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Che140r AP hAA A Proclamation of the Constitution of
il vyt the Amhara
e National Region
A% eh91e NduéP DA MUOTE AlOPGT +7046F e8¢m7 | Preamble
MLT  PCU ANARE  LPNELE  PNFFETT hEGT R0 WHERE AS, we the people of the Amhara
CADGIG LUINGP TANLTF ALV A%A ¢Crt SCT7 ovd¢k | National Region, desiring to do away with
NALTIHFT A8 CRANDT AFP AZOF ATINDTL NaPHT the negative impact, which the age old

oppressive system, that suppressed our
AT CA1EAT NebC ANdul0l VHOTE AL (849 ¢4¢0- | human and democratic rights, inflicted upon
AONG AP @G NI (PRI U (HHPPS ¢4k aan®E | our development through its unb7alanced
Ur7 ao$CIHT (T1LG19° Usd W78.549° aPENTE economic and social policies, there by
Subjecting us to poverty and back wardness,
o PR1EET AT Adud0 VHOF G483 Alrd I8N
eI DN PC AET PCYE FICONT WIGTET hAEKE CINAG WHERE AS, desiring to rectify the
CUHNT AOARS QIPhA0PR oPORFT ORI AACT hean | damaging  circumstances, caused by the
UHOE 207 0CA (40 oAy oo hah ovThma  £ea | atrocious national oppression once and for
CENNGATT NAMPALE e COALTT P& Sahsne® 4esae | all, to which most of the nations, nationality
CEAAD UG, AIe heTHET avdM? eam Meon nooimn: | and peoples of our country, wgfe subjected,
and which has been directly or indirectly
A% Nehode® NAA C9°7TT VT O-H4M7 ADGULLE 1Tt | victimizing us;
AHAE  (APS  ASNZ  QIPhéN.  PPINPD NATRKY  dLlAP

LENENLE SFNAN M1 a1t ¢-P8T NhANTT7 Usd IC WHERE AS, realizing that, through the
CEIGHNG  ehalk  DHOF  CH0GAT? @l av717#e o0 | heroic struggle of all the nation, nationality
AHGLE VaF 0276 A8 ATIPA COLLNFNT C40%F7 41 71T | and peoples of our country, the backward
05T WiV hPNET (ovys oppressive system has been uprooted, and
£U7 NAAR V1 o070t (PP AAT4E7 e0CM7 NANGTFD ¢h™1é- | for the benefit of the advancement of our
At ® NAA PPNC O AONEFE Atz a 15 7 1987 9. | mytual development, our ounty Ethiopia, has

NELETPA: now become a federal Democratic Republic,
where generally, rule of law has reigned,
S P 2 O Y O AL Ve individual and peoples human and
L06G Nk democratic rights, and peoples rights to self
MPAA LI LP5 determination unto secession, is being
nrea 1 respected,

fhan @70t Aewh

WHERE AS, strongly believing that, we
80 a1 oIt Ch@ld AP hANE o7t Lensnee | the people of the Amhara Region, shall
ADPPCT BLIIIAz (LY POLT PoLERKAOD- 007 IO achieve rapid economic development,
"Cne1é Ndud® NAAR a0 1" (9LA D90 BMEAz: sustainable peace, and developed democracy
through our own constitution that is adopted
from the constitution of the Federal
democratic Republic of Ethiopia, intertwined
with the objective situation of the region,
which shall enable us to exercise our
respected and unrestricted constitutional
rights.

Now, THEREFORE, we do hereby adopt
this regional constitution on this 22" day of
June 1995, through our representatives
hrea 2 @lected with our direct participation for the

£h™é A D07 ouncil of the Amhara National Regional
PATl4 hAA NATE7 17148 NAATOPNEP hdC hAAT 0e0-0 | State,
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CONSTITUTION OF THE AMHARA
NATIONAL REGION
CHAPTER ONE
GENERAIL PROVISIONS
ARTICLE 1
THE NAME OF THE REGIONAL STATE

This constitution provides for the

democratic structure of the Amhara National

Regional State Accordingly, the National

State shall be called "the Amhara National
Regional State"

The state to be established according to this

shall be called "The Amhara National
Regional State"

Article 2
Territory of the Amhara Region
The Amhara region is bordered by the
Tipray region in the North, the Afar region in
the East, The Oromiya region in the South,
the Benshangal (Gumuz) region and the
Sudan in the West,

Article 3
Flag of the Amhara National Regional
State
The Amhara National Region State shall
have its own flag and emblem; the
particulars shall be determined by law.
Article 4
The National Anthem of the Amhara
Region
The Amhara Region shall have its own

national Anthem; the particulars shall be
determined by law.
Article 5
Language
1. All languages existing in the region,
shall enjoy equal state recognition
2. The official language of the regional
state shall be Amharic
Article 6
Capital city of the Region
Bahir Dar is the capital city of the region.
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Article 7

Gender
In this constitution, provisions enacted in the
masculine gender shall be deemed to include
the feminine gender

CHAPTER TWO
FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITIONAL
PRINCIPLES
Article 8
The Determination of people
With out prejudice to the super macy of the
constitution of the Federal Democratic

Republic of Ethiopia,

1. The supreme power of the Regional
state, belongs to the peoples of the
Amhara Region,

2. The Supre macy of the people shall be

expressed through their elected
representatives and through their
direct democratic participation.

Article 9
Sure macy of the Constitution
Without prejudice to the sure macy
of the constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia;
1. This constitution is the supreme law of

the national Region. Any law, customary
practice, and decision, made by state
organ or public official inconsistent there
with shall be null and void

2. All residents, state organs, political
organizations, other associations and
their officials, have the duty to comply
with this constitution; and have it
respected;

3. Assuming power in any manner, other
than as provided by this constitution is
prohibited.

Article 10
Human and Democratic Rights

1. Human rights and freedoms as
inherent rights of man are inalienable
and inviolable.

2. The Human and Democratic rights of
peoples and citizens, shall be
protected.

Article 11
Separation of State and Religion
1. The Amhara National Regional State
is a secular state
2. There shall be no state religion
3. The state shall not interfere in
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religious affairs, neither shall religion
interfere in the affairs of the state
Article 12

Functions and Accountability of state

1. The activities of state shall be
undertaken in a manner which is open
and transparent to the public.

2. The people may recall any one of their
representatives, whenever they loose
confidence in him; the particulars
shall be determined by law.

3. Any ©public official or elected
representative, shall be accountable
for breach of his official duties

CHAPTER THREE

Fundamental Rights and Freedoms
Article 13

Scope of Application and Interpretation

1.

2.

The legislative, executive and judicial
branches of the National Regional State,
at all level, shall have the duty to comply
with the provisions of this chapter, and
have it respected.

The Fundamental rights and freedoms
enumerated in this chapter shall be
interpreted in a manner consistent with
the universal declaration of Human rights;
international human rights, covenants, and
conventions, ratified by the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

PART ONE
ARTICLE 14
National Rights of the Amhara People
The Amhara Peoples as provided in the
constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, shall have the
unrestricted right to self determination up
to secession.
Accordingly, the people of the Amhara
Nation;

. Shall, have the right to preserve and have

it respected, its national identity to
preserve and promote its history and
heritage, as well as, to use and develop its
language; to promote its culture, help it
grow and flourish.
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2. Shall, have the unrestricted right to
determine and administer its own affairs
on its own, within its geographical area, as
well as, the right to participate freely and
effectively in a manner of fair and proper
representation in the central government.

3. The Amhara Nation shall, have the
unrestricted right to administer itself; and
this shall include the right to establish
governmental institutions within the
territory it inhabits, and the right to fair
representation in the federal government.

4. Shall, exercise its right to self
determination wup to secession, in
accordance with article 39 of the
constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia; where it is convinced
that, the rights mentioned in sub article 1-
3 of this provision are denied, abridged, or
abrogated, and could not be rectified,
under unity.

5. The right to self determination up to

secession of nation, nationality and

peoples, stipulated in sub article 4 of this

4 provision, may be exercised;

a/ Where the demand for secession is
approved by a two-thirds (2/3) majority
vote of the legislative council of the
nations nationalities or peoples.

b/ where the federal state organizes
referendum for the nation nationality or
the people demanding secession with in
three years upon receipt of the rsion of the
council of the nation nationality or People.

c/ Where the demand for secession is

supported by a simple majority vote in the
referendum,

d/ Where the Federal Government transfers
power to the parlianent of the nation,
nationality or people which has opted for
secession,

e/ Where property is partitioned in
accordance with the law,

6. The National Rights enumerated in sub.
articles 5 of article 14 shall be applicable
to the peoples of HIMRA; AWI and
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OROMIA
7.The term " Nation, Nationality or

people in this constitution' Shall

mean " a community with the

following characteristics People

with culture reflecting common
charactterstic features or similar
custom, common language, in
which they can communicate, who
belive that they have a common or
related life and who have a
common psychological make up as
well as the majority of whom live

with in a common territory"

PART TWO
Human Rights
Article 15
The Right to Life, Liberty and Security
of Person
Every one by virtue of being human has
the inalienable and inviolable right to life,
liberty, and security of person.
Article 16
The Right to Life
Every human being has the right to live. No
one shall be deprived of his life except by
reason of his conviction in accordance with
the law, for a serious crime committed by
him.
Article 17
The Right to Security of Person
Every one shall have the right to security of
person
Article 18
Liberty
1. No one whether male or female shall be

deprived of his (her ) liberty except in

accordance with such procedures as are
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2.

3.

laid down by law.
. No one shall, be arrested or detained with
out being charged or convicted of a crime
with
procedures as are laid down by law.

Article 19
Prohibition of Inhuman Treatment

. Every one shall, have the right not to be
subjected to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment
.No one shall, be held in slavery or
servitude trafficking in human being for
whatever purposes it might be is
prohibited.
.No one shall, be required to perform
forced or compulsory labour
. For the purpose of sub article 3 of this
provision, the term " forced or compulsory
labour shall" not include,

a/ Any labour which is in accordance with
the law, required of a prisoner while in
detention or of a person during
conditional release from such detention

b/ any service required of a person who is
a conscious objector in lieu o military
service

¢/ Any service exacted in cases of
emergency or calamity threatening the
life, or well being of the community;

d/ Any voluntary economic or social

except in  accordance such

developmental activity undertaken by the
people of the community concemed;

Article 20
Rights o Persons under Arrest
1. Any one arrested on criminal charges
shall, have the right to be informed
promptly and in detail, in a

language which he understands of the nature

and cause of the charge against him;

2. Every one under arrest shall, have the
right to keep silent and to be warned
promptly, in a language which he
understands, that any statement he may
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make may be used in evidence against
him,

3. Every one shall, have the right to be

brought before a court of law within 48
hours after his arrest. This shall not
include, a reasonable time taken in the
journey to a court of law. He shall, have
the right to be specifically informed that
there is sufficient cause for his arrest, as
soon as, he appears in court;

4. Every one shall, be entitled to an

inalienable right of habeas corpus where
the police officer or the public prosecutor
fails to bring the accused to court within
the time limit provided by law where the
interest of justice so requires or where
remand has been requested for further
investigation the court may order the
accused to be kept in custody for a
duration as is deemed necessary Remand

granted by a court shall, be such as to
enable the responsible officials of the
public prosecution, to investigate and

speedily bring the case to a court of law

5. Persons under arrest shall, have the right

not to be forced to make any confessions
or admissions of any evidence, that may be
brought against him during the trial. No
evidence obtained in such a manner shall,
be legally admissible

6. Any one under arrest shall, have the right

to be released on bail. The courts may,
however, for reasons specified by law,
reject the application for bail, allow a
conditional release, or demand the
production of sufficient sureties.

Article 21

Rights of the Accused
1. Every one charged with an

offence shall, be entitled to a public
hearing before an ordinary court of
law with out undue delay, the trial
may however be conducted in
camera only for the purposes of
protection the private lives of the
parties public morals, and moral
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security

2. Every-one charged with an

offence shall, be adequately
48informed in writing of the charges
brought against him.

3. Everyone charged with an
offence shall, be presumed
innocent until proved guilty, by a
court of law; and not to be
compelled to testify against himself

4. Every one charged with an
offence shall be entitled to inspect
any evidence brought against him,
examine

witnesses testifying against him, present or

obtain the production of any evidence or

obtain the attendance of witnesses in their

defence

5. Every one charged with an offence
shall, have the right to defend himself

through legal assistance of his own
choosing, and to have freel Ilegal
assistance assigned to him by the

government, where the interests of justice
so requires, and he does not have sufficie
nt means to pay for it.

6. Every one charged with an offence
shall, have the right to his conviction or
sentence being reviewed on appeal, by a
competent court of law

7. Everyone charged with an offence
shall, have the right to be provided with an
interpreter by the government, where the
trial is conducted in a language which he
does not undrstand.

Article 22
Rights of Persons in Custody and
Convicted Prisoners

1. Any person in custody or a convicted
prisoner shall, have the right to humane
treatment which accords with his human

dignity.
2. Any person in custody or a convicted
prisoners shall, have the right to

communicate with and be visited by
spouse (s), close relatives and friends,
medical attendants, religious and legal
counsellors.

Article 23

D None - Retroactivity of Criminal laws
1. No one shall, be held guilty of any criminal
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8.

9.

offence on account of any act, or omission,
which did not constitute a criminal offence
under the law at the time when it was
committed. Nor shall, a heavier penalty be
imposed than the one that was applicable
at the time when the criminal offence was
committed

. Not withstanding the provisions of sub

article 1 of this article, laws enacted after
the commission of the offence shall, apply
before or after sentence where they are
favourable to the accused.
Article 24
Prohibition of Double Jeopardy

No one shall, be liable to the tried or

submitted again for an offence for which

he

acquitted,

convicted,
with

has been finally or

in accordance the

criminal laws and procedures.

Article 25

Right to Human Dignity and Good

Reputation
Everyone shall, have the right to his

human dignity and good reputation

Every one shall, have the right to
freely develop his personality in a manner
consistent with the rights of others.

1.

2.

3. Every one shall, have the right to

recognition every where as a natural
person, before the law.
Article 26

The Right to Equality
(All persons shall be equal before the law, and

shall, be entitled to equal protection of the
law, with out any discrimination what soever.
All persons, shall be entitled to equal and

adequate guarantees without

distinction of any kind; such as race, nation,

nationality colour sex language religion
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3.

4.

political or social origin, property, birth or

other status

Article 27
Right to privacy

. Every one shall, have the right to his

privacy and physical integrity. This right
shall, include protection from searches of
his person, his home, his property and
protection from seizure of property under
his possession.

. Private postal correspondence, as well as,

the

telephone telecommunications and other

other = communication  through

electronic device, shall be inviolable

. Government officials shall, have the duty

to respect and enforce these rights
Exercise of these rights may only be
restricted by laws enacted for purpose of
prevention of crimes, protection of
national security, public health and
morality, rights and freedoms of others, in
periods of emergency.

Article 28
Freedom of Religion, Conscience and
Thought
. Every one shall, have the right to freedom
of thought, conscience and religion. This
right shall, include freedom, either

individually or in community with others,
and in public or in private, to manifest his
religion or belief in worship, observance
practice and teaching.

. Without out prejudice to subarticle 2 of

article 96 of this constitution, followers of
any religion in order to enable them
disseminate and organize their religion,
may establish educational and
administrative institutions.

No one shall, be subject to coercion
by force or any other means, which would
impair his freedom to have or to a adopt a
religion or belief of his choice,

Parents and legal guardians shall
have, the rights, in accordance with their
belief to give their children religious or
moral instruction.
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5. Freedom to manifest one's religion or
belief, may be subject only to such
limitations as are prescribed by law; and
are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health, or morals, or the
fundamental rights and freedoms of
others, and to ensure the secular nature of
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laws of Ethiopia. The legislature or any

pardon, or give amnesty, with regard to
such offences.

PART THREE
DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS
Article 30
Right to hold Opinions, Thoughts and
Free Expressions.

1. Every one shall have the right to hold
opinions with out any interference

2. Every one shall, have the right to
freedom of expression with out
interference This right shall include:
freedom to seek, receive, and impart,
information and idea of all Kkinds,
regardless of frontier, either orally, in
writing or in print, in the form of art or
through other media of his choice.

3. Freedom of the press and mess media
and freedom of artistic creation, is
guaranteed. Press freedom shall, in
particular, include the rights enumerated
hereunder,

a/ That censorship in any form is prohibited

b/ The opportunity to have access to
information of interest to the public

4. The press shall, be granted institutional
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ideas and opinions, that are necessary in a
democratic society

5. Any media financed or controlled by the
government shall, be organized in a
manner suitable for the accommodation of

differences of opinions

6. The above mentioned rights may
be subjected to limitations only in
such laws issued based on the
principle that, the freedom to seek
opinion and information shall not
be deprived owing to the content
and the effect of thought to be
followed there of legal limitations
may be laid down upon these right

only for the sake of protecting the
wellbeing of youth, human

dignity and good reputation Agitation for
war. as well as public statements against
human dignity shall be prohibited by law
Any citizen found violating these legal
limitations in exercising the above
mentioned rights shall. be liable to law

Article 31
Freedom of Assemble, Public

Demonstration and the Right to Petition

1. Every one shall; have the freedom, in
association with others, to peaceably
assemble with out arms, engage in public
demonstration; and the right to petition.
Appropriate procedures may be enacted to
ensure that, public meetings and
demonstrations do not disrupt public
activities; or that such meetings and
demonstrations do not violate public
morals, peace, and democratic rights.

2. This right shall not absolve any one of

liability arising from the laws enacted to
protect the safety of the youth, human
dignity, and good reputation, aspiration

for war and public statements that affect
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human dignity.

Article 32
Right to Association
Everyone shall have the right to form
associations for whatever purposes
Associations formed in violation of the
appropriate laws, or Associations formed
with the objective of overthrowing the

constitutional order, or associations
carrying out these activities, shall, be
prohibited.

Article 33

Freedom of Movement
Every resident of the region or any other

preson lawfully within the region shall,
have the freedom to freely move and
establish his residence within the region;
as well as, to travel out of the region.

Article 34
Rights of persons of other Regions

1. Any Ethiopian citizen of other
regions, residing in this region,
shall have the right to live and
work, to move freely from place to
place to posses and own property
and wealth as other people of the
region.

2. Any Ethiopian who speaks the

language of the region, shall, have
the right to be elected or placed in

any governmental or public offices.

Article 35

Rights relating to Marriage, the

Individual, and the Family
1. All men and women attaining the legal age

of marriage, shall, have without any
distinction as to race, nation, nationality or
religion, the right to marry and form a
family They shall have equal rights in the
process of contracting the marrinage, its

duration, and dissolution Regulations shall
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be enacted to protect the rights and
interests of childeren in the event of
dissolution.

. Marriage shall be based only on the free

and full consent of the intending spoused

. The family is the natural and fundamental

basis of society and hence is entitled to
protection from society and the state

. Particulars relating to the recognition of

religious and customary marriages may be
determined by law.

. This constitution shall, not preclude the

right of parties to voluntarily submit their
dispute for adjudication in accordance
with religious. or customary laws
Particulars shall be determined by law

Article 36
The Rights of Women

. women shall have equal rights with men in

the enjoyment of the rights and protection
guaranteed by this constitution

. Women shall have equal rights with men

in respect to marriage in accordance with
what is enacted in this constitution

. Considering that women have traditionally

been viewed with inferiority and are
discrminated against they have the right
to the benefit of additional support under
taken for the purpose of introducing
corrective changes to such heritage The
aim of such measures is to ensure that
special attention is given enablingwomen
to participate and compete equally with
men in the political economic and social
fields both with in public and private
organisations.

. The state has the duty to guarantee the

rights of women; to be free from the
influence of harmful cultural practices. All
laws, stereotyped ideas, and customs,
which oppress women, or otherwise
adversely affect their physical and mental
wellbeing are prohibited.
Women shall have the right to
matemity leave with full remuneration The
duration of matermity leave shall be
determined by law having regard to the
nature of the work the woman's health,
and the welfare of the child, and its family
(b) Maternity leave may by law be made
to include pregnancy leave with full
remuneration.

6. Women shall have the right to demand
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that their opinions be heard on matters of
regional development

policies on plan and project implementation

and in particular on projects affecting their

interests.

7. Women shall, have the right to acquire
administer control, enjoy and dispose of
property they shall in particular have
equal rights with men regarding the use
transfer administration and control of land
they shall enjoy the same rights with men
with respect to inheritance.

8. Women shall, have equal right to
employment promotion equal pay and
transfer of pension

9. Women shall have the right of access to
education and information on family
planning and the capability to benefit
there by, so as to protect their good health
and prevent health hazards resulting from
child birth.

Article 37
The Rights of the Child
1. Every child shall be entitled to the
rights enumerated here under

a/ The right to life;
b/ The right to a name, and nationality
c/ the right to know and cared for by its
parents or other legal guardians
d/ The right to be protected against
exploitative practices and not to be
permitted to engage in any
employment which would prejudice its
health education, or welibeing
e/ The right to be protected from cruel
and inhuman punishment being
inflicted upon him in schools, or child
welfare institutions
.In all actiones conceming children
whether under taken by public or private
social welfare institutions, courts of law
administrative authorities, or legislative
bodies the best interests of the child shall,
be primary consideration
3. Juvenile offenders children in correction or
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rehabilitation institutions youth and
children under government foster ship and
children in public or private orphanages
shall be kept separate from adults

Children born out of wedlock shall have
equal rights with those born in wedlock
The state shall give special protection to
orphanages it encourages the
establishment of institutions that facilitate
and expand the system in which adopted
children are raised as well as promote
their wellbeing and education

Article 38

The Right to Justice

. Every one shall have the right to submit

his justiciable grievances to and obtain a
decree or judgement from a court of law,
or any other tribunal, that has the power
of adjudication given by law.

The following are entitled to the

right to obtain the decree or judgement

referred to under sub article 1 or this article

a/ Any association, with respect to the

private or common interests of its

members.

b/An individual, or a member of a group,

representing and group or persons having
similar interests.

Article 39
The Right to vote, and to be Elected

Every Ethiopian citizen, without
distinction on the basis of race colour
nation nationality sex language religion
political or any other view and with out
discrimination based on any other status
shall have the right to

a/ Take part in the conduct of public
affairs and administration directly freely
elected representatives;

b/ Elected, at the attainment of 18 years of
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age, in accordance with law,
c) Elect or be elected for any level in the
state during elections which shall in valve
all and be based on the equality of all the
the

guaranted to express their will in a free

people and where voters are

and secret manner.

Subject to the general and
special rules of membership of the
organization concerned, the right of every
one to join political parties, trade unions
chambers of commerce employer's and
professional associations is guaranteed

Elections to  positions of
responsibility with organization referred to
under subarticles 2 of this article shall be
conducted in a free and democratic
manner

The provisions of subarticles 2
and 3 of this article shall in so far as they
considerably affect public interest apply to
public institutions.

Article 40
The Right to property

. The right of every Ethiopian citizen

residing within and outside re/she

approach the region to won private
property, is guaranteed unless the law
provides other wish, in the public interest,
this right shall include the right to use and
enjoy property, and, in so far as it does not
violate the rights of others, to sell, transfer

by succession, or by any other means.

. For the purposes of this article the term

"private property" shall mean any
property, both corporeal and incorporeal.
Produced by the labour creativity. or
capital of an Ethiopian residing with in
and outside the region, or national or
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6. Without

regional associations endowed with legal
personality by law. or associations who
under appropriate conditions are allowed
by special laws to jointly own property.

3. The right to own rural and urban land as

well as natural resources belongs only to
the state and the people. Land is an
inalienable common property of the people
of the region.

4. The right of peasants of the region to free

allotment of land and not to be evicted
there from is guaranteed. Particulars for
its implementation shall, be determined by
law.

5. The nomads within the region shall, have

the right to free allotment of land and
utilize the same for the propose of grazing,
as well as, farming, and not to be evicted
there from; the particulars shall, be
determined by law.

prejudice to the right of
ownership of land by the people of the
region, the regional state shall, guarantee
the right of private investors to the use of
land upon payment of money, the amount
of which is to be determined by law.
particulars shall, be detemined by law.

7. Every Ethiopian resinding within and

outside the region shall, have the full right
to the immovable property he builds on
the land, an to the improvements he bungs
about on the land by his labour or capital.
This right shall, include the right to
alienate, and where right of use expires, to
remove his property. transfer his title, or
claim compensation for it particulars shall,
be determined by law.

8. Without prejudice to the right to private

property, the state

private property for public use, with the

may expropriate

prior payment of adequate compensation.

Article 41
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

1. Any person residing in the region, or any
Ethiopian who would like to live in the
region, shall have the right to engage
him self in any economic activity, and
load his living any business he may
chooses.

2. Every resident of the region shall have
the right to choose his means of living
his job and his profession.

3. All residents of the region shall, have the
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right to equal access to social services
run with state funds.

4. The Regional state shall, allocate
progressively increasing funds for the
purposes of promoting the people's
access to health education and other
social services.

5. The Regional state shall, within the limits

permitted

by the economic capability of the region,
care for and rehabilitate the physically and
mentally handicapped, the aged and
children, deprived of their parents or
guardians.

6. The regional state shall, devise policies
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designed to create employment of the poor
and unemployed issue programs designed
to open up work opportunities in the
public sector, and undertake projects.

7. The Regional state shall, take necessary

measures to expand the opportunities of
the residents of the region, to engage in
gainful employment.

Peasants and Nomads shall, have the
right to be paid a fair recompense, for
their produce which would enable them to
progressively attain an improved standard
of living and in proportion to their
productive contribution to the national
wealth. The regional state shall, be guided
by this objective in determining its
economic, and social development policies.

The state shall, have the responsibility
to preserve the cultural and historical
heritage, and contribute to the promotion
of the development of art and sports.

Article 42
Workers' Rights
1.(a) Factory and service sector
employees, peasants, agricultural
workers, other rural workers,
government employees, below a certain
level of responsibility and the nature of
whose employment so requires, shall,
have the right to form associations for the
purpose of improving their economic, and
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employment conditions. This right shall,
include the right to form trade union and
other associations, and to negotiate with
their employers, and other organizations
affecting their interests.

(b) The category of workers referred to in

paragraph (a) of this article shall, have
the right to express their grievances,
which shall, include the right to strike.

(c) Government employees who may
benefit from the right recognized under
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this article
shall, be determined by law.

(d) The right of women workers to equal
pay for equal work, is guaranteed

2. Workers shall, have the right to
appropriately defined working hours,
breaks, leisure, periodic leave with pay,
paid public holiday, and a safe and
healthy working environment.

3. Laws issued for the implementation of
these rights shall, without derogating
from the rights recognized under sub.
article 1 of this article, lay down
procedures for the establishment of the
said trade unions, and the manner of
conducting collective bargaining.

Article 43

The Right to Development
1. The right of the residents of the region,

to improve their standard of living and to

sustainable development is guaranteed.
2. The residents of the region shall, have

the right to participate in national

development, and in particular to
demand that their opinions be heard on
matters of policies and of projects

pertaining to the community, of which
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3.

1.

2.

2.

3.

they are members.

The main objectives of development
activities shall be the development of the
regions' residents, and the fulfillment of
their basic needs.
Article 44
Right to the protection of the
Environment

The residents of the region shall,
have the right to a clean and healthy
environment.

Every one who is uprooted from the
place of his residence by virtue of
programs undertaken by the regional
state, or one whose lively hood has been
affected, shall, have the right to receive
adequate monetary or other alternative
compensation, including transfer with
assistance, to another locality.

CHAPTER FOUR
Structure of the Regional State and
Allocation of Power.
Article 45
Administrative Hierarchies of the
Region
The region is organized by regional,

zonal, woreda, and kebele administrative
hierarchies; however, the regional council
may organize other administrative
hierarchies, and determine their powers
and duties, as may be necessary.

The HIMRA, AWI, and OROMO
peoples within the region shall, have their
own zonal councils.

Delegation of the peoples of other
nationalities within the region shall be
seen with special consideration,

particulars shall be determined by law

Article 46

Organization of the Power Structure of

1.

the Region
The council of the region, being the

regional state legislative body, shall be an

organ of the supreme power and is
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accountable to the people it represents.

2. The executive committee of the region

being the

higher executive organ of the region, shall,
be accountable to the council of the region.

3. The Judicial power of the region shall,

reside only in the regional court.

Article 47

Power and Duties of the Region
1. Powers and duties not exclusively
reserved to the Federal government
pursuant to the constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia shall be
the powers and duties of the regional
state.

The regional state accordingly, the
regional state shall:

2.1. Prepare and implement, economic,
and social development policies, plans,
and strategies

Enact and implement,
constitution and other laws

Administer land and natural
resources, in accordance with laws
enacted by the Federal Government

Establish  regional government
aimed at self administration; establish a
democratic order where rule of law
reigns. Safeguard and defend the
constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of  Ethiopia and this
constitution.

Levy taxes and duties on those
sources of revenue reserved for the
regional state prepare and implement its
own budget

Enact and implement laws
regulating administration and working
conditions of civil servants of the
regional government it shall however
have the responsibility, to ensure that
standards of education, training, and
experience, for a given job category are
comparable to the general standards

2.

2.2. state

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

2.6.
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adopted in the country.

2.7. Organize and direct the police force
of the regional state; Ensure laws and
order within the region

2.8. Grant amnesty in accordance with
law

2.9. Levy and collect income tax, from
the employees of the regional
government and enterprises

2.10. Levy and collect land use fees.
2.11. Levy and collect agricultural tax.
2.12. Levy and collect tax on in comes

generated from houses and other property
of private owners in the region; and collect
rents of houses and other property owned
by the regional government.

2.13.

income and

Levy and collect taxes on profit,

sales, from enterprises
under in the ownership of the regional
government.

2.14.

the regional state

Together with the Federal state and

1. Shall levy, collect, and share, in
accordance with law the profit, income,
sales and excise taxes, generated from
public enterprises established jointly.

2. Shall jointly levy, collect and
share in accordance with law, the
revenues and sales taxes, on profiles
dividends of share holders, and on
profiles of enterprises.

3. Shall jointly levy, collect and
share in accordance with law, the
income tax and royalties generated from
big minings, and from any petroleum,
and gas operations.

2.15. Determine and collect, fees
generated from licenses and services
rendered by organs of the regional
government.
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2.16. Determine and collect royalties from
forestry.

2.17. Have the power to declare a state of
emergency, where conditions arise which
endanger the constitutional order and can
not be brought under control by means of
normal enforcement, measures and where

case of natural disaster or epidemic
endangering public heath occurs;
2.18. Have the power to issue the

necessary regulations for the purpose of
implementation of policies, laws, and
directives, to be issued.

CHAPTER FIVE
The Council of the Region
Article 48
Members of the Council

1. Members of the council shall, be elected
by people only every 5 years in a direct,
free and fair election, which will be held
by secret ballot.

2. Members of the council shall, be elected in
an electoral process, where a condidate
with the majority vote wins among
candidates with in one electroral district.
Peoples of nationalities that are believed
to deserve special representation shall, be
represented in the council through
election particulars shall, be determined
by law.

3. Members of the council represent the
whole people of the region and shall, be
responsible only to.

a/ The constitution,
b/ The people, and
¢/ Their Conscience.

4. No charge of measure shall, be taken

against, any member of the council, for a

vote cast, or statement, made in the
council.
5.No member of the council may be

assented or prosecuted with out the
permission of the council, except when
caught in flagrant delictor, for a serious
offence.
6. Any member of the council shall, in
accordance with law, be removed from
membership of the council, where the
electorate loses confidence in him
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Article 49

Powers and Duties of the Regional
Council

The regional council, in accordance

with this constitution, is the legislative
organ of the region.

2.

Without prejudice to the provision of

the constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, the supreme political
power in internal affairs of the national
region, resides in the council.

3.

Without prejudice to general powers

vested in sub articles 1 and 2 of this

provision,

the council shall, have the

following powers to:

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

3.9.

3.10.

Issue, in accordance with this
constitution, different laws that does not
contravene with the Federal constitution

Establish self administrative
territories, or additional administrative
hierarchies, with consideration of the
density of population, the area, and
socio-economic activities of the region.

Without prejudice to the power
of the Federal Government, negotiate in
a proper manner with neighboring
regional states, and approve the
agreements, there of

Shall elect the executive
committee, the head, the deputy head
and the, secretary, of the region

Establish regional, zonal and
woreda judicial organs

Establish the organs of audit
and inspection

Issue necessary directives, in

order to safeguard peace and security of
the region, establish the police and
security force of the region.
the

of the national

Approve social and
economic programs,
regional government

the

source of the revenues of the national

Issue laws, concerning

regional government; and approve its

budget.

Establish institutions, necessary

for social services and economic
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development.

3.11. Appoint, the president and vice
president of the regional supreme court,
and the auditor general, of the region

3.12. Levy taxes and duties, on those
sources of revenue reserved for the
regional state.

3.13. Issue laws concerning the
administration of civil service employees,
and working conditions of the regional
government

3.14. Declare state of emergency, in
accordance with the power vested to it
in subarticle 2.17 of article 47 of this
constitution.

3.15. Issue regulations for the

purpose of implementing the constitution of

the Federal Government, and the regional
state, as well as, laws and proclamations in
the region.

Article 50
Meeting and Term of Office of the
Council

1. A simple majority of the members of the
council shall, constitute a quorum.

2. The council of the region shall, convene, at
least, twice in a year

3. Members of the council of the region shall,
be elected for a term of 5 years; new
election shall, be held one month before
the expiry of the term

4. The executive committee or the head of

the regional government, may call a
meeting when the council is not on a
regular session. The head of the regional
government shall have an obligation to call
a meeting where the majority of members
of the council so requests.

5. The meeting of the council of the region
shall resume openly. However, closed
meeting may resume when it is so request
by the members of the council or by the
regional state and is supported by the
simple majority of the council members.

Article 51
Decisions and Rules of Procedure of the
Council
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3. The

explicit in
by this

constitution, decisions of the Council

Unless otherwise,

particular provided

shall, be adopted by a simple majority
vote.

The council may adopt its own rules of
procedure.

CHAPTER SIX
The Executive Body
Article 52
The Powers of the Executive

The highest executive authority in the
Amhara National Regional
Government shall reside in the
executive committee, and the head of
the Regional Government
The executive committee and the
head of the regional government shall
be accountable to the national
regional council. The members of the
executive committee shall bear
collective responsibility, for the joint
decisions they make, in their official
capacity
Unless and otherwise, determined by
this constitution the term of office of
the head of the regional government
shall be the term of office of the
national regional council.

Article 53

The Executive Committee

The executive committee shall be an
organ constituting the head the
deputy, the secretary of the regional
government; and other members
elected by the council.
The chair - person of the executive
committee, is the head of the regional
government

executive committee is
accountable to the regional council, in
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decisions made by it.
4. The executive committee shall have
17-23 members.
Article 54
Powers and Duties of the Executive
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follow up, the activities of the same.

3. Prepare and submit the annual
budget of the regional state, and upon
approval, implement the same.

4. Devise and submit, economic and

social policies and strategies to the

council; and upon approval, implement the
same

5. Ensure that law and order is being
respected.

6. Issue regulations and directives

7. Prepare and submit, draft declaration
of state of emergency to the regional
council

8. Without prejudice to the powers
vested in the council in sub article 3-14 of
article 49 of this constitution, shall, issue,
and implement, a decree of state
emergency, where accidental epidemic or
natural disaster occurs, and in a situation
the council could not convene

9. Appoint officials presented to it, in

accordance with sub article 5 of article
56 of this constitution.
10. Perform such other duties, as assigned
to it, by the regional council.
Article 55

The Appointment of the Head of the

Regional State
The Regional council shall, elect the head of

the regional state from among its members

Article 56
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National Regional State

. The Head of the Regional Government. is

the head of the government and the
chairperson of the executive committee

. Heads, coordinates and represents the

executive committee, as well as,
represents and chairs, the Regional
Council

. Follow up the implementation of policies

regulations, directives, and decisions,
issued by the executive committee

. Nominate the president and vice president

of the Supreme Court, and the auditor
general of the region and present them to
the council for approval.

. Cause the appointment of officials of

economic social, and administrative
institutions, or bureaux, as well s, officials
other than those enumerated under
subarticle 4 of this article. up on
presentation to the executive committee.

. Heads the national security and police

forces, which are established for the
purpose of safeguarding the national
security, and the observance of law and
order.

. Coordinates, directs, and supervises, the

government hierarchies within the region
Article 57

Powers and Duties of the Deputy

Head of the Region
1. The Deputy head of the regional

government shall:
a/ Perform the duties assigned to him,
by the head of the regional state, and
the executive committee.
b/ Represent the head of the regional
government in his absence.

2. The deputy head of the regional

government is accountable to the head
of the regional government, and the
executive committee.

Article 58
Powers and Duties of the Secretary

Being the secretary of the national regional
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government and the executive committee,
the secretary shall:
1. Direct and organize the office of the
government
2. Handle properly the documents of the
government
3. Ensure that the minutes of the council
and the executive committee, are
properly handled.

4. Perform such other duties assigned to
it, by the executive committee.

5. Be accountable to the head of the
regional = government and  the
executive committee.

Article 59
The Establishment of Higher
Economic Social and Administrative
Institutions

1. Bureaux, commissions and institutions
that direct, carry out, and coordinate,
the day today economic, social and
administrative activities of the region,
shall, be established.

2. The accountability of bureaux
commissions and other higher
institutions shall be to the head of the
regional = government, and the
executive committee, particulars shall
be determined by law.

61

CHAPTER SEVEN
The JUDICIAL Power & Structure of
Courts
Article 60

Judicial Independence
1. An independent judiciary, is here by

established in the region

2. Special or temporary courts, that do not
use the duty established procedures of the
legal process, or displace the jurisdiction

belonging to the ordinary courts or judicial



4, ¢H4PCG AW 041 hLD R78SLRCN GPNANAGS ALID: ALCNY°
AT IED WCSF MOPF A79LACH M1LLT haT::
5. a0 vt G e14.RC VAT Qi age

NGHF@ 27C NU1LLT ARHO: €24 PPI° A78.M LML SNGTT
nANT::
6. hAN ATE TANLEG  TCMPTF (LHIE mHE ATSATE

ALLN AT CHET CACTT ATPOAPOLL T av LG nANT::

7. a1 Lty o T OFANTS TN 01PG T 47 ATl
CMLLIIPOTT @071 avdPh hANE: WHO QWA Chngol,
NIPOPO, NGTE UG ATLGLM TILLT hANTE QAU H:
0PLFG TANLTT NovLG (F A7 (“INEAG Nav 1979
avA G nANT::

8. o7t (ADGLPE TINLP LA WTPOPOLTE DT AT
NO7ETF AteA COLATENTT Uhd CONDIEET SAETFT nAT:

9. o7t CWeATEDT wHN MIFr T RUTHEG €RC RL¥
AGPMAP aoMC AN

nreg 96
TP _Th AP T
1. ¢n14EG ChAk AP9° (4L aoM7 U-9® ChAn 1PLPT
CTIUCTTOMS NIATCTICTOU M-HT0GLeG T INLP
PATS WISGETEM LLCIA:
2. RPUCTE  NYLTISTINIAEN AGPANNETS nOYAR
TOOSPT ¥ P o071 PNYSA::

hrea 97
AVA ¥h 9ATPF

1. ChAN a7 vt ao IR a1 G ANYR NACT AU LI°heN75
M1-a0IET NPl QUG ATIET MANAYT RWTSINNES
NI8.LLTF CanCET SN nAVEz:

2. CTALPC VNFF7G ¢34h PCOTT avMONP Cav7INTS U9 Chade
TPLP 1S

3. Chalk a7 10t hP9° (4PL apM7 Wy-PONT ALTNG  HhGnes7
CMNGGT 1T ATz

nrex 98
£anan, LU7rt TP 9ANNPHE
1. a7Vt U9 ChAk P4 700G (MG ANl A78.540r Cava(
DSAGFT hANT::
2. MEDIC CANGL AP ACIPE ChNONDT QUTEE €U1¢6D  avlpy
niT

tribunals, shall, not be established.

Article 61

Religious and Customary Judicial Organs

With out prejudice to subarticle 5 of

article 35 of this constitution, customary and
religious organizations, recognized by the
state before the coming in to force of this
constitution shall, be recognized and
organized in accordance with this

constitution.
Article 62
Judicial Power
1. Judicial power shall, be vested only in

2.

3.

4.

1.

2.

the counrts of the region

Courts of all levels shall be free of
interference, from any state organ, or
government authority, or from any other
source

Judges shall, exercise their judicial
function in complete independence, they
shall, be guided by no other authority,
than that of the law.

No judge may be dismissed from his
judgeship. with out his consent before the
legally determined retirement age, except
under the conditions enumerated here
under.

a/ Where the judicial administration
commission finds him at fault in
accordance with disciplinary laws, or
finds him grossly incompetent or
inefficient, of

b/ The commission decides that the cannot
carry out his duties properly on account
of his illness; and

¢/ Where the decision of the commission is

approved by a simple majority of the

council of the region

. The retirement age of judges shall, not be

extended

. The regional Supreme Court shall, submit

the budget necessary for the
administration of the judiciary; and upon
approval, administer the same.

Article 63
Power and Organization of Courts
The regional Judiciary shall be
organized in to Supreme Court, zonal high
court and woreda court.
The regional supreme court shall,
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3.

4.

5.

6.

have
a/ The highest and final jurisdiction over
regional matters;

b/ The jurisdiction of the federal high
court; as well as,
¢/ The jurisdiction to review in cassation,

where a final decision made by any
regional court is affected by fundamental
of shall, be

determined by law.

error law, particulars

The regional high court shall, in
addition to its regional jurisdiction,
assume the additional jurisdiction, of the
federal first instance court.

Decisions rendered by the regional
high court in its federal jurisdiction shall,
be reviewed on appeal, by the regional
supreme court

Decisions rendered by the regional
supreme court in its federal jurisdiction
shall, be reviewed on appeal, by the
federal supreme court.

The president of the Supreme Court
shall, submit, compensatory budget
request for the financial expenditures of
the regional courts incurred, while
performing in their representative
capacity of the federal jurisdiction, to the
region; which is to be covered by the
federal government.

Article 64
Appointment of Judges

1. The president and vice president of the

regional supreme court shall, be appointed
by the council of the region, up on their
nomination, by the head of the regional
government

2. Without prejudice to sub. article 2/f and h

of article 70 of this constitution, the judges
the regional supreme court, the zonal high
courts and the woreda court shall be
appointed by the regional council up on
the nomination of the regional judicial
administration commission. Before
presenting supreme and high court judges



nominees for appointment, judicial
administration commission of the region
shall solicit the opinion of the federal
judicial administration commission upon
the nominees, and submit the same
together with its recommendation to the
council of the region. In case of failure on
the part of the federal judicial
administration commission to forward its
opinion with in 3 months, the council of
the region shall approve the appointment
of the judges.

Article 65
Members of the Judicial

Administration
Commission of the Region

1. Members of the judicial
administration commission nominated by
the head of the regional government, and
the president of the supreme court, who are
to be assigned by the regional council, upon
presentation by the head of the regional
government shall be

1.1 To be presented by the head of the
regional government

a) Three representatives
from the regional council;

b) Three representatives
from  different sectors of the
community;

c) The attorney general and
police commissioner of the region;

d) One representative from

the associations of lawyers;
1.2 To be presented by the president of the
supreme court:

a) One judge from the supreme
court:
b) Two judges from zonal high
court;
C) Three judges from woreda courts

2. The president of the Supreme Court shall,
chair the meeting of the commission.

3. Particulars of the powers and duties of the
commission shall, be determined by law.



Articl 66
The Constitutional Court

1. The constitutional court is here by
established.

2. The constitutional court shall, consist
of eleven members.

They are:-

a) The president of the supreme
court .......... chairperson

b) The vice president of the Supreme
Court.......... v/chairperson

c) six legal professionals of acknowledged
integrity, to be appointed by the regional
council, upon presentation by the head of
the regional
government ...................... members.

d) Three representatives of the council of
the regional state, to be elected from
among it.......coeeeveviiiiiinennnnnn. members

Article 67

Interpretation of the Constitution

1. Any dispute arising from
constitutional matters shall,
initially, be submitted to the
constitutional court.

2. The constitutional court, shall,
submit such matters that it
believes needs constitutional
interpretation, to the regional
council, and cause the approval,
there of.

Article 68
Powers and Duties of the
Constitutional Court

1. The constitutional court shall, have
judicial power to investigate
constitutional matters; and shall,
submit its recommendation to the
council of the region, where it deemed
it necessary, to interpret the
constitution in accordance with the
investigation made.

2. Where a question of
unconstitutionality of any laws,
directives, and regulations, enacted by
the



state legislative body, or directives and
regulations issued by zone and woredas,
on grounds of contravention to this
constitution arises and is submitted to
the constitutional courts by a concemed
court or a party to a dispute, it shall,
hear the case and submit it to the
council of the region for final decision.

3. The constitutional court may, where a
question of interpretation arises in
other courts.

a) Remand the case to the concerned
court, where it is convinced that there
is no need for constitutional
interpretatior A party may appeal to
the regional council, against the
decision of the court,

b) Submit its own interpretation of
the constitution, to the regional
council, where it is convinced that
interpretation is required.

CHAPTER ELGHT
Administration of Zones
Article 69

Organization and Function of Zones

1. Zone is an administrative locality,
and a hierarchy, next to the region,
consisting of limited woredas under
it.

2. No zonal administration shall have a
council and plenum of its own

3. Zonal administration members shall
be nominated by the executive
committee from among members of
the council of the region, and
approved by the council of the
region.

4. The vice-chairperson and the
secretary of zonal administration
shall, be elected in the same manner.

5. The provisions promulgated in
subarticles 4 of this article shall, not
apply to the nationality zones
enumerated in subarticle 2 of article
45 of this constitution.

6. Zonal executive committee shall
consist of 11 to 17 members.

7. zones to be organized under the
region, including the capital Bahir
Dar, shall, be 11 in number

8. The capital Bahir Dar shall be
organized at special 2zonal level



particulars shall be determined by
law.

9. Nationality zones shall have their
own council. Each council of the
Nationality zones shall consist,
including members elected for the
regional council, of 30 to 40
members elected in special
conditions from each woredas.
Particulars shall, be determined by
law.

65

Article 70

a)

b)

c)

Powers and Duties of the Council of

Nationality Zones
without prejudice to the powers given to

the federal council by the constitution of
the Federal democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, and to the Regional council by
this constitution, the supreme political
power of Nationalities reside in the
council of nationality zones.

Without prejudice to the general powers
vested in subarticl 1 of this provision,
the council of nationality zones shall,
have the following special powers to;
Decide upon the language to be used by
the nationality;

Cause the protection of the right of the
nationality, to speak and write, in its own
language, and develop, preserve,
express, enrich, and promote the same,
as well as, preserve its history.

Without prejudice to the legislative
power given to the regional council by
this constitution, within the zone they
are organized shall issue and implement
regulations and directives that does not
contravene with the regulations and
directives of the national region.



d) Prepare plan and budget of
nationality zone, based upon the plan and
budget adopted by the regional council.

e) Elect zonal executive committee, as well
as, the chairperson, v/chairperson, and
secretary, from among the members of
the zonal council.

f) Establish high court and judicial
commission at zonal level and appoint
judges.

g) More than nominate zonal department
heads, and assign the same after
requesting for the opinion of the regional
executive committee.

h) Establish courts, appoint judges, and
assign officials, within the woredas under
the zone.

3. The zonal executive committee shall, be
accountable to the council of the
nationality zone, and to the executive
committee of the region.

4. In addition to the powers and duties
provided for, concerning nationality zones,
the powers and duties vested in articles 72
, 73, 74, and 75 to the executive
committee, chairperson, vice chairperson,
and the secretary, of zones shall, apply
mutantis mutandis to the executive
committee, chairperson, vice chairperson,
and the secretary, of nationality zones

Article 71

Term of the Council of Nationality Zones
The term of the council of the nationality

zone shall, be five years.
Article 72

Powers and Duties of the Executive

Committee of nationality Zones

1. The zonal executive committee is the
executive organ of the zone
2. Members of the executive committee

of the zone shall, collectively or
individually, direct, coordinate, and
control, zonal departments.

3. Without prejudice to subarticle 3 of
article 70 zonal executive committee shall,



be accountable to the regional executive
committee

4. The Zonal executive committee shall,
direct, coordinate, and control, activities
of the woredas under it.

5. The zonal executive committee shall,
study and present the social services, and
economic development plans to the
regional executive committee, and upon
approval, implement the same.

6. Without prejudice to subarticle 2 (d)

of article 70 of this constitution, prepares
and submits, zonal budget, to the
executive committee of the region, and
upon approval, implement the same

7. Ensures the protection and
prevention of antiquities and natural
resources of the zone.

8. Follows up zonal activities, and report
there of, to the regional executive
committee, through its chairperson.

9. Ensures the proper implementation of
proclamations, regulations policies, and
directives issued, as well as, other duties
entrusted to it, by the regional council and
the executive committee of the region

10. Ensures the observance of law and

order, and the protection of the people's

peace and security.

Article 73
Powers and Duties of the Chairperson
of the Executive Committee of Zonal
Administration

1. The chairperson of the executive
committee of zonal administration
shall, be a member of the regional
executive committee, and head of the
zonal administration.

2. Being a representative of the zonal
executive committee shall, call the
meeting of the committee, direct and
coordinate its activities.

3. Coordinate and direct the wvarious
zonal institutions and departments.

4. Direct, the zonal police and security
forces established to safeguard the
security and maintain law and order
with in the zone

5. Following the activities of the zone,
and submit regular reports to the



regional and zonal executive
committee.

6. Perform such other duties as assigned
to it, by the regional executive
committee
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Article 74
The Powers and Duties of the Vice

Chairperson of
Zonal Executive Committee

1. Represents the chairperson in his absence

2. Perform such other duties, as assigned to
it by the chair per\son and the executive
committee of zonal administration.

3. Shall, be accountable to the chairperson,
and the executive committee of zonal
administration.

Article 75
Powers and Duties of the Secretary of
the Executive
Committee of Zonal Administration

1. Directs the office of the executive
committee of the zonal administration

2. Ensures the proper handling of minutes
of the zonal executive committee

3. Performs such other duties as assigned
to it, by the executive committee, and
the chairperson of the zonal
administration

4. Shall, be accountable to the executive
committee, and the chairperson

Chapter Nine

Organizatio n and Power of Woreda
Administration

Article 76
Organization of Woreda Administration
The woreda administration shall, have the
following organs:
1. A council to be established by
representatives of people of Kebeles.



2. An executive committee consisting of
9 to 15 members, to be established by
elected members, from among members of
the council.

3. Judicial organs to be established in
accordance with this constitution

4. Office of the woreda attorney.

5. Office of the woerda security and
police force

6. Office of the woreda security and

social development

Article 77
General Powers and Duties of Woreda
Administration
1. The worda administration shall have

every power enabling it to implement
laws, regulations, policies, and directives,
issued by the regional state, as well as to
prepare and decide social services, and
economic development plans within its

own locality.

2. With out prejudice to the powers and
rights of the woreda to self administration.
to decide its own internal affairs, and to
develop its locality, the woreda shall, be a
lower administrative organ of the regional

state, and zonal administration

Article 78
Election and Accountability of Members
of the
Woreda Council
1. Members of the woreda council shall,

be elected directly by the people from
among kebele residents, with in the
locality of the worda.

2. Their accountability shall, be to the
people by whom they are elected, and to
the executive committee of zonal
administration, and through it to the



executive committee of the region.

3. Members of the worda councils, to be
established within the nationality zones
shall, be accountable to the people by
whom they are elected, the council of the
nationality, and through it to the executive
committee of the region.

Article 79
Powers and Duties of the Woreda
Council

1. Approves the Woredas social service,
economic development, and administrative
plans and programmes.

2. Directs basic agricultural
development activities, administers and
protects natural resources of the woreda.

3. Mobilize the people at large, for
developmental activities.

4. Shall, elect the chairperson, vice chair
person and the secretary, of the council;
as well as members of the executive
committee.

5. Issues its own internal regulations
and directives.
6. Levis and collects land use taxes,

agricultural income revenues and other
service taxes. Particulars shall be
determined by law.

7. Shall utilize the woredas sources of
revenues, excluding such other revenues
allocated and administered by the region.
Prepare and approve its budget

8. Issues directives which enable it to
ensure the peace and security of the
woreda.

9. Constructs and maintains, lower
grade rural roads

10. Administers primary schools, and
junior health institutions. Within the
woreda.

Article 80

Term of Office and Meeting

Programme of the Woreda Council
1. The Woreda council shall, convene its

meeting
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every three months.
2. The presence of a simple majority of
members shall constitute a quorum
3. The term of office, of the woreda
council shall be two years; election
shall, be conducted before the
termination of the term of the council.

Article 81

Powers and Duties of the Woredas'
Executive
Committee

1. Members of the executive committee of
the Woreda shall, be elected from among
the members of the council of the woreda.

2. The executive committee of the woreda is
the executive organ of the woreda.

3. Members of the woreda executive
committee shall, be accountable to the
Woreda council and zonal higher organs.

4. Members of the executive committee shall,
collectively or individually, direct offices of
the woreda administration.

5. Causes the implementation of laws.
regulations, policies, and directive of the
regional state, and the federal
government.

6. Mobilizes the people at large for
developmental activities, protects and
develops the material resources of the
woreda.

7. Safeguards peace and security, directs the
security and police force of the woreda.

8. Preserves the antiquities of the woreda.

9. Prepares and submits the social,
economic, and administrative plans to the
council of the worda, and cause the
approval there of.

10. Performs such other activities as
assigned to it, by the woreda council, and
the zonal executive committee.

Article 82

Powers and Duties of the Chairperson of

the Woreda council

The chairperson of the woreda council, being

accountable to the council of the Woreda and

higher government organs, shall have the
powers and duties to
1. Represent the Woreda administration.

2. Chair meeting s of the council and the



executive committee of the woreda.
Ensure the proper implementation of
policies, laws, plans, and programmes, of
the federal government, and the Amhara
National Regional state within the
Woerda.

Submit regular reports to the executive
committee, and the council of the
woreda, and to higher

government organs

5.

Direct and control the executive
committee, and the various woreda
institutions.

Supervise over the preparation of the
woreda social services and economic
development programmes, and follow
up, the implementation of the same.
Direct the woreda security and police
forces, established for the purpose of
maintaining the security of the people,
and the observance of law and order,
with in the woreda,

Perform such other duties as assigned to
it, by the council of the woreda and zonal
executive committee.

Article 83
Powers and Duties of the Vice
Chair person of the Woreda Council
Shall, represent the chairperson in his
absence
Perform such other duties as assigned to
it, by the executive committee and
chairperson of the woreda.
Shall, be accountable to the chairperson
and the executive committee o the
woreda.

Article 84
Powers and Duties of the Secretary
of the
Woreda Council
The secretary of the woreda council
being member of the executive
committee; shall:




1. Direct and organize the office of

woreda administration.

2. Handle properly the documents of
the council.

3. Ensure the proper handling of the
minutes of the council.

4. Perform such other duties as
assigned to it, by the executive committee

5. Be accountable to the chairperson

and the executive committee of the
woreda.

Article 85
The Judicial Organ of the Woreda

Without prejudice to the provisions of the
constitutions of the federal and the regional
governments, concerning judicial
administration, the woreda court shall, be a
subordinate and first instance judicial unit, of
the national regional judicial organ.

CHAPTER TEN
The Kebele Administration
Article 86

Organization & Accountability of Kebele
Administration

1. The kebele administration shall.
Consist of the following members.

a) Council of the kebele,

b) The executive committee,

c) The social court,

d) Socio economic and security bodies.
2. Members of the kebele council and
other organs to be established through
election shall, be directly elected by the
people.
3. Shall, be accountable to the people by

whom they are elected, the council and

the executive committee, of the

woreda.
Article 87
Powers and Duties of the Council of
the Kebele

1. Implement the directives



issued by council and executive committee
of the woreda

2. Without violation to the
directives issued by higher councils and
their executive committee, shall, issue
local social regulations; and cause the
implementation of the same.

3. Elect the kebele executive
committee members which lead the local
administration, and assign chairperson
and the secretary, from among its
members.

4. By accepting social, economic
and administrative plans and programmes
forwarded to it by the higher organs, shall,
issue detail plan of action and
programmes, which enables it to
implement the same within its locality, and
follow up the implementation of the same.

5. Prepare other supplementary
plans, which are to be useful for the
population of the kebele, and follow up the
implementation of the same

6. Mobilize the people of the
kebele for developmental activities,
preserve and develop the natural
resources of the kebele.

7. Approve the appointment of
judges of social courts, which are to be
nominated and presented by the executive
committee.

8. Decide the job assignments of
the executive committee, and other
committees.

9. Ensure the maintenance of the
security of the kebele people, and the
observance of law and order

Article 88
Term and Meeting of the Council

1. The term of service of the council shall be
held every month

2. The presence of a simple majority shall
constitute a quorum

3. The term of service of the council shall be
two years
New elections shall be completed a month
before the termination of the term of
office.

Article 89
Powers and Duties of the
Kebele Executive Committee
1. The kebele executive committee

including the



Chairperson shall be elected from among

members of

the council.

2.

10.

1.

The executive committee of the kebele
shall, be accountable to, the council of
the kebele by whom they are elected.
and the executive committee of the
woreda council.

The executive committee of the kebele
shall, collectively or individually direct,
the activities of the kebele.

The kebele executive committee is an
organ that executes laws issued by
higher bodies.

Implements development plans designed
by the kebele council; prepares and
submits development plans to the kebele
council, for approval.

As the executive committee is not
regularly in office, draws the plans
entitle and meets at times to monitor
their implementation.

supervises the implementation of the on
going social service plans, within the
kebele

Causes the protection and Preservation
of natural resources, and conducts
development activity at a higher level.
Mobilizes and coordinates the people for
developmental activities.

Causes the protection and preservation
of antiquities, with its locality, and
report to the higher body concerning the
utilization of the same.

Causes the maintenance of peace and
security of the kebele.

Article 90

Powers and Duties of the Chairperson

of the Kebele
The chairperson of the kebele shall, be
accountable to the executive committees
of the kebele, and the woreda councils.



2. Shall be representative and head of the
kebele administration.

3. Shall chair the meetings of the kebele
council and its executive committee.

4. Supervises the implementation of laws,
regulations, and policies, enacted by the
higher organs.

5. Submits activity reports to the executive
committee, of the kebele council and the
people; as well as, to the woreda
executive committee.

6. Preform such other duties as assigned to
it, by the executive committees of the
kebele and the woreda council.

Article 91
powers and Duties of the Secretary
of the Kebele
1. Represents the chairperson in his

absence.

2. Preforms such other duties
specifically assigned to him, by the
executive committees and the
chairperson.

3. Shall, be accountable to the
chairperson, and the

executive committee of the kebele.
Article 92

Powers and Duties of Social Courts of
the Kebele

1. The social court is an independent
organ of the kebele particulars shall be

7 3letermined by law.

2. The judges of the social court shall, be
nominated and assigned in accordance
with subarticle 7 of article 87 of this
constitution.

3. The term of service of the court shall,
be the term of the council of the kebele

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Policy Principles & Objectives of the
Region
Article 93

Objectives
1. Implementation of the federal and

regional constitutions, other laws and
policies, by any state organ shall be based

on the principles and objectives laid down



in the chapter.

2. For purposes of this chapter, the term
"State'' shall, mean the Amhara National
Regional State.

Article 94

Political Objectives
1. The state shall, facilitate the conditions for

self, administration at all levels, based on
democratic principles.

2. The State shall, have the duty to respect
the identity of the nations, nationalities,
and peoples; and on this basis, promote,
equality, unity and fraternity among them.
Specifically, by rendering special attention
to those less developed nationalities, it has
a duty to ensure their equality with other.

Article 95
Economic Objectives

1. The state shall, have the responsibility to
devise the means to make all residents of
the region, to be beneficiaries of their
knowledge and wealth

2. The state shall, have the duty to give
equal opportunity to all residents of the
region, for the improvement of their
economic conditions and to promote a
just distribution of wealth

3. The state shall, give special support to
less developed nationalities

4. The state shall, have the duty to prevent
natural and man made disasters; and in
the occurrence of the same shall, cause
the provision of relief assistance to

victims.

5. The state shall, have the responsibility to
control
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land and natural resources in the name of

the people, and utilize them for their

common good and development.

6. The state shall, ensure popular
participation at all levels in the



preparation of development policies, and
programmers of the region. The state
shall, support development activities of
the people.

7. To ensure speedy development, the state
shall have the duty to devise means for
the coordination of knowledge, lab our,
and finance of the people. It also has to
make the people play a big role in the
region's economic activity Accordingly,
not only shall the people be limited to
planning and policy making, but also
should participate in implementing and
evaluating

8. The state shall, have the responsibility to

promote equal participation of women,
with men, in all economic and social
development activities.

9. The State shall, strive to protect the
health, safety and standard of living, of
the working people.

Article 96
Social Objectives

1. All residents of the region shall be
entitled within the capacity of the country
and the region to education, health
service, clean water, shelter and social
security.

2. Education shall be conducted in a
manner which is free from religion,
political outlook and cultural influences.

Article 97
Cultural Objectives

1. The regional state shall have the
responsibility to promote the equal
development of customs and cultures, in
so far as they are not inconsistent with the
fundamental rights, human dignity,
democracy, and the constitution.

2.The regional state and all residents of the

region shall, have the duty to preserve the
natural resources and historical heritage.

3.The regional state shall, have the duty, within
the limits of its resources, to promote the Arts,
Science, and Technology.

Article 98

Objectives of Environmental Protection
1.The regional state shall, have the responsibility

to ensure a clean and healthy environment, for



all residents of the region.
2.Any economic development activity shall, not in

any way be disruptive to the ecological

balance.

3. The people concerned shall be made to give its
opining when policies and programmers
concerning the well binge of the people and the
environment is planned and implemented.

4. The regional state and residents of the region
shall have the duty to foster their environment.

CHAPTER TWELVE
Miscellaneous Provisions
Article 99
Regional Auditor General

1. The regional auditor general shall be
appointed by the council of the region,
upon presentation by the head of the
regional government.

2. The auditor general shall by auditing the
accounts of the institutions under the
regional government, and such other
offices, report to the council of the region,
on whether the annual budget allocated to
them by the council was duly disbursed for
the purposes it was allocated for.

3. The auditor general shall, directly submit
its budget to the council of the region for
approval.

4. The particular duties of the auditor
general shall be determined by law.

Article 100
Amendment of the Constitution
The Provisions of the constitution shall, be
amended only when a three fourth (3/4)
Majority members of the council, approve the
motion for amendment.
Article 101

Legal Recognition
The Ambharic version of this constitution shall be a
final and legally acknowledged document.
Article 102
The Continuation of Previous Legislations

The Previous laws that are enforced shall continue
to apply in the region, unless they are found
inconsistent with this constitution.




Article 103
Repealed Laws
The constitution of the Transitional Government
of Region 3, is hereby repealed.
Article 104
Effective Date
This Proclamation shall enter in to force as of
the 22" day of June, 1995,
Done at Bahir Dar
This 22" day of June, 1995,
The Council o the Amhara
National Regional State



