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Proclamation No, 63/2002
Proclamation for Defining the Legislative procedure,
Committee Organization and Operation of the Amhara
Nailonal Regional Council.

Proclamation No.63/2002
Froclamation for Defining the Legislative Procedure,
Committee Organization and Operation of the
Amhara National Regional Council

WHEREAS, it is provided in Article 49 sub-article 1 of the
November 53,2001 Revised Constitution of Amhara National Region
that the National Regional Council 1s the Legislative body of the
Region;

WHEREAS, pursuant to this power of legislation it has become
necessary to lay down efficient internal organization competent
modus operandi and rules of procedure in line with the Constitution
which enables the Regional Council to discharge its powers and
duties enshrined in the Constitution and the responsibilities
entrusted to it by the public as well;

NOW, THEREFORE, The council of the Amhara National region,
in accordance with the powers vested in it under Article 49/3/1 of
the revised constitution of the region, hereby proclaims as follows:

PART ONE
General

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as ** The Proclamation for Defining

the Legislative Procedure, Committee Organization and Operation
of the Amhara National Regional Council No, 63/2002",
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Unless the context otherwise requires, in this proclamation:

1

2

w

* Council” means the Amhara National Regional Council;

* Standing Committee” means the Standing Committee
formed pursuant to Article 49 sub-articles 3/4 of the
Constitution to act perpetually within its legally provided
jurisdiction;

“Joint Committec” means more than one Standing
Committees that collectively study a case referred to them
by the Council or the Speaker;

“Speaker” or “Deputy Speaker” means the Speaker and
Deputy Speaker, respectively, of the Council;

“Preliminary Reading” means the presentation of a draft
legislation by authorized bodies to the Speaker for
consideration as an agenda item and which the Speaker
thoroughly examines before referring to the concerned
Standing Committee.

*“Second Reading” means the discussion of the Council
members resolutions and opinion of concemed bodies
gathered by the Standing Committee to which the draft
legislation was referred for further inspection subsequent
to the Preliminary Reading.

“Third Reading” means the discussion of Council
members on the returned drafi legislation, which was
carlier referred to the concerned Standing Committee for
further re-examination subsequent to the Second Reading.

“Constitution” means the Revised Constitution of the
Amhara National Region issued on November 5,2001.

PART TWO

f&hC Ok PS PT 11615 PhwiC Major Duties and working Procedure of the Council

3. Major Duties of the Council

FRE Ml U1 22320 W3R 49 hbwmas Qa4 | The Council, deriving its multiple powers from Article 49 of the
LCE  poamy pogoviygy e Pephtad  hmAAag Constitution, shall have the following major duties and
TUETT PALTETF LTG0 responsibilities:
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Enacting laws and regulations;

Examining and monitoring the operations of governmental
bodies of the Region;

Establishing Standing Committees and various other
committees, hearing their reports, and passing decisions
and directives.

Sub-Section One

Legislative Procedure

4. Bodies Having the Right to Initiate Drafts Legislations

Bodies that may initiate a legislation and submit its draft to
the Council are the following:

a. Executive bodies
b. Judicial bodies
¢. The Standing Committees of the Council
d. Council members

bodies

e. Other Governmental which

accountable to the Council

are

f. The speaker
g. Hierarchical Councils

h. Organized sections of the society.

A draft legislation submitted under sub-article 1(d) of this
Article shall be made in writing and endorsed by the
signatures of at least eight members of the Council.

All draft legislation shall be submitted to the Council
through the Speaker.

5. Preliminary Reading

P

The Speaker shall conduct preliminary Reading of the
agenda presented to him.

Subsequent to the preliminary Reading the Speaker shall
refer it to the concerned Standing Committee for further
consideration and study.

The Standing Committee to which the case is referred shall
have at least fifteen (15) days to study the draft legislation
and submit its proposals to the Council.
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Monitoring and Examining Operation of

6. Second Reading

Subsequent to completion of Preliminary Reading, the
Speaker shall cause the draft proposals and comments
compiled by the pertinent Standing Committee to be read
out to the Council by the Standing Committee.

The Speaker shall open a forum for elaborate discussions
on the submitted legislation draft proposals.

Where it may not be possible to conclude the draft
legislation during this discussion it shall be again referred
to the concerned Standing Committee for a second
consideration; where the debate is found conclusive, it
shall be decided that the draft is enacted as a law.

7. Third Reading

The Standing Committee to which the draft legislation is
referred for further consideration and study shall be caused
to read out its final recommendations to the Council.

Subsequent to holding sufficient deliberations on the draft
proposals submitted, the council may decide that the draft
be enacted as a law.

8. Enactment of the Law

The Speaker shall, together with a statement that the draft
legislation has been considered and approved by the
council, pass it to the President f the Region, for signature.

The legislation shall come in to force if the President fails
to sign up on it with in fifieen /15/ days after its having
been received by him.

The approved legislation shall be numbered by the Speaker
and thereby published in the Regional Zikre Hig Gazette

Sub-section Two

overnmental Bodies

9. Submission of a Report

Any executive body of the Regional Government shall
have the obligation to report to the Council within the set
timetable when invited to do so by the Speaker or the
concerned chairperson of a Standing Committee of the
Council.

Unless circumstances compel that this be submitted by
another person. the report shall be presented by the head of
the Government Office
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3. Where the report is presented by a representative of the
official, the head of the office shall make an advance
notification of this to the Speaker explaining the reasons for
failing to show up personally.

10. Compiled Report of Executive Bodies

General report of the executive bodies of the Regional Government
shall be presented by the Head of the Government.

11. Examining and passing Decisions on the
submitted Reports.

1. The concerned Standing Committee and Council members
shall, according to the order given to them by the Speaker,
raise questions and ard suggestions or comments on
the reports submitted about the various governmental
bodies.

2. Additional questions and comments shall be presented on
the explanations and answers given in accordance with
sub-article 1 of this Article.

3. A forum may be created for making concluding statements
about the reports; where necessary, the Council may order
that a concerned Standing Committee make additional
investigation and study and submit a detailed report.

4. The Council shall, subsequent to hearing the report
specified in sub-article 3 of this Article, and finding it
acceptable and convincing, approve it forthwith; where the
Council belives that the report is with a basic problem, it
shall take the necessary action,

12. Hearing Report of Standing Committees and
Other Committees

1. The Standing and Ad-Hoc Commitiees of the Council
shall, according to the timetable set by the Speaker, present
performance reports concerning their duties and
responsibilities  through  their leadership or their
representatives.

[

The performance report presented by the Standing
Committees shall focus on the following matters:

2. Annual and general work performance

b, Cases referred to them occasionally by the
Council

3. The report of the Ad-Hoc Committees shall be restricted to

the specific mission assigned to them.
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Id debate on the report presented
to them, give comments and pass decisions.

PART THREE

Organization, Responsibilities and Operation of
Standing Committees

Organization _and Composition _of Standing

Committees

1. The Council shall have the following  Standing
Committees:
a. Economic Affairs Standing Committee

b. Capacity Building and Social Affairs Standing
Committee

¢ Budgetary and Government Finance Affairs
Standing Committee

d. Legal and Administrative Affairs  Standing
committee and

e.  Women’s Affairs Standing Committee,

2. Each Standing Committee including its Chairperson and

Secretary shall have members, whose number may be
determined as deemed necessary, directly elected from
among Council members,

3. Any member of the Council shall not be elected as

member and serve simultaneously in more than one
Standing Committee.

The Chairpersons of the Standing Committees shall be
accountable to the relevant Committee and to the Speaker,

14. Common Powers and Duties of Standing Committees
== 2L ZUHES 0l otanding Committees

The Council’s Standing Committees shall have the following
common powers and duties:

=]

Submit to the Council proposals and suggestions made on
the various draft legislations referred to them in line with
the Provisions specified in articles 5, 6 and 7 of this
Proclamation.

Examine and follow up the operation and performance of
governmental bodies assinged as deemed appropriate 1o
each Standing Commitree.
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3. Follow up the implementation of the Region's policies as
well as overseeing the launching of studies pertinent to
each Commitree,

4. AR AR 00g pGRTG Parp.et un,c_-(,h'.f-';‘ 4. Preparing  various workshops and  discussion and
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5. hhd-Mg.ar  poramiFm3  AAT gy 5. Cary out other related activities assigned to them by the
TMe-T PG ‘ Speaker.

15. DA b7k ANALF soam3G 4900 15. Powers and Duties of Committee Chairpersons

PROY  hel4 2T anaaeT iy 0% provahrt

The Chairpersons of Standing Committees shall have the following
POA FeANYG PN LT PA:

common powers and duties:

L helk@%%  enoha  haR AR RhATe
NABMGE 26 Prode WTNPFY Pove g

1. Make business contacts with various bodies and officials
on behalf of Committees,

2. PPheRLPFEFaY  pog (N4 gy PovgLApT 2. Direct and coordinate the work of the Committees, and
foIN-ENNCS Fh-inag ARG TR keep order of conferences;
PoThmN:

3. Té PHRLMTF@ o0hr APIET NI 3. Facilitate conditions for the attendance of invited guests;
PRa0 Y4 P G pyangiE ‘

4. APRC O Pre. HWY PP oA 4. Present performance reports to the Council:

5. hhé. A0 hyhe -k AL PoLAT T3 ‘ 5. Undertake other activities specially assigned to them by
AT FMEA POhG @ the Speaker and the Council,

16. PP1k OhdPF ANIS 4G ‘ 16. Powers and Duties of Commiitee Secretaries

hy Q2% QrevphieT poa ‘ The Secretaries of Standing Commitiees shall have the following

T PH- common powers and duties:
FA0%, 90 Al 2. Ensure that committee documents and minutes are
D ONFAG mmOPTY Py e ‘ properly recorded and preserved;

L AP 0787500 L il pon g l. Act in place of Chairpersons when these may not be

available;

3. anfan s
PoThews::

PELFEATY  AAT Lt ‘ 3. Undertaking such other activities as assigned to them by
. the Chairpersons.

17. PR20_hoY-b 2T hmPAL heC N3 NCHT ‘ 17. Working Procedure of Standing Committees
EPF POLhbAl PG Py ,l'u-d.r:‘ The Council's
P CHRT BT ETFPA

fUNC -k ey hey
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Standing Committees shall have the following main
working methods and procedures:

1. Draft legislations referred to Standing Committees by the speaker
T Phong L wni WLV o | subsequent to the preliminary Reading, as the case may be:
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a.  Putting up notices;
b. Inviting bodies that give explanations;
¢. Preparing forums for public opinion, enriching

same and submitting proposals and suggestions to
the Coungil.

2. The Standing Committees shall undertake their investigator
and follow up activities by:

a.  Acquiring accounts of annual plans and activities
from the concern offices;

b.  Participating in meetings and conferences;
¢.  Summening and consulting concerned bodies for

and causing them to give statements, when
necessary;

d.  Making field visits to strength the task;

e.  Embarking upon informations and appeals from
various sections of the society;

3. Functioning together with other Standing Committees and
bodies;
and

4. Preparing various

preparing reports; and

report making statement by

wn

Evaluating general operations on the basis of annual work
plans.

18. Meeting procedure of Standing Committees

1. The presence in a meeting of more than half of Standing
Committee members shall constitute a quorum.

2. The decisions of a Standing Commuttee shall be adopted
by a major vote; where the vote draws in a tie, the motion
supported by the chairperson shall be adopted as the
decision of Committee.

3. Without prejudice to the provisions of this article, each
Standing Commitiee shall prepare detailed directives about
meting procedure and submit it to the Speaker for
approval,
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19. Economic Affairs Standing Committee

Pursnant to this

proclamation, the Economic Affairs
Standing Committee shall follow up and monitor the

performance of Governmental Office

s listed below:

a.  Rural Development Bureau
b.  Trade, Industry and Urban Development Bureau;

c. Water and Mineral

Bureau;

Resources Development

d. Offices and organizations that are accountable to
the bureaux cited under numbers (a) and (b)

It shall prepare and submit draft Legislations conceming
the power and duties of bodies mentioned in sub-article 1
of this article; moni
NECessary, examine same

follow up and, when deemed

he Economic Affairs Standing Committee, with @ view (o
more effectively disch:
under sub-articles (1) and

> its responsibilities specified
above, shall undertake its
activities by organizing itself into the following two Sub
committees

a. Rural Development Affairs Sub-committee:

b. Trade, Industry and Urban Development Affairs
Sub-committee.

The Rural Development Affairs Sub-commitice shall
follow up and examine the performance of the bureau cited
under I{a} of this Article and the various
governmental offices that are accountable offices to it; the
Trade, industry and Urban Development Sub-commitiee
shall have the responsibility to follow up the performance
of the bureau cited under sub-article (1) (b) of this Article,
and all governmental Offices that are accountable to it, as
well as the burcau cited under sub-article (1) (c) of same
Article

sub-article

Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-articles (3) and (4)
of this Article, any draft legislation prepared concerning
the relevant offices shall be submitted to the Speaker not
through the Sub-committees, but through the Economic
Affairs Standing Committee
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20. Capacity building and Social Affairs Standing
Committee

1. Pursuant to this Proclamation, the Capacity Building and
Social Affairs Standing Committee shall follow up and
monitor the performance of Governmental Offices listed

below:

%

Capacity Building Bureau;

Mass Participation and Organizational affairs
Bureau;

Labour and Social Affairs Bureau;

Youth, Culture and Sport Affairs Bureau.

Health Bureau;

Information Bureau;

All Governmental offices and organizations that

are accountable to the bureau listed under (a) and
(f) above.

2, It shall prepare and submit draft legislations concerning
the powers and duties of bodies enumerated under sub-
article 1 of this Article, supervise monitor and, examine

same.

21. Budgetary and Government Finance Affairs’
Standing Committee

1. Pursuant

to this Proclamation, the Budgetary and

Government finance Affairs’ Standing Commitiee shall
follow up and monitor the performance of governmental
offices listed below:

a.

b.

Office of the Auditor General;

Finance and Economic Development Bureau

2. It shall prepare and submit draft legislation concerning the
powers and duties given specifically to the bodies listed
under sub-article 1 of this Article, supervise, monitor and
examine same,
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Legal and Adm
Committee

trative Affairs Standin

1. PUTS ANEREC ART £99 heid Qe X l. Pursuant to this Proclamation, the Legal and
anpd e i, p N4 Paopt Administrative Affairs Standing Committee shall follow
= Ry g P a4 P L+ A up and monitor the work of Governmental Offices listed

i LBhar-FanT Bhmmd-i- below:
r U, mPAL SCe Ot a. Supreme Court
A o e b.  Justice Bureau
h. PROEBECS 07 1AET O ¢, Admunistrative and Security Affairs’ Bureau
ae. hHY NAe (ARA T¢é €FC H 20 d. Governmental offices that are accountable to the

Ataeph-tar ne
PN PeT NP (L

Vi e Bureau cited under number (1)(c) above,

2. hag [y AHex 00 KR 2. It shall prepare and submit draft legislations concerning

frHaHST3  hhAt (amahd (019955 the powers and duties given specially to the bodies listed
P T I o WA O O T T T T L T) P under sub-article 1 of this Article; supervise, monitor and
Hée Ldd HETP AN PhCOne €Xamineg §; Y
Lémme-nT  Bharan  RhdA1L UF

3 hag My RIPR 30N AR 1 LEA Tde 3. Concerning the body indicated under sub-article (1) (a) of
#TC U G Fmbnery  Rha OdFeEahe this Article, the committee shall carry out its follow up and
heppar P49 A%YF oegpd (197204 @oph monitoring activities without prejudice to the principle of
PRPTAT PRTTC 26007 PHSOSA: Jjudicial independence.

4. NG N OEF® RETNLO @F o5 Fmge Poy 4, It shall examine the content and essence of draft
heLERT QPG POLELTO add T legislations occasionally referred by the Council or the
e N enphed RGO LAY KOt 2e Speaker to any Standing Committee; and give its own
LAma: 5 comments and suggestions.

5 QU1 e Wbk 48 0D hIPR 5 5. Where a demand is submutied for lifting the legal

i CREATFOTY P AN PUIAT TEE N ‘H‘-l-l immunity provided for in article 48(5) of the Constitution,
AFTRE (Lt Parepy, YA PCan:: I gt it shall make suggestions to the Council

23. POLTF 1AL Doy heyg 23. Women Affairs Standing Committee
1. OATE ®TC 601994 4.9 Aok 13 300 | - Without prejudice to the powers given fo the Mass
APk 5 OC mi,"'n ;f'ﬂ"l : h.\’.{ T participation and Organizational affairs Bureau, under the
18P '" © Phumd NAMD ?‘,”:_:‘ Provisions of Article 13 sub-article5 of Proclamation No.
e ‘l'ﬂ.-l‘--'-?:- 180 ®oy hey.p ﬂlll; KPP 602001, under this Proclamation, the Women Affairs
awe A PAET 1AL ;{‘UA'T-‘ 0 -'} e Standing Committee shall follow up and monitor the
thuj-‘.f-ﬂni ,!'«lmrm.'/-m H = performance of Women Affairs Offices.
2. Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-article 1 of this

2. (HY A& 300 RIPER 1 &0 Pedlor
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Ahadg T AT ATCT Ted
40,03 e nrharg  ppot 15
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LanPLnT WCPE WIRONE PRCIA:

Article, the Women Affairs Standing Committee shall
follow up and monitor governmental bedies and
organizations that give appropriate attention to women's
issues and incorporate gender issues in their work agenda;

where deemed necessary, it shall examine same and take
appropriate actions,
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24. Governmental Bodies not Assigned to under the
Standing Committees.

Concerning the performance of governmental K bodies not
assigned to under the Standing Committees established pursuant to
Article 19 to 23 of this Proclamat the Speaker shall decide
which Standing Committee may exercise monitoring and follow up
activities over them,

25, Operation of Joint Committees

1. Joint Committees shall elect a Chairperson and a Secretary
from among their members

2. The Presence in a meeting of more than half of members
of each Standing Committee shall constitute a quorum.

3. The Joint Committees shall adopt their decisions by
majority vote; where the vote draws in a tie, the notion
supported by the Chairperson shall be the decision of the
Joint Committee decision

4. Joint Committee members shall, in the process of their
deliberations on cases referred to them by the Council or
the Speaker, follow the operational methods and
procedures specified under Article 17 of this Proclamation.

Part four
Miscellaneous Provisior

26. Powers to Issue Regulations

The Council may issue regulations

implementation of this Proclamation

necessary for the

27. Powers to Issue Directives

The Speaker may issue directives necessary for the implementation
of this Proclamation and the regulations issued thereby following
this Proclamation.

28. Inapplicable Laws

Any laws, regulations, directives or practices inconsistent with this
Proclamation shall not be applicable on matters provided in this
Proclamation.
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29. APH PLOS0T Lih

29, Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force on the date of its

WNé- U7 209 R haad ¢
publication in the region’s Zikre Hig Gazette.

£0 APE (hat
Eor pog prgac:
Done at Bahir Dar,

e AcC

@t 21 47 1994 9.9° this 30" day of March,2002,
e L Yosefl Retta

PA TS AP hod TENAPT President of the Amhara National Region




