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ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed to edit Gadla Abaw wga# [Fourth Part] using diplomatic edition. Thus,
the study sought to: (i) present an edition of Ga8baw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part]; (i) make a
philological analysis of the gadl; (iii) presentlaguistic commentary on the gadl;(iv) provide
the theological background of the Stephanites; @igcuss the historical milieu of the
Stephanites. To this effect, Diplomatic editiormassearch method was employed to conduct the
study as the text is a codex unicus. In additiore key informant interviews were used to
supplement the historical and theological backgewf the Stephanite3he gadl preserves a
vital and extensive historical and theological retof the 18' —century Stephanite movement.
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CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION

“WRAI°H: 1770 AOAPL: NOAN: ADwo: NARTIC: R7H:
LAA: WG R ACTUCT: ANhCr:: @AlAeov-:
97 T9PUCT: Wk NhC:: OAES: HAART:: ©h7(0:
ALRIPC: QOLR: NATINA: WA NACOHN: ohdl: 0T
ncoLer:”

Other brothers rose against me in dispute sayiigy ‘are teaching what
is not the teaching of our country.” | said to thélWhat is the teaching
of this country? And how is it of another (coun®y)do not know any
other (teaching) than all that is in Christ andahe Church?

Abba dstifanos

1.1 Background of the Study

Goa'az or classical Ethiopic has been the written lagguaf Ethiopia at least since the beginning
of the Christian era Ullendorff confirms from an inscription, the obelisk of Méga, that
Ethiopic began before the introduction of Christignsaying: “It is clear that the Ethiopian
script was then already so far developed that wst mssume that it had come into existence, in
one form or another, not later than the end ofifheentury A.D. The oldest, still unvocalized,

text known to us is the small inscription on thelak of Maara (near Senafe, Eritrea).”

Although G sz stopped being spoken in the twelfth or thirteexghtury, it has remained the
language of literature and liturgyThe literature includes a wide variety of manigsrthat
range from ecclesiastical works such as the EtbiBpiok of Henok, St. Yared’s Sacred chants
(Dagg"a, Soma-Dngg“a, Mo'raf, Zomare and Mawag) to medicinal books like Maliie Sray
and M&hafa Hos&na, to agricultural books like Ma&afa M&abkoh and to philosophical books

’ Getatchew, 2006, p. 37
* Getatchew, 2005, p.736.
* Ullendorff, 1951, p. 207.

> Leslau, 1991, p. IX.



such as Mégafa AbuSaor, to state and government treatises such aisaFNagat, Tarika
N&gat, and Kobra Nagat, and folkloré.

Though there are MSS that were written in the e@hyistian era such as the Gospel of Abba
Garima, most scholars believe that the hagiographtcadition flourished especially in the
medieval period. The hagiographies which descraiats from the Axumite period {4-9"
centuries) were generally not written until thethleentury and hence are of only limited
historical valué Medieval Ethiopian literature is particularly righ hagiographies. TaddeSse

discussed the richness 0§'Gz hagiographies as follows:

Gi'iz hagiographies constitute by far the largestup of sources for medieval Ethiopian
history. Even the Royal Chronicles --- which caheotise be considered as secular
historical documents --- display some hagiographibaracteristics. This is the result of
not only the clerical monopoly of the literary at the time, but also because of the
[iIntensively religious milieu of medieval Ethiopia

Thegadlat or the lives of monks and saints, definitely hagkie purely as literary productions.
However, they are also extremely useful for thegif the political history of the country.

Among thegadlat or hagiographies that were composed during theewaldperiod of Ethiopia
is Gadla Abaw wa-BAaw [Fourth Part]. Gadla Abaw wakAw [Fourth Part] begins by saying
“NEA: (N0: Aovddhid.: 1L 0acov: @NY°Pov-:: AANPTI:: OADPT: $5A7 which
means “fourth part or section of the book of thésand martyrdom of our holy fathers and

brothers”. From this one can understand this ta lbentinuation of the Gadla Abaw wardw,

® Ayele, 1997, p.131.

" Hagiography is a term that covers literary produetated to the veneration of the saints. In ttgopian context,
hagiography encompasses a number of genres, ograiiff types of texts: Vita, or ActsGédl]), Miracles
(T&ammr), Homilies Parsan), hymns and hymnological compositions of differémds, accounts about the
translations of relics, and a number of smallertstelike monastic genealogies, prayers and insorigti
(“Hagiography”.EAell (2005), p. 969- Nosnitsin).

® Kaplan, 1981, p. 119

° Taddesse, 1970, p.12.



EMML 4 or IES 496, which says, “This is the thirdrpof the book of the acts and martyrdom of
our holy fathers and brothers who are holy martgtsf. 104r. There are not, to my knowledge,
First and Second Parts of Gadla Abaw wiaw. Gadla Abaw wa-Baw [Fourth Part] is a
collection of the martyrdom of the Fathers and Beos of Dabra Garzen, and tells the story of
the persecution of the Stephanites during the reigkse Zar'a Yaoqob (1434-1468).

The name Stephanite is derived from the name ofnitiek, Abbadstifanos (died ca. 1450), who
organized the followers of his teachings into dinlé$ sect, but still under the umbrella of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church. In Gez they called themselves ‘Daqgigatifanos’ meaning ‘the

spiritual children or followers of Abbastifanos™®.

Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part] presents an account of the petsemuthat the Stephanites
faced in the fifteenth century by their opponent’@a&’asqob, who is mentioned in trg&dl as
Dabba Sar meaning “a bear to the enemy”. The main reaswntHeir persecution is their
doctrinal differences. Thgadl provides a historical panorama of the sect. Iltestdnow the
Stephanites defended themselves before the royal, dmw they sacrificed their lives, in which
places they were jailed and to which places thesevi@ken for torture and persecution. Gadla
Abaw wa-Ahaw [Fourth Part] is an important historical soufoe its period.As far as the
researcher’s knowledge is concerned, no reseasthing far been conducted on Gadla Abaw
wé-Ahaw [Fourth Part].

1.2Statement of the Problem

Much scholarly work so far has focused on individfigures of the Stephanite movement,
notably Abbadstifanos, Abba Abaddzun, Abbadzra, and Abba Isayyas. Gadla Abaw wa-
Ahaw [Fourth Part] has not been published. It is tvostudying this gadl, for it gives
comprehensive historical information on the fiftdenentury Stephanite sect in particular and

the medieval period of Ethiopian history in general

1% Getatchew, 1983, p. 94.



The present research is the first attempt to pteamnedition of thegadl which is purely
philological, including annotations and translatidime researcher will also give an overview of
the general history of the Stephanite movementriapdulating thegadl with other published

information on the sect.

1.3 Objectives of the Study

1.3.1 General Objective

The general objective of the research is to edidl&&#baw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part] using
diplomatic edition. This method of text editing &pp to the case of a codex unicus, where — as
in our case — it is not possible to use the Lachmasamrules:

1.3.2 Specific Objectives

The specific objectives of the research are to:

0 present an edition of Gadla Abaw w&aw [Fourth Part].
0 make a philological analysis of tigéd|.

0 present a linguistic analysis of thadl.

o provide the theological background of the Steplesnit

o0 discuss the historical milieu of the Stephanites.

0 provide readers with a translation of the whypell.

"The original objective was to critically edit Gaddaw wa-Aaw using the neo-Lachmannian method. However,
I could not find enough manuscripts of thigdl to carry out a critical edition. Even after thread trips to Dabra
Sayon (Zway Island) in December 2013, Mgam Dibo (in Tigrai) in October 2014 and'&hda G'ando in July
2014.



1.4 Significance of the Study

The researcher believes that the findings of thidyswill be useful:

0 to make available an important but unstudied hagialgical source.
0 to scholars who are interested in Ethiopian history

o to theologians, as thgadl introduces theological concepts such as the ided t
prostrating to the king is not correct but onlyGod the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit (probably for the first time in the Ethiopi@ontext).

o to philologists and linguists who want to furtherdy this MS.

1.5 Delimitation of the Study

This study is limited geographically to areas efjfy in Northern Ethiopia, (particularly the
monasteries of Bndad'ando Mapvyam, Masyam Dibo and Asira Matira Mayam), as these
monasteries are believed to have preserved maph&tdegadlat. Besides, at the time of the

research there was no access to possible souore£titrea.

1.6 Review of Related Literature

Various scholars, local and foreign, have writtartlee history of the Stephanite movement. The

researcher discusses here the main contributions.

According to Getatchew (1983, p. 93), Dillmann (88&tudied the writings of #& Zara
Ya‘aqob in 1884 (published a year later). These writipgesent (inter alia) an account of the

Stephanite movement and their challenge to the Z4aogobite persecution.

Conti Rossini (1910) edited Gadla Ab#izurt?, the acts of one of the important leaders of the

sect. He published the book from a MS which wadetbput for him in the twentieth century.

12 Abakorazun GMadn7, alsohllhd N7 (Abakarazun, originally nametktifanos, was born in 1394/95 and died
in 1476. He was from the Aksum region. His fathersvirasfana Masqéal and his mother brought him tobEam
when she became a widow. He studied at the moyastéfayg'omze. At the age of 15, he was ordained a deacon

5



He translated thgadl into Italian. Significantly, he tried hard to ildte the ideas or sentences
which are taken from the Bible. Getatchew (2004 hbkso translated Géadla Akéi#izun into
Ambharic in his bookDaqgiga Asfifanos Bahgg Amlak Conti Rossini's work differs from
Getatchew's in that they each used a different BiSHeir translation and edition and the latter

tried to correct the errors of the MS.

Mordini (1953) published an important article “Ib@vento di Gunde Gundié” which is a report
of his visit to Gunda Gunde, the Stephanite cerderwrote it in Italian; however, he gives a
summary of his article in English as follows:

Among the buildings which make up the monaster@gohde Gundié the most remarkable

on the point of view of its architecture is the ahy owing to its structure and ornamental

features. The monastery also keeps a large calleofimanuscripts even old, of a portion

of which a short list is provided. Follows an onai list of the abbots of the monastery,

and, in the end, a passage from a letter by Mgust®io De Jacobis, whereby he tells
about his well known visit to that plate.

Abba ‘dzra* was one of the prominent leaders of the secty#il, which was edited by Caquot
(1961), also explains about the Stephanite moverdaring his time. Caquot’s edition is a
paramount contribution to Ethiopian and foreign adalship. Getatchew (2004) based his

Ambharic translation of Gadl&zra on Caquot’s edition.

Conti Rossini and Ricci (1964) edited ZdrYaoqob's Mashafa Brhan. This book mainly

preaches Christian principles, such as worshiping,®bserving the Sabbath(s) and so forth.

by abunaBartalomewos; and he toa@skemaat the age of 17 frormbba Samu’el of Jayysa, taking the name of
Abédkorazun. After some years, he became a disciplélsifanos; in consequence he was expelled from the
monastery at the age of 33 for his fidelitydstifanos, who was imprisoned at that tinieAe | (2003), pp. 5b-6a
(Robert Beylot)].

3 Mordini, 1953, p. 29

14 ‘Hzra @mHe) was a saint and a prominent followerdsfifanos (18" to early 1&' century). According to his Acts,
he was born in Ksaddnba, a district of Hzb& Sbuha (Agama), to Yshaq and his wife Le’ul Sdmra, whom he
married after the death of her first husband (Ca4961, p.72):dzra started his religious life at the age of twelve
when his father died and his elder brothstifanos, brought him to Kaswa (Gunda Gunde), atsttteool ofAbuna
Yoashaq, then head of the monastery. Here he took theastic habit and the name @&fzra (ibid. p. 7) EAE I
(2005), pp. 481-482 (Robert Beylot)]



But it also talks about the Dagiddstifanos. The book includes, among many others, the

following:

Reading Titles oMaskafa Berhan which were written by Z&a Yaosqob so that Christians will

be saved.

Worshiping God: worship only to God.

Abolishing sorcery (which is practiced in Ethiopia)

Priests should preach to the believers every ddyraamy times on Sabbath and Sunday.
Preaching/teaching people theldbstu qalat[zat] (lit. 6 words of Gospel).

About what to do on Sabbath and Sunday.

o O O o o o

About observance of Sabbath and Sunday (= Lordreddéhe Apostles to observe
Sabbath and Sunday).
About [what] God says, “I did not come to abolistit@nd the Prophets”.

(@)

o About those who disregard taking Communion daily.

o0 About “Dagigadstifa” = Anyone who finds them should not be compasate with them
/Should not show them mercy./

o About those who say “Three names and one facedqpgrand one body and one image”.

0 About “Daqigd Maegabadgzi’” who established their own doctrine which is niogé t
same as the 81 canons [Ethiopic] and did not acwejmation.

Taddesse (1966) was the first Ethiopian scholamydknowledge, to present a general review of
the history of the movement and its teachings, gubioth published and unpublishgédlat of
the Stephanites. He mainly uses Géatkéfanos for his article “Some Notes on the Fifteenth
Century Stephanite “Heresy” in the Ethiopian ChiyéSE 22:103-115.

Robert Beylot has written many articles (to my kfemge nine) on the Stephanites. These are: in
(1970) “Un épisode de I'histoire ecclésiastiquel'&¢hiopie. Le mouvement stéphanite. Essai
sur sa chronologie et sa doctrine”; in (1981) “tastds, hétérodoxe éthiopien du XVe siécle”; in
(1984) “Sur quelques hétérodoxes éthiopiens. Estffa Abakerazun, Gabra Masih, Ezra”; in
(1990) “Actes des Péres et Fréres de Dabra Gameoduction et instructions spirituelles et

théologiques d’Estifanos”; in (1991) “Les Actes @abra Masih I”; in (2002) “Bref apen des
7



Actes de Bartalogwos moine stéphanite du X\siécle”; in (2003) “Abakarazun of Dabra
Gérzen” inEAeVol.1 (pp. 5-6); in (2005) ‘Hzra” in EAeVol.2 (pp. 481-482); in (2005) “Gunda
Gunde” inEAeVol.2 (pp. 917-919).

Beylot's (1970) article “Un épisode de I'histoirectésiastique de I'Ethiopie. Le mouvement
stéphanite. Essai sur sa chronologie et sa dotpmesents a general review of the history of the
movement and its teachings. Beylot (1990) also nadémportant contribution in his article
“Actes des Peéres et Freres de Dabra Garzen: irdtiodu et instructions spirituelles et
théologiques d’EstifanosHere he presents brief information on the segte@slly the spiritual
and theological instructions of the acts of théaéas and brothers of Dabrd Garzen. In addition,
he edited the first 13ff of Gadla Abaw wadw and translated it into French.

Ferenc (1976) published an edition of Gadla Abwsedslyas and translated it into French.
Isayyyas (.1.6.0; b. 1485, B&ta Qays;Agama, d. 15 September 1572) was the sixth abbot
of Dabra Garzen (Gunda Gunde), the major monastietye Stephanite followers @fstifanos

(cf. Mordini 1953, p.59).

Fikre Selassie (1972) copied out the Gadla Gabr&iiVd@] in his own hand and made a
translation and annotation for his BA degree intétig at Addis Ababa University. He translated
the gadl into English. His work is not purely phagical and he made no attempt to correct
corrupted words. Gabra Masi(1d ovi.ch; d. ca. 1650) was the tenth leader of the
Hstifanosite monastery of Gunda Gunde. He assumecgdbion about 1644, following the

death of his predecessahunaYosab. Gabra Méssiled the monastery until his death, when he

was succeeded by Samu'al.

There are also important works on the Stephaniteement by Professor Getatchew Haile. First,
Getatchew (1983) published “The Cause of #isgfanosites: A Fundamentalist Sect in the

Church of Ethiopia.” In this article, he presentsaimprehensive information about who the

¥ Kaplan, 2005:623.



Stephanites are based on their ogédlat He also translated a few folios of EMML &&dla
Abaw wa-Agaw za-Dabra Garzen ff. 44v-45v, 57v-58r, 65v-67r, 110r, and 111lv as
appendix. Second, Getatchew (2002¥# ANm. 45N ‘N7 A2°47, Dagiga dsifanos
Bahbgg Amlak gives valuable information about the Stephanitesement. Here he translated
Gadladstifanos, Gadla Abaw waHaw, Gadla Abadkrazun and Gadlddzra into Amharic,
though not all folios of eadhad! were translated. Third, Getatchew’s (2006) “Thed® Acts of
Abba dstifanos of G'andad’onde”, is published irCSCOin two volumes The first volume,
CSCO vol. 619, is an edition ofGadla Jsifanos za-Gondad’ande (2.€°A4 ANm. 45710
17~7.57-7.,), including a critical apparatus. The second volu8®COvol. 620, presents the

translation of the acts, i.e, Gadl&ifanos Za-Gandad'onde with detailed introduction.

Piovanelli's (1994) article entitled “Les controses théologiques sous le roi Zar'a‘éfob
(1434-1468) et la mise en place du monophysism®gdn” which means-- ‘The Theological
Controversies under King ZarYaoqob and the Situating of the Ethiopian Monophysitis is
also an important one which adds some elementrt@mwledge of the Stephanites’ theological

controversy with Zda Yaoqob. Piovanelli begins his article saying:

For experts of patristic literature who are usefbttmwing the tormented evolution of the
Christological and Trinitarian theology from itsigin until the 5- century, it will be
rather surprising to observe that if you look ahi@pian cultures from the T4to 15"
century that the problems that would debated by dharch fathers (the early church
fathers) will still alive in the breast of the east Christian church (thousand years later)
which despite rather early evangelization even fitben middle of the 4 century A.D.
Despite the early evangelization, the Eastern Chuwstill had trouble adopting the
Trinitarian symbol which was accepted by all of thghful. The exact definition of the
Trinitarian mystery trigger there vigorous polemiesd the exchange of episodes.
Revileing labels like Sabellian, Nestorian, Quadrian, Melkite, Jew or heretic all of
these were common in the writings of the peffod.

Then he discusses about The Christian Orient, dral Bthiopian Churchivhere he notes: As for the
situation of the Ethiopian church, the 36 artideéh® Niecean canons of the Arabic Synod which nmiade
impossible to be elected Ethiopian as a metropyliéend thus, justified its dependence on the Coptic
Patriarchate of Alexandria. This article (36 a#g]clplaced Ethiopian Christianity simply in the
monophysite field. And indeed it was a monophysSiteistianity which was discovered in Ethiopia by

'® Piovanelli, 1994, p. 189. [N.B. All the translatiopresented here are made by Prof. Orin]
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one of the first European travellers to reach tealm of mystical Prester John and to give true

information encoded about it, namely the Portugl@aacisco Alvarez in 1520-1526.

Under the title “The Dissidents as Controlled by’'Zara’eqob” in this article Piovanelli discusses:
“Between the end of the f4century and the middle of the A%entury until king Z&a Yaoaqob,
Q"agantinos | of Ethiopia (1434-1468), until he made aisien or arbitration the church in Ethiopia was
torn apart by movements almost called schisms wiitfers one from the other by their theological
ideas, by the views of what the biblical canons \fiakich are biblical books) and indeed by their
practical liturgy. The main dissidents who threatemunity of the church and those of the Ethiositate
are as follows: ) of all the theologians Za-Mikh ‘Asga, Gamalyal and his disciples who are wrongly
called Mikdelile by wellérn [¢holar[Jallhiough nolcalled Mika’elile[Iby Ehiopianl] IT) (he heologian
Fire Mabar; Ill) The monkdstifanos (1397/1398-1444) and his disciples the Stejpbs; IV) The
Eustathians, the disciples of the monk Esatmwvos (around 1273—13521)5?Pi0vanelli discusses these
four dissidents in detail.

Under the title Hstifanos and the Stephanites” Piovanelli discussesrtain accusations brought Biira
Ya'aqob to Stephaites. He also explains the real stakes of thergeetsy.

Gorma Elyas’ (2000 AM.)&EP ANM.4TNT CL-AL ANCTT 0771, Dagiga dstifanosanna
ya-Dabra Brhan Sangp contains various facts on the history of the nmoset. He uses

nineteergadlat/manuscripts/ of Dabra Garzen to write his book.

Steffan A. Spencer (2010) wrote his PhD dissematim: “The Eighteenth Century Ge'ez
(Classical Ethiopic) Manuscrigh Trinitarian Theological Treatise from the Monas®rder of
Dagiqa Estifanos The MS is largely a collection of stories thédteorate biblical narratives and
rules for certain religious cultural observancdse Tentral idea of his dissertation is:

The Book of the Trinity [The Eighteenth Century &2’Manuscript] often urges the

reader to praise and call upon the Holy Trinityerd, while critiquing the widespread

adoration of the angels, saints and martyrs, becacsording to this particular text, only
the Holy Trinity is able to save souls. Many of tHeas are firmly within the tradition of

Y bid., p. 190
18 .
Ibid., pp. 191-192
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the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, yet, thm fadherence to worship of the
Holy Trinity, among other ideas, suggest the awgloérthe manuscript are from a unique
tradition within the canonical Orthodox faith that the Monastic order of Dagiga
Estifanos:’

He added, “Estifanos and his followers were mostemed with the neglect to worship God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One God - alone. Qdstano earthly ruler was to be prostrated
before, as this form of worship is to be reserved God, the Holy Trinity alone® Such a
monastic order became a threat to the imperialgdesof king Zar'a Y&aqob. As a result,

Hstifanos and his followers were persecuted during e of Zar'a Yasqob.

Maimire Mennasemay (2010) wrote a philosophicatlarentitled “A Critical Dialogue between
Fifteenth and Twenty-first Century Ethiopia” whigkas published in thinternational Journal

of Ethiopian StudiesThis paper was published in 2009Tihe Horn of Africa volume XXVII,

pp. 64-118 with a title “The Dekike Estifanos: Tods an Ethiopian Critical Theory”. He
underscores that, “On the surface, the conflictvben theDekike Estifanognd Zera Yacob is
about religious matters such as the mystery offtivéty and of the incarnation, the adoration of
religious images and crucifix, and the natureDebre Tsionor salvation at the ‘end of times’.
However, in these seemingly theological conflictestgte new ideas about power, law

institutions, and knowledgé™

Teweldeberhan (2010), the present researcher, wiseMA Thesis on “Historical and
Linguistic analysis of Gadla Abaw wahAw”. Here, he uses two manuscripts and gives

historical and linguistic analysis about the Steyigamovement.

Nosnitsin (2013) wrote an article entitled “New Bcaes of the Stephanite Monastic Network?
Cases of Some Under-Explored Sites in Eagrdy”. Nosnitsin discusses that in the last few
decades a significant attention has been giverdanstructing the main events in the history of

the Stephanite movement. A number of works on tetoiical and theological doctrine of the

'® Taken from the Spencer’s abstract of th8 ELES entitled “The Ethiopian Orthodox Book of fhienity: A
Homily from the Monastic Order of Dagiga Estifanos”

% Spencer, 2010, p. 68
! Maimire, 2010, p. 9
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Stephanite has been published. In addition, thewaad celebrities and their acts have been
identified and studied. Nosnitsin pointed out twoncerns of the “Stephanite studies” that
required deeper research. One, there are no stugiethe “post-conflict” history of the
Stephanites and'Gndad‘ondo. Two, though there are a lot of published sesi@n Stephanites
and there is an approximate idea of the geogragptope of the movement, there is no clear

understanding of its cultural and political estsiihent.

1.7 Background of the Research Area

In many cases, there is/are no definite geographiea(s) of the study if the research is a
philological study and thus the researcher need®llect the extant MSS of Gadla Abaw wé-
Ahaw [Fourth Part] anywhere, be it in monasterieck{sas Gondad’ondo, Mapyam Dibo,
Asira Matira, etc.), churches or private collectiddowever, it is worth mentioning the

monastery of Gondad'ondo here as it was the spiritual centre of the Igirjtes.
Monastery of G"andag"ando

The monastery of tbdad'ondo (74%: 174, also Godad’andi and Gunda Gunde) is located
in a valley some 30 ks east of ‘Addigrat in tle Eastern Zone of Togray, warada Irob.
Currently, theras a rough rural road which stops at the district @b@n. “One has to climb
down steep slopes for some four to six hours walketch it. The climb back up is even more
challenging and takes longer’ The famous monastery of*@hdad’ondo, also known as Dabra
Garzen(&-14: 1CH7, also Dabra Gérizan), is located at the junctibtwo rivers: Warat and
Kaswa. The latter also gave one of the monaste&giiest name called Dabra Kaswer({<:
HAaeP). It is built on a semi-circular hill of the rodlelevation 1,450m). It consists of some 30

buildings of rectangular shape all around the nchimrch, G'andad’ondo Masyam?*

*? Hailu says 70 kms.
* Hailu, n.d., p. 1.
24 “Gunda Gunde”EAe vol. Il (2005), p. 917b (Robert Beylot)
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Yoshaof® established the monastery of'd@agd’ondo around 1450. It was still called Kaswa at
that time. He made his first acquaintance \digtifanos at the monastery of'@yyaa. dstifanos
advised his disciples to go east during his lasgsar Accordingly, ¥shaq and his community
first settled at Wiafa, a village wlic[Jillnear ‘Addigrallown. Lalér, [Tey moved down fur(ller [0

the east where they found‘@dag‘sndo?®

The present building of Bndad’ando was built by its most eminent mortkzra, originally
from Sbuha, on the place where the former church was estadali before it burnt down in 1510
during one of the boundless attacks experiencetidogommunity. According to his biographer,

he got the surnameenawi(lit. the industrious), due to his technical sKill

The choice of the site, according to H&fumight have been determined by a desire to escape
persecution. Hence, its remoteness could have theemost crucial criterion for the selection of
the location. As Hailu states:

The choice of the site was fortuitous, because @uandi, a century later, was one of the
few churches and monasteries that escaped rangaekid pillaging by the forces of
Ahmed Gragne. As a result, it is also one of thetrimoportant centers, the other two being
Dabra Damo and Inda Abba Garima, that preservedspagne manuscripts and other
religious treasures.

Moreover, Hailu elaborates the richness of the matamg's library, quoting the Italian scholar
Antonio Mordini, who visited it twice in the early940s. At that time, the library owned around

800 MSS, many of which were dated prior td"déntury. In addition to the catalogue of some
200 MSS that Mordini made, he (Mordini) obtainetanily (Darsan) of a date not later than

» “The founder oD&bra Kaswa was indeecbdhaq (Ferenc 1976:244): according to local traditionwhich he is
styled assarare adbara(‘founder of monasteries’), he established the neainrch of the place, today dedicated to
St. Mary.” [*Gunda Gunde”EAg vol. Il (2005), p. 918a (Robert Beylot)]

*® Lepage & Mercier, 2005, p. 180
* Ibid.

28 Hailu, n.d., p. 1.

> Ibid., p. 1
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the 18" century, aZena Abawof the 17 century, and aGadla dsifanos and aGadla
Abalorazunof the 18 century as well as a couple of other M8S.
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Figure 1: Location of G"andag"ando

*® Teweldeberhan, 2010, p. 10.
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CHAPTER TWO: HISTORICAL AND THEOLOGICAL
BACKGROUND OF THE STEPHANITES

2.1 Historical Background

The Daqig& dstifanos, which means the children or followersisfifanos, were monks who
shared similar ideology, holy books commentary anwhasticismdstifanos means Stephen
and their movement is called the Stephanite movefiefhe idea was first taught by
Astifanos but was believed to have developed furtlydrib followers such as Abakizun.

The Stephanite movement is a fundamentalist seitteirEthiopian Orthodox Church which
shocked both Church and State during the fifteamith sixteenth centuries. The movement
has been known to the outside world mostly fromnbhgatives of the Portuguese embassy
that visited Ethiopia during the years 1520-18%7.

The movement was started ca. 1428 by Aig#anos who was born ca. 1394 at Marwa in
the province of Agama (in Bgray) from a family of chief&* Now let us see when and how
the movement started and developed based onéathat @f the Stephanites. The movement
lasted for somewhat less than a century from 148081

' “Dagiq” means (lit. children) likelaga mazmuldisciples). Hence, “Dagigdstifanos” is the name of the
followers. When one monk being ordained a monkslivea monastery, he comes out of his monasteryalue
some reasons and leads his own anchoritism owdelitWhen the name of his fatherhood became famous,
many other followers came and joined him. Then & ngonastery was established in such a way. If this
founder of the monastery who is the “father”, “teac or “abbot” is appointed, he is named asbura »d".
Then his followers becameldqiqg’ or “children” of the monk who established that mastery. They are named
“his children” as they accepted and abide by hideorand his faith and as they ordained a monk & hi
monastery. For instance, the monks of Dabra Libanesalledaqiga Takla Haymanaifter Takla Haymanot
who established that monastery [Dabra Libanos]ewike, the followers oHstifanos are calledDaqiga
Astfifanos. These Dagiqastifanos lived by the faith of the order whom theidladown it as their faith many
years ago. Their monastic order is the order oepgy prostration, prayer and silence. Their fétlprostrating
only to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spiritnot to the icon of (Mother of God), [the holytoss and
the king ([they say] we don't give a prostratioa & king] which let's us turn our head down), aheytdo not
accept books which are out of the church (Getatc28d0, pp. 23-24).

32 Getatchew, 2010, pp. 23-24

33 Getatchew, 20064, p. Ill. [Not&he G 2z Acts of Abbdsifanos of Gondagd'andeEdition and Translation
were published in 2006 in two consecutive volunmS$COby GetatchewHence, | used ‘Getatchew, 2006a’,
for the Ge’ez Edition and ‘Getatchew, 2006b’, foe English Translation.]

3% Taddesse, 1966, p.106.
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2.1.1 Divergent Views on the Type and Advent of thelovement

Many scholars who have written on Dagi@tifanos consider the fifteenth century
Stephanite movement as a “reform” movement. Thikesview of Taddesse, Getatchew and
some other historians. Tadde$Ssays, “This zeal for reform and higdifanos’] forceful
teaching alienated him from the surrounding momesteof Shire.” Getatchew on his part
considers it as a monastic reform movement. Harpplain words saying,Abunadstifanos
(Stephen), ... was the initiator of a monastic refonovement that shook the foundations of
the establishment of State and Church in Ethiapiae fifteenth century®

Some scholars from the EOTC, however—BbahKobrat, Kahsay Gabréddgzi'aloher, Abba
Lamlam to mention only a few—argue that the Stepihanwere not strictly speaking
reformers of the church structure. They were mamis genuinely criticised and condemned
guestionably local customs and wrong ascetic lifsmonasticism; and they prescribed a strict
observance of the apostolic canons and Holy Seepturhey simply asked amendments to

be done to these wrong local traditions.

Getatchew compared the commencement of this “réfarmavement with the advent of
Protestantism, which was not actually the same-daa which seems to have misled many
people. He noted this saying, “Daqigétifanosites rose in the reign éke Yoshaq (1414-
1429) which was about 30 years before Martin Lutteese in Germany having similar
ideas.®” B&aman (2009 A.M.) criticizes Getatchew for trying geek in the Stephanites

ideas similarities with Luther’s reform movement puts it as follows:

Comparing Luther's “Sola fide- faith alone” whicls ia typical principle of the
Protestants with Dagigdstifanosites’ strict law of work which includes motias
asceticism that is opposite to his; Luther's “Ssd¢aiptura- scripture alone” who has a
slogan ‘A Holy Bible with only 66 canonical booksbuld not agree with D&agiga
Astifanosites whom we saw accepting not only “the sigine” Ethiopic canonical
books of the Bible but also other deuterocanonim@bks and spiritual folklore; A
“monk” (Luther) who came out of a monastery relmgjland saying, “All believers are
priests” should not be compared with Dagigifanosites like'dzra who crossed the
Sinai desert with exhaustions all the way to Egypd Jerusalem to be ordained into the

* Taddesse, 1966, p.107
*® Getatchew, 2006b, p. VII.
% Getatchew, 2010, p. 24.
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priesthood. Seeing such a comparison in professetatGew’s interpretation is
difficult for the Orthodox mind?

Damp’el also argues that the Stephanites were not chrefohmers and that viewing them as
having a similar theological ideology with Protegism is wrong. He explaines as follows:

Dagigadstifanosites were [monks] who rose up to ask amentsrterbe made to some
practices which were done in their time and to exrwhat seemed to them wrong.
However, they were not church reformers as somelpexay. They use the Ark of the
Covenant fabof) for their liturgy @Qoddas@. They live in asceticism. Their main
monastery Dabrd Gunda Gundi [Dabra Garizan] isumathof our mother Mary. They
made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem. They took priestlfrom a bishop. These and other
ideas of Daqgiqalstifanosites were absolutely different from the Lutlves who rose in
Europe to protest and bring a reform and from thafseur country men who have
attempted to replicate this.

2.1.2 Who dstifanos was, and the advent and development of thetephanite

Movement

dstifanos was born ca. 13%4at Marwa (Sbuha qabald in the Eastern Zone ofagray,
‘Agama, to his father 8hana Méasqgal and his mother Sara. His father deddrbé he was
born. When he was born his family named iadga Ambasa. His mother brought up him in
a district of Aqgalay in the home of his father's brotteto whom he was entrusted. He grew
up as a shepherd in his guardian’s family. His @mckisted in vain that he should keep up
the secular tradition of the family. However, aftefong discussion he was admitted to a
church schodf called Beta lyyasus where he started to learnRbalms of David. He

dedicated himself to learning with zeal and he bexa talented learner. When the clergy of

*® B&aman 2009 A.M., p. 28.
** Dana’el, 2008 A.M., p. 16 and (EBS Special Gena Show, The Dekike Estifanos. Mp4)

* The exact birth date d@fstifanosis not known; Taddesse (1966, p. 104fagaw (in his preface at Getatchew,
2010, p.14@and Baaman (2009 A.M., p.10) say ca. 1394 whereas Kapl@hNosnitsin (istifanos’, EAe, Il
(2005), p. 390a) and Beylot (1981, p.279) say 887198. | used ca. 1394 as | cross-checked it tlmrchief
abbots of Gandad'sndo.

1 Getatchew006a, f.5b. [N.B. “f” stands for folio; “a” refers torécto” and “b” refers to “verso”. Note also
that here | used “a” and “b” because | directlydi@etatchew’s edition oActs of7sifanos of Gandagdande
Getatchew (2006, pp. IV-V) noted that he had madetiition [of Gadlalstifanos] based on Spencer MS 7 (N)
which belong to New York Public Library, collatedtlwv Conti Rossini MS 24, deposited at the Accademia
Nazionale dei Lincei, Rome and another manuscriithvhe designated “S” whose whereabout (he says) i
unknown.

* Taddesse, 1966, p. 104.
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that religious centre saw the beauty of his demearbey called his nantstifanos™. When
he had learned the law up to the proper levelHerliturgy, they brought him to the Egyptian
metropolitanabun&Bartalomewo¥', so that he might ordain him a deacon. He ordaimied

a deacon at age 18 when Bartalomewos was at liitenee called Garges(éja

Then he joined the monastery Hianbar Godb® which is the monastic community of

I*” of Q¥ayy&a. ThereAbba Samuel gave him the holy haBftor askemaat the age

Samue
of 19. dstifanos started his career by teaching the Psalni3aefd to the saints (monks) of

Q"ayyaa by the command @fbbaSamuel™.

While the saint was in this situation, the monkstluit monastery went out to the
countryside to take care of the fields staying éhéor it was harvest time. They asked
the abbot to give them a teacher who would teaemtthe Psalms of David. He said to
them, “Takedstifanos; he will teach you.” They took him and brbudim there in (a
state of) severe exhaustitgh.

When the harvest time was completed, he returnduistoesidence. His occupation was
calligraphy* and he copied the books of the Prophets and trewed® carefuly. This

gave him a better chance to study more and to dp\&firm stance on the teaching and
practice of the Church. His own students begarppwexiate him and many other people

came to him in the evening to listen to his teaghiat his small hu? Having learned

4SGetatchew, 20064, f.7a.

* The Coptic Egyptian prelate known under the narh®artalomewos (c+to2Pa) came to Ethiopia as
Metropolitan in 1398/99. He started his activityidg the reign ofise Dawit Il as a successor abunaSalama
Il (“the Translator”), after a ten-year vacancytloé episcopal seat at Aksum. The first importareinéto occur
during his presence in Ethiopia was the councilraomed in 1400 by Dawit to counter the preachingiedry
the daqgiga
Ewostatewos'Bartadlomewos’' EAg 1l (2003), p. 285 (Gianfrancesco Lusini)

* Gadla Abunafsifanos za-Gunda Gundd996 A.M., p. 39 says “Gargis”

6 Getatchew, 200643, f. 10a.

7 Samuel was a disciple of Magnin&dgzi’ of Bankol, one of the spiritual sons of Takla Hayrot.

8 Getatchew, 2006a, f.14a.

** Getatchew, 2006a, f.21b.

*% Getatchew, 2006b, p. 12.

> Getatchew, 2006a, f.27b.

> Taddesse, 2006, p. 105.
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from him, they began to follow the practice of lasceticism. Soon he became an

influential person in the community.

Then the people of the monastery became enviohgmfind accused him (for the first
time) before the abbot saying, “Behold, he livesoading to his own advice which is not
the mode of life of the monastery. He also attramtsers to the asceticism of his
solitude.” The abbot heeded what they said anddaghe saint, “Why do you depart
from the mode of life of the monastery in your weorhd deeds? Why do you give up
what other fellow monks do not like?” The saintdséi him, “Is the judgment you made
done according to the rule or by taking only théness of what they say? If it is to be
done by a real judgment, examine my words and thends. However, if you issue a
judgment according to what they say, behold, myreggion also comes from you.”
When the saint replied him like this, the abbot Wtasous and reviled him saying that

demons had possessed Pim
HAstifanos meets MetropolitanAbba Bartdlomewos

After some timédstifanos went to MetropolitaAbbaBartdlomewos to discuss with him
religious affairs. He told him that he came to hoershow him his manner of life and to
make him aware ahead of time not to be offendethbywords of others when he heard
about him from others who besmirched him. Whenntie¢ropolitan saw the intelligence
of the saint’s words and the beauty of his maniidéifeg he wrote him an authoritative
letter to teach everyorie Then he ordained him into the priesthtoat the age of 30.
Then the saint, having written a book of faith vefthe metropolitan so that it would be
an evidence for those who would contradict himynreed to his residence being blessed

by the metropolitan.

There the saint taught those who came to him tieyt should abide by the rule of the
scriptures and the faith of the Trinity. Soon treople of the monastery became angry

with dstifanos and the monks who were learning from himeyrhlso excluded those

%3 Getatchew, 2006b, p. 16.
54 Getatchew, 2006a, f.31a.
%5 bid., f.31b.
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who took lessons from the saint from the Holy Cominn and the common tabfe
Their spokesmen adjuretitifanos by the name of the Father, the Son and thig H
Spirit to leave their monastery. The saint wenthi abbot to see if he could get justice
from him. But he shut the door of his residence igndred him. Having learned that the
monks of the monastery were conspiring to eXsgfanos and his followers, he left his
residence and went into exile accompanied by sait@nafers as far as Lake SafThen
he returned and lived in the |afidf Wagard®. Then after a little while he returned to
Q"ayyaa after a second and third recall by the abbot rémonciliation. He was
imprisoned with a heavy chain on the™8f Haml€® in the monastery on his arrival
together with his admirers. Then on thd" 1 Maskaram they brought him out of the
prisorf* and unlocked the chain from his legs.

Then he left that monastery and went and dwellegar niee river Takkaze with his
disciple Gabra Ksstos who, from the beginning, was at his side ia é&xile and

imprisonment. Other monks also lived near him. Thisnnews was heard in all regions
of the kingdom. Many gathered to him because ofpteaching of his teaching. The
history of the Stephanite movement seems to haasedt properly at this point ca.
14282, He organized them into small units of twelve indials, where each unit was
called aMaidar with its own head. A group dflazdars also formed a community called
Mazbar whose head walsigd Mazbar. And finally theMazbars together forrGadam

%% |bid., f. 33a.
5" The former name of Lakeana
*8 Getatchew, 2006b, p. 20.

9 Wagéra is a district of Bagexir just south of Walsbba, the famous desert where Ethiopian anachorites
flourished. (Taddesse, 1966, p. 106)

* Gadla Abunafsifanos za-Gunda Gundd 996 A.M., p. 71) says “Z3of Hamle "
* He was released at the intervention of the Govesh&hire. ( Taddesse, 1966, p.106)

®2 “The chronology of the movement is fairly establishfeom the internal evidence of the Stephanite
hagiographical literature as well as from otherfiroratory data. A Mordini’'s chronology is based Qonti
Rossini's dating of Abekerezun’s death in 1471. kdrezun, in fact died five years laterGadla Gebre Mesih
Micro film No. 42,Gadl Ezrg ed. & tr. A. CAQUOT, inAE, t. IV, 1961, p. 74 (text), p. 96 (tr.) and nwhere

it is clear that Abekerezun was still alive in Qmo 1475. The other data used by Mordini were idteof the
Abbots and their regnal years, obtained in GundadiWNot all these tally with the actual dates give the
Lives of the Abbots themselves. Cf. MORDIND. cit.,pp. 56-60.” [Taddesse, 1966, p. 106. (footnote)]
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(monastery whose head wa8ba Mbnet (abbot). When new arrivals came, either they
were evenly distributed among the existMgidars or a newMakdar was created. He
also prescribed for them measures of bread, watdrvagetables for their diet. He
restricted them to this, adjuring them not to ggdmel it. Similarly, he ordered them to

dress equally; one should not make himself bett@ravse than others in clothing.

He organized them according to the orders of thesfips as is found in the Book of
Acts. He admonished them: to live with one head aoul, bound together with the
chains of peace; to live by the work of their haadd not to accept vainly the works of
others and to possess notlfhgHaving once promised to be servant of the Lord, a
member of a monastic community should not returtheoworld nor rely on it for its
living. He ordained strict observance of the aplasttanons and the Holy Scriptures and
denounced all local customs that could compronfised”.

The strong enthusiasfstifanos had for reform and his rigorous teachingradted him
from the surrounding monasteries afr& Once more, as in the revolt against Abba
Samuel, who was the most dignified person isr&s he had no supporters among the
monasteries of the area, most of whom belongethédDaqiqa Takla Haymanot. This
local opposition increased whetstifanos’ well-organized young supporters began to
attract the attention of the younger members of rtharby communitiéd Then the
monks of the monastery accused them to the goveinre saying, “Behold, this man
brings dispute among us. He teaches a strangeingachich our fathers did not teach.
He takes away our brethren to himself and destooysmonastery.” The saint replied to
them, “There is no one whom | have wounded or wid@ve wronged. But to him who
looks for the way of life, | have showed him theaLaf God.” He responded these and
such things. When those governors heard this, lieé&y a discussion among themselves
and told the two sides of the dispute and saidtthatissue was too difficult for them to

resolve and ordered them to go to the &ing

% Getatchew, 2006b, p. 23

% Taddesse, 1966, p. 107.

%5 |bid.

% Getatchew, 2006b, pp. 28-30.
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HAstifanos before the King [Probably beforeHazba-Nan or one of his two sons]

Thendstifanos and his accusers appeéfet the gate of the king on 1 2f Tahsas®®
with much exhaustion. The king summoned all theggleof the camp and all officials
with knowledge of the scriptures. More than oneudamd monks gathered. He made all
the accusers stand before him by themselves. hientiagle the saint stand before him by
himself with his disciples. He also summoned théroplitan Abba Mika’el. The king
askeddstifanos to present his concern. He defended hinfsglaccusation, confirming
from the Scripture, and then allowed the accusemésent their points of dispute with
him. Sinoda, the head of the accusers, presensadatcusation. Having heard the case
of the accused and the accusers, they, the cldrgyeacamp Kahnat déabtaraand the
king, consulted together and issued a judgmentn The king gave an ord@rto issue a
decree saying, “They brought this monk here acgubim of not being orthodox; he
teaches against the law. However, we—I| and all ¢le¥gy of the camp—have
understood and ascertained that his words areaindehis teachings are righteous. He
preaches the Gospel like the holy Apostles. Heaceept him, for we, too, have loved
his teaching. Anybody who wishes to follow in tleotsteps of his teaching, be it from

here or other regions, should not be prohiBfted

This did not bring any progress in the Stephanitekitions with the e monasteries
and their allies. They even gathered and conspineoing themselves making a covenant
not to greet anyone who would learn the holy Go$meh the blessedstifanos nor to

67 “Estifanos went to the king’s court three times. Histfappearance at court seems to have been beicee Z
Ya‘'agob’s accession to power. There is no doubt thatldst two appearances were before’@efaqob,
although the king’s name is not mentioned anywherall the Stephanite hagiographical literatureould
consult. But, at the end of fifanos’ first visit to the court, there is this mot‘... and then after some time
reigned another in place of the previous [oit@}l., p. 55 [The G %z Acts of Abbdssifanos of Gaondad'onde

f. 67a]. This king whom he first visited cannot Yishaq (1413-1428) becausetifzmos was still in Shire busy
organizing his followers in 1430/1; ¢kadla Abekerezum. 13. We are, therefore, left with uneventful reigf
Hizbe-Nagn and his two sons (1429-34). We knowetlveas a great feud between Hizbe-Nagn and his droth
Zera Yaqob, and this probably explains the Stephaniteittoedof a favourable decision at the first court
appearance, and ZarYaqob's later ruthlessness against them.Gzfdla Sinoda of Debre-Simori®S Debre-
Dima), f.20.” [Taddesse, 1966, p. 108.]

&8 Getatchew, 2006a, f. 50a.
% Ibid., f. 65a.
7% Getatchew, 2006b, pp. 40-41.
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treat them with hospitality when they were travglmor to purchase any goods made by
then™.

Hstifanos before King Zara Ya'agob

The monks of the &e monasteries re-opened their accusation at atertthe accession
to power of the new king, Za& Yaoqob. They wrote to the king a letter full of lies
which was meant to abet the killing of the blessed. At the very beginning of the letter
it said, ‘Mashafa Brhan wa-Mahafa Salmét (lit. ‘A Letter of Light and a Letter of
Darkness’).” They send it to the king via the spEpersoff whom they had appointed
upon themselves. Then he brought it and gavetitdking. The king read that letter and
was amazed by its title and he asked him, “Whahis which says ‘A Letter of Light
and a Letter of Darkness’?” And he explained to ki thought in their mind saying,
“That they say ‘A Letter of Darkness’ is abdigtifanos who has become a prelate over
our country though no one has ordained him. Andttiey say ‘A Letter of Light’ is you
who have become king for us, to accomplish the si@éaur will.” However, the king

said to him, “I have heard that his teaching aretideare upright and orthodo¥.”

Then the king sent a flattering letter to the sttiat he had heard a report about him that
he was zealous for God and that he should comeinowithout delay for affairs
concerning his faith. The blessed one did not wargo but due to the pressure of the
messengers and the governors he agreed with gtaatance. He began his journey on 2
Maskaram and arrived at the king’'s camp offisfomt. The king let him stand before
him while he was with people but he did not tallhtm’®. In many of his appearances at
court the king did not show any interest in himsoerally or in the religious cases for
which he was summoned. Instead, he made him statwlg every day and help in the
hearing of different cases in which secular andlesgastic official participated.
However,dstifanos made no comment on the cases nor pass dgm@nts in the king’s

presence. The king observed this and aslsifanos why he abstained from giving his

! Getatchew, 2006a, f.67a and b.

72 This man was AbunaBartdlomewos, who later joined the movement. [MS.163\/.]
7% Getachew, 2006b, pp. 42-43.

’* Getatchew2006a, f. 68b-f. 69b.
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own legal remarks. He replied, “I did not pass eeoé because it is forbidden for us,
monks, to participate in a judgment of the flestvoluld not have come here had you not
summoned me that it was about religious mattersafiadts of the spirit. However, it is

for the rulers of the flesh (world) to judge acdaglto the Pentateuch and the Book of

the Kings.”

Then after three weeks he summoned him again addhima stand before him. He
brought in all the priests, monks and all those \ahoused him. The accusations they
presented against him were: he denounces the lawrahonasteries; initiates dispute by
preaching what our fathers do not teach; takes awaty (spiritual) children and
condemns the prayer of Mary called Baftasnd such things; he says, “Only thdy"
soul magnifies God(J-0N1¢: 140P: AADANHC)® is Mary's prayer.” And he
observes the Saturday Sabbath while breaking Ssnésifanos, on his part, responded
that they stood against him because he showedttieinfailure and because he failed to
collaborate with them. Regarding Sabbaths he Sadh not transgress the Sabbaths, as
the Seventh day is a memorial of the rest of God] &unday for it is his holy
resurrection. What they say ‘He took a trip [on &ay]’ is because these monks forced
me out of my abode saying, ‘We adjure you by the@&af the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit to leave our monaster{/. Therefore, | was driven out for the sake of Christ
not to indulge my flesh—for the Gospel ordered axgregy, ‘When they persecute you in
the city, flee ye to anothef® And when the king asked him who taught him ak hi
ideas, he replied, forseeing an objection on the gfahis immediate monastic fathers,
“All who abide by the teaching of the Prophets &mel Apostles are my teachers.The
king asked the monks to pass sentence; and thessaidk, “He deserves death as he is a
violator of the Sabbath, and he does not obey g, land he doesn’t prostrate himself
in his honour.” The king commanded that he shoddMhipped instead. They tied his

7> Basset, (1895)Les Apocryphes Ethiopiens, V. Les Priéres de lag¥ia Bartos et au Golgoth®aris.

’® Luke 1:47 This prayer isalotddgzo’otond Masyam’ which is found in théalot Za-zawair or Waoddase
Marayam

77 Getatchew, 2006b, pp. 46-48.
8 Matt 10:23
” Getatchew, 20064, f. 71a; f. 73a-74a.
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arms and legs and whipped him 46 times. He sentlick to Sre after keeping him in

custody in court for some time.
Zar’a Ya'agob summons all the monks of 3gray

Then Zara Yaogob made a proclamation that all monks in the prowiof Tegray
should assemble at Aksum to debate on the quesfidtount Ziorf®, not looking for
any advantage from the teaching of the law butr¢pie about a matter they themselves
had createddstifanos refused to attend the meeting, and the érdgred to the governor
of Sore to send him forcibly. Those monks surroundedafrtbe saint's monasteries and
plundered it, taking all the work of their handsaving nothing, not even what they had
prepared for the bread of Eucharist. They pulledtloéir clothes, flogged them and
bound them.

dstifanos set out on 30Hodar and arrived at the king’s camp ori"Irr for the second
time. This timeAbba Bartdlomewos was with him. The king askéslifanos, “I have
heard that you say there is no Mount Zion and yaogkarami (pagans or heathens) to
your church; | have also heard that you offer theHarist on wood. Is this true or
false?” The saint said to the messengers, “Tell tmat | do not say there is no Mount
Zion; those who have made their heart pure and baxged the yoke of the Gospel of
Christ will find it. And regarding bringing tharami into the church, we don’t let them
take part in our sacrifice, let alone th@é&mi who say they are Christian only in their
mouth. As to their saying, that | offer the Euckon wood, ‘Yes, | have advised my
brethren to do so, for | have not found in scriptuanywhere that says one should not do

it on wood, for it was on wood that Christ was dfied.”

80 “We learn from the writings of Z& Yaoqob, that the Church taught at that time, as itagmily does even
now, that there will be an era when Christ anddaimts will reign for a thousand years before #ragoral
world comes to an end. The literature call thismdagdabréSoyon “Mount Zion”, Moseha DabraSsyon “the
Banquet on/of Mount Zion ” and ddaha Assartu Mo’ot ‘Amat “the Thousand-Year Banquet” We read in one
of the miracles of Mary that a church on Mount Zwill be transported into an ark or a ship andl affj taking

the saints to eternal life. Since nothing specegbgened at the expected time, which was supposédve
happened when the 7000 year after creation werglevad, as happened 8ag'men 5, 1500 E.C. (August 28,
1508 AD), no fixed time for it is now taught; butet teaching is still honoured as preserved in thaer¢h’'s
literature, including the anaphoras and antiphdhg D&giqédstifanos and other scholars of the time rejected
this teaching, maintaining that Dat§ayon began with the beginning of salvation, or NessfBment, for those
who follow the teaching of the Gospel, and the lihds the body of Christ.” Getatchew, 2006.
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Then the saint said to his disciples, “Stand upugego to our monastery, since it is not
our work to guard the gate of kings.” Then theradent told the General of the Army
and he in turn told the king that they were setig on a journey. The king ordered
them [his messengers] to bring back and made thamad $efore the king. The saint said
to the king, “Was it right to act like this? Whyddyou summon us from our residence by
force? And when we came here, you did not givewrsdaily meal, nor did you allow us
to live by the work of our hands. Why do you abanénd’s justice, giving preference
to your own enjoyment? Does not the scripture sBigessed are they that keep
judgment’? You, likewise, if you judge according@God’s judgment, you will get favour
before God. But if you ignore God'’s justice likasthgiving preference to the vain glory
with which the gift lovers of this world praise yoilo one is like you! Behold, there is
God who does not forget the cry of the poor and yidges in favour of the exploited.”
The king said to the saint, “Who are you to talk with such impudence?” Are you a
metropolitan or a bishop?” He became furious angcdahim, “Why do you not lower
your head in prostration [to me]?” The saint reglie him, “There is nothing in the
Scripture commanding that we should prostrate dteseas you said; rather, it orders us
to prostrate ourselves before God. Anyway, do ook ffor prostration from us. Rather,

prayer and blessing should be sufficient for ydu.”

The king said to him, “Why do you always address ase€thou’?” The saint replied,
“Why should | not address you (thus)? Are you netrgle person? Thus it is written in
the Old and New Testament. For a single person #delyess as single not as m&ny
Not only man, even God, we invoke thus, sayingoU fiorsake me not, O Lord. O my
God, be thou not far from me. See thou into my 'h&%pLaymen, nobles, priests and
monks addressed the king by using the respectfalYthe Dagig&stifanos, however,

# Getatchew?2006h p. 55-56.
®2 1bid., p. 56.

8 Cf. Ps. 37/38:21-23 | directly quote from Getatghkedo not know which version of the Bible he cembt
KJV says, “Forsake me not, O Lord: O my God, befanfrom me. Make haste to help me, O Lord my
salvation.”
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refused to follow this practice and used the faamiliyou” in addressing him. While

others prostrated themselves to the king, the Béggafanos failed to do 8.

As he was speaking such things the king becameusirand gave an order to beat
Hstifanos. They beat the saint raising his chin upl ishbod covered him entirety. The
soldiers of the king also surrounded him like bee$ioney and beat him from his head
to his feet. They took turns among themselves timtilbeauty of his appearance changed
and became like a burnt log. Then when the kinglivadthed out his rage, he ordered
them to remove him from presence to his prison @ouchen the king said to
Bartalomewos, “And you Bartdlomewos, knowing therglof our house, how can you
cooperate in belittling (me) like this?” Bartédlomesweplied, “Yes, | also need to imitate

this saint in everything.” The king commanded tterhit hint>,

After a year had passed from the time when the kiad brought them from their
monasteries, he offered him farewell by a messagéng, “May God bless your
monasticism, your labour and your monasteries. nlte saint set out a journey to his

monastery, 3gray, on 28 Thsas and arrived on 3 Yakkatit.

Then after a little while those accusers becamedarand made upset the king saying,
“If you let these people [followers dafstifanos] keep on like this, all will follow in their
footsteps. And there is no one who will prostratedelf before your kingship.” As a
result, the king ordered them to exilistifanos andabuné Bartalomewos to D&bra
Ma‘a$o and to whip them each 40 tiniés

Finally they brough#stifanos with his four brethren for the third timettee king’'s court
on 26 Yakkatit. The most crucial affairs discusaethis final appearance @gtifanos at
court seemed: first, about the reverence of St.yMastifanos was accused of being
against the use of the “Prayer of Mary” knownbastos. Hence, he was considered the
enemy of Mary or §ara Masyam” and this term has continued to be used thrahgh

coming generations. A second serious charge aghimstwas his refusal to prostrate

# Maimire, 2010, p. 9.
& Getatchew, 20063, f. 89b-f. 90b.
% Getatchew, 2006b, p. 60.
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before the crod4 The partial indication of these was charges kidatation before the
king: “I worship the Father, the Son and the Hopiri and | prostrate before This. |
shall not add (anything more to this)... for the l@fehe rulers of this world® Having
beaten and humiliatefdistifanos and some of his followers who accompaniea; tihey
were confined in separate places- some of them uaken to Ifat where they
accomplished their martyrdom afidtifanos himself was sent to"@r®®; they chained
his arms and legs with irons and shut him up iailan a city called Wazima where he
died after seven months onhkas 18, 1444.

2.1.3 Some Facts on the Historical Record of the &thanites

Zara Yaogob undertook religious reforms in his time. He lagalan to place churches and
monasteries under his ultimate authority. He sutegen putting the major monasteries of
the country in his religious programme by using ewncombination of economic
advancement and legal foréeHowever, the Stephanites kept on refusing the @filthe
king even after the council of Dabréihaq in 1450. This is the reason why the Stephanites
were seen as a threat by the “orthodoxy” and by aZ&fasqob. Thus, he issued a
proclamation to all nations in his dominion to genste them. Furthermore, he defamed
them in all his writing such adéaskafa Brrhan and Mazafa Milad and other works such as

Ta’ammra MarayamandMalvletd Sage

The historical record is baffled by the unrelenteffprts of the opponents of the Stephanites
to dishonor them by attacking views, presentingrhie a prejudiced way and creating
defamatory stories about their lead&rs.

Néssor-ke O! Ip'asi  krostiyanawi wa-hallawu séha ba-bhernd olla
yasammayu Dagigastifa, la-tbmhortd diyablos sutafa, wa-lagkra okay
aknafa, ywrowomu Krmnstos wstéa siol asdafa, la-alama‘alam amen wa-amen
ba-ontd sogahu wa-damu la-kstos la-pkun la-ywkun. Wa-yblu kamaza Ab

¥ Alvarez, 1961, p. 170. (ALVAREZThe Prester John of the Indje=d. By Beckingham and Huntingford.)
8 Taddesse, 1966, p. 111.

* G"atr is a land of pagans which was found in ancienw&ra. Gadla Abunafsifanos za-Gunda Gundo
(1996 A.M., p. 17)

* Taddesse, 1972, p. 236
*! “Stephanites”’EAE IV (2010), p. 746b (Steven Kaplan)
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hallo mosla galu wa-méanfasu wa-Wald-hi halloostda galu wa-manfasu wa-
Manfas Qddus-hi hallo mvsla galu wa-méanfasua®a O! krostiyanawi zanta-
ssa za-ybl rassayu amlaka glastu) wa-mangta 3 wa-mk"annana-hi 3 wa-
‘astamasalvwomu ba-Adam wéa-Set wa-Henalsd bomu lalla-aadu gala wa-
manfas&?

Watch O Christian! There exist in our land peopleovare called children of
Hstifa, followers of the devil's lesson; and wingsefil conspiracy. Let Jesus
cast them away to the steep Hell forever and everen and Amen. Let it be
for the flesh and blood of Jesus forever and eleey said like this, “God the
Father is with His word and His spirit. And the Serwith His word and His
spirit. And the Holy Ghost is with His word and Hgirit”. O Christian! Listen!
When they say this, they make three Gods and tkiegdoms and three
authoritties; and they consider them like AdamhSatd Henos who had one
word and spirit for each.

N70: ANAN: oAL: AMM4G: CF9°: 00nd: GWL: rom9°::
HEAA: A LADL: ATICPI°: -INAh: FPA: ofovFiN:: @7hi10:
70N BAMANNC: hN: ®bFPA: Hao-hl: OAS: @bov}é.0:
Ho-Al:: Al-Pamn: Ho-kwl:: X944 2740

Soma’ O! bo’asi waldadstifa ragum ba-bara kahdsotum. Za-bbl "i-yssaggd la-
Marsyam bblu-"a 3 alastu) gal wa-3 sélastu) manfas. Washnassa sbl

1(ahadu) ogzi’ather Ab wa-1(dadu) gal za-wstu waldu wa-1(hadu) manfas
z&-Wo’otu paraglios 2-wo’otu somratasollase

Listen O! Man, son ofistifa the cursed in the lake of Kahd who says, “l 'ton
prostrate myself to Mary.” You say, “Three wordgdahree spirits.” However,
we say, “One, God the Father, and one Word tHaisiSon, and one Spirit that is

the Paraclete which is the unity of Trinity.”

NO-97 >PR7T AA Th9°Ch, toha: A9°2CP Anm4 HEe12hy
0977 1L:4-: A70A0, £7920 AZD ovpblT A0A: 1820 AL T
9A9° AT AL Yoo A90TE 0.0 AhVA-::

> Wendt, 1962, p. 13.
% Ibid., p. 38.
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Bosu‘anhat’anolla t& ammorki tawakalu,om-sadq dstifa za-ywtmekkah b&ama
gadlu, onbaleki dngol 18-soge malakkot abaluhodgessa atlonota ‘alam kullu,
achono nabsomum-k“onédne nabiyati-kohlu.>*

Blessed are the sinners who rely on your [St. Mdrpiracles; not asistifa who
depends on the strength of his chronicles; Virliarfy], no one except you has a part
of the flower’s divinity; They couldn’'t save theawn souls from the judgment of the

prophets, let alone save the whole world.

HA CAA Aé.Plh OA.LELPC Th9lih NCOATLGTP:: ANCOHET okl
ALUSP:: owCO AOM4G HAP:: A70 &0 (17779101 ANI7 0AL
N79P:: AdPC A%200, oot LU4S OAP::

Zassa ybl afaqeraka wasi-yafaqopr t&ammoraki krostbyanawe,’i-krastun ws’otu
ayhudawi, w&arsa dstifa hasawi, ansédbe ba-maletd Salomon waldassgawi,

afaqopro 1a-fag oki wallata ywhuda wa-lewr®

That he says “I love you” but [he] doesn’t love ydThristian miracle; a Jew is no
Christian. And the liafstifa came. | said by hymn of Solomon son eh&awi, I
love your pleasure [Mary], daughter of Juda andi.Lev

Regarding the Monasteries the Stephanites Built

Abba Samuel of Qwayya&a, the abbot who first gavistifanos a holy habitaskemg, was a
native of Abi Wanbarta in AsoParaqlios or Fiso Mikael, and all the Stephanite leaders and
many of their followers except Abalizun are natives diindarta, klta Awla‘elo and
‘Agaméa. When the Stephanites were persecuted arehdrom the monasteries they built in
Sore awraga, many of them deported to Das Wanbéarta, Bddoba and Dargagan.

Consequently, they built new monasteries belietireg they won’t have any sufferings or

* Matvleta Sage
* Malvleté Sage
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death unless it was beyond their capacity as theng wheir relatives. The local society was
generous and innocent even if many of them werie thiatives. Let alone their kinship they
welcome a stranger murderer if he asks proteclitiese monastic monks did not seek the
poor farmer’s production like other monks. They @@mnedrasta-Gwlt. They lived by the
work of their hands, planting fruits for their fa@nd cotton for their cloths. They used to
copy manuscripts and draw miniatures. And they guagnd made supplications. As they

were peaceful monks, they lived in harmony withldeal people’®

The nearby society lived in peace receiving theygrand benediction of the saints. They
treated well and respect the saints. Thus, thasshinlt the following monasteries at Das
Wanbarta, Bddbba and Dargégadn and Sbuha Sassi‘waradas (lit.distircts) before they
were lost by burning in the reign ofaBba Sar (Zara Yaasqob) and Admas Bar (Bdoda

Marayam)?®’

R. Name of the Monastery Place where it Current
No. found situation

1 Dibo Mapyam Wanbarta still exists
2 Asira Matira Masyam Wanbarta still exists
3 Tafoyto Mikdel Wanbarta still exists
4 Sarat Masyam Wanbarta still exists
5 Sadh Mika’el Wanbarta -

6 ‘Awda Sayon Desa still exists
7 ‘Era Desa still exists
8 ‘Addi Kawna Kidana Mhrat Dargdagan still exists
9 Lakma Kidana-Nhrat Doddoba still exists
10 Who’ayto Desa Not known
11 Wasma Gabrel Desa Lost

12 Dabra Qal Dea lost

13 CGobsawit Maryam Desa Lost

14 Mika'el Margeta Des Lost

% Gorma, 2000A.M., p. 127

*” Gorma, 2000A.M., p. 127-128 and Mulugeta, 2003A.M.185
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15 Giyorgis Béarkeyto Desa Lost
16 lydsus za-Ma@ Desa Lost
17 Waynaytu Maryam Desa Lost
18 Dabra-Sina Malam Desa Lost
19 Mika el Gora’ amni Desa Lost
20 DadalSo Kidana bhrat Desa Lost
21 Hgzi aloher-Ab Desa Lost
22 GoraHaydo De&s Lost
23 Asmito De&s Lost
24 ‘Addilala Gabs el Desa Lost
25 Giya Desa Lost
26 Eldul Desa Lost
27 Mahbar Dabana Des Lost
28 Badal Gaydo Dea Lost
29 Dokani Kidana Mhrat Desa Lost
30 TofaS Desa Lost
31 Darasi Dea Lost
32 Ararhan Desa Lost
33 Mazbao Desa Lost

2.1.4 The Abbots or Superiors of the Monastery of Ghda Gundo

During my stay at the monastery of Gunda Gundadéda collection in April 2015, | asked
Abba Lamlam Wald&Sallase if | could get a complete list of tiadaws (fathers) of Gunda
Gundo. He gave me a list of 18 names of Stephéatiters, which is exactly the same as that
of Mordini which was given to him bgpnambr Walda Ydanrs WaldaSallase. However,
Abba Lamlam emphasized that these 18 superior&nglaran) are only those Stephanite
fathers who have géadl andtabot in their name in the monastery of Déabrd Kaswa Gund
Gundo. Here is the list: 1) Abungstifanos, 2) Abund Ab&ké&azun, 3) Abuna Gabra Mad,

4) Abuna Habt&allase |, 5) Abuna T&kla Nabiyat, 6) Abunéa Isgyas, 7) Abund Géabra
Krastos, 8) Abuna ¥shaq I, 9) Abuna lyosab, 10) Abuna Gabra Madi 11) Abuna
Samuel, 12) Abund Méazgalsbllase, 13) Abund [JablE Sollase II, 14) Abuni ‘Hzra, 15)
Abuna Tawalda Md&dn, 16) Abund Yshaqg Il, 17) Abun& Yshaq Ill, 18) Abuna

Bartalomewos.
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| have found Mordini’s article crucial to suppleni@my research especially on the lists of the
abbots of Gunda Gundo. Hence, | have translatad presented Mordini’8 convento di
Gunde GundigRSE12:29-70, 1953) only pages 56-60. The translaffoom Italian into

English) follows:

“[Title:] List of the superiors of the monasteryfaewhat different from the previous list as
regards the ordering]

In the month of December 1940, during my first séithe monastery of Gunde Gundie, |
was provided with a list of the previous superiofsthe monastery by the prior of the
Monastery,mamhr Walda Ydanros WaldaSollase. This was a list of 18 names: 1)
dstifanos, 2) Abakrazun, 3) Gabra Mdsi 4) HabtaSollase, 5) ‘dzra, 6) Takld Nabiyal, 7)
Isayyyas, 8) Ysshaq, 9) Gabra Ksstos, 10) Yosab, 11) Gabra Masi2) Tawalda Mékbn,
13) Yashaq, 14) Samiel, 15) Yashaq, 16) Mazgab&ollase, 17) Bartalomewos, 18) Habta

Sollase.

Subsequently, | found a rather old list in folid302202' of codex n. 103Gadla Estifanos e
Gadla Abakerazunof the monastery library. This list, which follewbelow, includes (by
contrast to the other list) 23 namieef superiors hiambran), up until a Gabra Massiwho
probably lived in the first half of the T'&entury. The writing appears to have been done ove

various periods.
[Omitted 1/2 page of &az: p. 57]

Hrl:: R chd.: ALAov: Aovipdl:: (ov7d0: ohbh: (0~2:: Alky:
AT A& AAN: o PCPN: AN v PCEN: 0AL: AAN: A0L0:
OAN: A0 oA&: AARY [sic]: H920kMN: No-alk: AQ: ALIP: Oh:
Hthnd: oa&: A“7ren: o1 e0: od&: AFMLS: of0%: oAL%:
AaoOPin: WM7: @evQPA: OWM7: 00&: ALY AMA: @ DYy:
AMA: o0& AooQPi: ooPh.: aoQPi: ovPh: OA&: ACADL: ©OFhNL:
OAL: AALAN: Ph: oALAN: Th: oA&: AAkT: FAAY LTI (1PTL0:

% professor Orin Genslor, my supervisor, has hefpedn translating the Italian (pp. 56-60) of thiticke.

**However, the G'oz lis| given below also includes a 24" superior, namelyAmdi [ ollase. According (¢ Abba
Lamlam, the 18 fathersn@mtaran) listed above are only those Stephanite fatheis ave agadl andtabotin
their name (not all of whom were superiors of thenastery), whereas the 23 names of superinésr{aran)
given below are explicitly a list of the superiafsG"andagd’sndo.
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oNPST: 092%: o”AONTT0: OBN%: 1/78: A9°A0: PA%L: HS9°: Ho-Acl::
AO: AlU-: ov7é.0: oAlT: FRATL 1T T: o0& ALO: ool 575 RNA:
HOZOA: oo D57': AMA: OA&: Adov-hA: HRPD: @Aov-hi: 0OA:
AAKT: AOM4-T0: NIAP: ok”lr: AAM4T0: oA&: AA”OT: ANDLHT:
OANLIT: 0AL: AR PL: av(ch: @1 0L: ovOch: ©OL: ALY 1T
A0 oalkr: T A0 oa&: AROY: -Fha: 0.1 ohl7: ThA:
1.81T: oA&: AAlFY: AALLOH: ohllr: AANLLH: oAL: AANT: PNL:
ncotn: ohlty: 0L DCAtN: oaL: ALY LOhP: oAl GAhD:
O0N&: AAF: A oall7: AL 0a&: AANT: 14 ooQch: OAT:
104 ovQch: ©O0A&: AAll7: AQoo-hA: OANT: Qov-hN: 00 AAllFT:
ao i’ l1: 240 oAllr: oo Wll: 240 oA&: AAFr: 01 AAQ: okl
70 AA0: oAL: AA”(T: Nad: TICPI°: ohllr: Had: TICLI°: oAL:
AAll7: 99°L: 0NAG: oAl?: 29°L: NAOL: oA&: AANT: VAR: hCO+N:
OA(7: VAR: ACOTO: @oAL&: AANT: Ah70:: AlT7: A0 O0A&: Ah(-T:
WlL: PA:: Ohllr: @lL: PAN: OAL&: AR(T: 178 1719 F: All: P 78:
7719 F: wA&: AAlFT: HPCP: AOA: oOhlli: hHPCP: AOA: OAL:
AAFT: oAL: 2740 oAll7: OAL: 240 oA%: AAT: ooll(l: A0
Alr: oo ll: A0 0A&: AAlFT: Abd: PA: AlT: Ahd: PA: odk:
AAFT: 10L: ovQch: N F(1CH: Mo I(1C: oAllT: 1d: oo h, (SiC): OAX:
AA(F7: 14z [Following is my English translation of theoGZ]

This is the book of descent of monks in spirit motflesh. Abun& dntonyos begatbba
Magapyos, andabba Magapyos begatbbaPakumis, andabbaPakumis begaabunazZa-
Mika’ el who isabbaAréagawi, ancabunazZa-Mika'el begat Matyas, and Matyas begat Yosef,
and Yosef begat M&sgél Bezana, and Masqal Bezamiat bladaninadgzi’, and
Madhaninadgzi’ begat Masgal Mawa [and] Masgal Mawa begat Ydanni, and Yaanni
begat lydsus M@, and lyasus Ma begatabunaTakla Haymanot bygamis(vestment) and
by belt and cloak but he had liskemamonastic dress) and goel(cap) fromabbaYohanni
of Dammo who is his spiritual father, aathuna Takla Haymanot begatbba Madhanina-
dgzi’ of Bankol, and Malaninadgzi’ begat Samel of Q"ayysa, and Samiel begatbuna
Hstifanos of Kaswa, andbunadstifanos begatabunédAbakréazun, and Abakazun begat
abunaGabra Madi [I], and Gabra Mai[I] begatabunaHéabtaSallase [I], andabunaHabta
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Sollase [I] begatabunaTakla Nabiyat, an@bunaTakla Nabiyat begadbunalsayyyas, and
abunélsaywyyas begadbunaGabra Ksstos, anchbunaGabra Ksstos begaabunaYsshaq,

andabunaYashaq begatibunélyosab, andibunalyosab begaabundGéabra Madi [I1], and

abuna Gabra Madi [ll] begat abun&d Samuel, andabuna Samuel begatabuna Mazgaba
Sellase [I] andabunaMéazgab&Sallase [I] begatabundHabta Sllase [II], andabunaHabta
Sollase [ll] begatabunéd Zokrd Mawyam, andabuna Zokra Mamyam begatabuna ‘Amda
Sollase, andabuna’Amda Sllase begatbundHollawe Krastos. AndabunéHollawe Krastos
begatabundYohanrs. AbunaYohanms begatabunawarada Qal. AncdbundWarada Qal
begatabund Gunda Haymanot, [andlbunaGunda Haymanot begabundHawarya b ‘ul,

abunaHawarya lo‘ul begatabuna Walda Sollase, andabuna Walda Sallase begatbuna
MazgabaSsllase, andabundMazgéaba Sllase begatibunéa Akald Qal, [and]abuné Akala
Qal beganbunaGabra Madi [111] of Manbartabamanbar(lit. seat), ancgabundGabra Madi

[11l] begat Gabra.

[Omitted nearly 1/2 page of Italian translatiorttloé Go*az: pp. 58-59]
[Resume translation (Italian to English) on paget6p]

The importance of this list, whose first part wastten probably in the first half of the 18
century, is evident at first sight, especially hesmit gives the years of office [in the section
that | omitted] of then&dmhran listed therein. It is surprising that it does netord Abuné
‘Hzra, whosegadl we have. Like'dzra, other names are also not mentioned comparéeto
first, oral list provided to us by the prior of GlanGundie: the names of Tawalda Méwl
Yoashaq Il, Yashaq Il and Bartdlomewos. On the other hand, newesaappear, such as
Zokra Mamyam, hbllawe Krastos, Ydanres, Warada Qal, Gundad Haymandiawarya
Lo‘ul, Wilda Sollase, Akald Qal, Gibra Misih Ill, MazgabaSsllase |I.

Given that we have a chronological reference painthe presumed date of death of
Abakordzun (1471), it is possible — grosso modo — toomstruct the succession of the
superiors of Gunde Gundié, as follows: [l havdeatithe number of years in brackets]

1. dstifanos T 1438 [17 yrs.] 13. Habtallgse Il 1 1709 [5-1/2 yrs.]
2. Abéakrazun T 1471 [33 yrs.] 140oKra Mawyam 1 1709 [1/2 yr.]
3. Gabra Masi | t 1514 [43 yrs.] 15. bllawe Krostos 1 1710 [1/2 yr.]
4. HabtsSollase | 1T 1531 [17 yrs.] 16. Yhanros t 1726 [16 yrs.]
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5. Takla Nabiyat t 1554 [23 yrs.] 17. Warada Qal 1764 [38 yrs.]

6. Isapyyas T 1572 [18 yrs.] 18. Gunda Haymanot 1 126W/2 yrs.]
7. Gabra Ksstos Tt 1576 [3-1/2 yrs.] 19lawarya lb'ul 1 1787 [20 yrs.]
8. Yashaq t 1594 [18 yrs.] 20. Waldallase 11787 [1/4 yr.]
9. lyosab T 1617 [23 yrs.] 21. Mazgatilase ITT 1795[8 yrs.]

10. Gabra Maa&ill 1 1644 [27 yrs.] 22. Akala Qal T 1801 [6 yrs.
11. Samtel T 1650 [5-1/2 yrs.] 23. Gabra Magil 1 1844 [43 yrs.]

12. Mazgab&allase 1 T 1703 [53 yrs.]

This list will certainly need to be corrected andught up to date on the basis of whatever
notes will doubtless be found in the subscriptiohghe codices to be found in the large
collection of the monastery. It is probable tHa tist will need to be completed with the
names ofdzra and of Tawalda M&dn, whosegadls are preserved respectively in codices n.
1 (for the first) and n. 32 (for the second). Twiber Yashaqgs, whosgéadls are preserved in
codices n. 114 and n. 115, will probably also nedoe added.” [End of translation]
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Genealogical Table of the Stephanite Leaders

Saehof Q'ayyaa
. dstifanos . Abakarazun Yoshaq
d. ca. 1444 d. 1476 d. before Oct. 1475
Iv. Habta-Sllase . Gabra Madi [I] ‘dzra
d. ca.1544. d. ca. 1520 d. ca. 1520
V. Takla-Nabiyat VI. Isayoyyas VII. Gabrakrastos
d.ca. 1574 d. ca 1589 d. ca. 1592

Source: Taddesse Tamrat’'s “Some Notes on the Rifiggentury Stephanite ‘Heresy’ in the
Ethiopian Church”Rassegna di Studi EtiopjdRome: vol. XXII (1968), pp. 103-
115.
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2.1.5 Contributions of the Gadl

Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part] presents vital and extensive hisab and theological
events the Stephanites had in their time. It prewithe true image of their history: what the
lives of the monks looked like, what ideologiesytliellowed in their time and what culture
they had. Thus, a historian can reconstruct whathiktory and culture of the Stephanites
look like by thoroughly reading thegadlat. It can also help linguists and philologists to
understand the development and changes in thengislystem and orthographic thas ‘6z

underwent over time.

The gadl is also crucial as it maintains various toponyrhdétotime- 18" century. “These
places are important to reconstruct the historicidrmation of the time. The Stephanite
movement started in \@yysa, around 20kms far from Sire (inedray), in Northern
Ethiopia, and spread to the south to Bale and seaskern Ethiopia to Adal, in Harar. There
are a number of place names that were cited ingtitd many of which are unknown
today."*®

Following is lists of toponyms which are mentiorthegadl.

1% Teweldeberhan, 2010, pp. 32-33.
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Table 1: List of toponyms

of

a

Folio Place Name Present Name Remark

No.'%*

f. 4r° Modra Méato

f. 4r° Diho Dibo? May be the ancient name of
Dibo (Eastern 3¥gray, Asabi)

f. 4r° Gizabi

f. 5r° Halantoy/Halayntoy

f. 6\ Somay

f. 6V° G"azam Gojjam

f. 6v° Baranta

f. 8V dbso

f. 8V Yagamaz

f. 8V Zay Zay (2way)

f. 9V Méa‘ad

f. 9V Alat

f. 9V Qalgal

f. 9V Sabal

f. 13° Wad

f. 13V Wagda Wagda a historical district west
D&bra Brhan in northern Saw
(EAe IV, 1074a)

f. 16/ BoheraSamo

f. 16 Santara

f.16” | Dalma

f. 177 Zabor

f. 18V | Modra Zega

f. 18" | Doba

f. 19¢° ‘Adal ‘Adal

101

same place name in different places in the MS.
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f. 197 Dawaro Dawaro
f. 19° Argoy

f.19° | ‘Agame ‘Agamé
f.19° | Hanat a place irAgama
f.19° | Gamad

f.20V" | Qoda

f. 25V Sohart Séaart/ Saarti
f. 27V | Hagara Dizay

f.27V" | Zango Z&ango
f. 30\ | DabraSogad

f. 39F° Yalas

f. 51°P Qogot

f. 51° Abérata

f. 51°F dAnda Gbtan

f. 517 Maya

f. 56" | Bohera Bali

f. 56\ | Gosaro

.57 | Kokage

f.57° | A‘alaméle

f. 59" | Magarda

f. 60V | Damot Damot
f.60V" | Modrasagam

f.111° | Bohera Dadék

f.112¢ | Darayta

f.112° | Dankale Dankal (Danakil)
f. 114F | Hazo

f. 122V | Dabra Maosso

f. 132V | Desa Desa

f. 135/ | Bollat

f. 136V | ‘Asdla

f. 138V | Gasa

f. 140V | Lakma Lakma
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2.2 Theological Background

The Stephanites based their reform movement onntimn that monks should lead a
rigorously ascetic life, as it was set by the exi@ngb their fathers’ monasticism. The church
intellectuals should bind the doctrine of Christigrto what is found in “the eighty-one”

canonical books of the Bible and the observand8ax’'s commandments. According to the
Stephanites’ understanding, worshipping God aloriee—ftather, the Son and the Holy
Spirit— was the core commandment. “They thoughtstigelat, ‘prostration to the ground’, a

form that should not be done in veneration evetlnéoHoly Cross or to the icon of Mary and

Child, and in respect of and admiration for thegkéimd his name'®?

Shiferaw®® noted the base of the Stephanite theological ithecas follows:

18 it “O1L: AL T PHOACT ATTA-hANT AL to-: LY PA
078 QA “9°an7 A.Lovdn T QAA A “A8 o721 AnC T
AR PALA: LbP AOMM4-TO PPAT CU90ANR TCHIC Nova-0L:
AR AOAL: Ao P&O ATAD507 A8 AGmC (7290 (U7)
AOD AP Pl o-mAST (A9°AN: Con(LJT7 200) RT01L9° PoLA
A29® onLo- (1A9° OART: 119 PIPAP hAwPE o Peg O
LCOVTPA =

Guddayu ygangtanaw “sdggadasgdat’ yatabalusonsdhassabo lay naw. Ysh gal

band bakkul “mamldn” siyamallakt balela bakkul 5 mansain, akhkrot

magl&an” yasayyal. Daqgigalstifanos yaqalun yamamlakrgum bamawsad [18-Ab,
la-wald, la-Manfas @ddus ansagdallanongi la-fotur (negusom bihon) laséaw dg

yasora wettetod (lamossale, yammabetéon $o'ol) amwsagem yammil agfam

wasdaw bassum oléissdnu, tanédgro yammayalq ssaqqaqgi $sgaynna mot
darsobbsawal.

The issue [their theological tenet] revolves arotivelconceptssédgada to prostrate,
and ssgdatprostration”. For one thing, this word indicatesofship” and it also
means “bowing and respect”. Since the Stephandrsideredogdéatto mean [only]
“worship” and they remained worshipping God thehéat the Son and the Holy
Spirit but not a human creature (even a king) herworks of human beings (such as
an icon of Mary), they suffered huge and severteiterand persecution.

The Stephanites strongly maintained the positian phnostrationggdaf) was proper only for

God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Intiast, Ase Z&'ra Yaaqob, who was well
versed and skilled in religious affairs and hachatgd at least two religious workéashafa

192 Getatchew, 2006b, p. IX.
1% Getatchew, 2011, p. 14.
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Borhan and Mashafa Mblad, demanded that believers prostrate themselveseiriolfowing
three scenario*
a) La-sbhatd mu pdallu sagid, “prostration is proper for the gloryf dis name”, whenever
the name of Jesus is mentioned.
b) La-kbra regsa wdallu sagid, “prostration is proper in honor of heeign’, whenever the
name of Mary is mentioned; and
c) Léa-kobra méngstu ypdallu sagid, “prostration is proper in honor of hisngdom”, whenever

the Ase’s name, Z&a Yaoqob called QJagarinos or even his title djus or Nagasi, is
mentioned.

According to the last point, one did not even hawvéde in the presence of theseAto be
obliged to fall to the ground in his honor or tb&his kingdom'®

The Stephanites were simple monks. They were ramldigians. Theigadlat do not show

that they were written by experienced scholarsepipossibly Gadlédzra. The Stephanites
had to respond to theological questions if theyewferced to do so by their opponent Zér
Ya'aqob'®®

Let us see the main theological issues posed tdStephanites by their opponent’Za
Ya‘agob and their doctrinal discrepancies based om thalogue from their gadlat or local
traditions.

2.2.1 “Heretical” View Regarding the Nature of God,the Holy Trinity

According toMéaskafa Milad and Méashafa Sollase™®’ emperor Z&a Yaosqob accused the
Stephanites of holding the ‘heretical’ view thaerd are in God three Words and three
Spirits, one Word and one Spirit for each persothenTrinity, which would amount to three
gods. The origin of the ‘heresy’ emanates from ¢kamples that they used to explain the
nature of the Trinity and unity of Gd&® dstifanos rejected Zaa Yaoqob’s explanation of
the nature of Trinity as one sun with the ‘diskpresenting the Father, the ‘light’ the Son,
and the ‘heat’ the Holy Spirtf? His argument is that the ‘light’ and ‘heat’ arengmonents of

104 Teweldeberhan, 2010, p. 20.

1% Getatchew, 1983, p. 96.
1% bid., 1983, p.107.

7 Wendt, 1962, pp. 38-40.
108

Getatchew, 1983, p. 107.
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the sun and nothing shows that they are separaiedddence, they do not represent three

person&'® dstifanos on his part rejected this, elaborating:

For God created the sun with the quality of hedigddt. Would you call it three? Is it
not one as we see it? ...I say the Father is theo$uighteousness, perfect in his
essence, (and) in every way complete. The Sonjddbe sun of righteousness, perfect
in his essence like the Father who has begotten Him Holy Spirit, too, is the sun of
righteousness, perfect in his essence like theeFditbm whom he has proceeded. For
this the faith of the Holy Church — Light from LigtGod from God, Lord from Lord.
There is no different being for one, which is nothe other; and there are no parts for
the one different from the fullness of the other.

Besides dstifanos taught that there is no hypostabigldwe) such that one person from the
Trinity has an essence that the other has not.eRadh three of them have one essence. He

explained this as follows:

The Father is the begetter, the Son is the begbttemthe Father, and the Holy Spirit
is the Spirit of the Father and the Son, who prdeddrom the Father: three hypostates
and persons. The three of them are equal in dyigitory, power, honour, ability,
authority, will and action*?

The teaching that says, “The Father is a sun, lma&obn is a sun, the Holy Spirit is also a sunsthe
of righteousness who has removed darkness by fleetien of its light is one” is similar with the
teaching ofAbbaHoryaqos in théMashafa Qoddase™

The writings of the Stephanites which | have bekle & consult so far, allow me to use
Getatchew’s expression, do not verify in plain vgorthe ‘heresy’ with which the king
charges themAbura dstifanostaught in MS | (ff. 13r&v) as follows:

Ab wa-wald wa-Manfas @ldus dadu amlak. Aadu amlak bhil ahadu amlko. Wa-
ahadu malakot. Kadma Abni Ab wo'stu. Wa-ama Abo-ni zi’ahu w’stu om-godma
‘alam wa-i-qgadamam-Wald basnta kawina Ab. Wa-Waldni Wald w’ otu. Wa-sma

1% Spencer, 2010, p. 5&adla Abunadsifanos za-Gunda Gundd 996 A.M., p. 17Cf. Getatchew irCE, p.
985b, explained that Zar'a Ya'qob compared theyuaitd Trinity of God with three suns whose lights a
united when they appear side by side, three swarsdps) with one light (divinity). The opponentstiai view,
the Zamika'elites, so called after Zamika'el, aticatate monastic leader, proposed instead, adviakhebar
did, one sun with a disk (God the Father), light@Ghe Son), and heat (God the Holy Spirit).

1% Gadla Abunafsifanos za-Gunda Gundd996 A.M., p. 17;
111
Getatchew, 2006b, p. 33.

2 1pid., p. 33.

' Gadla Abunadsifanos za-Gunda Gundd996 A.M., p. 18.
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Wald ziahu w’stu am-godma ‘alam wa-i-tddbra om-Ab basnta kawina Wald. Wa-
Manfas Qddus-hi Manfas @ddus w otu. Wa-sméa Manfas @ddus ziahu w’otu
Paraglios m&on‘i manfas Ab wa-Wald wéa-i-tadha om-Ab wa-Wald ba-kawina

Méanfas Qddus. druyan ba-malakot waskr wa-sltan. Wahayl wa-mangst. Za-ba-

ahadu smrétonza sélastu hollaweyat. Wa-salasu gasat™

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (are/i@ @od (Amlak). One God means
one God and one Godhead (malakot). The fathetherfaand the Father is his since
before the world, and he did not precede the Sgause of (his) being father). The
Son, too, is son, and the name Son is his sincgdé#ie world, and he did not come
after the Father because of (his) being Son. THg Sjairit, too, is holy spirit, and the
name of Holy Spirit is his, the Paraclete, the Cumtef, the spirit of the Father and
the Son, and he did not come after the Father bedSbn because of (his) being
(their) Holy Spirit. They are equal in Godhead,rgl¢kabr), authority (sltan) (sic)
power ¢ayl) and dominion rhangst) in one will @mrat) while they are three
hypostaseshbllaweya)) and three persongéssat).'*

In his book of the Trinity Nlashafa Sollase) the king reproached the Stephanites with
maintaining the view that the Father exists with Word and his spirit, the Son also exists
with his word and his spirit, and the Holy Spiris@ exists with his word and his spirit. For
the king this amounted to saying that the Stephanitad instituted three gods, three
kingdoms and three powers and they had assimitatssk three persons to: Adam, Seth, and
Henos, each one of whom had a word and a spiritAéam had his heart and his thought of
his own, Seth also had his heart and his thoughtsodwn, and Henos also had his heart and
his thought of his own. And the three of them dod know that they are ignorant what was in
their heart and in their thought that is of theeotheople. But The Acts of the Fathers and
Sons of Dabra Garzen give a definition of the Tyitinat is irreproachable from the doctrinal
point of view. And the teaching distifanos and Abakazun (omtertd Estifanos wa-
Abakrazun compares the Trinity only to a man who has wand areath. For man was
created in the image of the Trinity and not in itmage of the anthropomorphic God. This is
an interpretation and analogy which is once agairieptly Orthodox even for the Greek

fathers and also for the Arabic theologiatfs.

In addition to Piovanelli, Getatchew also notedt ttiee confession of faith contradicts in
some basic aspects the ‘heresy’ which the empemursad the Stephanites of. They do not
admit three (Words and three Holy) Spirits. Actyalhe Toamberta Estifanos wa-Abagkazun

" Teweldeberhan, 2010, p. 28. (From AAU, IES libranfine catalogue)
> Getatchew, 1983, pp. 107-108.
11° pjovanelli, 1994, pp. 208-209.
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makes it clear that they were using one object witee attributes to elaborate the unity of
God and his Trinity; and the three persons in theifjy were perceived for them as a man,
his word and his breath. However, the emperor gtyoopposed this theology, seeing it as a
denial of the existence of three persons in thaifiri Rather, he wanted to explain his
theology by comparing the three persons of theitfriwith the three men who visited

Abroham, each of whom had body, word and breath likeatiher two, or to the three suns

which Petros Bawass or Peter Fullo, saw in a vision, each with a,digbt and heat!’
2.2.2 Refusal of Prostration before the King

Whenever the Stephanites were asked to prostrdtaebéhe king, they often replied:
“nahna-ssd’i-nosaged la-baad zasnbald 1a-Ab wa-Wald wa-ManfasaQdus” (We [the
Stephanites] prostrate ourselves to none but thiadéfathe Son, and the Holy Spiribere
they also considered prostration as worship. Tiaiourite verse from the Bible, with which
they used to affirm their position in the GospeLake is: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and him only shalt thou sen/¢®On the contrary, Z&a Yaaqob urged his opponents
to prostrate themselves to him quoting them thatetlwere such practices in: Genesis 23:7,
33:3 and | Sam. 24:8, which report how Abraham fpadsd himself to the children of Heth,

Jacob to Esau and David to Saul respectively.

Zara Yaoqob askedistifanos why he didn’t lower his head in prostratiorhim as follows:

ORY°H: LOA: Tr7: APSNO: AT AJVFNE: Chnh: (107.L0::
0LMLA: PGN: AAN: TAHN: @0: hD: hoo: 7008 Hhoo: TA:
Nt Shov: CRNNY: AAMANAG: 7078 olhl: 1,20
AU RICET: Adel: @OCh: LOP-0N::

W& omz yobelo rgus 1&-gpddus [&-mnt i-tatohat ro’ssaka ba-sagid. Wéslpelo. gpddus
albo b’ozaz westd hogg kdméa nsgpd za-kama 4bl anta déoomu ywezzana la-
Hgzialoher rosgpd. Wa-bdotu sdgidsssa ’i-tohsas omnena salot wa-baskot
yobad's’aka!?

Then the king said to the saint, “Why do you naetéo down your head in prostration [to
me]?” The saint replied to him, “There is nothimgthe Scripture commanding that we
should prostrate ourselves as you said. Ratherdérs us to prostrate ourselves before

"7 Getatchew, 1983, p. 108.

18 | uke 4:8.

19 Getatchew, 2006a, f. 89a.
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God. Anyway, do not look for prostration from usatRer, prayer and blessing should be
sufficient for yod®.”

At other times Z&a Yasqob argued againsistifanos (through his messengers) that there
had been ancient people in the Bible who prostratedeople like them. As | mentioned
earlier, Abraham prostrated himself before thedckih of Heth, Jacob to Esau, and many
others. And he wonders wiistifanos was too proud to do it. Such biblical quistealso
mentioned in MS H (f. 35Y.

OAY°H: A”D: TR 10 PGN: ATH: LAA: T TrA: NWTHOONAThh:
o T tnn: HOA: ALPTNC: hoo: ANA: LAOA:: Ah'r: PRICT:
TNCP: ANA:: ANCTI°L: V1L AREP: AI°Ch:: 0fL0P7L: AhI®-::
®0%%: NARTL: ANDT: MNCPR: ORGEHA: A7 F: THRUC: ANLColh::

Wa-omzo l&akda mgus haba @ddus osnza ywbl monto-nu 2-to‘obitokd-a wa-
tomkohtok&-'a za-dbl ’i-yogdblyr kama sab bissokd-a. Akko-nu gaddamini
gabewwo ldzo’-a. Abmhameni sdagada la-dagiga Emeta. Wa-Ydsqoloni la-Esaw.
Wa-adi kalarhi bazuhan gabswwo-'a. Wazoffo-’a anta szehar l4-gabirotua’?

Then the king sent to the saint, saying, “Whatis teason for this pride of yours and
your boast, that you say, | do not do like peopteir peers? Have not the ancients, too,
done it? Abraham prostrated himself before thededil of Emor, and Jacob before Esau.
And many others also have done it. Why are yotptoad to do it?*??

Hstifanosin his turn responded that the witness of God'sdwis greater than the deeds of many
people (that they prostrate themselves to oth&rs). he defended his argument that we should not
prostrate ourselves to anyone except God as itsteded in Exo. 20:4-5. When the messengers saw
that the saint's word would win over the people'satt, they prohibited him from speaking.

Consequently, they flogged all the saints withigkaintil they shed their blood like water.

o L0Lacov- $5.0: AAN: AAD: OAP: 9° 71 NiA: Lhoo: PICH: N7A:
PNCL: ANDTh:: ANao:  RI°Q0(Eov-: A5 CON: A9°0: FPA.:
AAMANNC: A: HEML: A8 @9°LC: CIAG: 0 FPAPO: AL TIAG:: ANoo:
P89 : (\hdt: ANNY: 0FA: hoo: RTO0DL: AQOL: NATNA: AOhLt:::
o0 h%0: N00: ACKLT: AT 19°MN %A @AHHT: W70 710 AACA::

Wa-ysbelomu gddus laslla 18’aka babwwo nmonto-nu z-k"sllu dokama nagae’a ba-
bohila gabswwo hozuhans’a. dsméosmmegbaromu la-bzuhan ydabi sm‘a qgalu 1&-
Hgzialohero’a za-pbe samay wa-our yahabf wa-qabya-ss&’i-yahabf. dsma gadami

129 Getatchew, 2006b, p. 56.

21 Getatchew, 2006a, f. 102a.

122 Getatchew, 2006b, p. 65.
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ba-orit azzazanna ba-qalu kamidnasgpd la-baod zéenbala |a-batitu. Wa-bahadas

ka'ob& atayanna ksuti ba-mgbaru:a wa-azzazanna kamahetlo aséro-al®

The saint said to those whom he sent, “Tell hinisjtAiNVhat is all this? The argument
that says ‘Many have done it’ is weak. For gretttan the deeds of many is the witness
of God’s word, which says, ‘Heaven and earth wél® but my word will not pass.’ For
previously, he commanded us in the Torah by hisdgjothat we should not prostrate

ourselves before any other but before him only. Anthe New Testament he showed us

openly by his deeds and ordered us similarly tmfohis footsteps***

In MS H the Stephanites were ordered to prostiagenselves to the king. However, they adamantly
refused to do so. As a result, they underwent seymrsecutions and/or afflictions. Among these
afflictions included: a) they were flogged as in5¥, f. 72F, f. 110V, f. 137\, b) they were stoned as in:

f. 2V f. 3@ f. 125F, f. 127F, f. 129V c) they had their hands or legs, breasts, tongaes and noses
slashed or cut as in: f.%3f. 5\2 f. 5\, f. 11F f. 16\, f. 46\%, f. 50\?, f. 136V, f. 137V, f. 144V; d) they
were deprived of food and drink as in: f. 89k 105V; e) they were pierced with spears as in: 1, #r
16\, f. 192 f. 114F f. 136F; ) they were burned their corpses as in: £, 2v13PF, f. 50V, f. 53¢ f. 59V,

f. 60 g) they were beheaded as in: f. 34v 138V. The folios presented here are only instancesanot

complete list.

2.2.3 Denial of Prostration before the Icon of SMary

The Stephanite movement was accused of the mamusatharge of being against the cult of St.
Mary (Sara Maryam), as well as the intercession of angels, saimd, martyrs. They were
further accused of not venerating the crésfegarding the Stephanites’ stand on the reverence
of St. Mary, Getachelf® states that the sect’s position is not clear ftbeir literature. In the
early period of their movement when the Stephanitese ordered to prostrate themselves to
Mary, they consistently answered sayihgi-Maryamsssa soba ssdggd la-wélda ba-hyya
norakkoba, “As for Mary, we find her there while we prostaiurselves to her Soi?*

123 Getatchew, 2006a, f. 102a-f. 102b.

124 Getatchew, 2006b, pp. 65-66.

125

Hailu, “Backgroudn Notes..”, p.4
126 Getatchew1983, pp. 98 and 100,
127 MS1 f.61r
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dstifanos is accused of being against the use ofBnayer of Mary” known abartos?®, He says,
“Only the ‘My soul magnifies God(J0-01¢: 190¢: AAIHANAC) is Mary's prayer.”

Hence, he was considergita Marsyam

The stephanites never refused in plain words tstpate themselves to St. Mary as they did
when it came to the question of the King. Althotlgéy recited th&\bddase MaryamPraise

of St. Mary, they themselves might not have beer Bow to treat the icon of the Blessed
Virgin and the Holy Cross. Nevertheless, at onéamse the Stephanites almost accepted the
king’'s command, &pdu la-Maryam, yet they did not prostrate, in thédbehat this could

never bring an end to their extermination by thegkand the clergy of the established
church*®Mss | (f. 62r) explains:
Ba-sagid la-Maryam-hi i-yghadcbhganna wa-biottu [sic] yéhasss npoknoyatd ba-za
yagatblannd. Mnta rgbar. Sagida-ssa la-Mgam Waladita [sic] Amlakemma
sagadna i-yydazaznanna.

He will not leave us alone for prostrating ourselte Mary, but he will rather look for
[another] pretext to execute us. What shall we Ifle® do prostrate ourselves to Mary,
the God-bearer, he will not trouble us.

However, the Stephanites were frank about thistgpreéssgdu la-Maryam) only when discussing it with
the prelate. Abba Gadel asked them sayinwa-la-ment i-tosaggdu l&-Manyam “Why do you not

prostrate yourselves to Mary?” And they replied:

Akko za-rékabna qimé-2 onza wtbahal,osdggd la-Mawpyam, zésnbala za-ytbahal,
asaged 14-Ab wa-Wald wa-Méanfas §ldus™°

We have not found it said [in the literature] befdhis [time]:“l prostrate myself to
Mary”, but [we have only found] it said: “I prosteamyself to the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit.*%

Here these monks may have been specifically refgro theWaddase Matyam “Praise of
Mary”, and theS&’atat za-Gbs or the Coptic Horologium, which contains hymns tfee Blessed

128 Getatchew, 200643, f. 73a.

129 Getatchew, 1983, p. 100.

BOMS | (f. 63v)

B! Getatchew, 1983, p. 101.
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Virgin and petitions for her intercession. Two bése hymns constantly preserve the \&&dpada
or sagidfor God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spifit.

Hailu

133

on his part agrees that the position of the §esteration of the Stephanites on prostrating

themselves to St. Mary, on venerating the Holy €rasd on the intercession of the angels, saints

and martyrs is not clear. The second generatiothefStephanites, however, disproved the

charges by prostrating themselves before the i€&@t.dMary and by venerating the Holy Cross in

public. ‘dzra was the one who exemplified this before theesmpNdod, saying:

Haymanodya-ssd Ab wa-Wald wa-Manfas o@dus. Wa-bantd sagid-hi 1a-
Marayam wa-la-masqgal wead osdggd and-hi wa-mamdraroyd. Wa-bdsnta masqgabhi
azzazu abawiné ligasnt onza wblu, l&-masqaka msaggd [0 ligond). Wa-bnsa’eka
goddost ndanpn  K'llond. ...Wa-gbebwwo laokan 9god-oke’'a wa-arsyana
haymanatka-a ba-gdoma K'allu gubde. Wa-sobaa’oya abunddzra kenyawiss sla
0gzo’atond Mapyam wa-masqal. Sobeha sdgada ba-gstifanpsla dagiqu ba-edma
k"sllu ta‘aysn.

... “My faith is in the Father, the Son and the H8lpirit. As to prostration before the
image of St. Mary and the one Cross, both | andeaghers do prostrate ourselves”. As
for the Cross, our fathers, the doctors of the Ginucommanded saying “We prostrate
ourselves. O Lord! Before your Cross, and we diele in your Holy Resurrection”. ...
The emissaries then said to Ezra, “Prostrate ytumse demonstrate your faith in the
presence of the whole assembly.” When our fathea Eaw the image of our Lady Mary
and of the Cross, he and his disciples immedigpetstrated themselves before the
whole assembly**

2.2.4 Observance of Jewish (Saturday) Sabbath

The Stephanites were charged by their opponents atiserving the Jewish Sabbath, Saturday,

while breaking Sundal?® However,dstifanos defended saying: “I don’t break the Sabhafos

the seventh day (Saturday Sabbath) is the comméoirfar His rest, and Sunday is His Holy

Resurrection.”

O LLAL: No0: OA-T: ANOT: PONC: @doAT: Advf: w0l: ohd:
G5 1 wl0LAe: TR APSA: FPNCT: hool:: oho-h: PSN0:
OLMLA: A L2OC: NINIl:: Rhov: OA1T: ANO-F: FHIL: 044
AAMANDC: LRl OO0NT: Advl: T TPh0: PLAT: Lhl::

132

133

134

Getatchew, 1983, p. 101.

Hailu, (n.d.) Background Notes on the Monastery of Gunda Gupdi4.

Ibid., pp. 4-5.

135 Getatchew, 2006a, p. 73b; Getatchew, 2004, p. 94.
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Wa-ysbebwwo kaoba ‘slata sab‘st yakdbbr wa-olatd ohud $&'ara wahord bnota.
Wa-ysbelo regus la-gpddus dgablyr-onu kdma-z. Wa-awsa’a gpddus wa-ybelo i-
ya$o‘ar sanbatatadsma ‘slata sab’ot tazkara oréftu ladgzi’aboher y'oti. Wa-slata
ohud bnsa’ehu @ddost yo’ati.

They also said to him, “He honors the seventh deyl he has violated Sunday, he
traveled (on it).” The king said to the saint, “Bou act thus?” The saint replied, saying
to him, “I do not violate the Sabbaths, for theesdetr day is a memorial of the rest of
God; and Sunday is (a memorial of) his holy restioa.”*

The question of the observance of the Jewish Shplsstturday, was more of a tenet of the
Ewosatewosite§’’ than the Stephanites. It is likely that the contrsy over the Sabbath in the
Ethiopian Church was much older than th& téntury. Bishop Sawiros had requested Patriarch
Cyril 11 (1077-92) to write to the Ethiopians, ‘toidding them to observe the customs of the Old
Testament™® The early position of the Alexandrian Church wasaiear. However, according to
Ibn al-Assal’s Collection of Canons in 1238, thésatly rejected the observance of the Saturday
Sabbath as a Jewish custoh.

During the reign of Amda Sayon (1314-1344) a controversy arose on the questiabserving
the Jewish Sabbath; and the Coptic Church in Eggjected the Jewish customs practiced by

Ethiopian Christians and passed a declaration itcSgtiurday observancé®

3¢ Getatchew, 2006b, p. 46.

“"The founder of the ‘house’ of Ewagewos was the monk Ewasewos (ca. 1273-1352). He was born in

Tsora’, a district of Easternafray. His mother wasaB&a Hiwet and his father Kstos Mda, who was a noble
family (Gadla Ewogatewos: 1). As a baby his father gave him a namea#feé Egzi and after joining the
monastery of Abba Darel he was renamed Ewasewos. In 1280 he went to his maternal uncle Abba
Darv’el, who was the Abbot of Dabra Maryam in Gétia, to study under hirkile was professed monk by his
uncle, probably in the community of Gaita. He apparently left this community soon af@se and
established his own in S&ea There, he was joined by many students (such lm=adh, Bakimos, and
Marqgorewos) and taught vigorously until the arrighlAbuna Yasgob whom he met on his way to the king's
court in about 1337. Soon after this, Evatewos left the country, visited Cairo where he matriarch
Benjamin (1327-39), and passed via the Holy Langr@y and Armenia, where he died fourteen years. late
Ewogatewos left Ethiopia, accompanied by some of hibviers, because he had religious controversies
with the clergy. Immediately before his departihere was an attempt on his life, organized byal group

of the clergy in Sara. He was even accused at the court of the pdirtaydis fellow Ethiopian pilgrims of
refusing to communicate with them and of obsertheySabbath as well as Sunday. (Taddesse, 19207p.

138 Taddesse, 1972, p. 209.

39 1pid.
140

Getatchew, in CE, p. 985a.
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However, as | stated earlier the observance ofJéwish Sabbath is more of a tenet of the
Ewogatewosites. The disciples of Ewatewos observed both Sabbaths, Saturday and Sunday;
but they did not enter into the the king’'s palace the abode of the metropolitans. As the
reverence of the Sabbath was not allowed in thgdam, and the Sabbath was rejected in the
dominions of the patriarchs [of Alexandria], theig chot receive Holy Orders. All those who
observed the Sabbath were considered as Jews. Hhrgeexcommunicated them, and did not

allow them to enter the church¥s.

Since all the members of the ‘house’ of Evabewos were prohibited from taking Holy orders
from the Egyptian prelate, these communities livedlmost complete independence from the
rest of the Ethiopian Church. The locations of fing&t major communities established by the
followers of Ewosatéwos were: Dabra Maryam in Qohayin and Dabra BDiimaDambélas,

Dabra Bizan on the eastern edge of the Hamasemaplabnd G&bra-lydsus’s community of

Dabra San among the Falasha in Inff&z.

Towards the turning of the fourteenth century, ftvenation of the organization of the followers
of Ewogatewos had already taken shape. Though an offeei@bmmunication was declared
against them, they had already gained a solid rigoith the remote districts, where the direct
influence of the Church was minimal. They slowlyingal much prominence among the local

people just like any other monastic grddp.

The anti-Sabbath group had awaited the new bisBaptalomewos (1398/9) who succeeded
Abuna Salama (1348-88), and gave him an up-to-dgiert on the growing influence of the
Ewogatewosites in northern Ethiopia. He understood wedl risky implications of this for the
unity of his diocese. He, then, asked for the halKing Dawit (1380-1412.) in bringing the
unruly 'house' of Ewaatewos back to stern Alexandrian discipline. In @400t long after the

arrival of the bishop, Dawit sent messengers torsamthe principal figures of the Ewagewos

party*4

e Taddesse, 1972, p. 210.

142

Ibid., p. 212.

3 Taddesse, 1972, p. 212.

Y 1bid., p. 213.
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King Dawit summoned Abba Hios of Dabréa Bizan to a theological debate on thieb&th.
Similar emissaries were also sent to all Battssan communities, and many other ‘disciples of
Abuna Maogabadgzi’ [Ewogatewos] accompanied Fpos to the bishop’s court in Amhara.
Filipos and his fellows bravely defended the Sabbatth@tassemblage in a similar way as
Ewogatewos himself had defended it at the court ofi&atn Benjamin over half a century
earlier. They unrelentingly rejected ceasing theepbance of Sabbath. Consequently, they were
chained at his orders; and they were told that theyld be liberated only if they accepted the
metropolitan’s ordet?

The anti-Sabbath, anti-Ewasewos party within the Amhara clergy was guidedhgyinfluential
Aqgabe-Séaat Saraqa-Brhan ofHayqg. As he was a close friend of King Dawit, heduak his best
influence at court to help metropolitan Bartalomewamgainst his opponents, pos and his
fellows. As the Ewastewosites adamantly refused to accept the ordettseoprelate, Saraqa-
Borhan arrested their leader piis of Dabra Bizan and put him under his close watthhe
island ofHayq for a period of four years until he was findliged after Saragashan’s death in
about 1403#°

In 1403, the Christian army had been triumphanidial and killed the Muslim king Sadadin
and sacked the remote port of Zeila. Following thisre was public rejoicing which was highly
nationalistic and anti-Muslim in character and viitye attention was given to the dreams of the
Egyptian bishop. Finally, Z& Yaoqob reaffirmed his father’s (king Dawit’s) suddemaage of
heart in favour of the ‘house’ of Ewmasewos saying:

My father Dawit king of Ethiopia ... sent messersgeo that they might bring back the

disciples of Ma'igaba-lgzfrom the areas where they had dispersed, andatothiby

enable them to re-enter their churches. The kimg'ssengers did this, and the disciples

of Ma'igaba-Igzi returned to their [former] placéghe king further commanded the

disciples of Ma’'iqaba-lgzto observe both Sabbaths as the Apostles hadrimegin the
Sinodos™*’

Towards the end of the reign of King Dawit, the Etatewosites seem to have had complete

freedom of movement throughout the kingdbtth.

Y 1bid., p. 214.

Y8 1bid., pp. 214-215.

7 Taddesse, 1972, p. 216.

8 |bid., p. 217.
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Zara Yaogob considered théstifanosites as heretics for observing the Jewath&th. But the
Ethiopian synod is in favor of thistifanosites for it says one should keep the SablRegarding
this GetacheW® observes, “For a church, like that of Ethiopia,iskth makes the Pseudo
Apostolic writings the central basis of its autlyrithe heretics should be those who do not

observe Saturday.”

Zara Yaoqob did not keep the Sabbath before his ascensitretthrone. When he ascended to
the throne he decided to end the controversy. Mergaharm allowing Christians to observe
Saturday if that could unify his kingdom. Finalbt, the Council of Dabra Mmad™° (1450), the
king asked metropolitans Michael and Gabriel alibatreasons for abolishing the first Sabbath,
for no such reasons were found in the Scriptureje Octateuch, in the books of the Prophets, in
the Gospels or in the writings of the apostles.nitele them aware that Peter and Paul laid down
their reckonings in the Synodicon that Christiansudd work for five days and not do any work
on Saturday and Sunday. Hence, the metropolitgresated the declaration of their predecessors
Salama 1l (1348-1388) and Bartalomewos (1398-148@8)abandoned the position decreed by the
church in Egypt>*

2.2.5 Pursuing Strict Christian Morality and Asceticism

Many claimed that the root of the Stephanite mowvdrtay in their genuine attempt to amend and

|152

correct the then seemingly unorthodox monasticdif¢he monks of their time. Darel™ over

emphasize this as follows:

Dagigadstifanosites were [monks] who rose up to ask amendsrenbe done to some
issues which were done in their time and to corveltat they seem to them wrong.
However, they were not church reformers as sompleesay.

149 Getatchew, 1983, p. 110.

150 4n 1450, that Zar'a- Ya'iqob convened a Coundilhés new church of Dabra Miaq in Shawa. The two
bishops, the followers of Ewgéwos, and the abbots of the leading monastetiesded the council. The
debate had already been exhausted in the previears,yand it appears that the gathering was paligip
intended for the formal reconciliation of the Ewathians with the Egyptian bishops and their Ettiapi
followers. The bishops formally authorized the aliaace of the Sabbath in the Ethiopian Church, ted
Ewogathians agreed to receive Holy Orders from the Eagpprelates (Taddesse, 1972, p. 230).”

! Getatchew, in CE, p. 985a-985b.

2 Dana’el, 2008 A.M., p. (EBS Special Gena Show, The Dekike Estifanos. Mp4)
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When dstifanos found that the monks of his time were natlialg by the order of the first
monastic fathers, he became furious. Having seem immoich the lives of the Ethiopian
monasteries deviated from the laws which the maondsithers had set, he began a
‘revolution’. He said, “Let’s us follow the doctenand the laws; let our judgement be based

on the books which have this order, ‘Let God judge™ This argument shocked the

monasteries of dgray >

After being expelled from the monastery ofa&Qysa, dstifanos established his own monastery.
However, he still continued to denounce the morfkstloer monasteries for their departure from
the Holy Scriptures. He claimed that they transggdsthe right monastic orders dftashafa
Mank"asona, Fath Manfasawiand the Synodos. Besides, a number of monastefibs time
owned large grants from kings, monarchs or govetnbiney made the sharecropper or tenant pay
tributes like cattle, cereal or honey just like Baedlords. This he condemned vigorouS¥.

Furthermore, the Stephanites were determined t@kspét against those who declared themselves
to be Christians but did not keep Christian pritespand they denied being in Communion with
such peoplé> As mentioned in MS | (f. 65v), the Metropolitankad them why they distance
themselves from the rest of the Christians; anyg thplied:

Hsma saka ltbyoppoya i-yot‘agabu bder‘atd abaéwind hawapbyat. Wasma-hi om
anvloko baod wa-i-bdakoro Sénbatat. Wa-balat za-mafiw. Wa-i-omahala bahasat.
Wa-'i-om-sariq wa-d-om-zammwo. Wa-i-om-gatila nass. Wa-i- omza yméaslo la-
zontu.

[We disassociate ourselves from them] because ¢bple of Ethiopia do not abide by
the law of our Fathers the Apostles, be it conegyrihe worship of other gods or the
observance of the Sabbaths [sanbatat] and other dhmys [whose observance] is
required, or swearing falsely or stealing or foaticn/adultery [z&mmwo] or murder or
whatever [sin] resembles tHr.

>3 Getatchew2010, p. 33.

154 Kahsay, (EBS Special Gena Show, The Dekike Estifakip4)
15 Getatchew, 1983, p. 104.
158 |bid. pp. 104-105.
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1 Methodology

| couldn’t find enough manuscripts for a criticaliteon, even though | carried out three field
trips to DabraSsyon (Zway Island) in December 2013, Mgam Dibo (in bgray) in
October 2014 and Gnda G'ando in July 2014. Consequently, | decided to edé orucial
manuscript of the Stephanite movement, that is,|&GAdaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part]. Thus,
this dissertation presents a diplomatic edition Giddla Abaw wéa-Aaw [Fourth Part].
Though the gadl itself is a codex unicus, | alsnstited many other manuscripts including
Gadladstifanos, Gadla Ab&kkazun, Gadlddzrg Gadla Gabra Maki[ll], Gadla Isapyyas,
Gadla Mazgabadlase, Mghafa Borhan, Mghafa Milad, Mghafa Sllase, Gadla Abaw wa-
Ahaw (EMML 4) and Gadla Baw (GGO006) for my historical and theological analys the
gadl. Moreover, | conducted key informant intervéewo supplement the historical and

theological background of the Stephanites.

3.1.1 Codex Unicus
When the tradition has preserved one and only oaeuscript, the philologist is forced to
reproduce thisodex unicusin this case s/he can choose among three posssil

1) Mechanical editionnamely the photographic reproductidacSimile editiof

of the manuscript.

2) Diplomatic edition namely the non-photographic reproduction of the

manuscript without any changes, including mistakas graphic features.

3) Interpreting edition namely the reproduction of the manuscript prodidéth

corrections made by the editor.
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In the last case the apparatus will host all thenfoshown by the manuscript, including

mistakes and graphic featurgs.

Of the above three possibilities | chose to usedipmatic edition for my edition of Gadla

Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part].

3.1.2 Key Informant Interviews

| recorded information and oral traditions abowd tephanites from key informants using
open-ended interviews and | transcribed the rengedil used the data to supplement the
historical and theological background of the Stejlesa. | interviewed the following key
informants: Abba Lamlam Waldaskasse (twice), Ligga ligasmt Yared Kasa, Mandn
Géabrakidan Dasta, M@ka Tabor TaSoma Zarihun, Zamanfas Gabgii aloher.

7 prof. Gianfrancesco Lusini’s lecture notes
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CHAPTER FOUR: PHILOLOGICAL AND LINGUISTIC
ENQUIRIES

4.1 Philological Enquiries

4.1.1 Description of Manuscripts Used for the Study

Gadla Aaw AL a A“1o-/ which means Acts of the Brothers is a collectiaene given to
the acts of the brothers and fathers of the Stef@gsafit was Abakarazun, the first abbot of
Gunda Gundo, who advised his disciples to dutiftégord their activities and struggles with
secular authorities in this succession of hagidygesp Habtu (unpublished article, p.3) puts

Abéakordzun’s advice as follows:

DA A7NPov- AAA AP L %Dnov. AhGP LAl hov L0777 A9°0 AA”A
AL Ybnov- oo CAf-ov L4 .7 dv (V1 @84 0770 =

Wa-K'llu samahomu 1&11a sm-godmelomu sahafowo yo’oze kdma ykun sm‘a la-
aolla am-dohrelomu wa-kaméaa syomu wtfashu bottu wa-ggbaru kamahu.

Write now all the contending of those (the brothevho have come before you, so
that it may be a testimony for those who come after so that they may rejoice on
seeing it and do likewise.

4.1.1.1 Description of MsH, Gadla Abaw wa-Ahaw [Fourth Part] /1£a:
Aot REA: 00/

My sigla for this Ms is H. This is the base text floe study.

Inc.(10em: h-Al: oowAL::... Inthe name of the Father, and the Son
Des. ...AL,U:: his hand.

o Shelf mark:300/G-IV-153;

o The material is a parchment;

o Binding is wooden plates covered with leather;

o0 Dimensions24cm x 17cm x 9.5cm;

% Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part](my sigla H) is found in the monastery of Gunda Ganlt is

microfilmed by HMML project no. GG006. My supervisd’rof. Orin Gensler bought the microfilm for me
from HMML
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0 Age: There is no colophon and or other clues to datdviheBut according
to Uhlig’s paleographic evidence the Ms candbted to late 15th century.
Number of pages including guard leaves and blagwkB48+2;

Hands: The Ms seems to had been written by one tiascribe.

Disposition of the writing2 columns; 23 to 26 lines

o O O o

Writing typology: Based on the Uhlig’s division garof Ethiopic Mss, it is
rounded script (mid T5c.-mid 16" c). & ,

o0 Special features (red ink words, erased line9:&the MS uses red ink for
A°M.A (Lord), A“M.A(lch,C (God/Lord),"7C 9°: mAaendi: Pch L (Mary
and the one Cross), and to begin a new se@ore: A-l: ®OA L : @or’}é.N:
+5-0: AchS: h9°Ah:: (In the name of the Father, the Son and the HplxitS
one God) and to show paragraphima9®H (then)..., @96l (and again,
secondly)...,(Aa7-1H (therefore/hence).. %% (again, secondly)..., etcetra),
and for Ethiopic numerals (e.@, 9,#, etc.) and nine dots:¥) and ¢=~9°
(Amharic word which means “Stop here!”). The Ms leaased lines at f. 44v, f.
56v, f. 57v, f. 81v, f. 97r and f. 105v.

o lllustrations and decorations: The Ms lhasag atf.1r, f.62r, f.68r and f.115r.
o General conditions: The manuscript is moderate. él@w, there are some

spots and holes. The handriting is good and neat.
This manuscript incorporates four major sections:

Section 1: Gadla Abawina wabkAwind Koddusan /The acts of our holy fathers and
brothers/ (ff. 1r-61v). This section is to be resdSane 25.

Section 2: Gadla Bartdlomewos /The acts of Bartalwas/ (ff. 62v-77v). This
section is to be read dgfamle 25.

Section 3: /Gadla ¥ddusat Anst /The acts of the holy nuns/ (ff. 78r-114v). This
section is to be read on hise 25.

Section 4: Gadla Abawina dddusan Garzenawiyan /The acts of our holy
Garzenawiyan fathers/ (ff. 115r-148v). This sectisnto be read on
Méaskaram 25.
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It is not clear whether to consider Gadla Abaw wi&w [Fourth Part] a multiple text
or not. The manuscript begins by sayifig®A: &-106: AavAché.: 1L A ov-:
NI Pov-:: ARNPTI:: ®ADPT: P5A47 which means “fourth part or section of
the book of the acts and martyrdom of our holy deghand brothers”. From this we
can understand this to be a continuation of&aella Abaw wa-Aaw, EMML 4 or
IES 496, which says, “This is the third part of theok of the acts and martyrdom of
our holy fathers and brothers who are holy martgtsf. 104r. Each section of Gadla
Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part] is presented in such a way asetoelad continuously
on the 28 day of the months Sane to Maskaram. This arguasiths a single
manuscript. However, the inclusion of Gadla Bartéavos makes it appear to be a
multiple manuscript. | asked this thbba Lamlam Walda Slase, vice abbot of
this MS, Gadla Abaw walaw [Fourth Part], becausgbuna Bartdlomewos was

involved in various conflicts with the king being the side ofistifanos.

4.1.2 The Biography of Bartalomewos
This present Gadla Bartalamev%/%gsoccupies ff. 62r-77v (*ff. 66r to 81¥f in the Stephanite

Geez Collection (Gadla Abaw wahAw [Fourth Part]) from Gunda Gunde ingFay.

The act of Bartdlamewos brings new elements to wizst known about the origin of the

Stephanite movement.

The top of f. 62r (*65r) has the reading for thew® of Hamle. The first explicit statement

of the act of Bartdlamewos appears on folio 62685(b):

oON7h'r: AT : 1A 0N7: L5 AAA: (1006 AllT: (1CT07220:
ao PPl TR hi: @144 9PN :

Waza-nzenu om-zena gadlu wasea hirutu la-ab kbsu's abuna Bartdlomewos
mambhré rosh wa-brufa negbar

And we narrate from the acts and the beauty ofgbedness of the holy father
Bartalomewos who is father of purity and plenteioudeeds.

159

This biography is presented based on Beylot's (2@@@er:Bref apercu des Actes de Bartalewos moine
stéphanite du XVsiécle (Brief Overview of the Acts of Bartalamewos Stepibe Monk of the Fifteenth
Century) andhe act of Bartadlamewads the MS HMML, GGO0O06.

180+hased on Beylot’s folio number
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Who was Béartalamewos?

Bartalamewos is described as having been an itustrperson among kings and princes.
“The queens know him; the monks fear him and horninr because he was more elevated
than all of them.” (f. 63¥*67r°).

We should be careful not to identify him witkbura (Metropolitan) Bartalamewos, who
lived during the reign oése Yoshaq (1414—29) and died around 1438 during the refgre
Zara Yaoqob (1432-68) (Lusini,Bartalomewos”EAel (2003), p. 485b).

Bartalamewos- the monk (the person under discussipn
Beylot wrote about Bartdlomewos as follows:

Bartalongwos, an Agame monk and Emperor Zar'a‘dgob’s teacher before his

accession to the throne, was a disciple of a magkaBos (1397/8 -1444) who was a
famous leader of a religious and political disstdgimoup. He suffered pains and was
eventually tortured to death after 1444 for refgsto prostrate himself before the
sovereign as Hi§anos had taught hirff?

However, the church scholar of'@hda G'ando calledAbbalLamlam disagrees with the idea
that “Bartdlomewos is ailAgama monk.” Rather, he is from Shire and was doabf the

Monastery ofAbunédlLsbdyos.

Bartalamewos- the monk (the person under discussipn

The monks who were enemiesddtifanos wrote a letter of denunciation to the kinkjiat
was entitled Mashafa Brhan wa-Mahafa Solmat (“A letter of light and a letter of
darkness”). They asked Bartalamewos to carry #iter to the court because he was so well
known (f. 63v-64r / *67v-68r).

®07L: ANov-: (PTht: OAh$: oFHhé.: hNA: Ail:  TAA:
afchd.: NCTT: @R hé.: ZAovl (f. 63vY)::

OLOLAL:  AANT:  NCTN2P0:  hA(O:  Ahoo:  D.PO: KONP:
AMANNC: A9°s't: N9°NCYL: o0P0NYL:: oh.fh: PAhIG: 0LECU:
120 ohNAh: AML: aodAAnT: PAT: @70 TIOC: WRAC:
L¥eh (f. 63v°) ::

'*! Beylot, 2000, p. 117.
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He accepted. The king asked him, “What does it meghiché.: NCT7: @R hé.:
A ool ‘a letter of light a letter of darkness’?” Bart@léwos replied, “I don’t know. But |
brought what they gave me.” ZarYaosqob said, “As to me | have heard that his teacisng

orthodox and not like what the people say.”

Bartalamewos waited for the king to dismiss himeifhNsburdod Nob brought from Zaa
Ya'aqob a capital accusation against Bartalamewos whdenthe mistake of defending
himself, which damaged him in the king’s view (4\v6*68v).

Zara Yaogob accompanied this last statement with an orelediag Bartalamewos back to

his monastery (f. 64v/*68v).

When he came back Bartalamewos rendered an acebtims mission and the king’s order
(i.e. Tell the monks to make reconciliation witkifanos). The monks replied to him sharply

that they didn’t want to reconcile witkstifanos.

Hstifanos was accusing the monks of seeking honowraputting their hope in the earthly
king instead of the kingdom of heaven. Accusingrtted acquiring land or property from the
king, he refused to prostrate himself before timg Kf. 65r and v /*69r and v).

Bartalamewos went to beg pardondstifanos. And in fact he ultimately linked his owrtda
to that ofdstifanos (f. 66r-68r /*70r-72r).

When the enemies distifanos learnt that Bartalamewos had become hisiplissthey

became disturbed.

ON(: Ahovs: av'in-1: oo 400k : A KPP oo-: T1or: 4.£:6-£

Sinoda said bad things abdidtifanos and Bartalamewos and went to the king tadece
them, accusing them of conspiring together notrtstpate themselves before Zilyasqob.

The king then sent people to arrdstifanos.

Hstifanos was brought to a place designated by thg, kind Bartalamewos followed him (f.
73r and v /*69r and v). Z& Yaoqob sent word tdlstifanos to come to him to discuss
questions of faith. He ordered the prince ofeSto forcibly send himdstifanos). Again

Bartalamewos accompaniddtifanos.
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When Bartalamewos was interrogated by the king abwai reason why he was in accord
with dstifanos, Bartalamewos responded in a way that predake king’'s anger and he

shared the charges and bad treatment.

Finally the king sent them to the monasteries; thithe same episode which the Acts of
Hstifanos report in a different way, giving little glato Bartadlamewos but a large place to the
theological debate. After a certain time Zdlaoqob sent fofAstifanos and Bartalamewos.

They were brought to Dabra Mao and were whipped (f. 71v).

The king once again ordered them through his heraddprostrate themselves. If they did
this, they would then be free to go back to theonasteries. They refused to prostrate
themselves before anybody except the Father, theaBd the Holy Spirit even if they would
be killed. Again they were driven away. (f. 72r &tY.

Then Zatra Yaoqob had them brought back before hifistifanos was separated from his
disciples and from Bartadlamewos who followed hirartBlamewos was well guarded on the
way. The king gathered together those who had mdaon the road in chains and those who
were in their monasteries. They brought them tocdmap of the king who tried to convince
Bartdlamewos to abandonésifanos and his companions.

The king asked Bartalamewos why he was in agreemaht dstifanos as regard not
prostrating himself before Z@& Yaoqob’s reign. Bartalamewos answered that he only
prostrated himself before God. He was badly migtigeaBartalamewos was separated from
others and was sent alone but free into anotheoneyarious disciples came with him to
search him (f. 7RF77v).

Later the king brought together the Stephanitewelsas Bartdlamewos who he had caused
to appear before him. The heroes (messengers okitigg inspected them to prostrate

themselves before the king. They told him thatgheas no script that recommends this.

Bartalamewos was brought to the region of"®#g. He was interrupted on a road by a monk
by the name of Nob whom the king later named K&b&é&yan. He [Nob] brought
Bartdlamewos to the monastery. Nob was liked bykthg the king also like Bartalamewos
who had been once upon a time the king’s mastars, TBartalAmewos had once instructed

Zara Yaoqob in religious matters.

62



Nob took council with his fellows that they sholldng Bartdlamewos on Saturday to the
king; should make him prostrate before the king Bndg him to the monastery (f. 74r and
v/*78r and v).

They brought him before Za& Yaosqob who tried to convince him to prostrate himself.
Bartalamewos responded to him sharply that if timg kried to convince him to prostrate

himself by telling him that he knew the glory osHhiouse; he knew that the house of the
monks are honourable and various kings are abaddtmembrace the monasticism. He
mentioned the name of Margos the Dabra Tormaq wa®e the king, Garima of the Dabra

Métara, the king of Rome, Kaleb the king of Aksum78r and v/ *79r and v) .

Long after, the king gathered the Stephanites amtlemned them to torture with fire.
Bartalamewos died on Sunday the 23Jlakiran or in G‘az at the beginning dfiamle (f. 76r
and 77v / *80r and 81v).

4.1.1.2 Other Sources or Manuscripts Used for thet&dy

1) Gadla Ahaw (1£4: A%to-). My siglaG. It is found in the monastery of Gunda
Gundo. It is microfilmed by HMML project no. GGOO1B8owever, | got access to it from a
colleague, Dr. Gezae Haile, lecturer at Mekellevigrsity, who photographed it with his own
digital camera directly from the monastery of Gui@ando. This MS is badly damaged and
is not complete. As | tried to check, it is a colapon of MS H (Gadla Abaw wa#aw
[Fourth Part]) and MS | (Gadla Abaw w&éw or EMML 4). It has the same reading with
MS | starting at f. 39r(since some 40ff are missing) upto the end (f.v1®f this MS |
though the folios are not complete. It has alsoesesading with MS H if we start reading at
f. 116r to f. 159 of this MS G (Gadlahaw). | used this manuscript only to cross checkesom
corrupted words as it was not complete and wasylmathaged.
Parchment, ( ?cm), ff. 159 (some 40ff. cut off or missing at theginning), 2
columns, 18 to 26 lines, late"16entury.
2) Gadla Abaw wa-Ahaw (1£A: Alle: oA 1@-) (EMML 4). My sigla isl. It is found
at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies. Both thadl itself (the parchment) and its microfilm
copy are available to here. It is microfilmed frdhe monastery of Dabra Garzen (Gunda
Gundo); evidently the parchment was loaned to 8 from Dabra Garzen. Macomber
(1975:7) notes the description of this MS in theakmue as follows (quoted from his

catalogue):
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“Inc.MAav: A-l: AL :... Inthe name of the Father, and the Son
Des. ... A“%4%7:: the oppressed.

Parchment, 23 x 16cm , ff. 162 (? - numbered 16b, ith 110 and 123
given to two leaves, 24 omitted and perhaps alsb11®), 2 cols. , 23to 25
lines, late 15 c.

1) Ff. 1a-13b*° The Combat of the Holy Fathers and Brothers whebuat
Dabra Garzen [Gadla abawina wewina gedusan ...ella neburan westa
Dabra Garzen...]. To be read on thd'26 Tahsas.

2) Ff. 15a-111b: The History of Our Father St. 8@pand all his Disciples
[zéna abuna gedus ... ffanos... wa-za-Kellomu dagiqu]. All to be read on
the 28" of Tahsas.

3) Ff.112a-161b: The third part of the Combat andn@gés of our Holy
Fathers and Brothers [Keflales em-mghafa gadlomu wa-semcomu la-
abawina wa‘gawina gedusan]. To be read on th& 8§Magibit.

Minature: Front cover: A mounted warrior.
lllumination, ff. 1a, 15a, 43a, and 112a.
Rubric scarcely legible at times.

F. 14ab blank.

Ff. 99b-109a not filmed. Also a miniature at thed.eprobably on the rear
cover.

Ff.143b-144a filmed twice.”

3) Gadla Abuna dstifanos z&-Gunda Gundo[Printed Text- which was published in
1996 A.M. by Mamhr wa-mabéar za-Gunda Gundo Déabra Garizan &am Gadam.]
My siglais E.

4) Dagiga dstifanos ‘Bahagg Amlak’(2™ ed.) [Printed Text- Getatchew Haile’s 2010

edition]. My sigla is M.

5)The Go‘az Acts of Abba dstifanos of G'andag“snde [Printed Text- Getatchew
Haile’s 2006 edition]. My sigla is L.

6) Gadla Abakarazun [digitized by the researcher from the monasteryMafryam

Dibo]. My sigla is A.
7) Gadla Gabra Masih [ll] [digitized by the researcher from the monasteriMafyam
Dibo]. My sigla D.

'*2 Macomber usesa' and ‘b’ for the recto and verso of the vellum of the MSpectively.
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8) Gadla Abuna Mazgaba Sllase [Pinted Text- which was published by Monastery of
Fagada Dabradhan Koddost Maryam and Abuna Mazgaballase]. My sigla F.
9) Life of Ezra of Gunda Gunde/by Andre Caquot/ [Printed Text]. My sigla is C.

10)Les Actes d'Isaie de Gunda-Gundéby Aleksander Ferenc/ [Printed Text]. My sigla
N.
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Name of the MS Owning Library Sigla
Gadla Abakrazun Monastery of Maryam Dibo A
Gadla Aaw /HMML, GG006/ Monastery of Gunda Gundo G
Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw Institute of Ethiopian Studies I

(IES), AAU
/EMML 4, IES 496/
Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part] Monastery of Gunda Gundo H
/HMML, GGO006/
Gadla Abuna dstifanos za-GundaMonastery of Gunda Gundo E
Gundo [Printed Text]
Dagigadstifanos ‘Bakgg Amlak' (2" | Getatchew Haile M
ed.) [Printed Text]
The &9z Acts of Abbadstifanos of| Getatchew Haile L
G"andad'ande [Printed Text]
Gadla Gabra Masi[ll] Monastery of Maryam Dibo D
Gadla Abuna Méazgabaliase Monastery of Fagada Dabra F
Borhan Koddost Maryam ang

Pinted Text
[ ] Abuna Mazgaba&lase
Life of Ezra of Gunda Gunde Andre Caquot C
/By Andre Caquot/ [Pinted Text]
Les Actes d'Isaie de Gunda-Gundé | Aleksander Ferenc N

/by Aleksander Ferenc/ [Pinted Text
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4.1.3 Features of Manuscript H

Structurally MS H,Gadla Abaw wa-Aaw [Fourth Part], as mentioned earlier is a laté-15
century wooden plate parchment which is decorateth w&n interestingharag. The

handwriting is good and neat. However, the Ms iksdierrors. The scribe commited various
errors such as punctuation, scribal, orthograptiitographic and haplographic errors. The

the errors of the Ms and philological enquiries @diseussed in detail below.
4.1.4 The Problem with False Numbering

The manuscript under study, Gadla Abaw w# [Fourth Part], has 148 folios but they are
misnumbered. Presumably, it was the person whdizgi this MS who gave wrong folio
numbers for the actual MS before s/he digitize®ihe started putting folio numbers for the
actual (original) MS with number 1 and continuedtaB2 but then s/he wrote 23 instead of
33 and continued numbering this way up to the a4@); Besides, the scribe copied f. 78 ({.
*68) twice, numbering each copy as f. 68 (really. 7us, the sequence on the actual MS H
is: 1,2,3,...32,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,...T4&n s/he paginated the whole MS
with its false numbering. Note that 10 folio nunbare repeated.

In this thesis | have used the correct numberinng flrst 22 foliog(f. 1r- f. 22v) of this MS
automatically have a correct numbering in my editi®he problem with false numbering
starts withf. 33r as this folio is wrongly numbered 23 instead of 8@idently the scribe
forgot he was counting “thirties” and mistakenlynped back to “twenties”. To check the
corrected folio numbers 33r- f. 148vin my edition, you can get them on the original B&

subtracting 10. As noted ff. 23-32 appear twicthmoriginal pagination.

For instance: 1) f. 33r in my edition means [33-10=28] 23r in the original MS. [N.B. but

this 23 is the second repeated or false 23]
2)f. 55vin my edition means [55-10=48]45v in the original MS.
3)f. 124rin my edition means [124-10=11#]114r in the original MS.

4.1.5 Punctuation Marks

Punctuation marks in this corpus include: two detsthree dots:], four dots {:), nine dots

(=), s'==: and#*—=:%". The two dots are used to separate words, anddfmtsrare used
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at the end of a sentence. The nine dots are soe®tiused inconsistently at a place where

four dots are needed. Morever, he used thiis—:& or ::——:: (only once) to separate

paragraphs.

As we shall see later in the examples the scride®fH didn’'t give due attention to proper

use of the two dots to separate one word from theroThe scribe sometimes even used the

two dots inside a single word, splitting it into améngless morphological units. Such

instances are very common throughout the corpusinfs he combined two words together

forgetting the two dots. In addition he used thar fdots not at the end of the sentence but at

phrase level in many cases. Let us look some instaaf improper uses of the two dots.

A. Canonically, numbers used as adjectives or determams should not be separated

o

with two dots, but in this MS they are.

(f.

1\) &: A-§ should be written a8 -1+, “one brother”. Howeverjf the number

is written out in words 4«h%-), there should be two dots in between like this

“hch%-: A", Or if the Go'oz number does not modify a noun, it is written wiitio
dots like this: &: Ag°44.00-" “one before him” as in (f. 3).

(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.

2V®) &: 9°+~ €9 should be written a89° 2 €, “one market”.

2V #&: wb: AwC-1 should be written a& w&A®C -1, “21% of the month”.
2\°) 8: opypA L J~1 should be written ageo¥na e 1 “four nuns”.

8°) €: aJn¢7 should be written aaJ¢7, “2™ of Tasrin”.

9\’) Ad: AZw- should be written aB8A 3@+, “for 4 brethren”.

11V &: a418%C should be written a4 ¢, “8™ of Hodar”.

16F°) I: mX: avihd @ -1 should be written a§mLoo’thA L -1, “18 nuns”.
167 @b : A% should be written a®b & -1, “and one brother”.

19) a: F: ¥8.47 should be written a8F P84, “for 3 saints”.

B. Suffixed pronouns and suffixed particles shoulahot be separated from their stem or

root.

Particle: (f. 1¥) @a@-a-t:: 7 should be written a@m-a-1:%, “and he also”.

(f. 15) oo 1'1: . should be written a®<h L@-17%., “and our life also”.
o (f. 106V") hevd: '+ should be written aBevH'r, “how is it?”

68



Object: (f. 2¥) @AZ0C: P should be written a@A7(1C 2, “and they put him”.

(f. 57°) @LI°6LP: ov- should be written agnLg°6L: Pov- “and they

admonished them”.
Possessive: (f. & 70k: Pov- should be written ag-0kPov-, “their assembly”.
(f. 44V") MAS: h should be written aéhA.G 1, “your thought”.

C. Prefixed conjunctions and/or prepositions shouldnot be separated with two dots

from the nouns.

o (f.2V") waA: Al should be written a@a k-0, “but one (fem.)”.

o (f. 8") wa: hAAZ should be written a@ahA k-7, “and for the other”.

o (f. 8" @N: 26N should be written a®@120N, “in Go‘oz".

o (f. 8 @N: o-&-: should be written a@lm-A-k, “in that”.

o (f. 9% oHl: aod°Pov- should be written aspHev-l-d°Pov-, “and their
successors”.

o (f. 14°) aa:84 should be written adA &4, “one for each”.

o (f. 14") wan: ov& k- should be written a@AA@»& k-, “everyone that comes”.

o (f.14") wA: &: % should be written a®A &%, “and for the one”.

o (f. 16 wa: avihd L 1Y should be written a@wAenthA e 317, “and for the
nuns”.

o (f.16") @N: 2“7 should be written a2, “and by affliction”.

o (f.17V") o0: -1+ should be written a®(1-1.2+, “and by a deceit”.

o (f.17v") HN: a“?.21 should be written aB1A“?.€-T-, “in the heaven”.

o (f.18V") w: &% should be written a®&%, “and the one”.

o (f. 24V aN: NHOm should be written ad@ N m, “for the one who flogged him”.

o (f. 30F) wl: A7-I"4 should be written a@(1A’7-1A, “but regarding”.

o (f.82°) @N: A71: N should be written a@A’7-1-N, “thus, therefore”.

D. Negative markers (plus conjunctions) should nobe separated from their respective

verbs with two dots.
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o (f. 9¥) wA.: Hiov'tdi0 should be written aga. NG ovya O, “there is no one
whom we ordain a monk”.

o (f. 12) @A.: &% should be written a@A.&%, “didn’t incline”.

o (f. 21") @A.: P7h- should be written a®Aa. 71, “l was not”.

o (f.27V") mA.: 04N should be written a®@A.0N, “he didn’t keep him”.

o (f. 67°) HA.: ahhov- should be written aBA.Ahhov-, “he didn't send them”.

o (f. 68\") HAA:: (1 should be written aBAAQN, “without, not”.

o (f. 81V) wa.: Zhll: - should be written a®a.Zh(l-T, “she didn’'t get”.

E. The quotative marker “A” should not be written separately

o (f. 3V) oagedhlhgePov-: h should be written amag°sdh-lnge P ov-k, “if
you find them,”.

o (f. 21" 7k+»: h should be written a3+ A, “(to) the king”.

o (f. 51" “9¢ £9°: h should be written a%?C £9°A, “(to) Mary”.

o (f. 53") 7S a: A should be written ag/h’¥A, “but we”.

o (f. 53 1Ce: A should be written adC %A, “(you) choose”.

o (f. 55V 149°: A should be written a34%9"A, “(in a) monastery”.

o (f. 80") £NA: A should be written a&-1AA, “he said”.

F. Splitting intended word into two separated morplological units which may or may

not have meaning.

o (f. 27F) @-I: 0 should be written a®-1:0<¢ (), “and observe”.

o (f. 35\") @NA%1: N should be written a@A’7-1-HA, “therefore, thus”.

o (f. 40V®) A°M.h: NhC should be written a&?H.A(1hC, “God”.

o (f. 51V%) wAaov-: 717, should be written a@a av-7-k7,, “and they”.

o (f. 57V chov-: A should be written aghov-Q1, “Thursday”.

o (f.65°) w&M: A% should be written a® £0L.A%, “he told me”.

o (f. 70/ 49°0770: N should be written a&9°0’701, “from insanity”.

o (f. 85\) men-I: 0947 should be written a@ao-+0<2 47, “and ascetic/patient”.
o (f. 100\)) NV: ¢ should be written a8V, “they”.

(f. 111V) A®:: av- should be written a8 P av-, “carrying’.

o
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o (f. 1488 (1:>£: A should be written al:> 2.4, “by power”.

4.1.6 Philological Errors

4.1.6.1 Scribal Errors

The first and fourth orders a&f, «h, O, (I, A, h, N, &, m, 4, & are very difficult to
distinguish throughout thgadl. Besides, he sometimes has difficulty in distisging the
first versus the sixth ordem{ A) in a word. In many case8 and(l are very hard to

distinguish.

At first | thought that the scribe of thggdl might be from Bgray but with a mother tongue
interference causing him to writestpeqal” for “ystbeqal” (for instance, in the Eastern Zone
of Togray and some other places afgfay people say “qalo” for “gqalo” [= roasted barley
wheat or corn,]; “gadam” for “qgadam” [=Saturdaykafar” for “kafar” [= traditional hand-
sewn basket-like container used for carrying figsjd so on). Or as Professor Getatcfigw
notes, the scribe might be from other regions bidftia (other than the Semitic speakers of
Togray or Anhara), most probably a non-Semitic speakers (fotam®, Saho, Oromo,
Kambata, Walayta, Hadiyya, Sidama, etc). Now | amvinced from the scribal errors he

committed that the scribe of thggidl is a non-Semitic speaker. He writes:

0 AhPav [agami (f. 1V instead ofhPer Jfagama /, “ he made them stand”

o 897 /gadami (f. 5\°, f. 10\?) instead ofP 4<%, /qadami, “before”

0 A74 /onsd (f. 211°) instead ofa7( jans4, “but you”

o o277 /wa-mmimd (f. 30V/) instead ofw“7.o» / wa-mmimd , “or”

o n.Pu-A4 /kiyahu-sa/(f. 73) instead of..U-( /kiyahu-ss3 “but for him”. For further

scribal errors see the following table.

1% Getatchew, 2010, p. 47.
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Table 2: Scribal Error

=

Folio No. Corrupt Appropriate Gloss
word writing
f. 1V LA0FA L0PAa avenge
f. 1V hdavo hdav let (them) stand
f. 1\V° P8 _go. 8, av. before/earlier
f. 1\}{“ f.5F, .5V, f. | whP9°Pov- | @hdg°Pov- they made them stan(
1‘7.14ra, f. 70V F 4. 00, ¢ 4.007, before
f. 4r° + P A Py they were killed
f. 5r° 7ehG 0 70101 but we
f. 5V, f. 10V, f. 11\, f. | 8oy P8y before
23V, f. 62P, f. 67V
f. 6V 02T od-N-r guards
f. 717 neAa nea kofla (personal name)
f. 7V Pl 6 Pvl 61 his affliction/torture
f. 7V A7, Ay you also
f. 8V 0TI P, o TP P17, and the epiphany
f. 9r° 7ehG 0 70101 but we
f. 9V VW& | A0 but you
f. 101 OHhPI°P OhPI°P they let her stand
f. 211 EYY a0 are you a priest
f.21r A74 K70 I
f. 301 He 4.9 ¢ He 1d. 4L which is allowed
f. 30V 779 Yoo or
f. 447 o5 P 1P behold
f. 487 0NAa i when
f. 51V hec heC air
f. 52V° o o &N and eyelash or eyelid
f. 52\ AP qeov. Adq°ov. he made them stand
f. 53r hP9° P ov. APg° P av- they made them stan(
f. 53r TehGOA 7eh10A but we
f. 53V, f. 53V, f.54F | hcoks ncots Christianity
f. 53\ hao noo as, like
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Folio No. Corrupt word | Appropriate | Gloss
writing
f. 54V L eNG LNy it is better for us
f. 58V OhFPI°D ohdI P they made him stang
f. 65r° h1 nrtr you
f. 671 ANPS ANPY our fathers
f. 67V Hh"9p- Hhyv- like that
f. 70V AL o9 Adar-9v | stand
f. 72V lov- P} (lov-¢-}- by the heat
f. 738 h.eu-Aa h.eun but him
f. 730 £. 74P | ohF 14 oh7 0 but you
f. 73r Ly, 597, before
f. 73\ neea neea but me
f. 741 OhF ohP® he made him stand
f. 75¢ 1. 75V | o@-A-kq on-A1l0 but he
75P° A7Hq A73q but you
f. 75V hovqd hov( if really, if
f. 777 PPy PPy, lasting, permanent
f. 82 79740 av’74.0 spirit
f. 83F° ANy ANav because, since
f. 84 AP T h.oT life
f. 861° An7YY. Ao, be it this ... or that
f. 133\ a9y ey oo 9°YCYY. and our teacher alsa

4.1.6.2 Orthographic Errors

The G ‘oz language has twenty-six letters. These ardl, 1, £, U, o, ll, <h, “1, m, ¢, 1, A,

av w0 0,4, 4,0, P, 4 Q0 T, 4 T. Out of these the interchanging of the following
pairs/groups of letter in a word brings about ogtfaphic errors and often meaning change.
1) [U,ch,"1] 2) [,0] 3) [A,0] 4) [A,0]. The scribe of Gadlakaw [Fourth Part] didn’t pay
serious attention to orthographic errors. He hasrited many mistakes. To check whether
the orthography of all the words found in tlyadl are correct or appropriate | consulted

Kidana Wald's (1948 A.M.) Méhafa sawasv wa-gpss wa-mazgaba qalaaddis A Book of
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Grammar and Verbs and a New Dictionary of Word€slau’s (2010 oncise Dictionary of
Ge‘ez (Classical Ethiopi¢land Dillmann’s (2005Fthiopic Grammar(2"® ed.). Here is a list

of cases where misspelling causes a meaning change

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

Instead ofw76-§ av- “He destroyed them”, the scribe wratd & chav- (f. 7). 1671

means “destroy”, wherea®& <h means “be clean”.

Instead ofhr 4 “path, sole of foot”, the scribe wrokend. (f. 9r) “to tie”.

Instead ofAlT9°V<4 “he taught”, the scribe wrothO-9°hd (f. 15v°) “he was
merciful”.

Instead of?AHov- “their quarrel /disputing”, the scribe wrotBdHoo- (f. 40r°) “their

nature, custom”.

Instead ofl¥44.2 “was stained”, the scribe wrote.4 2 (f. 50r") “was absolved
or pardoned”.

Instead of- 1% “They thought/considered”, the scribe wrete\® (f. 56r°, f. 65r7)
“They sang; they bribed”.

Instead oinNA Y “he lacks”, the scribe wro@ A% (f. 57v°) “he wore his shoe”.
Instead ofldAAh: “that | requested or prayed”, the scribe writgadh- (f. 70r°)
“that | drew”.

Instead ofch-1A “string, rope, cord”, the scribe wrotd-lA (f. 116F) “be bold,

dare”.

10)Instead ofz-*-l “hungry”, the scribe wrot€ (1 (f. 137F) “wide”.
11)Instead ofa<h-t “one”, the scribe wrot&:>- (f. 146\P) “sisters”.
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Table 3 Orthographic Errors

Folio No. Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss
orthography

f. 12 ) Ahé- his soldiers

f. 1V AAdho- AR 10 to brethren

f. 3r ALI° A 2RI N the governor

f. 3V° Wh 5. s 8- they went around

f. 42 @72 chov- 05 ov- he destroyed them

f. 5\° 14 T ch-4- [do] you go

f. 5V 7110 7eh10) but we

f. 6r° n+4¢ nve there

f. 7V CPNG:P Cpprgo had them flog him

f. 8r° oM @-0m In

f. 8r° o1, Nov- @0 h (oo [they] pulling

f. 8 ARg° 2RO governor

f. 8r° 70 Ve king

f. 8V 010h O1/7h and he took

f. 9r h(O/l, hw/. path, sole of foot

f. 9V T LY T8 80 you are better than

f. 15\ ANT9° hé AN-F9°V0L he taught

f. 17V AP A THP they caught her

f. 20F° @710 ®7h0 and we

f. 21V OhwlY OhOlT, he arrested me

f. 22V dz v il 0T mixing, mingling

f. 23V “InNh'r- An-nn'r do you think...?

f. 257, f. 51V, f. T 7ch we

101V, f. 112V}, 1.

113V

f. 25V, f. 108V AP, 0Ps. herald

f. 26 NG 7CY9 T law, canon, doctrine

f. 26V’ ha-L O£ [4-Th] court of [justice]

f. 281 o700 @7k 0 but the king

f. 341 T hhSL one

f. 40P 9 dHov- 9 AHaov- their quarrel
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Folio No. Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss
orthography

f. 40V 0977 727 arrogant

f. 427 O hAC 019G and misery

f. 50°° EWAd RN was stained

f. 55\ 0 h0L- 0- 10,0~ upon him

f. 55\° A w0 three

f. 561 NLnhS 0% well

f. 561° AIhED A1) don't leave

f. 56r°, f. 65P AhAL 2Ty they thought/considered

f. 561 WA, Ph T hoo- DA, P71 hav- he didn’t deprive them

f. 56\ L1 dollche PEYNDN they rejoice

f. 57V Nh» e by flesh

f. 57V DAY ®ONARY he lacked

f. 58F Al AT 1o do not look for

f. 601 OONACP OWAC D they lacerated him

f. 62r° 200, LA he prays

f. 62V AhSm 1%m little

f. 63° “1%2.0 h%.0 new

f. 64V ®hP 0 100 and he thought

f. 65\° way p, a"e heaven

f. 66V, f. 79V, f. | hnd AWl [AwC)] trace

82V, f. 146V

f. 68r° “l00 hoo he visited

f. 69V, f.133V | 77110 700 but we

f. 70r° H”1AA Tk HAAA N that i requested or praye

f. 717 AMOCD ATOCP they humiliated him

f. 75F iy nwq e, well, finely

f. 761 LA ch L0 ch he praises/ let him praisg

f. 76\/ ADICA, AhI°A, of Hamle

f. 77V 0T "y oot it was ruined or
destroyed

f. 78V AL h'Y ALY redeem us
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Folio No. Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss
orthography

f. 79° o T0Pm o T1Pm he practised trade

f. 80V AL ARG 17 AT 17 their [39 per. pl. fem]
redemption

f. 80V, f. 85¢, .88V, | Aco- O (#C%1) | doctrine, tradition

f. 1447, f. 144

f. 80V, f. 83V, f.84F |y 7 (277) goodness, beauty

f. 81° | il to

f. 81F @A hrvl, Oh. 1V, you [2" per. sing. fem]
do not search

f. 81V Tch v v T she looks for

f. 821 I1PC T AHPC LT Apostles

f. 82V agee wye . they agreed

f. 82V LA hPA Lo LA be powerful

f. 82V¢ oOCh oG moon, month

f. 82V RaA 4. Ao dhé. from the book

f. 83F, f. 86V, f. 072 wq g, good

135V, f. 146V

f. 83F° OHAY® 1%.00%, ®OHAI® hS.07% and from New
[Testament]

f. 83° ohO. 1 oh?L A1 evident, visible

f. 83r 00-0-1 0201 astonishing

f. 847 A 00T bread

f. 84V 004 074 ten

f. 84V 7Y -l Tyl lamp, light

f. 84V N30T (o039 poot in the kingdom

f. 84V Ao 301 A3 poels for kingdom

f. 84V’ AIC LNl AP LL after

f. 84 ORI° Ll ORI° Ll and after

f. 84V PR €1 éolih he rejoices

f. 85r° YL TYYLL tower, fort

f. 85¢r° 900G 990C association, assembly

f. 85\/ hC 4G good, excellent

f. 85V T h0ChH T0CH your association
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Folio No. Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss
orthography

f. 85V @ LT hoN o L1100 they wash

f. 85V NnonN-1- N0+ by the washing of

f. 86V O hLTN 0 1LPA but few

f. 86V L héol)- L1l after him

f. 86V av(\ (A7 aow 47 their base or model

f. 86V O 101 ORN. 77T let us not violate or abolis

f. 86\° Foh L2074 80y it is better for us

f. 877 7L 7eh'L we also

f. 87V, f. 130V ohnhTo, oA, light a lamp or a torch

f. 881 Phe:C P 1eC dwells or spends the nigH

f. 92r NA“L Py Trinity

f. 921 A0y P Awy e they did better

f. 92r nny 0 % by the goodness, beauty

f. 92V av (ot avw ot base, foundation

f. 94°° 161 it rams

f. 94r HACGO- Hw G0 who establish

f. 94r HA.chAP HA.- 109 who didn’t think or
consider

f. 970, f. 111V hoNN AZ0N he tightened or put a straif

f. 100° AL10C A Ldho-C he didn’'t go

f. 101\ av WPt AP L his end

f. 104F cha, 10, think

f. 107V et w) o executioners, soldiers of
the guard

f. 109F OhPh7 O IPR7 (and) sinners

f. 110F W, N chy, that you ask me

f. 111\ oN-I- a1 pressure, strait

f. 116F 104 AA string, cord, rope

f. 117F av-qz:57% av- 2,17 prisoners

f. 117F AH-ch, N7 many, numerous

f. 117V YA v1liln he established it
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Folio No. Corrupt Appropriate | Gloss
word orthography
f. 118F YA 121l they were established
f. 118F o FAVA | oo FPIVA clement, merciful
f. 118V, f. 126f, f. 132V Ne9YYy 2Ry governors
f. 119° he re he went around
f. 119° +04- Pwi§. he punished her
f. 1197 NooPas-t | NooPwest by punishment
f. 1209 01y (chHY by grief, sorrow
f. 120V, f. 129¢F hPh 1P A they lacked
f. 121° G VA2 N VA2 he created it [the earth]
f. 122V T o g VY you look for
f. 123P Adhlk A1k they began
f. 123V ATk hdvl: one [fem.]
f. 125\, f. 132V, f. 132V, f. | AP w il PT troops
133V, f. 134F, f. 135F,
f. 1408
f. 125\ 190 T ch - they retreated/stepped
aside
f. 126F AchS N’y ATSN7 for few
f. 1277 o110 h o177 e they rose up
f. 127V IPL AhPL walking
f. 128F 1AL AL was built
f. 128V NN, A0, Trinity
f. 130F h el DL power, might
f. 130V Ahm.hT 1At sin
f. 131° A.hLF A1) they didn’t leave
f. 131° Ahdho- AA” 10 for brethren
f. 131° Ah5%m 19m few
f. 131V Tchlm T 1Lm he was deceived/persuad
f. 132P S YA hé- soldiers
f. 132° ®hAl @7 10C. and misery
f. 132V, f. 133V Advti®oo. | k- 1P ov- they caught them
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Folio No. Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss
orthography

f. 133F A9°h age from

f. 134V AhAm7 15m’7 few

f. 135 ® Ll ché. ® L1144 they will be ashamed

f. 136V hho- Aa- brethren

f. 136V Hchld.f 149 who chose

f. 137¢ HdA L oo n-10 L novo- whom you thought

f. 1377 Cchl C el hungry

f. 137° AhchHov- A~ 'illovo- he caught them

f. 137V oP015:P oPwe P they flogged him

f. 1381 hdha-? A 10 my brethren

f. 138° A70A AT R he stood

f. 1397 Cchrv (Se Y2y he looks for

f. 1397 /. YA LI and hunger

f. 140° A8 hchL one

f. 140¢° TACO Twco were set/established

f. 140V o fhAP oP1IAP destroyed

f. 141° ®Ahhoo- MA" 1 oo- he caught them

f. 141V hchli- A~k they hold

f. 141\, f. 142F | e.h(i9 ov- -1 0 o P av- they searched them

f. 141\ HOA HOZ they arrived

f. 143F hCho AC 10 he opened

f. 1447 01 (1 o % A modesty

f. 145¢F AN 1Y Alh? he allowed us

f. 145 Pholao, PO L, they cried

f. 145\ 90 20C suffering

f. 145\ o Thof o0 she cries

f. 146P (1 h P ov- - 10,17 ov- upon them

f. 146V Pchrrmy Py oy they searched us

f. 146V AT hhl one

f. 146\ Lch L0 Lo it will be better for him

f. 1481 OG0 hF DG hY the glad/joyful/pleasant
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There is a discrepancy of writing tife ancientandlater period scribes on the Causative
Stems of the Personal Prefixes of the Imperfeall @unbjunctive) if their first radical is an
Aspirates /Gutturals. The Aspirates or guttural$Girioz language aréa/, /0/, /V/, /h/,
/7] or [?1, 51, Inl, ki, Ix/ respectively in IPA. For example, &iwod. jamaré/ the first radical
A is an aspirate. Let me compare thidls ways of writing, with that of Kidana Wald
Kofle’'s (1948 A.M.) Mashafa sawasw wa-gss wa-mazgaba qaldiaddis (modern book).
However, before | compare these let me give the$oof wordhaod. jamara/ andhaavd.
/a’améra/ according to KWH*.

1) hovld. jammard/ L H9°C jya’emnor/), “to point out, show demonstrate”.

2) hovldo jamaraPad°C jyadammnor/: SAI°C /ys’amor/), “to know, understand”.

3) hhool, j@omard/ Ph9°C jyaamnor/ @ PAI°C /yaomor/), “He let someone
know/understand”.

Now let us see the Imperfect of the wand»d. jamard/ with all the Subject Pronouns
prefixes comparing the Tscentury (normal) spelling against KWK. The spejngiven in
Dillmann correspond to the £5-century norm.

KWK 15"-Century Spelling Gloss
At hh9°C AhIP°C | know/will know
hr Th9°C Fho°C You [2" p.sg.m.] know/will know
Al +h9°s FhoI°e You [2" p.sg.f. ] know/will know
o-h-l: PhI°C PhI°C He knows/will know
Lhl: Tho°C Fho°C She knows/will know
7ch hoec ThI°C We know/will know
A7l ov- +hI°4 FhI4- You [2" p.pl.m.] know/will know
L +h9o e FhI e You [2" p.pl.f. ] know/will know
®-A-f-ov- Pho°4- PhI°4 They [3%.pl.m.] know/will know
@Aty PhI° (- PhI° (- They [3° p.pl.f. ] know/will know

The same is true for other words whose first rddibagin with aspirates. Examples: Y.
(chwd) Cf. Lho-C/Pchm-C; 2) 044. Cf. LOCH/COCE; 3) “10é. Cf. LTIN/C71AG; 4)
voh Cf. Cva-n/CU@-1

15 Kidana Wald, 1998 A.M., pp. 228-229.
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Dillmann'®® argues that the correct or appropriate writingjgh, A, §, (Ph9°C, Fh9°C,
ALJ°C, Th?°C) and he considered those writings of the lateibes®, -, A, 7, (PAI°C,
Th9°C, hh9°C, 1h9°C) as less accurate as follows:

A farther deterioration in the mode of writing,another but similar case, appeared later
in less accurate manuscripts: the Personal Prefikélse Imperfect (and Subjunctive),
which in the Causative Stems afe J~, A, &, are written®, -, &, %, by later
scribes, when the first radical is an Aspirate gose they clearly thought that @abefore

an Aspirate is somewhat prolonged, without anyhfarnotification being required, and
that there is accordingly no difference in pronation betweerf0C% andf0C%-.

According to my observations, Dillmann’s descriptidoes indeed correspond to the
common usage of Iscentury scribes. Modern authors and grammarian&wbz;
however, tend to favour like that of KWK , that B, -, A, 7, (PAY°C, ThI°C,
hh?°C, 1h9°C). Hence, as this manuscript is a medieval mamtsicis not uncommon
to find orthographic writings like that of Dillmar\s a result, | didn’t consider them as
errors in my edition but as variants of writingllBaings are some examples but not all.

Ph9°C (f. 1)

ThooC (. 61

Lho-<. (f. 6, (f. 11V),
Jh9ee (£, 36\, (f. 36V)
Lh9°s (. 370)

FhI°C (f. 44

Fh9vy (. 44V

Fh9o¢ (f. 46V)

. P (1,480
10. w2 hAL (f. 48P

©CooNoOk~whE

4.1.6.3 Dittographic Error

Dittography is the accidental, erroneous act oéading a letter, word, phrase or combination
of letters by a scribe or copyist. The scribe @ tfadl committed some dittographic errors.
This error is natural for any scribe, yet he haddeneelatively few errors of this kind as
compared to other kinds of errors, for instancéhagraphic error or subject-verb-agreement
errors.

Examples:

1) (f. 4% h9°h9°0m instead of A9°Om, “escape”.

1% Dillmann, 2005, pp. 91-92.
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2) (f. 11\") Hh A instead of ldhMAh:, “that | lack”.
3) (f. 22 AP ar, instead of A>m- “brethren”. For a full list of the dittographicrers
committed in this corpus see the following table.
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Table 4: Dittographic Error

Folio Corrupt word Appropriate Gloss

No. writing

f. 4/ A9°h9°am AyeOam escape

.11V | Hh i H- 1A that | lack

f. 2217 hDDom- hADm- brethren

f. 30r oAkl a-hok: was

f. 34\/ AAARA AARA to who(m)

f. 41\f A7 Lb: (A7 TRV oo L that he said about them
[repetition]

.51 | AheheSu- N5 V- his foot, forefoot

f.56V" | AAN AN his heart

f. 577 @ A& chih P oo- ®AAA h P ao- they brought them

f.58° | whhNhén? oAN4HT and Abakarazun

.58V | A.e7 1 A P71 they didn’t stop

f. 597 OOA” 7 OAr7I while

f.64r° | ohoh0 P2 OO 1P LP he accused him

f. 661° heheh19° hhO9® | worsen

f. 69r° HHLAA HLAA that says

.87V | 77 tin 7t bo”lih we rejoice

f. 917 o-m-h-k: -k is

f. 91 "TOANY: 1 TIL04" o those who learn
[repetition]

f. 96V’ HAHAHNH P av- HAHNP ov- whom they commanded

them

f.100° | AMAANMC AMANNC Lord or God

f. 1047 | weLho-ho-L OLAD-L: he goes around

f. 109V | A FOA2%-AhA ATO8-A don’t you prostrate?

f.115° | Ah7N2 ov- A7 P av- their tears

f.116F | "Hew7" [repetition] _ time, period

f. 116V | "$7Fh-1 [repetition] _ jealousy

f. 135¢ Y YRl 0L L it became great thunder|
AN L: @AAG: @OCTYL: in the sky [the sun] was
A4 [repetition] darken and the moon at

night
f. 137V | "Towo-a:0: A LMNLACo0-: AP but he didn’t say okay tq

A4.F Lov-" [repetition]

their will/wish
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4.1.6.4 Haplographic Error
Haplography(from Greek: haplo- 'single’ + -graphy ‘writingdlso known as lipography, is a

scribal or typographical error where a letter cougr of letters that should be written twice is
written once. The opposite of haplography is ditapipy. The scribe of this corpus (MS H) had
the following haplographic errors. He wrote:

a) @& (f. 2r°) instead of-A-l:: A7+, “this/ that brother”.

b) @-A704 (f. 10°) instead ofp-&-l:: ~A7(14, “the lion”.

c) aAm-A-§ (f. 11\P) instead ofnm-a-t:: A-~, “for this/ that brother”.
d) No-AN% T (f. 61°) instead ofd(7-k:): @-&-k:: N1%T, “this cave is”.
e) a0l (f. 717 instead ofa-tm.: @-0-I, “[You] enter to”.

f) geanh (f. 71P) instead o¥®naA: Nh., “with that”,

g) Ho-&9-T (f. 72V) instead ofl@-0-1-: &4+, “inside the street”.
h) A7 Th9°C (f. 75F) instead oth7-1: -Fh9°C, “You know”.

i) NOCAN (f. 76F) instead oNOC-T: CAd:, “his hair”.

i) 702 (f. 88V) instead ofiew: 7-(12n, “toarrive”.

Generally speaking he is not a good scribe. Therenany, many errors of all sort.
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4.2 Linguistic Enquiries
4.2.1 Sound Change

4.2.1.1 The change of first order [&] to fourth or@r [a] or / &/ > /a/
In this corpus, MS H, there are various sound charfgpm/a/ to /a/ most probably due to the
scribe’s mother tongue interference as s/he israSwamitic speaker. In the following examples,

the words which are written in the first order aoerect words of & az.

Examples:

a) (f. 1V®) L0 /ystbechl / > &1-0LFPA / yatbepl/, “he avenges”; &/ > /al.
b) (f. 1V7) hdev [ aggma / >hPav Jacamd, “he had them stand”;d/ > /al.

c) (f. 5, f. 10 ¢4“%. /qadami > 4% /qadami, “before”; /a/ > /al.

d) (f. 4°) +a. ftacgtiu/ > P FA. /tacptlu/, “they were killed™; /a/ > /al.

e) (f. 5r) 7ah0 /nohnassd > 7ahG( /nohnassd, “they were killed”; /a/ > /al.
f) (f. 6V7) 00T /‘acgbt/ > 0PN/ ‘agabt/, “guards”; /a/ > /al.

g) (f. 7V® K7+t lantni/ > R72+7, /antani/, “you also”; /a/ > /al.

h) (f. 30\%) w?%.eo /wammimd/ > @°2.77 /wammine/, “or”; / &/ > /al.

4.2.1.2 The change [iya] toalya] or [iya] to [aya]
There are also some examples of same sounds hawongossible spellings. These changes are
common even to any person in his/her daily writiklpwever, the first one in each of the

following pairs is considered as correct one. Térée of this MS made the following changes.

a) (f. 26V7) NA. Phavl. [z4-i-yaomard/ >HA Phavd. [ zaZayaomara/, “he didn't
know”; iya >oya.

b) (f. 277 o, Phov-( /wa-kiyakomu-ssd/ >wh.fhov-0 /wa-keyakomu-ssd, “but for
you”; iya >oya.

c) (f. 31A) wA. LPCN- /wé-i-yaqrabu/ >0k LPC(F /wa-a-yaqrabu, “not to come
closer”; iys > aya.

d) (f. 31°) A.L%0Mh /wa-i-yonesh / > 0k LENM / WA- 3 -yonesh /, “will not
repent”; iy > ayo.
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e) (f. 48V) A.P¢h I'iyariko/ >& P Joyarika, “Jericho”; iya >oya.

f) (f. 72V) oA LP-NA /wa-iyoq abl/ >@&A &P /wa-ayaq abl, “not
diminished”; iy > ays.

9) (f. 76P) A LGP /wa-iyaft awo/ >0k 412 /wa- ayaft awd, “he didn't
want”; iya >aya.

h) (f. 81F) A.LNOC /’i-yos'ar/ >R LNOC /’a-yas‘ar, “he didn’t break”; iy > oya.

i) (f. 83V") h.Pv- /kiyahu/ >h.fV- / keyahu, “for him”; iya > oya.

Other sound changes seen in this MS include thewoig:

o (f. 1V® 4. /diho/ >4.0"° dibo/; h > b.
o (f. 38°) mAhd. /wdafa/ >wUé. /wahafa /? > h.

4.2.1.3 Deletion

In linguistics, a deletion or elision is the omdssiof one or more sounds (such as a vowel, a
consonant, or a whole syllable) in a word or phrdseGo‘az as it is a syllabically written
language, we can have either a consonant or abkyl{aonsonant plus a vowel) deletion. We
don’t have a vowel deletion. In this MS the scrnibade many deletions. Examples:

o (f. 11P) w14V /wégarihd to mean@A146U+ /wé-sgarihy, “his leg”. The deleted
syllable is’a.

o (f. 127 - /yoti/ to mean@a-t: /ya'oti/, “she”. The deleted sound (consonantpis

o (f. 12\P) Aot /olotdl to meanhde?- /ollontd/, “they”. The deleted sound (consonant)
is /nl.

o (f. 19A) 2”07 /mosnd to mean9°NA.7 /moslend, “with us”. The deleted sound
(syllable) is /-le/. For the complete list of débets of the MS look at the table below.

'%® Today, there is a place called Maryam Dibo, a Siejth monastery, in Easteragfay which is some 20 kms

east of Wugro. | suggest thHatho might be its ancient name.
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Table 5: Deletion

Folio No. Word containing Correct writing Gloss
deletion

f. 11V oY 000y at that time

f. 16V loch Al-ch palm of hand

f. 197 OAAN, OAAAREY, and for them

f. 19V oA Tw OA7h-O [NCN1:£77] | neophyte

f. 270 A9+ ARG do not fear

f. 297 o whon and secondly

f. 34V e L let them be

f. 437 ey Mhey being

f. 52r o0 o0’ 1CP they stoned him

f. 56\ A9°UC APPUIC from country

f. 62° Pov ¢ Lo before

f. 63 LA0A LAN0A be superior

f. 647 oA70 O0A7 10 but regarding

f. 677 HVA HavA who is able

f. 671 AlA A70A without

f. 6817 HA h HOZ ch who reached

f. 681 H9°A H9°OA together with

f. 69V oo, ohlm. they entered

f. 70° All A7 while

f. 70° nay NART others

f. 70V AgCA-l APA Wl the coming of

f. 70V A7 ALY for the sake of

f. 717 o7y OAYL for us

f. 73 LA h CNAh reaches

f. 73V 0% NAY lack

f. 73\ AzlPoo- AY°LP oo- from them

f. 73V 5L 7750, delayed
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Folio No. Word containing Correct writing Gloss
deletion

f. 74r Ah Anh until

f. 75° ol e.nhe ol Lo and regarding what
resembles that

f. 7517 oo o L0 he said to him

f. 75°° Na-t (Y about

f. 77V RER T anyr&Ln so that we will to be
blessed

f. 77V HP oo Hhdav who let someone stand

f. 871 o1 0187 they left

f. 87V H73¢h W703Rch that we reach

f. 87V, f. oA7H oNA7 1N thus, therefore

89, f. 93P

f. 93F° @Y ®h?%Y at that time

f. 977 7, 7 h7, and we

f. 98r° lov770 lov774.0 by a spirit

f. 98° AP ST AP G.A7 for the saints

f. 100V avp( 8. av'ih - monks

f. 108V Na- NAA-T request

f. 113° ey L0y it is better for us

f. 121° ACP ACRP likeness

f. 1217 DA NA DA NVA they couldn’t

f. 132P A ALHA for the people

f. 132 Ik @CU- 1 fear

f. 132V HAlR 9 ov- HAHNNN P ov- whom | ordered

f. 132V HANN P ov- HAHHD P ov- whom | ordered

f. 140r AY°] A9°-10 from

f. 144V °0A, I°0A.Y with us

f. 147P NaJ-r+ Nade It by prayers

f. 148P 4.2 4.2 0v- they completed

f. 148V o0 ohdl0 but one
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4.2.1.4 Epenthesis or Insertion
Epenthesis inserts a sound into a w@Epenthesiss from Greekepi- 'in addition' +en'in' +

thesis'placing'.}*” The scribe of this corpus made a few such insestio

a) (f. 41\°)) oAk > ohNo-h, waab' o> wdabowa o, “he let him in”.

b) (f. 441) *a-+PLP- > J0-t@PLP-, tastawadyo > tastivawacbyo, “you accuse”.
c) (f. 49V¥) waAA7L > oRNARTL, wakalamni > waekal’ aroni, “others also”.

d) (f. 75¥) @1 \lA > o1 (1Ah, wagaba > wagaks’a, “he entered”.

e) (f. 76\°) ®h.00.29° > @h.APB.IY°, wailasagam > waldyasagam, “or to the left”.

4.2.1.5 Metathesis

Metathesis (from Greetetaesis'transposition, change of sides’) is the transpposdf sounds;
it is a change in which sounds exchange positioite wne another within a wotd The

following metatheses were found in this corpus, WS

a) (f. 31V) NA. L-A\ch /zAseybhu/ to sayl L0l /zAysebhul/, “they prais&
b) (f. 46F) ch&avav- [hadomamu/ to sashew Lav-/hamadomu/, “their ash”
c) (f. 76P°) C+7A Ira§’ ol to sayGh» [ra’a8/, “head”

d) (f. 100F) AQNAP /abakowal to sayhlAnP /abdokwal, “I let her enter”

4.2.1.6 Unnecessary Addition of Conjunctions or Prepositioa

The scribe of this corpus added many unnecessanjyrodions or prepositions towards,which
may either change the meaning of the sentencesikbe the words meaningless. For instance, let
us look the following unnecessary addition of cowfions that bring meaning change.

a) (f. 9°) @LNAPov-: APSAT: THIN: ATOOAh:: 9°0: Adow: (10A:
@-A-l::: The meaning of this sentence i&nd they say to the saints, “We don’t come
out. Today is a holiday. However, the meaning of this sentence will be gednwhen

'*7 Campbell, 1998, p. 33
%% bid, p. 37.
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we omit the conjunctiond”. @LMLALov-: PSAT: Th'10: AT®0A:: P9°0:
ANoo: (10A: o-A-k:: Hence, the meaning of this sentence becondesl the saints
said to them, “We don’t come out. Today is a hagfitla

(f. 14°) @Pd: hoo: @AI-1: @1ovFL0:: The meaning of this sentence isle"
was severely ill and many and was in distre$te wordw- (11 needs a passive verb
as a complement not a verb with a conjunction. Harethe grammar of this sentence
becomes clear if we delete the conjunctia’.“ Thus, the meaning o PP: heov:

o (IH-1: Too’7L(]:: becomesHe was severely ill and was in many distresses

Besides, the following unnecessary additions chamige meanings of the sentences.

c)

(f. 122F) @0A71NHh: Hhdot: -0 oldhll: Wrt: wae:: The meaning of

this sentence is“Therefore, whashe went to him and obtained this "allhis is not
meaningful. But when the wordi” is omitted its meaning becomes grammatically
acceptable‘Therefore, she went to him and obtained thi$ all.

The complete lists of the unnecessary additionsoafunctions or prepositions made in

this MS were listed below.
o (f. 11\") @ 10.v- instead of 10LU-, “to him”
o (f. 17") DA, 7071 £ instead ofa.7A% £, “we didn't prostrate”
o (f. 34V) AAAA instead oflaA, “for whom”
o (f. 46V9) lenAZ, instead ofvrAZ,, “razor”

o (f. 49P) AAA. instead ofaA., “these”
o (f. 50\") FOd 1 instead o An-E:, “three”

o (f. 56\") AAN instead ofA\N, “his heart”

o (f. 597 wwa 7Nl instead ofwa’71, “while”

o (f. 63F) A~ 10U~ instead of 10LU~, “to him”

o (f. 68F) 0w L0LA- instead ofw £0.A., “they say”

o (f. 70P) A& instead oft, “one”

o (f. 71\") Ava@-I instead olA®-T-, “it exists”

o (f. 74P°) @h P v instead oth P ev, “he let him stand”
o (f. 86r) htanh instead ofanh, “until”
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o (f. 90v®) H¥S-0 instead ofP 4-0, “blessed”

o (f. 90V") a7%.9h instead of7¢7h., “let’s bring it back”
o (f. 116\") AL+ instead of<, “children”

o (f. 120Ff) @A.9°7°F instead ofh.9° 7+, “nothing”

o (f. 140V) (1~ ,20- instead of#».20~, “his flesh”

4.2.2 Lack of Compounding Morpheme // or [-&]

In Go‘az language compound nouns can be formed in van@ys. For instance, a compound
noun can be formed by adding /e/ to words which wittd /i:/ while eliminating the final /i:/.

Examples:

o0 AAA. /sdlail + w4 e /Sannay becomesiidh.: WG L /sdlae sannay, “satan”.
0 @vladh, /marai/+ @717 /mangst/ becomesandach,: @v} ) /701 /marde
mangést/, “leader or president”.

Or at times it can be formed by adding /-or /-& to the final consonant of the first noun. For
example:ch? /hogy + @» 7071 /mangst/ becomesch: @o’771 771/ hoggd mangst/,
“constitution”. We have other forms of compound nseun G ‘oz but we simply combine the
two nouns together. Examples:

o Jo0h ftaokal + (1L /samay becomestoh: (77 /taoka samay, “heavenly
kingdom”

0 @40 /woddasé + 07k /kantd becomesm-4a0.: W7-k: /woddase kantu, “vain
glory”.

The scribe of thigadl seems not to be wise to put the correct compognaiorpheme for the
following nouns. Hence, the first pairs of wordspeessions in each of the following folios were
wrongly written.

a) (f. 277) 9°A&-T: O for P°AA-T: hOT /mol otd hassat/

b) (f. 277) woé 1N-t: %ev? for wo6IN-1: GavQ jwasogbta ‘amzal

c) (f. 69V) Nld: oLt for NNL: Lol /kobrda wahoywatd/

d) (f. 1097) @odwaf: AN NNC for avPwast: R AANMIC /magafta
Hgziakoher/

e) (f. 112F) AaM-N: 0C for AchM: OC /ahzabd sar/

) (f. 119V) ahH: AMANMC for chHO: AN ANhC /hozbd dgziakwher
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0) (f. 120F) AVré: olha-CT for AVKL: o0ho-CT /ahgud wa-baawertd/
h) (f. 1230) A C%F: 9°7a0G for N 2CY91: 9°ra0G /b&or ata monk“asna/
) (f. 123F) A&Pt: AAWD7 for APt N> /sarawitdbozuhard/

4.2.3 Subject-verb-disagreement

4.2.3.1 Gender Confusion

i, (f. 3°) @AN: M&h: OLAL: OAT: 7ok Tr: RP°LAL: U1:
ao’p Yol R4 ANCYT:: “Then while arriving that time, the king stood frdms
royal kingdom Dabra 8han’ -I7svh, “they [3? per.pl.fem.] stood should be
7k, “he stood.

i. (f.59V) CMLALT: Nhov: L% ATF»: OLACE: Nov: adPYCT::
“And they told them to prostrate themselves to kivegy and revile the name of their
teacher.”m £A'C4-, “and let them [ per. pl. masc.] revile should bew £& C4-, “and
let them [3 per. pl. fem.] revil&

i. (f. 60°) @h“: ANAARIY: Ao-0%: APWLY: NANT:: HPPE: 0NRCL:
(lenA:: “Likewise, they did for the second; they burned lheeasts by a blazing
candle and they lacerated her by a razeiAC 2, “and they lacerated him” should be
o ACP, “and they lacerated her”.

iv. (f. 60°) @ha-0LP: MON: Adh: L7€L:: “And they burned her again till it
blazes."@hm-0 £ 2, “and they burned him” should be@Am-0£P, “and they burned
her”.

v. (f. 60°) @A“?¥l1: dAov: (No-hl: Wihs:: “And they completed [their
martyrdom] by that punishmenté.ae», “he completed” should be.a“?, “they [3¢
per. pl. fem.] completed”.

vii (f. 780) ror7 MlLhl: AMANC:: A&ILA: $GA7: Wi
OPRIG T Ad: @0h: A9 (dd: 4L “We begin with the help of Lord
from the combat of the blessed women and beliewdrsm they came from sfray

region.” @dh, “he came out” should be& A, “they [3¢ per. pl. fem.] came out”.
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Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xil.

Xiil.

Xiv.

(f. 80V) @ARNTL: LOLAT: TAP: LabWPovo: R7I: TO0PO: r2COT:
74 ch:: “And he said to these [nuns], “Follow them whileepéng the law (order) of
purity.” -+0® (0, “You [2" per. pl. masc.] will keep” should bé=04Q, “You [2" per. pl.
fem.] will keep”.

(f. 80V wAANTY: LMLAT7: TAP: LALWPov: RIH: H0P0: ,~CO-T:
TAch: @hA(: HPALNov-:: “And he said to these [nuns], “Follow them while
keeping the law (order) of purity and no one wdave you."Hfh L 1n0v-, “will not
leave you [Z per. pl. masc.]” should ba@lfhe107%, “will not leave you [# per. pl.
fem.]”.

(f. 82) ohovy: howplf: A70: @4PA: Oo-0t: eZA0T: N0&5A:
oA 9 h:: “Likewise, they became firm and powerful in a difflt situation by hunger
and thirst.” 70, “he became firm” should bea’?%, “they [3% per.pl.fem.] became
firm”; and @"1fA, “he became powerful” should be- 14, “they [3“j per.pl.fem.]
became powerful”.

(f. 83F) @™ ): APdh: +MP7: 9°0A: AOAY°T: P7:: “Likewise, they let
their fleshe stick to their bonesA A, “He let something fasten” should e 2?4,
“They [3" per. pl. fem.] let something fasten”.

(f. 84V) wtohg-: A9°s0: -TAHH: 4H40: “They received a new command.”
o-tohé-, “and they [§ per.pl.masc.] received” should be-Twh4-, “and they [¥
per.pl.fem.]”.

(f. 861") @A"Y 7 Y.: A tdAm: AI°slPov-:: “They [the nuns] did not separate from
them [the saints].”A.-I"&.Am, “he was not separated” should Be-I*4&.AM, “they [3°
per. pl. fem.] were not separated”.

(f. 96\°) (1: ovZh: -ILU: ovThAL eT: AINET: 0L -Fhl.:: “When
nuns came to him, he let them live across the .fiver& A, “he came” should be
av3h, “they [39 per.pl.fem]"”.

(f. 101\)) @4l: VUP: A7H: LATh: F0d: A9 il: AT ANAC: hov:
LCRhEL: av/hadt: ATIC:: “He lived there hoping from God tosee the end @&f th

affair.” @114+, “and she was” should b@(14, “and he was”.
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xv. (f. 103V}) @¥Loo-l: VICOYL: 1A: “10: AAART: o-01: AL: (1NLACT:: “The
appointment of your district entered (to those}he hands of Bagasiyon.” v1ChY,
“your district’should bev1ChY, “your district”.

xvi. (f. 122) oho: LMLA: VAP: P4(: HAD: AA: Thod: Aovrdn: $50::
“Again he said to her, “Close to you are those were visited by the Holy Spirit.”
1hoa, “he was visited” should bd-hoZ, “they [39 per. pl. fem.] were visited”.

xvii.  (f. 129°) h*P0+: AAPEY: hG: ATt A CP: AIH: PLT%: A™Lh: NAG:
ATH: A LDIA: OAL.CU: FICIT: O A:: “Likewise, these [nuns] became
really martyrs, while they were straightening flagh of the Trinity without refraining
and not fearing men’s frighteningdh.4.CU, “he didn’t fear” should bewh.4.CY,
“They [39 per. pl. fem.] didn’t fear”.

4.2.3.2 Person/Number Change or Confusion

a) (f. V) anop: PAY°C: PSY.ov-: hov: LYA®-: $54%:: “He had known before
that there exist saints@Z2Am-, “there exists should be@ZA m., “there exist

b) (f. V") @ahh: -10: 7k A LANA: ATTHT: 04: o031 Th:: And
they sent [a letter] to the king saying, “We cautjiet enemy of your kingdomdahh,
“he serit should bemAAh-, “they serit

c) (f. 2/ O0Y: F9°00: 7l @LN: hov: PUNPov-: AAGTNNT:: “At that
time the king became furious and commanded [thdiexs] to give him to the lions.”
PU-NPoo- “let them givé should befvU-N12, “let them givé.

d) (f. 2" ohdS: 00@: 0ADAVv-: Oh®-%LPov-: (1AANT:: “And they piled

shrubs or wood upon him and burned him with afida.1Poe-; “upon them” should
be MAdA.U+, “upon hini; and whA®-%LPov-  “they burned thefn should be
Ohm-9L2, “they burned hirh

e) (f. 49 w01 F2: OANA: W5 T: @1:: “And the men with spears surrounded him
and pierced him.w& 11, “he pierced hirh should be®w& 112, “they pierced hirh
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f) (f. 7V") ®oh74.0: avof: “18%0v-:: “And when he made breathe of his rage, he left
him.” “1&710v<, “he left them 127, “he left hinf.

g) (f. 8X) @a9°NH: LM: 7hr7: (IA: ACY: avg®UCh: (1&°:: ‘Then the king said,
“Told him to revile his teacher.”a'C4-, “you [2 per.pl.masc.] revife should be
AC4, “you [2" per.sg.masc.] revile

h) (. 12)) @ahAAL: A5 HAZOA: LI°T45:: @UNPLov-: ARFNA:: “And they
gave the second brother to the lion without cuttingu-1£ov- “they gave them”
should bemvU-N2, “they gave hiri

) (f. 279 otz 0-dk: @1:0P0: hoo: A tT0MNE:: OAATOL®: AOA:
NAN: AMAh(hC:: “However, beware! And watch out so as not to endAlo not
transgress upon maf God”. @A, 1:0 La-, “Do not transgress [for"2 per. sing.masc]

or she does not transgress [fdf Ber.sg.fem.]” should bewi. T 1-0Lm., “Do not

transgress [for’? per. pl. masc.]”

) (f. 28V) oA tov: A0tSA@-: Wae: Ho-0-k: A-lhov-: “And prepare all that
is in your hearts”. Ad-T%Am-, “You [for 2" per. sg.masc.] prepareshould be
At-tS A, “You [for 2" per. pl. masc.] prepare”.

K) (f. 38V) wa9°H: avOf-: LN: 7rr: hov: Lh-To-:: “And when it became
dark, the king commanded [his soldiers] to[let gants] in.” £a-ta@-, “let him in”
should be £a-Ta., “let them in”.

) (f. 41°) @hovpky: evZh: “And they came.” @& h, “he came” should be
v 1, “they [39 per.pl.masc.] came”.

m) (f. 57V’ A&a9°%: oa-lo- LAH:: “Know and beware now.wa-la-, “Be wise or
beware! [for 2° per. sg. masc.=you]” should b@a-la., “Be wise or beware! [for"™
per. pl. masc.=you]".

n) (f. 64V7) @ LMhacov-: (lavov-: +%4EkA:: And he [the king] said to him, “Told them

to reconcile.”m £.(LA° av- “he said to them” should b £(L.A°, “he said to him”

96



0) (f. 66V") @ 1&1: Wi l: sC%1: Antdeov: AQ: SAAm: Awd: HAU::
“And he left this order for those who followed Hotstep.” &-TAam-, “he follows”
should be &-Aam., “they [3° per.pl.masc.] follow”.

p) (f. 74P°) o LA Pov-: @%A.: O %: AFFr:: The guards said to them, “Prostrate
to the king.”@%A., “guard” should bew%A-I-, “guards”

q) (f. 80V) meMacov[:] Alkt: P50: ALEkd: A7Z2: 0PO: N7l: hwif:
A2 hov-:: “The holy father said to his children [followers)\Vhile you keep this
[order?] make good for your friendst0®0, “it was kept” should bet-0% (-, “you [2

per. pl. masc.] keep”.

4.2.4 Archaic Forms Used in the MS

In this gadl there are various archaic forms of verbs partitylthe verb “hél” both in the
positive and negative conjugations in all the pessd@he scribe usds% instead ofa“i~(A“1:
A“1m-) to mean “brother” consistently throughout thadl. The following archaic words are

used in this corpus:

Archaic form Modern form Gloss
h( hC go

A A brother
(ol A 1590 Gojjam
Examples:

i, (f. 2°) @AhS-O: A ATH: ANC: A14U+:: “But one brother whose leg was
broken.”

i. (f. 137V) LA®-f: AN: AFT: hov: PpAld: AooP-l:: “He called on that
brother to become brave to die.”

Archaic forms of Verb-Conjugations Modern forms of Verb-Conjugations
1. (f. 3°) hew ghC hov: £.4C, “to go”
2. (f. 3°) A9 P Lo L.h(C OAhYeP L an: L, “before he went”
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10. (f.
11.(f.

12.(f
13.(f

14.(f

15.(f

16.(f

17.(f
18.(f

19.(f

(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.
(f.

5\0) A7l LAA: hC
8\°) h(C: 1

") WA hC

13V) how 2.

27P) h(C: @ov-t

33F) Lo, LOANOV-: AhC

. 34V°) @hC: PNAY oo
540/) 7eh(
64\°) mh(: @0 LANCh

. 68V) LN.a°:
L 68VA) hChy: NN av-

h(

. 750) @A T hC: N9°Nd: CAnh

. 87P) WA 7hC: -0 AR

. 100V} hC: &-k: (b0

. 101V @ LNAL: hC
C121V) oA EAC: 1) e

L 1308) A7 7k G
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A7H: LAA-: heC, “they say, ‘G0’
&C T, “go and ask”

@A ThC , “do not go”

hao 2, , “togo”

&-C wov--F, “go and die”

L LONov-: AdC, it is better for
you that | should go”

ohC: °OAP o0 “ go with them”
7dvC, “let’s go”

ohC: o0k £ACh, “go to your
monastery.”

La: G, “he said to him, ‘Go.”
ACh: 9°0APov- “Now, go with
them.”

O AT hC: 09°0d: Canh, “Do not
go with your own idea/advice.”
OR.7hC: o0 : AR, “let’'s go to
other.”

A C: A-k: OFD:, “go, enter your
home.”

@ L0LAL: C, “they told me, ‘Go’.”
O AT hC: 10l: 77k, “you do not
go to the king”

1770 1 G “stand up, let's go”
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CHAPTER SIX: ANNOTATED TRANSLATION

81 [1] (f. 1r% In the name of the Father, and the Son and the it one God. This is the

fourth section from the book of the acts and mddym of our holy fathers and brethren, wearers
of the cross, which is read on 25 S&fkon which the bones of blessed fatAstifanos, wearer

of the crown, was found. May his prayer and theel@stion of his help [for him (sic)] on all his

followers be with us and may it keep us (fr1r®) ever and ever. Amen.

[2] Then Dbba S&ar's**# son [Baeda Mapyam] became king in place of his father over the

country and his throne name was Admasé@BaHe became fearsome and terrifying and was
more evil than his father. And then a herald mageoalamation saying, “All prisoners who are

in prison whether near or far, whom my father dasi prison, | pardon, except d&&& and

these Dagigastifanos™?*(f. 1v%). And let him enter into his inheritance.

3321 The months given in thigadl are all G ‘oz month-names. Here are the twelve months of theipeEthiopian
calendar:

1. Maskaram=September (the first month of the year in Ethiaptalendar)
2. Tsoqmpt= October

3. Hodar= November

4. Tahsas= December

5. Tarr= January

6. Yakkatit=February

7. Maggabit=March

8. Miyazya=April

9. Gonbot=May

10. Séare = June

11. Hamle=July

12. Nahase= August (the twelfth month of the year). *Theralso a month calleBag"smeafterNasase

which has only 5 days or 6 days in each leap year.
3322 Dobbasar (lit. bear of enemy) means an enemy’s destroyess BZara Ya'aqob.

3323 The pagans sought to placate these evil forcesighréhe agency of their religious leaders- désk farant,

dino, gwidalé,whom Zar'a-Ya'igob considered as mere sorcerehng. firecise meaning of these terms, frequently

used by Zara-Ya'igob in his writings, and in thadiographies of his period, is still uncertain andst await

future linguistic investigation. It seems, howeubigt they referred not to the deities or the tpiiemselves but

to their human agents. Sometimes the king suggiesteach term referred to different regions: ‘hii&a he who

(divines) in this way they caliask in Angotdino, and in GojjamSigwi And there are (other) sorcerers in all

Ethiopia’, Das Mashafa Milad und Mashafa Sellag€gtext), p. 49. Conti Rossini thinks that trerh of the word
394



[3] And now, who doesn’t submit to the glory of my kilugn? If he submits, let him submit.

And if not, let him take care of himself.” And heas/vexed in his heart and full of rage with all
his might. When he would take vengeance on his gnée did not use only a sword and a
spear, and sloughters and floggings like his fatRather, he put (prepared) terrible lions that
could crush the strength of a leg-bone. When he fthg] saw the strength of the power of one

of these lions he named him Yazdaagaz which means helper of Caesar.

[4] Then after three Sundays [weeks] he sent hisesldo the town which i§f. 1v°) called

Modra Zega, for he had known before hand that theresaint$®>

[Daqgigadstifanos] in this
ountry. And they found the brethren [Daqigé&tifanos] there and caught them and rejoiced
saying, “We have caught their teacher.” And theyt $e the king saying'We have caught the
enemy of your kingdom.” And he sent back to thehat tthey should bring them [Déaqiga
dstifanos] immediately. And they brought them speedilizey brought them into his presence
and had them stand before him [the king]. Thenkihg said, “Let them prostrate.” And they

told this to the saints.

[5] One brother whose name was Kiros said, “I haveraytff. 2r®) to tell you which reaches

from the earth to the sky.” They told it to the girAnd the king said, “Who allows you to speak
before you prostrate [to the king]? And now, if yane able to obey, prostrate. This brother said,
“If it is like this, 1 will not prostrate.” Then # king became furious and told them [the soldiers]
to give them to the lions. And that king was [ahdéf were the] namesake obrfars, king of

Armenia, who condemned the martyrs. And he comnthtalgive them to the lions.

[6] Then they covered their faces with their [monast@ps and gave them to the lions. And

none of thos¢f. 2r®) lions hurt them at all. And when the soldiers shat those lions refrained

from harming them, they hastened to beat them thitinny sticks many times till they broke

farant suggests that it has an Agaw origin, ‘Appunti &ulingua awiya del Dangela; pp. 112-13. Tadesse
(1972:235).
324 Dagigadstifanos (lit. children ofistifanos ) means followers @fstifanos. Hence, the researcher prefers to use
“followers of dstifanos” for the translation of “Daqigdstifanos”.

332 goddusan #4-47%/ (lit. saints) in thiggad| refers toDagigadstifanos or followers ofistifanos
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their legs. Then the king commanded [his soldieyghke them to the market to burn them with

fire. Then they took them forth from his presenagying them.

[7] Onebrother had a broken leg. And they [the soldiessktthem to the market place, one to
the right and one to the left. And many people gati(f. 2V°). And they put that brother in the

market place. And they piled wood upon them anchédithem with fire. Then the soldiers said
again as they saw that the fire didn’t burn hingytlzollected wood again and burn upon him
twice and thrice. As they saw that the fire didoiirn him, they heaped up stones upon him.
Thereupon time he accomplished his martyrdom. Avednext one accomplished his martyrdom
like him in the same market place. And the crowrohtheir martyrdom took place on the®df

the month of Maskaram. May their prayers and bigssbe with us forever and ever. Amen.

[8] (f. 2v") And there were four nuns there whom his father [AdrBaar] had placed under
guards inside his gates. And at the time whenaabree early evening the king commanded [his
soldiers] to go to them [the nuns]. They went aowainfd them laying the table for their dinner.
They took three of them while they were sayinglitessing, without tasting [the food]. One nun
they left there as she was ill. And they brouglettito the king speedily. They brought them into
his presence. They told the king that they had ginothem and had them stand before him. Then
the king said, “Tel(f. 3r®) them to prostrate [themselves to the king].” Anejtiold them this.
And when they [nuns] heard, they said, “Tell him d@n’t have any ordinance to prostrate to

you. Rather, we prostrate to our Lord who is intieaven.” And they told him this.

[9] Then the king became infuriated. And he commarndeadke them to the market place; and

to cut off their breasts and stone them. And thdiass, obeying, took them. And they went,
taking counsel among themselves and recallinguffersngs of their brethren who had preceded

them. And they brought them to the market placdenibiwas night. Having cut off their breasts,
they stoned then(f. 3r®) And they accomplished their martyrdom there on ity night the

22" of Maskaram, in the peace of God. May their prayer with us forever and ever. Amen.

[10] Then arriving on that day, the king set out frora bapital city Dabra &han to go to
Modra Amhéra. Before he went he had a herald proclaim: fiyjn@untry and in any region and
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in any house in which Dagigdstifanos are found, let his house be pillaged, hisperty
extinguished and his region of inheritance giveratstranger. And now all governors, and all
appointees an{f. 3Va) soldiers and all people who live in any regionoaf kingdom: if you
find any of the desciples distifanos, bring [him] to us immediately. If you leatem after
seeing him, take care of yourself. Whether it ishie countryside, or in the road, or in the city,
wherever you come upon them and identify themtthazge are they [i.e. Daqgidstifanos], seize
them and persecute them, and bring them to usifAma bring them, you will find wealth from

us, and honour and appointment.”

[11] And that one [the king] has a deceitful heart badame very devilish upon the sair(fs,

3\/0) and he made his troops devilish and caused thelne teery cunning. And he vomited a
poisonous death upon them. And those who were istdiy the serpent’s plot received [his
power] in the depth of their hearts and were cotedeby him to kill people. And they went
around right and left hunting for the saints, ahdytwere running to spill blood. And their
father, Maséadon, urged them on until they accorhptiswhat they intended, as they desired. For
when evil desired conceives, it bringeth forth @and sin, when it is accomplished, bringeth
forth death.®*?® And for the believers, there came upon them frayid terror, and they grieved
for the saints. And they saiff, 4ra) “Doesn’t God made alteration so that they [the tshiget a

little rest from their troubles and gathered frdrait dispersion.

[12] while he [the king] was going when [sic] he reaciéstira Mzato, he said they should

make the saints stand before him as they [the exgldbrought them [the saints] to his father
from Modrd Angot before. He didn’t condemn them becausg @ not allow him [to do so] as

his life has come to an end.

[13] When his son became a king, they told him thatetivegre saints inside his gate. He told
them [his soldiers] to lead them [the saints] offare he is going. And that day he commanded
[his soldiers] to have them stand before him. Tffeyi‘rl‘b) told them, “Prostrate to the king.”

And the saints replied, “We will not prostrate tionli They told the king what they said. When

3326 135 1:15
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the king heard the end of the saints’ words, hersanded [his soldiers] to summon his two
commanders-in-chief of whom one was named Méarqosemtoo was chief of Dilg?’ and the

other was Béray.

[14] When they arrived, he [the king] commanded themstab those saints. And those

commanders-in-chief seized a spear and stabbedlibtare him. And the number of saints who
were killed was 4 [saints] and 4 nuns. And the criog of their martyrdom took place on the

24" of the month Maskaram, in the peace of God. Majyr thrayers be with us forever and ever.

Amen(f. 4V%) and Amen.

[15] Then while going there come great hail and thunder lightning come down and

destroyed many of the troops. And many of the slaked. And that Marqorewos who had
stabbed the saints, when the king sent him to #tieband entered to the middle of the fighting,
he said, “Woe to me now; as | stabbed the saintthesy, too, will stab me.” And saying this, he
stopped and couldn’t escape. And the men with spgamrounded him and stabbed him and he

fell down on the ground and died there.

[16] Then, at that time, when [certain] saints who wgisoners in a monastery which is called

Gizabi sen(f. 4\") to the brethren for the sake of their needs, ftiepps] caught them on the

road and brought them to the king. They told therprbstrate to the king and to revile the name
of their teacher. [But] they refused. Then the kiognmanded [his soldiers] to give them to the
lions. And they accomplished [their martyrdom] #her

[17] Then again [the king] commanded to behead thenhand them upon a tree in the road so
that everyone who saw [them] would fear. The craygnof their martyrdom took place in the

peace of God. May their prayers (fe 5r%) with us. Amen.

[18] Then again they brought the saints to the kingevhig was in Mdra Amhara in a place
which is called Halantoy. And they had them staarfg him. Then they said to them, “Postrate

3327 This word, | suggest, is a corrupt word for Dilrdtanay later change to Dibo. There is a placéedaMaryam
Dibo, a Stephanite monastery, in Eastesgray which is some 20 kms east of Wugro.
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to the king and revile their teacher. And the sameplied, “We don’t prostrate nor do we revile
our teacher.” Then the king said, “Bring them Heféhey brought them, holding their necks
while pushing them to the ground, and terrifyinigefn]. And the king adorned his Dabt&ra

with garments of red clothes.

[19] (f. 5r°) Then they [his soldiers] spoke to them [the sajritajhtening [them] to prostrate
[themselves to the king]. Then one of the formenklgntioned whose name is Talgayon said,
“What is your astonishment at the beauty of cloth&kese rugs do not persist; they become
worn out and vanish.” Turning back he counsellesl hiethren with rebuke and encouraged
them. From the nuns, one whose name wasydan Hayla admonished her companions with
rebuke, gave them sudden light and had them urashel stnd strengthened them. Then, when the
soldiers of the king saw the firmness of the sawtsds (decision), they seized them violently
and flogged(f. 5V°) them. And they tore their clothes off and had thetand naked like
animals. And that nun was exceedingly lovely anduliéul. And [she was good] in her deeds,
too. And these soldiers were very much eager t hea into sin. And they didn’t know that God

is her keeper and helper.

[20] Then the king commanded [his soldiers] to cut béit hands and legs with an axe and to

give them to the lions. And the soldiers cut oféitthands and legs with an axe &ftgave

them to the lions. And they accomplished [their tyr@lom] there. And their number was 11; of
these 3 of them were monks and 8 were r@in&V°). And the crowning of their martyrdom

took place on thé..." of the month'...T |, by God’s name. May their prayers be with usJere

and ever. Amen.

[21] Then, when the associatioM#sbar) who were afibso heard that the kingobbaSar had
died and his son Admas & [Bada Manyam] became a king in place of his father, theyt sen

message to him [Admas gi] from the saints who knew him before he had coonpower.

3328 Unordained member of the clergy who is well-versettaditional church learning and who performs tymns
and sacred dances during the Mass; cantor, choriste

% Here and elsewhere sGz 9°AC can be either “axe” or “saw”. | will use consisiigriranslate “axe”
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They told him [the saint], “Go ask and know histg$a whether he is good or not; or whether he
has become like his father or not.” But they didaibw that he had become ruthless and killed

their brethren saints.

[22] (f. 6r%) Then, while travelling they arrived at a great riealledHawasi. And they said to
the sailors, “Take us across the river, that watend these sailors asked them [saying], “From
where did you come? And where are you going?” Amal gaints replied, “Do you seek [our]
country? Rather, take us across. Our journey theéding’s court.” Then the sailors told them,
“How do we know where you are going? Revile, sgyifiistisfa is unclean’.” The saints
replied, “There is no reviling in the ordf 6rb) of our monastery.” And the sailors said, “Now

we knew you that you are his children (followerdjdr this reason, they refused to take them

across.

[23] Then they went to another road to cross over [ie]r When they reached where they

spend the night, they caught them there. And threudht them to a governor of Wad whose
name was Atnasyos. He asked them saying, “Do notpyostrate to Mary?” The saints replied,
“Yes, we prostrate [ourselves to Mary]’And he askkdm saying, “If you prostrate, Come!
Let’'s prostrate together.” Then they prostratedetbgr with that governor. As a result, this
governor left them and let them go.

[24] While going, they(f. 6V7) arrived again at this river. And again they cautjieim there.
They took their clothes off and brought them. Whhey [the soldiers] were taking them, the

messengers of the king found them and they [théiess| gave them to the messengers. These
messengers had them [the saints] be under gudrtiseti returned from where they had come

from [lit. gone from].

[25] Then at that time before the rainy season, whensttuation became different in their
locality for the saints insidesBay, they sent 7 brethren to the region dbam [Gojjam] in
order to search a country find someone who woutdive them and let them stay in t(ﬁvb)
wilderness of his region. When they were sent, #relyed at a country called Baréanta. And one

man received them and let them stay [ther].
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[26] Then, when he heard that the king had passed eajebat man who let the saints stay said
to the saints, “If you want to stay, come! Progirgburselves to the king and revile your
teacher.” The saints replied, “We don’t do liketth&nd one of the saints was the son-in-law of

this man. They deceived them with many things bey(f. 7r%) did not accept them.

[27] And one of them who was firm in his faith was nadni&ostos Maari, who he had been
caught by the governor ob®ay with his brother befor&®/hen the guards of the governor took
their property and their books, he asked the gareriwhy did your guards seize violently our
property?” And this governor whose name is Kéfla]fd® said, “Let alone your property, |
have the authority to kill you or to leave you. Anow prostrate yourself to the king and revile
the name of your teacher.” And this brother saiouf (f. 7rb) have no authority upon me

unless it was given to you from God.”

[28] Then the governor commanded to flog one believeh winom the saints were found.
While they [the soldiers] were flogging that bebkeythis brother said to the governor, “Have
compassion on this believer so that it will be asbing for you and let us live on account of
God'’s love.” And this governor who was a cruel naaud very hardhearted didn’t stop flogging.
He [the saint] told him again, “Do not you say beel Mary? And if really you had adoration of
Mary, (f. 7Va) show mercy to this man from his flogging for theke of adoration of Mary.”
Then this governor said, “And for your sake, whaswdone for you.” And he reviled him

saying, “[You] blind [man]! If you had denied, thée quiet.”

[29] Then this brother told him, “Haven’t you heard e tHoly book where it says, ‘For three
things the earth is disquieted: For a servant wieeneigneth; and a fool when he is filled with
meat; and an handmaid that is heir to her mistré@sand you are like that. When you get that
was not your father’'s appointment, for the sakéhef you ruined the earth’.” And this brother

T, 133235 he knew his tribe (family) to this governor. &ithe [this brother] told him like this,

3330 K ofla
3331 proy 30:21-23

$3%2[said like this?] N.B. Obelos'/.." /: are applied for the missed or corrupt readings.
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(f. 7V°) this governor became furious and commanded [Hiiess] to flog him. Then they laid
him down and tied his hands and his legs. And tfheyged him 25 times. While they were

flogging him, this blind [man] mocked him [sayingDo it to me again like this!”

[30] When one of the brethren who were standing heasj tie said the governor, “Isn’t
blindness of the blindness of the heart worse thiandness of the eye?” The latter [person] is
not blind because the eyes of his heart are brighien this brother said like this, that governor
commanded [his soldiers] to flog him, and they led him 30 times. And when he hade given
vent to his rage, he left hin(f. 8r%) [The one whosehame is Ksstos Maari [said], “What is
your amazement? Don’t you think this pride of yowrdl vanish soon?” Then holding this
brother's neck and pushing him [to the ground]ytbeought him inside to the king. Then the
king said, “Told him to revile his teacher.” Anddlbrother said, “The [Holy] book says, ‘There
is no help for him in God®***Do you think you will be saved by the strength ofiy kingdom?
“Will it not be that that will pass and vanish away

[31] Then king commanded [his soldiers] to flog him selye And they flogged him severely

with a stick and he fell on the ground. A(fd 8rb) so too for another one. They dragged them
out. Then both accomplished their martyrdom thatatathe 2 of Tasrin [which is] on the'

of Hadar in the G’oz [calendar] in the peace of God. May their praysrsvith us forever and
ever. Amen.

[32] Then, when the king had a herald make a proclamatith regard to the saints, it became
terror and difficult situation to the followers séintdstifanos. And at that time there were saints
living in a town which is called Bf**. When the governor of this region heard that ting kad

had a herald proclamation with regard to the sa(iﬁIsBVa) he went to their monastery. And he

caught them there and took their property and medautheir homes. Furthermore, he set on fire

3333pg 3:2

3334 This place is probably Dibo. Currently, there imanastery called Mayam Dibo. It is found in Aobi warada
some 20kms far from Wugro town in Eastern Zone agfrdy. Mapyam Dibo is one of the earliest monasteries
built by Stephanites
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a pile of their crops. He caught them when thegdtitio gather their crops to their house. And
what was not gathered, wild animals ate it. Whengbwvernor of that region thought that he was
a relative of those saints, he let them free anéxiled them so they would not live inside his

region.

[33] Then, while they were going to the associationhefirt brethren [inJdbso, a man found
them whose name wasrE Libanos because he was of the #atta Dabtara found them. And at
that time he entered to the court of the king andwas(f. 8Vb) looking for saints. Having

known that the king had had a herald make procliamate caught them on the road and
brought them to a country which is called Yaganfar they spent the night there.

[34] The next day, he FFe Libanos] took them to a country called Zay whe governors of
the region gathered. And this man told the goveyribat he had caught the saints. Then the
governors said to one monk who was the teachehisfrégion, “Go! Inquire into the work of
these saints.” He went and said to the saintsthds true what they say about you? If there is a
monk among you, do you ordain him as a monk a sketore? And you baptize upside down?”
The saints(f. 9r®) replied, “All this you say is false. We don’t hamay other order than the
order of our father Apostles and church scholare fellowed them, and our fathé@ntonyos>3
and Magaryos. We neither baptize nor ordain a sktiome. Except that we renew our soul by
repentance.” And this monk told them, “If your orde really like this, come unite with us and
do not die for nothing.” And the saints replied,olYwho can not do works of righteousness for
yourself, do you [dare to] teach us? And listemwtat we tell you. And you, if you want to save
yourself, follow the path of the gospé. 9rb). And you don’t live in the earthly life after

askema>3® When he heard this, he became furious and wem them.

3335 dntonos or Anthony

333%skemas a monk’s or a nun’s garment which is made afhleaand consists of 12 signs of the cross. Acogrdi

to ancient monastic tradition, there are stepsetotigeaskema Any person who has decided to be a monk has to
wait for about three years before his ordinatiorvieg in the monastery. This is a trial time. If bacceeds in
passing the trial time, the abbots have a booled#Brata Asira Mnkusnna Qddus ‘Law of ordaining the Holy
Monkhood’ and ordain him by this ceremony. The @Ry is like this: first, the monk has to confirhat he has
left the world of his own will; second, they reath@ok for him, which explains the essence of mowkhiife. After
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[35] Then the governors said to this monk, “What did/ttedd you?” He told them, “Ask them

yourselves. If | tell them, they will revile me.” Mén it gets dark, they entered to their homes.

[36] Then on the next day, on the holiday of the apddtiehew and the holiday of St. Michael,
they [the soldiers or the governors?] told theme [gaints] to come to the assembly of the
governors. And the saints replied, “We don’t conué. @oday is a holiday” And a monk who
was called’...” came riding a hors@f. 9V%). He said to the saints, “Why do you not come ® th
assembly of the governors? Are you better than jige&n] | who am called N&p dd, don't
boast.” The saints replied, “Yes. You, like younmg are ‘the hand of the beasts’. But we don’t

leave our tradition.” Then they let them free anelt[the saints] spent the night there.

[37] Then on the next day the governors gathered [cdnfiiogn their countries: Zamad,
Wadi, and Zay, anddfhay, and Alat and Qalagal and Sabal. And they &aetteeting inside one
place on one side. They brought the saints thdrenThe governor of Alat said ter€é Libanos,
(f. 9V°) “Give me these saints to take them to the kinghso kwill be rewarded (thanked) by
the king.” This kre Libanos replied, “I would also like to receiveeaard from the king like
you.” The governor of Alat named Té&klu said, “Give. It is more difficult for me than you.”
Then Pre Libanos said, “What will you give me if | givey?” Taklu said, “I will give you
property but help me sell [them].” And hesfE Libanos] said to him, “Let them [the buyers]

estimate how much they would be valued for sale.”

he agrees to become a monk saying loudly beforedaddhe people, they lay him down before themnTligey
shave his hair and put on a cloth for his monkh@odi they pray for himélota bthat ‘funeral ceremony’ like a
dead man. After this, first his teacher (the alfathe monastery) and then all the monks who ppeted in the
absolution bless him and clothe him. Then, he tsehia monkhood after their last prayer for him. éwling to the
rule, after some years he will be giveskemaand will be promoted to a higher status, and akvshrould not go out
of the monastery after he is givaskemaAs aMal ak ‘an Angel’ gave the firsaskemato the first monkAbba
AntonsAntonyos, by a Mabk ‘Angel’ it is calledaskema Mél&kt ‘The Angels’ garment’. And the monk are called
‘Angels of the land’. (Getachew 1996: 62-63)
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[38] Then the people who were at the assembly estintheed. The estimate of their sale was

four brethren to three garments whigh10r®) are called arasa®**’. Having bought [them] for
three arasa that man took them away. Once more, they broligbtnuns and they took them
together with them. They brought them to the kinggsirt. There was among them a young nun

called lyparagsya who was lovely in her beauty and firm in hathfa

[39] And when they brought the saints inside the kirgiart, the monks of the king saw that
young nun was lovely and beautiful. They separ&dfrom her brethren and took her. Then
they tempted her very mudf. 10rb) by promising her this earthly life whose delighte a
ephemeral. Her mind didn’t waver over transitoringis, but rather her heart was devoted to
God. And she did not respond to them at all. WHenrefused them, they took heskemaoff
and made her stand naked. And they flogged herwtiips. When they failed to entice her, they
sent her back to her brethren.

[40] Then the next day they brought them inside andthach stand before the king. And the
soldiers told them [the saints] to prostrate thdweseto the king and revile their teacher’'s name.
They said, “We don’t prostrate ourselves to hing are don't revile the name of our teacher;
rather(f. 10V?) he is a saint.” “If you refuse, you'll be a liorlisnch. They [the soldiers] said to
the young nun, “Do you not prostrate?” She repliges, | don’t prostrate [myself to the king].”
These soldiers told her, “If you do not prostraken go to the lion.” There were terrible lions
before the king. One of them [the lions] [was sioprsg that the king named him Yazhiagaz
[as mentioned] before. And they sent this young tauthem [lions]. And she gave up her soul to
her God. She went and was before the mouth ofidine And they also gave another [spiritual
sister] [to the lions]. And they accomplished theiartyrdom (f. 10\})) there in the lion’s

mouth.

[41] Then the king said, “Tell him to prostrate. If fefuses, give him to the lion.” And they
told to the saints what that vexed heart had gaie brother whose name is Méad Tasfana

said, “Why do you threaten us with the lions? Da yloink we are afraid of dying? I, trusting in

3337 Q"arasa is a cloth or vestment often made of leather Wkicshort enough to cover one’s knee.
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the power of my God, | can choke a lion’s neck.eHard-hearted king said, “If he can throttle a

lion, give him to Yazarilagaz.”

[42] Then they gave this brother [to the lion]. Thisthey went to the lion. And he choked his

neck, armoured in thif. 11r°) strength of his God. And that lion became quiengeishamed,
bowing down his his head and raising up his. Whenking saw that the lion didn’t hurt them
[the saints], he commanded [his soldiers] to cihef hands and legs with an axe together with

his brethren, then to give them to the lion.

[43] Then the soldiers came holding an axe. And they &athe brethren, “Present your legs
and hands so we can cut [them] off.” Then one laogaid, “God illuminates me and saves me.
(f. 11r°) Whom shall | fear? The Lord is the strength oflife; of whom shall | be afraid3%%®

Saying this, he gave his hands and legs to théessjcgnd they cut him with the axe.

[44] And another said, “In the beginning was the Worj the Word was with God, and the
Word was God*?*°And a third, while praying to his God; and a foustid, “Sanctified and
blessed, glorified and holy, honourd and superidrtile praying this, they gave their hands and
legs to the soldiers. And they cut them with an. £ke11\") They left them before the lions’
mouths. They accomplished their martyrdom ther¢hend" of Tasrin the latté?*® and the 8

of Hodar in G oz [calendar]. Their number was 4 monks and 2 nun§,0d’s peace. May their

prayers be with us forever and ever. Amen.

[45] And those two brethren whom the assembly of brethren wire atdbso had sent them,
whom they [the soldiers] had caught at the rived]Javhom they had given to the messenger of
the king, when they returned from where they hadegohey [the soldiers] brought them inside
the king’s court. And they told the king that thiesd brought the saint§f. 11\})) When the

king heard, he commanded to bring them into hisgmee. The soldiers brought them in as they

3338pg 27:1
3339 30hn 1:1
3340

I do not understand the wordigtdy here
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were commanded. When the king saw this brotheknlegv him that he had been the teacher of
his brother before. Then the king asked him sayiW§jat did you lack here? And why did you

go away from us till you reached to those saints?”

[46] And that brother calleddzra said, “There was nothing | lacked here of dartiesires.

However, | lack spiritual life; so | went to theniThen the king asked hirff. 12r®) “Did you
lack faith here?” And this brother replied, “I didt lack faith here. And | didn’t add [any faith]
after going to them. However, | lacked good deeus so | went to them, remembering the
apostle’s word that says, ‘Even so faith, if itthabt works, is dead, being alorfé* When |
arrived at these saints, | found orthodoxy, faitd absolute good-deeds among them. And | told

them, “Truly, [it is] the order of the Prophets atiet Apostles.” And there is the way of the
gospel among them.” And saying tiffs 12r°) 1 joined with them.”

[47] Then the king enticed this brother, beseeching Xinirany times by promising him earthly

life, and by giving of inheritance and glory andaltk and appointment. This brother told him,
“I left all these knowingly for the salvation of ngpul. From now onwards, | can not seek desire

of flesh (earthly works) leaving the way of the gels’

[48] Then the king said to his monks and his soldieMpu; beseech him not to die for
nothing.” And they besought him with many thingsid®he refused [to accept their request]; and
his thought(f. 12\?) did not incline to transitory [things] but he learte the trunk of the Cross
which is the Passion of the Lord. When the king #aat this brother refused [to accept], he said

to him, “Will you not abandon your father'dgtifanos’s] rebellion?”

[49] And this brother said, “Rebellion is upon you; Illwiot abandon my father's order
(tradition). And as for you do [as you please] @odnot abandon your father’s rebellion.” When
[this] king heard the final word of this brothee bommanded [his soldiers] to cut off his nose

and his insolent tongue and to give him to the dioifhe soldiers did what they were

commanded. And theff. 12\)0) gave the second brother to the lion without cgttWhen they

3341 335 2:17
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saw that the lion left the second brother aloney tkilled him by beating with a stick. And both
of them accomplished their martyrdom there, ingbace of God. May their prayers be with us

forever and ever. Amen.

[50] Then, after that the king sent a message to thergov of Wad saying, “Send those monks
who are within your land.” When this governor of dM&hose name was Atnasyos heard [this],
he sent to the ruleff. 13ra) of dbso saying, “Come! Let's meet. We have somethiiog [t
discuss] with you.” When the ruler éfbso heard [this], he came to the governor [of WAd].
When the ruler ofibso arrived at the governor of Wad, he told himrtiessage of the king as he
said. He wished to refuse him and he couldn’t pftesaer him. And they caught him and

imprisoned him and strengthened their guard.

[51] And the ruler ofdbso called Taklu said to the messengers and tgdkernor, “I don’t
know where the saints are. Rather, send me to nality to look for them. And if | find them, |
will bring them(f. 13rb).” He wanted to let them [the saints] free. Andytbad him, “We will
not send you. Rather, send your own people to lhegsaints.” Then the ruler &@bso sent to
the saints secretly saying, “They have caught meeajralf of you. And you, do for me what is
right.” But those messengers who were the rulefatives didn't tell the saints. Rather, they

gathered many people and came.

[52] When it became morning, they encircled the mongsithe saints. And they took their

possessions and burned their homes with fire asttajed whatever they foungf. 13\/3) And
they caught them, and they took away their clotinas their monastic caps. Among them [the
soldiers] were some who tore @ffkemeof the saints, and among them were some who sttipp
them completely naked. And they gathered the saintse side of the place. They went to the
nuns and caught them. Gathering them togethertivthmonks they [the soldiers] brought them
to the governor of Wad. He interrogated them anadbd them over to the messengers. And
having been the messengers, handed over to thegdadbk them. And one of the messengers

went ahead and told the king that the saints had baught.
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[53] After the king heard [that the saints were caudid]sent(f. 13\})) his many soldiers who
are called Masqdilas. And this messenger was with them. And the kind #ay should bring
the saints immediately. And taking them, they bidube saints to the country of Wagda. Those
soldiers met them there. They counted them [thetgaand hastened them to go quickly. And

they brought them in haste to the king’s court.

[54] When they brought them into his presence [the kitlgdy [the soldiers] took their [the
saints’] clothes off at the gate of the town, andned them with fire. Then they had them stand
before him.(f. 14r%) And the king sent saying, “There is no need tapate yourselves to me.
Rather, revile your teacher who is the enemy ofyWlaknd the saints said, “Our teacher is not
the enemy of Mary as you said. He adores Mary amgerates her. For this reason, we will not

revile our teacher.” And they [the soldiers] toldntthis to the king.

[55] And the king sent to them [saints] again sayingr Budas, the killer of Christ, don’t you
say ‘the unclean?” And the saints said, “For hyas, we say.” And say, “And for your father
reviler of Mary, [also] say ‘Unclean’.(f. 14rb) And the saints said, “We told you to believe

that he does not slander Mary.” Then that hardtedajman] gave them to his soldiers to

imprison them, each with a hard imprisonment.

[56] Then the soldiers divided the saints one each artfeerg and beat them again with a stick
and slapping. And for one nun they beat her witmyrtaeatings; and they threw her down on the
ground. They dragged her and each came and beat twen. And they bound her with a chain
in a strong bonds. And they also bound all [thets&iwith a chain in strong bonds. And from
the tighteness of their bondstheir ar(‘ﬁ.514\/a) were swelled up till it engulfed the iron. And
among them there were those for whom the arm of Hands withered and the palm of their
fingers [hands] becoming like potsherds. And amtivegn there were those for whom the palm
of their hands cut off. But that nun died on thiedtlday from the time of her imprisonment. She
accomplished her martyrdom in the monthlefr. When the soldiers had difficulty to undo the
chain from her hand, they cut [it off] from the sihaer of her arm. And they took it together

with the chain. In the peace of God, may her pragawith us forever and ever. Amen.
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[57] At the time when they [the soldiers] had the sasid(f. 14\°) before the king and
when the soldiers beat to each of them, there wevebrethren among them who strengthened
them. When that king learned that those who weengthening their brethren were deacons, he
commanded to segregate them from their brethrean e soldiers took them off. And they put

one brother in prison with the other and imprisohed there.

[58] And for the one [brother], they had him live by Isieif at Magarda; and they bound him
there in strong bonds with a chain. He was venaiitl was in great distress. His flesh was
swollen and(f. 15r%) he was fallen down on the ground. But this brother wase and

knowledgeable, reminding his soul of the PassiothefLord; and bearing patiently everything
that happened to him. And children would come te brother and beat him with a stick. They
took a splinter of wood and pierced it into his ®yfEven] when he turned to his right and his

left where he had fallen, they didn’t leave himradoln this situation he spent that night.

[59] And the next Sunday morning, at that time thereecémthis brother one monk in the late

morning, who was a teachf 15rb) and well-versed in holy books. When he saw hinefall
he came closer to him and said to this brother, &k your [plural] faith? And what is your
practice? Is that true what they say about you,jtba don’t believe in Mary and the One Cross?
Is it true that you don’t condemn the reviler(s\Mdry?” Then this brother told him that the faith
of the saints was orthodox and their tradition wgasd and their practice was perfect. And
regarding Mary, She the glory of our family, andeS& our glory(f. 15V%). And our life took
place by Mary and the One Cross which is our bidseinitiated him into everything according

his request.

[60] And he spoke to him, upholdimg martyrdom from tldytbooks. When this monk heard
[this], he grieved for them. And he went to thedkitde spoke on their behalf saying, “These
monks are who imprisoned by your orders, | spoki Wiem everything. They initiated me in

everything and they told me their faith. And nowrgoand [your soldiers] to release them O my

lord (f. 15\)0) king.” And this monk pleaded strongly for mercy the saints. And he spoke to
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him politely and with much pleading. And he gavenmmaeasons, saying, “They do believe; and

there is nothing that they have neglect, O my longdj!”

[61] When the king heard [this], he commanded [his so#jito release them. When they
released this brother, he became severely ill. Aadaid, “It would be better for me to have
stayed in my former situation [prison] than to haweillness like this.” And the skin of the flesh

of his arms peeled off, and the palm of his hareddout and his fingers digdl. 16r%).”

[62] And they also released the nuns. And he [the kingimanded to take them to the region
of Samo which is called Santéra. Then they gave thetietnaber od *3*? of Samo. And he took

them to his region. Then they reached there widaigexhaustion. Their numbers were 18 nuns
and one brother with them. And there were some gntio@m [nuns] the palms of whose hands
were cut due to the tighteness of their bonds; taede were some among them the palms of

whose hands and fingers had dried out. And thigherovho was with them his hand dried out

due to the tighteneg§. 16r°) his bonds.

[63] When they reached there, they put them in a platledcD&alma. They lived there with
great struggle, and with severe hardship of coltl laumger, getting their sustenance from leaves
and the root of)"anag'sna (ensete). Since it was bitter God sweetened itfem, seeing their
anger. However, this brother was looking @3snag‘snain the wilderness and when he found it,
he dug up its roots and cut its stems with his baBdt his one of his hands was dried out due to
tighteness of his bonds. They brought bgtnagd*na, i.e.,its root and(f. 16\") stems. And
scraping its stems and mixing them with its roatd aooking them with fire, it became their

sustenance. Some days they would get grains. Andlitred like this for a year.

[64] Afterwards God opened [things] up for them insitlis tcountry. And they taught many

[people] the words of the [holy] books and theydrmae helpers for them. And the brethren, they
took care of them and comforted them. And they wieeee till that time.

3342 5jc, for nobura od (lit. ‘[consecrated] by the hands being placedtioe head’) is chief ecclesiastic head of
particular big churches such as Aksum, and at ptedso Addis Ababa (Leslau, 2010, p.122).
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[65] And that brother whose eyes they had pierced aras&/hrms had the skin peeled off and

whose fingers were dried off, 16V) at that time, he became ill inside the king’s townd
when he was ill, they took him out from there, aigsof his town. And there were nuns who
were outcasts there outside of the king’s town. Arely were very ill due to the tighteness of
their bonds. And one of them [nuns] cut the palmhef hand due to [her] bonds. But they
carried that ill [brother] and brought him to ateém place. And those nuns were with him. And
he accomplished [his martyrdom] in the peace of .Gddy his prayer be with uff. 17r%

forever and ever. Amen.

[66] After this ill [brother] had accomplished [his madom], these nuns went from there and
reached their brethren who were at Zallhey [the soldiers] caught them there and brough
them to the king. They said to them, “Prostrataufgelves] to the king?” They said to him, “Let
alone to a person, we don'’t [even] prostrate oueseto God, as on the other days, since it is the
time of Pentecost.” Thus, they left them.

[67] Then the messengers of the king caught them [the]ragain while they were coming in.

And they told then(f. 17r°) to prostrate (to the king) and revile their teacherd they said,
“For what reason do you think we were chased fothal time from country to country? Is it not
for this? We won't prostrate to him [the king] am& won’t revile the name of our teacher.”
And one among them who was firm in her faith anddym her beauty and perfect in her works,
whose name was Arsonwa, there had taken placeiggitrover her before this when they [the
soldiers] had them stand before the king duringrreif DobbaSar and they separated her from
her companions. And the king sefft 17V/) to her with honeyed words and with great
persuasion to entice her into a perishable wayfef $o that. And he will let her down to a
swampy sin from her firm stand. But she was yound) larave was equipped with the weapons
of God. And she knew that the coming of the poweatan was in with the words of the mouth
of that [false] proselytizer. She defeated the m¥egsrs who responded to her words. And with

the power of the Holy Spirit.
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[68] Then the king sent for her again saying, “Why da do like this? Haven't you heard what

our God said in the gospeBut whosoeve(f. 17\") shall deny me before men, him will I also
deny before my Father which is in heavéfi*And she said, “The saints taught me like that and
they instructed me all things of righteousness.réfoee, | will not deny God before you.” They
told this to the king. When the king heard the fieas of her words, he left her and she was there

till the time [of her martyrdom?]. Then she enteaeaong her companions@bar).

[69] Then after that they caught her with her friendled they took them together with the
saints. At the time when they imprisoned them ghats], they tormented her much and held
her strongly with a chain. An¢f. 18r°) due to the tighteness of her bonds the palm ohhed
was cut. She bore all this patiently and was mitated but sought only to withdraw from this
world. That day on which the messengers of the kiagght them, they [the nuns] refused to
prostrate [themselves] to the king and to revikenlame of their teacher, they [the soldiers] beat
them with many blows by slapping, and with a steld by kicking. And the one whose hand
was cut, they beat her with a stick with severevslon the palm. And the bones of the palm of

her hand were broken. And when the messengersitiad gent to their rage, they left thefh

18r°) fallen there and departed.

[70] And she arose from there with her companions. Ay tvent with great exhaustion and
arrived at a country called Z&b And they met the saints there. And they toldrtredl that had
happened. Then they said to the brethren, “Lisbenst what we tell you. We wanted to die at
the king's court. And we were not afraid of histtwes. He used stratagems upon us and
scattered us to the hands of his soldiers. And ltioeyd us very tightly. And among us there was
one who was cut in the palm of his hand; and tixexe among us one [whose hand?] dried up;
(f. 18V") and there were those who were taken to anotheorriegnd there were those whom

they scattered in the mountains. And they broughtouyou with great exhaustion. From now

onwards, we shall not desire the life of this woRRather, allow us to die inside the monastery
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and bless us.” And the brethren said to them, “NBand give you strength and God lead you

around from this world. And may God bless upon You.

[71] Then they went with a priest to region which ise@lModra Zega. And they entered to a

cave. (f. 18vb) When this priest made things harder for them, taegomplished their
martyrdom there in the order of [their] fathersh§fe were] 7 nuns and one brother with them.

In the peace of God May their prayers be with usvfer and ever. Amen.

[72] That brother whom they brought him into prison weere for many days with hunger, and
thirst, with cold and nakedness with these chafgl then the king went to a region called
Dob'a. And they took this brother there. And they had &tand there before the king. And told
him to prostratéf. 19r%) himself to the king and revile the name of his kescAnd he refused
them in what they told him [to do]. Then he [thadi commanded to give him to a lion. This
brother was good in his deeds and firm in his faitld eager for works of righteousness. The
soldiers gave him to the lion as they were commdnéad he accomplished his martyrdom by a

lion. His prayers be with us in the peace of Gaéver and ever. Amen.

[73] Then in this year there came a war with the peopleAdal in the country of Dawaro

which is called'Arqoy. (f. 19r°) Because they were accustomed to making war. Heoges

many; he killed people, and captured women and naaiyals and much property. They met 3
saints there when they were sent by the associatitheir brethren on account of their grief. But
one from them [the saints] was lying down due tedse. And they [the soldiers] caught them
and brought them out. They killed that sick the&kad they brought those 2 [brethren] to their

elders and they had them stand.

[74] And the saints [said], “What did you say to us?rAreve the poor of God? We neophytes
don't (f. 19V7) obey him [the king] unlawfully, let alone your [geie].” Then they stabbed to

one of them. And he accomplished his martyrdometh&nd as for the other, they took off his
askemaand took him. He refused to eat and drink. Whey ttaw him that he was firm in this
behavior of his, they stabbed him. And he accormplishis martyrdom there. May his prayer be

with us forever and ever. Amen.
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[75] (f. 19V") Then, when it was the third year of reign to theted heart, while two brethren
were travelling from their association which'/A&game in the region dfianat which is a two-day
travel to reach there. The monks of Dabragvé Gamad caught them. And they put them under
guard. Then after three Sundays, these brethrehlvaek to their brethren’s association who are
in ‘Agame. Having got permission from the gua(ﬂsZOra) and arriving [there], they said to
our spiritual father, the chief of the associatiifhe monks who are at Dabréadgfo Gadmad had
caught us while we were going on our way. And tpefus under guard. And today, we came to
you when we had permission. And now when these sitwalke brought us to the governor of
Togray and have been asked about our faith and cedsgevhat shall we respond to him, O
Father? You know that we don’t have the knowledigin® mystery of the [holy] books. And we
(f. 201°) hear about this governor’s reputation, that heresirighteousness.”

[76] Then the chief of the association wrote them a bebich gives instruction about matters
of faith, about belief in the Trinity and orderstbe Prophets and Apostles. And the order of St.
dstifanos is not different from the order of the Apest And his followers were exiled through
persecution by the kings and governors. And thekwavho were in the mountains [?], and they
bore their persecution. And it [the book] givestinstion in many other things which are needed
for believers(f. 20V%) words of righteousness which are told in the [hbigbks. He said again,
“When this governor is willing to bring this book the king”.

[77] And having taken this book from the chief of theasation, these brethren went [to the
place] where the monks who let them stay underdyaartheir words are never false. And these
monks who were at Dabré affo Gamad didn’t do to the saints what they had h@anning,
but they left them alone. The guards sent them $thiats] away. Then these brethren said,
“When we brought this book to that governor, didrtgive it to the king? Wheff. 20V") the

king sees [it], what will he say except good thinggglon’'t know, God knows.”

[78] Then one brother went taking the book to that gowewnhile he was at the king’s court,
when the king was at the region of Dalwhich is called Mdra Qda. When this brother arrived
at the king’s court, while he was looking for tresidence of the governor obdray, the guard

of another governor met him. And the name of tligegnor wasSeltan. And he brought him to
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his master. And this governor asked this brothdnw is it [the matter] andf. 21r%) what it is
about?” That brother told him all about his comié¢hen this governor heard this brother’s final

word, he imprisoned him and brought him in to tirgkand had him stand.

[79] Then he [the governor] told the king that he had hie and had brought him. And the

king sent messengers to that brother saying, “Whabur work? And how did you come?” said
the king. And this brother said, “My coming is baesa | had a concern of the soul.” And they

told the king what he said.

[80] The king told [his messengers] again to ask himtwihe concern was and what to reply to

the messenger. Then this brother gave the bodlet(f.terb) messenger to give it to the king.
Having received, this messenger gave the booket&itiy. The king took it and while reading he

met [a phrase] which says, ‘If the governor alloleshim bring to the king'.

[81] Then the king said to the messenger to ask thihiéro“What do you do? Are you a priest
or a deacon? What'’s the work of this book whichssay the governor allows, let him bring to
the king'?” He said, “I am neither a priest noreadon, nor | know the book.” And they told the
king. And the king told again [his messengers{fto21V*) ask that brother, “How do you then
dare to bring a book that you [don’t] know?” Thisother said, “When it was hard for me to

come to you and [as] this governor imprisoned rneak difficult for me to bring another.”

[82] They told him, “Did you say or did you want to bieen to the messengers?” This brother
said, “Nice. | will go alone. If | find, | will bmg from my brethren.” They said to him, “Take an
oath.” And this brother said, “I did not swear. Téés not an oath in our order. But we say,
“Yes, yes or no, no.” And the(f. 21\})) governor said, “They don't tell lie, oh my lord kjri
And the commander in chief of the king whose nasngdkla Masyam said like that, “Yes, they
don’t have lies, my lord”. Then these governorsi gaithat brother, “Let’s trust your words that
you will come.” He said to them, “Believe me, | mevell lie.” These governors stood as

guarantor for him.
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[83] Then this brother went out from the king. He wend arrived at the association of the
brethren. He told the chief of the association tiatvent to the king’s court and the governor
caught him and let him enter to the kifff. 22r*) And he gave the book to the king. And the
king told him to bring teachers of the holy bookad he [the king] said, “All right,” and that the

governors stood as guarantor for him.

[84] When the chief of the association heard from thedved that brother, he was very sad and

this became incredible to him. Then he [chief & #ssociation] gathered the association of the

brethren and told them what this brother had déine. this became implausible for them.

[85] Then the chief of the association said to the beeth“And now, what do you want to

happen? From now what will happen to these gover(for22rb) who stood as guarantor for
this brother? ” Didn’t the king investigate themchase of this brother? And now he didn’t
punish when he investigated them to release (judbe?ppressed. He didn’t say | didn’t know.
And let’'s send him a message that assures all wafrksir order. So that it becomes a witness
upon him. And upon those who collaborated him i freedom. So that he became a witness
upon them. The saints said to him, “This is gooddwyg and before mankind.” And it couldn’t
be false upon our brother. And it couldn’t be aroggh and misery upon the commandment of
God. Our order which is said to be, ‘Afild 22\) your words never tell a lie.’ Yes, we send our
messengers so that they will assure them withhaly &llow so that it became a witness upon

them as you said.

[86] Then the chief of the association let someone whitgebook of messengers’ which assures
things of order. And things of their righteous asally the way of Lord. It is not as the
hypocrites suspect. Rather, [it is] as it is digtiished by its fruit. That brought Gods word that
say, “For every tree is known by his own frult* Once more, it makes understandings of the
decisions of the law of Old and New Testament, n¢igg shepherds and herd. As the upright
shall inherit [eternal] life aéf. 22VP) the rich man asked his Lord as there are other eumib

things which are needed among the believers. Bgjiteat like the existence of Holy Trinity, the

3344 Luke 6:44
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Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit one God inndiyj and one essence in person, and united

without mixing, and equal in providence and Godhead

[87] And they sent this message to the king with blgssiand peace as it is proper. And two
brethren: one his name is Tomas, and the secooaldkd Soyon who are learned and who are
glad both externally and internally. And they caip@und (ascertain) by their words which are

out of this book of message. And this brother caartier to the(f. 23r%) king with them.

[88] And they reached inside the king’s court. And tleaered to that governor. And the

governor told the king that these saints reachemtoAlingly, they had a book of message.
Having heard [this], the king told [his soldiers]dt him bring that book of message.” But for

them were toguard him.

[89] Then after seven days, he [the king] commandedsdbidiers] to had them stand before
him. When they had them stand before the king, thllythem to prostrate [themselves] to the

king. The saints said, “Don’t you know before ndwatt we don’t prostrate to a king. What's
special today toprostrate.” Then they [the soldiesil them(f. 23r°) again, “Do revile your
teacher.” And they said, “We don’t revile our teach And they told to the king. When the king

knew their last word of the saints, he sent fonttgaying, “You are truly monks. May God bless
your monasticism. And now that you brought a bobknessage, did you speak and when |

argue [against] you, do you accomplish the affair?”

[90] And this brother whose name is Tomas said, “Yesgue with strangers. And God will do
everything for me. But | never argue with you. Ayml are proper tobe a moderator for those
they argue and judge bf. 23V") integrity.” And the king said, “How do you argu¥®u are
young as | looked at you. Why didn’t you bring frgmour elders? How do you stand before me
with this two? Do you think that | am better forwfio be a moderator]? Why didn’t you bring

your teacher?”

[91] And this brother said, “Our teacher can't easilyrfd. Our life is in the monastery. He can

be found annually or semi-annually. At a time wentvé& many regions when they [our
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opponents] seize us violently. Our life is with fetiihg and with exile from district to district.”
When the king heard his last word, he commandddttbim enter. From that day on wards, he
[the king] (f. 23\") commanded [his soldiers?] to feed them [the saioysthe hands of that

governor.

[92] After ten days from the time he commanded to thedn, the king said againto had them
stand [before him]. And they had them stand asaiee &\nd he sent to that brother saying, “Did
you accomplish when you came?” And that brothed,séres, | will accomplish as | said

before.” And the king said, “It is not possible he completed by you. However, say tobring
elder experts who have beard and your teacher souasargument will be based on the

scriptures. As you will fill (complete) what we lak...™ %3

[93] (f. 24r%) Then after many days they [the king’s soldiers]gtauto this brother with his

brethren who are the people of this region. Ang tvdught him to that governor while he was
in the king's court. At that time they brought theAt that time, that governor having spent the
day with the king came back to his home at nightfalmet them [the saints]. And not coming

closer to them, he picked up a stone hasteningstoried upon them brutally as this man is
wicked and wearer of demon. Having arrived he pickgain a stick and flogged to tht
24rb) brother. This wearer of rage whose name idl&whipped him many times till he

exhausted. But that brother bore patiently thes#aglgings praising God. When this governor
saw that that brother was accepting the flogging lae was praising God while he was being
flogged, he said to him, “I will harden the heaftRharaoh, he said this was.” And that brother
replied him, “Behold! The work of Pharaoh is upauy

[94] Then he [the governor] tightened a chain insidehsiad. And he went and entered his
home. And the saints spent the night carrying thefferings outside where the chilly falls. And
nothing is searched for the sglfe 24V7) them from mankind except Lord their God.

#345[we fill what you lack?]
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[95] Then by the next day, they [the saints] went to himd said to this governor, “Completed
for us today what you started yesterday.” And gusernor said to the brother whom he flogged
him yesterday, “I transgress. Pardon me as | remimdidnight while | suffered my arm saying,
“How did it happen this- what | flogged them.” Atlais brother said, “And for me nothing will
come upon you.” Rather, pray to God so that He palidon you. And he left them. And they

went to(f. 24VP) their monastery.

[96] That day when they caught them with his brethrem [soldiers] in the land of ¥izan?>*°

which is called Barénta; when he lacked their deoephe brought them to the king while they
were in the land of Amhara which is called Halayntdnd they brought them there and had
them stand before the king. And the soldiers saithém, “Prostrate [yourselves] to the king and

revile your teacher.” But the saints refused th&hen they were amazed at them by frightening
while they were whipping them [their] right andti¢fide]. Then that brother said to thetf,

25r%) “We complete your [grace].”

[97] And that brother said, “Thereafter, if | bring themhen | find them, give us gift of
glorification so as not to worsen your cruelty ups” Then the king said, “Be it for you a
covenant and an oath not to make evil upon yourexking with cruelty.” Then the king make
an oath for them saying, “First by the promise ovenant of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit; Then by the covenant of Nand Abpham and “shaq; Then by the covenant of the
Prophets and Apostles; Then by the covenant ofLady Mary mother of God, daughtéf.

25rb) of the prophets, and mother of the martyrs, antérsisf the angels. Be it for you a

covenant and an oath.”

[98] Then that brother said, “And what do you say? Wb take us [there]? Will not many
[soldiers] seize us violently?” And the king sal@hall | give you messengers?” And that
brother said, “Make a decree inside your court.dAhe [king] made a decree for them which

said, “Forgive these saints whom we were tortuthregn first, knowingly or unknowingly. And
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now that all he saysHstifanos the unclean”, he himself be unclean. Andrsaff. 25V/) this,
he made a decree inside the gate of the wall (thggkcompound). Then second, in his royal
camp and third, at the gate of the town. Then hee gaem messengers saying, “When you

arrived each region (country) let him announcediberee for you as you like.”

[99] Then these saints went taking those messengersaehannouncing [the decree] for them
at every market they arrive. When they reached diistict (town) called Sart which it has a
market there, they entered inside it to announdeaee. There was one monk in this country
that he went from them [the saints] by makingéi(f. 25\})) trouble (disagreement). And he
was separated from their order. And that very dagmwhe heard while they were announcing
the decree, he said, “If | ruin what they build,ywas | born?” Saying this, he went to the king
to accuse them. And this monk’s name is Basd. Then he made [others] write a book which is
full of the bitterness of death which let [othelslieve what all they read and heard. And it
encourages for the killing of the saints with & false [reading]. And he gave th&ashafa
Hasat(‘false book’) to the king. And the king took it.

[100] But these(f. 26r%) saints arrived at their brethren’s association. Amely told to the
chief of the association what the king said. [Tisato bring] from the chiefs of the saints and
from the elders and scholars of scripture (boo#d)itn so that he will make reconciliation. And

their dispute will be by scriptures.

[101] Then this chief of the association made [scholawsfile again [a book] that give
understanding of issue on the faith of Trinity aidthe order of the scriptures and all who want
for the salvation. And [it has also] many strandeanitions which are proper for the king with
peace and blessings. And the admonitions (§a26r) like this, “Be aware about the good
kings who acquired (overtook) goodness in theg filme: Dawit andlozqyas andlyosyas. For
this reason, know and ask that they surpassed. sendlid Ak’ab. [Ask and know] what
happened in their time. And now it is better fouyto listen than to sacrifice. And you make the
throne of your kingdom truthful. And now enemies mat disappear. And what they brought

your father to such work were these enemies. Andl Isaves you from the messenger of devil

and make(f. 26V7) the throne (palace) of your kingdom straight. Aod the sake of it is
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proper to straighten it. For this reason, you w#kure (inquire) many for the alien in every
aspect: concerning the order of the saints, & without the order of the Prophets and Apostles;
regarding the enemies who became aware all theaddywho wish to abrogate the order of

teaching of sainfistifanos. And it confirms many alien things as theaion allows.

[102] And the chief of the association gatherdthsbara Azaw (the brethren’s association).
And he said to them, “What do we say from now? exe is nothing to be done that Ld({fd

26\}’) did not know; nothing will happen.” And now, lesgnd him as he said so that it couldn’t
be a reason for a man as he speaks. As peoplesiyhat He told them in the scriptures, they
refused him [to accept]. Anbdllazbara Ahaw agreed by this. And they said, “What will happen
from now unless the will of Lord.” Yes, we will s@rs0 as it can be a witness in the later day of

court of law.

[103] Then the chief of the association took from theiegis and deacons and brethren. And

one among them whose name is M&ka27r%) Sadeq whom he was withbunadstifanos so
that he will be a witness on what he saw and knaavtheir number is 15. Then he said to them,
“And now | told you, his word will not accomplisb this man as he spoke. Rather, beware and
know and he appreciates and praises you; and tehsdiyou are the children of the order. And
he came to you again in the traverse side. Andaite[® you] torevile your teacher. However,
beware! And observe so as not to err. And do rtsggress upon mdfi. 27r°) of God. And
now don’t be afraid the revile of human and theirdr. And die on your faith (faith). And you,

Mélka Sadeq, go and die because of God’s word.”

[104] Then he sends them saying, “Arriving there [yod] kém, ‘if you make peace and
reconciliation by the justice of righteousnesseithlet it be as you said. Otherwise, take these
15 [saints]. It will be enough for your sacrificeBesides, he said to them, “You get your
brethren there, and they will be disciples for you.

[105] So, he sent them with thidashafa Mal'skt (book of message) which is fillddl. 27V
with God’s word which was spoken by the Prophet$ preached by the Apostles who he hears

and does; let he hears and keeps and does. Aeddibdésn’t do tobe a witness upon Him during
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Doomsday as the Lord’s word say, “And that he heayswvord and not keep, | don’t condemn
him as | didn’t come tocondemn the world than teestihe world. If he denies me and does not
accept my word, there is [one] who condemns hirDdaoemsday. That he hears this word by me

condemns him.”

[106] And with this, they arrived at the king’s court. @the king was df. 27V°) the town
(district) of Dizay which is called Zango, and thejd the king, “And it became happiness upon
many who accepted the word of righteousness asstsaid that the king made reconciliation
with Dagiqadstifanos. He announced a decree which say, “I forghese saints the wall of
enmity will ruin and devil will be ashamed. Forghieason, it became happiness upon them. For
many as they didn’'t know what he did later. Thenchmmmanded to let the saints stand before

him. And they stand before him.”

[107] (f. 28F) Then they [the saints] blessed the king with wartislessing with peace as it is
proper. And they gave him thistashafa Mal'skt. And the king took this book and read it. In side
it, there was all words of intelligence. That time said, “My kingdom is not only for justice and
integrity. And now with the son of whom shall | dadrtiality. Rather, 1 will judge with what He
showed me. And now if really like this, you arellga man of law and children of order; [you

are] real righteous and May Lord bless your mongssti.”

[108] And again(f. 28r°) he asked things about th¥ishafa Mal'skt. And they defended him

by their words: about the faith of Trinity, and abdoshy't®**’

and malékot(Godhead or
divinity) which are co-equal after unity. And thagsured him many alien [things] by their words
all he questioned. And the king heard all theingjsi (responses) and accepted happily. And at
that time the guards who stand there offended &imgsswith things. And the king said to the

guards, “Why did you oppress them. Did you thinkttthey are as before? And now we brought
them by the covenant of God. Don’t be effi 28V7) upon them, and nothing except good
[things].”

3347 tasho't (0T is the Incarnation of Christ which is celebrated?8fi of Maggabit
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[109] Then he said to the saints, “And now as it got dekour issue be for tomorrow. And
prepare all that is in your hearts so that you antjue withKahnat Dabtéard’ And they prepared

all in their minds. And we will judge with what H&howed us. And it will be peace among us
and among you. In the morning, he commanded to theen room near to him. And their
dinners like what is allowed to a strange and faond drink. And he also commanded to prepare

and give them with a good care.

[110] Then in that night the kingf. 28VP) gathered his monks and the elders frigahnat
Débtéra and others from his governors and from his cleafiers. And he said to them, “What
should be about these saints, Dadigéifanos, so that we will argue against [them] in ibgue
of faith by scriptures and we will make peace awbnciliation with them. They [the saints] said
that all our issues and their issues should becaptsres. And it will be completed by justice.

Could it be about prostration or about all whatniguired for them, they say it should be on

scriptures?” And we also told [to bring] the(fa 29r°) 15 [debaters?].

[111] Then Zamikael said to them, “Now, do show me your faith as pelieve and preach?”
Then that brother whose name is Tomas said, “M figi to believe in God the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit which are one in @eatl and three in person. | and all my
brethren believe and prostrate by this.” And Zariekaaid, “This is S@taf**®. Show me where

it is in the scriptures?”

[112] And that brother said, “The scriptures tell uséissence of Trinity. Here you are from the

books(f. 29r°) of Moses that say, ‘In Saint (sic) Genesisdidyst Orit Z&bdat], after the end of

creature God said, Let us make man in our imaget afir likenes$**® so that you will know
the existence of Trinity. If it says, ‘| make a mammy image’ it is one. And again it says, “[And

the Lord God said,] Behold, the man is become a@&sadrus, to know good and evil: and now,

3348 sz atat (lit. hours) is an Ethiopian canonical housslbwhich was served by the clergy during nighte Book
was authored by Giyorgis Z&-Géa.
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lest he put forth his hand, and take also of tae &f life, and eat, and live forev&r™ If it says,
Adam [man] became as me, the Holy Trinity will hares face. And again about in the [land of]
Shinar it said, “Go to, let us go down, and theoefound their language, that they may not

understand one another's spéétff. 29V") "as they are relatives of mah{°2.

[113] And again it says, “And the Lord appeared unto hirthe plains of Mamre; and he sat in

the tent door in the heat of the day; And he Igthis eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood
by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them the tent door, and bowed himself
toward the ground, And said, My Lord, if now | haeend favour in thy sight, pass not away, |
pray thee, from thy servant: Let a little watepyrdy you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest

yourselves under the tree: And | will fetch a mbebread, and comfort ye your hearts; after
that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye cometo (f. 29\°) servant. And they said, So do,

as thou hast saitf>®

[114] And again the Exodus says, “And the Lord said uvtises, Go unto the people, and
sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wiasr clothes, And be ready against the
third day: for the third day the Lord will come down the sight of all the people upon mount
Sinai®*** So that you will know what the Christ told Mos#st God the father descended to

mount Sinai in fire as it was said and mount Sswias(f. 30r®) to be good. And now, what

shall be for us that is allowed?

[115] Then, they said to him, “Regarding faith what tisay [let it be] in scriptures, it is good

toargue.” And regarding prostration that is [givén] you; let God show you our lord king. If he

[He?] leaves them, no one will be found from otimemks who are at a monastery who obeys to

$30Gen 3:22
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$353Gen 18:1-5

335 Exod 19:10-11

425



the dignity of your kingdom. And they said, “We dilee those who renounced the world.” If
they met obstacle from your elder soldiers, wilt tlley run to [embrace] monasticism? And
[one] holds his own monastery and (e 30rb) goes to the monastery (wilderness). And
nothing will be found in your court. And now, aswyknew the covenant of your fathers and all
their deeds which is allowed from the monks. So ¢harches will be powerful. Thus, their
commemoration will be done by the monks. And nbknow so as not to forget all the works
of your father.

[116] And [some] from the monks said him, “We don't ingmed due to love and covenant
and oath of your father. And if it really is likbdt from today, let peace be with you; who will
not know his monastery? We are not like them wimoueced of the world(f. 30\/3) We never
imprisoned by your love.” And one who is calledljabe Sét whose name is Alma who was
with his father before said to him, “Did you sayydather is righteous or sinner who had been
killing these [saints]? Or what do you want it te?) So they troubled him each with many
things. And they became a cause to his of deatl. nwas deceived by their advice. And he

wanted to incline his mind to the lie of covenasta said before.

[117] Then the king made a proclamation the next daynaade a big assembly and his monks,
and hisKkahnat Dabtéraand his soldiers [attended the assembly]. It becarig assembly. And
the king commanded [his soldiers] to let the sa(htsBO\P) stand alone before him. Then he
said to the saints, “Let your issue be completédahd he said to hiKatwnatd Dabtara “From
you Zamika’el will talk and Matewos will help himBut that Zamika'el idiga Kahvnat>>3who
dresses [servantsZnd Matewos is the leader of Dalffagad. And from the saints Tomas
deacon, the pleasant charm. And the second is Mateavpriest. And that elder whose name is
Malka Sedeq treasury of pearl and a vase of order of ypulihd the other brethren were with
them. And their numberd. 31r%) '..." smoke all. As God descended in fire inside it eahe

out of it as a smoke of a furnac®.

33%5iga Kahnat-literary means chief of the priests or ecclestasti

3356 Exod 19:18
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[118] And again Lord said to Moses, “Go down, chargepibeple, lest they break through unto
the Lord to gaze, and many of them perih™”And this is tolets you know that He said to

Moses that people should not to come closer totBedrather to request.

[119] And secondly, Psalm 109 says, “The Lord hath sward will not(f. 31r°) repent;
Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Méletlek. The Lord at thy right hand.3**®God
the Father said this because of the ordinatiorisoptiesthood for the Son. And Lord at thy right
hand [indicates] that there was the Holy Spirithe right of Son. Therefore, the prophet said
this in the beginning of this Psalm. And Lord s&dmy Lord, “Sit at my right [hand]” to
indicate the existence of the Son in the right ffjaf God the Father.

[120] And secondly, the prophet said about the ordinatib the priesthood of the Son,
“Therefore, God the Lord, anointed you the oil ¢tddpess above your fellows. Above your
fellows denotes above his fellow. The Holy SpiridaGod the(f. 31V) Father know which are

co-equal in Godhead.” And thus, the prophet seeltiegface of the Trinity said, “And | seek

your face o! Lord; | seek your face. And do nontyour face from your slave.”

[121] And Solomon said, “A thrice-thread never cuts lgasAnd Isaiah said, “In the year that
king Uzziah died | saw also the Lord sitting upothine, high and lifted up, and his train filled
the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: eachhamesix®>>° wings; "he stood at the door-step
of the gate from a word praising>° And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, héfy,
31V) holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is fofl his glory®**” This indicates the

person of the Trinity. They gave three “holy’'s” tonean.gzi'abker Saba’ot (God) which
indicates the unity of Godhead (lordship).

3357 Exod 19:21

3398 ps 110:4-5

33%9The gadl says “seven”

3380 Thijs phrase is their own saying and is not patsaf 6:1-3

3361153 6:1-3
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[122] And Dan’el said, “And they brought thrones to the anciemysi and the h of his head
like the pure wool, and his eyes was like the fig@yne and a burning fire was blowing before
him.3*®? And they brought a book and opened it before Gt they opened it alone for the
Mashafa Hiywat pook of life) (f. 32r%). And the son of man came as He was in the ancient

days. And this Son [of God] was with God the Father

[123] And secondly, Dasiel said, “And in the four and twentieth 4% of the first month, as |
was by the side of the great river, which is HideleRhen I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and
behold a certain man clothed in linen, whose loiese girded with fine gold of Uphaz®* And

his soul like Tharshisff®> He said this about Son who is the incarnatad secondly he said,
“And, behold, one like the similitude of the sorismoen (f. 32r°) touched my lips: then |

opened my mouth, and spak€® He said this about God the Father. And seconaiysaid,
“And secondly he touched me like a revelation ohmaad he encouraged me.” And he also said
this about the Holy Spirit.

[124] And Ezekiel said, And that man came and clothednliand girded it on his back. He

received and said, “I did before as you commanded #nd this is [what] the Son said to his
Father. He completed by his command becoming hu®econdly he said, “And he spake unto

the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in betwéwen wheels(f. 32V7), even under the

cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire [findbetween the cherubims], and scatter them over

3362pan 7:9

3383 This gadl begins saying: “And it became 18 years...” but EQille (%7. 10%4-5) says, honP.avl ea-9°
oC WP héAFo €7 mACh H0a@ 0JAR 070 AP0 ANV 98587 AT+ AT+ (16
PANOND7 T49° ChéoNT OCP N2 AL P mPa7 Am- APY-=" Moreover, the name of the rivefegros
or Hiddekel as in KJV, is not mentioned.

3364Dan 10:4-5

3385 This quote doesn't exist in the bible. Howevee Hible in Dan. 10:6 sayshad® A7L (.2A £avad 10C: [=His
body also was like the beryl]

3366 Dan 10:16
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the city®*®* This is about God the Father as he said to the 8ad the scattered coal of fire is
the Holy Spirit which descended upon the Apostiks the fire. Three of them live upon the

chariot of cherubims.

[125] And secondly it was said in the Psalm wiithlle luya[Praise ye the Lord], “The right
hand of the Lord does valiantly*® This is about God the Father. “The right handhef Lord
exalted me.” And this is about the Son becauseigft¢darnation; there comes dignity of son of
man (f. 32V"). And again for the third time he said, “The rigmand of the Lord doeth

valiantly.”*3*® And this is about the Holy Spirit. This is powbat destroys the rebels. Here's for

you from the Torah and the Prophets.

[126] And from the New Testament here’s for you what ltbed said in the gospel when the
Jew opposed Him while He was telling about Himselfl His Father, “...for the works which
the Father hath given me to finish, the same wthrs | do, bear witness of me, that the Father
hath sent me®*"° (f. 33r%) And about the Holy Spirit it said, “If ye love mé&gep my

commandments. And | will pray the Father, and halsfive you another Comfort&f?, that he

may abide with you for for evér’?

[127] And further He said, “My Father that He gave mlendll come to me. From the time He

came to me, | didn’t let him send and go out.”Ad@t the Holy Spirit He said to his disciples,
“Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expediénit you that | go away: for if | go not away, the

3367 Ezek 10:2

#% ps 118:15

¥ ps 118:16

3370 30hn 5:36

3" The gadl says, “Pentecost”
%72 John 14:15-16
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(f. 33r°) Comforter will not come unto you; but if | departyill send him unto you. And when

he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, afidighteousness, and of judgmént®

[128] And further He said about Himself and about HithEg “And all that he heard from my

Father, he came back to me having learnt.” And rsdigaHe said | will tell you about this, “No

man can come to me, except the Father which hattmse draw hin?>"*

[129] And further He said, “Where do you know me? | didrome myself, but there is a

righteous who sent me that you do not know Him. Ahaiow Him. I'm from (f. 33\%) Him

and He sent me.”

[130] And further He said, “And even if | condemn thghti condemnation, it is not only me but
also the Father who sent me. In your Torah it igter that the witness of two is true. And | am
a witness for myself and my witness is the Fathleo went me.” And secondly He said, “As |

emerged from Lord and came, but He sent me.”

[131] And further He said, “If | praise myself, my glois/not worthy and nothing. There is my
Father who praiseff. 33\}’) me.” And secondly He said, “If | didn’t my Fathengork don’t
believe me; and if | did my Father’s work if youddit believe me by my work, believe me so as

you will know and assure that am in the Father, and the Father in'mig>

[132] And further He said, “Father praise your name amuat \5on; this is of the Son and a word

which comes from a heaven that says ‘| praisedagmi| praise you again’.” And secondly He

said, “That believes in me doesn't believe in mé&ss [he believes in] by whom He sent me.

And that(f. 34r%) hasseen me, he has seen the one He sent me.”

3373 3ohn 16:7-8
3374 John 6:44
3375 3ohn 14:11
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[133] And further He said, “And now if the son of man wasised then Lord was praised. If

Lord was praised, and Lord will be praised. Therpkses him.”

[134] And about the Holy Spirit He said to His discipléand | have many things to tell you
and however you can’t bear it now. And when theyHgypirit comes, He will guide you with all
(f. 34r°) righteousness. As I didn't tell you from Him buttiHe heard will tell you and that

He tells and announces you what it comes. And l&s@s and glorifies me as He takes from me
and He tells you what my Father all have. Thuglllytou He takes from me and He tells you

all.”

[135] And further the Son said while praying to God Eather, “Holy Father watch them by
your name that you gave me so that all [of thenl] a@ one. When | was with them in the
world, | guarded them by your nanfk 34V") that you gave me. | keeped and took care of

them.”

[136] “Neither pray | for these alone, but for them aldvolv shall believe on me through their

word; That they all may be one; as thou, Fathériname, and | in thee, that they also may be

one in us.®¥"°

[137] And here you have in the apostle of Peter that,s&yord descended upon Him to where
to spread of His glory. He saidThis is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased’”

We heard this wordf. 34V) that it descended from the heaven for Him whileweze with

Him in His temple. The Father spoke about His Son.

[138] And about the Holy Spirit He says, “When | wasidesSm‘on the shoe maker’'s home,

and the Holy Spirit told me about the messengerQammelyos: and go with them without

3378 John 17:20-21.

3377 2Pet 1:17 Note that thygidl saysH7l:: @A LP: HALPC: HRT: “14.L0e:: “This is my beloved Sorwhom
| elected’ not “in whom | am well pleased”
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longing for.” And in the Epistle of John here yae #hat says, “And truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Chi¥t”

[139] (f. 35F%) And about the Holy Spirit it says, “My childrerwite this for you so that you
do not transgress. If there is [one] who transg®swe have Pentecost in the Father, Jesus
Christ.” And here you are in the Epistle of Pautite people of Ephesus that says, “One God the

Father, the supreme, His one Son Jesus Chrishanddly Spirit are one in essence.”

[140] And further he [Paul] said, “One God and one thesein amondf. 35r°) Lord and the

human Jesus Christ who became human and who saddifimself for all.”

[141] Then that Zamika’el said to him, “These all teagsi are from us. If your father's
teaching is right (orthodox), bring us from the ke®f the Prophets which shoWawaiado

Sllase (co-existence or union of Trinity) as your fatieslanderer of the prophets.”

[142] And that brother said to him, “My father is naarstierer of the prophets, [but] he is hearer

of God’s commandment and receiver of his commandrfen35V’) by the hands of the
prophets. And now | showed you the essence of tyrifii there isTawaiaodo [Sllase] (co-

existence of Trinity) in the books of prophetspigrime.”

[143] And that Zamika’el said, “If | am to tell you, rié& your teacher. That slanderer of the
prophets. Had hedftifanos] heard the prophets, he would have prostratethe king: as
Abraham prostrated to the sons of Efirand Jacob prostrated to Esau; David prostrated to
Saul; and Nathan prostrated to David. And youpil prostrate to the king now, as the time you
(f. 35\}3) prostrate to the king, | immediately will tell yomterpreting by the spirit this
Tawahado [Sllase].”

33781 John 1:3

3379 Abraham did not bow or prostrate to the childréklamor or the G‘az word#9°C /Emor/. But he bowed to the
children of Heth or the &0z wordh. 7 /Ker/. “And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself topkeple of the
land, even to the children of Heth” (Gen. 23:7).
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[144] Then king said to that Zamika'el, “Didn’t Lord sai‘No servant can serve two
masters**®*®And secondly He said, “That which is born of their is spirit>*®For this reason,

leave it. Rather, you are requested ali@waiodo [Sllase] so reply by this.”

[145] Then that brother said, “Had you told me to telliyby interpreting(f. 36r%) | would
have told you. | showed you from the scriptureo[dbthe essence of Trinity as you asked me.”
[146] Then, following him that old man whose name is k&edeq said, Tawaiado” doesn’t
mean co-equal of the Trinity as the holy Torah séitkar, O Israel: The Lord our God is one
Lord®*% Tt is not four and not fivé.**** And that brother again said, “What you said about

my father, | found nothing on him contempt of theghets.”

[147] Then(f. 36r°) the king said to that brother, “Did they not sayyt that you are well
educated except that your father who is slanddréreoProphets?” And that brother said, “If our
father is cruel in manner, how could it be possfbleus to be good education [givers]? Doesn’t
God said, ‘A corrupt tree cannot bring forth gooditf’**** And now our education is not like

others but of our father as we know his work.

[148] Then the king said to that brother, “Where do ¥aow him? As | see you, you a(&

36V7) young.” And that brother said, “Yes, | know him big work.” And the king said, “How
do you know him? Are you an angel?” And that brotb&id, “As our Lord said, ‘He that hath
seen me hath seen the Fatfi8fAnd I, like him, have a witness who knows him it fais
works.” And the king said, “Where is your witnessitien that brother let him stand to that old

33801 uke 16:13; Matt. 6:24

%381 J0hn 3:6

382 peut 6:4

338 This sentence is not in the Bible [or is not mdrDeut 6:4]
3384 Matt 7:18

%38 John 14:9
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man whose name is Mall§edeq tobe a witness on what he saw. And he sakete'i$ that old

man for my witness.”

[149] Then the king said to that old man whose nan{é.i86\°) Malka Sadeq, “How do you
know him? And what does his work look like?” Andtlold man said, “Yes, | know the work of
my father; and | lived with him 15 years and | le=at from him law of the Prophets, and order of
the Apostles and monasticism. | found nothing upon and nothing except good and holy

order.”

[150] And that Zamika’el said to him, “I bet you now yasur father(f. 37r°) said to Isaiah the
prophet saying, ‘I saw Lord while He lives upon kigoreme and long throne. He is a liar who
saw Him like that.” And Peter said to him, ‘Petended Lord thrice on a single night.” And |

didn’t deny him up to now. And | bet you becauséhis.”

[151] Then the king said, “Let he bet you, accept toatieh And at that time, the saints knew

him that the king inclined his heart and his miod (f. 37rb) partiality as he said, “Let he bet
you.” As they knew before what his father did thatkilled the saints by the false witness of
Sinoda. For this reason, they became quiet. Therkithg said to those who stand there for a
witness to tell their witnesses. And one from thedeo stand for withess whose name is
Margorewos, teacher of Dabrd'&yy&a, said, “Yes, | know the works of their teachérat the

is slanderer of the Prophets. For this the HolyiSigsi my witness.” And the second one said like

is.

[152] Then the king said [to hisahwnata Dabtar®] so aqf. 37V/) to judge. And one while
judging by the witness of two and three said, “Satipyour things. And now martyrs came out
upon him as he is slanderer of the Prophets. Aesktlioved their fathers from the Prophets and
when they told them to revile him, they refuseddAhus, it is right they [must] die.” And like
him the second said, “Yes, | agree with that theysindie.” And the third stood up and judged

and said, “I say let them show from scriptures tetba-Tawdodo. As they found(f. 37V°)

earlier [that say], “As you fill their defect and they [in their turn] fill what you lack.”
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[153] And the second and the third said like this. Anchynautsiders (opponents) said, “They
must die.” And they said to the king tojudge. Ahe king said, “I do not judge now sentence to
death.”

[154] Then one brother whose name is Matewos said, “Wbatou mean by, ‘They must die,

they must die’? If they took a handful of waterrfra river, it doesn’(f. 38r%) lessen?” If they

throw [something to the river], what does it add¥Aikewise if we die, what do our brethren
lack? And the king said, “You will be then killetiead of time.”

[155] Then that old man whose name is Ma§igileq said to the king, “Let you be our witness
that our faith and our works become perfect as senu twice in the book of their messages to
our association.(f. 38rb) And now we assured you all by our words and abaiour witness

that our faith is not right and perfect or it doéset us stand before Lord.

[156] When he said to him like this, he (the king) comaed [hisKahonata Dabtar&] to bring
Méshafa Zzalafa(book of reproach). Then the king said to the safsic) [MéalkaSedeq], “Take
[and] hear is youMéashafa Zalafa! And they read that book which was full of liesdan
blasphemy that his [Z& Yaosqob’s?] father had it write from the inspiration bis heart
without learning any principle (order) but by jeady. And it despises &ff. 38\?) the orders of
the saints. And its word is bitter for whom he Isedtrteaches killings and misery. And the saints

heard it by patience as all the issues of righteess were changed into lie and partiality.

[157] And when it became dark, the king commanded [bidiars] to[let the saints] in. And at
that time the king commanded to separate that @d whose name is Malkgedeq from his
brethren saying, “He will encourage them.” Thenyteeparated and took him alone to the house
of sorcery totorture him there. And from that ti(rﬁe38\)°) onwards his brethren didn’t see him
till his death. And it became great sorrow upomth@&nd they brought them home where they
spent the night. And he [the king] sent them br@a@ra), and mead for their dinner. And they
took the bread but about mead they said to the engss, “It is enough as you had already

served us mead yesterday. And take this and dbrira} from now onwards again.”
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[158] And that day thé..." of the month Miyazy4f. 39r%) when they separated that old man
from his brethren and from that day [onwards] Hee [king] let them live criticizing as they
didn’t offer him glory as they preferred and fawed words of Lord and words of their teacher

whom he said, “Beware! Don’t enter partiality.”

[159] Then the king went from that place to a town (p)azalled Yalas. And he said about the
saints todrive them away. He added guards upon tbehe previous ones toguard them like the
prisoners as he knew what he’ll (o 39rb) later. And he arrived at that town (place). And he

let the saints live nearby him.

[160] Then they came from monks and from priests anah fothers and from his soldiers. And
they said to them, “What doesn’t he permit for yxeept the one prostration? Rather, he loved
your faith and he was pleased by your deeds. Andwiby do you give him reason.” And they
persuaded them in many things tobring them dowm fitee throne of freedom to théf. 39V)
enslavement. And the saints didn’t accept theiespes and [they] consider it as nothing. And
they said to them [the saints], “Why did you makeso ashamed? Is that not better [for you] to
enter your monastery well?” Is there not be realhything which can not be resolved by
repentance? And the saints didn’t accept the wofdbese deceivers. Rather, they hope the

prophecy of their fathers that say, “Die for thkesaf God’s word.”

[161] And the king changed his mind as he knew the stheoigthe mind of the saints that they
neither obey him nor returf. 39\") by persuading. And he lied the covenant of hit.oand

he preferred the advice of his evil advisors. Ardwas encompassed by the warmth of their
love which is perishable. And he was smitten byward which was on the waist of his
messengers. It became the fault of the sheathhéis fathers dig a death of ditch and filled it
with poisoned water, the jug also became jug ofewvice. And he spilled it much. He let the
water flow to the dams of his farmland.

[162] Then the body of many of his advisors and scholdrs drink from the poisoned water

became stagnar{f. 40r®) Then they conceived trouble and delivered sinriihof death were

produced till their sizes became reeds of wildesness a result of their quarrelling and
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altercation many innocent righteous became ill thikky tend to be avenger of blood. As it
[scripture] says, “Evaporation came about beforelsng as quarrelling and nagging also came
before adversary.” Likewise, the argument (quang)l of the monks who live in the

monasteries with saidtbbadstifanos was like this.

[163] Then as the king supported them [the king’s edhlisors] and he was deceived by their

temporary advice, he canff 40r) to be in adversary with his children. He was indoleith

evil and became cruel to shed blood. As the prophet, “Ephraim united with his people.”
Likewise, this [king] united with them. Their eye®re closed so as not to see the righteousness
of God so that it will happen upon them what isiday the prophet, “The clergy closed the path
to Lord and they killed to Segima.”

[164] And again he said, “The angels began to be amgry the side. The{f. 40\’) stretched
their hands with the arrogant as their heart wasdtlilike an oven, and he smites them every
night.” Likewise, the monks who live in the monass were also burnt their heart with jealousy
[like] fire. As it defames the ethics of this hdliystifanos], his followers didn't offer the king

any thanks.

[165] Therefore, they [the king’s soldiers] united to @l things. They encouraged shedding
blood. When God contended wifh 40\°) his people, they chained by a violence of rope to

happen upon them what was said by the prdpiieas there is no salvation on earth without lie,
theft, adultery and murder. Earth was filled bysi#eBlood was mixed with blood. Due to this
earth cries; [and] it will be one with those wheeliinside it. And now it became like this in the
reign of DobbaSar the proselytiser and in the reigns of his somaAs Baar the vexed heart.
The earth was filled with a smell of their stroregéit which mixes blood witff. 41r%) blood

till servants of God cried for them.

[166] But the vexed heart deceived (conspired) very muymbn the saints. He spoke that he

will make reconciliation with them in everything.uBthey didn’t trust him. They told him,

3386155 1:187
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“Make an oath that you never commit evil [act] upewhen you gather us.” He replied them,
“Let it be with justice(f. 41r°) truth and argument by scriptures; otherwise, | tiida any bad

things upon you.” And the messengers of the king sathe saints, “Isn’t the king’s word one?
Was even one word changed from what he spoke? \idhyod hesitate today?” And the saints

said, “If we don’'t hear making us an oath, yes wam'dl trust [him].”

[167] And he swore a covenant that is highly firm as akg earth. And they [the saints] came

trusting the king after he told them his covenant.

[168] After this covenant, he [the king] turned his hear change the word he had s#fd

41\/3) about them [the saints]. He lied the covenantigfdath. He was deceived by the advice
of his young men and his masters (learned men)ith@t recall the scripture’s word that say,
“Don’t cheat yourself by your people’s advice; Higors are many for one who swears. His
home’s plagues (punishment) don't finish. His soesh'’t depart him even at old age. It will be a
mistake for him even if he double keeps silent.wile not be a righteous as his home is filled
with tribulations according to his oath.” As he fsasovenant that brings death. Go(f’s41\)°)
word that revenges a sickle with his wrath wasafhembered. As the angel told to the prophet,
“For all that swear falsely, He (Lord) will revendem. Let him enter to Lord that has all

authority. ”

[169] That each house who swears falsely in my namendagsend the night in his house. All
his woods and stones will be accomplished. And Kieasaid it is evil is a spoiler to him that
changes his word. He said again, “Evil was despise@ man who is a liar. Stealing is better
than lying. However, the consequence of both iergisnd deatff. 42r%). As a liar man was
dishonoured and shameful forever.” And he saidradaie is shame for an angel and old man.
It is shame to break a promise for a prince ancegar. And now from inside a cursed what
pure thing can emerge? From inside a falsity wlieres righteousness find? What do we say
today? The poor of this world lean upon with thenges’ and governors’ argument instead of

righteousness and justice. Like what is writterSaripture what they relied on in the law of the
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Levites. And what can we sd§. 42rb) now as all became equal and united to conspire or

rebel.”

[170] And now, woe to thee, o country, as the choserewdestroyed inside you; and your
continent was built with bloodshed, and all youillgv@were built] with violence. And names of
revile were drawn in all its hills. Are you pleaseih the works of Jerusalem whose customs is
killings and bloodshed, and that it didn’t pleadthe lives of its prophets or its apostles? And
here you lay on a blood, like a heifer which doeget accustomed to conceiving and delivering
a [calf]. Is that better for you [to be] like (sii) the ancien{f. 42\/) days of the kingdom of
the serpent to prepare for him a table of humaneaal than the kingdom of Christ, the world

saviour, who gives his flesh for the redemptiomainy [people]?

[172] And it is said again, “As your shepherds weretsl€ngdom of Persia made your valiant
sleep. Likewise, we said today, “O! Bloody courfthed with falsity, full of violence, your king
who is a liar and covenant breaker; your goveraoesliable to bribe; and your priests respond
with bonus; and your teachers are sanctimoniousrégfeople; and your shepheids 43ra)
keep their herd by force and are bonus seekerg. dt@t collect scattered ones; they don’t seek
out that is left; they don’t pick that is fallerhey don’t heal that is wounded. [They] drink
milking; they wear fur; they eat fatty and theylduheir skeleton. What do we say now? Are
you pleased with the work of Samaria where it didatisfy even if it eats; it didn’t harvest even

if it sows; it didn’t oil nor drink its oil even iit plants?

[173] Likewise, even todayf. 43rb), you eat but you don't satisfy; you sow but youn'to
harvest, you plant olive tree but you don’t lubte&cand you don’t drink your wine. How and
how many seeds of God’s word have been sown uporsye the preaching ébunadSalama
until now? How much can you collect if you gatherrectly? How and how many olive trees
have been planted since the timeAblunaSalama. These our fathers child[ren]T@li the nine
saints: Aragawi, andf. 43V%) Panalewon, Alef, and Liganos, and Garima, anshiata, and
Gubba, Afe andSahma, andAbba Libanos, and Taklahaymanot, aAba Samuel, B&élota

Mika’el, and Gabra Amlak, and Yanrms, and Gabréd Nazrawi and others whom we remember
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their names. And after them the bles8etfanos with his followers (disciples). Had you been

oiled from their [Dagiqalstifanos’] spiritual works, the smell of your sputumas removed.

[174] And now, what(f. 43\P) do we say now O! Bloody country? Are you pleaséith the
works of Antioch which shed blood the martyrs ofri€hinside it in the hands of its tyrant king
and its governors who are filled with evils and wklked the blessed Fasiladas, Tewodros and
all martyrs of Christ who were there? Or are yoeapkd with the works of Atreb who let

blessed Nob and the then martyrs of Christ kill?af@ you pleased with the works of Armenia

(f. 44r%) who let saint Arsema and all the martyrs of Chiisb were there kill?

[175] And now, how many of the martyrs of Christ werkeki inside you? Your fate was ended
and your work was known. Your evil was disclosedyasr king was a liar like king of Saba

who killed martyrs of Christ who were in Nagraneafhe had made a covenant. And your king,
the furious heart you have, likewise deceived tiats. Behold! (Now!f. 44r°) he has killed

them after he made a covenant.

[176] O! Sinoda, how does your poison spilt over upomyrigaeople] when you accuse and say
devil to fatherdstifanos and let him stand before the king makingsaupo witness? The king
that heard your lie when you made an oath humdigtaus before the people saying, “If devil can
reproduce with human, aren’t the women who weré wi here better than his mother?” This is
your lie. Behold! Your revilgf. 44\%) and lie was known by the king before the publi¢. O
Sinoda, how did your eyes close not to see thé tulten they dare to say son of devil to the
righteous? How did you fail to while reading theidfle of John that says, “Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesif God.***"The words of the Lord say like
that. Why don’t you know this? Does not it say, r'iéd thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a
bramble bush gather they grap&®®

3387 1John 42

3388 | ke 6:44
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[177] (f. 44\P) In the prophecy of Amos, for the sake of Israelsio&en the heart of Amaziah

and accused him till sending to Jeroboam the kirigrael; likewise, today our holy father said,
“All the uttermost part of the earth should remem@®d and came back to Lord; and all the
people of countries should prostrate to the kingdwimGod. As you said to the righteous
[dstifanos] son of devil and accused him to the king,[Bod] bring you suffering of heart and

He dissipated your thougH{f. 45r%) A small evil seed that is sown in your heart; fritra fruit

of sin was born. And it has spread till today.

[178] O! Sinoda, how many [people] did you bring to yanistake? As evil plant produces root

in your heart, it produced many branches. It seldtasgrape areas of Sodom. And their vine is

like Gomorrah; and their seed is seed of bile; thed taste is bitter.

[179] And now as Lordf. 45r°) in the gospel said, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! wot thee,
Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were daneyou, had been done in Tyre and Sidon,

they would have repented long ago in sackclothaetds. 3%

[180] What did we say now? If what was done inside yad tone for a lesson in Sodom and

Gomorrah, they would have saved from the coming #nd now, where is the thing that was

done in Chorazin and Sidon but not done in you?

[181] Do you have any other violence remained other tharcondemnation of the martyrs of

Christ in Antioch,(f. 45V%) Armenia, Atreb, in the district of Persiapdsras, Rome, and all
districts of Jerusalem? But when they denied thesmé of Lord, they condemned to those who

didn’t deny the messiah of Lord.

[182] But you killed the servants of Christ calling theme of Christ. And you, hoping your
medication from Christ’s blood that spilt from thb of the Christ, and worshiping in the mark
of nails of the Cross, you nailed the servdfits45\°) of Christ with an iron nail. You pierced

the servants of Christ with a spear. While tellfegsion of the Christ you tortured them [Daqgiga

3389 Matt 11:21; Luke 10:13
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dstifanos] by the following afflictions and sufferingsy floggings, by blowing; by slapping; by
kicking with elbow; by pillaging property; lettinthem bare till they became bread of the
Eucharist; letting them géf. 46ra) to pagan areas separately; chaining their hands, ded
neck; prohibiting food, water and cloth; cuttingh¢ies; slashing nose and ear; picking eye;
lacerating jaws (cheeks), face and arms; pickingayting) the muscles of the feet of legs;

burning with fire; slashing limbs; by stoning insid market and an island.

[183] And after they [the saints] were killed by cuttifigeir] limbs, and by burning with fire,
by scattering their ashes into the river, by cagyon donkey’s or mule’s back like a sadk
46rb), by dragging in a street, by leaving their corpsea cliff and river, by picking up their
corpse from a grave, by stoning their corpse, lygtywo saints with nuns in four yokes, by
giving to lions, by firing upon metal bedf. 46\") by [putting to] a brass pitcher which is
heated with fire, by crushing their fingers withtadehammer, and by burning with blazing taper
their: lips, womb, eyebrow, beard, thighs, eyel@slelid), ears, breasts; by putting their fingers
on fire, lacerating with double razor, cutting thikand and leg with an axe like a log; by these

and similar things, you suffered them until the petion of [their] martyrdom .

[184] What can we say now? O! Bloody country, how loidyybu stay pretending externally

whereas you are filled with violence, accusatiod partiality (f. 46\)0) internally? If you had

known, Lord said, “I will send you prophets, apestnd scholars of scriptures, and you will
kill, hang and flog them in their churches. And yazhase them away from country to country so
as it will happen upon them the bloods of all tighhteous which spilt over the earth [starting]

from the blood of Abel, the righteous, until sonJeberechiah, Zechariah who was killed in the

centre of the temple. Verilf. 47ra) | say unto you, this will happen unto this genenafi

[185] And today, how many bloods of righteous of Lordrevspilt inside you? If you noticed,
wouldn’t Paul, the messenger, say like this? “As enot Jew for a model, circumcision is not
for the model of circumcision of flesh. And He séike this, “What's the use of robbery? And
how’s circumcision facilitated?” Multiply for the avks of righteousness; however, approved
words of God first. And believe in it.
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[186] (f. 471°) And if you don't notice, hear what comes nexthiéte are [people] who don't
believe in that and if this let others not to bedien God, let it be false for them. But today, a
righteous was saved in trust. But that who talkd profanes [God’s word] never escapes and

with nothing. However, you escaped from belief like Jews and pagans seeking signal. As our
apostleqf. 47\/3) in their synod said, “Signal is for the non-beéevews and pagans not for the
believers. It is for non-believers to believe innSbut not for those who understands for
advantage.” Casting out devils doesn’t have adggntar us but for those who are cleaned by
Christ.

[187] As Lord said in the gospel, “Notwithstanding ifisthejoice not, that the spirits are subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your nameswaitten in heaven®*%And you had better
need advantage than a sigridl. 47\°) If you understand now, when the Pharisees ask Lord

saying, “When the kingdom of God should coma®”

[188] He replied them like this, “The kingdom of God aetin not with observation. Neither

shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behald kingdom of God is within yoi?*? And now
those who believe in Jesus Christ and follow himm@andment aren’t they living in the kingdom

of God? Why(f. 48r°) does the believer seek signal like the non-beti@®rarisee? Is that not
the hypocrite (hesitant) that need a signal likerduthe day of the Lord?

[189] Hence, Lord said his disciples, “There comes tivhen you hope and love to see son of
man one day during his life but you never see y&hd now if you understand this, you had

better to favour God than to favour son of manHaman. Those who do want to fava(r

48rb) God go with wisdom but not with madness. They m®rshe commandment of the Lord.

They read the scriptures all the time. And He gjtieans their heart. He gave them wisdom to

love. Those who chosen Christ in their life didiaitour son of man.

3390) yke 10:20
3391 | yke 17:20
3392 | yke 17:20-21
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[190] The patience and faith of the saints who are ife2iglland of Ethiopian?] is this. Father

holy dstifanos with his followers who are fasten (b 48V") God’s house were fruitful like a
palm which was grown in a sea shore; They smed &krose which was grown at Jericho for
those who knew them. And they were covered withvéis like aromatic canggsimot), like the
flower of lily (dangolatf**® in between thorns, and have pleasant perfume dikeamon
(gananmos) and mandrakes gngotat) and like pomegranaterofnan) which is inside the
paradise, and like spikenandafdog. And like spikenard gnbalf3®% and frankincense 48in),

and oil of myrrh @¢on’at), and costusq>sf). And maya-bbn, and like myrrh karbe)and aloe
(‘alow), like all pleasant perfumes who are spiced. Arelure like cinnamon and saffr¢h
48\P) (masray). And bright like the odoriferous flowesagla) and white likeraza®**who

praise God in great patience and perseverancethagdjot what He promised them whom they

love.

[191] Then, when this vexed heart and covenant liar king] knew that they [Stephanites]
won't obey his kingdom. Then commanded [his sok]i¢o had them stand before him in the
month GinbotHe also commanded to let Malk&deq stand alone. And they let him stand like
what he commanded. And they let them separate drstand(f. 49r°) three’s being amazed
upon them with fear. When it got dark, he [the kingmmanded them [his soldiers] to chain
them [the saints] that day. And they chained sdydlmat old man alone. They stayed chained
like this for 27 days.

[192] And there they made many supplication, fastingyer, prostrations for their God so that
He can enable them [their sufferings] in everythilghen the association of their brethren
(mahbara ahawihomu)at dbso heard the news, they came. And they sent aagess two

brethren saying, “Four from among you [should] hitlem [the saints] theréf. 49r°) And two

3393 According to KWK’s dictionary [KWK= Kidana Wéld #le] “dangolat” meanswild onion which has good
perfume

339 According Leslau’s dictionary (Leslau 20104nbaltis an aromatic plant
3395 eslau 2010razais a white bird which feeds on locusts
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of you [should] return to us to report (elaborated situation when the saints entered to the
king’s court.” On the third day, those messenge#sso(were sent frormakbérd ahaw) returned
[to their] brethren. When the saints saw those eragss, they praised God as the prophecy of
their fathers that says, “You will find there thdseethren that help you” was completed. They
lived with them helping them till the end of théife. And many others from monk&alvnata

dabtaraand other(f. 49V%) scholars came [to them] and tried to deceive themnany ways

saying, “What is needed from you except the onstpmton?” But the saints didn’t accept their

idea.

[193] Then the vexed heart and liar of covenant comnuhrjtis soldiers] to let them [the
saints] stand before hiand to let the old man [Malkgedeq] stand alone on th8 3f Sane. And
they brought them threatening, pushing and haggetonprostrate [themselves to the king].
When he [the king] observed that they didn’'t acdd@ptdominion, he commanded to let them
enter to prison and severely chéfn 49\})) their hands and legs [with chain], and to put afiv
metre long log on their neck and tied them severdhey stayed there for 10 days while crying.
And for that man his name is Méll§&deq he commanded to take him to sorcery houséeind
him drink while presuming to get upon him what heught. After they made him drink, they
asked him like what he used to have to others. #otding was found upon him.

[194] However, he sings by the words of the Lord andicefd as he foundf. 50r%) the
sufferings he hoped. And he said, “l was in thessbel tenet even before.” As | won'’t be lazy
until the end of the world, | will serve my brethrdf | am not lazy, | will cut my body daily one
by one to this tenet or order. And now | will neale my gray hair till it is stained with blood.

My Lord will strengthen me to die for the orderdreastplate.

[195] Then when he lack.." on the 1% day of this(f. 50r°) month he [the king] commanded
in wrath to bring them from prison. And the soldiexent and brought them hastening and
knocking-over, beating many floggings, pushingtie ground, and tying logs on their necks.
They had them stand before the king. And the karg hem saying, “[You] prostrate [yourself
to the king].” And Matewos said, “Did you bring @s prostrate rather than making peace
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according to your covenant?” When he said like, tthigy tore his cloth and threw him before a

lion. And he killed him there. And the king sa(fi, 50V") “Look!”

[196] At that time he commanded in rage to cut theigtms and to give them to lions. Then
they cut the tongues of both Lugas and Matewosgané them to lions. And they [the soldiers]
whipped to their [the saints’] brethren; and gaven to lions without cutting their tongues. And
one brother completed [his martyrdom] throttledtiy log on his neck before he was given to a
lion. And the crowning of their martyrdom took péaon the 18 of Haziran and on the {'7of
Sane in G'az. They were 14 in number. In the peace of Gody thair prayers be with us

forever and ever. Amen.

[197] Then the king commanded to burn their corpses itt50V’) fire the next morning.
And the soldiers did like what he commanded theheyTburned the corpses of the saints at the
right gate of his town (city). And that old man \eéhhe was at the sorcery house saw his brethren
have completed [their martyrdom]; and he praised &@®he got what he hoped. From that time
on wards, he didn’t eat any food. And he compldtesl martyrdom] on the 29of Sane. And
they burned his flesh with fire. May the blessiddnis prayer be with us. Amen.

[198] Then after three Sundays, tffe 51r%) soldiers of that vexed heart and liar of covenant
gathered the saints from many towns: froradk& Zega, Zabr, Qogot, Abaratindagalean and
Maya. And on the 1 of the monthHamle they [the soldiers] had them stand beforekihg.
And the soldiers told them to prostrate themseteethe king. And the saints said, “We don’t
prostrate to him.” However, the vexed heart didmsked them all in face (person) but he
separated the intelligent and versed in scriptacethat he will weaken their heart gy 51rb)
wisely thinking and deceiving. In that day he comaed to let him stand that brother alone.

And [he also had them stand] many of the rest alone

[199] Then that liar of a covenant sends them sayingut¥ather is slanderer of Mary. Revile

him.” And the saints said like this, “Our fathernst slanderer of Mary. We don’t revile his
name.” And the messengers went and told the kimgl. the king said, “You said, ‘He is not anti-

Mary.” Don’t you revile him even if he is not? ” Arthe saints said, “We know more than you
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that (f. 51V7) our father is not anti-Mary. Hence, we don't revilis name as he is a righteous

and a saint.” He asked many things to the two beethAnd they replied him what is proper.

[200] Then when he lacked their deceiving (that theyeweat deceived), he commanded to let
them enter inside. They let them enter knockingrdhem. The vexed heart and liar of a
covenant commanded to had them stand naked likeadsitaking their clothes off and tearing
their monastic cap. As devitdla’e sannayat the adversary of the good thind$) 51\)0) taught

him with his heart conversation, he [the king] begdanging various punishments like the

pagans kings. He commanded again to pick thenkemliog and throw them on to the ground.

[201] They put a nail to both feet of his legs and timsgrted it to his flesh hammering and also
to his mouth. The soldiers did like this. When bheked the mistakes he wanted even by this
[from him], he commanded [his soldiers] agéfn 52r%) to stretch him by his two tips of his

feet and by the middle of his two hands in theahove the the ground; and to burn him his lips
bringing a burning candle with fire. And the soldielid like that. When he lacked the mistakes

he wanted even by this.

[202] He [the king] commanded again to bring a wax britkch is boiled in a metal tank and
had them stand on it. And the soldiers did like.tidey told him, “Is that not better to utter a
word, ‘dstifa the unclean,’ than this all sufferings?” Buistbrother said, “As | am his real son |
don’t have to revilegf. 52r°) the righteous’ name.” When he lacked the mistakesvanted
even by this, he commanded again to crush the ringkhis hand bringing a metal hammer.
And the soldiers did like that; and they crushed.hAnd that brother cried when they elongate
this suffering. And the soldiers told him, “Reviteur teacher to leave you.” They left him when

he said okay.

[203] And they also picked to the second up like that timnew him on to the ground. They put

the metal (nail) to his mouth; and hammered it lioflesh. As a result, he s&ifi 52V7) okay
to them. Likewise, they also picked up to the tldardl threw on to the ground. They inserted the
metal nail to his nose; and they hammered it ingaflesh. As a result, he also said okay. When

the vexed heart and a covenant liar saw this lteteahe saint like this, “Haven’t your stronger
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[ones] fallen? What did you then say from now omds&” He again said to his soldiers, “If he
refuses you, let everyone bring to this punishmdriten the soldiers surrounded each one of the
saints. And theyf. 52\") brought a wax candlestick with fire and burnedtheiard, eyelids or
eyelashes and ears. They burned what they fountynegy this they all became tired their heart

(sic).

[204] And they brought 3 brethren inside to him aftexytihad them stand for three days. And
they picked one [saint] up and threw him on togheund. And they put a metal nail inside his
two feet of his leg; and they hammered it insidefldsh. When he[the king] lacked his mistakes
by this, he commanded [his soldiers] (fo 53r%) stretch his two tips of his feet and by the
middle of his two hands in the air above the grouemd to burn his lips bringing a blazing

candle until it burns. And the soldiers did likathWhen they burned him by wax candle turn by

turn, he fainted. As a result, he said okay to them

[205] And they picked one [saint] up and threw him otite ground. And when they [the

saints] saw that it is impossible to escape (rﬁ1353rb) suffering, they said okay to them
[soldiers]. When those brethren and others whothaoh stand there saw this, their heart became
tired. They came back. And the vexed heart sai thiks mocking upon them, “We don’t want
you to die; as we sympathize about the soul. Raflver want you] to return from the unworthy

teachings of your father. And now don’t be sad;as®any monastery you like to live. And keep

your order (tenet) of teachinff. 53\?) Let alone this, who do search you if you leave ®od

[206] Then he [the king] gave them [the saints] to thards to watch them. And these [the
guards] are those who crushed with a metal hammené among them [the saints]. They took
him alone. After three days he completed [his niddsn] there. And the second whom they put
a nail into his mouth completed [his martyrdompafeven days. May their prayers be with us

forever and ever. Amen.

[207] Afterwards he [the king] commanded to bring thatsato Christianity again. And the

saints said, “Whatf. 53\°) are we that we christen like pagans again? AresteChristians? *

They [the soldiers?] told them to enter into Chaisity practically and to write in their foreheads
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and hands, “I deniefistifa.” As a result, there became great sadness tign. The number of

brethren who completed [their martyrdom] was 74.

[208] In the meanwhileMaibara Azaw (the brethren association) who werelbso sent them

a message t¢f. 54r%) know their situation. When the messengers arriviedly asked [the

saints] all what they [the soldiers] did [upon tednd they told them that, that covenant liar
and that vexed heart was deceived them; strangenamd punishments even that were not
happened before in pagan kings were brought upem;ttand they brought them again into

Christianity. When the messengers heard this, thecame great crying upon them.

[209] Then they sent them again saying, “And now, dorft 54rb) leave us while you
remember God’s love as we are your efforts (exti@us); don’t look down (scorn) us for being
obstacles to you; These sufferings came at a timelan't know; we have nobody else to hope
other than you under God; Now as we heard abouthatthey say, ‘There, he has [a person or
someone] to send a message to governor of Wadhamdll send him instead of you.” Beware

how to keep it.”

[210] The messengers arrived @t 54\") their association having this message. They told
them [the saints &lbso] everything that happened and that they [tigssat the king's court]
send a message again. When they heard this, theegnie great sadness upon them. Then three
days after the arrival of the messengers, they rgeetet assembly. And that day was th& 28
Néhase. And they told the assembly members what hagptn the brethren who are in the
king’s court [in prison]. When the assembly membjeard [about the saints], they became very

sad. And it became crying among them.

[211] Then they [the assembly members] said, “What'sebab do for this man [the king]
about his deceiving ad. 54\)0) he closed the gate of the martyrdom; [and] thabloaight

punishment that we haven't heard before up to noW®y said, “We hear them [people?]
saying, ‘He will come here and destroy this towanl).” This became surprising among them.
Then it is better for us to go to our monastery diedike our holy fathers than this work [severe

punishment] that we heard. And our brethren dibetore now. And our father head of the
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association allowed us about this. And now it itdseto die(f. 55r°) refraining from food and

water [but] by keeping our order. Without eatingdaalong with leaving an order.”

[212] And again they said, “Before this, let's do prayand fasting all together while we are in
this town coming out of our monastery so that Hi stiow us a way. One, to open us the gate
of the martyrdom; and let us pass these sufferiBgsond, to give us an ability to die in our
monastery refraining from food and water by the t#vour fathers. Third, to give us a country
for resting and to keep our order. And the advicene(f. 55rb) gatherers ended like this. There

is no one who disagree this issue.

[213] They said about this issue again, “Did not mamgyteous do this before and prayed to
God?” David [prayed] about plague; Solomon [prayeajut a temple; and Elijah [prayed] about

#3%%nside the burning furnat&® and

rain®>°® Hezekiah about Sennacherib; afidastu Dagiq
Darv’el at lions’ den; and Ezra in a monastery, andpieple of Nineveh while the fire comes
down; And our Lord said, “If two or three unite mny name, for the works of four | am there
among them.” He said again, “Ask what you want, amdll (f. 55V%) give you and you will

take. And now, who entrusted God and be ashamedf wAro called God and He didn’t

respond? "And now if we believe in God like that don’t lack anything from him.

[214] Then he sent them a written message which has@ndar penitence for the brethren

who are at the king’s court. And they said, “Accpfjt so that it will be a stick of faith for you

for the hypocrisy of heart created by lack of htige/ou arrived at your brethren’s association;
and if you die in the street or in a monasterythat not to deceive yo(f. 55\}’) devil.” Then

they send two brethren with this letter.

3% 1Kgs 17:1; 18:1

3397 galastu Déagigliterary means three children are Hananiah, Mistewed Azariah. In the local people the name
Salastu Dagigor even Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah is commasBd than their alternative name given by the

prince of the eunuchs: Shadrach; Meshach; and Ategg-(Dan. 1:7)”
¥3%Dan 3:21
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[215] The prayers and fasting of the gatherers werahi@e days and three nights refraining
from food and water like the people of Nineveh. e the fourth day they eat one fourth of
bread @nggara) which is Znst called Zk"ss. And they finished by this to do this prayer and
fasting for seven days by a good eagerness (deyofitliey were divided into sections. And the
nuns also [were divided into sections], too. And tiumber(f. 56r%) of the saints [monks]

became 150. And the nuns were 68 [in number].

[216] Then on the % of Pagumenthey went to a wilderness monastery in three ways

accomplish their blessedness there. And in the daytone brother departed and went from
them lacking patience. And they having completeteseadays entered their homes on tffeo8
Maskaram

[217] Then on the seventh day they gathered again. Wayltell each other as the Lord let them
completed well and in peace. And they spoke thedemhof Lord and praised Him together.
And they said again, “Let’s not leave our pray@r§56rb) to Lord as He opened us that gate of

martyrdom who closed this man [the king] changmg@unishments.”

[218] Then they were divided into 4 sections so thay thidl pray turn by turn for 40 days: the
first section for ten days, and the second sedtioten days, and the third section for ten days,
and the fourth section for ten days. They compl@taly their prayers] for 40 days like this turn
by turn. And again they added 40 days like this.tBig God opened them the 4 gates they
thought [to be opened to them]. He [Lord] didn’pdee what they wanted. And they completed
[their martyrdoms] by this year by keeping tffe 56\7) laws of the fathers while praising Lord
and being astonished by the secrets they saw agaldethem grace which is hidden where
nobody knows except who he takes. Hence, rejoitiagoy and enjoying the happiness, the end
of the saints [monks] and nuns became like thisl teir number was 62. In the peace of God,
May their prayers and the blessing of their sufffgsi be with us and protect us forever and ever.

Amen.

[219] Then, when the vexed heart thought that theygttiets] completed [their martyrdom], he

let his heart does to abolish their order arsifanos’ (f. 56\°) teaching and to deceive the
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Lord’s slaves by threatening and preparing punistimes the Scripture says, “Behold, he that
keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor slé&ptie [the king] knows that the Lord is their

keeper. He exhaustively did in searching them ftown to town (place to place).

[220] Then, when he [king] found nothing, he sent a mgsdgo the saints who are at the hands

of pagans who arf. 57ra) imprisoned with the command of his father befordaheré Bali
which is called Gasaro, in the monastery of Gizaba the places whe dne. And messengers
who were sent from the king arrived at that towndAhey told the governor of'@saro to send
the saints who are imprisoned there. And the gmreai G'ss‘aro gave the saints to them
[messengers] as what the king said. They brougithtiown from the monastery on thé"3sf

3400,
al

Maggabit. Eight years and..” months nd five days after they raised them [the saimts] t

this monastery, and they send them hastening amagbt them to the king's court while the

king was in Kokage which is a town of dlaméle on the 13of the montr(f. 57r°) Miyazya.

[221] Pawslos, whom we remember his work before and whoris fin his faith, was there with
the saints. That brother who is patient in all suffgs he faced whose name isattonay. They
used to admonition the brethren. And that brotioéd &ind instructed them [the saints] aware
saying this and such others, “O! Brethren. Don’tafiaid from the sufferings (punishments) of
this man [the king]. And let your hearts not frightand let your hearts not fall from high to low.
The life of this world will fall off like flower ad will vanish like (f. 57V') a shadow. And
remember your first exhaustion; and don’'t lose wyai did. And behold! Your harvest of
exhaustion and the end of your martyrdoms hasetriKnow and beware now; if you don’t
accept the earthly (fleshy) sufferings, you willt rget grace. No one will get a crown. Don’t
believe them if they told you, ‘Paul became likastior me; and he recoiled fearing of
condemnation.” And now as they brought us on Thaysahd it is the day of Lor. 57\})) and

He rests me from my exhaustion.”

3399pg 121:4
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[222] Then they [the messengers] told the king that tireyght the saints. And he commanded
again to let them enter [the king’'s court] hastgniAnd the messengers came out and hastened
them toenter quickly. That brother couldn’t go doethe exhaustion of a journey. And the
messengers took him in carrying. And another brotfeose name is Gabra Mgam followed

him. They [the messengers] let both stand befare fihey asked them to prostrate themselves
to the king and revil¢f. 58r%) the name of their teacher. That brother whose riafiawolos

said, “Don't look for this [from us]. You don’t gétfrom us.” Then the vexed heart commanded
them to tear theiaskemawff; and to insert a metal nail into their nosasd to burn their lips
and their bosom by a burning candle. The soldigtdike what he commands them. And both of

them completed [their martyrdom] there.

[223] And he commanded them [the messengers] tobringeldherly priests from the saints.

They let them entered as he said. Then the @indj)8rb) said to that brother whose name is
Z& adonay, “Who is your teacher?” And that brothed sy teacher is God the Father, and the
Son and the Holy Spirit.” And the king said, “Aipdho] after them?” And that brother said,
“And after these are the Prophets and the Aposi#ed the king said, “And [who] after them?”
And that brother said, “And after these are Abakandanddstifanos who are my teachers and
who let us stand before Lord.” Then the king sdihw, revile your father who is slanderer of
the prophets and Mary.” And that brother saidjs'talse what you said for the mé 58\/3) of

Lord. | do not revile my father as he is a saint.”

[224] Then the king commanded [his soldiers] to tearhigfaskemaand to let them suffer by

various punishments. And the soldiers took hishastoff and let him stand bare like an animal.
And they threw him onto the ground. They insert etahnail to his nose. Then they stretched
him on a tree; and they hold him with his both lsadd legs. And they burned his lips with a
burning candle. He [that brother] said, “In the ineghg was the Word, and the Word was with

(f. 58\") God, and the Word was God'®!

3401 30hn 1:1
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[225] And he said again, “Blessed are those who diedldod’s word. Yes, and those who died
just now are also like them.” And the Holy Spiratys, “To rest again from their exhaustion and
their works.” He says, “They followed himand shall lead them unto living fountains of

waters.™ **%2 But the soldiers did not reduce suffering him bugrhis lips, beard, chin and lap

with a burning candle. And they put a burning canaipening his lips and eyd$. 59r%) And
that brother said, “Do not we all reach before rdVhile saying this he completed [his

martyrdom] at their hands.

[226] Likewise, other two brethren completed [their iiatom] by this situation. That day was

Friday night. And their number.." who completed [their martyrdom] by that night. Thtiee

ﬁ403

crowning of their martyrdom [became] off 8f Nesari*®*and on the 1% of Miyazya in G‘sz in

the peace of God. May their prayers be with uskaeg us forever and evef. 59r°) Amen.

[227] And the next morning the king commanded [his soklbr the messengers] to bring from
the saints to him. As they brought them [the s&ithisy told them to prostrate [themselves to the
king] and revile the name of their teacher. Buythefused. And he commanded to suffer them
by those punishments. And they tied them with me#al their hands and legs and also inside
their noses. And two brethren completed [their grddm] there in the peace of God. May their

prayers be with us. Amen and Amen.

[228] And he told again [his soldiers] to bring themelthuns]. As they brought them, they told

them to(f. 59V7) prostrate [themselves to the king] and revile taene of their teacher. And

they [the nuns] refused. And they tortured thenhwitany punishments. And they suffered them
[the nuns] with such punishments; they burned tileair sex organs, breasts and wombs by a

burning candle.

[229] After this, they veiled her face for one [nun] ritaka brass goblet red-hot. And also for

the others [nuns] after the punishments. One okihg's guards picked a log and hit her. She

3402pey 7:17
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completed [her martyrdom] there. And the third atempleted [her martyrdom] with them [the
nuns] by those punishments. With Lordfs 59\})) peace, may their prayers be with us forever

and ever. Amen.

[230] When it get dark, he [king] commanded [his solslieio bring the rest of them to
Mé&géarda. And not to give them food and water. Amelytbrought them as what he said. They

were there for six days without food. And nothing.

[231]Then after six days the king commanded to let teter inside. And they [his soldiers]
brought them [the nuns] as what he said. And tbh&ythem to prostrate themselves to the king
and revile the name of their teachéf. 60r°) And they refused. And that time the king
commanded to tear their clothimgkemaoff and had them stand naked like animals. And the
soldiers did like that. He commanded to changeouarpunishments. And they brought a red-hot
metal bed which was burned with fire. And theydae nun lay down on it. And they brought a
coal (of fire) by a brass jar and put it on thenpalf her hand. When she suffered by the pain she
cried saying, “God ofistifanos help me!” The king said, “Let me see himping) you!” And he
commanded again to cleaffe 60rb) their fingers by a razor and scorch them till theyn by a

burning candle. She completed [her martyrdom] legéhpunishments.

[232] Likewise, they did for the second; they burned nveasts by a blazing candle and they
lacerated her by a razor. And they burned her aghiit blazes. And she completed [her

martyrdom] by this punishment. And they also bureirt breasts for three [nuns] by a burning
candle. And they completed [their martyrdom] byt fhanishment. And the number of nuns who
completed [their martyrdom] by this day was 5. Ahe crowning of their martyrdom became on
the 18" of this month(f. 60V") in the peace God. May their prayers and the blgssfrtheir

exhaustion be with us and keep us forever and @&meen. And he commanded [his soldiers] to
scatter the rest of them to a town called Damot.

[233] Then again when the saints of the associationtb&fa heard that the brethren who were

at the king’s court completed [their martyrdomjgytpraised the Lord that their request (prayer)
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did not return empty. And they did not stop tiffs 60V) invocation till the whole year

completes turn by turn.

[234] Then the king sent his soldiers to the town [cdIMddra$dgam to fight by that summer.
And the saints discussed each other [saying,] “VBhatl we do now as the king sent his soldiers
and as it became a national torture for us in it and left side [of the land]?” And they said,
“Come. Let’s go to our monastery. We have a cawé ltord gave us which if. 61r%) hidden

from the heretics.”

[235] Then they went to a monastery which is far froormthé&nd they found there from them

(sic) a cave near a stream which is 90 cubitsngtleand 22 [cubits] in width. And they entered
to it deprive of food and water [even if] whilefi&er is] flowing before them. And they became
patient though they were ready to perform. Amongnthwere [saints] who read word of

scriptures; and among them were [saints] who spegdteries they saw being astonished by
[them]: and among them were [saints] who wéfe 61r°) amazed when they saw angels
encircling that cave; and among them were [samwt®) confessed from the angels by word of

admonition.

[236] Their end for these saints and nuns became like Thieir number was 33. They let them
lay down at the four parts of the cave. And thehlyem closed the gate of the cave by a stone.
And those who went to this cave and who completieei] martyrdom] by this combat were 10
in number in the peace of God. May their prayeib elessings and the wages of tH&ir61V)

afflictions be with us forever and ever. Amen antka and amen.
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82 [237] (f. 62F) In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Hplsit one God. We

begin [to write] this holy book which was collect&'/dm all the commemoration of the news of
the righteous that ascended their offerings be®wd like the offering of sacrifice of Abel who
was slain by the hands of Cain. Let's pray to Godive us a wordf. 62rb) for speaking and
to narrate from his act and the beauty of his gesdrto a holy father Bartdlomewos who is
father of purity and plenteous in deeds and imgetit in affairs while Lord is helping and

confirming his word by the following miracle. Amen.

[238] Let’s speak as he was in various contending as 4 requesting Lord while he was

praying in water; and suffering. 62\/3) his flesh wearing a metal cloth, while requesting a
he said, “Please give me Lord one which can beadele(way) for your permission who is a
priest and sweeper of your road whom you called &mangel; and you said, ‘I send my angel

before you and give me him to help me with your powas there is no [person] who can live

without others help’.

[239] As the prophet said, “Two are better than one; iieedhey have a good reward for their
labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up hitellow: but woe to him that is alone when he
falleth; for he hath not another to help him df?* And Paul said, “We have a list (f. 62\/)

money in a pot.”

[240] And again he said, “Is there something that youtdake from others?” And he said all

the day as he knows the scripture that says “Dgmut of the scriptures.” And thus, it is proper
to tell a little what we see in our eyes and whatheard with our ears that our fathers’ word is

not false [which says] who that seeks find whawished by his heart.

3404 ccl 4:9-10
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[241] As the prophet said, “Togive me my wish every dadaid the other says, “Seel.

63r%) and ye shall find; ask, and it shall be given 8t one who asks shall take; and he that

seeketh findeth.” One who found as he wanted isptetely holy as it is in Christ’s rank. That is
a candle which was put on a mountain does not doyex basket [k&far] which doesn’t tend to

darkness and a light which doesn’t get dark.

[242] This Abunadstifanos who is mother-of-pearl, honoured, decoratedll his ethics and
who built his home upon a rock. He is a true pri@bb brings out new and old from the
storehouse of his heart so that it will be a foodthose who coméf. 63r°) to him. As the

prophet said, “A man who lives in a firm rock cdee sure was given food and water and his
findings is like this.” Indeed this Bartdlomewoddignified before the kings and governors. And

the princesses know him. The monks feared him &rifigd him as he is superior to all.

[243] When [sic] they gathered upon that hdlstifanos to oppose his way so that [this] should

not be continued as their deeds since their advémame inefficien(f. 63V7) by his deeds

because they did to boast but they did not reatihtba end.

[244] But he rose up and stood above all things. As atrsey became terrified and they held

them anxiety. They became envy and wrote a boak@{edness which saysMashafa Brhan
wa-Mé&shafa Salmat (lit. ‘A Letter of Light and a Letter of Darkness’)And they interpreted it
saying, Mashafa Solméat (a Letter of Darknessjhat says (is to meanjstifanos became

metropolitan of Ethiopia. Antashafa Borhan (a Letter of Light) we say (mean) you became a

3405 Matt 7:7
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king for us so that you will perform our willingress(f. 63V°) you are our teachers and the

horns of our sacrifice.” They praised him by thanvglory that God did not accept them. They

wrote this all and such others things.

[245] And they said t®AbunaBartalomewos, “O our father! As Lord made you ¢feam us in

advice and wisdom and as kings know and feared lyaug our message and we in turn will do

all your willingness and we will give you food fgour journey and we will plough your land.
And say to ugf. 64r%) okay and do not put us to shame as this Bwifanos stood upon us and

reviled us in everything. When they say, “Lord mdde great,” they did not prophesy from

their heart. Lord made him great from them togeawte wished. Therefore, he prophesied.”

[246] And he accepted (took) that message of their wdtgswent and brought it to the king.
And the king read it and he knew its meaning. Aadakked him [Bartdlomewos] saying, “What
is meant by thiMashafa Brrhan wa-Mahafa (f. 64rb) Salmét? He asked him its meaning. And

the king told him they told me about this thasigiood.” And saint Bartdlomewos said, “I do not
know. Rather, | brought you what they gave me.”mThe became quiet. He stayed in king's

court until they accompanied him in peace.

[247] While he was living there, onesbura ‘od whose name is Nob stood upon him and
accused him to the king with an issue which cae’alcause to the life of his soul. And the king
asked him by that work and said [to him], “Have yione(f. 64V") what he said?” He replied,

“[I did] nothing.” And the king asked him, “Do yadeny before me?” AndbunaBartalomewos

replied, “Did | deny what | did fearing you?”
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[248] When he said this, he became furious in his hea} §nd kept silent. From that time on

wards they both quarrel each other. The holy fashet [to the king], “I will go to my monastery
but what will | say to the monks whom they send tmegou?” And he [the king] said to him,

“Told them to reconcile.” AnddbunaBartalomewos asked him, “Who will gather these kson

so that I will tell your message?” And the kingdsdil do not know. "Your blood(f. 64\)0) is

upon you?! **%You yourself knew as you brought it. And go to ympnastery.”

[249] And the holy father said, “Indeed my blood is upme as | brought that issue of

accusation upon a righteous, man of God.” And heecaut of the king’s court to enter his
country (home). Thinking in his heart he said,tHis man idstifanos, and this all works of his

has come from God; the assembly of the monks wellike the assembly of the Jews upon
Christ. And their fastindf. 65ra) and prayer will be like the fasting of Jezebel. tHeught in
his heart this, as the Holy Spirit awaked him, @émembered his first request that say, and “My

Lord Jesus Christ give me a straight way to do yailir’ And he arrived at the time of his help;

while thinking this he entered his monastery.

[250] And he [Bartadlomewos] stood from there and werthtzse monks who gathered for the

commemoration of one monk. And he was, being nar@acher not by his wor{{. 65rb) but
for the sake of human’s eye, regulating the momnastde was the accuser of our father,
dstifanos and his followers. AndbunaBartdlomewos said to the monks who are gathefdtk “

king told you to reconcile. | told [the king] whgbu have said to me and | brought your book to

%% This expression means “It is you that brought btisk. Hence, you are responsible for all the batequences

you may face.”
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him; and | let him understand what he asked me taihagithing.” Having heard this, he told me
that people told him that what | told him was godtden he became quiet. And | entered to my
residence. Then | spent some days standing beforgdnd | told him, “I am going to my

monastery buff. 65V°) what did | say to those monks whom they sent m@to” And he told

me, “You brought blood upon you. But tell them ézaoncile [themselves with me].”

[251] [Bartalomewos said to the saints,] “The king tolliythis by his own word. But | will

reconcile with that marttifanos]. And you, if you wish, reconcile with hiri.you don’t want
to reconcile with him, do what is appropriate taiy8ut | have decided what's appropriate to

me; | prefer reconciliation with him.”

[252] When he said this to them, they became frightemeldsaid to him, “Don’t say like this

our father as we see and trust you in all thingsvéler, do not prefeff. 65\°) reconciliation

with him as he destroyed utterly our monasteries taok our children (followers), and looks
down our elders, as he did our association’s educanefficient. He will call us seekers of
appointment and glory and dependent on earthly tiag heavenly king. When he said this, it is
not only for us but for all monks who own belongirand have"s1t*>*°” from the kings and who

does not prostrate himself to the king.”

37 GYlt (AT or RACT, gult) is a nominal form derived from the vetbn-- (Go‘oz g'allata or §alata). The
verb is most commonly rendered as ‘to grant a;fiefhence the meaning of ‘fief’ for G. G. is a copte
fundamental to historic Ethiopian land tenuresltsually understood as over-rights, the rightitute and rent,
which the historic ruling class held in land. Itnté@sts with and was often complementaryrtst, the inherited
rights to agricultural land held by many Ethiopifanmers. Granting of G. seems one of the most chexiatic
acts of the Solomonic rulers (and their late “Zagredecessors) and is an important source ofneotytiin the
social and political spheres running from th&' #8rough into the 2B cent. [G'slt, EAe 11(2005), pp. 941-942
(Donald Crummey)]
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[253] Having heard this, he didn’t respond them as hevkihat they were disturbed. 66r°)

and troubled by their envy. Rather, he said | wdtoncile with him. And he entered his

monastery in peace.

[254] When he reached there, he sent [a message] wheeeitha man of God saying, “Peace

be with you, O father! And now | want to meet ydund you do not remember my mistake as |
did it unknowingly; as the monks deceived me tocbgel upon you without knowing your
mistake. And now let's meet.” And hddtifanos] replied, “It is good that you said let's ené

Then they meet at the centre gfid 66rb) discuss in peace as the scripture goes sayingy “Pra

for the peace of Jerusalerti™

[255] He [told] him all that happened; that the monksdskim to the king; that he let the king
understand [about what the monks said]; what he teaihe monks; and they [the monks] asked
him not to reconcile [witldstifanos]. He told him all this and others similamis. He was co-
operator of their conspiracy to hurt him; but Galexd him by the blood of innocent and
righteous. As he did not do it blindly, but he kné‘w66\/a) selling that he prayed for Lord on
behalf of him. But God saved him. He let him untierd that he did not want to hinder what he
prayed and God saved him and did not disregardeusest. He said to him, “Pardon me my

father for all.”

3408 pg 122:6
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[256] And the holy fatherJstifanos] replied, “Let God forgives you.” Then aftemow what

the Scripture says, “They understand each othér alitpower that the Holy Spirit helps them to

believe only God but not human.”

[257] Then he let him understand to that man of Godlie4f. 66V°) prayed to Lord in many

contending for the lives he lived; and his praygeabout the way to heaven and something that
leads to it but not to the earth; as he knows énShbripture that except it no body neither a priest
nor a prophet reaches to it; as Lord Jesus Classtnbled like one who follows a leader before

the chaste, holy priest Yianres.

[258] And he left this order for those who followed hiofstep to look for a man who is a

good shepherd which becomes for him a gfde57r%) to the kingdom of Heaven. Thuise

prayed to get that is a good shepherd as therenwas that time who saves his fellow without
showing patrtiality for a man by keeping a law as fatherly Apostles and their successors

Magaws anddntonos who are fathers of monks.

[259] Nobody can perform this order. Perhaps there niight few who are dff. 67rb) God

in a monastery or in a country. As the ScriptungssdHe did not leave a country without a
prophet.” In that time no one has a power by hisdde=xcept that he tends to be hopeful on the
revelations and interpretations of dreams of thecaltled prophets. It happened before the
coming of Christ that the Prophets of God has Heeshed who prophesy by God’s word to
accomplish law. They came prophets whom God didsant them and who speaks without law.

They never live by a saying of our fathers.
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[260] Hence, they begin witff. 67V7) the saying of a prophet that says, “They set tmeiuth
against the heavens, and their tongue walketh givahe earth®°® And the same thing
happened in this time, “Their mouth tells aboutvesa but they did not do works of heaven
except they stroll on earth to fulfil their eartHife.” Hence, God raisedbunadstifanos who

became the lamp ofolyoppaya and what he all teaches and works are testified.

[261] Hence, Satan became furious upon him as all beapriet and nobody opposes his

absolute(f. 67Vb) work except him. And thidbunaBartalomewos did not pray other thing to
know revelations and dreams than a leader of ie him. His living was also in purity as
before. He did not destroy the ship of his fle&le hose who are in his time. And he told this all
things to whom God bestowed favour. And he [Bart@wos] told him fstifanos], “From now
onwards | found what | searched. But help me by gbever of your grace you had been
bestowed.” | did not go farther from your word. etat(f. 68r%) happens to you happen unto
me. And the saintdstifanos] said to him, “Be aware! You don’t allow #dy life than the
heaven where Christ exists and helps the saintd."#enreplied him, “May God help me. But

pray for me.” And they bid farewell to one anotirepeace and entered to their monasteries.

[262] When the monks heard that both met each other,diséyrbed very much. Sinoda whom

he accused our holy fathefs 68r°) before, went to the king. And thisbun&Bértalomewos

went and visited the monastery of that man of Gl brought] some of his disciples.
According to what he prescribed (ordained) his idlss, he saw all the offering of the Holy
Communion performed in the church of Lord accordmthe order /law/.

[263] And he told them, “This is really the order (rulef) the Angels, the Prophets and the
Apostles as the prophet said, “Those who did daeris the law prescribes.” And he let him
enter to the Eucharist alone as he krféw68V") that he was called by Lord. But he did not let

his disciples enter until they know their manners.

3409pg 73:9
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[264] Then he fistifanos] said to him, “Go! Enter to your monasteriig [Bartadlomewos]

replied him, “I will not go and depart from you.’n&l now our holy father said to him, “If they
didn’t find from your disciples who do not go byuwmoorder.” And he said, “Yes, if they are
found.” And our holy father replied to him, “Go &xile with them and you will find sufferings

with your disciples and that time you will comenb@.” And he went to his monastery.

[265] And that Sinoda came to the king and said to KfmB8\’) “That Bértdlomewos became
friend with dstifanos not to prostrate to you and not to obey yward.” They met each other
and became one. And the king sent his messengémgpteson this saint and prohibit from his
monastery. And he sent Sinoda appointing insteddnof He assumed it as if he got ordination
of the heaven. He didn’t remember the suffering tlesuffered his teacher. He arrived at the
monastery and the messengers were with him. Angithprisoned the man of God whom he

has no sin.

[266] He became ready (6. 69r%) climb to the holy ship which is the Gospel of thiagtiom.
He resembled Christ in His suffering. Like Jude wieceived aid from chief of the priests
(ligan& kahnat)he made his master catch from the centre of thedpse. They brought him out

and took him to the damnation.

[267] This Sinoda did like this. He brought his teachenf the centre of the paradise which is
the church of Lord where it exists from the outskito the outskirts of the universe. It will
welcome him like mother but he did not leafie 69rP) it there. It shines before him like sun

shine.

[268] Then he came out of the monastery happily and icaytyis suffering. There are some of
his disciples who followed him hoping [the blesswofg his suffering. And they brought him to
the place where the king commanded to let himihwerisoned until he knows what he did upon
him. And he stayed there soothing his soul by tlimé word from the Scriptures. As there is [in

the Scriptures] that say, “The oppressed hopedhrkingdom of heaven of Lord.” It will be

found (f. 69V?) in honour and praise for one who lived oppressetti there is that says, “If
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they have persecuted me, they will also persecow®$!° Let not your hearts be terrified, fear
not as they took you out from their churches. Heheedid not allow you the earthly glory and
life but the heavenly life as the prophet saysjslbetter to spend a night in your grove than a
thousand possession$™ He encouraged himself by this and others. He refstssoul and

satisfies it from the source of wisdom which is tighteous’ food.

[269] Then the king gave this place where the saint fémewos] live{f. 69\°) to ‘agabe
saat (lit. keeper of watch) whose name is Ban And his children (disciples) together with the
king’s message came to receive [the place]. Ang flagd to the disciples of Sinoda, “Take what
you imprisoned as the king has given us this plaed they replied, “As we let him live by the
command of the king, [there is] a governor at oands.” But now it was given for you; and
what do we save? As he saw they left him in sudurrglling, they entered their each (own)

homes.

[270] Then when he saw that they left him, he stood fthere praisingf. 70r%) God and
admiring the prophecy of that righteous man whonmsaig, “When you deported from your
disciples, you will come.” And he arrived at him ehtied. And the holy father commanded to

untie him. He lived there happily with him praisi@®d as his prayer did not enter bare.

[271] Then the king send [a message] to the holy fathging, “Come. Let’s discuss about
faith.” And he commanded the governor of Sire todskim in person. And he chained and sent
him. And that [holy father] also went with hi(h. 70rb) chained. And he stood before the king.
And he [the king] said to him, “And you BartalomesydHow did you collaborate with him as
you know the glory of our kingdom? Others did nobw our secret but you do know.” And the
holy replied, “Yes, | collaborated [with him] afdund what | enquired.” Now I will fill to the
order that says, “In the heaven as it is acceptatice when they fill it and as it did not spilltou

when it is full.”

3410 35hn 15:20
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[272] When he [Bartalomewos] said this he [the king] camded to whip him. When one of

the soldiers flogged him, he himself said, “I didnotice(f. 70V7) the coming of the first strike
to that of the second.” At the time he awaken miuain the insanity of his floggings, he pleased
much by his suffering. He said, “Our suffering oheit time made us honour and
glorification.”Again he rejoiced as [the prophemf] his word has been completed before that
holy fatherdstifanos who is a kind teacher. He said, “O fathetblwrong and excuse me what |
all did upon you. | did it unknowingly and as | ased you to the king, and now | will stand with
you before the king(f. 70\") And | will die for the sake of Christ as my seawhs to Lord
before.” And he stood before the king like his w@ndhat he said). He involved in the sufferings
and imprisonment. Though he has high glory, he measashamed to withstand suffering before
the king and elders and before the people whomalseequal dignity. This hol§stifanos as it

was written in the witness of higid|, his sufferings are many.

[273] When the king knew that he couldn’t bring them teawhe wished, he sa(fl. 71r%) to
them, “Go to your monasteries; and forgive us fbiatvis passed. For the coming, leave to rely
on human beings. To glorify oneself in the Lordréslly orthodox.®*'? Then they went and

entered their monasteries.

[274] Again after a time the king commanded his guarbirtog Abun&adstifanos chained. He

was also chained [sic]. He commanded to [bring {henithe place where] they argue both.
They brought them there chained. Before the plaeat(e/city) of the assembly, many monks,
governors and all soldiers gathered thé‘r.e71rb) by the word (decree) of the king. They
considered him as if they degraded him. But hesedbout it [torture]; as he knows it will be his
glory and cord of grace as the apostle said, “Regiby your torment.” He rejoiced as they

humiliated him before the threshing floor pullinignhwith a cord (iron chain).

[275] He was witnessed by all who have been there. Aag plut him there along witAbuna

dstifanos; as God bring them together to théfse?l\/a) teachers who are girded by a power

34121Cor 1:31
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toperpetuate the world. From that time on wardsy ttid not separate with all torment, or with

imprisonments, or with arguing, and or with allfeahgs as they became chained with spirit.

[276] And they let both stand. The guard of the king tioisl message. They responded them

properly. That messenger took them to a place wtiereking commanded; and his disciples
accompanied him in peace.

[277] And this AbunaBartalomewos was with him. And they brought thenohe monastery

where they called it Dabra Mao which is(f. 71V) in the east direction. It is the damnation of

the prisoners. And they brought them to the ceoftthe monastery. They flogged them 40 each
with a flogging string. They praised God for He gabhem this grace. He raised them to a

monastery; they lived there imprisoned discussamhether words of the law of the Almighty.

[278] And this Abuna Bartalomewos who was matured resembled like al Ghileverything.
Every one admires his patience and silence asfhhitesoul in the guardianship of othe(.

72ra) He truly became denial of his own voluntarism ® daved by a good will of others.

Hence, he received victory of grace from the spirithe other.

[279] While they were living there, the king sent his iglisaying “Tell these prisoners, ‘Enter
to your monasteries’.” And the messenger repli¢sitfat if they don’t prostrate [themselves to

the king]?” He didn’t utter him any word. He kepleat. And that messenger stood and went

where our holy fathers exist chained above the stema He told them the king's word.

72rb) like a greeting. And they replied him the greetfogmally. He said to them, “Prostrate

[yourself] to the king.” And they replied to himDbn’t you despair this prostration from us. We
do not prostrate to none except God the Father,tle@don and the Holy Spirit. Or do you

suppose us that we are afraid of death?”

[280] The messenger having heard their words said to,ttiEme king told you to enter to your
monasteries.” He dismounted them from there. Betfoeg arrived their place, he let them sit at

the centre of the land while they were chained. BuinaBartdlomewos’ hands stayed chained
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from the time they brought him out chained from hisnastery(f. 72V?) until his final

martyrdom approaches. They lived there togethee ®tder (doctrine) of the brethren was
admirable be it inside the association, or be ithie street or be it in the imprisonment. As he
wanted to visit the monastery, he said to them,utYarder is admirable; as it is full like sun and

it is not incomplete like a moon.”

[281] They neither add upon it nor divide from it. Evéiyig is weighed by God'§f. 72\}))
scale.” It's true that the Holy Spirit has showmhiAnd he taught him tolay down for whom he
laid down this order. There were his disciples Wditowed him behind when they took out from
his monastery who are engaged in the order ofigfimeous.

[282] While they are living with the heat of the spiritcaheating their children there, devil

brought disturbance as the age (time) of thoseamadvho give light to the world by their
brightness has been ended.

[283] The king sent his guard (6. 73r%) bring them to him. And thanal’aka maat (lit. angel

of rage or calamity) brought them there with manjfesings. And that time they separated
Abunadstifanos from his followers. TheAbunaBartalomewos followed him as he was not
departed from him except that time when they left pPAbunadstifanos] in a street with whom

they guard him. He stayed there until his time apphes.

[284] After some months the king commanded to gatherptisoners who were left on the

street and those who wefe 73r) in the monasteries. And they gather all and brotigh to

the king's court. And they brougtbunaBartdlomewos there with them. They had them stand
before the king. And the king said &bundBartdlomewos, “And you Bartdlomewos, why did
you collaborate with these [saints]?” He said tmhiAs they are my fathers and my brethren,
why did | leave them? And they did not leave méhasSpirit of God united me with them.”

[285] As he also replied him like this when he let hirmdtavith Abunadstifanos before, [He

asked him saying,] “And you Bartalomewos, wify 73\/a) did you collaborate withistifanos

not to prostrate [yourself] to the glory of our gdom as you know the order of our home?”
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“When there is need | prostrate to Lord my God feotyou.” When he said this, they severely
flogged him his cheek till his ears turn to deahdAhe requested him again like that saying,
“Leave! Do not collaborate with these [saints].”Wih®e saw that he refused to say okay, he sent
others to deceive and brought to him. He did noept He separated from them and he sent him
(f. 73VP) alone to other region (place). While he was livingre in his combat, he prayed and
requested to God about the man of God who sepairaiedhim. He said, “He did not leave me
as | followed him.” There were among his childrehom they came to him to take a message

from him. There were others in his vicinity who welders like him that came to him.

[286] After some time there came from the good bretheewigit him as the Scripture said,

“They announce him in peace.” He repented all(ﬁis74ra) grief of his heart as he found what
he wished. They spoke all, could it be past or toates. But from now onwards, | did not need
any property. Rather, | follow the other as he dithave me. If he leaves his works and heard
my word | will go and tell the king. If he says, Wlill not leave” | will not also leave my gray
hair without shedding it with blood.

[287] That person who announces him emphatically saion"Ddo like that. Rather, be patient

till the time approaches. Whéf. 74r°) you said will take place on its time but it doeg no

remain. But do not hesitate.” The old man saidito, fGood. Let it be as what you said. But
pray to God for me.” And he lived there as he tbich until his time approaches. They bid

farewell to one another.

[288] Then in other time the king gathered the holy feghkle letAbunaBartadlomewos stand
before him. The guards said to them, “Prostratéédking.” [The holy fathers] replied, “There is
no Scripture that say prostrate to the king.” And king(f. 74V/) said, “Prostrate [yourselves]
to Lord” as it says [in the Scripture], “They reddsto prostrate to Lord.” [And] as the prophet
says, “He wished to mislead the saints the Migligv[l] by a Mighty's [devil's] speeci{*®”
Likewise, he also tried to mislead them by a spe&@d was read upon them. He couldn’t

deceive them in speech. He searched many reasbhe baund none.

*3| can't find the quote in the Bible.
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[289] They brought that old mabbaBartadlomewos from a region [place] whom he serthfor
before which is called&d'ira. They brought him there [at the king’s couffhen one monk
whose namdf. 74\") is Nob whom the king called him lat&ébaro s&yan (lit. drum of a
devil) wished upon him [Bartdlomewaos] to return Himnhis monastery as he is a lover (friend)
of the king. And the king love8bun&aBartalomewos as he was his mentor before. He a@asp
with those of him. He said, “Let’'s enter him to tkieg on Sunday; let him consider as if he
prostrated and then let him return to his monastéiyey did like that. They let him enter to the
king. They let him stand before the king. The ksad to him, “"You Bartalomewos as you
know the glory of our house, why did you do likatth Others didn’(f. 75ra) know our secret
but you know.”He deceived him by such things. Hed sa his [the king's] monks, “You beseech

him.” And they deceived him by many things. AadunaBartalomewos became quiet.

[290] And the king said him again, “We beg you for goBan’t do like that and say to us all
right.” But that holy Abund Béartdlomewos as he was the king's former frieraldl), he
constrained him by requests. And the king saiditm hDo not do that in the name ¢f. 75rb)

God and say to us okay.”

[291] Then AbunaBartalomewos replied him endowed with the poweHofy Spirit like the
gray hair, “I do not afraid to the king’s earthlgge that can kill a mere flesh.” He [the king]
replied, “Please don’t do this in the name of GDdn’'t do injustice. Don’'t go by your own
advice rather look for spiritual advice. You becalike a lion which was caught after he was
grown and didn’t go to people’s custom (traditionhich compresses the one in his vicinity, and
accepts the one in his farthest and which roarswieelacks. And you look lik€75V) him. If

you are to leave, leave your manner.

[292] [AbunaBartalomewos replied saying,] “Regarding what waid, ‘knowing the glory of
our house’, | knew that the house of the monks tlite¢ ofdntonos and Magass are honourable
and various kings are abandoned their throne toraebmonasticism. Beware! Marqos the
DabraTormaq who was the king embraced monasticism. Géttmdabra Méara, the king of

Rome, Kaleb the king of Aksum after he killed kinf the people [of Nagran?] embraced
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monasticism.” “Is there one among thieamnet(f. 75\)0) (abbot of the monastery) who was in
the throne of the kingdom leaving his monastery?véieer, you do not go with your own

advice”

[293] When he [Bartalomewos] said [to him] this, he [#ieg] drunken with rage picked his
spear and he wished as though he pierced him. Ratdstint was ready to accept a sword from
the king. When he knew that he is ready [to acosgttyrdom], he left his throwing. This holy
father said to him, “Why did you leave [throwingetBpear]? Is that not a shame for a king not to
throw it after he picked up a spear?” Then he conded to take and imprison him. They took
him (f. 76r%) alone to a place called May Zat [Z&yt]. He wasrliythere with many hardships,

and in a pleasing goodness and with abundant combié offering a gracious gift from the

grace he was endowed to the brethren who visited hi

[294] Then after several times the king commanded toegdtie saints. He tempted them with
the damnation of fire. They afflictedlbbundBartalomewos much. When they threw him to a live
coal or ember, his hair burnt up; and his flesmbuaind his mind melted. His old age was not
frightened them; they didn’t amaze by the gracectwhs upon him. They didn’t sadden for his
gray hair, higf. 76rb) honoured eyes, his pleased lips, and for his meutiveet words, and the

blessings of his hand. But he became patient owoltreess of his gray hair wearing the youth’s
grace. He didn’t want vain glory that vanishes.whnted to provide himself Holy Communion

to Lord. And he praised with whom they hold palnjthe Scripture] says, “Salvation to our God

who dwells on his throne and to his Son.”

[295] Then [after] three days which is Sunday he comglétis martyrdom on 25 of (f.

76\/3) Haziran which is Sane, and on the evelaimle in G‘sz in good combat and many

hardships. May his prayer and his blessings be wgtforever and ever. Amen and amen.

[296] And now my brethren, “Let’s be firm to stand on daith. And do not leave the order of

our fathers to receive a share with them from théiictions. And rely on them and persevere

with their love toreceive grace by the prayerslb&s Lord’s return and mercy is the witness of

our liberation. As He clears up the path of o tifiat we caff. 76\)0) go without fear. Do not
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retreat be it to the right or to the left trustipgwer of Spirit; as God is Spirit. Where there is
Spirit of God, there is liberty. If we have this amuhope, let's made an appropriate great
assembly to enter from glory to glory.

[297] Hence, let's not be slack; and let's not be furioBather, let's see the glory of Lord
disclosing our face like a magazine as our howrsient made us simple, [and has] many glory
and praise. Let's noff. 77r%) hope that can be seen as what is seen is eartlyarishes
away. What is not seen, however, is eternal. Aagakssaid, ‘Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look upon the earth beneath: for the heaveal wmish away like smoke, and the earth
shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwhkirein shall die in like manner: but my

salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousnbsél sot be abolished*'*

[298] Let's remember word of a prophet that says, ‘THa#ieers rejected this world and did not

consent to earthly life; and we resem(fle77rb) them.” And we heard the prophet’s word that

says, ‘Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousrieegpeople in whose heart is my law; fear ye
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid eirtrevilings. For the moth shall eat them up

like a garment, and the worm shall eat them likeh&s*>

[299] And he said again, ‘Seek the Lord. And if you fidam, call Him. If you find Him, Let
the sin leave his way, and the wrongdoer shouldmeb Lord; as | Lord loves righteousness and
hates robbery and injustice. And | bless the w@rk7 7V?) of the righteous. I laid down them

eternal order. Their race will be known to all pkeofcveryone who sees them will know them as
God blessed them.” Hence, let’s not forget ourdeghword todwell their blessings upon us and
to be called a God-blessed race because of them.

[300] And now our brethren let's do the commemoratiomwf fathers knowing the date of the

crowning of their martyrdom to inherit the glory tivithem. If it is possible by offering of

sacrifice or incense. If it is not possible to fiticht, He will accept as we offer sacrifice in a

3414153 51:6
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humble heart and kind spirit as Lord is not huméor the Lord searcheth all hearts, and

understandeth all the imaginations of the thoudtfef human. And the apostle Paul said, ‘For
we know that if our earthly house of this taberaawlere dissolved, we have a buildifiy

77\P) of God, an house not made with hands, eternaldrhgavens®*'’As the Scripture says,
‘Come out of them and separate from them. | willyper Father and you will be my children
and daughters,’ said Lord who rules all. While veerénthis hope, let’'s make pure ourselves and
do not unclean our holiness. Let’s do to be blegsdde fear of the God.

[301] But we do not rely on rule less [things] except shendard rules [commandments?] that
Lord set to us. Let’s not rely on a suffering that do not win, but let’'s do what we can. Let’s do
commemoration [of the saints] as the commemoraifathe holy martyrs has an advantage. As
we did this, the blessing of their prayers of allrtyrs and righteous who washed and enclosed
with blood and who contend in the holy and perfexter keep us. May their prayers and
blessings and their intercession of pardon be wéland keep us forever and ever. Amen and

amen.”

3416 1Chr 28:9

3475Cor 5:1
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83 [302] (f. 78F) In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Hpisit. One God. We

begin with the help of Lord from the combat of thlessed women and believers whom they
came from bgray region and whom God awaken their heart to ao@dmonasticism leaving the
world to follow Lord rejecting the world which isegshable. And all its work is useless. They

made their manners good by the Holy Spirit(f)y78rb) leaving their husbands and children as

the apostle said, “That all of earth is perishéble.

[303] Then they arrived at that blessed and plentifudéed and said to him, “Give us your aid
as the Holy Spirit helped you as we couldn’t escé&men the dominion of the men by
monasticism and by abnegating the world or by noingy on a pilgrimage tdf. 78V

Jerusalem or by not going around seeking rightezassm all churches and monasteries.”

[304] “When we requested them to tell us about the usefid of soul, they want to fight
(attack) for us by the useless sex (sexual intese)wvhich is perishable. And we said, ‘By what
did we save without a leader to a way of life. Whee heard your good news and your
personality upon you that you teach your childfeliqwers) tocrucify themselves all the day by
the word of gospel as you didn’t allow earthly léecept(f. 78rb) the heavenly life not only for

you but also for your children.””

[305] “And having heard this O fatheHgtifanos], we came here so as you will grant us the
grace that you were bestowed and that you gavdogy for your children as God didn't
distinguish (segregate) men from women rather Hes,sdhat he did truth, is a righteous.’
However, save us from captivity so as not to capus as they were not taught by the words of
shepherds as nobody will save us and liberate athelR each goes by the manner of his flesh
(earthly life) as He says, “That of the spirit ssnmit the (works) of flesh if. 79ra) nothing

(useless).”

[306] “And again having heard, ‘Go to those who sells s@llamong yourselves’, we came to

you to sell the earthly manner of our flesh anddoeive the heavenly manner of the Holy
Spirit.” The holy saints who became nuns asked inirthis manner. He also asked them the
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state-of-hood (status?) they were before. He affémem remission of sins that is the Holy Spirit

which is forgiver of sin as without a priest no W@&pirit is found. Then he told them how their

works will be decorated and how to live by t(‘fis79rb) residence (monasticism).

[307] Then he fistifanos] started so that they [the nuns] will beeshwy the labour of the
works of their hand and not to receive the labduotbers with nothing. And Lord blessed all
works of their hands as He blessed the works ofhbly son. That each started didn’t lacks
anything and nothing as He enlightened the HolyiSppon them and He empowered them
upon any and strengthened them till the traditibrexhaustion of women forget from them.
They did not retreat from their brethren in all wsrbe in Christianity, or being humble to a
priest; be in keepingf. 79\/3) monasticism or by tranquillity, or by depriving tight, by
exiling or migrating to a monastery; or be by cargywitness while following the traces of their
fathers until they became like the men who had falents and earned the gold of their Lord and

named believers and were enthroned upon the t@negtountries).

[308] And these holy believers didn't stay away from théthe brethren] until they
accomplished their life [martyrdom] by a strongteny. This holy father qstifanos] while he
was at imprisonment said about them [the nunskftethem [the saints] a command that says,
“Do not leave these nuns wiih 79\})) follow you back in all ways as | instructed thenkeep

all decisions and orders to accomplish all ordesave by the works of their hands.”

[309] However, help them by giving the grace [you hayajruyou be it by admonition and by
chastisement and by compassion whom you becantemto & model for a good deed. But their
dwelling let them live far from you. And keep thehere and not take from their labour. Rather,
help them yourselves from your labour. But did (‘fot80ra) allow their [the nun’s] labour so as
not to being pampered among yourselves and nairteeout Satan, the enemy, from you as we
see that because of him happens desolation (camy@nd breaking of the law of monasticism.
And you are not like him. Rather, because of Ldwat tyou keep or observe law of purity of the
angels toreceive wages of your hope. Like those aitio’'t suffer by admonition and education

do not give advantage to their people and neitbex imodel to the herds of Christ.
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[310] Remember what the holy aposffe 80r°) said, “Having defeated the righteousness by
his commandment, then tolove others.” And secondlbe said, “If you are wise for yourself,
you shall also be wise for your friend.” And ourrddn the gospel says, “That you receives by
grace, give by grace.” And Paul in his Epistle sdisthere any that you did not receive from

other?”

[311] He again says, “Do not lament [about] your propeldy and night as | gets sick and do
day and night for the teaching of the gospel.” Tindy father(f. 80V) said to his children

[followers], “While you keep this [order?] make gbdor your friends.” And he said to these
[nuns], “Follow them while keeping the law (ordef)purity and no one will leave you. If they

really leave your help, the heavenly [creaturedl] alp you”

[312] He [the holy father] said to them [the saints], Ipi¢hem by righteousness without sin.

But you didn’t find me from now onwards. Hadn't ledt this word by that day, no one couldn’t

have saved them from the hand of Satan, and navoukl have come near to them.” When they
heard this fron{(f. 80\})) his word, they became obedient and arranged thatisaproper like

the order of their association as well as by conmanan

[313] [There wak one [nun] of them who could be a model for thermindesty be it in silence

or in speaking or in keeping all members of theybathich is internal or external and all her
walking is quietly. When they saw her personalgypleasant, the saints were astonished and
made her doer of their affair (their coordinatan) &ll [the nuns] so as she will keep them being

their model.

[314] But her origin is from the land of Sire and she wasdliseer of the governor of Sire. And

her (f. 81r°) nativity was also in blessedness and in benedicifdhe saints. As she was living
in afflictions she went to the man of GAtthaSamuel gddamawi(lit. desert monk or who lives
in a monastery). She asked him saying, “O! fattetkrme [one] who helps me being in the side
of Lord as | had oppression from my husband. Tleeeesome who said to me, ‘Why did you
live by oppression? But | don’t need another mantadreak my covenant.” That man of God

said to her, “Living with oppression will not be vge for you. Rather, live with patience and do
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not look for othex(f. 81rb) man since God do justice for you as the race okimgdom became

by you.” Having heard this she entered [home] whrgsing God.

[315] She lived as that monk commanded her until the timgromised her comes. And she
begot a servant of Lord as tlgdiddamawitold her. And she grew up in peace. She remembered
Lord in all her time. She didn’t forget him. And Galidn’'t leave her totempt like the other
women(f. 81V7) who led temptation by the earthly pleasure. Bud @mtected her so as not to
transgress his commandment until she reached wieahad looked for, that is monasticism,

being perfect rejecting or abandoning the worlébtmw Lord.

[316] It became 18 years since she went out for monastiand reached to a monastery where
there were nuns. She didn’t find there one whoddaat to the way of life by perfectly leaving
the world except orally for the sake of people’s @g she didn’t find a kind shepherd who saves
his herd with the power off. 81V°) spirit. Thus, she reached to this man of Gdalina
dstifanos who is truly shephered of sheep who keepkssaves his herd. Therefore, she was
offered a power and received help from his gracksraightened her way and made her manner
good with a perfect deed. And all her going is iaderation. She left her soul in the hands of
Lord impoverishing herself. And she became a mddelmany women who came out [to
embrace monasticism] leaving their dignity. Wheaytlsaw her they impoverished themselves

and resembled likéf. 82r°) her.

[317] No blemish was found upon her and no backbite lahsathe saints from the teachers
became a witness for her saying, “Indeed what atlnef Apostles said is true that a widow (nun)
is named [a nun] as she has a good deed and shehasesn and pure whom she doesn’'t want a
man for the second time. She doesn’t want a pleamud she was not haughty to anyone that she

was with her husband for some years.”

[318] Then she lived keeping the works of widows as she lessed. She gets gloff, 82r°)

grace and praise before Lord in the kingdom of bea®ur fathers, therefore, said, “Likewise,

this widow also resembles the chosen widows whay Keep the decisions and the order. And
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this [widow] also keeped herself with modesty andnasticism and all her journey was with

peace.”

[319] When she orders them, she didn’t tell them angaityl to no one else. Rather, she
admonished them smiling with peace and did not inecwild like a lion in one’s house and she
didn’t terrify in living. She was noff. 82\F) impatient to anyone else. Therefore, all of them
[the nuns] agreed with her. And they consideredlikera father and mother. And she followed

the trace of the saints until the completion of tyralom.

[320] They also followed her without being afterwards vhiinning and they were swift with
wings to pass through 3 narrow places by knowledgtheMashafa Abaw(lit. book of fathers)
says, “If he became a monk, he endures hardshignbwledge and the heat of the spirit and
[there was] no exhaustion. Rather, he becomesgstroall difficult situations as the moon rises
in days, months and yea(§. 82\P) Likewise, knowledge begets (comes) from a good deet

it was thought in each difficult situation. Likewisthese spirituals go with knowledge while
growing hot with heat of spirit. They grow and bew strong by this heat and this [heat] let
them bring until the end.”

[321] Our Lord says, “They entered and became strondh@friarrow gate. Likewise, they
became firm and powerful in a difficult situatioly bunger and thirst as it says Méashafa
Abaw “A blessed monk who cleaved his flesh witlffa 83r) bone.” Likewise, they let their
fleshes stick with their bones. And no one willdenimpure them and nothing. And they didn't
leave in their thought which is not offered to &gt as in the Old Testament in Leviticus it says,
“And the priest shall burn them upon the altarsithe food of the offering made with fire for a

sweet savour: all the fat is the Lord®é*®

[322] And in the New Testament it says, “As to hide aisidarkness, and disclosing light [is]
..™" Therefore, He light upon them [the nuns] light d¥ide until they see secrets of the
heaven; and they speak incredible and admiréblé3r°) miracles. And they read without

education from the Old Testament and New Testanherduch works they completed while

3418 | ey 3:16
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following their father. And he also followed his fddoby observing his commandment without
leaving and nothing as He, our Lord, himself sé&pg, ye therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfec?f"lgl_ikewise, he Hstifanos] became perfect in all as his Lord
commanded him; and his followers: men and womeiamecperfect like him as we said before,

“As each son resembles his father.”

[323] (f. 83V) He [Mstifanos] resembled his Lord who is his father; asdLblimself says,
“You are my children.” And his followers resemblédim, their father who begot them in
spiritual birth and he makes them grow while keggimrem warm with the heat of spirit. And he
removed corrosion from their hearts (minds). Andided them spiritual food from the wine of
Torah and milk of gospel which is divine until &lis children became his followers. And his
Lord multiplied his followers in all places. He mathem myriad{f. 83\") as Lord said to
Abraham, “l will multiply thy seed as the starstbé heaven, and as the sand which is upon the

sea shore,a“z((Nhich is not counted.

[324] Likewise, God blessed the followers of the sairnt bie multiplied them by righteousness
and he filled his lessons in all the land (countAmd he shadowed the monasteries with the
spirit of his coverages. And His spirit shroudedst nuns from the burning heat of the sun till it
makes green from the dew of the irrigation. Theydpiced many fruits as Lord says, “And other
fell on good ground, and sprang up, and H&ré4r®) fruit an hundredfold*?! So did again.
Likewise, those nuns also resembled the good eemthproduced fruit a hundredfold; so did

again.

[325] Once more he picked up lamps which is the HolyiBgiat lightens their heart tosave
from the darkness of the nights which could be reveleor internal. They feed the spiritual food
from his lessons of that father the divine. Andytdeink eternal drink from two rivers who have

eternal life as the spiritual fathers who are habveaid, “The blessed monk who made his food

3419 Matt 5:48
3420 Gen 22:17
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the bread of life and made his drink dfp84r®) of salvation and got drunk to forget this world

and all his work tobe the grave of Christ and et iHoly Spirit burns inside his heart and see the

light of Christ whom he showed to our holy Aposileshe mountain.”

[326] Now this blessed monk who (sic) became ready tdtssdight. He [God] had also shown
[to Moses in a flame of fif%) before inside a tabernacle which Moses pitcheplamted in the
wilderness. That was together with souls (persarggh was the holy of holies in it God the
Lord dwells with a(f. 84V") tablet and ark of the Covenant where there are téme

commandments in them.

[327] Likewise, these blessed persons whom he gathegid tiioughts and hearts from all
doubts which is mixed in the heart until Christ dl&/én them. They received a new command
which is the final of all laws from him. The ligbt the Holy Trinity rose to their heart until they
see their wages; and speak miracles at the tintteeaf completion [martyrdom?]; and they said,

“Light rose to us.” As the prophet said, “But thatlp of the just is as the shining light, that

shineth more and more unto the perf@c84\°) day.”**?

[328] Secondly, he said, “For the commandment is a laang;the law is light; and reproofs of
instruction are the way of life****And Lord says in the gospel, “Then shall the righie shine
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Fathéf> They rest and leave hope to those who
followed them behind in such work. Blessed areghams who got that part or share until they
became ready for the kingdom of heaven as theyntedawer of spirit as the blessed Herma
said, “Of this tower building as he saw the buitgiof tower; and whom they did §& 85r%)

they made them pure and made them equal to hisstdhthey became like the one which was
built with 4 stones.”

3422Ey0d 3:2
342 proy 4:18
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[329] Likewise, the Lord’s church brought them out frarfor hypocrites, evils, slanderers and
hesitant (hypocrites) and unclean who have alseafiler they purified it. After they had brought
them out, it becomes his church to Lord in onehflasd in one essence and in one heart and in

one faith and in one love. Therefore, the son ofl @poiced and was glad by them.

[330] Like(f. 85r°)wise, these were a real builders who built thogmified stones which are
decorated and pure until they became tower oftsgivom they keep the order (traditions) of the
association by one flesh and spirit and one stsihigh is friendship the final commandment. As
Herma said, “While they [nuns] made their heartd #oughts (minds) pure and equal upon the
masons who build; and they rejoiced by servanttoaf; and they clothe Holy Spirit of the
virgins who keeps the order of the association tigcequality of heart tobg. 85\/a) kept in
one another as that blessed fatHAstifanos, established them which [in their turn] beea

mediator with God for them.”

[331] As the good and patient Madb said, “A man who lost a spear becomes medicirteef
heart as medicine of tongue which is [from] the Idf tree.” As he said, “Remember your
association whom you created it first.” He saidiagd. et us exalt his name togeth&® Once
more | said, “O! Lord | worship in a big assembli#é&nce, hefstifanos] taught them tokeep the
order of their association tokeep with severityilutitey arrived at thi(f. 85\°) end. But
regarding their end: there were some [nuns] whoptetad [their martyrdom] by the punishment
of fire, there were some [nuns] who [accomplishegrtmartyrdom] by a spear, there were some
[nuns] who [accomplished their martyrdom] by stapirand there were some [nuns] who
accomplished [their martyrdom] inside their goodnastery. As the messenger said, “They
wandered about restlessly in monasteries, chumhgégsaves and in pits or ditches of the earth.”

And all became martyrs by their faith and they aegliwhat he promised them.

[332] Likewise, they [the nuns] while building way of Ichrand wash spiritual wash of the
dagpm bdat (lit. second birth) and they burn thorn of sinthg fire of the Holy Spirit while not
leaving anything mixed in the(f. 86r%) thought. They, therefore, heard what he promisethth

3426 pg 34:3
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and they became a martyr by their faith. And die[huns] who completed [their martyrdom]
according to our knowledge until now were 1408rjumber]. But in other regions (places) we
didn’t know their death and their numbers. God kaalweir number. But the dates of the
crowning of their martyrdoms were: be it in witness be it the monastery, or it inside the

perfect order was written in the acts of the safotse read on its each time according to the

crowning of the wages of theff. 86r°) sufferings.

[333] They [the nuns] did not separate from them [thatsdi be it in martyrdom while they
tortured [them], or be it in chain (punishment taining), or in exile and captivity, they didn’t
stay away from them for the bearing of punishmeamig afflictions. Rather, they became ready
by all personality which is gracious. And the ddyh®ir commemoration was written according
to the crowning of their martyrdom when they congdetheir combat. May their prayers and

benediction and their bloodshed, and drop of tteairs keep us forever. Amen.

[334] But that we wrote is not the book of their contergdfact) as their contending is abundant
and high above all things. In this world there hepga upon them punishments, tribulations and
afflictions which is(f. 86V?) incredible to hear and astonishing to speak. Trefitle in the
book of their contending of the brethren what tigey in each time as they followed behind to
this son of God who became an apostle and martigsyoppoya. Rather, we wrote so that their
[the nuns] origin should be known whom they bec#me& base to those nuns as that son of God
Abuna dstifanos accepted them; as he taught them toliveardghip in their monasteries as our
fatherly scholars about what kind of building bemonks. They commanded saying, “Monks
and nuns should not live in a plate ' [together]. Rather, they should go and live inirtioevn

monasteries.”

[335] He set forth, therefore, them [the nuns] tolivethieir own monasteries and live by the

work of their hands; and they [should] 86vb) hear words of admonition from the fathers who
give offering of grace. And they received gracesalivation from their words without fear as he

established them in all righteousness.

483



[336] Likewise, we resemble them. And they [the nuns]levkeeping our selves in all good
deeds do not violate the order of the fathers; latid not violate their admonition as they
admonishes us by the authority of law a few day# @sbetter for us to get Godd. 87r°)

blessing. As Paul the apostle said, “As all admong do not seem gladness in its time but it is

sadness. Later on it bore peace for whom theyta@idd it rewards them righteousness.”

[337] Once more he said, “Run to peace and do not lgaweholiness.” Likewise, let us run to
peace without blemish to keep our holiness accgrtiinthe order of our holy fathers as the
Scripture says, “Remember tfie 87rb) words of Lord that your governors have told yoletos

their good manner and resemble in their faith.”

[338] Therefore, do not retreat be it to the right othe left as they laid down us [an order]
whom God lighten upon them a Holy Spirit. And theft us this order of the angles which
brings from earth to the heaven. There is no himzkan it. Rather, her way is cleared for whom
he believes words of Lord and do [accordingly]. Let therefore, be firm in their faith and do
not go to other yoke dff. 87\f) enslavement. We don’t have a country of us theaewte need

to reach but the forthcoming that we look for. THess offer a sacrifice of glory to Lord to the
fruit of our lips of His name as such sacrificegdes God; as those our fathers who offer peace

and saved their herd from the deceit of Satan rileeng.

[339] We also resembled them in all good deeds. And Le'gracious and holy without rest

(f. 87\})) torejoice with them in the day of Christ [the sedaoming?] as the prophet says,
“Sow to yourselves in righteousn&€d and reap fruit of life and light for yourselvesmp of

wisdom look for God until it reaches the harvesyaidir righteousness. As a result, light lamp of
wisdom as our fatherly saints lit us in the eagssn& heart who patiently bore disease for this

world toget eternal world (life).”

[340] Likewise, we follow all that is righ(f. 88r%) and pure and righteousness as our country

is the heaven and we wait for (expect) that, winscalvation of Christ. As Paul says, “Let’s run

342THos 10:12
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in patience to our awaiting hope in faith, and dallto our perfect God like those (sic) our
fathers who became obedient for his word and sdiied herds while becoming vigilant
evenings and early mornings so that one of thes€érherd will not lose.” And now our
brethren, stand and keep the commands they teﬁﬁﬁSrb) you and laid down you in words or
in books; as the prophet says, “Blessed are [thabe] bear patiently God as the holy people

dwell in Jerusalem and Zion.”

[341] Once more he says, “Admonish my people says GoestB tell Jerusalem in its hearts
and admonish it.” And Jacob the apostle says, ‘d®dsis the man who bears patiently for

temptation as he receives being examined the cadwgiory whom God promised for who(i.

88V/) they love Him.”

[342] Secondly he says, “Be performers of law not ordgirers of it.” And Paul says, “Depart
them all friends who go with a deceit as we doayt Hown them in the order.” You do not,
therefore, transgress the order that they laid dosvrLet’'s not add or subtract from it. Rather,
let’'s keep so that we arrive to a perfect ordethase our fathers arrived at this heavenly order of

angels and men.

[343] We, therefore, do not sleep ndfv 88\P) like them. So, let's awake, be vigilant and be
wise. As Paul says in his Epistle, “God doesn’tppre (consider) us for temptation except for
life and salvation.” Secondly, he says, “Let youerid rejoice and one should shape (instruct)

another.”

[344] Once more he says, “Don't be wise for yourselvesalas we have no one among us who
saves himself and dies himself. Even if we live, ave for God; or even if we die, we are for
God. He(f. 89r°) can let us live or cure.” As Job [says], “As | knéie didn’t not to cure me.”
And Ezekiel says, “I will bring spiritual life upoyou. And | will put my spirit upon you and you

will be saved."And ye shall know that | am the Lord*?®

342870k 12:20
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[345] We, therefore, think as those our fatherly and mdgh believers who kept the
commandments of the Almighty. And you, our fathargl brethren be firm like the spiritual
stone for holy(f. 89rb) priesthood tooffer and prepare spiritual sacrifideom God receives in
the hands of Jesus Christ. As the apostle saysef®¥re also it is contained in the scripture,

Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elqac«i:cious”3429

[346] And those who are entrusted in that stone do nwhiste by it as it became in (sic) the
chief corner [stone]. He, therefore, says, “Loweuniyhead (be humble) to each creator of son of
man for the(f. 89V") sake of God as our Lord, Jesus Christ the divireetfie impalpable lower

his head to John the holy priest.” Thus, He salidywer your head to each creator of son of
man.” He didn’t say this for those who didn’t haavgood fruit. Rather, for good doers who bore

life of fruit as the prophet says, “Do not lowemydead to a man who is fool.”

[347] And you who offer'..." [grace?] keep this herd while not benefiting togmir (f. 89\)0)
wages when the Almighty shows being in his thromernkhde. And His mercy comes ahead of
Him; and his compassion and his patience assemdnhetlhis righteousness stands and His faith
sprouts. And His wages shows and His truth keemkawAt that time you stand being rejoiced
with those herds of Christ. As the prophet says ti#ey have to rejoice, how did they escape the
mortal of today? They inherited him as they havénd it later.”

[348] Secondly, they see for they bd(fe 90r%) patiently from a narrow place of whole work
as they will find to this wide place. They rejoicad there is no grief forever; as Isaiah says,
“ "For they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord siralh again Zion' ***° Happiness springs
forth in all wilderness of Jerusalem as He forgiaesl rescues it. And Lord discloses his holy
arm. And they wear cloth of glory on behalf of ggpwof grief. They are namedf. 90rb)

generation of righteous tree from God by praise.”

3429 1 pet 2:6
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[349] Secondly John says in his revelation, “They caagplof psalm for God And they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God, and the ebtige Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous

are thy works, Lord God Almighty>**! of all righteousness and truth dominates your jeysn

as we have so great hope that Lord promised ust’s (f. 90\/a) not remain back as that good
shepherd taught us saying, “Do not go down fronolg monastery which is a holy order that

was built like a country which keeps the herd vathity.”

[350] As one from the fathers, blessesh$on said, “There is a monastery which is encircled
with fire; and people live inside it they are engassed by that fire. And that fire is their food
and drink, and their happiness and their deathtlaeid life and all theiff. 90V") works. If their

cloths become filthy, they don’t wash them with eragxcept by that fire; and it becomes white.”
Let’s bring this [matter] to us; when he says “nm&teay”, it means the holy order which is

preserving commandment.

[351] And the fire is the Holy Spirit which cleans soatsd made them white. As the Scripture
says, “Benediction of Enoch whom he saw souls efrighteous who are crucified by the Lord
of spirits and becomes all white.” But tiffs 91r°) is fire of the Holy Spirit which is the food of

the righteous and their deaths and happiness.

[352] This, then, washes and cleans and blesses thetshaad that fire is their spirit and life.
Thus, it says, “Do not leave the power of this furgil it dwells spirit of God upon them. And

that rests them in all their works; and it letsnthearry the yoke of Lord as He says in the gospel,
13432

‘Take my(f. 91rb) yoke upon you ...For my yoke is easy, and my burddiglt.

[353] He [Estifanos], therefore, instructed us saying, “Keept tbeder of your education
(lesson) as | didn’t bring and taught you. Rathiest heavenly order of where there is a writing
which exists in all God’s scriptures of law. And @vhyou learn this keep or keep and do not

leave one another like those our fathers and leetbeliever and women believers whom they

3431Rev 15:3
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(f. 91V7) slept and died by the faith of Christ until theice gave light like a sun: be it in the
martyrdom, or by all tribulations, or in all diffit situations in a monastery (wilderness) as that

fire of the Holy Spirit empowered them which dweljson them until their hearts cleansed.”

[354] As the revelation of John says, “One from the chigfthese who wear bright cloth said
to me, ‘From where did they come.” And | replieanhi‘My lord you know it.” He replied me,
“They (f. 91\") who (sic) came from great illness; and they wasteir cloths and they
cleansed by the blood of the sheep [Christ?]. Beeaf this, they arrived before the Lords

throne; and they praise in his temple day and nightl that he lives in his throne dwells upon
them. And He overshadows them. They are not hurgrijey are not thirsty; the intense heat of

the sun didn’t get them as the sheep considers émehteads them to fountain of water of life.”

[355] He removes(f. 92r%) tears from their eyes. Blessed are those who kesisd
commandment so as their dominion became upon frife @s He says, “Now | come quickly,
and my wages are before me which is a shining mgrsiar, Holy Spirit of the herd who made

them bright and let them clean for those herds anka and nuns who are named

dstifanosawiyan (Stephanosites) as they were namsgghawiyan (Jacobites) in the time (6f

92rb) Malakawiyanand they straightened the faith.”

[356] Likewise, these followers distifanos straightened the rfaith in the Trinity iretrand of
Ag‘azi [lteyoppoya] as that blessed father, abundant deed wearmeowin dstifanos lit a lamp
upon them who became a martyr toeytippoya. His prayer and his benediction with all his
children (followers) and with the prayers of allnsuwho became martyrs with him [and] who

made good their manner in their personality andmised the excellerf. 92\*) women who

followed our Christ.

[357] But abundantly they [the nuns] became base of ytwit those nuns in this order in a

multitude of deeds tobecome a model for whom tlodipwed them behind. The prayers of all

the saints dwell upon us and be with us and keefisraver and ever. Amen. Amen and Amen.
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[358] And let them read that book in each commemoratanaf the brethren so as their (the

nun’s) life will be known how they ar@. 92\})) saved: be it in the past or be it in the future so
that they will keep the order as he laid down thehile not leaving anything to get them
obstacle. Rather, he taught them order of puritthtse who teach and those who learn. And he
paved a road of life toget wages of their sufferiBgt the days of commemoration of the
brethren like this, do aMashafa Barakat(f. 93r%) za-Henok(the book of benediction of

Enoch) shows in 4 corners of the world.

[359] The holy father, therefore, said, “Let it be onarym 4 parts in every 3 months so as the

seasons and months will be known. The first paonishe 28 of the month Maskaram let them
sing and and bless fruits and say (recite) Ps @Bgive thanks unto the Lord; for his mercy
endureth for ever’** The chapter of words which gives food for all Heé\nd let they recite

this from the beginning to the end.”

[360] Let them sing each chapter; and the second pam ihe 28 of the month(f. 93r°)
Tahsas. At that time, let them sing Ps 4% and say, “I will extol thee, my God, O king; and |
will bless thy name for ever and evefrom the beginning to the end. Let them sing thés$ing

while they are blessing fruits and seeds and &nthecite every chapter.”

[361] The third part is on the #5of Maggabit. And let them sing this Ps 148 and $Byaise

ye the Lord from the heavens.” The chapter of tloedws, ‘The tree will also bear fruit and all
cedar.’ Let them sing this psalm from the beginniaghe (f. 93\?) end. Let them sing each
chapter and bless again. The fourth part is or28feof Sane; and let them say (sing) this Ps
147, “Praise ye the Lord: for it is good to singipes unto our God; for it is pleasant; and herbs
for the servitude of son of man; He gives theirddor animals.” Let them sing this while

blessing fruits and seeds.

3433ps 136 [N.B. The scribg#dl) says Ps 135 but it should be Ps 136.]
3434t should be Ps 145
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[362] This holy father son off. 93V") God dstifanos left us this order as the Holy Spirit
showed him tobe blessed and praised. God shouldrdised with all his work and all his
activity. The association of saints of our fathansl brethren, therefore, made commemoration to
these righteous and martyr believers who they foanért (share) in the previous life as they

keep the commandment of the Almighty.

[363] They did the day of their commemoration to thistga in a year the book of their

contending(f. 94r%) and do their commemoration by offering incense Bndharist and psalm
of praise and canticle of thgpddbst ***¥lit. holy, saint, sacred, sanctified) will be apted
before God. If it is not possible to offer inceres®d Eucharist in difficulty and lack of (fail to
read) a chapter in a humble heart and in a kindt s$ige the sacrifice of the rams and cows He
accepts them as it says in the prophet, “Offerm@od should be in kind spirit and humble heart

as God doesn’t disregard the kind.”

[364] God (f. 94r°), therefore, doesn't reject the praises and prayktse saints who do the
commemoration to martyrs. It has a wage for whonddes. God arranges (makes) his part and
inheritance with them for each who made commemanmdir those righteous martyrs. And He
also apportion for us who are in the caves of #iets keeping the command of their words who

establish for us whom God disclosed by the Holyrims the Scripture says, “Eye hath not

seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered intbiéhe of man, the things which God h4fh

94V/) prepared for them that love hini**° This is the hope of the righteous.

[365] We also light to our heart the knowledge of Hisrglbefore the face of Jesus Christ
toinherit the benediction of His name as it sayB@uteronomy, “If thou shalt hearken diligently

unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe amddo all his commandments which |

3435 Qoddbst is a place inside a church where songs or hywens served

3436 1Cor 2:9
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command thee this day, that the Lord thy God veitlteee on high above all nations of the earth:
And all these blessind§. 94\°) shall come on thee, and overtake th¥&"”

[366] ™ “If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the Léingt God. Blessed shalt thou be in the
city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. Biesshall be thy basket [thgadl says ‘your

deeds’] and thy store. Blessed shalt thou be when tomest in, and blessed shalt thou be when
thou goest out. If thou shalt hearken unto thee/aitthe Lord thy God, and walk in his ways.
And all people of the earth shall see that thotcalled by the name of the Lord; and they shall
be afraid of theeAnd the Lord shall make thdé. 95r%) plenteoud ***in all good things and

opens you treasure of benediction.”

[367] Let's keep his commandment toinherit that beneatictThe blessedntonos let us hear
that he saw a black man who has a huge body arddis upon earth and his head is high up to

the sky (heaven?) and his hand are wide [whichcsiyérom east to west. And the souls of men
who did not keep the commandments of God fly inatieand he(f. 95r°) ensnares and puts it

under his leg to the depth of hell.

[368] Other souls who keep commandments of God, theis styuby wings of fire and passes
ascending (going up) above his head and it is plesgr him to make nearer his hand to it. And

words shout in jubilation and in victory and in acdy before that black spirit.

[369] And | said to an angle who speaks with me, “Whthis that has huge body, which has
dreadful and horrible appearance?” And this andelthis world replied me, “Lover of
destruction of sorff. 95V%) of man.” And | asked him, “Who are these birds vityoand he
ensnares and puts them under his leg in the dégtelld’ He replied me, “These souls are who
transgress the commandments of God and revilealis; [[and] who became blind their souls
until death comes to them.” And | asked him, “Whe #hose glorified souls who are for that

great praise and for this victory?”

3437 Deut 28:1-2
3438 peyt 28:2-11
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[370] He replied me, “Those are sons d@ftonos who wore the holyaskemaand did your

commandment; and who kept the law in the féfar95\})) of God; and they became in the
image and likeness of we angles.” And the blessatite them, “I am a relative of son of man
who keep commandments of God as such glory and thegerves to us.” Therefore, o! brethren
let's keep commandments of God as our fathers taugghand let's not abolish that grace and
let’s not be lazy for its doing. There is no othepe than this gift not to be children of hesitatio
who mixes and hesitates. Rath@r,961°) take a spear of the Holy Spirit by your hand which

word of Lord in each prayer and request while ymupaaying all the time with a Holy Spirit.

[371] Do not grieve to the Holy Spirit whom they bless@ai this with the sign of the cross in
the day of your salvation. The grief is for the ¥oBpirit which is transgression of
commandments and leaving the order whom they esftalidr them. And now, listen our
brethren the order and living of the nuns as tiody Kf. 96r°) father laid down them saying,
“Live by the work of your hands and live in your nasteries.” And he said to our fathers, “Do
not leave to these nuns while they follow you ihyalur ways be it in a martyrdom or in all

commandments of righteousness by admonition anda¢éidn and repentance.”

[372] However, after that there is nothing that you wilnsgress. Having kept this, they did as
what he commanded. They have kept then until nawdieh not degrade (mock) and they did not
defile (make impure) what he laid down them. Thie [nuns] have als(f. 96\/3) kept their

order until now; and they still stand (are) as &d Idown them and they did not transgress the
order while they were living by the works of théand. And they didn’'t leave following their

brethren by performing the law and they didn’'t desphem until now.

[373] Giving repentance is like what our fathers estabdis they let them repent to those nuns;
and no one except those whom the old men from $kecaation commanded them and whom
they have patience and goodness and who becameswitor(f. 96\)0) them, come nearer and

assist them [the nuns]. And they keep them withoegtion and admonition as our fatherly
Apostles laid down saying, “Episcopate, a deacah @degaconess are bind together with them

[nuns] in admonition and education.”

492



[374] Others who no one has forced them should not bairdgbt for themselves asbba
Pak"amis from the fathers did like that, that he bedims order of the association when nuns
came to him, he let them live across the river. Ardsent them priests, deacons, (hed7r%)
excellent and believers to keep them in purity. Almel association is nameadazbara malaskt

(lit. the angles’ association); and the fatherhef monksdntonos praised and said to him, “This

is greater than any fathers whom he laid down oofléne association of the Apostles.

[375] Our blessed father, therefore, laid down us thideio and let's not transgress the
commandment and do not bring a sin for ourselMese Ididn’'t command us what the brethren
set, and if he transgresses without the commareoéssociation, let he himself know, and its
sin is upon(f. 97r°) him. But regarding offering a sacrifice of Euchafis them [the nuns], we

explained how they lived before and what happen aswhey had lived while they [the priests]
had been giving them penance for the absolutiagingf. Regarding giving Eucharist, they didn’t
offer them on their hands but believers came anddtsaints show them the tradition of law of

the Holy Communion. They took from the hands oégtribelievers.

[376] When the king made harsh situation upon them(fn®@7\?) priest and deacon will be

found. As a result, God’s work will be annulled ilititey look for those priests in the country.
But those of our fathers who did this, it is notéese God did not order to give for those nuns
who are pure and holy and who are decorated ipugity but [thinking] each may say | will do

like that. And not to enter to excommunication &altl or ruin. The governors, therefore, stood
saying, “What the(f. 97\P) followers of dstifanos doing is not true. They kill the soul with

penance and they didn’t save it by giving Euchdrist

[377] Therefore, they did an assembly and justice sayM& are the men of monastery; we
came out of this world. How do we then enter tg thorld to look for believers and priests? This

is not correct as God did not separate and segregan from women. Rather, He says, ‘That he
did righteousness is a righteous.” For this ouhéaly scholars said, “We order {6. 98r%)

teach your children if it is not possible their dagnearer and hearing their words.”

493



[378] Therefore, let us stop the order. Let one showolddo giving Eucharist for those nuns

without the authority of the episcopate whom owetlwen set. And one should not do without
the authority of him. Rather, the giving of Euckafor those nuns should be by the authority of

him. They should offer a sacrifice in the propexgal. Let the blessed priests and deacons who
had permission by the word of the episcopate aderoof the association give tifé 98r°)

Eucharist to them [the nuns] by their hands. Batlihethren [should] stand in their monasteries

during the Eucharist.

[379] Giving Eucharist by the hands of saints to thosetsahould be stopped as there is not a
law which says, “Don’t give holiness to saints wdunsecrated by the Holy Spirit. Rather, he
says. ‘Holiness to a holy.” And for those who da have fruit of righteousness, do not involve

them in giving the Eucharist® 98V") defile the blood of order.”

[380] we wrote like this and we set forth like this ftetsake of their life and living of those
nuns. Ifthere is one who violates this order and doesrépkie and says, “I will do by the will
of myself without the authority of episcopate” asaid before, “Let he himself know that his sin

is upon him.” And now our brethren keep this orserthat you will get holiness from God and

the father of glory gives you spirit of the minddeh. 98\)0) wisdom.

[381] And let He opens you eyes of your heart toknow whathope of your calling is. And
God our Lord Jesus Christ helps you for the doihis will. And let the benediction of your

prayers fell upon us and be with us all the timevyer. Amen, amen and amen.

[382] Then there happened again an incredible miracle wpe blessed nun from those who

were killed in Sanabo. It was while the soldiersemaking 7 saints to the kir(§. 99r°) as they
were commanded. One blessed saint from them wharse mvas Amatad ul while taking her

was near death and stoned her; and they went onthg.

[383] And one man from the men of that region (provineap has pleasing goodness having

heard this went to her and found her before sh& e came out and took her to his house. She
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said to him, “Why do for you, | have a blessing tmeat [delicious?] food?” He replied her, “I

will feed you vegetable.” Havin(j. 99rb) said this, he let her enter to his home.

[384] Then, after many days when the king announcedceed¢saying] “if the one from the
followers of the blessed were found in each mas hiouse will be destroyed, and his properties
will be pillaged” he said to her, “What shall | dmd what is better for me?” She replied him,
“Take me to the big lake which is named %#fand it is in the west direction as | know | will

find my hope there.”

[385] Then he put her on his donkey’s back while theyevgming, they arrived at a place called

(f. 99V') “dnfraz. In one monastery, from the monastery of rsotthere was one nun there

whose name is Arwa who has fear of God. When shdlsat saint she said to him, “Leave her. |
will entertain her and get the benediction of hexypr.” He left her and entered his region. She
made her a room (residence) inside the compoum@mohouse. And she lived like that together

with her blessedness.

[386] Then, after many days one woman came whom she keewefore and she was the one

who (f. 99V) assists her before she joined to the saints. Sheedrat the house of that nun

while she was walking about her grief. She founddugldenly. She shouted before her and she

wanted to greet her, and men seized violentlywahen and brought her out and took her.

[387] There was a monk in that region who is from héatiee to that saint [nun]. And that
woman went to him totell him about her. She saitito, “I knew what happened to saint Améta
(f. 100r") Lo‘ul.” He said to her, “Yes, | knew as they informee that they stoned her

together with the followers distifanos.” She said to him, “I saw her in the monastd monks
as | let her enter to the monastery of monks siheg hide her in the house of one nun. And they

prohibited me to come closer to her as they hidskeerely.”

[388] Waking up early, he went while hastening and adrigethat nun. But she was hid inside
her house. And she sent others from that of hed @n 100rh) they [the nuns] asked him,

3439) ake Saf is Lak&ana Malaka TaborTaSoma Zarihun, p.c.)
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“What did you say and what do you want?” He replibem, “But need is nothing. Rather, |
have an affair of spirit as | wish to meet to yousther.” They replied him, “He couldn’t meet

her but tell us what you have.” He replied thenditl not go unless | meet her.”

[389] Then when she knew that he didn’t go unless hesrest she came out to him. When he
saw her, he urged her saying, “For the sake of bodithe holy monasticism that you do accept
my request.” She replied. 100\?) him, “Speak what you came for.” [He said to heNoWw |

heard that there is one sick nun with you and ItM@aisee her face as she is my niece.”

[390] Having her his last word (stand), she said to Hi@&g to your home. Today | can't say |
have [the nun] with me or | don’t have [the nunjtwime. | will let you assure everything at your
second entrance. She invited (fixed a time) hirocime [again].” He went saddened.

[391] Then when she sa(f. 100V) that she didn't hide herself for her, she saichi gaint,

“What shall | do for you? And what'’s better for rard you? What shall | replied to that monk
then or are you thinking other [thing]?” The sai@plied her, “What did | think except the hope
to my God who gives wages of life for whom he aw&itm. And now, let them order to take me

to lake Saf as | knew there is one who wants tot mmecthere.”

[392] They took her there and brought her and let tver din a small island which is found at

the centre of théf. 101r%) lake. She lived there in such a way being free ftbenchaining of
the world which defiles the thought from hearingl @®eing as sairiintones said, “While she

was comforted from the angles and her food was tr@fruit of a tree calleghganpe.”

[393] Then that monk arrived at that nun as the timeisvieed him. She said to him, “Yes, she

lived with me and | sent her as | feared not td ikie for the sake of her. And now, if you

determine [to meet her], you will find her in thig ltake; and you will reach in the monastery of

the monks of théf. 101rb) island ofTana. And they will tell you where she is and shaw.{

[394] He went there again and arrived at a monasteryavige indicated him. He asked to let

him enter to the abbot [of the monastery]. Whemiag him he said to him, “I beg you o! father
for the sake of God (in the name of God) as | hgnef of soul.” He said to him, “Speak what
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you came for.” He replied, “Yes, my lord | need(fo 101V/) see one nun the poor of Lord
whom they brought to you as she is my relative.dAhe abbot replied him, “What [kind of]
nun? Who brought her to me?” He replied, “I didkriow this except they told me and said to

me, ‘Go and he will inform you everything.

[395] Then he commanded to show him. There exists andsivhich was very far in the centre
of the lake. It doesn’t even fit for walking asnvas narrow. As they knew that it was difficult for
him to reach there, they showed him. When he kiemas difficult for him [to reach there], he
cried. He said, “Who will take me there.” They tiedl him, “We don’t know; you yourself

know.” And he went there while crying and arrivigd 101\}3) at one monastery which is in the

sea shore. He lived there hoping from God toseeitleof the affair.

[396] Then when God want to disclose little from hisreeg which is told by the chosen and
that is concealed from the knowledge of the secodaple, [and] that we children of the old
[sic] seekers of secret without work, but tobe gedithe greatness of his goodness. So, we know
that his secrecy is hidden from the knowledge of sbman. How can an angle asked fdif.a
102r%) prophet, “How many houses are there in the heathefsea (lake)? Or how many

fountains [are there] in the face of an ocean?@vr many ways [are there] above the sky? ”

[397] He secondly said, “If told me in the ocean, | didjo down; and in to the sky, | didn’t
ascend at all. And now, | didn’t ask you exceptubwind and fire and the day which had
passed. And you didn’t answer me about them. If gouidn’t answer what is in yours, how do
you know the way of the Almighty’s order? It is nby justice like the earlieff. 102rb)

righteous. Rather, by the goodness and the gresatoedis mercy he raised the 2 pagan
fishermen; and brought them to that island.”

[398] When they saw her that her face was like an anfglee Lord and her beauty is shiny and
her eyes are like the rising of the shining (maoghistar obez They said to her, “[Are you] from
the heavenly or from mankind?” She replied themari from mankind | am earthly.” They
asked her, “Who brought you here. And what are Ipoking for?” She replied, “God brought
me as I(f. 102\/) look for her and not others.”
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[399] Having heard [this] word they were astonished.rTthey gave her 2 fish from what they
caught. And they went their home and they toldrtabbot where there is that monk with him.
Waking up in the morning and being on his canoeyéet while hastening. When he arrived he
met her while praying. And he greeted and requeseschow she get there and what happened
upon her.

[400] She told him what she saw and what kind of jobtehein that lake. HE. 102VP) said

to her, “If you want to do such work, we have thish us since many [people] came from the

uttermost of the countries there. They fast ang pral they get many miracles. There are some
who hid from the eyes of people.” She requested hiimke me to that place as God brought you

tocomplete the goodness of his will.” He replied, t{ewill go and prepare how we can ascend.

Then | will come and take you.”

[401] Having entered home, he told to that monk who witls him. And he said, “I found an

(f. 103r) astonishing work in that lake. The works of God iawany which are done upon the
earth.” He said to him, “What is that? Tell me.” kdd him what he all see. He shouted, “Did
God hear me my prayer? And did he see iliness ofheert? Wasn't | doing for her and |

reached there while going around.”

[402] Now do your mercy. Take me with you and show nesftice of my relative. He asked

him, “Did she have a relativd. 103rb) upon the earth?” He replied him, “Yes, my lordeSh
was born from the governors ofr8; she took monasticism from the followerstsfifanos and

her name is Amatad-ul.” He said to him, “God gave you to see her.” Thenaent waking up
early morning. While taking he let her live at winat said before and made her residence there

in a sea shore in a (dry) land.

[403] Then that monk went and met her while praising@md whom the goodness of his
benediction which was measureless. He asked herallh@appened upon her. She told him as
(f. 103V") much as he could carry it. Secondly she asked HHow's your living in the

country?” He replied her, “There became great haes$ in our region. The region was suffered

by a locust. Therefore, | came here. | arrived speint many days here and we despaired your
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life. | heard a news and God showed me your faagablessed be His name.” She said to him,
“If you need to live in this vain world, enteredaoe back) to your region as you were not
known in alien [region]; The appointment of youstdict entered (to those) to the hands of
Bagadéoyon.” He said(f. 103\}’) to her, “How about you? How do you live here?” $tglied

him, “Regarding my living | didn’t transfer (sicpy; | will live according what God set to me.”

[404] He said again, “Bless your children.” She repliés God puts his benediction upon one
he deserves, those they deserve gets it.” And mme them completed [her martyrdom] in the
law of monasticismwasta sar ‘atd npnk'asna) by righteousness. And the rest, as they have a
mind to do goodness to be saved. Otherwise | dn104r°) know. Think yourself as how you

became blessed. And she fixed a day when he witlecback to her again. And he went to his

home.

[405] Then he returned by the time she invited him toeoke didn’'t get her where he had left.

Crying and not knowing what to do, he said, “Areytlevil men who seized her violently or wild
beasts?” While crying in such a way and hasten,hengo around right and left of the utter most

of the lake of the monastery.

[406] She suddenly rose from the interior of the wabgiether with the belching of the wave.

She lived in a rockf. 1041°) which is in the centre of the lake. Its length fréme land to this

is a stone’s throw of a strong man. He said, “Stems to me like a hippopotamus. While | was
thinking ‘What does he showed me?’ | saw a croseatiand and she beckoned me by this. She
put it before her as to give it to me. She didttéume a word. While | was looking her like that,

she went on the lake like a land. Then she disapddeom my eyes.”

[407] | spent the day there while crying and seems tcaméhought she came to me again.

When it got dark, 2 fishermen came to me and saithé¢, “Who are yo(f. 104V) waiting
for?” | told them what all happened to me. TheydséDid they do like this before? In this rock
they did miracles and hid. Didn’'t she put you anaig” | said to them, “Yes, she did. But | lost
to a ladder take it.” They gave me a ladder whechalled canoe; and | received the cross which

she put it to me.
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[408] | wrote this and gave it to the saints who arehia island of life. Who did see the
greatness of goodness of our God who gives sude goawhom he loves Him? But that nun has
fear of (f. 104\P) God:; and her birth is from the dignified peopletu$ earth; and she despised
this world and all in it in her youth as the worfilmrd in the Gospel [says], “Houses, and
brothers and sisters and father and mother, ardrehj and many properties, gold and silver,
and thin clothes, and servants (slaves) and mafdShe despised all this and preferred Christ

in her life.

[409] He [God], therefore, deserved her this grace wisagreat and astonishing to hear. May
her prayer, and request and the wealth of her el the(f. 105ra) drop of her tears and sweat

of her face and bloodshed of her and of all hethibe® be with us camps in our association

forever and ever. Amen, amen and amen.

[410] There became afflictions to the followers of thensthere. When he needed their killings
he gave to lions. There came fear and tremblinghape people in each region (territory) of the

kingdom. They used to look for them in everywhere.

[411] (f. 1051°) Then in the second year of his kingdom tHenonth, while he was in bdira
Qoda where he went to fight with the pagan people wlecalled Dola. Living in the lower
region (province) of @da, they brought saints to him whom one from higrds whose name is
Misa’el caught them in the street while they were engefrom a market to their association
where it is near to Takaza. While they were takimgm, they brought them to a region (town)
where there is a monastery of monks whom they hioster (granted) them to ti{f 105V)
monks of that monastery to let them stay there. Aadvent to the king's court todeliver his
message. They let them stay there. They didn’t tiieen [anything]. When they asked for their
food, they said to them, “Revile your teacher andsprate yourselves to the king togive you
food and water.” And the saints replied them, “ouylebase the grace of the Holy Spirit which

dwells upon the righteous for the sake of food.”

3440 Matt 19:29; Mark 10:29 [N.B. This is not a diregtote of the bible but to indicate where they awnfl in the
bible.]
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[412] Beware! To bring back the word that God says wHencomes with his glory, “l was a

stranger, and y&. 105\) took me not in.2**! And the second is bigger, “l was in prison, you
serve me not.” But now, when (sic) you knew that ioyprisonment is for the sake of the word
of Lord but not by theft, by plunder or by falsetmass. But we as the Scripture says, “Our hope
is life of the dead. We were condemned for thisoeaby people while hoping to get salvation of

soul.”

[413] Then the next morning, thogk 106r") monks brought long logs and cut them by the
number of saints without remembering observatioBwiday (Sabbath). They tied them in their
necks firmly. Then again the next morning, theyktaad brought them to the king’s court. They
had them stand and asked them about their workkeyf prostrate themselves to the king or if
they revile the name of their teacher. The saiaid, sYes, we don’t prostrate [to the king] as

God commanded us in the law not to prostrate emahnd we don't revile our teacher.”

[414] They [the king’s monK{f. 106rb) said to them [the saints] again, “Your teachemis-a
Mary and slanderer of the Prophets and the Apodtles/, don’t you revile not only to him but
also to all slanderers of the Prophets and the #gs% And don’t you say him unclean.” One
brother whose name Bamra Kpstos said, “Why does your affair goes traverseiat we
know and believe that, if all books of the Propleatd the Apostles defile him, he will be defiled
(became unclean); and if they sanctify him, he bdlsanctified. And what you made us revile
is not like that as Lord says abdfit 106V") this, ‘But that which cometh out of the mouth, this
defileth a man®*? That is revile and false witness. And we don'tildeby our word and we
don’t revile any one as it says, ‘For by thy wotldsu shalt be justified, and by thy words thou

shalt be condemned™®

[415] Then they said to others, “Did you say like thafPiey said, “But we said unclean for
slanderers of the Prophets and the Apostles.” Figrreason, they left them that day as they

3441 Matt 25:43
3442 Matt 15:11; 15:18
3443 Matt 12:37
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found the gate of the affair for deceiving themt fou that brother by harbouring rancour. They
spent the night that day.

[416] Then many began t(f. 106\})) deceive them in many promises of property which
perishes together with vain glory that is transidiftey again said to that brother, “How does
such a (good) deacon and an expert or a scholboaifs then die without uttering a word?”
Those who knew him afflict him much. But he alway$ound without moving (hesitating) from
his firm stand which is in the inner courtyard a&skmows that says, “That he omits few looses

many.”

[417] For this reason, he refrained from all physicatses whom he gathe(§. 107r°)
messengers of deceiver before his eye. He usetytdrerefore, them, “Is it truthful to hear you

but God'’s word truth less. Likewise, | prefer dettlaccepting thanks.”

[418] Then five days after they had brought them and Heslythem stand again before the king
which is dusk on Friday. A message came from thie gathe king’s tabernacle while running
quickly said to the saints, “Why didn’t you pros&ayourselves to the glory of our kingdom?
And (f. 107/°) now, say, ‘Unclean’ to all anti-Mary and slandecdrthe Prophets and the

Apostles be it to your teacher or to others.” Thglsaid threatening.

[419] They caught them each tosay this until they r@achat brother. When they said like this
to him that brother said to them, “Didn’t | saidfdse? And now | said | do not prostrate myself
to the king as the law of God didn’t order [us].dAregarding revile, | said if the Scriptures
defile him, he was defiled. But regarding my teachs (sic) | knew his holiness. And one nun
said, ‘I said also like him.”

[420] (f. 107V) Then they separated to [these] two and beat theémanstick many times till

they fell on to the ground. They fainted; they gpt@e night there until morning. In the morning,
they had them stand again at 3 o’clock and saithem, “What did you say then? Don’t you
prostrate and revile now?” That brother said, “Ye#idn’t prostrate or revile.”
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[421] Then the king commanded [his soldiets]give him to lions. And the executioners took
that brother and threw him to the ground and taseabkemahis cloth, and left him before the
lions. The crowning of his hope became t(fath?\P) hour by the mouth of the lion on the
25" of Yakkatit. And that nun whose name isqiidebsana Masyam when that brother heard

her saying, “Yes, | didn’t prostrate or revile ngather like him.” He held her hand and said to
her, “Don’t be afraid my sister since God is with"uShe, therefore, became firm [in her stand]
and took courage with him for death. Likewise, thayk off her cloth and threw her to lions and

she completed her martyrdom by that day. The betiedi of May their prayer and their
bloodshed be with us and keep(fis108r%) forever and ever. Amen.

[422] Then the next morning which is Sunday, when he kihg] need to send his soldiers as
he thought a fight with those pagans who are cdllelda and made a decree so as all the troops

shall be counted in their each people (tribe) &ed each governors.

[423] Secondly, he said to the monks, “But today, youatsdielp us in war about those (sic) our
enemies.” They counted them and they became gréaier1000 in number. He sent them in
such a way without thinking his mistake, the exicuhe did upor(f. 108/°) these 2 poor

saints where there is not found anything in thengit®@ death sentence. Having arrived, those
troops couldn’t stand before their enemies. Theyed their back and ran; and they chase them

by shield, and by spear and assembly of troops.

[424] They shook them off like a locust till one couldnbunt them. And many from the big

governors and princes and their commander in dfi¢ie troops whose name is YazZdagaz,

they all were destroyed like a spilt water. And fesich were left for the news of that war

became [people] who say, “God fought us. They wei#n108V’) those pagans.”

[425] Likewise, a big storm a strong wind (whirlwindpab with a tight fire was sent to the
king's court and descended upon his [the king'betaacle in the evening and he (the king?)

went silently (secretly).
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[426] Then he [the king] announced a decree so thatuidcaot a request (sic) for his enemy
and not to say him (laugh at him), “Aha, bravo!”ialh he knows his manner. He said in his
deceit, “Now, see! What happens in our time. Ligbines from the heaven (sky). Now there is
no fire in his home and take from this fire asdtre down for benediction from tife 108\P)

heaven (sky).” When this people heard this fromhbeald, they extinguished the fire in their
homes and took that. They took for each nation amynregions until it reached a journey of a

week.

[427] But many other scholars used to think and sayis‘ifideed becomes for the benediction.
We don’'t know. God knows if it is for maledictiomhen how?” But they aren’t courageous to
discuss openly their response as they were blindshe understanding of the manner. They
couldn't (f. 109r%) speak with the Holy Spirit that the punishmentsGafd come from the

heaven upon the sons of the rebels and sinners diterted the righteousness by their

oppression.

[428] Therefore, there came evil upon them great plaamé severe famine which was
commanded much from God in all [places] which exdethat fire the infliction of God follows
and destroy; as it destroyed nations (cities?)affi fire of jealousy of Lord which follows by
the tails of(f. 109r°) foxes which were sent by the hands of son of Memathe Jew. With all
this, the king didn’t return [from his evil act? &is heart hardens. But the hand of God is great

again.

[429] Then again in that time while 2 brethren were gdim their duty, they caught them in a

street the men of that region as they had knowntheaking announced a decree saying, “Each
who finds them [followers ofistifanos] catches them. But their properties will [geven] for

him. And let them bring to us.” For this reason,entthey found them in the street they caught

and took all their properties that thify 109V) carry.

[430] But they gave them [the saints] to the monks [efking] and these monks brought them
to the king. And they told the king. He commandetiad them stand naked. When the king saw

the leanness of their body looks like a roastel lfis said, “What do they look like?” He said to
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them, “Now, be ashamed!” That brother said, “Wherttshould | be ashamed? Is there with us
what you don’t have?” Then the king said to thentsain oral message, “Don’t you prostrate
[your selves] to the king and do not you revile ytaacher?” The saints replied, “Yes, we don’t
prostrate(f. 109\}’) and we do not revile.” The messenger brought thie daint’s) message.
The king again said, “What is your faith?” The kengeplied, “Our faith is belief in God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit which is 3ssence and one in Godhead.”

[431] The king said again, “But, is that not your teachkakardzun now?” One brother whose
name isPetros said, “Yes, he is our teacher.” He said &th“Where is he?” That brother said,
“He lives where(f. 110r%) God lets him live. What do you need [to do] thefiPie messenger

said, “But you do tell what the king asks you.” Theother said, “Let alone about what you ask
me, | do not tell you even if you crucify me upsatavn.”

[432] Then the king was angry a big rage and commartdedpldiers] to crucify him on a tree
upside down. They crucified him upon a tree baned ghey flogged him with a sticks until he

shed blood by his nose while he patiently boreegbes which happened upon him. He spent the
day(f. 110r°) crucified.

[433] Having completed his wrath, the king commandedratgagive him to lions. The second

whose name is Mgkntd Masyam. The crowning of their martyrdom became byrimith of
the lions on thé..." of the month'..." in the peace of God. May their prayer and theiotshed

be with us forever and ever. Amen.

[434] Then by that time while 2 brethren were goingheirt brethren’s association, guards of
the governors of dgray caught them in a street and brought themrto When he saw them he
said [to them](f. 110\13) eagerly, “Don’t you prostrate [yourselves] to thads or how then?”
And the saints replied, “Yes, we don't prostratélien he became furious upon them and he
commanded to flogged them by a whipping stringadcThey tore their clothskemaand let
them lay down on the ground and flogged them witlimmpassion until their blood shed to the
ground. When the governor saw (understood) thaadies what he need, he said, “Leave them.”

They spent the night that day and the following.day
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[435] Then after three days he said again so that tg lome of them [the saints] whose name is
Takla (f. 110\}’) Hawaryat. The governor said to him, “What do you?sBpn’t you prostrate

to the king also today?” That brother said, “Yedph'’t prostrate. | prefer death and leave from
my holiness.” There are many monks with the govemtaoo despised the righteous order of his

teaching to the blessétdtifanos.

[436] They said to the governor, “Command to flog hirAs he couldn’t give the affair, the
governor commanded to flog him. They threw himhe ground and flogged him on his wound
until the skin of his chest w4$. 111r%) scraped. It reached his back; and the bones oftisis
were seen. He didn’t return and entered back bgetla as he started to do the farm of great
king as he himself said, “Who will hold the handfiea plough and plough back for whom he
follows. The kingdom of God is correct.” When thgsvernor saw the firm of his heart is

inflexible he was admired and astonished.

[437] Then he left him when he was near death. Theyhift at the hut of their tabernacle

(camp) at a canal which is the way of rain and et as the time §. 111r°) summer. And

the region is region of frost. No one will give hfood and water. Rather, they bring before him
[food and water] and said to him, “Revile your teacso that we can give you this.” But he
didn’t reply anything. They again said to him, “eila man who has goodness, is that not better
for you to drink little juice of barley?” He reptiethem, “If you give me this, yes | [like to]
drink.” Then while mocking at him they brought hamjuice of the ash in a dish. Having seen

[this] he said, “Is that correct doing like thisfae be to Godf. 111V) God is with me.”

[438] After that in the next morning that governor stagdwith all his troops. He went to other
and the believers came and found where they laft. Bind they took him carrying to his

brethren saints. Then on the.” of "..." he completed his martyrdom there on th& a2Hamle

in the peace of God. The brethren buried him. Arad skin of the chest of his friend brought it
and buried it with him. May his prayer and the lmbaion of his affliction be with us and keeps

us forever. Amen.
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[439] And (f. 111\P) that second brother, having entered to the monasfehe association of

his brethren, completed his martyrdom on th8 dPNzhase in the peace of God. His prayer and

his intercession be with us forever and ever. Amen.

[440] Then in that time it became difficult situation ihe region to the association of the
brethren fnhahbara ahaw) in all necessary things that is given to the warksaints food and

cloth be it in the region (province/ town) or imearket as he made harsh condition upon them by
the advices of Satan the enemy of the good. Howeéwvehe land of salt where it is in ti{&

1127 east direction of dgray region, many people go to it who are poweféuld] with

weapons, shield and spear and many troops andmense

[441] Likewise, there came [people] to it from the rigitection] of the region who are called
Balaw, W&aza who are enemy of the people. And secondly, ttereft [direction] [people]
who are called Agd, Wuda [Sutha?], and Ddayta the people of Dankal. They made fightin
with Christians and also one another. One who tefis&ke from that salt and went home. But
that one that was defeated was destrc(ffed.12rb) in that place and could get [a place] where
to escape. That province was a torrid provinceamthy. One doesn’t go bare foot. Its water is
bitter and it can’t be for drink. There is no shaud at all. There is not a tree, a stone orasgr
except that the devils who let you show openlyhi@ guise of colour of horses, and camels and

like many troops who vanishes like shadow.

[442] The association of the brethren said, “What doésmppened then from now onwards?
How do we go to a place (region) or a market asrSatade difficult situation upon us? Our
food is (f. 112V%) no more than a vegetable and salt. And this saibisaccessible like what

one thinks. When we see that many people who dbangt hope of righteousness go to that land

of salt and went back home.”

[443] How about we whom we have hope of righteousness® Iflie, whom we believe in
Him, will get salvation of soul. Why don’t we goette? If we die, we are for God, and if we live,

we are for God also. One will not die for himsetidaone will live for himself. Many accepted
this advice; and théf. 112\}3) abbot also was pleased by this [advice].
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[444] Then they chose from powerful of the brethren amatle 4 parts without the old and
young. They drew a lot to know who precedes and fellows. The first part went and came
back in peace. Likewise, the second, the thirdtaedourth part all came back in peace as the

help of God follows them from the burning sun wétltloud and from severe thirst of water He
discloses them a spring in a sand river (sic) whigts not(f. 113r") given for others. And

other miracles of helps of God that could not hd gaink and pen but they know themselves

happen upon them as He says, “No one knows exedpiah he takes.”

[445] They did like that [travelling] a journey of mangysb until it is enough for their need and

until they offer from it alms who do not have this.

[446] Then after many years when they start that jourSeyan again made difficult situation

upon them not to g¢f. 113|b) that way. The men of that region (province) usedrtdush in

the street tocatch them. When the saints knewtheat wait for them there in the street, they
went through the valley, and their number was T#ylbegan to admonish one another and said,
“This day is not like the other all days. We ddkriow; God may pay our martyrdom of death by
the hands of these heathens. And now, o! bretheefiria (courageous) and do not hesitate as
nothing is better for a monk than hope of death emdifixion. It is better for us t¢f. 113V

die by the words of our father.” When they set fsam their association in the ddy..” at 3
o’clock during day while admonishing this and subings, they arrived at that land of salt

which is called Ragad. At that time, they saw mespear before while running to them.

[447] One brother whose name is Iglisaid to them, “Here they are! These men of hlood
Don’'t be afraid our brethren. Make yourselves reddgw, God will help us."When they say
this to each other, they prostrate dfid 113\) pray [to God]. They encompassed them like
bees before they finished their prayer and askeahtfWhere are you from?” The saints replied,
“We are the poor of God, Daqidgstifanos / followerdstifanos /.” Those heathens said to them,
“Then believe in Muamad Ré&bi.” The saints replied, “We believe in 3eSurist, not by your
prophet.”
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[448] Then they seized them violently each (sic) to haysaints] for each. They pierced them
and took their clothes. They separated theiff.il 14r") 4 and pierced them quickly by spears.

They left them and went.

[449] Then from those brethren whom their souls were gwte said each other, “If it is
possible, it is better to struggle to bring thisvseor report of our death to the brethren.” Two
from them stood on the day.." and arrived while in an incredible exhaustion andny
tribulations; and they told what all happened ® lthethren.

[450] But the rest left fallen and the crowning [of theiartyrdom] becaméf. 114|b) on &"
for Asba and 15 of Yékkatit in &oz. May their prayer and the holy benediction of their

affliction and their bloodshed be with us and keep$orever and ever. Amen.

[451] But those pagans who are calledb#ro who are the people of Déyta, when they
passed from there found them there men of spearamdérom the people dfazo. They stood
upon them and killed them. No one saved excepivamieo report (narrate) théf. 114V) God

recompensed them. And that land of salt which tbedof the saints spilt became a land and

water after some time.

[452] Others who are in the outskirts (regions) heaisl dmd there became terror upon them.
They didn’t then kill the saints. The brethren usedjo and return well as the goodness of Lord

helps them all the time.
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84 [453] (f. 115F) In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Bpigit one God. This

part which will first be read on 25 Maskaram frommatt of the contending of our fathers
Géarzenawiyan saintsvho are the children of light, pearls of revereiliceninated candle sticks

of the church. [They are] wise at deed like thaMiikbob, and patient iff. 115r°) sufferings

like Job. [They are] chosen and laborious ones wehnst is sweet and the crowning of their
martyrdom is astonishing. [They are] plentiful ieedls and defeaters of enemies in practice. Let
May their prayers, blessings, their bloodshed, drajheir weeping and sweat of their faces keep

us and be with us forever and ever. Amen.

[454] (f. 115V) It is proper (necessary) for us to follow [the @mding story] from its start as
were told by those who preceded us in its contetigplaunderstanding and they were the ones
who served the word of His power that is the Lofrdlory. Likewise, let’'s openly tell and really
narrate from the beauties of the martyrs’ conteg@ind patience’s as they got grace over grace
until they defeated this world which vanishes idesrto get eternal world. Let us then tell this
because it is useful for us and for those who ealhe after us so that it will be a guide for them
towards(f. 115\) a way of life where by their ship they reach thetpehere those of their
fathers had reached. They also endured in devbémng become patient to the sufferings of
this world. As the Apostle says, “Do not admireemptation which will face you [in the future]
when they tempt you. However, something that youndbexpect will come across you tojoin
Christ in His tribulations and tobecome pleasedmHe appears in his glory** If there were

who offend you, you would be blessed.

[455] Therefore, we are in need ¢f. 1161°) writing and exactly telling as it happened on
them [the martyrs] from time to time, as the sgimtlartyrs accomplished their martyrdom and
completed their testimonies, as the king, thablibSar condemned them without stopping their
tribulations ended in killings during the whole &rof his reign since the time when he suffered
their father with scourge flogging and stick begtend with all [other] sufferings. The Jews

brought against Christ false witnesses who saide “Méard him blaspheme on our law.”

3444 1pet 1:137
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Likewise, these(f. 1161°) monks became false witnesses while saying, “We chéem
blaspheme on our law*° Likewise, these monks became false witnesses vsajéng, “He
celebrates the Sabbath but he disrespects Suntlagy’really became false witnesses on whom

Satan multiplied their floggings. They also spokecinmore.

[456] The king, therefore, punished them, having knoweirtlie and he agreed with them.
They showed similar stance with the king's all apins. Knowing his opinions, they spoke in
order to make him happy. [This happened] againabee of their jealousff. 116V/) about the
king’s saying, “Prostrate yourselves to me, withoatking it known to others, because there is
no Scripture which says, ‘Prostrate to me.” Andr¢his no one from among all creatures who

says, ‘Prostration is mine,” except God, our Laravho belong praise and glory.”

[457] He did not, thus, disclose [his thought] as thatetisaying, “Prostrate to me.” But he
tortured them in a hidden verbatim, even thoughvae unable to kill them for the fact that the
time has not yet come because of the forthcomimifiad of cross-sufferings that will face the

martyrs.

[458] From that time on; however, the kings did not stoguring (f. 116\) the saint's
[dstifanos’s] followers. There was one whom he was glued with a scourge flogging until his
body is dismantled, and being heavily executed¢cdrapleted his martyrdom. There was one
whom he suffered in hunger and thirst, being lockead prison, by disregarding the word of
gospel that was preached for all Christians. Thesfps, our fathers said, “If a person is being
shut in a prison along with hunger, thirst, flogggnand afflictions, he will not deny Christ's

name.

[459] Hence, let them not put their hands upon him aémels of Lordf. 117r%) enthroned

him. There were [some] whom he suffered them withréfic fire, by fastening to ropes while

they neither let them throw to the centre of tlre fior they bring them out of the centre of the

3445 Repetition
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fire. By this [kind of] suffering, our father, Ba@tbmewos [who is] a teacher of chastity,

completed his martyrdom by that punishment of fire.

[460] There were also [some] whom he let them die theaging taken to a land of plague,

while they were being chained. And they accomptistieeir martyrdom there, while those who
were watching them were persecuting them. Theree vedéso a number of them whom he
suffered them withouff. 117rb) disclosing [his doing] before the public lest treay to him,

“Why did he persecute the Christian without sin ardle they were exercising the law of God?
And while the king saying, ‘I am Christian’.” Soe ldid not disclose [this] but he punished them
in much deceitfulness and killed them. He sperdrg ltime doing [such a bad thing] like this.

This seemed to him that he does not reach to it.

[461] Then after some time, accusers came to him witht aflcharges while adding sin over

sin. Then he was provoked (i 117V his thought to openly punish them in death sentence
before all the people. And he wanted to destroy themorials from earth and not to leave one
from within all the suburb of his dominion as hédsdwho will be able to save them from my
hand?” It seems to him that all the land is ondvis. Thus, he did not remember what [David]
said, “The earth is the Lord’s and the fulnessdbgrthe word, and they that dwell therein. For

he hath founded it upon the seas, and establishgbn the floods*®

[462] And our Lord also said, “But when théfy 117\P) persecute you in this city, flee ye into
another: for verily | say unto you, Ye shall novaayone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of
man be come**’ He said again, “I am with you always, even unte émd of the world>

But that [king] did not remember this and it seem&im that his entire kingdom’s glory and all
his power will not pass away. [This is] becausesaw that all [the people] are more inclined to

his word of mouth than serving the only God.

3446 pg 24:1-2
3447 Matt 10:23

3448 Matt 28:20
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[463] Therefore, they [the people] were not able to withd and tell rightly excef. 118r%)
these saints [who are] sons of mafigtifanos, and whom they were established on a rigtk r
as the prophet said, “Mercy and truth are met twget**® Mercy is meant Christ, our Lord,
merciful far from anger plenteous in compassion aghteous. Truth is meant those teachers
who kept truth as he said, “Righteousness and jedgrare the habitation of his throrfé>
Hence, those teachers of law are God’s throne secHe said, “The righteous shall inherit the
earth.?*** As He said to the Apostles, our fathers, thsel 18°) are the law’s teachers who
are greater than all the power of nature. “Ye alsall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the 12

I 3452

tribes of Israe [He said this to show] that they may reign withrHiorever because they

equally treated human beings [in their preaching].

[464] But here [in this case] they did not withstand ¢ove the only God more than the king
[except the king, i.e. Z&r'a Yagob], except the only backbiting which they put tbe king

saying, “It was not fair the way that these samnts suffered by the king.” There was no one,

however, who openl{f. 118V*) answered that.

[465] Then he sent a governor to the region e§raly having appointed him and whose name
was Zar'aSannay. He also gave him his daughter so that steneto him a wife. He sent them
to control [all] lands under his domains. Then heaunced a herald saying, “It is | who came
and there is no one who knows from all the regibiagray. If anyone from the followers of
dstifanos entered into the country, let him bring fiotb me and do not leave anyway. And if
there is anyonéf. 118\;’) in the country and if one doesn’t bring forth to,r& his country be
plundered and searched carefully (pillaged) as Halme said being astonished upon all the

lands of a country.” Like him, this governor becapeenpous over all the lands of his domain.

349ps 85:10
3450pg 97:2
3451 Matt 5:5
3452 Matt 19:28
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[466] And the king also sent his soldiers who were logkior the saints in all their
monasteries. They became irritated. So appointette dand feared and shocked before the face
of that governor and that daughter of the king. Amelland’s appointees and the country’s men
(f. 119%) brought forth without leaving any of them away wieettheir property, whether a

baby, whether an elder till they carried their sigkh beds and no one whom they saved from
those they saw except a few men whom God hid frorareg monks and nuns who became for
remembrance. When He wanted to multiply them agique but they were a few [in number].

[467] Then after, they all gathered and took thfm119r°) to the governor, having fettered
them with ropes and hastening them. And they tdeknt here and there where that governor
travelled in an astonishing manner. A good deedatneclost because of sufferings of those
saints, lootings of their properties and all tteflictions for the fact that God’s covenants
were taken away by them carried to wilderness witldue. Therefore, God’s anger prevailed on
earth, because God scourged the earth with an &gyplague that i€f. 119V?) locust which

did not leave their fruits and any green grasééirtiand.

[468] So, earth wept due to God’s anger that happeneaidotifat governor and that daughter of
king because they became pompous over the peo@edafAnd they did not do any good deeds
to them till the bloods of all saints were spilt their hands. They were also hastening them

while they were taking them away from place to pland from people to another people.

[469] (f. 119V) Then, after having gathered all that they founeyttook them away to the
king. And the king, having heard that they broutji@m, he disclosed [his hidden deeds] at that
time saying, “Take them back there and kill thenfioke the public if they did not prostrate
themselves to the glory of my kingdom and obedidncey word. Let all persons see and fear
because of them.” At that time, he clearly disctbseath sentence upon the saints as he had
been in many deceits while killin(f. 120r°) them as | said before. Today he, [however,]

disclosed his order for letting them die beforeghblic gathering from countries and lands.

[470] Then, they took them [the saints] back [to a plasbgre the king commanded and

brought them where the governor lived. And he bec&rified on them and it seemed to him
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that they would fear because of his grace. He digdhowever, know that he was nothing beside
them because they followed their Father for abduttheat faced them until they become
establishedf. 120r°) as | said before. But that governor sat on a poadilong with a number

of soldiers whom he convened them to him and al thecame astonished together, being there

one who stands and one who sits.

[471] They did not see their multitudes in the face eirtieyes because they followed the word

of prophet which says, “Fear ye not the reproachmeft***and neither be their terror.” He also
said, “And fear not them which kill the body, bueanot able to kill the souf*** They held up
their souls by a grieving struggle having been pped with a weapon 4§. 120V) it was said

by the prophet, “Whereon there hang a thousandlésslall shields of mighty merf*®° And by
this, they became valiant and did not retreat ffthrase] who killed their bodies. They became
disturbed, saying such and such. There were onestiéd to deceive them by crafty manner,
saying, “Prostrate yourselves to the king and eeydur teacher.” There was one who frightened

with anger.

[472] About those who say, “Revile your teacher,” he gat] informed them about this case

by a word of prophecy, sayinff, 120vb)“When they did not find [a reason],” by which they
came against you and said to you in order thaevder me, at other time, be careful and know
that | did not teach you any other thing exceptdahly law of God, that is from the Old and New
Testaments, which are [of the] Prophets and ApssHience, let them not deceive you because
they did not know me whom they revile but themsglalid not have any one whom | brought

except them. I, however, dressed them and becaoregysipon them.

[473] There was not what | was taught gd1r°) what | taught except them. You heard my
lesson that | taught you, by bringing the Book @wLas a witness, as God established the

firmament and founded the earth and as He putedigits of the sun, the moon and the stars

34%31sa 51:7
3454 Matt 10:28

34%550ng 4:4
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according to the way months, centuries, years, wéeibilees) and days toshine on earth. And
He made into it [earth] blessings of happinesshm way by which the son of man whom He
created is livingf. 1211°). Then after six days, He created Adam and clayedbly his image

and likeness and put on him a spirit of life. Anda#n became alive before him.

[474] Regarding the Sabbath day, [it is known] as Goddald and sanctified it and as He rested

upon it from all his labour. They were not ablestmke them down since they were established
on the spirit and they became God’s buildings wiiichnot fall as that of their father.

[475] And that governor said at that time, “Separate ét{#s 121V’) nuns who are elders.”

[One from them] is Tabha L&syon who met the saint before all women. From timaetthe
God’'s spirit made her strong and she led them andght them to him these who started

tobecome his herds. She preceded [others] in gditassing and instruction from him.

[476] One day when she saw him in the city of her brote#ng imprisoned she said to him,

“Why are you fettered and imprisoned here? Why do got go to the king being. 121\}’)

imprisoned? | will defend you and live here.” Aathtime, he blessed her saying, “Let God’s
spirit defends you.” And he instructed her as thepgBure says, “Let not a priest give a wage for
his soul to me.” And he tied his head by a chaifoteeher as she saw what the killers do, when

they go for a battle.” Thus, he said to her, “Aftiis | will not go back and will not make you

ashamed. But you will hear my testimony and you aflo be devoteff. 122r%) to God.

[477] And she became glad that she went to him and aatainis blessing. He knew that she
came to him [herself] but [she came to him] becausehusband told her saying, “Today we
heard that a monk was saying to the monks, ‘Lelbgenorld and all that within it as you spoke
with your words before the altar of God'.” Havingdrd this we said, “By this time, is there
anyone from among the monks, who says like this does likewise (accordingly)?” And she
said to him, “How is the ma(f. 122lb)?” And he said to her, “He himself is young for ameo
looks at him but nothing is greater than his worthérefore, she went to him and obtained this

all.
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[478] From that time onwards, she did not give up keepireglaw since that time until she

went out to nunnery and till she reached this gat@artyrdom. So that governor said about her,
“Separate those who are elder because she wa®psgvhis mother-in-law before he took the
king’s daughter to him.

[479] And the one is Améatad ul who went(f. 122V?) again to the sainfgtifanos] while he
was imprisoned in the monastery whose name is Disllardso which was located in the east
direction. And when they brought him down from thabnastery, she reached him and chatted
with him in peace looking for its importance. Thensaid to her, “Live in the rule of purity until
you go away from this world, because he knew heught that she does not want this world.”

Again he said to her, “Close to you are those wieoewvisited by the Holy Spirit and wi(#.

122\})) came to me here and chat with them and live byotleecovenant.” He gave them one
priest who will care for them, whose name is Zakas. “He will bring you forth where my

daughters are or God bring them here.”

[480] Then he accompanied her and gave her a blessieglSh kept the saint’s order until she

went out to embrace monasticism and reached tortbmsasticism and to this path of martyrdom.

[481] And that governor said, “Separafe 123r%) her and the bride whom they call her
Amrays and the onedlort Marsyam daughter of Tabha L&oyon, whom we previously named
her'...Tand who lived in the rule of monasticism in a gaodl quiet manner. Her strive is good
till teachers became witness that she is excellBmese four were those whom they separated
from among nuns. Shélifnrays] was separated because of her mother-invdng, previously
was there. And she Bort Maroyam] was also [separated] because of her mothesakdk“Let
them bring these [nuns] to the king and be condenthere. Again he caré. 1231°) to the
saints and said, “Separate them. And if there aests and scholars of Scriptures (books), let
them bring to him [the king], because he [the kiwghts to learn and dialogue [with them] as he

always does like this. (Stop here!)

[482] Then they started to separate the priests and aondsthey did not leave anyone not

separated. Then they stood against them with aageérflogged them until they fell on the
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ground. And they grouped them by their professiand they did not leave from among the

priests except the one whom they hidden left behitelwas also from that of a new pldft

123V). Therefore, the king’s messengers did not know hitd he is the only one [priest]
whom they left behind.

[483] But those who reached the king were: one, prieshy2nos that is the the organizer of
the assembly’s issue, a teacher, an admonishereples in deed and good in memorial; two,
priest Sm‘on who was being sent before the public, keepiegdicisions and carrying for the
orders and telling story of the forerunners andnmiing of the latter. His heart is like a book and
any person is available beside him. One is deaand¢l from among th&alvnatd dabtara
commentary scholar, and attentive [person] whosekimaod(f. 123\;’) Is popular. These were
separated to come to the king and dialogue thdrey Thade them stand by one side and the
assembly by the other side so that they see ed@r. dind they added the nuns to them [the

monks] and they had them stand there.

[484] At that time, one brotherly deacon was sent to untry. While he was there, he heard
that they brought the holy martyrs, without leav[agyone] in the monastery or in the country
except a few whom | mentioned [before]. They brdutlem by hastening likéf. 124r%) that

of a cow to be slaughtered. And when he saw thersaiek “Is today the completion of our

martyrdom if (sic) [as] there is no one who is iefthe country.”

[485] So, he entered the country and told his mother whs in the world. She used to often
serve the saints. He said to her, “Behold! Marbfrthe country were crossing over (going) and |
will not be left behind.” She replied to him, “I lvalso come and die with them.” He responded
to her, “Are you able to be a martyr?” And she daidhim, “Yes, God may help me. But who
will help these children?” And he replied to hefhe one whom GoﬂlZ4H°) sent will bring
them out [from this trouble]. But be courageoudiem both of them ran and arrived at the saints
and [he] told [them] that she came. And they adkeder according to their order (norm) and
they told her that they would go to die. When skeame brave, they blessed her and gave
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vestment of nunnery. She also stood at the gateaofyrdom and the other one (woman) who

was there and arrived at that time and tookskemaand stood there.

[486] Then the governor and those with him said, “Do gotiobey to the king in a [manner of]
prostrating and do you not revile your teacher?Wieeer, the saints replied, “We will not revile
our teacher because he(fs 124V') blessed and we will not also prostrate ourselveheding
without a law. Therefore, they took them away tover in a direction of many stones and
gathered women whom they compelled from countses dew compelledbB‘on while coming
back from a wilderness and had him carry Christisss.®**° Likewise, they suddenly seized

those women and had them carry stones and gatfieesd] before the saints.

[487] And the governor and all his forces and with hinthfs] messengers rose and they
encompassed the saints and made them stand amengahks and nuns who stood there
together. Theyf. 124VP) knew that they will accomplish their martyrdom faattime and there

was no one who trembled with terror but they enagearone another. And the messenger replied
and said, “Give us a priest to speak [on behajfoai].”

[488] And our brother, Alwham rose being equipped with a word of power ai $Rid it not
suffice what you seized? But if you don’t have akvio speak, | will speak.” They said to him,
“Are you a spokesman?” And he replied, “God willghene.” They snatched him at that time
and made him stand before the saints. And theyedttwm and he fell on to the ground so that
others may fear looking at him. That priékt 125r°) replied saying, “Listen o! my brethren
from the word of the Gospel which says, “And frahe days of John the Baptist until now the
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vibkake it by force3**” And those of you
who are suffered on earth the kingdom of Lord isyfou. While saying this they snatched him
with anger and stoned his head and he fell on thengl.

34%6 Matt 27:32 [This statement is not a direct quote]

3457 Matt 11:12
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[489] Then all were shouting by a word of power as atéigishouts in the battle field. They

became united one another not to leave thEni25r°) from being seized. And they [saints]
entered into martyrdom and that deacon whom | raeat [before] held his mother with his
hands and said to her, “Be courageous and do isitatee” And he ran into the martyrdom and
they stoned them till his soul departs, he didIeratve to hold her not to take her by holding.
They also stoned her and she fell on the grounkd th#gm. There was no one left behind without

entering into the martyrdom. They stoned them.

[490] And that nun, Tabkha L&oyon made a great ecstasy and said, “Today is aingdihy
for the martyrs and it is also the day of the crimgrof their martyrdom. It's agaiff. 125V)

the day of their rejoicing.” She, thus, is rejogiwith each and every word and she is shouting
and saying, “Be clever. Since today | also gavesoy to God that | would not take [any] food
and water that they left.” These troops were admirher. They stoned the saints and they
covered them with stones. And while the troops weating the saints, there were some who
fled and hid stones not to beat them. And that gawesaid, “Take out thorns from my hand
because a thistle pierced me while | was raisistpae.” What he said was not to pile a stone

upon them. One of the messengers knew and saitnto‘'When did a thorn prick you? While
you were tilling or while you are digging?” But ya@ay this, noff. 125\) to throw a stone.

And that governor feared as he did not have faithwaas not able to respond a word and could

not lag any from a day.

[491] He, therefore, feared because of that messengerd and he threw a stone on them.
Then all the troops threw [stones on them] and m® left and the women also were piling and
the men were throwing till the martyrs completdte[t martyrdom]. Then the governor and his
troops departed from there. But there were somewdre left behind, being hidden, and came
to a stone throwing place and found [those] whorditicompleted [their martyrdom] because a
piled stone did not touch them. They séfd 126r%) one another, “Let us bring them out
toobtain a blessing.” At that time they broughtea fout their soul did not come out. They did
not, however, know what they were talking to themd did not hear for the fact that they were

baptized with their blood and their heart was hete over them.
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[492] Others, however, completed [their martyrdom] at timae. They also kept these and God
brought them all from their hands. There were [he&vho completed [their martyrdom] by
other testimony without being boasted of a blesgedbat of an astonishing monastery that the
Holy Spirit showed. There were [some] who compldtldir martyrdom] by a blade of a spear.
Again they werdf. 1261”) [some]who waited for being useful for souls. They alsmpteted
[their martyrdom] with that combat of monastery andltiplied a double testimony. And it was
on the 28 day of the months of Yakkatit when those [saimtsp completed the crowning of
their martyrdom. Then they took away these monkbkparests to the king. (Stop here!)

[493] But that nun did as she said and completed [hetynamm] on the street. And for one
[nun] happened great power because of her and wtsmon another page. And they brought
the rest [saints] to the king's court. For thoseowiteceded [them] they separated them to be
stoned in other region; and the kingfs 126\?) messengers took them to a place where they
are commanded to flog them. There were others wére \dded. [These were] 2 priests and 3
from among the brethren. So these messengers bsingished said, “How was fear of death
forgotten from the mentality of these [saints]! they did not know the authority of victory that
they took on their flesh not to fear death but tingre eager as a [woman] who was near to
deliver.” Likewise, these [saints] were eager tactea place of rest where there is left for them

that God prepared for [those] whom they loved Hi&top here!)

[494] Therefore, they become eager to come to him agrthghet said, “When shall | come and
appear(f. 126\P) before God?*%® And they brought them to a place where they wisioeklll

them. They always admire sacrifice of May theiryeraand beauty of their patience without
condemning their sickness as Paul said, “Do notdeom your sickness.” And they said before
we kill them, they suffered their flesh praisingdathanting day and night studiously. They did
not have any rest because they understood thatlifieeivhich is on earth was near to die. They

have othe(f. 127r%) life by which they live and reign with Christ foren

3458 pg 42:2

521



[495] Henceforth, those messengers have announced al rerathat all governors of that
country and men of the country and also monks wkaraall monasteries of there will gather
towards them. All the monks and the people were ghlthered. There was one who became
pleased and there was one who was sad. They caamesttpem, having astonished as previous
and they orally responded to them saying, “Prostfgburselves] to the king and revile your
teacher.” Then they [the saints] replied ordlly 127rb) to them saying, “We do not prostrate
[ourselves] to the king fearing death as thereadglaw] which says, ‘Prostrate to the king'.
Prostration, however, is only to God. Yet prayed &tessings are proper to a king. However,
that you said, ‘Revile your teacher,” we do notileeyhim] but we praises him as he is a saint

who was sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”

[496] When they knew the accomplishment of their isshes¢ messengers commanded to

stone them. They, therefore, stoned them gatherioigks and all peopléf. 127V) tosee and

say, this is the tomb of those who refused to patsstto the king saying, “We prostrate to our
Lord God because He is our God who created allHifo belongs power and kingdom.” The
crowning of their martyrdom took place on"26f the month Maggabit. Their number was 9.

May their prayer and benedictions keep us in @ies forever and ever. Amen.

[497] There were from the monks who spent the day kilthigm and entered by that time to the
offering of Eucharist to sacrifice twice and thegl dot remembe(f. 127\") what He says, “Do
not kill a soul becauséno murderer hath eternal life abiding in hirfi*>° More importantly,

those who killed the righteous and those who letriphteous kill.”

[498] Then again, after months they brought one monkab female governor. The name of

that monk is TE#imga Madon. He was sick and was not able to go on his feet@ those who
carried him on beds until they brought him thereaifatigue panic. But he was a strong hold

(strength of basement) that is not shaken becaueods, winds(f. 128r%) and rains for the
fact that it has been built on the rock as the @bsays.

34591 John 3:15
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[499] They also made him stand before that king’s daughtbose name is 40 Samra*®
Then they said to him, “Prostrate [yourselves]ie king.” And he replied to them in a word of
peace saying “There is no [law] which says likesthi the Scriptures to let them say to the
monks who went away from the world, ‘Prostratette king who is in due’.” They said to him,
“Prostrate yourself [to him] so that your soul woik saved in this day and it shall not die today;
and revile your teacher.” Then he replied to tHml281"), “If | do not die today, do | not die
in other days?” They, therefore, replied to himgtyou will die on another day; but not to Kill
you today on this time.” Then he responded to th&i,die and live in other world where in |
will not die, |, [therefore], do not revile my tder as he is a saint and | will not prostrate ® th

king without a law.”

[500] When he said this, they stoned him and they wetepatient to make him stay on that

day because heart blindness seized them and tlepadiremember a day of death. They,
therefore, piled stones on him till his tonfh 128V") is known that Christ's martyr was

regarded as violent. Great was it that he facecksihe time they seized him until he completed
[his martyrdom] by making him afflicted with a loathd by mocking at him because there is no
help except God who became his helper and savedrbmmhis all tribulations. So he ended his
martyrdom in a good combat. Let his prayer anddugs, his bloodshed and drops of his

weeping keep us and be with us forever and eveeAm

[501] Then again in another time, they brought 128\") toward that female governor two
nuns whom Satan defeated them and they made tlzemd before her and they asked them in
connection with the Trinity’s faith. And they saidl them, “What is your faith?” The holy nuns
replied [to them] as they were taught from thethéas saying, “Our faith is worshiping God the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; we neither tdd nor subtract from it.” And they admired
them because the Holy Spirit who is on them madmthpeak out. They were excellent in deeds
from the beginning and decorated in humbler(fsd 29r%) whom they beautified their manner

with a good message (sic) [service?].

360 o] Samra
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[502] Henceforth, they obtained a power of overcomingteehill the gathered and the public
till they speak out the essence of God’s greatisedsed they did not fear like that of women
before all the congregations because they weregpgdiwith a word of faith. And there was no
[one] who emboldened them from among the saintsattime but God’s Spirit heartened them
and helped them as the forerunner women such aam@rand her likened martyrs. Likewise,
these [nuns] became really martyrs, while they waraightening(f. 129rb) the faith of the

Trinity without refraining and not fearing men’sditening.

[503] Again they said to them, “Prostrate yourselveshi king.” But they responded, “Our
fathers did not teach us because there is no Bipt the law [to do so]. We prostrate ourselves
to God our Lord as He created us and there is Imexr @reator without Him.” They could not be
able to frighten them as the prophet said, “Whd pardon one who was defeated and who will
be able to save one who defeated?” [So], when leked what to do, they said to them, “Do
you prostrate yourselves to Mary?” The one whohis ¢ldest responded, “Yes we prostrate
ourselves to Marff. 129V") because she is our hope and our strength.” Andevgtie was
saying this, they snatched the youngest and stbeedShe also ran and fell over her. They beat
both of them and they ended their martyrdom theet. May their prayer, blessing and the
beauty of their patience keep us and be with us/gr Amen.

[504] Again that governor brought many afflictions on gholeft in a few number as we
previously said and he regarded the days as nightse was no one who was able to hide them
be it in a country or in a monastery because tiéh éeared due the king's woid. 129\") as

he said, “All whom they saw them, let them kill atatke away their afflictions. Yet, if anyone

who did not do this, let himself die and his prdpevill be pillaged.”

[505] Then, when those our fathers saw this that alletetine word of God but obeyed the

king, they remembered the word of the Gospel thgs,s“But when they persecute you in this

city, flee ye into another?*®* They also said, “If God allows, let Him do accalito His word

3461 Matt 10:23
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and let us stand where he wanted. Yet, if it isl $ar our calling, let His permission be and let

Him do (f. 130r") as He wanted. Let us rise and go and be keptfbackthese countries.”

[506] [Hence,] they rose from there and went and therensasme whom they left there behind
except a few nuns whom God wanted them for the mp@ishment of His work. They
emboldened them by word of admonition tobear ptieail agonies that will face them and not
to hesitate in their tribulations. They said torthéBe strong and do not fear till you see what
God will do and till you know our performance. Thagain gave them peace and went away
from (f. 130r°) them.” And the power of God hid them and saved ttiesm the hands of

tyrants.

[507] They came to the other country and stayed thera fitile while and there by again Satan
raised his problems and the saints were caughttedproperty was pillaged without leaving

anything at all as it was not God will to let théine there. And they rose and went to another
[place] and they came to the place where God watftenh to live there since there were the
called and the tired ones. When God war(fedL30V’) them, He sent His angel and lead our

fathers with no harm of men. He brought them outhtt country. And men of that country

received them as the Scripture [says] “As the Fepyit awaked their hearts.”

[508] And they remembered the word of Gospel [that sdy# that receiveth you receiveth
me, and he that receiveth me receiveth him that men>*°> They gathered an assembly and
said to those saints, “By what means shall we bedas we are outcasts like sheep that have
not a shepherd?” There is no priest who teachéseus/ay of life. However, let us light a lamp
of wisdom and save our souls because we(faré30\}’) plunged into our sins. Their heart was
burnt with the warmth of the Holy Spirit. God algpened their ears and our fathers taught them
the word of life and gave them repentance for theoktion of sin. It was heard that in all
countries that the people of that country receitlesl word of God as they also received our

blessed fathers.

3462 Matt 10:40
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[509] Then accusers rose and went to the king and actiised And the king sent his soldiers.
And they came into battle and killed many and tbagtured men and animaldlen and animals

(f. 131r%) cried out; they set fire on houses and destroyadcbles, and ruined sanctified
properties. They caught the saints and took therthéoking. Those people of that country,

however, did not leave their faith because offabke [problems] as God encouraged them by the

teaching of that our holy father’s word.

[510] Then the earth gained rest a few years becauskediimg of the saints’ blood as the

church previously rested from tempests of tyraﬁtslBlf)) who appeared at the time in

connection with the shedding of the holy Petertobl, the arch bishop. And he prayed to God in
order to let the faithful who believe in Christ trelie to the shedding of their blood. He was,
therefore, called the last martyr since the eaaihayl rest 30 years after he ended his martyrdom

until heretics and apostates appeared in their. time

[511] Likewise, those who lived in the saint's advicetedsa few times for the sake of the

brethren’s blood shedding. They increased and piigiti and(f. 131V") stood in a holy order.

Then they were gathered from all surroundings: frezar and from far by the call of the Holy

Spirit and they lived by making their lives usefulaccordance with pleasing God.

[512] In every time were added those who trusted in #iet's education. While they were
living in this manner in their monastery, at thahd a great violence rose as it previously
happened because a number of accusers who weng tke king a lie stood as Satan put into
(f. 131VP) their mouth totell all lies by so that they had #aints’ kill since they were satisfied

with blood from their very beginning.

[513] The king was also united with them because the i him all the lies saying, “Now

the followers ofdstifanos filled the land with their education.” Anbety told him many other
gossips. Again the king having heard their speedhesvas deceived by their intrigue and he

sent many [soldiers] from among his troops ancci@fs who completed his wishes.
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[514] And (f. 132r%) he commanded them again to destroy or lands wiheresaints were
living such as Dabra Salam and any of a new pldearevthey were found. And he commanded
to fetter their authorities and bring them to himcause they told the king that they were
collaborators with them in all activities.

[515] Hence, he became very angry about them and he codadianany troops to support
them in a battle as he thought in his heart thfi@inamen not to prohibit them from their death.
And obeying from him, they came out like this to ab (f. 132r°) this with a great grace

without reaching there. All lands of their surrourgs were shocked. And the earth was
frightened before their face; and they caught feambling, and terror. When those soldiers of
the king arrived at that land (region) where thesrevcommanded [to go], they began to destroy

all lands and they did a great battle (killing) a&d the holy churches on a fire.

[516] And again they looted vestments of the covenarth@fGod living; and they did a great

shame and suffering in his temple being called SGiaris. And again theff. 132V?) destroyed
bread and Eucharist that they prepared for a sa®@nd there were many others that they did

there even the heathen who feared its being done.

[517] Then they caught the authorities of that region amprisoned them and troops were
added to authorize and destroy those lands. Thegdsthem and empowered all lands that they
wanted to vandalize them. And they took the saimisn De%’a while they were [living] in
monasteries and in caves while fleeing from her&erce (sic) [there?] for the sake of God’s
word as(f. 132VP) they keep His law. And they took them away and ghodhem [to a place]
where governors, monks, troops and their chief gawewho is head of all, and one stranger

Naburédad (lit. hand-appointed) whose name is Tawalda iMadf Dabréa Bizan.

[518] Then he sent secretly to the king one man amongntiieks who tells the king all what

they did and all that happened to them. And aboaitstint’s children [or followers] whom they

seized them torequest for the king all that hapgeAad about the saint’s children [or followers]

whom they seized them torequest about them that wiké (f. 133r%) do on them. Having
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arrived [at the king’s court] he told the king #ils. Having heard the king said, “If they don’t do
what | commanded them, kill them there; but if tldeyall what | commanded, do not kill them.”

[519] Then being empowered from the king that messergermed soon and he reached to
those men who sent him. Then they told them allwoed that the king said. Then having
completed a discussion on how to kill the sairtisytgathered all congregations because they
were many(f. 1331°) soldiers who were commanded from a lot of placesetgathered there.
And they all became ready in their tribe (natiog}teey often do in the battle. There were men of
horses; and there were men of spear and shieldthanel were men of bow and arrow as there
were ten troops in their ethnicity and in their gemAnd their leader [was] that Tawalda
Méadhan and under him [were] other two strangers. Theeafrthe one is Margoryos, a teacher

of Dabra Qoyyga and the name of the second ishaq, [a teacher of] the Dabra Bak since
they were anti-saint§f. 133V?) And all these were gathered in the desefrufalle.

[520] Then they commanded [their troops] to bring thetsaio that court of law with a great
eagerness while they were tied to a trunk. Anevéq] five weeks since they seized them while
they were thin with a hunger, thirst, cold and miless. And they were [going] while
admonishing one another; one with the other saylmgg, us strengthen a faith in a hope as Lord

will do today what we want.”

[521] Then they brought therff. 133VP) to the court; and their number was 15. Then when
these troops saw them, they scoffed at them amdtesahem, “Prostrate yourselves to the king
and revile the name of your teacher.” And one amihiegn whose name is Mi& said, “We
said before and we said also today that we prestoahone except God the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. And we do not revile our teachsrhe is holy and he is performer of the law of

the Prophets and Apostles.”

[522] Then as they saw them that they did (fot134r°) deviate from their firm faith, they

took their clothes off. Then they let that brotidrose name is Misal standtokill him. That
day when they had them stand for martyrdom was sttayr at 3 o’clock during day time. And at
that time he opened his mouth saying, “Let thels@r and the earth listen and let all the God’s
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angels hear that we are dying while we do not lsaveThere was not found on us a sin that was

allowed in the Scriptures not to do it.”

[523] (f. 134r°) “And today, at this moment, you all troops of thedad the near are present

to become witnesses before God that you kill méaut any sin. Beware (know) what word you
would rely to God.” However, that brother was ire theginning a combatant for the sake of
justice. His combating was also like this [he wiagg] in asceticism in the hermitage having
shut his windows not to allow the outside sensdsremm and by denigrating needs of this
world and by depriving of food and drirfk. 134V") until he stayed ninety days. And he heard
the word of an angel which says, “Your fate ofriiis not in this [world] as you have gracious
gift that is greater than this in the world of avfehosen’s inheritance rather than the many
called.” And having heard this from the angel, hentvout from his hermitage, and he lived for

the time being.

[524] Then when the Holy Spirit's call happened to hiheyt seized him and brought him to

this court of law. And when they let him stand foartyrdom, he said to them thi§, 134\P)
“Hear you sky, and listen you earth.” And when laggo them this, they soon pierced him
twice with a spear. Then they beheaded him. Any tiierced those saintly brethren with a spear
and again beheaded some of them but they did me&doesome. Rather, they pierced them many
times. And they accomplished their martyrdom witgomd combat. And the crowning of their
martyrdom was on"8of the month Yakkatit in the peace of God. Mayirtlpeayers and their

benediction keep us forever and ever. Amen.

[525] (f. 135F) Then, after the holy martyrs accomplished theirtyneom, there was heard a
great thunder from the sky and the sun was darkanedthe moon [there was heard a great
thunder from the sky and was darken&df became a blood during the night at that timettil
troops who were there became frightened. And thast¢hren who were left were living

migrating from monasteries to monasteries. Whew tigard that their brethren were killed, they

3463 Repeated in the ms
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went out where they hide themselves. Going at niyely gathered the(f. 135r°) corpses and

buried them.

[526] Then, at that time again when two brethren weregod a place where the brethren in
the monastery sent them, to brethren who werefagjee. When they reached there, they [the
king’s soldiers] caught them in a street while thesre coming back. And they took them and
brought them to the governors while they were girtithrone which is [in] Bllat. They had

them stand before the governor. Then they saithémt “Prostrate themselves to the king and
revile the name of your teacher.” The saints repli®/e do not prostrate ourselves to him and

we do not revile the name of our teacher as helig™h

[527] Then they deceived theff. 135V) much by a promise of property of this world so that
to bring down their thought from a high [eterndt]ito the passing world. And the saints said,
“We will not yet want all this that you said as weliberately left it for the sake of Christ.”
When they refused to return to their wishes (pl#mn they became aggressive upon them with
many threatening. And the governors commandeddtuess to kill them. And the saints said,

“Wait for us a little topray because the time cdy®er has reached.” And they left them to pray.

[528] At that moment the time was 7 o’clock. They prastdf. 135\;’) and prayed, and they
said each other’s individual words of psalm whielyss “Save me, O God, by thy name, and
judge me by thy strengt{®... For strangers have risen up against“ffie. | will freely
sacrifice unto the&*®® | will praise your name o Lord for it is good. ®iyour strength to your
servant, and save the son of your maid. Show m&emtfor good;” they who hate me may see it

and be ashamed; because you Lord helped us, andrtednus.” Then O Lord, help us and let

us take across the sea of the woflehd lead us not [O Lordff. 136r°) into temptation, but
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deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, ahe power, and the glory, for ever. Ameh,”
3467

[529] After they had fiished praying, the troops saidhtem, “Gird your clothes so that your
heart will be bold and not to fear. But the sasd&l, “What do we fear and what do we gird as
we are equipped with the word of God as it was,s&drd thy sword upon thy thigh, O most
mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. And in tinyajesty ride prosperously because of truth
and (f. 136r°) meekness and righteousne¥$® And we also know what [the Bible] says,
“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sqlzerd hope to the end for the grace that is to
be brought unto you at the revelation of JesussEHf® Yet if we had feared, we would have

done your wish.

[530] When he said this to them, four soldiers out ofttheps raised their words and cut off
their tongues, their noses and also their eara Ty took a spear and pierced them. Then they
ended their martyrdom there. The crowning of theartyrdom became on tie." of the month

Maggabit in the peace of our God. Let May theirypratheir blessing and shedding of their

blood be with us anff. 136\/) keep us forever and ever. Amen.

[531] Then men of [that] country came and took away tleeipse and buried them in the

desert. After 7 years, the brethren went againtaokl away their corpse and displaced them to a

place that God chose.

[532] Then, while two saints were turning back [homefrtheir grief and when they reached
the descent of Agab@&sala, a man, who is Satan messenger and whose sa@bsay caught
them held them and took them to tik 136\})) place where 4 governors be in their
governorship [which is calledFandon with their many troops (crowds). And on neéay the

troops made them stand before the governors areblaslem to prostrate to the king and to
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revile the name of their teacher. The saints, h@weresponded and said to them, “We do not
prostrate [ourselves] to anyone except to the Fatbeéhe Son and to the Holy spirit; we do not
also revile our teachers name because he is a $aenn after, they separated them one by one
and brought them with many flattery requests witt a promis€f. 137r"") of the lives of this
world saying, “What is new about prostration? Ddesot pass away in penitence?” But the
saints said, “We, however, cannot hear all theaéyhu are saying but we prefer to die for the
sake of Christ. Do not struggle for anything tisatiseless, yet you thought of us.

[533] They said this to them being eager to obtain tlepectation as a poor person becomes

eager at a table to get i{fs 1371°) morsel. And when those men saw them, they saideim

“Are you then becoming mad?” Yet the saints replido, we do not have any madness.
However, the wonder of Christ’'s cross is madnesshfe wicked.” Then those men said, “Oh!
These men were caught by the spirit of demmoarn(faséd ganerdnd he makes them firm. Bring

water to baptize them.” Then, they brought watef laaptized them.

[534] Again when they saw them, being bold to die, trigydown one brother, whose name is

Taamaga Madbn and they flogged. 137V) him by a chord of scourge, whose number is 60,
being frightening over him and cut off one of h&gs Then, while he was lying down, he turned
back to them and gave them his opposite [ear] laeg ¢ut it off. Again they talked to him to let
him say to them, “Okay!” But he didn’t say, “Okatg their need. Again, they also cut off his
nose. When he was lying down in this type of suffgrhe called on that brother to become
brave to die. But when they cou(ti 137\}’) not make them say okay and when they lost what
to do, they said, “What shall we say then? Behd\# have heard that the king’s book of
message that was sent to us and that says, “Wheyeudound the followers dfistifanos, kill

them there.” And today what shall we do? And wkdiatter for us?”

[535] Then, they said to the priests and people to pat them a death sentence as the king

commanded, because they éfe 138ra) hypocrites (biased of a face which is open. Woe to

them! for those as the prophet said ,”"Woe abountHer those who divert justice of my poor
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people and for those who make a sinner righteoddaie a bribery and denigrate the saint and
hide his truth (sainthood).

[536] That brother, whose name is Tasabka Madowever, in the beginning, a seeker of
truth and he served [God] properly and he was aivec of God’s sufferings. And they first
made him stand up in the podium of court with histtren. The kindf. 138r") commanded

[his soldiers] to beat him because they left himatited among many people. After they beat
them, the soldiers commanded them to stand. Angdtwd up. But that brother was left, lying
on the ground. And the king’s soldiers said to Hi¥gu also stand up!” He, however, responded

to them, “I will not stand as you did not beat mighvny brethren.”

[537] Those soldiers admired his firm faith and his contieause he waits them to afflict him.
Thus they beat him a lot like his brethren. Therstood up and they took him away with his
brethren(f. 138V/) to a land which is named Gassa and he lived theiag imprisoned and in

a good combat. He returned from there with hishvegt. And he lived in the association.

[538] After many years they seized him in a way and bnbugm to these sufferings of

martyrdom. They also spent that day afflicting hifaving completed a death sentence upon

him, they beheaded him with a sword.

[539] They also enforced that other brother, whose nanMiqodimos to prostrate to the king

and to revile the name of his teacher. Howe@fer138\}’) [he said], “I do not prostrate to
anyone except the Father, the Son and the HolyitSpind | do not revile my teacher.
Nevertheless, do not allow me to be delayed butraptish [my martyrdom] soon for me as that

brother of mine left me behind and | also wanteddmartyr] like him.”

[540] But they said to him, “Be patient because it igdreior you to spend the night today. You

will die tomorrow since you are young.” They saiistto him, because it seemed to them that he

would change his mind because of his childhoodyTdiso knew the greatness of grace [seen]
on him as his faith was built on a strong rock.vites (f. 139r%) eager to [do] a good deed and

his manner is not like that of the young but likeatt of the perfect in all deeds. He is also

533



available at prayers, and he works hard by standmgoy prostration, by chanting, and by a
great weeping. He always remembers the cross mgfef the Loved one while searching he
reached the peak of rank that was given to safatlyers. He also became a companion with
them. And that day kindled a fire of the Holy Spin his heart and stroked him to reach there
where his promise is found. Therefore, he saideo, ‘(f. 139r°) Complete [my martyrdom]

for me today.”

[541] Then, when they saw him that he became courageodie they lay down him on the

ground and put a sword on his neck. However, thaiyed a little [to check] whether he fears or
he is courageous. But he moved on his neck todwe shtil a blood came out. At that time, they
beheaded him and he accomplished [his martyrdoerethThe crowning of their martyrdom
became on the 30of Sane in the peace of Lord. May their prayers e benediction of their

affliction be with us and keep us forever and edenen.

[542] Then they gathereff. 139V) many stones and heaped [them] on their flesh éngid

market where they cut them off. Having snatchediftblothes], they gave to the one who cut
them off as his wage. Then he left them, and thegtvaway. Then, men from among the people
of that land come out at night to see whether a siguld be made about them; and they put a

stone in the opposite direction where the bodyefdaints was beaten.

[543] Then a great miracle appeared in that place likgha of lightning that went down from

the sky, and it frightened those men. And they weimtning and told this t¢f. 139\}’) the men
of that land. After this, there happened a gre&ncy in that land, pestilence, hunger, death

until their merciful [women] passed away. And tharket was ruined.

[544] Then there come a great migration on saints wreallthere (earth) and they came into a
monastery that was calléd.” and men of that land came against them with a dvaad an
arrow and they hunted them like wild animals andytliound one brother whose name is
Atnatewos who became the brethren’s coordinatortheyl said, “We found theiff. 140r%)
teacher.” Then, they caught him and took him tdrtb#y. And they said to him, “Prostrate

yourself to the king and revile your teacher’s naifieat brother, however, replied them, “l do
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not prostrate to the king and | do not also remleteacher.” They also let a man stand with him
who was found in theft. Then the governor commarttiedsoldiers to put a judgement on both
of them. They, therefore, put a sentence on thaying, “This stranger, the son dafstifa
deserves death, because he did not obey the kimg.nfan, however, will be deserved to a fifty
times floggings as it was sfft 140?) from the king. Again let him pay his debt.” Theéhey
beat that brother with stones in the city of tHaird that is calle¢agd'a. The crowning of his
martyrdom became oh.." and in the montH...". Let his prayer be with us forever and ever.

Amen.

[545] Then one priest, from among men of that land onerwla vision came, said to the
people, “Behold! At night came to me a word whiays ‘Unless you transfer this righteous’
body, there will come a plague and the nation (Jamtl be destroyed’.” But the men of the land
did not accept his word and they didn’'t hear hiting (issue). That vision again can{é
140V to that priest and he also told it to the peoplbefsre. But they did not accept his word.
Third vision, which says, “The land will be ruinedd men will be destroyed by disease unless

you transfer this righteous’ body.”

[546] Then, even before this, at the previous time dutirgr coming out of e, when the

saints were in a desert (monaste(rfy)140\}’) as refugees. From there they sent the brethren [to

a place] where they were [saints] in sorrow. THeving reached there, when they were turning
back to that desert (monastery), thieves came sithesn and killed them and they accomplished

their martyrdom there.

[547] Again, other brethren from among whom they liveréfuge in a monastery went from
there to visit brethren who were living inkraa. Having reached there, while they were turning
back, they arrived at a river, which is named Wéanatere there were bandits and killer [of a
person]. They came against them to kill them. Tlerl41r°) the saints said to them, “Please
be patient for us a little while until we pray &assia time of prayer. Those thieves left themlunt

they pray.
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[548] The Saints then retreated a little from them arubtpated and prayed to their God as it
was a time of 3 o’clock. Having finished their peaythey saluted in peace one another fully
according their custom. Then, they murmured todhbgeves to come. Then, those thieves came
and killed them. The saints completed [their maldyn] there. They [those thieves] took their
clothes and went away. And of 141r°) of those thieves put on the saints’ clothes and a
disease, leprosy an evil sickness appeared on[Benause of this] those thieves trembled with
fear and they knew that it happened for the faat they did bad [deeds] upon the saints.

[549] Likewise again, when other brethren were livinghia border of that land, which was far
from the monastery and once upon a time when therg working into the field, heathens who
are called Gabal came to them and stood up bdfersdints and said to them, “We came to kill
(f. 141V%) you.” The saints, however, did not know their reatBut those heathens held the
saints’ neck with their hands as if they killed the&ints denoting to kill but the saints said to
them, “Do you want us to give you water?” When tlsaid this to them, those heathens took a
sword and pierced the saints. And the saints cdegbl@heir martyrdom] there. May their

prayers and blessing be with us forever and evereis

[550] Then, there happened migration and difficult sinratipon the followers ofistifanos in

all faces of the country as before: be it in a tdwity) (f. 141\})), or be ina desert, or be in a
street; or be in a market, they were chasing dftersaints in all [places] where they have
reached. Again, those who, among men, receivedsaings: be it by dishes and or be it by
clothes or those who lodged them will not be sdvech any sufferings. [Even] there may come
a loss upon them and a country’s destruction. Agay may bring the saints till death as it was
commanded from the king. Therefore, the people bésushed the saints lest destruction come

upon them.

[551] The saints were also wandering frgfo 142r°) a region (place) to a region (place) or
from a monastery to a monastery. And they becarattesed to suburbs of his domain’s land
and to all places of battle. They dwell in caved gits of land and cuts of a rock. From there
again, they chase after them, caught them andthake away to the king’s court and they killed

them.
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[552] When different sufferings that is hunger, thirstl arakedness became heavy upon those
were left behind, they said to the chairman ofakgembly, this is the first [one] after our father,
saintdstifanos. “How do we lead life like this? Oh! fathatlow to us to(f. 1421°) die in our
monastery like our forefathers, by leaving food dndk, because the king also put restrictions
against us others not receive us by all [meansjobdg, by drink and by all necessities of flesh.
And when these soldiers come across us, they weillesus violently. The previous fathers,
however, did this by their own will as we heard aaiv that their remains were gathered in
caves and monasteries and inside the trees tramksticalled Bmma. Likewise, allow us to die

in our monastery.

[553] Then, the chairman of the assembly said to therhjs“Bct will not be(f. 142V
performed in eagerness except in much solicitude essbetter to ask God about this as it is
possible for Him. [Therefore] now go and pray todGout this until He sends you His mercy.”

They were living like this praying to God.

[554] Then after this time, there happened to one brpthleose name iBawslos from among
the assembly of saints who are living in édHe had four children. These children said tar the
father, “But we want to die than to lead this kisidife depriving of food andf. 142\P) drink

as we will predict a destruction which will cometbe world and we couldn’t be able to serve to
the world forever and for doing righteousness. #nnof the world come across us, they will
make us servants for their commandments for (tke s& being) shepherds of mules, animals
and sheep. And, we will not often find our holyhiats since today, because the king gathered
them under his hand. There were also [some] whtied [their martyrdom]. You also know
all that you faced upon yourself in the king’s doexcept that God saved you and brought you
here about us. And now, it is better for us towdigle you are alive.” He also sa(fl. 143r°) to
them, “My children! Are you able, [to reach] think as you are young (little ones)?” They said

to him, “Yes, we are able to do. God will do for"us

[555] Having heard this, he went from them to that chairrof the assembly and told all what

those children said to him. The chairman of theeladdy then replied to him, “Is that not this

work which a number of (believers) seek for? Anavret them do it because God opened for
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them this gate and He also called them to makeymgyon them.” After that, that brother said to

his children, “Come then to do [your task]. Nowwaee (know) that not to be impatient if

sufferings(f. 1431°) become great upon you.

[556] They also responded to him, “We will not be indighdather but we will hope to become
a chosen sacrifice likeaghaq whom his father brought [him to a sacrifice]tbg word of God.
You are also like Abraham.” Then, they went to anagiery and entered to a cave (closet).
There were two other brethren with them. And thegd 30 days with a good combat, in a
prayer and prostration with a perfect patience.r&@hene of them whose name is Bartdlomewos
accomplished his martyrdom in 30 days. Likewises #econd [one] whose name is Tomas
[completed his martyrdom] dt..™*° days like him. The third one whose namePiwlos
[completed his martyrdom] at forty days. Théfn 143V’) when he stayed 40 days, his father
said to him, “You have finished 40 days. Shall weeg/ou food and drink?” But that son replied
to his father, “Let alone food and drink even iuysaid to me | will give you all pleasures of the
world together with righteousness, | would not haeme this and | would not have left my

holiness in.”

[557] And he lived like this without interrupting prayand prostration as much as he can [do].
Then, one day he said to him, “Are you not pleaséd,Father by seeing me? Please, put your
hand into my monkhood vestment to look at my bddas not completed what thméshafa
abaw (lit. book of fathers) said(f. 143WP) “Let the flesh of a monk cleave with his bones
(ribs)? And today, do not mourn but be happy beszang age has been over and God will give
me according to my suffering. Then, having finisté&ddays, he accomplished his martyrdom
with a good eagerness and with much patience. Nmprdayer and blessing of that combatant
and that of his brethren who are with him and wieofall of fruit of blessing of their prayer and

their suffering be with us forever and ever. Amen.

[558] Those two brethren, who were servant of them, $&ig, will not get better than thigd.

144r%). And we will also die like them and God will ddavour for us. Are we not better than

3470 At 30 days
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these children?” And will a good time come excdm much evilness?” Having said this, they
sworn [made a vow] in a sacrifice for God and exdetheir hermitages. One of them is called
Nob and is also a priest, who is good at his deeldrighteous at his word and devoted to God in

his soul and to the law of the assembly. He becammdel for his brethren in humbleness, in
innocence and in all patiendd. 144rb) And the name of the other one is Muse, who is good

and righteous. Having accomplished their combah witeat eagerness, they completed [their

martyrdom] there. May their prayer and blessingvith us. Amen.

[559] Again, many others from among the followers of bétistifanos, [who is] a costly pearl
that will shine in the land of Azeb §ltoppaya) and the holy church’s top happiness. Those who
were killed by the hands ofdbb sar and by that of his son AdmassBatheir number became
137 priests with the exception of deacons, bretmemks and nuns who accomplished their
martyrdom and who conferrdfi. 144\?) their crowns. There was one from among them [who
was killed] by being stoned. There was one [who Wiksd] by being cut off his tongue, hands
and feet, by slashing of nose and ear and by heilegl. There was one [who was killed] by a
sword and a spear. There was one [who was killgdjding eaten by lions. There was one [who
died of] depriving of food in the monastery and exans, and cuts of rocks like birds and wild
beasts where there was no one who helps them esesptances of migration that came upon
them from the king. And all became martyrs in thaith. May their prayer and shedding of their
blood and drops of their tears be with us and keepnd be always with us forever and let keep
us. Amen and Amen. Again, this number that we roeeti [heref. 144\P) is not complete

but a few [counting] made of our knowledge. LordImiowever, write their names in heaven
and those of them who were with them forever arat.edmen.

[560] Then, after [many] years, the saints gathered fitweir migration into the monastery of
Takkaze, which'..." and built a church and made a sacrifice for Godd #rere were joined
others who were obeying the rule of righteousnesisbeecame a lot; and they were living while
admonishing one another and remembering God’sidasignd his law. Likewise, the nuns also
did this in their nunnery.
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[561] (f. 145F) Then, brethren and nuns said to that our soul’kefathairman of the
assembly, “Oh! our father, let us permit to die. Mde our brethren who preceded us we will not

find better from these bad times that may comeh@nfuture].”

[562] Then, the chairman of the assembly said to thens, Gdd has opened you a gate of
death, go and do it now. May God help you and ¢et gross from this world.” Then they went
and entered theif..." [hermitages?]. And 117 saints (monks) and nunsraptished [their
martyrdoms] by those times. And whife 145r°) they were seeing openly mysteries of God.
One among the nuns used to say, “I saw a wonderfuhing star, whose light is powerful and
plenteous and it pleases one who sees it.” Haaijthis, she seemed as if she died and stayed

the night like this. But she was young in appeagahowever, she became firm in her faith.

[563] Then her sisters who were there said to her, “Qint €ster, Mélaka Absara, where did
you spend the night? But today you seemed to usyas died.” Then, she replied to them, “I
did not die but | spent the night with 3 suns beiejiced and glad by seeing them. Again, she
said, handing over a soul (6. 145V") God, “Yet, we saw in this world, while a Christi&n
losing his Christianity and a monk is leaving hisrmkhood and a priest is missing the rule of his
priesthood. Lest we came to you in purity (faitl} to became like them. Oh! Our Lord, Jesus

Christ, receive our soul.”

[564] Having said this she passed away and completechheyrdom in a good [way]. There
were [some] among them [nuns] who said, “We arangeelearly angels.” There were also
[nuns] who said, “Behold! Moses and Aron came for reception.” There were ones who said.

“Angels went down to feed famine-stricken. Frankingse was handed over to the saints incense

offering. Squeezes of wine were pou(éd145\) to satisfy the thirsty.

[565] And one of them [nuns] said, “I saw many soldiengrg and lamenting and saying,”
“Woe for us! Woe for us who violatedistifanos’ education.” Because of this, they took nt® i
affliction. Among them, a tall woman was there &d body was covered with darkness. Then,
they took her to a hole. But God knows its deepnleass not able to tell . And she moans and

shouts and says, “Woe for me who disregardsifanos. The Saints also [say] like her, being
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rejoiced by God's visiofif. 1461”) and by looking through holy mysteries and by takiegfect

grace while reading words of God which they saw laeard.

[566] Like this happened their passing away: since thegred that hermitage, they were
giving services on'3day, on & [days], on § [day] and on 16 and a day that was greater than
this. May their prayer and blessing of their affba and wages of their patience be with us. Let

Him also vigil us forever. Amen.

[567] Then, again after years, there appeared migratiothe saints. When one morfk

146Ih), whose name is Tawalda Madhcame by the king's order with a number of soklier

they destroyed lands and set the monasteries agaimts and also churches on fire. And they
brought the saints and took them and killed theher& also became very hard migration upon
the saints who were left behind and a great mograppeared upon them about the killing of
their brethren and who were scattered into monastesnd caves (hermitages) with their

covenants and properties of their sanctuarieseBels of that land also were leading them to

monasteries that they knew; and they brought tginals to the way where the saints wint

146V/) so that the trace of men will not be known as gowes of the land were looking for the
saints by the sign of their footsteps (traces) mtomonasteries where they reached. [Hence,]
they used to wait for them up until the springsieérs. Therefore, those believers were having

their animals followed so that their footstepsd#s) will not be known.

[568] Then those saints said to the believers, “Whatl shalthen say? As the world hated us
and men of the land were chasing after us in altgd and they took away all our properties of
the house and that of the field. Again, you weriesed more(f. 146\P) for the sake of us. We

also became despised by men. However, from now @sya may be better for you to show us
one place, a house of our remains because the would not afford us in life.” Having heard,

those believers became saddened and mourned ntcp.Here!)

[569] Then they said to the saints, “And all human beingisdwell in a place where he wants

to live. Yet, if it is bad for him, he will go to place where he prefers. They will not take the

dead away from his tomb but he will often live winéie was buried.
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[570] (f. 147F) Likewise, we will often consider you as intercassfor us and for our grand
children, if you are buried into our land. If yoveahowever, alive on a day when we come
across you and on a day when we do not find yaen,ttve will hope your blessing and we will

give you a place where into you will be buried.

[571] Then they gave them one trustful from among thenssehname is Zamikel, and he
knows all the way of the monasteries’ gates. Anddad them to a monastery, which is {&r

147r") from them for about five kilometres, and he showleein there a silent place where
nobody reaches it from another land. Then, thetsaind nuns entered there off'2® the month
of Yakkatit and they took with them one priest wtansoles them. They began to go to the
expected place oh..". Then they followed each other one by one, thyeéhtee, four by four,
being pleased into a good song, prayers and a ewuofbprostrations and while helping one

another by a word of admonition.

[572] Again saying, “Where is what they told us therénisger and thirst inside it? Ye(f,.
147V) nothing found us. We don’t know if something ttaGiod’s mercy and the multitude of

his pardon that takes away heresy from those whwy hope Him in all their hearts. From
among them, there was one who says, “My soul Viééé€ God oh! my Lord, you became much
more elevated. You are clothed with faith and gress of glory. From among them, there was
one who says, “l saw a place of our rest in a nngluntain.”

[573] And one nun used to say, “Hallelujah, hallelujat &allelujah.” Then the monks asked
her, “What does it mean like this?” she replied, iyl a praise(f147V) that | heard from

angels.” Again, she said, “Not only is this thainh seeing; please raise me from my bed to speak
and take what | had.” She [also] said, “Come totheemiracle of God who made wonders on
earth.” Secondly she said, “The Lord is my lightl any salvation; whom shall | fear? the Lord is
the strength of my life; of whom shall | be afrdid$’*And she asked [them], “How many days

since | entered [the monastery?]” They replied ¢o, HThirty [days].” Again she said, “| saw

wonders of Godf. 148r%). Could a tongue that did not drink water have spokuently during

3471pg 27:1
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thirty [days]? | defeated Satan by the power ofltoyd.” Then, on 38 [days] since she entered
[the monastery] she completed [her martyrdom]. Thieere took place their passing away until
the...” of Genbot since they entered that monastery. Their numis 42 saints and 53 nuns in
the peace of Lord. May their prayers, their intesten, blessing of their combat be with us

forever. Amen.

[574] However, that placéf. 1481°) since that day and after that time (moment) became
dwelling of many righteous’ remains. They maderaltaide it and they offered a Eucharist on
the commemoration day of the holy brethren whomHbg/ Spirit called them for the spiritual
message of law. And [there were] many other saiite accomplished [their martyrdom] in
their hermitages. [There were] others in the marggh this toil and in a number of sufferings.
They were astonished by seeing pleasing mystériesy were glad at hearing words of holy and
comforter angels who make [people] forget diseams®d grieves by giving gift which says,
“Such your sin bef. 148V/) pardoned.” And again by showing a place of the catanits’

resting.

[575] And again by reminding the passing away of the evéol those who would come after
them. Likewise, the nuns were admiring mysteried they saw in their hermitages. Then one
among them stayed three days, saying, “Now, | asmgea woman, hanged upon a steep cliff
and crying by rotating round and saying, ‘Woe fag!ivoe for me! Who will savéf. 148VP)

me from this enemy? How does he save [my soully@d®ther nuns while seeing openly their
[alive] father while he was handing over [that $dalwhom that passed away and, in turn, the
latter was handing over [it] to his Lord. Their piaxg away took place like this [manner] from
this passing (perishable) world into the eternfd. IMay God offer us the blessing for their

prayer. Amen and Amen.

[576] May God gather under His hand all His propertieat ts, those saints and nuns whom we

knew and did not know from the very beginning astpeir numbers.
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CHAPTER SEVEN: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

7.1 Conclusion

Based on the diplomatic edition of Gadla Abaw wi## [Fourth Part] and the key informant
interviews, it can be concluded that thadl preserves a vital and extensive historical and
theological record of the TScentury Stephanite movement. It also maintaingouarancient
toponyms, to mention some: kkyto, Diho, Gizabi, Snay, G'izam [Gojjam], Barantailbso,
Samo, Zabr, Hagarddanat, Doba, Zango, @da, Hagara Dizaydnda Gakan, Maya, Bhera
Bali, Bohera Dadak and Dabra Mao.

The Stephanites built 33 monasteries at’Be¥vVanbarta, Bddoba, Dargéagan and Sbuha
Saosi‘waradas of which 9 monasteries, namely: Dibo Mgam, Asira Matira Masyam,
Tafoyto Mikael, Sarat Masyam, Sadi Mika’el, ‘Awda Soyon, ‘Era, ‘Addi Kawna Kidana
Mohréat and L&ma Kidan&-Mhréat still exist, whereas all the rest were destdogg fire in the
reign of Zara Yaoqob and B&da Mabyam.

There are 18 Stephanite fathersnmiimtran who have ggédl andtabot in their name Abba
Lamlam, p.c.), and furthermore 23 (actually 24) eamof superiors nfdmhran) of
G"andad’ondo are listed in succession as abbots of the rtenyasy Gadla dsifanos wa-
Abalkrazun(folios 200-202' of codex n. 103).

The text is full of grammatical and orthographicoes. The content dwells at length and very
repetitiously on mutilations, burnings, and othature of the saints, even more than is usually
the case imadlat. This might be just rhetorical exaggeration; on akiger hand, the fact that the
Stephanitegadlat were written down very soon after the actual histd events (Kaplan, 1981)
argues that this may be a true and faithful charaation of what really happened.

Unquesionably there was bitter enmity between thgskand the Stephanites.

7.2 Recommendation
Drawing on the major findings and conclusion o§tsiudy, the following recommendations are

made for consideration and implementation by carextibodies.
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(1) This manuscript, Gadla Abaw waAw [Fourth Part], preserves many ancient toponyms
of Ethiopia which are indispensable to reconstmictt the 18- century geographical
map looks like (particularly before the Ahmad Gragwasion) if it is studied well. 1,
therefore, recommend historians to further condeséarch into this issue separately or
in collaboration with philologists.

(2) In addition, many scholars, local and foreign, hawedied well on the 15-century
conflict of the Stephanites with Zar Yaoqob. However, the “post-conflict” history
(especially after the reign of King Nal) of the sect, as Nosnitsin mentioned, has not

studied yet. Thus, there is room for historiansdnduct a research on it.
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APPENDIX-A: LIST OF KEY INFORMANTS

)

Roll | Name of informants Age of Place of Date of Remark
No. informant | interview interview (Position/
Educational
level of the
informants)
1. Abba Lamlam W. 65 ‘Addigrat 03/02/2015 | Vice abbot of
Solasse and G"adad'ando
18/11/2016
2 Gabrékidan Dasta 81 Mailé 05/02/2016 | BA, teacher ang
author
3. TaSoma Zarihun 83 St. Mary | 13/11/2016 | Ma&kaka Tabor
Church, A.A
4. Zaméanfas Gabra- 44 Addis Ababa| 24/10/2017, MA
Hgzi’alsher
5. Yared Kasa 69 Méda Ligga ligavent
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APPENDIX-B STEPHANITE CHURCHES

A) Monastery of Marayam G"andag"ando

e I
VIDEO_PAUSE 1

R
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B) Monastery of Marayam Dibo
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C) Monastery of Asira Matira Mar oyam
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D) Dabra Ag’aziyan Qodus dstifanos Church
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