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Languages having missing or changing previous consonant or-
ders, vowels, pronouns, stress, phonological, morphological and
syntactic features can be traced back to older forms in manu-
scripts... having earlier characteristics. In the oldest Gospels (GGMS
and GIMS), some of the proper names of the Ethiopic letters and

their meaning can be reconstructed as follows:




FFh TAN
ﬁ%

The Ge’ez letters are called hoh#vat FUFT: because of F6:. They are
also called alephat [Plefat] A 44  because of aleph AN4: AA%: is

known as a cow (ox?) in Geez in Ge’ez but later in the translation of the Bible _
the term AA % is changed into Ach9™ as in psalm 8:7 /«A070%L:  @hfi:
AT = RL: @AV “All sheep and oxen,yea,and,the beasts of the
field.”/. Again, Ge'ez AhZ™ also refers to bread A%F°! Betelhem means the
house of bread. Again, AfV¥: iy the name of God f1ro; ATV PETE:
frev 1:8 20:6 22:13) Here, ARV is given to Christ /HCOPN:  AfYd.: /. Agais,
BN P4 is also AV K (A7 AN oA PRA: A4 A
AEFANNZ A (Ethiopic synaxarium of January/T€: 24 and Psalm
12:5,) (As explained by the researcher)

One interesting finding in the Go.spef.af bba Garima is the preservation of
the term 2786\, In the Gospel (St Matthew: 4:2) 274 {camel] is used instead
of the present 27om4).. The English transiationis : “And the same John

. had his f;aiment of camel's hair, and a leather girdle about his loins;
and his meat was locusts and wild honey.” At the same time, we
find the equivalent of calf it in the prophecy of Ezkiel 1:7, “And their
feet were straight feet; and the sole of thier feet was like the sole of
a calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.”
In the Bible, the names of the letters of the alphabet are ordered
before each song. in psalm 118 (119} and in the Iaméntation of the
prophet Jeremiah. Now, the names are influenced by sound chﬁnge
and can give different meanings. And the Ethiopic letters hold
different meanings based on the related word. They each start with
a letter each. However, the meaning of the changed name is not
secular. «Unfortunately,» the original meaninig of J4@< (+¢:) is
also related to the Cross.

' Amharic A% is also related 1o Adhd®

* As alpha i% to mean 1he begining ,Ethiopic letters have relations with numerals. Hence, this relation of lehiers and numerals is
used in wrilings and conununication.

3 Now days the meaning is also changed  into ‘devotien’,




Numerals:

Numerals: As mentioned above, Ge’ez n.umerals have relations
with Ethiopic alphabets.¢ Sometimes the Gospel in Abba Gsrima

- doesn't use the symbols { _) { ) at the top or the bottom of the nu-

I Ah TA

P e e R I II_ — e

meral .
GGMS/ GCTP/ GGMS/ GCTP/
GIMS GPTP GIMS GFTP
1 3 4 il i
2 7 & 5 e
3 7 7 7 7
4 Fi ] &
5 Z £ & £
6 z F 7 ;@"
7 F3 7 7 7
8 x F I 7
9 7 ¥ & £F
10 7 r Il £F
11 ra & & P
12 |~ 7@ 7 i
13 F I Ed zr
14 |7 ¥ 7 &P
15 | # I 7 P
16 Fd iz F JF
17 | # T I 7
18 | # % VY TPF
19 14 77 I PP
20 | #& & Vi JePF
21 A% 3 o7 PEPP
22 | A& ¥ i PPPPEF
23 Fid FF
24 i F.1g
25 & AL
26 Eid AL
27 | # £Z
38 # Fy
29 Fd X

‘i Ge'e2, citasivns of alphabers begin in letiers iogether with numerals and cardinals
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# . .Shows the present mathematical number system having

power such as 102,

UG XU BALP AdSH I NIARE

Q0AY® P /9-20%3 TCF owld PRL [RAYC - Rhje-py £9%
FIFQ Ok PHLIIMO (RISIL PAY-RAET POt AT LT
Dad Qr9-ANT TIICOICPT HEE P73 G°TT ANT Hife OPCA
1t W Tiar hha® 298 ¢ PoTomRl 10 RhL AG AP0 (1978 4%
P0 RGN Qhot HETLY EFMF RS T 4o (R4 ¢20d aohii-p
NG CFD: (LRAG aPLE PANE AN REE F.AR. RIRWIL £
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yIC: LT AIE AP ld-9"LCo° T 40T TOPeTILPT IR
ARE PANSOLT P PANTSELT PHENS PrrRb@ d0lAPF RIR
YL Pra@d GarI:

Kugese AET WA SRINELIT 47T WY SToen eyt a2
AT REAPT T Lh9eT MMPF §F@ P409° AEF ot R
G RT9° GIPRET MALT ACHI® A9°RC AL 1PA ooy Fend ki
a9 (AT ANAG &0 9PA KA Y NAILTIS® MAMLAAC &7 1PA
AATE KIRGI £ AL Pk anfavi e MNTALC KIC (MLée? Aéh
AChg [RIRT hALT AR SO RPCE BT AIC oM YR
PP PHMATE b7 havd (9YRS Nhav ePhhage Lty wi
ACRPF ShdE BT G40 PPRELIT MBI RACLLIHRG LT
ALI®Y IEFAT ATCOLIHLTCNTT | WA PEANTARY GFT
eOMPEOF DNALIF PEFLI°39° DAL, HE. 12570 - -

AGORE-PI90 (PHOPSE PAAME “16hAT MOFF mICh AT A4
Pl AL WL avwlel: ROR@ Y LANV-TCTT PO ARELNOET i
NF PN Pwl A hECH @PPh PoLFON J-gh Yo REShor £
QLRI LEA Lmbad 1TALE POAT - 04& TROTHPT ~C flover
2P oow PO LEA-RMLITON RILTFOT 4P TAPAL
LT LEA milld PHITar R AeHe S1n PATRRE LRAT Rk
Ny Rhe® ooLEYl AOATT LT AGSTE PPTFOP0Te- anc et
AT hméer hahg 3% LOAT M ~1-RbF 92Hrk 4007 PART
e RGTIPAY: LT A%Ike magt hihe 2C Lemana (-
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Phonemes in Ge’ez
_ Consonants:

The Ge’ez letters are most of the time called syllabary. The let-
ters can also be consonants that are not vocalized thaf is to say in
the sixth order. In this concept, the letters can also be called alpha-

bets..

Aa’rhough some of the sounds can not be known clearly, orthographically
-rhey Jollowed the proper way of writing. The Complexity, of putting the letters in
“aword is not shown. However, one can guess that similar preservation was kept

in the sibilants like in the laryngeals and the pharyngeals, Although in the lin-
guistic history of Ge ‘ez itself, certain phonemes become confused in the pronun-
cigtion, one will notice that quite several Ge ‘ez phonemes correspond to one Am-
haric phoneme. Although the pronunciation cannot be now kmown with certainty, |
'Ge'ez’ or Ethiopic seems to haye remained the spoken language even afier the
end of the Aksumite Empfre. This could be parallel with Amharic and/ or other
Semitic languages of Ethiopia. The nature and placing of stress in Ge’ez is to
some extent known in the imperfect form of the verbs, based on the GGMS rather

than the unvocalized inscriptions.

Development of vocalization in Ge’ez and some s:gnqﬁcanr sound chan ge.s
Vowels:
Vocalic correspondences
In Semitic in general, there existed six vowels.

Short long
2 a
i i
u 7]

2 is preserved in Ge'ez _
i disappeared and the sixth order becomes

17
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é remained fourth.

i remained third.
1 remained second.

The fivth e is derived form the Semitic ay, however, the present
pronunciation does not give any definite indication of the quality
and quantity of the Ge’ez vowels at the time when the Iaﬁguage
was spoken. Nevertheless, etymologically Amharic:

o(%) corresponds to Ge'ez 2
u(Ax) corresponds to Ge’ez u
ith) corresponds to Ge'ez i
a(%) corresponds to Ge'ez a
e(A) corresponds to Ge'eze
i (%) corresponds to Ge'ez #

o(A) corresponds to Ge’ez 0°

Vowels:
X % /fpreserved in accusatives and in some cases. 1ML F1aite BIK

a0 -1

A~
A, /AR
4 -4
o~ /R
A B/AAN
AN o \ ;
Some changes (vowel shifts) in the pronunciation of Ge’ez
A A a _ H X=N
A d-w _ Har- [k
A > B0 n LR 1
k> h-a | mk-aq
> B e HE -1
A> VU h -y -1
A> 2 _wo M2 n

s This ir. true for Amharic speakérs, not for other language speakers.
18
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As indicated above, in the place of the vowels 4 and M, other Ge'ez
words: A+ and AL corespond to the proto-Semitic Ad)+ and AL, neverthe-
less A and AE have a diferent meaning in Ge’ez. Unfortunately, they preser-
eved the sounds of & and % which are still pronunced as A@r and AL° re-
spectively. The semi -vowels £ and dr show changes according to the mouth

of the speakers of the language. The semi -vowels and the other letters that

have the character of the vowels: dhit/:F:h:0; are characterized by the follow-
ing changes: ' ' '

1 Mfinitive oYL o> PV

i . ‘ nah: AR
2.perfective avn > fvn P T AN
3. Imperfective 1010 > +AdN
Aol 47Ul
4. Loss in the mid b > ERA

All the changes that we see above were kept or were unseen in the oldzst
manuscripts and were pronunced as consonants, not as kinds of semi voweis;
but, sometimes, they take the sound of the semi vowels in a half manner, as @%
@i Fr L. ’

Examples.-'

Imperfect L736: 1> BTz

Noun 728: = 736/R:

Gerund - af s > N

@EP?: > D8 F: sometimes

Prepositions M R > LA _
Number CheRE > DhCPT T AP > ARPT
Possession AFPNRF @ > AL
Definite article \ @DEP= BLE ¢ the Goid
Adverbs ik > ik
Imperq!:’veﬁmive AAF: ;> QAP :sometimes
Verb to have anr: : > A
Noun : _ Ache’: > Qe

Ehdr means ‘or’ ;and AL roeans * what?'
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Proper noun:
&8 > - LLf):
ANLEY: > AT
Fodql: > FofAl:
¥ > Vit
Nz : > Caqsz
A%l > ALISN:
THEF: ) > THCF:
LT = ZrAs):

“Radicals, except the gutturals and the semi vowels are changed intg the
sixth / fourth / fifth or first orders, depending on the position of the gutturals and
the semi vowels. As a .resu!z, they influenced the general structure of the lan-
guage; if compared to the period of dksum. Laryngeals and pharyngeals ... are
physiologically connected with the vowel of tone a, and this is why in post Ak-
sumite Ge’ez, a well known rule is working ,according to which every 3 [ first
order ) becomes a (4" order) if its syllable is closed by !a;_yngea!," of course this
rule does not occur in GGMS, because laryngeals, connected with vocalic tfone,
have nothing to do with vocalic length {the only distinguishing A and O at that
epoch); but this rule is aperating in the fragmentary Ge’ez inscriptions of Aksum,
50 that the passagé Jrom vocalic quantity to vocalic quality in Ethiopic can be
dated at least o the first part of the 6’;’ c. A.D.7(T aken from unpubhshed text/
note of Professor Paolo Marrassini) -

In the infinitive, adjectives, noun formation...processes, Ge’ez
Jollowed its own steps since the period of Aksum. It is known that words men-
tioned above, were expressed in the form of the first radical rather than the forms
seen dafter vocalization. However, it does not mean that the words were not mean--
ingful. Even today, words that are expressed in the first order can give a mean-
ingful idea. And almost all the verbs of Ge'ez are expressed and written in the
perfect form and all of them are meaningful. In Ge'ez, insertion of vowels played
an imporiant role to see the present forms of words. Some other words are the
opposite of the present forms and meanings, and some of the words are pre-.
served in the present Ge'ez( in the curréntz‘y preserved (Geez) or Amharic .
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Even though there are some variations in Ge'ez and its forms thal give am-

biguous meaning, sometimes they are comp: omised with a certain style of pro-
nunciations. high level, low level, acute, grave accent and extra short.

Some of the sounds of the words in the Aksumite period are inserted and
pronunced as follows . In unvoiced, the midia radicdl, 2 >a G >
NI, In the unvoiced (before 0}, 2 > a { L&Y > do~(gemi)%::).In the

¢

second radical, 2 > § or and its impact in noun, adjective,

phonology, syntax, word formation and morphology was very
common *@LAP} >ovkAwr::. In the second radical, because of Al f

> 3 (morphology) *A% > A% In the 3rd radical, because of m, ¥ >

P i (omBh P PR Mh::). Because of @, AW (hd) > LADC::
Now FharC). y + 5 > e. Eg. Bi® (P > LHr (BHEB?): zenswe.
However, A4 > B4 and AFH > LARA have preserved f1::. The
function of A is to make compound nouns and prepositions. :: First
radical, because of A: ‘

l.a >4

20 > #" ooht = FHE M > Fhad b

=5 +2 >03 = f'/¢ =hdfnow} (hadd) = HL ( Now

AC):0=05 +wa >edlGON) > M i=a +y >e Now M) 4
(FAFT) (in Tigrinya, it means “to climb”) 4@ :: (Now 4f). In some
words, like the imperfect of 8Ad = LIAA = A seems to be
geminated, although the pronunciation cannot be known now with
certainty. On the basis of those changes one can be sure that Ge'ez
or Ethiopic remained the spoken language until the end of the
Aksumite Empire in the ninth century.

The pronunciation, the nature and placing of stress in Ge’ez can
be known in the imperfect form of the verbs based on.the GGMS.

The nature and placing of stress in Ge'ez can also be known
from the traditional pronunciation of nouns, prepositions --- used in |
Ethiopia " |
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In the case of geminating of Ge’ez consonants, similar indicators
are found as of the nature and placing of stress in Ge’ez. High level
tone includes imperfect, jussive, subjunctive (but not the 2nd person
plural, in the perfect forms), words not having ¢ Y77 at the end
and words that end with the first order. Adverbs, except Uf are high
level acute. With the exception of 4737°% and @A t? all pronouns (If
they do not change themselves from the sixth order to the first order
for the purpose of the accusative} are high level. It seems that
almost all the Ge'ez words were pronunced with high level. This is
because almost all of the words were written in the first order for
there was no vocalization. If the message is transmited /the action
is done for the 3rd person to the other person in the imperfect and
perfect forms but Ge'ez experienced phonological, morhpological
and syntactic changes through the passages of time. The time of
changes that Ge’ez experianced cannot be known, but can be
stated from the Aksumite period in which Ge’ez “started” to be
voealized. The following points can give basic features of the

changes in Ge’ez.

Unvocalized:

nscriotion in3rdC. AD. AD. AD AD. Site
7L 3GV A9 fGDR king of Aksum/ Ethiopia and south Arabia
(A.J.Drewes, 1965) . -

The letters are written in alphabetic way, They were written in the sixth

order and they might be pronunced with the vowel f. It is very dific ult to
give the level of pronuncation in this case.

Unvocalized :

Inscription in3rdcA.D. Site

i chard HA0Z Matera
AN AAR@U Dn
Afl vl A0
AL 5 XAy

(E.ullendorft, 1951)
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The letters are written in the first order. The level of the pronunciation seems 10
be under the high level It seems that they were written as a syllable.

semi vocalized,:

inscription in the 4rthc.A.D. Site
ang Farn Meroe
frd/ooRL/D

(F.L. Griffith) (DAE,VOL,P.50)

In this inscription, we see semi vocalized letters and the developmenr of
. writings, according 1o rhé pronuncation. Again, the pronuncation in (% level
seems 10 be very common.

Here, we can be sure that Ge’ez is not only a literary language rather it was
also a spoken language. And a Ge'ez word could have come into Amharic from
curriculum Ge'’ez or from a spoken Ge'ez or from literary works (mosily). We
can also note that the Ge'ez loan words could have come into Amharic through
the medium of the spoken Semitic Ethiopic, like Tigrigna, Tigre.

Localization of sounds and meanings
 Many scholars believe that the Greek word has been lent into Ge'ez which
has no /p, and so many Amharic speakers pronunce the word as p, with the
nearest native equivalent, /b/, but others carefully pronunce the word with /p’/.
But, sometimes we see nativization. Examples: 3a-ft > fAa@r-deft:: T >
¢l Thoo > 4 3ao:: We can also see localization in vther words after a
time. Favd- (Tyre) > 79947 Adu¥® (bread) >Ah9%: U > Ui~ =4
>80 0:

Some loan wbrds were taken from other Semitic languages,
also and especially form Greek {not semitic) and Hebrew... for items
found in the common Judaeo christian culture of Ethiopia. E.g:

Greek Hebrew

Sanape AasT: lbma Aoo:

pentenawi A 5L TE: sabakaton NMAP+L7

T The word Poongs days holds aning which means *‘absalutely". Far Zewd- (Tyre) present Ge'ez  texts

use 79%,

! According 1o kidane Wald , these words do rot show much sound and form  differences from Hehrow lungioge . prosabis
Jrom which they are borrowed. As we see, they ure inclined 1o be written in the first order as of the doumite inscriptions,
How Ge'ez borrowed these words from the Greek fanguage it the question of the rescarcher.
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| According to Abk’a Kidans Wald the pronunciatfon of the word
ssbak’stan in Hebrew is sabakotani, k has spirantization k'>k. But, it
is not reliable because Hebrew has k' sound than the Greek. May
be voiceless k > to the k' in the Greek translation or from voiceless
- Greek k > to the voiced Ethiopic k'. In any case, it is out the area of

the writer of this research. The Greek ones are however clear.

SUE PIAU LA PCR ADT 500 -

U - #% A7 AT el POl NG

A - DT RN APC BT AT POea- hAR AL WG

d - T RGN AL OLIS Z¥h WIC

a0 - pAg PImem RS WIZE hEA dory Egve avp e pRovg,

9% - AT (¢ WLLA AhA P 2PH ML hah IETe- heA
How'y .

» - hah IEFO REA Hood Imae G- AL «as

A - 26 A% FIMANTETO- hea naos xhan, £7% WC

F - AR DAL FA AT PATEFD 774 OL V. PHL %
Peraoni G

- 22 W% AThA NG $ad. ne

T - A% L TG4 PHE NG

7 - AT L 2 PTE YOt RTCT gavha YIC

- T A% AT XS %4 NG

T - «F LOOAA LA NG '

SUE PATPRL BRndt 4LEA P

£ 4R80T 17770 QAL TR DAL 1 §Fo-

g P L2471 nvt 05T oop ﬂm’-:\- "7 SFar
 pt@igte AS 8

amg® £ % hd,ﬂ- AL W&+t PIo ATIFAT [9AA -0 A w

!
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BUTE PCRE NkTeTF
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AT 9007 hih TEF0- heA Hovy
ANF3 oL Ly T PPN AT P4
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]

Some ancient manuscripts of Ethiopc are used in this work. Here, I would
like to acknowledge Uhlig. However his work did not consider Mauscripls of the

Akmmzre period.
Paleogrpahy [PCR 4&L4\:-
rx?In ngp. 7-’;] dtdl PGZII

R"'” P-ys _A.lkl 4-15 8"‘“
D'.“ fg"’s'l 8 ns‘; ¢- ' e
Cﬂ-wl-x-n l+/=ln 'g’-lu

']ﬁlll h-sa 0= T
3 «m X=u Z-(?} O'h
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This is explained by Ashar and mostely stated as letters of sabeans. But
when we examine them, some of the letters were preserved in the GGMS. And
showed the pictogPaphic nature of the letters of the language. The shape of the
letters is very similar to the numerals. '

Introduction: Paleography is the study of various systems of writing. Ac-
cordingly, Ethiopian manuscripts are dated in three ways:

1. Bythe year of mercy
2. By the year of the world
3. By the name of the king

Among the three ways by which Ethiopian manuscripts are
dated, dating manuscripts by the name of a king of the period is the
most common. However, if the period of the king or his personal
name is not clearly mentioned, we are forced to use other mecha-
nisms fo know the period of the writing of the manuscripts. Accord-
ing to Uhlig, there are five main periods in Ethiopian paleography.
These main periods are: the period of inscription during which we
have many inscriptions written in Ge’ez and the Greek language,
the second period covers the period from 1330 to 1 450. This period
is called the transitional period. The third period, from 1450 to
1550, is called the period of circular writing system. The next is
from1550 to 1650. It is characterized by thin and slender writing
system. The last one is the Gonderian period writing system This is
characterized by the gulh (thick or bold} and the raqiq (thin) script.
Somne of the letters have shown changes from the first period to the
other period, but, some letters do not always change. So, changes
are not always the features of letters in each period. The Sfollowing
are the characteristics of the changes that we see through time.

o was closed at the top and started to be separated in the 16th century.

79+ the vowel sign was directly attached to the body of the letter until the 1 6"
century. .

@+ was closed until the 157 cenrury like &=

s The left leg was bent until the I5th century.
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‘The system of the Ethiopian letters and their shape includes a rectangular
shape with very good proportion and curve also slopping down. The Ethiopic
letters and numerals have some similar features. '’ Some of the examples are seen
in the oldest Gospels.

4 : has an oval shape until the 17th centizn’.

& It was like the Greek beta until the 16 th century.

g: was rectungular until the 16th century.

£ was like the Ethiopic number Seven.

When we observe.texts of Aksum we see some variation from the
work of Uhlig.

GGMS holds forms of letters, which are different from modern
their form, and can be éxplained as follows.

Present time < GGMS
A <The serif at the end of the horizontal line is attached either at
- the muddle or hung below.
4 <The right leg is shorter than the left.
X <The circle is attached directly to the whole body of the right leg.
4 <The left leg is occasionally shorter than the right leg.
4. <The right leg is shorter than the left.
1 <The left leg is occasionally bent.
1< The right leg is shortened.
< The right leg is shortened.
1k The left leg is a little bit bent above the vowel marker.
The right leg is shortened (a little bit).
K The right leg is a little bit bent and the foot is like a foot of camel
and horse shoe. It is sometimes bent at the left.

7 <lt is very similar with number Z
It is bent at the top and thick.
Occasionally it is like the sign “>” but with longer a leg and
curved circle, .
£ <Has ne right leg. Has a shortened Ieg‘. It gives us the graphic
picture of fish. .
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£ <The vowel marker is attached at the top of the right leg.

4< The vowel marker is at the bottom of the right leg with a short-
ened leg. Keeps, also, the vowel marker of (#7), at the top of the
right leg.

A£< Has no left leg.Jt has a shortened leg. .

4 Has no leg but bent on the line. It has also a dot at the right and
left sides. - '

£< Has no leg but bent on the line.It has also a dot at the right and
left sides. ' '

A< Has a short corner in the vowel sign rather than a curve.

V< It is very difficult to find ¢ because of the pronuncation of ¥as .

V< The left leg is bent at the top. Some times, the left leg is a little '
kit like a curve. '

¥ <Has the circle attached directly to the body of the letter.

< Has the break low on the left side. The bottom is also more
pointed in some linear forms. '

w: ' _

@< The vowel sign is near to the top bf the letter up ward.

® <The leg is afforded to the main body (very smooth} and leg is left
to be used only to vowel marker. |

# < The circle is occasionally attached directly to the bottom of the
letter.

@ < No difference between the 2nd and the 6th order.

# < The vowel marker is placed on the left down.

I <has the left leg curved. And is shorter than the right one.

# < The leg in the mid is short. And some times longer than the
other. '
2 > a in the mid.
Eg. 0ATF: > AP
Both Zhd.:: and Rdhd.: s now charged in to Ahd.::
LRAG:: > BRAF:: > LAF:: (Amharic.)

4= The right leg is shortened. Has vowel marker in it's middle.

, <Has the right leg shortened.
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4w < Has the right leg shortened.

A< The vowel marker is like the present vowel marker of 1 in the
sixth order, '

< The left leg is broken /bent. But vccasionally it is not. The line at
the top is very short. '

‘X The entire letter is slanted to the right.

4 <The vowel sign has a sharp corner instead of a curve.

< The circle is attached directly to the top of the letter with out a

connecting line.

3 1< Is more or less similar to fl.

i <The two legs are almost equal.

A <The vowel marker is attached with the main body. The vowel
marker of 7 and & have similar appedarance. _

1 <It seems triangular and not a straight shape. The left leg is
shorter than the right one.

# <the vowel marker is on the corner attached with the body.

om <the two circles are attached on the top but sometimes closed to
‘the top.

o7 the space b/ n the two circles is like a triangle.

@o< the vowel marker is on the top of the letter. _

7¥ the vowel marker is slopping to the left of the bottom part of the
letter. '

The vowel marker is attached at the mid point of the lower part of
the right circle. "

#° <the vowel marker is attached to the outer part of the circle of
the left. | )

The vowel marker of the body is bent towards the right.

i <Has a short leg.

#<Has the bottom line turned to the Ieft

# < The vowel sign is thick and turned left wards.

#< Has thicking of the top line. |

¢ <The vowel szgn is attached with the main body
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Z< Is like a curve, but the line in the bottom is straight.

/& Thickening of the top line.

i, <Has the right leg shortened.

< The top the line is bent to wards the left.

(i< Thick sloping to the left of the bottom part of the stem.

#< The vowel sign is large.

< Sloping to the left of the bottom part of the stem.

ux. The 2nd curve is directly attached in the mid part of the Ist
curve.

o< Has oval shape. Is like number 4{of Ge’ez) or a triangular form.

= The vowel marker is in the middle.

3. 4 74 <The vowel marker or sign is attached to the middle of the
letter. But, it does not extend below the bottom of it.

£< Is found between the Ist order and the 7th order.

£ < The upper line is longer than the lower.

P <lIs like the upper body of £ but with longer leg, slopping left-
ward.

h <l is like M.

h< The right leg is shortened.

3< Has the stem curved to the left.

% The circle is attached directly to the top of the letter without
making a curve or half moon.

In conclusion of this topic, one can say that more than half of the letters are
closed at the top. A few letters are circular and closed (¥:@:0:F:6). A few let-
ters are opened at the top (ex.:-t/¥t#). The letters are proportional in length,
size and width. They are rectangular and circular. They go downward. (The Dat-
ing of Ethiopic Manuscripts, by Donald M Daviés)

SUTE PIAH 238 PAPTD @NNP 125 - ANSTE NarMF

ASOQ T -
AR - G etmne LR M-

A - K
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h - BlhIR
h— &

h - /&

h —IBIhAnD
b o B[P

AGr AS AL TIFBO} b 2GS h £9°% mled-F RITA: £ AWS
AL héd ASOL NowBSFa A3L+12240 PLAR BT ThH £3a9°
Lkt LLAFS®  heHF AT A384P maam hH I
PASALYT ML PAF@ h:: :h: WS 0 GF@:

030N AR gy (T1: gD
Ahh:: Ahk

PARITL ava = Mivh
- AL 24U
TA0A > AN

taothl > FIUL
FHLA o0 nLPmé. hun > ghA

AL DAL £PSTF@ AGOF OTI32 PN KdlCF CH0A A5
LT (RSO, RIL LA AILEBNT::P- @ P B mAg9® thd.ix ¢+

e TS ASTTPAY:

NALL _B211g > R
hy T > TIR%
H ' e > A
o&¢ > oL e
ooyt PL L A > M LASAN
€T ANEe? >NhCPs *
ALet > aet
RISHA, h7°ahY > hIeAnY
g9 oCe > .../the Gold
+@Ah 0 ch® > Qht
FH4H Nag > AP
o901 M e > ¢
hye 0AC > QhC
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f+HRm-? oy

& Lé > Gduth

HALEN > AN

eoe > LOE
T h > T
nca’s > NGz
Polo1.E0 > hCTFD
L0 > CEN
Frewd) = £ i

hALD = AVED
WYL = . hi
P+ = LB+
Py = e dt
HhC £ = HhC£h
HIC Adh = AL hA

Sound changes and the problem in accent
Internal changes of consonants are also ldenhﬁed in Ge'ez
since the earliest available Ge’ez manuscripts.

GGMSS/GLMSS/ GIMSS > GCPT/GPPT
Aﬁﬁc"”?ﬁ’:{ /s k'ro Yawi] askoroti ANPCT P Pos k"orotawi} P> A~
AL [ farmativas] arimathea ACEEREN: : [Frmatyas] 1 > T
24N FF : [getesemon]gethsemane 2bATIL: [getesemani] P > &
#4IRA: [l aranyus]a place of a skull #&-0 [k'aranyus] F+i1 > £
IENL : [magdslawilmagdalene . o IRAPTfmogdalawi 4> A7
FELGhTT: [kraforna h om] capernaum PECGI: (K ormahom] #>F7 Lo
Pov-g:- [gimura [ tyre : LR [gimura}] 7 > 7L o7 > 7
APErh:f Ayyarthal fharicu AChs >[Ayyariho] P 2 PPk >h
7919 {gihannam] hell 9™ [gihonnom] 7 > 7
IAAP:  [galelawi] ' ANPifgalelawi] A > A A > 1
RFFLRD’an yawi] { Tpontius . A WNSE D an t'yawi]

PLECP R arnawi] LLTP:{h orenawi]
2M24:golagota] 77 fgolgotal
AANI"fsli bham] : : AL d=ifsali b om]

L3P ninawe] ¥ P:fninawe] .

aer: fsaryal BLE: [soryal

SH&P: [nazret] = . THLr [nazret]

AP [ Pyyorusalem] : /'Lf"r’-lM»?" [ 7ivysrusalem]

*Here, the change is simply sound change.
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~ Proper nouns : :
P Y2 B : [rakeljRachel > hed): fra boel]

AR 20 [labdewos] > AP0 [lebdewos]
AALPLL:. [ relfivas] > AAEPN: [felfiyos]
FoFA:  [yaSeklob] Jacob > POEAL: [yate k'ob]
7 T [noh | neo > % fnox ]

/Ay - [borban] : > Ay fbarbanj
ALTLEN: [ faremiyas]Jermih > ACIFN: [faremiyas]
FLFN: [mar klos] Mark > TPCE: [fmarg k'os]
ABARAA:  [bSelzebid] > P RAHMA: [bSelzebul]
ache (parakiva] > NOHE [beralpd]
Unchanged Proper nouns _

BIA : [dan fiel] Daniel = 83%A\: [dandiel]
AT [felyas] Elijah = AN [Pelyas]
P21 : [yohonnes]John = P H1: [yohannes]
AP1: [dawit]David = ABR7: [dawit]

ngvrE: [smion]Semon = NI F:{smlon]

AAMLT T [elsabet/ ]Elsabeth =« AAMLP?: [Zelsabet]

H

HACEN: [zakkaryasjZechari HACFD: [zelkaryas]
MIChA: [gabrfiel]Gabreil PHE : [gabr fel]
Although in the linguistic history of Ge'ez itself, certain pho- |
nemes become confused in the pronunciation, one can notice that
quite of the several Ge’ez phonemes correspond to one Amharic pho-

lI

neme.

The impact of ¥ FF A () ¥ U (dh T} inthe change
Forms of nouns -
Oov: [ Yomat] year > Fomi: [famat]

v . .[hag_ar] country > Y7 [hagar]

? The change fram ‘t into & is uncommon in (e'ez, but becavse of the loss of the sound of the gutturals .now there are many
changes in the guurals.
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A2L07: [sr¥a1] way > A0 [irsat]
N0 [saSat] hour > N3 [sa Sat]
onge: [ 2lam] world > INg”: [ Salom]
Sound Change

Examples:

P$I° : [lPom stood (nounj = #%stand [K'om] (Imperative) > #8°:: stand [k'um]
Fov:: he stood  [kloma] = Pov: they stvod[k’omul]

A7 fast  [s’o.] (nounj= R fast [s'om] (Imperative} > X% fast [s'um]
Roo: [s'oma], st > Mom:: [Poms] '

AAA:: [s'alfa] hated > vk ft s lla]

In infinitive we can find loan words particularly in:
- #£7: ;- 'he praised him’ PLN-ar::
sh:: - 'he blessed him’ Qtr-ar:

Here, Amharic preserved the archaic form /the oldest Ge’ez
form rather than the present Ge’ez one. But in the intransitive- .
verbs, Ge’ez tried to change the first order into the seventh order
because of the assimilated letter as: AL:: > hd:: ="went’ A
(Perfective)> i (noun)> 4 (imperative) AL :: at that time refers to
noun, perfective and imperative. Brhd-C:: > Ldhad(:  (fbba Garima)

>PhOC:: ftoday). ¢FAe: ¢ = PTAR : : ‘He killed him’ Now if PTAS
is geminated at 22 it means ‘they killed kim’ LDEL > DLL,

A and ¢ have similar characters:

ooRA: TBRA::  BIRA:: > auRpii BIRA:
fng: : ne:: BAAS :» > A0:: BAid:
AL L Al BERLY: > &CY::  BFSY:

A is different from ¢. It is the causative marker, but it is lost in the
imperfect form as:

APt BAPTA:: LhPTA::
S PP7A:: PEIA::
APTANN:: FhPT:: FHPTE

PAA: P
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The word, in which the above letters are found shows phono-
logical changes in the imperfect; but follows its own house (verb
type). The ab__ove letters affect all the letters forms /4 to T in reading
and pronuncigtion. We find: @ in the 2nd and 7th order, f in the
3rd and 5th order, and A4 and VU in the 4th and 6th order. E.g:

L3a:: o LA D LA I
' S A B
Yy T LAd D | BAL
- > B4 > Bh
had:: : L LhaC::
. e/ FharC:: Bt
L - LOm: : (Amharic)

Al the letters, where @ is present before or after them, cannot
be the 2nd or the 7th order. P changes into the 3rd and 5th order &
changes in to the 2nd and 7th order. |
@:- as the final radical changes in the tmperfect changes from
the 6th order in to the 2nd or the 7th order. In active Hd@:: Gils: :
{mp. And Juss).In passive 14 rp: BTl
@:- as the middle radical changes the begmnmg of the verb
{Imperfect) in to the 7th order Ad::; Rov: : [ Al *No change in the
' infinitive, imperfect ...., & in noun formatton avoids (because of
assimilation) the suffix or the prefix, Examples : @i:: = 977 ;
DLF:: = oo BB:: : @AL:: = oo DU = il anL:: =
. eoAg:: And other forms of nouns include AP BATT Lbd
@LP1): LCEF  (@CRT). Jussive/order: P L >mLP
Amharic/@ with Guttural and semi vowel BAF7-.
- f: as the final radical changes the Imperfect from the 6t order
in to the 3rd order. Examlpes are, &LF:: LLdG:: FP:: Pl 718
" B7%:: P as midial (vice versaj changes the 3rd order into the
6th. Examples are P58:= T8 L= L. In Gerund the 3rd :
“6th: @A Not @O4Ps @IAP: Not @3AP:. Again the 1st order :
Sth order: 7{’(# : >TEW: o > R OPao; ¢ 2P Bov: ;> Yoo,
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Changes in dentals or inter dentals:

ARdom: ; [s%alma] become dark
Re¥: [s"afana}
A [s’agur]  hair
A [s'ew]  salt
RC#: [sar k'] dress
foukl: : [d’amodas]
Bovd:: - [d’amara] - added
gam: : . [dsba 2] caught

v

v

1L 1 : [Eaffons |
AP agur] i B E'gar]
&ar:f &aw]
BCF: [Er k]
W vre : [Eommada]"”
el fsommoraf .
&flmn: : [Eabbat’s]

A3

aafoo: : [Falama] | ‘

VoV v

v

>

Other significant features or changes in pronunciation
1. Assimilation: It is a process by which two sounds that occur

close tdgether in speech become more alike. Examples: gowama>

qoms. _

2. Dissimilation: making sounds more different than they were be-
fore is common in the transition’ form Ge’ez in to Amharic.

OINARIH DBR>DEE.

3. Changes in Lenition or weakening...: affect only consonants.
Consonants can be classified as stronger or weaker on several
different scales; the following are some of the changes seen in

the history of Ge’ez :

Voiceless. . Voiceless Voiceless Voiceless

velar pharyngeal velar pharyngeal

plosive fricative plosive fricative "

ZhA: > dubuld AICh > Al

Simplex Geminate

wr > 7f(Gem.) [goyeys>goyys]

Voiceless Voiceless Voiceless  Voiced

dental dental velar velar

plosive fricative plosive plosive |
> AP ghow > piov

A

9 quamg, is also cquivalent to Man g
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T

Alveolar - nasal palatal
ALE> ARE/Y

voiced - poiceless
dental _ dental
fricative fricative

ATIAUT> AIART

Geminated Degeminated
Mih# > A7 geminating Ge’ez (there are many Ge’ez words)

Deqen}inated . Geminated _
n7e > 7€ (Gem.) bowed {Amharic)

Snirantization of velar plosive
Ry > T} (the source is the book of Mar yishak)
Voiceless Voiceless

dental

fricative palatal
fhao > iheo(Amharic) .

Palatal approximant nasal
N ¢
Voiceless Voiceless Addition Loss

dental dental P& H> PN - P from P H

- plosive emphatic
A > m
The most national development principle
Final vowels often dopper
"V * become Voiced between vowel
Stops, become fricativesfunder certain condition}
Consonants become voiceless at the end of words

AL N

“’I‘hiskindnfcha.ugeisnotmmhoomnwn'm(}e‘ez,bmthemmeisverylﬁe._
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stop
fricatives approximant, glottal stop > F (palatal approximant) :

ao it > 7o) E

voiced
bilabial liquid
Ao > VAR EAY-
Voiced bilabial glottal stop oral stop
Bilabial nasal nasal nasal
plosive (stop) liquid
TN > aoeaec ALY > ALY
Voiced voiced '-
velar velar
plosive [Iricative

R > TRED:: 2RDH> IR UGem.)

Classical Ge'ez had no phoneme (V), though it did have (f) which

" had a wvoiced allophone [y] between vowels, so that nafs, for.
example, was pronunced with [u]- as it still is to"day. This, the word
we now spell over word initially, however, (&) could only be
pronunced as voiceless (f} as it is still today in native words like

Jfaldg, - - -

Orthography and Problems of Mishmnunciation :

Significance of the Gospel to identify the sound Ohe: Rehf: wie:
fid#: .«As far as we can tell from the archaeologtca! ﬁndmg in
Ethiopia, the Sabean alphabet is sazd to have had twenty nine .
symbols. But by the time when Ge’ez is said to become a spoken
and writlen language in common use in northern Ethiopia, If this
veiww of Geez as a child of Sabean is right then it took over only
twenty Jfour of the twenty nine Sabean symbols In addition, two
new symbols (p’) and (p} were invented to represent sounds of -
Greek and Latin loan words.» L , _

"Besides, by the time Ge’ez stopped to be a living spoken lan- _
guage and /or was replaced by Tigrinya, Amharic, and other lan-
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guages, further chdnges took place That meant that the use of all
‘the three different symbols ¥ 4 . jecame unnecessary, since all
these are now given the same pronunciation h. Fur!’ rmore, both &
and f are pronunced as (s}, both § d’ and & as .$%, and both A
and 0 as (a)." However, all nine symbols of Amharic are taken
form Ge’ez, which was the language of literature in Ethiopia even
until recent times. Similarly or particularly, after the fifteenth cen-
tury, we see the changes of the consonants in & and n: GGMS/
GIMS a23717: om37/%4: AATr: OATr: OCAh: RCA:  OL7 (some
changes after the 15th century).

A .
> A

Shift of sounds:
The following lefters show changes through time in phonol-

ogy ,morphology and grammar;
A>horo during the grave accent
& ¥ hore | may be directly & /
> Yo " " _
&> 4> o Yore " " > Y
b2 Yore " S
N> wor
us
AP R
o B> £ oro
o2 ore
o #ak org
£> E/E or o (in Amharic and Gadlats of Ge'ez)
1> M
ﬁ ﬂ . P
i 7 or o ~(in manuscript of Mar yzskdk) oo
% Bors .
ne> Foro
P#> ¢ or g geminated
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PA .
JI> 7 Or o geminated
¥3>¥ oro geminated.-
hh> b ore geminated |

Problems of tlnispronunciation/ Problems of phonology

That is Ge’ez letters which could be considered phonologically
akin to one another, in the early days of the language’s history.
However, the letters that now represent the same sound ,used to
have phonological variants .There are ,for example ,the three types
of h. When we see the some texts, we find them full of mistakes com-
pared to the early GGMS.

Exainples: _ -

"The Lord called his servants" "A9HA Aw0 [high level]” APCH0-
' "The Lord called her " ATHA A@rD [acute] HEY

They (Fm.J called | DAEF R Ffhigh level]

All the above have the same pronunciation in the SJourth order
not even the fourth order of the reason is but according to the Gos-
pel of bba Garima one can see that the Gospel preserved the way

of writing. ON€ > ONe,7 A is not a there pronunciation of Ge’ez it
use influenced by the semi vowels 016 really follows the rules of
word formation process in Ge’ez.

y ¥4 > A.&V_ :
DERA: : > @EAA: :
Mhh LLAD-P3: |
Tk LLdaD-£3:

1chi £.200-F:

" 1fh is written in 0 the meaning will be completely differcnt. Ge'ez has many  words that change their meaning because
of the tone found in the fanguage. Words could change their meaning according to the pronunciation. Even some words show
difference in meaning if the propuncistion is zero or not.

B 0L follows the normal form of Ge'sz words and adjectives. It means it is not affected by the gutteral. It seems more like a

noun rmther than an adjective, ) '
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Generally speaking, the Ge’ez letters have their own function
not only for orthographical purpose but also in the melody,. poetry,
morphology etc. Hence, if letters are not properly spelt and pronunced,
they may shift the meaning and the structure or the grammar of the
language.- However, there are some traditional scholars who use
these letters with out the understanding of the general rule of the
language, they followed from what or where they have learnt. Houv-
ever, in the past, the scribes were punished or cut of their hand if
they did not write the letters properly. This was practiced during
Emperopr bakkafa, in the Gonderian period. (Admmasu Jemberie:
12). However, even before the Gonderian period some of the writers
violated the proper use of the ortogaraphy, the witness is the the
theaologica aethiopica of Job Ludolf. This day, there are many
Ge'ez words written with out the identification of the the proper
place of the letters. A very good example is the Ge’ez dictionary of
kidaned Wald kifle which has many Ge’ez words having two or
three options to write one sound. Hence, the problem is not only of
Ambharic but also of Ge'ez. That is why many composers of poems
and writers, write them with out the indentification of the letters.

Punctuation includes drop, three dots and others. Example;
Hi: N°707F:: ZTHA: Al 2 HH: Hov-::

JOTL nPne-

PEET PIRU APAOF NF° + PRA > NF° + FRA FPRA + 9N o
RI838 Crv9DAT FavLoI DT PRAL Q9 QRO A0T AICTF NIRH
AL RIANCLD LLAA: RIRO (PO (17 PACTD O-NNP ADP Th
U N9°F ANELT PRAT [FRAT ROPLT O9°F “Iahtn PRI (LA
PRLA® KIE, RUICT ATRU AAT7.0¢ T30 KRLLEAT: ATICT Rb&
AR ANTOL0 THQT R eAFoIIR MRH KROICE hoondd-t 04+t On'h
DT 1L hAE RAAEI® Lmed° RILWIC aolBPTF pme it
AL AR ATHE AZIL £2CO0T N + AT + £C1LT AT
MHC QLY M+ RCLT + AT AT ATATHSS M- 4+ Gl P £C
1t AIRAGT PoLmden PR Ah&FF AGIFATE QT K3k
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: FF4h AT :
$OP POLNVTD AUILTFT DATTE PAFTFE mAOFT AFET LN LT
ARGCR R AE DR &0 RN RAGHT KILTLE KT IAE
PrCree LB 3% GPALR 7T PhASR mpeTr A PNETIEL
NImAhSD AIAIRE ATCHT AT AFCme AIRIAE PATIY
em RGLTPAT: TAH ML 412 hetT AhPoA Yol pori
9oah WFRAG > hoThER > APty WL ATICH RH 23R M0 '
Wb PR NIL N9° APPEPG PUICTY RIRPT Amber QT TEPAL
ARBAD Fat memepee KR PRLE TG (CLRO £ o
I PALING ENTAE oI P-PATT MNrooptvlt WICAPAT:
' gan, hhaae st :

IhH PP ATICT AL

A0 > Ay s me

AN > AA > mA

ALO > hé- > mé-

AL ch > Al > . me

Achd. > Ré. > RiM4.
O i A= fi] Adeb

oL > 8chf > Bche /mht

and 0. : aop0 - ' 4

W ARG CRCOTRD Fact (4F  Aroopht gvwd Eay
ghi RSTIPAT: (oo Tyr9® W FHILRT NA%ICE NP LTEA
At @ L9 TR TPIINET PhE ORF NAATY RIL"TIFar9°
Fab quida eoA0*T PNLCT T MO AT RIETIN PECITAL
pong-soyt - pory - POIAT AT REEmber POy LR eATICT IR
aowit INH RIETY AILANT: P00 M6

v la® - hi

Ui AT - A,

hwy - hy — AT

AP0 - ATY ... PThH AT CTO-n

eTigr erLeamANtO NATICE AR’ ONT TRYE 3 £hiA
£Ch WIBADG PA PFAT PAPNE” »C0T AAE erLenhtanr 14T

L
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P T redme- NG FNed [Nt el ATPAA oy Lmé-
APARTID: ALY APRTIPIO- ooTiy}  PAPA: (HFaRoI6  POUAT
¢eh aqUE aeonCon eYLFN FOAL LLmé-h TTNF @
MhmPAL KTICEFT T ANT RIRPFT W0l C MY it O-Am-N9°
NPCHET MDY COT-0LFE-1IC TPRC LD FAMNT A& ATAT

AYFAP: hh383E PLP°R ATmF ONFEC: ORCIT TRY AYICET

ALY hIFF® heA HwY EoC (r1-fdes 12T L0039 0397
CF Tt RAARN L£9°RFI APEMC PLLI AT PoA HET® A (A
£9° PIRU £24-Rche® PRAC HOGF POINAF NIEF® - TIF0 hea-
HoeG R3RT9° hHOY. 4% (134 M17EC HO™Y PHN4GD 227 RhE
CINEY Peo-p PAR AT PHORY-0mAGTHE SF@ TEF0r hEA- Hovd
PROICE 20-Rhe§ bR 8RB e3@EQd PO% EPRCH HoPIgo
PCA Nem Ty AG PIAN 23R hAD PR AE AIRC ATICTT *TIA
T TINGdl PGA Y0 RIIAT QT HOvY pACE APTF RILHG
009044 Brt . TROTEPF NAANHATO FLB pLo- (VT £
(v Py PRUT HoPT NFmAlt 17 T4 LAAT £ULPANNGD: ThHD
NF ALTF AmPAL 153 T7 0Fy Y0

- Syntax

The translation in Ethiopic has expanded continuously since the

coming of the Nine Saints. In memory of the Hebrew professor Ak-
~ lawer, Biblical scholar and promoter of vernacular translation, it is

fitting to say a word about language types as théy influence trans-
lation in the Ethiopian language area. The two major language
types as characterized by whether the verb comes at the beginning
or late in the sentence must be given special attention by transla-
tions in Ethiopia. Most of them are working from engines with refer-
ence to New Testament Greek, Old Testament Hebrew, and possibly
Ge'ez. These languages are of the SVO (subject- verb- object} or the
- similar VSO (Semitic) type with the verb near the front. The Ethio-
pian translation whether Semitic, Cushitic or Omotic languages

presently being produced, are of the SVO (subject- object- verb) type -

patterns. However, the Ge’ez status was mainly VSO type.
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The earliest Ge’ez phrase structure is Noun + Adjective. Adjec-
tive + Noun was often used. This shows the internal development in
Ge’ez. Again, the syntax in Ge’ez includes the earliest Semitic one
that is VSO, and at the same time it uses the SVO. Here, it can be
said that Amharic and Ge’ez probably developed these changes
through time. Ge’ez also uses related words in its literary docu-
ments. This change occurred, not because Ge'ez speakers suddenly
decided to move some phrase form one location to another, but
emerged because of a long term tendency to shift various discourse
functions from the VSO imperfect to the SVO perfect. In Biblical
‘Ge’ez, then, a shift in the markedness of two competing construc-
tions led eventually to a major syntactic change in the language, a
change in its basic word order.

Grammattcalization, Typolegy, Harmony SVO condition of

Unmarkedness OSV /marked not so ordinary Shift of marked-
ness. _ L :
Like other Semitic languages, only Biblical Ge’ez had two dis-
tinct sets of verbs form /Aspects, called the imperfect and the per-
fect. The imperfect forms were used most of the time for most pur-
poses, while the perfect forms were used only occasionally for a few
purposes. Importantly, the imperfect forms normally required verb -
subject- object (V S O} word order, the ordinary word order of the
language while the perfect, a marked form, usually required a
marked word order, SVO. Here are two examples from the book of
the Gospel: ‘ '

DEAN HICEN AoAAR

‘And said deayas to the angel’
[Imperfect]

Mcht A7HANNC 0EF /}d}uﬂw?-

This change occurred, not because Ge'ez suddenly decided to
move some phonemes from one location to another, but merged be-
cause of a long- term tendency to shift various discourse from the
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VSO imperfect to the SVO perfect. In Biblical Ge’ez, then, a shift in
the markedness of two competing constructions led eventually to a
major syntactic change in the language: a change in its basic word
order. Grammaticalization, Typology harmony, and Syntactic
change analysis of the structure:
‘A copula: The Ge’ez copula is the verb to be which, at the same
time is, used as a pronoun, a demonstration.... some examples:
a. A W9 arhr
'While mute is’
‘While he is. mute’
b. vkt Al AP
He 1s a righteous man’
CAr @At MIChA
‘Tam Gabriel ’
d. Chi A3f.
‘Blessed you'’
‘You are blessed '

a.fh. f9MEL
F3h TN AT
BA8. TAN NN L1~ RCAEP?

A-RCALLT AH- HEoGd P16 M43 77T (ovTris AZEY kel
LIT AU VAT ormd9e AOR AT REACHET (PALOLE
R 180T ML AAL2 ALY TOAL ARG ftaRd hEP ST - GULAT
A NN YO (et-RCNESE t-omiRCE (R ed et gtuceT
OANCNEEIT 9°E (LFT MENCOELT PAAMs “T0hAT (A-RCALE?
P0G 10T NI BLIAT '

QAR TIF® Y0+ 1Sk Heh RS POPHQT TG AL PLE9S K&y
AL PAT@ TELAC LFCE THLNE PA PP R1-BCNELT PUT
ok WA miat §4 (Lo M@-50 HREF PoLoransat: PATERS (L
ONEET PTRNE 29-RahF T £3% A3L°Thita mALP ANCISAT

AHA-L ki PATEERS LP-hCOEeY “16ha-T9°uCT Q927 AHo
CF MHET AIATANT: (14, MAT ~COE-ATUCT 1oy 3903
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@R h$? QL RIP AFNTAAR &.eﬂ'a'-f- Y a-wuc;b-‘f-
POLNC @YY FUCT Lt Wb RCDLES 00ROl b H-LP (HhH
I8 P PAC LAFT REPOT QAN ARV Gtwés 1ETF T AA
+F LR Nétr RTE AATF ADh, GAAT ALA ACh ACA Af-+ana
AHOTE avihanGA: 2T AF AT avgepsd RCAD (17900 AQLS Yo

AT RAIGTY:. FRoDTT AULTIS D NG AUVILFD AFD §3C e
WFF@F MLt-RCAEET RMI°LD TLPA: QGVA T IO +ATL
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The GGMS Gospel mentions king Armah . It mentions him with the
repairing of certain churches by him A7 ACovh™ F72% dhidlr ¥ A+
T RT° AhIOHF T Armoh the king built the church of Mary of Hamzat *
The question here is “ who was Armah?’. The problem here is to know the fime
when Armah ruled. However, it is difficult to know the exact time when Armah
reigned or as Kob:‘shonov says "at the pre.ﬁ‘enl time, we are not in q position fo
say with certainty how many Aksumite kings bore the name of Ezana or Kaleb or
Armah or Gersem etc. Almost every historian and numismatist has a somewhat
different opinion on this core”. The fact that he was a ruler in the Aksumite
period is supported by evidence in the coins that hold the name Armah. But, still,
it is difficult to know whether it is a nickname like Abrha or As'bha; if needs
further investigation. The name Armah is a Ge'ez word from romh. Hence, the
evidence that encouragues the time is linguistic and palaeographical evidence,
The name ramh itself is the same pronunciation like the other semi vocalized
words in the period. But, the same evidence could be a linguistic and
paleographical one.

We find this name word in the Bible (chronicle-1 12 :24). Tariks Nagast also
mentions this name. The meaning of the name Is hero, ﬁghler....the root of the
name rmh means io fight. . B

Tt is known that A% the pronoun, is found from the inscription. It is also
found from the Gospel of /bba Garima. The name Arma# is very similar to the

vocalization of some words in the period. This, therefore contradicts the idea of
Getachew Haile who claims that the marginalia were added later times. This is
because the vocalization of some words is quite different from present usage.

14 5w is written without the influence of the gittural 4 because o whent commes with % the guttural changes «w from the
first ordr to the other ordr.

* AP {5 8 place found to the south east of Adua.

1% In the GGMS, the researcher found A% which is very close to A% Although it is not a sufficient reason, the Gmpef shows the
presence of present Amharic forms of nouns....And this also a very good evidence that the language of the inscriptions and
the Gospels are very close in terms of phonolagy. As a result, in this regard, there is no way to say that the Gospels seem to
be written afler the Aksumite period Even the presenve of the Amharic word A3 of the inseription is very old than thet of the
Gospeis. Hence, who wrote the Gospel? Was he influenced by Ambaric speakers? Or were there present Amharic speakers in
the period? Was he himself Amharic speaker or was t.’we/!mhanc diatects are these questions of the researchet,
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