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Q1 In a modern democratic polity, there is a separation of power between
legislature, executive and judiciary. Elected p=ople’s representatives form the
legislature and executive, and appointed judges form the judiciary. Ministers
frame policy decisions and bureaucrats execute these. In the initial decades after
independence, the relationship between the three organs was characterized by
mutual understanding, respect and cooperation, without encroaching upon each
other’s domain.
However, in the subsequent decades, the situation has changed. There are
instances of the political executive insisting upon the permanent executive to
follow its agenda. Further, there are instances of the political executive insisting
upon the judiciary to follow its agenda.
Under this scenario, there is a definite trend towards ‘politicization of the
judiciary’. The rising materialism and acquisitiveness in social life has also
adversely impacted upon the ethical values.
- What are the consequences of this ‘politicization of judiciary’? Discuss.
| (250 words) 20 marks.
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Q 2 Dr X is a leading medical practitioner in a city. He has set up a charitable trust
through which he plans to establish a super-speciality hospital in the city to cater
to the medical needs of all sections of the society. Incidentally, that part of the
State had been neglected over the years. The proposed hospital would be a boon
for the region.

You are heading the tax investigation agency of that region. During an inspection
of the doctor’s clinic, your officers have found out some major irregularities. A few
of them are substantial which had resulted in considerable withholding of tax that
should be paid by him now. The doctor is cooperative. He undertakes to pay the
tax immediately.

However, there are certain other deficiencies in his tax compliance which are
purely technical in nature. If these technical defaults are pursued by the agency,

9 considerable time and energy of the doctor will be diverted to issues which are
not so serious, urgent or even helpful to the tax collection

process. Further, in all probability, it will hamper the prospects

of the hospital coming up.

There are two options before you:

1) Taking a broader view, ensure substantial tax compliance and ignore defaults

that are merely technical in nature.
2) Pursue the matter strictly and proceed on ali fronts,whether substantial or

PRS- T

merely technical.
As the head of the tax agency, which course of action will you opt and why? (250
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Q 3 Sivakasi in Tamil Nadu is known for its manufacturing clusters on firecrackers
and matches. The local economy of the area is largely dependent on firecrackers
industry. It has led to tangible economic development and improved standard of
living in the area.
So far as child labour norms for hazardous industries like firecrackers industry are
concerned, International Labour Organization (ILO) has set the minimum age as 18 |
years. In India, however, this age is 14 years.
The units in industrial clusters of firecrackers can be classified into registered and
non-registered entities. One typical unit is household-based work. Though the law
is clear on the use of child labour employment norms in registered/non-registered |
units, it does not include household-based works. Household-based work means |
children working under the supervision of their parents/relatives. To evade child
labour norms, several units project themselves as household-based works but
employ children from outside. Needless to say that employing children saves the
costs for these units feading to higher profits to the owners.
On your visit to one of the units at Sivakasi, the owner takes you around the unit
which has about 10-15 children below 14 years of age. The owner tells you that in
his household-based unit, the children are all his relatives. You notice that several
children smirk, when the owner tells you this. On deeper enquiry, you figure out
that neither the owner nor the children are able to satisfactorily establish their

i
4'
|
|
|
|

' relationship with each other. (25 marks § 300 words)

Bring out and discuss the ethical issues involved in the above case.
What would be your reaction after your above visijt?
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