


The	Troublemaker
	

A	Message	from	Kenneth	Copeland

When	we	were	in	Mexico,	I	went	to	a	bullfight	that	left	a	lasting	impression	on
me:	The	bull	didn't	know	who	his	enemy	was.	He	thought	that	red	cape	was	his
enemy.	I	remember	thinking,	"If	he	ever	realizes	his	real	source	of	trouble,	that
matador	wouldn't	have	a	chance."

As	 I	 travel	 among	 Christians	 everywhere,	 it	 is	 very	 evident	 to	 me	 that	 many
believers	 are	 just	 like	 that	 poor	 bull.	 They	 are	 battling	 "red	 capes"	 instead	 of
getting	 to	 the	 real	 source	 of	 their	 problems.	 They	 are	 contending	 against	 the
trouble	itself	instead	of	the	troublemaker.

Who	is	the	troublemaker?	Who	is	the	real	source	of	all	of	your	troubles,	whether
they	be	spiritual,	mental,	physical,	social,	or	financial?	If	you	knew,	you	would
no	longer	struggle	against	the	"red	cape"	of	your	problems.

You	would	eliminate	the	very	source	of	them.	Just	as	that	matador	was	no	match
for	that	mean,	ferocious	bull,	the	troublemaker	is	no	match	for	the	believer	who
battles	him	with	the	full	armor	and	mighty	weapons	of	God.

I	have	prepared	this	book	to	help	you	do	just	that.	So,	get	ready.	You're	about	to
cause	some	serious	trouble	for	your	troublemaker!

1

Who	is	the	Troublemaker?

Trouble	seems	to	be	as	much	of	a	part	of	life	as	breathing.	Everyone	has	trouble
at	 some	 point	 in	 his	 or	 her	 life.	And	 human	 nature	 always	wants	 to	 place	 the
blame	for	 its	 trouble	on	someone	else.	That	started	 in	 the	Garden	of	Eden!	As
soon	as	Adam	had	to	explain	his	disobedience	to	God,	he	pointed	the	finger	to
his	wife!

When	God	said,	"Adam,	have	you	eaten	from	the	forbidden	tree?"	Adam	replied,
"The	woman	that	You	gave	me,	she	gave	me	of	the	tree	and	I	ate!	It	wasn't	my
idea!"	(The	paraphrasing	is	mine.)	When	trouble	arises,	the	most	natural	thing	to



do	is	to	place	the	blame	for	it	on	someone	or	something.	Sadly,	for	the	most	part,
many	 Christians	 have	 been	 falsely	 accusing	 God	 of	 being	 the	 cause	 of	 their
troubles.	This	 is	 the	number	one	deception	sown	 in	 the	Church	 today,	 that	our
problems,	our	 trials,	 and	our	 temptations	 are	 sent	by	God	 to	 teach	us.	This	 lie
says	that	trials	and	tribulations	are	God's	tools	of	developing	and	strengthening
our	character.	The	very	extreme	end	of	this	deception	is	that	God	Himself	is	the
author	of	our	troubles	or	that	God	is	the	one	who	makes	us	sick	in	order	to	teach
us	something.

This	is	absolutely	against	the	Word	of	God.	Why?

Because	the	very	basic	principle	of	the	Christian	life	is	to	know	that	God	put	our
sin,	sickness,	disease,	sorrow,	grief,	and	poverty	on	Jesus	at	Calvary.	For	God	to
put	 any	 of	 this	 on	 us	 now	 to	 teach	 us	 or	 to	 strengthen	 our	 faith	 would	 be	 a
miscarriage	 of	 justice.	 To	 believe	 that	 God	 has	 a	 purpose	 for	 your	 sickness
would	mean	that	Jesus	bore	your	sicknesses	in	vain.	What	an	insult	to	His	love
and	care	and	compassion	toward	you!

In	order	to	place	blame	where	blame	is	due,	we	need	a	fresh	revelation	of	who	is
our	 true	 source	 of	 trouble.	The	 only	way	we	will	 receive	 this	 revelation	 is	 by
rightly	dividing	the	Word	of	Truth.	James	1:8	says	that	a	double-minded	man	is
unstable	 in	 all	 his	 ways,	 and	 Jesus	 said	 in	 Luke	 11:17	 that	 a	 house	 divided
against	itself	will	fall.

Therefore,	 if	a	man	 thinks,	 imagines,	assumes,	or	 in	any	way	has	 the	 idea	 that
God	is	behind	his	trouble—either	by	permission	or	commission—he	will	never
resist	 it.	 And	 if	 he	 does	 not	 resist	 it,	 then	 he	 will	 certainly	 fail	 because	 his
hesitation	will	give	Satan	just	the	edge	he	needs	to	defeat	him.

In	the	world	of	the	spirit,	there	is	a	challenger,	a	counterfeit,	an	opponent	of	God
who	knows	his	business—but	there	is	also	the	armor	of	God,	the	Word	of	God,
and	the	power	it	takes	to	defeat	this	opponent.	The	Word	says	to	resist	Satan,	and
he	will	flee	from	you.	But	when	a	man	is	in	a	hesitating	area—not	opposing,	but
wondering—then	 Satan	 can	 easily	 defeat	 him.	 We	 must	 clearly	 distinguish
between	what	is	coming	from	Satan	and	not	blame	God	for	something	He's	not
behind.	 This	 is	 why	 it	 is	 so	 extremely	 important	 to	 rightly	 divide	 the	 Word
concerning	this	issue.

Whenever	God	reveals	His	Word	to	a	man,	Satan	comes	immediately	to	steal	the



Word	from	his	heart.	Jesus	said	that	he	would.	He	said	the	sower	sows	the	Word,
and	 Satan	 comes	 immediately	 to	 take	 away	 the	Word	 which	 was	 sown.	 (See
Mark	4.)

Satan	has	no	defense	 against	 the	Word	of	God.	He	has	no	defense	 against	 the
Lordship	 of	 Jesus	 or	 the	Name	 of	 Jesus.	He	 has	 no	 defense	 against	 the	 born-
again	believer	who	is	walking	in	faith	and	acting	on	the	Word	of	God.

He	has	no	defense	against	these	because	Jesus	said	that	all	power	has	been	given
unto	Him	both	in	heaven	and	in	earth.	Satan	has	been	stripped	of	his	power.

He	knows	he	is	defenseless,	so	in	order	to	stop	the	revelation	of	God's	Word	in
the	 believer,	 his	 only	 tool	 is	 deception.	He	must	 sow	 a	 deception—something
that	 sounds	 good	 and	 looks	 good	 but	 is	 really	 a	 wolf	 in	 sheep's	 clothing,	 He
usually	does	 this	most	 successfully	 in	 the	 area	of	 religion.	He	uses	 religion	 to
blind	and	deceive	the	people.	By	sowing	the	seed	of	deception	through	religious
tradition,	Satan	has	robbed	the	Church	of	her	power.	He	has	no	defense	against
our	real	spiritual	weapons,	but	he	can	easily	defend	himself	against	our	carnal,
religious	traditions.

Let's	 read	 from	 the	 Book	 of	 James	 and	 find	 out	what	God's	Word	 has	 to	 say
about	our	troubles	and	shed	the	light	on	religious	tradition.

My	brethren,	count	it	all	joy	when	ye	fall	into	divers	temptations;	Knowing	this,
that	the	trying	of	your	faith	worketh	patience.	But	let	patience	have	her	perfect
work,	 that	 ye	 may	 be	 perfect	 and	 entire,	wanting	 nothing.	 If	 any	 of	 you	 lack
wisdom,	let	him	ask	of	God,	that	giveth	to	all	men	liberally,	and	upbraideth	not;
and	it	shall	be	given	him.	But	let	him	ask	in	faith,	nothing	wavering.	For	he	that
wavereth	is	 like	a	wave	of	 the	sea	driven	with	the	wind	and	tossed.	For	 let	not
that	man	think	that	he	shall	receive	any	thing	of	the	Lord.	A	double	minded	man
is	unstable	in	all	his	ways	(James	1:2-8).

Notice	that	James	1:3	says	 that	 the	 trying	of	your	faith	works	patience.	It	does
not	say	that	the	trying	of	your	faith	is	to	teach	you	or	that	it	perfects	your	faith	or
makes	your	faith	strong.	Faith	is	strengthened	by	the	Word	of	God,	according	to
Romans	 10:17.	So	 then	 faith	 cometh	 by	 hearing,	 and	 hearing	 by	 the	 word	 of
God.	So,	the	trying	of	your	faith	works,	or	exercises,	patience.

Now,	 what	 does	 patience	 mean?	 The	 definition	 of	 patience	 is	 not	 "to	 put	 up
with"	 like	 many	 of	 us	 think.	 The	 dictionary	 says	 that	 to	 be	 patient	 is	 "to	 be



constant,	or	the	same	way,	all	the	time	regardless	of	the	circumstances."

This	 is	 the	way	we,	as	believers,	must	be—patient,	stable,	consistent,	 the	same
way	all	the	time.	Regardless	of	our	circumstances,	regardless	of	what	the	game
of	life	throws	at	us,	we	should	always	respond	in	exactly	the	same	way:

"Thus	saith	the	Word	of	God!"	When	we	respond	this	way,	we	take	on	the	same
attribute	 as	 Jesus—the	 same	 yesterday,	 today,	 and	 forever.	 This	 is	 the	 reason
Jesus	 is	 always	 the	 same—He	never	 varies	 to	 the	 right	 or	 to	 the	 left	 from	 the
Word	of	God.

James	1:4	tells	us	that,	if	we	will	let	patience	have	her	perfect	work,	we	will	be
perfect	 and	 entire,	 wanting	 nothing.	 A	 patient	 man	 is	 a	 stable	 man.	 He	 is	 a
constant	man.	He	is	a	single-minded	man.	He	doesn't	have	to	ask	himself,	Who
is	 the	 troublemaker?	 Is	 God	 my	 problem	 or	 is	 Satan?	 Is	 there	 a	 shady	 area
between	the	two?

This	poses	another	question	which	many	Christians	are	asking	today.	Does	God
use	Satan	to	discipline	His	family?	What	is	the	chastisement	of	the	Lord?	Does	it
mean	the	same	in	the	New	Testament	as	it	does	in	the	Old?

To	 answer	 these	 questions,	 you	must	 know	how	 to	 rightly	 divide	 the	Word	 of
Truth.	Where	do	you	rightly	divide	the	Word?	At	the	Cross	and	Resurrection	of
Jesus.

One	side	is	a	promise—the	other	side	is	a	fact.

Isaiah	53	is	a	prophecy	of	Jesus,	the	Messiah.	Isaiah	is	prophesying	here	and	is
speaking	of	 the	 things	 that	are	 to	be	 laid	on	Jesus.	Notice	verse	5,	But	he	was
wounded	 for	 our	 transgressions,	 he	 was	 bruised	 for	 our	 iniquities:	 the
chastisement	of	our	peace	was	upon	him;	and	with	his	stripes	we	are	healed.	The
English	 dictionary	 defines	 chastisement	 as	 "punishment	 by	 inflicting	 pain."
Jesus	bore	our	sins	so	that	we	don't	have	to	bear	them.	He	bore	our	sicknesses	so
that	we	don't	have	to	bear	them.	He	bore	our	punishing	chastisement	so	that	we
don't	have	to	bear	it.	Praise	God!

The	 following	prophecy	 from	 the	 fifty-fourth	 chapter	 is	 no	 longer	 speaking	of
Jesus	on	the	cross.	It	is	speaking	of	the	Resurrected	Jesus—the	Redeemer.	He	is
no	longer	speaking	to	Israel	but	to	the	Church	of	Jesus	Christ.



In	 a	 little	 wrath	 I	 hid	 my	 face	 from	 thee	 for	 a	 moment;	 but	with	 everlasting
kindness	will	 I	have	mercy	on	 thee,	 saith	 the	Lord	 thy	Redeemer.	 .	And	all	 thy
children	shall	be	taught	of	the	Lord;	and	great	shall	be	the	peace	of	thy	children.
In	righteousness	shalt	thou	be	established:	thou	shalt	be	far	from	oppression;	for
thou	shalt	not	fear:	and	from	terror,	for	it	shall	not	come	near	thee.	Behold,	they
shall	 surely	 gather	 together,	 but	 not	 by	 me:	 whosoever	 shall	 gather	 together
against	thee	shall	fall	for	thy	sake.	Behold,	I	have	created	the	smith	that	bloweth
the	coals	 in	 the	 fire,	and	 that	bringeth	 forth	an	 instrument	 for	his	work;	and	 I
have	created	the	waster	to	destroy.	No	weapon	that	is	formed	against	thee	shall
prosper,	 and	 every	 tongue	 that	 shall	 rise	 against	 thee	 in	 judgment	 thou	 shalt
condemn.	This	is	the	heritage	of	the	servants	of	the	Lord,	and	their	righteousness
is	of	me,	saith	the	Lord	(Isaiah	54:8,13-17).

Notice	in	verse	8,	.	.but	with	everlasting	kindness	will	I	have	mercy	on	thee,	saith
the	Lord	thy	Redeemer.	The	Redeemer	is	talking	here.	When	we	read	this,	we	are
reading	from	the	mouth	of	God.	This	is	what	God	Himself	has	said.

And	all	thy	children	shall	be	taught	of	the	Lord;	and	great	shall	be	the	peace	of
thy	children.	Who	are	those	children?

We	are.	The	believers—the	Body	of	Christ,	the	children	of	God	as	a	result	of	the
New	Birth.

In	 righteousness	 shalt	 thou	be	established..	 .	This	 is	 for	 us	 right	 now,	here	 on
earth.	We	have	already	been	established	in	righteousness.	Romans	5:17	says,	For
if	 by	 one	man's	 offence	 death	 reigned	 by	 one;	much	more	 they	 which	 receive
abundance	of	grace	and	of	 the	gift	o	 f	righteousness	shall	reign	 in	 life	by	one,
Jesus	Christ.

.	.	thou	shalt	be	far	from	oppression;	for	thou	shalt	not	fear:	and	from	terror;	for
it	 shall	 not	 come	 near	 thee.	What	 does	 the	Word	 say	 about	 us	 where	 fear	 is
concerned?	First	John	2:5,	But	whoso	keepeth	his	word,	in	him	verily	is	the	love
of	God	perfected,	 and	 1	 John	 4:18,	There	 is	 no	 fear	 in	 love;	 but	 perfect	 love
casteth	out	fear:	because	fear	hath	torment.

Behold,	they	shall	surely	gather	together,	but	not	by	me:	whosoever	shall	gather
together	 against	 thee	 shall	 fall	 for	 thy	 sake.	 There	 is	 no	 question	 about	 it—
oppression,	fear,	and	terror	will	gather	together	against	you.	Satan	will	still	try	to
fight	you	even	 though	 Jesus	has	defeated	him	 through	 the	Cross.	Behold,	 they



shall	surely	gather	together,	but	not	by	me.	The	Lord	thy	Redeemer	is	speaking,
and	He	says	that	oppression,	fear,	and	terror	are	not	by	Him.

Behold,	 I	 have	 created	 the	 smith	 that	 bloweth	 the	 coals	 in	 the	 fire,	 and	 that
bringeth	 forth	 an	 instrument	 for	 his	 work;	 and	 I	 have	 created	 the	 waster	 to
destroy.	What	is	He	saying	here?

God	 created	 Satan.	 Ezekiel	 told	 of	 how	 Satan	 was	 created	 perfect	 and	 then
iniquity	was	 found	 in	him.	This	 is	where	 the	problem	 lies.	God	has	given	His
Word	on	certain	indisputable	points.	He	will	not	break	or	go	back	on	His	Word
even	to	Satan.	This	put	God	in	the	position	of	having	to	keep	His	Word	where
Satan	 became	 involved	 and	 keep	 His	Word	 where	 man	 is	 involved.	 Satan	 is
trying	 to	 trap	 God	 in	 a	 lie—to	 trap	 Him	 into	 going	 back	 on	 His	Word.	 God
would	then	be	subject	to	the	"father	of	liars."

So	what	He	is	saying	to	us	is,	"I	created	the	one	who	caused	your	trouble.	I	will
be	responsible	for	it."

No	weapon	that	is	formed	against	thee	shall	prosper.	Even	though	God	created
Satan,	 even	 though	 Satan	 committed	 treason	 before	 God	 and	 led	 man	 into
treason,	God	has	provided	a	way	so	that	no	weapon	Satan	forms	against	us	will
prosper.

.	.	and	every	tongue	that	shall	rise	against	thee	in	judgment	thou	shalt	condemn.
This	is	the	heritage	of	the	servants	of	the	Lord,	and	their	righteousness	is	of	me,
saith	the	Lord.	The	battlelines	are	drawn.	God	is	not	your	problem.

Satan	is	your	problem—he	is	your	troublemaker.	But	the	good	news	is	that	God
has	provided	your	complete	deliverance	through	Jesus	Christ.

The	Chastisement	of	the	Lord

We	have	seen	that	the	word	chastisement	means

"punishment	 by	 inflicting	 pain"	 and	 that	 Jesus	 bore	 our	 chastisement,	 or	 our
punishment,	with	pain	on	the	cross.

The	Greek	word	 translated	 chastise	 in	 the	New	 Testament	 actually	means	 "to
instruct	 or	 to	 train."	 The	 question	 normally	 arises,	 How	 does	 God	 chastise
His	own?



How	does	God	instruct	and	train	us?	Does	He	unleash	His	bad	dog	to	bite	us	on
the	leg,	so	we	will	learn	to	wear	our	boots?	No,	He	does	not!

For	 whom	 the	 Lord	 loveth	 he	 chasteneth,	 and	 scourgeth	 every	 son	 whom	 he
receiveth.	If	ye	endure	chastening,	God	dealeth	with	you	as	with	sons;	for	what
son	 is	 he	whom	 the	 father	 chasteneth	 not?	 But	 if	 ye	 be	 without	 chastisement,
whereof	all	are	partakers,	then	are	ye	bastards,	and	not	sons.

Furthermore	we	have	had	fathers	of	our	flesh	which	corrected	us,	and	we	gave
them	 reverence:	 shall	we	 not	much	 rather	 be	 in	subjection	 unto	 the	 Father	 of
spirits,	and	live?	(Hebrews	12:6-9).

Jesus	said,	That	which	is	born	of	the	flesh	is	flesh;	and	that	which	is	born	of	the
Spirit	is	spirit	(John	3:6).	Our	fleshly	fathers	correct	us	in	the	flesh,	but	God	is	a
spirit	and	He	uses	spiritual	tools,	not	carnal	tools.	He	uses	spiritual	weapons,	not
carnal	weapons.	Jesus	said,	"My	words	are	spirit."	He	chastises	with	His	words.

For	whom	the	Lord	loveth	he	chasteneth.	A	loving	God	doesn't	send	tornadoes	or
cancer	 to	us.	God	never	 told	me	not	 to	pray	for	someone's	healing	because	He
had	 put	 sickness	 on	 them.	 Jesus	 said,	 "If	 you've	 seen	 Me,	 you've	 seen	 the
Father."	He	never	told	a	leper	that	he	would	have	to	keep	leprosy,	so	God	could
teach	 him	 something.	 The	 Word	 says	 in	 Acts	 10:38,	 God	 anointed	 Jesus	 of
Nazareth	with	the	Holy	Ghost	and	with	power:	who	went	about	doing	good,	and
healing	 all	 that	 were	 oppressed	 of	 the	 devil;	 for	 God	 was	with	 him.	 God	 did
these	things	through	Jesus.	God	is	not	double-minded—He	is	single-minded.

Now	there	are	times	when	a	situation	looks	as	if	God	is	behind	it.	It	may	have	all
the	symptoms	pointing	to	that.

But	Satan	is	a	deceiver;	he	wants	you	to	think	God	did	it.	If	he	can	get	you	to	go
against	God,	he'll	 run	 rampant	over	you.	The	 religious	 idea	 that	God	chastises
His	own	with	sickness	and	disease	and	poverty	is	the	very	thing	that	has	caused
the	Church	 to	go	1,500	years	without	 the	knowledge	of	 the	Holy	Spirit	 or	 the
gifts	of	the	Spirit.	We	just	became	so	passive	and	double-minded	that	the	whole
Church	was	schizophrenic,	except	for	a	few	men	here	and	there	who	refused	to
believe	it—and	most	of	them	were	kicked	out	of	their	churches.

Now	let's	look	at	this	a	little	closer.	For	whom	the	Lord	loveth	he	chasteneth,	and
scourgeth	every	son	whom	he	receiveth.	The	word	scourge	means	"to	beat	on."
God	is	the	Father	of	spirits.	He	doesn't	scourge	the	flesh,	He	scourges	the	inner



man.	How	does	He	do	this?	With	His	Word.

Every	Scripture	 is	God-breathed—given	by	His	 inspiration—and	 profitable	 for
instruction,	 for	 reproof	 and	 conviction	 of	 sin,	 for	 correction	 of	 error	 and
discipline	 in	obedience,	 and	 for	 training	 in	 righteousness,	 So	 that	 the	man	 of
God	 may	 be	 complete	 and	 proficient,	 well-fitted	 and	 thoroughly	 equipped	 for
every	good	work	(2	Timothy	3:16-17,	The	Amplified	Bible).	The	Lord	chastises
His	own	with	the	Scriptures.	Put	yourself	in	subjection	to	the	Word.	The	Sword
of	the	Spirit	is	two-edged—one	side	is	for	Satan	and	the	other	side	is	for	you.	It
trims	away	the	flesh	and	the	lusts,	and	it	sanctifies	us.

I'll	 show	you	 some	 examples	 of	 this.	 The	 apostle	 Paul	wrote	 in	 2	Corinthians
7:8-9,	For	 though	I	made	you	sorry	with	a	 letter,	 I	do	not	repent,	 though	I	did
repent:	for	I	perceive	that	the	same	epistle	hath	made	you	sorry,	though	it	were
but	 for	 a	 season.	 Now	 I	 rejoice,	 not	 that	 ye	 were	 made	 sorry,	 but	 that	 ye
sorrowed	to	repentance:	for	ye	were	made	sorry	after	a	godly	manner.	This	is	the
way	in	which	God	convicts,	brings	repentance,	chastens,	and	scourges	us—	with
His	Word!	He	sent	His	Word	to	the	church	at	Corinth,	and	it	hurt	so	badly	that
they	would	have	preferred	being	beaten	with	a	stick!	They	knew	how	to	handle
sickness	 and	 disease,	 but	 when	God	 reprimanded	 them	with	 His	Word,	 it	 cut
deep	into	their	spirits	and	they	were	sorry.	Proverbs	17:10,	The	Amplified	Bible,
says,	A	reproof	enters	deeper	 into	one	of	understanding	 than	a	hundred	 lashes
into	a	[self-confident]	fool.

When	Peter	preached	 the	Word	 to	 the	Jews	on	 the	day	of	Pentecost,	 it	pricked
them	in	their	hearts	and	they	had	to	get	saved.	God	does	this	with	spirit-power,
His	Word.	It	chastens	unbelief	and	purifies	the	human	spirit	in	such	a	way	that
man	comes	out	strong,	not	weak	and	condemned.

Daniel	 chastened	 himself	 before	 the	 Lord	 and	 asked	 the	 Lord	 to	 correct	 him.
How	did	God	correct	him?	He	sent	an	angel	to	him	and	gave	him	His	Word.	God
has	done	better	than	that	for	us.	He	hasn't	sent	us	an	angel—He	has	sent	us	the
Holy	Spirit	to	lead	us	into	all	the	Truth.

We	need	to	fully	understand	the	ministry	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	world	today.
Let's	not	take	away	from	it.	In	other	words,	 let's	exercise	our	faith	in	this	area.
We	 need	 to	 realize	 that	 the	Holy	 Spirit	was	 sent	 here	 to	 teach	 the	Church,	 to
reveal	 the	 deep	 things	 of	God	 to	 the	Body	 of	Christ.	We	need	 to	 develop	 our
faith	in	the	ability	of	the	Holy	Spirit	to	show	us	these	things	so	that	we	might	be



filled	with	the	knowledge	of	God	in	all	wisdom	and	spiritual	understanding.

You	know,	it	seems	that	some	people	have	an	overwhelming	desire	to	believe	the
worst	from	God.	They	will	fight	to	prove	that	God	is	the	one	that	inflicted	them.

If	you	were	to	try	talking	this	way	about	my	earthly	daddy,	I'd	fight	you!	Don't
try	 to	 tell	me	 that	my	dad	 lied	 to	me	or	 that	he	stole	my	property	or	made	my
babies	sick.	My	dad	is	a	good	man.	He	has	worked	hard	to	provide	for	me,	and
he	would	never	lie	to	me.	He	loves	me—he	wouldn't	hurt	me—so	don't	try	to	tell
me	he's	destroying	my	life!

I've	 heard	 people	 say	 something	 like	 this,	 "Well,	God	 killed	 all	my	 cattle	 and
burned	 all	my	 crops,	 but	He	 finally	 got	me	 down	where	He	wanted	me."	No,
God's	not	the	one	that	did	that!	Your	earthly	father	would	never	hurt	you,	so	why
do	you	want	to	believe	that	your	Heavenly	Father	would?	James	1:13	says,	Let
no	man	say	when	he	is	tempted	[tested	or	tried],	I	am	tempted	of	God.

How	long	are	you	going	to	listen	when	someone	says,

"God	put	that	on	you"?

I've	heard	people	 say,	 "Well,	 look	what	God	did	 to	 Job!"	What	did	God	 do	 to
Job?	He	built	a	hedge	around	him	and	blessed	him	with	abundance.	At	the	end	of
the	Book	of	 James,	 the	Word	says	 that	God	was	 full	of	pity	and	mercy	 in	His
dealings	with	Job.

For	years	now,	we've	 read	about	 Job	and	have	blamed	God	 for	 Job's	 situation,
thinking	 that	 God	 commissioned	 Satan	 to	 attack	 Job.	 That's	 not	 true!	 In	 Job,
chapter	1,	Satan	came	to	God	and	said,	"Put	your	hand	against	Job,	and	he	will
curse	you."	He	 tried	 to	get	God	to	do	 it,	but	God	would	not.	He	said,	"Behold
[look	and	see],	he	is	in	your	power."	Job	was	already	in	Satan's	power	by	letting
that	hedge	fall	from	around	him.	He	quit	acting	in	faith,	began	operating	in	fear,
and	 that	 protective	 hedge	 fell.	 Then	 he	 was	 vulnerable	 to	 Satan's	 attack.	 The
sacrifices	 he	made	were	 not	made	 in	 faith.	 The	Word	 says	 he	made	 the	 same
ones	continually	(Job	1:5).	He	lost	everything	he	had.	Job	didn't	have	the	written
Word	of	God	to	act	on	like	you	and	I	do	today.	He	said,	"That	which	I	have	so
greatly	feared	has	come	upon	me."	Then	he	began	by	trial	and	error	to	figure	a
way	to	get	back	on	his	faith	again.	He	tried	crying	about	it,	he	tried	cutting	and
hurting	himself,	he	sat	down	in	the	ashes—none	of	this	did	him	any	good	at	all.
Satan	 sent	 him	 some	 very	 religious	 men,	 and	 they	 certainly	 didn't	 help	 him!



They	 were	 the	 ones	 that	 said	 God	 had	 done	 it.	 God	 Himself	 told	 these	 men,
however,	that	they	had	not	spoken	of	Him	rightly.

But	the	very	moment	Job	moved	back	on	his	faith	by	praying	for	those	men,	he
moved	back	 on	 the	Word	 of	God	 and	God	 replaced	 double	 everything	 he	 had
lost.

When	 Job	 began	 operating	 in	 faith	 once	 again,	 his	 deliverance	 was
instantaneous.

We	 need	 to	 preach	 this	 instead	 of	 identifying	 with	 Job's	 sickness	 and	 failure.
People	 say,	 "Well,	 I'm	 just	 like	poor	old	 Job."	We'll,	 if	you're	going	 to	be	 like
Job,	 then	you	will	 have	 to	get	 healed	 and	delivered.	 Job	wasn't	 poor	 either	he
was	the	richest	man	in	the	East	when	this	began	and	then	God	doubled	that!	All
God	has	ever	done	and	all	He	has	ever	said	has	been	deliverance,	freedom,	and
power	for	His	people.

I	refuse	to	believe	that	my	Heavenly	Father	would	hurt	me,	even	though	I	may
not	 know	 all	 the	 circumstances.	 It	 may	 look	 as	 though	He	 is	 behind	 it,	 but	 I
refuse	to	fall	for	that.	I	know	He	sent	His	Son	to	die	for	me,	so	I'm	not	going	to
hesitate	for	one	moment	and	give	Satan	the	opportunity	to	move	in	on	me.

Trouble-preaching—being	 trouble-centered	 and	 trouble-minded—instead	 of
being	 victory-minded	will	 give	Satan	 just	 the	moment's	 hesitation	 he	 needs	 to
defeat	you.

All	Things	Working	for	Good

There	is	one	particular	area	in	which	the	Body	of	Christ	has	been	trouble-minded
for	a	long	time.	We	have	taken	one	verse	of	Scripture,	lifted	it	out	of	context,	and
misused	 it	 terribly.	 In	Romans	 8:28	 the	 apostle	 Paul	wrote	 this,	And	we	 know
that	all	things	work	together	for	good	to	them	that	love	God,	to	them	who	are	the
called	according	to	his	purpose.	You	have	probably	heard	this	quoted	over	and
over	again	in	the	light	of	trouble.

All	 the	way	 through	 this	 eighth	 chapter	 of	 Romans,	 Paul	 is	 talking	 about	 the
difference	 between	 the	 law	 of	 death	 and	 the	 law	 of	 life—that	 these	 are	 two
different	laws.	He	tells	us	that	we	are	not	governed	by	the	law	of	death,	that	we
have	been	delivered	from	it.	The	law	of	the	Spirit	of	life	in	Christ	Jesus	has	made
me	free	from	the	law	of	sin	and	death.	He	shows	us	the	difference	between	being



carnally	 minded	 (or	 flesh-minded)	 and	 being	 spiritually	 minded	 (or	 Word-
minded).	 He	 says,	 For	 to	 be	 carnally	minded	 is	 death;	 but	 to	 be	 spiritually
minded	is	life	and	peace.

There	 is	 the	 division	 between	 the	 two.	 You	 can't	 be	 trouble-minded	 and
spiritually	minded	at	the	same	time.

Trouble	isn't	born	by	the	Spirit	of	God—it	is	born	by	Satan.

Now,	 look	 at	 the	 twenty-sixth	 verse,	 Likewise	 the	 Spirit	 also	 helpeth	 our
infirmities:	for	we	know	not	what	we	should	pray	for	as	we	ought:	but	the	Spirit
itself	maketh	intercession	for	us..	.	The	Spirit	of	God	is	not	interceding	for	us—
He	is	helping	us	to	intercede.	That's	His	ministry.	The	Holy	Spirit	leads	us	and
takes	up	where	we	fall	short	of	spiritual	knowledge.	The	word	translated	helpeth
actually	 is	 three	 Greek	 words	 combined.	 It	 literally	 says	 "takes	 hold	 together
with	us	against."	This	verse	literally	reads,

"The	Spirit	takes	hold	together	with	us	against	our	infirmities."

.	 .for	we	 know	 not	what	we	 should	 pray	 for	 as	we	 ought:	but	 the	 Spirit	 itself
maketh	intercession	for	us	with	groanings	which	cannot	be	uttered.	And	he	that
searcheth	the	hearts	knoweth	what	is	the	mind	of	the	Spirit,	because	he	maketh
intercession	 for	 the	 saints	 according	 to	 the	will	 of	God.	And	we	know	 that	 all
things	work	together	for	good	to	them	that	love	God,	to	them	who	are	the	called
according	to	his	purpose.	For	whom	he	did	foreknow,	he	also	did	predestinate	to
be	conformed	to	the	image	of	his	Son,	that	he	might	be	the	firstborn	among	many
brethren.	 The	 apostle	 Paul	 is	 talking	 here	 about	 intercessory	 prayer-how	 it
works,	how	it	operates.	By	being	trouble-minded,	we	have	subconsciously	read
the	twenty-eighth	verse	like	this:	"For	we	know	that	all	bad	things	work	together
for	the	good	of	those	that	love	God."

But	 it	doesn't	 say	 that	at	all!	 It	wasn't	 talking	about	bad	 things—it	was	 talking
about	good	things—about	intercessory	prayer.

He	says	in	the	twenty-ninth	verse,	.	.he	also	did	predestinate	to	be	conformed	to
the	image	of	his	Son..	.	What	tools	does	the	Holy	Spirit	use	to	conform	us	to	the
image	of	His	Son?	The	nine	gifts	of	the	Spirit,	 the	name	of	Jesus,	the	blood	of
the	Lamb,	the	Word	of	God,	and	everything	that	the	New	Testament	guarantees
the	 believer	 in	 this	 life	 and	 in	 the	 world	 to	 come.	When	 the	 believer	 begins
to	move	into	intercession,	when	he	begins	to	intercede	for	the	Body	of	Christ	as



he	should,	then	these	tools	come	together	and	operate	against	our	infirmities,	so
we	pray	accurately	 and	powerfully	by	 the	 anointing	of	 the	Holy	Spirit.	 In	 this
way,	all	these	things	work	together	for	the	good	of	those	that	love	God.

Count	It	All	Joy

The	Word	tells	us	to	count	it	all	joy	when	we	fall	into	divers	 temptations	or,	as
the	Greek	text	says,	"into	different	trials	and	tribulations."	What	does	the	Word
say	about	joy?	There	is	a	difference	between	joy	and	happiness.

Happiness	 is	 controlled	 by	 the	 condition	 or	 the	 comfort	 of	 the	 five	 physical
senses.	Joy	is	not.	The	Bible	says	that	joy	is	a	fruit	of	the	spirit.	It	is	a	spiritual
force—it	is	born	inside	the	human	heart.	We	read	in	the	Book	of	Nehemiah	that
the	joy	of	the	Lord	is	our	strength,	so	we	can	count	it	strength	when	these	trials
and	tribulations	come	our	way.

Don't	 count	 it	 defeat—count	 it	 strength!	 Don't	 count	 it	 negative—count	 it
affirmative!	Jesus	said,	Ask,	and	ye	shall	receive,	that	your	joy	may	be	full	(John
16:24).	Count	it	answered	prayer.

To	count	it	all	joy	does	not	mean	that	you	are	to	thank	God	because	your	child	is
sick.	 Let's	 look	 at	 a	 portion	 of	 the	 Scripture	 here	 that	 is	 often	misunderstood.
Rejoice	evermore.	Pray	without	ceasing.	 In	every	 thing	give	 thanks:	 for	 this	 is
the	will	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	concerning	you	(1

Thessalonians	 5:16-18).	 Some	 of	 us	 have	 read	 this	 verse	 of	 Scripture	 and
thought,	"The	will	of	God	is	for	me	to	give	thanks	for	everything."	That	is	not
true.	That	thing	or	circumstance	is	not	the	will	of	God	for	you—	giving	thanks	is
the	will	of	God.	When	you	praise	God	and	give	Him	thanks	in	the	midst	of	your
situation,	you	step	under	the	protective	umbrella	of	the	will	of	God.	You	may	not
know	what	the	Word	says	about	your	particular	situation,	but	the	Word	does	say
to	give	 thanks.	Then,	while	you	are	under	 that	protective	umbrella,	Satan	can't
touch	you.

How	do	you	count	it	all	joy?	I	had	a	good	opportunity	to	do	this	one	night	when
my	little	daughter	had	a	high	fever.	I	went	into	her	room,	laid	hands	on	her,	and
prayed	this,	"Father,	in	the	Name	of	Jesus,	I	count	it	all	joy	to	prove	once	again
that	the	Word	is	real	and	filled	with	power.	I'm	a	faith	man,	and	I'm	not	moved
by	what	I	see.



I'm	turning	her	over	to	You,	and	I	believe	that	You	will	take	care	of	her	in	Jesus'
name.	Now,	I	just	praise	You	and	thank	You	for	her	healing."	I	didn't	praise	God
for	her	fever	because	it	wasn't	hers	and	God	didn't	give	it	to	her.

Jesus	 bore	 her	 sickness	 and	 disease.	 If	 it	 belonged	 to	 anyone,	 it	 belonged	 to
Satan	who	was	trying	to	put	it	on	her.

I	 have	 accepted	 Calvary	 as	 the	 sacrifice	 that	 paid	 the	 price	 for	 my	 total
redemption—from	sin,	sickness,	poverty,	and	death.	I	believe	that	and	I	stand	on
it.	I	have	certain	rights,	called	righteousness,	in	the	kingdom	of	God	and	one	of
these	is	the	right	to	a	healthy	body.	Jesus	has	provided	it	for	me,	and	I	take	hold
of	it	with	my	faith.

What	about	the	question	of	whether	or	not	God	permits	bad	things	to	happen	to
us?	The	answer	to	that	is	yes,	He	does	permit	them.	There	isn't	much	He	can	do
about	 it!	Why?	Because	we	 have	 been	 given	 authority	 in	 the	 earth.	God	 gave
Adam	the	authority	to	rule	the	earth,	to	have	dominion	over	it,	and	to	subdue	it.
God	didn't	butt	 in	on	man's	business	after	 that.	He	kept	His	Word	with	Adam,
even	though	He	had	to	swear	to	His	own	hurt	to	keep	it.	Did	God	send	the	devil
in	to	get	Adam?	No,	He	kicked	out	the	devil	and	gave	Adam	authority	over	the
whole	situation.	Adam	was	the	one	that	let	in	the	devil.

Jesus	said,	"All	power	has	been	given	unto	me,	both	in	heaven	and	on	earth,	so
you	go	into	all	the	world	and	preach	the	gospel.	In	my	name,	cast	out	the	devil.
."

(Matthew	 28:18;	 Mark	 16:15-18).	 He	 gave	 the	 believer	 His	 Word	 and	 the
commission	 to	do	 it.	There	should	be	no	hesitation,	nothing	dubious	about	our
thinking.

We	have	been	given	authority	in	the	earth,	and	when	we	let	the	thief	run	loose,
there's	nothing	God	can	do.	A	city	judge	has	legal	authority,	but	if	the	policemen
out	 in	 the	field	just	 let	 the	thief	run	loose	and	never	get	him	to	the	judge,	 then
there's	nothing	the	judge	or	the	law	can	do	about	it.	It's	the	man	out	in	the	field
with	authority	to	make	arrests	that	makes	the	difference	between	law	and	order
and	a	riot.	You	and	I,	as	believers,	are	God's	policemen	in	the	field.	We	have	the
authority	of	 the	Name	of	Jesus	and	the	Sword	of	 the	Spirit.	There	is	no	reason
why	Satan	should	run	roughshod	over	any	born-again	believer.

Choose	Life



With	 every	 situation	 and	 every	 circumstance,	 we	 must	 make	 a	 very	 definite
choice.	Notice	Deuteronomy	30:19,	 I	 call	 heaven	and	earth	 to	 record	 this	day
against	 you,	 that	 I	 have	 set	 before	 you	 life	 and	 death,	 blessing	 and	 cursing:
therefore	choose	life,	that	both	thou	and	thy	seed	may	live.	The	choice	is	yours—
either	life	or	death,	either	blessing	or	cursing.	God	has	set	this	choice	before	you
with	His	written	Word.	The	only	way	you	can	find	the	true	definitions	of	life	and
death	is	by	studying	His	Word.

Jesus	said,	My	words	are	life.	God	told	Joshua	that	if	he	would	meditate	in	the
Word	day	and	night,	he	would	prosper	and	have	good	success.	Proverbs	4:20-22
tells	us	to	attend	to	the	words	of	God	for	they	are	life	unto	those	that	find	them,
and	health	to	all	their	flesh.

In	order	to	choose	life	and	blessing,	you	will	have	to	choose	the	Word	of	God,
for	 IT	 IS	 LIFE.	 You	 will	 have	 to	 become	 Word-minded	 instead	 of	 trouble-
minded,	 life-minded	 instead	of	death-minded.	You	will	have	 to	become	single-
minded	 on	 the	Word	 of	 God.	When	 you	 become	Word-minded,	 you	 begin	 to
realize	that	He	who	raised	Jesus	from	the	dead	is	residing	in	you	and	He	that	is
in	you	is	greater	than	he	that	is	in	the	world.

John	10:10	is	the	dividing	line	between	life	and	death.

The	thief,	Satan,	comes	only	to	kill,	to	steal,	and	to	destroy.

Jesus	came	that	we	might	have	life	and	have	it	more	abundantly.

Satan	 is	 the	 thief.	 He	 is	 trying	 to	 rob	 the	 Body	 of	 Christ	 of	 its	 power.	 The
believer	has	the	whole	armor	of	God	available	to	him,	and	Satan	has	no	defense
for	that	armor.	He	must	deceive	the	believer	and	sidetrack	him.

He	must	operate	in	the	world	of	the	natural	because	in	the	world	of	the	spirit,	the
believer	 can	 beat	 him	with	 his	 powerful	 spiritual	 weapons.	 The	 Sword	 of	 the
Spirit,	God's	Word,	 can	wound	 Satan	 deeply,	 so	 he	 uses	 deception.	He	 comes
against	the	believer	in	the	physical	world	and	tries	to	convince	him	that	God	is
actually	the	one	who	made	him	sick	or	that	God	took	his	baby	or	that	God	wants
him	to	live	in	poverty.	If	the	believer	entertains	those	thoughts	for	any	length	of
time,	he	will	begin	to	doubt.	He	will	hesitate.	He	will	become	double-minded.

That	hesitation	will	give	Satan	a	valuable	advantage.	Then	the	next	 time	Satan
attacks,	that	believer	will	be	a	little	easier	to	defeat.



The	believer	must	decide	not	to	back	up	any	longer.

The	man	 that	 is	single-minded	on	God's	Word	has	 to	know	for	sure	 that	God's
will	 was	 Jesus	 on	 the	 Cross,	 that	 God's	 will	 is	 for	 him	 to	 prosper	 and	 be	 in
health,	that	God's	will	is	to	meet	all	his	needs	according	to	His	riches	in	glory	by
Christ	 Jesus,	 that	 God's	 will	 is	 for	 him	 to	 receive	 the	 blessings	 of	 Abraham
through	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	When	these	facts	become	a	reality	on	the	inside	of
him,	 then	 he	 becomes	 a	 powerful	 believer,	 a	 joint-heir	 with	 Jesus	 Christ.	 He
knows	 that	 his	 Father	 has	 carefully	 planned	 for	 his	 deliverance	 and	 for	 his
victory.	From	that	point	forward,	he'll	never	question	whether	or	not	he	should
prosper	or	whether	or	not	he	ought	to	be	healed.

He	is	no	longer	on	the	defense—he	is	on	the	attack.	He	no	longer	hesitates—he
is	constant	and	stable.

Jesus	said	He	would	build	His	Church	on	the	rock	and	the	gates	of	hell	would
not	prevail	 against	 it,	or	 in	other	words,	 the	powers	of	hell	would	not	 succeed
against	it.	That	rock	is	the	Word	of	God.	Jesus	likened	the	man	who	acts	on	the
Word	to	a	man	who	built	his	house	on	the	rock.	When	the	storm	beat	vehemently
against	the	house,	it	stood	strong.	You	see,	in	this	parable	the	storm	beat	against
both	houses—the	one	on	the	rock	and	the	one	on	the	sand.	The	same	storm	hit
both	 houses.	 It	 wasn't	 the	 storm	 that	 made	 the	 house	 strong.	 The	 house	 was
strong	before	 the	 storm	hit.	 It	was	built	 on	 a	 firm	 foundation.	This	 is	 how	 the
Body	of	Christ	is	to	be—built	on	the	firm	foundation	of	the	Word	of	God.

Become	single-minded.	Make	the	decision—choose	life	and	blessing.	Decide	to
win—decide	to	overcome.

Until	this	decision	is	made,	you	will	be	double-minded.

But	the	moment	you	make	your	decision	to	be	a	winner,	you	will	be	out	on	top!
There	will	be	times	when	you'll	have	to	stand	and	be	patient	and	consistent,	but
when	a	man	is	consistent	on	the	Word	of	God,	he	will	know	the	Truth	and	the
Truth	will	make	him	free.
	

2

Maintain	a	Winning	Attitude



While	preaching	 the	gospel	across	 this	country,	 I	have	realized	one	main	 thing
God	is	saying	to	His	people:	He	is	a	winner—He	is	not	a	failure.	Consequently,
His	people	are	winners	and	not	failures.	We	are	to	have	a	victorious	attitude	in
Christ!

In	the	Book	of	Ephesians,	the	apostle	Paul	told	the	Church	to	have	the	spirit	of
their	 minds	 renewed.	 In	 other	 words,	 they	 should	 have	 their	 whole	 attitude
renewed.

We	 need	 to	 renew	 our	minds	 to	 the	Word	 of	 God—to	 the	 fact	 that	 Jesus	 has
overcome	the	world.

We've	all	heard	it	said,	"It's	not	whether	you	win	or	lose,	it's	how	you	play	the
game."	 That	 is	 nonsense!	 If	 you	 play	 the	 game	 right,	 you'll	 win!	 There	 is	 no
substitute	for	being	a	winner.	Man	was	created	as	a	dominating	lord.

He	was	given	dominion	over	the	earth	and	everything	that	crept,	flew,	crawled,
and	breathed	in	the	earth.	Man	is	a	winner—he	does	not	know	how	to	graciously
accept	 defeat.	When	 he	 accepts	 defeat	 and	 failure	 as	 his	 lot	 in	 life,	 he	 lowers
himself,	not	only	below	other	principalities	and	powers,	but	he	 lowers	himself
below	the	devil	and	even	below	the	animal	kingdom.

I'm	reminded	here	of	something	George	Patton	said	as	a	general	in	the	Army	of
the	United	States.	He	was	a	great	commander	with	a	God-given	insight	into	war.
(You	might	ask:	"Does	God	give	men	insight	into	war?"	Yes.

Look	at	David—God	showed	him	how	 to	 fight.	There	are	 some	men	called	of
God	to	handle	the	garbage	jobs—the	blood-and-guts	jobs—that	have	to	be	done.
Many	 times	 these	 jobs	 have	 been	 glorified	 by	men,	 but	 they	 are	 not	 glorious
jobs!)	George	Patton	was	one	of	these	garbage	men.	He	knew	how	to	win	a	war
and	said	it	this	way:

"Some	of	you	men	have	come	with	your	minds	made	up	to	die	for	your	country.
That's	not	the	way	to	win	a	war!

The	way	to	win	a	war	is	to	make	your	enemies	die	for	theirs!"	He	had	his	mind
made	up	 to	win—and	dying	wasn't	 the	way	 to	do	 it.	That	man	had	 a	winning
attitude.

As	believers	we	need	to	develop	that	kind	of	winning	attitude.	First	John	5:1-5,



Whosoever	believeth	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ	is	born	of	God:	and	every	one	that
loveth	him	that	begat	 loveth	him	also	 that	 is	begotten	of	him.	By	 this	we	know
that	 we	 love	 the	 children	 of	 God,	 when	 we	 love	 God,	 and	 keep	 his
commandments.	For	 this	 is	 the	 love	 of	God,	 that	we	 keep	his	 commandments:
and	 his	 commandments	 are	 not	 grievous.	 For	 whatsoever	 is	 born	 of	 God
overcometh	 the	world:	and	 this	 is	 the	 victory	 that	overcometh	 the	world,	 even
our	faith.	Who	is	he	that	overcometh	the	world,	but	he	that	believeth	that	Jesus	is
the	 Son	 of	God?	 Now	God	 is	 being	 unusually	 explanatory	 here.	 He	 normally
does	not	explain	things	written	in	the	Word	of	God	this	deeply	for	a	very	good
reason:	He	intends	for	us	to	take	what	He	says	by	faith,	go	to	Him,	and	allow	the
Holy	Spirit	to	reveal	it	to	our	hearts.	This	way	He	doesn't	tip	the	devil	to	what	it
means.	God	wrote	the	Bible	as	a	code	book.	The	Book	of	Proverbs	says	that	God
has	hidden	godly	wisdom	for	His	people.	This	is	the	way	He	wants	it.	But	here
in	 this	 portion	 of	 Scripture,	 God	 goes	 an	 unusual	 step	 further	 and	 asks	 the
question,	"Who	is	he	that	overcometh	the	world?"	In	other	words,	God	is	saying,
"This	is	the	way	I	see	this—whatsoever	is	born	of	Me	overcomes	the	world;	and
who	is	he	that	overcomes	the	world,	but	he	who	believes	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ,
the	Son	of	the	Living	God?"

Now	this	can	be	read	another	way:	"Nobody	but	those	who	believe	that	Jesus	is
the	Christ	will	ever	overcome	the	world."	This	world	will	not	be	overcome	by	a
government,	by	a	political	system,	or	by	a	monetary	system.	Money	will	never
overcome	the	world!	When	 the	Bible	 talks	about	"the	world,"	 it	 is	speaking	of
the	dominion	of	darkness,	the	god	of	this	world,	the	evil	spirit

—Satan—that	operates	in	the	world.	No	man	or	system	will	ever—in	any	way,
form,	or	fashion—overcome	the	world	without	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord.	You'll	never
be	able	to	do	it	unless	you're	born	of	Him.	But	on	the	other	hand,	if	you	are	born
of	 Him,	 you	 have	 an	 absolute,	 perfect,	 God-given,	 blood-bought	 right	 to
overcome	 every	 aspect	 of	 the	 world—everything	 it	 could	 possibly	 send	 your
way!

Let's	consider	 this	question	again.	This	 is	what	we	must	grasp.	Who	 is	he	 that
overcomes	the	world?	He	who	believes	that	Jesus	is	the	Christ.	Do	you	believe
that	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Christ,	 the	 Son	 of	 the	 Living	 God?	 If	 so,	 then	 you	 have
committed	yourself	 to	overcoming	 the	world.	 If	you	believe	 the	Word	of	God,
then	your	attitude	should	be,

"Well,	praise	God,	I'm	an	overcomer!"	This	should	be	your	attitude	regardless	of



what	comes	against	you.

Jesus	 said	 in	 John	16:33,	These	 things	 I	 have	 spoken	 unto	you,	 that	 in	me	 ye
might	have	peace.	In	the	world	ye	shall	have	tribulation:	but	be	of	good	cheer;	I
have	overcome	the	world.

In	other	words,	Jesus	is	saying,	"The	world	will	come	at	you	with	everything	it
has	 to	 offer,	 but	 don't	 worry	 about	 it—I've	 already	 beat	 it—I've	 already
overcome	the	world."

Jesus	 was	 not	 referring	 to	 just	 99	 percent	 of	 the	 world.	 He	 said,	 "I	 have
overcome	the	world."	One	hundred	percent	of	 it!	 It	makes	no	difference	what
the	world	throws	at	you,	you	can	turn	to	Jesus	because	He	has	already	overcome
it.

Now	notice	He	said,	.	.that	in	me	ye	might	have	peace.

Jesus	 was	 teaching	 here	 about	 being	 one	 with	 Him	 and	 being	 one	 with	 the
Father.	He	was	telling	His	disciples	that	soon	the	Holy	Spirit	would	come	and	do
things	they	could	not	 then	understand.	They	couldn't	grasp	what	it	meant	to	be
"in	Him."	Without	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 today,	 none	 of	 us	 could	 understand	 this.	 It
takes	the	Holy	Spirit	to	reveal	these	things—particularly	the	reality	of	being	born
again.	 Jesus	 told	Nicodemus	 about	 it,	 but	 he	 could	only	 think	of	 a	man	going
back	into	his	mother's	womb.	Jesus	told	him,	"I'm	speaking	of	heavenly	things,
and	 you	 don't	 even	 understand	 earthly	 things."	 These	men	 had	 no	 concept	 of
what	Jesus	was	about	to	do	at	Calvary.	They	had	no	idea	that	through	His	death
and	resurrection,	He	was	to	become	the	firstborn	from	the	dead	and	issue	forth	a
new	race	of	men	who	are	in	God,	born	again,	and	filled	with	the	mighty	Spirit	of
God	Himself.	They	could	not	conceive	this	when	He	was	on	the	Cross	nor	even
after	He	was	raised	from	the	dead.	Only	after	the	Holy	Spirit	came	on	the	day	of
Pentecost	could	they	see	what	Jesus	had	been	saying.	Then	Peter	stood	up	and
boldly	preached	the	Word	of	God	by	revelation	of	the	Holy	Ghost.	Can	you	see
the	change	in	his	life?

So	Jesus	teaches	His	men	and	then	He	prays	for	them.

John	17:1,	These	words	spake	Jesus,	and	lifted	up	his	eyes	to	heaven,	and	said,
Father..	.	Let's	look	at	some	of	the	things	He	prayed.	Verse	13,	And	now	come	I
to	 thee;	 and	 these	 things	 I	 speak	 in	 the	 world,	 that	 they	 might	 have	 my	 joy
fulfilled	in	themselves.



Verse	15,	I	pray	not	that	thou	shouldest	take	them	out	of	the	world,	but	that	thou
shouldest	keep	them	from	the	evil.	You	see,	we	are	to	live	above	 the	evil	 in	the
world.	This	ties	in	with	what	He	said	earlier—that	we	would	have	tribulation	in
the	world,	but	to	be	of	good	cheer	because	He	has	overcome	the	world.	Then	He
prays	the	prayer	which	is	the	basis	for	the	way	God	causes	us	to	live	above	the
evil	in	the	world—above	the	trials	and	tests	and	tribulations.	Verse	17,	Sanctify
them	through	thy	truth:	thy	word	is	truth.

Verse	20,	Neither	pray	I	for	these	alone,	but	for	them	also	which	shall	believe	on
me	through	their	word.	He	was	praying	here	for	you	and	for	me.	He	said,	"I'm
not	praying	just	for	these	before	Me	but	also	for	everybody	that	believes	on	Me
through	their	word."	All	of	us	received	Jesus	as	Lord	by	the	word	of	one	or	more
of	these	disciples—either	directly	or	indirectly.	Jesus	was	praying	that	prayer	for
you.	What	did	He	pray?	"Separate	them	with	Your	Word."

The	Word	of	God	will	 separate	you	 from	 the	world.	The	Word	 is	your	 sword.
Fight	with	 it.	 It	will	 fight	 its	own	fight.	Notice	verse	18,	As	 thou	hast	sent	me
into	the	world,	even	so	have	I	also	sent	them	into	the	world.

Verses	 20,21,	 Neither	 pray	 I	 for	 these	 alone,	 but	 for	 them	 also	 which	 shall
believe	on	me	through	their	word;	That	they	all	may	be	one;	as	thou,	Father,	art
in	me,	and	I	in	thee,	that	they	also	may	be	one	in	us:	that	the	world	may	believe
that	thou	hast	sent	me.	Notice	that	Jesus	said,	"We're	all	going	to	be	one."

The	apostle	Paul	said	in	1	Corinthians	6:17,	But	he	that	is	joined	unto	the	Lord	is
one	spirit.	Another	 translation	 says,	But	he	 that	 is	 joined	unto	 the	Lord	 is	 one
spirit	with	Him.	The	Bible	also	says	we	are	bone	of	His	bone,	and	we	just	read
that	anyone	who	believes	Jesus	is	the	Christ	is	born	of	God.

We	are	to	be	conformed	to	the	very	attitude	of	God.

We	are	 to	 take	His	 innermost	feelings,	place	 them	in	our	hearts,	and	cause	our
wills	and	attitudes	to	conform	to	His.	But	the	only	way	we	will	get	 them	is	by
acting	on	the	Word.	This	is	a	much	higher	calling	and	a	greater	form	of	life	than
just	 submitting	 ourselves	 to	 God.	 We	 are	 to	 have	 our	 attitudes	 changed	 to
completely	and	absolutely	conform	to	the	Son	of	the	Living	God.

The	Word	says	we	are	predestined	to	be	conformed	to	His	very	image.	It	says	we
are	one	with	Him—one	spirit	with	Him.	It	says	we	have	the	mind	of	Christ,	and
we	are	bone	of	His	bone.	Thank	God,	we're	connected	to	Jesus—



spirit,	 soul,	 and	 body—through	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 and	 by	 His	 Word.	 We	 are
completely	and	 totally	ONE	with	Him,	 so	 let's	put	ourselves	 in	God's	position
for	a	moment.

Is	there	any	part	of	your	life	God	can't	handle?

Certainly	not!

Have	you	ever	caught	God	asleep?	No,	the	Bible	says	He	never	slumbers.

Have	you	ever	gone	to	Jesus	with	a	problem	He	didn't	know	how	to	solve?	No.

Have	you	ever	heard	Jesus	say,	"Well,	I	thought	I	had	overcome	the	world,	but
evidently,	I	haven't."	No,	you	have	not!

Well,	we're	one	with	Him.	If	that's	His	attitude,	then	praise	God,	it	should	be	our
attitude.	We	are	overcomers	with	Him!

If	I	said,	"All	things	are	possible	with	God,"	everyone	would	smile	and	quickly
agree,	 but	 the	 same	 Bible,	 the	 same	 Jesus,	 the	 same	Word	 of	 God	 says,	 "All
things	are	possible	to	him	that	believes."	If	you	believe	the	first	statement,	then
you	have	to	believe	the	second.

You	and	I	need	to	change	our	perspective	in	all	of	this.	We	are	one	with	Him,	so
we	need	to	set	our	attitude	to	match	His	attitude.	If	we	are	one	with	Him	in	the
spirit,	one	with	Him	in	mind,	and	one	with	Him	in	body,	then	we	ought	to	be	one
with	Him	in	attitude	as	well!

What	is	Jesus'	attitude?	A	good	example	is	the	Lord's	Prayer.	Jesus	did	not	pray
this	for	Himself	or	anyone	else.

It	 was	 simply	 an	 example	 of	 His	 attitude	 of	 prayer.	 He	makes	 some	 outright
confessions	of	faith.

Our	Father	which	art	in	heaven,	Hallowed	be	thy	name.

Thy	kingdom	come.	Thy	will	be	done	in	earth,	as	it	is	in	heaven.

This	is	a	statement	of	faith.	It	shows	His	winning	attitude.



He	was	standing	there	in	the	face	of	people	that	wanted	to	hang	Him!	He	didn't
say,	"Father,	if	it	be	Your	will.	.	"

He	didn't	just	say,	"Thy	will	be	done."	He	said,	"Your	will	be	done	in	earth	as	it
is	 in	heaven!	 Is	 there	sickness	and	poverty	and	suffering	 in	heaven?	No!	Then
there	shouldn't	be	any	of	that	here	on	earth.	Can	you	see	His	attitude	in	this?	God
doesn't	have	sickness	in	heaven,	so	He	doesn't	want	any	here	on	the	earth!

Our	 attitude	 needs	 to	 be	 the	 same	 as	His.	 Jesus	 is	 the	 Eternal	Winner—He	 is
always	 a	 winner!	 God	 can	 tell	 you	 what	 will	 happen	 6,000	 years	 from	 now.
Why?	Because	 the	 events	 taking	 place	 in	 the	 next	 6,000	 years	 or	 the	 next	 six
million	 years	will	 not	 happen	 by	 chance.	They	 are	 established.	Where?	 In	 the
mind	of	God.	He	has	faith	operating	in	His	own	ability.	He	is	a	faith	being.	He
can	tell	you	what	will	happen	in	the	future	because	He	intends	for	it	to	come	out
that	 way!	 He	 can	 give	 you	 His	 wisdom	 because	 it's	 going	 to	 be	 the	 way	 He
decides.	How	does	He	do	it?	With	His	faith.	He	doesn't	expect	to	fail.	He	doesn't
prepare	to	fail.	Satan	will	get	in	and	try	to	destroy	things,	but	God	doesn't	worry
—He	knows	 it	will	 come	out	 all	 right.	That's	 how	we	 are	 to	 be.	Roll	 all	 your
cares	over	on	Him.	Don't	be	moved	by	what	you	feel	or	by	what	you	see.	You're
a	faith	man,	so	you	know	how	things	are	going	to	come	out.	You're	going	to	win!
Praise	God!

The	Church—the	Body	of	Christ—has	lived	far	below	her	privileges.	We	have
lived	as	far	below	our	spiritual	privileges	as	Israel	has	lived	below	her	political
privileges.

Israel	should	be	 the	head	and	not	 the	 tail.	She	should	not	have	to	borrow	from
any	nation	on	earth,	and	every	nation	on	earth	should	be	 in	debt	 to	her.	That's
what	God	 said.	Well,	 that's	how	 far	below	our	 spiritual	privileges	 the	Body	of
Christ	has	lived.

Down	through	the	years,	God	exercised	His	faith	for	us.	He	was	willing	to	work
over	2,000	years	to	get	His	plan	functioning	properly.	The	whole	time	the	world
lay	in	darkness,	God	was	still	believing—still	exercising	faith

—not	in	Himself	alone	but	in	you	and	in	me.	Ephesians	4:14,	That	we	henceforth
be	 no	more	 children,	 tossed	 to	 and	 fro,	and	 carried	 about	 with	 every	wind	 of
doctrine,	by	the	sleight	of	men,	and	cunning	craftiness,	whereby	they	lie	in	wait
to	deceive;	But	speaking	 the	 truth	 in	 love,	may	grow	up	 into	him	 in	all	 things,



which	is	the	head,	even	Christ:	From	whom	the	whole	body	fitly	joined	together
and	 compacted	 by	 that	which	 every	 joint	 supplieth.	 He	 did	 not	 say	He	would
hold	 the	Body	of	Christ	 together.	He	said	He	would	 join	 it	 together,	but	 that	 it
would	 be	 held	 together,	 or	 compacted,	 by	 that	which	 every	 joint	 supplied.	He
had	 to	 believe	 that	 you	 and	 I	 would	 supply	 what	 it	 took	 to	 hold	 the	 Body
together.	We	failed	and	we	failed	and	we	failed	again,	but	God	kept	on	joining
and	 believing.	 He	 never	 would	 utter	 words	 of	 failure.	 Theology	 cried,	 "The
Church	is	failing!"

God	said,	"My	house	will	be	full,	and	the	gates	of	hell	will	not	prevail	against
it!"	Religion	was	failing—God	wasn't!

Can	you	see	His	attitude?

.	 .compacted	 by	 that	 which	 every	 joint	 supplieth,	 according	 to	 the	 effectual
working	in	the	measure	of	every	part.	In	other	words,	it	works	according	to	the
effect	brought	about	by	 the	direct	amount,	or	 the	measure,	 that	each	and	every
joint	 supplies.	The	 amount	which	you	 supply—the	power	 you	 supply—affects
the	entire	plan	of	God.	Whatever	you	supply—none,	some,	much,	or	all	you're
called	to	do—

affects	 the	 entire	 Body	 of	 Christ.	 .	 .according	 to	 the	 effectual	working	 in	 the
measure	of	every	part,	maketh	increase	of	the	body	unto	the	edifying	of	itself	in
love.	Here	again,	God	will	not	build	up	the	Body—it	must	build	up	itself.	Some
people	are	waiting	for	Jesus	to	return	so	that	the	Body	will	rise	without	spot	or
wrinkle	at	the	Resurrection.	But	the	Body	of	Christ	is	rising	now,	and	the	Bible
says	He	will	present	Himself	a	body	that	is	without	spot	or	wrinkle.

This	will	happen	as	she	edifies	herself	in	love,	grows	up	into	Him,	and	is	washed
of	water	by	the	Word.

Can	you	see	how	God's	faith	was	operating	through	the	years?	The	Word	of	God
had	been	written	long	before	the	Dark	Ages,	yet	because	it	was	inaccessible	to
the	 people,	 most	 could	 not	 get	 born	 again.	 It	 had	 been	 shoved	 deep	 into
monasteries,	 and	 they	 couldn't	 reach	 it.	 But	 God	 kept	 believing.	 There	 was
enough	 faith	 in	God's	winning	 attitude	 to	 reach	 a	 little	 Catholic	 priest	 named
Martin	 Luther.	 That	 little	 priest	 began	 to	 scratch	 in	 the	Word	 and	 he	 found	 a
sentence,	 The	 just	 shall	 live	 by	 faith.	 He	 found	 God	 through	 that	 one	 little
sentence	and	generated	enough	power	to	begin	a	revival	that	is	still	going!	God



had	 a	 winning	 attitude,	 and	 He	 refused	 to	 let	 go!	 Today	 the	 gospel	 is	 being
preached	in	every	nation	on	the	face	of	the	earth!

You're	one	with	Him	in	 the	spirit,	you	have	 the	mind	of	Christ,	you're	bone	of
His	bone,	so	you	might	as	well	be	attitude	of	His	attitude!	His	attitude	is	Thy	will
be	done	in	earth,	as	it	is	in	heaven.	See	yourself	as	God	sees	you.

One	time	the	Lord	showed	me	a	vision	of	a	man	holding	a	big	banana.	The	man
began	to	peel	 the	banana,	and	as	he	did,	I	saw	that	 there	was	no	banana	inside
but	standing	 in	 the	bottom	was	a	 little	man.	That	 little	man	was	me!	The	Lord
said,	 "Son,	 that's	 your	 attitude	 toward	 yourself."	 It	was	 true.	 I	 presented	 a	 big
front	to	the	world	but	actually	felt	very	small	on	the	inside.	The	Lord	told	me	I
needed	to	change	my	whole	attitude.

He	began	to	show	me	from	His	Word	what	it	meant	to	be	in	Christ	and	to	have
Him	 in	me.	 I	 began	 to	 see	 that	 a	 born-again	 believer	 is	 a	 limitless	 creature	 of
God—an	unlimited	powerhouse	of	the	very	life	of	God	Himself!

You,	 too,	 need	 to	 change	 your	 attitude	 by	 renewing	 your	 mind	 to	 the	Word.
Allow	God	to	reveal	Himself	to	you	and	to	give	you	this	winning	attitude—this
world-overcoming	attitude—in	Jesus	Christ.

Now	that	you	see	that	God	is	not	your	problem	and	that	you	have	the	very	power
of	God	at	your	disposal	to	make	you	an	overcomer,	you	are	in	the	position	to	be
more	 trouble	 than	 your	 troublemaker—Satan—can	 handle!	 Now,	 you	 can	 put
Satan	under	your	feet	where	he	belongs.
	

Prayer	for	Salvation	and	Baptism	in	the	Holy	Spirit

Heavenly	Father,	I	come	to	You	in	the	Name	of	Jesus.

Your	Word	says,".	.whosoever	shall	call	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	shall	be	saved"
(Acts	2:21).	I	am	calling	on	You.	I	pray	and	ask	Jesus	to	come	into	my	heart	and
be	Lord	over	my	life	according	to	Romans	10:9-10.	"If	thou	shalt	confess	with
thy	mouth	 the	Lord	 Jesus,	 and	 shalt	 believe	 in	 thine	heart	 that	God	has	 raised
him	from	 the	dead,	 thou	shalt	be	 saved."	 I	do	 that	now.	 I	confess	 that	 Jesus	 is
Lord,	and	I	believe	in	my	heart	that	God	raised	Him	from	the	dead.

I	am	now	reborn!	I	am	a	Christian—a	child	of	Almighty	God!	I	am	saved!	You



also	said	in	Your	Word,

"If	ye	then,	being	evil,	know	how	to	give	good	gifts	unto	your	children:	HOW
MUCH	MORE	shall	your	heavenly	Father	give	the	Holy	Spirit	to	them	that	ask
him?"	(Luke	ll:13).	I'm	also	asking	You	to	fill	me	with	the	Holy	Spirit.

Holy	Spirit,	rise	up	within	me	as	I	praise	God.	I	fully	expect	to	speak	with	other
tongues	as	You	give	me	the	utterance	(Acts	2:4).

(Begin	to	praise	God	for	filling	you	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	Speak	those	words	and
syllables	you	receive—not	in	English.	You	have	to	use	your	own	voice.	God	will
not	force	you	to	speak.)

Now	you	are	a	Spirit-filled	believer.	Continue	with	the	blessing	God	has	given
you	and	pray	in	tongues	each	day.	You'll	never	be	the	same!
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