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Region is expected to get developed and provide major
contributions for the economy, capacity inadequacy is

observed with those govermmental as well as non-
governmental bodies and organizations involved in
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BRI X | undertaking various activities in the water sector in the

Region, and it is thus found necessary to co-ordinate the
independent efforts of same to attain better result:
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WHEREAS, with a view to enabling water resource
developing and supervising offices to discharge their
responsibilities efficiently, it is neces
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WHEREAS, it is believed appropriate to efficiently
organize the sector in order not only to prevent drought
disaster happening on human beings, animals and nature
as a whole due to persistent shortage of rain occurred in
our environment but also enabling to ensure food
security at family level within a short period of time and
eliminate poverty; and thus as the resource is precious, it
has to be given proper protection as well as conservation
and economically developed to be in use and the
remaining able to be transferred to the coming generation
without being polluted thereof;

WHEREAS, it is found appropriate to create conducive
condition in which a system of integrated water resource
management is devised and implemented as well as the
resource is uniformly managed in the Region, and for the
facilitation of same it is proper to designate in law a
responsible and supervising body that co-ordinates the
work;

NOW. THEREFORE, the Council of the Ambhara
National Region, in accordance with the power vested in
il under Article 49 sub-Article 3(1) hereby issues this
proclamation,

PART ONE

General Provisions

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as “The Amhara
National ~ Regional ~ State ~ Water  Resource
Development Bureau Establishment and
Determination of its Powers and Duties Proclamation
N0.99/2004."

2. Definition

Unless the context other wise requires, in this
proclamation:

1. “Water Resource” means water on and under
the surface of the earth as well as moisture in
the atmosphere excluding of mineral water
and geothermal deposits indicated in the
Federal Government Mining Proclamation
Neo. 52/1993.
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“Water Resource Management” means
activities that include Water resource
development, utilization, conservation,
protection and control

fater Quality” means the description of the
characteristics of water defined by its
physical, chemical, microbiological,
bacteriological and radiological parameters,

“Water works™ means any man made work
constructed or to be constructed for the
purpose of putting water to beneficial use and
includes diversion, damming, developing,
digging or drilling, clearing, examining,
controlling, purifying, measuring,
transporting, transferring, desalting dike
constructing and other related works.

“Basin” means a geographical area described
by the watershed limits of a water system
including surface and underground waters
flowing into a common terminus,

“Bank of water bodies” means land whose
boundary and /or distance is determined by
the supervising body and by the relevant
public authority and includes any area on
which water body exists.

7. “Water institutions” means to signify those

bodies which are engaged in the activity of
collecting, developing and distributing the
water resource found in the Region by various
means.
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PART TWO

Establishment, Accountability, Objective,

Structure and Power of Water Resources
=———=1t aTC _ Ower ol Vater Resources
Development Bureau

3. Establishment

l. The Amhara National Regional State water
Resource Development Bureau (herein  after
referred to as “The Bureau”) is hereby
established as an autonomous Regional State
Executive Organ and member of the Council of
Government as per this proclamation.

2. The Bureau shall be accountable to the Rural
Development Bureau of the Region.

Objective

The Bureau shall, pursuant to this proclamation, have
the objectives indicated herein under:

1. Produce healthy and productive citizens by
providing clean potable water and sanitation
services for the people of the Region through
the exploitation of the water resource of the
Region.

2. Create conducive condition for the insurance
of food security and expeditious elimination
of poverty by collecting and developing water
resource obtained from rainfall as well as
from water on and under the surface of the
earth at smaller or higher level and thereby
causing it to be used for irrigation, producing
electricity, industry and various other
services.

w

Ensure that reliable system is designed and
relevant data is maintained in order that as the
Wwater resource is expendable, it has to get
preserved at basin and sub-basin levels without
being wasted and contaminated and thereby get
same transferred to the coming generation
through the making of urban as well as rural
sewage disposal in a way having not caused
environmental pollution,
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5.

Issue, remew and cancel a permit, in
consultation with relevant bodies, concerning
the water resource of the Region including
research projects where a request submitted to
it to dig water wells, construct and employ for
use catchments development activities,
disposal of Sewage or drainage and irrigation
as well as hydroelectric generating dams and
other water works:;

Make designs or cause same either in its own
initiative or when a request submitted to it
from relevant bodies regarding water works;
and issue certificate of competence in the
field as well as a permit to make use of water
bodies, and collect appropriate fees from
same thereof;

Devise and implement uniform and equitable
assessment procedure for cost-return of tariffs
regarding water tariff of the Region and its
cost-return, and conduct studies or cause same
thereon;

Supervise that the quality standard determined
for the water used for various services as well
as the standard of healthiness set for various
basins is met and implemented in the Region,
and when found necessary cause the water to
be treated by undertaking check up through
employing physical, chemical, biological,
bacteriological and radiological examination
mechanisms;

Employ meteorological and hydrological data
for development activities by gathering them
from relevant bodies and thereby analyzing
and distributing same;

Provide the necessary support relating to the
conservation of water resource, in particular,
concerning cross Region water bodies and
activities undertaken by Federal Offices in the
Region;
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. Cause, in cooperation with the relevant

bodies, bank of water bodies to be demarcated
and protected;

oute various Region-wide

policies/strategic plans, directives, standards
and manuals concerning the management of
water resource, and follow up the

implementation of same thereto;

.Cause clean potable water service to be

ated with sanitation

undertaken being integ
activ

ssearch works of the water

resource sector, and encol > that rese:
findings to be promoted through
demonstration methods and employed for
development; cause the expansion of new
technologies with the view to supporting the
rural people;

g in
sion and

relation to water resource po
exploitation to be resolved in a legitimate way
in ol that the rights to water exploitation
are to be respec nd render administrative
decision on question of ownership thereto;

. Create conducive condition, in co-operation

with bodies relevant to the matter, for the
promotion of organizational capacity of water
institutions and consolidation of associations
of water users by providing special emphasis
on operational and maintenance activities
with a view to water institutions delivering
continuous and required service up to their
standard;

7.Follow up illegal development activities

undertaken on water bodies; approve suitable
project proposals through e
protect dangerous garbage collection and
water pollution, and thereby ensure the safety
protection of water bodies and the proper
implementation of same

lus

on so as to
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2. Any law, regulation or directive inconsistent
with this proclamation shall not be applicable
on matters provided in this proclamation.

9. Transfer of Rights and Duties

2

Rights and Duties of Sustainable Agriculture and
Environmental Rehabilitation Commission
established under Proclamation 5/1995 as well as the
Rights and Duties of the Regional Water and
Minerals Resource Development Bureau established
pursuant to Sub-Article 9 of Article 3 and Article 15
of Proclam n No. 60/2001 relating to water are
sferred to the Bureau established as per
this proclamation

hereafier

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-Article 1 of
this Article, the Rights and Duties which were given
to the Commission regarding major maintenance of
construction of irrigation, and renewal works are
hereafter transferred to Water Works Construction
Enterprise which is established under proclamation
15/1996

10. Transitional provisions

ra

The Bureau of Water and Minerals Resource
Development shall continue its duty in accordance
with its establishment Proclamation pending the
organizational  structure the Bureau is
formulated, pursuant to this proclamation, and
implemented up on approval by the Council of the
Regional Government

of

. Despite that powers and duties of Sustainable

Agriculture and Environmental Rehabilitation are
given to the Bureau established pursuant to this
proclamation, the application of the Commission’s
Establishment Proclamation No.5/1995 lasts for 3
months pending proper organizational structure is
created in the Bureau.

11. Power to Issue Regulation

The Council of the Regional Government may issue
regulations necessary for the implementation of this
proclamation.
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‘ 12. Power to Issue Directive

The Bureau may issue detailed execution directives
helpful for the implementation of this proclamation
and regulations to be issued pursuant to
proclamation.

this

‘ 13. Effective Date

This proclamation shall come into force as of the date
of its publication in the Zikre Hig Gazetta of the

‘ Region.
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Done at Bahir Dar,
This 20"day of April, 2004

Yosef Retta
President of the Amhara
Region.




