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Introduction

Whereas understanding that a lot
of harm had befallen on the nation-
/nationalities and peoples inhabiting
Region Three as they have been sup-
pressed under the rule of oppression
in a system where for many years
there was freedom in words but jus-—
tice and law were practically absent;

Whereas realizing that judicial
function full of injustice was cre-—
ated especlally in the last seventeen
years of the Derg/WPE's regime by
violating human and democratic rights
of the peoples, by illegally assign-
ing judges to serve its own inter—
ests, by imposing administrative
pressure and by passing decisions at
the command of authorities;
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Whereas it has been found that
the miacarriage of justice has lar-
gely hampered the overall activity
and relationship of +the Region's
soclety and for this it has been
nec.ssary to completely dismantle
this unjust judicial administration
and to systematize the legal appli-
cabllity of judicial function making
it independent of all kinds of pres-
sure by reorganizing it in a manner
which is new and which would serve
the interest of the peoples;

Now, therefors, Iin accordance
with the authority vested in it to
promulgate proclamations by article
9 sub-article 1 of the proclamatlon
to Provide for the Establishment of
National /Regional Self-Governments,
Proclamation No.. 7/1992, the Council
of the Transitional Government of
Region Three has hereby proclaimed
the following judiclal body which is
useful for +the Jjudicial £function
during the- transitional period.

PART ONE
Article 1. Short Title

This proclamation may be cited as
the "Proclamation to Establish the
Courts of the Tranaltional Gevernment
of Reglon Three, Proclamation No.
3/1998.

Article 2. Definitions

In this proclamation, unless the
context requires otherwise:

1."Central Transitional Government"
means the Transitional Government of
Ethiopia.

2."Charter" means the Transitional
period Charter of Ethiopia proclaimed
on july 23,1992 in the '"Negarit
Gazeta" of the 50th year, No. 1.

3."Peoples of Region Three " msans
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those peoples which inhabit the area
specified by article 2, sub-articles
4 and 5 of the Region's constitution.

4."Region's Courts " means the
courts to be established in accor-
dance with article 27 sub-article 10
of the Regicn Three Comstitution.

Article 3. Objectives

1. To protect the human rights and
freedoms that are guaranteed by the
Charter, the Reglon's Comnstitution
and other laws.

2. To ensure the maintsnance of law
and order and the prevalence of peace
and justice,

Pursuant to the provisions of
proclamation Ne. 7/1992, the proc-
lamation to provide for the Estab—
l1ishment of MNational /Regional Self-
Governments and in accordance with
article 27 sub-article 10 of the
Region's Constitution the following
courts of the Transitional Government
of Reglion Three are hereby
established:

1.The highest court of the Tran-
sitional Government of Reglon Three
is hereafter called +the "Supreme
Court"'.

2.The Zonal Court of the Transi-
tional Government of Reglon Three is
hereafter called the "Hlgh Court".

3. The Wereda Court of the Tran-
aitional Government of Region Three
is hereafter called the 'Wereda
Court".

Article 5. Organizational Set Up

in this proclamation, the hier-
archy of the courts shall be as fol-
lows:

5.1 The Supreme Court shall have a
president, a presiding Jjudge. and

judges.

A0
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5.2 The High Courts shall have
presiding judges, judges as well as
a president and a vice president for
the seven High Courts.

% 2 The Wereda Court shall have one
or when necessary, more judges,

5.4 Each court shall have the nec-
essary support staff.

Article 6. Judiclal Power

1. The Jjudicial power of the Re-
gional Government shall be wvested
only in the Region's Courts.

2.Excepting the cases which are
within the jurisdiction of the Su-
preme Court of the Central Transi-
tional Government all other cases
internal to the Region are within the
jurisdiction of the Region's Courts.

3. Notwithstanding to sub-article
2 of this article the Regicon's Courts
when delegated may entertaln cases
which are within the jurisdiction of
the Courts of the Central Transition-
al Government.

4. The Region's courts shall have
power to repeal any administrative
measure or order in the Region that
contradicts with the Charter, or the
Region's Constitution.

Article 7. Divisions

1. There shall be one or more divi-
sions in a court.

2. In each division of the Suprems
Court and the High Court there shall
be one presiding judge and two other
Judges.

3. The president of the Supreme
Court, the president and the vice-
president of the High Courts may
preside over any division in thelr
respective courts.

4. The president and vice president
of the High Courts may sit in a

2 Al
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5. A case in

a
be heard by one
Article 8. Place Of 81
1. The pi f Ve
tF legion's

Supreme Cour
capital

2. The .
Court shall be the capital of the
Zone.

3. The place
Wereda Court sh
the Wereda.

it necessary
hearings in
the area design
tion.
Article 9. Open Hearings

1. Judges shall hear every case in
open court.

2. Not
sub-article 1 of
without prejudice
procedural

hstanding

laws,
cases in camera where such pr

ings are necessa

1. public peace & security

2. people’'s valuable culture and
morality.

Article 10. Disp

1, Where a case is heard X three
judges decisions sha
majority.

2. The descenting opinion
registered in the file
Article 11. Prohibit!

1. Any judge prohibited by law
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ay not sit in the

to hear a
proceedings of the case.

when an application for the

val a judge from a case is

ted the making of a decision on

the challenge shall be as stipulated
by law

Article 12. Working Languag
the Courts

1. The working language of the
courts shall be the working language
of the Region as stipulated in arti-
cle 48 of the Region's Constitution.

2. The court shall provide an 1n-
terpreter to a party who does not
understand the working language, or
the party may bring one.

3,The working language of the
Wereda Court shall be decided in
accordance with the right given to
the weredas in proclamation No.
7/1992,

Article 13. Procedural Laws

The Civil Procedure Code and the
criminal Procedure Code that are
preseitly in effect as well as the
other laws hall remain applicable
along with the amendments.

PART TWO
SCOPE OF JUDICIAL POWER
Article 14. The Supreme Court

The Suprems Court of the Region
shall have the following judicial
powers:

1. It shall have an appellate ju-
risdiction cver cases that come from
the High Courts; and 1ts declsions
shall be final.

2. Tt shall be in i1ts power to give
final interpretation in legal dis-
putes emanating from the Reglonal

Constitution and other laws passed by

the Council.

2
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3, It issues orders and directives
to improve and
function in the Region.

strengthen judicial

Article 15. The High Court

The High Court shall have the

following judicial powers

1. Without contradictior
6 sub—article 2 of this proclan
it shall have jurisdiction over es
asétgnscl tce the High Cc
Ethiopian Civil and Cr
dure laws.

2. It shall have an appellate ju-
risdiction over cases that come from
the Wereda Court

Article 16. The Wereda Court

The wereda courts of the Regio
shall have jurisdiction over cases
which were assigned to the Awraja 1d
Wereda Courts in the Ethiopian Civil
and Criminal
appellate Jjurisdiction cases
which come from Kebele Judicial com-
mittees.

Procedures laws and an

over

PART THREE
The Judges

Article 17. Criteria for Becoming
a Judge

To be selected as a judge at any
court level a person shall;

1. be commltted to the Charter, the
Reglonal Constitution and the other
laws.

2. have sufficient ]
or acquire broad legal sk
experience.

3. have a good reputation for his
credibility, diligence, pa:
to the people,sense of 1
conduct,

4. be willing to work as judge .48

pu
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5. be one w! i1s not prohibited
from being a judge in accordance
with article 18 of this proclamation.
Article 18. Pers ohibited from

Beling Judges
1. WPE member;

2. One who was engaged in security
activities in the Derg/WPE regime;

3, One who held high position in
the political establishment, in the
armed and ©police forces in +the
Derg /WPE regime, the detalls of which
shall be decided by law.

4. One who was charged and convict-
ed with non-pelitical criminal of-
fenses,

Article 19. Appointment Procedure

1. The preaident and the judges of
the Supreme Court, the president,
vice-president and the judges of the
High courts shall be appointed by the
Regional Council upon the recommenda—
tion of the chairman of the Council

2. The judges of the Wereda Courts
shall be appolnted by the council
upon the 1:c:ommendaticn of the chair-
man of the Wereda Council,

Article 20. Termination of Tenure

1 With the exception of the pre-~
sident of +the Supreme Court any
Judge may be discharged from duty
before his /her term of office ends,
provided that the Judicial Commission
proves that he/she is guilty of judi-
cial work.

2.The president and judges of the
Supreme Court, and the president and
vice-president of the High Courts may
be discharged from duty by the Re-
glonal Council which appointed them,
before their term of office ends when
it finds sufficient reason to do so.

3.When an activity that enforces
termination of tenure which has been

2 AS
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4 @8 9°NC LY e4+0ae STF | frrs 4. Judges appointed by the Wereda
Council may be discharged from duty
HemSFm- h=Ad 04T A hi8T AT before their term of cffice ends by
the council that appointed them if it

aFeyFe &R LY Adh £FAN- 2 finds sufficient reason to do so.
e emes U ATE RSB e However, when +the judges. of <the
i Wereda Courts are found in activities
r"LPANSFm-  +0C ASCE Bure NSTF that may resuit in termination of

tenure and when that is proved by the
Judicial Commission the Wereda Execu—
MNANAN P@ERD 4 RDAATL Wld tive Committee may suspend them until
the general assembly of the Wereda
hSHT 2e ROR ASBPTe BFAM v Council.

b ThOPTREC 0k AL Pfoiie- /07T

AR 21 CmPal /07T TLHAYT Article 21. Powers and Duties of

L S A rs ¢
PAMIE BNC ¢ the Presi

Supreme Cour!
fmPAL /T TaHSIF |
The president of the Supreme
Court shall:
L Oat eowdT &LEY M FEEC S4 1. Administer the Court in accor-
dance with the law.
&% hANA-- 8
2. €/0h% BOhAA 1 2. Represent the Court.
3, R/t T DPET ner ’\"?E"" 3. Prepare and submit the work
programme and budget of the Court;
PPCAA 1 ALPRT° N6 AL SOAN = and implement same upon approval.
4. thant APFT ocEnYecT  ne-g 4. Assign and administer judges

T BEAPAA | PAEAE LA and reglstrars of the Region.
u . »

5. N APPF k3+% B 3ooh h3eg 4 5. Decide the place of sitting of
the Supreme Court pursuant to ar-
T emPAL /6T Ta-+F3 €078 his ticle B sub-article 4 of this proc-
lamation. y

L —

RmhSh

6 ®IEAY AhANAS P8 2703 Am & Work in consultation with the
heads of the Regional justice bureau

mShc Ak PETY LES hodl AT oo/nt and the attorney office in order to
prevent crimes and strengthen judi-
SALPF IC NowmhnG Pawid = cial function.

1. dgeucH e fUrr eeGevl: §CRFq 7. Publish selective and educative
judgements yearly.
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prevent crime and strengthen judicial
function.

10. shall perform duties enirusted
to him/her by this proclamation and
ather laws.

Article 23. The vice-president of

the High Courts

The accountability of the vice-
president of the High Courts being to
the president of the High Courts,
he/she:

1. shall serve as acting president
when the president of the High Courts
is absent or is unable to perform
his/her dutiea.

2. shall discharge duties +to be
assigned to him/her by the president
of the High Courts.

The accountability of the pre-
siding judge of the Wereda Court
being to the High Court and the
Wereda Council, he/she shall;

1. administer the court in accor-
dance with the law.

2. represent the Wereda Court.

3, administer
court.

employees of the

4. submit the work program and
budget of the court, and implement
same upon approval.

5. assign the judges of the court.

6. submit to the High Court and the
Wereda Councll reports on the activi--
ties of the Court every three months.

7. implement directives 1lssued by
the Judicial Commission, the presi-
dent of the Supreme Court and the
president of the High Courts.




8 @IEAT A*hANAS TATYT 223 A7
mshe hol&o PETHS 020 W7 +mé 20
flesgmhhc BALA 8
9. QLU APES nanF atT eeLAmY
aieF ACF Fnsmsa 0
BENTPaa
AR AR £I21PTF

Kyer 5. &BF n8AVE_prL A8 YR hAemirs
M

ATF A5 ~2 AR MR SFa L RAT IPC

fina Aha Af.oes-r
hyex 2. tmpast !
MYF e BF foefae My UIOC WTLEHO

@ hiéfee (W7 & Fmfe jo- %

AR 21 PECE 04F o-nPFe TemnT

eehic !
Ahan onP €ULTF FCE MFTF EULAMIF
&3 HIP o-NPTE TounF 0N 1 ecEre
vy eo} o e hha eROC IRF hANT =
Kiex 28, A ovhA ]
AT pieFo} hemPooiFoe 1LT PR oodhA
LRI »

Ryex 20 AP DATTATA |

20 APE ANAA FRC AT ATTA ETFAA ¥

A% 30, oL AT L
R APE 2C PULACY TISTo- &7 OHU
APE oaT  AtesalET  FARF FLRTLYY
hETiay o

M#x 31 APE emigsat
24 AP 4N A1 PP heant +3 B
PRS EIFSH =

iz 18 #% 1935 9 /9=
hA0 A1h
thas ¢t #nC AT
fLtem3iic
ke AL

W 12 1§ ook drrc 3 <hd a0 A% 13 47 1985 wZikre Hig» Ist Year No. 3 25th June 1993 Page 12

8. work in consultation with rep-
resentatives of the wereda Justice
organ and attorney offices in order
to prevent crime and strengkhen judi-
cia' function.

9. perform dutles sntrusted to
him/her by this proclamation and
other laws.

PART FOUR

Miscellaneous Previsions

Article 25. Independence of the
Judiciary

Judges shall be independent in the
discharge of their judicial function:
they shall be guided by nobody other
than the law,

Article 26. Responsibility

Any judge is answerable for any of
his activities which does not conform
to his professional ethics.
Article 27. Execution and

tation of Court

Every individual, organizationor
government organ shall respect the
legal decisions and orders passed by
the Region's Courts.

Article 28. Oath

Judges shall be sworn in before
starting their duty.

Article 29. _Amendment

This proclamation may be amended
by the Regional Council.

Article 30. Repesaled Laws

Any law inconsistent with this
proclamation shall be inapplicable
with regard to matters provided for
in this proclamation.

Article 31, Effective Date

This proclamation shall come into
force on the date of its publication
in the Zikre Hiag.

25th June, 1993
Addisu Legesse

Chairman of the Council of
Region 3
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