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How Faith Comes — Part 1

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. - Romans
10:17

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. - Hebrews
11:6

Notice particularly the first part of Hebrews 11:6: "But without faith it is
impossible to

please him...." If God demands that I have faith when it is impossible for me to
have

faith, then I have a right to challenge His justice. But if He places within my
hands the

means whereby faith can be produced, then the responsibility rests with me
whether or

not I have faith.



Faith Comes by Hearing the Word

God has told us that without faith it is impossible to please Him, but He has also
told us

how to get faith. If we don't have faith, God is not to blame. To blame God for
our lack of

faith is nothing in the world but ignorance. If we lack faith, we are to blame.
This is also true concerning faith for salvation. Faith for salvation also comes by

hearing, and hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). Paul said in Ephesians
2:8: "For

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God." We

know that faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, but how are
we to

get faith to get saved? Romans chapter 10 tells us.
ROMANS 10:8-10,13,14

8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy
heart:

that is, THE WORD OF FAITH, WHICH WE PREACH;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe
in

thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 10
For

with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession

is made unto salvation ...



13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
HOW

SHALL THEY BELIEVE IN HIM OF WHOM THEY HAVE NOT
HEARD? and how

shall they hear without a preacher?

Men are saved by hearing God's Word, because the Scripture says, ". . . faith
cometh

by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). You cannot believe
and

have faith without hearing the Word. In Acts 10 and 11 we read about Cornelius,
who,

although devout, had not yet been saved. He had not heard the gospel yet, so
how

could he have been saved? No, Cornelius was not saved until he heard Peter
preach.

An angel of the Lord appeared to Cornelius (Acts 10:3).

The angel who spoke to Cornelius couldn't preach the gospel to Cornelius
because

angels can't preach the gospel; God sent men to preach. Remember Jesus said, ".

Go YE into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15).
But the

angel could tell Cornelius where to go to get someone who could preach the
gospel to

him (Acts 11:13).



The angel instructed Cornelius to call for Peter: "And now send men to Joppa,
and cal

for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner,
whose

house is by the sea side: he shal tell thee what thou oughtest to do" (Acts 10:5,6).
Acts

11:14 reports that the angel said that Peter would preach the gospel to Cornelius:
"Who

shall tell thee WORDS, whereby thou and al thy house shal be saved." This
verse also

shows us that men are saved by hearing words - God's Word: "So then faith
cometh by

hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Rom. 10:17). You can't believe
without

hearing. So many are trying to believe without hearing.
How does faith for healing come? The same way - by hearing the Word of God

concerning healing. In Acts 14 we are told the story of the impotent man who
received

his healing because of what he heard.
ACTS 14:7-10
7 And there they [Paul and Barnabas] PREACHED the GOSPEL.

8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple
from

his mother's womb, who never had walked:

9 The same HEARD Paul SPEAK: who stedfastly beholding him, and
perceiving



that he had faith to be healed,

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and
walked.

The casual reader of the Word of God might say, "Isn't it wonderful how Paul
healed

that man?" You've heard that said, and so have I. But Paul did not heal the man.
The

man was not healed because Paul was an apostle. The man was not healed by

Paul's faith. The man himself had the faith to be healed. But notice what had to
take

place before this man was healed: "And there they [Paul and Barnabas]
PREACHED

the GOSPEL" (Acts 14:7).

So Paul did three things:

1. He preached the gospel to the man.

2. He perceived that the man had faith to be healed.
3. He told the man to rise up and walk.

The man also did three things:

1. He heard Paul preach the gospel.

2. He had faith to be healed.

3. He leaped up and walked.

The man was not healed by some special power that Paul had. The man himself
had

faith to be healed. Where and how did he get faith to be healed? He got it from



what he

heard! Remember Acts 14:9 says, "The same [man] heard Paul SPEAK. . .."
What did

Paul speak? Verse 7 says, "And there they PREACHED the GOSPEL." If Paul

preached what we call the gospel of salvation, how did the man get faith to be
healed?

The man got faith to be healed because Paul preached what the Bible cal s the
gospel,

which also includes healing.
How I Got Faith To Be Healed

More than fifty five years ago on the bed of sickness as a young denominational
boy

reading Grandma's Bible, the more I read the Word, the more I learned. I realized
that I

had never heard the ful gospel, just part of it. The fullness of the gospel hadn't
been

taught in my church. But the more I read the Bible, the more I realized that I
didn't have

to die. The more I read God's Word, the more I realized that I could be healed.

Of course, the devil was right there trying to tell me that healing had been done
away

with. I had been taught that God would heal if He wanted to. But saying that
God could

heal, but that He might not want to is an even bigger insult than saying He
couldn't heal.

Both of them are lies. I read the Word concerning healing. But the devil was



right there

to try to oppose me. The devil brought to my remembrance all the doubt and
unbelief I'd

ever heard. He brought to my remembrance all that I'd been taught on the subject
of

healing. Something that helped me immeasurably was that even though people
had told

me that healing had been done away with, I couldn't ever remember hearing that
faith

had been done away with. I'd never heard that.
As I studied the Word of God, I saw that faith had not been done away with. For

example, the text in Acts chapter 14 says that the man at Lystra had faith to be
healed.

And in Mark 5:34, concerning the woman with the issue of blood, Jesus said, "...

Daughter, THY FAITH hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy
plague.”

Therefore, the Bible clearly shows that faith has not been done away with. The
man at

Lystra had faith to be healed, and concerning the woman with the issue of blood,
it was

her faith that made her whole. Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word
of God.

Notice in Mark 5:34 that Jesus didn't say that His power or His faith had made
the

woman whole. Jesus said to the woman, "... THY FAITH hath made thee whole.

"



(Mark 5:34).

When I saw this, I knew that if her faith made her whole, then my faith could
make me

whole too! And, thank God, it did. My faith tapped into the power of God and I
was

made whole! My paralysis disappeared and my heart condition was healed.
Since then

I've been going at a hop, skip, and a jump, and I have been preaching the truth of
the

gospel, including healing, ever since.

Let's look more closely at the man at Lystra who had faith to be healed. How did
he get

that faith? From what he heard. What did he hear? He heard the Word of God. Is
there

something about hearing the gospel that would cause a life-long cripple to be
healed?

Decidedly, yes. Emphatically, yes! Healing Is a Part of the Gospel Paul preached
the

gospel of salvation which includes healing. The Bible simply calls it the gospel.
How do

we know he did? Look at Romans 1:16.
ROMANS 1:16

16 For I am not ashamed of THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST: for it is the power
of God

unto SALVATION to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the



Greek.

The footnote in the Scofield Bible says, "The Hebrew and Greek words for
salvation

imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and soundness." I
am not

ashamed of the gospel of Christ! It is the power of God unto deliverance, safety,

preservation, healing, and soundness. Paul preached the full gospel, not just part
of it.

We also know that healing was a part of the gospel that was preached because
other

scriptures indicate it as well.
ACTS 8:5-8

5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and PREACHED CHRIST
[the

gospel] unto them.

6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip
spake, hearing and seeing THE MIRACLES which he did.

7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were

possessed with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame,
were

HEALED. 8 And there was great joy in that city.

Notice in verse 7 the miracles that followed the preaching of the Word - the
gospel.

Those healing miracles and deliverances all came about as the result of
preaching



Christ. The New Testament knows no Christ without Christ the Healer.

Physical healing - divine healing - is a part of the gospel. If there is no gospel of
healing

today, then none of us has a gospel of salvation to preach either because healing
is

included in the atonement (Isa. 53:4,5).

P. C. Nelson was a great Baptist minister. He said, "Healing is part and parcel of
the

gospel." During the time Rev. Nelson was pastoring a church in Detroit,
Michigan, in

1921, he was run over by an automobile. The doctors said that one of his legs
would

have to be taken off at the knee. They said that if by some miracle it didn't have
to be

amputated, at the very least it would be stiff for the rest of his life.

But P. C. Nelson related that as he lay there in the hospital, the Lord began to
talk with

him. The Lord brought to his mind James 5:14 and 15.
JAMES 5:14,15

14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let
them

pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and

if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.



Rev. Nelson said that he tried to excuse himself by telling the Lord they didn't
practice

that in his church. He said that the Lord reminded him of a man and his wife
Rev.

Nelson knew who believed in the anointing with oil according to this scripture.
The Lord

told Rev. Nelson that he should call them and have them pray for him. So Rev.
Nelson

contacted them, and they came to pray for him. They anointed him with oil and
prayed,

and he was healed. His leg didn't have to be taken off, and his knee wasn't stiff.
God's

Word is good. The Bible says, .. faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of

God" (Rom. 10:17).
Down in Texas several years ago, a fine denominational minister had a very

outstanding ministry. Many of the denominational churches would sponsor him
in

citywide meetings. In his evangelistic endeavors he became sick. And by his
own

testimony, within a couple of years, al of his own money was gone. He had had

$10,000 in the bank, and that was a lot of money back then. But in two years'
time his

money was gone. He had to sell his automobile, his home, and most of his books
in

order to pay his doctor bills. He had been everywhere, including the Mayo Clinic



to try to
receive help, but was none the better; rather, he grew worse.

Finally he was hospitalized in California. The doctor said that he was going to
die. The

minister contacted his brother who lived in California to borrow some money so
he could

go home to Texas where he could die. Their eighty two year old mother lived in
Texas

and he wanted to see his mother before he died. So his brother sent him the
money and

he went home. The minister went to live with his mother at the old home place
in Texas

where he grew up. His mother was so glad to see him. He told his mother that he
had

come home to die. His dear old mother had a nineteen year old boy who lived
there with

her who did the chores around the place.

This nineteen year old boy became the sick minister's nurse; the boy had to turn
the

sick man on his bed and dress him. One day the boy said to him, "Why don't you
let the

Lord heal you? The Bible says that if there is any sick among you, let them call
for the

elders of the church, and let them pray for you" (James 5:14,15). Here was a
minister

who supposedly knew the Bible and yet didn't even know that these scriptures



were in

the Bible. He had gone to school and studied everything but the Bible! The
minister told

the boy to get his Bible and find that passage of Scripture, but the boy had never
learned how to read.

The man asked him how he knew that passage of Scripture was in the Bible. The
boy

said that his preacher had told him it was in the Bible. So the denominational
minister

looked up the scriptures and read them. The boy told the minister that his
preacher was

having a healing meeting under a brush arbor and invited the minister to come.

Arrangements were made for the minister to come to the meeting; someone
brought an

old Model T Ford and made a bed in the back of it for the minister. They drove
up as

close to the brush arbor as they could, and after the service the preacher came
out and

anointed the sick minister with oil and prayed over him.

It was about midnight before the minister and the boy returned home. When the
minister

got home, he asked his mother to let the boy fire up the wood stove so she could
fry him

some ham and eggs. He had been eating baby food and soft foods because he
couldn't

eat any solid food. In fact, he hadn't had anything to eat except baby food in two



years.

The man told his mother that he was healed. He told her the preacher had
anointed him

and prayed for him. The mother said later that as her son related this, she thought
he

had lost his mind. He also wanted his mother to make some old fashioned
country

biscuits for him to eat too. She thought that since he was going to die anyway, he
might

as well die happy, so she did what he wanted and made the biscuits and fried
ham and

eggs. He ate that meal and didn't suffer any ill effects whatsoever; he was
completely

healed!

This minister then began to write about his healing and send articles in for
publication in

various magazines. Cal s began to come in for him to hold revival meetings. He

arranged a citywide meeting for Kansas City. The boy told him that before he
went to

that meeting, he needed to get filled with the Holy Ghost. The minister said that
by that

time he was ready to believe anything that nineteen yea old boy told him, so he
asked

the boy what he should do. The boy explained to him how to receive the baptism
of the

Holy Spirit and invited him to another brush arbor meeting. When the invitation



was

given, the minister went to the altar, and he received the Holy Ghost and spoke
with

other tongues.

That minister has long since gone on to glory, but his writings have been a
blessing to

many of us, including the denomination he was a member of. How did that man
get faith

for healing? He got it by hearing the Word of God. Mark 5:25 tells us that there
was a

certain woman who had an issue of blood for twelve years. The Word tells us
that she

had spent all of her living and had gone to many physicians, but was no better.
But then

she heard about Jesus.
MARK 5:27,28,34

27 WHEN SHE HAD HEARD OF JESUS, came in the press behind, and
touched

his garment.

28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole....
34 And he [Jesus] said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath

made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.

Where did this woman get faith to receive healing? She got faith when she ". ..
had

heard of Jesus. .." (Mark 5:27).



I was preaching in Dallas in 1953 for several weeks in a Ful Gospel church.
Then I

stayed on an additional three months while the pastor took a leave of absence.
Besides

preaching at different times during the week, I had a daily radio program, and I
also

conducted some special missionary services on the weekend. One Friday night
after the

services had been dismissed, one of the ushers came and told me that a man and
a

woman from Forth Worth had come to see me. The woman was sick and wanted
to be

healed. I met with them, and the man related that he had been going to work one

morning and had heard my radio program. He said that I had taught on the radio
that

healing was for everyone. He told his wife about that statement I had made, and
they

began to tune in to the radio program every day.

The man told me that his wife had had two serious major operations, and she
was

facing the third one. They had been praying that if it was the will of God for her
to be

healed, God would give them faith to believe that she would be healed.

They had come to me so I could pray for her. I told them that it was unscriptural
to pray

to God for healing using the words, "If it be Thy will." When you put an "if' in



your prayer in praying for anything God has promised you in His Word, you are
praying in doubt.

Some people think they are being humble when they pray that way, but they are
really

being ignorant. In other words, when you pray in faith, you don't use an "if." You
will get no answer to the prayer of faith if you put "ifs" in your prayers.

But when you are praying a prayer of consecration, committing your life to the
plan of

God, then you can use the phrase, "If it be Thy will," because you don't know for
sure

what the Lord's will is. When you are praying the prayer of consecration, you are
not

praying to change something. But the prayer of faith is the prayer to change
things. "If'

is the badge of doubt, and the word "if' shouldn't be used in your prayers if you
are

trying to change a situation.

I had given some scriptures on the radio concerning faith, but they hadn't
registered on

this man whose wife was sick because he stil wasn't sure it was God's will to
heal his

wife. I asked him, "If the New Testament said that Jesus took your wife's
infirmities and

bare her sicknesses, then wouldn't it be God's will for her to have her healing?"
He agreed that it would. So we turned to Matthew 8:17.

MATTHEW 8:17



17 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet,
saying,

HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, and BARE OUR SICKNESSES.

This man jumped up and exclaimed that it was the will of God for his wife to be
healed.

His wife saw it too. Then we turned to First Peter 2:24.
1 PETER 2:24
24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being

dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: BY WHOSE STRIPES YE
WERE

HEALED.
Then we turned to the Book of Isaiah.
ISAIAH 53:4,5

4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities:

the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed.

The margin reads, "Surely he hath borne our sicknesses and carried our diseases"
(Isa.

53:4). This couple said that all they needed now was faith. They knew that it was
God's

will to heal. They said that they knew they were saved; they had gone forward in



d

church when an invitation was given and had prayed the sinner's prayer. So I
knew that

they were saved.

I asked them if they had asked the Lord to give them faith to be saved when they
had

gone down to the altar to be saved. They said no. The man related that the pastor
preached that they could be saved. The pastor had read the Word to the people.

In other words, they heard the Word concerning salvation. They had faith for
salvation

because the Bible says, "... faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God"

(Rom. 10:17). So I told them that they had faith for her healing, too, for the same
reason

they had had faith for salvation. They had heard the Word.

This man said they were going to have to throw their first prayer away because it
wasn't

any good. I agreed with him. You see, as soon as the light comes, faith is there.

This couple already had faith because they had heard and understood the Word.
The

woman agreed with us. She said that all she had to do now was to accept Jesus as
her

Healer. So I laid my hand on her head and prayed. Then I asked her if she was
healed.

And she said that she surely was and that she knew it because the Word says so.



Sunday night during the service at that same church, the vestibule doors swung
open

and there was that same fel ow again. He asked the pastor if he could say a word
to the

congregation. The pastor gave him permission and the man told the congregation
what

had happened. He said that when he and his wife got home Friday night, she
pulled her

brace off and threw it into the closet, and said, "Thank God, I'm healed."

The next day when he came home, he found her stooped over the sink washing
her

hair, something she had been unable to do. The woman had been completely
healed!

I also laid hands on the husband and wife, and they were filled with the Holy
Ghost and

began to speak in tongues. Years later, the wife was still healed. How did she get
faith?

From hearing the Word!

This man had also brought his mother to be prayed for, who was in a wheelchair
with

paralysis. After we prayed for her, she got up out of the chair and walked out of
the

building that night completely well. In the gospel of Jesus Christ, there is
provision for

every need, salvation, deliverance, safety, preservation, healing, and soundness.

Whatever need you have, the faith to receive your answer comes from hearing



the

Word of God. As you determine to feed upon the Word continually, you will see
your

faith grow to be able to receive the wonderful promises God has provided for
His

children.
How Faith Comes - Part 2

Now FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not

seen.
- Hebrews 11:1

God is telling us exactly what Bible faith is. Hebrews 11:1 says that faith is the
evidence

of things not seen and faith is the substance of things hoped for. In other words,
faith is

substance. Moffatt's translation of Hebrews 11:1 reads: "Now faith means that
we are

confident of what we hope for, convinced of what we do not see." Another
translation

reads: "Faith is giving substance to things hoped for."
Human Faith vs. Bible Faith

However, we must understand that there are a number of kinds of faith. For
example,

everyone has a natural human faith, whether they are saved or unsaved. But in

Hebrews 11:1, God is talking about a scriptural faith - a Bible faith. Bible faith is



believing with your heart.

There is a vast difference between believing with your heart, and just believing
what

your physical senses may tell you. Bible faith is laying hold of the unseen realm
of hope

and bringing it into the realm of reality. And Bible faith grows out of the Word
of God.

Another translation of Hebrews 11:1 says, "Faith is the warranty deed, the thing
for

which you have fondly hoped for is at last yours." For example, you hope for
finances to

meet the obligations you have to pay. Faith gives you the assurance that you'll
have the

money when you need it because, faith is ". . . the evidence of things not seen"
(Heb.11:1).

You hope for physical strength to do the work you know you must do. But faith
says, ". .

the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" (Ps. 27:1). Faith
will say

about itself everything that the Word says, for faith in God is faith in His Word.

It would be a wonderful thing if folks would learn that and act upon that. Then,
you see,

the very strength of God and every blessing He has made available to them
would

become theirs.

Appropriating God's Strength by Faith



I learned what faith is when I was raised up from the bed of sickness. After I was

healed, I needed work, but this was during the Depression Days and it was hard
to find

work. I had been bedfast for sixteen months and I needed clothes and other
things for

school. I got a job at a nursery pul ing up peach trees. We pulled up these trees
by

hand, one boy on each side of the tree. We had to pull them up for orders that
had

come in. I want you to know, that was work! It was especially hard for someone
who

had been bedfast for so long and who had only been up out of bed a few months!

We would meet each morning before sunup and begin work. Every day some of
the

boys would say to me, "Wel , I didn't think you would make it today. You know,
So and

so fell out yesterday and had to quit." I didn't believe in trying to push something
off on

someone, but I did believe in witnessing for God, so when they would say these
things

to me, it would give me an opportunity to witness to them about the Lord. I
would say,

"Wel , boys, if it wasn't for the Lord, I wouldn't be here. You see, His strength is
my

strength. The Bible says, ... the Lord is the strength of my life . .." [Ps. 27:11.
My life



consists of the physical as well as the spiritual, "... and the Lord is the strength of
my

life; of whom shall I be afraid?’

When I would say that, it would make some of those boys so mad that they
would cuss

about it. I would just smile and say, "Praise the Lord, I'l be here tomorrow and
every

other day because the Lord is my strength.” Of course, if I had gone by my
feelings, I

would never have gotten out of bed because I felt like staying in bed. I never felt
SO

weak in my life; I felt like I couldn't do anything - let alone a strenuous job like
that! But I

just stayed with it. I acted upon the Word because I knew what faith is.

So I would say to the Father, to Jesus, to the Holy Ghost, to the devil, to myself,
and to

those boys if they asked me, "The Lord is my strength!" Then after I prayed and
asked

God for His strength and confessed that I had it, I would never get any help or
strength

until I actual y started to work. You see, it wasn't enough to have faith; I had to
act on

my faith. This is where many people miss what faith is. They want to get what
they are

believing God for and then believe they have received it. But actually it is the
other way



around. You have to believe you have your petition, and then you get it.

So we would come to work and I still wouldn't have any strength. But every
morning

when we started on the first tree or sometimes the second tree, I would feel
something

hit me on the top of my head and it would go through my body, out the ends of
my

fingers and out the ends of my toes. It was the supernatural strength of the Lord,
and I

would work all day long under the power of that strength. Final y, one fellow
who

weighed two hundred and fifty pounds said, "I'l tell you, when this old two
hundred and

fifty pounds is gone, there won't be one man left in the field."

I replied, "Why, Alton, God weighs more than two hundred and fifty pounds!
When you

fall out and quit, I'll stil be here."

He cussed at me, but at 3:00 that afternoon he fel out! And it was the truth - I
was the

only man left. I was the weakest and the skinniest, but I was the only man left of
the

original bunch that started. And to show you how sufficient the Lord's strength
was, the

boss wanted to hire me permanently. So I proved God's Word.
Proving God's Word by Acting on It

You may say that you know God's Word is good, but you will never real y know



God's

Word is good until you have acted on it and have reaped the results of it. That is
what

faith is: Faith is proving God's Word by acting on it. Faith is giving substance to
the

things hoped for.

I went to work in spite of my physical weakness. I acted on God's Word, and I
reaped

the results of my faith in God's Word. You see, I hoped for physical strength to
do the

work that I knew must be done. But faith gave substance to that which I hoped
for.

God's Word says that God is the strength of my life. As I acted on God's Word,
my faith

gave substance to that which I hoped for - strength to get my work done. You
see, a lot

of folks just hope, and they stop there. But that is not faith, that's hope, and hope
won't

bring substance - only faith will. Faith is the substance of things hoped for. Hope
doesn't

have any substance, but faith gives sub-stance to hope.

Someone might say, "Well, I hope God heard my prayer." But if that is all you
are doing

is hoping, you won't receive an answer to your petition because it is faith that
moves

God, not hope. Hope isn't what causes God to hear your prayer; faith is. If you



are
only hoping, there will not be an answer to your prayers.

However, your faith can give substance to your hope. In fact, faith will give
answers to

your prayers. Remember, hope says, "I will have the answer to my petition
sometime."

But faith says, "I have the answer to my petition now!" John Wesley said that the
devil

has given the Church a substitute for faith that looks and sounds so much like
faith,

many people can't tel the difference. He cal ed it, "mental assent."
Mental Assent vs. Heart Faith

For example, many people see what God's Word says and they agree mentally
that

God's Word is true. But they are just agreeing with their minds. But mental
agreement

with the Word is not what gets the job done. It is heart faith that receives from
God. That

is why the Bible says, "For with the HEART man BELIEVETH..." (Rom.
10:10).

Jesus talked about believing with the heart in Mark 11:23.
MARK 11:23

23 ... whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou
cast

into the sea; and shall not doubt in his HEART, but shall believe [in his
heart] that



those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he
saith.

Notice that the Bible never said one word about doubting in one's head. You can
have

doubt in your head and still have faith in your heart. But it is believing in your
heart that

will cause you to receive from God. People ask, "How can I tell whether I have
faith in

my heart or whether I'm just believing mentally in my head?" You can tell
because

mental agreement or mental assent says, "I know God's Word is true. I know
God

promises me healing and the answer to my prayer [or whatever it is you need],
but for

some reason I can't get it. I can't understand it! Why then don't I have the answer
to my

petition!"

Folks who say that are just in mental assent, not in real Bible faith or heart faith.
Faith -

real faith in God's Word says, "If God's Word says it's so, then it's so. The
promise is

mine; I have it now!" Faith always says, "I have it even though I can't see it."
Now notice what the text said: "Faith ... is the evidence of things not seen" (Heb.
11:1). Someone

said, "Wel , yes, but the thing that I've been praying about, I don't see. It hasn't
come to



pass yet." But if you already had it, you wouldn't have to believe it; you would
know it

then. In order to come to that place of knowing, you have to take that step of
believing

without seeing, based only on your faith in the integrity of God's Word.

Many people want to know it first, and then believe it. That is, they want to
know it from

the natural standpoint of having it come to pass first. How-ever, we know we
have

received what the Word tells us is ours because God's Word says it is ours. When
we

believe God's Word without seeing anything manifested in the natural realm,
then what

we are believing God for materializes.

Jesus said in Mark 11:24: ". . . What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that

ye receive them, and ye shall have them." Notice that the having comes after the

believing. Most folks want to turn that around and have first and then believe.
But in

common everyday language, Jesus was saying that you have to believe you have
your

petition before you get it.

I don't know about you, but I have never been able to receive healing for my
body

without first believing that I had received my healing - even when every
symptom in my



body was crying out, "You don't have your healing. You aren't healed!" I would
just

simply say to my flesh, "The Bible says, ... let God be true, but every man a liar'

[Rom.3:4]. So if you say I'm not healed, you are a liar because God's Word says
[ am!"

Then when I act in faith on God's Word instead of acting on what I feel, results
are

always forthcoming! It works one hundred times out of one hundred. But if you
are going

to sit around and groan and sigh and gripe and complain and wait for something
to

come to you, you will never get very far in faith - that is, real Bible faith.
Believe What the Bible Says - Not What Your Senses Tell You

If you are going to wait until you detect that every symptom has gone and your
flesh

corresponds with your faith and everything is fine before you are going to start
believing

God, then you're al out of order and out of line with the Word, and you'll never
get very

far in faith.

You see, the trouble is that so many people are like doubting Thomas, one of
Jesus'

twelve disciples. Thomas said, "I'll not believe until I can see Him and put my
finger in

the print in His hands and thrust my hand into the wound in His side" (John
20:25).



Then when Jesus appeared to the disciples, and Thomas saw Jesus, Thomas said,

"

My Lord and my God" (John 20:28). Did Jesus praise Thomas for his lack of
faith? No,

Jesus said, ". . . Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
are

they that have not seen, and yet have believed" (John 20:29).

In other words, Thomas didn't believe in Jesus' resurrection by faith as you and I
believe

in it. Thomas believed because he saw Jesus with his physical eyes; he relied
total y on

his senses. But we believe in Jesus' resurrection because the Word of God says
Jesus

was raised from the dead.

This is where many people miss it in the area of faith without really realizing it.
They

say, "I believe in divine healing because So-and-so got healed." But that is not
Bible

faith! I don't believe in healing because I saw someone get healed. I believe in
healing

because the Word of God says healing belongs to me (Isa. 53:4,5; Matt. 8:17; 1
Peter

2:24). I don't believe in speaking in tongues just because some people speak in

tongues. No, I believe in the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of
speaking in

tongues because the Word of God teaches it. I would still believe in it even if I



had
never heard anyone else speak in tongues.

I believe what the Bible says, not what I see and hear. My faith is not in what I
can see

and hear. My faith is based on what God says. You see, when we develop our
faith to

the place where we believe what the Word says regardless of circumstances and

physical symptoms, then we are believing the right thing, and that's what brings
results.

Thomas said, "I will not believe until I see." And Jesus said, "... Thomas,
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have

believed" (John 20:29). Those who believe what the Word of God says, apart
from what

they see or feel with their physical senses, are the ones who are blessed.
ROMANS 4:17-21

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him
whom

he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things
which

be not as though they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of
many

nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when



he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's
womb:

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in

faith, giving glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also
to

perform.

Notice the difference between Abraham's faith and Thomas' faith. Thomas' faith
was

just simply a natural, human faith. He said, "I'm not going to believe unless I can
see

and feel." But the Word of God says that Abraham believed God's Word and he

considered not his own body. Well, if Abraham didn't consider his own body,
that means

he didn't consider physical sight or physical feelings. What did he consider then?
The

Word of God. He considered the promise of God, "... being ful y persuaded that,
what he

had promised, he was able also to perform” (Rom. 4:2 1).

I remember quite a few years ago, I was struggling along some of the same lines
that

many people do today in the area of healing. Even after I was healed, I had some
of the

most alarming heart symptoms that seemed to return to me. In the nighttime I
would



have some terrible struggles. So I did just what Abraham did. I had been praying
and

standing on the promises of God, but I could not get off to sleep.

Finally, I said to the Lord, "Lord, I must have some relief." God spoke to me,
"Consider not thine own body." So I just relaxed and said, "Thank You," and
took my mind off of my body and drifted back to sleep. Later that same night I
woke up again and had some

of the same symptoms. I said, "Lord, I'm not considering my own body. What
am I going

to consider then?" The Lord said, "Consider Him, who is the Author and
Finisher of your

faith and your High Priest" (Heb. 3:1; Heb. 12:2).

God tells us in His Word exactly what not to consider, and then He tell us what
to

consider. Or we could say it this way: God tel s us in His Word exactly what not
to

consider and then He tells us whom to consider - the Lord Jesus Christ - the
Author and

Finisher of our faith. Immediately I got my mind on Jesus, and I began to
consider Him

and what He had done for us. The Bible says, "... Himself took our infirmities,
and bare

our sicknesses" (Matt. 8:17). I began to consider that scripture and to focus my
mind

and attention on Jesus and the Word, and I stopped considering my body with its

symptoms. Then I was able to drift off to sleep. When I woke up every symptom
had



gone.

Too many times, we get our attention focused on the wrong thing. When it
comes to

healing, we consider our own bodies and the symptoms that try to attack our
bodies.

That is what we are thinking about and looking at, and the more we look at the

symptoms, the worse we get. You hear people say, "God hasn't heard my prayer
yet

and I'm getting worse. I guess I'll wind up being operated on." You will as long
as you

travel that road of doubt and unbelief! I preached at one church where there was
a

woman who testified every time she could, and at the end of every testimony she
would

say, "You al pray for me. I just believe I've got cancer."

Finally, the pastor got tired of it, and he stood up when she got through and said,
"That's

right, Sister! Keep believing it and you'll get it! Jesus said, ... According to your
faith be it

unto you" (Matt.9:29)! Sometimes folks say, "Brother Hagin, pray for me. I
believe I'm

getting a cold." It won't do any good for me to pray for them, because if they
believe

they are getting a cold, then they will get it because the Bible says, according to
your

faith be it unto you. You keep on believing for it and you'll get it! You see, I'm



trying to

get you to see what it means to walk by faith and not by sight. So many people
consider

the wrong thing instead of considering God's promises in His Word.
Some people just get part of what I'm saying and go off thinking in an altogether

different light than what I'm teaching. They think I am teaching that we are to
deny all

symptoms and just go on as if symptoms weren't even there. They think I'm
teaching

Christian Science, but there's as much difference as daylight and dark in what
I'm

teaching and what the proponents of Christian Science teach. As one person said,
"This

is not Christian Science; this is Christian sense."

We do not deny symptoms because they are real. Of course pain is real; sin is
real; and

the devil is real. But notice what the Bible said: "Abraham considered not his
own body"

(Rom. 4:19). So don't consider your body, but do consider Jesus, who is your
High

Priest and the Author and the Finisher of your faith (Heb. 12:2).

Center your attention and your mind on what Jesus has done for you and what
He is

doing for you as your High Priest. Jesus is doing something for you right now.
He is

seated at the right hand of God right now making intercession for you (Heb.



7:25).
HEBREWS 4:14

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the
heavens,

Jesus the Son of God, let us HOLD FAST OUR PROFESSION [our
confession of

faith].

We would do Hebrews 4:14 no injustice by reading it this way: "This is the
reason we

must HOLD FAST TO OUR CONFESSION, because we have such a great High
Priest

who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God." The Greek word which
is

translated "profession” or "confession" implies that this verse can also be read,
"Let us hold fast to saying the same thing." What does that mean? Jesus, our
Great High Priest,

is representing us at the throne of God. And Jesus is saying, "I took their place. I
died

for them as their Substitute."

Jesus didn't die for Himself. He didn't need to redeem Himself because He
wasn't lost.

But He needed to die for us because we were lost. He became our Substitute. He
took

our sins. He bare our sicknesses. He carried our diseases. He died for us. He
arose

from the dead for us and ascended on High for us. Jesus is at the right hand of



the
throne of God, saying, "I did al that for them."

Now we are to hold fast to our profession - saying the same thing here on the
earth that

the Word says. That's what puts the devil on the run. So get your attention
focused on

the right things - on Jesus, our great High Priest, and on His Word - instead of on
yourself.
Keep Looking at the Word

I like another passage of Scripture along this same line. In fact, these scriptures
helped

me when I was on the bed of affliction. I believe these scriptures helped me as
much as

anything in my lifetime.
PROVERBS 4:20-22
20 My son, attend unto my words; incline thine ears unto my sayings.

21 LET THEM NOT DEPART FROM BEFORE THINE EYES; keep them
in the midst

of thine heart. 22 For they [my words] are life unto those that find them,
and

health to all their flesh.

I want to cal your attention particularly to one verse. Verse 21 says, "Let them
[my

words] not depart from before thine eyes . . ." Many people fail because they see



themselves fail. They keep the wrong thing before their eyes. Understanding this
was a

turning point in my life because up until the time I read this scripture, I had
always seen

myself dead. I could picture every detail about my death. But after I read this
passage of

Scripture, I could see myself well, and I began to see myself alive. I began to see
myself

doing things I had never done in my life because of my heart condition.

I knew God had cal ed me to preach and I could see myself preaching. So I
began to

get ready for it. Even while I was bedfast, I asked for a tablet and a pencil, and I
got my

Bible and began to prepare sermons. They weren't preachable and I never did
preach

any of them except one, but I was getting ready nevertheless.

The reason many folks fail is that they get ready to fail; they see themselves
failing.

Now again notice what the Word says: "Let them [my words] not depart from
before

thine eyes ..." (Prov. 4:21). If you know that God's Word says, "... Himself,
[Jesus] took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses" (Matt. 8:17), then if that
Word does not depart

from before your eyes, you are bound to see yourself without sickness and
without

disease.



If the Word doesn't depart from before your eyes, you are bound to see yourself
well.

And if you do not see yourself without sickness and disease and if you do not see

yourself well, then that Word has departed from before your eyes. And although
God

wants to make His Word good in your life, He can't because you're not acting on
His

Word. It's hard for me to follow the thinking of some people. To think that God
is just

going to do some-thing for them without their doing what the Word says is just
plain

unintelligent thinking. God isn't going to move on your behalf if you don't
cooperate with

His Word.

You see, God can't move on your behalf, even if He wanted to, if you're not
acting on

the Word. If He did, He would make Himself out to be a liar, and the Bible says
God

cannot lie. God gives us directions right here in Proverbs chapter 4 for taking
His

medicine. Proverbs 4:22 says, "For they [God's words] are life unto those that
find them,

and health [or medicine] to al their flesh." The margin of my Bible tells me that
this

Hebrew word translated "health" is also the word for medicine. So take God's
Word



according to His directions. God's Words are medicine to all our flesh. But
verses 20

and 21 tell us the directions for taking the medicine.

What is God's medicine? Does God have any medicine? Yes, thank God, He
does.

God's Word is God's medicine. "For they [My words] are life unto those that find
them,

and health [medicine] to all their flesh." But in order for the medicine to work, it
has to be taken according to directions.

PROVERBS 4:21

21 Let them [my words] not depart from thine eyes. Keep them in the midst
of

thine heart.

Keep looking at what the Word says. You see so many folks are looking at
themselves,

at the conditions, at the symptoms. If God's Word assures you that He heard and

answers your prayer, then if that Word doesn't depart from before your eyes, you
are

going to see yourself with what you prayed for.

That's faith in God's Word. When you see your-self with the answer based on
God's

Word, that's when you know your faith is solidly based on the Word of God. You
see,

failing to take God's medicine - His Word - according to instructions is what
defeats so

many folks in their prayer life. Notice all of that agrees with what Jesus says in



Mark 11:24: "... what things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that you
receive

them, and ye shal have them." You've got to believe you've got your answer
before you

get it! Someone might say, "I'm not going to believe anything I can't see." But
even in

the natural realm, we believe a lot of things we can't see.

For example, during World War II, when radioactive materials were loosed into
the

atmosphere due to exploding bombs, the whole world became concerned about

something they couldn't see. You can't see or feel radioactivity, but you can
definitely

see and feel the result of radioactivity. It's a destructive power. Also, scientists
believe in

many things they can't necessarily see but just as people became alarmed about
the

unseen radioactivity in this world and believed it even though they couldn't see
or feel it,

I believe in the power of God even though I can't see or feel it. I believe what the
Word

of God says about the Holy Ghost, the great Unseen Power of God, whether or
not I

feel or see Him.

Besides, I have had some of the greatest healings take place in my meetings
when I

never felt a thing. I have had some of the most marvelous things hap-pen when



the

service seemed dead. So, you see, feelings don't have a thing in the world to do
with

faith. God is with me, and His power is always available whether I feel like it or
not. I'm

not basing my faith on what I feel; I'm basing my faith on what God said. And
He said,

"... I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. 13:5).
HEBREWS 13:6

6 So that we may boldly say, THE LORD IS MY HELPER, and I will not
fear what

man shall do unto me.

Is that what you are saying? Are you boldly declaring, "The Lord is my helper"?
That's

what you need to be saying! "Wel ," someone said, "the Lord's forsaken me. You
al

pray for me. I don't feel like I once did."

Your feelings don't have anything whatsoever to do with what the Bible says.
I've heard

people say, "I don't know whether I can make it or not; I hope I can. You al pray
for me

that I'l hold out faithful to the end.” That is not what the Word says we are to
boldly

declare. So many people are boldly declaring their defeat and failure: "I'm
whipped.”

"I'm defeated." "The devil's got me bound." But nowhere in the Bible do you



find where He said to boldly say that. The writer of Hebrews said, ". . . for he
[Jesus]

hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say,
The Lord

is my helper..." (Heb. 13:5,6).

So quit saying the wrong thing and start saying the right thing. Say, "The Lord is
my

Helper" (Heb. 13:6). Is He? Then say that He is. Say, "The Lord is my Healer."
Say,

"Jesus took my infirmities, and bore my sicknesses" (Matt. 8:17). Didn't He?
Then keep

talking about God's delivering power. Say the right things and believe the right
things.

Friends, it is just simply wrong thinking, wrong believing, and wrong talking
that whips

folks. You see, the devil can't defeat you because Jesus has already defeated the
devil

for you. Satan doesn't defeat you; you defeat yourself. Or if he does, you permit
him to

do so. It's a consent of ignorance.

God has given us His Word to get our thinking straightened out, so that we won't
be

ignorant and so our believing will be right. And if our thinking is right and our
believing is

right, then our talking will be right. So say, "The Lord is my Helper. The Lord is
my



strength.” Real faith in the Word says, "If God says it's so, then it's so." If God
says by His stripes I was healed, then I'm healed (Isa. 53:4,5; 1 Peter 2:24).

If God says He shall supply every need of mine, then He does it (Phil. 4:19). If
God says

He's the Strength of my life, then He is (Ps. 27:1). In other words, real faith in
God

simply says about one's self what the Word says. Thank God, I have what the
Word

says I have. I am what the Word says I am. If God says I'm strong, I am. If He
says I'm

healed, I am. If He says He cares for me, then He does. So I just simply quietly
rest on

the Word, for the Word says, "For we which have believed do enter into rest. .."
(Heb.

4:3).

Quietly rest on the Word regardless of natural evidence that would satisfy the
physical

senses. Real faith is built on the Word! We should meditate in the Word and dig
deeply

into it and feed upon it. Then the Word will become a part of us just as natural

food becomes a part of us. In other words, what natural food is to the physical
man,

the Word of God is to the spiritual man. So this Word builds into me - the real
me, the

inward man - confidence and assurance. Remember, ". . . faith cometh by
hearing and



hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17).
What Faith Is - Part 1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

- Hebrews 11:1

Moffatt's translation of this verse reads: "Now faith means that we are confident
of what

we hope for, convinced of what we do not see." One modern translation of
Hebrews

11:1 reads: "Faith is giving substance ... to things hoped for."
The Difference Between Faith and Hope

What God is simply telling us is that faith is laying hold of the unseen realm of
hope and

bringing it into the realm of reality. Too many times when it comes to receiving
the Holy

Spirit or healing or an answer to prayer, many people are just simply hoping they
will

receive.
Faith Is Present Tense

But it's not hoping that gets the job done; it's believing. The Bible says, "Now
faith

is..." (Heb. 11:1). If it's not now, it's not faith. Someone said, "Wel , I believe
I'll get the Holy Ghost sometime." That's not faith, that's hope, because hope is
always future

tense or pointing to the future. But faith is now. Faith says, "I'l receive right now;
I



believe I have my petition now when I pray"” (Mark 11:24) We need to realize
this when

it comes to receiving from God.

I speak along this line because the same principles are true concerning receiving
the

Holy Spirit, healing, or an answer to prayer. The principles of faith are the same
in any

area, whether it be finances, the baptism of the Holy Ghost, divine healing, or
whatever

the petition is.

And if you can learn the principles of faith, then it is easy to receive whatever it
is you

are seeking or whatever you desire from God that is in line with His Word. I
know from

experience through the years in dealing with so many people that when it comes
to

receiving the Holy Spirit and healing, as well as to receiving an answer to prayer,
many

are just simply hoping that God hears them when they pray, or they are hoping
that they

will receive an answer.

I remember I was conducting a tent meeting in Waco, Texas, years ago. We
started the

revival on Sunday night. I preached an evangelistic-type message, and the next
night I

preached on faith. The next night we had our first healing service. I always put



folks in

the same line to receive healing or to receive the Holy Ghost. I preached on the
laying

on of hands, and then after giving the invitation for the lost, I laid hands on the
sick to be

healed and laid hands on believers to receive the Holy Ghost.

The very first man in the line came to receive the Holy Ghost. I said to him,
"Will you be

filled with the Holy Ghost now as I lay my hands on you and pray?" "Brother
Hagin," he said, "I sure hope I will." I said, "Well, then, you won't be." That sort
of made him angry.

I meant that to help him, not to anger him, so I immediately said to him, "You
don't

receive anything from God through hope. It's by faith that you receive."

He said, "But I don't know whether I'm going to receive or not, so I'm not going
to say I

am." I said, "If I offered you a dollar bill, would you say, I don't know whether I
can

receive that or not'?" "No, certainly not," he said. "Wel ," I said, "God offers you
a gift that is just as easy to receive as it is to receive a dol ar bil offered to you."
He said,

"Yes, but I've been seeking a mighty long time. In fact, I've been seeking about
thirteen

years, and I haven't received yet. So I don't know whether I'm going to receive
now or

"

not.



He became quite upset about it, so I just reached out and put my arms around
him and

hugged his neck. I said, "Now, Brother, I'm here to help you. But under the

circumstances, I could lay my hands on your head until I wore every hair off the
top of

your head, and you wouldn't get anything. So I just suggest that you go sit down
on the

front row and listen and watch, and see what's going on. Then you'll see the
difference

between believing and doubting, and between faith and hope."

So we prayed for several people for healing, and then we came to a young
woman who

wanted to receive the Holy Ghost. I said, "Are you a Christian?" "Wel ," she
said, "I'm a member of a church.” I said, "You understand that you could be a
member of any

church and not be a Christian. Salvation is not a matter of being a member of a
church,

it's a matter of being born again." "Yes," she said, "I know that, and I've been
born again."

"I accept your testimony," I said. "Don't let the devil talk you out of it." Then I
asked her,

"Now then, do you believe in the Holy Ghost?" (Having come out of the same

denomination myself, I knew everyone in that denomination didn't believe in the
baptism

of the Holy Spirit.) "Do you believe in the baptism of the Holy Ghost with the
evidence of



speaking with tongues?" "I certainly do," she answered. "It is in the Bible. It's in
the Word." Then I asked, "Will you receive the Holy Ghost now when I lay my
hands on

your head and pray?" She said, "I certainly will."

She had her Bible in her hand, and she said, "You know, I sat there tonight and
followed

every scripture you gave as you preached, and it's al in the Word. And I certainly
will

receive." I saw she was ready because I saw her faith in operation. So I just
reached my

hand out to lay on her forehead, and before I even touched her - I just barely
brushed

my fingers on her forehead - she threw up both hands and started speaking in
tongues

instantly. I said to this older gentleman who was sitting on the front row, "Do
you see the

difference between just hoping you'll receive the Holy Ghost and real y believing
you'll

receive?"

"Yes," he said, "I do." On Friday night he came back, and he was the very first
person in the line. "Wel ," I said to him, "I see you're back." "Yes," he said, "I'm
back, and I'll tell you some-thing else. I've changed my hope to faith. Just put
your hands on me, and I'll

be fil ed with the Holy Ghost right now." I reached out to lay hands on him, and I
had

barely touched him, when he lifted both hands and began speaking with other
tongues!



Oh, it makes such a difference when you real y believe God instead of just
hoping you'll

receive your petition from Him - whether it's receiving the Holy Ghost, healing,
or any

answer to prayer. That man said he'd been seeking the baptism of the Holy Spirit
for

thirteen years, but really he had just simply been hoping that he would get the
Holy

Ghost. And you just don't receive anything from God by hope. You receive from
God by

faith.

Hope vs. Faith in The Prayer of Agreement

I remember on another occasion at the close of one service, a woman said to me,
"Brother Hagin, I wish you would agree with me. In your message, you used the

scripture in Matthew 18:19 where Jesus said, ... if two of you shall agree on
earth as

touching any thing that they shal ask, it shal be done for them of my Father
which is in

heaven."' I said, "All right, Sister. What do you want to me agree with you
about?"

She said, "Do I have to tel you?" "Certainly," I said, "I can't agree about
something when I don't know what we are agreeing about."

She said, "This is a financial need." I said, "All right, how much do you need?"

She said, "Wel , my husband has a job and makes so much money, but an
emergency

has arisen. We need an extra $100. I just don't know where it's coming from. But



I know

God can help us and show us." "He certainly can!" I said to her. "Then you want
me to agree with you that God will provide an extra $100 this month." "Yes," she
answered,

"that's right." I said, "All right, let's agree. I'm going to pray, and you listen while
I pray.

You agree with what I pray because if we both pray at once, you may go one
direction

and [ may go another. Let's agree. You just agree in your spirit right now."

So I prayed and I reminded the Father that we were agreeing according to His
Word. 1

said, "We're on the earth, and You said if two of you on earth shall agree as
touching

anything that they shall ask, You would do it for us." I said, "We agree as
touching this extra $100 that this woman needs this month. We thank You,
Father, because we agree

it is done. Thank You for it. Amen." I said, "Is it done, Sister?" Immediately (I'm
not making fun of her. I'm merely stating facts), she tuned up and began to cry,
and said,

"Brother Hagin, I sure hope it is. I hope so."

I replied, "Wel , then, it's not. It isn't! Because we didn't agree. You are hoping
and I am

believing. There is no agreement there!" This is exactly why some of our prayers
don't

work for us. Certainly, it isn't God's fault that prayer doesn't work. If our prayers
don't

work, it isn't God's fault because God never fails. If our prayers don't work, it is



not

Jesus' fault, because Jesus never fails. God doesn't change, and prayer doesn't
change

God. He is just the same before you pray, when you pray, and after you pray.
Prayer

doesn't change God. Prayer changes circumstances, but prayer doesn't change
God.

He is always the same and that means He is always faithful to His Word (Heb.

10:23;13:8; Rom. 4:20,21). Dr. Lilian B. Yeomans said something that I read
years ago

and have never forgotten. It has been a great blessing to me through the years.
She

said, "If I pray for any one thing or pray just one time for anything, and I don't
get it, |

start changing. I start changing because if I pray and that prayer isn't answered,
there

will have to be a change on my part before the answer comes. I know there can't
be any

changing on God's part, because He never changes. So if there has to be any
change,

it has to be on my end of the line. So if I pray and do not receive, then I start
changing."

I've followed that policy through the years and found out that it always works
one

hundred percent of the time. We need to realize that we cannot substitute hope
for faith



and get answers from God. Now don't misunderstand me. If you keep hope in the
right

place, it is a most blessed and wonderful reality to you. Paul said in First
Corinthians

13:13, "And now abideth faith, hope, charity [love], these three; but the greatest
of these

is charity."

Paul didn't say faith and hope aren't important; he said just the greatest of the
three is

love. But each one of them has its place. For example, you can't substitute love
for

hope, and you can't substitute hope for faith. And yet, in dealing with many
thousands of

people throughout the years, I know that most people are trying to receive
healing, the

baptism of the Holy Ghost, or answer to prayer based on hope instead of on
faith.

I know they are substituting hope for faith because of what they say to me. Many
of

them say to me, "If you take my hope away from me, I don't have anything left."
I

respond, "No, I'm not taking your hope away from you. I'm just showing you
that you

have your hope misplaced; you are trying to make hope do what only faith can
do - and

that's receive from God."



Hope Is Future Tense

Thank God we do have a Blessed Hope. The Blessed Hope of the Church is the
soon

return of the Lord Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the saved dead, the rapture of
the

living saints, the hope of heaven, and the hope of seeing our loved ones and
friends.

Thank God for that hope. We rejoice in that hope, but that's all future tense.
Jesus is

coming again, whether we believe it or not. He is coming because the Word says
SO.

The resurrection is going to take place whether we have faith in it or not.
Whether we

believe in it or not, it is stil going to take place. The rapture is going to take place

whether we believe in it or not. And loved ones and friends who are Christians,
who

have died and left this world and have gone to heaven, are there regardless of
what we

believe about it. And they will return with Jesus when He comes back.

My faith is not going to bring Jesus back. In other words, I can't believe that He
will

come at a particular time and have my faith bring Him back. If that were true,
then the

Church could believe and could bring Jesus back by their believing. Jesus is
coming,

however. But, you see, that's all future tense because we don't know when that



will

happen, but we do know it will happen. And we do know it is a Blessed Hope.
And we

know it is a purifying hope, for First John 3:3 says, "And every man that has this
hope in

him purifieth himself, even as he is pure." This Blessed Hope is future tense. I do

believe Jesus is coming, but He's coming back regardless of whether or not I
believe it.

Looking for Jesus' return and waiting for that Blessed Hope is a combination of
simply

believing what the Word says and having hope in what the Word says. It is future
tense.

But if I say, "I believe I'm going to get my healing sometime," that's not
believing at all.

It's hope, not faith, and hope won't bring healing to you. I've seen good people
who

were sick, yet died saying that. They were wonderful people who are now in
heaven,

and I would not speak disparagingly of them at all because they were wonderful
Christians. They just didn't know what faith is.

Someone said, "I believe God is going to heal me." But that isn't faith. That's
hope.

Anything that points to the future or looks to the future is hope. It is not faith
because

faith is now: "NOW faith is ..." (Heb. 11:1). Faith says, "It is mine. I have it
now." Hope says, "I'll get it sometime." But as long as you are in hope and not in



faith, whatever it is you are desiring will never materialize - it will never come
into being. But the moment

you start believing and acting like God's Word is so, your faith will work for
you.

Changing My Hope to Faith

That's the lesson I learned on the bed of sickness many years ago. I had lain
upon that

bed for sixteen long months before I was healed. In fact, I'd been sick al my life
and [

never had a normal childhood. I never ran and played like other children and at
fifteen

years of age I became totally bedfast. Five doctors, one of whom had practiced at
the

great Mayo Clinic, said that as far as medical science knew or had any record of,
no

one in my condition had ever lived past the age of sixteen. I became totally
bedfast just

a few months before I was six-teen years of age, and I remained bedfast until I
was

almost seventeen years of age.

I went through everything everyone does when they desperately want to be
healed.

Thank God for all the good books today on the subject of faith and healing, but
there

weren't many in those days. If there were, I didn't know about them, and didn't
get ahold



of them. I was just a denominational boy reading Grandma's Bible, but thank
God, it

reads just like my Full Gospel Bible does because it's the same Bible. When I
was trying

to get healed, I cried and prayed, and said, "Dear Lord, please heal me." I begged
Him

to heal me, and prayed al night several nights, and nearly al night several other
nights.

When you are bedfast twenty-four hours a day, you can do a lot of praying!

I prayed many hours a day, day after day, week after week, and month after
month. I

was born again - but I wasn't getting any results as far as obtaining my healing.
I'd pray

and was sure God had heard me and had healed me because I sort of had the
feeling

that He had. I don't mean I felt it physically, because I didn't feel any different.
But I just

felt like He had heard me. I can't say that physically I felt that God heard me; but
I'm

talking about a spiritual sense of some kind.

When I would pray for healing, I would sense, This is it; my prayer has been
answered.

But then I'd feel my heart. It was stil not beating right. Then I would look at my
lower

limbs and they were stil paralyzed. My legs were just bones with a little skin
stretched



over them - there was no meat or muscle in the thighs or calves. Then I'd start
crying

and say, "Lord, I thought You were going to heal me. I just felt like You did. I
just knew

it, but You didn't."

I couldn't understand it, and for about a month or so I just wouldn't even look at
the

Bible. I decided I might just as well give up on my prayer as a bad job. Then I'd
start

slipping away. I'd go right down to death's door, right down in the throes of
death. I held

onto the head of the bed to try to keep from going. You could see where I held
on to the

bed, till all the varnish was worn off that headboard. I'd fight death with every
fiber of my

being. Then I'd come back to the Word of God again and begin to read it again.

As a young person I wanted to live so badly, so from the natural standpoint I
fought

death. But I couldn't see where I was missing it spiritually. I would try to act
upon God's

Word. And I'd get some results and recover from the attacks, but I stil didn't
receive my

healing. Finally, on the second Tuesday of August 1934, after lying on the bed of

sickness for sixteen months, I said to the Lord, "Dear Lord Jesus, when You
were here

on earth You said in Mark 11:24, "... What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,



believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.' I desire to be healed. You
said,

"When you pray.' I have prayed. You said, Believe.' I have believed."

I continued, "Dear Lord Jesus, if You stood here by my bedside in the flesh and I
could

see You with my physical eyes, and I could reach my physical hand out and lay
my

hands on Yours, if You were to say to me, "Son, the trouble with you is you're
not

believing,' I would have to say to you, "Dear Lord Jesus, You're lying about it! I
do

m

believe." (I said this in kindness and sincerity, not in tones of arrogance.)
You Cannot Believe Beyond Actual Knowledge

Now Jesus does not speak to a person physically, like someone else might speak
to

you. He's not here in the flesh, but the Holy Spirit is here. And Jesus said about
the Holy

Spirit, ". . . he [the Holy Spirit] shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he
shall hear, that shall he speak. .." (John 16:13). The Holy Spirit spoke to my
spirit on the inside of

me: "Yes, you believe, all right, as far as you know." (A person can't believe
beyond

actual knowledge. It just can't be done. That's where many fail. They don't real y
know

what the Word says.)

The Lord said, "You believe, al right, as far as you know. But that last clause



goes with

that verse of scripture, ... and ye shall have them.' It says, .. ' believe that ye
RECEIVE

them, and ye shal HAVE them" (Mark 11:24).
Believe You Receive Your Petition Before You Have It

Then I saw it! It was just like someone had turned a light on inside of me. I saw
it. I said

instantly, "Dear Lord Jesus, I see it, I see it! I have to believe I receive my
healing

before I get it. I have to believe that I receive healing for my heart while my
heart is still

not beating right. I have to believe I receive healing for my paralysis even
though from

the natural standpoint I am still paralyzed. And if I believe I receive it, then I
will have it."

You see, I'd not done that yet. I wanted to get my healing first, and then believe
it. But

you don't have to believe it once you get it. Then you know it. Faith is not sight.
In other

words, once you see whatever it is you were believing for, you don't need faith to
believe for your petition anymore.

Instantly I saw what I had been doing. I had been hoping al of those months to
receive

my healing, and hope didn't work. I could never receive an answer to my prayers

through hope - only by faith. That meant I had to believe I had my petition
before I



actual y saw it manifested. One good thing about it is, you don't have to have a
Full

Gospel church, a denominational church, or any-one else tel you how to receive
from

God. If you'll just fol ow the Word and the Holy Spirit, you'll find your-self
walking in line

with the Word because the Holy Spirit will always lead you in line with the
Word.

You see, when I was lying there on my bed I could move; it was only the lower
part of

my body that was paralyzed. I could move my hands.

No one told me to lift my hands, and I can't tell you why I did, but I just did. I
lifted my

hands as I lay there flat on my back on that bed. I lifted my hands up toward
heaven

and said, "Heavenly Father, dear Lord Jesus, thank God I'm healed! I believe I
am

healed!"

I finally had it in the right tense! I finally got it working for me. "Now faith IS
the

substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Heb. 11:1).
NOW faith

is. If it's not now, it's not faith. The Bible says, "Now faith is," present tense. If
it's not present tense, it's not faith. When I said to the Lord, "Lord, I believe I
receive my healing now," that's when I had faith working for me. But when
people say, "I believe I'm going

to get my healing," that's not faith; that's not present tense.



I said, "Thank You, dear Lord Jesus, for my healing! I believe that my heart is
well; I

believe that my paralysis is healed! I thank You for the healing of my body!" A
few

minutes can seem like a long time, but I believe I must have praised God in that
vein for

about ten minutes. Although I didn't look at a clock, I must have spent ten
minutes

thanking Him that my heart was well and my body was healed! However, almost
immediately, Satan challenged me. Yes, he will contest you on every inch of the
ground you take from him. He will try to fight you every step of the way.

Immediately the devil said to me, "You're a pretty-looking thing. You claim to be
a

Christian and now you've gone to lying." Any other time the devil would have
denied

that there is a hell or a Lake of Fire, but this time the devil said to me, "Don't you
know

that the Bible says that all liars shal have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire

and brimstone?" "Yes," I said, "I know that, Mr. Devil." (You see, I knew that
was the devil speaking because anything that brings doubt or discouragement is
from the

enemy.) I continued, "Yes, I know that, Mr. Devil, but I didn't lie."

He said, "Yes, you did. You said you were healed and you're not. Now feel your
heart."

I was in such a habit of feeling for my heartbeat that I unconsciously reached to



feel it.

When I realized what I was doing, I slapped my hand and said, "Don't you do it.
Don't

you do it." Immediately I said, "Mr. Devil, I did not say any-thing about how I
looked or felt. I said I believe I am healed. I believe I am. I believe I have
received the answer to

my prayer. And if you say that I really don't believe it, you're lying. Besides that,
you're a

liar anyhow, because Jesus said you were" (John 8:44).

I said, "When Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was on the earth, He said, "... What
things

soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them'

(Mark 11:24). Now Jesus said it, and what He says is so; I believe that. If I
believe it,

then I'll have it. I believe Him right now." Then I said, "If you want to argue and
fuss about it, you go argue with Jesus. I didn't say it anyway. He said it." That
put a stop to

the devil speaking his doubt and unbelief to me.

I went back to praising God, thanking Him for the answer - thanking Him for my
healing.

I had been praising Him for about ten minutes, when on the inside of me, in my
spirit, I

heard these words: "Now you believe you are healed. But healed people - well
people -

don't have any business being in the bed at this time of day. They need to be up."



I said, "That's right! Yes, Lord, that's right. I'm going to get up. Praise God, I'm
going to get up."

You see, now I was in faith. I was believing and taking God at His Word.
Believing faith

is having by faith what you asked God for. Believing is taking a step of faith.
And to be

in faith, you have to take steps of faith because faith requires corresponding
action.

In my case, I had been bedfast, and I needed to get up out of bed. That was the

corresponding action I needed to take in order to act in faith. I didn't look better.
I didn't

feel better. And I didn't have any feeling from my waist down. If I had gone by
feelings,

I'd have to say I wasn't healed because I was still partially paralyzed. But I knew
I'd

been healed regardless of how I felt. I pushed myself to a seated position in bed.
Then

with my hands I pushed my limbs and feet off of the bed, and twisted my body
around

so that I was sitting on the edge of the bed. My feet fel down on the floor like a
couple

of chunks of wood.

I knew my feet were down there on the floor. I couldn't feel them, but I knew
they were

there because I could see them. The devil was trying to fight me every inch of
the way.



Negative thoughts were coming to my mind, just as fast as a machine gun fires
bullets.

The devil said, "You can't walk, and you know you can't. You're not healed, and
you

know you're not. You're lying about it, and you'll fall right here on the floor, and
you'll

have to lie there." Then the devil continued, "Don't you know, it hasn't been
thirty days since you last fell out of bed, and you had to lie there forty-five
minutes until your oldest

brother came in, picked you up, and put you back in bed. Your grandmother is
old, and

your mother is sickly. They can't lift you."

I only weighed eighty-nine pounds, but I was just as tall as I am now. Then the
devil

said, "None of the neighborhood men are home, and your oldest brother has
gone back

to Oklahoma. You'll just have to lie there on the floor until 5:00 this afternoon,
until your

grandpa comes in from work, and then he'l have to put you back in bed." But
you know

the best way in the world to put the devil in his place is to just completely ignore
him.

The Bible says, "Neither give place to the devil" (Eph. 4:27). I ignored him, and
just

simply acted like he hadn't said anything.

I grabbed ahold of the bedpost, but my knees wouldn't function. My limbs
wouldn't



function, so with my arms around that bedpost, I just hung there, sagging at the
knees.

As best I could, I lifted one hand a little bit, and said, "Thank God, I'm healed. I
wanted

to declare in the Presence of Almighty God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the
angels of

heaven, and in the presence of the devil and evil spirits, that the Word of God is
true. I

believe I'm healed. I believe it!" That old room started spinning because, you
see, I'd

been lying flat on my back for sixteen months.

The floor seemed to be where the ceiling was just minutes before, and I could
see the

chest of drawers moving as that room seemed to spin around and around.
Everything

was just spinning. I just shut my eyes and held onto that bedpost. In a few
minutes [

could tell everything had quit spinning. I opened my eyes and everything was in
place. I

said it again, "Thank God, according to the Word I'm healed. I believe that."
Then for the first time in many months I felt something. Feeling actually
returned to me. It seemed to

start in the top of my head, and went down over me, like you might take oil or
something

warm and pour it over someone's head.

For example, if you poured a lot of oil on some-one, it would just run down over
the



whole body. This feeling, like warm oil being poured on me, went down all over
my

body. And when it got to my waist, feeling came, as that warm oil went down
and out

the end of my toes. Every nerve in my limbs was reactivated, and I felt like two
million

pins were sticking me in my limbs.

Then I just simply felt normal. My paralysis was gone. I said, "I'm going to walk

n

now,

and I did. And I've been walking ever since! That is when I first learned what it
means to

have faith and to act on my faith. Here's what I'm saying to you. Believing you
receive

before you have it is not only true for exercising faith for your healing, but faith
also

comes into operation that way in receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost, too, or
any

other petition from God.

It's true that in receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, God gives the believer
an initial

evidence that he is filled with the Spirit - tongues. However, the person stil must
believe

he receives the Holy Spirit by faith before he has the evidence of speaking with

tongues. So the principle of faith is the same: believing you have received before
you

have (Mark 11:24).



The Faith Principle Works In Any Area of Receiving

Seeing the truth of this principle of faith also helped me in receiving the baptism
of the

Holy Spirit later on. When I saw what the Word of God says on the subject of
the

baptism of the Holy Ghost, because I knew this principle of faith, I didn't stop
and say, "I

wonder if I have enough faith to get the Holy Ghost?" Or "Oh, if only I had
enough faith, I could receive the Holy Ghost."

I had now learned the secret of faith, the principle of faith, and so I acted on that.
I just

simply said, "I'm going to go down to the Ful Gospel preacher's house right now
and

receive the Holy Ghost. I went down there and knocked on the preacher's door
and said

to him, "I came down here to get the Holy Ghost." Immediately he said, "Wait
and seek for it in the service tonight." I said, "It won't take me very long to
receive." If you are a believer, it won't take you very long either, if you'll just
reach out and receive this gift of

the Holy Ghost that has already been provided to every believer (Acts 1:8;
2:38,39).

Changing Hope to Faith To Receive the Holy Spirit

I was holding a meeting in Pomona, California, in 1950, and there was an
eighty-three-

year-old man who came forward to receive the Holy Spirit. I learned that he had
been

seeking the Holy Ghost for fifty years. In fact, he said to me, "Brother Hagin, my



wife

received the baptism of the Holy Ghost in the revival fifty years ago here in Los
Angeles

at the old Azusa Street mission." He went on to say, "Some people have said that

everyone who went there got the Holy Ghost, but I went through that whole
meeting for

three years, three services a day. I was in every one of those services. I sought
the Holy

Ghost every time, and I didn't receive."

I knew the second time I laid my hands on him, in my spirit by the revelation of
the Holy

Spirit, just exactly what his trouble was. He was hoping to receive the Holy
Spirit. He

wasn't in faith. But I also saw that I wouldn't be able to get him to accept that.
He

wouldn't have believed that. Sometimes you can tell what's wrong with folks, but
just

because you know what is hindering them, that doesn't always mean they are
ready to

receive it. They've got to understand and know it also for themselves.

I'd had a revelation about this man's situation, but I knew I wouldn't be able to
get him to

see it until he saw the truth of it for himself in God's Word. But he came day and
night,

and I began to teach the Word. I taught on the difference between hope and faith.

Finally, the truth dawned on him. (It's a strange thing to me that he heard me



teach for

about a week and didn't get it. He had to hear it over and over again. That's the
reason I

keep teaching certain truths over and over again. Folks don't get it just because
you say

it once.)

After about ten days, this eighty-three-year-old man came to me at the close of
one of

the morning meetings (I'd already taught on faith the first week, but I was going
over the

same teaching again the second week). He said, "Brother Hagin, you know, I just

caught it this morning. I see now why I haven't received. I have never believed.
I've just

been hoping for fifty years that I'd get the Holy Ghost." I said, "I knew that,
Brother. I knew it the second time I laid hands on you and prayed. The Holy
Spirit revealed that to

me, but I also knew I wouldn't be able to get you to see that. I also knew if you'd
keep

coming to the services, you'd eventually see it for yourself.

"Now," he said, "you're going to have to give me a little more time." "That's all
right,” I said, "take all the time you need." He said, "You know I've been on this
road for fifty years, and it's going to take me a little while to get stopped, turned
around, and headed

back in the right direction." I said, "That's al right, Brother, just take al the time
you need, but keep on coming to the services." "Oh," he said, "we'll be here
every service, day and night."

I said, "All right, keep coming and when you get that hope changed into faith, I'l



know it,

and you'll know it. Then you will receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit." About
three days

later on a Friday night after we had dismissed, this man came up to the pastor
and me,

and said, "Brother Hagin, I wonder if I could get you brethren to lay hands on
me. ['ve

changed my hope into faith. I'm ready now to receive the baptism in the Holy
Ghost. I'm

ready!" I said, "Are you expecting to receive?" "Yes," he said, "just put your
hands on me and I'll receive right away."

That pastor and I just laid our hands on him, and almost immediately his hands
were in

the air and he was talking in tongues! This man had been hoping for fifty years
that he'd

get the Holy Ghost!
Hope: A Good Waiter, but a Poor Receiver

Friends, hope is a good waiter, but a poor receiver. Too many times when it
comes to

prayer, folk say, "Well, I'm a-hoping-and-a-praying. I'm praying and hoping."
Did you

ever hear that? Do you say that? Correct yourself if you do! Next time you say it,
correct

yourself, and say, "Stop that." Because that's not faith! You also hear folks say,
"Wel , al we can do is pray and hope." If that's al you are doing, you're defeated
already.



I remember several years ago [ was preaching for a pastor in the state of Texas,
and

was staying in the parsonage with him and his wife. I believe that pastor was the
world's

worst to say, "I'm hoping and praying." He'd say that to me a half dozen or a
dozen

times a day. "I'm hoping and praying," or "I'm praying and hoping." What
astounded me was that he sat in every service where I taught on the difference
between hope and

faith, and it just ran off him like water off a duck's back. It was amazing!

That's the reason I know you have to just keep going over and over these things,

because for example, this man sat right there in the service and didn't get it. One
day I

was with him alone, and he said, "Brother Hagin, I want you to pray with me
about

something, please." I said, "All right, what is it?" He said, "There's a Christian
businessman here who wants to give me the equity in a cabin on a lake, along
with a

few acres of land. He only owes $900 on it and he said I could pay that monthly,
or he'd

pay it off and I could pay him back without interest. However, his wife had
objected a

little, and he asked me to give him thirty days to work that out."

This pastor wanted me to pray with him that everything would work out with
this

businessman. The pastor said, "I'm just hoping and praying that it'l work out."



I had already preached meetings for this particular minister, and he still hadn't
gotten

the difference between hope and faith. When he said, "I'm just hoping and
praying," I

spoke up and said, "Wel , Brother, if that's all you're doing, you're wasting your
time."

I didn't say this to be smart about it, and for a minute there I didn't know what he
was

going to do. We were traveling in his car when I said that. He batted his eyes,
and I

thought for a minute he was going to drive us off the road!

Then he said, "You know, that's right!" He added, "Yes, that's right." Then he
said, "I had started to say, I'm wasting my time and God's too.' But actually I'm
not wasting

God's time because He didn't even hear me to begin with. I'm just wasting my
own

time!" To make a long story short, this pastor changed his hope to faith. And in
the end,

he received the acreage and the cabin because he quit hoping and started
believing!

You see, it's faith that gets the job done! And faith is now. The Bible says,
"NOW faith is

the substance of things hoped for. .." (Heb. 11:1). Hope is a good waiter, but a
poor

receiver. Hope won't get the job done, but faith will! By faith you can receive
whatever

God has promised to you in His Word, whether it be salvation, healing, the



baptism in
the Holy Spirit, or whatever it is you need from God.
What Faith Is - Part 2

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

-Hebrews 11:1

Faith gives substance to things hoped for. You see, hope doesn't have any
substance.

But faith gives substance to those things you are hoping for. In other words, what
God is

saying here in Hebrews 11:1 is that faith is taking hold of the unseen realm of
hope, and

bringing it into the realm of reality. Faith, we know, grows out of the Word of
God, for

Romans 10:17 says, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word
of

God." Another translation of Hebrews 11:1 says, "Faith is the warranty deed,
that the

thing for which you have fondly hoped is at last yours." Our text says faith is the
evidence of things not seen.

By way of illustration, you might hope for finances to meet a particular
obligation, but

faith gives you the assurance that you'll have the money when you need it. Also,
you

might hope for physical strength to do a job or a task set before you, but faith
says, ". ..



the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" (Ps. 27:1). In
other words,

faith says the same thing the Word of God says. Unbelief is really taking sides
against

God's Word. The sad thing about it is, there are so many believers who are
talking

doubt and unbelief, and who are taking sides against the Word of God. Then
these

same believers wonder why God's Word doesn't work for them.

God's Word won't work for you if you take sides against it. If you want God's
Word to

work for you, you must side in with it. But what is faith - real Bible faith? One
of the best

ways to find out what something is, is to find out what it isn't. Then when you
find out

what it isn't, you can see more clearly what it is. Let's fol ow that approach in
these

lessons on the subject of faith.
Faith Is Not Hope

First, faith is not hope. We discussed that in our last lesson. Faith is not hope!
Yet when

I pray for folks and ask them, "Wil you be healed?" or "Wil you be filled with
the Holy Ghost as I lay hands on you and pray?" many times they say, "I sure
hope so, Brother

Hagin." I always answer, "As long as you are only hoping, you won't receive
from God



because you receive from Him by faith, not by hope." Others will say, "God, I
want to be healed." In order to show them that wanting something from God isn't
enough, I often

say, ""You might want a new Cadillac, but that doesn't mean you're going to get
one."

You see, just wanting something from God won't get the job done. If just
wanting

something from God was all it took to receive from God, we'd all have it made.
We

would receive instantly. But faith that receives from God isn't hoping or wanting.
The

only kind of faith that gets the job done is the Bible-kind of faith which believes
God and

acts on what it believes. You'll not receive from God because you hope.
Nowhere in the

Bible does God say that when we pray, we shall receive what we hope for. But
God's

Word does say in Mark 11:24, ". . . What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
BELIEVE that ye receive them, and ye shall have them."

Jesus also said, ". . . al things, whatsoever ye shal ask in prayer, BELIEVING, ye
shal

receive" (Matt. 21:22). Jesus didn't say whatever you ask for in prayer, hoping,
you shall

receive. He said, "... whatsoever ye shal ask in prayer, BELIEVING, ye shal
receive"

(Matt. 21:22). If you want to know whether you are really believing God or if
you are just



hoping, I can tel you how to tell the difference. Hope is always future tense,
because

hope always looks to the future.

For instance, the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ does have a blessed hope of
Jesus'

return. But that is future. The coming of Christ, the resurrection of the saved
dead, the

rapture of the saints, is all future tense. But if you are seeking healing, it's not in
the

future that you want to be healed. You want to be healed right now, especial y if
you're

hurting very badly. If you're seeking the Holy Spirit, it's not in the future that you
want to

be fil ed with the Spirit; it's now. As long as you put off believing you receive
the

blessing, the blessing will be in the future and it will stay in the future. But now
is when

you want what-ever God has promised you in His Word.
Faith for Salvation, Not Hope

For example, if it is salvation a person wants, it's not in the future that he wants
to be

saved. That may be too late. Yes, I've talked to men in days gone by about the
salvation

of their souls, and I've had many say to me that they hoped to be saved. I say
with tears

that some of those men are now in hell. They left this world unsaved because



salvation
that's based only on hope never comes to fruition.

If you were talking to someone about salvation and the condition of his soul, and
he said

he hoped to be saved, you would tell him what the Bible says, wouldn't you?
You would

tell him that salvation isn't based on hope, but it is based on faith. This is what
the Bible

tells us about salvation.

EPHESIANS 2:8

8 ... by grace are ye SAVED through FAITH....

JOHN 6:37

37 ... him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

ROMANS 10:13

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be SAVED.
ROMANS 10:9,10

9 That if thou shalt CONFESS with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
BELIEVE

in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the HEART man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
MOUTH

confession is made unto salvation.

You would tel a person seeking salvation what the Word says and endeavor to
get him



to act on the Word right then. Yet when it comes to receiving the infilling or the
baptism

of the Holy Ghost, or healing for our body, or an answer to prayer, it seems that
we just

sort of stumble over the same stumbling stone; people aren't always taught faith
to

receive - they are taught hope and that won't get the job done.
In other words, we hope God hears our prayer. We hope to be healed. We hope to

receive the Holy Ghost. Someone said, "I just believe I'l get my petition
sometime."

That's hope. That person may be cal ing it believing, but it's stil hope, because
it's

future. Notice our text: "NOW faith is ..." (Heb. 11:1). Or we could read it, "Now
faith IS.

That is pre-sent tense. Remember, if it is not now, it is not faith. Faith is present
tense.

Hope is future tense. Even though you say you believe, if you're putting the
answer off

into the future, then you are not believing, you are hoping.

That's the reason the Word isn't working for you. So get your believing in the
right tense;

get it in the present tense. Some people are always believing that God is going to
do

something for them, sometime in the future. But faith believes that He has done

something, and is doing something right now. Even when it comes to healing,
many



people say, "Brother Hagin, I don't understand why I haven't received my
healing. I

know God promised to heal me."

But actually, God has not promised to heal you at al . Some people say, "Doesn't
the

Word of God say, ... Himself TOOK our infirmities, and BARE our sicknesses'
[Matt.

8:171. Isn't that a promise?" No, that isn't a promise. That is a statement of fact
that

simply tells us something that has already happened. Many times we cal those

scriptures and others like them promises, but actually, they are statements of fact.
They

are telling us of our provisions in Christ - what Jesus has already provided for us.
That

is a fact.
1 PETER 2:24
24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being

dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye WERE
healed.

Someone asked, "Doesn't that scripture promise me healing?" No, that scripture
doesn't

promise you healing. It tells you that healing belongs to you in Christ. I've found
this out,

that as soon as I can get people to quit hoping to be healed and to quit seeking
healing

and start believing they receive their healing, immediately they are healed.



Faith Is Present Tense

I was preaching many years ago in the state of Oklahoma, and in one of my
services a

woman was brought to the service who hadn't taken one single step in four years.
She

was an older woman, in her seventies, and the doctors said that she would never
walk

another step again. Her knees had just simply worn out and wouldn't function
properly,

and they couldn't carry her weight. Sitting with no exercise, she had grown quite
large.

When it came time for the healing line, they brought this woman forward and sat
her

down on the altar. I came and knelt in front of her and laid my hands on her
knees and

prayed.

Then I said to her, "Now, Sister, arise and walk in the Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ."

That dear woman did her best to get up; but al the time (and I'm not making fun
of her)

she was crying and praying, "Oh, dear Jesus, please heal me. Lord, I know You

promised to heal me. You know what a burden I've been to my family, and I can't
do

one thing for myself. Dear Lord, please heal my knees; please heal my limbs;
please let

me walk. Oh, please, please." I said, "Wait a minute, Sister. Wait a minute," but



instead of listening, she just got louder. I said the second time, "Wait a minute,
Sister. I have a

word for you. I can help you." But instead of listening, she just got louder and
louder.

The third time I said, "Wait a minute, Sister. Wait a minute. I can help you." But
instead of listening, she was becoming almost hysterical.

Then I just took hold of her shoulders and shook her, and said, "I command you
to shut

up in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ." She stopped and looked up at me,
rather

startled, and the congregation put the brakes on me. Did you know a
congregation can

put the brakes on you? I don't care who you are, when the people put the brakes
on,

you can't do anything. For instance, people put the brakes on Jesus in His
hometown of

Nazareth, and He couldn't do much there in the way of miracles or healings. The
Bible

says so.
MARK 6:5

5 And he [Jesus] could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands
upon

a few sick folk, and healed them.

Notice it didn't say He wouldn't do any mighty works, it said He couldn't do any
mighty

works. The Greek reads that Jesus laid His hands on a few folks with minor



ailments. In

other words, the only ones God healed in Nazareth under the ministry of Jesus
were a

few people who had minor ailments. Why? Mark 6:6 gives us the answer: "And
he

[Jesus] marvelled because of their unbelief ..."

Well, this congregation put the brakes on me, and before I could do anything, I
knew I

had to get the brakes off. If I couldn't get the brakes off, then I wouldn't be able
to do

anything. If people could only recognize that, what a difference there would be
in our

services and in our churches. So I knew I had to work on the congregation before
I

could go back to the woman in the wheelchair and help her. Some folks thought I
was

being rude to this woman, or getting smart with her, and some of them spoke
right out

and said so. I said to them, "Now I want to ask you a question. If someone asked
you

directions to a certain place, but instead of fol owing your directions, you saw
that they

mistakenly went the wrong way, wouldn't you try to stop them or flag them
down and try

to get them straightened out?

If you knew they didn't know where they were going, wouldn't you try to get



them going

in the right direction?" They all agreed that they would. I said, "All right, this
woman was on the wrong road. She wasn't on the road to healing. She was on
the wrong road, and

al I did was just flag her down. Now I have her attention.” When I explained
that, most

of the people in the congregation took the brakes off, and I felt a release in the
spirit so I

could go back and minister to the woman. I said, "Now, Sister, did you know you
are

healed?"

She looked up at me, her eyes got big, and she said, "Oh, am I?" "Yes," I said,
"you are healed, and I can prove it to you by the Bible." So I got my Bible,
opened it to First Peter

2:24, handed it to her, and said, "Would you read this verse aloud please?" She
read,

"Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins,

should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.” I said, "Read
that last clause again." And she read, ". . . by whose stripes ye were healed." I
said, "I want to ask you a question. Is "were' past tense, present tense, or future
tense?" She said, "It's past tense." Then I said, "If you were healed by Jesus'
stripes then you are healed,

aren't you?" "Yes," she said, "I am." I said, "Wil you do what I tell you to do?"
"Wel ," she answered, "I will if it's easy."

"This is the easiest thing you ever did in your life. Just lift your hands and look
right up



to heaven, and begin to praise God because you are healed, present tense. Praise
Him

because you are healed, not going to be healed; you are healed.” She just looked
up,

and as a little child, she said, "Dear Lord Jesus, I'm so glad I'm healed." She
hadn't

walked a step yet. She had no evidence of healing whatever, but she said, "I'm so
glad

I'm healed. I'm so thankful, dear Lord Jesus. You know how tired I got sitting
around al

those four years. Thank God, my knees are well and my limbs are healed. I'm so
thankful."

Then I said to the congregation, "Let's thank God with her because she is healed
- not

going to be healed - but because she is healed." You see, faith is present tense,
not

future tense. You've got to get your believing in the present tense for things to
work for

you. Most of the crowd raised their hands and praised God with her because she
was

healed. Some probably said, "She's not healed. She hasn't walked a step yet." But
don't

you remember what our text said, ". . . faith is the ... EVIDENCE of things not
seen"

(Heb. 11:1). If you're going to wait til you see something before you believe it,
then



that's not faith at all. That's leaning to the evidence of your senses.

After I told the congregation to praise God with this woman, I turned to the
woman and

said, "Now, Sister, arise and walk in Jesus' Name." Immediately that woman
jumped off

that altar like a sixteen-year-old and walked and leaped and ran and praised God!

We had to get that woman's believing in the right tense. The Word won't work
for you

unless you get it in the right tense. As long as you're struggling to receive
healing, for

example, and you believe you're going to get it sometime in the future, you are
not in

faith. If it's future tense, that's hope. Faith says, "It's mine. I have it now."
Faith Is of the Heart, Not the Head

Then we need to realize that faith is of the heart and not of the head. I used to
have a

sermon I preached when I was a young denominational preacher called, "Head
Faith vs.

Heart Faith." I was reading John Wesley's books and found that he had a better

expression for head faith than I had. He cal ed it "mental assent." So I adopted
his

expression. Wesley said, "People mental y agree that the Bible or the Word is
true, but

they don't believe it from their heart."”

So when it comes to receiving the Holy Ghost, healing, or any answer to prayer,



Christians might ask, "What's the difference between heart faith and mental
assent?

How can I tell whether I'm really believing from my heart or just mentally
agreeing that

the Word of God is so?" If you are only mentally agreeing, you will say you
believe that

the Bible is true, but you don't believe it is true for you. You conclude by saying,
llI

believe the Bible is true, but I don't have my petition, and I don't understand
why." But

faith says, "It's mine. I have it now." Faith believes the Word and acts on the
Word of

God.

People come in the healing line in my meetings for healing or the baptism in the
Holy

Ghost, and say, "Brother Hagin, I know al these scriptures you have given are
true. But

can you tel me why I can't get healed?" or "Can you tell me why I can't get the
Holy

Ghost?" I always say, "Yes, I surely can."” They look at me and their eyes get big.
I respond, "It's because you just said you can't. The Bible says, ... out of the
abundance

of the heart the mouth speaketh' [Matt. 12:341, and you just got through telling
me why

you can't get your answer to prayer - because you said you can't. You said that
because

you believe you can't get your answer, and as long as you say you can't and



believe

you can't, you can't. But just as soon as you start believing you can receive from
God

and you believe you receive whatever it is you need, you will get your answer."
Turn Your Faith Loose By Saying What You Believe

Then I also say to some concerning healing, "Why don't you just act on the
Word?

When are you going to start acting like God's Word is true? Faith is an action; it
is acting

like God's Word is true." There is always some way you can act on God's Word
even if it

is only thanking and praising Him that He has heard you. And if you believe
God's Word

is true, you should act like it is true. Did you know it doesn't matter how much
faith you

have, if you don't put your faith into action, there won't be any results?
ACTS 14:7-9

7 And there they [Paul and Barnabas] preached the gospel. 8 And there sat
a

certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his
mother's

womb, who never had walked:

9 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving
that

HE HAD FAITH TO BE HEALED.



Now I want you to get the picture. That man at Lystra is sitting there. He hasn't
walked a

step, yet he has faith to be healed - the Bible says so.

Every believer has faith to be healed, but you have to act on your faith or turn
your faith

loose for it to work for you. The Bible tells you how to put your faith in action in
Mark

11:23.
MARK 11:23

23 For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain,
Be

thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his
heart, but

shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall
have

whatsoever he saith.

You turn your faith loose by saying what you believe. Faith can't be released out
of your

heart toward God without your saying what you believe. Faith simply won't
work without

an expression or action. Nowhere in the Bible do you ever find that faith is
released

apart from an action. Faith that is only in your heart will never bring a healing to
your

body or the infilling of the Holy Spirit or an answer to prayer. No, faith in your
heart will



not do it. But faith in your heart released through your lips will! Jesus said, ". . .

whosoever shall SAY unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into
the

sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he
saith

shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith" (Mark 11:23).

Notice this impotent man in Acts 14:8. He's crippled, and he has faith. Paul
perceived

that the man had faith. It wasn't Paul's faith that Paul perceived. No, the man
himself

had faith to be healed. He got faith from what he heard Paul preach. Paul knew
that

faith without action or works is dead. Paul also knew he was going to have to get
the

man to act on the faith that he had. Acts 14:10 says, "[Paul] Said with a loud
voice,

Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked." When Paul said, "Stand
upright

on your feet," and the man mixed action with his faith, he leaped and walked.

If you want to help someone get healed, if you want to help someone receive the
Holy

Ghost, or if you want to help someone get an answer to prayer, let me tell you
what to

do. There are two things that you have to work on: the believing part and the
action part.

If you act without faith, nothing will happen - it won't work. And if you believe



without
action, nothing will happen - it won't work. However, when faith and action are

combined, then the Word works. Sometimes folks say to me, "Oh, Brother
Hagin, you

just make it too easy for people to get healed." Or they say, "You just make it too
easy for people to get the Holy Ghost."

I always say, "No, it wasn't me that put healing or receiving the Holy Spirit on a
gift

basis, it was God. It wasn't me who made it easy, it was the Father who made it
easy. I

didn't put it on a gift and faith basis, God did." You know, for God to be able to
help us,

we have to keep our hearts and minds open to His Word. Faith is just as easy as
the

Word of God says it is, because God's Word does not fail.
What Faith Is - Part 3

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

- Hebrews 11:1

A modern translation reads, "Faith is giving sub-stance to things hoped for." We
need to realize that it is our faith that gives substance to the things we hope for.
If we're going to

wait until we get some-thing before we'll believe we have it, we're too late and it
won't

work. It's your faith that gives sub-stance to the things you desire or hope for.

We see this truth throughout the Bible, in the Old Testament as well as in the



New

Testament. In the Old Testament, we have a number of scriptural illustrations
that very

clearly give us the same thought as found in Hebrews 11:1.
For example, when Israel came into Canaan land and came up against the city of

Jericho, God told the Israelites exactly what to do. But in order to enjoy the
victory God

had promised, they first had to believe they received God's Word to them and act
upon

it. Their acting upon the Word was their faith in action. They were to march
around the

walls of Jericho one time a day for six days, and on the seventh day, they were to

march around the city seven times. Then when the musical instruments sounded,
they

were to shout (Joshua 6:3-5).

I want you to notice that the children of Israel shouted or acted on their faith
while the

walls were stil standing. Anyone can shout when the walls are down; it doesn't
take any

faith to do that. But their faith gave substance to God's Word to them. And when
they

acted on their faith, God's promise became a reality and those walls came down
(Joshua 6:20).
Faith Is Active

We need to realize, friends, that's what faith is. Faith is acting upon God's Word.



So many people, however, are waiting for answers to prayer to just come to
them. For

example, when it comes to receiving healing or the infilling of the Holy Ghost,
too often

people just wait for something to happen with a passive faith instead of an active
faith.

But if you need finances, for example, and you're just waiting for something to
turn up,

nothing will turn up but more bills to pay!

I met someone in Colorado several years ago. He wasn't working and he had a
wife and

five children, but he was just "trusting" God for something to turn up. Of course
nothing ever did turn up because he wasn't in faith. He had been at that church a
year, and the

church had been taking care of them. You see, this man was waiting for
something to

turn up, but nothing ever did turn up because he needed to get busy and put
action to

his faith.

God will help you meet your financial obligations, but from the natural
standpoint, you

have a part to play, and you can't just stay at home and expect something to
come to

you. You can pray and believe God, but then you must act on your faith by
actively

looking for a job, and something will happen. The same is true from the spiritual



standpoint. Too many folks are waiting for something to come to them. But it
won't come

to them as long as they are just passively waiting for God to do something for
them. No,

they must get busy and act on God's Word.
New Testament Example of Active Faith

I want to give you an il ustration from the New Testament which demonstrates
what faith

is. Let's look at a passage of Scriptures in Luke 5. First, we have the story in
Luke

chapter 5 of the man who was brought by four friends to Jesus (Luke 5:18-25).
Jesus

was in a house teaching and they could not get in because of the crowd. The man
was

bedfast - he had palsy - so they took the man up on the roof and let him down
into the

room where Jesus was. The Scripture says, "And when he [Jesus] SAW their
faith, he

said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.... Arise, and take up thy couch,
and go

into thine house" (Luke 5:20,24).

Some ask, "Just whose faith was it that got the man healed?" The Bible says,
"When

Jesus saw their faith." That's plural. That includes all of them. It was not only the
faith of the four men who brought the man with palsy in, but it also included the
faith of the sick



man on the bed too.

The man who was bedfast demonstrated that he had faith because how many
bedfast

people would let someone take them up on top of a house and let them down
through

the roof. We also know that the man who was bedfast had faith because when
Jesus

said to him, "Rise up," he wasn't any better. He was lying there just as help-less
as he ever was. Instead of trying to get up, he could have said, "Why, Lord,
didn't you see

them carry me in here? I can't possibly get up. You'll have to heal me first." But,
no,

when Jesus said, "Rise, take up thy bed and walk," the man with the palsy began
to

move, and when he did, healing was the result. If he had refused to act on the
Word of

the Master, he would not have received healing; but because he acted on what
Jesus

said, he did receive his healing.
Acting on God's Word Brings Results

There is a real spiritual lesson for us here. When we act on God's Word, that's
faith.

And when we're in faith, we will receive answers to prayer. If we fail to act on
God's

Word, just waiting for something to come to us first before we'll believe, we will
not



receive what we need from God.

I remember several years ago, a friend of mine told me of a service in which a
woman

evangelist ministered in the early days of Pentecost. This woman evangelist was

ministering to four people in wheelchairs. All she said to them in a very quiet
tone was,

"Rise and walk in Jesus' Name," and they all got up and walked except one. The
one

who was left sitting there in a wheel-chair, said, "I can't walk." The woman
evangelist

said, "The others couldn't walk either, but they did." The woman in the
wheelchair

answered, "I know they did; but I can't. I haven't walked in years. I can't walk."
The

evangelist had to walk away and leave her sitting there.

You see, when these others started to act on the Word that was spoken to them,
the

result was forth-coming. When you act on what God's Word says or on what the
Holy

Spirit may speak to your heart, then results are forthcoming, because that's faith.
You Can't Receive From God Without Faith

There was a woman in one of the churches where I pastored who was in a
wheelchair.

She had arthritis and the doctor had told her some years before that her body
would

become stationary and she wouldn't be able to move. He said she would have to



become bedfast or stay in a wheelchair and her body would be locked in that
position.

In other words, her body would be locked either in a prone position or in a
seated

position.

She and her husband never missed a service, whether it was a weekday meeting,
a

Sunday service, or a revival meeting. They were always there. I could pray for
that

woman for any other ailment and she would always get healed, but she never
asked me

to pray for her arthritis.

This bothered me, as there were several people in the church who had been
healed of

very serious conditions. Some of the people would say about this woman,
"Maybe it's

not God's will to heal her." But I knew it was God's will because it's His will to
heal

everyone. That doesn't mean that Christians aren't going to heaven because they
don't

get healed. It just means that they are robbed of a blessing while on this earth.

One afternoon, a smal group of church people gathered together and we went to
this

woman's house to pray with her. As we prayed, I saw exactly what God would
have me

do.



I said to everyone, "Move away from her," and I went to the opposite side of the
room

from her (we were in a large room). I said, "Watch, and don't any-one touch her.
Stay

away from her." Then I pointed my finger at her and said, "Now, Sister, arise and
walk in the Name of Jesus Christ." I'm a witness to the fact as well as everyone
else who was

present there that day that an unseen power lifted her out of that chair and she
just sat

up in mid-air away from the chair. She could move her arms, and she reached
down for

that wheelchair. When she did that, she just fell back into it.

The moment she did that, by the unction of the Holy Spirit I said without
thinking,

"Sister, you don't have a bit of faith, do you? You don't believe you'll ever be
healed of

this arthritis, do you?" She spoke up immediately and said, "No, Brother Hagin, I
don't.

I'll die and go to my grave with it." And she did. You see, you can't receive from
God

beyond actual faith. Do you know what would have happened if she had
cooperated

with God and with His power that was upon her? If she had cooperated, she
would have

begun to walk; she would have been healed right then.

The Holy Spirit Prompts, But You Must Respond



Too many people think that God's healing power is just going to move on them
and

make them do something whether they want to do it or not, or whether they
cooperate

with His power or not. No, that would not be the Holy Spirit; that would be an
evil spirit.

Evil spirits use force, and they try to drive a person. But the Holy Spirit urges,
prompts,

or gives you a gentle push, and then it's up to you to respond; it's up to you
whether or

not you obey.

I was conducting a meeting in a town in Texas, and a woman there had written to
a

friend to come down to the meetings to receive the Holy Ghost. She came, and
after

being in two of our services, she came forward to receive the Holy Ghost. I laid
my

hands on her and prayed and the Holy Ghost came upon her, but she wouldn't
respond.

I knew exactly what was wrong with her, but sometimes you can't tell people
what's

wrong because you know they aren't ready to receive from you. I laid hands on
her

again and the same thing happened. Stil , she didn't respond. I knew it would
take some

time to get her to see where her trouble was and it was getting late, so I just
turned the



service back to the pastor.

After the meeting when I walked out of the church and across the parking lot to
go to the

parsonage, I noticed this woman sitting in her car. She looked so disappointed. I
asked

the Lord to let me help her. The Holy Spirit instantly showed me how to help
her. I went

to her car and opened my Bible to Acts 2:4 and handed it to her and asked her to
read

the verse of Scripture aloud. She read, "And they were all fil ed with the Holy
Ghost, and

began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance."

I said to her, "Sister, who does that scripture say did the speaking in tongues?"
She

said, "Wel , it says the Holy Ghost did." So I had her read it again and finally on
the

fourth time, she was beginning to catch on. So she read slowly, "And they were
al filled

with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak. .." (Acts 2:4).

Astonished, she said, "Why, they did the speaking." She took my Bible out of the
case

and looked at it. She said she thought maybe I had a different Bible than she did,
but it

was the same Bible. "You know," she said, "I always thought that the Holy Ghost
did the speaking." The Lord had already shown me that was what hindered her
from receiving.



Then I said to her, "Now let's read several other scriptures so you can see it's not
just

one isolated passage that reads that way." I had her read Acts 10:44-46.
ACTS 10:44-46

44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which
heard

the Word.
45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as

came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of
the

Holy Ghost. 46 For they heard THEM speak with tongues, and magnify
God....

"Oh," she said, "I see it." I said, "That's two witnesses. Let's get three. Turn to
Acts 19:6: And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came
on them; and

THEY spake with tongues, and prophesied.”™ She said, "You know, Brother
Hagin, if

they'd cal ed me in to be a witness in court and the lawyer asked me who did the

speaking in tongues, I would have said the Holy Ghost does. And I would have
thought I

was tel ing the truth."”

I asked, "Now I want to ask you a question. When I laid my hands on you a
while ago,

did the Holy Ghost come upon you? Did the power of God come upon you?"
She

replied, "Absolutely." I said, "I want to ask you another question. Did your



tongue want to say something that wasn't English?" "Why," she said, "it was all I
could do to keep from it." I said, "You're not supposed to keep from it; you're
supposed to cooperate with the Holy Ghost. When the Holy Ghost gives you
utterance, you must have faith to act

and speak out that utterance. You're not supposed to keep from yielding to the
Holy

Ghost. You are supposed to yield to Him!"

Some people think they're supposed to fight against that urge to speak in other
tongues

just as long as they can, and finally, they will be overpowered by the Holy Spirit.

This woman hadn't understood that faith is cooperating with God. When she saw
that

she had to yield to and cooperate with the promptings of the Holy Spirit, she

immediately began to speak in tongues. Sometime ago I talked to a fellow who
had

been tarrying to receive the Holy Spirit for some fifteen years. As I visited with
him, he

said, "You can't tell me one thing about tarrying! I know al about seeking God."
He

knew all about tarrying, but there is a difference between tarrying and receiving!
Act on God's Word!

Another evangelist friend of mine said in one of his meetings that he was in a
church

early one evening praying, when a man came and shook hands with him and
said, "You

know what?" Of course, the evangelist responded, "No, what?" The man said,



grinning as though he were proud of the fact, "I've been seeking the Holy Ghost
for nineteen

years."

The evangelist said, "You haven't done any such thing. Jesus said, "They that
seek

shall find' [Matt. 7:71. If you'd been seeking, you would have found by now. All
you've

been doing is just hanging around the altar.” It seems that all in the world many
people

are doing is just hanging around the altar. It's time to quit hanging around the
altar and

start acting on the Word of God. Faith is acting on God's Word. Faith is an act;
it's

taking God at His Word.
Faith Is Cooperating With God

I was in one church where a man had been burned over the lower part of his
body and it

had left him unable to walk. He just scooted his feet along on the floor. We were
having

a healing service, and through a gift of the Holy Spirit, the Lord told me to have

everyone who had something wrong with their bodies from their hips down to
come up

first in the healing line. About twelve people came forward. This man who had
been

burned was the first one in line. I waited until they were all down front before I
told them



what else God had told me to tell them to do.

I came up to this man and asked, "Can you run?" It took him so much by
surprise that

he said, "Oh, my God, no! I can't even walk, much less run." Then I said, "Wel ,
the Lord told me to tell you to start running." This man didn't even give it a
second thought; he

just turned around and started scooting up the aisle just as fast as he could. The
third

time he came around the aisles, the Spirit of the Lord came on me and I jumped
off the

platform, grabbed him by the hand, and ran around that building with him.

When we got back to the front, he was walking - not scooting - but walking
normally! He

was perfectly healed! If I had not been able to get him to act and cooper-ate with
the

Holy Ghost, I couldn't have helped him. Faith, you see, is acting on God's Word,
doing

what-ever He says to do in the Word or whatever He may say to us to do by the
Holy

Spirit. To show you how much of a miracle this was, let me relate what
happened as a

result of that man's healing. The next night in the service there were two elderly
gentlemen who responded to the invitation to be saved. Both were white-haired

gentlemen and they looked so much alike I thought they were twins. I found out
later

that they were brothers; one was seventy-four and the other was seventy-two.



One of

the men in the church told me that I would be interested in hearing their
testimonies of

why they came to church that night. These men were next-door neighbors to the
burned

man who had gotten healed the night before.

These brothers had seen the man out working in the yard. They thought he must
have

crawled out to his yard, but in a few minutes they saw him stand up, straight and
well,

and walk to his house. They hurried over to see what had happened. He told
them of his

healing and what the Lord had done for him. They both came to the service and
got

saved, and one of the gentlemen was filled with the Holy Ghost. The miraculous
power

of God convinced those fellows of the reality of Jesus the Savior and Healer!

Besides the man who had been burned and had been healed, there were eleven
other

people in that line. One by one, as they ran, they were healed. When we came to
the

last woman, I said, "Sister, are you ready to run?" "Oh, Brother Hagin," she said,
"I can't. I can't." "The rest of these folks couldn't run either, but they did," I said.

"Yes, but I know I can't,” she said. I said, "All I know to do is just to tell you
what the Lord told me." So after she turned around and scooted up the aisle a
few steps, I said,



"Turn around here, Sister." She turned around.

I continued, "You didn't want to do that, did you? You resented those instructions
from

the Lord and everything inside of you rose up against what He said, didn't it?"
She

replied, "It sure did." "You go sit down then," I said. "I can't help you." God can't
help folks who won't cooperate with Him. But I want you to get this fact, friends.
Faith is

giving substance to things hoped for. Faith will eventually bring into reality what
you

have hoped for.
If You Believe, You Will Act

Years ago, in a vision concerning my ministry, Jesus gave me the best definition
of

faith. He told me about a particular situation that if I had believed His Word, I
would

have acted on what He had told me to do. Immediately I realized I had doubted
what He

had told me by not acting on it. So the best definition of faith is this: [F YOU
BELIEVE,

YOU WILL ACT.

That also relates to God's Word. If we believe God's Word, we will act as though
it's

true. Faith is giving substance to the things hoped for. Because I did not act on
what

Jesus had said to me by the Holy Spirit in that first phase of my ministry, I did



not have

any substance in my ministry. But in the second phase of my ministry, I acted on
what

Jesus said, and my faith gave it substance.
Act on Your Faith for Healing

People want healing for their bodies, and I can tell them just exactly how to get
it. We

find the answer to how folks can get healed in Acts 14.
ACTS 14:8-10

8 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple
from

his mother's womb, who never had walked:

9 The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving
that

he had faith to be healed, 10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy
feet.

And he leaped and walked.
Paul perceived that this impotent man had faith to be healed; yet the man was stil

sitting there crippled until he acted on his faith. The real truth is, every believer
has faith

to be healed. Someone said, "If sick folks have faith, they're going to be healed."

Oh, no, that's wrong, because you can't find any-where in the Bible where it
says, "If

you just have faith, you'll be healed." But the moment you begin to act on the
faith that



you do have, your faith will work and you will be healed. Yes, the devil will con-
test you

every inch of the way. But if you keep on acting in faith, you will be healed.
Act on Your Faith For Receiving the Holy Spirit

The same principle is true of receiving the Holy Ghost. For example, after the
Day of

Pentecost, folks were always asked, "Have you received the Holy Ghost?" (Acts
19:2).

They didn't ask, "Has God given you the Holy Ghost?" God is not going to give
you the

Holy Ghost. As far as God is concerned, He has already given you the Holy
Ghost. It is

up to you to receive Him. Receiving is something you do.

If you can't get people to receive and act upon God's Word, there isn't any way
you, or

even God, can help them. Some say, "I wish it was as simple and as easy as you
make

it sound." Well, it is! If it isn't, then I'm a liar, and so is Jesus, and so is the Bible

because Jesus said that the Holy Ghost is a Gift (Luke 11:13; James 1:17). The
Bible

says, ". .. and having received of the Father the promise [gift] of the Holy Ghost

"

(Acts 2:33).

Just how hard is it to receive a gift? Suppose someone asked me for my Bible,
and I

said, "Here it is." As I handed my Bible to him if he fell off the seat and began to



beat the floor and cry and say, "Oh please, Brother Hagin, please, please give the
Bible to

me." People would think he was crazy. They would wonder why in the world he
didn't

just reach out and take it.

My brother and sister, spiritual things are just as real as material things. God
offers you

a Gift - the Holy Spirit. You don't have to fal down and start beating the floor
and

praying, "Oh, dear God, please, You know I want the Holy Spirit." No, that's a

combination of works and unbelief. God said, "Here is the gift of the Holy
Ghost. If you

are born again, you can receive that gift now. You don't have to wait. You're
ready now

to receive the Holy Ghost."

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). You've
heard

the Word. Faith is acting on the Word that you've heard. It is you who must act
on the

Word, so get ready and act now.
What Faith Is - Part 4

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.

-Hebrews 11:1

Moffatt's translation reads, "Now faith means that we are confident of what we
hope for,



convinced of what we do not see." Another modern translation of the New
Testament

reads, "Faith is giving sub-stance to things hoped for."

Oh, if I could just get that over to people! But most people want to have the
substance

of the thing they hope for, so they can see, feel, or know it from the physical
standpoint

before they start believing they have received it. But your faith gives substance
to the

thing that you hope for when you believe you have received your petition before
you

have it.

In other words, what the Bible is saying is simply this: Faith is taking hold of the
unseen

realm of hope and bringing it into the realm of reality. We know, of course, that
faith

grows out of hearing the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). And through these lessons,
we

have already learned that faith is not hope and hope is not faith. Faith says, "I
have it

now." Hope says, "I will get it sometime." Faith is present tense; hope is future
tense.

Agreeing Mentally With God's Word, Is Not Believing With the Heart

John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist church, said that many people who
are in the

church are not really saved. They have just mentally subscribed to certain truths.



They

have agreed that certain things are true in their minds, but not in their hearts.
Wesley

was referring to head faith versus heart faith for receiving salvation or the new
birth; but

the same is true concerning healing, receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, or
an

answer to prayer.

Many times people who are agreeing mentally with God's Word think that al the
time

they are really believing. I'l show you how you can tell the difference.

Faith says, "It's mine. I have it now." Mental assent says, "I know I should have
it, but for some reason or other I don't get it." Those folks who are mentally
agreeing with what

the Word says are not believing; they're mentally assenting. They are agreeing
mentally

that the Word is true, but they are not appropriating God's promises for
themselves.

Many times people call hope, believing. But hope is not believing and believing
is not

hope.

People who only mental y assent to God's Word may say, "I believe that I am
going to

get my healing." That's still not faith, that is hope. People call that believing, but
it isn't believing; it is hope because it is in the future tense. I often hear people
say, "I believe I will get the Holy Ghost sometime," or "I believe I'm going to get
my healing," or "I believe God is going to heal me sometime." That's not



believing; that is hope.

Hope won't work for receiving from God. It is faith that receives from God. God
doesn't

say He is going to give you the Holy Ghost or heal you some-time or at some
future

date. God doesn't say that one single time in His Word.

For example, God gave the Holy Spirit to the Church on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:1-

4). All believers need to do is receive Him. And our healing was bought and paid
for by

the stripes of Jesus and by His redemptive work on the Cross (Isa. 53:4,5; Matt.
8:17; 1

Peter 2:24). What we as Christians must do is accept or appropriate by faith what
God

has already provided for us. "Well," someone said, "God promised in His Word
to heal me." No, there is no place in God's Word where He promised to heal
anyone. God tells

us that healing is bought and paid for and that it already belongs to us. It is up to
us to

appropriate that healing.
Thomas' Faith vs. Abraham's Faith

Now I want to go a step further and show you the difference between head faith
and

heart faith. Let's look at John 20:25-29.
JOHN 20:25-29

25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But



he

[Thomas] said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the
nails,

and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I

will not believe.

26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with
them:

then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said,
Peace

be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and
behold my

hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not
faithless,

but believing.

28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
ROMANS 4:17-21

17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him
whom

he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things
which

be not as though they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of



many
nations, according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead,
when

he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's
womb:

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong
in

faith, giving glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also
to

perform.

Can you see any difference between Abraham's faith and Thomas' faith?
Decidedly,

yes! Thomas said, "I won't believe unless I can see the print of the nails and see
the

wound in his side" (John 20:25). Jesus said, ". . . because thou hast seen me, thou
hast believed: blessed are they THAT HAVE NOT SEEN, and yet have
BELIEVED" (v.29).

Then look at Abraham who "... calleth those things which be not as though they
were"

(Rom. 4:17). Which faith is Bible faith? Of course, Abraham's faith is, because
our text

in Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of

things NOT SEEN."



Abraham is mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11 as having faith which pleased God
(Heb.

11:8-12). Abraham's faith was based on "... being fully persuaded that, what he
[God]

had promised, he was able also to perform” (Rom. 4:21). Abraham believed God
and he

believed God's promise.
Bible Faith

So here's a little formula for the faith that pleases God. You can make this Bible
faith

work for you. It is the same faith that Abraham used and it worked for him
because it is

faith that is based on what God has said.

1. Have God's Word for what you desire to receive from God.
2. Believe God's Word.

3. Consider not the contradictory circumstances.

4. Give praise to God for the answer.

Follow these four steps and you'll always get the desired result because these are
four

certain or sure steps to deliverance, healing, answered prayers, or whatever it is
that

you are seeking from God. Then notice Thomas' faith. Thomas' faith was not
based

upon what God said: Thomas' faith was based upon what his own physical
senses told



him. For example, Thomas said he would not believe unless he could see.

So many people say, "When I see it or when I feel it then I'l know I have my
petition."

But that's not Bible faith. That's natural human faith and any sinner already has
that kind

of faith. You see, real faith in God is based upon the Word of God. Real faith in
the

Word says, "If God says it's true, it is." Believing God is believing His Word!

I like something Smith Wigglesworth said. He said, "I can't understand God by
feelings.

I can't understand the Lord Jesus Christ by feelings. I can understand God the
Father

and Jesus Christ only by what the Word says about them. God is everything the
Word

says He is." Wigglesworth went on to say, "We need to get acquainted with the
Lord

Jesus Christ through the Word."

Too many people try to get acquainted with God through feelings, and when they
feel

good, they think God has heard them. But if they don't feel good, they think He
is not

hearing them. Their faith is based on their feelings, but my faith is based upon
God's

Word. If God's Word says He hears me, then I know He hears me because He
said so,

and His Word cannot lie. In other words, if my faith is based upon my feelings,



then I am

just using a natural human faith. I'm trying to get spiritual results with natural
human

faith, and I cannot do that. I have to use scriptural faith, Bible faith, and believe
God's

Word. And if my faith is based upon the Word of God, then I believe the Word
regardless of evidences which would satisfy my physical senses.

Too many people are trying to get Abraham's blessing with Thomas' faith, and
that just

won't work. We who are believers have the Abraham kind of faith because
Galatians

3:29 says, "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to

the promise."” And Galatians 3:7 says, "Know ye therefore that they which are of
faith,

the same are the children of Abraham." We have the Abraham kind of faith.
We're not

trying to get it; we have it.
An Example of Walking by Sight Instead of by Faith

At one place where I was holding a meeting, there was a woman minister who
had

come forward in the healing line time after time and never got her healing. The
pastor

asked me why. He said she was well-known in that area and there were other
people

who weren't responding for healing because they felt if she couldn't get her



healing,
they couldn't either.
So I asked the Lord to help me. If I couldn't get this woman to see where she was

missing it and what faith is, at least I wanted the Lord to help me show the
people in the

congregation what faith is. The Lord told me I wouldn't be able to get her to see
it, but to

use her as an example so the rest of the congregation could understand what faith
is.

When I came to her in the healing line, I prayed for her. When I finished, she
began to

feel the place on her body where she was sick. Immediately she said, "No, I
haven't

gotten it yet. Pray again." So I prayed again, and when I finished, she began to
do the

same thing.

Finally I said, "T'll pray for you one more time and then you can go sit down."
When I got through praying the third time, the Lord told me exactly what to do
to help the

congregation. By this time she had gone up the aisle back to her seat, and I cal
ed her

back down to where I was standing. I said, "Sister, I want to ask you a question."

She said, "All right, go ahead!" I said, "When are you going to start believing
you are healed?" "Wel ," she said, "when I get healed." I asked, "What in the
world would you want to believe it then for? You would know it then." She said,
"Say that again."



I made this statement to her four more times and she never did get it. But the
majority of

the congregation did, and afterwards, many of them came into the healing line
and were

healed. You see, she was trying to grasp that truth with her mind, but you can't,

because your mind can't grasp things in the spiritual realm. But if you listen to
your

spirit, there's something that responds on the inside of you because your heart
knows

it's so.
Divine Healing Is Spiritual Healing
Anyone can believe what he can feel, hear, or see. In the natural realm as human

beings, we operate in the physical realm most of the time. And in the natural
realm you

do have to walk by sight. But I'm talking about when it comes to Bible things;
when it

comes to spiritual things, we don't walk by sight. In the supernatural realm we
walk by

faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5:7).

God's healing is spiritual healing. If medical science heals, it heals through the
physical.

Christian Science, for example, heals through the mind. But when God heals, He
heals

through the spirit. Spiritual healing - divine healing - is received from God the
Father the

same way the new birth, which is a rebirth of our spirits, is received. Salvation Is



d

Spiritual Rebirth. You see, when you are born again, it is not your body that is
born

again, for you stil have the same body you always had. You know the Bible says,
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. .." (2 Cor. 5:17).
That verse is not talking about your body being made new. The new birth doesn't

change the physical man. The new birth changes the spirit man on the inside.
After you

get saved, the man on the inside is to dominate the physical man, and you will
have to

do something with your own body (1 Cor. 9:27). But it is the man on the inside,
the inner

man, that is born again. The new birth is the rebirth of the human spirit. Jesus
said,

"That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit"

(John 3:6). When a person is born again, you can't tell just by looking at him
what's

happened to him on the inside. But in the process of time, it'll show up on the
outside

too.

When a person is born again, you can't tell at the moment just what has
happened on

the inside of him, because the new birth is a rebirth of the human spirit. But if
that

person walks in the light of what he has, it'll show up on the outside. We've been



fooled

many, many times by people who have come to the altar. They pray and cry and
jump

and hug others and act so happy, but then you never see them anymore. All the
time

we really thought they had received something. But many times it was just an
emotional

experience, but not the new birth.

Then there are other people who come to be saved and who aren't emotional at
all. In

fact, just by appearance, you might wonder if they got anything at al . They're
not even

down at the altar long enough, you may think, to receive anything from the Lord.
But

many of these folks become very outstanding Christians during their lifetime.
You see,

what happens is our faith many times is based upon our physical senses. Now I

certainly believe in feelings, but I put feelings last when it comes to faith and
prayer.

God's Word comes first. Faith in God's Word comes second. And feelings come
last.

Too many people turn it around and put feelings first, faith in their feelings
second, and

the Word of God last. But those people will never be a success in anything.
Divine

healing comes the same way as the new birth. It comes through our spirit. It



doesn't

always show up immediately on the outside. Heart faith is Bible faith. The Bible
says, ". .

. with the heart man believeth . . ." (Rom. 10:10). Your heart is your spirit, and
healing

begins in your spirit. It begins on the inside of you and works to the outside.
Receiving the Holy Spirit Is a Spiritual Reality

Whether you realize it or not, the same thing is true about receiving the Holy
Spirit.

Receiving the Holy Spirit is a spiritual experience and not a mental or physical
experience. Actual y, we may call receiving the baptism in the Holy Ghost an

experience, but it's much more than that. In the new birth, the Holy Spirit comes
to dwell

in your spirit and your body becomes the temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor. 3:16;
2 Cor.

6:16). Then in the baptism of the Holy Spirit you are filled to a greater measure
with the

Holy Spirit so that you may live in the power of God to bless others (Luke
24:49; Acts

1:5,8).

The only reason your body becomes the temple of the Holy Ghost is that your
body is

the temple or house of your own spirit, and the Holy Spirit is dwelling in your
spirit. You

cannot contact God with your mind. God is not a mind. Then again the Bible
says, "God



is not a man" (Num. 23:19), which means that He is not a physical being. He is a
Spirit

(John 4:24). Now again, God is not "spirit" like some people think of "spirit". He
is a divine Spirit Being. You see "spirit" to many people just means an influence
in the

atmosphere somewhere. But God is a divine Personality. You can't contact God
with

your mind and you can't contact God with your body. You contact God with your
spirit

for He is a Spirit Being.

This is exactly where many miss it when it comes to receiving the Holy Ghost:
They try

to receive the Holy Ghost mentally or they try to receive the Holy Ghost
physically. They

are wanting a physical experience, but it is a spiritual experience. The only
physical part

of receiving the Holy Spirit is speaking in tongues; that is, the Holy Spirit will
give you

utterance, but you must yield to the Holy Spirit and speak out the utterance He
gives.

The utterance the Holy Spirit gives you comes out of your spirit. But you yield
to the

Holy Spirit and do the speaking.

Paul says in First Corinthians 14:14, "For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my
spirit

prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful." The Amplified translation reads,
"For if I pray in an [unknown] tongue, my spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me]



prays. . .." In other

words, it's the Holy Spirit within you who gives you the ability to speak with
other

tongues.

Many times when it comes to receiving from God, it is difficult to get people out
of the

mental realm, for they must receive from God in the spiritual realm first.
Whether people

realize it or not, many people are trying to reach out with their minds and
mentally

receive the Holy Ghost. When I see people trying to mental y receive the Holy
Spirit, I

have to keep working with them and telling them, "No, you're trying to receive
the Holy

Spirit mentally. You can't do that." People cannot receive the Holy Ghost
through mental

effort. In fact, when they are trying to receive, their minds must be quiet and
stayed on

Jesus.
Fleshly Demonstration Is Not Necessary In Receiving the Holy Spirit

Then again, in receiving the Holy Spirit, it is not necessary for a physical display
to take

place either. I do not care a thing in the world about physical appearances or
actions

being displayed when I lay hands on someone to receive the Holy Spirit. What is

important is spiritual actions - that is, Bible-based actions. People need to



receive the

gift of the Holy Ghost that God has already freely given by faith. I've heard
people

working at the altar say to those seeking the Holy Spirit, "Holler louder so God
will hear

you." If God heard people because they hol ered louder, then we ought to put a

microphone in front of them so they could holler even louder. Then God would
be sure

to hear them!
What does teaching people things like this accomplish? It leaves people with the

impression that it's physical action to which God responds. But God responds to
faith

(Heb. 11:6). Then again, I've heard people tel folks, "You have to raise your
hands

higher so God will hear you." If God heard you because you raised your hands
higher,

then it would be even better if you could get on top of the church building and
raise

them up. Do you see how ridiculous that sounds?

Doing things such as hollering louder and raising your hands up higher are just
physical

action and they won't necessarily produce any lasting spiritual result. If people
do

receive the Holy Spirit under such conditions - basing their faith on outward,
fleshly

demonstrations instead of on the Word of God - as soon as the feelings subside,



they
will say, "Maybe I didn't receive after all. I sure thought I did. I had a wonderful
experience, but now I'm not sure."

But my brother and sister, receiving the Holy Spirit is not just an experience. It is
more

than that. It is receiving the Holy Spirit, a divine Personality. The Holy Spirit is a
Person,

the third Person of the Godhead. And He comes to make His home in the
believer's

spirit.
JOHN 14:16

16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he

may abide with you for ever.
Receive the Holy Spirit, Then Speak With Tongues

The 