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The Pursuit of wigq
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(1.1 Knowledge

n-"'""" is the most powerfyl tool ;

. uences the way man lives and ;
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in our conception of distance and e W a5 brought a
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an reach people in any comer of the world. Mobile teleph
echnology- for cxantnp!c. has reduced barriers of communication 'Fhm
has facilitated effectiveness and productivity on a global scale f’laci

ed by great distances can be easily reached in hours as a;
qavel has become more common. : i

N the hmdﬁ of

Due 10 the technological developments, which are manifestations of
(nowledge, the world no longer seems such a huge place as had been

hought In the past. Through knowledge, society continues to change.
You even see a transformation in yourself as it has the power to
Jfectively alter your social status.

Many great names in the world are linked to remarkable
whievements. In Ethiopia there were great personalities whose
«hievements will long be remembered. We need to respect people
with knowledge and follow in their footsteps to help change and
ransform our country.

11.2 The Significance of Knowledge
Humans have 2 natural tendency to want to know more about the
Nﬂc'ﬂwy have an instinctive thirst for knowledge. Hw require
isowledge to harness and reshape the environment they _lwc mn. It has
' h’—’tﬂl power on earth. Humans improve actions of past
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on P“"I" issues based on knowledge.
¥ ﬂhﬁ knowledge accelerates the development of the country.

j],d Information as a Source of Knowledge
lmlﬂ'"‘ helps us to develop our knowledge.
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being knowledgeable ang

thcy need to gather as

posslble ilm ’ﬂneaf the methods through which we can gather information is
h.
,W | €an use reasoning 1o g ughm:ﬂrc
- g,;ll’l ‘carrying out research you identify different sources of
o .' 5-Tg {hﬁmahun and data in various formats such as books, jounals
give siluallnn
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' - ‘other written documents, and these would be available in
I' Byughmmgdgcurm‘ ora

raries and also in other educational organizations.
antitative data, in the form of statistics of grades achieved

previous years, could be found in your school and in other
al establishments including the Ministry of Education.
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¢ Interviews with 1

data, and/or a survey ©
could reveal information t

¢ Other sources in wrilten, numer
as practical work, art and music.
o Thus information can & = communicated in a variety of way,

Once you hiave gathered your information You need 1o interprey ;
This does not simply mean [ransl?lmlg it Into | a 1anguagﬂ }_m;
understand. If the information 15 quanluam-u,_ you will need 1o identif,
wrends from which you can draw conclusions from the fags and
figures. If it is qualitative, you will need to cnnszﬁer how much can b,
relied upon. and what can o cannot be substantiated or supporieg by

other evidence.

You need to carefully analyze the information to draw out that which
vou will need. At this stage you will evaluate what 1s important ang
'wh.u is not. You can then discard that which is misleading or
superfluous. You can then use the remamning information to justify
your study and come up with conclusions.

11.5Reading for more Knowledge
One way of obtaining knowledge is through reading. You can read for
many different reasons;
¢ it could be for enjoyment.
¢ Learning or understanding.
¢ Reading is to get more knowledge. For instance. reading bﬂﬂ‘fﬁ
about Mars will enable you to know more aout Earth’s
neighbor.
In your Grade 7 chemistry textbook you have would have leam
atoms. You have defined an atom as the smallest piece of 2 simple
substance or element that, when combined with other substanc®
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forms molecules. You haye also

clectrons, protons and neutrong Yﬂl"::d thu.it s made up of
discovered the knowledge about atom “:llldy 8 T
the world and the developmen ““ﬂd{rm Many changes you see inl
made by scientists. Scientists discover n:? are

are studying, observing and reading. Apant frq ® .
kmowledge, you should also read for A i

read further. When we find a subject
to find out more about it, often through readi :
books. Reading for pleasure develops our reading skills in uh: areas

Developing a reading habit means to m ;
(mowledge. The habit of reading mu::;ﬁ g
read and make it a culture. If you give more time to readin g, then it
indicates that you are on the right course to developing the habit. The
more you read, the easier it gets.

Reading is one of the comerstones of formal and informal leaming.
When you are able to cultivate the habit of reading you will become
an informed person. A great reader is a person who does not waste

his/ her time for no use but one who reads continuously to get ever

new knowledge. Aim to be a great reader and aim to contribute to the
development of Ethiopia.

11.6 Developing Reading Habits _
The habit of reading is linked to the pursuit of wisdom. Developing 2
reading habit expands the frontiers of knowledge. Some societies I
the world, particularly the industri

habit of reading. A widely read population is also an informed public

alized countries, have developed the .
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¢ Myths are unscientific stones that people would like 1o tell ang
beheve.
Until the making of the globe and maps etc. there was a myth (hy !
carth was flat. But, after the Great Discovery of the 16th Century, j,
was proved wrong. Until then this myth had obstructed the eXpansion
of navigation and trade. Although myths are important, lhtjf should
not be a barrier to develop our culture.

With knowledge, the world has transformed a great deal.
¢ Knowledge is key to improving the life of people.
¢ Knowledge, wisdom and truth are tools to a good life.
¢ Governments are making use of knowledge to improve the
living conditions of people.
¢ Knowledge is truth. Knowledge creates the force that changes
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A. it means o be serious in life of
p. it means to be able 1o Quide life
C. itmeans not to be rationa] on ll:‘h:t basis of |
D. it means to do good 1o others & .

7. What are the components of | ;

A. Information B. Truh edge

3. The lowest lt.m:l of awareness abou e
A. Information C.U 1t Somethin

p. Knowledge D. Wisdom

A. Television C. Radio
B. Commonsense  D. Observation
The skill of using information invo .
& ivons? S oneof ke oy
A. Making generalizations from the information
B. Checking reliability of the information
C. Trusting the truthfulness of the source of information
D. Keeping sources of the information in secret
6. Which one of the following could be a very important source of
information for a Researcher who wants to study the impact of
HIV/AIDS on the social life of Ethiopians living with the virus?

A. Interviewing individuals living with the virus
B. Reading international news papers

C. Reading scientific medical jounals

D. Interviewing medical doctors and specialist

—————————"
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7. You have learmt from vyour civics lessons that
‘ I

lﬂ‘lmm are spolrn mn F,Ihiupla This form of kKnow
A. Concept C. Data
B. Fact D. Generalization

8. In order to be a good citizen that can contribute (o (),
of your country, you should be d““'ﬂran,
A. Aggressive C. Powerful |
B. Knowledgeable D. Authoritative
9. Which one of the following groups of activities used ip,
scientific research is in correct chronological order? picd
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A. Problem identification, information gathering, informg,
analysis, conclusion and suggestion on
B. Problem identification, information analysis, infurm;,.,un

gathering, w and suggestion
C. Information gathering. problem identification, informayq,,
analysis, conclusion and suggestion
D. Information gathering, information analysis, problem
identification and conclusion and suggestion
10. Which one of the following indicates the purposes of reading?

A. Discouraging literacy
B. Preserving dogmatism

C. Promoting tolerance
D. Searching for information.

Part Il — True or o
| Reason is related to knowledge.
2. Data helps to obtain knowledge.
3. There are myths that are important to know.
4. The habit of reading is essential for your life.
5 Man changed the world through knowledge.




