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17 Writing
the Essay

What Is an Essay?

Differences between an Essay
and a Paragraph

An essay is simply a paper of several paragraphs, rather than one paragraph, that
Supports a sing int. In an essay, subjects can and should be treated more fully
than they woulc a single-paragraph paper.

The main ide point developed in an essay is called the thesis statement or
thesis sentence (rather than, as in a paragraph, the topic sentence). The thesis state-
ment appears in the introductory paragraph, and it is then developed in the sup-
porting paragraphs that follow. A short concluding paragraph closes the essay.

The Form of an Essay

The diagram on the next page shows the form of an essay.
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Introductory Paragraph T ’
The introduction attracts the reader’s interegy |

: . \
Introduction . tement (Or thesis sentence) States |

; he thesis state. €s
Thesis statement i

( Plan of development: the main idea advanced 1r.1 the .paper. \

‘ Points 1, 2, 3 The plan of deve‘lopment 1§ a list of points that
) support the thesis. The points are presented iy
\

the order in which they will be developed ip b
 paper.

First Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 1)

The topic sentence advances the first suppory.
Specific evidence

ing point for the thesis, and the specific eyi.
dence in the rest of the paragraph develops that
first point.

Second Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 2)

The topic sentence
Specific evidence

ces the second sup-
porting point for the s, and the specific evi-
dence in the regt of the paragraph develops that
second point,
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Third Supporting Paragraph

Topic sentence (point 3)
Specific evidence

The togic Sentence advances the third support- |
INg point for the thesis, and the specific evi- |

N the rest of ¢ that |
third poing he paragraph develops |

Concluding Paragraph

Summary, conclusion
or both fnsui':l "MAry is a brief Testatement of the thesiS |
§ Main Points, A conclusion is a final /

O a %
rr two Stemming from the subject of
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A Model Essay

Introductory
paragraph

First
supporting
paragraph

Second
supporting
paragraph

Third
supporting
Paragraph

Gene, the writer of the paragraph on working in an apple plant (page 5), later
decided to develop his subject more fully. Here is the essay that resulted.

My Job in an Apple Plant

In the course of working my way through school, | have taken many
jobs | would rather forget. 2| have spent nine hours a day lifting heavy‘/
automobile and truck batteries off the end of an assembly belt. 31 have
risked the loss of eyes and fingers working a punch press in a textile factory.
4l have served as a ward aide in a mental hospital, helping care for brain-
damaged men who would break into violent fits at unexpected moments.
But none of these jobs was as dreadful as my job in an apple plant. 6The
work was physically hard; the pay was poor; and, most of all, the working
conditions were dismal.

’First, the job made enormous demands on my strength and energy. 8For
ten hours a night, | took cartons that rolled down a metal track and stacked
them onto wooden skids in a tracto Each carton contained twelve
heavy bottles of apple juice \ carton shot vn the track about every
fifteen seconds. 1 ut that | was lifting an average of twelve
tons of apple jui Jt ruck was almost filled, | or my
partner had to drag fourt en skids into the empty trailer
nearby and then set up added sections of the heavy metal track so that we
could start routing cartons to the back of the empty van. 3While one of us
did that, the other performed the stacking work of two men.

14] would not have minded the difficulty of the work so much if the
pay had not been so poor. 15| was paid the minimum wage at that time,
$3.65 an hour, plus just a quarter extra for working the night shift.
16Because of the low salary, | felt compelled to get as much overtime pay
as possible. 17Everything over eight hours a night was time-and-a-half, so
I typically worked twelve hours a night. 80n Friday | would sometimes work
straight through until Saturday at noon—eighteen hours. 19] averaged over
sixty hours a week but did not take home much more than $180.

20But even more than the low pay, what upset me about my apple plant
job was the working conditions. 210ur humorless supervisor cared only
about his production record for each night and tried to keep the assembly
line moving at breakneck pace. 22During work | was limited to two ten-
minute breaks and an unpaid half hour for lunch. 22Most of my time was
spent outside on the truck loading dock in near-zero-degree temperatures.
24The steel floors of the trucks were like ice; the quickly penetrating cold
made my feet feel like stone. 25 had no shared interests with the man
| loaded cartons with, and so | had to work without companionship on the

1 bulky woo
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s ) down and most people left, | hag
tion line shut :
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to spend two hou
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the time I quit, | was determined never to do such degrading work again,
e time :

Important Points about the Essay

Introductory Paragraph

An introductory paragraph has certain purposes or functions and can be cop.
structed using various methods.

Purposes of the Introduction

An introductory paragraph should do three things:

1 Attract the reader’s interest. Using one of

tion described below can help draw the

| 2 Present a thesis sentence—a clear, direct
g will develop in your Ppaper. The thesis sta

o
the £
eader into your paper.

statement of the central idea that you
tement, like a topic sentence, should

some cases, the thesis g

tatement and plan of de
same sentence. In some

velopment may appear in th°
cases, also, the plan of

development may be omitted:

Activity

I 1. In “My Job in an Apple Plant,”
, interest?

; s
Which sentences are used to attract the readers |

sentences | to 3

1 to |
2. The thesis in “My Job in an W 4 — {05

Apple Plan¢» is presented in
sentence 4

Seéntence §

- Is the thesis followeq bya\pla —— sentence 6

n of developmemv
Yes BN
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a ; :
Wthh. wor.ds in the plan of development announce the three major support-
Ing points in the essay? Write them below.

Common Methods of Introduction

Hf?re are some common methods of introduction. Use any one method, or a com-
bination of methods, to introduce your subject in an interesting way.

1 Broa_d statement. Begin with a broad, general statement of your topic and nar-
row it down to your thesis statement. Broad, general statements ease the reader
into your thesis statement by providing a background for it. In “My Job in an

Apple Plant,” Gene writes generally on the topic of his worst jobs and then nar-

rows down to a specific worst job.

2 Contrast. Start with an idea or situation that is the opposite of the one you will

develop. This approach works because your readers will be surprised, and then
intrigued, by the contra ween the opening idea and the thesis that follows
it. Here is an example of a2 15t” introduction:

When I was a girl, | never argued with my parents about differences
between their attitudes and mine. My father would deliver his judgment
on an issue, and that was usually the end of the matter. Discussion seldom
changed his mind, and disagreement was not tolerated. But the situation
is different with today’s parents and children. My husband and | have to
contend with radical differences between what our children think about a
given situation and what we think about it. We have had disagreements
with all three of our daughters, Stephanie, Diana, and Giselle.

3 “Relevance.” Explain the importance of your topic. If you can convince your
readers that the subject applies to them in some way, or is something they
should know more about, they will want to continue reading. The introductory
paragraph of “Sports-Crazy America” (page 291) provides an example of a
“relevance” introduction.

Anecdote. Use an incident or brief story. Stories are naturally interesting.
curiosity. In your introduction, an anecdote will grab
ht away. The story should be brief and should be
The incident in the story can be something that

They appeal to a reader’s
the reader’s attention rig
related to your central idea.
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at you may have heard about, or somethjp

th :
g e. Here is an example of 5

i 8 thag '
wspaper or magazin

happened to you, somethin
Parg.

you have read about in a né
graph that begins with a story:

pen the door of the bedroom and grins as he
Iderly man wearing thin pajamas looks at hjp,

escape, the old man slides out of his bed
The husky man, still grinning, blocks his
animal, the old man looks up e

The husky man pushes o
pulls out a .38 revolver. An e
and whimpers. In a feeble effort at
and moves to the door of the room.

way. With the face of a small, frightened he c :
whispers, “Oh, God, please don’t hurt me.” The grinning man then fires o,

times. The television movie cuts now to a soap commercial, but the little boy
who has been watching the set has begun to cry. Such scenes of direct
violence on television must surely be harmful to children for a number of
psychological reasons.

Questions. Ask your readers one or more questions. These questions catch the
readers’ interest and make them want to read on. Here is an example of a para-
graph that begins with questions:

What would happen if we were totally honest with ourselves? Would we
be able to stand the pain of giving up seif-d on? Would the complete
truth be too much for us to bear? Such quest will probably never be
answered, for in everyday life we protect ou 25 from the onslaught of
too much reality. All of us cultivate defense mechanisms that prevent us
from seeing, hearing, or feeling too much. Included among such defense
mechanisms are rationalization, reaction formation, and substitution.

Copyright ©2002 The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights rescrved

Note, however, that the thesis itself must not be a question.

6 Quotation. A quotation can be something you have read in a book or an arti-
c‘l‘e. It can‘also be. something that you have heard: a popular saying or proverb
( l\.Ie:/er give advice to a friend”); a current or recent advertising slogan (‘Jus!
doit”); i favo'rlte expression used by your friends or family (“My father always
says..."). Using a quotation in your introductory paragraph lets you add som¢”

one else’s voice to your own. H 1 ra ra])h that E
: . 5 €re 1S an e I
; , xample of a parag

“Evil,” wrote Martin Buber ;
er, “j i ion ;
a fatherless boy, with a mother t flgilon Miiiaudain ehie ly cr

00 confused by h g Ily caré
for me, | st y her own life to really
birthday, | L:):fg:ezv:nc:rntirin:;er (;f dangerous paths. Before my eighteent

- aburglar, and a dru
. g dealer.
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Supporting Paragraphs

Most essays have three supporting points, developed in three separate paragraphs.
(Some essays will have two supporting points; others, four or more.) Each of the
supporting paragraphs should begin with a topic sentence that states the point to
be detailed in that paragraph. Just as the thesis provides a focus for the entire
essay, the topic sentence provides a focus for each supporting paragraph.

Activity
1. What is the topic sentence for the first supporting paragraph of “My Job in
an Apple Plant”? (Write the sentence number here.)
- What is the topic sentence for the second supporting paragraph?
- What is the topic sentence for the third supporting paragraph?

Transitional Sentences

In paragraphs, transitions and o de s (pages 81-87) are used to
help link sentences. 1 v i1 nal sentences are used to help
tie the supporting pa 5 ional sentences usually occur
near the end of one pa I ;

In “My Job in an Appl i itional sentence is:

I would not have minded the difficulty of the work so much if the pay had
not been so poor.

In this sentence, the keyword difficulty reminds us of the point of the first sup-
porting paragraph, while pay tells us the point to be developed in the second sup-
porting paragraph.

Activity

Here is the other transitional sentence in “My Job in an Apple Plant”:
But even more than the low pay, what upset me about my apple plant job
was the working conditions.

Complete the following statement: In the sentence above, the keywords

echo the point of the second supporting paragraph, and the

keywords announce the topic of the third supporting
paragraph.
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Concluding Paragraph

i v mim
The concluding paragldph often su -
sis and, at times, the main suppor tmg‘p
to a natural and graceful end, sometime
on the subject.

arizes the essay by brieﬂy restating the p,
nts. Also, the conclusion brings the Paper
s leaving the reader with a final though¢

Activity s '
1. Which sentence in the concluding paragraph of “My Job in an Apple Plap
restates the thesis and supporting points of the essay?

2. Which sentence contains the concluding thought of the essay?

Essays to Consider

Read the three student essays below and then an

1 the questions that follow.

Giving Up a Baby

1As | awoke, | overheard a nurse say, “It's a lovely baby boy. 2How could
a mother give him up?” 3“Be quiet,” another voice said. 4“She’s going to
wake up soon.” 5Then | heard the baby cry, but | never heard him again.
éThree years ago, | gave up my child to two strangers, people who wanted
a baby but could not have one. 7| was in pain over my decision, and | can
still hear the voices of people who said | was selfish or crazy. SB',ut the
reasons | gave up my child were important ones, at least to ;119

°l gave up my baby, first of
[ all, because | wa 10 nl
seventeen, and | was un DS PRl IR el

married. 11Becayse | was so i feel

: 1 young, | did not yet
the fiesure to have and raise a baby. 12| knew that | would b hild raising
a child and that, e

| , I had not hag th.e exp
responsible, giving Parent. 15\What i
knew what life was | about myself; :

16Besides m
IR gaig.e.na‘nhztgzr factor in my decision was the problems my
fopped out of high school before graduation

and | did not have an
job or even ;
18My parents would have to s Chance. of a job, at least for a while:

fleventualyy

otaj ould
*2They woyq pe gota job, my parents !

Ve to be full-time baby-sitte’
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