The Anabaptists and Menno Simons






“You have no right to refer
these questions to the council.
The matter is already settled;
the Spirit of God has decided.”

-- Simon Stumpf to Zwingli
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Schleitheim Articles

Dear brothers and sisters, we who have been
assembled in the Lord at Schleitheim make known,
in points and articles, unto all that love God, that as
far as we are concerned, we have been united to
stand fast in the Lord as obedient children of God,
sons and daughters, who have been and shall be
separated from the world in all that we do and
leave undone, and (the praise and glory be to God
alone) uncontradicted by all the brothers,
completely at peace.



Schleitheim Articles

A very great offense has been introduced by some
false brothers among us, whereby several have
turned away from the faith, thinking to practice and
observe the freedom of the Spirit and of Christ. But
such have fallen short of the truth and (to their own
condemnation) are given over to the lasciviousness
and license of the flesh. They have esteemed that
faith and love may do and permit everything and
that nothing can harm nor condemn them, since
they are "believers.” Note well, you members of
God in Christ Jesus, that faith in the heavenly
Father through Jesus Christ is not thus formed;



Schleitheim Article 1

Notice concerning baptism. Baptism shall be given to all
those who have been taught repentance and the
amendment of life and [who] believe truly that their sins
are taken away through Christ, and to all those who
desire to walk in the resurrection of Jesus Christ and be
buried with Him in death, so that they might rise with
Him; to all those who with such an understanding
themselves desire and request it from us; hereby is
excluded all infant baptism, the greatest and first
abomination of the pope. For this you have the reasons
and the testimony of the writings and the practice of the
apostles.



Schleitheim Article 6

VI. We have been united as follows concerning the sword.
The sword is an ordering of God outside the perfection
of Christ. It punishes and kills the wicked and guards and
protects the good. In the law the sword is

established over the wicked for punishment and for death
and the secular rulers are established to wield the same.

But within the perfection of Christ only the ban is used
for the admonition and exclusion of the one who has
sinned, without the death of the flesh, simply the
warning and the command to sin no more.



Schleitheim Article 6

(This) is asked concerning the sword: whether the Christian
should be a magistrate if he is chosen thereto. This is
answered thus: Christ was to be made king, but He fled and
did not discern the ordinance of His Father. Thus we should
also do as He did and follow after Him, and we shall not walk
in darkness. For He Himself says: "Whoever would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow
me." He Himself further forbids the violence of the sword
when He says: "The princes of this world lord it over them
etc., but among you it shall not be so." Further Paul says,
"Whom God has foreknown, the same he has also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son," etc. Peter also says:
"Christ has suffered (not ruled) and has left us an example,
that you should follow after in his steps."
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Anna Janz, letter to her son

My son, hear the instruction of your mother; open your ears to
hear the words of my mouth. Behold, | go today the way of
the prophets, apostles and martyrs, and drink of the cup of
which they all have drank. I go, | say, the way which Christ
Jesus - the eternal word of the Father, full of grace and truth,
the Shepherd of the sheep, who is the Life - Himself went, and
who went this way and not another, and who had to drink of
this cup, even as He said: | have a cup to drink of, and a
baptism to be baptized with....

Therefore, my child, do not regard the great number, nor walk
in their ways. But where you hear of a poor, simple, cast-off
little flock, which is despised and rejected by the world, join
them; for where you hear of the cross, there is Christ. Flee the
shadow of this world; become united with God;

O my son, let your life be conformed to the gospel, and the
God of peace sanctify your soul and body, to his praise. Amen.



Menno Simons
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“For no one can lay any foundation other than
the one that has been laid; that foundation is
Jesus Christ.”

1 Corinthians 3:11



“True evangelical faith cannot lie dormant. It
clothes the naked, it feeds the hungry, it
comforts the sorrowful, it shelters the destitute,
it serves those that harm it, it binds up that
which is wounded, it has become all things to all
people.”

-- Menno Simons, 1539



Creationl IRedemption

Fall



i Iam wiLh'hlnu ﬂlwa:lr:
e b b ond
ol thi ags AMEN

K T A A T

[MATTHEW 20-20)
T L S 'y |
Jusus Chisl s v sames

Yesterday, Today, and
o) Forever, |[HEE 13:8)

wan OHCE .||:|r all

dinlivered Lo tha | I
Sars. |JUDE 3) inh

& OihcHos erpdal- - ¢
‘|'D|'rI1Lli|IHI.IJI kel vens,
and dochiral ImurnnnL:
e i clalm ihad iha
Orhades Chireh has
presecad Bha arginal

i

apos bolic it whi
also empressed inthe =
comsman Chraslian wadi- | OME LORD
tian althe sl cenluies. CRHE FAITH
Encyclonedia Brilannica t L s
3 adicle on Easlain ,.EPHEE""H“'“.
Cithiday Tha Chursh ol
thas | rding Gesd
It Pifas pred

suppedt ol s |1
Teenth[1TIM A:15] .

APOSTOLIC

- I mll wich
ﬁ E ; { ar\d:h-e utﬂu lJlHiulh
Ehhllﬂﬁlmﬂ‘ﬂi
ey TkAamiwew 16 1R)

, GHURGH ()

“in

THe TRee OF LIFE

Sland Inal and hokd
rw badRicans
wiaea Raughl w

And they are humad,

[FOHH 18;5)

thar
bry ward of mowdhor |25
by Rettar. (2 THES 2:15) -

L= ﬂut-: m‘l a]:uderl me,
i is cast out as a branch and s
walimred; And thay galFed tham
i hacres iy b b s five.

L=

e

SOME EARLY HERESIES
[FALSE TEACHIMGS)
GHOETIC (1stand 2nd Cant)
AR A8 Can]
HESTORLAM [Sth Ceni)
OMOPHYSITE {58 Cang)
ICOMOCLAST | Bih Card)

v:,;y/f}///w/ff/

=

& *

o
i

Fr‘gﬁr

.r“' ok
.-'“..r-'

aned baturned asice o ables
ald JFI-E"."-I'F-HE mHF_s.JE& mm" \ 'smw.nnumm IB?‘Q.“_Q [2 TILA 4:3-4)
ad - =t
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE: 1879 PEHFEEE-E[.I.LA,ESEJEUEEQFGDD .gm;u. ﬂ_‘:"'ﬁ ";'“f'“;m
il “ depa bymTheF
CHURCH OF THE H.-'.IAHENE. 1908 AFMESTRONGISM [THE F'l_.'dhl TR TH 1.q:aq mmlum byt

|ARE YOU IN THE TRUE CHURCH OF CHRIST?

THE GAEAT SCHISM: 1054 A0

Tonk placa whan 1he Blzhep of Aome who lx alo krosn e lhs POPE

brkn @l inem the Tres Chunsh becausa ha warled oba iha haod and sinréad
| [=F=y} & Hvinga hal vess Baikicdan ia ba changed, Priar Lo This, the Chunsh
o foa pbald 1000 yaars,

GHFIIET15 THEH l]-n}.i:.FF'IHE_éﬁLiHcH
5

L. i I
) f' ST AD, i
% Took place whean paapha g ]
2 p,r E[mm;ﬂngmm:!ﬂunga Tha Tiua qul:‘hmnr!-nlll B
WA 1 bneskaad of relunmirg Yo Dihoedeey, iney erealad |
2l [ Wikt ereyrn e made chu e, wiish conlinue 1o dls:g-ul
=5 = wned enlil ummgllurn&lhm.huamlhe ars false o
¥ . Ihminis no Moky Spih o Ln:|l-|her|1 Tuﬂ:.'.' lhere ais over
: ) 2000 e roasian g ISCHAIST DNADEDT
.:M {1 CORMTIHLANS 1:13)
=panr i WL THIANS 1.13)
ANGLICAM: 153 _a H.l\.P"I'IST 160 o L s Tirrts Wil oy vl e
= Iy, = Iy will it mndure Saund
_JI’IEFﬂ'FlMF.D', 1628 F‘hEE-'I!‘l'THHiFJ-I: 1640 HF&I’HH.EN- 1719 Dectring bul sccarding o

T

METHCDIET; 1744
Y

TIh DA '.- !.DU'EMTIﬁ: 1

Ihvele i desites, becaoss
iy higipl BEhivg nars, ey
will haap up Iucngnm-uh-u
lmackut sncl oy will om
. | Yhew ewrs away Inam he iuth

lI|:'|.
I:“.:HL.'FU-.'.-HEI'F{:I-I-I'I b7 MoAMON; 1830

Bfﬁﬁ A :mé’:m&m GIGEN

ax arvd
nmmwmqmmu
N .

oy h _.Tmsllng I Scripuras o lali creon dacs lewction lil

= SPETERIG)
WOBLD COUNEILOE CHUBCHES.(FCUMENISN 1348 7 / % 7
// o L £ B i B i o P / / f X

R

= EFC iE'I%r .

:,_-""n'i":-.r‘ -g'u .

ale




