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3.1 OVERVIEW

In Unit 2, we explored various concepts relating to professional teachers and discus

sed the attributes and challenges teachers face in the
classroom. In this unit, we look at the different teaching philosophies and understand how this impacts on our teaching. In your exploratipi
of this jeurney, you will then learn 1o understand the components that make up the |

also leamn to understand how community life impacts on the teacher and leaming

" 2.2 Components that make |
- up Teaching and Learning
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2.6 Assignment 3

Befare you learn more about the

philosophies of teaching and learning, it is important to understand what makes up the teaching and
learning community,
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3.2 COMPONENTS THAT MAKE UP THE TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMUNITY

As the members of this community have been trained, continue to develop and acquire skills and are required to perform their work, the
are regarded as a professional learning community (PLC). Although there are many definitions provided, DuFour, DuFour, Eaker and Mapy
(2008) stress that PLCs are educators committed to working together using processes of inquiry, problem-solving and reflection upon their
practice. The crucial element to a teaching and leaming community is to work together and continue learning,

In the teaching and learning environment called a school, the principal and the school leadership team play a crucial role. They are
expected to provide leadership, manage the school efficiently, and guide and support the teaching and learning community in many area
of the work they do, They also need to promote positive working relationships between staff members and encourage them to learn and
develop together for the benefit of their learners.

Itis not only the responsibility of the head of the school and their team to provide leadership but also members of the teaching staff mus
be encouraged to work together. They need to interact with each other, share ideas about their classroom practice as well as the work th )
do with learners. In addition, they must plan the year schedule as a team of professional learners. They may, for example, plan to design)
and develop the grade and/or phase curriculum as a team, thus creating a coherent programme or a curricufum for the school. This
collaboration compenent is necessary to build collegiality through learning from each other and contributing to the improvement of the
school,

The ongoing assessment of learners, the curriculum and other initiatives in the school play a significant role in the teaching and learning
understanding. Ongoing formative evaluation is important for learning and improvement. When sharing on the performance of learners, fp
example, the PLC should focus on the positive performance and encourage those experiencing challenges to ask for advice and learn fr1 r

their colleagues. The school leadership should provide help and support those members of staff in this initiative.

=

'LEARNING ACTIVITY 3.1 - NOT FOR SUBMISSION
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LEARNING ACTIVITY 3.1 - NOT FOR SUBMISSION

In orc_#er 1o understand the context and background of your learners, as teachers, you need to explore the components that make your teaching and
learning effective. |n your exploration, you first need to do the following:

STAGE 1: Pre-Reading

1. Spend 5 minutes brainstorming what you think are the different tomponents that make up the teaching and learning community,
2. Secondly, think about the different roles and responsibiities of each component. Write some notes you will need to use later,
3. On the basis of your brainstorm, formulate some questions that you hope the Readings below will help to answer.

STAGE 2: Reading Stags

1. Click on the links below and read through the documents to help you understand more about the components of the eommunity of teaching and

2. If the document does not pen, go to the additional resources and find the related documents for reading. Highlight important points, make notes ard
keep for later use when working on your assignment

o

o Components of Teaching and Learning: M@Mﬂg@_&mng cg_njfsjjes.l’defagIIﬁjjgs.l’Cgmpongms—gt-a-ﬁ_gcg_e_sgm[—PLQ_p_d_f
o

o Teacher and

Teaching: LMMMWMMMMMQMMM@WMM f
STAGE 3: Post Reading

3.1 Organize what you have learned in the readings in the form of a mind map or table and write one (1} or two (2) statements al;out the readings. K
your notes to help you form the basis of your discussion and/or assignment. Remember to provide complete references for any direct quotations.
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K-12

BLUEPRINT

A planning resource for personalizing learning

A professional learning community (PLC) is a delicate recipe
ofingredients that never cooks the same way twice. What
makes a true PLC is how educators respond to the specific
heeds of their particular school. An idea or tactic embraced
by one school may not work for staff at another school.

The PLC concept is often misconstrued as si mply holding
more staff meetings. But it's much more than that. It's

a process that's focused on three major components:
learning, collaboration, and results,

First Component

The first component of learning versus merely teaching

is crucial, especially for school prineipals, With a pLc,
principals continue to observe instruction and discuss vital
issues, such as instructional data and student efficacy. But
the focus is on the results instead of on instruction. Year-
end test results will never be a surprise if principals spend
less time reviewing what teachers plan to do and more time
on what they actually do.

APLC should be an environment in which the faculty
learns from each other and works together as a unit. The
staff studies a topic together and determines collectively
how to apply their new learning. At all levels of the

school organization, professionals in the school work
collaboratively and continually to learn together and apply
their learning for the benefit of all students. Teachers also
collectively attend conferences and professional me etings
as part of staff development.

1 Copyright & 2014 K-12 Blueprint.
“ther names and mwma)-nedainedashpmpedydm

With the encouragement of the principal, teachers

use their own newly acquired knowledge to develop
additional units of study for students. In subsequent
meeting sessions, the staff shares and compares notes,
working in tandem with each other to provide a coherent
Program, coordinated at all grade levels. The resulting
development of 5 high-quality curriculum and the
development of the school as a learning community of
professionals can be attributed in large measure to the
school’s administrative leadership.

Second Component

Collaboration is the second component of a PLC. Staff
members must learn from one another and attend
outside professional-development offerings, assuming
that no one staff member is smarter than the collective
staff. A PLC meeting is more than teachers getting
together to share data. It is a group of individuals who
meet to achieve common goals for their grade level and
for the school. Building and maintaining a collaborative
culture is one of the most difficult aspects of a PLC. Yet
the school-wide collaboration that comes with it istruly
magical, with staff becoming champions of the school's
mission. Sharing their classroom practice provides the
opportunity for members to give and receive feedback,
contributing to their learning and development.

www.k12blueprint.com
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Decision-making structures and meetings are primary
means of communication. The minutes of each formalized
meeting should be printed and distributed to all teachers,
Therefore, even if teachers do not attend 3 particular
meeting, they have access to what ha ppened there. In
addition, the principal should make announcements each

morning over the public-address system, some intended for
teachers and others for students, The administrators can
also communicate through notes put into teachers’ boxes.

Teachers visit each other'’s classrooms to fearn from each
other and to provide useful feedback. Such open and
trusting practice contributes to individual and community
improvement. In an environment of this kind, teachers can
share both their successes and their failures and may be
more comfortable in debate, disagreement, and discussion.

When implementing a new curriculum, collaboration
among the faculty increases dramatically for several
reasons. First, if no one is familiar with the curriculum,
everyone needs to learn and master the new material,
Second, if the curriculum is organized sequentially,
teachers must link their work with what is being taught at
other grade levels, Third, teachers must work together on
the design of instructional units.

The principal can help develop various structures designed
to enable faculty to share, such as optional menthly
“concern” meetings that provide opportunities for open
discussions of issues or concern to the teachers. Decision-
making bodies that meet on a reqular basis should also be
established, as well as activities that foster cooperation
and collaboration among the faculty.

Shared decision-making begins at the campus level and is
instituted by the instructional leadership team, and can
spread through the training of staff from across the district
in the knowledge and skills deemed necessary for serving
onsuch a teamin each school,

Copyright € 2014 K12 Bhueprint,
'Ommnamsandbrandsmay bsdahrndasihnprupamufulhers

Third Component

This dedication to results is the final component of 3
successful PLC. Instead of merely sharing data, educators
and administrators actively respond to data. This
requires ongoing assessment of programs and initiatives
in the schaol, and common formative assessments are
vital. Teachers meet weekly to share status reports

of their common assessments. During these sharing
sessions, the focus is not necessarily on the teacher
whose perfarmance indicators are low but on creating
an atmosphere where the success of others can be
shared and replicated, Principals in PLC schools have the
courage to deal with hard numbers regarding student
performance and respond to this data.

Aladder of decision making can be used a means for
determining the focus of staff development for the
school year. Grade-level meetings and priorities can be
determined. Subsequently, the entire faculty can convene
to discuss and decide on the staff development program,
with the staff's voice carried “upward” on the ladder

by the established system. The process culminates in a
school-wide meeting to make the final decision,

In a PLC, principals encourage collective learning,

making it clear that expectations are high. Such

learning is enabled through arranging time, schedules,
and structures to accommodate it. He or she manages
and effectively utilizes resources, and monitors and
encourages efforts. The principal maximizes the resources
brought by grants, large and small, for the benefit of

the students. Furthermare, he or she gives teachers the
freedom and responsibility to make decisions.

A school’s vision evolves from the values of the staff. This
vision is used as a guidepost in making decisions about
teaching and learning in the school—a vision that focuses
on children and children's success. The school staff

joins together as a professional community of learners,
engaging in reflection, assessment, study, and learning.

www.k12blueprint.com
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Seven Habits of Highly
Effective Professional
Learning Communities

4

In a school where the staff operates as a PLC, the
aspirations of the teachers, needs of the students,
and goals of the school are realized.

- There must be some factor or purpose around

which the staff rallies its interest and energy to
join in community, and that factor must ultimately
benefit students. '

- The factors that make it possible for students to

grow and develop are the same factors that enable
professional staff to grow and develop.

A climate of democratic participation by all
constituents in the school {administrators,
teachers, other staff, students, and parents)
generates energy and enthusiasm to reach goals.

- In addition to a focus on goals and productivity,

the community of professionals in the school
demonstrates care and concern about the students
and each other

Organizational learning, in contrast to individual
learning, is richer and provides focus for the
members of the PLC,

- The school’s administration must provide the

schedules and structures for initiating and
maintaining organizational learning and its
application by the professionals in the school.

3 Copyright € 2014 K-12 Bluaprint.
"Other names and brands may be daimed as tha property of others

www.k12blueprint.com
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3.3 FACTORS THAT IMPACT ON THE TEACHING AND LEARNING IN SCHOOL

COMMUNITIES

complex issues and the dilemmas you will be experiencing daily.

you will be called upon and requested to help solve societal problems. At the same time, you have to deal with your own issues. You als¢
need to cope with the constant changes in your professional environment. This may pose a huge challenge to you and the community of|
your profession. In essence, you have a responsibility to deal with the various
community and learners in particular. As you look at the pictures below, you a
and school managers are forced to deal with a variety of challenges on a daily basis. As a teacher, you will have to leamn to address the

issues that may have an impact on you, the school
re forced fo ask yourself a number of questions. Teachers

| NEXT |
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LEARNING ACTIVITY 3.2 - NOT FOR SUBMISSION

| )

Before you get on with your readings, you first need to do the activity below. This activity is divided into three stages:

STAGE 1: Pre-Reading

1. Spend 5 minutes brainstorming what you think are the factors that impact on teaching and learning in your community. Secondly, think
about what you might want to do to help your community of professionals to resolve the challenges they might encounter in their
teaching career. Write some notes you will need to (se |ater. :

2. Based on your brainstorm, formulate some questions that you hope the video below will help to answer.

STAGE 2: Watching the Video Stage

1. Click on the links given below and watch the videos to help you understand mare about the issues that impacts on teaching and
learning. :

Lack of sleep: hitp://www.bbc com/news/busi ness-22209818 (1-__ V) (_‘) BCY
Sacio-economic status: h_npg:ffwww.ygutugg.comMa;gh'?v=1kaE30K-rM \ \ E

N -
Poverty: hitps:/fveww.youty ibe.comiwatch?v=UsIZmqlL SJwE ) ~?

1. If the given link does not open, highlight the link and paste it in a search engine like Google to open. Write important points while
watching the video and keep for later use when working on your assignment.

STAGE 3: Post Reading

3.1 Organize what you have learned from the pictures and the video in the form of a m_ind map or table and write five (5) statements about
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Existentialism: Roles of Teacher and Learner

Posted by: Ginny on: March 14, 2012

The teacher in existentialist education is there to provide pathways for students to explore their
own values, meanings, and choices. In order to do this, learners need to be aware of as many
options and choices as possible; they need to feel empowered and free to determine their own
values and identities; and they need a multiplicity of experiences to enhance their seif-awareness.
The teacher’s primary responsibility is to provide all these things, and to maintain a learning
environment where students feel €ncouraged to express themselves through discussion, creative
projects, and choice of study areas,

Self-expression is a key component of existentialist education.
The role of the student is to determine their own values and identity. Existentialist education

context, and considering cultural values in relation to the self.

Freedom, choice, and responsibility form a complex interrelation in existentialist philosophy. The
student is free to form and pursue their own values, but that freedom comes includes taking full
responsibility for those values. The existentialist student accepts responsibility for their own
values, feelings, and actions, because these have been self-generated rather than dictated by an
authority.

. e

Discussion and interaction between students helps each understand their own values within the social
context.

The Constructivist Classroom and Curriculum

Posted by: Ginny on: March 14, 2012

Classroom
A classroom designed with a constructivist philosophy includes lots of hands-on and visual material
that learners can explore and interact with. A sexuality classroom might have anatomical models,
graphics showing the relationships between gender and sexual identities, and other informational
materials around the room, accessible to learners and available for them to examine at their own
pace.
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The Montessori methed of early childhood education uses a largely constructivist approach. The typical
Montessori classroom features a wide variety of materials for hands-on learning, with open space and
small tables for learners to work individually with areas that interest them. (Image taken
from http://www.foundationhill.com/resources/Montessori+Room+1.1PG)

Under constructivism, it is important that learners have direct access to materials and information,
so that they can pursue areas of particular meaning and interest to them, and construct
knowledge on their own timetable. Handbooks or computer workstations where students can
consider case studies, search through media, or engage in virtual roleplay could also be powerful
constructivist tools in the classroom.

Curriculum ;

In a constructivist curriculum, the educator must make room to ask open-ended questions. This
pushes the learners to look at things past their factual sense and be able to think critically about
them. In addition, it must incorporate time for students to be able to process, reflect, and build on
what they learned. Real world examples are often used for students to be able to inductively grasp
concepts.

Usually, constructivist curriculums do not follow the mold of standard curriculums. It is encouraged
to build it around the student’s prior knowledge as well as hands on problem solving.

Moreover, the educators should encourage learners to continually reassess what they are learning
from the activity and how it is going to apply to their lives. This way the students are not only
learning from the activity but they also, “learn how to learn.”

Lesson Plans

Scavenger Hunt: Learners are given instructions and resources to conduct an online “scavenger
hunt” and gather information about a specific topic. The lesson plan as written focuses on
contraceptive methods, but it could easily be adapted for any subject area. Learners return and
share the knowledge they have gathered with their peers. The majority of the activity is self-
directed, giving learners the freedom to pursue and gather information on their own rather than
passively absorbing it from the teacher.

Anatomy Models (Lesson 3.1 in the linked file): Learners are given materials and references and
asked to collaborate in building three-dimensional models of male and female sexual anatomy.
This is a hands-on, cooperative approach to teaching anatomy, and lets students develop a close
understanding of reproductive and sexual anatomy using their own skills and creativity.

Body Collage: In groups, using magazines with a wide variety of images, learners create collages
of attractive people of their own gender. Using the collages and their own lists of body features
considered attractive or unattractive in their culture, learners consider overall messages and ideas
about attractiveness in their culture. The teacher facilitates discussion and critique of these ideas
based on the material that students developed.

The Existentialist Classroom and Curriculum

Posted by: Ginny on: March 14, 2012

Classroom

Existentialist education could happen in a variety of classroom settings: a round conference table,
an empty room, under a tree. Because the teacher is a facilitator of learning and seif-refiection,
rather than a didactic authority, a setting that places learners and teacher on an equal footing is
ideal. A circular arrangement of learners and teachers promotes discussion and ensures that
everybody in the classroom can be a participant. Because providing exposure to different
experiences is a key part of the teacher’s role, an existentially-desianed class might travel to
different locations.
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A bare floor, giant windows, a precipitous drop: how existential!

Another way to provide experiences and trigger learners’ self-reflection is to fill the room with
artwork that will evoke a strong response. Giving the learners an opportunity to respond to
evocative material helps them understand their own values and construct meanings around
various aspects of sexuality.

The Borghese Hermaphrodite, front view.

The Borghese Hermaphrodite is 3 provocative sculpture displaying what appears, from the front, to
be a reclining nude woman. Walking around the sculpture the viewer sees that the figure also has
a penis, testicles, and breasts. The simple visual conflict between what the viewer expects to see
and what they actually see creates a complex reaction around ideas of gender, beauty, and
attraction. Simply having an artwork like this displayed in a classroom creates opportunities for the
learner to create individual meanings around sexuality and gender ambiquity.

Curriculum

Existential curriculum content is focused on individuals and relationships: relationships between
learners, learner-teacher relationships, and even the learners’ relationships with historical
individuals, who demonstrate possible actions and choices for the learner to model their own life
after. The primary aim of the curriculum is to help learners develop their own values and
understand themselves within their own cultural context: rather than being dense with facts to
learn, an existential curriculum includes activities that will help learners explore and express their
own values and identities.

Choice and freedom are fundamental to existentialist philosophy. One object of a curriculum will be
to expose learners to a wide range of options from which to choose their own identity, goals, and
values. Learners should be given a great deal of freedom to pursue areas of interest, and

to engage with peers in discussions that help them shape and clarify their individual values in a
social context.

Lesson plans

Four Corners Values Clarification: This and other values clarification exercises provide a way for
learners to think through and express their values. This activity can be easily adapted for any topic
or learner population by changing the questions asked. Time is given for learners to articulate why
they chose the position they did, which provides the self-expression and identity formation that
are essential to existentialist education.

Body Concerns: This activity allows learners to consider their own feelings about their bodies from
a variety of perspectives. Learners are given time to discuss concerns about body image and
sexual function generated both within and outside the classroom. Emphasis of the activity is on
learners’ own thoughts and responses to the concerns raised, rather than the teacher’s input. Time
is also given to considering the social context of bady concerns, helping learners place their own
values and ideas in a cultural context.
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The Culture Connection: Learners generate information about their own culture’s values and
messages around sexuality, using personal observation and discussions with family and friends.

When they return to the classroom, they discuss and compare with their peers, and then critically
examine the messages for positive and negative content. Students are free to decide for
themselves what values they consider negative and what they consider positive.

Making Difficult Decisions: Students are introduced to a decision-making mode! that incorporates
generating alternatives, assessing consequences, and considering values. Understanding as many
alternatives as possible, and freely choosing based on one’s values, are core tenets of
existentialism, and thus this lesson plan helps students develop valuable skills for taking
responsibility for their own lives and choices.

Existentialism

Posted by: bytorres on: March 14, 2012

When it comes to existentialism, the learning that takes place is very subjective. The material to
be taught is secondary to experience. It's all about helping the learner develop a sense of seif,
They have to be able to take the information presented and chose what path to take based on
themselves as unique individual.
Main Theorists
Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855)

Kierkegaard is considered to be one of the founding fathers of existentialism. He was a minister
and philosopher. His existentialist philosophy was people should be prepared, if necessary, toc go
agains society if it would lead to a more “personally valid and meaningful path.”

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900)

Friedrich Nietzsche was a German philosopher around in the 19th century. Along with Kierkegaard,
he was considered a founding father of existentialism. He questioned traditional moral beliefs
aloeng with Christianity. He had a strong belief in bettering the self as well as the culture. He
believes in the idea of “life-affirmation” which basically means that one should question ay

societal beliefs that could “drain life’s expansive energies,” regardless of how popular those beliefs
may be.

Martin Heidegger (1889-1971)

Martin Heidegger started his career out as a theology student and then embarked on a career as a
phenomenologist, His primary concerns were making sure he was living an “authentic life.” His
other concerns included the meaning behind our mortality and where we fit into the word in
regards to other individuals,

Constructivism: Roles of Teacher and Learner

Posted by: Ginny on: March 14, 2012
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The constructivist teacher facilitates learners' interactions with hands-on and seif-directed learning
activities.

The role of the teacher in constructivist philosophy is adapt to the learner’s needs and give them
the freedom to construct knowledge for themselves. Each learner is considered as a unique
individual, with cultural background, individual disposition, and prior knowledge influencing their
learning. The teacher must consider all these factors, and then assist the learner in pursuing new
knowledge and placing what they have learned into the context of their own lives.

The teacher should pay attention to two particular factors in assisting learners. First, they should
consider the learner's zone of proximal development, and give the learners the help they need in
constructing new knowledge and meanings. Second, they should facilitate peer interaction and
cooperation between learners, since the social and cultural context of learning is essential in
constructivist philosophy.,

Peer interaction and cooperation are essential in censtructivist education.

While much of learning is self-directed, the teacher has a lot of work to do. They must ensure that
learners have access to sufficiently challenging material to grow, but not so challenging that
learners become hopeless and give up on their self-directed efforts. The teacher must be flexible
and adapt to learners’ individual interests and needs. And the teacher must ensure that the
environment is positive and supportive, so that students will feel emotionally secure and able to
challenge themselves cognitively.

The role of the learner in constructivist philosophy is to engage and interact with the world around
them, with peers, with authorities, and with educational materials, Through active engagement the
learner constructs knowledge and meaning, observing how objects and ideas interact, and creating
a cognitive framework for making sense of it all. The learner is often free to pursue their own
interests, as long as they are challenging themselves and forming new ideas throughout the
process,

=

Child in a Montessori classroom learns a variety of physical principles and kinesthetic abilities by working
with cups, pitchers, and water. (Picture taken
from http:ﬁkatygtacademy.org/yahoa_site*adm!nfassets!images!DSC{}5330.8585926.JPG)
Learners are not in competition with one another: they are expected and encouraged to work
cooperatively, sharing knowledge and perspectives. Learners may often take on the role of teacher
in some area where they have particular knowledge, thereby both assisting their peers and
reinforcing their own knowledge.

Giving students the opportunity te act as teachers is empowering and helps them take ownership over
the knowiedge they have constructed.

Constructivism

Posted by: bytorres on: March 14, 2012

Constructivist theory is simple: give students information, let them decide how it applies to their
life.

Basically, the learner is the most important part of the learning process. The teacher often gives
power to the students rather than holding it all themselves. It give students the ability to take in
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the information in the context of their life. This gives them the tools to solve problems in their own
ways, in other words, they “master autonomy and independence.” In this theory, the student’s
learning is constantly affected by their attitudes, beliefs, and is being combined with any prior
knowledge.
Main Thearists
John Dewey (1859-1952)

Picture taken from: http://dewey.pragmatism.org/
John Dewey graduated from John's Hopkins with a PhD in 1884. Thought out his life, he taught in
various universities, including University of Michigan, University of Minnesota, University of
Chicago, and Columbia University. He also travled to Japan, China, and Vietnam. In the United
States he concerned himself with women’s suffrage, progressive education, educator’s rights, the
humanistic movement, and world peace.
When it comes to education, Dewey felt that students should learn things in real life situations. For
example, want to teach math? How about teaching about fractions through cooking!

Jean Piaget (1896-1880)

Picture taken from: http://www.nwlink.com/~donclark/hrd/history/piaget.html

Jean Piaget had quite a diverse career. Originally, he was a biologist studying mullusks. {Eww.)
After publishing 20 papers he decided to study the development of children (eww, twice).
T .

At this time he constructed his four states of cognitive development (that’s a whole other
presentation).

When it comes to education, he felt that children weren't just empty vessels to be filled with facts
through lecturing. He felt that when children learn, they need actively participate in the learning.
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Vygotsky had quite the career change as well. When he started out, he had a law degree

from Moscow University. He was fascinated by psycholagy and began working as a psychologist
{despite having no formal training) with two others, Alexander Luria and Alexei Leontiev. His
theory about the Zone of Proximal Development has heavily influenced education. He is considered
a main contributor to constructivist theories because his Sociocultural Theory is based on the idea
that children learn by interacting with people and culture in general,
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ACTIVITY 3.3 - NOT FOR SUBMISSION

TAGE 1; Pr ing

1. Spend 5 to 10 minutes selecting three to four different pictures of the different members of the community you have just walched.
Analyse each of their roles in the family or in the community. Looking at the pictures you have selected share your views on whether

everybody shares the same philosophical beliefs aboyt the purpose of education as you understand it. Write some notes you will nee|
to use later.

2. Based on the notes You made formulate some questions that you hape the Readings below will help to answer.

1. Search for information on the internet that relates to the philosophy of teaching and leaming you selected and read. Highlight importarit
points and make notes and keep for later yse.

2.In your own view, write some notes on what constitutes effective teaching and learning?

STAGE 3: Post Reading

1. Organize what you have learned in the readings in the form of a mind map or table and write five (5) statements about the readings,
2. Answer this question “How can this diversity of opinions be used to strengthen quality instead of resulting in chaos™?
3. Keep all your notes to help you form the basis of your discussion.

4. Remember to provide complete references for any direct quotations.

OCER Images

CER Images

STAGE 4: REVIEWING THE PICTURES
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3.5 MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL TEACHING AND LEARNING COMMUNITIES

As much as you belong o the community in which you live, you also need to belong to the community of your profession, Belonging to a
community of your teaching and learning profession has its own merit if your facus Is also based O your growth and development. The
advantage is that engaging with members of your professional group and the community of your profession at large, affords you the
opportunity to learn from other group members. This is another way of encouraging you to want to improve yourself and this spills down {o
benefit your leamers, Literature supports the assumption that the performance of leamers increases when teachers participate in PLCs
(DuFour, 2006). in addition, belonging to a professional community reduces the isolation that teachers sometimes experience and
enhances creativity and support from other members of the profession.

The teaching profession consists of a variety of professional groups. You need to read more to understand the role they play in your
profession and how this can help you develop and grow within your teaching professionally.

https:waw.edutnpia.org!blogfmod ern-professional-| earning-plc-pin-vicki-davis

A group of educators are sitting in a room, listening to a speaker.

h_ttp:ﬁm,scnooiget.gfg.@{u gcg;eggr';zegﬁghtreg-mgdulg;_;—?&t@fnfgg-in-guﬁmvab@-u5&%&0—9@@@@39&@@@3@

Teachers in the Cofimvaba ICT4RED project schools have been methodically working through modules of their professional development
course since July 2013

ACTIVITY 3.4 - NOT FOR SUBMISSION
ACTIVITY 3.5 DISCUSSION FORUM - NOT FOR SUBMISSION

=

i BADK |

- Scanned by CamScanner



B PRINT VIEW i INDEX OF PAGES BACK
3.7 REFLECTION ON LESSON 3

The purpose of this section is to help us understand how well the online

There are na "right" or
difference,
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