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The Wuchalé Treaty Provisions

I King Ushome 1 of By and Emperor MenaBl T of Ethiopia commit themselves to the [Wuchalé] Treaty of Friendship an
Commeoe = omee! poremit of paacssble =nd frendly relations for themselves and for succeeding generations.

There sl he Splomatic 20d comscler exchenges between Ethiopia and Italy which shall operate with the immunities an

Lot

Seoad bomdsry defiminsion Gne from Arafali on the Red Sea coast to the Sudan border with Halay, Segeneiti and Asmar:
"E_-_ ‘—E-_ ! E -i '-!—-id-_u

Dl Bizes somssery witin S i2%m zone is 10 remain Ethiopian territory in perpetuity and to be permanentl;
m?m-;*a;;S-Eﬁ&a;ézam?@m:mmchzadk:ﬁahhmmbypaﬁngs%ponduw.

I The Somperor cm mport=m=s Shroosh Massswa fres of charge and Italy will provide escort for their safe entry into Ethi opia.
£ Thew shal be Fer =¥ =4 commercial tansit of pzople between the two countries but no large-scale armed crossing o

Peopls of sach commry o= Eve, move 2nd do business in each cther's territory in accordance with the respective local law
= omneems

e

b= people Tom ooe t=miory become residenss i the jurisdiction of another, they will retain their faith or denomination.

Disg=ses 2omees ==%im residents or zmong Ethicpizn residents will bs adjudicated by a judge they choose and if the dispute |
Seswesm Toniz =3 Inelian residents the case will be adjudicated jointly by Italian and Ethiopian jurists.

b

R AR D R s S

IR Efommibemer Eiopian residents pass away within thejarisdictian of cne or the other government, their property wil
be sfeemrded vl Guly claimed.

11 Residerss of ome f=isdiztion who commit capital crimes within another jurisdiction will be tried in their own national court
2=d &= scoovdemees with their owa laws,

2 The o Govermments 2gree 1o exaradite nationals wanted for capital crimes.
3. ThE&qﬁsmmﬂEk:aﬂmummhaslavemdinginhisceunhy.
{14 The Treasy will be in effect throughout Ethiopia

i3, The partiss o5 the Trezty may change or amend the provisions of the Treaty five years after its adoption by giving a one-yea
aSvases notice regarding such intent; however, this is applicable to provisions relating to commerce and not to boundaries.

eIt

i$. For whaztever needs the Emperor of Ethiopia may have vis-3-vis European potentates, he can avail himself of the liaisol
services of the ializn government.

| 7. In the ovent tha there are two bids for goods or services of equal merit or value offered by an Italian national and by thy
masio=a) efmséwmmy.ﬂnh!hnnﬂ'uismbefammdbythempmn

18, The Treaty shall be written in duplicate in Ambaric/(Ethiopic) and in Italian languages and both have equal validity and lega
- force

~ 9. For Bis pert Emperor Menelik has hereby signed and zffirmed the Treaty in the presence of ltalian plenipotentiary Pietn

Anzonelli, on Myz2zia 25, 1881 iopizn Calendar) or May 2, 1889 (Gregorian calendar) at Wuchalé, Ethiopia, and it shall by
reified in Pome o the earliest convenience.

54
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:f“l. rarer mokome ut the esrliest convenience. _ TR A Wbl Ftltopin, nnt if shaf by IE
Hit R
..i ¥ .E:g ! .:!
iy fif
Hhsae M1
L OIS TR b8 it od bt d3 et " ) ; 1
-!’i.f:::h:"-; L ER IR A LIS PR LR IS, CM My e e LA LTI U I 108 TS S5 e, ot
s o LR b i
R o B
g e mE sy e t =
-;5;;-&-;;-’.-.-‘51 Italy's Chicanery H
HHR 1
i B
fla: Fraudulent depiction of the normal Wuchalé Treaty of friendship and commerce between two sovereign states as ;|
Y “protectorate” treaty to European powers. T
§ | i
Ac_:knuwledging Menelik as Emperor (King of kings) of Ethiopia in the Treaty but referring to him ambiguously as “Hi "
Highness™ to European Powers, as if Menelik were one of the many dukes and highnesses under Umberto. .
Rccogmzmg Ethiopian sovereignty under the Additiona! Zonvention (intended to persuade Menelik to accede to furthe £}
territorial expansions inland) signed in Rome five months after Wuchalé but concealing the reaffirmation of Ethiopim |
:2:11 sovereignty from the rest of the world. s
3 Deliberately mis-translating Article 17 of the Treaty from “may avail himself of...”" as “has consented to use...” [the 1
:{ 110 services of Italy to represent his international interests], illegitimately converting it into a “protectorate” pravision ari i
i) informing the signatories of the 1885 Berlin Act that henceforth Ethiopia was an Ialian “protectorate,” =0 flt o) '
24518 communications to and from Ethiopia should be conducted through Italy. '
LA
::‘r!;i
) 1 Concealing subversive communications to European and other powers, and appearing to carry on busincss as (s ;
fijiiziel| between two sovereignties. :
IR
tiy 1 Blaming the “error” on the Ethiopian interpreter, when confronted by Emperor Menelik and Queen Taitu, s
' i 1 Misrepresenting the boundary line provisions that were to {'e[!cct the situation asloi‘ the signing ol un Adl!ilimtu :
i;i "' Convention in Rome in October 1889, and insisting that it included lMalian territorial claims up to the time o 3
i22iie 0y ratification of the Convention by Emperor Menelik, which was to occur on February 25, 1890, ;
a4
P
‘?Eéa Attempting to deny outright that anything was wrong sending different messages to different quarters; trying to maki

:.ti0) French, Russian and other sources the culprits in any controversies and misunderstandings.

| Having exhausted every ploy they could think of, saying “let us leave everything as is,” !l'fal is, let’s just qphuid the
it way [taly has conceived of the Treaty and conveyed it to the world for five years anyway, in accordance with Articli
19, and then review it.

% | Declaring that all of Ethiopia was an Italian “protectorate” by virtucf of .lhc 1889 Wuchalé Treaty, on the one hand
.' 1 while on the other hand carrying on territorial conquest hundreds of miles inland.

i# . . . = 3 . A 'E
‘4431 There is an Ethiopian saying: “a brazen thief redoubles his insolence to cover up his misdeeds.” The ltalian diplomat &
i accused Emperor Menelik of breach of treaty and blamed him for the war between Italy and Ethiopia.
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