Colors in Ancient Egypt
Information collected by Giorgio DN

Egyptian painters relied on six colours in their palette: red, green, blue, yellow, white and black. Red, the colour of
power, indicated life and victory, plus anger and fire. Green symbolized new life, growth, and fertility, while blue
represented creation and rebirth, and yellow stood for the eternal, such as the sun and gold. Yellow was the colour
of Ra and of all the pharaohs, which is why their sarcophagi were constructed from gold to symbolize the everlasting
and eternal pharaoh who was now a god. White hues represented purity, symbolized all things sacred, and were
usually used in religious objects used by priests. Black was the colour of death and symbolized the underworld and
the night.

(Source: http://www.visual-arts-cork.com/artist-paints/egyptian-colour-palette.htm)

The Egyptian palette had six colors: red (desher), green (wadj), blue (khesbedj and irtiu), yellow (kenit and khenet),
black (khem or kem), and white (shesep and hedj). Most of these colors were made from mineral compounds, which
is why they retained their vibrant colors throughout thousands of years.

(Source: http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/colorcode.htm)
Other sources:

https://www.thoughtco.com/colors-of-ancient-egypt-43718  Nice web site! Various colors with their hieroglyphic
writing

https://www.worldhistory.org/article/999/color-in-ancient-egypt/

https://ancientegyptonline.co.uk/colour/#:~:text=The%20ancient%20Egyptian%20palette%20was,add%20colour%2
0to%20their%20art.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/208871706_Color_in_Ancient_Egypt
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