
THECAUCASIANCHALKCIRCLEBYBERTOLTBRECHT

THEAUTHOR

BertoltBrechtwasaGermanpoet,playwrightandtheatricalreformer.Hewasbornin1898and

becameoneofthemostprominentfiguresinthe20th-centurytheater.BertoltBrechtwas
concernedwithencouragingaudiencestothinkratherthanbecomingtooinvolvedinthestoryline
andtoidentifywiththecharacters.BertoltBrechtwasborninAugsburg,thesonofBeltoldBrecht,
thedirectorofapapercompany,andSophieBrezing,thedaughterofacivilservant.Hisfather
wasaCatholic,andhismotheraProtestant.BothparentshailedfromAchernintheBlackForest.
Brechtbegantowritepoetryasaboy,andhadhisfirstpoemspublishedin1914.Between1919
and1921hewrotetheatrecriticismsfortheleft-wingSocialistpaperDieAugsburger.After
militaryserviceasamedicalorderly,hereturnedtohisstudies,butabandonedthem in1921.
DuringtheBavarianrevolutionaryturmoilof1918,Brechwrotehisfirstplay,Baal.From this
periodalsodateshispoem,'LegendoftheDeadSoldier'.ItwascitedbytheNazisasoneoftheir
strongreasonstodeprivehimofGermancitizeshipin1935.Likeseveralotherpoems,itwasset
tomusicbytheauthor,andsungtotheaccompanimentofhisguitarinaBerlincabaret.Brecht's
workshavebeentranslatedinto42languagesandsoldover70volumes.TheCaucasianChalk
Circlewaswrittenin1944inHollywood.DrawingontheGreektradition,hewantedhistheaterto
representaforumfordebatehallratherthanaplaceofillusions.Heaimedtotakeemotionoutof
theproduction,persuadetheaudiencetodistancefrom themakebelievecharactersandurge
actorstodissociatefromtheirroles.Thenthepoliticaltruthwouldbemoreeasytocomprehend.
Oncehesaid:"Nothingismoreimportantthanlearningtothinkcrudely.Crudethinkingisthe
thinkingofgreatmen."BrechtformulatedhisliterarytheoriesmuchinreactiontoGeorgLukács
(1885-1971),aHungarianphilosopherandMarxistliterarytheoretician.HedisapprovedLukács
attempttodistinguishbetweengoodrealismandbadnaturalism.Hediedin1956.

SETTING

TheCaucasusisaregionthatbridgesEuropeandAsia.TheCaucasusisdividedbytheCaucasian
mountainrangesintotworegions:

ThenorthernslopesofthemountainsreachintoChechnyaandotherborderstatesoftheformerSoviet
Union

Onthesouthernsideofthemountainsarethemodern-daycountriesGeorgia,ArmeniaandAzerbaijan.

Grusinia,whereTheCaucasianChalkCircletakesplace,isafictionalizedversionofthemodernday
countries;GeorgiaandAzerbaijantowardstheendoftheWWIIin1944.

TheplaywastranslatedtoEnglishbyEricBentley.

Theplayisacomedy,withahappyending.

Theplayisbasedoncommunismi.e.whoevercanmakethebestuseofresourcesinordertoprovidefor
othersdeservestogetthebestoftheresources.

Brechtshowscommunismthroughthreestories;

i) Theownershipofapieceoflandbetweengoatherdersandfruitfarmers.Intheendthrough
arbitrators,thefruitfarmersgetthevalleybecausetheywillusethelandbetter.

ii) ThestoryaboutGrushathekitchenmaid,throughtheuseofSolomoniclaw:Solomonandthe



baby(fromthebible).Grushagetsthebabybecauseshedeserveshim.

iii) ThestoryaboutJudgeAzdak.Hisfairjudginginfavourofthepeasantsmadehimverypopular
especiallyamongthepoor.

THETITLE

TheCaucasianChalkCircleisderivedfrom acircleJudgeAzdakordersShauwatodraw,

“.............getapieceofchalkanddrawacircleonthefloor.”(pg97).ItspurposeistodetermineMichael’s
realmother.BothNatellaAbashwiliandGrushaVashnadzedesirecustodianofthechild.
Shauwaisdirectedtoplacethechildinthecircleandthemothertoholdhimbythehandsandpullhim
out.Whoeverpullshimoutofthecirclewouldretainhim.

ItisironicalthatNatella,Michael’sbiologicalmother,isdeniedcustodyofthechildwhenshepullshimout.
Grushadeclinestotearthechildandconsequentlyendswiththechild.Thetitlesymbolicallysignifiesthe
possibilityofsurrenderingwhatmightberightfullyyoursforbetterutilization.

Theplayinfersfrom bothaChineseplay(Circleofchalkwrittenin1300AD)andabiblicalstory(The
judgementofSolomon-1Kings3:16-28)

IntheChinesestory,ayounggirl,HAi-tang,bearsachildasthesecondwifeofawealthyman.Hisfirst
wifeclaimsthechildisherown.However,thesecondwifeisjudgedthetruemotherwhensherefusesto
pullthechildapartinthetestoftheChalkCircle.

Inthebiblicalstory,twowomenliveinthesamehouseandbothbearachild.Onebabydiesinthenight
anditsmotherswapshimforthelivingbaby.Bothclaimthelivingchildistheirown.Solomonordersthat
thechildbecutintwoandeachhalfbegiventoeachmother.Therealmotherofthechildgivesupthe
childratherthanseehimharmedandisjudgedtobethetruemother.

Theagriculturistandherdersareseatedincirclesastheynegotiateandintheendtheherdersagreeto
surrendertheirclaimonthevalleyofRosaLuxemburgsincetheywouldputittobetteruse.

SYNOPSIS

TheCaucasianChalkCirclebeginswithaprologuewhichcapturesadisputebetweentwocommunities;
thefruitgrowingandthegoatfarmingone.Theclashisoverwhoshouldownandmanagethevalley.The
GoatFarmCommuneGroupistheoriginalownerwhohadrelocatedduetotheadvancingHitler’sarmy.
ThefruitgrowingCommunehasdemonstratedinterestinthepieceofland.Adelegatefrom Tiflis-the
capitaloftheSovietStateofGeorgia-hasbeensenttosettlethedispute.

TheFruitGrowingCollectiveFarmhasmadeelaboratearrangementsofirrigatingthevalleysoastomake
itmoreproductive.Thedelegateawardsthelandtothefruitgrowersbecausetheyhaveplanstousethe
resourcesbetterdespitethelandoriginallybelongingtothegoatfarminggroup.

ActonebeginswhenthecityofGrusiniahasbeentakenoverbytheironshirtsandthegovernor,Georgi
Abashwili,isbeheadedinacoupthathasbeenplannedbyhisbrother,theFatPrinceandhishead
fastenedonawall.Thegovernor’swifeNatellafleesandintheprocessabandonsherchild,

Michael.

Fortunately,thekitchenmaidGrushasalvagesthechildfromthesoldiersandtheFatPrinceandescapes
withhim toherbrother'splaceintheNorthernMountains,pursuedbysoldiers.Sheenduresgreat
sufferingintheway,includinghostileanduncooperativepeople.Shefinallygetstoherbrother’splacebut
he(thebrother)insiststhatshemustbemarriedtoanalmost‘dying’manbythenameJussup.Jussup



hasfakedillnesstoavoidtakingpartinthewar.Whenitisannouncedthatthewarisover,Jussup
miraculouslyrecovers.Grushaisstuckwithahusbandshedidnotwant.WhenSimon(Grusha’slover)
returnsfromthewar,hediscoversthatGrushaismarriedandsuspectsthatMichaelisherchild.Later,the
childistakenawayfromherbysomesoldierswhoclaimthathebelongstoNatellaandheistakenback
totheCaucasianvillage.

Throughaflashback,thewriterexplainshowtheGrandDukeisshelteredbyAzdak,latertobejudge,soon
afterheescapesthebloodycoup.However,Azdakisnotawarethatheishidingadangerousfugitiveand
fearinghemightbebrandedatraitorhepresentshimselftothesoldierstobetriedandsoonwinstheir
favourandisinstalledasjudge.

Azdakjudgesfourveryweirdcases,rulingineachcaseinfavourofthepoor.Hesoongainsreputationfor
supportingthepoor.Heservesfortwoyearsasajudge,beforethereturnoftheGrand

Duke.Heisarrestedforbeinga‘traitor’andasthesoldiersareabouttokillhim,heissavedbythe

GrandDukewhorecallsthathesavedhislife.Hereappointshimtobethejudge.

ThemajorcasethatAzdakhandlesisthatofGrushaandthechild.Thegovernor’swifewantsMichael
backbecausewithouthim,shecannottakeovertheformerGovernor’swealth.However,

Grushawantstokeepthechildbecauseshehasraisedhimforthepasttwoyears.Interestingly,even
Simonofferstosupportherinthetrial.WhenAzdaklistenstothecase,heordersaChalkCircletobe
drawn,afterhelearnswhatGrushahasdonetothechild.Thechildisplacedinthemiddleandordersthe
twowomentopullsayingthatwhoevercanpullhimoutofthecirclewillgethim.

Thegovernor’swifepullswhereasGrushaletsgo.Thisisrepeatedandfinally,AZDAKgivesMichaelto
Grusha.Thegovernor’swifeisorderedtoleave.Michael’swealthistakenandmadeintopublicgardens.

Themessagetheauthorispassingacrossisthatresourcesshouldbelongtothosewhomakebetteruse
ofthem-thechildtoGrusha,justthesamewaythevalleygoestothosewhowilltakecareofit.Intheend,
AzdakdivorcesGrushafromJussup,pavingwayforhertogetmarriedtoSimon.Azdakdisappearsnever
tobeseenagain.

PROLOGUE

Summerof1945

Theplaybeginswithaprologue(anintroductiontoaplay)thatcapturesaconflictbetweenmembersof
twocollectivefarmsbothwhoclaim astakeinadisputedvalley.Thetworivalsare:GoatFarm Rosa
LuxemburgandFruitFarmGalinsk.Thetwoareneighbours.

ThegoatherdingcommuneclaimstobetheoriginalownersofthedisputedlanduntilHitler’sarmies
forcedthemtorelocate.Thefruitgrowingcommunehaslaiddownanelaborateplantoirrigatethevalley
foragriculturalpurposes.Theyintendtouseadamacrossthemountainlakeandwatersevenhundred
acresofinfertilelandandplantoplantvineyardsandorchardsthere

Adelegatefrom theStateReconstructionCommissionfrom Tiflis-thecapitalcity-hasbeensentto
arbitrateonthedispute.HeintimatesthatGoatFarmRosaLuxemburgoccupiedthevalleybeforemoving
Eastonordersfromthegovernment.
TheGoatherdingcommuneisnowdissatisfiedwiththeirnewgrazinglandwhichtheyclaim isnot
palatabletotheiranimals.Theyclaimthatthevalleybelongstothemfrometernityandthelawatteststo
that.However,membersfrom theFruitFarm Galinskexplainthereasonwhytheydeservetoownthe
valley.



AnamicablesolutionisfinallyreachedwhenthelandisawardedtotheFruitgrowingcommuneandthe
twogroupssettledowntoeatanddrink.Entertainmentsoonfollowswhenalegendarysinger-Arkadi-is
invitedtoperformanoldChinesesongentitled,TheChalkCircle.Thissongisabouttwostorieswhich
haveabearingontheirresolveddispute.

Theprologueservesseveralfunctions;first,itgivestheplayauniquestructure,secondly,enablesthe
playwrighttopassonhis/herkeymessageandthemoraloftheplaytothereaderoraudiencebeforehe
orshewatchesorreadsit.Bertoltrootsforcommunism,thatwhoevercanmakegooduseofsomething
shouldkeepit.

THENOBLECHILD

ThispartopenswithArkadi-thesingernarratingastoryaboutGeorgiAbashwili,thegovernorinGrusinia
andarichmanwhoownsnumeroushorsesandsoldiers.HeismarriedtoNatellaandtheyhaveason,
Michael.

OnthemorningoftheEasterSunday,thegovernor’sfamilygoestochurch.Atthegateway,heis
confrontedbymanybeggarsandpetitioners.Mothersholdemaciatedchildrenaspeoplewithclutches
andpetitionsbegformoney.Theycomplainofhightaxes,starvationandbribery.Thegovernorignores
themandsoldierswhipthemwiththickleatherwhipstokeepthemaway.

Michael-thegovernor’ssonandheir-isbroughtalongandthecrowdseeshimforthefirsttime.Heis
carriedinadecoratedcarriageandisattendedtobytwodoctors.EventhemightyPrinceKazbekibows
beforehimatthechurchdoor.

NatellainformstheprinceabouttheGovernor’splanofbringingdowntheslumstopavewayforhis
garden.ThegovernorhaslostinterestintheaffairsofGrusinianpeopleinspiteoftheragingwarthatis
takingplace.Thegovernorevendismissesamessengerfromthecitybringingsomeconfidentialpapers
forhim sayinghecanonlyattendtohim aftertheservice.Latertheadjutant(anofficerwhoactsas
militaryassistant)informsthemessengerthatthegovernordoesnotwishtoreceivemilitarynewsbefore
dinner.

GrushaVashnadze-governor’skitchenmaid-doesnotattendtheserviceasshehastogetagooseforthe
family’sbanquet.SheisseentalkingtoSimonShashava,asoldier,whorevealsthatheoftenhidesbehind
abushtowatchherdipherlegsintheriverasshewashesherline.

Beforetheawaiteddinnerandatalkwiththearchitectscantakeplace,thepalaceissurroundedandthe
Governorarrested.GeorgeAbashwiliisexecutedandthecityisinbloodshed.Natella’slifeisindanger.
Servantsrushoutofthehousetryingtofranticallysalvagewhattheycan.Ascuffleeruptsbetweenthe
twofamilydoctorsoverwhoshouldattendtothegovernor’swifewhohasfainted.
SimoncomeslookingforGrusha.Heaimsatwooingher.ThetwohavetopartwayswhenSimonis
orderedbytheadjutanttoguardNatellaonherwaytosafety.HegivesGrushaasilverchainthathis
motherhadgivenhim.Shepromiseshimthatshewouldwaitforhimandremainfaithfultilltheirre-union.

TheadjutantisseentryingtosaveNatellafromdangerbutsheisreluctanttogowithouthermostvalued
essentials.Theadjutantforcesheronahorsebackamidstcomplaintsthatshehasleftherwine-coloured
dress.SheleavesherchildMichaelbehindwhofallsintothecustodyofGrushathekitchenmaid.As
everyoneflees,Grushadecidestohidethechildunderablanketandkeepsthebabycompanythroughout
thenight.ThefollowingdayshefleeswiththechildfromtheIronshirtswhotogetherwiththeFatPrince
arelookingforthebaby,“It’sapitytheytookthebratalong,though,Ineedhimurgently.”(pg28)

THEFLIGHTTOTHEMOUNTAINS

TheSingeraccountsGrushaescapefromthecitytotheNorthernMountainstosaveMichaelfromthe
FatPrinceandhissoldiers.SheiscarryingMichaelinasack.ShejourneysalongtheGrusinianhighway



ontheNorthernMountainsaftersinging“ThesongoftheFourGenerals.”Aslunchtimeapproaches,she
hastolookforamealtofeedthechild.Shebuysmilkfromapeasantattwopiasters,anequivalenttoa
week’spay.

HavingspentmostofhermoneyGrushakeepsonmovingtowardsthenorthastheIronshirtswhowant
tokillMichaelpursueher.ThesingertellsusthatshethenarrivesattheRiverSirraandwiththeburdenof
thechildweighingonher;shedecidestokeephimatthedoorstepofafarmyardafterrealisingthatthe
peasantwomanhassomemilk.Sheanticipatesthepeasantwillfeedhimandgoestohidebehindatree
inordertowatchwhatwouldhappen.

WhenthepeasantwomanfindsMichaelatherdoor,shetakeshimintothehouse.Shesuggeststoher
husbandthattheykeepthechildbutherhusbandtellshertogivehim tothelocalpriest.AsGrusha
hurriesoffintheoppositedirectionshebumpsonIronshirtswhodemandtoknowwheresheiscoming
from.SheliesthatsheisgoingtomeetSimonShashava.Theironshirtsdemandthewhereaboutsof
Michael.Grushagetsscaredandrushesbacktothecottagewhereshehadleftthechildandpleadswith
thepeasantwomantohideit.

InitiallythewomanagreestohideMichaelbutisimmediatelyfrightenedbythepresenceofthesoldiers.
SherevealstothecorporalthatGrushaleftthechildonherdoorstep.Indesperation,Grushaseizesalog
andhitsthecorporalontheheaduntilhelosesconsciousness.ShethengrabsMichaelandrunsaway.

Inherflightfrom theIronshirts,shefinallyreachesthefootofJanga-TauGlacierafterjourneyingfor
twenty-twodays.SheadoptsMichael.Sheremoveshissilkenshirt,throwsitawayandwrapshiminrags.
Finally,shearrivesatthebridgeontheglacierstillpursedbytheIronshirts.Oneofthebridge’sropeis
brokenandhalfofthebridgeishangingdowntheabyss.Despitethedanger,Grushaisdeterminedto
crossthebridge.Luckilytheygettotheothersideofthebridgedespitefearsandwarningbythe
merchantsontheimpendingdanger.Shelaughstriumphantlytoherfreedomasthe

Ironshirtspursuinghercannotcrossthebridge.Finallyshesings“TheSongoftheChild”(pg41)
INTHENORTHERNMOUNTAINS

Afterjourneyingacrosstheglacierforanothersevendays,GrushafinallyarrivesatLavrenti’s(herbrother)
house.Sheexpectstobewelcomedwarmlybutthisisnotthecase.Herbotherhastocookupastoryto
convincehisreligiouswifethathissisterisonherwaytoherhusband’splaceatthemountains.

TohaveGrushaleavethehouse,Lavrenticomesupwithanideaofgettingherahusband.He

(Lavrenti)organizestogethermarriedtoa“dying”man-Jussupatafeeof400piasters.Themother-in-
lawrealizingthereisachilddemandsforanadditional200piastersfortheweddingtoproceed.The
mother-in-lawhashiredacheapmonktounitethetwo.

Afterthewedding,neighbourswhocametowitnessthemarriageceremonyareservedwithcakesasthey
gossip.Fromthegossipingvisitors,newsindicatethattheGrandDukehasassembledanarmytofight
theprincesthatrebelledagainsthimthepreviousyear.WhenGrushahearsthatthesoldiersarecoming
backnowthatthewarisover,sheisinshockanddropsacakepan.HerworrybeingthatSimonwillcome
backandfindsheismarriedtoanotherman.OnceJussuphearsthewarisover,hemiraculouslyrecovers.

Jussupgetsoutofbedandthevisitorsareshockedtoseehim.Heordersthemoutofthehousebefore
kickingthemout.Grushafindsherselfinatightpositionasshediscoversshehasahusbandyettheman
shelovesisontheway.Furthermore,Jussupdemandsthatshebecomesmoreintimatewithhimand
accusesherofnotperformingherwifelyduties.WithtimeSimonfacegrowsdimmerandhisvoice
becomesfainter.

Inaplaywithinaplay,weseeasGrushawasheslinenbythestream accompaniedbyMichael,she
adviseshimtogoplaywiththeotherchildren.Astheyplaytheyenactthebeheadingofthegovernor-



Michael’sfather.However,insteadofplayingthepartofthegovernorliketheotherchildrenwanthimto
do;heinsiststhathebeallowedtobeheadthefatboy,whorepresentsthefatprince.Thisforeshadows
thebeheadingofthefatprincelater.

Asthechildrenplay,GrushaturnsandseesSimonShashavaontheothersideofthestream.Aftersome
talk,hesadlylearnsthatallisnotwellwiththeirrelationship.Simonnoticesthechild,

Michael,Simonasks,‘Istherealittleonealready?’(pg61)Grushaadmitsthereisachildbutnothers.The
singerwhospeaksforeachofthethetwocharacter’sthought,revealsmuchoftheinformationtous.
Simondemandsthatshegiveshimthesilvercrossback,butshedeclines.

Grushahearstheotherchildrencalling.ShefindstheironshirtstakingMichaelaway.Whenasked
whetherthechildisherssherespondsbysayingthatsheisindeedthemother,somethingthatmakes
Simonleaveadejectedman.TheironshirtstakeawayMichaelbacktothecity.

Grushafollowsthem tothecitybutdreadstolayclaim onthechild.TheSingerendstheactwith
questionsaboutGrusha’sfuture:“Whowilldecidethecase?Towhomwillthechildbeassigned?Whowill
bethejudge?...”(pg62).ThematterwillnowbehandedoverbyAzdak,thecityjudge,todeterminethe
rightfulownerofthechild.
THESTORYOFTHEJUDGE

Rewindtothedayofthecoup,thedayGrushatookthechild.Thevillageclerk(scrivener),Azdak,hasbeen
poachinginthewoodsandcomesacrosssomeonehebelievestobearefugee.Hesheltershimforthe
nightonlydiscoveringafterthemanhasgonethatitwastheGrandDukehimself,whoescapedthe
clutchesoftherebelliousprinces.

RatherthanriskbeingfoundoutAzdakhandshimselfin,expectingtobepunished.Whenhegetstothe
courtroomheseesthehangingbodiesofauthorityfiguresandmistakenlyinterpretstherevolutionasa
people’srevolt.Hisshoutsofjoyareinterruptedbyasoldierwhotellshimhe’sgotitallwrong:it’snota
people’srevolutionbutamilitarycoup.Anuprisingbytherebelliouscarpetweaversresultedinallthe
hangingsandthesoldierswerebroughtintosuppressthem.Azdakisnearlyhangedbysoldiers.

TheFatPrincebringshisnephew(BizerganKazbeki)tobeinstalledasthenewjudge(theoldjudgehad
beenkilledbythecarpetweavers).Azdaksuggestthatthecandidate’sknowledgeinlawbetested.Ina
playwithinaplay,Azdakplaystheroleofthedefendant.Thesoldiers,aftertestingthenephewinamock
trialinwhichAzdakaccusestheFatPrinceofprofitingfromthePersianwar,makesAzdakjudgeinstead.

OvertwoyearsAzdak,withhistrustyassistantShauva,travelsthecountryturningjusticeonitshead,
accusingarapevictimofbeingarapistherself,sympathisingwithanoldwomanclearlyguiltyoftheft,
dolingoutlawasheseesfit.FinallytheGrandDukecomesback,theFatPrinceisbeheadedandNatella
Abashvillireturnsfromexile.Frightenedthathisbehaviouroverthelastcoupleofyearswilllandhimin
troublenowthatorderisrestored,AzdakpromisestohelpNatellagethersonback.

THECHALKCIRCLE

TheSingerintroducesustotheActbysayingitis“thestoryofthetrial.”Thetrialisaboutdeterminingwho
isthetruemothertoMichaelandinthisregard,Grushahascomebacktothecitytofacethelawfor
havingtakentheGovernor’sson.

Astheywaitforthejudgetocome,Simonappearsandswearshewillsayheisthefathertothechild.
ThenGrushaspotstheIronshirtwhomsheclobberedandthismakesherregretwhyshecametoNuka.
ThecorporalleavescursingashefearsexposingGrushabecausehewouldbeadmittingthatheranafter
thechildtokillit.

Thegovernorswife,Natella,arrives,inhercharacteristicstyle,shecannothidehercontemptforthelow



classandtheunderprivileged:“Atleasttherearenocommonpeoplehere,thankGod.Ican’tstandtheir
smell.Italwaysgivesmemigraine.”(pg88)

Azdakhavingbeendeclaredanenemyofthenewregime(forhavingworkedwiththeFatPrince)is
strippedofhisjudge’srobes.TheIronshirtsandthefarmerstearhisgownandbeathim.Heisabouttobe
hangedwhenamessengerarrivesannouncingtheGrandDukewouldlikeAzdaktoremainasjudge,asa
thankyouforsavinghislifethatEasterSunday.
AzdakpresidesoveratrialinwhichhemustjudgewhogetsMichael–Grusha,whohascaredforhimand
putherselfthroughhellforhim;orhisnaturalmother,Natella,whoabandonedhim.Aheateddebate
ensuesonwhoistherightfulownerofthechild.TheprosecutorsexplainthatGrushahasstolenNatella’s
childandrefusestohanditover.TheyadvancetheircasebysayingthatGrushadoesnothaveanyblood
relationswiththechild.Ontheotherhand,Grushalaysclaimonthechildbysayingthatshebroughthim
upandalwaysfoundhimsomethingtoeat.

Hearingbotharguments,Azdakisunabletodecide.Headjournsthecourttohearthecaseofanold
couplewhowantadivorce.Hetellsthemhe’llthinkaboutit.ReturningtoMichael’scase,Azdakinvokes
theancientwisdomoftheChalkCircle:Michaelisplacedinthecentreofacircleandwhoeverisstrong
enoughtopullhimoutmustbetherightmother.Grushawon’tpull,shecannothurthim.Azdakordersthe
womentorepeatthetrial.Grushaagaincannotpull.

Azdakjudgesthatshemustbetherightmother.Natellafaints.SimonandGrushathankAzdak,whosigns
thedivorcepapers–notthedivorceoftheoldcouplebutGrusha’sdivorcefromthemanshemarriedin
themountains.Everyonedances.Azdakdisappears.TheSingerexplainsthatthechildhasbeengivento
themotherwhowillbebestforit–and,remindingusoftheprologue,thatthelandshouldgotowhoever
isrightforit.

THEMES

CORRUPTION/GREEDANDMATERIALISM

Corruptionmainlyreferstolackofintegrityorhonestyandismainlymanifestedbyacceptingbribes.
Corruptindividualsusetheirprivilegedpositionstheyhavebeenentrustedwithtomakeillegitimategains,
thusunderminingtheirmoralintegrity.Theyareusuallydrivenbygreed.Formsofcorruptionvaryandcan
includebribery,extortion,nepotism,andgeneralembezzlementofmainlyofpublicfunds.

GeorgeAbashwiliismaterialistic.AshemakesprocessiontoenterthechurchfortEasterservice,many
beggarsandpetitionerstryinvaintoreachouttohim.WelearnthroughhiswifeNatellathatthegovernor
planstoteardowntheslumstocreateroomforthegardenoftheEastWingofpalace.

“Allthosewretchedslumsaretobetorndowntomakeroomforthegarden.”(pg15)

Afterthecoupandthebeheadingofthegovernor,weseeNatellainahurrytocollectherdressesand
shoes.SheabandonshersonMichaelassherunsforhersafety.Laterwelearnthatthemainreasonshe
isclaiminghersonMichaelfromGrushaistogetinheritanceofthevastgovernor’sestates.

TheIronshirtsarecorrupt.Theyusetheirprivilegedpositionstoexecuteothersandintheprocessmake
illegitimategains.OneIronshirtsays,“.......Thismorningtheystrungupthecityjudge.Asforuswebeat
themtopulp.Wearepaidonehundredpiastersperman,youunderstand?”TheironshirtsfollowGrusha
andMichaelsinceagoodpriceisoffered.

Azdak,thejudge,isoverlycorruptandhisgreedunstoppable.Heopenlytakesbribesinthecourtbefore
listeningtoacase.Hebeginsbysaying,“Iaccept,”meaningthatheiswillingtobebribed.

AsAzdakexecuteshisduties,hisdeedsdonotmeasureuptotheexpectedstandards.Hemakes
controversialjudgementsthatputhisintegrityintoquestions.Hesitsonthestatuebookwhendelivering



justice.Apointertohiscontemptforwhatisjust.Healsotakeswineinpublicasheexecuteshisduties.

ABUSEOFPOWER

Thegovernor,GeorgeAbashwili,issaidtobeasrichasCroesus.Hehassomanyhorsesinhisstableand
yettherearesomanybeggarsonhisdoorstep.Thisshowsthatheamassessomuchwealthforhimself
attheexpenseofhissubjects.Theypilealongthegatecarryingthinchildrenandholdingpetitions.They
cryformercyandreductionofthehightaxes.(pg14).

ThegovernorhashiredtwodoctorstolookafterhissonMichael-theappleofhiseyes.(pg15).Thisisin
contrasttothestarvingandsufferingcommonmenwhopushandshovetoseethegovernor’sheir.

ThegovernorplanstoteardowntheslumstostartbuildingtheEastWinggardenforhisson

Michael.Itdoesnotmattertohimthatthoseslumsarepeople’shomes.

Thesoldiersalsoabusepower.“...........soldierspushthecrowdbacklashingatthemwiththickwhips.”(pg
14)Whenthecrowdpushestohaveapeepattheirheir-babyMichael-thecrowdispushedbackbythe
ironshirtsusingthickwhips.

TheFatprinceabusespowerwhenheconspiresandoverthrowsthegovernorfrompower.He(TheFat
prince)thenordersthegovernortobebeheadedandhisheadhangedattheentranceofthepalaceforall
tosee.HethenorderstheironshirtstofollowGrushaandgetMichaelback;heintendstokillhimtoo.The
fatprincealsoabusespowerbypractisingnepotism,whereheintendstohavehisnephew,Bizergan
Kazbeki,tobebestowedasthenewjudge.“.............soI’veboughtalongmydearnephewBizerganKazbeki,
He’llbethenewjudge,hm?”(pg71)

Thejudge,Azdakabusespoweropenlybyacceptingbribes.Beforeconsideringanycaseheuttersashort
statement-Iaccept-tomeanheisreadytotakeabribe.Allthecaseshejudgesareinfavourofthe
sufferingpoor.Hefinesthewealthylikethefarmersheavily,inthiswayheabusespowertohelpthepoor.

LOVE/COMPASSION

Theplaywrightexploresthethemeofloveandfriendshipthroughvariouscharactersintheplay.Thisis
mainlyportrayedthroughtheparentallovebetweenthegovernorandhissonMichael,Grusha,thekitchen
maidandMichael,Grusha’sromanticlovewithSimonShashavaandfinallybetweenGrushaandher
brotherLavrentiVashnadze.

MichaeldoesnotexperiencethemotherlylovefromhisbiologicalmotherNatellaAbashwili.Fortunately,
hisfather,thegovernoroftheCaucasianCitybestowsonMichaelfatherlylove.Michaelisattendedtoby
twodoctorswhonevermoverfromhissidetokeephimingoodhealth.

TheFatprincealsonoticesthechildontheirwaytochurchandcommentsthat,“AndlittleMichaelisa
governorfrom headtofoot!”(pg15).Natella,Michael’sbiologicalmother,isjealousoftheattention
Michaelisgivenbyhisfather.Shesaysitisimpossibleforthemtoliveintheslumbuther

husbandwouldbuildtheEastWingforMichael sincehe isthe appleofthegovernor’seye.

“.............. willonlybuildforlittleMichael........... Michaelis all.......... (pg 18-19).Finallyshe

abandonshim.

GrushalovesMichael.Shehastoovercomeastrongtideofoppositionfromtheotherservantsbefore
sherescuesMichael.Thegroom tellsher,“Betterputhim down,Itellyou.I’drathernotthinkwhat’d
happentoanybodywhowasfoundwiththebaby.”(pg27)Theolderwomantellsher,Grusha,you’rea
goodsoul,butyouarenotverybright,andyouknowit.Itellyou,ifhehasplague



hecouldn’tbemoredangerous.”(pg 27).GrushawatchesoverMichaelthewholenightandby

morningasthewriterputsit,theseductionbetweenGrushaandMichaelicomplete,“............. till

morningtheseductionwascomplete .......shecreptaway,”(pg29).Shealsosavesthechildfrom

beingkilledbyseveralironshirts.Justlikeamotherwholovesherchild,shemakesseveralsacrifices.
Sheisforcedtobuyhimmilkatanexorbitantpriceusinghermeagreweeklypay.Sherisksherlifetosave
Michaelbyhittingacorporalwithawoodenlogandcrossesovertothe

NorthernMountainsusingabrokenbridge.Shehastomarrya“dyingman”-Jussup-forMichael’ssake
andthusrisksherengagementwithSimonShashava.

TheclimaxofGrusha’sloveforMichaelisshownatthetrialscene.Grushadefendsforherlovetowards
MichaelbysayingthatshebroughthimupandthatshemarriedbecauseofMichael.WhenAzdak,the
judge,asksforMichaelsothathecanchoosehistruemother,Michael’sloveforGrushaisseenwhenhe
smilesather.AfterdrawingtheChalkCircle,Azdakordersthetwowomentopullthechildoutofthecircle.
Meanwhile,Grusharefusestopullportrayinghermotherlyloveandfinallyshesays,‘Ibroughthimup!
ShallIalsotearhimtobits?Ican’t.”(pg98)

AsGrushafleestothenorth,shecomesacrossabridgeontheglacier.Sheisdeterminedtocrossbutthe
merchantscautionheragainstriskingherlifeandthatofMichael,Themerchantwomantellsher,

‘Butyoucan’ttakethechildonthatbridge.It’ssuretobreak.Andlook!(pg41)Thenextmanwarnsherto
thinkofthebaby,“Ithinkofthebaby.Riskyourlifenotachild’s(pg41).Thisshowstheirloveand
compassionforMichael.

TheloverelationshipbetweenGrushaandSimonisromantic.Itisalreadysealedthroughanengagement.
Theyexchangeintimatewordsandinquireabouteachother’sbackground.Simonremovesachainfrom
hisneckandtellsGrusha,“...........mymothergavemethiscross.....pleasewearit.”(pg22).Grusha
promisesSimonthatshewouldwaitforhim.Shesays,“SimonShashava.....itisjustasitwas.”(pg23).
GrushaisintroducedtotheideaofgettingmarriedtoJussupduetotheillegitimacyofthechild.However,
deepwithinher,shelovesSimonandwishesthattheunionwouldnotlastlongsothatshemayre-unite
withherfiancéwhomshethinkswouldwillinglytakecareofMichael.Thisturnsouttobetrue.

TrueloveunfoldswhenSimontestifiesatthecourtthatheisMichael’sfather.“Iam thefather,your
honour.”(pg93).TheclimaxofthesincereloveforeachotherisportrayedwhenGrushainformsSimon
that,“NowIcantellyou:ItookhimbecauseonthatEasterSundayIgotengagedtoyou.Sohe’sachildof
love.Michael,let’sdance.”(pg99).Thisshedoesafterthejudgementwhereshewinsthechild.
NEGLIGENCEOFDUTY/IRRESPONSIBILITY

Negligencereferstofailuretogivesomebodyorsomethingenoughcareorattention.Italsorefersto
failuretoperformone’sdutywhichimpactsnegativelyonothers.

GeorgiAbashwiliistheGovernorandthereforeresponsibleforthewelfareofthoseunderhim.Although
heisrich,hehassomanybeggarsfromthegateway,holdingupthinchildren,crutchesandpetitions.
Althoughtheyhavecomeforhelp,hedoesnotattendtoany.ItisEasterandthereforeonewouldexpect
hewouldbecompassionateenoughtolistentotheirgrievances.Theycomplainoftaxesbeinghigh.One
petitionerlaments:“Thechildisstarvinginmyarms(pg14).Althoughthereisaservantcollectingtheir
grievancesandanotherdistributingcoinsfrom apurse,noneoftheirpetitionsisattendedtoand
eventuallytheyaredrivenbackwithwhips.

Despitebeinginahighpositionandbeingresponsibleforthewelfareofthepeople,wearesurprisedto
learnthat,heknowsnothingabouttheapproachingwarandthereforenosafetymeasureshavebeenput
inplace.Whenaskedaboutthewar,heindicateslackofinterest.



TheGovernorhasignoredtheplightofhissubjects.Therearesomanyofthemintheslums.Tomake
mattersworsehehasdecidedtoteardowntheslumstomakeroomforagardenfortheEastWingheis
abouttoconstruct.Peoplearecomplainingofhunger,yethischildhastwodoctors,Thetwodoctorsare
alsoirresponsibleinthatnonewantstotakeresponsibilityoverthediscomfortofthechild.Theyblame
eachotheroverlukewarmbathwaterusedtobaththechild.

ThegovernorisinformedbyhisAdjutantthataninjuredyoungriderhascomeasamessengerfromthe
capital,bringinghimconfidentialpapers.Heneglectshisresponsibilitytoseehimandafterwaitinginvain
themessengermuttersacurseandleaves.Wearenotsurprisedwhenwelearnthattheplottingagainst
theGovernorbyTheFatPrincehappenedinthecapitalthereforewecanguessthatthemessenger
comestowarnhim.Eventually,thegovernorloseshislife.

ItisstrangethattheGovernorrefusestotalktothewoundedRiderwhenheappearsagainbutprefersto
conferwiththearchitects.TheAdjutantsaysofhim,“Thegovernordoesnotwishtoreceivemilitarynews
beforedinner-especiallyifit’sdepressing(pg19).Becauseofhisirresponsibilityinchoosinghispriorities,
heiscaughtunawaresandisbeheaded.Thatiswhythesingerlamentsovertheblindnessofthegreat
who,“...........gotheirwayslikegods....sureofhiredfists.Trustingintheirpower.Butlongisnotforever.”
(pg20)

ItistheheightofirresponsibilitywhenNatellaAbashwilitakeshertimechoosingthedressesandshoesto
carry.Shefinallyleavesandforgetsherchildwhomshehaddirectedtobelaidonthefloor.Sheisbusy
rummagingthroughclothingwhentheAdjutantisbusypleadingthattheyshouldrunfortheirlives.She
doesnotcareaboutthemanypeoplesheisexposingtodangerbyherdelay,Maro,aservant,realizesthat,
onlybeastscanleavechildrenbehind.Shesays,“Theyleftitbehind,thebeasts”(pg26)

Lavrenti,Grusha’sbrother,isirresponsibleandneglectsherwhenhefailstolookafterher.Hemarriesher
offtoatotalstrangerand“adyingman”itbecomesadoubletragedywhenJussupdoesnotdieand
Grushadoesnotknowwhattodowithatotalstrangerwhoisunawareofherplightandyetshecannot
marryherloverSimon.AsanolderbrotherofGrusha,Lavrentifailsinhisresponsibilitytosupporther.

Themonkhiredtoofficiatetheweddingisirresponsible.Heagreestojoinagirlto“adyingman.”

Wearesurprisedthat,themonk,amanwhoshouldbearolemodelisupholdingmoralsinasocietyis
calledfromatavern.Heisdrunk.

DECEIT,RELIGIOUSITYANDHYPOCRISY

Religionreferstohavingorshowingbeliefinandreverenceforadeityontheotherhandhypocrisyis
deceptionbypretendingtoentertainonsetofintentionswhileactingundertheinfluenceofanother.In
“TheCaucasianChalkCircle”casesofreligioushypocrisyarecommon.

ActoneoftheplaybeginswithGovernorGeorgiAbashwiligoingforEastermass.Heisaccompaniedby
hiswifeNatella,andMichael,theirchild.AlthoughhewouldliketopassasadevotedChristian,hisregime
hasoppressedthepeopleitserves.Astheyenterthechurch,beggarsandpetitionerscryoverallsortsof
problemsthatbespeaksofapeoplewhohavebeenlivinginanoppressiveregime.Theylament,“Mercy!
Mercy,yourGrace!Thetaxesaretoohigh.–IlostmyleginthePersianwar....Thechildisstarvinginmy
arms....thewaterinspectortakesbribes......(pg14)

AsfortheFatPrince,hypocrisyreignssupreme.Heattendschurch,wishestheGovernorahappyEaster
SundayandbowsbeforeMichael.Heticklesthechildaftercommenting,“Iloveagaysky.....littleMichael
isaGovernorfromheadtofoot!”(pg15).Healsotellsthegovernorthereisgoodnewsaftersomuchbad.
ThisistotaldeceptionthatheisloyaltotheGovernor’sfamily.PlanstobeheadtheGovernorandend
Michael’slifearealreadyinplace.WhilehedirectsthesoldiertofastentheGovernor’sheadinthemiddle,
hedisplayshishypocrisywhenhesays,“Thismorningatthechurch....Abashwili...Iloveagaysky....prefer



thelightningthatcomesoutofagaysky.”(pg28)

TheMonkwhoissupposedtobereligiouslyinclinedisportrayedashypocritical.Hepresidesoverthe
weddingbetweenJussupandGrushawhiledrunk.Heisfoundinthetavern(perhapstakingalcohol)by
Grusha;smother-in-lawwhothreatenstoexposehim.Heisalsopaidtodothesame.EvenwhenJussup
failstotakethevowsandinsteadhismotherdoesitonhisbehalf,hegoeshidingandhehastobelooked
forbythemother-in-law.Beingareligiousperson,hischaractershouldbebeyondreproach.

ItsmacksofreligioushypocrisyforJussuptogothroughtherigorousofawedding,amuchvalued
religiousceremony,yetheknowsheispretendingtobeadyingman.Grushaishypocriticalbecauseshe
isnotcommittedtothemarriageasshedoesitforownexpediency.
Themournersarealsohypocritical.Theygobbledownthecakewithoutbeingseriouslymournful.They
seemtoexpectantlylookforwardtothedeathofJussup.Theyaresincerelynotsad,onlygreedilywolfing
downthefuneralcakes.

Anikopretendstohavereligiousprinciplesthatshedoesnotpossess.Infact,herhypocriticalnatureis
displayedinhermeanness.Lavrentisayssheisverysensitive,“Peopleneedonlymentionourfarmand
sheisworried.”(pg48).Herservantsseemtosufferunderherassheshoutsordersallover.Themaid
maynotbewellpaid.Sheoncegoestochurchwithaholeinherstocking.Eversince,Anikohasworntwo
pairsofstockingsinchurch.Sheistrulyhypocritical,feigningtobeconcernedaboutGrushayetsheisnot.
Shehasfalseappearanceasadevoutwoman.Lavrentiisafraidofher.HetellsGrusha,“Youcan’tstay
herelongwiththechild.Sheidreligious,yousee.”

(pg46).Anikoidpaintedasreallyheartless.Sheistheexaggeratedembodimentofcertainaspectsof
religiousopinions.

Lavrentiisalsohypocritical.HealsomakesGrushawhoishonesttobedehumanizedbyleadingherto
engageinafakewedding.HecannotstandupforhissisterbutsingstothewhimsofAniko,“You

needaplacetogo......becauseofthechild.....haveahusband,sopeoplewon’ttalk.....canfindyoua

husband.”(pg48)

Themother-in-lawishypocritical.ShedeceivesthemournersthatGrushaisabridetoJussup.She
pretendsthatGrushacamefromthecitytofindJussupalive.Thefirstwomanconfidentiallyseemsto
knowJussupisfakingillessandneardeathtoavoidconscriptiontothewar.Anotherfeelsitwouldbea
blessingifhedoesnotsuffertoolong;soshewisheshediesespeciallynowheisofnouseasafarmeras
thecornisripeandthereisnoonetoharvest.

POLITICALANDSOCIALTURBULENCE

BertoltBretchthasprofoundlyraisedtheissueofpoliticalintolerancethathasconsequentlyresultedto
socialinstability.Therulingclasshasnoregardforthewoesofthehave-nots.Poorleadershiphasledto
violenceandsufferingofboththenoblesandthemasses.

First,wearepresentedwithadesperateanddeplorableCaucasianvillageduetowar.Itisdescribedas
warravagedandisinruins,“That’swherewestoppedthreeNazitanksbuttheappleorchardwasalready
destroyed......Ourbeautifuldailyfarm:aruin.”(pg97)Thenumberofvillageshavedeclinedandpeople
haverelocatedtootherareas.Wearetoldbyawoundedsoldier,“Comrade,wehaven’tasmanyvillages
asweusedtohave.Wehaven’tasmanyhands.”(pg8)Thevillagehasbeenruinedwithalmosteverything



beingrationed.“Allpleasureshavetoberationed.Tobaccoisrationedandwine.”(pg8)

People’snormallifestyleisaffectedasevidentwhentheGoatHerdingcommuneisforcedtorelocateon
ordersfromthegovernment.Theyfighttoreclaimthelandfortheyarenotsatisfiedwiththeirnewgrazing
land.Anoldmancomments,“Youcan’tlivethere.Itdoesn’tevensmellofmorninginthemorning.”(pg8)
Politicalintolerancehasbroughtfearandinsecurity.ThegirlTractoristnotesthatplanstorehabilitatethe
disputedvalleyhadbeenconceivedduringdaysandnightswhentheyhavetotakecoverinthe
mountains.Shesays,“Oftenwehadn’tevenenoughammunitionforourhalf-dozenrifles.Wecouldhardly
layourhandsonapencil.(pg10)

TheeffectsofpoliticalandsocialturbulencesarenotrestrictedtotheCaucasianvillageonly.From
Arkadi’sperformance,welearntthatthewarinPersiahasspilledtotheGrusinianpeople.Underthe
leadershipoftheGrandDukeandGovernorGeorgiAbashwilimajorityofthepoorpeoplehavebeen
renderedbeggars.TheGovernorisconfrontedbymanypetitionerswhoarenotcomfortableinthestate
ofaffairs,Thechildrenareemaciated.Somepeopleareinclutcheswhileothershavebeencrippleddueto
thewar.Theycomplainaboutthehightaxesandbriberyfromseniorpeoplelikethewaterinspector.The
samepeoplecannotwinthegovernor’seyeandsoldierscausefurthersufferingwhentheylashatthem
withthickwhips.ThestateofthepoorisdeplorableasevidentwhentheGovernorcontemplatesbringing
downtheirslumsinordertocreateroomforhisgardens.

Thepoliticalclassespeciallythenobleshavenoregardtothemasses.Michael-TheGovernor’sheirand
son-isservedbytwodoctors,HeistheappleoftheGovernor’seye.Thegovernorisnotperturbedbythe
sufferingofthepeople.Heiscontemptuouseventothepeoplewhohavetoprovidehimwithsecurity
briefsfromthecapital.Ariderwithconfidentialpapershastowaituntilthe

GovernorattendstheEasterSundayserviceandthelatter‘attends’hisvisitors-architects-atdinner.Itis
thisindifferencethatleadstheprincestostageacoupandsubsequentlyordersforhisexecution.

Thecoupcomeswithnumerousharrowingeffects.Thesingercomments:“whenthehouseofagreatone
collapsesmanylittleonesareslain.”(pg20).Theservantspanicandfearfortheirlivesasillustrated
whentheyask,“whataboutus?We’llbeslaughteredlikechickens.Asalways.’......Thereisbloodshedin
thecity,theysay?(pg21)

CoupresultstopeoplebeinginternallydisplacedasseenwhentheGrandDukefleesandseeksrefugeat
Azdak’splace.TheGovernor’swifeisalsorelocatedtosafergroundswhileGrushadisappearstothe
NorthernMountainstoprotectMichaelwhomthesoldiersdesperatelywanttokill.

Politicalinstabilityhasbredinhumanandsadisticcharacters.Thesoldierswhobeheadthegovernoralso
fastenhisheadonthewallwithnails.Moralconscienceislostamongpeopleliketheoldmanwhocannot
sympathizewithMichael.Grushahastopleadtogetmilkforthebaby.Hetellsher,“milk?Wehaveno
milk.Thesoldiersfromthecityhaveourgoats.Gotothesoldiersifyouwantmilk.(pg31)

Grushaisforcedtopaytwopiastersforadrop.ThepeasantwomanwhomGrushathinkswillhidethe
babyfromtheIronshirtsbetraysherbydenouncingMichael.Shetellsthesoldiers,“Soldier,Ididn’tknow
athingaboutit.Pleasedon’tburntheroofoverourheads.....Ihadnothingtodowithit.

Sheleftitonmydoorstep.(pg38)Thefabricthatholdsthesocietytogetherhasthereforebeen
dismantledbypoliticalinstability.

ANTAGONISM/CONFLICTS/DISPUTES

Aconflictisadisagreementthatariseswhentwoormorepartiesdisputeorfailtoagree.TheCaucasian
ChalkCircleaddressesanumberofthesedisputes.
Intheprologuethereisaconflictbetweentwolandownersoverthevalley-TheGoatHerdersCollective
FarmandtheFruitGrowingCommune.Theyarearguingovertheownershipandusageofthevalley.The



GoatHerdersclaim theyaretheoriginalownersofthevalleybuthavebeenforcedtofleebythe
governmentbecauseofwar.Theyhavecomebackbecausethelandtheyhaverelocatedtoisnot
favourablefortheirgoats.UnfortunatelytheFruitGrowershavelaidelaborateplansforthevalleywhich
theywillirrigate.Theypurposetoestablishfruitandvineorchards.ThedelegatefromTiflishelpssettle
thedifferencebetweenthetwocommunes.

ThereisaconflictbetweentheprincesandtheGrandDuke.Theprincesswanttotakeoverpowerand
leadershipfrom theDukeandhisGovernors.TheconflictleadstostagingofacoupwheretheGrand
DukeisexiledandtheGovernorofNuka-GeorgeAbashwili-isbeheaded.ThejudgeoftheSupremeCourt
ishangedandAzdakmadethejudge.

ThereisconflictbetweenGrusha-Governor’skitchenmaid-andNatellaAbashwili.Theybothclaim
motherhoodrightstoMichael.NatellaclaimsthatsheisthebiologicalmotherwhileGrushaclaimsright
overthechildsinceshepickedhimandnurturedhimfortwoyears.Themotherclaimshimoutofgreed
forproperty.TheconflictidresolvedbyjudgeAzdakwhodrawsacircleroundthechildandasksthetwo
topullthechildfromthecircle.Grushahesitatestwiceandthejudgerulesinherfavour.

AnotherconflictdevelopsbetweenGrushaandJussup.WhenGrushagetstoherbrother’shomeinthe
NorthernMountains,Lavrenti-herbrotherschemestohavehermarriedtoa“dyingman”ironicallyitturns
outthatJussuphasallalongfeignedillnesstoevadewarandwhennewsbreaksoutthatthewarisover
he‘recovers’andGrushaishorrified.ShehadengagedherselftoSimonShashavaandcannotimagine
cheatingonhim.Jussupcomplainsthatsheisnotfulfillinghermatrimonialduties.Heargues,“Can’tthe
peasantdoitherself?Getthebrush.....youaremywifeandyou’renotmywife......Godhasgivenyousex..
(pg56-57).ThedisputeissettledwhenAzdakgivesGrushaadivorceandthensheisfreetomarrySimon.

ThereisconflictbetweenGrushaandSimonwhenthelatterreturnsfromwarandfindsherattheriver
washinglines.WhenheseesMichael,hethinksthatshehasbeenunfaithfultohim.Hegetsemotional
andwalksaway.HelateronrealizesthatthebabybelongedtoNatella.Hecomestohelpheracquirethe
childduringthefamouschalkcircle.HeevenliesthatheisthefathertoMichael.

Otherexamplesofconflictarebetween:

I) AzdakandShauwa

AI) Azdakandlandowners

BI) ThemonkandJussup’smother

IV) Grushaandthecorporal

SELF-SACRIFICEANDSELFLESSNESS

Thisistheactofgivingupwhatonehasorwantssothatotherpeoplecanhavewhattheyneed.Itis
actingwithlessconcernforyourselfthanforthewelfareorsuccessofothers.Onecaresmoreaboutthe
needsandhappinessofotherpeoplethantheirown.
Grushaisthebestexample.Whenthegovernor’swifeandherpersonalservantforgetMichael,Grusha
takescareofhim.Otherservantsadvisehertoabandonthechildforherowngood.Oneoldwomantells
her,“Grushayou’reagoodsoul,butyouarenotverybrightandyouknowit.(pg27)

GrushatriestoleaveMichaelbutrealizesshecannot.Thesingertellsusthatafterlookingatthebaby,
Grushahearsasifitistellingher,“woman”itsaid,’Helpme”(pg28)

Despitethedangerintown,Grushawatchesoverthebabythewholenightandthenextdaytakeshim
withher.Onthewayshehastobuythebabymilk.Whentheoldmansellstoherthemilksoexpensively,
shedecidesnottobuy,butonrealizingthebabyneedsitsobadlyandthejourneyislongshegoesback



andbuysthemilk.

Thebaby’sweightweighsonherbackbutshemoveson.Shedecidestosavethebabyfromstarvingby
leavingitoutsidethedoorofaFatpeasantwoman.ShetellsMichael,“Thepeasantwomaniskind,and
can’tyoujustsmellmilk”(pg34)Shehidesbehindthetreeandobservesthewomancarrythebabyinto
thehouse.

Sherisksherlifewhenshehitsthecorporaltosavethebaby.“Againlookingroundindespair,sheseesa
logofwood,seizesit,andhitsthecorporalovertheheadfrombehind”(pg39).Itisduringherescapethat
shedecidestoadoptthebaby.

GrusharisksboththeirlivesonordertogetawayfromtheIronshirt.ThisiswhenshereachesJanga-Tau
Glacier.Noamountofwarningcanstopherandshecrossesthedangerousbridgeafterturningtheoffer
bythemerchantwomantohidethebabyforher.“Iwon’t,webelongtogether.....livetogether,dietogether.”
(pg41)

Grushahastobearthediscomfortofherbrother’shome.Shemakesanothersacrificeasshehastolive
withahardtopleasesister-in–law.Tosurviveshehastobecrafty.ShetellsMichaeltheyhavetobe“As
smallascockroaches..thesister-in-lawwillforgetweareinthehouse.”(pg47)

Grusha,whoisalredyengagedtoSimonandhaspromisedtoawaithisreturnendsupgettingmarriedto
a‘dyingman’–Jussup-tomakeMichaelhavealegitimatefather.Thisisanothersacrificethatshemakes.

SheendangersherlifebyfollowingtheIronshirtswhohavetakenMichael.Sheisawantedpersonfor
havingattackedandinjuredacorporal.WhatmatterstoherisMichael.Shegoesthroughthecourt
procedureforMichael.Itisoutofherself-sacrificethateventuallyGrushawinsthecase.

Othercharactersthatmakesacrificesforthewelfareofotherpeopleare;

LavrentiwhotriesasmuchashecouldtoensurethatGrushaiscomfortableinhishouse..

SimoncommitmenttoGrushacallsforsacrifice.Hehasbeenawayfortwoyearsandremained
loyaltoher.

Simon’sbigsacrificetoaccompanytheGovernor’swifeasherguardtoTiflis.

ShalvatheadjutantmakessacrificeswhenherhelpsNatellaescapeduringthecoup.Heremains
loyaltothegovernor’sfamilydespitetherisksasthepublichasturnedagainsttheauthority.

SOCIALCLASSINEQUALITY

ThereisexistenceofsocialclassesinthesocietydescribedintheCaucasianChalkCircle.Thereisunfair
differencebetweengroupsofpeopleinthissociety.Somearewealthierthanothersandenjoyahigh
statusoropportunitiesasopposedtoothers.Thediverselifestyleenjoyedbythegovernorandhisfamily
isincontrasttotheobjectpovertythelowlycitizenhastoendure.GeorgiAbashwiliis

“richasCroesus”(pg13)“hadahealthybaby...somanyhorsesinhisstable(pg13-14)Insharpcontrast
“somanybeggarsinhisdoorstepsomanypetitionershiscourtyard.....Heenjoyedhislife”

(pg14)

Thegovernorandhisbeautifulwifegotochurchguardedbyextremelymanysoldierswhoareathis
service.Beggarsandpetitionerspourfromthechurchgatewaywithcomplains.Theydisplaythinchildren
tothegovernor,othersholdupcrutchesandpetitions.Theyareapitifulsight.Thesocialdifferenceisdue
tothepoorgovernance.Thegovernor’sfamilyisexpensivelydressed.Natelladeridesthepoor,For



instanceonpage18shesays“It’simpossibletoliveinsuchaslum....”Whensheentersthecourt,sheis
relievedthattherearenocommonpeople:“Ican’tstandtheirsmell.Italwaysgivesmeamigraine.”(pg88)

Fromtheonset,shedislikesAzdakandonpg89shesays,“IdislikedthatmanfromthemomentIsaw
him”Natella’sbehaviourischaracterizedbyfalseprideandanexaggeratedsenseofself-importance.She
doesnothavetimeforthepoorbeggarsandherservantsandonlyidentifiesherself.Hercontemptforthe
poorisseeninthecourtwhenheseesMichaelandlamentsthatheisin‘rags.’

TheclassofpeopleconscriptedtofightthePersianwarhavebeenmaimed,yettheyhavenotbeen
compensated.Thedowntroddenhavesufferedinjusticewhiletheyareinnocent,“Mybrotherisinnocent,
yourGrace“misunderstanding”-worsestilltheysufferfromhunger.

BETRAYAL

Tobetrayistohurtpeoplewhotrustyouespeciallybynotbeingloyalorfaithfultothem.

Whenthegovernorisbeingarrested,theironshirtsoftheplaceguardwhoaresupposedtoguardthe
governorrefusetoobey.TheystarecoldlyandindifferentlyattheAdjutantandrefusetoobeyhimwhen
hecommandsthem.ThedoctorsbetraytheAbashwilifamilyimmediatelytheyrealizethegovernorhas
beenarrested.(pg21)“onthatlittlebrat’saccount”

TheFatPrinceiswiththeGovernoratthechurchandevenwisheshimahappyEaster,yetheistheone
wholeadstheironshirtsinarrestingtheGovernor.

Grushaisbetrayedbythepeasantwomanwhomshehadtrustednottorevealpresenceofthechild.She
isalsobetrayedbyherbrother.ShehasbeenaskedbySimonwhereshewouldhideandsheconfidently
saysshewouldruntoherbrotherintheNorthernMountains.Whenshearrivesthere,herbrothercannot
hostherwiththechildbecausehesayshiswifeisreligiousandcannothosther.

Insteadofbeinggivenawarmwelcome,Grushastayslikeafugitiveinherbrother’shouse.Inordertoget
heroutofhishousehegetsher‘adying’husbandandwhenhe‘resurrects’shefindsherselfwitha
husbandshedoesnotlove.

Jussupbetrayshisfellowyoungmen,thegovernmentandhismotherwhenhepretendstobeseriously
sicksothathedoesn’tgetdraftedtowar.
SimonfeelsbetrayedbyGrushaasshehaspromisedtowaituntilhereturnsaftergivingcompanyto
Natellaandguardingheronthewaytotheloyalguards.Whenhecomes,sheisapparentlymarriedand
hasachild.Hedoesnotknowthecircumstancesthatleadhertogetmarriedorthenatureofthe
marriage.HefeelssobetrayedthathecannotevengethiscrossbackbutdirectsGrushatothrowitinto
thestream.

NatellabetraysherownchildandherhusbandwhensheescapesleavingMichaelinthecourtyard.She
ordersaservanttoputdownthechildinorderfortheservanttorunforherlittlesaffroncolouredbootsto
matchwithagreendress.Thebabyisleftbehind.

JUSTICE.

InCaucasianChalkCirclethewriterexploresonthebeautyoffairandreasonabletreatmentofpeople.
Throughthelegalsystemusedtopunishpeopleisnotperfectthepeoplewhohavecommittedcrimesare
somehowbroughttojustice.Justiceisafundamentalthematicconcernintheprologue.Themeeting
betweentheGoatHerdersandtheFruitGrowersismeanttodeterminewhichpeopledeservetoownthe
valley.TheGoatHerderswhoformerlyownedthelandhadvacatedattheapproachofHitler’sarmies.
TheirintendedresettlementencountersoppositionfromCollectiveFruit

Farmers.Withtheirdelegatestheysitinacirclesignallingtheirdeterminationtonegotiatebetween



themselvesinordertoreachafairandreasonabledecisionwithoutpervertingthecauseofjustice.A
delegatefromTiflispresidesoverthecase.Bothsidespresenttheirargumentsastothereasonwhythey
aredeservingownersofthevalley.Theyarriveataconsensusthroughthevoiceofreasonratherthatby
theruleoflaw.

Thepetitionersandbeggarsbitterlycryforjustice.Thegovernordemurstoheedtotheirpitiablecallsfor
fairtreatment.However,reasondoesnotprevail;thesoldiersareguiltyofabstractingjusticebylashingat
thepitifulpetitioners.Theyareheavilytaxedandexpectthewaterinspectorwhotakesbribestobe
broughttojustice.

Duetotheinjusticethepeoplesuffer,theyaresomehowrewardedwhentheFatPrincesandsoldiersplan
acoupd’état.ThegrandDukeandhidgovernorsareoverthrown.Althoughthelegalsystemusetopunish
peopleliketheGovernorandtheFatprinceiscrude,thepeopleengageinadministeringjusticeare
convictedthattheyarejustifiedtoputthecriminalstothegallowsfortheirheinouscrimes.

Thesingervoicestheimportanceofacceptableandappropriatehandlingoffellow humanbeings.
AlthoughAzdakisacriminal,hearguesthatheshouldnotbearrestedforstealingonlyarabbit.He
expressestheopinionthatShauwaisaworsecriminalforcatchingpeopleandwillbejudgedbyGod.
LaterAzdakdenouncedhimselfforcommittinganunpardonablecrimeofignorantlylettingtheGrand
Dukeescape.HepersuadesShauwatochainhimandtakehimtobejudgedinNuka.Hebegstobeshred
topiecesbecauseheisconscience-stricken.Thiswayjusticewillprevail.

Azdakdispensesjusticealthoughnotinafastidiousormeticulousmanner.Itisjusticeinhisownfashion.
Heharboursasoftheartforthevulnerableanddowntrodden.Heencountersnorestrictionsofthestatute
bookwhichheseatsoninsteadofmakingreferencetoit.Theperiodofhisjudgingisdescribedas“abrief
goldenage,almostanageofjustice.”(pg99).However,hedoesnotacquainthimselfwiththelegal
systemofthestatutebook.Hecarriesnot,theprofessionaldemeanourofajudge.

Hepresidesoveranumberofcasessomearehandledsimultaneously;Mostoftheaccusedareacquitted
thoughprovedguilty.Theplaintiffsarecondemnedandfined.Azdakrulesinfavourofthedoctorwhois
guiltyofprofessionalnegligence.Azdakturnsjusticeupsidedowntothereliefofthevulnerable.Hisruling
iscontroversial.HedeclarestotheDoctor;youhaveperpetratedanunpardonableerrorinthepracticeof
yourprofession;youareacquitted.(pg77)Ludovicaisaccusedofcommittinganintentionalassaultyet
sheisthevictimofrapebythestablemanwhoisnotsentenced.

Heacquitstheoldwomanguiltyoftheftanddrinkswiththethief,bandit–Irakliwhomheaddressesas
piousman.Heofferstositonthefloorandoffersthejudge’schairtotheoldwoman.Shauwa’sofficial
designationisprosecutor,howeverhedoublesupasasweeper.Thisdisplayslackofseriousnessincourt.
Sometimesthejudge’schairiscarriedtothetavernwhereAzdakcarriesjudgementwhiledrinkingwine.
Thesingercomments“Azdakbrokerulestosavethem”(pg82).Herendersverdicttosavethepoor“The
poorandthelowly.”Hedispensesjusticeinhisfashion.

WhenthelandownerstakelawintotheirhandstogetrevengefornotgettingjusticefromAzdak,itishis
previoushumantreatmentoftheDukethatsaveshimfromthegallows.JusticesprevailstofavourAzdak
whoisreappointedjudgebytheorderandauthorityoftheGrandDukewhohasreturned.Thisdramatic
turnofeventsoffersmoreroomforAzdaktopresideoverothercasessuchasthefamousChalkCircle.

ThewriterusesGrushaasavehicleofjustice.ShefearlesslycondemnsAzdakforbeingcorrupt.

Azdakasksher,“Youwantjustice,butdonotwanttopayforit.”(pg94).Grushacommentssarcastically,
“Afinekindofjustice”(pg94)I’dtellyouwhatIthinkofyourjustice,youdrunkenonion!”(pg95).Grushais
rewardedforherhumannature.

CHARACTERANDCHARACTERIZATION



Acharacterisapersonwhotakespartintheactionsofaworkofart.

GRUSHAVASHNADZE

Sheisakitchenmaidinthegovernor’spalace.SheisafiancétoSimonShashavaandasisterto

LavrentiVashnadze.

Sheistheheroineintheplay.SherescuesMichaelwhoisabandonedbyherfleeingmother,Natellaafter
thecoup.Tosurviveshemakesseveralsacrificesandchoicesshestayswithhimfortwoyears.Sheis
describedas;

a) Loving/Caring/Concerned

SheisconcernedaboutSimon’sfatewhenheisdelegatedtobeNatella’sAbashwili’sguardafterthecoup.
Shesays,“Isn’titdangeroustogowithher.YouareamanSimonShashavawhathasthatwomangotto
dowithyou’(pg22)
SheisconcernedabouttheplightoftheGovernorsheasks“Whathavetheydonewiththegovernor”

(pg26)WhenMichaelisleftbehindbyhismotherNatella.Shepickshimuptosparehimfrombeingkilled
bythesoldierswhoarelookingforhim.Shedoesthisdespitethefactthatotherservantsatthepalace
dissuadehertodoso)pg27).ShehaslaindownallherlifeforthewelfareofMichael.

b) Courageous/Bold/Daring/Brave

HercouragehasbeenmotivatedbyherwilltodefendMichael.Sheisnotafraidevenatthelawcourts.
WhentoldbyjudgeAzdakthatshewouldbefinedtenpiastersforcontemptofcourtsheresponds,“Even
ifitwasthirty,I’dtellyouwhatIthinkofyourjustice,youdrunkenonion”(pg95)

Shehitsthecorporaluntilhecollapsesandgetsachancetofleewiththechild.Inadaringmove,she
crosssesthebrokenbridgedespitetheimpendingdangerandrisks.Inthecourtroom,sheconfrontsthe
Governor’swifeandsays,“Youwanttohandthechildovertoher,shewouldn’tevenknowhowtokeepit
dry.Sheissorefined.(pg94)Grushaknowshowtofightforherrights.

c) Motherly

SheismoremotherlytoMichaelthanhisbiologicalmother.Whenpeopleruntosavetheirlivesandforget
thebabyshesitswiththechildallthroughthenightuntildawn.Thenshetakeshimaway.Shesuckled
Michaeljustlikeamother,andrealizingthatheisnotsucklinganymore,shegoestothepeasantandtells
him,“Thebabymustbefed”(pg32)

Atthetrialscene,GrushacannotbringherselftopullMichaelfromthechalkcircle.Whenaskedwhyshe
isnotparticipatingshesays,“Ibroughthimup!ShallIalsotearhimuptobits?Ican’t(pg

98)ThistestmakesjudgeAzdakchoosethemotherwhoismotherly.GrushaadoptsMichaelbringingout
herdeeperfeelingsasamotherwoulddo.Shesays“Sincenooneelsewilltakeyouson....we’llseeit
throughtogether.”(pg39)ShedoesseveralselflessactionsforthesakeofMichael.

First,shegivesuphermoneyforthechild,payingtwopiastersformilkthengoesbacktosaveMichael
afterleavinghimwiththepeasantwoman.SheevengetsmarriedbreakingherpromisetoSimon.

D)Defensive/Abusive

Whenthegovernor’swiferemarksthatMichaelisin‘rags’and“Hemusthavebeeninapigsty”(pg97)
Grusharetorts,“I’mnotapigbuttherearesomewhoare!’’InthecourtroomwhenAzdakinitiallyfinesher



tenpiastersforcontemptofcourt,shereferstohimasa“drunkenonion”(pg55)

E)Determined/Resolute

SheisdeterminedtokeepMichaelthatwhenthecorporalgoestotakealookatMichael,sheseizesalog
andhitshim intheheadwithit,knockinghim down.Herdeterminationisalsoexemplifiedwhenshe
succeedsingettingacrossthebrokenbridgethusriskingherlifeandMichaels.Atthecourtwhensheis
askedbyjudgeAzdakifshewouldwantMichaeltogobacktohermothersothathecanberichand
powerfulshesays,“Iwon’tgivehimup.Ihaveraisedhimandheknowsme.”(pg17)

F)Possessive
Whenaskedbyacookwhyshemustholdontothebabyatanypricewhenthebabyisn’thersshesays,
“He’smine.Ibroughthimup(pg87)

G)Appreciative

WhenSimonofferstohelpherbyswearingthatthechildishis,shesaystoSimon,“ThankYou”(pg87)’

H)Obedient

ShehastomisstheEasterSundayServicetoattendtothemaster.“Iwasdressedtogobuttheyneeded
anothergoosesforthebanquet.

AZDAK

Initiallyheisavillagerecorder/clerkbutafterheisaccidentallychosentobethejudgebytheironshirts.
Herepresentsthevoiceofreasonandsocialjusticeashetakesfromtherichandgivestothepoor.Heis
inchargeofdeterminingwhothemotherwillbeinthechalkcircle.

Duringhisinitialappearanceinstageheisinragsanindicationthat,helivesinabjectpoverty.Sinceheis
thevillagerecordereconomichardshipstriggeredbyanoppressiveandunstablegovernmentmusthave
contributedtohisdegradation.

Heisadynamiccharacterwhodespitehismanyfaultsonecannotfailtoadmirehim.Azdakcanbe
describedas:-

i) Intelligent/wise/skilful/knowledgeable

HehasfirsthandknowledgeaboutpoliticalaffairsinPersia.Henarratestotheironshirtsaboutthe
politicalturbulenceinthecountry,whenconsultedbytheironshirtsaboutinstallationofanewjudge;he
portrayshimselfasintelligentlyreasonableandsensible.Heproposesthatthejudgetobeappointed
shouldbevetted.“testedtothemarrow’(pg71)

HeskilfullysingsthesongofinjusticeinPersiainwhichheisusedasavehicletohighlightevilssuchas
inhumanity,injustice,corruption,economicdevastationandpoverty.

Intheplaywithinaplay,heintelligentlyimitatestheGrandDuke’saccent.Hisdefenceisquiteimpressive.
Hedisplaysknowledgeabouthowtheprinceswerecorruptanddidnotlosewarbecausethatcorruptly
mademoneyoutofit.“warlostbutnotfortheprinces.Princeswontheirwar.Got3,863,000piastersfor
horsesnotdelivered,8,240,000piastersforfoodsuppliesnotproduced”(pg

74)Theskilfulandintelligentwayinwhichheputsuphisdefencemakeshimheinstalledasthejudge.

Asajudgehedisguiseshisintentionswell.HeasksforpaymentfromtheprosecutorsandGrusha.Asthe
prosecutorsareabletopayhimwell,theysmilewithreliefthinkingthathewouldbeontheirside,He



seemstobehardonGrushaespeciallywhenhesayshewantstobetoldthetruthandespeciallywhenhe
tellsher,we’llmakeitshortandnotlistentoanymorelies(toGrusha)especiallynotyours(pg93)Weare
surprisedwhenhelaterrulesthecaseinherfavour.
HeisabletoexchangeadialogueusingproverbswithSimontofurtherhisargument.WhenSimon
impliesthat,sincehehasbeengivenworkbytherulingclasshethinksheisofthesameclass,he
answers“Betteratreasureinmanurethanastoneinamountainstream(pg94).Hemeansalthoughthe
nobilityarecorrupt,theyareprovidinghim withameansoflivelihood,ratherthanwhenhewouldbe
starvingwiththemorallyuprightpeople.

TheideaofthechalkcircleisasignofintelligenceonAzdakpartasitfinallyprovesthatmotherhoodis
notjustthebiologicalprocessbutalsotheemotionalattachmentonehastowardsthechild.

ii) Hospitable/Accommodative/welcoming

Heaccommodatesanoldmaninhishut,whoturnsouttobetheGrandDuke.Althoughheisinragshis
generosityisseenwhenheoffersastrangercheeseandaplacetosleep.

iii) Considerate/Judicious/Sensible

Helistenstobothsidesgivingthemchancestoexplaintheirsideofthestory.Afterthefirstlawyerhas
presentedhiscase,AzdakasksGrusha:“Whatisyouranswertoallthisandanythingelsethelawyer
mighthavetosay”(pg91)Whenshejustanswersthatthechildishers,heasks,“Isthatall?Ihopeyou
canproveit.WhyshouldIassignthechildtoyouinanycase.”(pg91)

Heissensiblewhenherefusestodivorceacouplewhohavebeenmarriedforthelastfortyyearsbut
wantstogetdivorcesimplybecausetheydon’tlikeeachother.

Justiceisdonewhenthecircleisdrawnandthemothersareaskedtopullthechildoutofit.

iv) Cautious/suspicious/discerning

Heiswaryofthewaytheoldbeggarbehavesandhediscernsthatthebeggarmayactuallybedisguised”
donotlickyourchopslikeaGrandDuke.......watchingyougivesmethemostawfulideas.....flogger.”(pg
64)

Whentheoldmanofferstogivesomehundredthousandpiasters,hecannottrusthimwhenhesayshe
doesnothavethemoneywithhim.Hehandleshisguestandthepeopleheinteractswithalotofcaution.
Hedoestrusttheoldman,“....InshortIdon’ttrustyou.”(pg66)

v) Remorseful/contrite

Hesuffersfrom guiltconscienceandreproachfullydenounceshimselfwhenherealizesthathehad
harbouredandlettheGrandDukeescape.“Inthenameofjustice,Iasktobeseverelyjudgedinpublictrial.
I’mcontemptible,Iamatraitor!Abrandedcriminal.”(pg66)

Hisconsciencealsoprickshimforhavingtreatedpeopleinjudiciously.“I’llhavetopayforit.Iletthe.....and
....outsgetawaywithmurder.I’llhavetopayforit....”(pg84)

vi) Humorous

HemakesajokeincourtwhenitisexplainedthatGrushaisengagedtoSimonyetismarriedtoapeasant
inthemountainvillage.HeaskswhethershedidsobecauseSimonwasnotgoodinbed.

vii) Abusive/disrespectful/insolent
Heinsultstheoldbeggarwhenhediscoversthatheisnotabeggar‘......walkingswindler!Peasantflogger



andaleech.”Hetellstheoldbeggar“Icouldn’thandoverabedbugtothatanimal”(pg65)referringto
Shauwa.Heinsultstheironshirtswhohavebeenbeatinghim.Headdressesthenasdogslivinginthe
dogworld.(pg89)

Viii)Corrupt/unscrupulous/undisciplined

Heisoverlycorrupt.Beforehepresidesoveranycasehesolicitsforabribewhenhesays,“Iaccept”onpg
77thesingertellsusthatheiscrooked.

Thewayhehandlesthecourtcasesleavesalottobedesired.Hesitsinthejudge’schairpeelinganapple.

Heseemsoverwhelmedbythenumberofcaseshehastohandleandsohedecidestohandletwocases
simultaneously.

Hesometimespresidesoverseriouscasesoutofthecourtwherethejudge’schairhastobecarried.

Heentersfromthecaravansary.......carried(pg77)

Hepresidesoveranothercaseinthetavernwhiledrinkingwine.

Insteadofreferringtothestatutebook,hesitsonit

Hesitsontheflooranddoessomepersonalgroominginthecourtroom.“Azdaksitsonthefloor
shaving......”(pg83)

Thereisn’tastandardwayofchargingclientsanditseemsallarechargeddifferently.Grushaisfirstfined
ten,thentwenty,thenthirtyandfinallyforty.

viii) Immoral

Onpage93whileaddressingGrushahesays,“Ishenogoodinbed?Tellthetruth”thisisinreferenceto
Simon.

Inthecourt,headmonishesGrushafornot,“makingeye.....andwigglingherbacksidealittletokeep
him.....ingoodtemper.”(pg95)

GEORGIABASHWILI

HeisthegovernoroftheGrusinianpeople,Natella’shusbandandMichael’sfather.Heisbeheadedon
EasterSundayafterhisbrothertheFatPrincesuccessfullystagesacoup.

Heisdescribedas;

I) Irresponsible/inhuman/insensitive

Helackscommitmenttothepeopleheisserving.Heuseshispositiontomistreatthepoorandtheless
fortunateinthecityofNuka.Thedeplorablenatureofthebeggarsandpetitionersshowsthattheyhave
beenneglectedandarelivinginabjectpoverty.
Heismoreconcernedabouthispersonalinterests.Heintendstobringdowntheslumstopavewayfor
hisgarden.Heengagestwodoctorstotakecareofhissonyetthebeggar’schildrenarethin,withscarcely
anythingtoeat.

HehasaccumulatedsomuchwealtharoundhimthatthesingercompareshisrichnesstoCroesus(a
kingofLydiawhowasknownforhisriches)



Hiscontemptforthepoormassesistelling,whenheignoresthemasheentersthechurch.

BI) Loving

Hereferstohissonastheappleofhiseye.Twodoctorsareresponsibleforhim.Heisreadytobuilda
wholewingwhichmakeshiswifeNatellajealousoftheirson.

NATELLAABASHWILI

SheisthewifetoGovernorAbashwiliandbiologicalmothertoMichael.Whenthecouptakesplace,she
leavesbehindherchildandlater,shetriestoreclaimhimbackfromGrusha,theladywhosalvagedhim.

Sheisportrayedas;

I) Materialistic/greedy

Sheissomuchconcernedwithearthlythingsandwealththatsheevenforgetsherchildwhensheis
fleeing.Shecannotimagineleavingbehindherpersonalpossessionssuchasdresses.Thisisdone
obliviousofthedangersheisexposingherselfandtheservantsto.“I’vegottotakethissilverdress-itcost
athousandpiasters...thewinecolouredone?”(pg25)Shedesperatelyrummagesintothetrunkslooking
forhermostvaluableessentials.Shecannotevendreamofescapingonahorsebackdespiteprevailing
danger.“Suchnonsense!Iwouldn’tdreamofgoingonhorseback!”(pg25)

AI) Contemptuous/Vain/proud/self-centred

Herbehaviourischaracterisedbyfalseprideandanexaggeratedsenseofself-importance.Shedoesnot
havetimeforbeggarsandherservants.

Sheonlyidentifiesherselfwithpeopleofclass.Sheinsultsayoungwomanwhoalreadyassuredherthat
noharmhascometoherdress.“Nothinginyourhead,butmakingeyesatShalva....I’llkillyou,youbitch.”
Shebeatsuptheyoungwoman.(pg24)
Sheisoffensivebynature.Shelacksrespectforhumanbeings.ShereferstoAzdakasacreature.

“WhatsortofacreatureisthatShalva”(pg85)shecommentsthatMichaelmusthavebeeninpigsty
becauseheisdressedinrags.

Whensheentersthecourtroom,shesighswithreliefthatthereisnocommonmanaround.Shesaysshe
cannotstandtheirsmellasitalwaysgiveshermigraine.ShelooksatGrushaandaskscontemptuously,
“Isthatthecreature”(pg88)

BI) Careless/irresponsible

SheordersthewomanholdingMichael,Natella’sownsontoputhimdownsothatshecangetherlittle
saffroncolouredbootsfromthebedroom.Sheisnotinterestedinthechild.Nowonderthechildisleft
behindassheflees.

IV) Pretentious/Hypocritical

Thefirstlawyercautionsheragainstspeakingdisrespectfullyaboutpeopleuntiltheyhaveanotherjudge,
sheretorts,“ButIdidn’tsayanything.....Ilovethepeoplewiththeirsimplestraightforwardminds.It’sonly
thattheirsmellbringsonmymigraine”(pg92)

Atthecourtroom,shepretendsthatsheisveryaffectedbythelossofherchild.Shedescribesherlossas,
“Amostcruelfate,sir,forcesmetodescribetoyouthefortunesofabereavedmother’ssoul,theanxiety,
thesleeplessnightsthe.......”(pg92)



V) Wicked

WhenAzdakisliftedupanddraggedunderthenoose.Thegovernor’swifeclapsherhandshysterically
andcomments,“IdislikedthatmanfromthemomentIfirstsawhim.”(pg89)

SHAUWA

HeisapolicemanandaguardthataccompaniesAzdaktoNukaonrequesttoacourttrial.Hedoublesup
asaprosecutorandasweeperincourtduringAzdak’stermasjudge.

Hecanbedescribedas;

I) Compromising/tolerant/patient

HedoesnotarrestAzdakforhiscriminalactivityofstealingrabbits.Insteadhetriestoreasonwithhim,
“....Whenprince’srabbitsarestolen......I’mapoliceman....shouldIdowiththeoffendingparty

(pg65).AlthoughAzdakremainsstubbornandunwillingtochangehisbehaviourShauwaistolerantand
patientwiththis.Hetellshim,“Youcaughtanotherrabbit....you’dpromisedmeitwouldn’thappenagain.”
Azdakclaimstherabbitshouldbeexterminated.Heisobliviousofthetrickycircumstanceheplaces
Shauwain.Thelatteristolerantandpersuasiveinstead,Azdakdon’tbehardonme.I’lllosemyjobifI
don’tarrestyou.Iknowyou’reagoodheart”(pg65).ShauwaisapolicemanwithpowertoarrestAzdak
butinsteadAzdakincriminateshimandordershimtogohomeandrepentwhichShauwadoes.

AI) Obedient/Submissive/Accommodating
HecooperateswithAzdakwhorequesthimtotakehimtoNuka.Heisforcedtowalkhalfthenightwith
Azdaktoclearthewholethingallbythreat.AllShauwasaysis,“Thatwasn’tniceofyouAzdak“(pg66)

HetakesordersfromAzdakeveninthecircumstanceswhenhehastherighttorebel.Azdakshoutsat
him,“shutyourmouthShauwa,”shauwadoesnotrespondtothisangryoutburst.(pg67)

HeobedientlyagreestotelltheironshirtshowAzdakhadshoutedatshoemakerstreetwhenorderedto
byAzdak.“Theyconfrontedhiminbutcherstreet...ShoemakerStreet.That’sall”(pg67)Heisorderedby
AzdaktosingwithhimasheholdstheropearoundAzdak.Hesings.

BI) Agreeable/Responsible

Heappearstobeapleasantperson,quiteeasytogetalongwith.DuringthereignofAzdakasjudge,he
takesresponsibilityofthedifficultdutiesasbeingprosecutorandatthesametimesweepingandserving
Azdaklikeaservant.

HereportstoAzdakanddoeswhatheisorderedtodo.“Publicprosecutordropyourknife”(pg78)

Shauwaobeys.

ShauwareportsallthecasestoAzdakwithoutinfluencinghimandshowinganybias.HeservesAzdak
wineinthetavern.“Shauwabringshimwine”(pg79)sometimeshereportsthecaseswhilesweeping”
(busysweeping)“Blackmail”(pg76)

IV) Caring/Concerned

WhentheGrandDukereturnsandAzdakisscaredthathewillfacetheconsequencesofhisactions,



Shauwawarnshimwhenhepresumesthereisdanger“someone’scoming”(pg84)

SIMONSHASHAVA

HeisasoldierofthepalaceguardwhoremainsatthedoorwhentheGovernorandhisfamilyenterthe
Church.Heisorderedtoaccompanythegovernor’swife,NatellaAbashwiliasherguard.HeisGrusha’s
betrothed

Heisportrayedas:

I) Loyal/obedient

HeacceptstoaccompanytheGovernor’swifeasherguardtoTiflis.Hetakesuptheresponsibilitydespite
therisksinvolvedinbeingidentifiedwiththeGovernor’sfamily.Grushawarnshim,isn’titdangeroustogo
withher”(pg21)

WhenorderedbytheAdjutanttomove,hestandsattentionandgoesoff.

AI) Inquisitive/Curious

InhisencounterwithGrusha,heasksceaselessquestions.“MayIaskiftheyoungladystillhasparents”-
Mysecondquestionisthis,”-istheyoungladyashealthyasafishinwater.”
WhenhecomesbackfromthewarandfindsGrushabytheriver,hewantstoknowwhethersheissill
faithfultohimandwhetherthechildishers.

BI) Faithful

Forthetwoyearsheisawayforwar,heremainsfaithfultoGrusha.Thisexplainswhyheiseagertoknow
therelationshipbetweenMichaelandGrusha.ToshowhiscommitmenttoGrushaheofferstoassisther
inthecaseandevensaysthatMichaelishis.

IV) Humorous

HisconversationwithGrushaonPg17-18isfullofhumour.“Agoose(Hefeignssuspicion)I’dliketosee
thatgoose.Ionlywentforafish.

V) Loving/concerned/responsible

Whenhereturnsfromwar,hegoestolookforGrushaattheNorthernMountains.Heasksher“Howare
thingshere?Wasthewinterbearable?”

WhentheGovernoristoppledandkilledhecomestolookforGrusha:“Grusha!Thereyouareatlast!What
areyougoingtodo?(pg21)

WhenheisdelegatedtoaccompanyNatellabytheAdjutantandGrushacomplains.Heanswers

“Thatwomanhasnothingtodowithme.IhavemyordersandIgo”(pg22)

HecaresaboutthewelfareofGrushawhenheacquiresabouttheparents,whethersheishealthyandif
sheisimpatient.

HegivesGrushaasilverchaintocementtheirrelationship.Heisalwaysthereforher.



VI) Impatient/Hottempered

HedoesnottaketimetolistentoGrusha’sexplanationthatshehasbeenfaithfultohim.Tohimsheis
marriedandhasason.Hetellsher,“GivemebackthecrossIgaveyou.Betterstillthrowitinthestream.”
(pg61)

VII) Wise/Prudent

HemakesuseofseveralproverbsinanswertoAzdak

“Afineday,letsgofishingsaidtheanglertothewarm”(pg94)

“Awellcan’tbefilledwithdew,theysay”(pg90)

VIII) Appreciative

WhenherealizesthatAzdakhasgrantedGrushadivorce,heissogratefulthathetellsthejudgethatforty
piastersarecheapwhenoneconsiderswhathehasgained.“Cheapatyourprice,yourhonour.Andmany
thanks.”

LAVRENTIVASHNADZE
HeisGrusha’sbrotherandhusbandtoAniko.WhenGrushafleestothemountains,heaccommodatesher
andmakesarrangementforhertogetmarriedtothe“dyingman”-Jussup.

Heispotrayedas;

a) Fearful/cowardly/timid

ThemannerinwhichhequietlyandquicklyinquiresfromGrushawhetherthereisafathertothechild
indicatesthatheisfearful.Heisintimidatedbyhiswife.DuetothisLavrentianxiouslysaysthattheymust
thinksomethingup.

HefearsthatthepriesthadquestionedGrushaaboutthechildandonlygetsrelievedtohearthatGrusha
didnottellhimanything.

Heisfearfulofthepeoplewhoarealreadygossipingabouttheillegitimatechild.

DuetothefearofhiswifeandpeopleheorganizesforafakemarriageforGrushasothatpeoplewon’t
talk.“Sopeoplewon’ttalk“(pg49)Thesingercomments,“Thecowardlybrother.......giverofshelter”(pg
47)

b) Hospital/welcoming

WhenGrushafleestothemountainsandfinallylandsathishome,hewelcomeshercordiallydespitethe
initialfearshehasonhowhiswifewillreact.

c) Deceitful/dishonest/untrustworthy/untruthful

HeliestoAnikothatGrushaisonherwaytoherhusbandandGrushasaysshegotmarriedtoamanon
theothersideofthemountain.

HeplanstostealAniko’smilkmoneytouseitforGrusha’swedding.

Tocoveruphiswife’sweaknesses,hepurportssheissensitiveandreligious.



d) Crafty/cunning/scheming

InordertogetridofGrusha,heplansforhermarriagewithadyingman.Hedoesthissecretlywithout
informinghiswife.

HewantstoensurethattheydonotsuffershamesohemakespeoplebelievethatGrushaactuallyhada
husbandontheothersideofthemountain.“Peoplemustn’tknowanything”(pg47).Heorganizesthe
marriagewithoutconsultingGrushainitially,onlytoinformherlateraboutthearrangement.

Hehidesthebabyfromthemonkandonlybringsoutthebabywhentheceremonyisoverforheknows
verywellthatthevowscannotbereversed.

ANIKO

SheisLavrenti’swifeandasister-in-lawtoGrusha.Sheisportrayedas;

a) Hypocritical/pretentious
Sheisportrayedasbeingreligiousbutlacksreligiousqualities.Grushaarrivesattheirhomewornoutand
tires,allsheisconcernedisaboutGrusha’ssinglestatus.“Ifyourhusband’snotinthecity,whereis
he....hasyourhusbandgotafarm...butwhenwillhecomebackifthewar’sbrokenoutagainaspeople
say?”(pg46)

LavrentiexplainstoGrushathatshecannotstayforlongwiththembecauseAnikoisreligious.

“.....butyoucan’tstayherelongwithchild.She’sreligious;yousee(pg46)

b) Arrogant/proud

WhenGrushafaintsshesays,“Heavensshe’sillwhatarewegoingtodo....aslong....asitsnotscarlet
fever.......ifit’sconsumptionwe’llgetit”(pg45-46)

ShekeepsonshoutingtotheservantsSosso!Whereonearthareyou?Sosso!(pg46)

c) Cold/Unwelcoming

WhensheisintroducedtoGrushainsteadofwelcomingher,sheasks“Ithoughtyouwereinservicein
Nuka....wasn’titagoodjob?Wearetolditwas.

LavrentihastodefendhertoGrusha“Shehasagoodheart.Butwaittillaftersupper(pg46)

GrushaevenhastotellMichael,“Michaelwemustbeclever,ifwemakeourselvesassmallas
cockroaches.Thesister-in-lawwillforgetwe’reinthehouseandthenwecanstaytillthesnowmelts”(pg
47)

MOTHER-IN-LAW

SheisthemothertoJussup.ShemakesarrangementwithLavrentitohavehissistermarriedtoherson
Jussuponhis‘deathbed’

Sheisportrayedas;

a) Materialistic/greedy

SheistobepaidbyLavrenti400piastersforhavingGrushamarryJussup.Whenshediscoversthatthere
isachild,Lavrentihastooffer200piastersmoreandshereadilyagreestohavethemarriagetakeplace



“MyJussupdoesn’thavetomarryagirlwithachild...allrightmakeitanother200piasters.(pg50).She
hiresacheapmonktoperformtheweddinginordertosave.“Shesavedonthepriestthewretch.Hireda
cheapmonk(pg50)

b) Opportunistic

Takesadvantageofherson’sillnesstomakemoneybymarryinghimoffonhisdeathbed.“Thesonofthis
peasantwomanisgoingtodie....Howmuchdoesthepeasantwant?Fourhundredpiasters”(pg49)she
alsogetsachancetoaddmoremoneywhenshediscoversthatthebridehasachild-Lavrentihastoadd
twohundredpiastersmore.

c) Hypocritical/dishonest

WhensheseesGrushawiththechild,sheweeps,sayingthatherpeoplearehonestandshedoesnot
wanttolivewiththeshame.
ShemakesthemonkacceptthatJussuphasacceptedthemarriage:“Ofcourseheis!Didn’tyouhearhim
sayyes?”(pg51)

d) Pretentious

Whenshearriveswiththemonk,shetellstheguests“Ihopeyouwon’tmindwaitingafewmoments?My
son’sbridehasjustarrivedfromthecity.Anemergencyweddingisabouttobecelebrated(pg51).Grusha
hasnotarrivedfromthecitynorisshehersonsbeloved.Whenthemonkandsheenterthebedroom,she
tellshim,“Imighthaveknownyoucouldn’tkeepyourtrapshut”(pg

51).Thismeanssheisnotamusedbythearrivaloftheguests.Whenthemonkinquiresaboutthechild,
shetellshim,“Isthereachild?Idon’tseeachild...youunderstand?(pg52)

ARSENKAZBEKI

HeisreferredtoastheFatPrince.HeisabrothertotheGovernor.Heplotsandstagesacoup,withthe
helpofironshirtsthatleadstothekillingofhisbrother-TheGovernor.WhentheGrandDukereturnsafter
twoyearsheisdeposedandbeheaded.

Heisportrayedas;

a) Hypocritical/insincere

Hepretendstobesomuchpleasedwiththegovernor’sfamilythathebowsandremarkssarcasticallythat
Michaelisagovernorfromheadtofoot.”

HehypocriticallytermsGeorge’sintentionofbringingdownslumstopaveroom forthegarden,good
news.“Goodnewsaftersomuchbad”(pg5)HehasinstigatedwaragainsttheGrandDukeandthe
Governor;Heintendstooverthrowthegovernment.Hethenclaimsthattheuniversallylovedjudgehas
beenhanged.“Myfriends,weneedpeace,peaceinGrusinia!Andjustice!SoI’vebroughtalongmydear
nephewBizerganKazbeki(pg71)

Hepretendsthathewantstheironshirtstoconferanddemocraticallydecidewhoshouldbejudgeyetat
thesametimeinformshisnephew,“Don’tworrymylittlefox.Thejob’syours(pg71).Moresoheintends
toignoretheIronshirtsoncetheGrandDukeisarrested.Hetellshisnephew“andwhenwecatchthe
GrandDuke,wewon’thavetopleasethisrabbleanylonger.”(pg71)

b) Sadistic/callous/inhuman

HeschemesforthemurderoftheGovernorandonceheisexecuted,heordersthedrunkensoldiersto



fastenhisheadonthewallusingnails.HedesperatelylooksforMichaelsothathecankillhim.

Hecomments,“It’sapitytheytookthebratalongthough,Ineedhim,urgently”(pg28)

c) Crafty/scheming/cunning

HeschemestoinstallhisnephewasjudgebyinfluencingtheIronshirtsbuttheystagearehearsalwith
thenephewactingasjudge.Hetellsthenephew.“Itisn’tcustomary....whogottherefirst.”(pg

72)

d) Corrupt

Hefightsforhisnephewtobeinstalledasjudge.Theironshirtsoutwithiminhisowngameandthe
positiongoestoAzdak.
e) Greedy

HisplantooverthrowthesystemrunbytheGrandDukeismotivatedbygreedforpower.Heevenkillsthe
Governor,hisbrother,andactthatshowstheextenthungerforcontrolandpowercanpushoneto.Since
evilbegetsevil,heisexecutedthesamewayhekilledhisbrother.

LANGUAGEANDSTYLE

Styleinliteraturecanbedescribedashowtheauthorusesliteraryelementssuchaswords,sentence
structureandfigurativelanguagetodescribeevents,ideasandobjectsintheirwork.

Stylisticdevicesrefertoavarietyoftechniquesusedbywriters.

PLAYWITHINAPLAY

Playwithinaplayinvolveshavinganotherplaywithinthemainplay.Itisimportantasithelpsinplot
development,bringingoutvariousthemesandcharactertraits.Theplay“TheCaucasianChalkCircle”is
threestoriespresentedinone;ThestoryoftheGoatHerdersandFruitfarmers,ThestoryofGrushaand
MichaelandThestoryofAzdakasthejudge.thesearethuspresentedasplayswithinthemainplay.

Thestoryof“TheCaucasianChalkCircle”,borrowedfromaChinesetaleispresentedasaplaywithina
play.Thereisameetingofthedelegateswhoaretryingtoresolvethepuzzleofwhoownsthepieceof
landbetweenthefruitfarmersandthegoatkeepers.Whenanagreementisreached,thepeasantwoman
ontheleftinvitesArkadiTscheidse,thesinger,toentertainthem.

ThereisalsoaplaywithinaplaywhenMichaelandotherchildrenenactthebeheadingoftheGovernor.It
isusedtoshowtheextentofevilinsocietyasthechildrenwhoaresoinnocentclearlyportrayit.Michael
refusingtobetheonetobebeheadedshowsheisthechipofftheoldblock-the

Governor’sson.Itisalsoasatireofcriticismofthesenselessandcruelbehaviourinthesociety.Theplay
withinaplayisusedtobringouttheselfsacrificingnatureofGrusha.Asseenwhenshetakescareof
Michaelasheownson,throughitvariousstylistictechniquessuchasuseofsong,Ironyandflashback
areevident.Variousthemessuchashypocrisy,negligenceofdutyamongothersarealsobroughtout.

ThestoryofAzdakthejudgeisalsoaplaywithinaplay.ItbeginswhenAzdakhelpstheoldbeggarwho
lateturnsouttobetheGrandDuke.ItendswithAzdakjudgingGrusha’sandNatella’scaseusing“The
CaucassianChalkCircle.”Thisplaywithinaplayexemplifiesthethemesofjustice,abuseofpowerand
greed.

AnotherplaywithinaplayiswhentheFatPrincewishestoappointhisnephewBizerganKazbeki,asthe



judge.HerequeststhedrunkenIronshirtstovethim.TheyperformamocktrialwhichinvolvesAzdak
whoposesastheGrandDukeandthenephewposesasthejudge.TheIronshirtstakesuptherolesofthe
peoplewhohavecometolistentotheproceedingsofthecase.Azdakisblamesofrunningthewarbadly
butheinsteadblamestheprincesratherthanhimself.Heisabletomakeseveralsuccessfulattackson
theprince’scorruption.Here,welearnhowtheprincesmismanagedthewarandblameditontheGrand
Duke.Thenephewfailstomakeajudgementsince
heisout-wittedbyAzdakandtheironshirtsunanimouslysettleonAzdakasthejudge.Thefirstironshirt
tellshim,“Gotothejudge’sseat!NowsitinIt!(pg74)

JUXTAPOSITION/CONTRAST

Thisisastylisticfeatureusedbywriterstoputpeopleorthingssidebysideinordertoshowthecontrast
ortheirdifferences.Thisstylehasbeenusedtoenhancedramaticeffect.

TheactofGovernorGeorgeAbashwilienteringthechurchisjuxtaposedwiththeimageofthesoldiers
pushingthecommonpeopleoutoftheway.Thiscontrastunderminesthereligioussignificanceofgoing
tochurch.Thisisexemplifiedwhenthesoldiersays,“Getback!Clearthechurchdoor.”(pg14)

GrushabuysmilkforMichaelandpaystwopiasters.Thisisherweek’ssalary.Thisamountofmoney
usedisasacrificeforMichael.Thiscontraststhe100,000piastersofferedtoAzdakbythe

Dukeforonenightlodging‘....persuasion!Payhundredthousandpiastersonenight,Itellyou...whereare
they?”(pg64).Thiscontrastismeanttobringtoforetheglaringgapbetweentherichandthepoor.This
satirisesthesocietythatputsmorevalueonmoneytoshowthedifferenceinthelevelsofwealthinsocial
classes.Consequently,Azdakuseshispositiontotakefromtherichandgivethepoor.Thus,hefinesthe
richinvalid,TheBlackmailer,theinnkeeper,andthefarmersallofwhomarewealthy.

DuringtheweddingofJussupandGrusha,themonksays,“Dearweddingandfuneralguests!”(pg

53).Thisdepictstwocontrastinglifeeventualities,onerepresentingcontinuityandtheother-end.

Thereisalsoaninstanceofjuxtapositionwherethegoatandfruitfarmersareplacedsidebysideto
establishthedeservingownersofthevalley.

NatellaandGrushaarejuxtaposedtoestablishthedifferenceinleveloflove:truemotherlyloveforachild
andloveformaterialwealthoutoftheperilofthechild.

OthercharactersthathavebeencontrastedareLavrentiwithhiswifeAniko,SimonandGrusha,Grusha
andotherpeasantsworkingfortheGovernor,amongothers.

HUMOUR

Despitetheoccurrenceofseriousissuesexploredwithintheplay,therearehumorousincidents.Weare
presentedwithdoctors;MikaLoladzeandMishikoOboladze.TheyareinchargeofMichaelandquarrel
overtrivialissues.

“MayIremindyou.....thatIwasagainstthelukewarmbath....morelikelyasightdraftduringthe

night.YourGrace....nocauseforconcern,yourGrace.”(pg15-16)

ItishumorousthatthesetwodoctorsdescribedasdignifiedwouldquarreloverMichael’scoughing.

Inanothercomicepisode,thetwoargueoverwhomwilltakechargeofNatelllanowthatshehasfainted
afterchaosanddeatheruptinthepalace.
“NikoMikadze,itisyourdutyasadoctortoattendNatellaAbashwili....youneglectyourduty........”



(pg21)

Itishumoroustofindthetwogoingtoanextentoffightinginthemiddleofacatastrophe.Thishumour
servestolessenthetensionthatiscreatedwhenGeorgeisassassinated.Italsobringsoutthecharacter
ofthetwodoctorsasincompetentandirresponsiblecharacters.

WhenSimonencountersGrusha,thereishumourwhenhesayshewatchesoverherasshewasheslinen
bythewillows,“There’smore.Yourtoesandmore....yourfootandalittlemore....(pg18)

Thereishumourwhenadrunkenpeasantsings,“Therewasayoungwomanwhosaid:IthoughtI’dbe
happier,wedbutmyhusbandisoldandremarkablycoldsoIsleepwithacandleinstead”(pg54)

WhenShauwaknocksatthedoor,Azdaksaysthatheisnotin.AzdakexplainshimselftoShauwapossibly
toescapethearrest.“....Shauwadon’ttalkaboutthingsyoudon’tunderstand.Therabbitisdangerousand
destructivebeast.Itfeedsonplantsespeciallyonthespeciesofplantsknownasweeds.Itmusttherefore
beexterminated,“headds,“I........manismadeinGod’simage.NotSoarabbit....I’m arabbit-eater,but
you’reamaneater...gohomeandrepent.”(pg65)

SATIRE

Satirereferstothewayawriterridiculesanindividualorthesocietyinahumorousway,withanaimof
bringingdesirablechange.

Theplaywrightexposesweaknessofleaderswhohavebeenentrustedwithpowerandfailtodowhatis
expectedofthem.Peopleareoppressedandliveinmisery.Thebeggarsandpetitionersarecryingthat
theydonothaveenoughtoeatandtheyfeelneglected.

Thepolicingadministrationiscriticizedfortheinhumantreatmentofthesufferinglot.Theylashthem
withwhipstokeepthemawayfromtheGovernorandhisfamilyinsteadofsympathizingwiththeirplight.

Thegovernorandhiswifepretendtobereligiousyettheydisplaytheircontemptforthelowlyclass.The
governorisapoliticalleaderbutsurprisingly,lacksinterestinpoliticalmatters.Heignorestheriderwho
hasconfidentialpapersfrom thecapitalinpreferencetopersonalmatters.Instead,hemeetsthe
architectstodiscussbuildingplans.Thegovernorisignorantofseriousissuessuchasameetingheldby
princesinthecapitalinwhichacoupwasplanned,ironically,oneofthearchitectsisfullyawareofthe
plantooverthrowtheGrandDukeandhisGovernors.(pg15).Hispoliticalnatureisbeingridiculed
becausebeinginpoliticalpositionmeansheoughttoaccordpoliticalmattersseriousconsideration.

Thepoliceadministration’sbrutality iscriticizedfortheinhumantreatmentofthesufferinglot.

TheylashthemwithwhipstokeepthemawayfromtheGovernorandhisfamilyinsteadofsympathizing
withtheirplight.
TheFatprincepretendstobesomuchpleasedwiththegovernor’sfamilythatheevenbowsandremarks
sarcasticallythatMichaelisa‘governorfromheadtofoot’andyethehadplannedtokilltheGovernorthat
veryday.WhenhetellstheGovernorhelovesagaysky,heisnotsincere.

Aniko,wifetoLavrentiandsister-in-lawtoGrushaclaimstobereligious,However,sheispresentedas
mean,egocentric,selfishandinhospitable.ShebulliesaroundherhusbandandtriestothrowGrushaout
ofthehouseasshefearswhattheneighbourswillsayforhostinganunmarriedwomanwithachild.

Themonk’sreligioushypocrisyisalsosatirized.Heisexpectedtobereligiouslyinclinedbuthehasmany
weaknesses.HeoverseesGrusha’smarriagetoJussupwhiledrank.Heisactuallypaidtoperformthe



ceremonybutasamonk,heisexpectedtodevotehislifeandtimetoreligiousmatters,whichhedoesnot.

TheGovernor’swifeissatirizedthroughhervainbehaviour.Shedoesnothavetimeforthepoorbeggars
andherservantsandonlyidentifiesherselfwithpeopleofclass.Afterthecouphermainconcernisthe
clothessheisgoingtocarry,“onlyessential!.......thegreenone!Andofcourse,theonewithfar
trimming.....”(pg24)Onthesamepagesheadds,“........getmylittlesaffron-colouredboots.....Ineedthem
forgreendress.”Inhastetosaveherdresses,sheleaveshersonMichaelassheflees.WhenMichael
coughsNatella’sattentionisdrawntohimandshewantstoknowwhatisup.Sheevenasksherhusband
whetherhehadheardthebabycough.Shethengivensasternwarningandadvisesthetwodoctorsin
chargeofthechildtobemorecareful.WhenheseesMichaelafterheisbroughtinbytheironshirts,she
remarksthat“He’sinrags”(pg97)

Natellahasverylowregardfortheunderprivileged.(pg18),shesays,‘It’simpossibletoliveinsucha
slum,,,,”Whensheentersthecourt,sheisrelievedthattherearenocommonpeople:“Ican’tstandtheir
smell.Italwaysgivesmemigraine.(pg88)Fromtheonset,shedislikesAzdakand(pg89)shesays,“I
dislikedthatmanfromthemomentIfirstsawhim.”Thisforeshadowsthefactthatshemaynotgetafair
judgementfromhim.

IRONY

Ironyreferstoanincongruitybetweenwhatmightbeexpectedandwhatactuallyoccursoris.Itisalso
theuseofwordsthatconveyameaningthatisoppositeofitsliteralmeaning.Therearedifferenttypesof
ironyforexampleverbalironywherethespeakersaysdirectoppositeofwhatismeant.Dramaticirony
occurswhentheaudienceknowsfactsinatextwhichacharacterinthetextisignorantof.Othertypesof
ironyaresituational,comicandtragicirony.

Theplaywrighthasusedthisstyleinseveralareasin‘TheCaucasianChalkCircle.’Theironyofsituationis
thatGeorgeAbashwili,theGovernorplanstoremodelandenlargehispalace.“.....intheafternoonhis
Excellencywillconferwithprominentarchitects.”(pg19)Heevenproposestopulldownthepeasant
shacksontheestate.Natellasays,“Allthosewretchedslumsaretobetorndowntomakeroomfora
garden.’(pg15).Thisisironicalinthatthiswillbeagardenfortheprivilegedattheexpenseofthepoor
majority.IronyisfurtherseenwhenthissameestateisconfiscatedforthestateatthecourtwhenAzdak
declaresitwouldbegiventothepeopleandmadeintoaplaygroundforchildren.Hesays,“....yourestates
falltothecity...Azdak’sgardens.”(pg98)
AlsotheGovernor’splansdonotpullthroughbecauseheisexecutedthatafternoon.ThePlay

WrightusesthenoblechildMichael,tobringoutirony.BeingtheonlysontotheGovernor,hehastwo
doctorsforhismedicalcare.Itisironicalwhenthecouptakesplace,thedoctorsNikoMikadzeandNika
Loladzeabandonthechild.Mikasays,“......Doyoureallythink......littlebrat’saccount?”

(pg21).Thesituationalironyisthatthechildhastwodoctorswhilethecommonpeoplearesuffering.The
Governor’swife,whothinksthattheGovernorpaysmoreattentiontoMichaelthantoher,ismore
concernedwithherelegantdressesandforgetsherbaby.Ironically,Grushaaservantgirlsavesthechild
frombeingkilledbytheFatPrince.Sheismorewillingtobeaguardiantotheinfantthanherwealthy
mistress.Thebiologicalmotherofthechild.

TheincidentwhenGrushaplanstoabandonMichaelatthedoorstepofapeasantwoman’shousehas
beendevelopedthroughuseofirony.Grusha’splansarewellintentionedsinceshethinksthepeasantwill
bekindenoughtogiveMichaelmilkandsheassumesthatarefarenoughfrom thecity.Thisis
exemplifiedwhenshesays,“nowyouhavewetyourselfagain...youcan’taskthatcanyou?’(pg34).Irony
isbroughttotheforewhenherthoughtsaredisplayedinthechorus,“becauseIam single....someone
who’snewlypoor.”(pg35).Whenshemeetstheironshirtssherunsbacktosave

Michael.Ironically,herplanwiththepeasantwomanbetraysGrusha,whohitsthecorporaloverthehead
withalogofwoodjusttosaveMichael.



WhenGrushamanagestocrosstherottenbridge,shelaughsherwaytofreedomandshowsthe

Ironshirtsthechild.Ironically,thisfreedomdoesnotlastforlongasshesuffersinherbrother’shouse
becauseofMichael.Sheistooweaktowalkandhersister-in-lawwhoisportrayedtobereligious
ironicallydoesnotapplythereligiousprinciplesbutuses‘religion’asanexcusetokick

Grushaoutofherhome.LavrentionlyallowsGrushatoliveinhishouseoverwinter.Duetothesame
reasonshehasgiventohis‘religiouswife’overGrusha’smaritalstatus,LavrentiforcesGrushatomarrya
‘dyingman’from theothersideofthemountains.Thisisespeciallybecauseofthepresenceofthe
illegitimatechild.TheironyofthesituationisthatthebrotherlylovethatGrushahadexpectedfrom
Lavrentiisnotforthcoming;heendsupcomplicatingGrusha’slivewhenheorganizesforthefake
wedding.

Jussup,Grusha’sdyinghusband,illnessisdevelopedinanironicmanner.Thepeasantscommenton
Jussup’shealthstatus.TheyinitiallythoughtJussupwasfakingillnessinordertoavoidbeingdraftedin
towar.TheyregrethavingfeltthatwaybecauseJussupreallyappearsabouttodie.Whentheguests
continuetotalkandeat,oneofthemremarksthatthearmycannolongerdraftanyoneasthewarisover.
Jussupsuddenlysitsupinbed;themostironicpossiblescenarioofhisdeathisnomore.Heisaliveand
kicking.

Azdak’sjudgementatthecourtispresentedinanironicmanner.Brechthasusedthisstyletopointout
thatAzdakisadisappointedmanandwouldnotcausedisappointmenttoothers.Thejudgment
pronouncedonthecasesinironical.Thedoctorwhooperatesapatientonthewronglegisacquittedfor
perpetratinganunpardonableerroronhispractice.Thefarmerwhoaccusestheoldmanforreceivinghis
stolenanimalisfinedfivehundredpiastersandironicallythesuspectismadetositthesametablewith
thejudge“....yougrannyandyou....andAzdak!”(pg82)
Natella,theGovernor’swife,isusingthechildMichaelasameansofacquiringinheritance.Herclaimthat
sheisthemotherofMichaelisnotduetohermotherlylove.TheChalkCirclebringsoutanironictwist
whenGrushadoesnotpullMichael.Ironically,NatellatherealmotherrushestopullthechildbutGrusha
says,‘Ibroughthim up!ShallIalsotearhim intobits?Ican’t!(pg98)Thisdeterminedthedeserving
motherastheonewhoismotherly.

USEOFIMAGERY

Imageryreferstotheuseoffigurativelanguagetorepresentideas,objectsoractions.Itcanalsobe
definedastheuseofdescriptivelanguagethatappealstooursensesofsight,hearing,touch,smelland
taste.Thisismainlydonethroughmetaphorsandsimiles.

a) Metaphors

Ametaphorisafigureofspeechinwhichanexpression(wordorphrase)whichordinarilyreferstoone
thingisusedtodenoteanotherinordertosuggestasimilarity.Itsuggeststhelikenessbetweenthetwo.

ThegirlsTractoristsays,‘Istartedthefiremyself,”Thismeansshestartedtheonslaughtherselfagainst
theNazis.(pg97)

Thereisalsoreferenceto‘abloodytime’(pg13).Thisdenotestimeofwarcharacterizedbyviolenceand
death.

Inthechorus(pg32),theironshirtspursuingGrushaarelikenedto‘bloodhounds’,dogsthatareknownfor
theirpowerfulsenseofsmell.



Onpage65,Azdaklikenstheoldman(grandprince)toabedbugtosuggestheisa‘pest’

AzdakthinksitisLudovikawhoassaultsthestablemanwitha‘dangerousweapon’whichmeanssheis
provocative.

TheFatprincereferstohisnephew‘mylittlefox’(pg71)tohintathistraitsandtoshowhowconfidenthe
isthathewillbemadethejudge.

b) Similes

Thisisafigureofspeechthatdirectlycomparestwothingsthatarerelatedusingconnectivewordssuch
as–“like”,“as”or“resembles”

TheGovernorGeorgiAbashwiliisdescribedthus:‘HewasrichasCroesus,”(pg7)thiscompareshimto
thekingofLydiawhowasdefeatedbyPersiansandwasknownforhisimmensewealth,hisnameis
synonymouswithwealth.

Thesingercastigatestheinsensitiveleadersthus:“Oblindnessofthegreat!Theygotheirwaylikegods.....’
(pg20)

Afterthecoup,theservantssayamongthemselves,‘we’llbeslaughteredlikechickens,asalways’

(pg21).Thissuggeststheyarenotsafe.
SimonasksGrusha,‘Istheladyashealthyasafishinwater?(pg22).Grushaiscomparedtoathief,
probablyforthereadertopassjudgementonwhethersheisjustifiestotakeMichael,wearetold:

‘Asifshewasathiefshecreptaway!”(pg29)

WhenGrushaisshelteredatherbrother’shouse,shetellsMichaelthattheyshouldmakethemselves‘as
smallascockroaches’(pg47)toescapethewrathofhersister-in-law.Indeed,Lavrentiremarks,“whyare
yousittingtheremuffleduplikecoachmen....”(pg48)

TosuggestthatshecannotrunawayfromMichael,Grushatellshim,“Icamebyyouasthepeattrees
comesbysparrows’(pg49)

Azdaksayslawisasensitiveorgan,‘.....likethespleen,indeliveringjustice,wearetoldbythesingerhe,
“Brokelawlikebreadhegavethem.’(pg82)

SONGS

ManysongshavebeensungbyArkadiandothercharactersintheplay.Someareatthebeginningofthe
scene,otherswithinthesceneandattheendofthescene.

Thegovernorisintroducedthroughasong.Beforewemeethim,wearetoldaboutwhatkingofaperson
heisasfollows:-

‘HewasrichasCroesus

Hehadabeautifulwife

Hehadahealthybaby’(pg13)

Welearnthathehasmanybeggarsandpetitionerswhom heignores.Thissongjuxtaposestherich
governorwiththemajoritypoorfolkswhowaitforhandoutsinformofcoinswhicharedistributedbya
servant.



SimonShashava,thesoldier,andGrusha,akitchenmaidarealsointroducedtousbeforewemeetthem.
Welearnoftheirrelationship.Thesongon(pg18)issummative.Itsummarizestheaction.

TheGovernor’spalaceforeshadowsrestlessness.Thepalaceissaidtobeafortressbutissurroundedby
soldiers.WeanticipatethedeathoftheGovernor.“.....Noonwasthehourtodie.”Thesewordsarefollowed
bytheappearanceoftheFatPrince.

ThestageissetfortheexecutionoftheGovernorbytheFatPrince.Thetensionsurroundingthe

Governor’sexecutionisfoundinthesongon(pg20),inthesong,stagedirectionsaregivene.g.“....look
aboutyouoncemoreblindman!’

Grusha’sactionoftakingtheabandonedMichaelisbroughtoutthroughasong.Sheisdrawnto

Michaelanddecidestosavehimthoughthisisrisky.Inthesong,shedoeswhatthesingersays.

Grusha’sflightintothemountainswithMichaeliscapturesinasong.Shesangasongandboughtmilkon
theway,Thesongpre-emptstheactionofbargainingformilkwiththeoldman.

TheriskyflightwithironshirtsfollowingGrushaisunderscored(pg32).Theyhuntforthefleeingdue,
nevertireandsleepalittle.Ironshirtsfeelingsarecapturedintheirsong.Theygointowar
leavingbehindtheirlovers(pg33).Thesongonpg35revealsGrushamixedfeelingsofhappinessand
sadnessaftersheabandonsMichaelatthepeasant’sdoorstep.

AzdaksingsthesongofinjusticeinPersiawhichwassangtohimbyhisgrandfather.Itshowsinstances
ofinjusticeandtheeffectsofthewar:‘whydon’toursonsbreedanymore?....Ourmenarecarriedtothe
endsoftheearth,sothatthegreatonescaneatathome.....Thebattlewaslost,thehelmetswerepaidfor.”
(pg68)

ThesongofthechaosinEgyptpg83finallybringsouttheemancipationofthemassesfrom the
oppressionandmisruleoftherulingclass.Forinstanceitsays,“...whohadnobreadatallhavefull
granaries...”pg84

PROVERBSANDWISESAYINGS

Manyproverbshavebeenusedbytheplaywright.Thecapabilitytouseproverbsinone’sconversationis
interpretedasasignofwisdom.Italsoshowsmasterlyofone’sownlanguagesinceproverbsandwise
sayingsrequirecomprehensionofmetaphors,similesandsymbolsinone’scommunity.

WhenGrushapointsouttoSimonthatitmustbedangerousforhimtoaccompanyNatellaAbashwilias
herguardonherflight,hereplieswithawisesaying-‘inTiflis,theysay:Isn’tthestabbingdangerousforthe
knife?”(pg21)meansastheknifestabswhatitissupposedto,itisalsoindangerofbreakingorbending
butitstillstabsanyway.Likewise,asoldierprotectsothersdespitethedangerdespitethedangerhe
exposeshimself.

WhentheymeetinthecourtyardandGrushaisrushingtocollectherpersonaleffects,Sheaccepts

Simon’sproposallongbeforeheevenproposes.Simonfeelsembarrassedandresponds,“haste,theysay
isthewindthatblowsdownthescaffold(atemporarybuilding)builtforworkersroundabuildingthatis



beingconstructed,Iftheyareblownawaythenthebuilderswillnotbeabletobuildthepermanent
structureastheywillhavenowheretostayjustlikeGrushaandSimonwillnothaveamarriageifsheis
notpatientenoughtolistentotheinformationthatwillcementthatrelationship.

WhenMichaelandotherboysareplayingthegameofcuttingofftheGovernor’shead,theotherchildren
wantMichaeltoplaytheGovernor’sroleofjustbendingandhisheadiscutoffbutMichaeladamantly
refusesandsayshewantstobethepersontocutoff.TheotherchildrendisagreebutMichaelisadamant
sowhentheyshouttoGrushathatMichaelwon’tplayhispart,Grushalaughsandsays,‘Eventhelittle
duckisaswimmer,theysay.’(pg58)MeaningeventhoughMichaelisyoung,youcannotcommandhim
sinceheisthesonofaGovernorandsoothersdowhathedemandsandnotviceversa.

WhenAzdakdiscoversthatthefleeingdukeisnotapeasantbutalandownerheordershimoutbutthe
Dukemakehimaproposition.Azdakfindsthistobetheheightofinsolenceandresponds,‘Thebittenman
scratcheshisfingersbloody,andtheleechthat’sbitinghim makeshim aproposition!’(pg64).This
impliesthatthelandownershavebeenexploitingthepeasantsandthelowclassandwhenachance
comesupfortheexploitedtofreethemselves;theexploitersmakeapropositionsothattheycangoon
exploitingthemassesandmaintaintheirstatusquo.

Whenwaitingfortrial,thecookasksGrushawhysheisholdingontothechildatanypriceyetthechildis
nothers.Sheexplainshowshefirstjustexpectedtogivethechildawaybutlaterthoughtthat

Natella,themother,wouldn’tcomebackandthecookresponds,‘Anevenborrowedcoatkeepsaman
warmhm?’(pg87).Thisimpliesthat,evenifGrushaknowsthechildwasnothers,thefeelingthatthe
childbelongedtoherisfulfilling.

AfterAzdakisreinstatedasajudgeandopenlydemandsforabribe,theprosecutorswhohavebeen
worriedsmilewithrelief.ThecookisworriedbutSimoncomments‘Awellcan’tbefilledwithdew,they
say’(pg90).InhisargumenttoprovethatNatellaabashwilideserverstobegiventhechildinsteadof
Grushawhoclaimstohavebroughthimup,hequotes,’Blood,asapopularsayinggoesisthickerthan
water.’(pg60)

ThereisaheatedexchangeofproverbsbetweenAzdakandSimonwhenGrushathinksAzdakenactsto
giveNatellathechildsimplybecausesheistoopoortopaylegalfees.Azdakarguesthatthepoorareable
togivethebutcherhisduesbutnotthejudge,Simonquotes-“Whenthehorsewasshod,thehorseflyheld
outitsleg.’(pg94).ThismeansAzdakwhoispoorastheyareorinthesameclass,isnowcounting
himselfamongtherulingclass.

Azdakreplies,Betteratreasureinmanurethatastoneinamountainstream’(pg94).Althougha
mountainstreamhasverycleanwateranordinarystoneinitisworthlessbutatreasureinamanurecan
beretrievedandutilized.Whenoneispoor,nomatterhowmorallyuprightoneis,oneisworseoffthana
rich,corruptperson.Simonrepliesbysaying,‘Let’sgofishingsaidtheanglertotheworm,(pg94)
meaningthatjustliketheanglerwouldbenefit,Azdakwouldjustbeusedbytherulerstooppressthepoor
andAzdakmightaswellendupbeingdevouredjustliketheworm.

ByAzdakreplyingthat,‘I’mmyownmaster,saidtheservant;andcutoffhisfoot,meansonedoesnot
havetodooutrageousactivitiestoprovethatoneisindependentminded.Simonrepliesbyshowingthat,
peopleareabletoseethroughtheirtormentors’hypocrisywhenthelatterprofessestolovethefarmer
andthereforestillgivethemtheirdue.Thisisprovedwhenhesays,‘IloveyouasafathersaidtheCzarto
thepeasants,andhadtheCzarevitch’sheadchoppedoff.

Azdakknowsthatdespitetheappearance,heisstillonthepoorpeople’ssideyetSimondoesnotrealize
this,sothatiswhyheconcludesthediscussionbysaying,‘Afool’sworstenemyishimself.’

(pg94)



Fromalltheabove,itisimportanttonotethat,thecook,Grusha,AzdakandSimonaretheonlypeople
whoportraypositivetraitsinthesociety.Theyportrayasenseofwisom asseenwhentheyare
highlightedastheonlycharactersthatemployproverbsandwisesayings.

ALLUSION

Allusionreferstoapassingreferenceorindirectmentionofsomethingorsomeonethereaderisexpected
toknow.
TheplaywrightalludestothekingofLydia(560BC-547BC)whowasdefeatedbyPersiansandwasknown
forhisimmensewealthonpg7.WearetoldthattheGovernorGeorgiAbashwiliwas,....’richasCroesus.’

Thegirlstractoristalsoquotesthepoet(Vladimir)Mayakovsy,pg10,aGeorgianbornin1883.Hewrote
thepoems,‘TheCloud’and‘I’whichareamongthemostpopularduringhistime.SingeralludestoJesus
whenheremarks,“Andnowyoudon’tneedanarchitect,acarpenterwilldo,“(pg

20).TheGovernorneedsJesustosavehimfromhispredicament.

Theplayinfersfrom bothaChineseplay(Circleofchalkwrittenin1300AD)andabiblicalstory(The
judgementofSolomon-1Kings3:16-28)

IntheChinesestory,ayounggirl,Hai-tang,bearsachildasthesecondwifeofawealthyman.Hisfirst
wifeclaimsthechildisherown.However,thesecondwifeisjudgedthetruemotherwhensherefusesto
pullthechildapartinthetestoftheChalkCircle.

Inthebiblicalstory,twowomenliveinthesamehouseandbothbearachild.Onebabydiesinthenight
anditsmotherswapshimforthelivingbaby.Bothclaimthelivingchildistheirown.Solomonordersthat
thechildbecutintwoandeachhalfbegiventoeachmother.Therealmotherofthechildgivesupthe
childratherthanseehimharmedandisjudgedtobethetruemother.

SARCASM

Thisistheuseofhumorouslanguagetoridiculeortoconveyscorn,especiallysayingonethingbut
implyingtheopposite.

TheFatPrinceissarcasticwhenhesays,‘AndlittleMichaelisagovernorfromheadtofoot!Tititi!”(pg15).
SimonissarcasticwhenhetellsGrusha:‘Whyshouldn’tIwashthelinenbythewillows!’That’sgood,
reallygood!’(pg17).Onpg18,thesingersays,‘Andthegoosewaspluckedandroasted/Butthegoose
wasnoteatenthistime.’ThisreferstothekillingoftheGovernoranddrawsananalogytothegoose
GrushakillsfortheGovernor’sfamily.

Whenthesingersays,’Andnowyoudon’tneedanarchitect,acarpenterwilldo,’(pg20),theplaywrightis
sarcastictowardsreligionasthisalludestothefactthattheGovernorneedsJesus,whowasacarpenter
tointerveneonthisEasterSunday.Thiswillofcoursenothappen.

The‘dying’manreferstoGrushaas,‘Anicethingyou’vesaddledmewith!Asimpletonforawife!(pg57)

WhenGrushaisfinedtenpistersforusing‘indecentlanguage’incourt,shesarcasticallylambastsAzdak
andhiscorruptwaysbysaying,’AfinekindofJustice!Youplayfatandloosewithusbecausewedon’ttalk
asrefinedasthatcrowdwiththeirlawyers’(pg94)

SYMBOLISM

Symbolism referstotheuseofsymbolstorepresentideas.ThesilverchainSimongivesGrushais
symbolic(pg28).Itisasymbolofthebondagebetweenthetwo.WhenGrushahearsthatthewarisover
andthesoldiersareback,shekneelsdowninprayerandkissesthechain.Later,Simonsuspectsthat



Grushaismarriedtoanothermanandheasksforthechain.

Onpg81,Azdak,enactstheoldwomanasgrannyGrusinia.Sheisasymbolofanationthathasfallen
preyofthegreedycitizens(thethreefarmers)whodeprivesitallthatitowns(hersons).Shesymbolisesa
nationthatseeksjustice.

TheChalkCircledrawntohelpAzdak,thejudge,comesupwithasarationaldecisiononwhoshouldhave
thechildisasymboloftruth.Ironically,hismethodsofjusticearenotbytheBookofStatuteshesitson.
Therefore,heletsjusticerevealitself.Similarly,theplayopenswithanothercircleofjustice,when
membersofthetwocommunessittogethertodecidewhoshouldhavethevalley.TheDelegate,like
Azdak,announcestheoutcomewithoutpushing.Withinthisfriendlycirclewherethecommuneshave
equalsocialstatus,theycanimpartiallydecidethebestuseofthevalley,anditispeacefullyandmutually
decidedforthefruitgrowers.

TheplaywrighthasalsousedtheChristiansymbolism.TheChristianchurchhasbeenusedasatoolto
supporttheupperclassandkeepthelowerclassesintheirplaces.Thehistoricalchurchsubvertsthe
originalteachingofChristwhotreatedallhumanswithrespect.

ThegardenthatGovernorAbashwiliwanttoestablishforhissonbyknockingdownslumsforthepoor
symbolisesoppressionandinsensitivityoftherichtowardsthepoor.Ironically,Azdaklaterrulesthatthe
Governor’sestateshouldreverttothepoor

FORESHADOWING

Foreshadowingisasituationwhereawritergivesasignofsomethingthatwillcomelateronaworkofart,
thatwhichisimportantorappalling.

WhentheFatPrincegreetshisbrotherGovernorGeorgiAbashwili,thisisquiteunusualuntilthe

Governorremarks,‘.....ButdidyouhearBrotherKazbekiwishmeahappyEaster?Whichisallverywell,
butIdon’tbelieveitdidrainlastnight.’(pg16).Therelationshipbetweenthebrothers’isthus
foreshadowedbytheGovernor’scomment,inwhichheexpressessurpriseatbeinggreetedbyhisbrother.
Thebrotherlaterexecuteshim.

Natella,thegovernor’swife,seemstohaveanunstablemindandposes,‘Ihardlyknowifmyhead’sstill
on.Where’sMichael?..........(pg24).Latersheforgetstocarryhisassheflees.

AnotherimportantmomentiswhenNatella,thegovernor’swife,tells,heradjutanthowjealousofMichael
shereallyis,Sheisdesperateforattentionfromherhusband.‘ButGeorgi,ofcourse,willonlybuildforhis
littleMichael,Neverforme!Michaelisall!AllforMichael!’Thisjealousyofherchildisimportantsinceshe
abandonshimlaterintheact.

ShortlybeforeAzdakmakestherulingonwhoshouldtakeMichaelbetweenNatellaandGrusha,theboy
smilesatthelatter.ThisforeshadowstherulingmadebythejudgeasGrushaisfinallygivenchild.
Azdaktellstheoldman(GrandDuke)to‘encirclethecheeseontheplatelikeitmightbesnatchedfrom
him(pg65)Thisforeshadowsthechalkcirclethatisdrawntochooseamotherforthechild,Michael.(pg
97)

REVISIONQUESTIONSANDEXPECTEDPOINTS

Question1

Justiceisanimportantinstitutioninanywellgovernedcommunity.Explainthetruthofthe
aboveassertionwithreferencetoBertoltBrecht’sTheCaucasianChalkCircle(20mks)



(i)–Intheprologuethereisthedisputeovertheownershipofthevalley,presidedoverby
thedelegatefromthecapital,Tiflis.

- Emphasisislaidonfairnessinordertoavoidthereoccurrenceoffuturedisputes.

- Thefruitfarmersandthegoatherdersamicablydiscussaresolutiontothe
dispute.

- Itisdecidedthatthelandgoestothefruitandvinegrowersamicablyasthey
wouldmakebetteruseoftheland.

- Theagreementisfollowedbyapartytosealthedeal

(ii)–Justiceisalsoportrayedbythetestofthechalkcircle

-Intheoldstory,therealmotherisrevealedbythetest.

- Herfeelingsforthechildaretoodeeptoallowhertogainitbyforcethatinjures
thechild

-Thechildistakenfromthenaturalmother,NatellaAbashwiliwhoisonlyafterthe
inheritanceandgiventothefalsemotherGrushaVashnadzewhohasthegreatest
feelingsoflovefortheboy(MichaelAbashwili)

(iii)–JusticeisalsoshowninthewayAzdak’sgoodturninprotectingandgivingsheltertothe
GrandDuke.

- EventuallyheisrewardedwhentheGrandDukeappointsJudgejustintimeto
savehimfromthehangman’snoose

- Azdakthenproceedstodispensejusticetothepooranddowntroddenina
mannerneverwitnessedbeforeintheland.

(iv)– Adzak’stwoyearreignasJudgeistreatedasaneraofroughjusticeespeciallyfor

thepoorandvulnerableinsociety.

- Thesingersays–hebroketherulestosavethem

- Atlonglastthepoorandthelowlyhadsomeonewhowasnottooholytobe
bribedbyemptyhands.

QUESTION2
Humanweaknessesaffectcharactersnegatively.Explainthetruthoftheaboveassertionwithreference
toBertoltBrecht’sTheCaucasianChalkCircle(20mks)

Pointsofinterpretation

Thefollowingmustcomeoutclearly;



- Weaknessofacharacter

- Detailsofthatweakness

- Howitaffectsthatcharacternegatively

W1.NatelaAbashwili’sweaknessonadoringthings.

- Sheforgetsherchildatthetimeofwarandtakesclothesandbootsinstead,(pg25)

- ThemaidescapeswiththechildtosavehislifebutNatelalatergoesforthechildbecause
shewantstoinheritthegovernor’sestate.

- Shelosesboththechildandtheestate.

WII–Thefatprincegreedandhungerforpower

- Eliminateshisbrothertogethispower,

WIII–Thegovernor’slackofconcernforhissubjects.

- Heoppresseshissubjectsforcingpeopletogotowar,charginghightaxation.

- Heloseshislifeandpower.

WIV-Lavrentiandhiswifeunderminesfamilyvalues.

- FailstogiveGrushaawarmwelcomethoughshecomesfromtownwherewarhasbroken
outtiredandsick

WVTheselfrighteousnatureofAnikoshownthroughherhypocriticalactions

WVI.Natela’shatredforthepoor.SheunderminesGrushaduringthecourtcasefeelingthat

Grushaistoopoortokeepthechild.

- ShefinallylosesthechildtothepoorGrushaduetoherarrogance.

Question3

DiscusstheconsequencesofFightingandwarinanysocietywithevidencefromBertolt
Brecht’sTheCaucasianChalkCircle.

Introduction



Fightingandwarinanysocietyhasfarreachingconsequences.Duringwarpeople’snormallifestyle/
wayoflivingisdisruptedandthereisalotofdestructionofpropertyandlives.BertoltBretchhas
shownhowwaraffectspeopleinhisplay,TheCaucasianChalkCircle.

Body

- Duringwar,theinnocentandthevulnerablesufferthemostfromtheeffectsofwarandfighting.The
servantssaythisabouttheiremployer,theGovernor’sfamily:“Theyevenhavetohavetheirweeping
doneforthem(p26).Michaelisbeinghunteddowntobekilledyetheisnotawareofthewar,being
onlyaninfant.

- Thereisdisruptionofpeople’snormallifestylesasfarmsandhomesareabandoned.Resettlement
hastobenegotiatedafreshafterthewar.Seep7(prologue).Asaresultofwar,thereareruinsofa
warravagedCaucasianvillage,thepeopleorchardisalreadydestroyedandtheoncebeautifuldairy
farmisaruin.

- People’slivelihoodsaredestroyedasthegoatherderscomplainofthelowqualityofcheesetheynow
producefromtheirnewsettlement.TheoldmanwhomGrusharequeststosellhersomemilkretorts:
“Gotothesoldiersifyouwantmilk.”Thesoldiersofthe

GrandDukeburnthehousesofinnocentpeopleandkillthem makingitdifficultforthem tolive
peacefully.

- Warcreatesinternalrefugees.Thefarmersandthegoatherdershavebeendisplacedfrom their
homeshavingbeenuprootedbytheGermans.GrushaandherfellowworkersfleeintotheNorthern
Mountainsasaresultoffightinginthecity.

- Fightingandwarbreedscivilwarsandcountercoupsaswarringgroupsfightforsupremacy.The
grandDukeisoverthrownbytheprinceswhomurderhisgovernorbuttheyareinturnroundedupand
killedwhentheGrandDuketakesbackpowers.

- Thereisrampantlandlessnessduringthewarandfightingasseeninthecasespresentedbefore
Azkak.HehasbeenathiefasShauwasays.Thesoldiersandpolicemenalsobreakthelawtheyare
meanttouphold.Thetwofarminggroups–goatherdersandthefruitgrowersarelandless.

- Warresultsinexploitationandoppression.Forinstance,in“Thesongofinjusticein

Persia.Itisstatedthatthekingsaredrivenbygreedintheirquesttoacquirenewterritoriesby
impoverishingpeasants.Theirsenseofimperialism drivesthem intounrealisticadventuresthat
Azdakreferstoas“theroofoftheworld”ironically,asthesoldierskilleachother,themarshalsassault
eachother.

- Thereisfearandapprehensionswhicharedirecteffectsofthiswar.Jussupfeignsillnessandliesin
bedforalongtimeforfearofbeingdraftedintothewar.Heonly

“recoverswhenhehearsthatthewarhasended.“Thesongofthecentre”clearlyportraysthefear
amongthesoldiersatthefrontline.Itsaysthatifonewantstosurvivethewarandcomebackhome
onehastoremainatthecenter“p47.ThepeasantwomanatwhosedoorGrushaleavesMichael
showsextremefearandapprehensionatthesightofthesoldiers.ShedisownsGrusha’sagreement
withhertoclaimsthatthechildishersandinsteadfallsdownonherkneesbeggingformercy.
GrushahastofleeagainwithMichael.
Acceptanyotherrelevantpoint.Expect4welldeveloped/illustratedpoints.

Question4.



ThesocietydepictedinTheCaucasianChalkCircleisonethatignoresimportantissuesandgives
prioritytolessseriousonesleadingoftenwithdisastrousconsequences.Discussthevalidityofthe
statementwithillustrationsfromtheplay.

Introduction:MaybeGeneralorSpecific

Manypeopleignoretheimportantthingsthatmatterintheirlivesandinsteadpayattentionto
uselessthingsthatdon’taddvaluetotheirlivesoftenleadingtodireconsequences.Thisis
trueofcharactersintheplaylikeNatellaAbashwili,thegovernorandothersasdiscussed
below.

Thegovernor

- Immenselyrichyethasmanybeggars,petitionersetcathisdoor.

- Refusestohearthemessagefromthewoundedriderbeforethemassandeverafterleadingto
histragicdeath.Page16-19

NatellaAbashwili

- Concernedaboutthedressestopackleadingtoherabandoningherbaby.

- InthecourtsheisinterestedingettingMichaelbackonlybecauseoftheestatesleftbyher
husband.

- SheendsuplosingthebabytoGrusha

AnikoandLavrenti

- Can’tstandGrushawithher‘baby’.AnikoissoreligioustoacceptGrusha

- LavrentiforcesGrushatomarrya‘dying’manwhomshedoesnotlove.Hepaysthemotherof
themanahugesumandlaterthemarriageisdissolvedbyAzdak.

Jussup’smother

- Interestedinmarryinghersonbeforehe‘dies’andnoattemptstotreathim

- Shehastofeedtheguestsatthewedding,hiringamonkandlaterhersonisdivorced.

BlackMailer.

- Interestedinknowingwhetheracertainlandownerrapedhisnieceornotandnottheplightof
theniece.

- Heavilyfined.

Invalid

- Getsastrokewhenhehearsthedoctorhepaidfeestotrainistreatingfree

- Heavilyfined.

PrinceKazbeki
- Oneoftheprinceswhorandownthewar



- Wantshisunqualifiednephewappointedthejudge

- EmbarrassedbyAzdakinthemocktrialandlaterkilledonthereturnoftheduke

Question5

BertoltBretch;TheCaucasianChalkCircle

“Whatthereisshallgotothosewhoaregoodforit”.Withillustrationsfromtheplaythe
caucasianchalkcircle,writeanessayinsupportofthisstatement.

i)Intheprologue,thevalleyisgiventothefruitgovernors

TheyhaveplanstobuildtheirfruitsculturetotentimesitsoriginalsizeTheyhave
preparedaplanforanirrigationproject

ThefarmwillnotonlygrowmorefruitsbutcouldalsosupportvineyardsTheyeven
presentcalculationsfortheproject

ii)MichaelisgiventoGruishabecauseofhermotherlynature

SherescuershimontheEasterSundaywhenhismotherleaveshimbehind

GruishatakestoariskyjourneytotheNorthernMountainsamidpursuitbytheironshirts

ShemarriesamanonhisdeathbedinordertogivelegitimacytoMichaelInthechalk
circletest,shedoesnotpullMichaelfromthecircle

iii.AzdakismadejudgebytheironshirtsandlaterontheGrandDuke

Inthemockcouldscenebedisplaysbetterknowledgeofthelawincomparisontoprince

Kazbeki’snephew

Hisreignasjudgeisdescribedasabriefgoldenage,almostanageofjustice.Inmakinghisrulings
thelookfromtherichandgavetothepoor

HeislatereappointedasjudgebytheGrandDukeasashowofgratitudeforsavinghislife

iv.AzdakdivorcesGruishaandJessupinsteadoftheoldcouple

ThedivorcepaveswayforGruisha’smarriagetoSimon

SimonhadstoodbyGruishaincourtclaimingtobeMichael’sfather

TheunionbetweenGruishaandJessupwarsforconvenienceSimon
truly

DeservedGruishaforhecamebacktolackforherafterthewar

Question6

DrawingillustrationsfromwhatGrushagoesthroughinordertosaveandadoptMichael,writean



essayonthechallengesofbeingagoodpersoninarottensociety
INTRODUCTION

Eveninarottensociety,ifpossibletocomeacrossagoodperson.IntheCaucasianChalkcircle,
suchapersonisGrusha.Grushagoesthroughmanychallengesinordertosaveandadopt
Michael.Someofthesechallengesarediscussesbelow

Acceptanyotherrelevantintroduction

CONTENT

(i)ShesacrificesthelittleshehasinordertosustainMichael.Shebuysmilk
exorbitantly

(ii)Sheisforcedtocomeupwithingenuineneswayofeludingtheredshirtswhoareafterhim.
Sheknocksoneofthemdownwithapieceofwood,enduringherlifeintheprocess.

(iii)Shecrossesofdangerousbridge,endangeringherlifeandMichael’s

(iv)Shehastocontendwithasocietythatfrownsuponsinglemotherhood.Sheisforcedto
acceptmarriagetoaninvalidcalledJussupinordertonormalizeherstatus

(vi)Herrelationshipwithherfiancée,Simon,isendangered.

(vi)SheisforcetogothroughacourtprocessesinordertogaincustodyofMichael

Question7

“Truemotherhoodisnotnecessarilybiological”Writeanessayillustratingthisstatement
usingBertoltBrecht’s,TheCaucasianchalkCircle”.

–NatellaAbashiwili,thebiologicalmotherofMichaelabandonsthechildasshefeelsthecity
.Sheismoreinterestedinherfinelinenandshoesaswellashorsecarriages

-IttakesthemotherlyinstinctofthekitchenmaidGrushatoretrievethebabyandfendforit
offeringprotectionandnourishment

-Grushaadoptsthebodyandrisksbeingcapturedbythesoldiersandcrossesthedangerousand
rottenbridgetosavethelifeofMichaelfromtheironshirts

-ThemockeryofGrusha’ssister-in-lawconcerningtheillegitimatechild,Michaeldoesnotaffect
heraffectionfortheyoungboy

- Vashnadze

enduresanarrangedanddifficultmarriageonpapertoa“dyingman,Jussup:for

thesakeofthechild
Amere

kitchenhelp(Grusha)fightsforthecustodyofMichaelincourtanddoesnotpull

himtohersideinthetestofthechalkcirclesoasnottotearhimup.Shefearsto



destroytheboyshehasnurturedandbroughtupexpensivelyasarealmother.

Conclusion:

Generallymothersaresupposetobemotherlyforonetobeaccreditedarealmotherofachild.This
worldmeannotallthebiological/mothersareasincereparentsastoclaimtheownership,however
thesoulthatwouldnurturebringsupresponsiblydeservestheownershipasportraysinGrusha
vashnadze.


