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A SONG FOR HER
Yousif M. Al-Tinay
(1909 - 1969)
For you my dear« my very dear one«
I sing like a bird when full of fun,
With the golden sunset and morning dew

For you I song and only for you!
skeskskok

When you and I fell in love together
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We threw ourselves into sacred fire
And so our souls were thus purified
And love remained but vanity died.

skeskskok
And the seal of love was a long deep kiss
The charm of which we could never miss
In a long embrace and with closed eyes
We found ourselves in paradise.
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Sudani —«

“ 1 am not like any Sudani...”. No doubt you have heard this
uttered before you by some European or Levantine, irrespective of
his own social standing. The country being ruled by whites, it is a

foregone conclusion that all “whites “ are intrinsically superior to all

coloured natives. The instance that prompted the writer to talk up this
subject was of a lorry driver, a native of South Eastern Europe, who
knew no languages and could hardly pen his name in his own, who in
addition was in a bad way and in the act of bargaining for grace in
connection with debts he had contracted. He was not a Sudani to
come and ask for “filus” he was saying. He was talking in bad Arabic
and not in a confidential tone. To this moment we are sure that he
has not the haziest notion of an idea that he had said anything that
could pain any of his hearers, or over hearers. Why ! was he not a
“KHAWAGA” and as such entitled to consider himself of a better
stock than any Sudanese or other “black feller” ? he belonged to the
civilized world and came here to assist in that most humane of
missions : the civilizing of backward races.

Another instance : the writer was talking to friends when the
“Blue Nile Cinema” situate within the British. Barracks was
mentioned “that cinema is closed to natives,” said one, “having been
especially erected for the British garrison and for Europeans”. That
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means that your junior “European” office assistant can gain
admission so long as he possesses the cost of ticket ,but you, Reader
“No, Sir. You are a Sudanese !”” we have no doubt that that limitation
to the cinema goers was intended for insuring a somewhat refined
and not too mixed a crowd by excluding the “mob”. It never
occurred to those concerned that there where Sudanese other than
those who occupy the cheap front seats or squat on the ground. It
never occurred to them, dear reader, that you could afford a first
class ticket or a box and take our place in a cultured European
atmosphere. Impossible! You are Sudani! Whereas by simply
excluding the cheaper tickets, to non-soldiers, they could attain their
purpose without wounding the national consciousness of those
people whom that small garrison was meant to guard from mischief.

A propos the Garrison. We once came by a remarkable notice of
military boxing tournament, and at the bottom of the entrance fees
list was: “Natives of the Sudan P.T 1.” The purport of this was that
there was room for those boxing “fans” who sit on he ground in a
special enclosure. This is the same idea again. A Sudani is that man
with filthy clothes who squats on the ground !”

These may seem only trifles but in reality they have far-
reaching effects. They are related to our national consciousness, and
by being indifferent to them we display a feeling of inferiority that
will by no means help us in our upward movement. As regards the
foreign element, cretain of them have stopped in this country for
several years, or for a considerable time, and have learnt to be
satisfied with their lot and the life among us. Some have many
friends or customers among those “natives” too but have not yet
learnt that those people have any claim to respect against what the
European takes for granted as a “Khawaga”. Different classes of
these gentry are not different in this respect.

One goes to any place in Europe or America. One is addressed
“Sir” and called a Mr., Monsieur or Signor as the case may be,
irrespective of colour or nationality. Here, however, “Mr.” is
reserved for a cretain class, another is a “Khawaga” or “Effendi” or
sheikh, another is nothing at all. You might be writing some letter to
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an oriental and would hesitate how to address him. Would he accept
“Sheikh” or “Effendi” or claim “Khawaga” , Mr. Or Monsieur?

We do not presume to be able to remove, as with a magic wand,
this legacy of the past: the days of conquests and slavery, but we do
say to all: why should the designation Sudani in itself be a cause for
contempt or a feeling of inferiority, to the extent at being employed
in an abusive manner? But before saying to the foreigners “guard
your tongues when addressing or referring to the native of this
country,” we first of all say to the native: Guard your own self
respect and take pride in your Country, which has never had a worse
enemy than an ungrateful guest or a faithless son. Prove to the world
that the Sudanese is not only the man in dirty clothes who squats on
the ground. In other countries there are others who may not possess
those rags, but —once their luck throws them this way- they feel like
having descended from Heaven to this inferno and assume the proper
condescending attitude.

On the day when the Sudanese realises the meaning of his
national status —and does not for instance deny it to get his son into
the Comboni College or the Coptic Schools, or obtain an admission
to the Blue Nile Cinema, on that day the foreigner will learn not to
depreciate that nationality.
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