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Where as realizing the benifit that people
living in urban and rural Kebele adminstration
region, using their democratic right, establish
their own scial courts inorder to be adjudicated by
their nominee judges;

Where as it has become neccessary to clearely
stipulate the jurisdiction of social courts to be
estabilished by the people in their respective
Kebele residences, with requered to criminal and
civil matiers as well as court procedures;

Now therefore, council of the Ambhara
National Regional State persuant to sub Article
3/1 of Article 49 and Article 92 of the constitution
of the region, here by preclaimed as follows.
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PART ONE
1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as "A Kebele
Soial Courts of the Amhara National Regional
Establishing proclamation No 20/] 997.*

2. Establishiment

In accordance with Aticle 86/1/c and Article
87/7 of the constitution of the Amhara National
Regional Kebele Social Courts are here by
established by this proclamation in each
respective urban and rura) kebeles, that function
28 the part of the administration of the same.

3. Definition

Unless the context requires otherwise in this
proclamation

L "Constitution” means the constitution of the
Ambhara National Regional

2. "Court" means a body established, persuant to
Artole 2 of this proclamation and here in after
refered to as Scial ourt,

3. "Judges" means judges nominated to adjudicate
cases in the Kebele Social Courts to be
established persuant to this proclamation

4. "Woreds Court' means a lower court
established in accordance with article 3 of the
of Amhara National Regional State Court
establishement proclamation NO 11/1988,

4. Objectives

The social courts shall have the following
objectives

1. Realize the human democratic rights and
benifits ensured under the constitutions of the
Ethiopian Federal Democratic Republic and
the Amhara National Regional State,

Make efforts to maintain peace and good
neighbourly relation among residents of
kebele where they are established,

- Raise the residents tegal awearness inorder

that they may understand the concept of the
rule of law, and make respect for the law their
proud culture as well ag enabling them
participate in juicial functions,
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PART TWO
Judicial Functi

5. Judical Independence

The judges of the social courts shall excercise
B gl

their judicial function in plete indeg
they shall be guided by other authority than that
of all law

6.

]

w

w

Hearing in_Public

. The social courts hear cases in public,

provided, however, that where public morality
and safety, so require the hearing shall
incamera.

The social court shall held hearings at its
normal place of sitting in the Kebele
However, it may hold hearings at any other
place with in the kebele where it finds it
nesessary for educatinal value and the
prompote discharge of judical function.

. Each social court shall determine the holding

day and time of its hearing taking into account
condition of occupation, life style and faith of
the people.

. Withdrawal of Judges

A judge of social court may not sit in
procedings of a case where he has close
consaqunit or affinity or personal conflict
'with one of the partics or previously has been
involved in the case as a judje or consulaiar.

A judge of a social court who realized the

of the condition, 1 d under
sub Article 1 of this article shall withdraw
from the case.

. Objection may be loged by the parties, where

the judge of the social court does not with
draw from the case on his own will. The other
judges of the court decided by examining the
challenge whether or not the judge should be
withdrawn from the case

. No appeal shall be loged upon the decision

whether or not a judge of a social curt should
be withdrawn from the case.

. The reserve judges of the social court shall

replace and hear the case where a judge is
withdrawn from the case,




IR 4 Whé T NN #TC 20 M 21 +7 1987 9. 9°, Zikwo Hig Gazette - No 20 - 28" June 1997 - Paged

A A0
8._PSTF gogey

L pd0A  “nce s/04  STF
Nt g WALS™S,  heyt
APLALYT MOAe 9"/ LETA L.

2. PPOA. TG R/0F RIA Pror
Phavdar S2F geihge £y geac
Fhar/ LAY g3 ESCOS A/
L0 N

L ¢ 1 o

L. re0A “yonse s 8%
FRIN TNt Houw'} fEflha-
aul-+R L fhIAT0-4- Hou}
L7

2. e men AR | prdRer
LTCFTi P nee /0% A% vy
fhavdm  Nar 0Ty
Hhar} A$ ALE PAIADA~h Hou
POULRLP PAIPGA

10, e#0A.  =yu0sp L )

h AT

L. “T¥ae PeOA NP S/0F 25
Phodmlt) ALY 09990 wL.om
PPL AIRPY @R9v ey graqg

+EAT LR 17 ARy
e /04 hodm3  kah
au' it £an TMa NG

Ead &0

2. PO 9" /0 AIA0 Ahherhie
L NFTH e AL 8y
KNHPLCh PPOAD sy PUTE L
hop-t Ty ~Me AT
PhRouad  PUYUNLPE /01 5%
hWe%vd i KB APHPar
B A

11._0aS%T A4

N5 pPOA NP /0%
WIL AOS ad £FF AL uee 87
AALN Hhta PTG AT Fmand
BT Lol

12._0aFae3_ o343
A “TNSE S/0T WIBT 148

PP @ AN EFTF 07LTFOT Faet
Ergéve

PART THREE
B._Electorol of judges.

1. Judges of the social court being presented by
the execution committe of the kebele shall be
appointed by the counted of the same.

2. The persons to be elected as judges of the
social courts shall have good manner.

9. Term of office.

1. The term of the judges of the social court shall
be the term office of the administration of the
Kebele.

2. Despite the above mentioned sub Article Iy
the term of adjudge of the social court shall
terminate where he changes his place of
residence from his kebele,

10. Removal of judges of kebele social courts .

1. A judge of the social court may at any time be
removed from office by the council of the
kebele. due 1o failure to properly discharge his
duties when found committed in moral action,

2. Until the council of the kebele hold meetings,
to avoid risks in the justices work, the
executive committee of the kebele shall
remaove the judge of the social court who
committed immoral action

11. ers of judges
In every kebele social court there shall be

priding judge end two other judges as well as two
alternate judges.

12. Constitution of chelt,

The social court shall have a chalot composed
of three judges to hear the case
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PART FOUR
Yurisdiction of kel 5 -
13. Local jurisdiction.

The kebele social court shall have local
jurisdiction to hear a case only when one of
the following situations gets fulfilled:-

1.1 The accused resides,

1.2 The subject matter of the dispuie is
located or committed wherethe social
court established

1.3 The offense is committed with in the
kebele of its establishment.

e

2. Where the case is submitted to more than one
court, the court to which submission is first
made shall be deemed to have jurisdiction and
shall decide the case

14._Material jurisdiction concerning civil
cases.

1. The kebele social court shall have the power to
hear and decide the following *

1.1. Any dispute involving pecuniary claims

ot exceeding birr 1000 (one thousand)

or property claims having an estimated
value no exceeding birr 1000 (one
thousand)

Dispute involving claims of land

possessions with in the rural kebeles

regions.

1.3, Dispute involving claims of houses ,
lands, rents and service charges with in
the regions of the rural kebeles

1.4, Dispute involving claims of rent and

service charges not exceeding birr 500
(five hundred), renting to houses and
lands with in the boundary of urban
kebele

1.5 . Claims beside on the civil code regarding
branches and roots (Art 1212} repair of
wall or building (Art 1218)Jest things
(Art 1219),installation of pipes (Art
1220).right of way (Art 1221), rain water
(Art 1245), and duties of land owners
below (Art 1246)
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2. The Social court may examine and acrtity the
means of livelihood of an applicant for free
services rendered by goverement organs

Wa . go s = 15, Material jurisdiction concerning criminal
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,any one of the following penalties,

1.1. Warn the offender, or

1.2, Order the offender to make an appology
to the injured person, or

1.3, Impose fines of up to birr 300(three
hundred) to be paid immediately or with
in a fixed period of time Lor

1.4, Impase for on period of not exceeding 15
(fifteen) days ,a sentence of compulsory
labour which is related to the trade of the
offender and useful to the community to
be carried outside the regular working
hours, or.

1.5, Impose a sentence of confinement not
exceeding one month, or

1.6. Order, when the offense has caused
bodily harm or damage to property, the
pay of P not ding
birr 500 (five hundred) when the injured
party 80 claims.

The social court may impose more than one

penalties prescribed under sub Article one
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2. The social court may senten

here of, where the accused is a habitual
offender or found guilty of more than one
offenses

ocial court may, where it deems it
necessary ,in addition to penalties prescribed
under  sub-Article order the
confiscation of the instrument with which the

The

two hereof,
petty offense 15 committed

where it deems il
additional
for perwod not
public

The social court may

order a measire

necessary,
prohibits
exceeding one month, from going

screationotters,
places where the offense no committed

the Laccused

ars or such other stmilar

In assessing sentence the social court shall take
wvity of the off: , the
s, the level of income

into account the
personal ciroumstan
and the family responsibility of the caused

7. Contempt of chelot,

Th al court may summarily punish with
fine not exceeding birr 100 (hundred) any
person who ,in the course of its proceedings,
obstructs its hearings with insults,
infimidation , ridicule or other similar acts of
disturbance

person lo
imprisonment not exceeding ten days where
he is out side or inside the court , agghated
1o commitiee an out of violence and create a
disturbance on the preceeding of the court

PART FIVE
Procedures of kebele social courts

18, Principle

1. Any social court shall follow the procedures
provided for in this proclamation

2. Any person may , Up on psrm
presiding judge, forward his v
opinions on the case under consideration .
provided however, that the decision of the
court shall be beside on law

19. Institution of proceedings

1. A case, instituted before a social court , may,
according to the gravity of the case, be
presented in writing to orally or,

2. When in writing , it shall be prepared in two
copies when presented orally, the court shall
prepare a file where i the names and
addresses of the parties as well as the
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summary facts of the case, the list of the
evidence and witnesses ghall be entered.

3. The presiding judge of the social court shall

examine ‘the application and make the
necessary preparation to ensure that the
necessary documents and evidences are
submitted. The presiding judge shall issue
summons to the parties, witnesses and other
persons required to give evidence.

20. Prosecution

The proceedings of petty offenses falling
under the jurisdiction of the social courts shall be
as follows.

1. Offenses relating to bodily injury, freedom
honor and property shall be instituted by the
vietim himself or his representative

2. Offenses committed against the benefit of the
regional state and the people shall be
mstituted by the concerned kebele office.

21, Serving of summons.

1. Any person againsi whom proceedings are
instituted before the kebele social court
offiered advance notice of the case against him
to prepare his defense and notice of the case
against him to prepare his defense and appear
before the court by sgrving him the date, time
and with a summons in which place of
hearing; as well as the name of the plantiff
and a summary of the case of action shall be
specified

2. Summons issued to the parties or other
persons required to appear before the court
shall, as foresee possible, be in writing,

22, Production of evidence, »

1. Any social court may require the attendance
of any witness or the production evidences
necessary for the decision of the case.

2. Any person or office or organization shall
have the duty, upon notice by the court, to
appear before it or to produce evidence with
in the proper time.
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23, Railure to appear

1. Where , in the case of petty offense, a
defendant fails to appear as summoned before
the court , a second summons shall be served
notifying him of the date of thinnest hearing .
where he fails to comply with the second
summons, the court shall issue a bench
wasrant for his appearance through the police
unit or defense squad of the kebele,

2. Where, in the case of a civil dispute, the
plaintift fails to appear on the day of hearing,
he shall be given one other chance. where he
fails to oppear for the second time , the court
shall dismiss the case unless it pending for
decision

3. Where, in the case of a civil dispute, the
defendant faills to appear before the social
court, a second summon shall be served on
him, where he fails to appear for the second
time, the case shall be heard expartie.

24. Reopening

1. Plaintiff or defendant, who for good cause
fails to appear for the second time as provided
in sub-Articles (2) or (3) of Article 23 hereof,
may apply to the court state his reasons in
detail , to reopen the case or to rexamine its
decision as the case may be.

~

Where the court is satjsfied that plaintiff the
defendant failed to appear before it for good
case, it may reopen the case closed pursuant
to Article 23(2) for failure of the plainfift to
appear, or to reexamine its decision given
exparte pursuant to Article 23 (3) here of

w

. Application for the reopening of the cause for
good cause, or for re- examining a decision
for good case shall be submitted with in 30
(thirty) days from the day the cause ceases to
exist. Any application submitted afier the
expity of this time limit, shall not be
entertained

25, Good cases ¥

Far the purpose of Article 24 (3) of this
proclamation , bed confining mner, death of a
close relative, conditions preventing movement
from place to place , or other similar cases of

o
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force major shall be deemed 1o be good cause

26. Proceeding of court hearing.

1. The social court shall sit on the date and time
fixed for hearing,

2.The court shall ensure the attendance of the
parties before hearing starts. s

3. If the case relates to violation of petty offense,
the defendant shall appear in person ignored
10 be able to defend himself

27, With drawal

Any plainfift or accuser may withdraw his
case at any time before the social court renders its
decision.

28. Dismissal of a case

Where in the course of proceedings of a
civil case, the kebele social court discovers that
the case falls outside its jurisdiction, it shall
dismiss such a case.

29, Decision making.

The social court shall;

. As fore as possible , be made by unanimous
vote. in the absence of unanimity, the decision
shall be made by a majority vote. The
dissenting opinion shall also be recorded there
with

. Inits decision , specify in brief the facts of the
cease, the evidences produced and the reasons
for the decision

=)

w

The social court shall render its decision with
in 45 (forty five) days from the institution of
the suetunless and otherwise it is confronted
with problems related to complaints and
introduction of evidences for the case.

*
30. Appeal,

1. Any party aggrievated by the decision of the
court shall notify the court of his desire to
appeal with in 5 (five) days of the
pronouncement of the decision. The court
shall cause to be given to the appellant a
certified copy of the decision with in 15
(fifteen) days from the date of notification
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2. The appellant shall lodge his appeal to the
wereda court with in 10 (ten) days of the
receipt of the copy of the decision

3. The decision of the wereda court shall be final,

4. With out prejudice to sub Article 3 of this
article where the wereds court , in its final
decisi ittes fund | error of law
or contradicts the reasons specified by
procedural faws, such a decision shall be
rectified through the high court by the way
cessation.

31. Execution of discision

1. Unless a stay of execution is ordered by the
appellant court the decision of the social
<court shall be executed 30 (thirty) days offer
the pronouncement of decision,

2. The social court may itself execute the
decision or delegate another appropriate body
to execute same,

3. Fine imposed by the court shall be transferred
to the state treasurey.

4. The social court shall order the execution of
the deoision on the property of person where,
although capable, he refuses to pay the fine
imposed.

5. Where the social court believes that the person
failed to pay the fine due to causes beyond
his control , it may convert the fine into
compulsory labour.

6. Under this proclamation an ordersd
confinement shall be executed in such a place,
determined by the executive committee of the
kebele to be place of confinement with in the
kebele.

PART SIX
Miseell g

32, Expenses.

Each party to a dispute shall bear his own
expenses. If however, the court has reason to
believe that the plaintiff instituted the case with
the intention of harassing the defendant, it may
order the plaintiff to pay up to birr 100 (one
hundred) to the defendant by way of damage

33.Report. 5t

The social court shall, from time to time
submit report to the administration of its kebele
#nd to the presiding judge of the concerned

1%
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woreda court .

34. Duty to cooperate.

Any office , organization, institution or
association employing a judge of the social court
shall extend the necessary assistance to the judge
in the proper caring out of his activities.

35, In applicable laws.

Any law, regulations or directives
¥ i with this proclamation shall not
apply in respect of matters provided for here in.

36._Power o issue regulation

The regional excutive committee shall have
the power to issue regulation and directives for
the purpose of impli ing this procl i

37, Effective date.

This proclamation shall come in to force on
the date of its ratification by the council of the
region

Done at Bahir Dar
This 28* day of June 1997
Council of the Amhara National
Regional State




