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Preparation Guidelines

Your term paper should cover depth of chosen topic sufficiently and should include around
8-10 refereed journal articles. Prepare an 8 page research article (single spaced) to be
handed out to the instructor, prepare and deliver a 10 minute presentation on the topic.
Below  are  some  guidelines  for  preparing  the  term  paper.  The  term  paper  should  be
according to  American Society of Civil  Engineers (ASCE) journal format. Excerpts from
ASCE journal requirements’ are given below. 

Title and Author Information:  The article  title should be concise  yet  descriptive  of  the
content of the paper. Author information should be below the title.

Abstract: An abstract should provide sufficient information regarding the paper so that a
potential reader can determine the subject of the report, the manner of approach, and the
broad aspects of the conclusions drawn. It should also be less than 100 words long. Do not
include equations, figure callouts, table callouts, or reference citations in the abstract.
Key words: At least five key words. 
Main Body: This consists of introduction, literature review, significant findings and finally
conclusions. Do not use the first person (I, me, we, our, etc. do not write such statements
as ‘I found that…” or “My group found… “; instead use “It was found that …” Use correct
spelling…. When in doubt, consult a dictionary. Do not change from past-tense to present
tense  in  the  same sentence  or  paragraph.  Abbreviations  are  not  permitted  except  for
common and standard abbreviation should be written in full form when used for first time.
Use system international (SI) units as far as possible. The test should be justified.

Figures and Tables: Use of figures and tables are permitted at appropriate places. Each
figure and table should be numbered in sequence. Tables should have a caption above it
while figures should have a caption below it.  Caption should be meaningful and should
stand on its own. Every element of figure/table should be discussed in detail in the main
body. The table and figure (along with caption) should be left aligned.
All table columns must have a heading. All tables should be prepared in excel of word and
should be in copy editable form.

Mathematical expressions: Present mathematical expressions where ever necessary. The
expressions should be neatly typed using equation editor and should in separate line. Type
matrices, vectors, and tensors in bold type or in brackets, but use one consistently: M or
[M].
Conclusions: This  section  presents  the  significant  implications  of  the  information
presented in the body of the manuscript.
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References: This section should be at the end of article. All material presented in main
body should be cited at appropriate places. Author and date format should be used while
citing. Some examples are given below.

One recent report (Carson 2006) finds evidence that . . . 
Yilded varying results (Jones 2005; Swamy and Daniel 2011a,b; Daniel et, a.2010).
Kim(2006) finds evidence that . . . 

Exhaustive list of cited materials should be presented in this section. Several examples for 
referencing style are given below.

Journal References
Stahl.  D.C.,  Wolfe.  R.W.,  and  Begel,  M.  (2004).“Improved  analysis  of  timber  rivets
connections. “J.Struct. Eng., 130(8). 1272-1279.

Conference Proceedings and Symposiums
Garrett, D.L. (2003). “Coupled analysis of floating production systems. “Proc., Int. Symp.On
Deep Mooring Systems. ASCE, Reston, VA, 152-167.

Books 
Zadeh, L.A. (1981). “Possibility theory and soft data analysis. “Mathematical frontiers of
the social and policy science. L. Cobb and R.M. Thrall, eds., Westview, Boulder, CO, 69-
129.

Reports 
Same as for books, as above. For reports authored by institutions;: spell out institutions
acronym on first use, and follow with acronym in parentheses, if applicable.

In Press Articles
Dasgupta,  G.  (2008).  “Stiffness  matrix  from isoperimetric  closed  form shape  functions
using exact integration. “J.Aerosp. Eng., in press.

Web Pages
Include author, year of publication or last revision, title of “page,” title of the complete
work, Web address enclosed within angle brackets, and date material downloaded.

Burka, L.P.(1993). “A hypertext history of multi-user dimensions.”MUD history.
<http:/www.ccs.neu.edu> (Dec. 5,1994).

CD-ROM
Include authors, copyright date, titles, medium, producer/publisher and its location, and
section, chapter and page numbers if available.
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Liggett.J.A., and Caughey, D.A. (1998). “Fluid Statics.” Fluid mechanics (CD-RoM), ASCE,
Reston, VA, Section 3.1, Chapter 2, 167-177.

Theses and dissertations
Sotiropulos,  S.N.  (1991).  “Static  response  of  bridge  supper  structures  made  of  fiber
reinforced plastic M.S.thesis, West Virginia Univ., Morgantown, WV.

NOTE: You can use Mendeley bibliography software to write reference.  
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