Mineral Resources of Africa

➥ Africa has 90% of the world’s cobalt and platinum,  50% of the world’s gold, 98% of the world’s chromium, 70% of the world’s  tantalite, 64% of the world’s manganese and one-third of the world’s uranium. 

➥ The DRC alone has 70% of the world’s coltan (ore of Tantalum) and more than 30% of the world’s diamond reserve.

➥ Guinea is the world’s largest exporter of bauxite (ore of aluminum). 

➥ North African countries constitute one of the world’s major centres of oil production. Libya, Algeria and Nigeria are among Africa’s leading producers of crude petroleum. Algeria has a huge reserve of natural gas, as well. North Africa is also rich in phosphate deposits and production, Morocco being the world’s leader in its output. Coal, iron ore, uranium, platinum, lead, zinc, and cobalt are also available in Northern Africa, though to a lesser extent.

➥ Significant amount of oil reserve is also found in Western and CentralAfrica. With Nigeria being Africa’s top petroleum producer. Other important oil-producing countries of the region include Angola, Gabon, and the Republic of the Congo.. 

➥ Guinea alone has about one-third of the world’s reserves of bauxite.


➥ Southern Africa is one of the world’s richest source of gold, diamond, and several other rare metals. Among the countries of the region, the republic of South Africa alone has the largest and most diverse mineral economy. As a result, the country is a leading producer of gold and uncut (raw) diamonds.

➥  Zimbabwe is also an important producer of gold. Botswana and Namibia produce significant amount of diamond. Chromium, cobalt, antimony, uranium, lithium, nickel, manganese, asbestos, platinum, titanium, and vanadium are also important minerals produced in southern Africa.
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Challenges to Ethiopia’s Socio Economic Development

➯ The different factors hindering Ethiopia’s progress (challenges) are interconnected  and in combination constitute a “poverty trap” that prevents the country from breaking out of poverty. These factors are: 

◆ Rapid population growth and the concomitant addition of 2 million persons per year is a major barrier to poverty reduction. 

◆ Land-fragmentation: more than 50% of Ethiopia’s small land holders have less than 2 hectares, which deters the use of modern agricultural input and large-scale farming techniques


◆Environmental degradation has caused frequent droughts. 

◆ Very low productivity 

◆ Low income 

◆ Low levels of investment 

◆ Dependence on unreliable rainfall 

◆ Structural bottlenecks 

◆ Lack of good governance and commitment to accomplishing tasks

◆ Low infrastructure coverage: although there have been significant

improvements during the past 10 years, the level of infrastructure coverage remains remarkably low when compared to elsewhere in the  world, as shown in the Table 5.5.
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          PASDEP (PLAN FOR ACCELERATED AND SUSTAINED DEVELOPMENT TO END POVERTY)

➤ Since the early 1960s, various development plans have been designed in Ethiopia to alleviate poverty. However, due to factors such as wrong structural adjustments and frequent weather shocks, the country has not been able to come out of its  “poverty trap”. 

➤ The National Development Plans that were developed under the Monarchy and under the Military Regime were unable to improve the lives of most Ethiopian  people, particularly the peasantry. 

➤ The EPRDF government initiated a five-year development program during its first year’s rule (1992-1993).

➤ Later, it defined successive additional five-year development plans to achieve sustainable growth.

  These are 

·  Sustainable Development and Poverty Reduction Programme (SDPRP) – 2000-2004. 

·  Plan for Accelerated and Sustainable Developments to End Poverty –  2005-2010 (PASDEP) 

 Growth and Transformation Programme – 2010-2015 (GTP). 

· what is PASDEP?

➤ PASDEP is a document that describes the Plan for Accelerated and Sustained Development to End Poverty. It was Ethiopia’s guiding strategic framework for 
the five-year period of 2005 – 2010.

➤ It represents the second phase of SDPRP, which covered 2001 – 2004, and it is the link to GTP, which was designed for 2010 – 2015. 

PASDEP carries forward important SDPRP strategies related to: 

➲ human development

➲ rural development

➲ food security

➲ capacity building

GTP also addresses these and other socio-economic issues.

 Unfortunately, during its 5-year period, PASDEP was affected by a number of external and internal shocks including: 

·  less support than expected offered by donors

·  poor rainfall 

 the global financial crises that began in 2008/2009 and swept the whole world

The PASDEP process benefited from two round consultations with civil society, non-government actors, and partners. The strategy was also supported by a  number of background papers and studies prepared by government ministries and independent Ethiopian experts. The strategy’s bases included the MDGs Needs Assessment for Ethiopia. 

                 The PASDEP Strategy 

During the PASDEP period, Ethiopia continued to follow the important initiatives adopted under SDPRP (expanding education and strengthening health services, capacity building, decentralization, and the food security program). 

It also continued to pursue the strategy of ADLI (Agricultural Development�Led Industrialization) but made important enhancements to intensify and commercialize the small-land-holding agricultural sub-sector. 

The PASDEP program was based on these nine activities: 

1 A massive push to accelerate growth. This strategy had two main thrusts: 

i Commercialization of agriculture, and 

ii Promoting much moral rapid non-farm private sector. 

2 A more differentiated approach to agriculture, focusing on Ethiopia’s very different agro-ecological area. 


3 A renewed look at several-urban linkages and the urban agenda. 

4 Addressing the population challenge by implementing the existing national  population strategy and making services available for spacing births. 

5 Unleashing the potential of Ethiopia’s women. The goals were:

i increasing the number of girls who complete their schooling 

ii improving women’s health 

iii liberating girls’ and women’s time from the unproductive hours spent  fetching water supplies. 

iv improving several telephone services

6 Strengthening the infrastructure’s backbone – the road network, water supply, electric power supply, etc. 

7 Managing risk and volatility. The goals were: 

i reducing repeated households cycles in and out of poverty that result from crop failure and major illness. 

ii reducing the impact of shocks on public finances and government  programs

8 Intensive efforts to reach the MDGs. This goal included a major effort  between the government of Ethiopia and its foreign-aid partners. 

9 Creating jobs. In Ethiopia, especially in urban areas, unemployment is a  serious challenge. The goals were:

i managing the dynamics of population growth 

ii expanding labor-intensive production activities 

