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PROCESS OF TRIAL OF CRIMINAL CASES IN INDIA 
(Flow Chart*) 
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Complaint to /FIR Registration directly by Police 

FIR registration: on the orders of a competent Court on filing of Criminal Complaint 

FIR Registered by Police in 
a Cognizable Criminal Case 

Investigation by Police 
 For collection of 

evidence; 
 Interrogation / 

statement of  accused; 
 statement of 

witnesses; 
 Scientific analysis / 

opinion if required 

Arrest of the accused, if 
deemed proper by the 
investigation officer. 

 May be kept in Police 
Custody, or 

 Sent to the Judicial 
Custody on the orders 
of the Magistrate 

 

Application for Anticipatory 
Bail, if arrest apprehended, 

before Sessions Court 

Application before 
High Court for 

Anticipatory Bail, if 
rejected 

Petition (SLP) for 
Anticipatory Bail / 

Protection from arrest, 
before Supreme Court 

Application for Bail 
before the Court of 

Magistrate or 
Sessions, as 
applicable 

 Bail Rejected. 
Application for Bail 
before the Court 
of Sessions (On 
rejection from 
Magistrate), or 

 Application for 
Bail, before High 
Court (on rejection 
from Sessions 
Court), and  

 Supreme Court (on 
rejection from the 
High Court), as 
may be applicable 

If, Bail Granted.  
Accused Released 

On completion of 
Investigation, Police 

concludes that offence is 
made out 

On completion of 
Investigation, Police 

concludes that no offence 
is made out 

Charge-sheet is filed 
before the Magistrate Case closure report is filed 

before the Magistrate 

Arguments before the 
Court on framing of 

charges 

 Evidence by 
Prosecution, on 
whom generally 
the onus of proof 
lies. 

 Cross Examination 
of witnesses by 
Accused/Counsel 

Mandatory 
Examination of 

accused by the Court 

 Evidence by 
Accused, if any, in 
defense. 

 Cross Examination 
of witnesses by 
Prosecution 

 

 Conclusion of 
Evidence; 

 Oral Arguments; 
 Submissions of 

memorandum 
of arguments, if 
any 

Judgment by the 
Court 

Acquittal 

Conviction 

Hearing on quantum 
of sentence 

Appeal to Higher 
Courts 

(Sessions/High 
Court/Supreme 

Court) 

Filing of Revision Petition 
against the framing of 

charges before the Higher 
Court 

Filing of Quashing Petition 
before the High Court 

Charge not 
made out 
– Accused 
discharged

.. 

Charge 
framed 

Trial before the Court 
starts 

Commission of a cognizable offence Refusal of Police to register complaint/FIR 

Filing of a private criminal complaint 
against the offender before competent 

Cognizance of the commission of the 
offence and inquiry by the court.  

 

Commission of a non-cognizable/Bailable 
offence 

If, Bail Refused.  
Accused remains in 

police/ judicial 
custody 

On arrest, grant of bail by 
Police as a matter of right 

Start of the Process in a criminal case 

 Preliminary Inquiry by court,  
and if prima facie case made out, 
 Summoning of the accused.  

 

Trial of the commission of the 
offence by the court 

 

Grant of Bail by Court 


