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Because of al-Samahiji’s direct association with the latter manuscript the
present editor/translator assumes that the Qum manuscript is the closer of the
two copies to the original text of ‘ Munyat al-Mumarisin ". Footnotes to the
Arabic text note the differences between the Qum (referred to as gaf) and Majles
(designed as mim) copies of the text. Perhaps the most important difference
between these two manuscripts occurs in those points numbered 20 to 22. The
Majles manuscript’s number 20 corresponds to Qum'’s number 21, while
Majles’s number 22 corresponds to Qum’s 22. The Majles manuscript actually
omits a point numbered 21, corresponding to number 20 in the Qum manu-
script. Because the Qum copy is presumed closer to the original, in both the
Arabic text and English translation the present editor has followed the
numbering and text of the Qum manuscript.

Arabic manuscripts feature overlining rather than underlining. In the Arabic
text below thin overlining indicates additions made within the body of the Qum
text itself, most likely by the copyist. Text with a broken line over indicates text
in the body of the Qum copy crossed out, again probably by the copyist. Thick
overlining indicates additions made in the margins of the Qum manuscript,
presumably by al-Samahiji himself. A double broken line, used only in number
12, indicates text added above the line in mim, presumably by the copyist.
Paragraphs and punctuation markings have been added by the present editor/
translator to the Arabic original—and English translation—where changes in
style or substance suggest. In the English translation, in square brackets after
the number of the point in the original is the number of the point(s) in
al-Khwansari's abridgement to which it most closely corresponds.

Arabic text
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(Qum, 1975), 214-15. The present writer would like to thank Dr. H. M. Tabdtabd"i. Professor W.
Madelung, and Drs. Norman Calder and Etan Kohl for their comments on the Arabic text and
English translation of this text, and John Cooper for his encouragement and a.sistance with the
typesetting of the Arabic text. *Abd al-Hoseyn Hi'eri and Drs. Tabajabd' and Yann Richard are to
be thanked for their assistance in facilitating access to these two manuscripts. The Arabic text itself
15 typesel at the Oxford University Computing Service.
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