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cessant and destructive. Now 1 am in doubt, for minds can be
destroyed as well as men.
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in New York for leave to start a naval blockade of Beira, and that
moment of untruth was nearly the moment of no-return.

Then Dr. Salazar warned against “one more false step” that
would kindle a great flame. Combined paratroop manoeuvres were
being carried out in England under the code-name “Exercise
Lifeline”. Here let me tell you, good reader, something which you
will not know, or at any rate very few among you will know. Dr.
Salazar, whose information is usually of the best, said he believed
these troops were being made ready to land at Beira. He forth-
with ordered reinforcements of troops and aircraft to Beira and gave
his warning. At the same time he asked Mr. Ian Smith, for the sake
of peace, not to offload the oil, and Mr. Smith, unwilling to leave
a neighbour in such a dilemma, reluctantly but amiably agreed.
These two men may have averted grave things at that time.

Whether Dr. Salazar was well or ill informed, one cannot know,
but the incident shows the great dangers inherent in the “ridiculous
situation” produced by London’s actions against Rhodesia. A fort-
night later the news-managing “spokesman” in Whitehall “scorn-
fully dismissed” the rumours about contemplated military action
at Beira. I doubt (but cannot check this) whether these rumours
reached British readers, listeners or viewers, and if they did not,
perhaps he protested too much. In any case, and sad to say, denials
from London by then were a somewhat devalued currency in the
world. Had not Mr. Wilson denied that he would ever blockade
Beira?

This was the third time that England came near being embroiled
in war through its actions in Africa. The episode of the “defensive
bombs”, proffered for use in Katanga and then withheld, I have
related. The other incident occurred in 1961, when the great Federa-
tion began to crack under British pressure. Sir Roy Welensky then
learned of a concentration of British troop-carrying aircraft at
Nairobi, and believed that they could only be intended for use in
effecting such political changes in Northern Rhodesia as London
desired. He took steps to put radio beacons out of action, obstruct
runways, and have smallarms fire in readiness if any aerial ingress
were attempted.

Dining with Mr. Macmillan in London, later, he mentioned this
matter. He says, “The tears rolled down Macmillan’s cheeks.
‘Roy, do you really believe that I, who have seen the horrors of two
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