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Introduction

e The assertion that the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity was conceived at
the Nicene Council is a misconception. In the following pages, we will
demonstrate that the Church Fathers prior to the Nicene Council
already held trinitarian beliefs.
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Hermas the Shepperd (AZ& @ ¥CI90)

« Hermas the Shepherd, a prominent Christian figure from the first century who collaborated with
Saint Paul, is referenced in Romans 16:14 of Paul's letter. Hermas held the belief that both Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit are God( creators) within the Christian faith as below
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e “Listen, he said: the name of the Son of God is great, and cannot be contained, and supports the
whole world. If, then, the whole creation is supported by the Son of God, what do you think of those

who are called by Him, and bear the name of the Son of God, and walk in His commandments”
( Book 3, Similtude 9: Chapter 14)

« “N09 KT AX: SATHANAC AT N0 FAd 100:1 AGG° ADAY heTAICT AGT° AATPY Urix
eRGA wr1%Y €Mt Uk Nh7HANARC AT 02276 nhrt NwhChe +tmé+t
RuIHANACT AE AT° R+ hoo N HAHETC ROLYST7 ATk 77 FANAY? ©



Hermas the Shepperd

e “First of all, sir, | said, explain this to me: What is the meaning of the rock and the gate? This rock,

he answered, and this gate are the Son of God. How, sir? | said; the rock is old, and the gate is new.
Listen, he said, and understand, O ignorant man. The Son of God is older than all His creatures, so
that He was a fellow-councillor with the Father in His work of creation: for this reason is He old.
And why is the gate new, sir? | said. Because, he answered, He became manifest in the last days of
the dispensation: for this reason the gate was made new, that they who are to be saved by it might
enter into the kingdom of God” ( Book 3, Similtude 9, Chapter 12)
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Hermas the Shepperd

e “The holy, pre-existent Spirit, that created every creature, God made to
dwell in flesh, which He chose. This flesh, accordingly, in which
the Holy Spirit dwelt, was nobly subject to that Spirit, walking
religiously and chastely, in no respect defiling the Spirit” ( Book 3,
Similtude 5, Chapter 6
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https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07386a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07409a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07409a.htm

Saint Polycarp (%0 70 0CT)

« Saint Polycarp is a significant figure in early Christianity, having lived from
69 to 155 AD. He served as the first bishop of the Church of Smyrna and
was a disciple of John the Apostle. Renowned for his unwavering faith,
Polycarp ultimately became a martyr for Christ, exemplifying the
dedication and resilience of early Christian leaders.
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Saint Polycarp

o O Lord God Almighty, the Father of your beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ, by whom we have
received the knowledge of You, the God of angels and powers, and of every creature, and of the
whole race of the righteous who live before you, | give You thanks that You have counted me,
worthy of this day and this hour, that | should have a part in the number of Your martyrs, in the
cup of your Christ..... Wherefore also | praise You for all things, | bless You, | glorify You, along with
the everlasting and heavenly Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, with whom, to You, and the Holy
Ghost, be glory both now and to all coming ages. Amen.(On the martyrdom of Polycarp, Chap 14)
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Saint Justin Martyr (<0 010 W990T)

 Saint Justin Martyr, who lived from 100 to 165 AD, was a prominent
Christian apologist and philosopher. He is renowned for his writings
that vigorously defended Christianity against pagan critiques,
contributing significantly to early Christian thought and discourse.
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Saint Justin Martyr

e Hence are we called atheists. And we confess that we are atheists, so far as gods
of this sort are concerned, but not with respect to the most true God, the Father
of righteousness and temperance and the other virtues, who is free from all
impurity. But both Him, and the Son and the prophetic Spirit, we worship and
adore, knowing them in reason and truth, and declaring without grudging to every
one who wishes to learn, as we have been taught. ( 1st Apology, Chapter 6)
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Saint Irenaeus (P<-0 AL 2P N)

« Saint Irenaeus of Lyon, who lived between 120 and 200 AD, was a
significant Christian leader and served as the Bishop of Lyon. He was a
disciple of Saint Polycarp, who himself was a disciple of Saint John the
Apostle.
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Saint Irenaeus

e The Church, though dispersed throughout the whole world, even to the ends of the
earth, has received from the apostles and their disciples this faith: [She believes] in
one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all
things that are in them; and in one Christ Jesus, the Son of God, who became
incarnate for our salvation; and in the Holy Spirit, who proclaimed through the
prophets the dispensations of God.Against Heresies(Book 1, Chap 10)

« L ThCAEST 9°779° ATk, 7 NGAG° Ux hOn 9°%C SCF &Ln NT0AF+79°
LYY A1t hAhPCS*TT hQd ooHov-C+FFm +bNANT: AT9L7G JOX(Y
OACYI® NAICATC SADT Uk N&mi NAYE h9°Ah Al FIPTAT :AA
002G F7 NI N+7Am@ NA7HANAC AZ AT A0 hCATH FIPTAT:
RuTHANACT 2CT N1NLST N+ Noo A0 $%09° F9°GAT



Saint Irenaeus

« “I have also largely demonstrated, that the Word, namely the Son, was
always with the Father; and that Wisdom also, which is the Spirit, was
present with Him, anterior to (before) all creation” (Against Heresies,
Book 4, Chap 20:3)
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Saint Irenaeus

e For the Maker of all things, the Word of God, who did also from the beginning
form man, when He found His handiwork impaired by wickedness, performed
upon it all kinds of healing. ( Against Heresies, Book 5, Chap 12:6)
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« Christ Himself, therefore, together with the Father, is the God of the living, who
spoke to Moses, and who was also manifested to the fathers. ( Against Heresies,
Book 4, Chap 5:2)
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Saint Irenaeus

« This Being, therefore, also made spiritual things, of which, as far as to the third
heaven, the apostle was made a spectator, and heard unspeakable words which it
is not possible for a man to utter, inasmuch as they are spiritual; and He Himself
bestows [gifts] on the worthy as inclination prompts Him, for paradise is His; and
He is truly the Spirit of God, and not an animal Demiurge, otherwise He should
never have created spiritual things. (Against Heresies, Book 2, Chap 30:8)
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Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus (<0 2C2C O 704,
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« St. Gregory Thaumaturgus, also known as the Wonder Worker, lived
between 213 and 275 AD. He was a significant figure in early
Christianity, renowned for his miraculous deeds and influential
theological writings.
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Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus

« There is one God, the Father of the living Word, who is His subsistent Wisdom and
Power and Eternal Image: perfect Begetter of the perfect Begotten, Father of the only-
begotten Son. There is one Lord, Only of the Only, God of God, Image and Likeness of
Deity, Efficient Word...... And there is One Holy Spirit, having His subsistence from God,
and being made manifest by the Son. There is a perfect Trinity, in glory and eternity
and sovereignty, neither divided nor estranged. Wherefore there is nothing either
created or in servitude in the Trinity. ( A Declaration of Faith)
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Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus

« All (the persons) are one nature, one essence, one will, and are called the Holy
Trinity; and one nature in three persons. ...The Word Himself is before every
creature — eternal from the Eternal, like spring from spring, and light from light....
Neither were there two natures, but only one nature of the Holy Trinity before the
incarnation of the Word, the Son; and the nature of the Trinity remained one also
after the incarnation of the Son. But if any one, moreover, believes that any
increment has been given to the Trinity by reason of the assumption of humanity
by the Word, he is an alien from us, and from the ministry of the Catholic and
Apostolic Church. This is the perfect, holy, Apostolic faith of the holy God. Praise
to the Holy Trinity for ever through the ages of the ages. Amen ( On the Trinity)



Saint Gregory Thaumaturgus
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Origen (h(C270)

« Origen of Alexandria lived between 185 and 254 AD. He was an early
Christian scholar, ascetic and theologian.
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Origen

e Moreover, nothing in the Trinity can be called greater or less, since the fountain of
divinity alone contains all things by His word and reason, and by the Spirit of His
mouth sanctifies all things which are worthy of sanctification, as it is written in the
Psalm: By the word of the Lord were the heavens strengthened, and all their
power by the Spirit of His mouth. ....... This is most clearly pointed out by the
Apostle Paul, when demonstrating that the power of the Trinity is one and the
same, in the words, There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit; there are
diversities of administrations, but the same Lord; and there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of
the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. From which it most clearly follows
that there is no difference in the Trinity. ( On the first principle, Chapter 3, Number
7)



Origen
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Origen

« We worship, therefore, the Father of truth, and the Son, who is the
truth; and these, while they are two, considered as persons or
subsistences, are one in unity of thought, in harmony and in identity
of will. ( Contra Celsum, Book 8, Chapter 12)
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The End

* Glory and Praise be to The Father and to The Son
and to the Holy Spirit
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