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Proclamation No 16,1996
_Proclamation to Provide for the reallotement of
the Possession o al land in the Amhara
National Region

Where as, the question of land for the
peasantry is not only the basis for his economic life but
also constitution right, too,

Where as, during the past regime though,
land was proclammed to be a public property, the rural
land in many parts of the country has been grabbed by
few bureaucrats and elects of agricultural cooperatives
who have been proponents of the regime; and this
resulted in the wide and unbalanced possession of
rural land which inturn, subjected the broad peasant to
languish in an abject poverty,

Where as in order do away with this inhuman
operassion and to maintain its economic benefit; the
broad peasant had organized himself under the
umbrella of EPRDF and waged a life to death struggle
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and over throw the oppressive regime of derg which
inturm enabled him to ratify a constitution through his
elected representatives that in effect assured the owner
ship of the rural land and natural resources to the
public and to the state, and alsogaratee the right to be
allotted land equally and freely

Where as, in the objective situation of our
region, those areas that were freed from the derg
regime before 1991, a fair land distribution policy was
designed m which land less peasants have been given
the right to possess land, while in areas that were
freed from the derg regime after 1991, since no
distribution of land has been carried out, for the
peasantry land has become a burning and repeatedly
raised question that needs an immediate reply, besides
it has become necessary to do away the phen
two system of land possession in the region by
replacing the same with a fair system of land
possession,

Where as, according to the five years
development, = peace and democracy program
designed by the regional Government, in order 1o
ensure the constitutional right of the peasantry to get
land in possession on the one hand and to deliver him
from languishing in an abject poverty on the other ,
and also to make him beneficiary of the all running
rapid economic change , primarily it is appropriate to
do away with the unbalanced system of land
possession and there by carry out fair reallotment of
the same,

Now there fore in accordance with Article 49
sub article 3(1) of the constitution of the council of the
Ambhara National Regional state here by proclaimed as
follows:

na of

PART ONE
GENERAL

1.SHORT TITTLE

This proclamation, may be cited as The
Amhara National Region reallotment of rural land
possession Proclamation No 16/1996

2. DEFINITION
Unless the context requires other wise:

1."Region" means the Amhara National Region
established as refered to in Article 2 of the constjtution
of the amhara National Region,

2."Rural Land" means any land located outside the
boundary of urban areas.

3."The Right of possession of Land" means with out
prejudice to the principle that land is a public and
governmental property which is not subjected to sell
, or barter; encompasses such right of the peasants
who have got land freely to utilize it for farming .
grazing and other purposes; and also rent it a well as
building permanent properties employing his labour or

14
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money ; sell, harter or nherit the same,

4." Reallotment of Land possession” means a
mechanism where by farm and grazing lands found n
the rural kebeles are to be distributed the peasant
inhabitants of the respective Kebeles,in order 1o be
used as a farm land and also the mutuat benefit of the
public in the concerned kebekes based on the decision
of the same and in a fair and balanced manner
5.'Family” means the soeial institution run under the
responsibility of - the. male - or. the . female;
encompassing the parent's children. and. adopted
children who live under the;same roof having, the
relation ship of affinity and consangumty

6."Family and Land possession verifying committee"
means a body nominated by the in habitants of each
rural kebeles to.carry out the work of registration after
yerifying the number of families to be found in the
respective kebeles and the size of the land under their
possession.

7."Alloting committee” means a body nominated by
the inhabitants of each rural kebele to carry out the
work of reallotting and distributing land in sach
respective kebele )
8."Perennial plant" means plants which are/cultivated
by peasants in their respective possessions and stay for
more than a year and bear fruits periodically.

3. Scope of application

1. The scope of application of this proclamation shall
be in the amhara national égion up on every farming
and grazing lands located in each respective rural
kebeles; out side the boundary of urban arsas.

2.The provisionis of this proclamation shall not apply
to the areas freed from the derg regine before. 1991
since the redistribution of land has' already been
accomplished

3.'The provisions of this proclamation shall apply to
the arzas freed from the derg regime after 1991, since
the redistribution of ‘land has not''yet been
accomplished there

4. with out prejudice to the sub Article 1 of the
provision of this Article the reallotment to be carried
in each rural kebeles, in accordancé with ' this
proclamation, shall apply up on farms and grazing
lands located in each respective kebeles.

4. The prohi on _of the possession of Land out
side the boun dary of the Kebeles.

Any act of possession of land practiced out
side the boundary of each respective rural kebeles is
prohibited by this proclamation




1% 4 Whé AT O RTC 16 TEF 27 47 19899, 9°. Zikre Hig Gazette - No 16 - 5* Novmber 1996 - Page 4

hea vat
NAgu st LHAS P-+O4 ANT 2°N10
vt T AL WL
5.fae £ NATIMN

e APE  RIPR 14 2391
aow it P gRgear WM etk

LOPNAe onF O7LGST 1P4PT end
MG T P&t Al hMGCH
Lov AT

2.0 KIER 0N RIPR | ovdA
ANLALOT PPHMS PO +oMC hhS ot
N34 PRLNAF omd APNAD YPL ANl
h¥PCn PofPLAT

IPP0A@ TPL Al Qddlo- W AL
+of LA hlar 198 20 heltar 054
LUTr PUNA A% YL APME hid09°
ALk PEASE b4 NN &%
Fosh0be

6.20-+01 T DATIML-T

nmmy APE  RIPR 15 £
ol PR Rova WL heldE

L.a¢0Ao hAA o PPLESTT MAHOOT
AT NAFISIE. OO ~C PTLTSTD
AT A AMCHE Lol TAE

204000 onr Wiox HEALP TRTLT
oAt NBHD PATFFY PHOAa  1PLPT
AT ORIER 11 300 AdeR 10 cuwdd
A Lyt A+0Ao @0T AGSC FoOrTd
hMCA LoolTAT

3008 KPR F/RTPE 1 RS 2 el
AMLALeF NG “imé-t hhSmi 134
PLLONTT  armit  APNAe YPL U
KPco foffAT

4.pM00 YPL aHA OPL0@- N AL
+ofL4 e “190F 2C hofda (124
LUy LA @A 0¥ AdME k98T
A" PRASE N4 NaNl 4T
L T4 U T-VE

7. Pandert 9092 _0A"ThST @}

oy  KPE AIPx 18 £
i prikdkaug foudd BHD LASKE
hey g f
Lhams bt Préhflod  PYPE Al
ANFS P Lh4-LADTY Poudt EHI gumd
1™auui? ARLIATA- (LHAA POLECOD}
Poudet EHI" BONTAT
2.006dt  PUPNTFOTT  evdT AFTF
P ANTF@?  aPTFT  NCHCS P2 Ted
foudt avm? Ntevdht LHIE@F oobd
vadl AdlAe andl APCO RIRofL0t
PRCINT

.14

PART TWO
eral lementation of Land possessi
amily si istration a allotment of
Land.
5.Vei nd Po:

The verifying committee established in
accordance with the provision of article 14 of this
proclamation shall:

1. Register, after verifying the size of the land under the
possession of the inhabitants of the kebele.
2. present the achieved result to the inhabitants of the
kebele and cause a discussion there of afier
plishing the registration  and
verification persuant to sub article 1 of this article
3, submit the instrument that holds the public decision
to the reallotment committee to be established for the
implementation of the same before the public, after
the inhabitants of the kabele hold discussion upon the
submitted report and ratify it with the necessary
recommendation

6.Verifying family size

The wverifying committee established
inaccordance with the provision of article 15 of this
proclamation shall:

1. Register, after verifying the size of the families of
the respective kebele and the number of the members
under each family

2. Register, after verifying those in habitants of the
kebele who did not possess land owing to different
reason and those who have decide to live permanently
in the kebele persuant to sub article 10 of article 11

3. Present the achieved result to the inhabitants of the
kebele and hold discussion, after accomplishing the
necessary registration and verification, inaccordance
with subarticle 1 and 2 of this article.
4 Submit the instrument that holds the public decision
to the reallotment committes, to be established for the
implementation of the same before the public, after the
inhabitants of the kebele hold discussion upon the
submitted report and ratify it with the necessary
recommendation.
7. Implementing the reallotment of land

The land possession reallotting committee
established in accordance with the provision of article
18 of this proclamation shall:
1. Decide the size of land possession to be allotted to
each family, by balancing between the size of land to
be allotted and the Nurmber of in habitants as received
from the verifying committee.
2. conduct a discussion by presenting its proposal to
the inhabitants of the respective kebele which it
prepares concerning the list of person whose land
possession is 1o be reduced and to whom land has to
be allotted, and as well as the size of land subjected to
allotment.
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3. Prepare the land to be allotted for a lot, after
accomplishing the acts provided in sub article 1 and 2
of this article

4. Dustribute the remained registered land by casting a
lot to those persons who are allowed to get land in
their respective kebeles

5. Facilitate conditions, while carring out the
reallotment of land in which lands which have been
highly cultivated with pernerial plants may remain in
the hands of their former possessors as much as
possible, who have got the lands legally and cultivated
them by employing their own Labour and money.
6. The procedures of casting a lot shall be executed
before the public in the presence of the members of
the reallotting committee elder observant, members
of the kebele adiminstration and peasants who are
entitled to the lot. ;

7. Have the responsibility of balancing in a fair
manner between the former and the new possessors of
the land while caring out th» reallotment of the land of
vegitation and water accessed ones and lands of high
and law fertility rate.

8. Payment of compensation and fructus

1. The claims for compensasion and the fruit of land
by those persons of the past regime who using their
position has ilegally taken away the lands of the
peasants and has been cultivating it, shall not be
accepled under this proclamation.

2. With out prejudice to sub article 1 of this article, the
peasants who formerly possessed the Land in a legal
way and had been cultivating by employing their
labour and money owing to the reallotment of land
carried under this proclamation; if thier land is taken
away they shall get appropriate compensation and
payment of the fruit of land from the new possessors
who received it due to the reallotment

3. Payment of compensation and the fruit of land,
being determined in traditional way according to the
local market price;, may be effected in cash kind or
labour

4. The Kebele administration shall have the
respongsibility to execute the decision rendered
concerning the payment of compensation and fruit of
land, details of the implementation shall be determined
by regulation or directives persuant to this
proclamation

9. _Lands to be used for the mutual benefit of the
public

Concerning the use of lands which has been
staked or to be staked out for the mutual benefit of the
public, and lands to be used for construction of
doweling houses, graces, fores try and other social
services in each rural Kebele shall be determined by
the public in accordance with the objective situation
of the respective localities.
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possession.
10._The Right of the former and New possessers

Those rural inhabitants who formally held
rural lands in possession and those who donot hold
but allowed to possess the same prsuant to this
proclamation, shall have the right to hold land in
possecession with out any sexual discrimination.

11. New holdes allowed to possess a rural Land.

In accordance with article 10 of this
proclamation the following persons shall have the
right to hold lands in- their respective dwelling rural
kebeles.

1. Heads, administermg families.
2. Couples, who have married before 1996 and has
been living together in their own house.
3. Pensioners who have decided to live together with
their children or those who pentioned them
4. Persons who have attended marriageable age
earlier and have been married, or due to lack of
money couldn't make marriage and have been
working as servants in the house of others in their
respective dwelling rural localities
5. Women living in the rural locality and make
money for living by spinning cotton, brewing tela
and araky ...efc.
6. Small traders who are living in rural localities and
their means of subsistence is based on Agriculture
7. Town dowellers whose means of existence is
mainly based on agriculture.
8. Pensioners who are the inhabitants of the living
rural locality and has held land formerly for their
living.
0. Public elects whose basic means of existence
depends on agriculture, but now due to election has
been assigned in town in responsible position.
10, Persons who came from another rural locality 1o
their present dwelling rural kebele and has been
staying for not less than five years and have decided

to reside permanently in the future and who can
produce a document from their former dwelling
rural locality which testifies that they have no land in
their name or had not hold one.
11. Persons who with out being separated from
agricultural activities has been engaged in small
scale hand craft, in rural locality.
12. Persons Prohibited to hold i

With out prejudice to the provision of other
relevant laws, it is prohibited to hold arural land in

nassession except the in habitants of the rural

15
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localities stated under the provision of article 10 and
11 of this proclamation

PART FOUR
Committees to be established for the
implementation of the Proclamation.

13. The establishment of land possession and
family size verifying, and_allotting committee

For the implementation of this
proclamation in the locality of each rural keble
family size and land possession verifying, and
allotting commitiees shall be established.

14. Organization of land possession verifying
committee .

In the locality of each rural kebele land
possession verifying committee, nominated by the in
habitants shall be established; in addition the
committee shall
1. Establish sub committees, each consisting of three
members and whose numbers to be decided by the
concerned locality as may be necessary to carry out
the act of registering the land under the possession
of the in habitants of the kebele
2. Have one chairman and secretary who co -
ordinate and perform the activities.

3. With out prejudice 1o the details provided in sub
article 1 and 2 of this article,in each sub committees
there shall be elected not lass than one nember who
can read and write amongst all members nominated
in the period of the election.

15. Organizing family size verifying committee

In the locality of each rural kebele there
shall be established family size verifying committee
consisting of 6-9 members nominated by the
inhabitants. In addition the committee shall:

1. Establish two or three sub committee each
consisting of 3 members that carry out the
registration of the in habitants of the kebeles who
have got the right to hold a land persuant to the
provision of article1 1. of this proclamation.

2. Have one chairman and a secretary who co-
ordinate and perform the'activities.

3, With out prejudice to the details provided in sub
article 1 and 2 of this article there shall be not less
than 3 members 5 who can read and write, amongst
all members of the committee nominated in the
period of the election

16. The necessary criterias to be nominate a
member of the verifying committees

The inhabitants in order to be nominated as
a members of the committee should fulfil the
following criterias
1. Have been living in the respective Kebeles for
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five years and above.

2. Have good reputation for honesty and moral
standing.

3. Free from undue partiality, lumpen and crime.

17. Power and duty of the verifving committee

The committee shall perform the activities
enumerated in the provision of article 5 and 6 of this
proclamation. And in addition:

1. Shall register the family size the land in
possession and the inhabitants allowed to hold land
persuant to sub article 1 of article 14-and 15.

2. It may require while carring out the activities of
registration, the mhabitants and the offices of the
respective kebele, any necessary evidence to be
submutted to it

18. The organization of the allotting committee

In the locality of each rural kebele a land
possession allotting committee shall be established
c g of 10-13 bers to be nominated by
the inhabitants and accountable to the public that
elected it and to the kebele administration . In
addition the committee shall

1. Establish 2 or 3 sub committees consisting of 3 -
5 members as may be necessary.
2. Have one chairman and a secretary.

19. The necessary criterias to be nominated as
members of the allotting committee

The eriterias set for nominating members
of the verifying committee provided under article 16
of this proclamation shall apply mutatis mutandis for
nominating members of the allotting committee,

20. The power and duties of the allotting
committee:
1. The committee shall: Perform the duties stipulated
under article 7 of this proclamation.
2, Perform while distributing land the allotting
activities with complete responsibility.

ealing agains decision of the allotti
committe

1. Any inhabitants of the respective kebele who
claims that he is mistreated in the process of casting
a lot and allotting activities may submit his petition
to the grievance hearing committee with in the
period of 3 days right after the committee has
completed its allotting activities.

2. The petition of any inhabitants of the respective
kebele who has been dissatisfied with the decision of
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the aflotting committee, shall not be acceptable un
less submitted in the time limit provided under sub
article 1 of this article.

22. Or. ing the Grievance hea ol

1. Theire shall be established a grievance hearing
committee, where any inhabitant who has
complaints in the process of the activities of the
allotting committee, may submit his/ her petition too.
2. The grievance hearing committee which is to be
established persuant to the provision of subarticle 1
of this article, shall have 5 - 7 members, consisting
from the allotting committee, elder inhabitants and
kebele elects

23 ower and of the Grievance
hearing committee

The grievance heaving committee shall
have the following powers and duties:

1. Render final decision, by examining the petition
submitted to it, persuant to the provision of article 21
of this proclamation.

2. Render it's decision with in a period of a week, up
on complaints submitted to it, after the allotting
activities have been completed.

3. No ppeal shall be lodged upon its final decision.
4. May use the local militia or police, as may be
necessary, in order to enforce its decision.

5. Shall dissolve, with in the period specified in sub
article 2 of this article after completing its activities
6. shall hand over, all the documents to the kebele
office, which had been in its hands while performing
its activities.

24. Matters to be entertained by the grievance
hearing committee

Matters to be entertained by the grierance
hearing committee shall be, only of the following
complaints raised by the peasants who are allowed
to hold land in the process of reallotment.

L. Apportionment of land possession
2, Fair distribution of fertile lands.
3. Casting a lot.

25. Meeting procedures of the grievance hearing
committee

There shall be a qourum where the two
third of the members of the grievance hearing
committee are present at it's meeting. In addition the
committee ghall:

1. Hold a minute for decisions it render.
2. Pasg its decisions by a majority vote.
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26, Execution of an oath

The land possession and family size
verifying committee, and the land  allotting and
grievance hearing committee established for the
implementation of this proclamation shall execute an
oath before the public prior to the assuming of their
duties.

27. Issuance of holding certificate

After the completion of reallotment of land
in each locality of the rural kebele, the kebele
administration shall issue a title document to each

new land s evid g his legal po
of land.
PART FIVE

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
28. Prohibition of court action

1. No suit or appeal might be brought to the justice
committee of the kebele or ordinary courts of law,
challenging the legality of any decision passed ar
action taken by the grievance hearing committee;
established in each respective kebele.

2. As of the effective date of this proclamation, in the
places where the reallotment of land is to be carried,
all cases involving rural land possession pending in
the justice committee of the kebele or ordinary
courts of law are hear by annulled.

3. With out prejudice to the provision of sub article 1
and 2 of this article, the allotting committee, after
the appropriate verification, shall render its final
decision upon former cases involving land
possession pending in the justice committee or
ordinary courts of those rural localities; where the
reallotment of land is to be carried

29 Responsibility of the administrative organs

The administrative organs on every level
shall have the following responsibilities to:

L. Direct the reallotment of land

2. Render material and financial support to various
committees to be established for the implementation
of this proclamation in each respective kebele.

30. The responsibility of the kebele
administration

Every rural kebele administration shall
haye the responsibility to execute this proclamation

31, Duty to co - operate

Any concerned individual, private and
governmental organizations are duty bound to
cooperate for the implementation of this
proclamation
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32 _Penalty

Any mdividual who obstructs the
execution this proclamation or attempts to commit
the same, shall be penished persuant to the
appropriate provision of the penal code

33. Conflict with other laws.

Any law inconsistent with this
proclamation shall not apply in respect of matters
provided for in here.

34. Power to jssue regulation

The executive committee of the region may
issue additional regulations and directives for the
purpose of the implementation of this proclamation

35. Effective date

This proclamation shall enter in to force on
the date of its ratification by the council of the
Amhara National Regional State.

Done at Bahir Dar
This 5* day of November, 1996.
Council of the Amhara National
Regional State.







