
THROUGHTHEEYEOFANEXAMINER

TherearethreepapersinEnglishexaminationthataretestedinKenyatoday.

Allthethreepaperstotalsupto200marks

101/1Paperone60marks

Paperoneisintendedtotestthecandidate’sabilitytocommunicateinwriting.

Communicationisestablishedatdifferentlevelsofintelligibility,correctness,

accuracy,fluency,pleasantnessandoriginality.Withintheconstraintssetby

eachquestion,itisthelinguisticcompetenceshownbythecandidatethatshould

carrymostofthemarks.Inafactualessay,attentionmustalsobegiventothe

format,toneandabilitytofollowinstructions.

1.functionalskills20marks

2.clozetest10marks

3.oralskills30marks

101/2PAPERTWO80marks

1.Thispaperistitled,Comprehension,literaryappreciationand

grammar

2.Itismadeupoffourquestions,totaling80marks

a.Comprehension20marks.



b.Extractfrom oneofthecompulsorysettexts25marks.

c.Apoem,orshortfixedforms,oranarrativeorasong20

marks.

d.Grammar15marks.

3.A candidateisexpectedtoanswerallthequestionsinthequestion

paper

101/3ENGLISHPAPERTHREE60MARKS

Paperthreeismadeupofthreequestions,twoessaysandanimaginative,ora

discursivecomposition

Paperthreeisdiscusseddeeplybelow:

Astudent'sessaymusthave;

1.Theintroduction

2.Thebody

3.Theconclusion

THEINTRODUCTION

Therearethreetypesofintroductions

 General

 Contextualized

 Acombinationofboth.



1.General

Inthegeneralintroduction,ageneralcommenttothesocietyismade

basedonthequestion.

Considerthequestion:

ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck

“Fateandagencyaretwocontrastingforcesthatcanshapeaperson’slife”.

WithreferencetoJohnSteinbeck’s“ThePearl”justifythisstatement.

GeneralIntroduction

InourSocietytoday,wehaveseenpeoplewhoselifehasgreatlybeen

affectedbyrushingtousea fatethattheyhavebeenblessedwith.The

rushedfatemostlydestinesthem toruinedlives.

2.CONTEXTUALIZEDINTRODUCTION.

Acommentisgivenfocusingonthetext,andnotthesociety.Inthis,one

canevenmentionthepointstheyaretodiscussinthebody.

Example

ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck

“Fateandagencyaretwocontrastingforcesthatcanshapeaperson’slife”.

WithreferencetoJohnSteinbeck’s“ThePearl”justifythisstatement.



JohnSteinbeckprovesthestatementthatfateandagencyaretwo

contrastingforcesthatcanshapea personslife,inhisworkthepearl

throughthelikesofKinoandJuana’slives,asdiscussedbelow.

3.A COMBINATIONOFBOTH.

Inthis,onecombinesboththegeneralandcontextualizedintroduction.

THEBODYOFANESSAY

-Thebodyisdividedintowellstructuredparagraphs.

-EachparagraphMUSTcarryasingleidea

-EachparagraphshouldhaveaTOPICsentence,whichgivesageneralidea

aboutwhattheparagraphwithtalkabout

ThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck

“Fateandagencyaretwocontrastingforcesthatcanshapeaperson’slife”.

WithreferencetoJohnSteinbeck’s“ThePearl”justifythisstatement.

(20marks)

 KinoandJuana’sliveschangeirreparablythemomentthe

scorpionbitestheirchild.Thisisasymbolofmalignantfate.

 WhenKinofindsthepearl,whichisasignofbeneficentfate,

hisandJuana’sliveschange.

 Humanagencyintheform ofgreed,ambitionandviolence,

leadstoseriesofconflictsoverthepearl.

 Kinofindshimselfcaughtbetweentheforcesoffateand

forcesofhumansociety,betweenthedestinyhandedhim byfateand



thedestinyheseekstocreatehimself.

CONCLUSION

Allessaysmusthaveconclusions.

Aconclusioncaneitherbe

1.Arecapofthemainpoints

OR

2.Astatementthatshowsthevalidityofwhatyouhavewritten.

POINTSTONOTE

1.Discouragelearnersfrom definitionoftermsintheintroduction.

2.Learnersmustavoidlikeplaguesubheadingsintheiressays.

3.Theintroductoryparagraphmustbeonitsown...Joiningparagraphone

oftheessay(point1)totheintroductoryparagraphmightcostalearner.

4.Learnersmustinterpretandgetthedemandsofthequestionbefore

writingtheiressays.

PENALTIES

1.Essaysbeyondtwopageswillcostthelearner;fortheywillbe

automaticallydeducted2marks,upto4marksmaximum

2.Anybodypointthatisnottiedtothequestionfullymayscoreathin.

Translatingtoonlyoneofthethreemarksofthatparagraph



3.Andforthepaperthreequestionone,meritticksalmostmeaneverything.

4.Neverdefinethequestiontopics,proverbialcompositionsoressayson

themesinanyofthethreequestionsinpaperthree.

EXAMPLEOFQUESTIONONEPAPERTHREEQUESTIONANDANWERS

EXPECTED

1. IMAGINATIVECOMPOSITION(COMPULSORY)

(20marks)

a.Writeacompositionendingwiththefollowingwords.

………………….thatishowIendedupbeingwhatIam today.

Theexpectationsoftheexaminer

- Expectastory

- Mustbeanarrative,ifnotdeduct4mksAD

- Mustendwiththegivensentence.Ifnotdeduct2mksAD.The



sentencemustnotbetaggedtothestory,ifsotreatasirrelevantand

deductupto2mks

- Thestorymustbeanaccountdetailingasituationinwhichafemale

charactersmissesoutherfortune(s)becauseofherhightemper

- Thecompositionmustnotexceed450wordsi.e.2pgs,ifmorethan

twodeduct2mks

b.Writeastorytoillustratetheproverb;

Actionspeakslouderthanwords.

- MustbeastoryIfnotdeduct4marksAutomaticDeduction.

- Thestorymustillustrateasituationinwhichthepersonwhocomes

outontopintheendistheonewhoisultimatelythehappiest,oraperson

whoisquicktorejoice/gloatoftendoesnotwinwhenallissaidanddone.

- Thecandidatemustnotdefinetheproverbbutwriteastorytobring

outthemeaning

- Lengthshouldbeupto2pages

- A neatandlegiblehandwritingisparamount

- Goodgrammar,shortsentences,bigwords,andsweetflowery

phrasesmakesyouscorebetterthanyourfriends



ANEXAMPLEOFA SAMPLEQUESTIONANDANSWERTOTHESHORT

STORY

MEMORIESWELOSTANDOTHERSTORIES.

HowMuchLandDoesaManNeed?ByLeoTolstoy

“Restlessnessisdiscontent—anddiscontentisthefirstnecessityof

progress.”Withillustrationsfrom thestory“HowMuchLandDoesaMan

Need?”justifythisstatement.

Tips;

a)Answerthequestion,followingtheguidelinesofessaysprovided

above.

b)Donotdefinerestlessnessordiscontent.

c)Giveouta goodintroduction.Candidatesscorebetter,afterusingthe

generalintroduction,morethantheothertypes.

d)Donotgiveyouressaysubtitleslikeintroduction,body,conclusion

etc.



e)Explainvividly,eachpoint,forthebodymarksdetermineswhatyou

scoreingrammar,andtheconclusionmarkstoo.

Herearesampleexpectedanswers.

 Pahom,thehusbandoftheyoungersister,entersthedebate

andsuggeststhatthecharm ofthepeasantlifeisthatthepeasant

hasnotimetoletnonsensesettleinhishead.Theonedrawbackof

peasantlife,hedeclares,isthatthepeasantdoesnothaveenough

land:“IfIhadplentyofland,Ishouldn’tfeartheDevilhimself!”The

devil,overhearingthisboast,decidestogivePahom hiswish,

seducinghim withtheextralandthatPahom thinkswillgivehim

security.

 Pahom’sfirstopportunitytogainextralandcomeswhenalady

inthevillagedecidestosellherthreehundredacres.Hisfellow

peasantstrytoarrangethepurchaseforthemselvesaspartofa

commune,butthedevilsowsdiscordamongthem andindividual

peasantsbegintobuyland.Pahom obtainsfortyacresofhisown.

Thispleaseshim initially,butsoonneighboringpeasantsallowtheir

cowstostrayintohismeadowsandtheirhorsesamonghiscorn,and

hemustseekjusticefrom thedistrictcourt.Notonlydoeshefailto

receiverecompenseforthedamagesbutalsoheruinshisreputation

amonghisformerfriendsandneighbors;hisextralanddoesnot

bringhim security.

 Hearingarumoraboutmoreandbetterfarmlandelsewhere,he

decidestosellhislandandmovehisfamilytoanewlocation.There



heobtains125acresandistentimesbetteroffthanhewasbefore,

andheisverypleased.However,hesoonrealizesthathecouldmake

abetterprofitwithmorelandonwhichtosowwheat.Hemakesa

dealtoobtainthirteenhundredacresfrom apeasantinfinancial

difficultyforonethousandrublesandhasallbutclincheditwhenhe

hearsarumoraboutthelandoftheBashkirs.There,atradesman

tellshim,amancanobtainlandforlessthanapennyanacre,simply

bymakingfriendswiththechiefs.

 Fueledbythedesireformore,cheaper,andbetterland,Pahom

seeksdirectionsforthelandoftheBashkirsandleavesonajourney

toobtainthelandthathethinksheneeds.Onarrival,hedistributes

giftstotheBashkirleadersandfindsthem courteousandfriendly.He

explainshisreasonsforbeingthereand,aftersomedeliberation,they

offerhim whateverlandhewantsforonethousandrubles.Pahom is

pleasedbutconcerned;hewantsboundaries,deeds,and“official

sanction”togivehim theassuranceheneedsthattheyortheir

childrenwillneverreversetheirdecision.

 TheBashkirsagreetothisarrangement,andadealisstruck.

Pahom canhaveallthelandthathecanwalkaroundinadayforone

thousandrubles.Theoneconditionisthatifhedoesnotreturnon

thesamedaytothespotatwhichhebegan,themoneywillbelost.

Thenightbeforehisfatefulwalk,Pahom planshisstrategy;hewilltry

toencirclethirty-fivemilesoflandandthensellthepoorerlandto

peasantsataprofit.Whenheawakesthenextday,heismetbythe

manwhom hethoughtwasthechiefoftheBashkirs,butwhom he

recognizesasthepeasantwhohadcometohisoldhometotellhim



oflucrativelanddealsavailableelsewhere.Helooksagain,and

realizesthatheisspeakingwiththedevilhimself.Hedismissesthis

meetingasmerelyadream andgoesabouthiswalk.

 Pahom startswell,buthetriestoencircletoomuchland,and

bymiddayherealizesthathehastriedtocreatetoobigacircuit.

Thoughafraidofdeath,heknowsthathisonlychanceistocomplete

thecircuit.“Thereisplentyofland,”hesaystohimself,“butwillGod

letmeliveonit?”Asthesuncomesdown,Pahom runswithallhis

remainingstrengthtothespotwherehebegan.

Reachingit,heseesthechieflaughingandholdinghissides;he

remembershisdream andbreatheshislastbreath.Pahom’sservant

picksupthespadewithwhichPahom hadbeenmarkinghislandand

digsagraveinwhichtoburyhim:“Sixfeetfrom hisheadtohisheels

wasallheneeded.”

A BRIEFSUMMARYOFTHEPEARLBYJOHNSTEINBECK

 ThisnovelfollowsfivemomentousdaysinthelifeofanIndianpearl

diverlivinginLaPaz,asmallportontheGulfofCalifornia.Thoughtoldby

anomniscientauthor,theworkmostoftenlimitsitselftoKino’s

perspectiveashesuffersthegratuitoustrialsofaninnocenttragichero.

 Hissufferingsbeginwhenhewitnessesascorpionstinghisbeloved

son,Coyotito,asthechildlieshappilyinhiscradle.Besideherselfwith

terror,Kino’scommon-lawwife,Juana,insiststhattheytakeCoyotitotothe



doctorbecausethatindividualhasauthorityeventhoughhe“wasofarace

whichfornearlyfourhundredyearshadbeatenandstarvedandrobbed

anddespisedKino’srace.”Thedoctorirresponsiblyevadesseeingthechild,

andKinotakeshisfirststepinhistragicgrowthbychallengingtheunfair

orderofexistence.Hestrikesthedoctor’sgate“acrushingblowwithhis

fist.”Hisknucklesgiveinsteadofthedoorway,butKino’sgestureshows

thatheispreparedtobecome“aman.”

 Thatsameday,heandJuanagotodiveforpearls.Juanatriesto

bargainwithherpeople’sancientgodsandoffersaprayertotheChristian

Godthattheymightfindapearl.Thoughshehasmadeabetterpoulticeof

seaweedthanthedoctorcould,shestillfeelstheneedforhismagicand

wantsthewherewithaltoforcehim toattendherbaby.Asifinanswerto

hersupplication,Kinofinds“thegreatestpearlintheworld.”Hebeginsto

dream aboutthegoodthepearlwillbringhisfamily.Heimaginesbeing

marriednowthattheycanpayfortheservice.Hepicturesanewharpoon

andthendaresimaginepossessingarifle.Thatlastimageissodefiant

thathegoesevenfurther:Hedreamsofsendinghissontoschooltolearn

toread,write,and“makenumbers.”

 ThepeopleofLaPazhaveheardthenews,however,andtheyintrude

onKino’sdream.EventhepriestcomestoexpresshishopethatKinowill



notforgettheChurch.Thedoctorrushesovertoforceapowderdown

Coyotito’sthroat,onethatwillmakehim temporarilyillsothatthedoctor

canpretendthatthescorpion’spoisonisstillworkingandhecan“cure”the

baby.ThedoctoralsotricksKinointorevealingtheplacewherehehas

hiddenthepearl,andthatnighteitherheorhishenchmanreturnstostealit.

Indefendinghishome,Kinodrawshisfirstblood.Still,thefamilybegins

thenextday“withhope.”

 Thisoptimism isquicklydashed.Thepearlbrokers,actingtogether

offerhim apittance.Kinorefusestosellandannouncesthathewilltake

thepearltoMexicoCityinstead.Hisfamily,hisbrother,hissister-in-law,

andhiswife—stickbyhim,buttheyareworried.Juanaurgeshim tocrush

thepearlbetweentwostonesandforgetit,butKinoanswersthatheis“a

man”andwillnotbecheated.Hedoesnotyetrecognizethereversalhis

fortuneshavetaken.

 ThethirddaybeginswithJuanastealingthepearlandtryingtothrow

itbackintothegulfinordertoaverttheevilshesensesisbearingdownon

herfamily.Kinostopsher,butashereturnsfrom theshore,heisattacked.

Droppingthepearl,hesayshisassailant.Juanafindsthegem and

submissivelyreturnsittoherman;shealsourgeshim tofleetosave

himselffrom certainarrest.Theygotogettheircanoeandfindthat



someonehasknockedaholeinitsbottom.Thentheirbrushhouseis

burnedbyothersearchers,the“darkones.”TakingrefugewithKino’s

brother,thefamilyhidesoutallthatdaywhileJuanTomasborrows

provisionsfortheirflight.

 Thatnight,thethreeheadintotheSierradelaGiganta,planningtogo

toLorento,agulftowntothenorth,buttrackersquicklyfindtheirtrail.By

theeveningofthefourthday,Kinoandhisfamilyareholedupinacave

whilethetrackerscampinthemountaincleftbelowthem.Kinotriesto

sneakuponthem tostealtheirrifle,butCoyotitowhimpers,andoneofthe

trackers,thinking(ironically,consideringthebaby’sname)thatitisa

“coyotepup,”idlyshootsinthatdirection.Kinoleapstoolate.Hekillsall

threemenbutfindsthatthetopofCoyotito’sheadhasbeenblownoff.

 Lateintheafternoonofthefifthday,thetworeturntoLaPaz,

carryingtheirdeadchild.Theywalkstraightthroughthetowntothegulf

shore.ThereKinopullsoutthegreatpearlandoffersittoJuana,butshe

declines,anditishewhoreturnsthepearltothesea.Becauseofitstragic

dimensions,theirstorybecomesforeveroneofthetown’slegends.

SHORT ANSWER GUIDE QUESTIONS- ThePearl 

Chapter1



1.Whatingeneralhappensinthefirstchapter?

InthetownofLaPaz,livedKino,Juanaandtheirinfantson,Coyotito,livein

amodestbrushhousebythesea.Onefinemorning,ascorpionstung

Coyotito.Hopingtoprotecttheirson,KinoandJuanarushhim tothe

doctorintown.However,thedoctorturnedawaythem becausetheyare

poornativeswhocannotpayenough.

 2.     NoticethatthetownspeoplefollowKino.Whatdoestellyou?

  The neighbours arecuriousandaswellinterestedinKino’ssituation. 

 

3.     WhydidthedoctorrefusetotreatCoyotito?

 ThedoctorrefusestotreatCoyotitobecauseKinoandJuanaarepoorand

theydidn’thaveenoughmoneytopayhim,butinsteadofferinghim eight

pearls.

 

4.     Whatdoesthattellyouaboutthedoctor’spersonality?

  From thestory,thedoctorrepresentsthecolonialattitudesthatoppress

Kino’speople,becausehesymbolizesthearrogance,greed,and

condescensiontowardsthenative.HehasnointerestinKino’speople,but

rathertomakemoneyinhishumanvalues.



 5.     Whataretheconflictsinthestorysofar?

 TheconflictsstrikewhenKinoandJuanaaretryingtoaskhelpfrom the

doctor,butherefusestohelp,duetoKinoispooranddoesn’thaveenough

moneytopay.

 6.     WhatistheSongoftheFamily?

Throughoutthenovel,Kinohasaparticularlypowerfulfeelingsorinstinct

thathehearsasonginhisheadthatcorrespondtothatfeeling.TheSong

oftheFamilyrepresentswhenheishappywithhisfamilythatmadehim

feltwarmthandsecuredwithhisfamilybehindhim.

7.     WhatistheSongofEvil?Whendoesitfirstappear?

TheSongofEvilisthemusicofenemyofanyfoeofthefamily,asavage,

dangerous,maliceanddishonestythatKinosensesinChapter1.

 

Chapter2

1.     WhydidSteinbeckincludethefirstsectionaboutthelifeintheGulf

waters?

SteinbeckincludedtheideaaboutthelifeinGulfwaters,becausetomake

usunderstandandknowbetteraboutthepeopleinvillageandhowthey

reacted.S



2.     Thecanoeismentionedquiteoften.Isitasymbolforsomething?

ThecanoewasonethingofvaluethatKinoownedintheworld.Itisa

canoethatKino’sfathergrandfatherboughtitfrom Nayaritandpassed

downtohisfatherandhim.Itsymbolizesthesourceoffood,foraman

withaboatguaranteeawomanthatshewilleatsomethingaswellasit

symbolizestheirwaysoflife.

3.     Whatisthemaineventofthischapter?

Onefinemorning,KinoandJuanaslidofftheshoretofindspearls.Aftera

whilethatthey’resettledatthesea,Kinoseesonehugeoyster,slightly

opened,alongonanoverhang.Thenbyaheavyrhythm,heopensit.It

turnedouttobethegreatestpearlintheworld,perfectasamoon,largeas

asea-gull’seggthatitcapturedthelightandrefined.

 4.     Doyouthinkitiscoincidencethateverythinggoeswellonthewater,

orSteinbeckistryingtoshowsomething?

SteinbeckistryingtoshowdestructionwillbeginonceKinofindsthatpearl.

Steinbeckisputtingtheactionofthestoryintofullmotion,inasensewith

thediscoveryofthatpearl.

5.     TowhatnewSongareweintroduced?

ThatMightBe,foreveryshellthrowninthebasketmightcontainapearl

andSongoftheUnderseathatshowsindicatesamelodyofthepearl. 



 

Chapter3

1.     TowhatdoesSteinbeckcomparethetown?

Hecomparesthetownasacolonialanimal,becauseatownhasanervous

system andahead,shouldersandfeet.Atownisathingseparatefrom all

othertowns,sothattherearenotwotownsalikeandithasawhole

emotion.While,thenewsseemstotravelthroughatownsofast,which

Steinbeckcomparesitwithwomenandsmallchildrenwherethenews

travelfasterthanwomencancallitoverthefencesormovefastersmall

boyscanscrambleanddarttotellit.

2.     ThenewsofKino’spearlspreadquicklyacrosstown.Whatdideach

personthinkofwhenheheardit?

 ThenewsofKino’spearltravelsfastacrosstown.Unfortunately,everyone

isself-preserving:thepriesthearsaboutthepearlandthinksabout

repairingthechurch,theshopkeepersthinkabouttheclothestheycould

selltoKinoandaswellasthedoctorwhoknewthatKinowashisclient

before,thinkingaboutParisandabottleofwine.       

3.     WhatwouldKinodowithhisriches?

Hesaysthathe’sgoingtomarryJuanainthechurch-dressedinnewwhite

clothesandwearnewshoes.He’sgoingtobuyanewharpoonofironwith

aringintheendoftheshaftandbuyarifle.Notonly,hewantsCoyotitoto



gotoschoolandgeteducated.

4.     Whydoesthedoctorcome?Whatdoeshedo?

ThedoctorcamebecauseheseesthatKinohasfoundthePearlofthe

Worldthathecouldreallymakeuseofthepearlsuchasthinkingabout

Parisandafinedining.Whenthedoctorarrivedatthebrushhouse,he

countersandliestoKinoandJuanaaboutCoyotito’sconditionbygiving

Coyotitoamysteriouscapsulethatcontainspoisonandthengivean

antidotetocure,sothathewouldbeabletoaskKinoaboutkeepingthe

pearl.

5.     WhatbadthinghappenedtomakeJuanawanttothrowawaythepearl?

 Juanaseesthatthepearlislikeanevilplaguethatitwillbringnogoodto

theirfamily,butwilldestroytheirentirefamilysuchasCoyotitogetting

worseandKinobeingattacked.Itwillmakeeveryoneself-preservingand

selfishtowardseachother.

Chapter4

1. inthedescriptionofthepearlbuyers,whatdowefindaboutthemarket

inKino’svillage?

Themarketisaself-regulatingsystem andfreemarketcapitalism that

provedtoocostlyforthemerchantsthattheycanagreeonapricethatis

belowthepearl’sactualvalue.Thepearlbuyersgettogetherandsetalow

priceofthepearlandsayingthatthepearlistoobigandwasn’tvaluable,

sothattheycouldcheatKino.



2.     WhathappenedwhenKinowenttosellhispearl?

 ThepearlbuyertoldKinothatthepearlistoobigandodd,butit’snota

valuablepearl.ThemainbuyerofferedKino1,000pesos.WhenKino

disagreed,threeotherbuyerswerebroughtin;eachonesaiditwasoflittle

value.ItismadeobvioustotheKinothatthebuyershadarrangedtheir

pricesearlierandtheywereabouttocheatoffKino.Then,Kinosayshewill

gotothecapitolinsteadofdealingwiththesebuyers.

3.     JuanTomassaystoKino,“Youhavedefiednotthepearlbuyers,but

thewholestructure,thewholewayoflife.Iam afraidforyou.”Whatdoes

hemean?

 Nooneofthevillagemenhadevergoneagainstthebuyers.Noonehad

"takenoncityhall,"so-to-speak.ItwasnotKino'splacetotrytodobetter.

Hewasjustalowlyvillageman;thatwashisstationinlife.Now,hewas

tryingtoimprovehisstationandwouldhavetohaveamajorconflictin

ordertodoso.JuanTomasthinksthisgoesagainstthelawsofnatureand

thatbadthingshappenwhenyougoagainstthelawsofnature.AsIheard

itputonce,"Littlefishdon'teatbigfish."

4.     Againattheendofthechapter,Juanawantstothrowawaythepearl

becauseitisevil.Whatevilthinghappened?

AtnightwhenKinositsawaketoprotecthispearl,suddenlyhesensesan

evilpresence.

Herisesandsearchfortheknifeandmovestowardthedoorway.From

darkness,amanassaultshim andhewasbloodiedandcutwithhisclothes



tornandlaydownhalfconscious.

Withoutwaiting,JuanahelpsKinocleanshiswoundsandbegshim in

desperationtothrowtheevilpearl,butKinoinsisted.

Chapter5

1.     WheredidJuanagoearlyinthemorning?

 Earlymorning,Juanaquietlysneaksouttotheshoreandtriestothrowthe

pearlintothesea.

2.     WhatdidKinodowhenhefiguredoutwhereshewent?

WhenKinoawakesandbarelysawJuana’sshadow,hefollowshertowards

theshore.WhenhesawJuanawiththepearl,hegrabsthepearlawayfrom

herandpunchesherinthefaceandkicksherintheside.Withrageand

anger,hehissesandleftwithoutcaring.

3.     WhathappenedtoKinoupthebeachthroughthebrushlineonthe

path?

Kinowasassaultedbyagroupofmenwhom Juanarefersthem as“the

darkones”orthetrackers.Theyattackedhim aggressively.ThenKino

driveshisknifeintooneofthem.

 

4.     Whathappenedtotheirhutwhiletheywereaway?

AsKinoarrivesintheneighborhoodwithangerthatsomeonehaspunched



alargeholeinhiscanoe,henoticesflamesandrealizesthathishouseis

burningdown.

5.     Whydidtheyleavethevillage?

Kino,Juana,alongwithCoyotitomustleavevillagetothenorthisbecause;

Kinocommittedacrimeofkillingamanthathewastryingtodefend

himselfandthesearchpartywillcomesearchforhim eventually,because

theauthoritieswon’tbelievenorhelphim anyhow.

Chapter6

1.What“songs”doesKinohearonthefirstpartoftheirjourney?

 Kinoheardthemusicofthepearlinhisheadandthequietmelodyofthe

familyunderlayit.

2.     Whatmadetheirmusicofthepearlbecome“sinisterinhisears..

interwovenwiththemusicofevil”?

  ThemusicofthepearlhadbecomesinisterinKino’searswhenKino

broughtoutthepearlandtrytofindhisvision.

Whenheglazesthepearl,hethinksofhavingarifle,butwhathesawwas

onlyahuddleddarkbodyonthegroundwithshiningblooddrippingfrom its

throat.

Hethenthinksofgettingmarriedinthechurch,butitthepearl,hesaw

Juanawithherbeatenfacecrawlinghomethroughthenight.Kinolaststo



imagineCoyotitogoingtoschool,andthereinthepearlshowsCoyotito’s

face,thickandfeverishfrom themedicine.    

3.     WhathappenstoCoyotito? 

  AtthemiddleofthenightwhenKinoistryingtokillthetrackers,suddenly,

Coyotitocriesoutthataccidentallywakesoneofthesleepingtrackers.At

first,theythoughtitcouldbethecryofthecoyote,however,thewatchmen

shootsinthedirectionofthecry,whichthebullethitsandkillsCoyotito.

4.     Whathappenstothetrackers?

Kinoconfrontsthetrackers,stabbingthewatchmenandseizingtherifle,

knockingoneoftheothermenoutwithafierceblowandhewatchesas

thelastmanattemptstomoveupthecliff.Whenthemantriestomove,

thenKinokillshim withashotbetweenhiseyes

5.     WhathappenstoKinoandJuana?

AftermourningthedeathofCoyotito,thenextdayKinoandJuanawalk

alongthevillageofLaPazdazedlyandwordlessly,carryingCoyotito’s

corpseinasackslungoverhershoulder.Then,theydecidedtothrowaway

thepearl.

6.     Whatdotheydowiththepearl?

Bytheedgeoftheestuarywithnowordsleftout,Kinostopsandpullsthe

pearlofouthispocket,starescarefullywithafloodofevilmemoriesthat

destroyshim andhisfamily.Heholdsthepearloutinfrontofhim and

decidedtothrowitawayintothesea.



Questionsonstylesandcharacters

a.Whatcharactersinthenovelareportrayedasovertlygoodorevil?

Whatcharactersareportrayedasambiguous?

OfallthecharactersinthenovelthatoftheDoctorisrenderedmoststarkly

evilandthatofJuanaisrenderedmoststeadfastlygood.

ThesceneinwhichtheDoctordupesJuanabysimplyre-poisoning

Coyotitoandthenpretendstocurehim makestheDoctorseem allthe

moreduplicitousandsheallthemoreinnocent.

Ambiguouscharactersincludethepearlbuyerswho,thoughtheyseekto

purchasethepearlsatthelowestprice,aresimplyactinginaccordance

withthedictatesoftheirprofessionandthetrackerswhodoggedlypursue

Kinoandhisfamilyintothewildernesswho,likethepearlbuyersarenot

inherentlygoodorbadbutmerelyperformingtheirdutytothebestoftheir

ability.

b.ThenarratorsaysthattoJuanamenwere"half-godsandhalfinsane"

andthatshebelievedwomencapableofsavingmenattimesthrough

thewoman'snaturalqualitiesof"reason,cautionandsenseof

preservation."Howarethesegenderrolesvitaltothestory?

Kinobelieveshecancapitalizeonthewealthofthepearlbecauseasaman

inhisnativesocietyhehasalwaysbeenthedecision-makerandsourceof



physicalstrengththathasprovidedforitssurvival.

Thoughheisinitiallyfrightenedtogotothecityhedecidesthathemust

makethejourneyinorderthathisfamilywillnotmerelysurvivebutprosper.

JuanaknowsthatbecauseKinoisamanhewill"drivehisstrengthagainst

amountain"but"inherwoman'ssoul"sheknowsthat"themountainwould

standwhilethemanbrokehimself."

ForthisreasonsheattemptstodissuadeKino.Inorderforherwayoflife

tocontinue,however,shemustyieldtohisdecisionsuntilhecan

understandthepearl'sevilhimself.

c.ThroughoutthestoryKinoandJuanaareattunedtoancientsongs

thatwarnthem ofevilornurturetheirsenseoffamily.Inwhatwaydo

thesesongsserveasrhetoricaldevicestofurthertheparable?

TheuseofthesongsallowsSteinbecktoemphasizeKinoandJuana's

essentialinnocenceandconnectionwiththenaturalworldandalsoallows

theauthortosharplydelineatebetweenthosethingsinthestorywhichare

tobereadas"evil"andthosethatareunderstoodtobe"good".

Thus,thePriestisaccompaniedbythesongofevilandthereaderknows,

withoutbeingtoldinsomanywords,nottotakehisstatementsatface

value.

ThestonethatJuanausestogrindthecorn,althoughafacetofher

family'spovertyisaccompaniedbythesongofthefamilyandthereaderis



ledtoinferthatinthesesimplethingsdoesthestrengthofgoodness

resideforKinoandhispeople.

d.WhatisthemeaningofthesongsinThePearl? 

TheSongsinThePearlareallpartoftheSongofLife.Theyareareflection

ofthenativebeliefsthatthepeopleofMexicooncehadbeforethecoming

oftheEuropeans.

Theyareforallaspectsoflife:TheFamily,Evil,theEnemy,WhatMightBe,

andtheUndersea.AllthesearepartsofKino’slife.

ThusKinoreferstothesongas“theWhole,”meaningalloflife.Heand

Juanasingthesesongswhenanoccasionarisesthatneedanexpression

ofemotion.Inthegoodtimesandthebadtimes,eitherKinoorJuana

breaksintosong.

WhenCoyotitoisstungbythescorpion,Juanasingsthesongofthefamily,

toprotectherchildagainstevil.Kinosingswhenthepriestcomesand

wantstobepartofthepearlanditswealth.

AfterKinothrowsthepearlintothesea,itisstatedthatthemusicofthe

pearlsoftensintoawhisperandthendisappears.

e.InwhatwaysdoesKinodefythepatternsoflifeinthetownandhow

doesthischangehim?

Kinobeginsthenovelpoorandunabletothinkbeyondtheconfinesofhis

nativefishingvillage.Afterdiscoveringofthepearl,however,Kinobeginsto



dream ofpossibilitiesforhisfamily,mostnotablyaneducationforhisson

thatwaspreviouslyunthinkable.

Heseesthesedreamsmaterializewhenhelooksintothepearl'ssurface.

Becausehecannotsimplyignorethesedreamsheembarksuponacourse

ofactionwhicheventuallymakeshim afugitivefrom hisownvillageanda

killerofmenseveraltimesover.

ThepeopleofthetowndidnottrusttheireyesduetotheeffectsoftheGulf

mist,yetKinobelievesthethingshefirstseesinthepearlandisdeceived.

Theimageofhissonreceivinganeducationisreplacedbyanimageofthe

boy'sdeadbody;similarly,theimageofKinoandJuanabeingmarriedin

thechurchisreplacedbyanimageofherbruisedandswollenfaceafterhe

hasbeatenher.

Whenhereturnstothevillage,defeatedbythedeathofhisson,hefirst

offersJuanathechancetothrowthepearlintothesea.Thisindicatesthat

hehaslearnedtoappreciateherjudgementandis,inasense,yieldingto

her.

Thatsheinsiststhathebetheonetothrowthepearlintotheseaindicates

thatsheremainsfaithfultotheirpreviouswayoflifeand,asshehas

alwaysdone,seekstopreserveit.

f.WhatistheliteralandsymbolicfunctionofKino'scanoe?

In ThePearl byJohnSteinbeck,Kino'scanoeisanimportantsymboland



hasseveralfunctions.Firstofall,theliteralfunctionofthecanoeisto

provideKinoandhisfamilywiththeirlivelihood.Withoutthecanoe,Kino

couldnotsearchforoysters,andwithoutthecanoe,hewouldhavenever

foundthepearl.

Furthermore,onaliterallevel,thecanoeisthe"onethingofvaluehe

owned"(Chap2,para6).Inchaptertwowhenthecanoeisintroduced,Kino

isfilledwiththeSongoftheFamilyandthatisagoodsong,filledwith

love. 

g.WhatroledoesreligionplayinJohnSteinbeck'sThePearl?

ThecommunityinwhichKinoandhisfamilyliveisdominatedbythe

RomanCatholicChurch.Thepriestisextremelyinfluentialintheaffairsof

thetown.

KinoandJuanaarefirm believersintheinvolvementofGodintheirlives,

yettheirbeliefisalsomixedwithsomesuperstition.Juanaissurethatthe

discoveryofthepearlisananswertoherprayer.Thiswillmeanan

increaseintheirstandardoflivingandcanonlybetheresultofdivine

intervention.

Aseventsprogress,however,Juanachangeshermindandseesthepearl

asacurseontheirfamily.Onlybadthings,notgoodthings,happenafter

thediscovery.

Theyarevictimsofattackandattemptedrobbery,leadingtoKinocommit

murdertoprotectthepearl.Theyattempttogotothecity,butina



confrontation,theirsoniskilled.

Kinonowagreeswithhiswifethatthepearliscursed.Returninghome,

theythrowthepearlbackintothesea,hopingtoappeaseGodandbe

releasedfrom theevileffectsithasbrought.Thisbeliefinaninanimate

objectasthefocusofacurseisreflectiveoftheirsuperstitiousbeliefs.

Thebeliefthathumanbeingsaresubjecttothewhimsofanoftenvengeful

godisreflectiveoftheteachingsofsomeprimitivereligionsamongthe

nativepeoples.

Thisinfluencestheirunderstandingsoftheteachingofthechurchthatis

socentraltotheirlives.

Questionsonthemes

Whatthemeillustratesgoodvs.evilin"ThePearl?" 

OneofthemotifsthatSteinbeckusestoillustratethethemeofgoodvs.

evilismusic.WhenKinoawakens,heisfilledwithagoodfeelingandhe

referstothemusichehearsduringthisfeelingastheSongoftheFamily.

ThescorpionisaccompaniedbytheSongofEvil.TheSongoftheFamily

cries"plaintively"inresponsetotheSongofEvil.So,thereisthesensethat

thesongs,and/orforesofgoodandevil,arecompetingagainstone

another. 

EverythinginKino'sworldandculturecorrespondswithmusic.Thisgives

thenotionofgoodvs.evilartistic,abstract,anduniversalqualities.This

musiccanbepersonaloritcanrelatetoKino'sentirecultureandancestors.



Thus,thebattleofgoodvs.evilissomethinguniversal,spiritual,and

somethingthathasalwaysbeenpartoftheirculture: 

Kino'speoplehadsungofeverythingthathappenedorexisted.Theyhad

madesongstothefishes,totheseainangerandtotheseaincalm,tothe

lightandthedarkandthesunandthemoon,andthesongswereallinKino

andinhispeople-everysongthathadeverbeenmade,eventheones

forgotten. 

Justastherearesongsforbothgoodandevil,thepearlitselfcontainsthe

potentialforgoodandevil.Itrepresentshopebutcontainsthepotentialfor

sinanddestruction.

Themixofoldandnew(Catholic)religionsshowshowthisthemeis

commontomanyreligiousphilosophies.This"singing"orprayingisaway

thatKino'speopletrytomakesenseoftheworld.

Kinoisconfusedwhenhehearscompetingsongsofgoodandevilwhenhe

speaksofthepearl.(Thisisinitiallynoticeablywhenhefirstspeakswith

thepriest.)

Theancientmagic,theCatholicChurch,thesongsthemselvesareallways

thatKino'speopletrytounderstandthepotentialforgoodorevil.Oneof

Kino'stragicflawsisthatheinitiallyfailstoassociateevilintuition/music

withthepearl.Ofcourse,itisnotthepearlitselfthatcontainsevil.Itisthe

pearl'smonetaryvaluethatbringsoutthegreedandthus,theevilthoughts

ofanyonewhocovetsit. 

WhatisthemajorthemeofThePearl? 



AmajorthemeofThePearlisthatgreedcanruinnotonlyyourownlife,but

thelivesofthoseyoulove.Kino’slifepriortohisfindingofthepearlisone

ofcontentment.Hisneedsarefew,andhefindsjoyinhiswifeandchildin

theirmodestbrushhut.Whenhediscoversthepearl,however,he

immediatelybeginstowant.

Hedoesnotdesireanythingoutlandish,justarifleforhimself,schooling

forhischild,clothesforhisfamily,aproperweddingforhiswife.

Itisnottheamountthatonecraves,butthesimpleactofcravingitself

thatistheundoing.Hisgreedtransitionsfrom thethingsthepearlcanbuy

tothepearlitself.

Hebecomesviolenttowardhiswife,knockingherdownandkickingher

whenshetriestothrowthepearlbackintotheocean.

Hekillsamanwhoistryingtostealthepearlfrom him.Heloseshishome,

journeyingtowardthecitytofindsomeonewhowillgivehim moremoney

forthepearl.Yethenevermakesit,losinghissonintheprocess.He

returnshomeandridshimselfofthepearl.Thequestionremains:Hashe

lostallchanceforhappinessbecauseofhispastpossessionofthepearl?

Isthereanyredemptionforhim?

Questionsonplotandsetting

WhathappenedtoKino'shouseinChapter5?

Kino’shouseisdescribedasmadeofbrush.He,Juana,andCoyotitolivea

simplelifewithfewmaterialpossessions.Whenhefindsthepearl,there



arelimitedplacesinwhichtohideit,buthemanagestofindseveralspots,

buryingitinthedirtfloor.

Whenhemakeshisfindknown,especiallywhenherefusestosellittothe

localpearldealers,hehassethimselfupfortheprobabletheftofthepearl.

Thedoctor,thepearlmerchants,eventhepriest,knowshehasit,andtheir

greedmakesitlikelythattheywilltrytostealit,whichsomeonetriestodo.

Kinohaskilledonepersonwhohasattackedhim inordertostealthepearl.

Juanaattemptstothrowthepearlaway,fearingthatithasbroughtevil

intotheirhome.Whentheyareabsent,someonehassetfiretotheirhut.

Theneighborsfearthattheyfamilyhasbeenburnedtodeath,buttheyare

inhidinginJuanThomas’shouse.

Doyouthinkthatthepearlcanbeapoliticalnovel?

ThePearlisthestoryofapoorIndianwhosepeoplehavebeensubjugated

foroverfourhundredyears.WhilethedescendentsoftheEuropeanslivein

stonehouses,surroundedbywalls,Kinoandhispeopleliveingrassshacks

withearthfloors.

Kino'sstruggletobetterthelotofhisfamilyandhiseventualfailurecanbe

readasacondemnationoftheeconomicsystem whichpreventsKinofrom

realizingthevalueofthegreatpearl.

Significantly,Kino'smostcherisheddream isthathissonmightreceivean

educationandfreehispeoplefrom thecycleofpovertyandignorance.

Coyotito'sdeath,however,destroysKino'sfamilyandservesasapainful



reminderthattheinjustices,whichhispeoplehavealwayssuffered,willnot

beoverturnedbytheactionsofanindividual.

ThehorrorofKino'sfailureremindsthereaderoftheneedforreform and

aidinsocietieswheresuchactioncannotbesuccessfullyimplementedby

thedispossessed.

Howarepearlscreatedbyoysters?

Pearlsaremadeofnacre,whichonitsowniscommonlyknownas"mother

ofpearl"(becauseitisthesubstancefrom whichtruepearlsarebirthed).

Oystersdonotactuallymakepearlsdeliberately,asitwere;pearlsareaby-

productoftheoysters'needtoprotectthemselvesfrom invadersand

irritants.Forexample,ifapieceofgritorsandmakesitswayintothe

oyster'ssensitiveinternalarea,itwillbegintocoatthatpieceofgritinlayer

uponlayerofnacreinordertoshielditselffrom theirritationthatwould

otherwiseresult.

Sometimes,whenpearlsaremadedeliberatelyby"pearlfarmers,"an

irritantwillthereforebeintroducedintoanoyster'sshelltoencouragethis

process.

Essentially,however,theprocessofanoystermakingapearlissimilarto

theprocessbywhichoureyesbegintowaterwhenapieceofgrittouches

thesoftsurfaceoftheeyeballandneedstobewashedaway.

However,onasymboliclevel,thecanoerepresentsmorethanKino's

materialwealthandhisabilitytodiveforoysters.Thecanoefunctionsas



thesymbolofthetraditionsofbothhisfamilyandculture.Ithasbeen

passeddownfrom hisgrandfathertohisfatherandthentoKinoand

representstheirwayoflife.Later,whenthecanoeisdestroyed,soisKino's

life.

Infactthe killing ofthecanoeisconsideredmoreimportantthankillinga

man:"Thiswasanevilbeyondthinking.Thekillingofamanwasnotsoevil

askillingofaboat"(Chap5,para15).Thecanoerepresentsallthatis

importantinKino'sculture,andoncehiscanoeisdestroyed,theSongof

Evilovertakestheentirefamily

InThePearl,Chapter3,whatspecificallywillmakeCoyotitoandthe

familyfree?

KinohopesthatthePearloftheWorldwillopennewpartsofhisworldfor

hisfamilyandfreethem from theirpovertyandignorance.

Themusicofthepearlhadmergedwiththemusicofthefamilysothatone

beautifiedtheother.(Ch.3)

KinoimaginesthatheandJuanawillbemarriedinthechurch;hewillowna

harpoontoreplaceonehelostayearago,andevenbuyarifle.Further,he

envisionsCoyotitointhefuture,sittingatalittledeskinaschool,writingon

alargepieceofpaper.Someday,too,theboywillbeabletoreadbooks.

And,ifanyoneisill,thedoctorwillcome. 



ThePearloftheWorldcreatesmusicofpromiseanddelight,aguarantee

forcomfortandsafetyinthefuture.Itsluminescencewillensurehisfamily

againstillnessandprotectthem from sickness.Theywillbefreefrom the

worriesandthethreatsofpoverty.

EssayquestionsThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck

“ThedoctordoesnotcareaboutKinobecauseheispoor,andherefuses

totreatthesickbaby.”Thisisexplainedasfollows

Kinoissuspiciousofthedoctor. Kinoandhiswifeareaboriginals(Indians)

andthedoctorisoneofthecolonists,soheisawhiteman. TheIndians

nevercalladoctor,butwhenCoyotitogetsbittenbyascorpion,Juanaasks

forthecitydoctor.

Thisdoctorwasnotofhispeople.Thisdoctor wasofaracewhichfor

nearlyfourhundredyearshadbeatenand starvedandrobbedanddespised

Kino'srace,andfrightenedittoo,so thattheindigenecamehumblytothe



door.(Ch.1)

Thedoctorisnotakindperson. Kinoisrighttobecautious. Heseemsto

understandhowthedoctorthinks.Thedoctorlooksdownonthem. He

saysthatheisadoctor,notaveterinarian. Kinoisalreadyangry,anddoes

notappreciatebeingcalledananimal.

ThedoctortakesnointerestinKinoorhissickbaby. SinceheknowsKino

can’tpayhim,hedismisseshim.

"Hasheanymoney?"thedoctordemanded."No,theyneverhave

any money.I,Ialoneintheworldam supposedtoworkfornothing-and

I am tiredofit.Seeifhehasanymoney!" (Ch.1)

Heisright. Kinodoesn'thaveanymoney. AllKinohasareafewsmall

misshapenseedpearls,sothedoctor’sassistantsendshim awaywithalie

thatthedoctorhasgoneouttoseeaseriouscase.

Kinowasrightaboutthedoctor,sotheyarelefttotakecareoftheirbaby

themselves. Juanadoesherbesttohelpherbabyherself,havingalready

treatedthewoundwhentheincidentfirsthappened. ItturnsoutthatJuana

doesjustaswellashavingadoctor. Thebabystartstogetbetter.

“Thoughbad,socialoppressionisrealinourdaytodaylives.”Discuss

thisstatementusingthepearlbyjohnSteinbeck

Atfirstglance,wecanseeevidenceofgenderoppression,especiallyafter

KinobasicallylosesitwithJuanaandphysicallyassaultsher.Juana's

reactionisquitetelling.Itisshocking,becauseitshowsthedeeply-rooted



idealsthatstatethatmenwereinchargeofwomen.

Hehadsaid"Iam man"andthatmeantcertainthingstoJuana.Itmeant

thathewashalfinsaneandhalfGod....Juana,inherwoman'ssoul,knew

thatthemountainwouldstandwhilethemanbrokehimself.

Thisshowsoppressiononlybecause,priortoJuana'sthoughts,Kinohad

attackedher,evenkickedher,atthethoughtthatshewasescapingtheir

homewiththepearl.

Still,thereisanothertypeofoppressionquiteevidentinchapter5.When

Kinokillsthestrangerthatcomestoattackhim,hetriestoexplainoverand

overthathedidthisinself-defense.However,Juanamentionsaverytelling

statement:

"Doyourememberyesterday?"Juanaasked."Doyouthinkthatwillmatter?

Doyourememberthemenofthecity?Doyouthinkyourexplanationwill

help?"

Juana'sstatementbringsupthat,becauseoftheirpovertyandtheirsocial

status,JuanaandKinoaredisenfranchised.Asaresult,nothingthatthey

sayordowillbebelieved,accepted,orrespectedbythemenofthecity.

Thismeansbasicallythatthereissocialoppression,andbothJuanaand

Kinoarequiteawareofit.Foralltheyknow,the"menofthecity"couldjust

offerthem aninsultingamountofmoneyforthegreatpearl.Theycould

eventakeitwithoutpayingthem.Afterall,thetwoofthem arenot

consideredequals,butareinsteadconsidered"lesser"thanthemainstream

folk.



Assuch,JuanaandKinoareinasituationwhere,nomatterwhathappens

tothem,theywillenduponthelosingend,justforbeingwhotheyare.That

istotalsocialoppression,andnobodydeservesthattreatmentinany

civilizedsociety.

”fortunecansometimesturnustocalamitiesandbadomens.”Discuss

thistopic,withreferencetothepearl,byJohnSteinbeck

Introduction

Manypeopleintheworldtodaygrowcrazyandmadwhensurroundedby

eventheslightestbitofwealthandgoodfortune.Evenastrongperson

whorecognizestheirprioritiescanstillbecomecorruptwithtoomuch

power.Thereisnobetterexampleofapersonfallingintothepathofevil

andcorruptionthaninanovelwrittenbyJohnSteinbeck.

Body

InthenovelThePearl,byJohnSteinbeck,theauthorwritesaboutapoor

IndianmannamedKinowhobecomescorruptfrom thewealthofa

magnificentpearl.Steinbeckusesthemotifsoflightanddarkimagery,and

valuestodevelopthethemethatgoodfortune,wealth,andprosperitysteer

eventhemostinnocentofpeopletowardsapathofevilandcorruption.

It’struewelearnthatonemustrecognizetheirprioritiesandnotlet

materialobjectsaffectthem.

Steinbeckprovesthatpowerandrichesleadtoevilbythemotifofmusic.

EarlyinthenovelKinofindsthePearloftheWorldandforthemoment



nothingcouldbebetterforhim andhisfamily.

Theauthorwrites,“Kinoheldthegreatpearlinhishand,anditwaswarm

andaliveinhishand.Andthemusicofthepearlhadmergedwiththe

musicofthefamilysothatonebeautifiedtheother”(23-24).Music

symbolizeshowhappyandfortunateKinoandhisfamilyarecurrently

feeling.Kinofeelsgratefulfortheluckthathasbroughthim thePearlofthe

World.Kinocannotbelievehisgood.

AsJuanandKino’sbaby,Coyotito,isbittenbyascorpion,thedoctor

refusestotreatCoyotitoasheknewthattheCoyotito’sparentswerepoor

andcouldnotaffordtopayfortheirson’streatment.Kinodiscoversthathe

hastogetsomethingvaluabletopayforhisson’streatment.While

oystering,fateprovidesaway.Hegetsahugepearl.Hearingofthegreat

findbyKino,thedoctordecidestotreatCoyotitowithhopesofgettingthe

pearl.However,Kinobecomesavariciousanddecidestosellthepearl.

Regrettably,Kinobeginstounderstandthatmoneycannotafford

happiness,butitwastoolate.Hedecidestohidehiskin.Whilehidinghis

family,Kinorealizesthatheisbeingfollowedbytheevilmen,andmurder

oneoftheevilmen.Whilstattemptingtokilltheremainingevilmenaround

theirhidingplace,Coyotito,Kino’ssonwasshotbytheattackersanddead

instantly.Kinoandhiswifegoeshomewithouttheirsonanddecidesto

throwthepearlbacktothesea.

Conclusion

Insummary,thenovelattemptstoelucidatethatfatecannotafford

happinesssometimes.Itactuallycanmakeonendsuplivingamiserable



life.Therefore,peopleshouldalwaysbecontentedwithwhattheyhaveand

appreciatetheimportanceofeverythingintheirlive.

Writeanessay,illustratingtheeffectsofgreedinasociety.Usethepearl,

byjohnSteinbeckforillustrations.

Introduction

Thereisnothingthatcanleadtoamiserablelifeinoursocietiestoday,

thangreed.Greedypeopleneverachievesgoodness,butleadsalifefullof

regretsanddisharmony

Body

Greedcandestroythelifeofanindividual.Kino,aMexican,pearldiver,isin

desperateneedofhelpwhenhisbaby,Coyotito,isstungbyascorpion.

Kinofeelshisonlyhopeistofindapearlbeautifulenoughtosell.His

dream comestruewhenhediscoversamagnificentpearlonemorning.At

firstthediscoveryofthepearlcanbelookeduponasnotonlyamiraclebut

alsoalifesaver.Throughoutthenovelitbecomesapparentthepearlis

nowhereclosetoamiracle.Kino’slifebecomesastruggle.

Thedoctorcouldn’ttreatcoyotito,forthefactthathisparentswerepoor.

No,theyneverhaveanymoney.I,IaloneintheworldIam supposedto

workfornothing—andIam tiredofit.Seeifhehasanymoney!(11)

Withthesewords,Steinbecktriestoshowhowgreedythedoctorisand

howhewillnothelpayoungdefenselessbabyfrom death—justbecause



theyarepoorIndians,whohavenothingofvaluetopayhim forhisservices.

Thedoctor’swordsandactionsclearlyillustrateshumanity’sstrugglewith

greed.

AnotherexampleofgreedisshownwhenJuanatakesthepearlfrom Kino

tothrowbackintothesea.Kinorealizeswhatsheisdoingandgoesafter

her.JustasJuanaisabouttodiscardthepearl,Kinograbsherarm and

wrenchesthepearlfrom her.Hepunchesherinthefaceandwhenshefalls

ontheboulders,hekicksherintheside.

ThefollowingquoteestablishestheviolencethatKinounleashesonhis

wifeinordertoprotecthispreciouspearlfrom harm,duetohisgreediness

ofwhatthepearlwillbringtohim andhisfamily:“…RagesurgedinKino.He

leapedatJuanaandwrenchedthepearlfrom her…withclenchedfists,

struckherintheface…kickedherintheside…Greedyfingerswentthrough

hisclothes”(58-59).

ThisquoteshowsthegreedinKinoisgettinggreaterandgreater.The

readercantellthisbecauseKinoiswillingtohurtthepersonwhoheloves

themost,andwholoveshim themost,justtokeephispearlsafe.

Toomuchwealthsatisfiesindividual’sheartdesiresbutattimescanbring

worstoutofhim orher.ThepearlisanovelwrittenbyJohnSteinbeckand

examinesaman’sowndestructionthroughgreed.Inthisnovel,hopeand

evilconsumeKinoandtheentirecityofLaPazimmediatelyinformation

goesaroundthatKinofoundthepearloftheworld.AsassertedbyForman,

greed,culture,anger,happiness,luck,death,mysteryandevilareallmajor

aspectsinthisbook.

Greedcanbringouttheworstinpeople.Itcanturnpeopleintomonsters:



Greedistheemotionofpeoplebeingjealous.Anexampleiswhenpeople

wantmoney;thegreedwilltakeover.Thatisgreedandselfishness.Just

likeinthenovelThePearlbyJohnSteinbeckshowsgreedinsomany

differentways.SuchasKinofinding“thePearloftheWorld”(35).Hethen

turnsintooneofthebiggestgreedmonstersever.Helivesinavillagewith

hiswife,Juana,andson,Coyotito.Heishappyandheishappybeinga

fisherman.Theyliveinthepoorpartofthevillageduetothecoloroftheir

skin.JohnSteinbeckshowshowgreedcangofrom badtoworsethrough

thecharacterofKino.

Greedmakeskinowalkforalongdistance,barefooted.Enduring

hardships,justforthesakeofgreed.Thecountry,asitrosetowardthe

mountains,changedrapidly.Nowtherewerelongoutcroppingsofgranite

withdeepcrevicesbetween,andKinowalkedonbareunmakeablestone

whenhecouldandleapedfrom ledgetoledge.Heknewthatwhereverthe

trackerslosthispaththeymustcircleandlosetimebeforetheyfoundit

again.Andsohedidnotgostraightforthemountainsanymore;hemoved

inzigzags,andsometimeshecutbacktothesouthandleftasignand

thenwenttowardthemountainsoverbarestoneagain.Andthepathrose

steeplynow,sothathepaintedalittleashewent.

Itisgreedthatmakeskinoleadamiserablelife.Thestruggletohidethe

pearlfrom peopleisatrueeffectofgreed,sincehewouldhavesoldthe

pearl,longtimeago.Thesunleadsdownwardtowardthebarestoneteeth

ofthemountains,andKinosethisdirectionforadarkandshadowycleftin

therange.Iftherewereanywateratall,itwouldbetherewherehecould

see,eveninthedistance,ahintoffoliage.Andiftherewereanypassage



throughthesmoothstonerange,itwouldbebythissamedeepcleft.Ithad

itsdanger,forthetrackerswouldthinkofittoo,buttheemptywater-bottle

didnotletthatconsiderationenter.Andasthesunlowered,Kinoand

Juanastruggledwearilyupthesteepslopetowardsthecleft.

Theoperationsofchanceandtheefforttodiscerngoodluckfrom badluck

makeskinoagreedyman.Thepearlitselfisthebyproductofachance

grainofsandembeddinginanoyster.Additionally,Kino'sfindingofthe

pearlisdepictedastheluckymomentofcollusionofbeingintheright

placeattherighttimewiththerightneed.Theluckthatthepearlbrings

Kino'sfamily,however,isrevealedtobebadluckwhenhisattempttosellit

atafairpriceleadstothedeathofhisonlyson.Thisisclearforafact,that

hehadbeenwarnedbyhiswifeofthebadfortunethatthepearlmight

bringtotheirfamily.

Conclusion

Therefore,withgreed,nolifecanbesweetatall.Inorderforustoenjoy

goodlife,wethereforehavetoagreewithpartingwithgreed.

“Goodwithoutevilisnonexistent.”Discussthisstatementbasingyour

argumentsfrom thepearlbyJohnSteinbeck.

INTRODUCTION

Themostprominentthemeintheparableofthepearlisthatofthestruggle

betweengoodandevil.Asisthecasewithmostparables,thecharacters



andeventsofthestoryarerenderedmoredefinitely,alignedwithgoodor

evilthanwouldbepossibletoappreciatethedegreeofoverlapinherentto

therealworld.

BODY

ThroughoutthestorythesongsthatKinohearsinhisheadrevealstohim

onaninstinctuallevelofapersonorthing'struenature.Goodcanbe

characterizedbythesympatheticcharacterssuchasKinoandJuanaand

thepoorbythecountry'srichportrayedusingunsympatheticcharacters

likethedoctor.

InThePearlbyJohnSteinbeck,eviltransformscertainhumblecitizensinto

envioussavages.Itisthisevilwhichmovesthestoryalongandadds

drama.Itcausesthebeginningofahappyspirit,butthedownfallof

goodnessandhumanity.Evilisshownbythedoctormanytimesduringthe

story.Atfirst,herefusestotreatCoyotitobecausehisparentshaveno

money.AfterthedoctorheardofKinoandJuana'sfortuneinfindingthe

pearl,herashestotreatCoyotito,somethingthathecouldnotdo,since

Kinohadnomoney.

ThesongofevilaccompaniesthePriestwhotreatstheIndianslikechildren

andthedoctorwhoregardsthem asanimals.Thesongofthefamily,orthe

songoflife,accompaniesthelife-sustainingmorningactivitiesaswellas

thefamilyitselfastheyfleefrom theirpursuers.

InKino'sconceptionofgoodandevilanythingthatthreatensthefamilyis

evil.Thusthesongofevilcanalsoaccompanynaturalthingslikethe

scorpionwhichstingsCoyotito.



Conversely,Juanabelievesthatthegreatfindbyherhusbandiseviland

decidestodetachherselfform it.Kinodecidestovendthepearlforfifty

thousandpesos;nonetheless,thehighestbidwasonlyfifteenhundred

pesos.Hemakeshiswaytothecitytogetahigheroffer.Unfortunately,the

pearlonlybringstohim unhappiness.Onhiswaytocity,Kinoisattackedby

evilmenwhoattempttotakeawaythepearl.Beingunsuccessful,theevil

mendestroyKino’scanoeandaswellasthehouse.

Thepearl,alsoaproductofnature,isneverclearlydefinedasinherently

goodorevil.Ratheritseffectuponthefamilyisshowntobeevilonceithas

proventobeatreacherousrepositoryofKino'sdreams.Thepearl's

immediateandlastingeffectuponKinoistocausehim todream ofbetter

thingsforhimselfandforhisfamily.Althoughthepearlattractsattackers

andpursuers,Kinoisdeterminedthatitshallbethemeansbywhichhis

familyrisesabovetheirstationand,mostimportantly,hisson.

CONCLUSION

Itisthereforeclearthatineverycommunityintheworld,evilcomeshandin

handwiththegoodinthesociety

Family

“Aunitedfamilybringshopeforsuccessinlife.”Discusstheabove

assertion;usingillustrationsfrom thepearlbyJohnSteinbeck

Introduction

Itistruethatinoursocietiestoday,familiesthatlivestogetherwithunity,



succeeds.Thesearefamiliesthatifamembermakesamistake,heis

normallycorrectedandforgiven.Lifemovesonwellwithease.

Body

AlthoughKinobeginsthestorywiththe"songofthefamily"coursing

throughhisbeing;heissoonsidetrackedbythedesiresgeneratedbythe

pearl.ThoughthesedesiresareforthingsthatKinobelieveswillmakethe

familystrongerintermsoftheirmarriageandtheirchild’seducation,Juana

strugglestomaintainthefamilyasitoncewas.

Significantly,Juanasuggestsdestroyingthepealbetweentwostonesand

actuallyattemptstofreeherfamilyofitsinfluencebythrowingitbackinto

thesea.SherealizesthatthefamilywouldhavenomeaningwithoutKino

andrelentstohisdesiretosellthepearlinthecity.Justasthefamilyis

whatdrivesKino'sdesires,sodoesthesenseoffamilybindJuanatohis

sidewhensherefusestopartwithhim duringtheirflightintothe

mountains.

Thestruggleforsuccessofhisfamilyishighlyseenwhenkinoexplainsto

hiswifethattheessenceofgettingthepearlissothattheymaygetrich,

andtransform theirfamily.Heinformsherthattheywillbemarriedinthe

churchandlater,theywillhavenewclothes.AllthatKinowishestohis

familyissuccess.

Whenhiscourageandingenuityfalter,kinoissupportedbyhispartner,

Juana.Shesharesherhusband’swork,whileacknowledgingkinos

authority.Inthecanoes,shewaslikeastrongman.OnceCoyotitohas

beenkilled,however,thefamilyhasceasedtoexistandKinocanseethat

thepearl,contrarytohisinitialbelief,hasbroughtnothingbutbadfortune.



Conclusion

Itisthereforetruethatafamilyshouldlivetogether,dinetogether,hustle

togetherandstaytogetheruptotheend.Stickingtogetherallthroughand

helpingeachother,leadstosuccess.


