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| Ethiopia and the Horn is referred to as
the cradle of humankind. It is also a
region where early civilizations including
food production, making tools and
religion took place. These developments
contributed to the social evolutions,
economic formations, and socio-cultural
and political settings.



] Archeological evidences suggest that East African
Rift Valley is a cradle of humanity. Evidences
related to both biological and cultural evolution
have been discovered in 1.the Lower Omo and

[l 2., Middle Awash River valleys
] both by Ethiopian and foreign scholars.



[].A fossil named Chororapithecus dated
10 million B. P. was unearthed in Anchar
(In West Hararghe) in 2007.

[ Ardipithicus Ramiduskadabba (dated
5.8-5.2 million years BP) was discovered
In Middle Awash.




| Ardipithicus ramidus (dated 4. 2 million
B.P.) was discovered at Aramis In Afar in
1994 .0Other

|| Australopithecines were uncovered at
Belohdelie (dated back 3.6 million years
B. P.) in Middle Awash.

| A three years old child’s fossil termed as
Australopithecus afarensis, Selam,
dated to 3.3 million years B.P was also
discovered at Dikika, Mille, Afar in 2000.



| Another Australopithecus afarnesis
(Lucy/Dinkinesh, dated c. 3.18 million years B.
P.) with 40% complete body parts, weight
30kg, height 1.07 meters and pelvis looks like
bipedal female was discovered at Hadar in Afar
in 1974 A. D.

| Fossil named Australopithecus Anamensis was
discovered around

|| An eco-fact named as Australopithecus Garhi
(means surprise in Afar language) dated to 2.5
million years B.Pwas discovered at Bourl,
Middle Awash, between 1996 and 1999.



0 . The development of the human brain was to be
the main feature of the next stage of human
evolution, which produced the genus Homo,
believed to have emerged 2-2.5 million years B.P.
Different evidences of the genus homo have been
recovered in different parts of Ethiopia and the
Horn.

0 A partial skull of a fossil termed as Homo habilis,
which is derived from Latin terms "Homo" (human
being) and "Habilis" (skillful use of hands), dated
1.9 million years B. P. has been found in the Lower
Omo.

0 A fossil named Homo erectus (walking upright,
dated 1. 6 million years B. P.) was discovered at
Melka Kunture, Konso Gardula and Gadeb with
900-1100 cc brain size.



'] Homo erectus seems to have originated in Africa
and then spread out to the rest of the world.
Skeleton of Archaic Homosapiens (knowledgeable
human being, dated 400, 000 years B.P.) named
Bodo with brain size of 1300-1400cc was
discovered in Middle Awash.

'] Fossils of Homo sapiens sapiens (100, 000 years
B.P.) were discovered at Porc Epic near Dire Dawa,
and Kibish around Lower Omo (in 1967). In
2004, Kibish fossils were re-dated to 195, 000 B.
P, the oldest date in the world for modern Homo
sapiens.

[l Homo sapiens ldaltu, found in Middle Awash In
1997, lived about 160, 000 years B.P



|| Cultural evolution is related to technological
changes that brought socio-economic
transformation on human life. It can be
conventionally grouped in to

1. Stone Age,
2,Bronze Age and
3.lron Age.




| Stone tools had been the first
technologies to be developed by human
beings. By taking their features, ways
and period of production, stone tools
can be grouped in to 1.Mode | (Olduwan,
which was named based on the first
report made at Olduvai Gorge,
Tanzania),

'] 2.Mode Il (Acheulean, named after the
first report at St. Acheul, France) and

] 3.Mode Ill (Sangoon).



| The Mode | stone tools are mainly characterized
by crude and mono-facial styles, and were
produced by the direct percussion.

| Mode |l stone tools were produced by indirect
percussion, by using hand-ax or hammer, and
mainly characterized by bifacial, pointed and
convex features.

| Mode lll stone tools are characterized by flexible
and finest form of production by the use of
obsidian.



0 During the Neolithic period human beings transformed
from mobile to sedentary way of life. This was a radical
shift involving changes from hunting and gathering to
the domestication of plants and animals.

0 Climatic change and increased hunter-gatherers’
population resulted in the declining number of animals
and availability of plants. As food gatherers were
already aware of growing cycle of most of grass types,
they began to thickly grow those, which were most
common and yielded seeds that are more edible. The
big animals, which depended on dense bushes for
sustenance, were reduced by hunting and animals that
people were able to domesticate easily were smaller
ones.



| The process of domestication took place
iIndependently in the various parts of the

world.

| In Ethiopia and the Horn chiefly in the more
elevated and wetter-parts, people cultivated
plants including Teff (Eragrotis teff), dagussa
(Eleusine coracana), nug (Guzotia abyssinica),
enset (Ensete ventricosum) etc. The
domestication of enset plant (Enseteedule)
reduced shifting cultivation (continuous
clearing of new plots), slowing down soill
exhaustion.



| The discovery of polished axes, ceramics,

grinding stones, beads,

animal remains in sites

stone figures and
like Emba-Fakeda

around Adigrat in Tigray as well as Agordat
and Barentu In Eritrea evinces the existence

of Neolithic material cu

[] The Gobodara rock she
provided us agricultura

ture.

ter near Aksum has
stone tools. Remains

associated with domesticated cattle,
chickpeas and vegetables have been
excavated from Lalibela Cave on the
southeastern shore of Lake Tana.



|| Stone tools used for cutting grass and
grass like plants as well as rock
paintings of domesticated animals have
been found at Laga Oda rock shelter
near Charchar



| Evidence for domesticated cattle also
comes from around Lake Basaga near
Matahara. Playa Napata and Kado in the
Sudan, Cyrenaica in Libya and Futajalon in
West Africa were among known places of
domestication of animals like Nidamawa
and Zebu (Bos indicus) cattle that in due
course expanded to Ethiopia and the Horn



]2.3.1. Languages and Linguistic
Processes

|| Ethiopia and the Horn in general is
marked by ethnic and linguistic diversity.
There are about 90 languages with 200
dialects in Ethiopia and the Horn.
Beneath this apparent diversity, there is
some degree of unity. Linguists classify
languages of Ethiopia and the Horn into
two major language super families.
These are Afro-Asiatic and Nilo-Saharan.
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A. Afro-Asiatic: this super family is sub-divided into the following families:

1.1. Cusitic: linguists divided this language family into four branches
1.1.1: Northern: is represented by Beja, spoken in northwestern Eritrea bordering the Sudan
1.1,2 Central: Agaw includes Awign, Kunfel, Qimant; Hamtanga and Bilen.

1.1,3 Eastern: this includes diversified linguistic groups like Afar, Ale, Arbore, Baiso, Burji,
Darashe, Dasanech, Gedeo, Hadiya, Halaba, Kambata, Konso, Libido, Mosiye, Oromo, Saho,
Sidama, Somali, Tambaro, Tsemai, etc.

1.1,4 Southern: represented by Dhalo in Kenya and Nbugua in Tanzania.
1.2 Semitic: is divided into two:

2.1 North: Ge'ez, Rashaida (spoken around Eritrea-Sudanese border); Tigre (spoken in
Eritrean Lowland); Tigrigna (spoken in highland Eritrea and Tigray).

2.2. South: is further divided into two

2.1.1 Transverse: Amharic, Argoba, Harari, Silte, Wolane and Zay.

2. 1.2. Outer: Gafat (extinct), Gurage and Mesmes (endangered).

1.3. Omotic: Anfillo, Ari, Bambasi, Banna, Basketo, Bench, Boro-Shinasha, Chara,
Dawuro, Dime, Dizi, Dorze, Gamo, Ganza, Gayil, Gofa, Hamer, Hozo, KachamaGanjule, Karo,

Keficho, Konta, Korete, Male, Melo, Nayi, Oyda, Sezo, Shekkacho, Sheko, Wolayta, Yem, Zayse
etc. Among its groups, Ometo includes Wolayta and Gamo while main Gonga is Keficho.

B. Nilo-Saharan: Anywa, Berta, Gumuz, Kacipo-Balesi, Komo, Kunama, Kwama, Kwegu, Majanc
Mi'en, Murle, Mursi, Nara, Nu’er, Nyangatom, Opo, Shabo, Suri and Uduk



| Language classification did not remain
static. Factors like population
movements, warfare, trade, religious
and territorial expansion, urbanization
etc. have resulted in intense linguistic
processes that forced languages to be
affected. In this process, some
languages died out or have been In
danger of extinction while others thrived
off the social phenomenon that is
evidently observed.



| A settlement pattern, the distribution of
peoples across the landscape, is the results of
long historical processes in northeast Africa. In
some areas, settlement was dense and in
other areas sparse. Some people inhabited
extensive highlands and others the lowlands.
Based on historical linguistic and history of
Inter-peoples relations, studies indicate that
environmental, socio-economic, and political
processes significantly shaped and reshaped
the spatial distribution of peoples in the
region.



| The domestication of plants and animals
gave humanity two interdependent modes of
life: agriculture and pastoralism. While there
may be pure pastoralists, it is very rare to
think of a farmer without a head of cattle or
two. Likewise, in Ethiopia and the Horn, these

two forms of livelihood have coexisteo

and

quite often interrelated. Yet, topographic

features and climatic conditions large

y

Influenced economic activities in Ethiopia and

the Horn.



| The plateaus have sustained plough agriculture for
thousands of years supporting sizable populations.
Majority of the populations were engaged in mixed
farming. It is here that sedentary agriculture had
been started and advanced at least since 10, 000
years B. P. by the Cushites, Semites and Omotic
groups.

| The major economic activity of the Omotic has been

| mixed farming and trade in northern Omo while
southern Omo have predominantly practiced
pastoralism and fishing. Many of the Omotic groups
have also been famous in metallurgy, weaving and
other crafts



| A predominantly pastoral economy has
characterized the eastern lowland region
since early periods. Pastoral economy
namely the production of camel, goat, and
cattle has been the most common economic
practice among the Afar, Saho and Somali
as well as Karayu and Borana Oromo. While
the Afar and Karrayu have depended on the
Awash River, the Somali have owed a great
deal to Wabi Shebelle and Genale (Jubba)
Rivers.



] In the sparsely populated western lowland
region, the dominant economic formations were
pastoralism, shifting agriculture, fishing,
apiculture and hunting. For instance, sorghum,
millet, cotton and others have been largely
cultivated in the lowlands along Ethio-Sudanese
border since antiquity. The Nilotes along the Blue
Nile and Baro-Akobo Rivers have been shifting
cultivators where sorghum has been a staple
food. Among majority Nilotic communities, cattle
have high economic and social values. Berta and
other Nilotes had trade and other social contacts
with northern Sudan.



1.Indegenious Religion
2. Judaism

3. Christianity

4. Islam
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