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Introduction

Wole Soyinka's "Death and the King's Horseman" is a complex and richly 
layered play that explores themes of culture, tradition, and the clash between 
African and Western values. The play is renowned for its powerful use of 
language and its intricate stylistic features, which contribute to its overall 
impact. This research proposal aims to conduct a stylistic analysis of the play, 
examining its linguistic and literary techniques to shed light on how Soyinka 
employs language to convey his themes and ideas.

Research Objectives

The main objectives of this research proposal are as follows:

To analyze the stylistic features of "Death and the King's Horseman" in terms of
its language use, including its diction, syntax, imagery, and figurative language.

To investigate how Soyinka's stylistic choices contribute to the overall meaning 
and interpretation of the play.

To explore how the play's stylistic features reflect its cultural and historical 
context, including the influence of Yoruba language and oral traditions.

To examine how the play's stylistic elements contribute to the portrayal of 
characters and their relationships.

To assess the significance of the play's stylistic features in creating a unique 
aesthetic experience for the reader or audience.

Methodology

The research will adopt a qualitative approach, utilizing close reading and 
textual analysis as the primary methods. The play "Death and the King's 
Horseman" will be examined in detail, focusing on its language use, including 
diction, syntax, imagery, and figurative language. The analysis will involve 
identifying and describing the specific stylistic features employed by Soyinka 
and their effects on the overall meaning and interpretation of the play. 
Additionally, the research will consider the cultural and historical context of the 



play, including the influence of Yoruba language and oral traditions, to 
understand how these elements contribute to the play's stylistic choices.

Expected Results

The findings of this research are expected to provide insights into the stylistic 
features of "Death and the King's Horseman" and their significance in 
conveying the play's themes and ideas. The analysis may reveal how Soyinka's 
use of language contributes to the portrayal of characters and their relationships,
and how it reflects the cultural and historical context of the play. The research 
may also highlight the unique aesthetic experience created by the play's stylistic 
features and shed light on their impact on the reader or audience.

Conclusion

The proposed research aims to conduct a comprehensive stylistic analysis of 
Wole Soyinka's "Death and the King's Horseman", with a focus on its language 
use, cultural and historical context, and aesthetic elements. The findings of this 
research may contribute to the existing body of knowledge on Soyinka's works, 
particularly in the field of stylistics, and provide valuable insights for scholars, 
researchers, and readers interested in African literature, postcolonial studies, and
stylistic analysis.



Research proposal: Proposal with research design, sample base etc  :  Stylistic 
Analysis of Wole Soyinka's "Death and the King's Horseman 

Research Question: How does Wole Soyinka's play "Death and the King's 
Horseman" use stylistic elements to convey its themes, messages, and 
emotions? 

Research Design: Qualitative research design will be used to analyze the 
stylistic elements of Soyinka’s play. A combination of close reading and critical 
analysis will be employed to compare the stylistic elements of the play, such as 
the dialogue, the structure, the language, and the setting.

Sample Base: The research sample will be limited to the text of Wole Soyinka’s 
“Death and the King’s Horseman”. 

Data Collection: Primary data will be collected from close readings of the text 
and from secondary sources such as published reviews and critiques. 

Data Analysis: The data will be analyzed in order to identify and compare the 
stylistic elements of the play. The analysis will focus on the dialogue, the 
structure, the language, and the setting. 

Conclusion: The research will provide an analysis of the stylistic elements used 
in Wole Soyinka’s “Death and the King’s Horseman”. The analysis will help to 
identify the themes, messages, and


