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NOTE

The Resurrection Bible Study Ministry produced the study
material you are about to read. This is an online Bible study
forum. (Send "add me" to +2347067511039, WhatsApp Only) to
take part in our FREE Online Bible Study Program.

Our Mission

The Lord Jesus Christ commissioned us to prepare His church for
His second coming through His Spirit made available to us in this
End-Time. We are committed to preaching and teaching Church
leaders, Ministers, and the body of Christ as a whole the true
gospel of Holiness and Righteousness, which is Christ's doctrine
and the only prerequisite for making Heaven, re-erecting the
already broken altar of true worship in sanctification to
producing Saintly pilgrims.

All messages in PDF, VIDEO, and AUDIO formats are given for
free and are NOT FOR SALE. They can be used by anyone all over
the world for the sole purpose of spreading the gospel of Christ
and also for building the body of Christ in this End-Time.

If you have been blessed through these teachings and would like
to support this work prayerfully, broadcasts, or sharing of these
messages through different means in order to prepare souls for
the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, please contact
the numbers at the last page. May you not lose your eternal
rewards, even as the Lord increases you abundantly as you do so.
Amen.

God bless you,
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Oluwatobi S. Adewuyi
Coordinator
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NOTICE
Dear reader,

This ministry now has these messages and more on YouTube. To
ensure you don't miss these inspiring messages, kindly click here
now: https://voutube.com/@rcmin, then click the subscribe
button and the notification bell on the channel (Subscription is
FREE). It takes less than 20 seconds. After subscribing, sit back,
watch the movies, listen to the messages, and enjoy this study
material, and you will be blessed all around.

God bless you!


https://youtube.com/@rcmin
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Topic:
THE SHORTENED CROSS
Text: Luke 9:23

Prayer

Dear Father of all understanding, we exalt you, we glorify your
holy name. Lord Jesus, as we go into your word, minister unto us
in Jesus Christ name. Increase us and help us to understand
today's teaching in Jesus Christ name, amen.

Bible Text: Luke 9:23
[23]And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Study

Before any man can follow Christ, such a man is expected to
fulfill what is written in Luke 9:23 which says; "And he said to
them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow me."

1. Deny himself
2. Take up his cross daily
3. Then, that's when such a person can follow Christ.

There are reasons that Jesus said the person must deny himself
first and take up his cross "daily". It's not just a one-time thing.
It's something that should be done daily. So, anybody who is not
ready to deny himself and take up his cross daily is not ready to
follow Christ. It's so funny that these days, a lot of people want
to follow Christ, but they don't want to deny themselves and
they also feel like the cross is too heavy for them to bear or carry
daily. This is why you see that some people will "log out" of
Christian living for a while and "login" back.
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Those are the words we can use to describe their Christian
lifestyle — login and log out, because of how they just decide to
live like a non-christian for a while and come back to God after
another while. But, what did Jesus mean by carrying the cross
daily? And, what does a shortened cross mean? Kindly pay
attention as we proceed. Following Christ can be so tasking and
it requires a lot of dedication and commitment. The truth is, a
lazy man cannot follow Christ and he who hates pain or cannot
endure pain cannot also follow Christ. The cross signifies every
single thing that following Christ comes with — the struggles,
the pains, the joy, the self denial, being willing, standing strong
during trials and temptations and a whole lot more. Whenever
someone was taken to the cross, it was either to be nailed to the
cross or to be tortured. At that moment, it's not really a moment
of enjoyment at all.

If you know what crucifixion looks like, you will know it's not
enjoyment at all. Christ did not promise us only riches or
enjoyment, pains and sufferings too are involved. If the reason
you became a Christian is to be rich and to enjoy and "chop life"
(as some would say), then I'm sorry to tell you that you have
picked the wrong "religion". Because just as Jesus became poor
that you may be rich, He also told us that we will suffer for His
sake.

Romans 8:17:

"And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we SUFFER WITH HIM, that we may be also
glorified together."

Philippians 1:29:
"For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to SUFFER FOR HIS SAKE;"
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2 Timothy 2:12:
"If we SUFFER, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he
also will deny us:"

1 Peter 4:13:

"But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are PARTAKERS OF CHRIST'S
SUFFERINGS; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be
glad also with exceeding joy."

1 Peter 2:21:

"For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
SUFFERED FOR US, leaving us an example, THAT YE SHOULD
FOLLOW HIS STEPS:"

You will see that different accounts make us understand that
suffering is part of the package that comes with being a child of
God; a Christian. So, if your mindset has always been living a life
without suffering for Christ, then you have to change that
mindset now because that's part of what the cross entails. The
pains and inconveniences are what the cross signifies. Jesus
carried his own cross — all the pains He passed through even to
being crucified. At a point, He nearly told God to let the cup pass
over Him but He later told God to let His will come to pass. That's
to show you what carrying one's cross could be like.

Do you know that despite the fact that we are told to carry out
cross daily, some are carrying their cross daily but the cross they
are carrying is a "shortened cross"? They have cut their cross and
the cross is not the same as the one given to them by God. You
might be wondering how a cross that cannot even be seen with
the physical eyes was cut or shortened. We will look into the
areas now and you will agree with me that a lot of Christians
have shortened their cross.
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How Christians shorten their Cross

1. By not wanting to suffer for Christ or be persecuted for His
sake: When you as a Christian begin to avoid persecutions. You
fear preaching to others because of embarrassment. You don't
want people to talk you down or look down on you. You are
always avoiding associating yourself with Christ in the public or
in places where you know they don't highly rate Christians. You
are indirectly denying Christ.

2. By partaking in the worldly pleasures: We are not supposed
to partake in worldly pleasures as it shouldn't be a part of us as
Christians. If as a Christian, you want to stand for Christ and you
also want to partake in worldly pleasures. It shows your love for
the world. 1 Timothy 5:6: "But she that liveth in pleasure is dead
while she liveth." If you can't endure restraining yourself from
worldly pleasures while carrying your cross, it means you are
shortening your cross because you do not want all that the cross
gives and you are not patient enough.

3. By neglecting God's assignment in your hands: When God
sends you on an assignment and you feel it's too much or
inconvenient for you, then you neglect it, it shows you are trying
to shorten your cross. Sometimes, God can tell you to go to a
village or rural area to preach the gospel. But, because of the
inconvenience that comes with it, you are hesitating. Sometimes,
he can tell you to go to a city to preach where the lives of
Christians are threatened. If you refuse to go because you are
thinking you may lose your life, it shows that you are trying to
shorten the cross to what is fit for you, forgetting that he that
loses his life for Christ's sake shall gain it. Luke 9:24: "For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose
his life for my sake, the same shall save it."
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4.When you source for help from ungodly sources: I have
heard of pastors who were not patient enough in ministry and
later went to source for financial help from other sources that are
not of God. The cross of their ministry was too heavy for them,
so they had to cut it short in order for them to be able to carry it.
But, they forgot that Christ will not reward you for a shortened
cross. He only rewards you for carrying the cross that is meant
for you successfully. He didn't promise that it would be easy, but
He promised that He is always with us during these periods.

Isaiah 43:2:"When thou passest through the waters, I will be with
thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither
shall the flame kindle upon thee."

Matthew 28:20:"Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, lo, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, even
unto the end of the world. Amen."

5. When you run from spiritual exercises that may look
vigorous but which is needed for your growth: If you know
that fasting till 6pm three times a week is what your consecration
is and what your spiritual growth requires to soar, but you decide
to fast only once a month because you feel like it's stressful to
fast three times a week. It shows that you're trying to shorten
your cross, thereby reducing your consecration because you
want comfort. You have forgotten that comfort is not applicable
in the area of growth. You can't grow in your comfort zone!

6. By not fully obeying God's commandments but choosing to
obey the ones that suits and makes you comfortable: In most
cases, the commandments of God and His instructions are very
hard to do and this is why we have the Spirit of God to help us
find it easy to do. But, naturally, you might not find it easy to do.
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And, if you are not ready to comply 100% with God's instructions
whether it's easy or not, you will end up not following all His
commandments. So, if you are the type that out of 3 instructions
that you are given, you answer two but you leave the last one
because it's hard to obey, then it means you are trying to shorten
the cross which you are supposed to carry. In this Christian race,
you don't run from any instructions that come from God! You
fully obey whether it's hard or easy. John 14:15:"If ye love me,
keep my commandments."

Jesus did say you should keep some of His commandments. You
are meant to keep all His commandments. So, if you don't want to
shorten your cross, ensure you obey all His commandments and
do not start choosing the ones to obey based on how easy or hard
they are. Having looked at some of the ways Christians shorten
their Cross, let's look at the dangers in carrying a shortened cross
as a Christian.

Dangers in carrying a shortened cross
1. You are not fulfilling the will of God which indirectly means
you are on your own.
2. You may think you are working for God, but there is no reward
for you because you are trying to suit your fleshly desires.
. Disobedience to God and His instructions.
. Lack of spiritual growth.
. Lack of fulfillment of purpose.
. Eternal death.
. Lack of direction and alignment.
. Lack of spiritual protection from God.
. The heavens will be disappointed in you.
10. The work will be taken from you and handed to someone who
is ready.

O 00N O 01 &~ W
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If you notice that you are trying to shorten your cross in any way,
ensure you amend your ways now to avoid facing the dangers in
carrying a shortened cross. May the Lord help us make amends
where necessary in Jesus Christ name, Amen.

We have come to the end of today's teaching. Have a great day
ahead, brethren.

11
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Invitation

If you know that you are still living in sin and you are ready to
repent and begin to live your life in strict obedience to God so
that you can overcome every sin in your life to make heaven,
please place your right hand on your chest and say this prayer
with your mouth.

Say,

"Lord Jesus, I accept You as my personal Lord and Savior. I
believe that You died for me and took away my sins so that I will
not face the penalty of them. I surrender my life to You today,
and I make a decision to obey and follow You. Come into my life
now and accept me as Your child. Thank You for saving me, in
Jesus Christ's name I pray, Amen."

Congratulations, now you are saved. If you prayed this short
prayer, please WhatsApp +2347067511039 and let me know that
you have just been saved. I want to have a word with you. God
bless you!
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SOME OTHER INTERESTING TITLES BY RESURRECTION

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
(Bible Study Materials in |(Inspiring Movies on Our
(PDF's Formats) YouTube Channel)

Bastards In The House of God
Renewal Of The Mind

The Mystery of

Garments

Spiritual

Christian Fatherhood &

Sonhood

The Fall Of Man
Costly Mistake

A Strange Generation

The Impact of Marriage on
Eternity

Hating The World

Mysterious Weapons of Warfare
Swordless Soldiers

The Journey to Tarshish

Wells Without Water

Mystery of Unconfessed Sins
They are Watching

Leaving & Cleaving

The Victim 1&2
Dreadful Path
His Vineyard
Cracked
Unrestored
The Living Dead
Ide (Bondage)
Deadly Thirst
The Mocker
Man of God
Grave Clothes
The Test
Conduct

Trial

Ahon Asan
Battle

Fruitless

The Falling Church
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Don't Let It Be Named Among | University of Captivity
You

Nailed
Life in the Tomb My Temple
Overcoming Depression The Voice
Overcoming Masturbation Dead Worker

The Two Prophets .. .
P Spiritual Poison

Are You A Divorcee

The spirit of Sanballat & Tobiah

NOTICE

There are over 600 PDF copies of our teachings on different
biblical topics in our library. Please visit our E-libraries on
Telegram to download topics of your choice. God bless you!

English Language E-Library
https://t.me/RCMinistries

French Language E-Library
https://t.me/RCMfrench

For comments, questions, and other inquiries, you can also
contact us. If you want to be a member of Resurrection Bible
Study Online Ministry, kindly send "add me" to any of the
numbers below (WhatsApp Only). You can also share your
testimony if the Lord has touched your life in any way through
any of these messages.
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Contacts:
+2347067511039
+2349028350180

Follow RCM on Telegram to connect to our live audio broadcasts
and also download our audio messages in English language at
https://t.me/RCMaudios.

This Ministry produces inspiring Christian movies. You can see
these Godly Films on YouTube; you may click to see them here -
Resurrection Christian Drama Ministry or search for Resurrection
Christian Ministries.

Edited & Compiled by
Joanna O. Adewuyi
Goodness O. Wande-Oloro
Media Team
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