-7:15
Saw X (R) 1:20-4:10-7:00
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 1:00-2:30-5:00-6:00-
8:45
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
12:30-2:45-5:30-8:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 6:15

Regal Fairfax Towne Center
4110 West Ox Road

Oppenheimer (R) 12:40-4:40-
7:10
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:30-1:00
A Haunting in Venice (PG-13) 
4:50-7:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:40-2:30-6:50
Suzume (Subtitled) (PG) 1:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
12:20-1:20-2:00-4:20-5:00-
6:00-7:50
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:30-6:30
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-1:10-3:40-5:10-
7:20
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:10

Regal Fox & IMAX
   22875 Brambleton Plaza    

Sarabha 12:45-10:00
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:05-12:20-2:00-4:50
What Happens Later (R) 
11:30AM
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 4:00-9:50
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 12:10-8:30
Freelance (R) 7:45-10:20
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:00-3:30-7:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:10-12:30-2:00-3:20-3:50-
4:50-6:10-6:40-7:40-9:00-9:30-
10:30
Killers of the Flower Moon 
- The IMAX 2D Experience 
(R) 4:10
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:30-6:30
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
11:20-1:40-7:20
The Last Waltz 45th Anniversa-
ry (PG) 4:00-7:00
Bhagavanth Kesari 11:55-9:15
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-2:20-6:00-9:40
After Death (PG-13) 12:20-
3:15-6:15
What Happens Later (R) 12:50-
3:50-6:50-9:35
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:40-2:30-5:30-8:20
LEO: Bloody Sweet (Tamil) 
11:15-6:40
Bhagavanth Kesari 3:10-6:45
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 9:10
LEO: Bloody Sweet (Telugu) 
2:50-10:15

Regal Kingstowne & RPX
   5910 Kingstowne Towne Center    

Top Gun: Maverick (PG-13) 
11:30-6:40
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00
Spider-Man: No Way Home 
(PG-13) 9:45
The Marsh King's Daughter (R) 
11:10-2:00-4:50-7:40
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:05-12:50-3:40-6:50
The Creator (PG-13) 11:45-
3:00-6:45-10:00
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 12:20-6:40
The Persian Version (R) 11:50-
2:40-5:30-8:20

Freelance (R) 3:50-9:50
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:00-3:20-8:50
Five Nights At Freddy's 
(PG-13) 11:20-11:40-12:10-
12:40-1:40-2:10-2:30-2:50-
4:30-5:00-5:20-5:50-6:20-
7:20-7:50-8:10-8:40-9:10
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
11:15-9:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-2:15-4:10-6:00-
8:30-9:40
After Death (PG-13) 11:25-
2:20-5:10-8:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 1:10-4:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 7:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 3:30

Regal Manassas & IMAX
   11380 Bulloch Drive    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:10-1:40-4:20-7:30
Gran Turismo: Based On a True 
Story (PG-13) 11:20-2:40-5:50
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 10:30-6:50
Radical (PG-13) 12:40-3:50-
6:50
Freelance (R) 10:40-1:30-4:30
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
10:30-3:00-7:30
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 1:00-2:00-3:00-4:00-5:00-
7:00-8:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 7:20
Killers of the Flower Moon 
- The IMAX 2D Experience 
(R) 2:30
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:00-3:40-7:20
After Death (PG-13) 10:50-
1:50-7:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 12:30-3:30-6:30
After Death (PG-13) 4:50
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 12:00-6:00

Regal Springfield Town Center
   6859 Springfield Mall    

Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 12:20-2:50
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:40-4:10-8:40
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-13) 
11:30-12:00-12:30-12:40-1:10-
2:30-3:00-3:30-4:00-5:30-6:00-
6:30-7:00-8:30-9:00-9:30-10:00
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
12:50-3:40-6:40
Saw X (R) 11:50-3:10-6:20-
9:20
Priscilla (R) 11:20-2:00-4:40-
7:20-9:40
The Last Waltz 45th Anniver-
sary (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:10-1:00-3:50-5:10-
7:30
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
5:50-8:20

Regal Virginia Gateway & RPX
8001 Gateway Promenade Place

The Marsh King's Daughter 
(R) 11:10-2:00-4:50-7:40-
10:30
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 11:50-2:40
What Happens Later (R) 1:00-
3:50-6:40-9:30
Freelance (R) 12:00
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
11:00-3:30-8:00
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 11:20-12:20-12:50-2:10-
3:40-4:40-5:10-5:40-6:50-
7:30-8:10-8:40-9:40-10:10
The Exorcist: Believer (R) 
10:20
Priscilla (R) 12:10-4:00-7:10-
10:00
God of Heaven and Earth 
3:30-6:30
The Last Waltz 45th Anniver-
sary (PG) 4:00-7:00
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 12:40-2:20-6:00-9:50
After Death (PG-13) 12:30-
3:20-6:30-9:20
The Nightmare Before Christ-
mas: 30th Anniversary (PG) 
11:40AM
Five Nights At Freddy's (PG-
13) 1:20-4:10-10:40
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 7:00

Reston, VA -  
LOOK Dine-in Cinema

11940 Market Street
Paw Patrol: The Mighty Movie 
(PG) 12:15-1:15-3:45-4:45-6:15
Killers of the Flower Moon (R) 
2:35-6:50-12:30
Five Nights At Freddy's 
(PG-13) 12:00-2:45-5:20-
8:00-9:00
Priscilla (R) 1:45-4:30-7:30-
8:45-12:10
Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 3:00-7:00

Smithsonian -  
Airbus IMAX Theater

14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway
Journey to Space (NR) 10:20-
3:00-5:05
To Fly! (1976) (NR) 4:30
Aircraft Carrier: Guardian of 
the Seas 12:40
Deep Sky: The IMAX 2D 
Experience 10:55-1:20-3:40
Blue Planet (Il pianeta azzur-
ro) (NR) 11:45AM
Oppenheimer: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (R) 6:00
The Dream is Alive (NR) 2:10

University Mall Theatres
   10659-A Braddock Road

Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(PG-13) 7:00

MOVIE DIRECTORY (!) No Pass/No Discount Ticket
Sunday, November 5, 2023

www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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Stay one step ahead of the weather with the
Capital Weather Gang

@capitalweather

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

sweater or tank top?

http://washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang
http://www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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DANCE
Ballet West:  
The Nutcracker
NOV. 22 & 24–26 | OPERA HOUSE

Dorrance Dance:  
Nutcracker Suite
NOV. 30-DEC. 2 | EISENHOWER THEATER

NATIONAL SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Celtic Woman 
Christmas Symphony 
Tour 2023
NOV. 25 & 26 |  CONCERT HALL 

A Holiday Pops!
with Norm Lewis
DEC. 8 & 9 |  CONCERT HALL

Handel’s Messiah 
DEC. 14–17 | CONCERT HALL

JAZZ
NPR’s A Jazz Piano 
Christmas featuring 
Melvis Santa and 
Alfredo Rodriguez
DEC. 2 |  TERRACE THEATER

A Jazz New Year’s Eve:  
Jazzmeia Horn
DEC. 31 |  TERRACE THEATER

New Year’s Eve 
with Gregory Porter
DEC. 31 |  CONCERT HALL

WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL OPERA 
The Lion, the
Unicorn, and Me
DEC. 8–10 | TERRACE THEATER

COMEDY
Joke in a Box
A Book Talk with 
Cartoonist Emily Flake
NOV. 19 |  JUSTICE FORUM

The Improvised 
Shakespeare Company
DEC. 4–23 | THEATER LAB

THEATER 
Shear Madness
NOW THRU NOV. 26 |  THEATER LAB

Bluey’s Big Play
NOV. 21–26 | EISENHOWER THEATER

Girl From the North 
Country
DEC. 12–31 | EISENHOWER THEATER

Disney’s Frozen
DEC. 20–JAN. 21 |  OPERA HOUSE

HOLIDAYS ON THE 
MILLENNIUM STAGE
FREE live performances in the Grand Foyer 
Wednesdays–Saturdays at 6 p.m.

FREE films in the Justice Forum at the 
REACH Sundays at 6 p.m.

Eight Nights of Klezmer: 
A Hanukkah Tour 
DEC. 7

Merry TubaChristmas! 
DEC. 11

Messiah Sing-Along  
DEC. 23

All-Star Christmas Eve 
Jazz Jam
DEC. 24

Visit the website for even more 
holiday shows and films!
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 A JAZZ NEW YEAR’S EVE GIRL FROM THE NORTH COUNTRY  A HOLIDAY POPS! 

THE HOLIDAYS 
ARE HERE!
Gather here to make memories and continue traditions— 
or give the gift of live performance to a loved one!

  DISNEY’S FROZEN  

Kennedy-Center.org
The ONLY OFFICIAL WEBSITE of the Kennedy Center

(202) 467-4600

Groups 20+ (15 for Shear Madness and 10 for 
Washington National Opera) call (202) 416-8400

For all other ticket-related customer service inquiries, 
call the Advance Sales Box Office at (202) 416-8540
Kennedy-Center.org/health-safety

The perfect gift: 
Kennedy Center gift 
certificates!
Visit Kennedy-Center.org/shop/gift-
memberships today!

Get in the festive 
spirit at the Gift Shop
Shop the Kennedy Center Gift Shops for the 
area’s best selection of arts-related gifts. Make 
the holidays bright for those you love!

Visit shop.Kennedy-Center.org to 
purchase and explore our full selection.

OPEN DAILY  
WITH FREE ADMISSION!
JFK Gallery on the Roof Level

More information at tkc.co/JFK

Ev
an

 Z
im

m
er

m
an

 fo
r M

ur
ph

yM
ad

e

Ch
ar

tr
oo

m
 M

ed
ia

http://tkc.co/JFK
http://shop.Kennedy-Center.org
http://Kennedy-Center.org/shop/gift-
http://Kennedy-Center.org/health-safety
http://Kennedy-Center.org
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Travel

the upgrAde

For a glimpse of local life, 
get a haircut on your trip. F2

AmtrAk

New system allows company 
to add more low fares. F4

CAmping

The best gear to stay warm 
and dry in cold weather. F5

multigenerAtionAl trips

How to plan a family excursion 
(and still like everyone). F6

On Maui, a lesson
in giving back

Tourism is returning following August’s deadly wildfires. 
These tips can help you be a more considerate visitor. |  F3

On Maui, people can enjoy the  beaches, middle, and  volunteer with places such as the Maui Humane 
Society, above, or Hua Momona Farms, top right, where Paula Martinez  is seen picking arugula.  



F2 eZ ee the washington post . sunday, november 5 ,  2023

 get our newsletter every 
thursday: washingtonpost.com/
newsletters/by-the-way
 read us online: 
washingtonpost.com/travel 
 follow us on instagram: 
@bytheway
To respond to one of our 
articles:  email 
travel@washpost.com, call 202-334-
7750 or write: Washington Post 
travel section, 1301 k st. nW 
Washington, D.c. 20071. 

editor: amanda finnegan 
deputy editor: gabe hiatt
 art directors: stephanie hays, 
katty huertas, allison taliaferro
photo editor: lauren bulbin
Staff writers: natalie b. compton, 
heidi Pérez-Moreno, andrea sachs, 
hannah sampson
Copy editors: rachael bolek, 
Jamie Zega
editorial aide: olivia Mccormack
 Travel advertising: ron ulrich, 
202-334-5289, 
ronald.ulrich@washpost.com 

Travel

BY CHRIS DONG

To submit a travel hack to The 
Upgrade, visit wapo.st/upgrade.

Sometime over the past few 
years, I came to a realization: I was 
getting my hair cut while on the 
road more often than while close 
to home.

Let’s be clear: It’s not necessari-
ly for the quality of the cut. Al-
though some of those barbers, 
stylists and hairdressers have 
been exceptionally skilled, others 
have, well, performed a master 
class in what not to do. There have 

been more than a few times I’ve 
been resigned to wearing a hat for 
the rest of my trip.

Though the results have varied 
widely, I still treasure getting a cut 
when I travel, whether it’s across 
the country or around the world. 
With just a blade and a pair of 
scissors, I can expect cultural im-
mersion in its purest form — in 
about 30 minutes or less. Let me 
explain.

My thick, jet-black Asian head 
of hair grows fast — thanks to 
genetics — and I’ll typically make 
my way to a barber every two to 
four weeks. That’s helpful if a ses-

sion goes awry; my swiftly sprout-
ing hair will disguise a bad cut. 

As a travel writer, I need to look 
respectable while crisscrossing 
the globe, and what started out as 
a necessity has become somewhat 
of a preference.

I’ve been to barbers in Iceland, 
Istanbul, Bangkok and Bogotá. I 
got my hair cut (and bleached) on 
a cruise ship in the Mediterra-
nean, received the best scalp mas-
sage of my life on the outskirts of 
Luang Prabang, Laos, and was the 
sole English speaker at a shop in 
Suva, Fiji, where locals played in-
terpreter with my barber. A couple 

of dollars and one of the sharpest 
fades I’ve ever received later, I’d 
say those Fijians did a pretty good 
job.

With each snip and shave, I 
learn a little bit about each place 
or get to know the individual 
working on my hair. Ideally, it’s a 
mix of both. During my first trip to 
Provincetown, Mass., this sum-
mer, my barber shared his per-
spective on the ever-evolving LG-
BTQ+ scene — and his favorite 
bars to avoid the crowds.

In Malmö, Sweden, my Afghani 
barber told me about the city’s 
Iraqi, Syrian and Afghani popula-

tions — and how he himself had 
escaped to Sweden as a refugee. 
Oh, and I also got tips on where to 
find the best shawarma in town.

Even if there’s a language bar-
rier — communicating in iPhone 
photos of previous cuts — or if 
there’s not a chatty vibe, some-
thing is so freeing about abdicat-
ing control and observing the day-
to-day cultural norms of a new 
place. Getting a haircut can look 
so different depending on where 
you are.

In Los Angeles, where I’ve now 
lived for more than a year, I’ve 
finally found a barber I like. Still, 

Jasu knows he’s not my only bar-
ber, no matter how good his cuts 
are (and they’re good). After all, he 
experiences the inverse of what 
I encounter: the occasional travel-
er who comes into his Santa Moni-
ca shop looking for a local to 
talk to.

There’s a transformation that 
can happen in 30 minutes or less 
— and I’m not just talking about 
the haircut.

chris Dong is a freelance travel writer 
and credit card points expert based in 
los angeles. you can follow him on 
instagram: @thechrisflyer.

The Upgrade

True cultural immersion is just a hop, snip and a jump away

illustration by Min heo for the Washington Post

BY NATALIE B. COMPTON

When flying, two truths weigh 
heavy on the traveler’s soul. The 
first: Checking a bag is expensive 
and annoying. The second: 
Planes have a finite amount of 
overhead bin space. Fail to score 
some of that space, and you’re 
doomed to baggage claim purga-
tory.

These truths ignite within us a 
gnawing sense of scarcity. They 
turn typically levelheaded people 
who don’t mind waiting their 
turn at, say, Starbucks into the 
type to elbow their way into the 
anxious swarm crowding the 
gate before takeoff. “Space,” they 
chant, like suitcase-rolling zom-
bies. “Spaaaaace.”

Okay, maybe it’s not that bad. 
But the limited overhead bin 
situation can bring out the worst 
in people. Once you’re on board, 
it can feel like a race to find your 
seat and stash your stuff. “It’s a 
Tetris game,” says flight atten-
dant Sabrina Schaller.

To prepare you for your next 
round, here are the unofficial 
rules for navigating the overhead 
bins.

Pack with the plane in mind
Let’s start with the most basic 

rule of all: If you’re planning to 
travel with a carry-on, make 
sure it’s going to fit on the plane. 
Schaller recommends going on 
your carrier’s website and see-
ing what measurements it al-
lows. Next, stick to your airline’s 
allotted number of bags, which 
can depend on your ticket type, 
and be warned that the industry 
is getting tougher on personal 
items. Before you board, consol-
idate your bags to meet the 
criteria (usually two per cus-
tomer). Lastly, don’t hold up the 
boarding process by attempting 
that consolidation on the plane. 

 Keep your valuables with you
While you’re consolidating, 

ensure that your valuables ( jew-
elry, medications, Tamagotchi) 
are with you in that “personal 
item” vs. the bag meant for the 
bin. This protects you in case 
you’re asked to gate-check, or in 

the rare instance that someone 
walks off with your luggage. 
“Anything expensive is always in 

my backpack, because I know it 
goes under the seat with me,” 
Schaller says.

Don’t be a bin hog
The land of the overhead bin is 

not yours to claim a la manifest 
destiny. It’s a community space 
for everyone to share, says 
Heather Wiese, a Dallas-based 
etiquette expert. Remember the 
rules: Overhead compartments 
are primarily for carry-ons that 
don’t fit under the seat. Every-
thing else is extra and should be 
stored up top only when every-
one has boarded and at least 

attempted to store those bigger 
bags first. Then you can stake 
more square footage.

Use a bin near your seat
Make your life easier by put-

ting your bag in the over-
head bin above or around your 
seat. It’s not a crisis, but you 
don’t want to fight the flow 
of traffic to get your bag once 
the plane lands. Of course, 
this rule goes out the window if 
you board and there’s no 
space near you. In that case, 
Godspeed. You should also 
wait until others have de-
planed in the rows you’re back-
tracking past before going for 
your unfortunately placed be-
longings.

Don’t force a bag 
that’s too big

Even if you sneak a real honk-
er of a bag past the gate agent, 
you still have to find a place for 
your contraband once you’re on 
the plane. That could result in:

1. Wrestling your luggage into 
the bin.

2. Getting scolded by a flight 
attendant.

3. Having to check your too-
big bag after all.

4. All of the above.
Going through this process 

also slows down boarding, which 
is even worse than the embar-
rassment. “When the bag is too 
big, it delays us getting the flight 
out on time. . . . That’s the whole 
goal,” says Miami-based flight 
attendant Trey Antwan.

Make sure the bin closes 
before you walk away

Before you take your seat, ask 
yourself, “Will the bin close over 
my bag?” Better yet, do a quick 
check. Maybe you goofed and put 
your bag in a weird way (or you 
broke the rules and brought a 
humongous bag), but this step 
will help correct the error, so the 
flight attendant doesn’t have to.

Don’t expect help from 
a flight attendant

Flight attendants follow the 
motto: “You pack it, you stack it.” 
It’s simply not their job to help 
you with your bag. Some may be 
allowed to do so — and inclined 
to help older passengers or those 
with disabilities — but they’re 
not required to by airline policy, 
because it could result in injury. 
If it’s too heavy for you and for 
them, the bag’s getting checked.

Ask before moving 
someone’s stuff

Some people handle the stress 
of travel better than others. Be-
cause you never know what’ll be 
the straw that breaks the camel’s 
back, err on the side of caution 
and keep to yourself. That in-
cludes baggage handling. “I have 
definitely been on flights where 
fights are broken out because 
someone has touched someone 
else’s bag, and we have de-

planed,” says Clarissa Laskey of 
the travel blog Passports and 
Parenting. Antwan has also seen 
conflict erupt from bag-moving, 
so if you need to do some bin 
rearranging, give the owner a 
heads-up or ask a flight atten-
dant for assistance.

Don’t freak out if you have to 
check your bag

Sometimes, even when you’ve 
been militant about packing 
your carry-on per the airline’s 
rules, you’ll be asked to gate-
check your bag. Although that 
reality is out of your control, how 
you react is entirely up to you. 
Antwan says the typical response 
from travelers is negative. “They 
want to argue or they don’t 
believe us. . . . People get pretty 
mad,” he says. His response: “I’m 
not checking your bag because 
I’m being mean. I’m checking it 
because it literally won’t fit.”

 Save jackets for last
Accoutrements such as jackets 

and puffy winter coats aren’t 
automatically given space in the 
overhead bin. You can put them 
up there as a treat, only if there is 
room after the rest of the plane 
has stored their carry-ons. The 
same goes for your other person-
al items, such as laptop bags, 
fanny packs, animal skulls and 
airport shopping hauls.

Offer to help your fellow 
passengers

Your stuff is stashed, you’re 
buckled up, and you’re ready for 
takeoff. Down the aisle comes 
someone struggling with a bag. 
Like flight attendants, you’re 
not required to step in and help. 
But if you’re willing and able, 
do the struggler a solid and 
ask whether they’d like a hand. 
Bonnie Tsai, founder and direc-
tor of Beyond Etiquette, says not 
only is this an act of kind-
ness, but it also helps speed up 
boarding. Just make sure that 
you’re ready to take no for an 
answer, Wiese adds, and that you 
don’t make a big deal of why 
you’re helping (i.e., saying that 
they’re elderly or appear to be 
frail, etc.).

Don’t abuse bin access
Once your bag’s up there, 

consider it gone until the end of 
the flight (unless you’re seated in 
the aisle). No one wants you 
climbing over them so you can 
keep getting items out. We went 
over this earlier: Have a game 
plan for what you want handy 
during your flight, put it in your 
personal item, or unpack it when 
you get to your seat.

Wait your turn to unload
The plane lands, and an over-

head chime pings, signaling you 
may unbuckle your seat belt. 
Unless you have a hair-raising 
short window between connect-
ing flights, stay seated. Resist the 
Pavlovian response to jump up 
that second and lunge for the 
overhead bin. Instead, wait your 
turn. When’s your turn, you ask? 
It’s when the rows in front of you 
have already exited.

Your overhead bin tactics may not fly with others. Here are 13 rules to help.

Washington Post illustration; istock

Let’s start with the most basic rule of all: 
If you’re planning to travel with a carry-on, 

make sure it’s going to fit on the plane.
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referring to the harmful nanopar-
ticles contained in some types of 
sprays that can hurt the environ-
ment. For an eco-friendly alterna-
tive, he recommends sun-protec-
tive or UPF clothing and a little 
zinc oxide on the face.

if you can’t change your sun-
screen preferences, choose a reef-
safe variety. Since 2021, Hawaii 
has banned products containing 
oxybenzone and octinoxate, 
which endanger coral.

On the beach and in the water, 
give marine life a wide berth to 
avoid stressing the animals and, 
depending on the species, violat-
ing the law. (Hawaii laws protect 
endangered, threatened and in-
digenous species, including 
humpback whales, Hawaiian 
monk seals, numerous species of 

dolphins and all turtles.) Also, 
don’t use the coral as a bench or 
step stool.

Before heading to the beach, 
pick up a marine debris monitor-
ing collection bag at the PacWhale 
Eco-Adventures’ Ocean Store in 
Wailuku. The MOC Marine insti-
tute also offers beach cleanup kits 
with 72-hour notice. Elsewhere in 
the state, Sustainable Coastlines 
Hawaii organizes large-scale 
cleanups and outreach events. 
The Ocean Conservancy offers a 
guide for DiY beach missions.

The marine institute rescues, 
rehabs and releases injured sea 
turtles. Because of limited access 
in Lahaina, its staff members 
have not been able to keep as close 
an eye on the sea turtles as before 
the fires. if you notice a turtle in 
distress, call the hotline at 808-
286-2549.

Support local businesses
When a bag of potato chips 

costs $6, you can’t be faulted for 
pulling out your Costco card for 
essentials. However, for all the 
rest — restaurants, souvenirs, ac-
tivities, lodging, tropical apparel 
— support local businesses.

“Wearing Hawaiian shirts is 
okay,” Coon said, “just don’t buy 
them at Target.”

Maui nui First created a direc-
tory of “Support Local” business-
es for dining, shopping, playing 
and staying (mauinuifirst.com). 
The Maui Ocean Center and Pa-
cific Whale Foundation, which 
occupy the same shopping com-
plex in Wailuku, stock locally 
made and sustainable products, 
such as bracelets made from recy-
cled ocean plastic, earrings con-
structed out of cereal boxes and 
Aloha Collection pouches and 
totes, a Hawaiian company that 
donates 5 percent of its profits to 
conservation organizations.

After the fires, the napili Farm-
ers Market, which celebrated its 
10th anniversary in August, 
moved to the Sugar Train parking 
lot and is providing free produce 
to displaced residents. However, 
you can still swing by to see what’s 
in season  and donate. The Up-
country Farmers Market is still 
going strong after more than 
40 years.

MiChAeL Robinson Chávez/the WAshington Post

Andy Baltonado, left, a farmer, shakes hands with Tai Doan at a farmers market in Kahana. Doan lost his home in the fires. 

BY ANDREA SACHS
in WEST MAUi

F or visitors headed to Maui, 
the etiquette lessons begin 
in the air.

Shortly before an American 
Airlines flight landed at Kahului 
Airport, a video appeared on the 
seat-back screens. in the short 
film, passengers learned about 
“kuleana,” the Hawaiian word for 
“responsibility.”

“Kuleana is at the heart of our 
culture,” the narrator intoned 
over images of a group joyfully 
digging their hands into mucky 
earth. “And as guests in our home, 
we ask that you share our kuleana 
during your stay.”

The video is part of the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority’s “Malama Ha-
waii” campaign. (Malama means 
to care for, protect and preserve.) 
To alleviate the pressure of over-
tourism on its culture and natural 
resources, the state is asking visi-
tors to give back. This appeal has 
grown even louder following the 
August wildfires that devastated 
Lahaina.

The phased reopening of West 
Maui, which started Oct. 8, has 
ushered in a new era of tourism, 
so these instructions may be more 
important than ever.

“We want you to leave the place 
better than you found it,” said 
Mufi Hannemann, president and 
chief executive of the Hawaii 
Lodging and Tourism Associa-
tion.

For visitors new to regenera-
tive tourism, Hawaii officials and 
residents offer tips for traveling 
“pono,” or righteously. And unlike 
most of the islands’ fruits and 
vegetables, which must remain in 
the state, you can take these best 
practices home with you and even 
carry them on future travels.

Be kind and patient
As we learned during the coro-

navirus pandemic, you don’t 
know what hardships someone 
may be experiencing. in Maui, 
this is especially true.

When engaging with locals, be 
thoughtful and kind. Even a 
seemingly benign question such 
as “How are you?” can be loaded. 
When interacting with hospitali-
ty workers, exude empathy and 
practice patience. Some estab-
lishments are still short-staffed or 
have recently welcomed back is-
landers who lost loved ones or 
their homes.

“Please be mindful of what ev-
erybody’s going through,” said 
Gregg nelson, general manager of 
the napili Kai Beach Resort, 
which reopened Oct. 8. “The staff 
is ready to welcome people back, 
but at the same time, they are a 
little apprehensive and worried 
about what guests are going to ask 
them.”

Keep exchanges simple with an 
“Aloha” and a “Mahalo,” if you feel 
comfortable using the Hawaiian 
language.

Immerse yourself in 
Hawaiian culture

For a deeper understanding of 
Hawaii’s centuries-old culture 
and traditions, go beyond surfing 
the buffet at the luau.

“People come here and want to 
experience the paradise,” said 
Paula Martinez, volunteer coordi-
nator at the Hua Momona Farms, 
“but it would be more valuable if 
tourists immersed themselves in 
more of the culture and really 
learn about the history of Hawaii.”

Though wildfires destroyed La-
haina’s historic district, the island 
is home to many other historical 
and cultural attractions, such as 
the iao Valley State Monument 
(reservations required for out-of-
state visitors) and the Sugar Mu-
seum. in addition to an art gallery, 
the Maui Arts & Cultural Center 
hosts some of the island’s biggest 
events, such as the Maui Ukulele 
Festival, the Hawaii international 
Film Festival and the Hawaiian 
Airlines Made in Maui County 
Festival, which combines two ten-
ets of regenerative tourism — a 
cultural deep dive centered on 
local products.

To graduate from observer to 
participant, attend a cultural 
workshop. Whalers Village in 
Kaanapali has resumed its free 
classes in ukulele, coconut-frond 
weaving and hula dancing. On a 
recent Friday morning, Ron Mi-
kala Ancheta taught a group of 
Californians and Canadians how 
to play “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow” on the Hawaiian King-
dom’s national instrument.

Volunteer in the kitchen or 
with pets

On Maui, dedicating a few 
hours of your vacation time to 
helping others is more critical 
and appreciated than ever. Once 
the urgent needs subside, visitors 
can continue volunteering.

“Tourists who come might do a 
beach cleanup or they might do a 
tree planting,” said Maui Mayor 
Richard Bissen. “They can do 
something that benefits the is-
land.”

Maui visitors can easily find 

volunteer opportunities that 
match their interests and sched-
ules. Maui nui Strong and Hun-
gry Heroes Hawaii (HHH) are 
valuable hubs of information. For 
instance, Hua Momona Farms 
seeks help with harvesting and 
meal prepping.

For guests more keen on work-
ing in nature than in the kitchen, 
Maui Cultural Lands holds volun-
teer outings every Saturday. 
Guests help with preservation 
projects in the Honokowai Valley, 
an archaeologically and ecologi-
cally rich area. Tasks have includ-
ed clearing rock walls and heiau, 
an ancient Hawaiian temple, and 
planting native flora.

“We do 90 minutes of work and 
have lunch and talk story,” said 
Ekolu Lindsey iii, the organiza-

tion’s president. “i will walk peo-
ple around and introduce them to 
whatever they’re interested in.”

Maui Humane Society rescued 
so many animals from Lahaina’s 
burn site that it had to open a 
second facility. At its main center 
in Puunene, volunteers can com-
fort cats recovering from singed 
whiskers and burned paws. The 
nonprofit suspended its Beach 
Buddies program but is still run-
ning Dog on Demand, a similar 
experience. Depending on avail-
ability, visitors can take a dog on a 
day-long adventure. Each pup 
comes with a doggy backpack 
filled with supplies and recom-
mendations for canine-friendly 
beaches and hikes.

Because of airlines’ restrictions 
on transporting animals from Ha-

waii, the organization is seeking 
volunteers who can escort a dog 
or cat to the mainland. Upon 
arrival, the receiving shelter will 
oversee the animal’s care and 
adoption, unless you happen to 
fall in love with your travel com-
panion.

For volunteer opportunities on 
other islands, check Hawaiian 
Airlines’ Travel Pono (bit.ly/
travel-pono) and the Hawaii 
Tourism Authority’s voluntour-
ism sections (bit.ly/hi-tourism).

Protect the ocean 
environment

As director of sustainable tour-
ism with Trilogy Excursions, Cap-
tain Riley Coon has strong opin-
ions about skin care. “Spraying 
sunscreen is not cool,” he said, 

5 ways to be a good visitor on Maui as tourism reopens

MiChAeL Robinson Chávez/the WAshington Post

Mengshin Lin/AP

MiChAeL Robinson Chávez/the WAshington Post

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: People peer out onto Honolua Bay 
in Hawaii. A book shows cats available for adoption at the Maui 
Humane Society. Michael Vierra looks at his house Sept. 26,  the 
first time he’s done so since the August wildfires in Lahaina.
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BY HANNAH SAMPSON

When Sarah Camp got married 
in Mexico several years ago, one 
detail fell to the bottom of her 
list: how to get her wedding dress 
there.

The travel blogger ended up 
toting the gown in the garment 
bag from the bridal shop, upgrad-
ed with a loop sewn on by her 
mother, and putting it in an 
overhead bin with two other 
brides’ dresses on the flight from 
Toronto to Cancún.

“I remember watching the 
overhead cabin like a hawk,” said 
Camp, author of the blog In 
Search of Sarah.

Everything turned out fine, but 
Camp has since realized the issue 
is a common one among brides, 
thanks to multiple destination 
wedding forums for which she is 
an administrator.

“It’s complicated because all 
the airlines have totally different 
rules and regulations about what 
you can do with your bag,” she 
said. “Some airlines have closets, 
some don’t. It’s kind of a night-
mare honestly. I would research 
… all these things if I were getting 
married again.”

Whether your destination is a 
wedding, black-tie event or other 
important occasion, flying with 
bulky, fancy clothes can be tricky. 
There’s a chance you’ll go to pack 
and realize it’s not entirely clear 
how to transport that tux.

Experts in weddings, travel 
and formalwear offered us their 
best tips and cautionary tales.

Carry on at all costs
Whatever you do, don’t check a 

bag containing precious, irre-
placeable, probably tailored and 
time-sensitive cargo. Airlines 
could lose or damage the bag, and 
getting it back could take days.

“I tell couples don’t ever put 
your formalwear in a checked 
bag,” said Brittany West, a desti-
nation wedding and elopement 
photographer. “That’s the last 
thing you want to do.”

West says her caution is based 
on experience: She’s had luggage 
and dresses destroyed while 
shooting photos for her portfolio.

Hannah Giardino, a social me-
dia manager for a tech company, 
was nervous that the airline 
would want to check her dress 
when she flew from Austin to 

Memphis for her Mississippi 
wedding in late May. She tried to 
call American Airlines but had 
trouble reaching someone who 
could help; after she tweeted at 
the airline, she was told that she 
could bring it as a carry-on.

Her concerns were validated 
after multiple wedding guests 
had their luggage lost. 

“This could have been a catas-
trophe for me,” she said.

Spring for early boarding
West said she tells couples to 

communicate to the gate agent 
that they have a wedding dress in 
case it’s possible to move to a seat 
without a neighbor. She also urg-
es them to upgrade their ticket or 
pay for priority access to get on 
the plane sooner. That way, they 
can communicate with the flight 
attendant early, get early access 
to any available closet space or 
find another nearby spot to stow 
the clothes.

Giardino said she went 
straight to the counter at the 
airport after going through secu-
rity to ensure she understood her 
options, and held on to the dress 
in a garment bag once workers 
started gate-checking bags.

Don’t count on in-flight 
closet space

Some airlines have closets 
where items can be hung. But 
that doesn’t mean your suit and 
ball gown will end up there.

“It’s important to note that the 
coat closets onboard are reserved 
for customers traveling in our 
premium cabins,” United said in a 
statement. “Sometimes a flight 
attendant may be able to find 
some available room in there, but 
it’s not guaranteed.”

Delta spokesman Drake Casta-
ñeda said in an email that, al-
though formalwear such as a 
wedding dress must be stowed in 
a Federal Aviation Administra-
tion-approved location, such as 
an overhead bin or closet, the 
closet is not guaranteed, “as 
wheelchair and assistive device 
stowage is the primary reason for 
these closets.”

Southwest and JetBlue do not 
offer the possibility of closets.

Garment bags are your friend
Whether the clothes are going 

in a suitcase, experts recommend 
putting them in a garment bag for 

How to fly with 
formalwear, wrinkle-free

Passengers Association President 
Jim Mathews.

“We have fought for many years 
to get something like this put in 
place, as it’s been kind of a major 
issue on behalf of our own mem-
bers and the traveling public,” he 
said. “It’s been a major issue that 
fares are ridiculously high 
throughout the Northeast Corri-
dor and inconsistently high and 
low elsewhere in the country.”

Although these price decreases 
will be seen across most routes, 
individual fares still depend on 
various factors, including how far 
in advance a passenger has 
booked, demand and seasonal 
price changes. Passengers are al-
ready able to see drastic price 
drops for various popular routes, 
as well as those with less demand, 
Hamlisch said.

“You’ll see most prices drop a 
bit across most markets, but 
where customers will see more of 
a drop is on Flex, which is a 
remnant of the Flexible system 
that was previously the most ex-
pensive fare,” he said.

According to one example 
Amtrak provided, a one-way fare 
going from D.C. to Philadelphia 
cost $18 for the cheapest Value 
ticket and $20 for a Flex option. 
That’s roughly $107 less than the 
Flexible ticket would have been 
priced under the old model.

The changes, Hamlisch said, 
build upon recent enhancements 
that Amtrak has launched 
through various initiatives.

Amtrak recently expanded 
Night Owl options, with some 
fares as low as $5 to $20 on trains 
that depart between 7 p.m. and 
7 a.m. And last year, Amtrak im-
proved its Share Fares system to 
allow groups of three to eight 
passengers to receive up to 
60 percent off their tickets when 
reserving together.

Amtrak ridership has been on 
the rebound, increasing from 
about 12.2 million riders in fiscal 
2021 to 22.9 million in fiscal 2022. 
That’s still a departure from the 
record 32.5 million trips recorded 
before the pandemic, in fiscal 
2019. Hamlisch said these in-
creases in federal funds have 
helped Amtrak modernize the in-
frastructure at their stations and 
trains, which in turn allows the 
corporation to revamp its fare 
categories.

These investments tie into 
Amtrak’s goals of doubling rider-
ship by 2040.

“Enhancing the customer ex-
perience is an important part of 
that,” Hamlisch said.

protection. The Transportation 
Security Administration agrees, 
“strongly” recommending pro-
tective packaging during the 
screening process.

Both West and Camp recom-
mend WallyBags, which are de-
signed for formalwear, include 
storage space for other items and 
fold into a carry-on size. Those 
can be expensive, however, and 
Camp said her experience just 
using the bridal-shop-supplied 
bag was fine.

Mike Cregan of storage acces-
sory company Butler Luxury said 
a cloth garment bag is better than 
a vinyl one, which can cause 
wrinkles in tight spaces.

Airlines say garment bags still 
need to meet size requirements 
for carry-on bags.

The drape-over-luggage 
approach

Although lucking into closet 
space is the ideal scenario, ex-
perts say another option is to fold 
the garment bag and place it over 
a small carry-on in the overhead 
space. Travelers will want to keep 
watch over the bin and ensure the 
item doesn’t get moved or 
crushed.

“You don’t want to fold it in 
half and put it in there and 
someone else puts their bag on 
top,” Cregan said.

The stash-in-bag method
At the Bridal Finery in Winter 

Park, Fla., shopkeepers have 
packed dresses for brides getting 
married in Italy, Mexico, Scotland 
and other destinations. Co-owner 
Tali Gallo said their go-to method 
is placing the dress inside a 
garment bag, taking the hanger 
out, removing as much air as 
possible and rolling it up gently 
to fit into a hard-shell carry-on 
bag. Take care not to roll the 
bodice if it has boning, she said.

Gallo said some brides have 
opted for a duffel bag or a carry-
on garment bag, but the shop 
suggests a hard bag.

“We just feel like there’s extra 
protection,” she said.

Cregan said that a suit can 
also be folded to preserve 
its shape — detailed instructions 
are on his company’s website, 
butlerluxury.com — then placed 
in a garment bag and suitcase to 
carry on. The bag should not be 
too heavily packed in that case, he 
said.

Use a steamer — or the 
shower trick

Folding and rolling can result 
in wrinkles, so travelers should 
unpack their garments as soon as 
they arrive.

Gallo recommends bringing a 
portable steamer and steaming 
the dress on the morning of the 
wedding using filtered water. 
Travelers should check with 
whomever they bought the gar-
ment from to make sure the 
material will tolerate steam, 
Camp said.

A steamer is a good idea as 
long as someone has experience 
with it and feels comfortable 
using it, Cregan said.

If not, they should use the 
shower trick: Hang the suit or 
dress in the bathroom, put the 
shower on as hot as it will go, and 
leave the garment hanging for 
five to 10 minutes as steam fills 
the room.

Get the clothes their own seat 
(or jet)

If there’s room in the budget, 
experts provided some options 
for splurging.

“One technique that’s even bet-
ter: … You have your own private 

jet, and then you just can 
do whatever you want,” Cregan 
said.

Perhaps there’s not that much 
room in the budget. West sug-
gested that, depending on the 
circumstances, such as a dress 
with significant heft, travelers 
might consider buying an extra 
seat next to them. They should 
check airline policies before do-
ing so.

JetBlue says on its website 
that its policy allows passen-
gers to buy an extra seat for 
a garment bag, “provided it can 
be properly and safely secured 
in a window seat by a crewmem-
ber.”

Camp said some brides from 
her Facebook group have 
done that with “the big poofy 
dresses that would not fit any-
where else but a seat.” She cau-
tioned that it was an expen-
sive option — but could only be 
necessary one way. By the time 
she was heading home from her 
own destination wedding, Camp 
was far less worried about her 
dress.

“I literally balled it up 
and threw it in my suitcase,” she 
said.
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BY HEIDI PÉREZ-MORENO

Amtrak has overhauled its 
pricing system by getting rid of its 
cheapest tier of tickets, but the 
company says investments in 
pricing technology will ultimate-
ly help it offer more low-cost fares 
to customers.

In changes the rail company 
announced in October, Amtrak 
said it was eliminating the Saver 
fare category to prioritize flexibil-
ity on cancellation and refund 
options.

The new system, which went 
into effect Oct. 25, consolidates 
the previous three-tier system of 
Flexible, Value and Saver fares 
into just Flex and Value options.
l Flex tickets allow customers 

to get full refunds and change 

their fares at no extra cost.
l Value tickets are eligible for a 

75 percent refund on cancella-
tions, but customers will not be 
able to make changes. That’s the 
trade-off for a lower price.

The new Value system is loose-
ly based on an older version of the 
Saver fare that gave customers a 
voucher for a partial refund from 
their original fare if they can-
celed, or charged a 25 percent fee 
to change the reservation. Three 
years ago, Amtrak began selling 
its popular Saver tickets as nonre-
fundable, which eliminated the 
option for customers to rebook if 
plans changed.

The changes to fare structures 
apply to coach and Acela business 
class, Amtrak said, because Acela 
first-class tickets and non-Acela 

business-class tickets already 
have fully refundable and flexible 
options.

“Everything we do at Amtrak 
revolves around improving our 
customer experience,” said Eliot 
Hamlisch, executive vice presi-
dent at Amtrak. “Streamlining 
our fare options will make it easi-
er for customers to find flexible 
tickets that work for them, all at 
much lower price points.”

Amtrak is a taxpayer-funded 
organization that receives subsi-
dies from state and federal gov-
ernments. Its pricing models are 
controlled by states, so it varies 
across the company’s three oper-
ating lines: the Northeast Corri-
dor, state-supported routes and 
long-distance routes.

Amtrak has been able to aug-

ment lower fares and upgraded 
services due in large part to a 
budget increase from the Biden 
administration’s bipartisan infra-
structure deal, which allocated 
$66 billion in federal funds to 
address maintenance backlogs 
and modernize trains on the 
Northeast Corridor. That repre-
sents the largest investment in 
Amtrak’s rail service since its 
creation in 1971, according to 
White House officials.

Amtrak has been working with 
states to expand the number of 
pricing models they can choose 
from. The more price buckets a 
state has, the better the chance 
routes will see a decrease in price. 
Some state-supported routes 
have allowed prices to be set un-
der a fixed flat rate, while other 

states and long-distance routes 
have offered five different price 
points. Some lines have offered up 
to eight different price points.

Under the new system, most 
lines have expanded their sys-
tems to choose prices from up to 
15 different fare models, Ham-
lisch said. A few states have not 
yet followed suit to their corre-
sponding lines, which Amtrak 
said is a work in progress pending 
approvals from agencies and 
partners.

Because of the added price 
buckets, Amtrak can offer fares at 
lower prices across its more than 
30 train routes. This will have the 
biggest effect on routes that have 
historically seen less demand, be-
cause there’s more of an impetus 
to fill seats, according to Rail 
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Amtrak scraps 
Saver tickets, 
but you might 

still save money
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Kevin Long, CEO of the camp-
ing app the Dyrt, has two favor-
ite layers he turns to for colder 
camping. On the cheaper end, 
the first is a simple balaclava — 
essentially a full head beanie. 
The second is the Airblaster 
Ninja Suit, a onesie base layer as 
epic as its name suggests. Being 
a head-to-toe garment — com-
plete with zippers, so you don’t 
have to take the whole thing off 
to use the bathroom — “it’s just 
amazing how much warmer you 
stay,” Long said.

For my trip, I took Uniqlo 
HeatTech leggings and a turtle-
neck, wool socks, a fleece neck 
gaiter that doubles as a head-
band, leather gloves that made 
me feel like a henchman, a 
Cotopaxi sweatshirt, two old 
T-shirts, a pair of jeans, a base-
ball cap and some underwear. 
For rain consideration, I 
brought an old pair of water-
proof ski pants and splurged on 
an L.L.Bean H2Off mesh-lined 
jacket and Blundstone thermal 
high-top boots.

And I was cold. I thought my 
layers would be enough, but I 
really should have brought one 
more, a bigger outer coat and 
the Randy Sun waterproof socks 
Cautivo swears by. “It’s nice to 

have an extra layer to keep your 
feet warm, because I feel like 
that’s like the first thing that 
goes cold,” she said.

2. A high-quality, insulated 
sleeping pad

After a few camping trips 
without a sleeping pad, I learned 
my lesson. And after a few more 
trips with a cheap, dinky one, I 
learned a second lesson: A low-
quality sleeping pad is almost as 
bad as not having one. So I was 
lucky that, earlier this year, my 
fiancé, Dan, upgraded us to an 
insulated NEMO one. Insulated 
pads are made with materials to 
prevent you from losing body 
heat to the cold ground, which 
“makes all the difference at 
night,” Cautivo said.

The NEMO, which we paid 
$140 for,  is way more expensive 
than I’d ever imagine spending 
on something that looks like a 
pool toy, but it’s been worth 
every penny. I stayed off the 
chilly ground and fast asleep all 
night long.

Long says better doesn’t mean 
bigger. He prefers full-body, wid-
er models that keep you about an 
inch off the ground.

“You’re probably going to be 
more comfortable than if you 

went and got a six- or 12-inch 
one,” which enable more disrup-
tive movement.

3. A snug sleeping bag liner
To beef up the warmth and 

comfort of a sleeping bag, the 
pros recommend sleeping bag 
liners if you’re not ready to invest 
in a nice bag. But if you are ready, 
Long swears by the Ascent down 
sleeping bag. “It has an extra 
layer over the top of it like a 
comforter that you can zip off 
and zip on,” he said.

But I run hot, so I was skepti-
cal about needing a souped-up 
bag or liner; plus, I’d already 
spent a ton of money on apparel 
and couldn’t stomach another 
expense. And I was already push-
ing the limit of my luggage.

I stewed in my mistake every 
night and wore all of my clothes 
to bed.

4. A Nalgene water bottle
Junke had an easy fix if you 

don’t have a sleeping bag liner: 
make heat.

“If you are cold and you get in 
a sleeping bag, you will remain 
cold,” he said. “The sleeping bag 
is simply designed to insulate 
what’s inside.”

That could mean jogging 
around the campsite or doing 
jumping jacks outside of the 
tent. He also recommended put-
ting hand warmers or a Nalgene 
bottle full of warm water in my 
sleeping bag. For the latter, 
remember that, although Nal-
genes can hold hot water with-
out warping, not all bottles are 
designed to. “Do not burn your-
self,” Junke added. “Make sure 
it’s warm, not scalding.”

5. Comfort food to warm 
your body and spirit

One of the easiest ways to 
make room in my luggage 
seemed like skipping a camping 
stove. I’d have to buy propane at 
my destination anyway, because 
I was flying.

Dan intervened when I told 
him that plan. Spending all day 
and night in the elements with-
out the comfort of hot food 
would be a dreary scene, he 
warned. Cautivo agreed.

“You want to pack a cooking 
system, so you can eat warm 
meals to feel warm,” she said. 
“Even just hot tea or hot soup 
before you go to bed brings your 
temperature up.”

They were right. Starting the 
morning with a steaming bowl of 
porridge and a cup of coffee was 
huge. Having rehydrated camp-
ing meals such as pad thai and 
dal, rice and spinach was much 
nicer than the pantry food I’d 
envisioned. Even the ritual of 
setting the stove up and getting 
the little fire going was soothing. 
If only I’d had the Ninja Suit, it 
would have been perfect.

BY NATALIE B. COMPTON

What you need
for cool-weather 
camping this fall

naTalie B. ComPTon/The WaShingTon PoST

Reporter Natalie B. Compton’s tent in Katmai National Park and Preserve in Alaska. The key to this trip was having the right gear, so Compton called some camping experts to get their advice.

SoPhie Park for The WaShingTon PoST

MIDDLE: Compton on the banks of the Brooks River. For cold-weather trips, look for materials that will keep you dry, such as wool, fleece 
and polypropylene. “And then, at an absolute minimum, have an extra set of dry base layers,” said John Junke, an active outdoorsman. 
ABOVE: Compton packs up her camping gear in the community kitchen area at Bear Trail Cabins in King Salmon, Alaska. 
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E
verything I read about 
camping in Alaska was 
intimidating. Wild 
weather that can change 

on a dime. No cell service. Bugs. 
Bears. Add in a wet forecast, and 
I was shaking in my (brand-new 
waterproof ) boots.

But smooth seas never made a 
skilled sailor, and camping isn’t 
supposed to be a piece of cake 
(that’s what glamping’s for), 
particularly in cooler weather. I 
had four nights of camping 
ahead of me and was going no 
matter what.

The key would be having the 
right gear, so I called some 
camping experts to get their 
advice.

For a successful trip in colder 
weather, “there is a lot more 
prep and a lot more gear you’re 
going to have to carry to stay 
warm,” said outdoor adventure 
influencer Isabel Riza Cautivo, 
who has backpacked in loca-
tions such as Iceland and Mount 
Shasta.

John Junke, an active out-
doorsman who has been work-
ing at REI for nearly two dec-
ades, assured me that the extra 
effort would pay off and that 
“there are ways to make yourself 
more comfortable,” he said.

In a perfect world, I would 
have unlimited backpack space 
and funds for the gear they 
recommended. If I wasn’t going 
to such a remote, uniquely chal-
lenging destination, I could 
have rented some key gear to 
make the trip more comfortable 
and to cut costs.

In short, I made tough calls 
and cut corners. My trip went 
great, and I mostly had what I 
needed. I also had regrets. Here 
are my takeaways on what I had 
packed — and what I wish I had 
packed.

1. Wind and waterproof 
layers

I was expecting temperatures 
in the 40s and 50s, with a mix of 
sunshine, rain, wind and mos-
quitoes. That meant I needed 
layers to protect against el-
ements and enemies.

Junke said exactly what 
kind of layers depends on your 
body type and trip activities. 
If you’ll be doing a ton of 
hiking or biking, or if you run 
hot naturally, “the best thing 
you can do is [wear] moisture-
wicking clothing,” he said. “No 
cotton, because cotton will ab-
sorb moisture and not release 
it.”

Look for materials that will 
keep you dry, such as wool, 
fleece and polypropylene. “And 
then, at an absolute minimum, 
have an extra set of dry base 
layers,” Junke added. You’ll 
thank yourself when you have a 
cozy backup at the end of the 
day.
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BY AMANDA FINNEGAN

The first sign of trouble on our 
family trip to Italy was at a draw-
bridge in Delaware.

My brother and his girlfriend 
were aboard an Amtrak train from 
D.C. to Newark to meet my parents 
for a flight when they hit an hours-
long delay: A yacht club had re-
quested the bridge be held open 
for an event. They missed their 
flight, forcing my parents to travel 
alone on their first trip to Europe 
— something we had planned me-
ticulously to avoid.

Meanwhile, in Italy, my boy-
friend and I were driving a rental 
car to the Rome airport on an 
almost flat tire. White-knuckled 
and holding my breath, I began to 
question everything about the 
trip. Had we taken on way too 
many logistics? Would my family 
of six still love one another at the 
end? It was far from the idyllic 
start I had envisioned: easy flights, 
refreshed travelers embracing one 
another at the airport, carbonara 
for lunch together on a piazza in 
Rome.

Multigenerational family trips 
can bring some of life’s most cher-
ished moments — but also some of 
its most stressful. You’re wran-
gling various levels of stamina, 
budgets, interests and eating pref-
erences, not to mention trying to 
get everyone to one place.

“At the end of the day, it’s not 
your personal trip,” said Lauren 
Doyle, president of the Raleigh, 
N.C.-based agency the Travel 
Mechanic.

My family has taken dozens of 
trips together, but this was by far 
our most logistically challenging. 
We came away with many lessons, 
including how much we actually 
enjoy traveling together.

1. Set realistic expectations
Doyle says the first thing she 

does when planning a trip for a 
group is to get someone represent-
ing every age group to identify 
their goal for the trip. There are 
often multiple group chats or 
email threads happening at once, 
she said, so getting everyone on 
the same page is key.

“What do you want to accom-
plish? And then work backward 
from there. Is it a villa experience? 
Is it about researching family his-
tory?” Doyle said.

Sandra Weinacht, who co-owns 
the tour company Inside Europe 
Travel Experiences, said her first 
rule is to be brutally honest about 
your group. Your family members 
aren’t suddenly going to be new 
people on vacation.

“If you know your sister doesn’t 
get out of bed before 11 a.m., don’t 
think she’s going to get out of bed 
earlier on that trip,” Weinacht 
said.

My very wise younger brother 
said to me in the weeks before, 
“I’m prioritizing relationships on 
this trip,” and it really stuck with 

me. We’d probably never be back 
in this place as a family again, and 
making the most of it for our par-
ents was our joint goal. Did I need 
to see the Colosseum again? No, 
but seeing it as a family was im-
portant.

2. Figure out a budget 
and who’s paying

Just because your mom and dad 
are on the trip doesn’t mean 
you’ve suddenly become a child 
again. Set clear expectations on 
what you’re willing to spend and 
who’s paying for what.

“Planning ahead and really 
thinking about how much money 
we have saved and who is paying is 
an important piece of planning,” 
Doyle said.

In addition to booking most of 
our accommodations and tours, I 
suggested we designate my credit 
card for expenses. (Selfishly, I 
wanted the points.) My goal was to 
eliminate the dance at the end of 
every meal about who was paying; 
plus, check-splitting is not a thing 
in the majority of Europe. I kept 
track of expenses and told every-
one what they owed when we got 
back home. We were actually sur-
prised at how little we spent.

Doyle also suggests budgeting 
for travel insurance. “Because 
there are so many people [on your 
trip] and it can be so expensive, 
travel insurance is important, es-
pecially when you have kids or 
elders who might get sick.”

Depending on the size of your 
group, both Doyle and Weinacht 
suggested private experiences, 
such as hiring a driver or a guide 

who can coordinate your plans. 
The price could range from about 
$200 to $500 a day, but, split 
among 10 people, it’s a minimal 
cost for the benefits.

“It’s a nanny for the grandpar-
ents or aunt. After running 
around all day, they’re just done,” 
Weinacht said.

3. Find accommodations 
that suit everyone

If people aren’t sleeping well, 
it’s sure to creep into other aspects 
of the trip, Doyle said. So make 
sure you find a rental with enough 
beds (no one wants the couch) or a 
hotel with enough rooms if you 
know sleeping under one roof will 
cause conflict.

“Making sure you find accom-
modations that fit everyone’s 
needs is really important, espe-
cially when you are dealing with 
babies or people with mobility is-
sues,” Doyle said.

Weinacht suggests finding 
somewhere to stay close to the 
center of the action to make things 
easier for a group. Although stay-
ing farther out could save you a 
few dollars, it may not be worth 
the hassle or cost if you’ll have to 
coordinate transportation for ev-
eryone. You want your grandma to 
be able to get a cup of coffee at a 
next-door cafe or for your sister to 
put the little ones down for a nap 
after an activity.

4. Break from the group 
for meals

Not every meal needs to be eat-
en together on a family trip. In 
fact, both Weinacht and Doyle ad-
vise against it.

“Food is a huge thing people 
fight over,” Doyle said. She sug-
gests picking one “dining experi-
ence” for your trip, whether that’s 
a cooking class, a dinner with a 
view or bringing a private chef to 
the house. It takes the guesswork 
out of at least one night and brings 
people together. Doyle said she 
always builds breakfast into pack-
ages for her clients, because it’s 
one less thing to think about in the 
morning.

I learned on our trip that adven-
turous eating varied on my family’s 
list of priorities. Some occasionally 
wanted the comforts of home; oth-
ers wanted to try a restaurant 
they’d been seeing on a list. And all 
of those things are okay. We made it 
a priority to come together for din-
ner each night, which we rotated in 
picking. Before the trip, I created a 
guide for each city on Apple Maps, 
which allowed us to each add res-
taurants we were interested in and 
to see what would be near points of 
interest.

As European cities flood with 
tourists, the idea of just popping 
into a popular restaurant and get-
ting a table is a fairy tale. And with 
a big group, forget it.

Weinacht suggests making sev-
eral reservations per night and 
mixing it up between casual and 

fine dining — with one caveat.
“If it’s 4 p.m. and you know you 

are going to be too tired to make it, 
cancel,” Weinacht said, noting that 
not canceling has become a bad 
habit of tourists during the “re-
venge travel” era.

5. Build in alone time
We set aside “alone” time on our 

trip in big and small ways. First, 
we knew everyone had different 
bucket-list stops. I wanted to go to 
Sicily; my brother wanted to see 
the Amalfi Coast. Plus, there was 
no way we could tackle all our 
goals on our PTO and financial 
budgets.

So we bookended our trip with 
our own agendas: My boyfriend 
and I toured Sicily while my family 
would arrive a week later to do 
Rome, Tuscany and Florence to-
gether. We then escorted my par-
ents back home while my brother 
and his girlfriend headed south. 
Everyone accomplished what they 
wanted.

We also planned a few hours of 
alone time for everyone each day. 
As Weinacht noted: “Having that 
time apart brings you closer, be-
cause you come back together and 
share those moments with each 
other.”

Doyle said building in time for 
everyone to acclimate or decom-
press, especially on a trip abroad, 
is essential. She suggests having a 
“down day” to make sure everyone 
gets on the time zone or relaxes 
before a long travel day home.

Travel can be exhausting. Fam-
ily can be exhausting. So don’t 
forget to build in buffer time at 
home, too.

“When you get back from one of 
these multigenerational trips, you 
may be tired from all the people. … 
Easing into a trip or out is impor-
tant and should not be underesti-
mated,” Doyle said.

6. Don’t overplan
When you have so little time in a 

place, your knee-jerk reaction is to 
jam in as much as you can. Who 
knows whether you’ll ever be 
back? As someone who loves a 
plan, I had to resist this urge.

“I always tell clients, ‘Yes, you 
can be a Type A planner, but you do 
not want to overplan on a multi-
generational trip,’” Doyle said.

That’s because these types of 
trips tend to be slower-paced, she 
said. You may be traveling with 
elderly family members or kids, 
and their needs are different.

We built our itineraries around 
one big activity for the day and left 
the rest open for dining and wan-
dering. In these moments, I found 
a discount luxury store where I 
bought a sweater in Siena, and my 
brother found a great view of Flor-
ence from a public library.

“You need time for those seren-
dipitous moments,” Weinacht 
said. “Leaving more time for your-
self doesn’t mean you are going to 
do less.”

Family trips can be a blessing — if you plan correctly

AmAndA FinnegAn/The WAshingTon PosT

Author Amanda Finnegan’s  family watches the sun set over Florence. Their group  set aside “alone” 
time in big and small ways, with the family coming together for Rome, Tuscany and Florence.

AmAndA FinnegAn/The WAshingTon PosT

Finnegan’s   family walks through the streets of Siena. “Making 
sure you find accommodations that fit everyone’s needs is really 
important, especially when you are dealing with babies or people 
with mobility issues,”  says Lauren Doyle of  the Travel Mechanic.
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debate on “The View.”
it’s all so silly. My best friend’s husband

took her to Wendy’s on their first date.
They’ve been married 33 years.

But all this talk about first-date
restaurants has provided an opening for a
conversation on what really matters.

When dating, you should be looking for
relationship red flags that might make you
financially incompatible. Here’s mine:

1. Having debt is no big deal
i was on a first date in my early 20s when i

thought i had found my person.
The evening was going so well. The

SEE sinGletary ON G2

first date.
And yes, you know already, outrage

ensued.
Cheesecake Factory took the top spot on

the now-famous list, and fans pounced.
“Ain’t nothing wrong with the Cheesecake

Factory,” Stephen A. Smith, co-host of “First
Take” on ESPN, ranted on his YouTube show.

The dubious distinction also went to
Applebee’s, Chili’s, Chipotle and Olive
Garden. Some restaurants that skirted scorn
rejoiced.

“We’re in the clear,” Shake Shack wrote in
an instagram comment.

The list was a hot topic on the “Breakfast
Club” syndicated radio show and came up for

This month, i will celebrate 32
years of marriage.

But before i got married, i
had some telling dates that
helped crystallize what i
wanted in a mate. i learned to
watch for relevant red flags.

Of the traits that were
important to me in a future
spouse, none had anything to
do with the kind of car he
drove, the clothes he wore or

where he took me out.
Which brings us to a now-viral Facebook

post, involving a trucker and a list of 30
places women allegedly don’t want to go on a

Cheesecake Factory? Here are real dating red flags.

Michelle
Singletary
The Color
of Money

DEparTmEnT of DaTa

the native American population exploded, the
census shows. but why? G3
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The mysterious struc-
tures appear on the out-
skirts of town with
strange frequency: a re-
creation of Willy Won-
ka’s chocolate factory, a
10-story video game
monster, giant domi-
noes. And then there are
the earthshaking explo-
sions, which have be-
come so common that county
officials distribute “plannedpyro-
technics” notices over email and
Facebook instructing home-
owners not to call the police.

But living in the same town as
YouTube mega-celebrity Jimmy

BY DREW HARWELL AND TAYLOR LORENZ
iN GREENViLLE, N.C.

CoLLAgE by EmmA KumEr/thE WAShington PoSt

BY TAYLOR LORENZ AND DREW HARWELL

T
he first blog appeared on the internet 30 years ago. Today, there are millions

of content creators producing blogs, vlogs, podcasts, video content,

newsletters and more, and online creation has become a major industrial

sector. On YouTube alone, creators support the equivalent of 390,000

full-time jobs in the United States, according to the video giant — four times

more than General Motors, America’s biggest automaker. More than 70 percent of

American adults under 30 say they follow an influencer on social media, according to a

2022 Pew Research Center survey. A majority of those young social media users say

influencers sway their decisions as consumers. The U.S. government does little to

measure or regulate this industry, so hard data about the sector is difficult to find. But

estimates suggest that online creation supports tens of millions of workers and attracts

hundreds of millions of customers. This year, Goldman Sachs valued the creator

economy at $250 billion and predicted that it would double to nearly half a trillion

dollars in the next five years. Here are some key moments in the rise of the creator

economy.

Fromblogs

to TikTok
,

the birth
of

an indust
ry

KLMNO
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The Creato
r
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A series examining the

industry of online

influence and its impact

on American culture,

media and power

Greenville was quiet. Then a local kid
became YouTube’s biggest star.

“MrBeast” Donaldson
does have its perks. His
company is always hir-
ing — for artists, clean-
ers, accountants, even
construction workers
with experience in build-
ing a haunted house.
And he and his crew
sometimes drop into lo-
cal spots to perform

their signature acts of stunt phi-
lanthropy. One waitress at a hot-
dog joint won a private island.

in the online creator economy,
Donaldson is an international
legend with more than 200 mil-

SEE Greenville ON G5 SEE creators ON G4

Donaldson

SArAh L. VoiSin/thE WAShington PoSt
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wrong.”
Watch how someone tips. Are

they overly pleased when leaving
far less than the recommended
amount, even with superior
service, arguing that companies
should pay their workers?

It’s not that they are wrong
about the practice of tipping.
restaurant workers shouldn’t
have to rely on the generosity of
diners, a custom that can be

had a tough time — a job loss or
illness — but is working to
improve their financial situation.

But it’s important to find out if
you’re about to get into a
relationship with an
unapologetic debtor, bent on
living beyond their means.

4. Bad tippers
my grandmother, Big mama,

used to say, “You can be right and

and history. And don’t just focus
on the credit score.

A high credit score (fICo
ranges from a low of 300 to a
high of 850) simply means
someone is good at managing
debt. It’s not an indication they
are a good person. A low score
doesn’t necessary signal a
pattern of poor money
management. Perhaps the
person has a thin credit file, or

Should today’s version be:
What’s your credit score?

You shouldn’t share intimate
details of your finances, such as
your income, on an initial date,
but stay tuned to later
discussions that indicate a
pattern of bad decision-making.

If you start to get serious, it’s
smart to share your credit report
and credit score as a way to
discuss your money personality

reply, and maybe apology, will
help you decide whether your
friendship can be salvaged, even
though you may never trust him
in a professional context.

But while your colleague is a
convenient target for your
embarrassment-presenting-as-
anger, let’s discuss the fine kettle
you have rationalized yourself
into: “Not . . . NoT a conflict”
boils down to “a conflict.” And
you clearly knew that going into
this arrangement, which is why

opportunity presents itself
again: “Hey, about that project I
was doing for you: I know I said
I was pulling out because of my
workload, but the main reason is
that my boss got angry after
learning about it from you. I
thought you understood she
wasn’t to know about my
involvement, so I’m puzzled as
to why you told her. It really put
me in a bad spot.”

It’s a simple statement of
facts, not an accusation. His

your arrangement. But I do
know that leaving things unsaid
and giving incomplete reasons
for your decisions is the
opposite of clear
communication.

When you backed out of the
project, that was your ideal
chance to find out what he was
thinking while letting him know
the consequences of his
indiscretion. maybe you were
too flustered then. But it’s not
too late to speak up when the

Karla: So you’re hoping that the
guy who did not understand,
remember or care to comply
with your explicit demand for
secrecy will somehow pick up on
an unspoken hint that he should
be ashamed of himself?

I have no idea whether he’s
forgetful, malicious, somehow
thought your boss was in on the
secret, or is actually sharing
ownership of his business with
an identical twin brother who
didn’t know all the details of
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you wanted to keep it on the
down low.

Plenty of people, including
me, have side gigs in addition to
their full-time day jobs. Some,
like me, do so with their primary
employer’s explicit permission;
others figure what they do on
their own time is their own
business, so long as it’s not
interfering with their work and
doesn’t conflict with the
employer’s interests — for
example, by benefiting a
competitor.

However, if you’re not going
to seek permission, you had
better be prepared to seek
forgiveness. Assume the worst
will happen and plan for it. If
you can’t envision how you will
explain yourself if (or when)
secrets leak, then that’s a sign
not to make the deal.

Your primary employer has to
take priority over any side gig.
It’s not “one” company, but “the”
company.

If you can’t afford to lose your
full-time job — and few of us can
— you need to put all your
efforts into rebuilding trust with
your boss and establishing
yourself as a solid, reliable
employee who can be counted
on to exercise good judgment
and ethics. That could mean
taking a break from outside
work or clearing any future gigs
with your boss in advance.

If you chafe at the idea of
giving up your autonomy to
accept side gigs, it might be time
to consider moving from full-
time employment to self-
employment.

It would mean having to
manage your own taxes and
benefits, but you would set your
own pay rates and choose your
own projects. Just be aware that
dealing ethically with clients is
paramount when your business’s
reputation rests entirely with
you.

reader: I work
full-time for one
company from
home but do side
work for others
with no conflict of
interest

A while back, a
colleague from
another company
asked me to do
some consulting

for him. His company falls into
the gray area that is not exactly
a conflict of interest — but not
exactly NoT a conflict of
interest. I wanted to help him
out, so I accepted with the
condition that I would be an
unnamed consultant and that
my company could not find out.

Well, he told my boss during a
Zoom call (which I was not on).
my boss called me and was
seriously unhappy because I had
not told or asked her first.

I have no idea why he would
out me like that. maybe he
wanted to be on the up-and-up
with my boss? Did he just
forget? on each invoice he
signed off on, I had written, “No
attribution to [my company].”

In retrospect, I should not
have accepted any role with this
colleague. I would say he is
untrustworthy, but maybe I am
as well for taking this role. Pot
calling the kettle black.

I have backed out of the
project, citing my heavy
workload, but I am going to run
into this colleague sooner or
later. We used to be friends, but
now I’m done with him.

I know he will ask me about
this, and I plan to tell him I
don’t want to say something I
will regret later. The unsaid
implication is that he should not
have said something he would
regret later.

Is that too much or too little
to say? I don’t want to come
across as bitter and petty.

What should I say to a client who tattled to my boss about my secret side job?

Work
Advice
KarLa L.
MiLLer

karla.miller@washpost.com

IsTOcK

If you have a personal finance
question for Michelle, please call 1-
855-asK-POsT (1-855-275-7678). her
award-winning column The color of
Money is syndicated by The
Washington Post news service and
syndicate and carried in dozens of
newspapers.

sexually exploitative, since
women dominate serving
positions.

But until tipping is eradicated
in favor of a high-enough living
wage, it’s part of the price of
dining out.

If your date grouses all the
time about the gratuity, it should
make you pause. miserly
behavior is not a good look.

5. Doesn’t like talking about
money

When dating, spend time
getting to know the person’s
financial backstory. How did
they develop certain views about
money?

Do they become
uncomfortable when the topic of
money comes up?

I loved that my husband felt
confident enough to say early in
our relationship that he couldn’t
afford to go on expensive dates.

We talked candidly about how
we each would contribute to our
outings. His frugality was
endearing.

People bring a lot of baggage
into a relationship. Unpack stuff
before you become deeply
involved. A spender and a saver
can live harmoniously, but it
takes a lot of effort and
communication.

Dating is an opportunity to be
discerning. Look for someone
who shares your values. Don’t
focus on meaningless things like
where you have your first date.

conversation turned to how
excited he was about paying off
his car loan.

my heart was full, because I
thought he loathed debt as much
as I did. I had found my frugal
soul mate.

He was fine and would be
debt-free soon. Yes, mama.

But by the time we were
served dessert, my date started
talking about how he planned to
immediately trade in his car for a
BmW. When I questioned his
decision to get right back into
another loan, one that would be
a big hit on his budget, he
dismissed my concerns.

He wanted that car no matter
the consequences.

Life is too short to worry
about money, he said.

He did not get a second date.

2. Overspenders
When back-to-back auto loans

don’t allow for adequate savings,
that’s a problem.

When dates bragged about the
stuff they purchased or where
they vacationed and I suspected
or knew their income didn’t
support their lifestyle, I was out.
And quick.

Conspicuous consumption is
not cute or sexy when it’s
unaffordable.

You have to know what you
can tolerate. If you hate debt,
don’t get involved with someone
who is credit card rich.

I didn’t want to be constantly
fighting with someone unwilling
to pull back his spending, to the
detriment of our financial future.

3. Poor credit scores
“What’s your sign?” was an oft-

used first-date icebreaker way
back when.

sinGletary from G1

MICHeLLe SINGLeTARY

So Applebee’s isn’t your ideal first date. But reckless spending sure isn’t sexy.
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BY ANDREW VAN DAM

F orget aboutMartin Scors-
ese’s “Killers of the Flower
Moon”:We’re pretty sure

themost anticipated debut relat-
ed to Native Americans this year
is amuch-delayed andmuch-less-
snappily named release from the
U.S. Census Bureau known as De-
tailed Demographic andHousing
Characteristics File A.
The report provides themost

detailed data we’ve ever had on
America’s racial and ethnic ori-
gins, including stunningly ex-
haustive data on nearly 1,200
tribes, Native villages and other
entities. We hoped it would shed
light on one of the biggestmys-
teries in the 2020 Census:Why
did the Native American popula-
tion skyrocket by 85 percent over
the past decade?
The number of Americans

claiming Indigenous heritage
jumped from 5.2million in 2010
to 9.6million in 2020, a stark in-
crease that probably was not the
result of good old-fashioned pro-
creation. Native Americans had
the lowest fertility rate of any
groupmeasured last year, rough-
ly tied with Asian Americans, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
We couldmake some less-

than-educated guesses, informed
by the observation that the rise
was largest amongNative Ameri-
cans claiming amixed heritage.
But The Post didn’t greenlight a
column called the Department of
Less-Than-Educated Guesses. So
we dug deeper.
We noticed that Indigenous

groups across the board were
muchmore likely to bemultira-
cial than other groups.We called
Brookings Institution researcher
RobertMaxim, a citizen of the
MashpeeWampanoag Tribe who
studies Native American data is-
sues. This, he explained, was the
legacy of centuries of forced as-
similation.
From the 1870s until the 1960s,

the federal government ran bru-
tal boarding schools designed to
assimilate Indigenous children.
Then came the tribal-termina-
tion era of the 1950s and ’60s,
when the government encour-
aged Indigenous people to pack
up andmove to the city. Under
the so-called Voluntary Reloca-
tion Program,Maxim told us, the
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
would terminate a tribe’s federal
recognition, “divide up the reser-
vation, sell it off to the settlers
and give the tribal members a
one-time cash payment and a
one-way ticket to the city.” It
broke Native social ties and led to
moremarriages to outsiders.
That heartbreaking history

helps explain whyNative Ameri-
cans aremore likely to have a
mixed heritage. But it doesn’t ex-
plain the giant increase in num-
bers in recent years.
At this point, it’s worth noting

that data about Native Americans
is unusually hard to parse. Cen-
sus relies on each person’s own
assessment of tribal affiliation,
rather than tribal enrollment,
and countsmanymore tribes
than have official federal recogni-
tion, resulting in a sometimes
haphazard system that, asMaxim
says, “leads to all sorts of wacky
results.”
So, for themoment, let’s set

aside the complicated question of
mixed-origin Native Americans
and take a look at the largest
group of single-origin Native
Americans in these United
States: the Aztecs.
The Census Bureau definition

of Native American is not limited
to tribes originating on the turf of
today’s United States. More than
20 percent of those Census calls
single-race American Indian and
Alaska Native have Indigenous
roots reaching outside our cur-
rent borders, including the Az-
tecs, aMesoamerican people
whosemodern descendants are
known inMexico as the Nahua.
In the 2020 Census, about

387,000 Americans claimed a full
background as Aztec— nearly 20
times the number reported in
2010. This improbable increase is
probably due in part to a quirk of
data collection. The 2020 Census
form listed Aztec andMaya
prominently as suggested Native
American origins.
Butmaybe it also provided a

clue: Could immigration from
other countries have boosted our
Native American population?
Probably not. From 2010 to

2020, immigration fromMexico
slowedmarkedly, and evenwent
into reverse. And after quadru-
pling from 1980 to 2000, the
number of U.S. residents who
were born inMexico fell.
Mesoamerican Indians like the

Aztecs are hardly recent arrivals.
In the earliest days of Spanish
colonization of what is now the
U.S.-Mexico border region, set-
tlers speaking Nahuatl, the Aztec
language, probably outnumbered
Spaniards.
“It is no exaggeration to say

that IndigenousMexicans con-
quered, colonized and evange-
lized the borderlands, sometimes
under Spanish direction, other
times not,” said Travis Jeffres, a
cultural resource consultant and

author of “The Forgotten Diaspo-
ra.”
The second-biggest Native

American origin in the United
States is the Navajo Nation. But
while it’s one of America’s top
tribes by land area and enroll-
ment, the Navajo population did
not grow as rapidly in the 2020
Census as Native Americans writ
large.
So we looked at the third-big-

gest group— and it’s a humding-
er and a half. About 215,000
Americans claim to be exclusively
“Cherokee.” And these generic
“Cherokees” outnumber Census

counts for all three federally rec-
ognized Cherokee tribes, none of
which are included in the generic
“Cherokee” total.
But the bit that really braised

our brains is this:While the num-
ber of people claiming to be sin-
gle-race Cherokee fell slightly in
the 2020 Census, the number
claiming to be at least part Cher-
okee skyrocketed from 770,000 to
about 1.5million.
That doubling dwarfs the in-

creases of other Native groups.
It’s like we discovered an entire
Alaska or North Dakota populat-
ed solely by newfound part-Cher-

okees. If we can pinpoint where
they came from, we’ve probably
solved thismystery.
We tracked downUniversity of

Minnesota sociologist Carolyn
Liebler, an Indigenous demogra-
phy expert who has repeatedly
delved deep into the data to
count the surprising numbers of
Americans who embrace new ra-
cial identities from census to cen-
sus. She thought she could put a
finger on the culprit.
“It’s definitely the Census Bu-

reau,” she told us via email. Her
research has shown that, yes,
people are adopting Indigenous

identities, and Indigenous people
are immigrating to the United
States. But that’s been the case
for decades. This time, some-
thing’s different. And it’s got to be
“very important changes in the
race question and especially in
the way they coded the responses
that they received.”
As we’ve discussed previously,

Census changed how itmeasured
race in 2020. Unlike in 2010, the
form provided a free-response
line for all races. If youmarked
White or Black youwere prompt-
ed to write a specific origin, such
as Russian, Alsatian or Haitian.

The bureau counted up to six re-
sponses andmatched them, by
hand if necessary, with their offi-
cial origin list.
Crucially, Census tabulated

your race based on the origins
you entered, not just the racial
box you checked. If youmarked
onlyWhite on the form but wrote
in “Scottish, Romanian, Italian
and Cherokee,” you’d bemarked
as American Indian and Alaska
Native as well asWhite. You’d
also show up as part Cherokee.
A broad definition of Native

American isn’t necessarily bad.
Many Americans with deep In-
digenous backgrounds haven’t
enrolled in federally recognized
tribes. But it doesmean the total
of 9.7million American Indians
and Alaska Natives includes peo-
ple who did not check that box on
the census.
Still, the Census Bureau didn’t

create this population of surprise
Native Americans. It just re-
vealed it with a change inmeth-
odology. And it raises another big
question:Why are there somany
Cherokees, out of all the possible
American Indian identities?
The unsatisfying answer

would be that a surprising num-
ber ofWhite and Black Ameri-
cans suffer fromwhat has been
uncharitably called “Cherokee
Grandmother Syndrome,” the
century-old proto-meme that a
dimly recalled ancestor contrib-
uted “Cherokee blood.”
Amore thoughtful answer re-

quires a deeper understanding of
Cherokee history. As a dominant
tribe in the American Southeast,
thematrilineal Cherokee used
marriage as a tool to bring out-
siders into their kinship system,
said Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Gregory Smithers.
That spun awide web of genetic
ties, andmay have ledWhites to
view the tribe asmore similar to
them in culture and appearance.
As one of the so-called Five Civi-
lized Tribes, they also thrived
economically. Their elites often
owned enslaved Africans, which
created a basis for Black Ameri-
cans to have Cherokee heritage as
well.
The devastating relocations

known as the Trail of Tears fol-
lowed by a century-plus of dis-
ruptive federal policies spread
them across the region. That his-
tory also led someWhite South-
erners to embrace the Cherokee
as fellow victims of federal over-
reach— though Smithers is quick
to point out it was often those
Southerners’ ancestors who led
the calls for Cherokee removal in
the first place.
Together, it all means that

Cherokee origins were pervasive
enough, and desirable enough, to
be smoothly passed down in gar-
bled family legends. In “Becom-
ing Indian: The Struggle Over
Cherokee Identity in the Twenty-
first Century,” University of Texas
anthropologist Circe Sturm finds
people who reported Cherokee
roots but actually came from a
different Southeastern tribe—
onewithout such high brand rec-
ognition that its name has been
attached to a top selling, gas-hun-
gry Jeep SUV.
The adoption of a tenuous In-

digenous heritagemay be a sign
that Americans are shying away
from aWhite identity that has be-
come an uncomfortablemark of
privilege. But there’s amore char-
itable interpretation, too.
“Most race shifters see them-

selves not asWhite people who
‘play Indian,’” Sturmwrote in the
Conversation, “but as long-unrec-
ognized American Indians who
have been forced by historical cir-
cumstances to ‘playWhite.’”
To be fair, simple geneticmath

implies that Cherokee and other
genes have probably spread far
andwide through the population.
Your number of potential ances-
tors doubles every generation,
causing exponential growth. In
10 generations, or about 250
years, it tops 1,000. In 20, it tops a
million. It doesn’t take long for
our fast-expanding family trees
to interlock.
Which helps explain why

American Indians often point to
concepts like tribal membership
and kinship bonds— not the ge-
netic links implied bymeasures
of race— as the bestmarkers of
Native American identity.
“It’s why somany people insist

that Native American identity is a
question of political citizenship,”
Maxim told us, “rather than race.”

The Department of Data craves
quantitative questions.What are
you curious about: A deep dive into
Native Hawaiians, Chamorros,
Samoans and other Indigenous
Americans outside North America?
Are government jobs in the United
States really more scarce than
they’ve been at any point since the
Great Depression? Is college really
getting cheaper? Just ask at wapo.st/
data-department.

If your question inspires a column,
we’ll send an official Department of
Data button and ID card. This week
we owe a button to Sadie Jo Smokey-
Crews in Phoenix, a citizen of the
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and
California, who asked about tribal
populations and enrollments.

DEPARTMENT OF DATA

Was there really a sudden
Native American population boom?

Instead, the increase came from a boom in people claiming partial Indigenous heritage, particularly Cherokee

Growth in select Native American groups

Native American origins, 2020

Share of county population from select tribal origins, including those of mixed origins

DEPARTMENT OF DATA / THE WASHINGTON POSTSource: Census Bureau
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The U.S. Native American population soared 85 percent in the past decade. But while many Aztecs and other
Natives come from abroad, that's probably not the reason — migration from Mexico has reversed
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creators FROM G1

1997-2005

Blogging takes o≠
The first easy-to-use tools for online publishing appear, allow-
ing anyone with light computer skills to share their thoughts 
with a digital community. Personality-driven blogs by young 
mothers begin to attract big audiences, while other blogs edge 
into the world of traditional media, covering news, politics, 
music, film and fashion.

1997
Jorn Barger coins the term “weblog” on his website Robot Wis-
dom to describe the list of links that “log” his exploration of 
the early internet.

1999
Self-publishing tools proliferate with the arrival of Blogger. 
Soon to follow: Movable Type (2001) and WordPress (2003).

2002
The ad network Blogads launches. By 2005, the company pro-
vides revenue streams to some of the biggest sites, including 
Daily Kos, Wonkette and Daily Dish.

2004
“Mommy blogger” Heather Armstrong, a.k.a. Dooce, puts ads 
on her blog, pioneering a revenue model for personality-driv-
en creators.

2004
Perez Hilton upends celebrity media with his gossip blog Pag-
eSixSixSix, eventually dubbed “Hollywood’s most-hated web-
site.”

2005
The White House gives a press pass to Garrett Graff, editor of 
FishbowlDC, a blog about Washington news media.

2010-2013

Money floods in
Technological advances supercharge mobile phone use, allow-
ing creators to easily record videos and upload them for a rap-
idly growing audience of smartphone users. Venture capital-
ists take note, pouring cash into multichannel networks, 
which offer YouTube creators services such as audience devel-
opment and monetization in exchange for a cut of their earn-
ings.

2010
Apple introduces a front-facing camera on its iPhone 4, usher-
ing in the era of the selfie.

2010
The first VidCon convention of video creators is held in the 
basement ballroom of the Hyatt Regency Century Plaza hotel 
in Century City, Calif.

2011
YouTube buys the multichannel network Next New Networks 
and adopts its practice of calling YouTubers “creators.”

2011
RewardStyle, later known as LTK, launches, allowing bloggers 
to earn money from the sales of clothing and other consumer 
goods generated from their content.

2012
4G broadband arrives in the United States, bringing faster mo-
bile connections. Smartphone use soars from about a quarter 
of Americans in 2010 to 92 percent in 2023.

2017-2019

Backlash and burnout
The election of Donald Trump as president turns a spotlight 
on social media and its most problematic content, including 
misinformation and extreme stunts by content creators. Cre-
ators, meanwhile, start speaking openly about the mental 
health costs of nonstop creation and the tyranny of social me-
dia algorithms.

2017
Advertisers flee YouTube — an event known as the “adpoca-
lypse” — after news reports reveal that ads are appearing next 
to xenophobic, extremist and offensive content.

2017
The Federal Trade Commission issues disclosure guidelines for 
creators, forcing them to begin labeling sponsored content. 
Ironically, sponsored content becomes a status symbol.

2017
The Chinese tech conglomerate ByteDance buys Musical.ly, re-
launching it a year later as TikTok.

2018
Big content creators across the industry burn out and break 
down, sparking a national conversation about the pressures of 
social media success and the incessant demand for content.

It began with a blog. Now it’s a $250 billion industry.

2020-2023

The TikTok era
As the coronavirus pandemic shuts down public life around 
the globe, people turn to their phones for shopping and enter-
tainment. Downloads of TikTok and Twitch spike, and views 
skyrocket for online creators of every stripe.

2020
TikTok becomes a mainstream social platform, amassing 500 
million users in five months, according to Sensor Tower data. 
It joins Snapchat and Instagram as the most popular social 
networks among American teens, according to Statista.

2021
Dozens of new apps allow creators to monetize every aspect of 
their lives, such as letting paying fans dictate how they dress 
or spend their time.

2021
Members of the mob that storm the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 earn 
thousands of dollars in donations by live-streaming the event 
on platforms such as DLive.

2021
Alex Cooper, creator of the sex-positive podcast “Call Her Dad-
dy,” reportedly signs an exclusive three-year $60-million deal 
with Spotify, the biggest payout by the service for a woman-led 
podcast.

2021
Silicon Valley pours $1.3 billion into creator economy start-ups 
such as #paid, which helps establish brand partnerships — the 
biggest source of creator revenue.

2022
Elon Musk buys Twitter. While many creators leave the plat-
form, others — mostly high-profile, far-right influencers — are 
paid to post on the app for the first time.

2022
Walmart launches Walmart Creator, described as “a one-stop 
portal … for creators to monetize shoppable products from the 
retailer.” Amazon also scales up its influencer program, as cre-
ators lean hard into e-commerce.

2023
Forbes unveils its second annual “Creator List,” with YouTuber 
Jimmy Donaldson in the top spot. Donaldson, a.k.a. MrBeast, 
is listed as having earnings of $82 million a year — and a fu-
ture seat on the Forbes board.

2014-2016

America goes viral
The wild growth of video apps like Vine and Snapchat — as 
well as the microblogging site Twitter — reveal the power of 
the internet to make any random person famous. But that 
power also begins to be weaponized, opening a bitter, new 
front in the culture war.

2014
Vine — which let smartphone users record, edit and post six-
second videos — becomes a cultural tastemaker, minting new 
memes by the minute and mainstreaming mobile video.

2014
“Alex from Target,” a 16-year-old working a cash register at a 
SuperTarget in Dallas, goes viral when a girl tweets his photo 
with a fire emoji. The teenager joins a surge of ordinary people 
who become instantly famous thanks to a social media post.

2014
GamerGate, a harassment campaign against women in the vid-
eo game industry that involved doxing and death threats, 
erupts, providing a blueprint for bad actors looking to use so-
cial media to attack marginalized groups.

2015
Live-streaming booms with the rise of video gaming site 
Twitch; personal live-streaming platform YouNow; and the 
Twitter service Periscope. Streamers earn money from fans 
sending tips.

2015
Musical.ly goes mainstream with the #Don’tJudgeChallenge — 
a trend that involves users tricking themselves out to look ugly, 
then revealing themselves looking attractive.

2015
The word “influencer” — a long-standing marketing term — is 
popularized as marketing executives shower money onto on-
line creators, having discovered their power to influence pur-
chases by their fans.

2016
Vine collapses as its large stable of video creators flees to other 
platforms, frustrated by the app’s lack of support. The episode 
showed creators that they should never be reliant on a single 
social media app and established the economic power of indi-
vidual creators, whose celebrity can now rival the biggest stars 
in Hollywood.

Illustration credits: Collages by Emma Kumer/The Washington Post; 
iStock; Charli D’Amelio: Jacopo M. Raule/Getty Images for Prada; Tinx: 
Photo by Craig Barritt/Getty Images for Tory Burch; Logan Paul: Cliff 
Hawkins/Getty Images; Juanpa Zurita: Hector Vivas/Getty Images; 
MrBeast: Phillip Faraone/Getty Images for Nickelodeon; Lele Pons: 
Roger Kisby for The Post; King Bach: Frazer Harrison/Getty Images; 
Paris Hilton: Jonas Gustavsson for The Post.

2006-2009

The party photo era
Nightlife photography moves online, propelling a new genera-
tion of “it girls” to cult fandom on blogs like Hipster Runoff 
and the Cobrasnake. Together with the rise of reality TV and 
viral video stars on YouTube, they transform the definition of 
celebrity, making it seem as if almost anyone can become fa-
mous.

2006
United Talent Agency becomes the first major talent agency to 
launch a digital department, signing up creators gaining 
prominence on the early social network, MySpace.

2007
One of the first gatherings of YouTube creators, 777, takes place 
in Manhattan’s Washington Square Park.

2007
YouTube launches its Partner Program, giving video creators a 
share of advertising revenue.

2008
Tavi Gevinson, then 11, starts Style Rookie, mixing runway re-
views with personal reflections and outfit photos. She is part 
of a wave of fashion bloggers recruited by major brands with 
cash and free clothing.

2009
The Station, the first YouTuber content house and an early col-
laborative channel, is formed in Venice Beach, Calif. Members 
of the group eventually birth Maker Studios, a multichannel 
network purchased by Disney in 2014 for a reported $500 mil-
lion.
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show about a capitalist dystopia’s deadly 
game show, he was blown away — not just 
by the sets, but also the intense amount of 
labor he saw off-camera.

Like 455 other contestants, the bar-
tender was given a numbered track suit 
and instructed to compete in a gantlet of 
elaborate challenges for a half-million-
dollar prize. He “died” early but still 
made $2,000 from two days of work, 
which mostly involved waiting, huddled 
in a giant crowd, as cameras and pro-
ducers swung into place.

“It’s crazy how much work goes in 
behind the scenes that no one even 
knows about,” he said. “Everyone thinks 
these videos — you just run in and they do 
it in half an hour. We were standing for 
eight hours just for the first day. And it 
went for a week.”

The stunt, which Donaldson later 
called the “craziest video we’ve ever 
filmed times 100,” has since become the 
most-watched mrBeast video, with near-
ly a half-billion views. for locals here, it 
also helped highlight how rapidly the 
company has grown. Donaldson has said 
the video cost $2 million to build and 
produce, plus another $1.5 million in pay 
and prizes.

To build its workforce, Donaldson’s 
company has posted job openings for a 
wide range of roles, including producers, 
web developers, 3D prop artists, thumb-
nail designers and YouTube statistics 
specialists.

Writers, one posting said, must “re-
search trends and tactics for retention 
against YouTube algorithm” as well as 
draft lists of props, challenges, prizes and 
punishments. Camera operators must be 
“willing to get dirty, run and jump to get 
the best shot.” one posting, for set con-
struction designers, said applicants must 
have four years of experience designing 
theme-park-style attractions as well as 
“excellent creative intelligence,” “HUGE 
time management skills” and the ability 
to “handle STrESS.”

The productions are closely guarded 
secrets; some residents routinely drive 
past plots of land where Donaldson has 
built sets in the past, trying to divine 
what might come next. on one of the 
plots, near some manufacturing campus-
es on the edge of town, construction 
workers in trucks and heavy machinery 
lumbered recently around three enig-
matic structures encircled with “No Tres-
passing” signs. one of the structures later 
appeared in a video in which Donaldson 
creates the “world’s most dangerous 
trap.”

His company has posted for a $25-an-
hour summer intern on the accounting 
team to help manage the company’s debit 
card, which it said makes 1,600 to 2,500 
transactions a month. for contract labor, 
“task force” members are hired at $15 an 
hour for on-call work assembling props 
and cleaning up messes after extensive 
shoots.

In the postings, the company says it 
specializes in the “foundational pillars of 
viral content” and offers recruits unspec-
ified “competitive” salaries, health insur-
ance coverage, company-matched 401(k) 
plans and relocation expenses. Employ-
ees, the postings said, have the opportu-
nity to work “endlessly to create the best 

working, miki ragsdale, the owner of a 
pastry shop, Aji, said she pitched his crew 
to come by and see how much candy they 
could eat. “Nobody got back to me,” she 
said.

The folks in Donaldson’s neighbor-
hood say their initial fears of a descent 
into madness have faded. medlin said his 
wife and two teenagers all now follow 
mrBeast on YouTube and sometimes talk 
about his latest video at the dinner table.

Donaldson has shared few details 
about who lives in the five houses, and his 
publicists declined to answer questions 
or make him available for an interview. 
The gabled suburban houses, with their 
dormer windows and half-acre lawns, 
give few hints of their unconventional 
status; one has a giant driveway with 
yellow parking bumpers for seven cars.

Neighbors say the homes seem to be 
used mostly by his friends and employ-
ees, and mrBeast job postings say new 
hires can use “company-provided hous-
ing for the first 90 days.” In may, after the 
New York Post reported on Donaldson’s 
home deals and some jeered that he was 
turning Greenville into a “company 
town,” he tweeted, “only I could get 
canceled for giving people a place to live 
with no strings attached.”

Donaldson spends most of his life at 
work, in a cavernous production ware-
house known as Studio C. In a video tour 
last summer, Donaldson showed off his 
apartment there with a bed, a weightlift-
ing bench and a refrigerator containing 
only yogurt, water and red Bull. He told a 
podcast last year that he had left the 
studio only once in the preceding 20 days.

“All I do is wake up every day and 
obsess over how to make the best videos 
possible,” Donaldson said in another in-
terview this year. “It’s the only thing 
that’s ever really made me happy.”

Wanted: ‘Can handle STreSS’
Adam Kenney’s roommate knew a mr-

Beast production manager, so when Ken-
ney heard last year that Donaldson was 
casting for a big stunt, he thought he 
knew what to expect.

But when he arrived at Donaldson’s 
re-creation of “Squid Game,” the Netflix 

wooded backyard, which Donaldson’s 
company bought for $680,000 in 2021, 
had been sold four years earlier for 
roughly half that price. “I wish he bought 
this one,” said one homeowner down the 
block, sitting in his open garage one 
recent day, listening to the rain.

‘Company town’
When Donaldson’s crew first moved 

in, the families and retirees of the subdi-
vision outside Greenville, with its picket 
fences and towering oaks, were instantly 
unnerved. food-delivery cars began ar-
riving at all hours, and star-struck young 
kids walked the winding streets with 
their smartphones out, hoping for a 
sighting of the YouTuber next door.

“The sightseers, or whatever they 
were,” said Buddy medlin, an insurance 
adjuster who lives on the block, “would 
crowd up everything.”

Donaldson already had a mythical, 
Santa-like reputation among Greenville’s 
grade-schoolers. At Sup Dogs, a hot dog 
joint where managers seat Donaldson’s 
crew at a reserved table on the roof so 
they can eat in privacy, owner Bret oliv-
erio said children in town for a recent 
Little League tournament peppered the 
staff with questions about what Donald-
son was up to lately. So had oliverio’s 
6-year-old, who also was a fan.

“I told her, ‘Would you want to meet 
him?’ and she said, ‘Yeah, but I’d rather be 
in one of the videos,’” he said. “That’s 
almost like every kid’s dream now: to 
make it big in a mrBeast video.”

Local college students were just as 
excited for a chance at Donaldson’s leg-
endary largesse. one worker rolling sil-
verware at the Coffee & Spice cafe said his 
roommate got $50,000 for tuition. A 
waitress at the China 10 restaurant won a 
car. “He’s like a one-man lottery ticket,” 
said ryan Hagwood, a recent ECU gradu-
ate who once won $1,000 by standing in a 
circle.

Some business owners in town have 
turned getting Donaldson’s attention, 
and free publicity, into an obsession. 
After seeing how a mob of children 
crowded outside a space near her hair-
dresser where Donaldson’s crew was 

video content in the world,” “stay cutting 
edge in an ephemeral culture,” and “push 
the limits of what was once thought of as 
impossible.”

To help supervise Donaldson’s filming, 
officials with Pitt County Emergency 
management, which covers Greenville, 
have asked pyrotechnics contractors 
brought in for video shoots to get permits 
for their blasts. They also distribute 
email and facebook alerts to let residents 
know everything’s under control.

many homeowners, however, never 
see the alerts, which in any case give few 
details. one July alert said a special-ef-
fects company called Cape fear Effects 
would be overseeing some controlled 
explosions behind a volunteer firehouse 
during three filming sessions between 5 
and 10 p.m., and that there was “no 
concern for public safety.”

But one resident in a manufactured-
home community half a mile away said 
the booms shook the pictures off her 
walls at 10 a.m., leading her and several 
elderly neighbors to walk outside, terri-
fied. “It felt like I was in a war zone,” said 
the woman, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because she worried how 
people in her neighborhood might react.

The blasts repeated half a dozen times 
throughout the day, as well as around 
midnight and just before dawn the next 
morning, she said. “my nerves were shot. 
I was torn all to pieces,” she said. “Imag-
ine you’re trying to sleep and it feels like 
someone is literally running a car into 
your house.”

randy Gentry, the county’s emergency 
management director, said “unforeseen 
delays” had forced the production to run 
later than expected and end around 11:50 
p.m. County officials, he said, had deter-
mined it was safer for the technical crew 
to proceed with the pyrotechnics rather 
than defuse them. (They have since 
changed the rules.)

Some former mrBeast workers say 
Donaldson’s perfectionism fosters a ruth-
less work environment. Though Donald-
son has rejected that criticism, he has 
acknowledged his workload can be bru-
tal: In August, he said he was “dying 
mentally” from filming seven days a 
week. “I don’t have a life. I don’t have 
work/life balance. … And I don’t recom-
mend it,” he said in a June interview.

The rumor around town, according to 
one ECU graduate, was that the average 
mrBeast hire lasts just 90 days before 
burning out. others defend the high-
pressure environment, arguing that a job 
with mrBeast has become as sought-after 
as a chance to work with a top Hollywood 
director.

“They’re so big up there. They can 
replace you so easily,” Kenney said. 
“That’s why they’re so uptight. They want 
everything to be perfect.”

Natalie Broder, a Sup Dogs server who 
used the $25,000 she won during a 
mrBeast challenge to pay her student 
loans and buy music-festival tickets and 
an espresso machine, said she remem-
bers the crew saying before her segment 
that they were in the 19th hour of a 
28-hour filming day.

“I don’t think it’s for the faint of heart,” 
she said. “But, I mean, you’re working 
with the number one YouTuber. You have 
to understand his drive.”

‘Blow things up’
A job with mrBeast is very different 

from a job with one of Greenville’s other 
major employers: Thermo fisher Scien-
tific (laboratory instruments), Catalent 
(pharmaceuticals), Hyster-Yale (forklifts) 
and Grady-White (fishing boats).

To find talent, Donaldson partnered 
last year with ECU to create a training 
program for people who want to work in 
the creator industry, which ECU called 
“an emerging leader of the global econo-
my.” The program will feature courses in 
“critical technical and creative aspects of 
producing content for YouTube,” though 
its start date has yet to be finalized, said 
Sharon Paynter, the university’s acting 
chief research and engagement officer.

Paynter said the course — which will 
allow students to earn a certified “micro-
credential” — is “aimed at training entry-
level workers to be successful contribu-
tors to creator companies on Day 1.” She 
cited an industry market analysis that 
said entry-level jobs in the creator busi-
ness start at around $50,000 a year.

“Every YouTuber is hiring people, and 
they’re spending like six months to a year 
training them. Whereas with this course, 
people can come out of the gate and 
already know the fundamentals,” Don-
aldson said last year in an announcement 
video with the university’s chancellor. 
“When they graduate, they can take 10 
steps down the road and come get a job.”

Josh Lewis, the president of a local 
economic development group, the 
Greenville Eastern North Carolina Alli-
ance, said mrBeast has expanded Green-
ville’s financial footprint: more viral vid-
eos means more local jobs, inbound 
flights, hotel stays, construction work, 
retail spending and tax revenue.

Lewis said his group is actively work-
ing to “grow the cluster” of local creators 
by touting proximity to mrBeast, as well 
as the budding local infrastructure.

“The vast majority of folks we talk to 
want to understand how they can scale 
this into a profitable venture where they 
can make a living,” he said. “We can help 
remove the luck factor out of the next 
generation of content creators by creat-
ing the ecosystem in which they can 
thrive.”

As for mrBeast, he said he’s become an 
avid viewer, if only to stay in the loop “in 
case there’s anything wild going on.”

“As we’ve seen in many of his videos,” 
Lewis said, “they like to blow things up 
sometimes.”

razzan nakhlawi contributed to this report.

lion YouTube subscribers, famous for 
wildly viral videos in which he pays for 
1,000 people’s cataract surgeries, stages 
his own olympics, tours a billion-dollar 
superyacht and spends 50 hours buried 
alive.

But in Greenville, population 88,000, 
the 25-year-old multimillionaire holds a 
different kind of power. Since posting his 
first YouTube from his bedroom as a 
child, he has become a one-man driver of 
the local economy. one regional develop-
ment official now ranks YouTube content 
creation among the town’s biggest busi-
nesses, alongside pharmaceutical manu-
facturing and the local forklift plant.

Donaldson’s contribution to North 
Carolina’s 12th-largest city now includes 
supersized production studios, a work-
force-training program at the local uni-
versity and a labor base of 250 contrac-
tors and employees. In one leafy neigh-
borhood, he owns five homes where he 
houses friends and employees — basical-
ly an entire cul-de-sac.

The mrBeast company’s impact on 
Greenville throws a spotlight on how 
remarkably conventional the online-in-
fluencer business has become, bringing 
jobs, money and opportunity to cities 
thousands of miles from Hollywood. 
Donaldson has reshaped this Southern 
college town and its rural surroundings 
into what some locals now call “Beast-
ville” — a small playground of viral 
spectacle centered around a huge, unpre-
dictable star. And the people have 
changed, too.

There are the local schoolkids who 
want to be mrBeast, or at least appear in 
his videos. There are the college students 
who want his freebies to pay for tuition, 
bar money and rent. There are the adults 
at local institutions — the hometown 
college, the county government — who 
work to navigate the eccentricities of his 
online empire, and the folks eager to land 
one of his weird, part-time jobs. And then 
there are the everyday citizens of Green-
ville, who are mostly befuddled by the 
whole thing — and, at times, scared and 
annoyed.

As the creator economy grows, more 
American towns could soon look like 
Beastville, either as empowered engines 
of hometown influence or as bewildered 
backdrops for the latest viral craze. one 
man here said it was like living next door 
to an “otherworldly presence”: an open-
air studio full of contestants and extras, 
where mrBeast is always the biggest 
draw.

‘Unlimited money’
founded on the banks of the Tar river 

in the late 1700s, Greenville first became 
known for processing and warehousing 
tobacco. In the 1960s, it became slightly 
better known as the home of East Caro-
lina University, a former teachers’ train-
ing college that now has 27,000 students 
and well-regarded medical and dental 
schools.

In job listings, Donaldson’s company 
tells recruits that the town is “widely 
recognized as the cultural, educational, 
economic and medical hub of Eastern 
North Carolina,” and local developers 
have started calling this part of the state 
the “Inner Banks,” riffing off the hot spot 
coastline of the outer Banks.

But Greenville is flat and landlocked, 
its miles of soybean fields crossed with 
strip malls and industrial parks. People 
spend their whole lives here without 
leaving, and some folks don’t quite un-
derstand why Donaldson is one of them.

“He could buy anywhere he wanted to,” 
said roger Peery, a cabinet builder who’s 
lived nearby for 27 years and whose 
brother went to school with Donaldson’s 
sister. “But he chooses to be here.”

In 2012, Donaldson was a bored 13-
year-old student at the Greenville Chris-
tian Academy, a small evangelical school 
on the town’s rural fringe, when he 
posted his first video to YouTube under 
the username “mrBeast6000”: a short 
clip of him playing the sandbox game 
“minecraft.”

He soon became famous as a wildly 
inventive, slightly obsessive online-video 
mastermind, first for his hypnotically 
simple stunts (counting up to 100,000 
over 40 straight hours) then for his 
dramatic spending sprees: “I Gave People 
$1,000,000 But oNLY 1 minute To Spend 
It!” “I Uber’d People And Let Them Keep 
The Car.”

“once you know how to make a video 
go viral, it’s just about how to get as many 
out as possible,” he told Bloomberg News 
in 2020. “You can practically make un-
limited money.”

Donaldson is now the second-most 
popular creator on YouTube, beaten only 
by India’s best-known music label. 
forbes estimated in September that he 
made $82 million between June 2022 
and June 2023.

Donaldson in recent years began par-
laying his internet fame into side busi-
nesses, including mrBeast Burger, a 
ghost-kitchen fast-food chain delivered 
via Uber Eats, and feastables, a line of 
cookies and chocolate bars now sold at 
7-Eleven and Walmart.

He also, with less fanfare, started 
snapping up real estate in the neighbor-
hood where he grew up, offering premi-
um prices for five brick homes near a 
senior center and an agricultural history 
museum and buying them under the 
name of a shell company to preserve his 
privacy, real estate records show. His 
mother — who has taken an active role in 
at least one of his business ventures, 
including helping execute the mrBeast 
Burger endorsement deal, according to a 
legal filing — still lives nearby.

The home-shopping spree became a 
source of local gossip and envy: one 
four-bedroom home with a sunroom and 

GreeNville from G1

MrBeast  brought jobs to his N.C. hometown. Now locals are part of the show.

Photos by  matt ramEy for thE WashIngton Post

The walls of Sup Dogs in Greenville, N.C., are covered in photos of student activities, including events with YouTube 
celebrity Jimmy “MrBeast” Donaldson, 25, who lives in Greenville and has become a one-man driver of the local economy.

IllustratIon by Emma kumEr/thE WashIngton Post

 Bartender Adam Kenney  made $2,000 
for two days’ work  in the MrBeast 
stunt based on “Squid Games.”

Sup Dogs server Natalie Broder used 
the $25,000 she won during a MrBeast 
challenge to pay her student loans.

Bret Oliverio owns Greenville hot dog 
joint Sup Dogs. Many of his workers 
have been in MrBeast productions.
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A JOBS

Accountant: Manage daily
operations of ledgers such as
payroll, billings, accounts
payable & receivable, project
cost allocations; Use account-
ing programs such as Quick-
books, Yardi, and Moraware;
Prepare financial statements;
Draft audit reports. 40
hrs/week. Master in account-
ing or finance req’d. Send
application to Employer & Job
Location: Petra Stone Inc at
2926 Prosperity Ave, Fairfax,
VA 22031.

Accountant: Prepare, exam-
ine and analyze accounting
records and financial state-
ments. Analyze business
operations to project future
revenues and expenses.
Report to management
regarding finances of busi-
ness. Develop, maintain and
analyze budgeted costs. Pro-
vide auditing services. Req.
BS in Accounting or its equiv-
alent, 2 yrs. of exp. as accoun-
tant, F/T, Salary $62,608.00
p/y, Job in McLean, VA. Send
resume to Wantanee Ketsa,
President, 6828 Old Dominion
Drive, Ste C., McLean, VA
22101. Tel.: 301-256-7114.

Accounting
Staff Accountant, F/T in
Vienna, VA with Lessard
Design. Min. Required: Bach-
elor’s in accounting or closely
related field, or foreign equiv.
Must also have 12 months
exp as staff accountant or
other role with financial
responsibilities.
To apply, send resume to HR@
lessarddesign.com, with the
subject line Staff Accountant
Opening.

Architectural Designer(s)

Dilan Construction, LLC seeks
Architectural Designer(s) in
Washington, DC to work
under supervision of a
licensed architect, assist in
preparing building programs,
analyzing existing site condi-
tions, evaluating building pro-
posals, establishing sustain-
ability goals, setting project
design goals, considering
geotechnical studies. May be
required to travel/telecom-
mute. Email resume to
am@dilaninvestments.com;
reference job code T4861-
00001. E.O.E.

Assistant VP, Public Relations
sought by Story Partners LLC
in Washington, D.C. Job duties
incl: Plan & execute integrat-
ed public affairs campaigns
that incl media, grassroots
advocacy, executive position-
ing, reputation mgmt, crisis
communications, & thought
leadership. Dvlp & maintain
effective working relation-
ships w/ clients, govt officials,
& national & local media reps.
Draft communications mate-
rials for clients & campaigns,
incl talking points, opinion
pieces, press releases, &
media pitches. Coord w/
advtg agencies to produce &
execute promotional cam-
paigns. Candidates must have
at least a Bach deg in Public
Relations, Communications,
or a rltd field & at least 2
yrs exp working in public rela-
tions. Must have at least 2 yrs
exp dvlpg overarching com-
munication strategies for
public relations campaigns.
Must have at least 2 yrs exp
monitoring & analyzing news
media & identifying trends in
public policy & public opinion.
Must have at least 2 yrs exp
drafting external content for
websites & social media &
internal communications for
clients. Must have at least
2 yrs expe utilizing multiple
tools & tactics to meet cam-
paign goals, incl sched'g
press releases & drafting talk-
ing points for clients. Must be
proficient in Cision, LexisNex-
is, MS Office, & TVEyes Media
Monitoring Suite. Please send
resumes to: debra.cabral@
storypartnersdc.com.

Find more jobs.

A JOBS

Assistant Manager (Chantilly,
VA). Assist mgr's daily duties
at a Korean restaurant incl
staffing, foods quality control
& customer srvcs. Monitor
inventory levels, orders ingre-
dients & supplies as needed.
Req'd 6 mths exp in job offrd.
40hrs/wk. Send a resume &
proof of exp to The Qui, Inc.,
13972 Metrotech Dr., Chantil-
ly, VA 20151.

C JOBS

Cleaner – Bethesda/MD - F/T
3 mos exp to prfrm cmbntn
of cleaning duties. Resume
to SJT Improvement Services
6701 Democracy Blvd Ste 300
Bethesda MD 20817

CONSULTANT
FTI, LLC: Senior Consultant-
McLean, VA. Responsible for
managing, processing, & ana-
lyzing information to develop
solutions for external clients.
Job req a Bachelor’s in Eco-
nomics, Data Analytics, Sta-
tistics & 2 yrs of profession-
al exp performing quantita-
tive & statistical analyses. Slry
$140,000-$155,000/yr. Send
cover letter/resume identify-
ing job code AI to
GMJobs@FTIConsulting.com.
No calls.

COOK - PREPARE, SEASON
& COOK VARIETY OF KORE-
AN-MEXICAN FOOD USING
GRILLS, OVENS & STOVES.
SUPERVISE KITCHEN, FOOD
QUALITY & INVENTORY.APPLY
TO: BEBOP 10730 FAIRFAX
BLVD FAIRFAXVA 22030

Customer Service
Specialist (Ashburn)

Provide information to cus-
tomers regarding cosmetic
improvement products and
services. Maintain transac-
tion records. Email resume to
Masud Baksh MD LLC
(masudbaksh@hotmail.com)

E JOBS

ENGINEERING
Lookout, Inc. has openings in
Reston,VA.
Product Mgr [Req #M020]:
Perf mkt res, dev strategic
rdmap, write det specifs
w/engg to dev cld-based
security platform fxs. 100%
telecommuting permitted.
Mail resume to: Lookout, Inc.
2570 N. First St, Suite 200,
San Jose, CA 95131. Must
include Req# to be consid-
ered.

Environmental Engineer:
Cond. engr. studies for water
& wastewtr., pump statns.
upgrade & main & sewer line
rplc. Assist in actvtes. reg. to
plan & design trans. & HYD.
systms. using AutoCAD & Civil
3D. Prov. sust. plan & cond.
cost-ben. analyses. Prov. GIS
tech. suprt., using ESRI ArcGIS
pro, on watere mgmt. prgm.
to DC Water. Perf. HYD. &
hydrological analyses, using
Win-TR-55 & HydroCAD, to
model movemnt. of water &
det. design crit. Identify env.
risks & dev. risk mgmt. strats.
for civil engr. projects. Ana-
lyze reprts., maps, blueprints,
othr. data. Fcst. water
demand using historical
water use data to dev. design
for watr./wastewater. facs.
Est. cost of matl., equip., or
labr. to det. constr. cost. Prep.
scheds. using project mgmt.
software, such as Primavera
P6. Perfrm. field wrk. to eval.
cond. of facs. & prep. reprts.
Part. in proj. meetings. Min
rqmts: Master’s Deg. in Envi-
ronmental engineering. 6
months exp. as Environmen-
tal Engineer &/or Water
Resource Engineer. License/
Certification in Engineer-in
Training (EIT). Must have exp.
with: water resource engi-
neering design computations;
preparing CADD-based
design & drawings; & check-
ing drainage, stormwater ero-
sion & sediment control engi-
neering design computations.
Must have exp.withMicrosta-
tion, WinTR-55, TR-20, Hydro-
CAD, HEC-RAS, and Excel. C.C.
Johnson & Malhotra, P.C.
(CCJM), 1025 Connecticut
Avenue, NW, Suite 1201,
Washington DC- 20036. Attn:
George Joseph.

C JOBS

Newspapers carriers
needed to deliver

The Washington Post
in the

DC,MD and VA area

Excellent part-time income
opportunity!

Transportation required

To apply, go to
deliverthepost.com

E JOBS

Executive, Brunswick Group
LLC, (Washington, DC). Advs
intrnl & extrnl clients on crit-
cal issues thru the desgn and
implmntion of globl primry
resrch, mrkt intel & mrkting
anlytcs prjects. Req’s a Bach
deg in Analytics, Mkting Intel-
lignce, or clsly reltd fld or
forgn equivl & 2 yrs exp in
job offered or related. Trvl
req. less than 10% of the
time. Salary range: $80,000-
$95,000. Apply for this job by
emailing resume to
uspeopleteam@
brunswickgroup.com

Education
Pre-School Teacher-Instructs
children in activities designed
to promote social, physical,
intellectual growth needed
for primary school in
preschool, day care center,
other child development facil-
ity. Plans individual/group
activities to stimulate growth
in language, social, motor
skills, such as learning to lis-
ten to instructions, playing
with others, using play equip-
ment. Minimum Bachelor’s
Degree in Education. May be
required to have certification
from state. Montessori Cer-
tification preferred. Multiple
positions available. Job in
Sterling, VA. Apply with Karter
School of Cascades. Email
resume to terri@karter-
schools.com or mail to 21290
Springlake Ct, Sterling, VA
20166 c/o Terri Orts. (832)
567-8082.

F JOBS

Finance: West Creek Finan-
cial, Inc. (dba Koalafi) – Man-
ager, Strategy and Analytics
– Arlington, VA. Grow & diver-
sify products & services into
new lines of biz, verticals to
operate in, & models of dis-
tribution & monetization. Job
reqs Master’s deg in Econ,
Financial Econ, Data Sci, or
rel field + 3 yrs of exp in any
job title performing financial
modeling & analytics. Alter-
natively, Bach deg in Econ,
Financial Econ, Data Sci, or
rel field + 5 yrs of exp in any
job title performing financial
modeling & analytics. Up to
80% telework permitted sub-
ject to approval from mgmt.
Up to 10% dom travel
required for biz meetings. To
apply, send resume referenc-
ing job code WCF101 to
recruitingteam@koalafi.com.
No calls.

Get career advice
from experts.

The local expert on local jobs

Find more jobs.

C JOBS

F JOBS

Financial Analyst
CoStar Realty Information,
Inc. seeks a Financial Analyst
to develop financial analyses
based on CoStar's financial
obligations for sales commis-
sions. Produce reports of
company obligations and
forecasts of commission pay-
ments. Develop statistical
reporting of periodical fore-
casting of CoStar sales com-
missions and other ad hoc
reporting. Design and create
yearly commission plans
based on analysis of sales
activity. Centralize transac-
tion processes and provide
financial resolutions and fore-
casting. Position requires a
Bachelor’s degree in Finance,
Statistics, Accounting, or a
related field, and 2 years of
experience with commis-
sions, sales finance and oper-
ations, contracts, and rev-
enue accounting. Experience
must include a minimum of:
2 years of experience with
ad hoc reports and analysis
for business unit heads and
executive management for
decision-making; 2 years of
experience with accessing,
retrieving, manipulating and
interpreting large amounts of
unstructured data using mul-
tiple source systems; and 2
years of experience with
account reconciliation, con-
tract negotiation, financial
planning and strategy, incen-
tive compensation systems,
Oracle, Power Query, Power
BI, statistical analysis, and risk
management. Job location:
Washington, DC. To apply,
please visit http://
costargroup.com/careers
and enter Job Code R32094
when prompted. Alternative-
ly, please send your resume,
cover letter, and a copy of
the ad to I. Zeng, Team Lead,
Technical Recruiting, CoStar,
17600 Laguna Canyon Road,
Irvine, CA 92618.

Food Preparation Worker
(Multiple openings) (Roongrat
Thai LLC DBA Khao Hom Thai
& Sushi) - Full Time Var OT.
$26,478.00 / year. Help cook
in preparing food by washing,
peeling, cutting & seeding
veg. & fruits. Clean, cut &
grind meats, poultry &
seafood. Clean work area. No
experience req’d, Jobs in Fair-
fax Station, VA. Submit
resumes to 5624 Ox Rd. #A
Fairfax Station,VA 22039.

Formulation Associate
Scientist

Guidehouse Digital LLC,
Rockville, MD. Collaborate w.
various teams to coordinate
formulation & stability stud-
ies. Req Master’s deg or for-
eign equiv degree in Chem,
Biochem, Biomed Engg,
Chem Engg or rel fld + 2
yrs rel work exp. Telecom-
muting permitted. Up to 10%
domestic travel req. To apply,
please email resume to: gh-
jobs@guidehouse.com and
reference:MD0012.

I JOBS

Taha Productions LLC -hiring
Ice Cream Truck Operator.
Candidate will Drive Ice
Cream Truck from Storage lot
to the designated St. and
vend ice cream as requested
by the customers. Annual
Salary: $41018. To Apply visit.
18 Magnolia Dr. Stafford VA
22556

RCube IT LLC has multiple
openings in Chantilly, VA,
Business Analyst: Anlyze,
imprve, wrk, create & use a
variety of data analysis. Com-
puter Programmer:Write, col-
lab, implmnt, create & updte
code libraries. Software
Developer: Analyze, plan,
prep, dsgn, assist & track all
coding changes. Sr. Software
Developer: Dvlp, resolves,
conduct, research & serve as
a task leader. Sr. Software
Engineer: Dsgn, dvlp, lead,
wrk & participate in product
planning. All positions req
trvl/reloc to var unanticiptd
client loc throughout U.S
w/expenses paid by employ-
er. Mail res & position to,
Dir., RCube IT LLC, 14101 Park
Long Ct, Ste. #S, Chantilly, VA,
20151.

Signature Commercial Solu-
tions, LLC dba Dexian Signa-
ture Consultants headquar-
tered in McLean, Va. has mul-
tiple openings for IT profes-
sionals to serve clients in area
& throughout US. Skill sets
needed: .Net Developers J0-
010, JAVA/J2EE JO-020, Busi-
ness Intelligence Analysts JO-
030, Oracle developers/DBA
JO-040, Quality Assurance JO-
050, SQL Server develop-
ers/DBA JO-060, Big Data JO-
070, Business Analysts JO-
080, Middleware Applications
Developer JO-090, Teradata
Developers JO-100, Android
Developers JO-110, Sales-
Force JO-120, Python JO-130,
AS/400 JO-140, Database
Designer JO-150, C/Pro*C
Programmer JO-160, Data
Warehousing Specialists JO-
170, Network/Systems
Admin. JO-180, Systems Engi-
neers/Architects JO-190, Dev
Ops Engineer JO-200, Tibco
Developers JO-210, IOS Devel-
opers (Mobile Application
Developers) JO-220, Web/UI
Developers JO-230 , C/C++
Developers JO-240, Manage-
ment Analysts JO-250, Mule-
Soft Developers JO-260, Peo-
plesoft JO-270, Data Scien-
tists JO-280, Ab Initio Devel-
opers JO-290 Hadoop Admin-
istrators JO-300, Archer/GRC
JO-310, API Developers J0-
320, Project Mgrs. JO-330 All
positions require a Bach. in
related field. Some require
M.S. All positions require rel-
evant experience. Sr. level
positions are also available.
Some positions may be WFH
or hybrid. Must be willing to
travel and/or relocate and
have authority to work per-
manently in the US. Refer to
specific JO#. Snd resumes to:
kayla.marcotte@dexian. com

L JOBS

Laboratory Engineer
Need Laboratory Eng. in
Wash., DC to provide eng.
services in supp. of civ. eng.
science & other. Rel. research
activities. Req. Bachelor’s in
civ eng. or closely rel. field.
Pref. skills include proficiency
with CAD software & exp.
Operating mills, lathes, weld-
ing equip., CNC, & rapid pro-
totyping gear. Use of testing
machines such as Instron, tri-
axial, and hydraulic. Mail
Resume to: University of
the District of Columbia, 4200
Connecticut Avenue NW,
Bldg 39, Suite 200A, Wash-
ington, DC 20008.

Search 20,000 
job listings 
by location. 

The local expert on local jobs

L JOBS

Law Clerk, Fairfax, VA Draft
& proofread briefs, legal
memoranda, statements of
issues involved in tax mat-
ters; conduct research on
laws, rules, policies re tax-
ation & analyze potential
effects on clients’ tax posi-
tions; generate legal briefs w/
analysis & argument in sup-
port of motions & appeals;
confer w/ attorneys regarding
various legal issues; partici-
pate in conferencesw/ clients
to collect & analyze clients’
legal issues; propose feasible
solutions to clients’ situation
& communicate w/ clients;
maintain & update case man-
agement system & keep track
of case status. Master in Law
(LLM) or Legal Studies. Fax
resume to Law Offices of
Sammy Kim, 703-995-0770.

M JOBS

Manager of Real Estate
Development

Manage and oversee dev
activities with focus on new
res and comml estates,
including proj id, proj feasi-
bility, fin analysis, and suc-
cessful transition of proj from
construction to ops. Min
Reqs: Bach in Real Estate Dev
or equiv. plus 3ys of exp in
mgmt. role in comml real
estate dev managing proj,
acquiring and managing real
estate dev investmts, &
assisting dev and growth of
real estate bus. OR Masters in
Real Estate Dev or equiv. plus
3ys of exp in mgmt. role in
comml real estate dev man-
aging proj, acquiring and
managing real estate dev
investmts,& assisting dev and
growth of real estate bus.
Based in Fairfax, VA. 15-20%
of travel required. Send
resume to alhusainy@pillars-
dgllc.com with “Manager of
Real Estate Development (VA-
3917)” in subject line. DVD
Management LLC t/a Pillars
Development Group.

O JOBS

OI Manufacturing Scientist
Micron Technology, Inc. has
an opening for OI Manufac-
turing Scientist in Manassas,
VA. Job duties include: Iden-
tify problem and opportunity
solutions, design and devel-
op, test and deploy for sched-
uling and automation sys-
tems. Develop technology in
Industrial Engineering and
Operations Research to
define new BKM for OI sys-
tems. To apply, visit
Micron.com/Careers. Search
by requisition no. JR42410.

P JOBS

PIANO REFINISHER. 6mos exp
reqd. Must've verifi exp, work
eves, wknds, holidays & OT
on notice. Shape, finish, &
refinish damaged, worn, or
used piano or new high-grade
piano to specified color or
finish. FT. Job loc in Beltsville,
MD. Send copy of Ad &
Resume to Rick Jones Pianos,
Attn: Rick Jones, 5209 Holland
Dr, Beltsville, MD 20705.

PROCESS ENGINEER
Micron Technology, Inc. has
an opening for Process Engi-
neer in Manassas, VA. Job
duties include: Ensure the
process engineering team
achieves planned output by
qualifying new tools and sys-
tem conversions. Identify
sources/causes of variation in
processes, yields, and defec-
tivity in the area and reduce
or eliminate them. Devel-
op/submit technical papers
and reports.

To apply, visit Micron.com/
Careers. Search by
requisition no. JR42395

Get tips 
and advice for
recent grads.

The local expert on local jobs

P JOBS

Project Geotechnical
Engineers (Job ID# PGE0918)
sought by DMY Engineering
Consultants Inc. in Chantilly,
VA: Complete projects w/in
budget, scope, & sched,
which incl but not limited to
dvlpg subsurface investiga-
tion plans, site reconnais-
sance, field supvn / coord'n
of subcontractors / clients /
owners / engineers, boring
log prep'n using gINT, labora-
tory testing & review, prep'g
figures & drawings using
AutoCAD & / or Microstation,
compiling & analyzing field
data, engg calculations &
analyses, & prep'g geotechni-
cal reports. Reqs: Bach Deg in
Civil Engg or Geological Engg.
36 mos exp in geotechnical
projects incl geotechnical
dsgn & analysis, & construc-
tion & testing inspection. Mail
CV w/ Job# to 4170 Lafayette
Center Dr, Ste 500, Chantilly,
VA 20151.

Project Manager. Responsible
for designing, and overseeing
the installation of telecom
equipment and facilities.
Designs and oversees devel-
opment and installation of
communications systems.
Must have Bachelor’s Degree
in Telecommunications Engi-
neering or Electrical Engineer-
ing or foreign degree equiv-
alent, and 2 years of expe-
rience on the job or as
Telecommunications Engi-
neer. Mail resume with cover
letter atWinmar Inc, DBAWin-
mar Construction, 1010 Wis-
consin Ave, NW, Suite 150,
Washington, DC, 20007.

Proj Eng (Civil Eng) Asst. in
planning, org, ctrl, intgrtn, &
cmpltn of eng pjcts. Req. BS
in Cstrcn Mgmt, Cstrcn Eng,
Civil Eng, & rel + 2 yrs exp
Email res. careers@dpr.com
with ref #VA-BC21176.

Q JOBS

QA Specialist I (Loc.
Rockville, MD) support dev. &
maint. of quality syst. Req. BS
or frgn equiv in Life Sc such
as Biotech, Bioinformatics, or
r’ltd.+5 yrs GMP exp. or MS+3
yrs. Dom. &/or intern’l travel
up to 15%. Apply to D.Droke,
HR, Charles River Laborato-
ries, Inc.,

Rockville-HR@crl.com

Virginia Urgent & Primary
Care, LLC seeks a Quality Con-
trol Specialist to conduct a
comprehensive study, gather,
and analyze data for quality
management, perform com-
plex qualitative and quantita-
tive research, document find-
ings of study, develop records
maintenance program and
ensure it is complying with
HIPAA regulations. Bachelor's
degree or equivalent in Busi.
or Mgmt. plus 2 yrs. of exp.
required. Job Location:
Springfield, VA. Mail resume
to Navdeep Mathur at 5501
Backlick Road, Suite 105,
Springfield,VA 22151

R JOBS

Pleasants Constructions Inc.
seeks a Regional Sales Rep-
resentative with strong sell-
ing aptitudes. F-T. Min. ed.
High School diploma. Exten-
sive regional and some
national travel req´d. Job loca-
tion Clarksburg, MD. Send
resumé to Chelle Davis at
cdavis@pleasants.org.

S&J Exteriors and More LLC,
a contracting and construc-
tion company in Myersville,
MD, seeks a Roofing Helper
for their Myersville location.
An applicant for the Roofing
Helper position needs no
experience. The duties
encompass ascending to the
roof for the purpose of repair-
ing areas that have been
impacted by hail damage.
Travel is required. The starting
salary is $23.56 per hour. If
interested, send a resume to
Sandvale@live.com with
Roofing 23 in the subject line.

Find a job.

S JOBS

SERVER. Prov. excellent cus-
tomer service to clients;
present menu with ability to
make daily food specials or
reg. menu suggest per
patron's pref. Take accurate
orders & pay & communicate
with kitchen staff for food
orders. H.S. req'd; verif. refs,
work O.T. weekends/holidays;
non-smoker onsite. Mail
resume to: A. Pradhan, ACJ
Clay Oven Indian Rest. 1170
W Patrick St., St. F, Frederick,
MD 21703.

Alpha Omega Integration, LLC
has an opening for a Software
Architect in Vienna, VA. Dsgn,
dvlp, enhance, tstng, Code
Review, reusable artifacts,
estimation of Enterprise solu-
tions using multi-platform
techs stack using web apps
using Java/J2EE, Oracle, &
compatible frameworks,
cloud techs, microservices &
Android app dvlpmt . Must
have Bachelor’s deg in CS or
rltd engg field. Must have 5
yrs of sr, lead, or SME lvl s/w
dvlpmt exp, incl: 5 yrs of exp
using JAVA/JEE dsgn pattern,
JSP, AJAX, JavaScript, HTML,
servlet, XML; 4 yrs of exp
dvlpng performance-tuned
stored procdrs & packages in
RDBMS, in particular Oracle
SQL, PL/SQL & modern dsgn
& architectural patterns such
as 12 factor app; 2 yrs of exp
in android application dsgn
& dvlpmt & dvlpng web svcs
using RESTFul & SOAP; & 1
year of exp w/ Test drive
dvlpmt & CI/CD tools like
Jenkins & using AWS Cloud
solutions & Infrastructure as
Code solutions. Must have
Agile & Cloud certification.
Qualified applicants (princi-
pals only) should apply at
https://alphaomega.com/car
eers/. (No calls). Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.

Store Associate (Waldorf,
MD): Prov prompt, efficient
& courteous cust srvc; drive
sales thru effective communi-
cation w/ customers; maint a
clean, customer friendly env-
iron in the store; ring sales
& maint cash control; perf
all regular cleaning activities,
& other tasks incl in your
job assigns, as well as check
merch deliveries from ven-
dors. Req’s 2 yrs. of exp as
a store assoc running a con-
venience store. Apply HR, Tej-
pal & Sons, Inc. 11575 Berry
Road,Waldorf, MD-20603.

Marketing Administrator
Computer Packages Inc., a
world leader in intellectual
property software, is seeking
a Marketing Administrator to
work at our headquarters in
Rockville, MD. Will train a high-
ly motivated individual, how-
ever some marketing admin.
experience and strong com-
puter skills are preferred.
Excellent salary and benefits
including fully paid health
insurance, tuition reimburse-
ment, visa sponsorship and
strong opportunity for growth.

Resume only to cpijobs@
computerpackges.com

Find the most
Washington-area

jobs.

The local expert on local jobs

The local expert on local jobs

Find more 
healthcare jobs.

S JOBS

Systems Engineer
We are looking for a talented
and experienced Azure
Administrator with SQL Server
and IIS administration experi-
ence, and programming back-
ground to join our team in
Rockville, MD. In this role, you
will be responsible for manag-
ing and maintaining our Azure
infrastructure, as well as our
SQL Server databases and IIS
web servers. You will also be
responsible for developing,
implementing, and maintain-
ing existing systems and
Azure-based solutions to meet
our business needs.
Responsibilities:
·Manage and maintain Azure
infrastructure, including virtual
machines, storage, & security
·Administer SQL Server data-
bases, including performance
tuning, backup and recovery,
and security
·Administer IIS web servers,
including configuration, secu-
rity, and troubleshooting
·Develop and implement
Azure-based solutions to meet
business needs
·Work with other members of
the Hosted team to trou-
bleshoot and resolve technical
issues
Qualifications:
·3+ years of experience in
Azure administration
·3+ years of experience in SQL
Server administration
·3+ years of experience in IIS
administration
·Bachelors Degree in Comput-
er Science or Information Sys-
tems a plus
·Programming experience in
Python, C#, Visual Basic or
Java a plus
·Excellent problem-solving
and analytical skills
·Ability to work independently
and as part of a team
Benefits:
·Competitive salary and ben-
efits package, including visa
sponsorship and relocation
assistance
·Opportunity to work on cut-
ting-edge Azure technologies
·Collaborative and supportive
work environment
·Opportunity for growth within
our company

Please send resume to
cpijobs@

computerpackages.com

S0115-2x4

Search our database of tested
recipes by ingredient or name.

washingtonpost.com/recipes

Recipe finder

Tech Jobs
Associate Director,

Software Development
DAI Global, LLC seeking As-
sociate Director, Software
Development in Bethesda,
MD: Develop and maintain
customized reports using
Oracle Report Builder, BI Pub-
lisher, Discoverer Administra-
tor, Discoverer Desktop, Dis-
coverer Viewer, and TOAD (for
ad-hoc reporting). Telecom-
muting is permitted. Travel
10-15% of time per year to
the head office located in
Bethesda, MD and/or other
unanticipated locations.
TO APPLY PLEASE MAIL
RESUME TO: Attn: HR, 7600
Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200,
Bethesda, MD 20814; and
please refer to this specific
Job Title and this posting.
EOE.

Computer/IT: CGI Technolo-
gies & Solutions Inc. seeks
Software Developer in Fair-
fax,VA (& various unanticipat-
ed locations throughout US)
to research, design, develop,
&/or modify enterprise-wide
systems &/or apps s/w. Job
req Bach deg or equiv in
Comp Science, Comp Info
Systs, Engg, IT or rel f’ld &
5 yrs in any job title involving
exp working with Informatica
& ETL, Python, & AWS. Must
be willing to relocate to vari-
ous unanticipated work loca-
tions throughout US.All offers
of emp are contingent upon
successful comp of a back-
ground check, which may incl
drug screen depending on
work assignment. Email
resume to recruiting@
cgifederal.com & ref job code
1191.

Computer/IT: CGI Technolo-
gies & Solutions Inc. seeks
Software Architect in Fairfax,
VA (& various unanticipated
locations throughout US) to
make high-lvl design choices
& dictate technical stds, inclu
s/w coding stds, tools, & plat-
forms. Job req Bach degree
in Comp Sci, IT Mgmt, Engg,
IT, Info Systs, or rel f’ld &
5 yrs in any job title involv
s/w dev exp using Python in
Agile environment. Must be
willing to relocate to various
unanticipated work locations
throughout US. All offers of
emp are contingent upon suc-
cessful comp of background
check, which may inclu drug
screen depending on work
assignment. Email resume to
recruiting@cgifederal.com &
ref job code 1121.
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Employee benefits offer essential, long-term support 
to employees. Designed to keep employees happy and 
healthy, employers also use these advantages to stay 
competitive in the job market. Employee perks are 
additional, non-essential incentives to boost morale and 
company culture. 

Here’s a look at the best of both:

Best Employee Benefits

Health insurance: Companies want theiremployees 
to be healthy. At a minimum, health insurance options 
should include overall health, dental and vision 
coverage.

Paid time off: The more time off you give your 
employees, the more focused they will be when they’re 
back on the clock. Paid time off includes mental health, 
sick, personal and vacation days—all necessary for 
employee well-being and sustained performance.

Family leave: Family leave benefits attract top talent 
and keep them around for longer. Not only does family 
leave assistance help caretakers maintain work-life 
flexibility, it improves employee loyalty.  

Retirement planning: Retirement planning and 
financial security promote peace of mind and employee 
well-being. It also provides a competitive edge for 
recruitment and retention.

Life insurance: Life insurance provides protection 
and security for employees’ families in the event of a 
death. This offers additional peace of mind.

Company equity: Company equity gives workers a 
sense of ownership. Offering company equity also is a 
great way to attract hungry top talent.

Family planning: Employees want the space to 
grow their families without judgment or question. It’s 
vital to offer comprehensive family planning services.

Mental health assistance: Employees who feel 
better boost the morale and well-being levels of others. 
Mental health assistance also improves productivity and 
reduces absenteeism.

Best Company Perks

Tuition reimbursement: Tuition reimbursement 
and student loan assistance reduce stress for employees. 
They also encourage continued learning while 
eliminating financial burdens.

Remote work and flexible schedules:
Most companies offer remote work options and 
flexible work hours to help employees keep a healthy 
work-life balance.

Training and development: Don’t you want 
to know your employer wants to invest in your career 
development? This excitement promotes engagement, 
satisfaction and retention. Plus, it’s a great way for 
businesses to grow, as well.

Employee recognition: Whether it’s awards, 
certificates, verbal praise, written notes or public 
appreciation—the benefits of employee recognition 

include higher morale and motivation. People who feel 
appreciated want to keep up their energy, and people 
watching want to earn recognition, too.

Childcare assistance: Offering complimentary 
childcare and reimbursements for childcare fees help 
parents stay engaged and productive. This perk also 
alleviates emotional and financial stress.

Wellness programs: Wellness programs keep 
employees energized and focused, and they also 
increase the value of employee health insurance. Perks 
such as gym memberships, standing desks, wellness 
retreats, meditation programs and massages keep your 
workforce healthy, saving money in the long run. Plus, 
wellness programs reduce absenteeism, illnesses and 
even burnout. 

Complimentary lunch: It’s the perfect opportunity 
to share a meal as a team or show employee 
appreciation. If your employees work in person, set 
aside time to go out to lunch and get to know each 
other. If your employees are remote, send stipends for 
food delivery services.

Home office budget: As remote work is 
becoming more prevalent, it’s helpful (and often 
more cost-effective) to offer the same supplies and 
tools that in-office employees enjoy but at home. 
Even a small budget helps remote employees stay 
productive and satisfied.

Discounts and rewards: This perk helps 
employers promote a specific workplace culture and 
lifestyle outside work. Offer rewards to support passions 
and offset living expenses.

Bonuses: They are a great way to show appreciation 
and incentivize motivation. Something extra can 
alleviate financial stress at home when provided 
alongside other comprehensive employee perks 
and benefits.

Bob Helbig is media partnerships director at Energage, an 
employee survey firm that is The Washington Post’s survey 
partner for Top Workplaces. The production of this section did 
not involve the news or editorial staff of The Washington Post.

The benefits and perks that matter most to employees
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Visit washingtonpost.com/jobs to view complete details and to apply to these and thousands of other listings.

washingtonpost.com/jobs

Washington Post Jobs’ Featured Employer
packages offer a valuable and unique way
to source qualified candidates. Become an 
FE today and leverage the power of Wash-
ington Post media. Contact your Jobs ac-
count rep and call 202-334-4101.

Washington Post Featured 
Employers are D.C.’s largest and most 
prominent organizations. They include em-
ployers across a range of industries, like IT, 
accounting, healthcare, and government, 
and are hiring candidates today!

To view a complete list of 
our Featured Employers’ job listings, visit 
www.washingtonpost.com/jobs. To regis-
ter online, create a job seeker profile and 
upload your resume visit washingtonpost.
com/resume.

Searching for talent? Join 
some of D.C.’s top companies on the area’s 
#1 job board. Washington Post Jobs has 
over 1.5 million registered online jobseek-
ers across a variety of industries, occupa-
tions and career levels.

This spotlight showcases a small sample 
of our Featured Employers, allowing you to 
learn about each company and some of the 
thousands of jobs they are currently hiring 
for. Check out the FE Spotlight each Sunday 
to discover new D.C. area companies.

FEATURED EMPLOYERS SPOTLIGHT

Adventist HealthCare
Healthcare–We are a faith-based healthcare organization, 
based in Montgomery County, Maryland. We are the largest 
employer in Montgomery County with over 6,000 employees! 
Our comprehensive approach to caring for our community 
includes three acute-care hospitals – Shady Grove Medical 
Center, White Oak Medical Center and Fort Washington Medi-
cal Center – as well as two Physical Rehabilitation hospitals, 
Outpatient centers, Imaging Centers, Urgent Cares, Home Care 
Services, Employer Health Programs and Physician Networks…

Laboratory Technician, 
Day Shift, Pathology–
Silver Spring
Adventist HealthCare and 
Capital Choice Pathology 
Laboratory seek to hire an 
experienced Laboratory 
Technician for our Pathology 
Department who will em-
brace our mission to extend 
God's care through the min-
istry of physical, mental…

Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA), Day Shift, 
Med/Surg–Rockville
Shady Grove Medical Center 
seeks to hire an experienced 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
for our Med/Surg Unit who 
will embrace our mission to 
extend God's care through 
the ministry of physical, 
mental, and spiritual healing.
As a Nursing Assistant…

George Mason University
Education–George Mason University is a university with three 
campuses, each with a distinctive academic focus that plays a 
critical role in the economy of its region. At each campus, stu-
dents, faculty, and staff have full access to all the university's 
resources, while duplication of programs and support services 
is minimized through the use of technology. In addition to the 
main campus in Fairfax, the university has campuses in Arling-
ton and Prince William Counties.

Global Faculty-Led 
Programs Administrator–
Fairfax
The George Mason Univer-
sity Global Education Of-
fice (GEO), is looking for an 
enthusiastic and energetic 
person for a full-time Global 
Faculty-Led Programs Ad-
ministrator for George Ma-
son University's customized 
study abroad programs…

CAP-BH Project 
Coordinator–Fairfax
The George Mason Universi-
ty Department of Social Work 
is seeking a part-time Project 
Coordinator for its HRSA-
funded CAP-BH program, 
which provides advanced 
training to a select group of 
MSW students. George Ma-
son University has a strong 
institutional commitment…

Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
Delivery and Transportation–The Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority operates the second largest rail transit 
system and the fifth largest bus network in the United States. 
Safe, clean and reliable, "America's Transit System" transports 
more than a third of the federal government to work and mil-
lions of tourists to the landmarks in the Nation's Capital. Metro 
has earned a worldwide reputation for security and architec-
tural beauty. WMATA is clearly the employer of choice for over 
10,000 area residents. The Authority was created in 1967 by…

Mgr. Cybersecurity 
Analysis (Cyber Services)–
Washington D.C.
General Hybrid Work State-
ment: This opportunity is a 
hybrid opportunity allowing 
for flexibility between virtual 
and in-person work subject 
to the Authority's telework 
policy. Department Market-
ing Statement The Washing-
ton Metropolitan Area…

Human Capital (HC) 
Program Specialist–
Washington D.C.
Location: Metro's New Car-
rollton Headquarters 4100 
Garden City Dr| New Car-
rollton, MD 20784 General 
Hybrid Work Statement: This 
opportunity is a hybrid op-
portunity allowing for flex-
ibility between virtual and in-
person work subject to the…

Dewberry
Engineering–Dewberry is a leading, market-facing professional 
services firm with more than 50 locations and 2,000 profes-
sionals nationwide. What sets us apart from our competitors 
are our people. At Dewberry, we seek out exceptional talent 
and strive to deliver the highest quality of services to our cli-
ents. Whether you’re an experienced professional or a new 
graduate, you’ll have the chance to collaborate with the best 
and brightest and work on innovative and complex projects at 
the forefront of the industry. Our commitment to excellence…

Traffic Engineer–Fairfax
Dewberry is currently seek-
ing a motivated Traffic Engi-
neer in our Fairfax, VA office. 
This position is an excellent 
career advancement op-
portunity for an enthusiastic 
and talented individual and 
includes flexible work hours 
and the ability for part-time 
telework. This position offers 
tremendous potential for…

Building Information 
Modeling (BIM) Specialist–
Fairfax
The BIM Specialist will sup-
port site civil and land de-
velopment business unites 
efforts including trouble-
shooting issues directly 
related to the C3D suite of 
products, document produc-
tion, and development of 
content and maintain…

Westat
Research–Westat, headquartered in Rockville, Maryland, near 
Washington, D.C., is an employee-owned research corporation 
serving agencies of the U.S. Government, state and local gov-
ernments, businesses, and foundations. We conduct surveys 
and program evaluations, provide statistical research, and offer 
related services. Our multiproject environment provides career 
opportunities in health, energy, education, transportation, the 
environment, human services, and the workforce. We combine 
the relevant research area expertise…

Field Room Clerk (Hourly)–
Rockville
Westat is seeking Field Room 
Clerks to join its team on a 
national education study. We 
are seeking energetic, self-
motivated professionals who 
are dependable, have good 
attention to detail, and are 
deadline driven. Responsibil-
ities:1. prepare and mail out 
over 3,500 hire packets…

Helpdesk Agent 
[Day Shift]–Rockville
Westat is seeking technical 
Helpdesk agents to work 40 
hours per week, Monday to 
Friday (available between: 
8:30am - 5:30pm) with the 
ability to support projects 
receiving requests for assis-
tance via phone, email, and 
voice mail. This important 
field helpdesk is critical to…

The Emmes Company, LLC
Science–The Emmes Company, LLC established in 1977, is a 
privately owned Clinical Research Organization (CRO). We are a 
public health focused company that is growing and adding staff 
regularly in many areas including clinical operations, data man-
agement, bio statistics, project management, and regulatory 
as well as corporate positions to support our project needs. We 
are committed to ensuring that our newly hired staff receive 
a positive virtual on-boarding experience and the support they 
need to effectively work remotely. Headquartered in…

Vice President, Total 
Rewards–Rockville
The Emmes Company, LLC 
("Emmes") is a global, full-
service Clinical Research 
Organization dedicated to 
excellence in supporting 
the advancement of public 
health and biopharmaceuti-
cal innovation. We believe in 
the power of truth, so much 
so that we…

Vice President, Quality 
Assurance and Compliance–
Rockville
The Emmes Company, LLC 
("Emmes") is a global, full-
service Clinical Research 
Organization dedicated to 
excellence in supporting 
the advancement of public 
health and biopharmaceuti-
cal innovation. We believe in 
the power of truth, so…

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
Associations–The American Speech-Language-Hearing Asso-
ciation was founded in 1925. It is a not-for-profit scientific and 
professional association for speech-language pathologists, au-
diologists, and speech and hearing scientists. ASHA is commit-
ted to the consumers of our services, the more than 42 million 
Americans with communication disorders. ASHA's mission is 
to ensure that all people with speech-language, and hearing 
disorders receive quality services from well-educated profes-
sionals. The American Speech-Language-Hearing…

Customer Relations 
Manager–Rockville
As our customer relations 
manager you will provide 
assistance to Speech Lan-
guage Pathologists, Audiolo-
gists, and those they serve. 
You will provide information, 
resources, and tools to our 
membership community so 
they can focus on supporting 
their workplaces and…

Digital Campaign 
Manager–Rockville
Valued. Be an important part 
of ASHA's daily email and e-
newsletter communications 
using Salesforce Marketing 
Cloud. Trusted. Work with 
a supportive and energetic 
team to produce mission 
critical email and e-newslet-
ters daily within Salesforce 
Marketing Cloud…

Fairfax County Government
Government and Public Services–Fairfax County, Virginia is a di-
verse and thriving urban county. As the most populous jurisdic-
tion in both Virginia and the Washington metropolitan area, the 
County's population exceeds that of seven states. The median 
household income of Fairfax County is one of the highest in the 
nation and over half of its adult residents have four-year col-
lege degrees or more educational attainment. Fairfax County 
also is home to an extensive commercial office market and 
is a major employment center. Fairfax County Government…

Access And Family 
Engagement Coordinator 
(Child Care Program 
Admin I)–Fairfax
This job opportunity is be-
ing re-announced. Applicants 
who previously applied for 
this job do not need to re-ap-
ply. Provides strategic leader-
ship and direction to staff on 
early childhood initiatives that 
are designed to promote…

Addiction Medicine Clinic 
(AMC) - Behavioral Health 
Specialist I–Community
Works at the Addiction 
Medicine Clinic (AMC) as 
the team’s intake coordina-
tor, providing outreach and 
engagement to individu-
als referred for Medication 
Assisted Treatment (MAT), 
primarily Office Based Addic-
tion Treatment (OBAT)…

Fairfax Water
Science–Fairfax County Water Authority (Fairfax Water) is Vir-
ginia's largest water utility, serving one out of every five Vir-
ginians who obtain their water from public utilities. Nearly 1.5 
million people in the Northern Virginia communities of Fairfax, 
Loudoun, Prince William and Alexandria depend on Fairfax Wa-
ter for superior drinking water. That's 1.5 million friends, neigh-
bors and family members. We don't need any other reason to 
demand the highest in water quality standards! Chartered in 
1957 by the Virginia State Corporation Commission as a…

Executive Office 
Administrative Specialist–
Fairfax
Under limited supervision of 
General Manager or Deputy 
General Manager (Executive 
Office), performs executive-
level administrative and of-
fice management support 
and oversees projects and 
programs as assigned while 
exercising considerable…

Junior Operator/Plant 
Operator–Herndon
Under close supervision of 
the Supervisor, Plant Pro-
duction or Lead Operator, 
performs routine operational 
and general maintenance 
tasks involved in the opera-
tion of water treatment plant 
equipment and facilities on a 
rotating shift basis. Examples 
of Duties Performs routine…

Alexandria City Public Schools
Education–Alexandria City Public Schools is one of the most di-
verse school systems in the country and we celebrate that di-
versity. Our students come from more than 80 different coun-
tries, speak more than 60 languages, and represent a rainbow 
of ethnic and cultural groups. They are economically diverse, 
but all are rich in that the residents of Alexandria are dedicated 
to ensuring that each and every one of them achieves success. 
The children of Alexandria have benefited significantly from the 
strong support of City Council and the Alexandria…

High School Assistant 
Principal - International 
Academy–Alexandria
The International Academy 
(IA) Assistant Principal leads 
the IA staff in creating an 
outstanding learning en-
vironment for multilingual 
learners (MLs) based on the 
core principles of the Inter-
nationals Network for Public 
Schools (INPS) model. The…

OST Support Staff–
Alexandria
The LINK Club Support Staff 
position will support the re-
quirements of the ACPS 21st 
Century Community Learn-
ing Center (21st CCLC) grant 
sites and the ESSER sites 
at various locations (both 
schools and community 
based locations in Alexan-
dria, Virginia. The LINK…

The MIL Corporation (MIL)
Government Contractor–Established in 1980, MIL provides inno-
vative cyber, engineering, financial, and information technology 
services to the federal government. Our subject matter experts 
help advance customer operations through proven tools and 
methodologies. Dedicated to excellence, service, and support, 
MIL recognizes that sustained high-quality service delivery is a 
critical contributor to our success. We are recognized by our 
clients and industry professionals alike for our integrity, dili-
gence, and expertise across our core service areas: Cyber…

RPA Business Associate 
(Robotic Process 
Automation, Associate)–
Chesapeake
Clearance Required: Public 
Trust. Education Required: 
BA/BS. US Citizenship: Re-
quired. The MIL Corporation 
seeks an RPA Business As-
sociate to support a fed-
eral government client in the 
Chesapeake, VA area…

RPA Business Analyst 
(Robotic Process Automation, 
Analyst)–Chesapeake
Clearance Required: Public 
Trust. Education Required: 
BA/BS. US Citizenship: Re-
quired. The MIL Corpora-
tion seeks an RPA Business 
Analyst to support a fed-
eral government client in 
the Chesapeake, VA area. 
Responsibilities Support a…

The Foundation Schools
Education–The Foundation Schools has provided psychoeduca-
tional programs for students since 1975. A variety of talented 
staff members is needed to ensure the smooth and successful 
operation of the educational and clinical programs at our three 
schools located in Largo, Landover Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
Our Administrative Office is located in Largo, Maryland. We of-
fer a supportive working environment, excellent resources and 
a competitive salary and benefit package. The mission of The 
Foundation Schools is to serve the special education needs…

IT Specialist–Largo
The Foundation Schools is a 
special education day school 
which delivers innovative 
school programs and sup-
port services for children and 
adolescents with emotional 
disabilities, autism spectrum 
disorders and other learn-
ing challenges. For over 40 
years, the combination of 
academic support…

Elementary/Middle
School Special Education 
Teacher–Largo
$3,000 Hiring Incentive. The 
Foundation Schools is a spe-
cial education day school 
which delivers innovative 
school programs and sup-
port services for children 
and adolescents with emo-
tional disabilities, autism 
spectrum disorders and…

AARP
Associations–AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan, social welfare 
organization with a membership of nearly 38 million. Our aim 
is to disrupt preconceived notions about aging, turn goals and 
dreams into Real Possibilities, strengthen communities and 
fight for the issues that matter most to people 50-plus and 
their families; such as health care, employment security and 
retirement planning.

Program Specialist–Denver
AARP is the nation's largest 
nonprofit, nonpartisan orga-
nization dedicated to em-
powering people 50 and old-
er to choose how they live as 
they age. With a nationwide 
presence, AARP strengthens 
communities and advocates 
for what matters most to the 
more than 100 million Ameri-
cans 50-plus and their…

Program Analyst–Seatac
AARP is the nation's largest 
nonprofit, nonpartisan orga-
nization dedicated to em-
powering people 50 and old-
er to choose how they live as 
they age. With a nationwide 
presence, AARP strengthens 
communities and advocates 
for what matters most to the 
more than 100 million Ameri-
cans 50-plus and their…

Capital One
Financial Services and Banking–We Don’t Only Think Big 
Things—At Capital One, We Do Big Things. You’re dedicated to 
your career. You deserve professional satisfaction and personal 
fulfillment. You belong at Capital One. Here, every day brings 
another chance to do impactful work that matters: helping 
millions of customers confidently manage their money, build-
ing stronger communities and delivering truly disruptive tech. 
You’ll give your all alongside some of the brightest, most resil-
ient people in the industry—and in return, you’ll enjoy… 

TripleTree - Investment 
Banking Associate–
Minneapolis
TripleTree is a trusted part-
ner for mergers and acquisi-
tions, recapitalizations, and 
strategic advisory services. 
As a leading healthcare 
investment bank, we are 
dedicated to continuous im-
provement…

Senior Associate, Product 
Manager- Retail Bank–
McLean
At Capital One, we believe 
great products begin with a 
deep understanding of our 
customers. From our earliest 
days, we pioneered the use 
of predictive modeling to in-
dividually personalize credit 
card…

Marine Corps Community Services (MCCS)
Government and Public Services–Marine Corps Community Ser-
vices (MCCS) is looking for the best and brightest to join our 
Team! MCCS is a comprehensive program that supports and 
enhances the quality of life for Marines, their families, and oth-
ers in the Marine Corps Community. We offer a team oriented 
environment comprised of military personnel, civilian employ-
ees, contractors and volunteers who keep the organization 
functioning smoothly and effectively. As a service-oriented or-
ganization, we never waver in our commitment to our Corps…

Logistics Inventory Technician–Washington D.C.
Provides the Logistics Branch (MRL) of the Business & Sup-
port Services Division (MR) support relating to Regional Dis-
tribution Center (RDC) inventory control. Assists in monitor-
ing inventory levels, works with regional inventory control 
specialists and installations to resolve troubled freight or 
other…

–

Tech Jobs
Computer/IT: CGI Technolo-
gies & Solutions Inc. seeks
Software Architect in Fairfax,
Virginia to make high-level
design choices & dictates
technical standards, including
s/w coding standards, tools,
& platforms. Job req Bach
degree in Comp Science,
Engg, Info Systems, IT or rel
field & 5 yrs of exp in any job
title involving working with
SQL. Must also have achieved
Pega Certified Sr Systems
Architect (CSSA) 5.0 or higher
certification. Full-time tele-
work permitted. All offers of
emp are contingent upon suc-
cessful comp of a background
check, which may incl drug
screen depending on work
assignment. Email resume to
recruiting@cgifederal.com &
ref job code 1249.

Computer/IT: CGI Technolo-
gies & Solutions Inc. seeks
Software Developer in Fair-
fax, VA (& various unanticipat-
ed locations throughout US)
to research, design, develop,
&/or modify enterprise-wide
systems &/or apps s/w. Job
req Bach deg in Comp Sci,
Engg, IT or a rel field & 5 yrs
in any job title involving Java
s/w development exp using
Spring including 4 yrs of
Spring Boot. Must be willing
to relocate to various unan-
ticipated work locations
throughout US. All offers of
emp are contingent upon suc-
cessful comp of a background
check, which may incl drug
screen depending on work
assignment. Email resume to
recruiting@cgifederal.com &
ref job code 1337.

Computer/IT: CGI Technolo-
gies & Solutions Inc. seeks
Software Quality/Test Engi-
neer in Fairfax, VA to debug
s/w products through the use
of systematic tests to devel,
apply, & maint quality stan-
dards for company products.
Job req Bach deg in Comp Sci,
Engg, IT, or a rel field & 5 yrs in
any job title involving exp with
all phases of the performance
testing life cycle. Full-time
telework permitted. All offers
of emp are contingent upon
successful comp of a back-
ground check, which may incl
drug screen depending on
work assignment.
Email resume to recruiting@
cgifederal.com & ref job code
1234.
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Tech Jobs
Computer/IT: American Col-
lege of Radiology seeks
Senior Application Developer
(Reston, VA – full-time
telecommuting permitted) to
develop & implement multpl
layers of software app & coor-
dinate w/ team on different
layers of app infrastructure.
Job reqs Bach in CS, or rel
& 3 yrs of exp as Software
Dvlpr, Full-Stack Dvlpr, App
Dvlpr, or rel. Email cvr ltr &
CV to recruiting@acr.org. Ref:
Senior Application Developer

DATAANALYST
RiskSpan, Inc. seeks a Data
Analyst in Arlington, VA to
identify, analyze, document,
and interpret trends or pat-
terns in complex business
processes using data analysis
software and technique.
Apply @ jobpostingtoday.com
Ref#62764.

Database Administrator
(Herndon, VA) Maintain &
troubleshoot issues of Mgmt
Spprt System (MSS) Integratn
Platfrm database & coord w/
externl vendr supprt fr data-
base operatns & modificatns.
Create & maintn solutn
design instrctns, knowldge
articles, & tech specs. Modify
& maintain MSS Integration
Platform security, recommd
proposd database changes, &
enforce users & group access
authority. Reqs: Bach comp
sci, info tech, info security,
or smlr field rltd to comp &
info sci, +2 yrs exp in data
mngmnt. Profic w/ SQL Server
database, server operatg sys-
tem security, & patch mngm-
nt; & Python & Selenium. Exp
w/ networkg in global peerg
negotiation, netwrk planng,
global netwrk traffic engi-
neerg, & pre-sale tech spprt.
Mandarin fluency. Res: China
Telecom (Americas) Corpora-
tion,
jobsatcta@ctamericas.com.

iCloud Solutions Inc. has an
opening for a DevOps Engi-
neer in Herndon, VA and var-
ious unanticipated locations
throughout the US. Duties
include: technical support to
application development
teams using DevOps to aid
cloud services & CI/CD
pipeline. Travel and/or relo-
cation required. Mail resume
referencing Job Code DE105-
PA to: iCloud Solutions – HR,
13800 Coppermine Rd. Ste
113, Herndon, VA 20171

Tech Jobs
NTT DATA Europe & Latam,
Branch in USA, Inc. seeks Ora-
cle Database Developers in
Arlington, VA to develop new
content and maintain existing
content to Oracle databased
used in BI data warehouse.
10% domestic travel to client
sites required. 100% telecom-
muting is permitted. Apply @
www.jobpostingtoday.com
Ref#67552

IT Professionals (Rockville,
MD) Software Engineers, Soft-
ware Developers, Sr. Data-
base Administrators, Sr. Soft-
ware Engineers, Sr. Data Ana-
lysts, Computer Systems
Engineers, Software Quality
Assurance Engineers, Soft-
ware Quality Assurance
Testers, Application Develop-
ers, Software Architects,
Technology Leads, Computer
Programmers, Programmer
Analysts, Business Opera-
tions Analysts, Business Ana-
lysts, Business Systems Ana-
lysts, Systems Administra-
tors, Jr. Systems Administra-
tors, Database Administra-
tors, Database Analysts, Soft-
ware Testers, Healthcare Sys-
tems Engineers, Healthcare
Analysts, Network Engineers,
Technology Project Coordina-
tors, QA Test Analysts, Net-
work & Communication Engi-
neers, IT Project Managers,
Systems Engineers reqd. Vari-
ous worksites. May travel to
unanticipated client sites
nationally. Multiple Positions.
Mail resume to: Infinite Com-
puter Solutions, Inc., (Attn:
HRGC), 2600 Tower Oaks Blvd,
Ste 700, Rockville, MD 20852.

IT Professionals
(Multiple Openings)

Computer Programmer:
Write computer programs to
store, locate & retrieve spe-
cific documents, data & infor-
mation using various techs.
Job locations in Sterling, VA
& various unanticipated client
sites nationally requiring relo-
cation & travel to these sites
involving short & long term
assignments. Mail resume:
Diligent Group LLC, 109 Car-
penter Dr, #110, Sterling, VA
20164.

IT Professionals
(Sterling, VA): Software Devel-
opers, Business Analysts,
Network Engineers. Multiple
positions. Various worksites.
May travel to unanticipated
client sites nationally. Mail
resume to Comprobase Inc,
Attn: HRGC, 21351 Genty Dr,
Suite 245, Sterling, VA 20166.

Tech Jobs
IT-Qualsoft Inc has Multiple
Openings in Ashburn, VA.
Computer Programmer:
Collab, implement, correct,
debug, create & update code
libraries. Software Engineer:
Dsgn, research, create & doc-
ument detail dsgn specs. All
positions req trvl/reloc to var
unanticipated client locs
throughout the U.S w/expens-
es paid by emplyr. Mail res &
position to Pres. of Qualsoft
Inc, 44381 Navajo Dr., Ash-
burn, VA, 20147.

IT Technical Clerk: Routine
chk. & analyzg. ntwrk. & date
sec. Identify ways to improv.
& update softw. Ens. catering
dlv. apps are wrkg.. Handle
dig. marktng. & soc. media
strats. acrs. pltfrms. incl. co.’s
website, IG, FB & Tik Tok.Min
rqmts: Associate’s Degree in
Computer Science or Com-
puter Engineering or related.
24 months experience in the
job offered or as IT Manager.
Knwl. or exp. improving &
updating software & systems.
Knwl. or exp. in in developing
& implementing IT policy.
Knwl. or exp. in network
&data security. Verif. refer-
ences. Job Loc: Moby Dick
XVI, Inc DBA Moby Dick House
of Kabob, 444 West Broad
Street, Unit A, Falls Church,
VA-22046.Attn: Sayed Hamid
Mousavi.

Lead Backend Developer;
Reston, VA: Develop and sup-
port back-end systems; con-
tinually develop technology-
forward, cutting-edge soft-
ware solutions to address the
backend and the downstream
systems, including website
and mobile app goals; create
and manage APIs that work
across devices and multiple
external partners; among
other duties. Min. BS +7 years
of experience. Travel up to
20%. Send resume to D.
Taube, Sr. Manager Global
Mobility, VW/Electrify Amer-
ica, 1950 Opportunity Way,
Suite 1500, Reston, VA 20190.
Ref. LBD-VA. No phone calls
please.

Linux System
Administrator
Chef Developer

GRSi, LLC seeks a Linux Sys-
tem Administrator Chef
Developer, in Bethesda, MD
to mng. RHEL Linux syst. via
cntrl. mgmt. tools. Telecom. is
avail. Email resume to:
tiffany.mullinix@dlhcorp.com

Tech Jobs
Network Engineer (Herndon,
VA) Analyze, monitor, &
maintn all U.S. point of pres-
ence (POP) facilitates includg
HVAC, AC, UPS, DC power-
plant, & fire pre-action sys-
tem. Coord transprt netwrk,
IP netwrk, & voice netwrk
monitorg. Perfrm co-location
service testg, commissiong, &
delivery. Reqs: MS info tech,
info security, or smlr field rltd
to comp & info sci +1 yr exp
in implementatn, monitorg, &
maintenance of IT infrastruc-
ture or IT systems admin. Exp
w/ IT goods, services design,
& productn; transmission,
broadcastg, switchg, control,
& operatn of telecom sys. Prof
w/ performg routg inspectns
& updatg routg policies; OS
installatn & config; installatn,
modificatn, maintenance, &
troubleshootg of server &
netwrk equip; & transport &
IP netwrks. Mandarin fluency.
Res: China Telecom (Americ-
as) Corporation,
jobsatcta@ctamericas.com.

Principal Software
Engineer

Asurion, LLC seeks a Principal
Software Engineer in Sterling,
VA to design the architecture
of our critical billing systems.

Apply @
jobpostingtoday.com/

Ref #44797

SENIOR QAAUTOMATION
ENGINEERS (Tosca)

Rspbl fr s/w autmtn tstng
usng Tosca, Pstmn, Pega,
MomgoDB, MS SQL, MS VS,
.Net, Toad, AWS, SQS/SNS,
AWSS3, Actv MQ, Rabbt MQ,
Oracle Wblgic, Rest API etc;
smlr. Req: BS or frgn eqv in
CS/IT/Engg(any) or rltd + 5 yrs
rvlnt prgsv exp incl 3 yrs exp
in autmtn tstng usng Tosca
(OR) MS or frgn eqv in abv
+ 3 yrs exp in autmtn tstng
usng Tosca. Ft/Trvl/Relo. Mail
resume: HR, Agile Trailblazers
LLC d/b/a CirrusLabs, 11490
Commerce Park Dr, #400,
Reston VA 20191

Senior Software Engineer
ZoomInfo Technologies, LLC
d/b/a ZoomInfo seeks Senior
Software Engineer in Bethes-
da, MD. Write high-volume
server applications (full
stack). Telecommuting is per-
mitted. Apply @

www.
jobpostingtoday.com 37256.

Tech Jobs
Senior Systems QA Analyst
CoStar Realty Information,
Inc. seeks a Senior Systems
QA Analyst to assure that
Financial Systems code, con-
figurations, and processes
meet established and needed
specifications and documen-
tation. Create and execute
test plans, test scripts, test
cases, and test data. Docu-
ment, track, and communi-
cate test plans, test results,
analysis, defects, and unre-
solved problems with the
software, and provide recom-
mendations for improve-
ments to the development
team. Identify, analyze, and
document defects and incon-
sistencies in the Financial
Systems functionality, user
interface, content, output,
performance, and load-han-
dling ability. Support the con-
duct and documentation of
unit testing, system integra-
tion testing, and user accep-
tance testing. Position
requires a Bachelor’s degree
in Computer Science, Engi-
neering, Information Technol-
ogy, or a related STEM field,
followed by 5 years of pro-
gressively responsible expe-
rience in quality assurance
analysis for SaaS, off the shelf,
and custom systems. Expe-
rience must include a mini-
mum of: 3 years of experi-
ence with testing, ERP sys-
tems, financial and opera-
tional reports, system to sys-
tem integrations, data migra-
tions and conversions, and
other business transactional
systems; 3 years of experi-
ence creating reusable test
scripts and developing and
executing test plans; 2 years
of experience with financial
systems and processes such
as O2C, R2R, or P2P; 2 years
of experience using test
automation tools to develop
automation-testing scripts;
and 2 years of experience
implementing testing strate-
gies. Job location: Washing-
ton, DC. To apply, please visit
http://costargroup.com/
careers and enter Job Code
R32114 when prompted.
Alternatively, please send
your resume, cover letter, and
a copy of the ad to I. Zeng,
Team Lead, Technical Recruit-
ing, CoStar, 17600 Laguna
Canyon Road, Irvine, CA
92618.

Tech Jobs
Senior SystemArchitect

Global Solutions
mgm technology partners
is looking for a Senior Sys-
tem Architect Global Solu-
tions, to work at its Alexan-
dria, VA office as a tech archi-
tect & dsgn s/w solutions &
architecture concepts, incl
sys sizing, infrastructure &
h/w selection, & sys integra-
tion concepts. Must have
Master’s Deg, or frgn equiv,
in CS, IT, Physics, or rltd field.
Must have 10 yrs of exp w/ (1)
working as a tech lead, proj
mgr, or architect in mltpl lrg
cmplx enterprise IT/software
projs w/ the corresponding
proj mgmt tools such as MS
Proj, MS Visio, MS Office
Suite, Atlassian Jira, Atlassian
Confluence Wiki, or similar;
(2) designing, bldg & selling
s/w architecture, incl (a) sys
sizing, (b) h/w selection
processes, (c) envrmnt mgmt,
& (d) ntwrk & sys landscape
integration; & (3) data model-
ling, & integrating & mngng
backends w/ relational d/b
such as DB2, Oracle, & MS
SQL. Must also have 5 yrs
of exp w/ (1) eCommerce plt-
frms or prtl frameworks like
SAP hybris, Intershop or Lifer-
ay; (2) DevOps concepts, build
& deployment rltd tasks, incl
(a) mgmt of distributed sys &
clusters, (b) envrmnt maint,
(c) OS lvl sys, & (d) IT infra-
structure mgmt; (3) dsgn,
architecture & implem of
authentication & authoriza-
tion algorithms; & (4) query
& script langs like SQL, Perl,
Unix Shell. Must be fluent in
English & German to allow
for providing s/w architecture
PM tasking to teams in U.S. &
Germany. 10% domestic trvl &
10% intl trvl req. Use case in
s/w prgmng test is part of app
process. To apply pls forward
your resume & cover letter to
our recruiting team at
mgm-tp.us@mgm-tp.com.

Fundrise sks Ld Sftwre Engr
in Washington D.C. to mange
team of engrs and dsgn, bld,
scle, and dvlp new subsystms
and bus operation wrkflws on
procssing pltfrm. Telecomtng
from anywhere in the U.S. is
accepted. To apply snd rsme
to sghessie@fundrise.com
with ref#rdk

Find a job.

Tech Jobs
Software Engineer for Equifax
Inc. in Reston, VA to design,
develop, test, deploy, main-
tain and improve software,
including debugging, diagnos-
ing and trouble-shooting
complex production soft-
ware. Requires: Bachelor's
degree in Computer Science,
Management Information
Systems, Engineering or relat-
ed field (willing to accept for-
eign education equivalent)
plus six (6) years of expe-
rience in software develop-
ment or related occupation,
or alternatively, a Master's
degree in Computer Science,
Management Information
Systems, Engineering or relat-
ed field (willing to accept for-
eign education equivalent)
and four (4) years of expe-
rience in software develop-
ment or related occupation.
Email resume to
jobs.opportunities@
equifax.com. Reference
Position Number: 11338.

Software Test Engineers:
Perform manual/automat-
ed/system testing; Systems
Analysts: Expand or modi-
fy system to serve new pur-
poses; Software Develop-
ers: Design, develop & modi-
fy enterprise sftwr systems;
Database Administrators:
Modify databases & database
mgmt systems; Computer
Systems Engineers/Archi-
tects: Develop system engi-
neering; Systems Adminis-
trators: Maintain & admin
comp. networks; All positions
require travel/reloc. to vari-
ous unanticipated client sites
across USA. For complete job
details, min. req'mts &/or to
apply, mail resume to HR Mgr.,
Aarna Priya, Inc., 13800 Cop-
permine Rd, Ste 305, Hern-
don, VA 20171.

Sr. Database Administrator
Req. Bach + 5 yr exp. Use
AWS, Oracle, PostgreSQL,
Linux, & DEVOPS/Ansible to
support database design.
May telecommute w/in the
USA. F/T. Leidos Inc. Reston,
VA. CV to kim.t.roszkowski@
leidos.com & ref. #6645.
Principals only. No calls/visa
sponsorship.

The local expert on local jobs

Find more jobs.

Tech Jobs
Sr. Software Engineer: Bach.
in App Dev, CS, or rel. + 5
yr exp. Use Java 1.8, Spring
Framework, Enterprise Java
Beans, & ECMAScript/Type-
script to develop web apps.
F/T. Leidos, Inc. Reston, VA.
May telecommute. CV to
Diane.M.Kearney@leidos.com
& ref. #6636. Principals only.
No calls/visa sponsorship.

TECHNOLOGY
Proxicom, Inc. seeks Sr Softw
Eng’r in Reston, VA to dvlp
& maintain large scale Java
& Adobe Exp Manager (AEM)
solutions & microservices
functional infrastructure
dvlpd using Java, all running
on Amazon AWS. Req’mnts:
Bachelor’s or foreign equiv
in Comp Eng’g, Elect. Eng’g,
Electrical Eng’g or rel. field &
4 yrs of exp in job offered or
rel. occupation: dvlpng web-
site implementations on
enterprise-level Content
Mgmt Syst (CMS) platform &
building website apps using
Adobe Exp Manager (AEM)
CMS; dsgn’g & dvlpng AEM
templates & multi-variant
components to build interac-
tively authorable pages on
AEM built websites; creating
components built using Open
Services Gateway (OSGI)
spec, services, servlets, cus-
tom-dvlpd complex work-
flows in AEM CMS to launch
localized web sites; writing
code in Continuous Integra-
tion environments; & work-
ing in Agile Team environ-
ment to dvlp softw apps in
Java programming language
(Java) using Java2 Enterprise
Edition (J2EE) & Open Source
Java tech frameworks running
in Cloud Computing Environ-
ments incl Amazon Web Ser-
vices (AWS) or Amazon Elas-
tic Compute Cloud (Amazon
EC2) platforms.
Pls apply directly thru www.
hearst.com/careers & indi-
cate job code SD102323AD.

Test Engineer. Digital Manage-
ment LLC. McLean, VA w/ proj
sites w/in DC Metro area. Per-
form Functional Testing, Inte-
gration Testing, System Test-
ing, Regression Testing,
Smoke Testing & User Accep-
tance Testing of apps. Req’s:
BS in comp Sci or Info Tech-
nology field & 3yrs exp. Res
to: DMI, Attn: V Dey, 1600
International Dr. Ste 500,
McLean, VA 22102. Ref: Test
Engineer.

Tech Jobs
Web Dvlpr I, Washington, DC.
Design, develop, test, imple-
ment, & maintain webbased
app systems. Troubleshoot/
solve s/w issues. Analyze &
integrate new web prod-
ucts/technologies w/existing
web apps to improve web
design & app functionality.
Mail resume to A. Daniels, The
Catholic University of Ameri-
ca, 620 Michigan Ave. N.E.,
Przybyla 201, Washington, DC
20064.

Find an 
entry-level 

job.

The local expert on local jobs

Find a job 
close to home.
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are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised are available
on an equal opportunity basis.
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Cars1405

MERCEDES-BENZ
MERCEDES-BENZ 2003 - 99,500 miles,
garage kept, very clean, must see
to appreciate. $8500. 240-440-1373

MERCURY

Merecedes Benz 2011 S550 4 matic,
lowmiles, 78,000 miles, asking

$16,500. 240-353-5232

Antiques & Classics1408

WANTEDVINTAGE SPORTS CARS &
CLASSICS - Especially Mercedes,
Porsche, Jaguar. Lexus, Datsun Z,

Highest prices paid for
the very best examples.
Call Bob 703-966-0122

Bids & Proposals825

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
SOLICITATION NO. 
DCPL-2024-R-0003

The DC Public Library is seeking 
small business certified con-
tractors to provide snow remov-
al services. To obtain a copy of 
the solicitation documents, visit 
the web site at https://www.
dclibrary.org/about/opportuni-
ties#storyTab.  For questions 
contact Eric Payne at eric.
payne@dc.gov.

HousesWanted
to Buy

SBM 76 yo will buy house and
you can still live there.WIth owner

financing. Call 301-873-0663

Give a
gift that
delivers
every day
Gift subscriptions

washingtonpost.com/my-post

S0390-1x2

MD Real Estate
Auctions

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
For the Estate of Antonio Russo

Wooded Hunting 
Property and Farmland 

in Goldsboro, MD
24354 Bridgetown Rd
Goldsboro, MD 21636

Fri. Nov. 17 @ 11:00 AM
Sale to be held on the premises

ATTENTION HUNTERS! 
3 tracts totaling 158 +/- acres surrounded by 

large blocks of timber and farmland. 2 tracts are 
in a Conservation Easement. Approx. 50 +/- acres 

cleared and being farmed. Includes a 2,188 +/- sq. ft. 
hunting cabin with 4 BR and 1.5 BA. Storage barn on 
the property. Road frontage provides quick access.

Broker Participation offered. Investors welcome.
SUMMARY TERMS: A $50,000 deposit in the form of a 

cashier’s or certified check required of all registered bidders 
at the time of sale. The deposit must be increased to 10% of 

the purchase price within 3 business days of date of sale. 
Property sold in “As-Is, Where-Is” condition. 6% Buyer’s Premium.

For complete terms and conditions 
visit www.atlanticauctions.com or 

contact Bill Hudson at (410) 803-4177
or bill.hudson@bscamerica.com

MD Real Estate
Auctions

Seashore Sales

Virtual Showings Available!

The Henlopen - This stunning, fully
remodeled 2-bedroom condo is just
steps away from the beach, allow-
ing you to easily enjoy the sand and
surf. Rehoboth Beach, $1,275,000.

North Rehoboth - Located in the
ocean block of one of the most
desired streets in the Pines. Offer-
ing 5 bedrooms, 3 full bathrooms,
and 2 half bathrooms. Rehoboth
Beach, $2,850,000.

East of Rt 1 - New construction
on Savannah Road, within WALKING
DISTANCE to the bike trail! 3 miles
from Lewes Beach & less than 2
miles to dining & shops on 2nd St.
Lewes, $653,990.

Prime Rehoboth Duplex - Looking
for the perfect blend of beach side
living & smart investment? Dive into
this rare duplex, a little over a
mile to the beach. Rehoboth Beach,
$849,000.

THE DEBBIE REED TEAM
REMAX Realty Group
Main: 302-227-4800
Direct: 302-227-3818
www.DebbieReed.com

Give a gift subscription!
washingtonpost.com/my-post S03

90
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Investment Property

410-296-8440
ajbillig.comAJ

TRUSTEE’S AUCTION

To The Highest Bidder, Regardless of Price!

SILVER SPRING

“Forest Estates”
SPLIT LEVEL

HOME

0.14± Acre  4 Bedrooms  2 Baths
Sale On Premises

10204 FOLK STREET

Montgomery County, MD 20902
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2023

AT 11:00 A.M.

Protas, Spivok & Collins, LLC
4330 East West Highway – Suite 900

Bethesda, MD 20814

Crafts & Hobbies240

FABRIC LOVERS - Assorted cot-
ton & poly knit. Fore sale by bulk
or by yard. Call 301-580-8107

Musical Instruments280

SCHAEFFERSPIANO.COM
New, used, tuning,moving

301-424-1144

Investment Property

Toys295

GIGANTIC SCRABBLE WOOD FRAMED
GAME BOARD (4'x5') - w/4 custom
wooden trays, magnetic letters. Will
not last. Please call 240-535-3346

Garage Sales, VA355

HUNT COUNTRY BARN & ESTATE SALE
www.bonvoyagesales.com Nov 4-5.
216 Bushland Ln, Berryville, VA. Art &
bronzes, rugs, antiques, wicker, duck
decoys, tools, antique clock collec,
piano forte, farm equip, Stafford-
shire, stoneware, pewter & more

Moving Sale358

GAITHERSBURGMoving Sale,
everything must go, furniture,men
clothing, NASCAR stuff, women
clothing 1812 WindjammerWay,

Sat & Sun 9am-?

Dogs for Sale610

BERNESE MOUNTAIN PUPPIES,
Ready 11/15,will hold for Christmas.
AKC. 2 F, 4 M. $2750. 717-823-8512

Hilltopheritagemtndogs.com

BRITTANY SPANIEL PUPS - AKC reg.
Born Oct 7th, Males & females. .
Culpeper, VA. Photos upon request
540-905-0405 vwcru67@gmail.com

CHIHUAHUAS Free - Chihuahua
4 year old female, long hair, spayed,
13 year old male neutered, all shots
up to date 7038515802

Give a
gift that
delivers
every day
Gift subscriptions

washingtonpost.com/my-post
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Dogs for Sale610

GERMAN SHEPHERDS - Pure Bred
$600 or make offer. 3 months old.

Good w/ kids. Must go.
202-476-9637 or 202-270-5833

GOLDENDOODLES: 4-6 month old
mini & medium sized puppies.
$500 each. Call 240-362-3935

GOLDEN RETAKC & GOLDEN /
LAB RET CROSS PUPS &ADULTS

8 weeks - 5 yrs.Vet checked, parents
on prem, health guar. 240-620-2013
Wwww.VictoriasPups.comW

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS - AKC OFA
SAS CERF cert, parents on prem,
35 yrs exp, country raised quality
pups. 540-896-7327 or 540-282-8605

LAB/SHIBA INUMIX PUPS -Males &
females avail. Solid Blonde, black
and yellow. 3 months & 4 months.

$200 each.Call 202-957-8622

MINI AUSSIE DOODLE PUPS
AKC parents, vet checked, shots.
Apricot. No-shed. Text pics.
$500. Call 540-303-2591

Mini Schanuzers,AKC 8 weeks old,
vet checked, health certificate,

dewomred, vacc, full groom, family
pets, $2000. 443-684-0664

vonteufulhundenkennels.com

Give the gift
of information

Gift subscriptions
washingtonpost.com/my-post
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Dogs for Sale610

PUG PUPPIES - CKC REG.
2 MALES Shots, wormed, vet

checked, fawns. Ready 10/12.
$950 CALL 540-879-9492

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIERAKC PUPS
Male & Female, shots & wormed,

simply adorable. $700.
Ask for Ruby, 540-645-1962

Cats620

SIAMESE KITTENS - Pedigree, wedge-
head, seal point, M/F.Avail Dec 2023.

website: davasoirsiamese.com
Call 540-433-2537

washingtonpost.com/classifieds

CLASSIFIED

ANTIQUES
AUCTIONS

&

Call 202-334-7029 or email 
merchandise@washpost.com

Auction Sales365

US Customs & Border Protection
Online AuctionWed. 11/15/23 at
11am.Abandoned/Unclaimed

Items. Previews, Details, Terms @
cwsmarketing.com

571-921-9107

Capital Wanted1390

"MONEYMASTER"
MORTGAGE BANKER BROKER #5534
$EEKS PRIVATE INVESTOR $5K-$5M
for real estate secured investment

On United States Properties
Dr. Robert Lee M.E.. Conference by
appt. Headquarters 400 8th St NW,
Ste 301, DC 20004. 202-615-1949

VA 571-269-8254,MD 240-578-7774
$1 dollar = deventure 7 %

RegA cond small issues exempt
Reg "The Securities Act of 1933"
15 U.S.C. 77 r exempt state reg

twpprintsolutions.com

State-of-the-art PRINTING.

Impeccable RESULTS.

How can we help YOU?

M
0

0
36

_1
0

x6

A Division of The Washington Post

Booklets • Brochures

Posters • Flyers

Postcards

Business Cards

And More

S0435_1x1

wapo.st/my-post

Manage your
print subscription!

District of
Columbia

NW

16th St. Heights $1,550,000
1404 Decatur St. NW,
Washington, DC 20011

Open House/Sunday 2-4PM
Nelson Marban, 202-870-6899
WFP.com 202-944-5000

The Foxhall (DC) By Appt:
$1,300,000

4200 Massachusetts Ave
NW #PH9 The Foxhall - 1830sf

2BR2.5BA condo
in full service bldg with pool,
gym, tennis, garage prkg.

Heidi Hatfield 202-258-1919
WFP.com 202-944-5000

Give the gift of knowing
Gift subscriptions

washingtonpost.com/my-post
S0390-1x.5

Montgomery Co.
MD

Bethesda

BETHESDA $1,299,000
6109 Davenport Terr Open 1 - 3
Spacious + lightfilled 3BR/3.5BA
townhomew/elevator + 2 car gar.
Andrea Hatfield 202-487-4294
WFP.COM 202-944-5000

S0114 4X3

Washington Post newsletters
deliver more of what you’re looking for.

Discover and subscribe for free at
washingtonpost.com/newsletters

bo ks?

washingtonpost.com/realestate

EFGHI

REAL ESTATE GUIDE
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2023

DC H NORTHWEST
Houses
Retired builder, who has renovated
dozens of DC properties, needs
house for two years. Free renova-
tions for yourhome in exchange for
rent. Liz Jessup 202-251-6076

DC H NORTHEAST
Apartments
Condos • Co-ops
NE DC 2 BR, w/d hook up, heat,
a/c, new renovations, section 8 okay,
$1700. 1202-270-6802

DC H SOUTHEAST
Apartments
Condos H Co-ops
SE DC - 3335 C St. SE, Unit 35, 2BR
509 K St NE. Sect 8 welcome, For

more information Call 202-635-1766

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Roommates
NW PETWORTH -Large furn rm in
quiet home, close to shopping on
busline. $895 301-529-5430

MD HMONTGOMERY CO.
Apartments
Condos H Co-ops
SILVER SPRING - 1 room condo.

$1475/mo utils incl. Great location.
Call 240-556-8442 or 301-535-3017

MARYLAND
Roommates

COLLEGE PARK/LANHAM - 2BR
bsmt $1300. Lg BR $1200. Furn BR
$625. In hse to shr. All util inc. No
Smkg.Male Pref. 240-423-7923

FTWash-Lux home, exc comm, 3 rms
for rent. $1250-$1500 ea + dep. 2
mi from Nat Harb and Tan Outlet,
free wifi, utils. No pets. 301-292-9784
SILVER SPRING Pvt furn/unfurn BR,
w/ bath, sep ent, all utils incl. $799
month to month only. 202-441-5977
UPPERMARLBORO - Room for rent
Close to mall & bus, quiet place

$750/mo util incl. Call 240-486-5197
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BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

DOONESBURY By Garry TrudeauZITS By Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER  5, 2023  .  WASHINGTONPOST.COM/COMICS
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FRAZZ By Jef Mallett

THE ARGYLE SWEATER By Scott Hilburn

GARFIELD By Jim Davis



sunday, november 5 ,  2023  .  the washington post EZ EE  SC3

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE By Dik Browne

NANCY By Olivia Jaimes

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE By Stephan Pastis

NON SEQUITUR By Wiley
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BLONDIE By Dean Young & John Marshall WUMO By Mikael Wulff & Anders Morgenthaler

BIG NATE By Lincoln Peirce

SALLY FORTH By Francesco Marciuliano & Jim Keefe

DUSTIN By Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker

REPLY ALL LITE By Donna A. Lewis LOOSE PARTS By Dave Blazek
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JUDGE PARKER By Francesco Marciuliano & Mike Manley

FLASH GORDON By Dan Schkade
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RED AND ROVER By Brian Basset

POPEYE By Randy Milholland
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SAMURAI SUDOKU (c) www.djape.net

Last Sunday’s Solution

BALDO By Cantú & Castellanos

CLASSIC PEANUTS By Charles Schulz

PRICKLY CITY By Scott Stantis

How to Play

    The rules of Samurai Sudoku are the same as in the popular
Sudoku puzzles that appear in the daily comics section. 
    As with standard Sudoku, the Samurai version requires no math,
just logic, reasoning ... and an iron will. The goal is to fill in each
column, row and 3X3 box with the digits 1 through 9 without
repeating any. The twist in Samurai Sudoku is that the digits that
appear in the overlapping boxes must work for both puzzles. 
     A piece of advice to get you started: Don’t focus completely on
one grid at a time. Keep the whole puzzle in mind as you go, because
filling in a number in one grid could give you clues to another. What’s
important to understand is this: Each Samurai puzzle is ONE puzzle,
not five separate Sudoku puzzles that just overlap each other.
Occasionally people claim that, for example, the "bottom right" 9X9
puzzle had more than one solution. Well, yes it may, but the entire
puzzle can be solved in only one way. Never resort to guessing! For
more tips, go to http://www.djape.net/sudoku/wp/?p=144.

http://www.djape.net


BY MARY JORDAN
IN oRLaNdo

When douglas hulse pulled his 
Ford Mustang convertible into a 
Florida gas station three years 
ago, he looked so distressed that 
someone called 911.

an ambulance rushed him to 
orlando health south seminole 
hospital, where doctors said he 
had a stroke. at 80, the retired 
pilot who had flown famous pas-
sengers around the country could 
no longer care for himself.

But hulse lived alone — as 3 out 
of 5 americans in their 80s do.

a hospital can be liable if a 
patient is discharged into an un-
safe environment. Because hulse 
lived alone and the hospital offi-
cials saw no sign that he had 
family, that put them in a bind 
when his health didn’t improve. 
so they argued in court that he 
was no longer capable of making 
his own decisions and needed a 
guardian — a caretaker with enor-
mous legal power.

sEE GuARDiANSHiP oN A12

He had a stroke at a gas station, then lost nearly everything 
Many seniors are one medical emergency from a court-appointed guardian taking control of their lives 

liANNe MilTON FOr The WAShiNGTON  pOST

A 2021 photo of Douglas Hulse on  his niece’s phone.  the retired pilot was put in  a guardianship in 
Florida  and moved into a nursing home without anyone telling his family in Pennsylvania.

ABCDE
Prices may vary in areas outside metropolitan Washington. V1 V2 V3 V4 

 Democracy Dies in Darkness sunday, november 5,  2023  .  $5Partly sunny 69/45 • Tomorrow: Partly sunny 65/56 C10

member her initial shock at eating 
them, figuring they’d be a short-
term measure. and now, with the 
floodwaters holding their ground, 
she could trace a two-year arc of 
distress in what the lilies had be-
come: sustenance so vital that 
people were slogging farther and 
farther into the waters to find 
them, before someone else did.

“I can see some lilies here,” an-
other woman told Nyaguey after a 
group of four had walked 20 min-
utes out of town, reaching the edge 
of the waters.

“Not enough,” Nyaguey said, 
and the group kept moving. “It 
looks like somebody already col-
lected most of these.”

Climate disasters are often per-
ceived as finite events — with an 

sEE SoutH SuDAN oN A22

In South Sudan, 
a climate crisis 
deepens misery

Years into disastrous flooding, 
people are eating the unthinkable 

GUY peTerSON FOr The WAShiNGTON pOST

BY CHICO HARLAN 
IN ChotYIEL, soUth sUdaN

It was 1 p.m., her children still 
hadn’t eaten, and every item on 
Nyaguey dak Kieth’s “long to-do 
list” pertained to surviving an-
other day. so Nyaguey grabbed a 
plastic bucket and an empty sack 
and set off from her village sur-
rounded by floodwater. those wa-
ters had upended her life, but also 
provided a food option — not a 
desirable one, but one of the few 
left.

Water lilies. they’d been keep-
ing her family alive for two years.

they were bitter. hard to digest. 
they required hours of manual 
labor — cutting, pounding, dry-
ing, sifting — just to be made 
edible. Nyaguey could still re-

BY TAYLOR LORENZ

ameer al-Khatahtbeh graduat-
ed in 2020 with a degree in jour-
nalism from Rutgers University. 
But instead of going to work in a 
traditional newsroom, he decided 
to build his own digital news 
brand catering to the Muslim com-
munity.

Four years later, al-Khatahtbeh, 
25, has amassed more than 
 2 million followers on tiktok and 
more than 5.3 million on 
 Instagram, where posts to his ac-
count, @Muslim, range from fea-
tures on halal dating apps to the 
latest news from the Israel-Gaza 
war.

the young Palestinian-Jorda- 
nian entrepreneur is one of mil-
lions of independent creators re-

shaping how people get their news, 
especially the youngest viewers. 
News consumption hit a tipping 
point around the globe during the 
early days of the coronavirus pan-
demic, with more people turning 
to social media platforms such as 
tiktok, Youtube and Instagram 
than to websites maintained by 
traditional news outlets, according 
to the latest digital News Report 
by the  Reuters Institute for the 
study of Journalism. one in 5 
adults under 24 use tiktok as a 
source for news, the report said, up 
five percentage points from last 
year. according to Britain’s office 
of Communications, young adults 
in the United Kingdom now spend 
more time watching tiktok than 
broadcast television.

this shift has been driven in part 
by a desire for “more accessible, 

sEE CReAtoRS oN A10

As media reaches a tipping 
point, content creators surge

Nontraditional sources 
draw larger audiences 

than legacy outlets

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM, 
WILLIAM BOOTH 

AND LOVEDAY MORRIS

aMMan, JORDan — Facing heavy 
bombardment and warned by Is-
rael to evacuate immediately, as 
many as 400,000 people remain 
in northern Gaza as Israeli tanks 
and ground troops press forward 
seeking to smash hamas strong-
holds and free hostages, U.s. offi-
cials said saturday.

another 800,000 to 1 million 
residents have fled to southern 
areas of Gaza but still face intense 
Israeli bombardment as the war 
nears its one-month mark.

For a three-hour window satur-
day, Israel offered passage for peo-
ple in Gaza to move south on the 
salah al-din road, the main pass-
able highway running nearly the 
length of the 25-mile Gaza strip.

the Israeli military now refers 
to southern Gaza as a “safer zone” 
vs. calling it a safe zone. heavy 
bombardment still occurs in the 
south — and many Gazans say 
they feel nowhere offers a haven 
from the attacks and invasion.

the Gaza health Ministry esti-
mated on saturday that 2,200 
people, including 1,250 children, 
are buried under the rubble of 
destroyed buildings in Gaza. 
overall, the health officials say, 
more than 9,400 people have been 
killed, many of them women and 
children.

the Biden administration is 
pushing Israel for brief “humani-
tarian pauses” in the fighting — to 
allow aid in and people out — and 
to significantly expand the 
amount of supplies flowing into 
Gaza, the U.s. special envoy for 
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Many 
Gazans 
remain 
on front

400,000 coUld be 
in north, U.s. says 

Israel presses forward as 
war nears 1-month mark

Nyaguey Dak Kieth wades through the 
water dragging a bag of lily bulbs, now vital 

sustenance in her flood-choked village.

ELECTION 2024

BY EVAN HALPER

SaCO, MainE — Last december, 
Ellen McCurley was settling into a 
calm new life, savoring sunsets 
from the porch of a modest river-
front home with her dogs sadie 
and Maisie, when a notice from 
the electric company turned it all 
upside down.

It was a nearly $1,000 bill from 
Central Maine Power, more than 
quadruple what she paid the 

month before. and the bills kept 
soaring, topping out at $1,200 by 
the end of March. she was sure it 
was a mistake but couldn’t get the 
company to reduce the charges.

“I would call them and say: 
‘this is not possible. Can you help 
me solve this?’” recalled the 64-
year-old social worker, who 
shared copies of her bills with the 
Washington Post. “I felt like I was 
going crazy.”

so McCurley began working to 
drive her power company out of 
business, joining a burgeoning na-
tional movement of consumers 
frustrated with power companies 
that they feel are unaccountable 

to ratepayers, and that have taken 
center stage in disasters such as 
this summer’s devastating wild-
fires in Maui.

the epicenter of the resistance 
is in Maine, where voters — who 
have wrangled with outages, bill-
ing mishaps and some of the high-
est electricity prices in the coun-
try — are joining a campaign to 
replace the state’s investor-
owned electric companies with a 

sEE MAiNe oN A16

Soaring bills fuel e≠ort to oust electric companies
Maine voters will decide 
on replacing for-profit 

firms with public utility

MrBeast: A YouTube legend thrives 
in a sleepy North carolina town. G1

Creator economy: Online content 
has become big business. G1

Sunday Take: An unsettled nation 
prepares for a 2024 showdown. A2

Iowa: Trump  camp hopes for win 
as others jockey for second. A14

Pennsylvania election: A contest 
foreshadows the 2024 race. A6

BY HANNAH KNOWLES

BEDFORD, n.H. — some moder-
ate Republican voters here re-
coiled at ads that Ron desantis’s 
allies started running weeks ago 
broadcasting the Florida gover-
nor’s vows to use deadly force at 
the southern border.

“I don’t like the fact that we’re 
going to start murdering people,” 
said Becki Kuhns, 71, who is eager 
for an alternative to donald 
trump and brought up the com-
mercials unprompted.

down the road at a cigar bar in 
Nashua, where regulars talk poli-
tics and watch debates together, a 
different desantis problem came 

into focus: 
trump sup-
porters were 
unmoved by 
desantis’s 
pitch that he 
would deliver 
the former 
president’s 
agenda more 
effectively.

the people he’s targeting “be-
long to trump,” said howard Ray, 
43, who went to a desantis event 
but wasn’t persuaded. “he comes 
across kind of hard right.”

he added: “those types of peo-
ple are in trump’s camp, and 
they’re not moving.”

desantis began the year widely 
viewed as the Republican with 
the best chance to build a winning 
coalition against the former pres-
ident — the trump alternative 
who could entice trump critics 
yet was also in many ways a con-
tinuation of trump’s “america 
First” platform. But desantis’s 
support has shrunk dramatically 
since then, eroding on both ends 
of the party spectrum, interviews 

sEE DeSANtiS oN A8

 DeSantis 
backslides 
in bid for 
both sides

Fla. governor struggles 
to sway Trump base and 
moderate Republicans

 Ron DeSantis

Antisemitism: Global surge leaves 
U.S. envoy “gobsmacked.” A17

Fact Checker:  Biden’s dismissal 
of reported Gaza death toll. A4

D.C. protest: Thousands attend 
rally to demand a cease-fire. C1
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d.c.’s  mayor resurrects 
an old policy to target 
open-air drug markets.

THE WORLD

Two Ukrainian brothers 
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a full nation’s grief. A20   
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