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Crises that
shaped
Kenya .

Defining moments. From coups
and assassinations to election
violence and Covid-19, all

four of Kenya's presidents -
have faced serious

personal and national
challenges that changed

their style of leadership

and defined the
country’s history. Uhuru
is riding the coronavirus
tiger into an unknown
future. Pages 2&3
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w There are far too many unanswered questions. What will be the sign that Kenya has defeated the virus? And how will the country find its feet again?

From coups and poII clashes to Covid-19:

All four presidents have faced
serious personal and national

challenges that changed their
style and defined their legacy.
Now, Uhuru is riding the new
coronavirus tiger into an
unknown future.

By Special Correspondent

newsoesk P stancamimad,

The coronavines has come (o spotl the
party for President Uhuru Kenyatta, if
heever thought be was o rolber coast -
er After showing down his nemesis Raila
Octinga with the March 8, 2018 hand
shake, it looked like things were on the
roll for Uhurw, barring miscellaneous
anxdety from his deputy William Ruto’s
TanEatangs comer,

Until the outbreak of the dreaded
pandemic, the President had ridden the
mercurial political tide rather well. Tak:
tng on an casy self-assured mien most
of the time, he took Litthe notice of
detractors within his own Jubilee Party,
He gave the impression of a relaved
leader in control of his-environment and
dreumstinces, When he wanted impor-
tant things done, he would point the
wary forwand and detafl his faithful leu-
tenants to do the spadework,

Accordingly, ahead of Covid-19, Uhuru
had Parliament and the politiesd Oppesi-
tion safely under Iock and key, There
was nothing the Preside d not get
done in Parliament or outside, despite
the discordant, but neutered Tanga
tanga voices, All legislation went his
wany. Where be did mot Like a Bl bafore
him fior signature, he returned it to Par-
liament to be tweaked his way,

The Building Bridges Initiative (ERD
tamed ODM and placed its leaders on a
short leash in the President’s own cor-
ner. He could gnore Ruto and his lieu-
tenants, But, occasionally, he resd them
the riot act. Whenever nécessary, he
wonild umbmash his dogs of war to snarl
and bary at them. Lifewas just good. His
second and last term looked like an
assured voller coaster affair, with some
of his acolytes — like Cotu Secretary
General Frands Atwolland leading Jubi-
lee political gadfty David Murathe -
openly suggesting that the President
should not even think of retiring in
anaz,

‘The corona headache

Then coronavirus happened, and
things have never been the same. The
country is in a bad place. The President,
like his counterparts all over the world,
is now riding anunpredictable tiger. The
e of Covid-19 tnfection ane rising by
the day despite a partial lockdown,
There is noclear indication of how they
could bearrested, beyond asking people
to avoid each other. Moreover, the
effects of the partial lockdown on the
economy and social life are bad. The
business environment is unstable, and
tax collection uncertain, With three
coastal courities and Naimobi cut off from
the rest of the country, eommeres and
industry ane alling.

The jobless ranks are swaollen and
seem set to worsen, ashroke emplovers
can {1l afford thefr preexisting payrolls,
Institutions of learning are in lockdown,

with national examinations hanging in
the balance. Nothing looks clear any
moTe,

The government's definitive strtegic
objective is mot known, Not even the
strateghe thrust seems clear - possibly
even to the President himself. Like other
global leaders, Uhum's government
talks of “defeating coronavirus.” But
what does this mean? Nobody has
defined “defeating coronavines” Does it
mem having zero positive cases, or isit
hringing the contagion tosome manags-
able levels, which the country could live
with? What are those levels? The
expreszion In vogue is “fattening the
curve” But what exactly does this mean
in the Kenyan context?

There are far too many imarswered
guestions. What will be the stgn that
Kerya has now defeated the virus? And
after the defeat, how will the country
find its feet again? What will happen
with national examinations? What
abait the national econonmy; how will it
b restored? And will the BE] project go
on? If it does not, how does the Presi
dent manage his former hostile com
petitors and now partners in the BBI?

Uhuru's tough math

Amiiekst all this, how does Ulsuru plan
b0 manage the transition from his reign
o the next one? How does he tame the
caustic polities that are tosring apart his
own party, Jubilee, in this difficudt sea-
son? Hiow does he steer the shipof State
away from the treacherous waters ol
negative athnicity? Will he hand over a
stibde country to the next ruler? These
and many more related questions con-
stitute the crisis that confront the Pres-
ident today, They are set to trovel with
him for quite some distance. But Uhum
is not alone. He is on a well-travelled
road, and ingood global compeany, too.
Whether you look for power, or power
is thrust upon you, you will soon dis-
cowver that it is not a béd or moses.

Theodore HWhite, an American jour-
nalist and historian, said of his friend
and confidant, President John F Ken-
nedy, so0n after the latter took the oath
of office in 1961: “Exactly what he did
wiant to do with power wis not clear

2007-2008

W Period the eountry was nearly tam
apart by ethnaic killings following a
disputed presidential election.

immediately - either to the pubbc or to
him."

JFK, however, enjoved the fact that he
wiins i power, at least initially, White an
olwious admirer of the President, sabd
further: “His relish of the power was so
apparent that ane is tenpted to think he
uzed the spectacle to amuse and efiter-
fain the suspicious and adoring alike,”
The haneymoon, however, soon ends
and the big challenges begin The chal
leerges define the leader and the terure.

Kamya's four presidents have each had
a blending of looking for greatness and
greatness being thrust upon them. In
the same vein, they have had to reckon
with character-defining challenges of
loeal and global nature.

Joma Kenyatta was a front-runner,

right from his years in the United King-
diom and later after detention in Kapen-
gurka James Glehury, the official politt-
cal leader during Kenyatta's absenc
&5, would twice step down for him to
lead. Jaramog Oginga Odinga refused
t take power in a soon-to-be independ
ent Kenyn, explaining the person to take
the colony to independence was Keny-
atta. Whether they thrust power wpon
Mazee Kenivatta, of be stepped into office
hecause he was already poweerful, the
fanfikre of power soof fave Wiy to ry-
fng moments,

Kenya's new leader would find him
self having to employ the imn fist. The
Cold War on the international eireuit
found its way into the heart of the Keny-
alta government.

It generated caustic ideclogical con:
flicts and dramas that split his own
Kanu i rty right in the middle, Radical
formations around the Viee President,
Jaramog Oginga Odinga, wonted to
slant the country towards sodalism and
conminunigm, Cohservatives arcund
Tom Mbova, Charies Nonjo and Keny-
atta himself embraced capétalism,

Jome's trying maments

The ideological conflicts in the Keny-
atta government were heightened by
suspicions and machinations amund his
SuCCession

From the very outset, even his most
loyal friends thought thar Kenya's
founding President would not lve lomg,
Thiey schemed and jostled to succeed

Chaotic seenes during the 2007-2008 post-election violence. [Fie St

him. Thie intrigues around power would
logd to a miktary muting in 1964, a coup
plot in 1971 and to assassinations of Pio
Gama Finto, Tom Mbaya and JM Kari-
ukd, respectively in the years 1965 to
1975, The mutiny and coup ¢
were swiftly stymied. The as:
rhons, however, shiook the Kenys
ernment and the country quite signifi-
cantly,

The government s response to pablic
disguiet brought out the character of
the President as a leader not averse to
draconian methdds. In the wake of the
Mboya mssassination, he banned the
oppaosition KPY party and detained its
leaders. This followed a public alterca-
tion with Odinga and a shootout in
Kisumu in October 1964,

Eleven people - including children
were killed. The JM murder led to a
purge in gov ment. Independent
thinkers, like Masinde Muliro and Peter
Kibigy, were sacked,

Kihisu was later jailed on spurious
gprouinds, as was Nakin Town MP Mark
Mwithagn, Kenyatta's government had
numenus wly run-ins with University
of Nairobi students, who protested the
extremes of some of his interventions.

President Moi inherited from Kerny-
atta the culture of detention without
trial during political erses. Onee agaln
the ideological divide, between the
Western Capitalists and Eastern com
munists, provided the springboard.
[rl:lopvndom minded leaders and acad-
emicians were called out, & the ene-

mies of the State. They would be dealt
with deftly through the detention ave
nue. Others would be afled through
rushed one-evening hearings,

Coup attempt against Mol

Merncifully for President Mod, he had
the support of the West at this time
Western leaders easily turned a blind
eye, provicked that their interests in the
country were safe. The most critical
concern for Western regimes remained
the ideological slant aned their strategic
military and commerdial interests in the
country and the region. The lowest
maoment {or the Mol regime was August
1, 18¢2, when elements of the military
attempted to take over power through
the barrel of the gun. Moi sarvived the
coup attempe, but now rubed with sus-
picion and an undisguised iron fist.

The fall of communism in Eastern
Europe generatied new crises for Mod
Suddenly, Western countries were
demanding good governance in Kenya
and alaewhiera in the Thind World, They
tied forelgn ald to transparent and
accountable government. Human
rights, previously ignored with impu-
nity, were now & cardinal principal for
donor money, Kerya went through very
difficult patches with the World Bank
Group ond with other multitateral for-
elgn donors, The economy teetered on
the ediges of collapse inthe period 1990
19949, Progressive, although reluctant
financial, legal and political reforms
howver restored better relations.
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What will happen with national examinations?

The crises that shaped

Mol and Kenyatta governments
faced serious food crises du to climat-
e extremies and poor planning for food
security. They also had to reckon with
the Shifta menace inthe North Eastern,
and with deteriorated relations in the
East African Commaunity, An ideclogi-
cally angry Tanzania closed the border
with Kenyn In Ugonda, anarchy
reignedunder Presidents Milton Obote
andl Idi Amin, and a suceession of oth-
ers, The East African Commuinity col-
lapsed in the hands of President Keny-
attain 1977 The fallout was left to Mol
tosort out after the death of Kenyatta
in 1878, Enrlier, the Kilo famine ravaged
the country in 1970 and 1571 Imperted
yellow maize saved the situation,
under Mzee Kenyarta. Mol would expe-
rience the same several times, and
especially in BR00 WL and in K84 10
iR

The people chirged with food secu-
rity never quite lemmed to get it right.
Put together with a heavy dose of cor-
ruption and selfish interests in the cor-
ridors of power, food would remain &
crisis for government, right across
ench of the four regimes in Kenyva since
independence,

Chelera epidemic

The Kenyatta regime also wrestled
with the cholera epidernic of K71 and
1972 in several parts of the country.
Cholera would strike again and repeat -
edly in Kisumu, across the Kenyatta
ancl Mol regimes. The two regimesalso
contended with global energy crises
and recession. In spite of this, the coun-
try made significant development
acToss 3 wide rmnge of sactors: The first

6 years of independence sow advance-
ment in textile industries, motor vehi-
cle mssembly and in transport and com-
minication

Mombasa was an the growth path,
and opening up the rest of the country
and the region, Indeed, international
maritime authorities ranked the port
of Mombasa as the most efficient
between the Middle East and South
Africa in the 19705 and 1980s. Road
construction went on in diverse parts
of the coumtry, with aid from Jagan and
the World Bank. Hydroglectric and geo-
thermal plants were set up as a
response to the il shocks of the 1970s
and early 19805, The Kisumu molasses
project was lmnched in the same ern
It mever got to maturity, however,
mainly as afactor of cormipt conffict of
interest,

Agriculture stabilised under Keny-
attaand for awhile bocmed under Mal,
tobecome the backbone of the ration-
al economy. Coffee became the king of
casherops, Pyrethrum went through a
b season before bursting. Tea pro-
duction expanded 1o just under 100,000
Tespmes per annum. Sugar procuctionin
the Lake Basin grew apace, placing
money into many local pockets, About
100,000 smallholders in Nyanza and
Western produced about half of the
country’s cotton, which fed the grow-
ng textile indostry. Flsewhers, tourism
alsoboomed, with Kenya becoming the
place to g,

Kibaki’s short honeymoon

The post-Cold War democratisation
process, donor fatigee and poor gov:
ermance, however, turned the fortunes

= pE

of all of these sectors for the worse.
Presidient Mwai Kibaki would take over
an economically ailing nation in 2002,
rejected and sbandoned by the interns-
tional community.

Economic stimulation became his
faremost focus. How do we grow the
economy? This was Kibakis main
foous. President Kibaki had an initial
haneymoon with Western donors, who
funded reconstruction of ald mads and
construction of many new ones. He
instituted several economic. stimuli
packages that would leave the econo-
my growing at the mte of about & per
cent per annum, at his retirement in

2013,

Yo, Kibak's biggest challonge was in
democratisation. A president who
arrived in power fiying on the wings of
democratic slogans went on to stifle
democracy.

First was the exclusivist nature of
apening up participation in economic
oppartunities. Kibaki did poorly in the
inclusion of Kenyans in - opportunities
affered by his government. In appoint-
ments and in award of State-based
business and growih opportunities. his
home region of Central Kenya domi
nated everything, almost exclusively,

Towards the end of President Kiba-
ki's first terwre, the rest of the country
outside Central Kenyn was openty wolc-
ing concern over exclusion. The louder
the complaints became, the move Kiba-
i dug in In the end, ethnicity became
thee eentral campaign issue in the 2007
general and presidential dections in
which the incumbent faced off with
ONM's Raila Odinga. The country was
palpably badly polarised, with the

Kenya

— i

emergenceof such tode campaigm sho-

gans s “Forty-one tribes against one.”

Negative ethnicity and abuse of

gave Kibaki his biggest eri-

515, In the name of the post-election

violenoe of 2008, About 1300 Kenyarns
were killed

2007-2008 poll mayhem

Subsequent reparts by various
apthorities, such ms the Waki Commis-
sion Report, Truth Justice and Recon-
cilintion Report and the report of the
Kenya National Human Rights Com-
mission tell of arson, forced migra-
tions, cold-blooded murder and rape.
The country found itself before the
International Criminal Court (1CC),
with praminent politiclans and other
leaders answering to the charge of
crimes against humanity,

Kenya survived the crises, but tobe
nuded by o grand government of nathon-
al umity in which Rafla was named
Prime Minister, and to place the ICC
behind it - at least for the time being. 1t
jave itself a new constitution and fresh
opportunities, mostly through devolu-
tion and independent State institu-
thons.

A future government could still,
however, openup the I0C cases agninst
Uhuru and his deputy Ruto, as the clo-
sure of these cases was never definl-
tive. For now, Uhuru is riding the new
ooronavirus tiger into an unknown
future, He will need to work with very
fine and reflective minds, He will also
need 10 myuster personal patience and
exercise an aoute serse of judgement to
navigate the country through this
uncertiin period.

National 3

Relief for
workers
as Uhuru
assentsto
tax law

President Uhwru Kenyatta has
assented to the new tax law to
cushion the public and the econ-
orny from effects of Covid-18,

Twiocays after mernbers of the
Mational Assembly extended
their sitting past 6.30pm to con
chidethe business of the day, the
President assented to the Tax
Laws {Amendment) B, 2020,

The Bill, which was published
on March 30, has amended the
Income Tax Act (CAP 470, the
Value Added Tax Act of 2013, the
Exeise Duty Act (2015), the Tax
Procedures Act (2015), Miscelln-
neous Levies and Fees Act (2016)
and the Retirement Benefits Act
(1947,

The kiw provides for a 100 por
cent Pay As You Earn (PAYE) tax
relief for employess earning less
than Sh24,000 per month.

Those earning more than
Sh24,000 will benefit from PAYE
tax reductionof 5 per cent, trans-
lating to 25 per cent from 30 per
cont.

1 expect these measures 1o
complement other measures the
govertment has taken to mind-
misa the negative impact of the
coransviris an the econgmy and
on the welfare of the mwa-
nanchi,” hesaid

He added: “Thanks to our leg-
idators, we will now ensure that
employees have more of their
eamings available to them to
spend and reduce the corporate
tax buirden as an incentive to the
usiness enterprises.”

With the new law, employers
who had rushed to close thelr
payroll will be required to review
the PAYE percentage as imple-
mentation of the new tax law is
effective April L.

Revise payroll

“There is no law which states
the closure of payroll on 15th of
every month, Once the law is in
place, the emplovers mush revise
their payroll,” said Public
Accounts Committee chairman
amad Uames MP Opiyo Wandayi.

The Kenya Revenue Auathority
had posted on its website on
Wednesday: "Please note the
PAYE rate i now a Bill that is et
to be assented to. Use the old
rates until such a time when Par.
lament will pass the Bill into
e

A section of Tax law Teads:
“Reforms have been introduced
inthe Pay As You Easrn. The per-
sonal relief has been enhanced by
arcund ShEGE per month, from
the current Shl A0S o Sh2 400~

The lnwalso reises the thresh-
old for rmover ta to between
Shil rmiflion and Shs0 miltion so as
to exclude small-scale traders
from the presumptive tax, The
Bill was presented to the Presi-
dent for assent by Mational
Assembly Speaker Justin Muturi.
[Roselyne Dbala]
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POLITICS President may initiate co-operation with other parties

Ruto says NEC and not
Uhuru has ultimate say
in Jubilee over alliances

President's allies say
constitution allows the
partyleader to sidestep
the hostile wing of the
outfit linked to the DP if
he opts to enter a pact
with other parties.

h-unmﬂwnml
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Deputy President Willlam
Ruto has dismissed claims
President Uhuru Kenyatts has

Dr Ruto said decisions by
the ruling Jubilee Party are
not anchared onthe whims of

an individual, but party
organsand members

“Jubilee fraternity should
ignore propaganda peddied
by desperados seeking dubd
s ethnbe codlitions. Our pr
gressive comstitution v
power in party organs, not
personalities,” sald the DP

“Jubilee as the governing
party has o room for selfish
evil experiments meant 1o
benefit brokers and their 1k.”

Ruto made the remarks in
respanse to suggestions by
Uhuru allies, who cited a
clause in the party constitu
thon, which they say essen-
tially allows the party leader
tosidestepthe hostile wing of
the oastfit allbed to the DP if he
opts toenter a pact with other
parties.

Ulhru allies had eited Arti
cle 8 of the Jubilee constitu
thon, which states that the
party leader has the ultimate
powwers over the ninning of
the party and ¢an choose fo
enter political co-operation
with another coalition,

“The party lkeader shall pro
mate political consultation,
engagemnent and co-operation
with other pelitical parties
and coalitions,” reads Article
R

But vesterday, Ruto's allies
cited article 32 of the party
constitution that makes refer
imce toUhe National Executive
Committes (NEC s the organ
to make such a resolition.

“The Netional Executive
Committee may pass a resolu
thon to enter into a pre-ehec-
thon coalition with amy polit
cal party or parthes.” its states,
“The instrument of pre
election coalition shall bear
the signatume of the National
Chairperson and the Secre
tary General and Qh all be
soaled accordingly,”™ & smy's

Baringo North MP and Jus
thoe and Legal Affairs Commit-

Stangand]

tee LJLAIC) chalr William
Cheptumo described coalition
making a5 A FEOrous Process
that requires approvals by
VEFIOS party organs.

Alternative clause
“¥ou carmot read Article 9
in isolation. You have to

articles like the role uf NEC
and other party organs,” sald
Cheptumo,

“Farming a coalit
& simple matter and our panty
constitution provides for the
avenie that mclides NEC
making a resal . The par
k ader can initiste such a
process but he will be guided
by the party constitution,” he
explained

He cited the recent objec
tion of proposed changes to
the National Management
Committee (NMC) as a ulgn
that Jubilee is a democratie
party, which allows members
to participate in every deci
sion it makes.

His Kimilili cotnterpart
Didmus Barasa shared similar
vies, saving the cause only
Efvesthe party leader powers
te such A process,
as to be approved by
various party organs,

“Any inbtiative by any mem-
ber of the party has to be
tabled for deliberations by
various party organs. Those
trying tojustify the purported
poners of the party leader are
people keen to fum ical
parties into private entities,”

aaid Barssa

Uhuru  allies, however,
Insisted the party leader still
has the powers solong as NEC
members remain his picks.

Myeri Town MP Ngunjird
gzl il o biles
al Advisory Council (NA
Secretary Hassan Osman said
sn long a8 Uhura a8 'IJ)l‘
ol
In NEC, he retains theultimate
pewwers over the running of
the party.

"NE il will eontinue to
be made up of people whoare
primarily boyal 1o the party
leader. This means that should
hebe interested in a particular
coalition NEC would most cer-
tainly have it done” said
Ngumjiri,

He sabd the recent fight in

m___________________
Contentious
issues

u Constitution allows
Party Leader tosidestep
hestile wing of the outfit
allled to the DP if he opts
toenter a pact with
another parties.

uDF allies cited article

meMwnmmmmmmumowm Raila Odlinga during the kaunch
of Building Bridges Initiative report at Bomas of Kenya in Movemnber 27, 2019, [

fhord Onegn

the party over proposed
changes in NMC was part of
Tangatanga scher )
take control of the supreme
OTgan,

*They want NEC tobe Joyad
to the deputy party |-"1"1='I.?lld
agun\rth. part 1

p,u'u.l leader sothat ©
wants to bulld a coalition,
they can stop him. Unless it's

party leader,” he added,

“However the JI* constitu
tion foresaw this and gave the
party leader powers to
appoint most of the NEC offi-
cials so that he's able to lead
without internal attempted
coups.”

Majority Leader Aden
Duale, Benjamin Washiali
(Majority Whip), Senate
Majority Leader Kipehi
Murkomen and S
ity Whip Susan K
members of NEC awing to
Tl in Parfiament,
are Ruto allies
and are targeted for
ouster by Uhuru's
wing in a double-
pronged strategy
almed at handing
the president con-
trol of NEC, the
party as well as
control of gov
ernment busi-
mess in Parlia-
ment,
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President restricts
movement, extends
curfew by 21days

Presicent Uhur Kenyatta has
extended the omber on restriction
of mevement in and out of Nal-
robi Metropolitan aren and theee
other counties at the Coast for o
further 21 days.

Maoreaver, the nationwide
-to-diawn curfew from Fpm
arm that ended yestesday has
also been extended by o gmilar
rimber of days.

The inial order on cessation
of moverent, which affected
Nairobl, Mombasa, Kilifl and
h';m]L- coumiies, was lssued on

macle on March 25,

In his acidress tothe nition on
the current status of Covid-19,
the preshdent while exprossing
optimism that these measures
have yielded significant results,
insisted that the only way they
will be lifted was on advice from
health sxperts.

The president, however,
revealed that the government
will allow somie eateries and nis-
taurants to reopen for business,
but with clear and strict rules.

Whaaru said while such adjust
ments are being made, the gov
emnment will not in any way
hesitate from tightening the our-
rent sures and even add
miore if the situation worsens.

“1 want o be categorical and
restate that [ and the government
will not delay esc
desscalating the
moment our experts advice us
because it is they we should trust
to inform us if the risk has
reduced,” he said

However, the president noted,
some counties, namely Momba-
i 'md Kl\'l;l'

nl TIROTE THIE-
er and above what ls
in place may be added

“If this trend is not reversed,
e stringent measines will be
taken in consultation with
FeEpeCTive coum Y governments,”
he said,

On Wednesday, the govern-
ment ssued peessation of move-
ment order inand out of Man
dera County
for 21 days
due to its

high risk

factor
and adja-
oent bor-

der to
Soma

The county has eight cases.

Mombasa Governor Al Joho,
who was part of the address, said
the situation in his county was
worrying.

“From what we have seen,
there may be nead to tighten the
measures, but if we do that, the
common mwananchi is the one
who will suffer, and again the
same mwananchi is the salution
to the problem, You can avoid
@oing o hospital and be put on
ventilator by following what the
government is saying,” said Joho,

President Kenyatta said if
these measures were not taken
by his administration, Kenya
woilld have seen the worse of the
pandemic as witnessed in other
and large numbers of
e ol

Hesak as a result of the meas-
ares, which have been foll oed
oy many lnw abiding ctizens, the
has so far confirmed 343
cases, with seven new cases yes
terday while only 14 deaths have
been reported, Some 88 people
have also recovered from the
virus.

The Ministry of Health had
postulated that by { this
month, the nwmber CASES
woulel b 10,000,

"It 15 this attitude by law abid-
ingr Epnyans that has saved thou
sands of fanilies from grieving
for those who would ¢ rwise
have been lost due to coronavi
rus,” hesaid

The president said even as the
government keeps putting in
place measures amd observing
thelrimpact onthe spread of the
vines, plans were inplace to slow
Iy and strategically reopen the
coumntry for business, A fow eater-
jes and restaurants in selected
counties will be reopenad if they
put in l.lhl:i: pl

lins o test all

res [0 ensure they minimise L]].'
of the vimes to spresd.

“The Health CS will in due
course announce these protocols,
which we expect these facilitie
to abide by, But if th
followid by the estal &
it will lead toinstant ciosure and
prosecution” he said.

The Mational Hygiene Pro
gramme, to be launchied this
Witnesday, is part of the govern-
ment's plan to offer opportuni
ties to valnerable persons. The
programme will employ 26,148
yiuth in 23 informal settlorments
in sevencounties, Later it will be
expanded to kave over 100,000
people. [Graham Kajilwa]
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ﬁ When the government came close to buying its own land

How evicted firm
almost conned
Stateof Sh432m

AG sued company in
Ruailand sagato
recover Sh100 million
paid upfront, but noone
knows if the full amount
was refunded.

!ymm

e

koo ke

. the firm
S WeTagE
lamy , had artempted to
fraudulently sell the 1L600-acre
parcel o the government for
Sha32 milllion

The St T obtakmed
documents that provide 3 mre
peik into a deal that would
have robbed the country of
Eand and cash

Deputy Presiden
Ruto's business assoc
rick Osero, ha
o sy the DP has
PrOpErty.

were bs, however, no refer-

enceto Br Ruto, who served as
Eldoret North MPi
of the botched land

As Kenyans were ficated on
campaigns leading up to 2002
alections, Renton Company
wias quietly plotting the multi
million-shilling L

e, Pat
CE COMme out
aclaimon the

ot

n the Ministry
s mandated to help
ters own propérty, had
pproached to acquire
e,

th wast

Already, squatters had
o i andd setthed on the
erty, which was mistak-
thought to be part of the
Embakasi Ranching Schems,
Itself at the centre of numer-
s oo rship battles.

“Om the 20th of November
2002, Settlement Pand Trus:
tees ertered i:nhnl.ngr'enr'm
with Renton Company for th
saleto the former of the ab
land,” reads a 2006 letter by
the then I:lnrls 1'9m1'i|1r-|1r
Secretary Erd

In the ket

koo institute alegal
reoover & S0 rl-
paid four years

carlier to Renton Company.

Breach of agreement

Tuiding the delivery of
puted property,
“Setthement Fund Trustees
later discovered tha
which Renton Company Lim
Hed purported 1o sell to
was petually reserved fo
it by the City
letter further

reads,
In an interview with The

Sunday Standard yesterd
Mwongera conflrmed the can-
cellation of the sale deal ’m:L
the circumstances that
infsrmed his dects

He said any property set
asicdie for pubhic wse could ney-
er be allocated for any other
purpose, regardless of who the
allocating authority s

“It is a very elaborate pro-
i8S o reverse any land set

v,

aside for publicutilities, which
enitadl rajor pblic par-

civil servant

After the agreement with
the Settlement Fund, Renton
Company was paid Sh100 mil

lignwhile the balance of Sha32
milliomw: e pad upan the
handing over of the propery,

Evicting the sqoatters
already residing on the land
would have been among the
things that Remton had to doto
ensure the sale conditions
were met,

The years that followed wit

essed a change of geard in
blic offices, a fact that
complicated pros-
for Renton.
ithin three years of the
sale and with the downpay
ment paid, the trustees of the
Settle t Fund changed
their mind about the seouisi-
thom of the property.

Rentom was required to
refund the momey, which it
claimed it did not hive and
prropesed to s tager the repay -
ments.

On December 8, 2004, Ren
ton, through its lawyers,

repaid Sha0 million in the first
instatment, while the balance
was to be spread over three
other instalments.

But Mwongem was growing

ay the balance of ShE0 mil-
LS ’h|~ acerued interest

AG Wako moved to court on
behalf of the Settlement Fund,
successfully arguing that the

India sends anti-malarial
drug to Kenya in virus war

Inetia will dispatch a consign-
meni i Kenga of an anti- malarial
drug reported tohave the poten
tial to help treat Covid 18

A consignment of hydroy
chloroguine will be shipped ina
fiew weeks following a deal thar
was reached between the two
EOVETIIMENTS.,

Sources privy o the dea
saw India relax restrictions o
axpart the drug to any country
sild Prime Minister MNa |rLr|r|r'|
Modi's government all
379,000 tablets to be shi;:DecI to

Kenya as a special ges ture,

It is true that the drog mams:
factured by Ipca Laboratories, an
nternational company based in
be exported o
e theal
company in Nairobi to help Cov
id I']r\m't'nh said the Hl?lll't'l'

dnigon '.1..11'1
saw US President Donald Trummp
warn of retaliation against the
Asian nation,

g termed by Mr Trump
a possible "game changar” when

the country just days after the
US' Mational Institutes of Health

cin as a Covid-19 treatment.
The LS panel
doctors, pb ac

sion. [ Evertyne Kwamboka]

omprising 50
pNperts and
ag could

art complicathons, The
hx!(] and Dug Administration
also warned against using the
& without medical supervi

salewas frawdulent andthat Ren
ton took advantage of the trus
s’ Brnorance to el them hnrl
that was meant for a publie utili-
L

e plaint
the law society conditions of sale
and the agreement of sale condi

tions, the defendant had a duty to
disclose fo the plaintiff the exist

ence of all rights, privileges,
latert easement or other lHabili-

wers that as per

Special. Fealiite

Giving Tuesday is a global day of giving and unity that will

dard]

T
directed to repay the bal-
ance in full to the Settlement
Fund

To date it is not
momey was pakl,

That woul & the culmina-
tion of th sode of the
bomgz-running drama surrounding
the public land that was taken

arvd wis

clear If the

GI¥ING.
TUESDAY

May 5, 2020

Making an impact on vulnerable
families affected by COVID-19

hmofrrm:mﬂ'nmm!astnnhlcesmﬂnnlﬂefﬂmdmlﬂndm\ﬂedmﬂmﬂ!
State'srepossession of public land in Ruall, [Davd Naags, 5

back by the State ||'1‘:r ook,

1t ks still too early to tell if the
Fresh reposs mwil mark the
eid of the saga, glven the deter-
mination of the company tohold
ontothe property despite gl the
challenges.

By the time excavators
to the site, o wall runni
the ent 00 neres had been
erected and a police station with
at least 20 officers put up.

red

take place on May 5, 2020, as an emergency response to the
unprecedented need caused by COVID-19. This special feature
will look at the impact this day of action has around the world
while also identifying organizations that are demonstrating

the power of kindness and generosity.
Find out the individuals, Corporates and Organizations hitting
the mark in this special feature on GIVING TUESDAY in the
Standard Newspaper on 5 May 2020.

The project coordinator Stanley Musembi will contact you for
further information and booking of space.

Reach himon @0720 355091
or through @ smusembi@standardmedia.co.ke
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PROFILE. The rise and rise of Kenya's Health chief administrative secretary

Mwangangi, the doctor

‘pm Mwangangiis
easily the most visible
face incoronavirus
briefings held
outside Afya House.

[} By Mercy Korlr
’ T SR R T
L cnke

The night before
Mercy  Mukui
Mwangangi was

appointed chief
’ administrative

secretary in the

Health minis

try, she was

- weighing her
Oprions on

three lucra

tive health
econamist job

offers.

i The following
marmning, as she
was rushing to
attend a meeting, Dr
Mwangangi, ran the
three offers over in

her mind.

Which one
wotiled she pick?
But  then

minutes later,
her world
chumged after Presi
dent Uhurn Kenyat
ta named the chief
administrative secre-
tary for health.
“It was surreal. At
some point 1 thought it
waes a prank " she says of the
AnnoUnceEnem L
It eaught her by surprise, a5
it did everyone else who won
dered, who is Mercy Mivangungi?

Pressbriefings
Today, evervone who watches daily
jpress briefmgs on the Covid-19 pandemic
in Kenya knows Mwangangi as the saft
spoken yet firm young doctor whe, in the
mice of llralrh Cabinet Secretary

p, steps in to give Kemans,
a:ld ﬁ}e wn?ld updates on the wirus"

Sh' 15 the 5" right hand woman - the
o wrk side by side,
Barn in Machakos in 1986, Mwangangi
mu to Pangani Girls, Mairobi, for her
h school aducation, and then went on
e from the University of Nai-
with a bachelor of medicine
e of surgery.
d the Machakos Level 5 Hos
ane-year internship. There
ifntern doctors at the hospital,
.uﬂ.ﬁluw spent her time there by
patients’ badsides or in the theatre, only
ﬂmh.mg to imtern quarters to catch a
breath and change before doing every
thing all cwer again
Her first posting was in Mer South,
and it was not exactly what she had
expected, Mwangangi had expected to

oontimie working with patients. Instead,
she found herself in the public health
department.

Her father, who she describes as her
greatest cheerleader, encouraged her 1o
take up the posting.

Itwens at Meru South - currently Thara-
ka-Nithi County - where the young doctor
beganher career in the public health sec-
tor, Her first order of business wis a
meeting with the District Health Manage-
ment Team (DHMT).

Kot easily intimidated

Then in her 205, o one in the meeting
WIS R YO,

Sritl, nothing intimidates Mwangangi,
whi says she thrives in situations whene
somebody i needed to step up, organise
and get things going with a certain goal
in mind

“1 lparnt to take my sast ot the tahle
and make my voice heard, because for
vour volee 1o be heard you have to speak
ot Jowndd,” she says.

During her school davs, Mwangangi
winsa team leader inher class; a corvener
in both class and extracurricular activi
ties.

Later, a master's degres in health eco-
nomics and policy from the University of
Adelalde in Australia gave her a wider
lens with which she viewed Kenya's
health sector,

Mwangangi credits her two years in
Australia with laying the foundation of
who she hasbecome, Thers, she says, she
observeda different calture doing things
that taught her the vahue of integrity.

“Back in Kenya, 1 alwiys worked o
ke sure that every penny counted,” she

Mwangangi's journey to the top has
been anything but easy, She first volun-
teered to work unpaid for B8 months in
the Health ministry while devolution was
taking shape, before she was posted to
the ministry's monitoring and evaluation
department.

Here, the young doctor got a good view
of the entire health sector by interacting
with all spheres in the ministry,

Soon, she was part of the team evaluat
ing performance contracts and appraisals
for the National Hospital Insurance Fund
{NHIF ).

After five months of working on
reports and presenting them to senior
managers, at 29, Mwangangl was pro-

to head the health fmancing divi-
siom, which at the time was struggling to
eraft operntional strategies,

In no time, the division wason s feet,

“This is the time we put together the
Linda Mama programmse for free mater-
nity services, the health inswrance strat-
egy for the poor and many other initia-
tives, including the conditional grant
framework for county governments,” she
TECOUDES.

Mwangang served In the position for
a yeqr and a half before being moved w
support the crafting of the Universal
Healtheare (UHC) agenda into an action-
able plan, together with four other offic-
(22

During one of her presentations in
‘Washington DC, the then Health CS Sicily

\Aqith a big public voice

Kariuki noticed the talented young doctor
wiho was working in her minisery, albeit
inohsourity.

Before long. Mwangang!, who would
rather keep toher self working on figures
to make sense of a certain health inter-
wention, found herself serving asa techni-
cal advisor to the CS, Her bigest task was
piloting UHC.

Prior to the coromavirus pandemic,
Mwangangi was synonymaous with UHC.
If amyone needed to know how a certain
population should be included in the
plan, she was the person to ask. If one
needed 1 know how much money would
be needed and how to finance UHC, she
wias the persom to ask. To date, she says
UHC remains chose to her heart.

As the chifel administmthe secretary,
thi introvert wis suddenly thrown into
the Emelight. She would nolonger be the
idvisor to the Health ministry's leader-
ship, but be aleader herself,

And just when one would think that
she has it all, that she has reached the pin-
nacle of her caresr, the soft-spoken doc
tor pulls another surprise: she still wants
to become an orthopaedic surgeon.

After moving from a general practi-
tioner to working inthe public health see-
tor and becoming & health economist,
Mwangangh sees her current position is
the second-and-a-half phase ofher life.

“I learnt to take my seat at
the table and make my voice
heard, because for your
voice to be heard you have
to speak out loud.”

Dr Marcy Mwangangi

“I beligve in five iterations in ona’s
career, By the time you die, you should
have five versions or five different spaces
in which you haveserved,” she says,

She pheked the mantr from Julie Bish-
op,oneof her mentors, during her studies
in Anstralia whio took her through alead-
ership programme,

Although the position she holds has
tracitionally been clouded by politics,
there is no strand of political ambition
Inside Mwangang.

She says politics is not a priorityat the
morment, not with her hands full, learming
how to transate the needs of compmini-
ties into actionable plans and affect
change, and deaing with the demands of
the coronavirus pandemic and the UHC
ek

“My mother says I'm married to my
wiork,” she says

Her mother could be right. The first-
bornof two children, with a 10-year age
gap between her and her younger broth-
er, seems to be inno hurry tosetthe down

Although she now sits ina bgger office,
Mwangangi says she misses nmning up
and domem the wards at her first posting
s a genersl practitioner n Meni it kept
her physically fit, shesays.

“Twe added weight from sitting in the
office with no tme to work out,” she
uips.
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Pandemic gives us
lessonsonhow to

change healthcare

“| do not see us going
back to our previous
ways of doing things."

By Marcy Karis

iy (i standardmenia cole

Do you think Cowd-19 might
e a blessing for African coun-
tries in the long torm, medically

ing?

Every dark clowd has a silver
lining, Covid-19 has shed a light
4an hovw we programme car pub
lic health interventions and
imvestments in public health
senvirity, [ would not say it s o
blessing, but rather a much
needed lesson and push for us to
e bl toreprogramme the way
we dothings and pay attention,

There have been debates that
we are giving Covid-19 unde-
served focus in Africa and stray-
ing away from other equally
impostant health concems inthe
continent. Ané we?

There is nead for a fine bal
AM0E; COMOTAVErS ks not walt ng
for ather diseases, and neither
T it puit @ s on them

There is still a lot of back-
ground work going on in the
other disease programmes even
as we focus on the Covid-19
respanse, The fear ks that our
country might fall into the situ-
ation like the one facing devel
oped countries, 0 Covid-19 has
become o priority.

There aré some wiho accuse
‘the mindstry of lacking strategy.
‘What i your take?

We have a well thought -out
contingency and respanse plan
that was reviewsd by seversl
stakeholders including the
World Health Organisation and
Adrica Centres for Disease Con
trol and Prevention. It is the
bibeprint that we areusing.

It ook at what three manths,
six months or even the post
coranavins health sector inter-
wienthors would look ke,

There |s suspicion that the
Health ministry ks managing the
pubilic by defiberately understat-
ing the numbar of positivecases.
Is this true ?

The numbers that we capture
are highly dependent on the
nurmbers that we test. Ifwe dou-
bled the numbers we test by
Inereasing our eapacity, we
would capture more.

We are also looking at our
surveillance datain terms of the
pReumonia cases inour health
Facilitios to determine the true
losad of coronavinis We ane try-
ing to review all the patients

with a history of fever or any
respiratory iiness in our-senti-
nel sirveillance sites.

What Is the actual daily test-
Ing capacity?

Our capacity is 30000 tesis
per day, but right now we are at
an average of 1000 tests per
day.

What is the status of full Per-
sonal Protection Equipment
(PPE) for front line workers in
the country? Do we have

ugh?

Afull PPE kit is dependent an
the area where the healthcare
wiorker i I inisolation or quar-
antine site with confirmed or
suspected cises, they muss have
face shields or gogazles 1o pro-
tect their eves, the right face
mask; a full gown or suit, and
appropriate type of gloves and
gumboots,

For healtheare worke rs in so-
Lation units, we are prepared, 1
would not aliow any healtheare
wiarker to get into those spaces
without the right protective
ERar.

Shnce patients are still com-
ing into health facilities, anoth-
er group of healtheare workers
in outpatients or casualty units
are at risk. For this group, we
hive the NS5 masks and appm-
priate gloves,

Some 4,500 full kits and
200000 companents such as
gloves and N95 masks have
been distributed throughout
the eoumitry, High burden coun-
ties of Mombasa, Nairobi and
Siaya have each recehved mors
Full kits. The counties have also
supplemented this, and we are
not receiving any complaints
from them,

Are all these PPEs from
danors?

Ningty per cent hove been
financed through government
resources, but we also have
donations from the business
cormmumy.

There have been reports of
fake PPES in the US. Have you
encountened any in Kenya ? What
controls an inplace?

It is imiportant that PPEs offer
protection. As a minlstry, we
ensure that accreditation mech-
anisms are more robust. We are
working with other regulatory
autharities to ensure that they
are of good quality.

The Cabinet Secretary has
alsy made sure that the kits are
acoeptable by healtheare work-
ers by Involving them n the
disign process for thelr oomifort
end protection.

What is your target and proto-
col for mass testing? What
‘would mass testing look like?

Ecbaally it would imvolve test-
irg the susceptible population
in the eowntry, wiich should be
everyone, but we have 1o ration-
alise our testing. We are begin-
ning with targeted testing, We
will start with a cohort of
20,000 tests for our healtheare
workers for their own protec-
thon wnd any Kenyan interacting
with them.

The police and other security
personnel will be i, We have
hdentified areas and groups in
different parts of the country.

Community screening
through community healthval-
unteers to pick out fevers of
unknown origin throwgh tem-
peraturé screening is another
area we are exploring, in addi
tion to rapid testing and anti-
body survelllance testing.

Thare is a shortage of testing
lkits globally. How many kits do
wi have? How are the kits dis-
tributed nationally?

We have 10 active testing
sites in the country, but we ane
Inoking af accredit ing more and
activating 193 GeneXpert
machines so that every county
has capacity to test.

Chinese billionaire Jack Ma
donated about 20,000 kits, bat
a kit flone is not sufficient with
ot thie swabs to collect samples
and other components to make
a suecessful test run. Dur big-
mest limitation to testing is not
the kits, but the components to
Furn the tests,

How much has baen spent 5o
far from the Covid-19 kitty?

Shil hillion has been expend
ed, but we are in negotiations
with the World Bank for Sh5bil-
lion maore,

Wil same of the money cater
for the cost of isalation for Ken-
yans whoare inmandatory quar-
antine and isolation?

It's clear that there are vul-
nerable groups that require this,
We are doing & billing study in
the ministry to look into this.
Some people haove incurred
berween 250,000 to Shi million
fior ICT care. With the various
health committess in parlia
ment, we are booking at how to
cushion Kenyans from these
costs that would be prohibitive
fior the commaon mwananchi,

When can Henyans expect

Chiaf Adminkstrative Secretary in the Ministry of Health Or Mercy Mwangang. [# chward Kplmo, Saandad]

through a team that is looking
at casé management to weigh
the ideal situations in which it
can be rolled out.

Our situation might be prov
tracted and it might be unsus-
tainable to run the current
interventions as they arve.
Home-based care will offer a
much needed relief to the health
system but it requires discipline
from Kemmans. They have to put
in place measures of home to
make sure that other family
members do not contract the
wirus. There is a fine halamee in
executing home-based care and
miaking sure that the implemen-
tation is dome right.

Can our front-line medical

T andiso- oxpect new allow-
lation? AneEs?
Home-based care |5 an inter- W hawie proposed 8 compre-

wention that weare considering

hensive care package for our

front-line workers. Different
healtheare workers have differ-
ent packages, Life nsurance
covers are also on the table
should they be affected. Others
are allowances in terms of risk
and exposire and a package for
paycho-socinl support. The
Cabinet is currently deliberat

ing on this and once done,
through the Public Service
Commission and the Ministry of
Health, we shall umveil i,

Whendoyou expect to flatten
the Covid-19 curve and relax the
stringent contalnment meas-
ures? What would be the crite-
ra?

MNon-pharmaceutical inter-
ventions from every individual
i ke, Our peophe are the ‘social
vaccine' for Covid-19

So far we are not dolng very
well. For example, we still see

some individuals crowding in
spaces and not observing phys-
ial distancing.

Countries that strictly impls
mented the measures we have
put in place managed to flatten
the curve, and when they
relmed the measures, they sms
aresirgence of the vinis,

We should sée these maas
ures as a new normal that we
hve to adopt and probably
learn to live with coronavirus.

Will things ever goback to nor-
mal?

Experts say this wave may
subside but in another two to
three years we might see anoth-
et pandemic. We have tobe pre
pared for pandemics by chang
ing how we live, moving for-
ward. ] do not see s going hack
to previous wavs of doing
things,
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m The community is the most critical battlefront in war against coronavirus

We need military precision to
fight deadly invisible enemy

Kepher
odhiambo

any definition, the i

the world finds itselfi

w6 biological warfare

The enemy, Covid-18, is as formida
an enemy & can be found.

It destroys the fabric of sockety. It
disables and kills, disrupts the econo-
my, restricts freedom of movement
ared warship, disrupts eduention, and
helps umdermine authority.

It is a mistake to think of coronavi
rus as only a disaster. A disaster hasa
timescale, after which the aftermath
sets in. But this current crists self-per-
petustes; the disaster worsens daily
ared the aftermath escalmes,

Criticatly, we have closed our bor
ders. This i5 a move associated witha
declamtion of war, This type of enemy
i routinely studied in military institu-
thoms (including our Mational Defence
Collegeunder the subject of miclear
and biodogzical warfare, and models on
b b tackle br hve been desigred
accordingly.

Cowld-19 haes fooled many notions,
Kenya included, intoforusing all their
attention on the medical angle asif it
i the sole battle front, Some oour-
tries an: looking for others to blame,
and excopt for a fow Buropean and
Askan rations, the rest of us have the
wrong approach,

The most critical bat the front for
this disease is the community, Onceit
is Jost, victory is almost impossible
and we will suffer great casalties

We have three weapons at our dis-
posal: awareness, attitude change and
acthoms (3As). Because they do not
appear impresshe, most coimtries
have taken them for granted

Those in authority nesh to enforce
‘ctions’ before citizens hive fully
unclerstood the first twosteps, This
leadds to negative atritudes and failure
b commipdy.

A missing slement in this wariza
comprehensive command and control
structure. Assodated with thisisa
sometimes discordant, Inadequate or
absent communications and logisties
(human and materials) support sys-
e

Who are the commanders in this
witr? s thert a hemrchy? Apart from
the nationa response team and coun-
ty teams, how bow does the command
srructure go? How much do the lower
echekns know?

Are there teams dedicated to fight-
inge this war, or e they doing it as
part af other daily activities? How can
it be prioritised?

In the military, every level of comr
v, inelucding the smallest eell of
three soldiers, has a level of independ
ence but with claar linkages at every

il bofy

step, right tothe top, so that specific
tasks are prioritised and executed pre
cisely.

Doees every village headman or
Nwrrmber Kumi leader know their spe-
cific commands?

Medical personnel are not our
front-line soldiers. They are our stro-
tegic reserve forces, our special forees.
Thiese forces should be deployed spar-
inghy and vaed tohit the eneny at crit-
ical entry paints, or when the front
lime has been breached and over-
whelmed.

Quiaranting i one af the mast pow-
erful weapons against Covid-19 and
muzst be owned by the community,
with pride. This can be at home ot in
designated isolstion centres,

The move by law enforcement offie-
ors to turn Esolation centres into penal
institutions - thus demonising quar-
antine - sends the wrong message and
will result in rejection

‘When 1interviewed my nefghbours,
nione of them were willing tobe guar-
antined becanse of the prison' stigma
and neglect in the centres as exposed
oy themexdia, (A few have since
charged their mineds after Teaplained
the mtionale behind the solation con-
cept),

While the regular updates by the
Ministry of Health on the disease pat:
terns and trends appear to be useful,
ithe trwe meaning of the data ks only
clear to people with backgrounds in
epidemiotiory.

The reports of leaders worldwide
eatng imible pie 15 because they inf-
tially trivialised, out of lack of epide-
miological appreciation, the seeming-
Iy lowr rambers in the disease's early
phases,

The media, especially social media,
are the community's mouthpiece and

“It is critical that we
make anti-Covid 1%
‘weapons’ (personal
hygiene, face masks,
social distancing, self-
isolation and State
quarantine available and
attractive to citizens.
The orders to punish
errant citizens through
quarantine should
therefore be rescinded
immediately."

should best reflect understanding and
adoption of the 3As. But when they
start questioning the government’s
antions and undermine its authority, a
credibility gap is generted,

It ks istounding how governiments
have neglected social media as aplat-
form for executing this war, It has
become the voice of authority that is
determining what mainstream maedia
1s ponsuming.

Unformanately, the conspimey theo-
ry wing is active, and it is bringing
positive efforts in this war into disre-
pule,

Sensathonalism of periphen] issees

has taken centre stage and the disese
i fighting hack. Troops have been
mfiltrated and are stuck inthe social
media swamp,

Moving forward, the national and
countTy governments should re-
cxamine thelr efforts, enhance the3As
and let communities own this war
that hos 5o far been labelled o "govern:
ment effort’,

The status of the 3As must be negu-
larly evaluated, preferably at the
Nowmber Kumlevel, and reports made
public, The involvement of local woic
es |k chiofs, religious leaders, teach-
ers, students in tertiary institutions
and paliticians is important and they
should be roped in to help without
further delmy,

Because disaster management
cOmML(BEs O eIMergenCy response
teams are not prepared o handle this
kind of crisis, it is eritical that the
nation taps sendor officers trained in
héclogical warfare. They are an invalu-
dinle resource and, together with the
National Intelligence Service, can
design appropriate response models
for all levels of society.

Punish citizens

1t is eritieal that we make anti-Cov-
i 19 weapaons” (personal hyg bene,
fivce masks, soclal distancing, self-iso-
Iatiomand State quarantineg) aviilable
and attractive to citizens. The orders
topunish errant citizens through
uarantineshould therefore be
nescinded immedintely.

The conditions in quarantine cen
tres must be improved to make them
attractive and welcoming to citizens
wha suspect they may be sick. The
State has to be the friend of citizens
who arebest placed todetect and
report law breakers.

It s & tall order to rely pirely on
brute forcein this war. The aim should
be to create analliance with citizens,

Media houses should look for spon-
s0rs and come tp with programmes
promoting the 3As. These would have
2 big impact If they run every few
howrs on mdio statians,

Social media must be recruited as
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anally. There should be teams to
check for Lies and counter with facts.
Truth will win easily but it needs tobe
delivered consistently.

The briefs by the Health ministry
shoubd continue, but not every day.
Thecitizens da not necessarily neod
to krvow how the medics are doing
although important information like
morale and svailability of persanal
protection equipment can be broad
cast,

Chur regular Kenya Defence Foroes
are now an suxiliary support division,
wha, because of their training, are
best placed to assist and support the
infantry (citizens), especially in logis-
ties, communbeation mnd ot her chal-
lenges.

They will help in managing the chal
lenges the country is facing. Deploving
the military as such does not imply
martinl law, It is Jst prudent reas-
Signment.

Do not deploy the military on secu
ity issues. The regular palice are still
best placed for thet. They only need to
kst sensifised that citizens are fellow
eombatants and should not be brutal-
ised.

The medical services are now your
special forces and they should b well
armedd, Juest like any war adversary,
Covid-19 'knows' the devastatimg
damsage o morale cansed by the los
of even a single doctor. The single
mest important weapon in war &
troop morale and readiness to depley,
sained from understanding and
appreciating howeritical theirroles
areinevery skinmish, battle and phase
of the war,

Citizerns must own this war - mind,
hody and soul. And while those who
err must be punished, this must nothe
at the expenseaf athers. Finally, and
this point carnot be reitersted strong-
Iy emoughe do not turm quaranting
facilities into centres for detention
without trial. The infected will simply
go underground.

D Oclhigambo is @ consulfant ortho
paedics and frauma sugeon He
servedin the military for 25 pears

Rights
agency
queries
police

An international human rights
agency has warned against the
use of quarantine to punish cur-
fow offenders.

The International Commission
of Jurists (I0T) yesterday socused
the police of weaponising the
fight amainst the viral disease o
harass and extort money from
meimbers of the publie,

This came as some Kenyans
cladmed that they had been
detained in varins government
facilitios for failing to pay quar:
antine fees,

The Semate Committee on
Covid-19 was on Thursday told
how incivideals who have tested
negative more than once were
atill being held in the varous
UITATEING CEREYES for HOE paying
servioe fees running 10 ShH0,000

Yesterday, ICJ Chairperson
Kelvin Mogeni called on the gov-
ernment to establish o task force
to look into reports of abuse and
violations of rights at these cen-
tres.

“1CT reminds the government
and the National Police Serviee
that every enforcement miust be
lowwful, Thee 14-day quarantine is
mot and should not be a form of
punishment but a measure to
curb the Covid-19 pandemic,”
aaid Mr Mogend in a statement,

“The quaranting mist not be
wenponised by the police to har
ass, punish ar ask bribes from
Kenyans. We, therefore. call on
the government to establish a
task farce to look into reports
arising out of slmses and viola
tions oocurring in the context of
enforcement of quamntine meas-
ures,”

1CT further urged the govern-
ment, in codlabomtion with coun-
ties, to ensure that Kenyans who
need medical care that is only
available in the capital or other
hespitals in emergency Situations
are allowed access despite the
dusk-tosdawn curfew and lock
diown of some counties.

In Pariiament, a protest letter
from some of thoss in mandatory
quarantine to Acting Director
General of Health Patrick Amoth,
was submitted to the Nairobi
Senator Johrson Sakaja-led com-
miitree for ingervention.

The victims painted o picture
of a government keen on collect
ing service fees from those in
mandatory quarantine before
they can be released. They ques-
tioned why theywiere being com
pelled to part with money or have
their passports detained when
there were funds from interna-
tianal donors and contributions
by Kenyans to help in the fight
against the disense.

“Whiy are wie being eompelled
1o pay for mandatory quasantine
when it was a government-initi-
ated policy and the govermment
has received sufficient funding
towards the Covid-19 response?™
they asked. [Moses Nyamori]
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w&mrﬁ think instances of “reinfection” in recovered patients are more likely relapses in patients whose bodies had not cleared the virus

20 promising drugs and vaccines inthe

Researchers are burning
the midnight oilto come
up with a solution to ease
the strain on healthcare
systems.

By Christine Soares
Merical Efiter. Reuters

With much of the world living in
Iockdowm, the sprend of the ning cor-
nawvirus, Sars-CoV-2, that was first
detected in China late last year is
beginnkng 10 skow in some places,

As of April 19, 2.4 milion had been
infected and MES000 killed by Covid- 16,
the disease cansed by the virus,

While a safe, effective vaccine is still
mare than i year maiy, researchers are
rushing to repurpose exsting drugs
anid non-drug, theraples, and testing
promising experimental drogs that
were already in clinical trisls,

Even moderately effective therapies
or combinations could drammatically
redhioe the crushing demand on hospl-
tals and intensive careunits, chnnging
the nature of the risk the new patho
gen represents (o populations and
healtheare systems.

Newdrugs, together with new diog-
nostics, antibody tests, patient- and
contact-tracing technologies, disease
surveillance and other early-waming
tevoils, mean the antieipated next ‘wave’
of thie global pandemic does not have
torbe nearty as bad as the firse,

More than 70vecrine candidates are
also i development arcund the woarld,
with at least five inpreliminary testing
i poaple, Here are some of therm:

Gllead Sclences: Remudesir
Type: Drug

‘Status: Repurposed experimental
Early results: 0-3 mont hs,

Antiviml drug, originally developed
torcombat RMA viruses including res
pirstory syncytial virus, At least 13l
als underway inChina, Europe and the
United States with preliminary results
from rwo Chinese trials expected as
so0n o5 April 2020, A Februory assess
ment by the WHO flagged this cands
date as the mast promising for battling
Cinvit-18
Caveats

Initial data are expected to come
froem studies of patients with relative:
Iy severe Covid-H Because mtivimls
wark best when patients ane healthier,
those results may show limited effec-
tiveness.

Hydroopehlorogueine chioroguine
Tyypee: Dirig

Status: Repurpised

Early results: -3 months

Malarin drug also befieved to hove
antiviral activity. Blocked Sars-CoV-2
enfry into cells in an in-vitro experi-
ment. Inone small Frenchstudy, some
Covid-19 patients showed improve-
ments but there was o wayto know if
the drog was the reason. Results pub-
lished In Aprfl from another study in
Framee anvd ome in China found no ben-
efit in patients treated with the drug.
Dozens more clinical studies are
underway arcund the world.

Rochi: Actemra (fociliziniab )

Type: Dnig,
Status: Repurposed

Earty results: (-3 months

Monoclonal antibody spproved for
rheumatoid arthritis and also for treat-
ing the ‘cytokine storm” imrmine over
response in cancer pathents. Fifteen
registered trials in China, Burope and
the United States are testing it on
Covid-19 patients, alone or in com
parison to other therapies. Ome French
trial ks booking at 28-day effects on
Covid-19 in patients with advanced or
miEtasatic cancer.

Sanofi, Pharmaceuticals:
Kevaara (sarilimab)

Type: Drug

Status: Repurposed

Earfy results (-3 months,

Monoekonal antibody spproved for
inflammatory arthritis, and in trials
targeting the 'aytokine stormy immune
response In severely Il Covid-19
patients. Regeneron's chiel scientific
officer has said initinl dataon effective-
ness oould comee by late April
MNorvatis, Incyte: faka vl (momiitiei)
Type: Drug
Status: Repurposad
Early results: 0-3 months.

Developed to treat inlammatory
and autoimmune diseases, and inlate-
stage development as a cream for
atople dermatitis. One trial each in
Canada and Mexion will test the drug
n Covid-19 patients with severe res-
piratory symptoms associated with
the eytokine starm’ immne resgonse,
with preliminary results expected by
June 2020, In the US, Novartis estab-
fished a managed access prog mmme
for use i severe/very severe Covid-19
liness on April 7

Moderna/Niakd: mANA 1273
Type: Vaccine
Status: Experimental
Earty resuttss 0-3 months

RHNA vacrine made with messenger
RNA {mRNA) encoding the spike pro-
tein of SARS-CoV-2 encapsulated ina
lphd mamoparticle. The phase 1 mrial
with 45 subjects aged 18-55 at three
locations in the United States will
evalunte the vaccine's snfety and pro-
vide early data on the immune
response it induces, Trial completion
is anticipated to be June 1, 2080

Cormwnesoen f plrsmes
Type: Non-drug therags
Earty resultss (-3 mont hs.

Flood plnsma from recovered Cov-
id-19 patients is transfused into
patients who are corrently il, in the
hope the freshly-made antibodies it
contatns will belp fight the virus. The
method has been used for more than
100 years and carries little risk of harm
or sideeffects. Small cose studies sug:
gest it may hetp reduce vinis levels,
and controlled trials are n progress in
China, Furope and the United States to
gather stromger evidence for o benedit.
Results published in April from a study
n I patierts with severe illness in
China found stgnificant improvement
compared to simBar patients who did
nit receive the treatment,

Caveats

Immedintely svaliable and already
i limited use, but supply of plasma
from recovered patients may not be
sulfficient 1o meet all needs, Purther
studies of recovered patients must

Growth rate of new coronavirus cases

Covid-19 is continuing to spread globally, with more than 50 countries
currently seeing a rapid rise in new cases. In others, the growth rate
has slowed following the introduction of national lockdowns

GROWTH RATE OF COVID-19 CASES WORLDWIDE" (as of Apr 22, 2020)

Note: Countries
with less than 100
cases not shown

GROWTH RATE FOR SELECTED COUNTRIES
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*Growth rate shows how frequently number of cases has doubled over previous seven days

Source: The New York Times
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alsodetermine if everyone produces a
full immune response to the infection,
indluding ‘neutralising antibodies” at
sufficiently high levels to become
doeors.

Abbwie Kaletra (fopinavinifomaeir)

Type:Drizg
Status: Repurposed
Early results: 0-3 months.

Antiviral combination used totreat
and prevent HIV infections. More than
twenty trinls ground the world are
testing the dnug s a Covid-19 treat-
et or post-xposure prophylads for
people with high-risk close contact
with o confirmed case. Initial results
expected as soon ns May 2020,
Caveats

One randomised controllied trial in
China published results in March
sherwing no differences in viralloador
28-day mortality among 199 patients.

Median time to elinical improvement was
one doy shorter in patientstaking the drog.
However, the same investigators, doctors
ot Jinyintan Hospital in Wuhan, said in
April that they bebeve Kaletra, as well as a
speond drug, bismuth potassiom citrate,
helped some Covid-19 patients.

shiic haalth
ch lic

1tre,
Changging Sidemu Bistechnology Co

Ltk NKGRD-ACE2 CAR-NK colls

Type: Non-drug thempy

Status: Experimentsl

Early results: (-3 momnths.

NEGZD receptor for the immune sys-
tem's narural killer (NK) cells paired with
the ACE-2 receptor that the coronaviras
uses to enter human cedls. A multicentre
Phase 1/2 trial in 90 patients is testing
whther this ool therapy can prevent the
Sars-CoV-2 virus from entering cells and
rwiltiphying, and will look at eficicy over
28 days m patients with severe or critical

Covid-19 peumonia,
Novavax: NUVY-Co V2373
Type: Vaccine
Status: Experimentil
Early results: -3 mont hs.
Novavax said its Matrix-M adjuvant
woild be weed with the waccine candidate
NVX-CoVERT3 - to enhance immune
responses, Trials in 130 adults & expected
to begin in mid-May with preliminary
Immunogenicity and safety results in Juby,
seonting to the firm.
Caveats
Serorg Immunogenkeity inanimal tests,
but might require two doses in humans,
which would limit supply.

Apeiron Blolagles: fhACE2 APAN)!
Tywe: Driig
Status Experimental
Earty results: 3-6 months
A recombinont haman angiotensin con
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fight against Covid-19

verting énzyme 2 (rhACE2) under
Phase-2 clinical development in ALI
{Acute Lung Injury) and PAH (Pulmonal
arterial hypertension), This synthetic
version of the human prodein that the
revel coronavinus uses to enter cells is
being tested in Austria to see if it can
Tlock virsd entry and decrease viral regr
lication in Covid-18 patients, reducing
deaths or need for mechanical ventila-
thom. Preliminary results from the trial
that was announced on Aprl 2 are
mpected in Septeamber 2020,

‘Shenzhen Geno-lmmune Medical Insti-
tute: Lentiviral Mingene Vacrines
Type: Vacchne
Status: FExperimental
Early results: 3-6 months

Engineervd rinfgenes encoding viral
antigens; lentiviral vector designed o
infiect dendritic and T cells to induce
ity The trind in 100 adults in Shen-
20, China, is expected to be complete by
July 31, 2020,

o Idren's Research te;

UMCUTRECHT: 500 TR vaciing
Type: Vaccine
Status: Repurposed
[Early resiilts: 3-6 months

Hacilhus Calmette-Guérin fuberculosis
vaccine that induces a broad innate
immune-system response, which has
been shown to protect against infection
or severe iliness with other respirotory
pathogens. Large trials in Australka and
the Netherlands are testing whether
using BCGHo revv-up immuine defonces in
health workers and the elderly redices
umplanned absenteetsm. respirntory ill-
nesses including Covid19, severe fll-
pesses and deaths, Two additional trials
Ty the Max Planck Institute in Gemany
of a TRvaccine candidate, VEMIDO0Z, are
in the works,

Inavo Pharmaceuticals, Coalition for
Innevatians

Epédemic

(Cepl): INC- 8O0

Type: Vaccine

Status: Experimental

Early results: 3-6 months
DNA plasmid voccine delivered into

the skinvia a pateh-style dectroporation

device, A clinical trial launched on April

3 could yield preliminary data by late

summer, according to the company,

which has said it can manufacture one

miltion doses by year-end for additional

trials and emergency use,

University of Asrhus, Denmark: Cirio-
st mesplate
Type: Drug
Status: Repurposed
Early results: 6-12 moriths

Protease inhibitor licensed in Japan
and South Kores to treat chironic pan

creatitis, In vitro experiments found it
blocksa michanksm Sars-Cov-2 uses to
enter human cells. As of early April, an
estimated 180 Covid-19 patients aged
18-110 were being recruited at nine loca-
tions in Denmark for a phase 2a trial
that will examine 30-day changes in
disense severity and mortality, with
results expected by December 2020,
The Unbversity of Tokyoalso announosd
plans for a trial of camastat mesylate
and a related drug, nafamostat
mesylate, starting April 2020,

Inflanc [EX-/
Type: Drug
Status; Experimental
Early results 612 months
Monoclonal antibody targeting com-
plement activation product CSa
Designed to block a mechanism of
Inflarmimet fon, the dirug bs also in clinieal
trials for Hidradenitis Suppurativa,
ANCA-associated vasculitis and Pyo-
derma Gangraenasuim. In early April, a
trial inthe Netherkands lnunchad to test
IF3-1in patients with severe Covid-19
preumona, with preliminary results
expected in late October 2020,

Cansino Eiclogical Inc/ Beljing Institute
of Biotechnolegy: ADS-nCow
Type: Vaceine
Status: Experimental
Eary results 8-12 months
Non-replicating viral vector. Asingle-
centre phase 1 trial with 108 subjects
aged 18-60 n Wahan, China, started in
March to test the safety and immuna
responses generated by a recombinant
vaceine that uses another respirmtory
virus, adenovins, as a vecton On April
12, o randomised controlled phase 2
trind with 500 participants lumched to
test varying doses against placebo.
Phass 1 completion i in late December
2020, and phase 2 resulis are expected
in Jamaary 201
Imperial Colkege London: Aspirin,
Clopidogrel Rivaroxabean, Atorvasta
Hr, Crmeprasak

Type: Drug

ng.
technologhes, disaase survell-
lance and ather eary -warning
toals, mean the anticipated next
“wava" af the global pandemic
does not have ta be nearly as
bad as the first
B Mosa than 70 vaccing
candidates are also in develop-
ment around the world

Early resufts: 9-12 months.

Trial of cardioprotective drugs
prevent direct damage to the heart
musche that appears to drive the sever-
ity of Covid-19 in certain patients as
wall a8 thelr likelihood of needing va-
skve critical cane. The trial will include
over 3000 patients in the UK, with a
completion date of March 30, 2021,

Unbversity of Oxford: ChA i

Type: Vaccine

Status: Experimental

Earfy results: 12-18 months
Noi-reglicat g chimpanzes adeno-

virus vector, Phase 1/2 trial with 510

subjects aged 18-55 af four centres in

the UK. The trial will test safety and

immunogenicity of one or two doses of

the vaccne, and & expected to be oom-

pheted in May 2021

Serology/ Antibody Testing
Type: Testing

Status Experimental

Early results: 0-12 months

Governments and academic groups
R started totest blood for antibodias
indicating that a person has been
exposed to the new virus, with or with-
ot showing symptoms, The presence
of antibodies indicates past infection,
bt separate, cngoing research is need-
ed to know what type and concentra-
tion of virus-newtralising antibodies
protect against a new infection, wheth-
erall infections produce a full antibody
response, and how long protection
might last.

Wik serology testing for antibodies
will soon prowide a broader under-
standing of the scope and dynamics of
the pandemic, help identify which
recovered patients may have some
immumity to reinfection and for how
long, and also hetp identify the neutral-
Ising antibodies that could become
templates for monoclonal antibody
therapies, aswell as models for desired
responses from a vaccine candidate,
Diata from serology testing are expected
to birin appearing within weeks.
Caveats

Early data on Covid-19 patients in
China suggests that most developmry-
ing amounts of antibodes in response
toinfection One pre-publication report
analysed plasma from 175 pathents and
found astgn of ndemmation correlated
with higher antibody titers and that
younger patients were Jess likely to pro-
duce large amounts of antiodies.

Fuperts think instances of ‘refnfee-
tion® in recovered patients are more
likely relogrses in patients whose bodies
had not cleared the virs. Data is still
lackitg on whether mild or symptom-
leas infections genernte mens ningil
antibody responses or profection.

Tackling virus

Coonavicus

Legislat

MPs defer debate onrules
to govern labour relations

An amendment to the low o pro-
Tihit sacking of employees, forcing pay
cuts and allowing employers to send
workers on unpaid leave if they are
unahle to pay salaries during Covid-19
crisis is still pending in Parliament.

The proposals were suspended in the
Natienal Assembly to allow negotia-
tions between the Ministry of Labour
and workers' unbons on agreeable rales
togovern labour relations untll comona-
virusis halted.

Finance committee chalrperson
Jeseph Lirno, whio s also Kipkelion East
MPF, said they deferred the proposed
amendiments to the Employment Adt to
facilitate efforts to craft a more com-
prehensiveversion

The proposals seek fo cutlaw termi-
nation of service or dismissal of an
emplovee where the pandemic has
adversely affected the ability of an
employer to pay salaries, The propased
amendment also prohibits coercing an
empoyes totake a salary cut.

1t also shields the employer stating:
“Where an employer is unablbe to meer
hiks obligations 1o pay salarkes or wiges,
the employer shall permit an emploves
totake leave of dhsence without pay for
the duration of the pandemic.”

The government is expected fo issue
administrative guidelines to mitigite
the pandemic effects in the labour sec-
tor.

The Labour ministry continues to
engage Parliarment to legistate on laws
that will protect the industry from job
losses and foroed pay cuts

Yesterday, Labour Cabinet Secretary
Simon Chelugul (pictured) said he is
hirving a dialogue with Centyal Organi-
sathon of Trade Unions (Cotu-Kerya),
Federation of Kenyn Employers (FKE),
Konya Private Sector Alliance { Kepsa)
and Kenya Association of Manufac-
tures (KAM) an the best way fo navi-
gate the curnent situation,

He disclosed that

since FEE has

over 2300
workers
while Cotu-
Kemya rep-
resents
thousards,
he hins been
seeking
s0lu

tions to ensure employees” rights as
well as employers’ nterests are pro-
tected.

“Twill {ssoe o statement detalling the
guidelines to be followed. The employ-
ersand employees can then deliberate
at ‘shop’ level, This secures jobs and
addresses the issue of layofl, business
sustainability and pay,” he disclosed.

“Thave talked to ParBament to legis-
late to outlew redundancy ot this eru-
clal period. We also discussed an how
to work out a plan to have empioyess
et 30 days paid leave, then 15 days on
half pay and if the situation persists,
i and nzybe serd them on wipaid
Teave,” he said,

The C5 affirmed that the effects of
the pardemic in the sector was enor-
MO

Cotu-K Sectary General Francis
Arwoll and FKE Executive Director Jac-
quedine Mugo have been engaging the
5 on the matter.

“This matter is serious. Sacking is
cutlswed. Though labour s a fctor of
production, we must protect workers
and employers. When fiower and veg
etable firms produce for export and the
airspace is locked, the logistical night-
mure welghs bn on the employer,” said
the C5.

In light of the CS intervention, the
Mational Assembly on Wednesday
deferred the approval of proposals by
the Finance and Mational Planning
committes to amend Section 4 of the
Employment Act tocushion employess
froom unfair sackings.

However, focus is still on MPs to
tighten any loophobes to be explofted
by rogue emplovers a5 already pointed
out by members who pushed for the
deferment of the proposed amend-
mients for further consultations before
theery brealk for a long recess nest week,

This provision forunpaid leave gen-
erated heated discussion among mem
bers, with Minority Leader John Mhadi
(Suba South) terming it a populist
amendment.

“My posithon is contrary; this matter
can be dealt with administratively
through the Labour ministry, The gov-
ernment can offer & stimulus package
based o the data by the labour minis-
try to protect jobs by paying salaries
for three months,” proposed Mbadi,

He went on, “The loophole may be
abusedby some employers as it willbe
comvenient for them to send
workers home on unpaid
leave, We should tighten
the weakness.” On the
fip side, he also amgued
that it was bettertobe
temporarily out of
job than to be per
manently uneni-

ployed. [Roselyn
Obala]

Take your so-called vaccine trials elsewhere, Kenyans tell scientists

A Lomdon-based Kenyan advo-
cacy group, TOGETHER, has
angrily reacted to BBC medical
correspondent Fergus Walsh's
comments, which suggested that
British sciéntists could start their

Covid-Wvaccine trinls inKenyaif  factually incorrect and the main id-19 cases,
tests n UK do not get the expect reason for taking the trials to The statement terms this a lie,
o results, Kenya wins suspect. ats China, Italy, Spain, U5 ind UK

In a strongly-worded Press
statement, the group, bed by
interim chairman Thomas
Musan, said Kenyans should
resizt spch trials as reasons for
the cholee of the country were

Speaking in an interview on
the BBC World News on Friday,
Mr Walsh said scientists from
Oncford University were looking
to conduct further trials in Kenya
because of a steady rise in Cov-

are the world’s worst hit by Cov
id-18 *These countries are the
epicentres of Covid-19, with
Infection rites and deaths higher
than those of Kenvae, South Komea
and Singapore are currently hav-
ing higher infection rates than
Kenya," the Press release reads.
The backlash comes weeks

World Heslth

after two French doctors were
accused of racism after a TV
debate in which one suggested
that trials should be carried in
Africato see il a mberculosis vac-
cine would prove effective
against the novel coronavins,
tor-General Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus condemned the
remarks as racist.

TOGETHER warned Kenyvans
agninst taking part in such trials
“as the test carries theoretical
risk that the virus could induce
serjous reaction tothe body with
dire long-term consequenc

=" [Sunday Standard Reporter]
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HARD TIMES.

Why churches must devise
novel methods to survive

Interviews withthe
clergy, administrators
show churches are now
poorer than proverbial
church mouse.

By Sumday Standard Team

newsatsk Bt ancard necka oo ke

The coronavirus outhreak,
Just like it has distrusted every
facet of human fife, has foroed
religious organisations to
rethink ways of holding wor-
ship services, which typically
Irvolved people gathering ina
confined space.

Todoy, just like it has been
the tradition for the last one
manth, pews will be empty.
This means empty coffers, sa-
oy cuts and eonsaquently job
losses, This is the reality
churches are facing.

In place of the hums of
rebodie lyming and the din of
mussical instruments, the plac-
es. of worship will be empey
and deserted, courtesy of a
government order to close
churches tokeep the coronmvi-
rus at bay.

Faced with these unprece
dentied challenges, and with-
ot elear cut-out Hmelines on
when normaley will retum,
churches must adopt new and
innovative ways to remain
afloat.

ACK Bemdo Diccese’s bishop
David Kodia says they had
been foreed to device other
Measires to survive.

Rishop Kodia told The Sun-
day Standard the church had
been dependent on funds from
Christians, and with the elo-
sune of churches, thers was no
cash-flow,

"This is a wake-tip call for
the churches to venture into
entrepreneurial activities fo
support the clenzy,” said Kodia

Tsaae Mwangi, the secretary

general of Mational Alance of

Registered Churches of Kenya,
an association of the founders
of evangetical churches, esti
mates that the income from
some of the churdnes has falken
Ty s rrvach s 50 per cent.

“We are only just getting
by, said Mwangi, adding: “In
vy church we have anly had
three tithers in thetwo months
sinoe we were ordered to close
ouer doors. All our members are
crying becanse most of them
wore paying bills and had peo-
ple that we had employed in
the church.”

The situation is mirrored
acToss the country.

Whille a handful of churches
are trying to migrate their fol-
lowers online, the fury ks out
an whether the fraction of
faithful will provide the
churches the lifeline amidst

Reverent Eljah Mwangi of Deltverance Church Life Celebration Centre, Nakuru during Sunday service streamed online on Facebook and

Youtube | cseon, Standard]

financial distress. As other
churehes are considering by-
ing off parish staff, others have
effected salary cuts and gone
on aggressive drives to
seroinge up whatever their
fFait hful are willing tooffer,

Bishop David Oginde of
Christ iz the Answer Ministries
{Citam) =ays the church has
been forced o make adjest-
ments.

“The weekly givings have
reduced significantly, almost
by up to 50 per cent. But the
situation changes as tme goes.
We have had to suspend our
programmees and the seaff i
taking a salary cut,” he said.

The Catholic Church has
also boen affected, with some
of its leaders clniming they
have gone broke because of
missing church services,

For some, the situntion has
boen worsened by the decision
by their leaders to compel
them to take salary cuts

The chergy and church man-
agement inparizhes acrossthe
vast catholic archdioceses of
Kisumu are grappling with
sustaining operations without
contributions during daily and
Sunday masses.

According to the anchdio-
cese finance adminkstrator Fr
Felix Atinda, in a view o sus
tain operations, allowances for
priests have been cut and
money redirected to more
urgent needs.

Early this month, Philip
Anyolo painted a gloomy pic-
ture for the clergymen and
advised them to brace for
tough times,

"We have food that is sus
talning the clergy, but s00n
Tamilies will turn to the church
to provide for them., There are

tough times abead,” Archibish-
op Anyolo sabd then,

He s@d other than coronavi
s, foods had continued to
wreak, and directly affect the
church. He gave an example of
Ahero parish, witich was sub-
merged last week,

“The church is doing all it
can to find solutions to the
problems and we encourage
Christlans to support the
church at this hour of need,”
Anyolosaki.

Some churches are even
knocking on the doors of their
congregants asking for dona-
tions. Others are encoursging
their fithful touse M-Pesa, an
at has always been
. but i not widely
used, to tithe and give their
offering,

casting messages to their con-
Eregants encouraging them to
keep supporting the church
through the Covid-19 pandem-

K.

Like clockwork, every Satur-
chiny ot dpm, for the past three
wepks, the PCEA church sends
out messages tothe parishion-

[ ———— |
Interventions

® Asother churches
considering laying off
parish staff, others hava
effected salary cuts and
have gone on aggressive
drives to scrounge up
whatever their faithful
ane wiling to offer

® Bishop Kodia saysitisa
wake-up call for churches
toventure into entrepre-
neurlal activities to
support the clergy

s reminding them totithe to
keep the charch afloat,

Nyeris Bishop Paul Wanjo
hi of Newlife Chiurch said his
chirch was getting by using
commitments from some of
the church's core faithfl,

The effect on the church is
not only borne from the do-
sure of the churches but from
the effect of the coronavins on
the greater economy.

Nyanza’s chatrman of Inter:
denaminational Church and
State Coarporation on Develop-
ment Ogomye Ngade admired
that some of the clergy were
struggling to even pay rent.

Archbishop Ngede said they
were forced to rely on dona-
tioms from a few well-wishers
sending money through thelr
pay bill,

Eishop Charles Asilutwa of
ACK Maseno North said the
chureh services were broad
cast on You Tube and Face-
book every Sunday.

Bishop Asilutwe sabd while
thie situation wis worse for the
smaller churches that refied
entirely on offering from their
parishioners, even higger
churches were feeling the
pinch.

“It's quite difficult to oper-
ate, but the members hold
home services that do not
enceed 10 people and thentake
offerirgs and tithes, which are
paid through the church’s pay
bill number or afficial charch
mobile phone number and
thenhanked. The pastor inter-
cedes for the flock from the
chiirch alter,” sald Rev Bernard
Kutwa of King Jesus faith
Church, Kanduyi,

Apostle James Mabwa of
Victory Gospel Apostolic
Church-Kakumega, said even

before  the government
ordered for the closure af
churches, they were already
observing the measures that
were put in place as o way of
ourhing the spread of thevins,

At Metro International
Church, Nakuru, believers are
also channeling tithes and
thanksgiving through a pay bill
rumber,

The reverend Mike Brawan
said failure to congregate was
a major problem to most
churches that depended on
physical congregation despite
being expected topay bills,

He said some members were
faithful givers offering tithe
and thanksgiving o respond fo
needs of those who could not
give. Like other churches, Met
ro says most of its finances
s towards supporting those
sochally and economieally vul-
nerable,

The clerie saysdifferent ind
tiatives run by the church,
including education, health
and support of destitute, have
been halted due to the pan-
demic,

Bishop David Macharia, the
Full Gospel Chirches of Kerya
deputy general secretary, said
the church directed semior pas-
tors to forfeit a percentage of
their salaries in support of the
noedy.

Archbishop Moses Aduol of
Kisumu's Legio Marin sald
thay had about 300 widows
and orphans who -solely
depended on the churchs
offerings.

[Report by Allan Mungal,
Nathan Ochunge, Mercy
Kahenda, Anne Atieno, Mactil-
da Mbenywe, Edwin Myarangi,
Isalah Gwengi, James Omora
and Caleb Kingwara]

Myerl. Kimathi varsity
set forvideo graduation

W Dedan Kamathi University of
Technology (DekL
announced that it will holda
virtual graduation for students
whowere set to graduate this
monih, The adminisiration stated
that the decision was made
fellovadng movement restrictions
and aban on public gatherings due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Those
willing to-take part bn the
traditional ceremony will have to
walt until the pandemic is over
T cirilerg e reie will be carried
out onMay B, while the traditional
one |5 expected in Novermber or
et April, depending on how the
health crisks unfolds. “Certificates
will be ready for cobection two
weeks after the virtual graduation
date. Arrangements wil be made
in accosdance with the govern:
s social distancing guide

ps” redcks @ statement fromthe

uriverslty. [Jacinta Mutura]

Nairobi. Truck crew to
get mandatory tests

-4

B The Kenya Revenue Authority
has directed all cago trock drivers
and crew 10 undergo mandalory
screening for Covid-19 at J
points, The nw directives come a
day after Uganda reported that
several truck drivers from Kenya
and Tanzania had tested positive
for the enovel coronavires. Othar
measures include
rraximum three crew

sanitisers, disnfectants and clean
water for truck crew, [Cyrus

Mombasa. 2,000 homes
get free medical cover

W Wwvita sub-county is offering
Feaith irsur, cower for 2,000
farnilies for the next one year, This
follows a part nership between the
constituvency and the National
Hospital Insurance Fund (NHIF),
The fund s set to recee Shi2
million from the COF kitty in a deal
that will see mase than 10,000
residents covered by the public
health insures, Whils signing the
dealin Nairobi, Mvita MP Ab
dulswamarf Sharlff Nassir sald this
would offer the selected families
relef as far as health financing was
concerned NHIF has partnered
with 12 othar constituencies 1o
pecwicke health cover to vulnerable
peoplie, Sany will cover
npatient and outpatient care and
the full spectrum of essential
health services, [Jeckonia
Otiena]
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Virus may be bad, but deadlier
evils lurk around the corner

state can
learn
from best
practice
around the
world

‘and fioods have individeally killed more peonle

than the novel cororavirs ina span of a
maonth, ushering in a devastating traditionn] disaster
season for the country,

Yot evenas the tolls from these disasters rise, the
country’s responsiveness, which includes fundraising,
deployment of emergency and medical staff, as well as
public service anmouncements all seem fooussed on
one glement: fighting the vims, It is time the govern
ment thinks of other disasters as well, and spreads out
its response to include these re-emerging threats to
Kenyan lives,

The weathe nman warns hemey rains will continue
well into next week. The consequence of this is ooun
trywide death, displacement and destricton

We-cannot predict the eact spot and time a land-
shide will happen. We can’t predict who will be struck
down nenet by makaria, but learning from our history,
we can get o general idea of when these will start as
well as potential hotspots, according us enough time
o set up interventions (o lessen the disasters' sting
during this season

Floods are making a nonsense of social distancing
initiatives. Entire villages have been swept away, fore
i netghbours to huddle together in search of securi-
ty in numbers. Locustsare nolonger making it to daily
niews bulleting, yet farmers across Kenya's breadbas-
ket remain worried that as soon as thedr treasured
crops break through the sail, looust swarms will
desioimnd upan them and erase all hope of future har-
wiest, Yot interventions are few and sporadie, Many
farmers have resigned themselves (o fate.

Road accidents continue to leave their ugly mark in
the daily lves of Kenyans. Tragically, the country has
become numbed to the anguish caused by these crash-
s that unkess a family member dies, the scary num-
bers remain just a blip: another sad story in the news
insuffickent to warrant outrage among the people.

Our obsession with reactionary interventions has

Ruitl accidents, malaria, the omgoing landslides

resulted in us being forever reliant on short-term solu-
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We're family; let’s stop
our fights and focus on

thons. Successive govermments, incliding the cirrent
Jubilee administration, havealways fallen short in
disaster mitigntion, planning and management.

‘We continuously remain reliant on a political sys-
tem that demands blind faith from an electorate too
sy fighting for survival to demand more accounta-
bility for the taxes they pay. Asa result, when kand-
shides bury entire clans, or malaria paralyses entire
aib-locations welook to a cluster of politicians and
individuals within government for help. The reality is
that these individuals are well aware that in their
twistod worlds, there are no points to be seored for
averting disaster,

Instead, they siton Marshal Mans developed by
technocrats, knowing all too well that political points
are-anly scored from pamchuting into tagedies with
carloads of blankets and cartons of powdered milk and
distributing them to the less fortunate in the full glare
of camerss to get shots for the next campakgn paster,

Disaster mitigation is nof rocket science. The gov
ernment can learn from best practice around the
world, Heck, if we can send delegations to Burope to
learn about dairy farming, it is only fair that we get
decision makers learning about the Mexican disaster
relief fund and the sucresses it has recordad, or the
Carfbbean Disaster Emengency Mimagement Agency
or how redief aid agencies run thedr forecast-hased dis-
aster financing models, ensuring planned responses
whenever the unthinkable happens.

But unless we deal with our near uncont rollable
urge to dip our hands into the disaster fund cookde jars
whenever the central government feels it needs a
quick mjection of cash into one project or mother, we
will remain forever at the mercy of nature.

It & (K to have the Covid-18 Emergency Response
Furid and implement the raft of measures that the
pandemic as elicited from the State, Bur we should
also rermember that road accidents, maaria, Aoods,
landslides and many other perils that abways seem to
e amound the comer areclaiming Bves every day, and
o one is talking about them.

surviving coronavirus

David 0ginde

biere 15 nothing as traematising
I for a child or childiren within a

Tamily than warring parents.
Writing in Psychology Today, psy
chalogist Blake Edwards angues that
children exposed to domestic vio-
lerice eventually cxperience a wide
range of difficulties.

The attention given, emotions felt
and memaries imprinted ontoa
child's brain in moments of stress
become inextricably linked together
toshags their future conduct, These
forever taint their feelings, beliefs
and choices in rélationships and so
meany other facets of life. Thus, in
spousal sbuse simations, children are
not merely inmocent bystanders,
They are victims. Indeed, Brenda
Branson of Focus on the Family
affirms that mare than one-third of
the chifl dren who witness violence in
the home demonstrate significant
behaviour and 'or emotional prob
lemns, including psychosomatic disor-
ders, stuttering, anger, anxety, bed
wet ting, excessive crying and prob-
berns in schond,

Domestic viclence

Wht s absolutely frightening is
that when children witness abuse,
they are Ekely to carry the impact of
their stress into society. Many resort
toaleahol, drugs, sexand food to
mumhb their feelings. Some unoon-
sciously practice on others the vio-
lenice they have observed or experi
enped fram the abusing parent or
parents. It is, there fore, not unonm
e for an older child to threaten or
abuse youmnger shblings, They may do
the same at school, in the neighhour
hood or in their adult Eves - at work,

The implcations of these observa
tioms are far reaching. especially in
this season of the Covid-19leckdown,
Reparts from around the world indi-
cate that domestic violence has been
om a rapid rise, Ina sense, this is not
totally unespected, considering that
rany fimily members who foind ref-
ve alsewhere are now forced to stay
home. In group dynamics, it has been
shiwn that when strangers comea
together to form a g roup, it goes
through about four phasesof devel-
opment: Forming, Storming, Norm-
ing and Performing. It woulkd be
expected that many families that
have operated largely independently
are experiencing similar dynamics.

Within a family set up, the Forming
stage is already a given through mar
rigge or hirth. What many families
are now foreed to go through is the
Storming phase, especially if they

have not previously developad sound
rekationships with one another - as
hushand and wife, parents and chil-
dren, or children amorng themselves,
In any group setting, the Storming
stage & often characterised by disumi
ty, blaming, defensveness, confron-
tation, tension and, of times, outright
hostility. To sucoessfully navigate this
situatiom, two things are critical,
First is to acknowledge that disa
sreement at this stage is normal,
since weare ‘strangers’ coming
together Into an urmisual encounter.
Each comes with expectations, but
also with unigue frustrations. Second
is to approclate the Storming is not
permanent, of it does not have to be.
With some effert from each indi-
vidual involved, the disagresments
can benavigated and some very posi-
tive bands cultivated. Such o disposi-
tion would readity usher the group or
Farnily brio the Norming stoge, Norm-
ing calls for establishing clear ground
rules or norms that guide activities
and communéeation within the home.
If this is done objectively, it is st but
amatter of time before the relation-
ship grows into the Performing stage.
In arganisations and groups, the
Performing stage is marked by the
establishment of very struciured pro-
cessesand procedunes to commuini
cate, resolve conffict, allocate
resoirces. This éenables everybody to
Koo thedr rodes and respons bilitios
and reduces areas of conflict, Even
though afamiy k= not an organias-

“The implications of
these observations are
far reaching, especially
in this season of the
covid-19 lockdown.”

tion, agresing on such lirtle things as
el times, who wishes the dishes
‘whan, whio makes the bed, oreven
whio holds the TV remode, cango a
long wary' info buidlding healthy rela-
tiomships. Determine, at i personal
level, to overlook minor offences and
little irvitants, and instead focus on
the pasitive side of life.

The reality is that, a healthy family
requires cultivating aconscious sense
of belonging - sccepting thar this ks
my family and | eannot run away
from it Granted, Covid-19may have
lockied us In with some pesple we
woulkd rather be far away from. But
then, even inmates develop friend-
ships, Let us stop fighting and focus
our energies on surviving this pan-
demic, It might just be God's wary of
healing our families and biilding a
strong next generation, devold of
domestic violence scars. Anne Mbuo
A - a veteran family lawyer -
observes that if a marriage tarns tox-
ic, its impact can be all und devas-
tating. And if the couple cannog eall
eeasefire, there will be no winners -
only losers, She cantions that even if
ikl chioose to end the T age, your
spouse, yoursell and your chidren
will emerge with battle scars that
may never fade.

dogindeE grmal.oom
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Tellrg it asit s without fear or favour

Turn oil woes into green economy with more jobs

ol

ast week featured two big
days for the environment,
first of this came on
Momday, Apr#l 20, when for the
first time ever, US il prices

plurged to almost -S40 & barrd,

This means that ofl producers
were paying buyers approsd-
mately $40 for every ol barre
that they heuled away since
there was nowhere left to store
the oil. The second impartant
day for the emvironment wis
two days later on Wednesday,
April 22, which was Earth Day, a
day that marks the birth of the
mder emvironmerital move.
ment on Aprl 22, 1570,

These two days willhave a
direct impact on the lives of sve-
v Kenvan in the coming months
and years, The two days are like
a T-junction with eachduy on
either side of the junction. 1f we
furn left to the 08l Road, we will
fired n voad paved withan addie-
tion to oil. Bacause of this addic
tion, the oil producers across the
globe produce millions of barreds
et el 00 Tt an ever-growing
ibemmiand,

The'US, which is now the lead
ing ol producer globally, pro-
duces almost 20 milion barrels
every day, followed by Saudi
Arabia at 118 million barreds per
iy and Russia at L5 million
barrels per day. Rounding off the
top five producers is Canada
with a production of 5.5 million
barrels per day and China witha
production of 4.9 million barrels,
Colleotively, the top 10 o pro-
ducers churn out at least 100
million barrels of of per day.
Although this figure keeps fluc-
tuating, it provides a clear pic
ture of the global oil supply for
aninsatiable oil demand.

When the coronavinus sprout-

ed in China and few around the
wiarkd through infected people,
the world Largely and rightly
forused on the infectious nature
and mortality rate of this dis-
ease. But another lethal effect of
the virus was omthe il industry,
Recause the world generally
ground to a halt, planes disap-
preanid from the skies, ascars,
trucks and buses veered away
fram roads into parking lots
Consequently, demand for pet-
rol, diesel and jet fuel fell sharp
I Hence the ol glit that led to
negative ofl prices inthe US,

Lonety skies

Homrever, history has shown
ol tovbe @ mesilient player that
rides expertly on the workd's
insatiable appetite for o, It is
themfore highly lKkely that as
the world stirs ieself from the
current lockdown and begins to
operate, the oil addiction wil
start creeping back, Vehicle
engines will begin revving and
thie rosicks will il up with long
distance trucks, long distance
huses, short distance cars and

millions of other velicles, The

currently lonely skies will again
teem with thousands of planes
ferrying millions of travellers to
the four cormers of the globe.

If this scenario plays out in
this manner, we willbebadk to
business as usual, our ofl addic-
rion intact. As a result, pollution
will have the last laugh and
greenhouse goses will continoe
prmcturing the osone layer and
driving climate change into
higher gear. Thankfully, the
T-junction also has o right tum,
o ‘Earth Day rond” On this road,
ol addiction has been dealta
knockout blow, Now that the
Inckelown has tasghtus that we
really don't needall that ofl that
we consumme, we should embrace
thils new reality.

We cando this by embracig
the green spiritof Earth Day and
following in the footsteps of
those millions of people who
came together aon Apnl 22, 1970
ind starteda movement that
paished the world towards 3
greener direction with much less
poflution inthe rivers and
atmosphere, The green baton
his now been passed on tous

and it is uptous to take bold and
ureiding steps on green path-
wiays that will lead us to more
renewable energy and kess oil,
miore conservathon and less deg
radation.

Eecause money determines
almost everything, divestment
from: oil should be accompanied
with investment in renewable
erergy and ecosystem restor-
tion. Practically speaking for
Kerya, [ implore the natiomal
and county governments to take
amall, yet decisive steps that will
heal us fromour oif addiction.
For instance, they should inte-
grate cycling lanes to roads that
don't have them and ensure that
all new roads willhave cycling
lanes. We should also restore our
farests, marine ecosystems,
landscapes and rivers. This will
keep our bodies and planet
healthy even as it creates thou
sands of new green jobs. We
hirve encugh reasons to think
green and act green,

- The weriter is founder and
chairperson, Green Africa Foun-
drtion. www fsaackalua oo ke

George
Kegoro

puibilic contest of triths and
A:_masirlﬂ wiolenoe against
ivilians suggests that the
government is losing control and
leadership of the country's respons-
5 to the Covid-18 pandemic,

The: contest of truths ks evolving
into an information war, character-
ised by increased evidence of “alter-
native facts™ aptly Tlustrated by two
incidents, one in Skayaand the other
in Homa Bay.

InSiayn, a huge ramgaes, and now
a lmwsuit, have followed the night
time tuerial of James Omyango Oy,
with pictures and videos showing
two men hauling a body off a vehicle
and throwing it into ashallowpit -
as would happen tothe carcass of &
diog - while wailing family members
watch helplessly. While the govern-
mient cladmied Onyango had died of
Covid-19, and needed tobe buried
quickly a5 a public health measune,
iz family said he had been injured in
aroad accident, and may have died
fream undeteeted but serous injuries
he may have sufferad as a result,
However, his hurried burial prevent
e an investigation into the cause of
death, sspecilly the theory that

injuries from the accident killed him, and
hasbeft behind a controversy over the
utter disrespect with which his body was
treated,

While the government defended the
hurried burial armngements as justified
In terms of the applicable World Health
Orgganisation standards for disposing the
remainsof people who die of Covid-18,
Chief Government Pathologist Johansen
COcuor conceded that the burial did not
meet the guidelines wswed by the Minis-
try of Health, which emphasise dignity
amd Family involvement. WHO guidelines
o the burial of Covid- 19 victims are dear
abvout the need to consult with families
ot spedific requests with regard toa
digmifed burial. Onyango's farmly has
now sied the government,

InHoma Bay, 8 man who drove a vehi-
cle transportirg family members who
had an empty coffin from Naimobi has

placed in medical isolation after he
allegedly tested positive for the corona-
wvirus, The family members he drove are
also in alocal quarantine facility as his
contacts. The driver has, however, dis-
puted the positive test results and clabms
these wene available after about six hours
from sample collection - on impossility
given that the sample would have had to
be transported foir hours away to
Kisimmn, the neansst for testing and pro-
cossing the results.

Homa Bay Governor Cyprian Awiti,
earfier cited by the Health CS as the

“In his early performances,
Hagwe was seen as a breath
of fresh air and had
engendered higher levels
of public trust.”

source of informat lon about the incdent,
his told the media that he did not speak
o the minéstar,

The controversles surmounding these
two incidents were followed by o much-
criticised claim by Education CS George
Magoha that the government was
already delivering online learning to all
schools and would not need to postpone
examinations scheduled for the end of
the year. Responding to Prof Magoha,
Mwringl Central MPGideon Mulyungl
said the C5was out of touch with the
reality on the ground sinee most stu-
dents in rural areas we e unable to access
online learning materials. The informs
than war has erupted at o time polioe vie-
lenceis increasingly being employed & 3
Fieans of e nforeing restrict i meant to
curb the spread of the virus. The first
night of the dusk to dawn carfew was
miarked by police violence.

At least six people died asa result of
the violence 1t was soserious that Presi-
dent Uhuru Kemynagta took the urmsusd
step of offering a halfhearted public apol-
oy, The coast-based Muslims for Human
Rightshas documented the case of Eric
Mg'ethe, n22-year-oldkilled in Diand on
April 1. Apoliceman hit Ng'ethe on the
headwith a bledgeon, resulting in him
convilsing and dying on the spot

Even where police violence has not
resulted in death, it has Jed toserious
Injury as happenad to James Ceero, o
28-year-old public health officer with
whom I spoke on the telephone on April
201 James said that on March 28, while
riding his motorcyele in Nambale, Busia,
where he works, he met five palice offic
erswho attacked him with big sticks,
resulting in aserious injury to his stom-
achand face, The assault onhils stomach

w Concerns over viclence and human rights violations in Coronavirus war have put a damper on national initiative

Why State has failed to impress
in managing Covid-19 pandemic

led to significant injuries on his internal
orggins, which needed hospitalisation
ymder intensive came in Kisumu, where
e went intoa coma. More incidenis of
police violence have come to light, and
now inclucde the wse of quarantine pro-
aedures asa way of punishing citizens,
There was a widely dreulated story on
socigl media of Eko Dydda, whose car
was towed to Kilimani Police Station in
Miirobi, where he was held overnight
because he was still on the read during
the curfes, After an argument bebween
the patice and his wife the following day,
police allegedly sent him into & quaran-
tine facility for 14 days as punishment.

‘While Health CS Mutahi Kagwe has
o wide aoclaim for his asouned leagder-
ship of the resporse to the Covid-18,
there has been a cerfain defensiveness
about the response. There i a growing
frustration that the government is not
dhernoms rating that it has a big picture
understanding of the Covid-10 crisis or s
capability to respond to bt Because the
president and his deputy William Ruto
madke extravagant pre-election promises
i 2003, mamny of which were not ful-
filled, the Jubilee govermmaent has acon
mmbated public mistrest.

Mr Kegwe isa late-comer in the Jubd
oo government, In his early perfor-
mances, Kagwe was seen asa brepth of
fresh air and had engendered higher lev
els of public trust. However, controver-
sies ard the penasive police violence
indicate the government is unable to
manage the Covid 19 pandemic through
perseasion, and is increasing by resorting
to propaganda and vielence.

- The writer is the exeeutive director af
KHRE ghegom@gmal.oom
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Baby dumped at
ex-MP's home

Lifes for & one-time
Iarvomiaker, wivo also made
i by with his reception-
|st, has becomea
nightmare. This & after the
o MI's fover decided to
take matlars into her own
hands after faikng toget
child support. A weak ago,
we are told that the
madher took her thies
year-old child to the
Tormer MP's place but did
naot find him. She left the
baby witha forwarding
note at the ex-4¥s gate
Whan the politician and his
wife eetumied home, he
was shocked tofind the
baby abandoned at his
pate.

Police ferry home
law breakers

Enterprizing Kemyans sagar
1ot out of the Naiobi
Metropolitan area have
arrested the attention of
the pofice, The curfew law
bretkers are paying police
totransport them to ther
homes. We are told that
they entice the police with
Inesistitée bribes.
somet imes asmuch as
5h10,000, to be arrested.
handcuffed and femied out
of the city. Once they are
dhaliverad to their
destination, they are
unzhackled and released.
The police are koving their
new jobr and have at times
been advising prospective
chenis going the same
direction to farm travel
BRORpS

Governor takes
isolation too far

A govemnar has become:
the talk of town after
salf-ofating and
pretering to execute his
duties iemately fiom the
comifort of his city home
Irv the sgirt of working
from hipime, the county
boss has been combating
COMnavirus via telephone
calks, Zoomand WhatsApp,
Howeer, his constituents,
who-ane ahout 400km
away, are not impoessed
because they are not
getting enough attenthon
as they battle with the
pandemic and floods
Some have been heard
complaining that the
distance he was keeping
froumi hils county was
antisock and poltically
unhealtiy,

weekend@stand-
ardmedia.co.ke
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Ken Gichinga

s the government con-
tinues to lower taxes ina
il to cushion the ecorn-

ary friom the devastating
affects of Covid-19, sconomiats
have been debating whether the
new tix relief mensures will
drastically reduce revenue going
o the State, leading to o slow-
dowm in government opera-
tioms.

The evidence on the ground
suggests that this is uniikely to
happen. Already, clues are start-
ing to emerge regarding which
sectors the government will be
turnitrg b0 for additional tax rev-
enue, The real estate sector isa
prime candidate, Only kst week,

Columnists
Real estate sector should prepare for a new normal

tucked away in a hidden corner
of one of the local newspapers,
notice from the Kenya Revenue
Authority in conjunction with
the Ministry of Lands and Physi-
cal Planning notified all lease-
hold owners about the cbliga-
tiom to pay land rent annually as
redquired under Section 28 of the
Lamds Act. This could just be the
b irming of the new revenue
strategy that the government
will be deploying in post-Covid
Kemya,

The public notice from KRA
abserved that there has been a
common trend among leasehold
owners to only pay land rent
upon transfer or charge of their
property. It is easy to see why
this practioe is no longer tena-
ble, particubarly at this time
wihen government needs every
shilling. There is a high likeli
hood that the same approach
might be adopted by county
governments with respect to
payments of land rates,

Naturally, this will place &
greater inancial demand on
leasehold cwners who might
hive in the past falled to comply.

As it stands, land rates are cal-
culated based on 34% of the
unimproved site value. The site
valne has historically been
anchored on land valuation that
wis condueted in 1980, and
therefore the amounts in ques-
thon have een relatively low
and easy to comply with.

However, recent efforts by
City Hall to rewvalue Land in Nalk-
roii will see lamid rtes shootup
wsrronomically, particulardy in
areas which have seen a sharp
appreciation of land over the
past years, Take, forexample,
one acre in Nairobi's Upper Hill
business district. In 2002, the
vilue of that property was Sh50
million, which later appreciated
to Shi20 million in 2000 and
ultimately ballooned to Sh552
million in 2016,

Even if the newland rates are
capped at the proposed one per
cent of the property value, the
owmer of tha lapd will have to
part with a whooplng SH6.52
million every year. Assuming
the pieceof land has been rela-
tively bdbe, generating no income
for the landownes, there will be

Telling it as & ks without fear or favour

serhous pressure to either com-
mercially develop the property
or sell it off entirely to reduce
the labilities placed upon him
by the government,

These attempts by the go-
emment to formalise revenue
collection from leasehold own-
ers will direct the real estate
indhistry to resemble that of
South Africa or the United
States, which have minimal
speculative activity. The obvions
outeomes of these new mess-
tres, coming at a time when the
Kenyan economy is operating on
a'wing and a prayer, will be seen
in & general dectine in demand
and a subsequent drop in prop-
ety prices.

Mortgage lenclers ought to
monitor this situation very
keenly hecause theme could be g
risein “underwater mortgages™

aterm used todescribe a situa-
thon when the actual property
valye & lower than the mort-
gagevalue that a bormower 15
servicing. This generates anegs
tive equity position and often
trigaers widespread defaults,

Thie cutlook on the real estate

will largely depend on how
mich Boguidity the government
can imject into the economy, A
dramatic fall in home prices
could create a macro risk event
similar towhat happered in
Wew York City m 2010 when
Tishman Speyer Properties and
BlackRock Realty walked away
from the Stuyvesant Town-Peter
Cooper Village properties, lead-
ing tothe largest commencial
mortgage default in US history.
The critical lesson for stake-
holders in the Kenyan real estate
sector ks on the need to be high-
by proactive in mapping oot the
best and worst case scenarios as
well as to identify measures that
could cushbon the incdust ry. Now
could be the time to adopt all
the techmological innovatkons
that promise todeliver efficien
ey across the seetor. A good
example is the blockchain real
estate inftiathve the government
haz been researching on for sev-
eral yegrs. Could this be the time
to deploy it?

~The wiriter is Chied Bronomist
ar Menforia Economics

Hiprono
Kittony
o

18 Taoe Arpendments Bill that is

currently in Pariament could

soumed the death knell for Kemea's
capital markets if allowed to pass inits
current form, The Bill, which was intro-
duced in responss to the preshdentil
directive to cushion and stabilise the
ecanomy in the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic, could end up fueling greater
eeanomife turmiatl, if passed.

‘The Rl has problematic sections and
amissions that need to be urgently
amended. Without these critical
amendments, the new tac reginee could
decimate trading activity on the bourse;
unerimine Nakrobi's place as the
regiomal financial bub, drive away for
eign and local investors, lead to massive
job kosses in the financial industry and
cost the country biilions if not trillions
Im future economic opportunities.

Parliament should ot ket this hap-
pen, Basides harming the financial
imdhustry, the Bill also carries signifieant
risks for the government of the day and
furure administrtions. The central
government is one of the larpest market
participants in our capital markets,

It dominates the hond market and

s significant equity stakes in blue
chips such as Safaricom, where its 35
per cent stake vielded a dividend pay
out of §h26.2 billion in 2019, The gov
emment, like the fimancial industry,
stands tolose in a major way froma
dysfunctional capital market, underiin-
ing the need to wgently revise the con-
tentious sections of the Bill

The Bil's proposal tovepeal the tax
exempt status of green bonds and infra-
structure bonds needs to be miected
flat-out. Now s not the time to fiip Rop
and introduce taxes on interest income
barely a year after promising tax
exemptions to local and intemational
investors who bought the inaegural
green bond in 2019,

Green bonds

We can't afford tolose credibility in
sucha flagrant way as we will need the
full trust of inviestors when we netum to
local and internatbona markets tolook
for fumds in the imminent future,
Importantly, environmental sustainabil-
ity which is essentially what green
Esoncls are designed to fund by matehing
green projects with affordable capital,
is ome of the defining issues of our time,
W can't cut off funding to it - which s
what could happen if the Bill is passed -
without pulling the phug on owr fiture.

In the same vein, the proposal to
introcuce taxes an infrastricture bonds
is out of touch with the underlying state
of our economy, Infrstructure bonds
are longer tenuned, meaning their
repayment schedules aré more manage-
abde and don't put astrain on govern-
ment taxes and expenditures in the
same way short -term debt does. 1t is
therefore self-sabotaging to take away

Government stands tolose in major ways in the event of a dysfunctional capital market

collapse of our capital markets

the incentives that attract investors to
king-term infrastructurc bonds ata
timme when our public balance sheet is
laden with short-term debt. Data from
Capital Eeonomics and the World Bank
released in April shows the amount of
money needed to service short-term
external debt as.a percentage of forex
reserves stands above 70 per cent, high
lighting the nead for longer-term debt
such as infrastructure bands,

Other proposals in the Bill that pose a
clear danger to the future of our capits]
markets include the introduction of 14
percent VAT on brokerage services,
whiich were préviously exempted from
VAT, the increase of the withholding tax
rate for dividends for non-residents
from 10 per cent to 15per cent; a reduc
ton in tax exemption for pocled funds
such as retirement schemes; and the
removal of corporate tax incentives for
rewdy Histed firms

The inevitable cuteome of these pro-
pased taxchanges is that trading activi
ty om the Nairobi Sacurities Exchange
(NSErwill drastically fall to economi-
cally unwviable levels, This will not only
put dozens of firms in the fmancial
inchustry out of business, bat also
negate the progress Kenya has made 1o
position itself as the financial gateway
to Africa. Today the NSEisone of the

“The outcome of these
proposed tax changes is
that trading activity on
the Nairobi Securities
Exchange will drastically
fall to economically
unviable levels.”

best performing bourses in Africa,
despite the current bear run. Recent
innovations such as the lsunch of
M-Akiba, exchange traded funds and
derivatives will bebrowght to naught.
The Tk Programme, whose aim is
o enomarage new listings by incubat-
ing promising unlisted business, is
also set to encounter challenges as
companies may be discouraged from
listing and look for alternative soure-
&5 of capital. This will extend the PO
dirowghe and the current bear run,
eroding wealth from our econaomy:

Capital markets are the greatest
wealth creation 1655 11} GeOna-
i hisstory, This i because before capi-
tal is turned into profit, it first creates
jobs and transforms the economy by
funding production, supply chatres,
trade, infrastructure and real estate.
Yo cannot restrict capital flows inan
eronomy through dispropartionate
tax hikes without undermining long-
DT ECOTOEC ProSpecta Yiou cannol
slay the goose that fays the golden
e in pursuit of quick gokd,

While we acknowledge that some-
one has o pay the bill for the shocks
brought about by the coronavins, it
is riot prudent to solve one problem
today by creating a bigger one tomor-
row, The capital markets must be
shielded from ahostile tax regime,
lest we come to the painful discovery
that Pulitzer Prize winning authar
Thomas Friedman was right when he
said: “capital isa cowand *

- Mr Kittony, Vice Chatr World
Chrambers Federation, (5 a member of
the Board of Directors, Natrobi Securf-
fies Exchange
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Toilet roll cakes
keep baker happy

A guick-thinking bakeryin
Hedsinki, Finland, has saved
Itself from financial ruin
dueto the new coronavns
pandemic by creatinga
cake that looks ke a todat
roll. The dismunyed staff at
the Ront tesmuna bakery
found all their orders
cancelled last month, a1
the same time as panicked
consurmirs bagan to hoard
toiket roll, This sparkad the
idea of a toilet ol cake
made of nat batter,
passion frat mousse and
covered with fondant

Little donkey gets
love on the web

A& miniature gonkey named
Mambo s getting some
onkne love inNorth
Carlina, LS, where a farm
is getting inon the ideyof
having animals spice up
tedinus virtual mestings
during the comnavirus
pandemic. Peace N Peas
Farm will rent Mambo, the
eight-year-oki miniature
donkey, and his friends to
crash company conference
calls This camem orowding
donkey & “kke a pesky It
brother” that “doesn't let
anyone refax too long”
Francie Dunlap. Mambo's
owner, said Companies
can choose other farm
animals they want to invite
as guests on thelr viden
calls. According to the famm
animal’s meeting
regtstration web page, they
include three horses akong
with chickens and ducks.

Woman hides at
mayor's home

A mayor said he found &
wermian hidhing in hiss cadlar,
Bowlkng Green Mayor Briece
Wikerson said he found
the woman Wednesday
morning after he baard
notsesand smelad
cigaratte smoke outside a
home he was renovating.
When he checked the
cellar, ha told polica he
found traces of bload on
the cellar's doors and a bag
welth wamen's egaings
Wikerson saw the woman
whenhe went hack to the
cellar asecond time after
the efectricity n his house
went out, The media
woman withdark hair told
him she was “hiding from
someone” hefore she ran
away into the

street. -Agencies

weekend@stand-
ardmedia.co.ke
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Behaviour change
critical in times of
corona; a lotis at
stake for nations

Laila penise and
Ahmed Alwy

anofi and GSK began
urnan trials.on a Covid-19
eeine last week, and sci-

entists’ projections indicate it
could be at least 18 months before
avaceine is ready. Until there iza
vaceime, we cannot go back to our
vl Hives,

Without a vaccine, inferven-
thoms like social distancing, wear-
ing masks in outdoor areas and
hygiene measures have to be in
place across the whele society to
loweer the risk of a rebound of
infections, While such interven-
thomns have proven to be the maost
effective at curtailing raphd trans-
missian, thelr effectiveness hing-
s on collective compliance,

One of the furdamental princi-
ples of sconomics is that people
respond to incentives, Incemntives
may hove eifher a positive or neg
atee impact and as such, individ
uaks will always welgh the cost
against the benefit acerued.
Incentives used consistently can
alter people’s behaviour in a cer-
tain way towards attaining a cer-
tan publie goal,

However, incentives can result
in either desirable or undesirable
outcomes, For example, the wse of
force may not be the most offec
thve winy toattain complianoe as
people aften develop resistance
over time, touting the infringe-
ment of their individual rights
and liberties, This implies that
choosing the right inoentives s
critical to spurring behhavioural
changes that can be consistently
maintained over a period of time,

Regarding Covid-19mitigation,
an intervention based on behay-
ioural economics means an
apportunity fos the governiment
to effect long-term behavioural
changes that will tmnslate into
niew hubit formations with more
long-term benefits and a reduc-
thom in overburdening our health-
care system.

The government is already fac
ing challenges with the partial
lockdown as individuals continue
violating curfew directives, host-
ing secret parties, escaping quar-
antine facilities and failing to
report suswc:l'(l cases dueto
fear of stigma. This poses a seri
ohzs chiallenge to the siccess of
lockdown measares, Enforog-
ment throvigh wse of force may
work in the short-run but will
only entrench the mistrust
between citizens and the state.

Mon-complianes can be tasking
and costly for any government.
For most institutions, nan-com
pliance leads to ine fectiveneas,
bureaucrcy and a ksck of public
rrust, which contribuites to nega-
tive oUTCOTES.

Building the desired behaviour
will require citizens tovoluntarily
comply, This will be effective only
when we incent prise compliance,
Understanding the underlying
reasons for deviant behaviour ks
key. The Kenyans living hand to
mouth may violate stay-at-home
directives, However, a cash trans-
fer programme to offset lost
ncomes will enhance compli
BICE.

People exhibiting Covid-19
SYTIPLOIS iy refuse o comme
forward for testing due to fear of
stigma and undesirable comdi
tions in most quarantine centres.
Others may be reluctunt to pro-
wide nmes of relatives and
friends they have been in contact
with, thinking they are protecting
them from being taken to these
isolated units. Some may also
guiestion the credibility ofall
these interventions based on per-
ceptions that governments, espe-
cindly African, are known to pro
wide misleading information.

Public semstticition is neoded
to make people understand that
the only way we can Teceive a
semblance of our normal Bves

“Incentives can result
in either desirable

or undesirable
outcomes.”

pertaining freedom mnd Hberties
of movement and activities is to
sacrifice for the short-term. The
cost of non-compliance is a com-
plete disruption of life as we
know it. This encompasses an
open conversation, not a matter
of enforcement. Covid-10 isa
highly infections fu, not acrime,
Itks a public health concem and
not a security threat, Robust civie
engagement and education are
nesded to empower and enable
the citizenry 1o take responsibill-
v by altering behaviours acoord-
Enghy s outhined in public hiealth
guidelines.

Theultimate test for survival
aggainst Covid-19 s the ability of
the human race toadapt to
changes in human bebaviour. The
{ e ) morrral post-Convid- 19 will
have anew economy shaped an
niew habits and regulations, based
on reduced close contact interac-
rion, and tghter travel and
hygiene restrictions. The current
social dismption will change how
wie winrk, e éat, shop, socilise
and manage our health

Lania Denise and Ahmed Ay
are public policy shedenits

[ ]
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Tale of cunning Ben10s,
blackmail and Covid-19

T‘l- Convid comtainment season is
provving tobe atime of great learn
ing. Following my educational ses
gion into the world of slay queens courte-
sy of Monix, [ now know a lot more
about the world of Ben10s, thanks to two
youmg men who reached out tome - Timo
and Wayne,

Weaven st ip a Zoom call sothat 1
oould pnderstand about their world and
the hardships they are going through,
For thoss who might not know who
Benlids are, here is a simple definition;
young men between the ages of 20 and
A0who provide sexual pleasure for older
women. Simply put, they are pakd or kept
toyhovs,

Wayne and Timo told me that there
exists a e bovehild population of
Benlts who are suffering just as much, if
not more than, shay queens. Most BenlOs
are nsually college students who have
idanitified a niche in the market.

They have recognised that there are
many wornen (both single and marsied)
i th 40 00 60 age bracket who arne look-
ing for able-bodied men to meet certain
semial and emotional needs. Acconding
o Wayne amd Timo, these women are
cesperaie for serious bedrastics, which
thear ubbées are incapable of providing,
mainly becowse their bellies gt in the
way or because they have outsourced
thedr needs to thetr fay queens.

Containment and curfew

This containment and curfew manenos
mean that the women (commonly
referred to as cougars)are not coming
out toplay and the BenlDs ame suffering,
Wayne and Timotald me that cougars.
unlike make sponsors, offer them better
dienls bacause thoy Like to maintain high
standards. They donot like to just hang
ot anywihere, they do not like those
smoky, dingy meat-gating joints that
male spansors like to frequent, 5o they
wsially take their Benl0s to better joints
= usually lounges, which had become the
norm pre-Covid-18

They alsodo not like to be seen with
mien whi look young and broke, so they
use their credit cards and trips sbroad to
shopand upgrade their Benl0s 1was told
that one only needs two weeks of dediver
ing good service toget the "new look® -
which isusually designer wear (though
some are knock-offs from China), new
colognes and of course & new smart
phone. The married cougars am usually
terrified of being caught and rlning
their precious repatation {1 was told
some of them even serve in the Mothers'
Guild and in Parent Teacher Associa-
tiens). They are alsovery fussy about
matters health and hygiene so they do
not like visiting dodgy lodgings and
hoteds. For this reason, they set up their
Benls in rather decent abodes, far
remowied from college hostels.

These residences have everything a

yoring mam in his 20s needs - freewt-fa
decent bed, cash allowances, drinks, a
massive TV, When Ben10s deliver out-
stancing service over months, thiy get to
trivel abroad and sometimes even geta
ciL

MNow all these hopes of future riches
arein tatters because the cougars have
leest nterest and opportunity, Those cou-
girs who have made their money off
traling in goods from China, or from
milking government allowances and ten-
ders, are notin & position to fund amyone
at the moment.

They are more worried about their
livelihoods than their libidos, sothat
migans thiat the fture koks bleak for
Benl0s Wayne and Timo told me that
come May 1, they will be kicked out of
their fiats since theecougars will nolonger
pay - phus they now no lorger answer
their calls since they are surrounded by
family 24/7. The Benl(s are feeling used
and discarded, broke and fearful of the
future,

They told me that i thirgs continue
this wey, they might have to resort to
desperate measures - namaly blackmail.
Yol 5o, Bend0s have mastered the art of

i ging thisir bets tocover all their bas-

=8

They havealso been filling the needs of
many married men, especially in this city,
whao like to push certain sexual bounda
ries, Some of them like to dabble in the
world of homosenaliy from time to
time, never mind being married and pub
licly declaring how all gay men should be
burnt at the stake. Others like to venture
into the world of sexal voyeurism, like
being whipped or being mode to bark like
dogs.

Wayne and Timo tokd me that these
men make for good dient s for not anly do
they pay for the services; they also pay
extra for silence, BenlOs whoplay in this
field like to keep secret ammunition,
which they use to make demands for

THEIR MODUS OPERANDI

Wayne and Timo told me
that these men make for
good clients for not only do
they pay for the services;
they also pay extra for
silence. Ben10s wha playin this
field like to keep secret ammunition,
which they usa to make demands
for extracash from time to time.
osingt

extra cash from time to time, Desperate
timiss call for despeiate Mmedsines, Sb now
thery have a plan.

They will imtensify thetr threats and
demand a hefty sum of money, faikere to
which they will leak the pictures and vid-
e on social media or to some popular
bloggger. Nothing makes a man pay up
faster than the thought of certain images
being posted ondine.

They told me that they have images of
some topoffice and government officials
ol nuscde and chained ke digs and others
wearing nurses' uniforms, Wayne and
Timo are sure that these men will pay up
for they all know that Kenyans are look
ing for anything other than corona to
ke them entertained, So their plan is
simyple - get the mossive blackmail pay-
out from the men and use it to by timse
in their flats where they can contimee to
order food online and watch Netilix,

When this is all over, revert to usual
settings of the cougars where they can
still continue enjoying being spruced up
and set up. At the end of the Zoom call, 1
waas niot sume whether toapplaud the
Benl0s or fear them. All T can Sy is this
camtamment better end soan before the
hlackmail begins,

Email rfokikmigarliagmail. com
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B Donald BKI
Kipkort: China needs Africa for Allow churches, schools to reopen,
its abundant natural resources &

agricufture & also for its One Belt
Dne Road global project . Why
then does Africa leaders look
away when its people are
hounded & mistreatedin China?
Why Is it keeping quiet when
China Ships throw Africans to
thesea?

Says kerya is open to testing of
Bcimucdumhnmwtmm
e tested on membars of
cmmmnmmw
thereafter all elected representa-
‘tives and senior governmart
officials

EVENTS IN HISTORY

April 26

W 363 AD: Roman Emperor
Julian is killed dur ing retreat
from the Sassanid Emplee.
General Jovian is proclaimed
Emperos by troops on the
battiefigkd,

| TT8: Tsarevich Alexel
Patrovich of Russia, Peter the
Great's son, mysteriously dies

after being sentenced to death
wm:mrm‘m

W T79T: Charkis Newhold
patents ist cast-iron plow,
though farmers fear effects of
iran on soil

L] tﬂ!cﬂunl&lﬂnlﬂ\m
al-Thani deposes

lnﬂhﬂﬂﬂuudll l1llnl the
Emir of Qatar, in abloodiess
coup.

W 2013: 20 people are killed
after a rescue hellcopter crashes
In Uttarakhand

B 2014: Following the military
coupin Thailand, people are
warned that anyone calling for
protest on social media will be
prosecuted forsedition

Risk of Covid-19 in Garissa is
worsened by bad leadership

ummcmwm
recorded amy of coronvine, the revela-
m&m&nmﬁmmw
region Kenya Medical and Phanmacists
Union { KMPDU) that the County is not
medbcally ready for the vinus is shocking
andworrying. The pronouncement came
after the local healthcare workers downed
thekr tools on Thursday becosse of poor
welfare and working conditions. But the
same distressing feeling is visible in the
scarce anid wanting briefings. from the
county keadership regarding the prepara-
tory works for combating the vinis For
exarmpli, the April 21 presser, which was
the governor's second pablic speaking
opparmunity in this month since April 7
left many astounded. He offered a shallow
humanitarian proposal to supply food
vouchers toa mere 6,000 needy house-
holds, Garissa ks one of the mast food inse-
cure counties according to the 2010 cen-
sus, with 195,000 poor people out of the
total population of 432,000 Governor Al
Bumow Korane's plan to help only 6000
households is, themfore, merely a drop in
the ocean and 4 mockery to care during
this tough time, considering also the cur
rient shump to business and preexisting
chalienges of the county such asthe high
rate of unemployiment and basic utility
Izspes. One also wonders why the county
government is not massively funding the
essentfal virus prevention items such as
face mixsks and hand sanitizers for mass
distribtution, ghven its refatively smaller
and inadequate health manpower and
resources companed to the national stand-
ard and the needs of the local population

Some Members of the County

Asserrbly of Garissa, who recently aritl-
cised the governor's leadership style in the
wake of the Corona pandemic, were
attacked by hired goons in what doohly
showed the worsening state of polithcal
tokerance in the county as wil as the crisis
of social confidence under the governor's
disconnected and ham-fisted administm
tion. It was similarly funny to realisethat |
had been blocked from the governor's ofti-
cial Facebook page after | politely ques-
tioned the relevance and essentiality of a
photo that was shared of the governor
meeting a group of local ebders and one of
the MCAs who had criticised him in what
lookaed like o misshon to sllence dissent
during this crisis that is fully consuming
the time and resources of every other gov-
ernor and leader elsewhere, It bears
ripeating that people do not run for public
office to be liked or entertained; the pur-
pose of leadership is to offer efficient ser-
vice delivery to the wananchi, and, natu
rally, with that task comes either praise or
criticism. As a result, there is an exigent
need for the Garlssa governor to seriously
shape up when it comes to his leadership
priorities during this health crisis to avoid
creating unseen devastation to the resi-
dents, As Berjarmin Frankiin said: "By fail-
g bo prepare, yoi are plamming to
fall " Hassan Malik Mohamed,

Let’s treat police as
friends, not public
enemies we employ

B Sincé Prissadint Utsn Kenyatta
announced the curfew Laws, the conduct of
our police has been under scrutiny, espe-
cially on how they contain law brealk-

&rs. The public has lashed all sort of con
demmatory sentiments upon them; Ken-
vans have complained about torture and
brutality meted on civilians, It is a fact that
there has been such cases. However, we
must look with sobriety on the bigger pic
tune of why poliee behave in such nman-
ners. Our nation needs tochange its atti-
tucke toverards the men in uniform, These
are yourng men and women from families
within our barders, and with a duty to pro-
tect life and property, They are ready to
pay the ultimate price for this course,
From hiow sorme people talk about police,
you get the feeling that adoming a police
umiform is sbowly becoming a threat toan
afficer’s own life. Thisattitude should

. One night a friend and I were
stopped by policemen. T answered quis-
tions asked softly and stayed ealm. They
let me go. My friend, an the other hand,
chose arregance and violence; wondering
why they needed to know where he was
comming from, He got it rough. Tam not a
sadlist, neftherdo | find it consequential to
celebrate heinous acts. The truth is, we get
what we give. Humanity will handie you
the way you present yourself. In line of
duty, polioe usually find it rouggh, Few will
sympsathise with them when they get an
accident during patrol. No cne counts the
mmber of officers who get infuned as they
maintain order outside our houses, In Bun-
goma, for instance, the pubtic nearly
Tymeked one over some mundane allega-
tiom. There is.due process: [F yoi have an
acousation against anyone, do what s Law-
fual. At by the way, who cares about poliee
rieikgETe earmings. Wi canes about their
deplorable living conditions? Fankdine
Amunga

provided lives are not endangered

B As pood news of a possible
find of the vaccine to the novel
coronavins trickles in, it isnec-
essary that govermment opens
schools and churches. Clildren
from rural areas hove limited or
0 acoess tointernet and have
e striggiling to acquire
knowdedge, compared to those
in urban areas, Opening the
schools partially, especially to
the candidates, will help pupils
and students get a level play
field when sitting the national

examinations, Parents and the
teachers' organisations should
ot be hard on the government
on this matter, but help ina waiy
toensure children sustain high
hygiene standards to help con
tain the virus. Meamshile, itis
clear that the closure of plames
af worship was done without
proper consultations, Trisin
churches where we pray and get
relief from all sorts of calani-
ties,

Julius Abungana isa cleric

UhuRuto fallout not good for the
country’s development

B Nolonger ks itasecret that
President Ui Kenyatta and
his deputy William Futo have

Party and the running of govern-
ment affairs, At a time the coun-
try ks batthirg the effects of Cov-
id- 19 pandemic, the nahility of
the two to read from the same
seript i o sethack, The energy
and resources that could have
been used to marshal concerted
effort towards managing the
impact of Covid-19 is diverted to
settling scores, While it ks tobe
appreciated that the fallout
between the twodid not start
with the emergence of coronsvi-
s, there needs to be an amica-
Hile approach to resolving the
conflict between the two fore-
st leaders of this coumtry
without sabotaging the coun-
try's interests. The two should
heed the words of the Bible in
Matthew 1225 “._every king
dom divided against itsell is 1aid
wistit, and no city or house
divided against itself will
stand.” While the working rela-
thomship between Uhuna and Dr
Ruto seems at its lowest, oppor-
rumity exists for them to mend
fences for Kemya's foture's sake.
Without undermining gravity of
theirpolitical differences, the
twir shoubd assess short-term
and long-term effects of their
fallout and reach a truce that
winild seCuTe A prosperois
ration. If the President could
mend fences with his former

political foe and Opposition
leader Raila Odirga, why not try
0 engage his deputy toend the
wrangkes within the party? Itis
understandable that this will
mstomatically alter the political
situation. but just like the Presi-
dent said ot one time. only God
kmows who Kerya's next presi
dent will be. Working hard to
bhock any person from pscend-
ing; to the seat might be futile
because among the current crop
of leaders who have expressed
interest in the presidency, nane
can clalm tobe totally innocent
o e as far as cormuption is
concerned.

Since the eprly days of the
clamar of multi-party system in
Kerya, the clarion call has been
the levelding of the playing field
for everyone so that Kernins
can have leaders of their choios.
The sad reality is that it hos,
unintentioally, id to the bal-
kanbsation of the country along
ethnic lines, which becomes
easy fodder for politicians to
ascend to positions of power
and influence to the chagrin of
the majority poor Kemyan vot-
ers, Uhuru and Ruto should
work an a mechanism that pro-
miotes fairness and transparen
oy in the dectoral process and
distribution of public resources
in order to forestall any kind of
conflict that would ba o recipe
for political instability now and
in the future, Abiero Maurice
Awuora is a researcher.
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w Fixation on fight against Covid-19 gives governor breathing space

Virus scrambles
attempt at quick
Sonko takedown

Pandemic gives city boss
the chance to shine after
sufferingembarrassing
palitical beatings.

ByDanlel Wesangula
dwrsangualstindar dmeda mom

There was an elaborate plan
in place to take down Mike
Sonko and clip his wings. Key
fiinctions were taken away from
the flamboyant Nairobi gover-
nar and, asone newspaper pat
it, hewasleft with “less influen-
tial respensibilities such as the
licensing of dogs, controlling
pomograpty, and other non-
essential services, effectively
rendering him a ceremonial
Eovernor”

But with the coronavirus cri
s now oceupying the minds of
those beland the whittling of his
powers, Sonko seems Lo hive
momentarily rediscovered his
groowe, Amidthe pandemic, the
State House meeting that saw
Scmko sign away his city feels
FEAS AWy,

“Anyane whowas receivinga
beating before the vinis isin a
good place now,” says political
commentator Herman Manyo-
Fa. "1t heas showed his enemies.”

On March 18, six days affer
Kenya confirmed its first coro-
navirus case, another State
House meeting took place, A
career military man was in
attendance on the special invite
of President Uhuru Kenyatta.
After the meeting, the military
‘man would swaphis fatigues for
acivilian suit and propare for a
different kind of war.

That is how Major-General
Mohamed Abdalla Badi became
entangledin abattle for control
of Nairobi. On ene hand was
Somkn, who was obsessed with
holding on to City Hall even as
controd shipped through his fin

gers, At the time he was
watghed down by o humilisting
public arrest as he allegedly fled
from the authorities, followed
by a court ease that resurrected
ghasts from his less-than-stel -
Larpast,

Crowm jewed

Then there was the State's
fixntionwith wresting back con-
ol of their erown jewel from
the hamds of a man who was
described behind closed doors
asan embarrassment tothe nik
ing party and, inexcusably, the
presidency.

This is the political minefield
that Badi walked into, armed
with a clear fight plan from his
commander-in-chief,

“Nairoblans are hardwerking
and industriods people. For Nai-
robi to continue on this path, it
k¢ paramount that they ge effi-
cient and timely services” the
President said, as be announced
the creationof the Nairobi Met -
ropolitan Services, an institu
tion specifically created to
usurp Sonke's power and hand
over control of the city to the
Stare.

“Citizens care not who is
delivering the services... there-
forewe must alsoact as one and
not blame one another for mva-
nanchi wants msubts, ot earLs-
es"

Away from the lofty state-

“The critical mass
has moved on to other
things. The middle
class that was hugely
critical of Sonko's
leadership have
other things to worry
about.”

Political commentator Herman
Manyora

ments, Badi's briel was simple
- get water flowing from dry
taps, tackle the garbage collec-
tion problem, and sort out the
public tramsportation mess. In
other words, fiv what was hro-
ken in the city and steal Sonko’s
thunder.

And then Covid-19 happenad,

“Something of this magni-
tude, once it is over, will not
leave things the same” Prof
Macharia Munene of the United
States International University
says. “After things setthe down,
alot of schemes and designs
will hawve to be abandoned.”

For Sonko, a politician who
knows how to work acrowd, the
pandemic has given him the
appartunity to reconmect with
this supporters. His social
miedia pages regularty churn ot
pictures and videas of his res-
oue v furnigating city streets
or handing out face masks in
Tinformil setthements,

In the past ane month - cog-
nisant of the fact that he cannot
compete for attention with
Uhuru or Health Cabinet Secre-
tary Mutahi Kagwe - Sonko has
stepped up his public appear-
ances while donning the most
outlandish protective gear

He is recreating the environ-
ment in which he thrives best,
by muddying the political
waters and dragging everyone
in his sights down for a dirty
dhudd,

For starters, the governorhas
refused fo-assent to a Rill allo-
eating more than Shis hillion to
the NMS, thus setting the stage
for what could be o drawn-out
battle with Baci.

From the early days of his
carear, Sonko has been most
suceessful when he has
appealed directly to his sup-
porters and blinded them into
suspending logic,

During campaigns for the
Makadara seat in & 2010 by-

election, Sonko traversed infor-
mal settlementsin the constitu
ency and handed out mathe-
matical geometric sets, books
ard cash tokens. His competi-
tors, in the meantime, spent
nearly twice the money on road
showrs and eampaign posters.
When the results were
anmounced, no one had come
close to heating him. Not even
Reuben Ndolo, whose success:
ful petition had led to the mini-

poll, could challenge him.

Back to Covid-19. While
Sonko was spraying estates,
Badi, the appointed heir to his
throne, was getting bogged
diown In the bureaseracy that
Tollowed the creathon of his new
office.

Ha has bepn prosent at coro-
navirus update press confer-
ences, He has been at Uhuru
Park to supervise county coun-
il staif as they collect new let-
ters of employment,

Chags relgns

Amid the pandemic, Nairobi
remains dirty. Water s not flow-
ing from the taps of city nesi-
dents and the public transporta-
tion sectar is still chaotic,

Sonko's supporters are gath-
erirg agiin. He s trving tolook
ke a manwhocan make things
happen e¢ven as Nairobians
appear to have set aside their

preoccupation with power
games for the city’s control

“The critical mass has moved
on to other things, The middle
rlass that was hugely eritical of
Sonko’s leadership have other
things to worry about,” says
Maryora. “They are thinking of
thelr pet pay check, their nest
mieal and whether they have
stocked upanough”

When the virus passes, Nai-
robi mivy still beup for grate.

A distracted populnce, an
overwhelmed central govern
ment and a broke business com
munity could allow Sonko to
worm his wayback into the city
thar emumpled to its knees dur-
ing his reign.

“But the crisis might also
mean oot of things in the cty
will have to be cormected, It may
Foree s to deal with ourchans,
Sonkno cannot survive ina city
without chaos,” Munene says.
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CS Wamalwa was
expectedin the county
to assess the

problem and launch
food and water
distribution to victims.

By Kevine Omollo
kamolio@standardmedia.coke

The hapes of an estimated
32,000 people displaced by
floods in Kisumu County were
yesterday dashed aftera meet-
ing meant to offer solutions
wis called off amid politiesl
hidkering.

During the meeting in
Muhoron!, which was sup-
posid to be attended by Deve-
lutinn Cabinet Secretary
Fugene Wamalwa, Kisumu
Gowermar Anyang Nyong'oand
Senator Fred Outa exchanged
harsh wiords as the flood vic-
tims listered in consternation.

Tempers farod and the gov
ernor had 1o be restrained by
his security when he confront-
ed the senator, who had con-
rradicted him in public. After
the clazh, the leaders left ina
Hiuft, leaving the about 2,000
vietime, whose homes had
been destroved by the floods,
inlimba,

After the aborted meeting,
only two water bousers, deli-
ered by Lake Victaria South
Water Service Authority, were
left for the vietims even as the
National Irrigation Board

No help for flood victims as
Nyong’o, Outa clash in public

Kisumu Gavernar Anyang’ Nyong'o (left] with Senator Fred Quta. The two clashed in public over
distribution of rellef food and clean water to flood vietims in Nyando and Muharanl [ 72|

promised to deliver riee laer
inthe day,

Mr Wamabwa was expected
1o assess the flood situation in
Nyandoand Muhorond, where
b was to lunch food and
water distribution to the flood
victims:

However, a few minutes
after 10am, Nyong'o arrived at
Katundu Evacuation Centre,
which was to be the C5's first
stop, and announced that
Wamialwa would not make it
chisp 1o bad weather,

Ead weather

“Thave spokento the CS and
the weather in Nairobi is not
good for flights, s0 we have
agreed to postpone the exer-
cise to-another day, which will
be communicated,”

Ny o,

But Outa immediately dis-
rupted the governor's address,
claiming it was Nyvong'o who
nad blocked the 5 from com-
ing because he had not been
consulted,

It is sad for a whole gover
nor to bdoek the help coming te
our people st becase hewas
not consulted. Which kind of
consultation did he want, yet
this is a natbonal government
project,” posed Outa,

Within no time, the crowd
wis divided into two, with one
allied to Nyong'o and another
o Duta, chanting in protest.

Nyorg o had to be restrained
by his security team after he
tried to physically conlfront
Outa, who was already
addressing one group, cast

wating Nyong'o for falling to
provide leadership

"What we need now is a
solution and not politics.
Nyomg b shoukd use funds from
His government to save the
people who suffered the
impact of floods instead of
engaging in polithes,” he said

A with the social distanc-
ing becoming a major issue ot
the evacuation camps, the
leaders agreed that the flood
victims shoukd be assisted to
avoid double tegedy occa-
sioned by coronavirus fears,

Last month, Kisumu County
allocated Sh200 million
towards aiding residents
affected by the impacts of the
pandenic, but the money is yet
to be released. Outa accused
Myorgz'o of misusing the funds

and instead of offering help, he
was depending on national
povernmmt asd.

“We must be told where the
Sh200 million is. Our people
comtine to sufferas the gover-
nar plays politics,” he said in
Nyongrln's presence,

The governor, however,
clakimd the money was yet to
be relensed because the Coun-
ty Assembly was yet to passit,

“Far us to spend any public
mianey, the assembly has to
approve it And as we speak
thereisa Bl before the assem-
bly in egards to the funds and
ance they approve it then we
will release the money” he
said

Trarsition period

MNyong'o added that the
delay in passing the Bill had
also affected any transaction in
the special account, whichwas
created for the Covid-15
response of which the Sh200
million was to be part of.

The county executive was
also set to mise Sha.s million
for the initative, coming from
salary deductions from him-
self, his deputy, exacutive
members, chief officers and
directors.

Congnity Worsan Represeriti-
tive Rosa Buyn, who also
attended the botched event,
joined Outa in castigating
Myongn, whom she sccused of
not being respansive to the
residents’ plight.

Kisumu

Ndambiri
not behind
bill to oust
Waiguru

Kirimyaga Deputy Governor Peter
Ndambiri has distanced himself
from claims he plotted and funded
the impeachment motion against
Governar Anne Wakgum

Ndambir, however, reiterated
that his name will be on the ballot
for the county gubernatoral posi
thon in 2022,

Speaking vesterday at Kanjinji
area in Mwea East Sub-county,
Melambiri said some people were
miskeading the governor that hewas
the foree behind her ouster motion
maved by Mutira MCA David Wan-
gul, The motion will be debated
when the assembly resumes next
mionth.

MCAs accused Walguru of gross
wiplathon of the Constinution, abuse
of office and gross misconduct. She
has denied the allegations md dis-
missed the ouster attempt as politi
cal. She obtained aninjunction stop-
ping the impeachment proceedings
temporarily due to the Covid-18
pandemic,

Ndambiri said those lying to
Wakgru sought to destroy the cor-
dial relationship between him ard
hiis bos. *1 have not finaneed or met
the MCAs (hehind the impeach-
ment) in 2 hotel," said Ndambiri.

There has been speculation of a
Fift between the twoleade rs who am
rarely seen together in official coun-
tv functions as it used to happen
befare they were elected in 2017
Ndamibiri acknowledged his sbsenoe
from two or three county functions
presided over by the governor, but
said it was because he was not
informed sbout them. [Joseph
Muchiri]

Nyanza governors defend responses to control Covid-19

Nyanza governors have
defended their performance in
the wake of the coronavinus, rub-
bishing claims that they have
clome little to ourh the pandemic
i thedr couintles.

Kisumu Governar Anyang
Nyong'o and his counterparts
Cyprian Awiti (Homa Bay ) and
John Nyagarama (Nyamira)
insisted they have been in the
forefront preparing their coun-
ties todeal with the disease.

“I think & section of the media
grossty mistunderstood what we
have done in Kisamu to control
Cowic-19." sakd Prof Nyorg b,

He said he has been on the
front line, working tirelessly to
ensure Kisumu does not join the
teague of other counties that
have reported many Covid-19
CASES,

“We have been distributing
personal protective equipment
(PPE L Wie have opened Esolation

wirds and quarantine centres,
We have waived taxes and dis-
tributed fisod to those adversely
affected by the curfew and clo-
sureof businesses,” said Nyongo,

Contrary 1o reports, Nyvong'o
said, they have no dispate with
medical workers and had
smoothly relocated traders, who
initially worked at the now closed
Kibuye market,

Mid this week, Kisumu County
announced the completion of the
first phase of the expansion of &
Shl13 million donor-funded
Lumumba Hospital as it contin-
ues with efforts to contain the
spread of Covid-19.

The facility has been ear-
marked to serve as ana of the
quarantine centres with the
county waorking an procuring 70
isolation beds.

In their expansion plans,
Kisumu County has increased its
bed capacity from 18 to B0, bailk

Kisil Governor James Ongwae

a maternity wing and created
aciditiomal wards including a sur-
gical ome. Tt has also boosted
water supplhy.

Yesterday, the facility got a
hoost after & steel company
donated 20 beds to halp in pre
paring an isolation ward for
Conid-189 patients. With the crea-
tion of 70-bed capacity toact asa
quarantine centre for suspected

Nyamira Gavernor John Nyaga-
rama

all our county hospitals,” said
Myongt,

Nyong'o has also launched a
fundraiser towards mitigating
the impact of corommvirus and
targets to rilse Sh800 million,
whichwill be channeded towarnds
cushioning pecple weakened and
disadvantaged by the effects of
the pandemic,

In Homa Bay, Governor Awiti
protested reports he has been
mizsing in actlon as the county
battled Covid-18. He said the
county purchased PPEs worth
Shias milllon to be used by medi-

eases of commavirus, the Bcility
is set to play a vital role in con
taining the viris.

Nyongo said with the addi-
tional facility, it now means the
county has an isolation capacity
of 398,

"Even as we egquip quarant ine
centres, we have gone ahead and
sef up five-bed holding contresat

cil practitboners In fighting the
wirus,

The PPE are head gears, dis-
posable gowns, thermometer
wuns, face masks, gloves, hand
washing gol, among other equip-
ment,

The county has also received
wo ambulances from develop-
ment partners for fghting spread

of the viras,

Awiti said be had launched an
emergency fund to raise money
that will be used to cushion resi-
dents whose Tvelihoods had been
disrupted by the pandeniic.

In Nvamira, Governor Nyaga-
rama said he had taken control of
the opemations as his county bat-
thed the virus, On Friday, he dis-
tributed thousands of FPEs and
announeed the opening of new
isolation and quamntine centres.

And KisH Governar Jimes Ong -
wae said traders of food items in
open air markets will be exempt
ad from remirting daily tazes to
cushion them against the reduced
demand due to the pandemic,

Mr Ongwae also suspended
penalties for late payments for
Single Business Permit, and
wahved market dues and monthly
stickers for PSVs. [Harold Odhis-
mbe, James Omoro and Stankey
Ongwae]
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Enforcing law

Commission wants police to get allowances

National Police Service Com:
mission (NPSC) wants palice
officers to get more allowances to
cushion tham from effects of the
cOronavins

NFSC Chairman Eliud Kimuthia
sall hehas initinted negotiations
with Cabinet Committee om

Mandera. Locals get
5,000 masks, sanitisers

W The county govemment on
ibuted 5,000 face

3 000 akcohol-based
hard sanitisers Lo the publc asit
heightened the fight against
covnnainus, Health executive
MahamudAdan led county
officials inkssuing the ma:
sanitisers to the business
community, taxi opertors and
workers invoived in cleaning of
roads and garbage collection. “We
expect to mll out the distribution
across all sub-counties to help
our people.” he suid The
administration has alsodonated
hand-washing equipmeant to
various institutions, Mandera s
regardad as a hotspot for

Conic19 dhioe 10 115 porous
bordess with Ethiopia and
war-torm Somada. [Cyrus
Ombati]

Narok. Civilians return
firearms, ammunition

W Members of aMaasa clnin
Trans Mara region have surman
dered six fegal firearms and 16
mounds of ammunition which they
have been usng ininter-clan
clashes. Eldars from Sira clan,
who surrendered the frearms to
Depuity County Commissionsr
Hassan Noor, expeessed rapret
awer tha prolonged confiict with
members of the Lasin Gishu
clan. "We are prateful, and ot her
memiers from both clans are
free to smender Blegal fire
arms.” said Noor, He challenged
the warring clans to emulate
nesidents of Esofl who susmen
dered at l2ast 100 fireamms two
years ago, Davis Dikirr and John
Sakajla, who surrendered the guns
onbehalf of the Sira clan, said
they had decided totake the
initiative in order to ensure that
al confiict with tha

1 clan dating back to
1976 comes toan end [ Edwin

Nyarangi]

National Development Imple
mentation and Commiinication
and Salaries and Remuneration
Commission to have all police
officers considered for uniform
extranecus allowance for all
ranks and responsibility allow-
ance for commanders commine-

ing March until the country
returns o normal enforoement of
law and order.

He has also proposed sufficient
budgetary allocation for police
officers to be supplied with sani
tisers and personal protective
equipment in all the work sta-

tons including temporary road
blocks and formed units inopera-
tion areas to protect them from
contracting Covid-19,
“Tappeal to the public tobe law
abiding during this difficult peri
od and avosd unnecessary con-
fromtation with police, They

should also not fabricate allegs:
tions against officers,” be said.

Kinuthia noted that the new
work emvironiment has put police
to big test of balancing betwesn
protecting civil liberties, public
safety and their security and wel-
fare, [Cyrus Ombat (]

DEFENCE. CA argued that the systermn would help tame proliferation of counterfelt and illegal devices

State gets greenlight to
tap private phone calls

Judges declare that
there was no credible
evidence to show that
the system was meant
tospy on consumers
private information.

By Kamau Muthoni

mut homi@stan meciacoke

The Court of Appeal has
allowed Communication
Authority of Kenya (CA) to
install 2 mass surveillance sys
tem.

This now paves way for the
ROVEr ument Lo SNOOp on Your
phone conversations,

Court of Appeal Judges Wil
liam Ouko, Martha Koome and
Daniel Musinga have over
turned a High Court judgement
that outlawed the controver
sial Pata Monagement System
(DS which ks meant to mani-
tor mohile phone networks:

The judges faulted Justice
JohnMativo, saying he filed to
appreciate that there was na
credible evidence to demon-
strate the system wis meant to
SPY 0N CONSUMErs’ privite
information.

The High Court had scuttled
plans by the regulator to listen
in on mobile phone conversa-
thores, but CA insisted that DSM
will help to detect fake mobile
devires.

Strikea balance

It an Judgerment read by Jus-
tice Koome, the Court of Appeal
found that consultations with
tedecom operators Safaricom,
Airtel and Telkom Kenya onthe
design of the system wene not
vei complete,

They ruled that although
there were concerns about the
right to privacy, it was equally
Important to weed out Hiegal
devices but in consultation
with the three top mobile ser
vice providers.

“The right to privacy is
important but the tssues of
abse by unsenepulons moblle
operators alse needed to be
tackled soas to sirike abalance

Justice Williarn Ouka

between securing the right to
privacy and dealing with the
problem without infringing the
right to privacy, It is clear tous
that there was noconcrete evi

dence that the DMS was going
to spy or intrude on private
communication other than the
ursupported newspaper cut-
tingzs,” udges maled,

Justice Mativo had found
that CA was going ovel mdin
its mandate becomise there was
already an anti-counterfeit
agency in place, adding that
telecom operators could also
detect and block blacklisted
deviees,

“Accessing mobile telephone
subscriber’s information in a
manner other than that which
is provided under the law
infringes the right to privacy. It
follows that fior the DMS to ba
lawful, the reason given must
not only be lawful, but must
meet thethreshold of a reason-
able, justifable, and democrat-
icsociety,” he ruled,

On January 31, 2017, former
CA Director General Francis
Wangusiwrote to the three tel-
ooom operators about DMS,
saying it was meant 1o access
information fmom illegal hand
sots that would help to fight
eyber-crime.

But the firms opposed the
an, sayving DMS wis spware
whose purpose was to eaves
drop on people’s calls, réead

The initiative

m On January 31, 2017,
former Communications
Authority of

Director General Francis
Wangus wrote to the

mioni tor mobile phone
networks

m But the firms opposad
the plan, saying DMS was

messagpes and track their finan-
clal transactions.

In the case filed by acthvist
Chiva Omtatah, be argued that
iFCA intended to lock out coun
terfeits, it ought tohave started
at the point of entry instesd of
going after citizens whobought
the handsets.

The regulator tofd the Court
of Appeal that the system had
been born out of consultations.

“The learnad judge érved in
Lt and fact by making findings
wihich were not supparted by
evidence on record and ignar-

Justice Danksl Musinga

ing the uncontroverted posi-
tion of and the evidence
adduced by the appellant inthe
High Court,” argued CA's law-
yer ‘Wambua Kilonzo. "The
judge akso filed to appreciate
the nature of CAS better dated
January 31, 2017, to mobile net
work operators.”

Accarding to CA, the system
would help detect mobile
phones stolen abroad and tame
the proliferation of counterfeit
and illegal devices which are
allegedly a concern.

Safaricom, which had been
named as a party in the case,
toild the court the regulator dis-
regarded concerns that allow-
ing third partiesto aecess their
systems would infringe their
custormers’ right to privacy,

“The decision to install the
devices without comsultation s
arbitrary as the law does not
grant CA powers to interfere
with devices by tapping listen-
ing to, surveillance or inter
cepting communications,”
Safaricom argued

Lawoyers for Telkam told the
court they would not take army
postion but would be happy
with either outcome of the
case. Aintel did not reply to the
case.

The authority had already
awarded Broadband Communi-
cations Networks Lrd the
ShI00 milkon tender to install
and maintain the system.

Week in review 21

shon Chairperson Eliud Kinuthia.
[ Pl Standard]

Water

boss
grilled
over
tender

The National Water Harvest-
ing and Storage Authority
(NWHSA} acting CEQ, Geoffrey
Sang, was yesterday grilled for
the second day over claims of
graft at the agency.

Mr Sang was picked up from
his office in Industrial Ares, Nai-
robi om Friday and taken to the
Directorate of Criminal Investi-
gations. He was released and told
o g back yesterday,

The detectives picked a mom:
ber of documents foam his affice
and the procurement depart-
ment tobe used in the probe over
the corstruction of o Sh231 mil-
Lion dam in Turkana,

The Makuetum Peace Dam is
among three that President Uta-
ru Kenyatta had ordered built to
help Turkana and West Pokot
residents. A budget of Sha. 5 bil
lhem was set aside and Nalassturm
dllovated over Sh31 million.,

But officials said there were
irregularities in the manner in
which the tender was awanded.

Palice reports show the agen-
cy's chief legal officer did not
sign the documents, but the
NWHSA management pushed for
the project to proceed,

NWHSA's chair Erick Okeyo
said he had not been briefed
about the arrest, adding the
agency would support the probe.,

T have not been briefed about
thee allegations. 1 have been
chairman for ondy one month,”
b sale,

According toofficials, the pro-
ject was supposed to see the con
struction of an 18-metre dam
made of clay core and shell mate-
rials, with a water inlet and a
delivery steel pipeline of a
200mmdiameter and alengthof
500 metres,

It was also supposed to have
comminal water points and
three cattle troughs.

The agency had been
embiroibed in a leadership row for
manths before Sang was picked
by Labour Cabinet Secretary
Simom Chednd, when he was still
in the Water mimstry, to take
over from Sammy Mbur,

[Cymus Ombati and Rosetyn
Obala)
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Kericho

Villagers
turnaway
mourners
from city

Residents of Kalyet in Kipkeli-
an West Constituency blocked a
group of mourners from Nainohi
from setting foot inthe village in
an effort to curb the spread of
Covviek-19

Kericho County Police Com-
mander Silas Gichunge said the
villagers intercepbed the baus car-
rying 15 mourneérs at around
&:30pm on Friday night before
they disembarked

Earlier, the mourners had
attended the funeral of auniver-
sity lecturer at Kabianga village
in the nelghbouring Kipkelion
East Constituency.

“When the bus carrying the
mourners arrived at Kabyet vil
lage to drop one of the passen-
gers from Mairobi who 15 resi-
dent, a standoff ensued after the
villngers ordered the driver to
turn back,” said Mr Gichunge,

The county police boss rushed
o the scene after a tip-off from
residents and escorted the
mornrniers to Kipkelion Police Sta-
tion where they spent the night in
the bus.

Kericho County Director of
Maodical Services Berty Langnt
said the group was sereenaed for
symptoms of Covid-19, which
trned negative,

Gichuinge explained that gnoe
the mowrmers hiad obtained clear-
ance from the government to
attend the funeral and were given
a clean bill of health, they were
refeased to return to Nalrob, as
“there was no other reason to
hodd them",

Kipkelion MCA Anthony Rito
commended residents for being
wiggilant, [Nikdka Tanui]

Woman
fined
Sh15,000

A 32-year-old worman has been
fined ShiS000 or serve four
months in jail for eontravening
rules to curb spread of Covid-19

Nardos Simons was yesterday
arraigned before a Nakuru coirt.

Nardos was charged that on
April 10, she was found along
Kenyat tn Avenue in Nakury, hav
ing travelled from Matrobi Metro-
paolitan, which was declared an
infected ares, without o valid
pass.

Upon guestioning by the
potice, Nardos said she had trav-
elled to see her child who was
withher sister-in-law,

Appearing before Principal
Magistrate Faith Munyi, she
pleaded guilty tothe offonce Nar-
dos was granted 14 days right of
appei, [ulius

m The senator had taken food and cash aid to victims
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Police warn Murkomen for
defying Covid-19 measures

Photos of leader addressing a
huge crowd in Elgeyo
Marakwet have been doing
rounds on social media,

By Staphen Rutto
@ standamimadiaco e

Scurity officials have warned Elgevo
Marakwet Senator Kipchumba
Murkomen and two MPs for flouting
government directives in the fight
against Covid-19,

Mr Murkomen, Kapseret MP Oscar
Sudi and his Marakwet counterpart
Kangogo Bowen addressed o erowd,
among them people displaced by a
landslide that killed 18 people in Kip-
chitmwa area, Elgeyo Marakwet and
Chesegon in West Pokot an Thursday,
The mesting fouted o ban on public
gatherings.

HlgeyoMaralowet security chiefs yes-
terday described the meeting between
the leaders and locals outside Wewo
A churchasa rally, which was attend-
2d by peogle who were not affected by
the landslide:

Photos of Murkomen, Sudiand Bow-
enaddressing a huge crowd of people,
et of whom were not wearing masks,
have been doing rounds on social
madia. The trio visited the area on
Thrsday to deliver food and ShLE mil-
Tion cash donatbons to thoss displaced

ment,” (mar said

The commissioner said a list of peo
ple affected by the landslide provided
by the Red Cross and govemment agen
cies is smaller than the number
adidressed by the leaders,

He described the leaders’ actions as
disrespectful to authority and warned
that they risked being arrested if found
adidressing any meeting in the area
when the Covid-18 restrictions are still
in force.

“We will not spare anybody ressard-
less of thelr position in government or
oommunity,” be further wsmed.

In & rweet om Friday, Murkomenwho
isalso the leader of majority in the Sen-
ate dismissed clairms that he held a rally,
saying he addressed anly those afferted
by thae landislide.

e saw the pictures
online and were shocked
that leaders have now
resorted to using the
disaster to hold rallies
to gain political mileage
during such sensitive
times.”

John Mwinzi, Elgeyo Marakwet County
police commandar

- T

iy the mudadide.

County Commander John Mwinzi . : __-'-' i “‘.:
said palice officers have been mstructed ‘ gl - o7 Sk Murkomen instead hit out at nation
o armest any leaders who flout govern: o, bt L8 YRS T al government officials for failing to

visit the ares to assess the situation

ment directives in the guise of taking
atid tothe landslide survivors.

“The leaders are aware that all public
gatherings were banned. Security agen
ehes would also wish to dopublic sensi-
tisaticn rectings, bt we can'’t becouse
of the restrictions. We have Instructed
palice officers to arrest any leader
addressing crowds in the affected area™
Mr Mwiizi saicl.

He banned any distribution of relief
food to people affected by the disaster,
directing well-wishers to donate food
throwgh the county's Covid-19 respanse
team co-chaired by County Commis-
sioner Ahmed Omar and Governor Alex
Talgos.

“We saw the pictares online and were

Elgeyo Marakwet Senator

Murkomen addresses a crowd said to be

Kigchumba
wictims of kandslides that hit Kipchumba area in his county on Saturday last week.

[Seephen Rutio, Standard]

shocked that headers have now resarted
o using the disaster to hold rallies to
gain political mileage during such sen-
sitive times. Leaders must know the
restrictions apply to evervane,” hesaid.

Mo one 1= allowed todistribute food
i the area from now henceforth, The
food donations will be distributed
through the county Covid- 19 response
team,” ordened Mwinzi,

He further directed residents still lv-
ing along the landslide prone areas to
relocate immediately:

Mr Omar acoused the trio of putting
hundreds of locals who turmed up for
the meeting at risk of comtracting Cov-
id-18

“Whit the beaders did wis wrong and
{Begal. They now want tobring another
disaster n the name of helping resl-
dents affected by the mudsides. They
conducted rallies and talked to people
while wearing masks yet the people
theywere aderessing had no masks and
they also sat too close to each other,
fiouting the socinl distancing requine

after the disaster.

“I'have seen some misguided media
reparts and comments attributed to
puhlic officials pontificating and giving
lectuires from: Nairobi over the back of
social distance among andslide victims
in my county, No single minister has
gone to the ground. I never called a
meeting; 1 visited internally displaced
persons,” the senator said.

The rational government had, how
ever, deployed Agriculiure and Live
stock Chief Administrative Secretary
Linoh Kilimo and Arid and Semi-Arid
Lands Principsd Secretary Micah Pow
on, who have been coordinating relief
services to the landslide victims.

H/Bay. Philanthropist
distributes food

W Maimb busnessman Jared
Othena has distributed acsorted
food stuff and coronavirus
peotectve devices in eght
sub-counties. Mr Otieno said
yesterday he had steppedin 1o
Fep the pianbe cope with the
hand economic times that the

wirus has caused them The food
and Personal Protection
Equipment was distributed
through Jared Ortieno Foundation
managed by memibers of the
Homa Bay Youth Movement for
Change. Otiena haid ayouth
empowerment comention in
Homa Bay town befo
off the distribution, *C
graatly affected the economy
and | have established marny
esidents can't affiord a 5inge
meal” Otienosaid The food was
distributed toelderly people,
thase living with disabikties and
ather vuinerabie pessons. The
beneficiaries received packets of
rice, sugar, maire flour, cooking ol
and soap [James Omora]

Nairobi. Senior officer
moved from Nyanza

W Myarira regional polce
comimandes Vincent Makokha
[ pictured) has beenmoved to
police headau arters inmint
changes within tha senvica, The
new pofice commander in
Wyanza is former Coast region
police boss Moah Mwivanda, Dr
Makokha was posted to police
haadauarters and named the
diractor of Natienal Police
Reserve. The changes were
announced by Deputy Inspechor
General of Kemya Poiice Edwarnd
Mhugua on Thursday. Lintil his
appontment, Myivanda has
been based at police hearouar

ters Vigilance House as the
director of complant s whie
Makokha has held the position
in Nyanza since lanuary 2013
The changes have heen
communicated to the National
Police Senice Commision This
COmes as major transfer of
officers to new stations was
suspended until the cngoing
concerted efforts bo contain the
Infeciious comnavirus bears
frults. Mr Mibxugua, in aletter
dated March 24, suspended the
movement of the officers that
were due for transher unti
furthes natioe. Police in
TESPECTive SLATIONS Ak now
maintaning the curfew arders
[Cyrus Ombati]
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Kenei father shown
evidence of murder

Detectives investigating the
murderof 3 police guard srtached
to the Office of the Deputy Presi
dent have explained tohis father
why they concluded his son was
Teilhidl,

Directorate of Criminal Trves-
tigations (DCI) detectives hriefad
John Chesang (pictured) for
hours about wihsat thelr irvestiga-
thons have uncovered so far fol
lowring the death of Sergeant
Framk Kenetand wiy they believe
b wais murdered

According to those aware of
the developnents, the team told
Mr Chesang that Kenei was not
supposed to be on duty on the
day former Sports Cabinet Secre-
tary Rashid Echesa snd two for-
eigners drove to the ODP and
signed o fake Sh395 hillion arms
deal.

The DCT made the decislon
after they lemmt that “strangers”
have been pestering Chesang,
who bs a government officer, to
say his son committed suicide,

Chesang was given all the evi-
dence supporting the probe so
far, including video recordings
captured at the office and data
from Kenei's mobile phone, CCTV
footage shows the sergeant
recelving instructions or orders
from a certuin source.

Afrer police approached Che-
sang, Kapseret MP Oscar Sudi
askid wiy the DC]was taking 5o
lomg 1o conclude the probe, and
claimed the move to call Kenei's
father had a hidden agenda,

“Don't think we are fools. We
b all your plans, including
youar plans o take Kenet's parents

Siaya

to some high-ranking office this
week,” Mr Sudi wrote in a Face-
ook post.

Other sources said three polioe
officers attached tothe DP's office
recorded staternents in connes
tiom with Kered's meirder.

Investigators have concluded
the sergeant’s death was a mur-
ey that was later staged as asui-
cicle. His killors deleted all com
miinication data from his mobile
phone that is vet to be recovered,

Kened's body was found an the
fioor af his house, near the doos,
with a visible gurshot wound on
his chin on February 18 The bul-
let exited throug hthe upper part
of his head. [Cyrus Ombati]

Kin of manwho
succumbed to
virus demandto
know their status

The family of a Kenya Ports
Authority staff who died of Cov
id-19 in Siayms County has now
petitioned the government
through the Ministry of Health to
disclose their stafus,

The more than 20 dose family
members whoare still in quaran
tine at the Kenya Medical Train-
ing College Staya Campus say
they have not been given any
medical reports since they were
quarantined, yet samples were
eollected for testing.

One of the rdatives told Sin-
ey Sromdard thiat their samples
were taken immediately they
were quarnntined two weeks agn,

“Our greatest worry is that we
hirve never boen told whether we

nre sick or not,” sakd one of the
relatives.

They also cried foul over the
poor living conditions at the
facility. And one of them whobas
tested positive for Covid-10 was
moved to Sigya Sub-county Hos
pitel isolation centre.

“We now feel frustrated and it
is only right we are told when we
are going back to our homes ifwe
fren't sick,” said the refative,

But the county Director of
Medical Services Kennaedy
Orweno said results are usually
given back 88 so00n a5 they are
out, James Onyargo's fimily has
lso sued the government to
have his body exhumed and bur-
ied decently, [isalah Gwengi]
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The deal will enable the
scheme, which has
97.78 percent ofits
assets in immovable

property, meet the
Retirement Benefits

Authaority rules.

By Everlyne Kwamboka
ekwamookaiistandardmedia co ke

Cash-strapped railway pen-
sion scheme has put on sale
part of its properties worth
billbons of shillings to boost fts
investment returns. The
scheme’s board of trstess are
sald to have resobved to sell
the properties spread within
Nairobi and Mombasa con-
ties through 4 tendering pro-
cess that will chose on May 7.

The sale s aimed at ena-
bling the schiame, which bas
977 per cent of its assets in
immovable property, abide by

the Retirement Benefits
Authority rules that only
allows a mmdmum of 30 per
cent in such investment.

“We are selling some of the
properties to meet RBA'
threshold and be able to pay
members monthiy,” said Hen
v Toill, whois one of the tris-
ees,

Mr Taili said they are una
ble tocolbect Shas milion rent
insome of the properties and
this s ane of the reasons they
are selling thern. The scheme
collerts monthly rent from its
houses in Mnokongent, Ngara,
Landi Mawe and flats near the
British High Commission in
Uppeer HiNL,

Thi immovable properties
o b sold fre two acres of land
along Matumbato Road on
Nairobi's Upper Hill area, 048
acres on Woodlands Lane,
part of Kenya Raibwiay Nggara
estate, 071 acres off Ngong

AUCTION. Board of trustess selling properties to meet RBA threshold

Railway pension group
puts houses up for sale

Road and 267 acres in Shi
manzi-Mombasa.

The Upper Hill property
vested on the scheme has
1097 members, and was
placed on sale in 2017 It has s
lease of 00 years that was
issued in January 1932 and
located within the prime Zone
IE

shé5 mil

B Amount the scheme is
unabile to collect from rent in
some of the properties in
Makongeni, Ngara, Makongenl,
Land Mawe and Uppar Hill,

“It istrue that we hawve pre-
viously put up some of the
properties for sale. The bid
ders offered very litthe money
and that is why we are re-
advertising some of them. We
wondd rather sell the proper-

ties at the ourrent cost value
thango at a loss,” he added.
In 2018, a group of 74 ten
ants of the Ngar property
tried to stop the sale through
& oourt process in vain. The
High Court dismissed their
application back in 2018, after
losing o similar application
before Justice Chacha Mwita.
It is in this judgement that
Justice Opoti Obaga told the
applicants to stop misusing

ts who lost
the petition in which they
wanted to stop sale of the
property have now come to
this court and fashioned the
same claim as a landlord-ten
ant dispute, but the ultimate
alm is to stop the intended
sale of the suit property by the
first respondent. The present
suit s res-judicate and an
shuse of the process - of the
pourt,” Justioe Obaga ruled,

Meeting dem

¥ b . .
town, Kirinyaga County Is produc ing 1,000 masks daily. | lnseon Muchel Standad)]

Kirinyaga, Embu in mass masks production

To meet the high demand for
face masks, Kirinyaga and Embu
counties have kicked off mass
production,

In Kirinyaga County; the Wez-
esha Mama Apparel Factory in
Kemigoya town is producing
1,000 masks every day. The fac-
tory has been producing hospi-
tal linens and health workers'
uniforms

Goverror Anne Waigur said
the factory will cater for all
masks needed in the county and

beyond.

“The factory is an initintive
targeting women in the textile
industry. It has ereated hun-
dreds of jobs for taflors who
have been supplying hospitals
with linen and garments. The
forus now is on masks, which
are on high demand,” she said.

County officials said distribuo-
tiom of the produced masks will
kick off tomorron,

In the neighbouring Embu
County, Tenri Vocational Train-

ing Centre will start making
masks TOMOTTOW,

Governor Martin Wambara
sild they target to produce
5,000 masks daily. The masks
will be given out to needy resi
dents.

“We have procured necessary
materials for the production,
Our aim £ also to ensure the
workers have a source of income
even o5 the country continues to
fight the virus," said Mr Wamb-
ori.

He said the other vocational
training centres in the county
will also start producing the
masks,

Masks have been on high
demand since the government
recommended that everyone
should wear face coverings in
public to avold urwiitingly
spreading the virs,

Kitui County Textile Centre
and Rivatex East Africa have
alse been making masks.

[oseph Muchin]
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INFRASTRUCTURE. Some of the multi-billion shillings projects are fruits of the handshake between Uhuru and Ralla

Mega projects stall as focus
shifts to fight against corona

Authorities reduce
operations in rice
schemes as opening of

By Harold Odhlamba
HOZhiambo]

When the vear began, resi-
dents of Nyanza were upbent
that multi-hilion projects ear
rrarkid by the national govern-
ment to transiorm the region
imto a commercial hub would
fmatly bear finit,

State agencies rushed to
implement the projects esti-
msated po be worth Shi00 bil-
licor. Sarme ofthe projects were
consbdersd fruits of the hand-
shike between President Uhu
ru Kenyatta and ODM leader
Faila Odingn

However, completion of the
projects now hangs in balance
as focus shifts to the fight
agninest Covid-19. The projects
include opening of the Kisumm
port, completion of Ahero-Tse-
bania moad, expansion of Ahero
Irrigation Scheme and con-
struction of the Koru-Soin
dam

The projects hisd e tipped
to be the game changer in
transforming the economy of
the region.

Inthe Nyandorice belt, plans
by the government o expand
the land under production from
11,000 hectares to 16,000 suf:
fered a setback after the area
was maroonad by oods. Farm-
ers are unable to access farms
in parts of West Kano lrrigation
Scheme.

Although officials from the
National rrigation Board (NIB)
opened waterways to channel
water away from the rice
scheme, farmers fear that the
erop has already been dam
aped,

“We were happy with the
expamsion plans bt ramire had
a different {dea. The floods
have grossly affected us," said
Joseph Odhiambo, a farmer.

t ks not only fioods thae
Tected farmers. A few
weeks ago, the NIE announced
plans to reduce activities at the
rhee scheme as part of efforts to
eontain the spread of Covid-19,

NIB Nyanza Regional Man-
ager Joel Tanui told Sunday
Standard that some of the

“We were happy with
the expansion plans
but nature had a
different idea. The
floods have grossly
affected us."

Joseph Odhlambeo, a farmer

activities thar have been
reduced at the schemes include
operations. Floods also
destroved part of Ahero Irrigs
tion Scheme.

Interviews with several
farmers established that they
have already started feeling the
pinch of reduced operations at
Ahero and West Kano Irriga

tion schemes. Julius Qloumgu,
the chairman of Ahero Irdiga-
tion Scheme sald they were
hoping that the government
will scale up operations at the
schemes even as they ensure
safely.

He warned that reduced
opermtions at the rice schemes
will affect food security as the
viris continues to devastate
the economy. And residents
will have to wait longer for the
planned construction of the
Koru-Soin dam, which hasbeen
tipped to controd flooding.

A few weeks befare the first
Coviel-19 case was comfirmed in
the country, Matlonal Water
Harvesting and Storage
Authority had started collect
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ing views from the public on
the project.

CED Geoffrey Sang told Sun-
day Standard that they had
already started stakeholders’
engagement with a view of
delivering the project. But the
ban an public gathering has
hampered collection of views
from reshdents.

The creation of Specia Eoo-
nomic Zones in Nyando has
also been affected by Covid-19
even though a feasthility study
of the project bs seill underway,

And multi-million road pro-
jects have stalled They include
the Kisumu-Kakamega road as
well as the Sh70 billion ring
roads runndng slong Lake Vie-
torkn besches, from Busia to
Migori.

Construction of a bridge
connecting Kisuma with five
counties along the Ahero-lse-
banin road, which had also
been earmnrked for expansion,
is likely to delay.

Destroyed beaches

Motorists who want to
access southern Nyanza
through the Kisumu-Ahero-
Katito rond, which is about
Jokm have 10 go through
Kisumu-Awasi-Katito that is
alrwost tadee the distance, oF
Kisumu-Kericho-Sondy, which
is longer.

And with the developments;
plans to open the Sha billion
Kisumu port have been put on
hold again. Although the port
holds promise for the reglon,
the rising water level of Lake
Victoria has destroyed several
beaches and this is likely to
dampen plans of prospective
imestors

Kisii

County kicks off major repairs on key roads

Several key roads within Kisi
Municipallty are undergoing
MO repairs as authorities seek
o improve infrastructure in the
region ahead of Madaraks Day
celebrations,

Kisii Governor James Cngwise
said he was working doselywith
the Kenya National Highways
Authority (KenHA), Kenya
Urban Roads Authority (Kura)
ol Kierrya Rurs Roads Author-
ity (Kierra) to ensure the roads
were in good shape by the end of
May.

Some c’dthﬂ key roads under
hUI g & major Beelift include
Kilgoris, Kisii-Kaplong,
i Myamira, Fgesa-Nyatieko,

inbad shape

"Majority of the key roads in
the Kisii Central Business Dis-
trict have heen in bad shape, |
am glad work has begun,” said
Omgwme.

Mr Ongwae said Kisii Town
wis also andergoing a major
infrastructural facelift to ensure
that it was ready to host the cel
ebrations on June L,

County Municipal Engineer
Haron Ovaro confirmed that mo-
tine maintenance of roads under
Kura, which include the Kisii
Stadium-Iterio, RBarclays Bank
Kisti Hotel, Ram Hospital-Kisil
Police Station-Hospital rounda-
bout, and Hema Hoapltal-Jua
Kali are almost complete,
nder the Kisii bypass phase
ong, there i impressive progress
so far along the Nyanchwa-Soko

Miinga section. Tarmacking is
alsoongoingaround the stacdium

stretch while base works are
complete along the Gudka-

ChristaMarianne Road with tar-
midcking sot bo commece sHom,”
sqid Oynra,

He further said the Bobara
cho-Menyinkwa to ftierio-Ria-
masagara bypass and the road
leadting to the min State Lodge
under construction s alsobeing
rehabilitated to ensure that all
roads within the ares are cotered
far.

Those under Kura include
Menyinkwa-Itierio, whose patch
and shoulder maintenance is
orgoing, while Getare-Kamdm-
bao-Myatiekn is being gravelled.

The ongoing works hiee
brought toan end complaints by
boda boda operators and other
road users over the poorstate of
roxids in the region. [Edwin Mya-
rangi]

MCAs set
tookay
medics’
payrise

The assembly will decide on
Thursday whether to adopt a
Sha00 million budget tocater for
workers' salaries and allowances
dhurirg the Covid-19 period.

Speaker Florence Mwangangi
sdidd Memibers of County Asser-
ly (MCAS) are to delberite 41 a
special sitting on the short term
e fhow.

The money will cater for the
health service providers' special
allowances in the fight against
Covid-19 as announced recently
by Geweornior Alfred Mutua

It will also ensure the MCAS
get thelr monthly salorbes and
allowances by 26th of the payroll
manth.

(ither issues to be transacted
inchude consideration of the
colnty's fiscal strategy paper
2020 and the annual develop
ment plan.

Ina reguest 1o the assembly to
consider approving the Shioo
million, Deputy Governor Frincis
Maliti reminded the assembly
that the sum was within the five
per cent monthly threshold
allowed by the law.

if approved, the deal will see
the county government bormow
oYy r'nmcnmrnrn:lalbm;:s o
pay if the Central Bank o
(CBE ) dos niot lend it the amount
appied for.

Article 212 of the Constitution
provides that the county govern
ment may borrow money only
with the approval of the county
vernment’s assembly.

Section 142 of the Public
Finance Management Act, 2012
(1) states that the county govern-
ment may autharise short term
borrowing by county govern-
ment entities for cash manage-
ment purposes only.

Mr Maliti said the aw antici-
pated situations of this mature
and empowered the County
Assembly toexercise it mandate
and grant approvas for warmint
ed requests.

1 humbsly pray that you canse
a mothon to be tabled and pro-
cessed in accordanee with your
relevant Standing Orders,” reads
part of the Jetter addressed tothe
clerk of the assembly,

I a letter to the Councl of
Governors, Salaries and Remu-
neration Commission chair Lyn
Mengich warned governors
against offering special allow-
ances without its advice, adding
that this would likely eause me
quality in remuneration across
the health sector,

However, CoG chalr Wycliffe
Oparanyn dismissed her senti-
ments, saying the incentives for
health workers had not vielated
any rubes as they were gubded by
the regulations of their specific
Public Service Boards.

Mutua will pay health workers
a special monthly allowance
ranging between Sh5,000 and
Sh20,000 for the next three
menths. [Everlyne Kwambaoka ]
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1br soldout
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purpose built student accomodation
masai lodge road . rongai

starting from KES 2.2M
call carol: 0723 111 207
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The Onyx Place

-Apartments-

Offices - 1000- 12,000 Sq
Warehouses - 7.000sa b

EVEN BUSINESS PARK

NORTH AIRPORT ROAD
Homesearch

PROFEATY BALES &
Latting and Managing Agent

0722 307 057

&0784448800 or 0799448800
@ wwwhouseandhomes.coke

info@hom

Plots for Sale

Sharpy Serena Road - Mombatka

within ACCOMMOMDATION:
GROAND FLOOR
Frriae | MNO. unitac Each urt haveng
2N roesmac Wit hunsulted Bat heooem.
showers,

propoerty Is developed  with
eonitrictiad thres stons bullding of
ruinforced concrete framework with
GUATY Stonas Ihiing.

Tel: 0742-488-094 and 0T28-119-174
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OFFICE SPACE TO LET

SHEM PLAZA - Lusaka Road
Strategically located, new modern Grade
A offics complix and Retsl Centre
Shops & offices from 250 s,

(GAD & T FLR: Kabss, 70 pa.t, (Bl ol WAT)
2 ALR - 5™ FLR: Nahs. 65 pal. {Excl of WAT)
Sarvich Charge: Ksha, 20 pal (ool of W)
KONZA TECHNOPOLIS - Konza City
Prisrnhirm and highly prastigious rw

0722 512 803
(020) 444 7 444

X
‘ﬁ.l."' www villacarskenya.com
EamE infolhdllacarskenya.cam
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FROFERTY AMENITIES

2 & 5 Bodroom ADSmmants
Spacous lownge & grvase balcony
Ensuitn Bochcama deugrar wardiobes
Fited kilchas pardry hdl luhdfy ares
Lifti. saler, witie & borahol, gecerntor
Splash pool & children's play aren

+ Ample parking and many axtres

ST R TEL: 0708 751 455,/0722 521 680

Selling or renting out property? Advertise in The
Standard Digger Classifieds this and every Thursday at
exchiting and affordable rates where you'll get suitable
buyers or tenants, fast and sasy,

Call: 0727 134126/ 0720 630 561/ 07192 012 910/
0719 012 909/ 0719 012 901
Email: classifiedads a standardmedia.co. ke




SUNDAY, APRIL 26. 2020 The Standard

tandard

S
PRPERTYG UDE

BUY SELL RENT ' INVEST

Is it still safe to invest in Real Estate?

“Real estate cannot be lost or stolen, nor can it be
carried away. Purchased with common sense, paid
for in full, and managed with reasonable care, it Is
about the safest investment in the world.” - Franklin D.
Roosevelt.

hie novel corona virus is a global pandemic that

I has taken the world by storm. Lots of people

are in turmoil over it as borders have been

closed, economies shut down and industries are putting

themselves on pause and all manner of small businesses

are taking hits. The real estate industry has also felt the

heatwave of the virus as many buyers are hu'mg cautious
during this volatile period,

S0, your down payment was safely in cash, you'd planned,
perhaps for years, for the 2020 home-buying or real estate
investing season, Then, just as you identified your perfect
house or apartment in the market, the coronavirus turned
the world on its head,

Should you go through with the purchase?

Assuming you have the money, can afford a mongage
and the other costs imvolved and your job or business is
not in danger, then yes,

There is s0 muchwe don't know about what the next few
months will bring, including whether it will even be over
in the next few months, But one thing is certain, the virus
will clear and the markeis will recover and get back to the
usual way. So, the question is, what do | need to be doing
during this time as a real estate investor? [f data from the
past is anything to go by then these are integral tips that
will help you make the right move during this pandemic
and when the dust settles, you will be standing tall.

Panic sales

A pandemic that lasts for a long period normally causes
panic sales. People liguidate their assets to ensure cash
flow to take them through the pandemic. Developers will
be putting their properties on offers, so as an investor you
should be on the lookout for properties that are put on sale
during this period,

It's not as if anybody selling 15 suddenly going to step
up and say, ‘oh sure, | conld have sold this property for 10
million but because of what is happening and I am afraid,
you can buy it for 5 million, but It's definitely a good time
to shop around. get and a good rate.”

Market Strength

‘The real estate industry has developed a lot of autonomy
over the years. A crisis like this has caused major
businesses within the service sector to suspend activities.
The real estate market, however, has slowed down but not
at the rate other industries have been forced to do,

Information Is Key

Knowledge, during this time, is power. Having the latest
information on available properties will be highly sought-
after knowledge. Now's the time to innovate and hunt
becanse there will be opportunities,

Conclusion

A pandemic causes a lot of changes in every industry. As
much as some negative change occurs, there are always
new opportunities created at the same time. Real estate
is still a safe means of investment, As the famous saying
goes, “Tough times don't last, tough people do.”

So, if want to invest in real estate, don't quit, keep
making those calls, compare properties while staying safe.
Be alert so you can ride through this wave successfully.
Whether all is well or not, the bottom-line s, investing in
real estate is smart because property is tangible. People
always have, and always will, need shelter. This meansit is
very unlikely that the need for shelter will ever go away.”

And if all of this talk of risk-taking gives you more
anxiety than you'd Iike to admit, fear not, time is on your
side. You can reach out to us on sema@kwewke for more
information or reach out to vour real estate consultant for
advice,

Carol Naneu,
Real estate investment consultant.
naneu@kweake
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TV firm
launches

shopping
platform

Pay television provider Star-
Times Kenya has introduced an
interactive online shopping plat-
form. The StarTimes GO platform
will offer the public access to an
enhanced shopping experience
through integrated services avad-
able viatelevision, online and calls.

It will be available through the
company’s streaming media appli-
catbon StarTimes ON and as 15-min
ute programmes that will broad-
cast om the firm's channels.

*This is a strategic new line of
huisiness for us inour effore 1o ena-
bla customers to access products
commveniently across Kenya," said
StarTimes Regional Marketing
Director Aldrine Msubuga, "Star-
Thmes G0 is pur innovat ee solution
aimid at making it possible toshop
securgly throwgh our StarTimes ON

online platform.” [Corespondant ]

Firmsin
dealto
deliver
fresh food

Jumtia has signed o distribation
deal with Twiga Foods to deliver
fresh and processed food to con-
sumers following movement
restrictions to curb Covid-10,

The service, dubbed Jumia
Freshi powered by Twiga, will
allow customers to shop an Jumia
for thelr fruits and vegetables,

“Customers will get same-day
free detivery on the platform in Nai
robi and will also save money as
Tk cuts out mibddemen by buy-
ing directly from farmers and man-
ufarturers across the country,” said
Jumia Chief Fxecutive Sam Chap-
patte,

Twiga Foods has bullt up diseri-
bution for fresh and processed
food, sourcing from more than
15000 producers and delivering to
over 5000 retailers a day, [Come-
spondent]

-ampany, Capwell industries, has
28 Fund to support
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Priti Patel just proudly
informed us that shoplift-
Ing has fallen during the
lockdawn. Has anyone told

her most shops are shut?

UL e = Share of concessional and programme-based borrowing has increased from Sh2b to Sh246b

Virus forces Treasury to dump
Eurobond for cheaper loans

Govemment has
reducedits target for
commercial loans and
turned its eyes to
multilateral institutions
such as AfDB, Worid
Bank and IMF.

By Dominic Omicndi
cakrnd v

When Kenya raised Sh275

billion from American and
Furopean investors in 2004, the
word ‘Burobond” dramatically
joined the dispamjing lingos
associated with the country's
infamous scandals such. as
‘Goldenberg’ and ‘Anglo-leas-
ing.!
Suckdenly, Euirobond - which
means a dollar-denominated
sereign bond - became the
nameof & scandal

The National Treasury insists
o money was stolen, a position
taken by former
Echwrard Ouko.

Unfortunately, Kenyva has
been hooked on the Euroband
loans in what some pundits
have described as ‘Eurcbond-
age’

But the comonavinus pandem
ic, which has ravaged the fman
cial markets and pushed the
global economy into a reces-
ston, has offersd a glimmer of
hiope,

Countries have barricaded
themmelves to prvent bmporta-
tian of more infections, dealing
aheavy blow to global trade.

With tax revemies dwindling
following implementation of
draconian measires aimed at
curbing the spread of the vinis,
Kenya is ingratiating itself to
new debi masters - ones that it
hopes to maintain even after
the end of the outhreak.

Multinational banks and
dierp-pocketed pengion funds
from US. Europe and other rich
countries have fallen down the
pecking order of preferred
external ereditors with the Afri-
ein Development Bank, World
Bank, International Momegary
Fund and other multilateral
institutions resuming the pole

position that they oncehad.

It s a situation that Presi-
dent Uhury Kenatta's govern-
ment seentingly wants to main
tain till the end of his presi-
dency in 2022

“Thawe spoken to muost of our
development partners and
found & positive response, In
thie next week or two, billions of
shillings will be added to our
initatives to offer direct relief
to Kenyans, ™ said the president
inhis address to the nation yes
terday.

“T thank them for their sof
darity ind willingness ta listen
and responed to our proposals.”

In the Second Supplemen-
tary Budget tabled last week,
National Treasury Cabinet Sec-
retary Ukur Yatani rechiced the
governments target for com-
mercial loans by 87 per cent,
from Sh200 billien to $he.2
illion.

Instead, he revwed up the
share of concessional and pro-
gramme-basad loans from Sh2
Billion to Sh246 billian as the
country tries to redeem itself
from the original sin that saw it
hiooked on expensive commer-
il loans.

Kenya expects some funds
amounting to Shi22 billion
from the World Bank and TMF
tor helg it fight sgainst Covid-19
as well as tocushion those who
have been adversely affected
by the outhreak.

Treasury also expects to
borrow around ShE00 mil-
lion from the open market in
the next financial vear,

Maagre revenies

Forelgn imvestors have baen
feasting on the country's mea
Ere revenues at the expense of
critical public services such as
hieslth, security and education

Even niow whien Kenya is fast
running out of mevenes asem-
nomie activities all over the
wirld come to standstill dueto
the Coronavirus pandemie,
Eurobornd bondholders axpect
tio b peicl,

They are the equivalent of
the local landlords who insist to
be paid their rent even when

6.3 trillion

M Total public loan as of March 2020

their tenants have seen their
incomes decline.

Concessional external

loans are priced at & ficed

Shé6.2b

The amount Treasury rate of 175 per cent, with a
expects to borrow from repayment perkod of 25
commercial creditors by years and up to M) years

June, down from Initial grace period
estimate of Sh200 billion However, commercial
loans - international syndi-

cated boans and export credit
financing - are contracted at &
reference Tate plus a margin,
Ome such reference rate is the
Libor, which is the baske rate of
interest wsed in lending
between banks on the London
interbank market.

However, the Libar bench-
mhark i betng replaced.
Freeing Kenva from the
Furohondage seems to have
been Mr Yatani's brief when
Uhuru placed him at the hakm
of the Exchequer to replace dis-

Sh246b

The amount Treasury
plans to borrow from
bilateral and
muttiateral londers
by june

graced former finance CS
Henry Rotich

“We want to be more prm-
active by making sure that we
retire all the commercial
loans,” said Yatan in October
last year.

Commereial loans, he not-
ed, have an interest of
between eight and nine per
cent. They akso have shorter
grace and matarity periods.

Hesaid they would instead
embark on cheap, multilat
eral loans with an Interest
rate of Jess than two per cent.
Of the six loans Treasury
slgned between May 1 and
Augnst 1 last year, four of
them were concessional

In 2018, an IMF report
noted that Kenya's risk of
defaulting on debt repay-
ment had increased from low
to moderate as the country
ramped up external loans,

Imminent repayment of a
huge eovernal debt, ncluding
part of the 2015 Eurobond,
piled pressure on the coun-
1ry's revenues,

“Tha higgher level of debt,
together with rising reliance
onnomconcessional borrow
ing. have raised fiscal vulnera-
bilithes and increased inferest
payments on public debt to
nearly one-fifth of revenwe,”
said [MF.

0f the Sh1054 hillion that
National Treasury pald to
external creditors in dw first
half of the curvent financial
year, 57 per cent went to com:
mercial ereditors.

Bilateral lenders led by China
took p close to & third while
multilateral Institutions
received 14 per cent.

For the first time, Treasury
will not bee floating a sovereign
b and might not do sointhe
next two finamedial years,

Commercial loans have also
presented Kenya with another
problem at o time when it is
begging for a debt standstill.

Multitateral and bElateral
lenders. have already shown
their willingness to suspend
diebit service to free up cash for
the country to wse in the fight
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SGR boosts transport of Covid-19 supplies to the region

Despite the movement restric-
thonks impised by the government
to confain the spread of Covid-1,
the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR)
freight services continue to oper-
ate normally, buoyed by the
increased inflow of supplies.

Betwesn March 25and April 22,

Africastar, the opemtor of the SGR,
transported 52 twenty-foot equiv-
alent units (TEUs) of Covid-19 pre-
vention materials such as disine
fectants, ethyl and &cobhol, and 732
TEUs of grain to the region.

In addition, it ferried export
goods, inclading tea, coffes, tobac-

co, clothing, canned seafood and
friit as well as imports such as
auto parts, ceramics and fertiliser,
Astatement released by Afristar
indicated that the freight services
were ongoing round the clock,
with a significant mumber of
employees stll working.

Kenya's borrowing trend

against the health and ego-
nomic effects of the viral dis
eise,

Instead, after a revision of
its budgget, Yatani wis left with
more funds to speed up pay-
ment of interest for last year's
5hi0 billion Eurchond.

The fact is that after it wis
reclassified into a low middle
income country, Kenya's
financing terms changed.
Unlike the least developed
countries suchas Tanrania and
Ethlopia, Kenya's acoess to
cheap loans has been difficult,

IMF has already approved
debt payment relief to 25 poor
member countries, excluding
Kenya and other ‘rich’ coun-
tries that have been borrowing
expen-
Shve-
ly

from the open market,

A deal on debt waivers on
commercial loans, which
include Eurobonds and some
Chinese loans that Kenva has
in the past snapped up with
abandon, is far from being
firmed up, an IMF source told
The Standard in an earlier
interview,

Kenya has been pushing for
debt refief to free up cash to
boast the country’s health sys-
tem and cushion walnerable
populations frem the sdverse
effects of the pandernie.

This complicates the coun-
try's financial position to meet
its commercial debt oblkga-
tion, which is set to fall due
before June.

“I have spoken
to most of our
development
partners and found
a positive response.
In the next week
or two, billions of
shillings will be
added to our
initiatives."”
President Uhuru
Kenyatta

Commercialloans (billion)

® Commerdal loans (bilkon)

Fortunately, Kenya might
feature in another programme
that is expected to benefit low
middie-income  countrias
through a debt standstill by
bifateral lenders under the
umbrella of the G20, a chub of
&0 rich count ries.

However, discussions an
commercial loans are far from
being finalised,

“For commercial loans, 1
can't say which mechanism s
beling used. What is clearer is
the bilateral borrowing.” sald
the IMF spuree,

St b llhons.

Kenya is expected (o save
$675 million (Sh71.5 billion) in
case of a suspension of debt
payments by official bilateral
creditors, according to the
Warkd Bank,

The global lender said such
a debt moratorium would
immediately infect lquidity
and enlame the fiscal space for
BOVEFTIMENTS,

Perbaps it is an fllusion of
the help it has been promised
toget fromthe Bretton Woods
Institution, even as the global
financial conditions tighten,
that s giving Kenya's govern-
mient hope.

Before the crisis, Treasury
officials were already planning
to move away from non-con-
cessional loans, an intention
they laid bare in a debt report.

“In particular, it is aimed &t
Actessing mare concessional
furicling to minimise the carry-
imgg cost of deb, as well as local
currency international bond
Issuance over the medium
term,” sakd Treasury.

“Following the suspension of
passenger services, members of
the passenger service team such as
train sttendants took leave. How
EVET, SOme passenger locomative
drivers were transferred to frefght
services.” the statement read.

According to Afristar, the vol-

Weekend Business 29

wmeof cargo transported from the
port of Mombasa grew in the first
quarter of this year, with 96000 |

TEUs and 7,385 tonnes of bulk —
cargo ferried. A total 1,187 trains =~

were used, at an average of 13
trains daily. [Comespondent ]

World Bank plans to connect
1.3m households to solar power

A'World Bank-funded initiative
is targeting to connect about 1.3
million households to ekectricity
generatid From within thedr locl-
ities.

Intotad, 121 mini-grid sites will
b developed under the Kerya
Off-Grid Solar Access Project
(Kosap), which i run under the
Minkstry of Energy.

Marginalised areas that often
have sparse populations in 14
countiesare the target of the sec
trification programme. Also tar-
geted for conmection are 207 sec-
ondary schools, 784 health clinics
and 106 county offices,

The project will also result in
the installation of 350 solar water
pumping systems and 150,000
solar powerad cook stoves.

“At its optimal level of opera-
tion, Kosap will have promotad
the eleviation of 20 per cent of
citizens who were previously
underserved, fostering a mone
Inclusive society, a stronger econ-
omy and a better democracy,”
satic a staterment from the Minis-
try of Energy.

“Itwill be an ingenious project
that creatively and realistically
perwers Kenyaas a nation.”

Kenya's access to electricity
stood at 75 per cent as of 2018,
However, most of the alectrifica-
thim ks concentrated in 28 per cent
of the country’sland area, cover-
ing 33 counties,

It then means that households

in the rest of the counties have
been excluded from sockal and
economic life where significant
populations of underserved com-
mumnities live,

Their lack of access ta electric-
Ity is exacerbated by poor aceess
to roads, water and social ser-
wites
“at its optimal level
of operation, Kosap
will have promoted
the elevation of 20
per cent of citizens
who were previously
underserved,
fostering a moxe
inclusive society, a
stronger economy and
a better democracy.”

Ministry of Energy

Garlssa, [siolo, Kwale, Lamu
and Kilifi are amang the margin-
alised counties that are targetted
by the programme. Others are
Mandera, Marsabit, Narok, Sam-
buary, Takta Taveta, Tana River,
Turkana, Wajir and West Pokot.

Collectively, the counties cover
72 per cent of the country's land
mass.,

To mitigate the exclusion, the
Ministry of Energy, supported by
the World Bank's International

Asolar pawer project at Kirbimbi, Kirinyaga County, [Manere Fara,
Stanclrd)

Development Agency (1DA), con-
cetved the Kosap to be imple-
miented over the next four years,

Kermya has historically been the
leading African market in both
mini-grids and stand-alone elec-
trification systers, an advantage
that the project leverages,

Kosap therefore accelerntes
the scabing up of off-grid electri-
fication and energy solutions,
rather than deviating from on-
rid solutions.

The project design is informed
by the principle that it ought to

diverse bemeficiaries with
varied needs such as houscholds
and public facilities, & maximises
private participation to increase
inpact and reach & kamger namber
af benaficiaries,

Tt s also flexible with respect to
market approaches in the sense
that products will range from
fully markes-delivered approach-
&5 to more ed ones where
the government maintains alead-
irg role kn serviee provision,

“Kosap is aligned with various
programmes such as the Country
Partnership Strategy (CPS)
whose overarching goal s sus-
tadnable rechiction in poverty and
mn mereass in shared prosperity,™
said the statement.

Eradicate poverty

Spacifically, the CPS highlights
three domains of engagement
including growth to ermdicate
poverty, human resource devel-
apment for shared prosperity and
building consistency and equity
tovdeliver a devohtion dividend.

“True to the project's wide pos-
itive social and economic impact,
it has broad support notably from
the governors of the 14 target
counties, Kenya Power which is
providing mini-grids, the Rurgd
Eectrification Authority whichis
providing solar powered soli-
tions, and SNV, a Netherlands
based company which is our pro-
grarnpne’s resilts based finoneing
partner,” said the Energy minis-
try.
The project targets the most
underserved, with specific benefi-
ciary households, community
facilities and enterprises already
miapped out.

The suecess of the project in
the beneficiary counties will be
the success of the country as a
whobe through improved educa
thom, healtheare, innovation and
connectivity, [Standard Repart-
er]
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Cost. At Sh100 apiece, total spending for a month would be above Sh2 000

How masks directive has
upset low-income budgets

Many poorworkers haveto
make a hard choice
between buying the face
covering or a meal.

wmnmm

ptheyri@stancarmedacn ke

Wiarijikeu, wh fives in Kayole on
less than Sh200 a day, 5 required
tobuy a mask at Shitd e Ty

This mask is the licence to her
freedom outside her house. The
povernmmient his ¢ u1l:thL' 8 a:-

Fut she carmot afford to stay at
home, her childrenhave to eat. She
has 1o look for b for the day,
with most m Jobs paying
about Shadga day.

She buys a mask, and heads {0
town. And there lies a bigger prob
m. The city is deserted and after
[ leking
g nane, she will go ¢
having incurred a loss of Shi0O.

In the face of such difficulty, Ken
yans like Wanjiku - over 16 |||Im.|
of them - have resorted te
homemade face masks tha
reusable, You just need to w:uh
thiem with soap and water,

Kenya Bureau of Standards
recently said that @ I current-
Iy no o andard for reusable
frce masks,

At the moment there is noKen
va standand for these types of cov-
ering, certification for re-usg
cloth coverings is currently not a
mangdatory regquirement prior to

aid the agency instatement.
Sloth i ks should be
miade of dol cwith

greater protection, However, the
general puhlic must take heed that
such cloth coverings do not guar-
antes protection against coronai

rus."

Huvwkers are making o killing
from the government’s directive
and have stocked up masks. In
ay of goods are single-use
i mited in high-end
and others grossky sub-
standard, and reusable masks,

e

which are ho
Maost Kenyans, aln
s the sconomy re slow, opt
to o for the reusabie msks thor
cost less but pose a high risk of
Infection from the deadly vins,

High,

Kenya has the sixth-highest
number of poor people in the
wiorld, a 2009 report by the World
Eank revealed, with 176 méllion v
ing at below two dollars (Sh220)a
day.

‘The country sits behind India,

v battered
il

Madagascar, accon
erty and Shared F‘rugn--rly. 2018

PEpoTt

Keryar's official data showed that
about 164 million people were ly-
ing below the poverty line in
201516 period, meaning these
individuals could not afford a
decent meal

Ifome is to by a mask each day,
Monday through Friday, for an
entire month they would end up
spending up to Sh2 000 on them,

Evwen for some salaried people, §
is too much of an investrment.

The Covid-19 disease has infect
ed elose to three million people
worldwide, with over 198,000
deaths as at y day.

Hyglene. Pwani Oil donates soap to boost Covid-19 war in four counties

Support. mmmmmmm 'lomhmdsmzmnmolm:nmmwmm Rebert

lcln'u.mmladllmm
counties tol

Officer Gideon Makumi, The soap will be
boost the fight against the spread of the coronavirus disease. | leniphe:

tomare than 900 women in Murang'a, Kiambu, Nyeri and Kajlade
Standard]
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Campaign

Kepsasends
‘solidarity’
flowers to UK

Keniya on Friday sent more than 300 bouguets of
Aowers to the United Kingdom to be distributed to
die and nurses on the frontlines of fighting
Covid-19, recovering patients and care homes.

Thie consizrment was dispatched under the Flow
ers of Hope camg an inktiative mooted at a
presidential roy il d implemented by the
Kenya Private Sector Alllance (Kepsa) in pastnership
with its members as a uniting symbol i Kenya and
the world in respanse to the pandemic,

Partners in lhq.' campaign include K

¥ y nof Marfactuners, E

¥,

ipat a time when many coun
i Kepsa Chief Exocutiwe

Caral J\:IHI;MI
“It is part of our campaign, dubbed Flowers of
rmed h'_\'thcrmliri?shr\mﬂnnhh\'hm

i hos-
IK dispatch
is the first |ntc"'n.=1 fomal distrivution, an important
'-\.nbfou s Londan s one of Kenya's biggest market
Fir flosvers,

“The campa
b the peoiple &
pandemic, and will also help insaving thousands of
farm jobs in Kemya's flower farms,” Ms Karuga add-
ed
Accordirg todota from the Kerya Flower Council,
sabes of cut flowers in overseas markets are below
35 per cent of what would be expacted at this time
of the vear,

Business is mostly driven by the European and
Unibted Kingdom markits, wihrne sibe dedined
to almost zero, Retailers are open (o sell only essen
tal foodstuff, and cut flowers remain onthe shelbves.
the floriculiure sector eamed Kenya Sh1E3
tributing arcund 107 per cent of the
country’s gross domestic product. It ks the fourth-
largest contributor of forelgn exchange after remit
tances, tourism and tea [James

o i show of gratitude and support

=

CEOs expect
revenue to fall
by 10 per cent

Nearly 70 per cent of Alrican businesses expect
thelr revenue to decrense by more than 1 per cent
next month,

Ina live poll conducted by Africacom on April 22
as part of its webinar series, Crisis Manage
f\lrﬁ.ln“.ull1l'<'~.wl.k" 47 per cent of respondent
ated that they expect their revenue to decrense
by miore than 25 per cent next month while 2
cent expedt income to fall by more than 50 per cent.

Omly 20 per cent indicated that they expect reve
in the same or increase. Approximately
pas leaders participated i the poll, Par
llnp.nnl. amee from 41 countries across African,
with the largest representation coming from Nige
ria, followed by South Africa, Kema, Ghana and

The largest sectors represented in the webinar
were financial services and professional services,
fillowed by energy and ma acturing. Others wene
estate, health care, agriculture, healthcare, and

media, arts and entertainment. [Correspondert ]
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—H Soldiers fram numerous African countries fought for the Empire, but their contributions have not been documented

A tribute to Kenya’s forgotten war hero

-

should [ distract you
from Covid-19 to write
about a rman you have never

heard about ? Just walt,

Zachary Mburu Mwikonyi was bur-
fed on April 22, 2020in Shamata,
Nyandarua County. His national [T
showed he was born in 1926, In an
interview in 2017, he gave his date of
birthas 1922 His eubogy gave the date
s 1018

Mwikonyi fived a lorg and ilustri-
ois life, vy froem the prickly eyves of
the public. He Hved through ituils, the
last secretive ceremony on leadership
succession i central Kenya around
1928-30, the Great Depression, Warld
War I and the Mo M uprising. If he
wixs born in 1918, he lived throogh
World War | and the Spanish flu

He lived through King George V.
Edward VITL George V1, Queen Eliza-
beth I1, Jomo Kenyatta, Darnbel arap
Mol, Mywmi Kibaki and Uuru Kemyatta
reigns.

He epitomised history anc its injus-
tices, Few Kenvans will ever get siich
an oo, sich o blessing.

Mwikonyiwas barn in Nglama, Lai-
kipia County, It & not clear what his
parents were doing there; they were
probably working for the Eritish or
Afrikaans who settled there after
WWI1, & reward for winmning the war.
The Afrikaans{ Boers were extending
the great trek to Kenya, His parents
came from Mang'u in Kiambu,

He movied to Embu in 1330 after
refrning to Kinmb - he said the Brit-
ish colonial pdministration forbade
thermn from keeping mare tharn frve
goats, Lots of central Kenva natives

mewed to Emibu as the maungu took
away their land. Overcrowding, family
fendsand fear of witcheraft made oth-
ers loave their ancestral land. Sams
never returned even during the land
comsalidation of 1956-57,

Muwikomyi votunteered to fight for
the British Empire in WWII in 1944,
Conseription through chiefs was com-
man, says Prof JH Kirura, whose
ft heer Wik i victim, Mwikiomyd amd
others trained for three months at
Ruiruand Tigoni, using 303 machine
guns, he told us.

They left for Mombasa in February
1844, They were never told where they
wiere going. One of his colleagues,
Mahata, snepked from Mombass and
never went to Burma. One of the ships
in their comvoy, 55 Khedive lsmail, was
torpedoed by a Japanese submarine
only seven days after leaving Momba-
sa, he remembers.

The ship that Mwikomy sailed in
had 1,297 on board, including 77
fernale service personnel, Myikonyl
eould recall most of the female victims

“He epitomised history
and its injustices. Few
Kenyans will ever get
such an honour, such a
blessing.”

were nurses, which has been corrobo
rited by independent sources.

Others ships after Khedive salled to
Colomibo, §ri Lanka, mnd then Calcutta
and Chittagong through West Paki-
stan (Bangladesh). They then got into
Burma, crossing the Irrawaddy River
to engage the Japanese who, he says,
were good guerrilla fighters and knew
hew to hidein jungles.

Mwikonyi's pay was Shds per
mosth and his service momber was
KMI3.348, and he was one among
rmary fighters from African countries
(he confirmed that Dedan Kimathi was
in Burma toa), In all, about GOC000
Africans fought for the Empire.

My uncle sew action in the same
Faraway land, o discovery Lonly mude

after bewas dead. Did they meet Lord
Lowris Moamthatten, the British
supreme allied commander for South
East Asin? Mounthatten was the kst
viceroy of India and was assassinated
by the Irish Republican Army in 1974,

Mburn witnessed the end of WWTT
‘when atomic bambs were

Tt radned that day and beer flowed
while soldiers rolled themselvesin
" e revalled,

After the waz, he came back through
Bombay, Indiz, to Mombasa. He says
all the injured were thrown into the
sea an the way home,

“Ever seena chisabled WWIT veter-
an? beasked me, From Mombasa, he
took & train to Gilzil where they were
demobilised after three months. He
Teaed thie option of stayving in service
it rieflsed.

Mwikonyi returned to Embi, and
his military skills came in handy when
the Mau Maia came, When | list visit-
ed, he told me he could make a gun in
15 minutes. Heeaplained how they
e woung girls to bait policemen and
grab their guns. He saw action in the
Jungles of Mt Kerya just like in Burma,
A few years earlier.

Oathing Mau Mau
He was arrested for cathing Mau
Mau adherents and endied up in Man-

yani prison on Mackirmen Road. but
Lwter escaped with his 17 collegues.
Omily three made it to Nairobi, follow-
ing the milway line; the rest died on
thiwiy, They bribed an Asian police-
i with Sh20 to make their way to
Navirobi railwary station, hid in a goods
train to Sagana and then to Embu and
hack to the forest.

After independence, Mwikonyi got
tand in Shomata {*high® in Maa lan-
guage) under a million-acre seftle-
ment scheme. Shamata hugs the infa-
s Happy Valley.

Hie became a simadl-seale farmer.
This area & part of the former White
highlands, His plece of land was next
toan airstriposed by Patrick Clark-
Turmer,

Thewar veteran died 75 wearsafter
the end of WWITand 57 years since the
Unibom Jack was lowered. The highest-

More than ane million African

A T
and porters were vital

African men gather around a fire for warmth during Worlkd War | in this undated
photo. soldiers, labourers

ranking official to grace his funeral
was the local chief - the excuse being
Covid-15, He died a forgotien hero,
There were nogun salutes after all
these wars.

1t 15 & scene all too familiar; we ame
too ohsessed with the living to bother
with the men and women who came
before us and made the way for us,
aften with theirblood. We have no
time to honour men and women who
stood up against Hitler and other
etremiats in the warld wirs,

1,297

H The number of people on board a
from

The contritut ion of Kemyans to
great wars has never been fully
acknowladged in our corricihim and
Tanours” lists, Our Kstorians think a

actors In the warin Europe. [ Inpeca War Museum va AP]

story an BBl would be better than one
of anunknown Kenyan warrior. Com-
pare the publicity around Ken Walibo-
ma and Mwikonyi, both buried the
same day.

Lost reconds

Wiy waas Mwtkonyi not buried at
the heroes' corner? What else could he
Heave done to become ahern? Sady,
huring Mau Mau, Mburu lost his
mecords, medals, paybook and military
uniform, which made it impossible to
2et a pension, He atso missed oot on
the latest Mau Mau compensation,

When shall we realise that heroes
are not made in movies but in reality
wihen duty calls? [ am honoured to
have met this heno and recorded his
story, We hope he will xspine the next

thom to rise above pettiness and

make this world a better home for all
of us,

The writer is an associate professor
at the Unfversity of Nairohi

Uganda underlines its intention to become a major oil player

ganda President Yoweri Musey-
UenL Tulborer O sl ot chief
exacutives could not have chio-

sen i better time to announce their

agreement to resolve a long-standing.
capital gains tax dispute that had earli-
er prevented Tullow Ol from farming

out its Lake Albert licences to Total.

Tultow 0il announced that it has
agreed to the sale of its entire stake in
the Lake Albert Development Project in
Uganda to oll major Total for $575 mil-
thom £5hé1 billion) in cash, plis post
first-nil contingent payments.

This is welcome news for both com-
panies, Uganda and the oil industry
ghabally and in Africa in particular, all
ofwhich are going through a period of
distress in the face of Covid-19 and
crude oil prices crash.

‘This will autematically catapult Ugan-
dka 10 becomse East Africa’s biggest
crude pmducer and provide much
needed ncome for development and
well-paying jobs.

Current estimates by the World Bank
are that Uganda will register growth
mates of over 10 per cent annually from
ol production and associnted activity.

“The deal showsa kot of foresight to
make an aeopisition of this nature for
such an amnzing but reasonable price,”
said African Energy Chamber Executive
Chatrman NJ Ak,

“The resolution of disputes that
paved an opening for this deal should
be commended. President Museven,
Tullow 0l and Total understood that
beirg proactive and making conoes-
shons is good for Uganda, jobs, con-
tracts forlocals and regional growth,”

Maost importantly, the deal sends the:
right signals tothe market and imoes-
tors that despite the current challenges,
Ugancha ks open and ready to dobusi-
MnEss

effects

I line with the African Energy
Chamber's appeal to governments to
show fexibility in appradsing existing
projects within the realities of the cur-
rent business emdronment, the govern-
mient of Uganda, with the direct
imvohvement of Mr Museveni, was will-
i to cede ground and close the deal.

This is good for Uganda and an exam-
phefor other African countrles facing
the: ol crisis 1o follow.

Tt is kely to have positive effects far
beyonsd the current crisis, with ever
mare explorers and oll companies lHkely

totake another ook at Ugandan acre-
age in an attempt to replicate
Ol's discovery suceesses,

Elizabeth Rogo, president of the Afri-
i Energy Chamber for East Africa, said
the deal is also s huge boost for the con-
struction of a pipaline that will trans-
port the crude tointernational markets,

The proposed Uganda-Tanzania
pipedine in itsell will not only lead to
additional jobs being created, it will
also render the entine country viable as
amajor ofl frontier, she said,

We are likely to see other ol compa-
nies fike Cranto Petroleum drill addi-
tional exploratory wells m adjacent
blocks, in aneffort to take advantage of
the pipeline infrastructure.

The pipeline also increases the
atract iveness of oil blocks located in
the south of ofl producing neighbour

ing South Sudan, Potential discoveries
there are now likely to fetch a lower
breakeven point due to recuced piping
costs via Uganda.

While acknowledging the willingness
of the Uganda government to compro
mise on the particular tax dispute, thus
enibling this ground-breaking transac-
tion, the African Energy Chambier con-
tines to advocate for additional spe-
eial measures that will facilitate a Final
Irmvestment Decision by Total and its
partners, and the deployment of capital
to other drilling and geophysical pro-
jects in Uganda in the current business
climate.

Weurge the government tocontinue
working with the industry to improve
the business climate for more ol and
#as Investments.

African nergy Chamber
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WeareHome
AE=

Il W B @kTNHome

Whereas, children may be away from school, families are creating learning
opportunities together. We are keeping teachable moments alive with
some thrilling wholesome family entertainment...#WeAreHome

Wash your hands with soap under running water for at least 20 seconds and if unavallable, use hand
sanitizer with at least 65% alcohol content

Stay home and only go out when absolutely necessary

Keep soclal distance {maintain at least 1.5m distance from people while in public)

Watch us on BAMBA 1, Dsty 272, GoTV 92, Zuku 12, Alidean 01, Azam & Continental STB's and Signet
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Libya. Europe calls for
humanitarian truce

B The foreign ministers of
Germany, France and Italy, and
the ELI's top diplomat made a
point call yesterday fora
humanitarian truce in Libya,
saying all sides must esume
paace takes, “Wewant to unite
our volces to thade of the LN
Secretary General {Antanio)
Guterres and his-Acting Special
Representative for Libva
Stephanie Turco \Willams in their
call for a humanitarkan truce in
Litya” they said. [Reuters]

Angola. Govt extends
state of emergency

1

W The Angolan presidency has
aatended the State of Emegency
in the cow until May 10 due to
Covid-19. Arcording to a Press
redpase by President Joao
Loimenco (abave), the new
extensionof the Stata of
Emergency aims to preserve the
greatar pood of the human being.
which s ife_ This is the second
axtensionof the State of
[Emergency in the: country and it
covers. a new perod of 15days,
starting from April 25. The
decison of the presidant cormes
after an unamémous approval by
Farliament, [ Xinhua]

India. 4 militants killed
in Kashmir gunfights

B Four militants and one of their
associates wera killed, while a
policernan was wounded in two
separate gunfights in restive
incka-controdied Kashmer, polce
=aid yesterday. Two militants and
thair associate were killed in
Pubwima district yesterday
morning, whils two others were
kiied in Kulgam district on Friday
evening. Both Pubwama and
Kulgam districts are located
south of Srinagar city, [ Xinhua]

RAINING

Pandemic

HANCES. P.36

on Twitter:
@ennl

US federal investigaters
are concerned about the
potential for hate crimes
against minceities in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic, acconding to

the head of the FRI

Envoy: War on virus key to stability in Great Lakes region

The intermational community
should rally behind efforts 1o
eontain the Covid-19 pandemic
and other external shocks that
oonild threaten Long-term stbil-
ity in Afriea’s Great Lakes region,
a UNenvoy has said

Xin Huang, the special ervoy
of the United Nations Secretary
General for the Great Lakes
region, said the fight against
Cowidh-19 is Imperative to help

achieve peace, security and
prosperity in the resource
endowed region,

“The Great Lakes region today
faces challenges macerbated by
the Covid-19 pandemic and the
profongation of the Ebola epl-
demic,” Mr Xia told Xinhua in
Nairobi

“Indeed, the fight against the
pandermic could be an opport-
nity to build greater solidarity

and strengthen reglonal collabo-
mtion,”

¥iasaid the region has inthe
recent past made significant
progress towards political sta-
bility, economic growth and
social cohesion, adding that
tackling the Covid-18 pandemic
mnd other emerging shocks will
ensiure those galns are not
reversible,

He singled out the praceful

polithcal transition inthe Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and the commitment by
leaders of the eountries of the
rejgion B0 promote pesce, seo-
rity omvd economic ntesgration as
significant positive develop
ments for the region.
"However, it shoulkd be men
toned that the stabilisatbon af
the region depends on several
other variablés, including exter

Securlty. Travel restrictions and mandatory quarantines are impacting the mission

Drawdown of UN
missioninrestive
Darfur delayed

Officials say the
current plan has
become unrealisticin
the context of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

By Xinhua
Khartoum

The planned drawdowm of
the United Nations-African
Union peacekeeping mission
in Sudan's Darfur reglon will
be delayed by months due to
Cowid 19, sccording to g senbor
UN official.

The current gk, ciroulated
to Security Council members
on March 12, has become
unrealistic in the context of
the pandemic, UN Underseg-
retary General for Peacelkeep-
ing Operations Jean-Perre
Lacroix told the coumeil.

The restrictions of move
ment in place doe to Covid-18,
the UN decision to suspend all
peacekeeping rotations unti
June 30, coupled with the
omsat of the rainy season in
Jurwe, heve rendered an effer-
tive exit of the mission by
Oetober 31 impractical, he
said,

In Resolution 2485 the

e - e

iwn};lri;ﬂadmrm comoy of government troapsin
Tahit village in the North Darfur region of Sudan. The drawdawn
of a UN-AU peacekeeping force was delayed [17]

Security Councl set March 31
as the date by which it should
decide the courses of action
regarding the drawdown and
exit of the mission, which is
officially known as the United
Nathons-African Union Hybrid
Operation in Darfur (UNA-
MDY, and adopt & new resoks:
thon establishing a follow-on
presence.

However, due to the delay
of aspecial repor it requested
from the African Union and
the UN secretary general, the

Security Council had to post
pone these decisions by two
manths and decided to main
tain the mission's troop and
police ceilings and fts team
sites,

In his briefing, Mr Lacroix
explained that the measures
in effect in Sudan and else
whiere to combet Covid-19 will
affect the mission's capacity
toconduat a smooth and safe
PTOCESS,

Travel restrictions, manda
tory quarantine and limited

shipping options have already
started impacting the mis-
sion, making it increasingly
difficult to conduct even basic
logistical operations,

While all operational units
coiild cease operations gradi-
v before October 21, the end
of the mission's current man-
date, toensre the timely clo-
sure of the team sites, it will be
necessary to extend the draw-
down period for several
months beyond the date, he
saick.

Further, the rainy season,
lasting from June to October,
menders large areas inncressk-
hle, particularty for the types
of heavy transportation
equipment required fo move
the troops and their aquip-
ment,

Inview of the infrastructure
limitations, the number of
personnel, as well as the
nature and volume of assets to
repatriate or transfer, the
drawdown period will need to
be extended into the dry ses-
son to allow for unimpeded,
safe and continuous move-
ments among UNAMID
camps, a5 well as between
Darfur and Port Sudan, he
saich,

The réguirements for a
responsible drawdown, come
bined with the need to pre-
serve operational efficiency
and cost-effectiveness, will
require close coordination
hetween the drawdown of
UNAMID and the establish-
ment of a follow-on presence,
he said.

The structure, mandate and
establishment timeline of the
new presence will significant-
by Empact the sequencing and
overall timeline of UNAMID's
drawdiown, said Lacroix.

nal shocks related fo the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, progress in the
fight against armed groups in
eastern DRC, and effective co
operation between the couniries
afthe regionto address the root
eases of instahility,” said Xia
More than 4,766 Cowvid-19
cases and about 131 deaths have
Tewrs reeparted in the Great Lakes
reghon, aocording to the World
Health Organisation. [ Xinhwa]

Rebels kill
12 rangers
inpark

AL least 12 mingers havie been
killed by suspected members of a
Rwnndan rebel group in the
Virunga National Park in the
Democratic Republic of Conga.

Cosma Wilungula, a govern-
ment official, said Friday's attack
was the deadliest in recent his
tory,

He said about 60 militamen
hioe ambushed a convoy of eivil-
ians that was being protected by
the rangers,

Arbea's oldest natiing neserve
is @ popular tourist attraction
known for its population of
mountain gordlas.

The biotogically dverse park is
a Unesco World Heritage site in
the restive east of the DR Congo,

Another six people were
injured in the attack blamed on
mifitiamsen from the Democratic
Forces for the Liberation of
Rwanda (FDLR), whose leaders
hive been accused of Links to the
1994 genocide in which some
BOO000 ethnic Tutsis and mod
armte Hutus were kifed

The group has so far made no
public comments on the accusa-
tioms against i,

Astatement on the park’s webr
site sald there were indications
that this was an attack on the
local civilban popalation.

“Virunga Park Rangers were
niot the target of the mssault, but
{ost their tives responding to the
attack in defence of the local
population,” the statement sald.

Kidnappers target tourists in
thepark. In 2018, attackers killed
a ranger during a brief kidnap-
ping of two British tourists and
thelr driwer. [BBC]
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In Brief

115,18 sailors aboard
destroyer contract virus

W At least 18 sadors aboard a
deployed LIS Navy destrover have
tested positie for the coronavi
rus. marking the second cuthreak
at sea aboard a LIS Navy vessal
according to local media. The
Pentagon said additional cases
are gxpected aboard the UISS
Kidd.a destroyer carrying out 3
COUNTEr-NAFCaTics MISSion near
South Amenca Commanders ane
prepanng to return the ship to
part, where they will remove a
portion of the coew, [Xinhua]

Russia. Putin eases law on
acquisitionof citizenship

W Russian President Viadimir
has signed nto Bw a Bill on
the simplification of obtaining
Russian citirenship, The
documant was pubiished on the
official legal nformation Internet
portal The bill was passed by the
State Duma lower parfiament
howse on Aprl 17 and endorsed by
the Federation Council upper
howse on the same day. “We
ebminate the bureaucratic red
tape of Russian-speaking
compatriots and those citizens of
the former Soviet republics wha
relata themsehes with Russia”
State Duma Speaker Vyachesly
Vaolodin said [ Xinhua]

UAE. Etihad extends
suspension of flights

B Abu Dhabis Etihad airways
yestenday said it would extend its
suspensionof scheduded
passenger fights until May 15, The
ailine hadsaidit would partially
TESLI T PasSangs fiom
May 1. Etihad and athe
airlines have been pparating
putbound-only flights for
foreigners wishing to leave the
Gulf Arab =tate, which has banned
@ tothe
s ourt break. Tha
5 ou threak has v ]
halted all international air
[Reuters]
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Crisis. Countries in sub-Saharan Africa particularly at risk

Africafaces‘hunger pandemic’
as coronavirus fuels poverty

Desperation could : 5o ple) earning below $1.90
worsen asjob losses Coronavirus crisis could double world hunger  (st203) o day .. where hasi
mount and incomes The number of people facing acute food insecurity could double by the P e e fn dn dinger
plunge due toa Covid- end of 2020 as a result of the coronavirus pandemic, according to type of poverty and you cannat
19-induced recession. analysis by the United Nations' World Food Programme (WFP) eat, you will die,” he told the
= . . Thomson Reuters Foundstion.

5 NUMBERS OF ACUTELY HUNGRY PEQPLE* (by driver in each region, 2019) Phlcilag it e
hannesaurg B Confiict / insecurity I Weather extremes Il Economiz shocks muich mare. In the last couple
WFP of decades, we hive 20eh very

Since South Africa went into ) fast urbanisation in these two
lockdown four weeks ago o World Food 3 regions.”
slow the spread of the corona- Programme In sub-Saharan Africa, more
wirus, hairdresser Nasreen Fil Euro Asia and than ane in five people were
lay has had no fncome. With- 0.5 milli ps Middie East already going hungry even
out a job contract, she cannot R on o 43 million before Covid-19 hir, according
apply for government akd 1 country. 10 countrias tothe LN Food and Agriculture
eirhern Organisation,

“If oy mather and father-in In Ghana's capital Accra and
Lavwr il ot bl rrvee, Tl bee 4.4 surrounding areas where Fi-
going hungry,” Ms Pillay, a Fah Addo rans a food hank, the
28-year-old mother-of-two past three weeks have been
From Johannesburg, told the “filled with desperation and
Thamson Reuters Foundation, Latin Amark_:a anxiety - people wondering

She Is also fearful the eco- and the Caribbean Alrica what will kill them first, hunger
nomic squeeze is leading to 18.4 million 73 million or Covid-19", he said,
more crime. Robbers broke & countnes 36 countries
into her mathers house two = Oilprices
weeks ago, taking speakers, INCREASE IN ACUTE HUNGER 265 m:. His organisation, Food For
headphones and other fems. (millians of peopie) (forecast) | a All Africa, had gone from feed-

“People are desperate,” she Additional number expected o 4 3 ing about 150 people a day to
said 1o be left acutely hungry due preparing 3500 hot meals

1o impact of coronavirus crisis daily, he said - and 75 per cent
Acute shortages af paople relying on them are

Such desperation could 135 newcomers who hive been
worsen as job nsses mount 108 124 113 ffacted by the virs, he added,
and incomes plinge due 10 2 According to the World
coronavirus-induced reces- Bank's most recent estimates,
sion, with countries in sub- 10 per cent of the world's popu
Sahuran Africa particularly at lation - about 730 million peo-
risk of spikes in poverty and ple - were living in extreme
hunger, experts have warned, 2015 2017 2018 2018 2020 poverty in 2015, The combina-

Theewor ki is “on the brinkof
& hunger pandemic®, David
Beasley, head of the United

"Feople facing crisis levels of hunger or worse
Sowres: Assccued Press, WEP

Pichure: Associaned Press

& GRAPHIC NEWS

Nations' World Food Pro-
grammis, told the UN Security

tion of Covid-19 and a drop in
oil prices could increase this
mumber by 60 million.
Experts at [FPRI and FAD
have said production of staple

Coumicil this week,

Globally, 135 million people
e facing acute food shortages
and the coronavirus could
increase this by another 130
million by year-end, he said,

“In a worst-case scenario,
we could be looking at famine
in about three dozen coun-
tries” he added.

Riots and protests have
already broken out in town
ships in Cape Town and Johan-
nesbing over promised food
parcels thaot never arrived,
according to local media

Africa as a whole currently
has mare than 27000 con-
firmed cases of the coronavi-
rus, with more than 1,300

deaths, according to the Afri-
can Centre for Dsease Control
and Prevention

A possible global GDP loss of
five per cent this year could
increase worldwide poverty
levels by 20 per cent, pushing
another 147 million peopde into
extreme poverty, acconding to
recent estimates by the Inter-

national Food Policy Research
Institute (IFFRIL More than
Thalf of thoseat risk - 79 millien
people - are in sub-Saharan
Afric, with another 42 million
in South Asia, said David
Laborde Debucquet, senior
research fellow at the Wash-
ington-based think tank.
“Wieane talking about {peo-

grains is stable but warned
logistical hurdles and social
distancing measures ane pit
ting pressure on food supply
chaing, particulardy in cities
where there is little land to
grow food About 80 per cent
of urban Africans get their
food through informal food
markets, [FPRI sabd.

Pandemic

Pregnancy,

PFregnant women in maltaria-prone
areas are moee vulnerable (o contracting
Covid-18, especially where pesticide
spraying tokill mosguitoes has been sus-
ponded due 1 lockdowns, health exports
warned ahead of the Workd Malaria Day,

Puring pregrancy, women's immune
systems are lowered 50 45 not to reject
the foetus, putting them at risk of con-
rracting both malara and Covid-19, they
said,

They also arg vitlnerable to misdiagno-
585 as the two diseases carry similar
symptoms, *It is a perfect storm," saud
Richard Allen, head of The Mentor Initia-

malaria a ‘perfect storm’ for avoidable deaths

tive, a humanitarian organisation fight-
ing troplien] diseases,

*The countries with the highest malar
ia. burden, mainly in Africa, are also
affected by conflict, population displooe-
ment, malnutrition and stress, You add
Cowid-10 and people - especially preg
nant women and children - are extreme
by at risk”

Around the globe, there have been
more than 2.7 milion confirmed Covid-19
cases and nearly 190,000 have died,
according to a Reuters tally on Friday,

The World Health Orgamisation (WHO)
Has urged countries not tojose focus on

other health waues during the pandemic,
warning that disruptions to malariapre
vention and treatment could double the
vear's deaths in sub-Saharan Africa to
miore than 706000 from 2018,

Exact figures on how many pregnant
wormen are ot risk is hard to know, sgid
D Allen.

But he estimated that at any given
time, frve per cent of women in count ries
needing humanitarian ald, or about 168
milllem people, are pregnant at any given
time,

That would mean about 84 million
wormen were af risk

In southiern Ghana, pesticide sprayving
to battle malaria-carrying mosquitoes
was put on hold when a Covid-19 case
was confirmed at a gold mine. putting
thousands of people ot risks, according
to the charity Malaria NoMore,

“We have seen this happen in Angola
too and fear it will become more com-
man,” Allen told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation

The symptoms of malaria and Cov
id-19, including fever, body aches and
coughing, aresimilar, potentially casing
thee wrong diagmosis, experis added,

“On tep of this, it s typically mothers

who take children to health care facilities
if they are sick, so they will be more
exposed 1o viruses, especially if preg-
nant,” said Samuel Asiedu, director of
Anglo-Gold Ashanti's Malaria Control
Programme in Ghana.

The combination of risks means vul
nerable groups, particulardy pregnant
women and children still developing
their immiine systems, need to be pro-
tected, Allen said,

“This combination could tip people
over the edge.” Allen said The anmsal
Waorld Malaria Day as designated by the
WHO was marked yesterday. [Reuters]
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Arhvertising & C
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NYERI
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ACCOMMODATION

ESFACCOMMODATION OFFERED

Kice Pace

200 Beers

10742 262000
B/ APARTMENT

Kenya Comioei  Suites  Mdiman)

Sarated Apartmils Good Price
07 34 608 866,072 2608865, BTITINLL

COMMERCIAL

KL/SERVICES
Swimming Pool Servioes & Eqop

Sauna/SieamPoed  Equipment  Nrk
D7 37/07 38511438 Msa 0722507153

RESIDENTIAL & BUSINESS
PROPERTIES

L1 /PROPERTIES FOR SALE

TOry T T T

BURUBURU ph? Abr maisonerts
LM 745506582

KAHAWA Wendani Sstorey Building
with ~S9units  bedsitters  income
S0000kpm, price  @55M Neg
LR R

KASARANI Materrity & storey build
Ing with 42unis of bedsitters each
@6300 plus Zunits of 1 br each
@000 fotal inc 23000kpm price
JOM 0746506752

KASARANI Claywarks SSooey build-
Irsg with inc J6P000kpm price @0l
46806982

AMBU RD Mushroom esiote Sbe
maisomette  on  O.Satre @TOM
DT%ISS-DE'?EH

lllull.lh|r|||'| 5 storey I‘Ihl 1|n|tw:|h
20units of 3bw each @26500kpmi price
55M D7456806062

RUIRY Mugutha 3be new bengzlow
o S0*100N 375 m 0746806962

ZIMMERMAN Sstomey hise with 624
nits-of Thr @I2000k per unit iotal
ncome  TAA0O0KpM  price S3M
DMG806% 2

LOYPLOTS/LAKD FOR SALE

25 acres for i - Kajisdn 7 pangel

of 35 acres a1 20m per acre. Com
ke subdivided on  request  Call
005443731
I8 A Namanga GO0k Peg
OTZITE58564
SAC (M. Dundori-Charagita
0724142050

ATHE rver (own LSAres indusirial
plat farmae OTAPERE542

BIRIKA 6.5 ac Yoy 7272619
BIRIKA 73, 152, L43 DTS5 TI2E1Y
DAGORETTI OLi60aC 072251904%
DAWA ML S0VI00 1.2m 0725049900
EMBU Kizmunngs 10 acres Ikm bl
Sakago mad 07730086

ESINYA 5 acres fronting tanmac & 24
aores fown cendre. 0725210219 owmer
FSINYA Miito Town SOxI00 plot rasdy
Fithe Thms 1armac 0725210219

JIA prime pits M Nfa Town
/83t iim 07 28150836/
OT4215450

JUIA Kenyaita Ad L@ac tithe IM,
Mula’a -Inn 17830, 280 DT22867 230,
[EFECT,
KAHADO Town 14 plats Nasula area
on mmac  clean  fiEles.  Quick
sle 0752001

EAMITI Corner [ Kamiti Ridge Estate
1/Bacre 300M from main tamac mad
ready  files  qall  OMITEMI
DOF22527306

KAMULL 40 E00 900K 0T277RE500
KANTAFU Domyg  Sabok  I/8acm
500m from tarmac ready titles call
DTI39ERE3, 0722SITE06

KARANJEE [mr I/8 pE dev D785

IFSH0
KAREN JOxr GI50M  pir  r
O7FTo04073

KAREN Hills Gated © acre 70m Call
Dhvner 0733 201327

KAREN >Sacres prime lond ready fos
development. Offprs. 0722520408

KAREN- |7ac plot red soil 35m call
076210

KAREN Shade §/230 22M 0722467230

EASARANI Clryworks touching Thilka
RO 05ac good for Peirol Sation
GHI5M O746E0658T, 0721753439

KASARAN] Gsioeey HEE inc JEOKPM
DA 746806587

KASARANI 12 acee, Utk G777 300
154

KATAMI lidacre  behind  Katand
Hospital 2.5m oo 0723560455

KATAMI 14 Arm 3.5M 0717333344

35

left wall never be filled,

closed an the other side.

and friends.

Remembering you Anatole

Mr. Anatole Isiye Ndombi
26 May 1986 - 26 April 2015

Today, it s five years since the day you suddenly left us,
A deep sense of loss remains in our hearts; the gap you

But as God calls us one by one, one day the gap will be

Fondly remembered by your parents, siblings, relatives

May the Almighty God hold you in the palim of His hand

KENOL  phts (11
735329 or (728938358

acm.Cadl

KIAMBU mad Kugera L2 ace
maue Erden (721564572

MIKUYU  Mache |/Bac 110K, 250K
OTORLDAAL, (TIPS PATTMOS
KEMANA/TIEONDD 58 Wied near
Sopa Lodges 0722519049 owie

MESAIW Alya Sacco Scheme 14 are
b, from main road 07 227 2750

MKITENGELA quick sale, prime 1i4ame
Mot @ 2.7M Calk 07 778ER160

KOMZA Zac
OT22TAZIES

Comm  Plel  3M.

KOMZA Malill 200dcres 0727753615
KOMZA I00mis @AT3H (790455444

LAIKIPIA 428 acres  owerlocking
Muatia Hill nelghborngDipaers
Comervancy, Nyeri eyt {11
(725519049 owray

LAKE slementaita plat next 1o the
lake Sacred  sultable for  gamps,
Indges, Neg 0783955680

L.ELEMENTAITA land touching the
lake good, for hotel O7DDG 32681

LAVINGTON  Fathern
a l?\"u -’] ?ibﬁDﬂfB?

Llllﬂ fﬁ.!ln-ﬁ Keal for deviiop-
meni on tarmac O7 22858847

RO O5AC

MAANZONI 2505 45m., (733527375

MAKUYU
790455444

znaja B0

MARKGWA fobo 1L2Ar 0703585111
MARAGUA, wahantl 430 0773458507
MATHIRA 55a3cres (7] 5583547
MAURUI bypass Li2ar 0722467230

MEMBLY  pilme
OT2P4ET? 30

Latae

NAIVASHA Sacres (721991164
NANYUKI Zhm @ 706 0799455844

NAZRA  Estate  prime Titke
0727815340

NDEIYA Zac tafmac 0799471888

NDEIYA 43¢ tamac 0759471855

NDEIYA /45 1.2m OTES4TISES

NGARA, Fanganl, Sec 3. S0uI00
tommL ftle Price - 38-6EM neg
O7H513344

NGONG road nakumat juntion, lacres
with  petro  station, sa0m
neg. 0722520514

NGONG
manths

{ Wimoka 478 ksh LI mob
lenent OFFL21R003

NGONG Oloolua Karen West S0x1(:0
Bacre plafs, 072 26823286 awner

NYAMAKIMA Dmruma RO S0° 0 B
plot with ol Building price griS0a
O74AEDG0E2

OLKALOU 15, 21, 290ac (722467230

OMGATA Rongal prime plots, 400m
froam il & 36 Dungalows 0721646686

OMEBATA RONES Masai |0dge SATEs
prina Land 0722056562

DMGATA- Rorgal Nkoroi LS, 14, 12,
arre plots ready fitle: D7 22662286

PANGANI tacre on Thiks Rl Sciper
Highwwary prime 07564522

PRIMIE 164 quarier acre plots located

17 frim Magacl Re 10k from Tuala
market price BOOK per plat. Contact

D?J'I-B-ﬁ_{?ﬁ 072864924

REDHILL Heights Gatanga rd bkm off
Thika rd 1/2wire gated 10m. Call
U722 GHITTA Qwoer

RONGAI-ACACIA SOXIOO@IM kM
fromm h/way, call 0774883420

RUIRY Kmakis Bypass behind 3rings
S0a100ft Commercial plots with title
DE.5M DTHEE065E2

THOME | tooching bypass 05x
DGO (REE060EL



36

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2020

’ Twitter

@BBC SPORT

Andly Murray will play Rafael Nad-
al next week - from his own home,
i a virtual version of the Madrid

world number one to

charing the
workd aum

the flick of a switch when
18 pan

L-e] By 1
tume in toa live

And more than ?ﬂuﬂ di
various times during a m
hihition mate

n II‘I-‘“' COTOnaV

The
fun as W|4|
mis —a live sporting i

riow that the red

@ world hosting a competi
sports final
most international sy i
shuttered arournd the globe.
Vanuatu Cricket Association

5 set up fourcam
tary for the

grounds.

same in |l.||-||. as
sure when we .'I,u

“Now, it's about maintaining for if and

—— The shutdowr

“oyerall,

1 few fans were getting

holding patterm.™
t's kind of tri

he 'mml iy
 still not

el an oppartunity o play

u can kinda fick thae

here.*

fid not allow Barty to

return to the United States to
defend her title at the Miami
Orper, whilch cats i hr into
et 10 im the s be fore

it's been a bit
of an \L|'|.I-.‘.|“|.'.“..{Juu

also lucky that 1
time where you
appreciate the

is your healtl
family."

World number
one Ash

T |hu corar
nel was then
wlone on April 6

wine his
grovnd yesterday w
bring food or cloth
rthose affectad !

The lock dowr
ders meant there v

[aP]

s panderm-
hy o destme

. .
ed cases of COVID-I® in Vanuatu.

amp Barty opento
w training chances

she finally sealed the top spot a few
months later.
is also the defending champlon
sarros, where she won her
m-title in 5 last
t WA |>n-.t:h:rw| o
'l"n YE! rench |Upr'n\\.mmw-*dln
September 20-CGetober 4 from
start while the Wimbledon chs
ships, which were set to begin in late
June, were cancedbed.

Septemberx
20-October 4

B 'When the French Open will be hald

st kind of sitting back, this & really

bizarre,” she said. “You're prepari
that (ha rth swing and then you're
ona plane back to Awstrali,

It i i everyone, For tennis

players, theres that uncertainty. We
néed] for pretey mid whole world to
b clear before we o tart Cur COUE

petitions have the
i agzain, but fora
urigue to be fn that

rty was in
with some of her fellow |
deals with the lockdown,
ris T've had really go
L W friends
with ona persona I chat-
ptat wihat eould be next forus and
nne is trying to get that new infor
matian,” she said.

ir touch
yers as she

Vanusitu woemen cricket players
cedebrate in Port Vila. | Feuters]
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Giro d’Italia cyclist turns delivery man to stay fit

He really should be tramming for
the Giro d'ltalia instead of mak-
ing delheries during the comna
vinis pandemic, But how elseisa
professional [ratian cyclist sup-
posed to stay fit?

At least that is what Umbserto
Marengo was thinking when he
decided to pull on his bycera and
start haoling pasta and pizza
across the suburbs of the north
ern Iralfian city of Turin,

Marangs and his litthe [talian
team Vind Zabn-KTM are stilltry
ing to gain a measure of respect
ability on the professianal tour
circudt,

The KTM riders considered
themselves lucky to have even
gualified for one of the three
Grimd Tours.

Bt the Girowill not be starting
on May 9 because of the virus
that has officially killed almost

26,000 across the Maditerranean
COALYY.

The27-year-old had little todo
biit sit at home with his girl-
friend. The subject of ice cream
came up and Marengo's new
career s00m followed.

“We searched the internet and
found this ioe cream parlour mak-
ing home deliveries,” Marengo
recalls.

Marengo got in touch with the

mayor and was s00n speeding
along abandoned city streets on
hisracing bike -~ a mcksack full of
deli sandwiches strapped to his
back,

“The  customers are all
amazed,” Marergo admits,

“Especially since [ always try
togoup by the stairs to stay that
Lictle bit Arter.”

Marengo and the other riders
weill soom drop what they are

doing and enter extreme training
regimes.

The KLM rider says delivering
food has been rewarding -
althougth maybe not terribly use-
ful for staying rocer-fit.

“This is mainly tostay useful to
my community,” he says.

He makes upto 30 deliveries a

sports 37

“ l”' I Form Three student leaves coaches yearning for her signature

Mukosh juggles between
school and sports with ease

b’ Coacheshave put eyes
enyouthful and talented
female footballer
Involata

By Ernest Ndunda
enrckafstandaTimediar

In football parlance, attackers

i win you matches, but
prs win you titles.

enders are tasked with

g a solid repusation and

relishle. Muintaining

asuperbpositioral serce is what

omes in handy for any player
for reputation.

one lnvotata Mukosh,

mast of these

LAM AN
NTI iy g7

-

many.

Borm in November 2002 in
Kakamega, Mukosh, who cap-
tains former national and East
Africa secondary school girls’
football champions St John's
Kalolend of Kilifi, has kept on
gaining more recognithon from
severd coaches,

The Form Three student, who
joined the school in 2008, has
been making the right moves at
both the club and school. Her
ability to bakance both has been
incredible.

After finishing ber standard
elght examinations at Wanzalala
Primary School in Kakamega
County in 3017, Mombasa 0lym-
pic head coach Joseph Oyoo
spotted the mercurial player
and played a ey role in ensuring
she joined the 204 national and
Fast Afvica girls' foothall cham-

pion
StJohn’s Kaloleni beat former
champions Wiyeta
31 In the 2016
p— % national
games final
in Kistimu
o hecomse
the first
girls foot-
ball team
from Coast
region mwin
the coveted
trophy.

The winning
team, which
featured Har-

ambee Starlets
striker
Mwanahali

Involata Mukosh

B Wuecesh was born in 2003
B loined 52 johns Kalslen| in

2018

B She i the teamcaptan
B She ks  top perform in
clas

B She crearms of playing
profesional foatbal

ma Adam, now with Swedizh top
tier side Dingardens [F based in
Scotland, went on to win the
East Africa schools title.

“1 jained Mombasa Olvimpics
while in Formane where we fea-
red in the top women league in
2018 but due to financial con
straints, we were relegated to
the lower division after forfeit-
ng three consecutive matches,”
saic Mukesh,

The player, wha is the school
team’s captain, said she played
foothall while in primary school,

“1 give praises to both my pri
mary and high school coaches
wihohave developed my talent in
foothall,” said Mukosh

“1 am happy to have joined a
good school, where 1 have com-
bined well in foothall and aca-
demnics. I'm among the top per
formersin my class, " she added.

“Duse 1o vy good combination
{both in class and on the feld),
my school Principal Josephine
Masimho offered me a scholar
ship, which has pushed me o
perform evenbetter. My focusis
towaork hard and perform well in
my Formn Four exmminations,

1 will also thrive to keep
playing football even after
school,” said the 1 7year old
player.
Coach Oyoo said several
coaches including Harambee
Stariets head tactidan Deavid
Ouma, Faleon FC and Thika
(ueens heads mreall eying to
land the services of Mukesh,

“This player is indemandand

several coaches ane wishing to

hanre her in thelr team, She's

tirlentiech i i & bright future

in foothall, | know spead kills
but Mukosh has the technical
speed,” said Oyoo,

day e has managed tosetaper-  Past action ina past Giro d'italia
sonal lockdown record by riding  (Tour of Haly ) cycling race.
70 kilometres ina day. [AFP] [Feutors]

Interview

Darts queen
on fame,
equality and
trailblazing

Fallon Sherrock is casting her mind back
four months, toa time when the world was a
very different place, when sporting venues
were full, and when she was briefly the talk
of Britain,

She had become the first woman tobeat a
mian at darts’ fagship workd championship
— in fact, she would do so twice — and her
phone was flashing non-stop with messages
of congratulat ions and support from around
the world.

Among them was an [nstagram post from
Sarah Jessica Parker, the “Sex and the Ciry®
actress with 62 million followers on social
mieclia, who wrote: “Making history and our
hearts stop as we watched in astonishment
aned awe, A household of fans and admirers
send their congratulations.”

That was “sbsolutely mental" Sherrock
recalled, but the biggest “wow” moment wis
when ghe was messaged by termis great Billie
Jein King.

“I mean, she is one of the higgest people
there is for women insport. To get someana
like that tweeting me, that was incredible,”
Sherrock said.

The way her career is trending, that
shouldn't be an issue.

Easify recognisable with her now-trade
mark pink top, her long and blonds hair and
far regularly sipping water between throws
o megulate an Orgoing kidney problen, Sher-
rock is standing out in the darts world,

It is helping to shatter the widely held
image of darts being a beer-fueled pub game
typically playved by out-of-shape men.

Online haters lurk — a woman las noplace
competing with men, the misogynists claim

but Sherrock is now firmly ensconced n
the men's game, even aleading rame on pro
maotional literature, fd:l{m'ing herexplodts at
London's Alexandrs Palace late last year,

Invitations have poured in for the “Quesn
af the Palace” for men's tournaments and
exhibitions around the warld,

Sherrock partnened Luca Tonl, the former
Iraly football striker, in an event inBonn, Ger-
maany, in January,

She says money is not a problem. [AP]

Fallon Sherrock, the first woman towina
game in the Darts World Champlanship. [ 15
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-ll -Icl I : I l l | Outfield players who turned into great goalkeepers in Kenya

Kenyan Premier League
players who changed

The day Ugandan striker Karim
Ndungwa saved Ingwe's blushes
between the posts.

wﬂ.n.rllud l'-hpnn:r

Many footballers at times reveal their
current playing posithon opposite tothe
roles they ocoupded when yourg,

Inmost cases, 1hepl:|wr=-drﬂtnmnut on
different pesitions 50 as to determine thedr
srremezth as they grow in the sport,

while majority end up playing in post-
thoms they started out at atenderage, some
fnd thernselves in totally different areas of
play later in life.

Some footbalers began their camsers s
out field placyers, bt ended up being goal-
keepers, ar the other way round,

That explains why in modern football,
yourll ﬁm.‘.i\fl.wxuilll-wq:-urs,wnhc—x.rul]l'l'ﬁ
} hiation skills,
anee, Manchester Chty poalkeep-
B iuMmﬂ Manchester Undted's David De

Geaa and Burnley’s Joe Hart, all
started their careers as
outfield players before
¢wenmalh' moving

info goal.
ay And ju.-il.' like

poalkeeper Boniface
Dluoch. | Stafford Ondego,

throughiout his career was signed as a goal
keeper, but often played as a striker, in
Ketiva, there ane anumber of plaers who've
either switched from the posts to thie out-
field position and vice versa.

Wi Moo
Wil

AFC Leopards fans will forever remem-
ber Karim Ndungwa not for his goals but for
saving them blushes when it mattered
maost,

The Ugandan, a natural striker, made
headlines on June 9 with heroie perfor-
mances when he made a series of saves to
inspbre 10-man AFC Leopards toa 1-0 vie-
tory over Sofapaka in a Kenyan Premier
League match at Nyayo National Stadium,

“It wess not about me, but all those play-
ers wha showed up for the mateh, I'm glad
wewon,” Ndungwa said then.

A section of Ingwe players led by the
goalkeeping trio of Wyeliffe Kasaya, Joel
Baturo and Al Kesi made good their threat
to boyeott the match over unpaid salaries
and bonoses, foreing Ndungwa to wear a
different jersey and don gloves.

Though in an unfamiliar territory
between the posts, the Ugandan put up a
birave face as e halped his skie secure max-
imimn poirits, Ndumgwa later ditched Leop-
ards for Rwandese side AS Kigali

abas Therma | w

Thfnnnu-A}‘CIzupar&-, Safapimmd
Vihiga United goalkeeper started out as an
offensive player at Olympic Academy
(Kakamega), but switched to goalkeeping
roles.

He shone at Sheywe High and Mumias
Muslim where his goalkeeping skills
were homed by then coach Nick
Yakhama. He later joined AFC
Leopards in 2008-on com-
plethon of his Form Four

CXaminations.

After a four

vear spellin
the

Harambee Stars

Stardad}
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den, Tiemn switchsd
glance to Sofapaka
tinued standing betwee
posts until late 2004 whi
returned to the offersive

He later joined Ushur
the secomd half of the 2016
som before moving to Vi
United.

The legendary Mike Okoth
started out as a goalkeeper at
TteroSecondiry School in Kisil,
whene he helped his zchool dinch
the national football title in 1987,
By then, he was playing for Sha-
bana, but kn 1988, he picked up the
scorer's boots. He joined Tusker
{then Kenya Breweries) a year later.

In 18452, he moved to Omani club
Boshar and three months later
switched to KM Qostende in Belgium.
His most successful season was in 1998-
20, when his club Racing Genk won the
Belgian Pro League. In 2006, at the sge of
38, he was still active in football, although
in alow-division league, Hescored 18 goals
in 54 appearances for Harambes Stars.

(V]
aby

Hetslhuon]y phra'tuhm'n played for
the national team both as a striker and o
goalkeeper. He started off as ashot-stopper
in 2001 with the defunct Mumiss Sugar
then switched to a striker for one season
before going back to the posts.

But in 2008 while at Ulinzi Stars, he agnin
moved from being a gpoalkeeper to astriker
albeit fora year following his exploits inthe
miilitary inder-brigade games, e came off
the benich 1o score a consolation goal inhis
et as Ulireh striker in their 2-1 loss o
Nairoka City Stars before hitting a hat-trick
against Tusker (3-2) in the second match,

Ochieng’ finished as the second marmer-
up in the gotden boot awand chase with 11
goals, He made his makden appearance as
Harambee Stars striker in a friendly
match against Egypt in 2008,
Ivefore sustaining an injury
that kept him out

34 :'_.'_r'd“',:, il Ak |

iGN




SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2020 The Standard

for bong,

Upon his return from injury in 2010,
Ochieng went back between the posts
andl inspired the soldiers to Kenyan Pre-
mier League triumph with his explofts
eaming him the best goalkeeper in the
Foya awards. He was also called to the
national team for the Nile Basin Tourna-
ment in Egvpr.

As g goalkes per, many will remember
him for scoring & free-kick from his half
tosecure a |-1 draw against Thika United
on March30, 2014

Booiface Ol Jar Malda
The Gar i goadkeeper is always at
et playing withhis feet.

Hespent most of his years as an offen-
sive playerat Joseph Apudo High School
and then Radtways FC inthe early 20007,
But eoming from a foothalling family
that boasts four goalkeepers, the
A3-year-old Kenyan international was
convinoed by his late brother George
Odhinmbo (a former Gor Mahia goal-
keeper) o wear the gloves.

“It started as a joke. There was a time
my locald team had less players and they
asked me to play in the midfield before
my late brother began to traln me as a
goalkeeper. Fut 1'm giad my background
as an outfield player shaped my goal-
keeping career. I'm never afrald to do
something with the hall,” Oluoch told
Standand Sports,

He joinad Black Mamba in 2004 and
later moved to KCE forone season before
crossing the borders to sign a two-year
deal with APR of Rwanda. He was lured
by Tusker and returned to the KPL in
2008, but after a ste-year stint with the
10+time KPLchampions, Oluoch switched
hisallegzianee to Gor Mahia (2015) where
T hos wion thres league tithes. Oecasion-
ally, Oluoch plays as a striker in inter-
Estate IUrnanents

Oy wis ncomimanding goalkesper
with great feet, The former Kenya one
and Ulinz Stars custodian started his
foothalling life as a Aamboyant winger
but moved between the sticks after he
wits persuaded by his junbor teammates
during a friendy match.

“Tean tell you for free, Onyiso was a
deadly midfielder. One day when we lad
gome fora friendly match at the harmcks,
wedidn't have a goalkeeper so we asked
Teim to try and he turmed out 1o be eoeel-
lent,” Bomiface Ambani, a former inter-
naticnal told The Standard Sports.

avis Ooivo { Ml 41 St @

The younger sibding to Kenyan inter-
national Peter Pinchez' Opiyo, who
jolned Nairobi City Stars last vear, played
asamidfielder at Islamic Youth Academy
(later named Pullchester) in his early
career.

He took over the goalkeeping role
when their regular keeper failed to show
tp for & tournament,

“1 started foothall & a midfielder at
Islamic Youth Academy (later named
Fullchester), One day our goalkeeper
dhid’t turnup for atoumament and my
coach Beto asked; “Who can play s keep-
er?”, Opivo told the club’s website, *1
ean,” 1 said, And | found it sointeresting.
And that's how | transformed from an
up-field player to a gralkeeper.”

1))

From hisball handling skills, few could
deny that Onyvango was an outfield play-
er. He played as aleft back in his early
career before convirting nto o goalkeen-
er. Howent on io become oneof the best
goalkeepers ofhis generation, nepresent-
ing the national team Harambes Starsin

different international matches.

¥ S

The former Kemynn international was
an excellent shot-stopper at Sony Sugay
and defunct Mumias Sugar but played as
astrikerat different times,

Meamwhile, Manchester United execu-
tive vice-chairman Ed Woodward has
s talk of mega-money foothall trans-
fer moves “ignome the realities that face
the sport™ because of the coronavins
outhreak,

United have been linked with a £200
milliom (Shi#l hilBon) bid to ure England
captain Harry Kane away from Totten
ham Hotspur.

But Woodward's comments suggest
any such deal is unlikely in the current
climata,

It is six weeks since the Premier
Lemgue suspendid all matches and, with
o certainty as to when or if the season
can resume, club finances are under
strain atall levels,

United, one of world foothall’s com-
meercial powerhouses, arebetteroff than
maost, however, with Woodward telling a
fans® forum Iate Friday the cub were
determined to play their part in aiding
those affected by the virus.

Some of the prominent
goalkeepers who could
play other positions

W David De Gea | Manc hester
United

W Jose Manue| Pinto | Barcelona )
Mid fhelder

B Ederson [Manchester City)-
Defender

= Michel Vorm [ Tottenham
Hotspur |Winger

“We have always believed that our
commercial model ghves us greater
resilienee thin most clubs and we an:
grateful for the enduring support of our
commercial partners in helping us
achieve that." he said.

“However, nobody should be under
any illusians about the scale of chal
lenge focing everyone in football and it
may nok be ‘business as wsual’ for any
clubs, including ourselves, in the trans
fior market this summer.”

Woodward added: "On this basis, 1
cannot help feeling that speculation
armiand tranafers of individual plavers
for hundreds of milBons of pounds this
sunmmer seems to ignore the realities
that face the sport.”

Looking ahead, Woodward said he
hoped “a season which still held so
much promise for us in the Premier
League, the Furopa League and the FA
Cup when it was suspended™ could
TEsume.

“Andwhile it mayvbe that games need
to be played behind closed doors inthe
shorter term, weall recognise that foot-
Ball will not be fully beck to normal until
supporters are onoe again in attend-
ance,”

United have not teken advantage of
the Eritish government's coronavirus
job reduction scheme, which sees tax
payers” money used to contribute to a
portion of employess’ wages, with
Woodward stressing chub staff were still
Taing paid “in full”,

Nevertheless he warned even United
could not escape the economic impact
o the virs,

“0f course, everyone is grappling
with the economic realities of the pan-

Sports 39

demic and we ane no different, 20 the
bonger the erisis continues the greater
the impact will be for every club, inchid-
ng ourselves.”

At the same time, Premier Leagne
striggglers Norwich City have defended
their decision to use the British govern-

ment's furlouith scheme for 200 non- AFC|

playing staff after the season was sus-  striker

pended due to the coronavirus pandem: Neungwa whenhe

ke switched to bea
Withwast swathes of British industry goalkeaper. (Fi]

shut dowm becase of the coronavirus,
the UK government launched a scheme
that sees B0 percent of wages up to a
maximum of £2,500 (53,0000 5 manth ‘
puaranteed during the sconomic crisis
raused by the pandemic,

Norwich, who were bottom when the
campaign was suspended, and Newcas-
tle are the only Premier League clubs
currently using the job retention
sehirme,

Bournemouth, Liverpool and
Tottenham Hotspur per
formed U-turns due to
a vocal backlash
after  initially
announcing they
too would take
mdvantage of the
scheme,

MNorwich say
the suspen-
sion of foot
ball will cost
th & m
between £18
million and
£35 million.

*“T he
decision we
made was
in the best
imtarests of
the club
and its
staff,”
chief opser-
ating offic
er Ben
Kenselltok
BEC Radio
Norfolk.

“We've been
WEry franspar
ent that we're run
in a self-financed
MMANTET

“We generate a
turmnover of £123m -
£93m of that is broadcast,
afd weve spent E125m this year -
and that's how we run the club, z

“Ultimately, if we had the availa-
e cashflow to not have to take up
schemes then, like other football 2
clubs have, we would.” ‘

The Canaries hope to make £2.5
million of savings and have agreed
with British tax suthorities to delay
€18 million of repayments. A

Norwich plavers hove not fol-
bowid thee ladd of fellow profes-
siomals at Watford, Sheffield
United, Southampton or West
Ham in agreeing to wage |
deferrals or taking a pay cut
a5 most of the Arsenal squad
have agreed to,

However, the players, head
coach Daniel Farke, the execu
tive committee and directors
have donated more than
£200,000 towards local initia-
tives.

Kensell said furloughing staff
now could hopefully prevent the
minch more truratic step of mak-
ing people redundant once some
Form of normality refurms,

[Additional reporting by AFP]




PLAYERS WHO CHANGED PLA

I< i Andre’s father thought his son might have to take a break from football

w0 1 wasn't

Behind those magical prety
displays for Barca Andres VETy W
suffered iliness in solitude. Iniesta’s depression is deseribed by
those closest to him, including his

ther Maria Iuhln.l wl father Jose

r ioed he wasn T well one
o ke night when we were sleeping down
stairs and he came down and s

I sleep here with you?
‘hien the world came

low, elearly beca

Andres Iniesta has described his
striggle with depress il pllay
ing for Barcelona, which his mother
says was 4 "bottomless pit” that
casad hay 2 p-old son to ask to
sleep with his parents.

Iniesta recalls his expedence with
the illness ina Rakuten TV documen

i\ I estia - The Unexpected

not wr'l'. |L1:]'.I:
‘Tdon't know, | don't feel we

his move to Japanese
side Vissel Kobe in 2008 e 1
After winning the Champions “Qur 25 year-old son
coming down at
and wanting to sl
his parents means he can't

o death of h L
he Esparnyol defender who

1 1I.t]mr1 attack, be well. He said, 'I'm not
mproving, you dom’t e [1‘:‘1.';5' ‘What's
wrong?' ‘I don't know, I

t‘t"]-.ﬂ.,-d Vou'Te nok yourse E
i don't feel wall.""

£ % Maria, Iniesta’s mother

Indestas sabd.
On Jarque’s death, Injes

something powerful that
knocked me down
again and 1
was

g “The days pass and you
A realise you're not
\ p*'c-ulnr‘ you don't
y, feel good, you're
not yourself,
Everything
b clouds over and
&% goes dark,”

\ niesta sald
i

Iniesta’s
father
admitted
| he thought
| his ‘som
A might
have o
| take a
break
from foot
ball. “At
one stage |
thought he would have to stop
because the miost imyg
thing was him,” said Jose
Antonio,

Iniesta reveals moving
battle with depression

Barcelona's Andres Inlesta consoles
Lionel Messi. [F=]

Indesta began having sessions with
psychologist Inma Pk, who sabd the
Spaniard® recovery owed much to

dinin, “They have to know we are
there for them:
“Guardiols
that bottom
Inlesta’s mother Maria
Iriesta came through Barcelonn's
La Masia academy and went on towin
nine La Liga titles and four Chanmpi
& with the club,
ed the World Cup with
10, after scoring the win
inst the Netherlands in

ning goal ;
tha final
Despite receiving a hero's farewell
from Barca, fniesta hinted his rela-
tiomshig w".rh*.hn’hc.mi influenced his
o

: Tr's Hke
in redationships i you
don’t |1|~.¢'|m thimgs at the right time

there comes o time when ther
way back,”
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Football

Ajax agree
with decision
not award
themtitle

said the rLuh % gulnm-

der Sar asthe seasonin the
J'rltuul.'- was formally brought to o premature
elose by the COVID-12 pandembe.

Al were top of the standings with nine
matches left to play when the season was
suspended last month,

¢ former Fun)(:-'
1

owever, cormpete in the Cham
o season, faking up one of
this two pl aces for the Duteh in the competi-
A7 Alkrnaar, who had eaugh
¢ weeks before the suspension of the

league and were only behind them on goal
difference, will start in the preliminary
rokinis,

The KNVE, after & meeting on Friday of [ts

38 dubs, decided that Feyenoord Rottemdam,
r Tt

xt three in th

participate in the
thisy were follow

opa League, saying
TFA guidelines essed

earlier this week,

But sixth placed Utrecht, three ks
behind Willem I but with a game in hand
and also still to play the Dutch Cup final

against Fevenoord, sald they would not
aceept the decision.

Alengthy statement on its website (fow
trecht.nl) sabd it would seek judicial relief

aml alsotakeitscase to Uefa.
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Ranger who
walked 100km
toaPhD

How far would you go for an education or your
dream? For Tuga Jirmo, at the time barely
nine, the answerisal journey full of danger,
hunger and determ on; today he's a top
conservationist. P 85-9
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How to grow yourself
during this time
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HEALTH WATCH
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immunitycouldbe
~ steeped inmyth
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£ UPFRONT

WHY YOU SHOULD
USE PAPER TOWELS,
AVOID HAND DRYERS

aper towels are better than handdryers at

removing vinises suchas cornavirus new

research shows. Scientists from the Unihversity
of Lesds sayhand dryingisimpaortant to mirimise the
spread of dar gerous microbes including the novel
Comnavirus

For people who have not washed thaér hands
properly, using paper towels is substantially more
effectivethan handdryers atremoving the garms on
their hands. Scientists say hand drying isimportant to
minimise the spread of dangerous microbes including
thanovel coronavirus

Failure toremaove them increases transfer toother
surfaces and opportunities forit to spread and
ba passed onto other people. Thenaw UK study
invastigated whethar the wiay you dry your handsin a
public toilet made a difference tovires transmission in
ahospital anvirenment.

Drines Moura, from the Liniversity of Leeds. said: “We
bl that our results areralévant to the control ofthe
novel commavinus that is spreading at pace worldwide
“Faper towels should be the preferred wayto dry
hands after washing and so reduce the risk of virus
contamination and spread”

Researchers alsonoted theirfindings have particular
importance since there has been a gereral migration
from use of paper towels to hand dryers in mary
settings and areas of the world

Inthiis rasearch, fourvoluntesrs simulated
contamination of theirhands or govedhands using a
bacteriophages which i avirus that infects bactena and
Is harmiless tohumans Theirbands were not washed
aftar contamination to simulate poorly of inadequataly
washed hands.

Handswere dried using either paper towels ora hand
dryer and each volunteer wore anapron tomeasure the
level of comtamination to the body and clothes while
Franddrying They dried their hands in ahospital public
tollet and after leaving. samples were collected from
public and ward areas

Scientists tested surface sites after contactwith
their hands or apron, Including doors, stalrs, handrails,
lifr buttons, phonas, intercom buttons and chairs in
public andward areas

Findings revealed both hand dryers and papar
towed methods statistically sgnificantly reducad virus
contamination of hands

Butfor tenout of Tl surfaces, significantlymore
emdronmental contamination was detected after
usingahanddryer compared with paper towals.
Allsurfaces tested following theuse ofhand dryers
showed phage contamination, a type ofvirus,
comparned with only six surfaces after paper towel use

Surface contamination

Theaverage surface cantamination follewing hand
contact was morethanten times higher after drying
hands with a hand dryer than with paper towels and
wviral dispersal to the apron and clothing was five times
higher

Inthe experiment volunteers weraalso asked to
foldtheir arms across their chest while using the apron
before resting on the arms of a chair. Results showed
transfar fromtha apronto armechairs was detactad anly
aftar using the hand drver

This suggests microbes cannot only be transfered
toemvironmantal surfaces directly from hands that
remaln contaminated after hand drying but also
indirectly from from a person s body that has fself
been contaminated during hand drying.

Findings were publishedin an abstracts book by
the Europsan Congress on Clinical Microbiclogy and
Infactious [iseases (ECCMID]).

Theresearch was due to be presented at the
ECCMIDin Paris which wascancellad due to
comnavirus. [Mirm ]
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_ yourself while
- indoors -

L
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O LIFE with Jacqueline Mahugu

ecause of the coronavirus

andemic - that has

rovght with it quarantine,

isolation and social distancing, you

might have found yourself with mone

time on your hands. So, which ways

can you use that time to grow asa
person?

Leam vertical farming

As markets largely stay closed, you
muy be fretting over whene fo get
fresh vegetables. Having a garden
outside would be great, but that ks not
an optbon for most urban dwellers.

However, you can easily turm your
baleony into a garden and grow your
own vegetahles. You do not need
much space to grow a lot of crops
there, as you can do vertical farming.

This is done by making tower gar:

How to

row

dens, where the holes
for the crops are
dirilled on both sides
of pipes lined hori-
zontally, and then

placed upright
instead of horizon-
tally.

There are compa-
nies that ean install
them for you You can
also use old plastic bot
tles to grow plants.

Practise meditation and
milndfulness

Mexditation s agreat tool touse
during this time, where amxdsty
abounds. 1t can calm you down, help
you learn to focus and give you mental
clarity. You can also practise mindful-

ness,

A 5 defined by
mindful.arg, mindfulness is the basic
human ability to be fully present, aware
of where we are and what we're doing,
and not overly reactive or overwhelmed
by what's going on around us. The warld
has been so fast-paced that you may
have ot even noticed this ahility sip-
ping awary from vou, but now is a good
time to refine it

Most top CBEOs and high performens
alsotout meditation as one of the things
that helped them get and stay where
they are,

There are numerms resources and
apps online to helpyou meditate and be
mindful Mindfulorg is a great ploce to
start one simple type of meditation
knowm as mindfulness meditation.

Read
This is another one of those beneficial

i

activities that topbusi-
ness leaders say they
d, and regular peopla
rarely do,
Bill Gates, for
instance, reads 50
books a year, which
translates to about
hook a week. The late
safaricom CEQ Bob
Collymore would also
read three to four books
in & month. The average
persan reads 12 books a

F.
1f you no lorgger have o com-
muite to work, you can éasily turn
part of the time you used to go to
‘weork intio reading time. Start by reading
books on subjects you are interested in
to build inferest in reading.

Reading will improve your way of
thinking, sxpand your knowledge and
take you places you cannot go physi-

THERE ISHARDLY
ASKILLFORWHICH
YOUCANNOTFIND
TUTORIALSON
YOUTUBE.YOQUCAN
ALSOTAKE ONLINE
COURSES ANDGET
CERTIFICATION.

cally. As Mark Twain said: “The man
who does not read has no advantage
ey the man who cannot read,”

Loarn askill

The options here are endless - you
can Jearn how to play an instrament,
loarn a new language, learn to cook dif-
ferent recipes, upgride the skills in vour
profession, learn Iisiness and entrpre-
neurshp skills and s0 much more,

The resources are equally endless.
There is hardlya skill for which you can-
not find tutorials on Youtube,

Yo can also take online courses and
et certification.

Some of the options are: Coursera,
Mirrosoft Office Training Centre, Goog
le analytics, Edx (ereated by Harvard
aned MIT universities), Udemy and
Brainbench,

Make maney online

Turn your existing skills into profit
online, (ne of the best sites to get free-
lanee work is Upwork.

The site connects professionals and
agencies to businesses seeking special
imid talent.

The kinds of skills people are looking
for include writing, software develop-
ment, design, data science, animation,
transcription and numerous more,
Chances are that a <kill you hive is
required by someone.

There are also other sites that do the
same thing, some for specific skill sets.
twritercom, for instance is for writers
anky. Other ways to make money online
include writing an ebook, starting a
bilog, dightal marketing amd copy writ-
1L
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£ MONEY MATTERS with Pauline Muindi

Take time to spring clean
your finances

Review your budget I Review health and life
i peciall i insura.nce mucies

ey on and evaluate
Iy miwlw 3 unt or credit
k 0 atements to catch and dite
such subscriptions,

iy up your financial ‘hous:

Clean upwurpapelwotk
I bl

I'Ih.‘l1l\W1||11[I[ |:ul|rrn the othe:
sew which imves
Audit your state- It
ments
ook it il yomir smomith -
ements and

i

Plan retirement con-

slgmifica tributions
Th

aver th

fimanci
You can

L L 1t|1- raf.
information it i gimply
and bencing to froud y thy switch to

1 U T & fime,  bankoffer-

MANY PEOPLE STORE
ALOTOF"IMPORTANT
FINANCIALPAPERS”
WHICH THEY NEVER
EVENTAKEALOOKAT
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CLOVEDOCTOR with Chris Hart

Power struggles are
tearing up our marriage

o

Hi Chris,

My wife and | disagree a lot, even over the
smallest things. And to be honest, | tend to
give inmost of thetime, even over important
issues like sex and parenting, just for a quiet
lifie. 'We also bicker endlessly over smaller
issuestool Like I'm neat and she'smessy, 'm
a saver, and she's a spender. | could go on.
Somehow it seems like my wife always needs
toget her own way, and so when | don't ghae in
there's a power struggle that can last for sim-
plyages, and that really gets me down, One of
my friends told me that disagreement is nor-
malin amarriage, but our marrage seems way
different fromnormal |s there anything | can

do ta make things better?
Constantly Giving in
Hi Constanthy Giving In,
It sounds like o redathonship has con ‘Inl
il ly every couple

u ur frien:
about 1|‘$.‘l|‘1'|r"r‘lr‘| being normal in marriage

Arguments ally arise from basic per-
somality differences, and are pretty much

s right

Because they can wreck evien the closest of
relationships.

mfrhatlr 20
sided that n\

y during

Ih\.' Im'.le, for control
strugeies never get resolved, the mu-ﬂr\mu
ally becomes hostile and disengaped from
one another, Soms st
urthappyand frostrated, b
Tt ways,

Comfliet problems start whe never a spouse
has difficulty giving up some control totheir
ur (Im.l like standiing up for them

o5 | o that usu ﬂJ\'nl'Ii',_'l ate in
d.hll\lltwl and are gencerally something we

nost eventually

't understand oo wi

e

about ourselves,
kit everyone can leam to me them.
50 vou nieed to learn h stand up for

your needs, while your wife needs to leam to
Tt you have your way more of Both are
well worth doing. Spouses who listen to their
partner's opinions eng

ng more of
you became

your
far more secure
alsoimporiant torealis
ferences can't be resolved. For eample, your
it s and tdiness sy
nil preferences that rarely ever

both be a lot happier if you to
oopewithissues where you just can't

=%
All the best,
Chirls

What to do to
find balance _
between family
and career

Hi Chris,

My hurshand and | both work, and have done for years.
W both love our jobs, bet now that our children ane grow-
ing, we're finding that striking anything ke a reasonahle
balance bitween our family fife and our work can be very
hard Impassibie in fact, what with the ncreasing demands.
that the children's social [ife are adding o our already hec-
tic schedube. Why is it so difficult to find enough hours in
the day? 15 it even possible?

Unbatanced

Hi Unbalanced
You'me not ala
balance issue

Maost coupdes struggie with work-Li
Because how you manage your time
g you dod your ineome, your career and
S0 there are no easy solutions.

ATe -.me,.,m:iluhx Like discussing
thing together!
|east ome of you wo rl\llu, o

workhome, and prepeire for fa ncies by train

XY €
ing subordinates o cover thelr rL‘-.pull-.lhlll"rﬂ- whan
needed.

also protect their Family time. They know which
e the most important, and refuse anything
Interfere with the essentals. Because as your
1 nml yokirself 5m:;..g|u\x\\.|rhru a1~

that w,

children grow

increasing and confi

visiting rm'nn:l.i,'ﬂ:‘\r‘
A

3, 1.|]LJ| they won't happen. Plan time for
wour mdividual interests of course, but put yvour relatbon-
ship before everything else. And indude time aloneas a
couple in your schedule,

The secrét is keeping everyone in the loop Havwe & rou
tine for how yvou'll spend each week, and set aside a few
mimutes eve eriing to talk throwgh what you want to
following day.
oSS how you'll share the load between vou Agree
| youi each do the jobs that
woui, and completely let
3 : g O
tima t\'l'ﬂ|\|ﬁlf|r‘lt\l1[, research sug
ammily efits from sharing
together, both b:]n;,

5ts that a successful £
the chores equall
invalved in child ¢

igh ]n'inz'i'n.
All the best,
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We all have a part to play for a better
tomorrow. Let our love overcome the Corona
Virus Crisis and make tomorrow a better place.

We are reaching out to communities facing
challenges of sanitation, health and nutrition
and calling on caring organizations and
individuals to donate masks and other
protective gear, soap, sanitizers, water tanks,
dry food and various critical supplies.

For more information on how you can
be a part of this initiative, contact us on

SIS/ 40616 or send an email to
standwithkenya@standardmedia.co.ke
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Borninto a
nomadic family,
Dr Tuga Jirmo
ran away from
home, braving
wild animals to
get an education,
today he takes
care of the
beasts that could
have easily cut
his dream short,
writes Jeckonia
Otieno

Jirmo was borm into were less

than ideal for academic sucoess,
but that did not stop him, “Where | was
borm and brought up we had no school
and we would move around with lvestock
in search of pasture and water” begins
Jirmo whar s mew 48 and holds a doctorate
degreein conservation

At ohe point, he ran away and had to
endure a twa-day trek to schaal, and only
his passion for education and maybe,
sheer luck, sow him through, with his
Tarnily terrified that samething bad might
have happened to him. This was back
in Sololo, Moyale, where the ninth bom
livesd & normadic ife with his family,

When he was sight, his family moved
away from Solofo and settied in Gobola,
an area about 100 Klometres from their
ariginal home,

People from different places had settled
in the area and a Cathofic crganization
set up s school in the ares under a tree
and children were enralled - Jirmo was
one of them.

He says “Our parents were called and
tald about relighen, haalth and sducation,
Education strudk a chord with my dad and
e allowed onty me to go to school ”

Young Jirma developed a lat of interest
and the family stayed in the area for about
a year until the school dosed for the
December holidays. It o happened that
back in their hame, the rains had come
and the family had to relocate

A, however, kept the apening date in
mind and kept reminding my dad sven
after we had gone back o Sololo but
he seemingly did not take the matter
seriously” narrates lirmao

With a just a week to schools reapening,
Jiemao kept pestering his father until the
day that schools reopened, but the dad
never toak it serioudy Realising that
his father would never take him back to
school, Jirma hatched a plan,

He recounts: “We would be left 1o look
after the calves when the older children
togk the cattle to graze | took this
opportunity to escape from home and go
back to schoal ”

Without sharing his plan, Jirma woke
up like other children and as usual took
this calves ot But an this day, be earded

T he conditions inta which Dr Tuga

BEING A

CHILD, JIRMO
HADUNDER-
ESTIMATED
THEDISTANCE
BETWEENHIS
HOMEANDTHE
SCHOOLAND
THOUGHT HE
WOULD JuUsT
RUN AND GET
THERE

his books. as well, He keft the childmen in
the field and started the long walk back
to school,

“l instructed the other children that
they should ke the calves back before

darkness set in and set off on my journey

in the quest for education,” says Srma.

Being a child, fma had
underestimated the distance befween
his home and the school and thought
he would just run and get there. He,
however, an and walked but had not
mached the school by the time the sun
was setting.

Her says: “When darkness fell, | climbed
an acacia tree and spent the night, All |
could hear were hyenas and other wild
animaks howling in the darkness.”

The following marning  Jiemo
continued with his journey, which took
him the whole day that by the time he
arrhved in Goloke it was evening. He was
echausted from the teo-day trek with
nothing to eat,

Hrmo's teacher Gulicha Guyo was
shiocked 1o see a famished boy, whose
home he knew was over 100km away,
arrive just before school day ended "M
Guye took me to his house, gave me two
cups of milk which | gulped in quick
successhon as | was standng before |
went to class 1 join other children”™
adds Jirmd,

But there was a hicoup, the school day
ended and the boy had no place to spend
the right 1o the teacher took him to the
village where his sub-clan was traced
and Jirma was placed under foster care

In one of the families

After  theee  days, lirmo's  older
siblings arrived in Golole with linte
hope of finding him they had lost
hope thinking that he had been kiled
somewhene slong the way, The decision
to trace hirm back o school was made
after they falled to find his books on
the day he disappeared. He says: "My
elder brothers' plan was to take me
back horme but | refused and | remained
in school, Catholic Relief Services
Initiated a project and | lved with one
of the missionares until the project
ended by the time | was completing
Class Three”

When he went back home, Kemo
was enmolled at Solalo Primary School
In Class Four and he boarded at the
school, In 1987 he completed primary
education and joined Marsabit Boys
Secondary School where he sat or KCSE
exams in 15991,

“1 wis employed wa Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS mnger in 1992 and
trained at Manyani for ning months,
after which | was posted to different
amas as part of the anti-poaching
squad,” Jirmo says.

Jirmo  was. chosen for  mid-level
caresr tralning due 1o his performance
and went to Tanzania College of African
Wildlife Management in Maoshi. On
coming back, he was worked In Malindi
Marine Park, Meru National Park and
Sambaaru,

“In 20010, | went back to Tahzania
for advanced diploma in  wildlife
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Fresm esxtremis
ket Dr Tuga
lirmnao in 20016,
then Memn
National Park
Senior Game
Warden; lirmo
at Lewa Wildlife
Conservancy
wvhane b s the
chief opemting
officer and
(b} in 2016
with residents
of Kinna, Isiolo
[Filej

management after which | was given
a study leave to purssue a bachelor in
wildlife management at Mol University
and as posted to Ambozell National
Park as deputy senior warden in 2006
He narrates,

When the senior warden retired
Hirrney took over but was transferred
1o Tsavo East National Park in- 2008
a5 deputy senior wanden and then to
Masal Mara as a sendor wanden,

In 2009, at the helght of Mau Forest
restoration project, lirmo wans picked to
head the rrulti-sectoral team 1o secure
the forest in which Hlegal activities
within the forest wers stopped in six
monthi He adds: “The same year, | was
propasad for a scholarship to study for
a masters (degree) but due to the work
in Mau, | coud not be grarted leave
I had to ferego the opportunity but
enrolled at the Unbversity of Maimobi in
Hn”

Jiemo went back the Mau afer
completing his masters but landed
a scholaship again to study for a
PhD a1 the Leiden University In The
Matherlands. He studied conservation
hiokogy and did his project in Ambaosell
focusing on human-wildiife conflic.

In 2014 Jirma became the first
uniformed KWS officer to eam a
doctomate in conservation, He was
posted to Mens Mational Park as the
S2nioF warden

The father of three daughters and one
son is now the chiel operating officer at
the Lewa Wildlife Canservancy,
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£ LIFE

Five lessons to live by

Great men and women have a set of rules they live by or have
followed to get where they are, we look at words of wisdom
from five greats from different career paths

Adele: Apmedatethosa around you

British songbird Adele awed
the waorld of music when she
won the Album of the Year at
the 589th Grammy Awards in
2017 In her speech, instead as
s customary thanking her
amily, she shone the
light on amother artiste,
Beyonce, “But | can’t possibly
\.TL‘T.II‘ll'II'uW . And I'mvery

my I|.E‘ is l‘. And this
album to me, the “Lemonade”
album, & just so mommental
Bevoncd, it 40 momimental
And soowell thought out, and 50

beautiful and soul-baring and
wee all got 1o see another side to
youl that youdon't always let us
see And we appreciate that,
And all us artists here adore
o, Youare our lght.”
At the same time, Adele

acknowledgedher stroggles as
amum: “And inmy pregnancy
and thmugh beroming a moth
or r'm[ alot of myself, And 've

hard But tonjght wiming this
kindof f Full-circle, and like
a it of me has come back to
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Denzel Washington:
Make a difference

“We all have that unique gift, to touch peo-
ple, to affect people. Understand that gift”
d Denzel Washington s
of the most humble men in
his status, Hehas touched
. This became even mone
was known that the Black

wwvﬂswmeetlin.sulwwlmn said
Boseman. But this was not by chance, as the
actorbelievesin making a difference, however
small around us. He says that we all can
change each other's Bves in some way or the
other,

Kobe Bryarrt
Sacrifice, don’t
compromise
Earller this yearwhean an helicopter crash
clamimed the life of the basketball great, his
davghter and seven others, tributes about the icon
fiowed from all over the worid. He touched the lives of
y and influenced the world of sport and business in
a big way. His drive was ssen on and off the court. In
ews and speeches during his ifetime, Bryant
ys empohasisad the need to focus if you hoped to
a your dreams, but also not seel your soul while at
It. “Be willing to sacrifice anything, but compromise
nothing inyour quest to be your best™ *if you want to
ba great at somathing, there's a choice you haveto
miake, What | mean by that s, there are inherant
sacrifices that come along with that. Family
time, hanging out with friends, being a great
friend, being a great son, nephew,
whatever the case may be.”

Richard Branson: Follow your dreams

e Richard Branson has always talke about fol-
bowing his d 15, right into the world's richest list, He says this
S0f ||L‘H||w that he learnt from his father: *Dad didn't get 1o

dream to be an archasotog st he followed in the foot
a High Court judge. Dad struggled in his ca
instead e could hay
sure | learned from | 1M
free rebn to find ny own w ot iy dreams. Even when
I messed up, which | have dore many times throughout my life, he
always stood by me; knowing that by showing me unconditional
Fowe 1 woould become the man 1 was meant tobe.”

Jack Ma: Learn how to fail

The Alibaba Group business magnate says people fall
becauise they give up. he has talked variously about ho
much he has falled in his ife, but that didi not stop him
from pursulng his goal 1 failed a key primary school test
two times, | falled the middie school test three times;, |
fafled the college entrance exarm two times.] was nejected
for all the 30 jobs | applied for after college, was relected

by Harvard University 10 times and even KFC rejected
me” He says there were 24 applicants for the KFC job
when the fastfood chain went to China, 23 were tahen and
he'was the only one whodidnot get in. “It really stung. but
I dick't give up at any point. i you don't give up, you stil
haveachance™



£ HEALTHWATCH with Zaria Gorvett

‘ ‘Smn;&h Influenza - what it is and how it

ould be treated,” read the reassurngly

n advert for Vick's

VapoRubyback in 008, The text beneath incheded miggets

afwisdom suchas “stay quist * and “take a lacative™, Oh,
and to apply their ointment liberally, of course,

The 1618 thi pandemic was the most lethal in recorded
history, infecting up to 500 rillion people (4 quarter of
the world's population at the thme and killing tens of
millions worl dwide. But with crisis comes opportunity,
and the - sometimes fitéral - snake oil salesmen were
out in force,

Fast-forward to 2020, and not much has changed.
Though the Covid-19 pandemic is separated from the
Spanish flu by over a century of scientific discoveries,
there are still plenty of questionable medicingd concoc
tioms and folk remedies fioating aroumd.

This time, the theme is “boosting™ the immine sys-
termn, OF the mamours currently circalating on social
media, one of the more bizarre is the idea that you can
rise your white biood cell count by masnirhating more,
And as always, nutnitional advice abounds,

This time, we're being encouraged to seek out foods
rich in antioxickants ar vitamin C (hack in 1918, the pub-
lic were todd to eat mare anjens), while pseudoscientists
are pedidling trendy products such as kombucha and pro-
hiotics. According to ane source, cayenne pepper and
green tea can provide better protection against Cov-
id-19 than fsee masks - a bold and highly dubious claim,
considering that some face masks reduce your risk of
contracting respdratory vinses by a fact or of fiee.

Boosted immunity as a myth

Unfortunate e idea that pills, trendy superfoods
or wellniss habits can provide a shorteur to a healthy
e system i amyth. In fact, the concept of “Boost-
ing™ your immune system doesn't hold any scientific
meaning whatsoover,

“There are three different components to immimnit
says Akiko Iwasakl, an immunclogist at Yabe University
“There's things like skin, the airways and the muous
memhbranes that are there to begin with, and they pro
vidie a barrier to infection. But ance the virus gets past
these defences, then you have to induce the ‘nnate’
Imrne response ™ This consists of chemicak and cells
which can mpldly raise the alert and begin fighting off
any intruder.

“When that is not enougch, then we kick in the adaptive
imrmume system,” she says. Most infections will trigger
adaptive imminity eventually, But there’s another way
to get it going, and that's vaccination,

The concept of “boosting” a person’s inunune system
would, presumably, imvolve making these responses
mire active, or stronger.,

In actuality, you wouldnt want to dothis,

Take the symptoms of a cold - body aches, a fever,
Train fog, copious amounts of snot and phlegm. M 3
these problems aren't ; by cinesed by thievirs itself,
Instead, they're triggemd by your own body, on purpase
they'ne part of the innat e immunie response.

H process is exchansting, 50 you wouldn't want
to have it turned up to 11 all the time,

Making the other aspect of immunity - the adiptive
imrmune system - genemlly more active could also be
extremidy unpleasant

But lets give those il}ﬁ:l:., wou can “boost” your
immune system the benefit of the doubt and assume
they mean that certain products can improve the
immune response in auseful way - rather than Bterally
“boost” it

“The problem is that many of these claims have no
grounding in evidence,” Twasaki says. S0 what are they
based on - and 15 there anything that can help?

[f yourre healthy, forget supplements - except vitamin
0, Many mudtivitaming claim to provide “immine sup-
port” or to help “maintain haadthy immume function”,
But s BEC Future reported in 2016, vitamin supple
meents genemally don't work in already healthy people -
and some may even be harmful

Take vitamin C. The health effects of this anticoddant
T been steepid in mythology ever since the two-time
Nobel Prize winner Linus Pauling became obsessed with
its ahility to fight the common cold. However, there is
little evidence tosupport vitamin € mighty reputation
for helping us to fight off colds and other respiratory
infections.

A 2013 review by Cochrane - an organisation
renowned for its unblased research - found that in adults
“triads of high doses of vitamin C admimis tered therapeu
tically, starting after the onset of symptoms, showed no
eomsistent effect onthe duration or severity of commaon
cold sympioms”,

Are calls to boost
your immunity
steepedin myth"

APPROACHES
YOUCANTAKE
Wellness products aside, there ore some
approaches you can take to help suppart your
imnmune system. They aren't especially sexy,
and you won't see many wellness influencers
sellirg them ina bottle,

They are, however, proven to work - and
they don't require shelling out your hard-
earned cash: get enough sleep, exer-
cise, eat a balanced diet, undr.n'

not o bestressed.

The vitamin C racket

In fact, miary experts consider the vitamin C mar-
ket o bea bit of a racket, as most peaple in the devel-
opedwarld get enough from the fiets atrendy “Vita
min supplements aren’t beneficial to your immume
system unless you are deficient,” says hwasaki. Sev
eral studies have linked low vitamin D levels to i high-
er risk of resplratory infections, and more severe
symptoms when they develop. They've also
been Implicated In the development of autoimmune
disenses such as multiple sclerosis,

In fact, many immune cefls can actively recognise
vitamin D and it's thought to play an important role in
both the innate and acquired immune response
though exmctly how remains a mystery.

But crucially - and urmusually - vitamin D deficien
cies are endemic in many countries, even wealthy
ones, As of 2012, it was estimated that about a billion
people worldwide weren't getting enough. And with
mare and more people urged o stay indoors, it's ey
tosee how even less sunlight exposure could lead to
more deficiendes.

Mo, masturbation won't h.t-elp eithar

After vears of being held in suspicion, the tables
have turmed, and recent research has shown that mas
turbation come with some surprisirg bealth bene fits
In men, for ecample, iv's thought to help keep sperm
healthy and may redwoe o persons Ask of developing
PrOState cancer.

But amy claims that masturbal can improve your
Frmurity o protect you from Covid- 19 ane overblown
It's true that one snedy found that men hod higher
wihite blood cdll counts when they wene seaally
arovsed, and during orgasm. However, there is nioevi
dence that this translates into protection from infec
tons.

Thiere s one way that the practice might protect you

- by keeping away from other people.

Antioxidant pills

The question of whether anticcidants can help is
slightly more complicated. As part of the inflamma
tory response, white blood cells release toxie oxygen
compoumds, These are something
swiord. On the one hand,
wiruses and stop them fro
copies of themselves, On the other, they can damage
healthy cells, keading tocancer and age ing - and wear-
Ing ot the immune system.

T stop this from happenimg, the body relies onanti
oxidants. These help to control those unruly oxygen
compounds and keep our colls safe. And we get some
of our reserves of these compounds from our dets
Erightly colowred fruits, vegetables and <|1|qur!n¢im
contain the maost, becase antiodda
mented: they givecarmts, blueherr
kale, turmeric, and strawberries th

However, despite decades of research, not o single
placeho-controfed, peer-reviewed stody on humans
has ever shown that high doses of anticddants can
“bodst” the immne i, OF treat or privent viral
mfections in himans,

Probiotics may or may not haip

There is no evidence that any kind of probiotic can
protect you from Conad- 5, Ome 2015 review found
that probéotics - beneficial microonzanisms which
are poncentrated in foods, drinks, or pills - shgnif-
cantly redured the number of upper respiratory
tract infections and made them less severe.
alsoslightly reduced the nse of antibiotics and ledto
fower school absences,

What has bean proven to work?

Twasaki says most of these myths are relatively
mnocucs - bt the danger is that falling for them will
give you a fakse sense of security, “One thing I dowiam
against s when people foel ke they're protected. They
shouldn't feel empowered to go out there and, you
know, start having parties,” she says, Wellness prod
ucts aside, there are some approaches you can take to
help support yvour immune system. They aren't espe-
chally sexy, and you won't see many wellness influenc
ers selling them ina bottle.

They are, howewer, proven to work - and they don't
requite shelling out your hard-earned cash: get encugh
sloep, exercise, eat a balanced diet, and try not to be
stressed. [BBC]
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O CAREERS with Nancy Nzalambi

Working from home: How
to remain productive

ordinary workplace has
boen disrupted and rearranged
thanks to the Covid-19 pan-

demic. Most organisations have sant
thetr employees to work remotely, The
fact that no one saw it coming, and we
w0 do not know how long it will take o
go back to “normal”, we had to quickly
readjist.

Many managers found themselves
with the job of leading remote teams, &
first time for sorme. Ermployees had 1o
work and be product ive without direct
supervision.

Managing yourself when in quaran-
tine is not as easy as it so

A waork day without the usual face-
face human interaction, working with
wour kids around and your bed within
reach: is an its own a dau task. If
youare in leadership, your mole =3
muagnified and more complicated.

A the pandemic continues to bite,
with county isolations and more restric-
tive measures, work conditions have
been made harder by candi-
tions, uncertainty and some sense of
dislocation,

How do we adjust and adopt (o the
new wiry of getting work dane?

Re-evaluate your expectations

We usually have standardised ways of
handling duties in our places of work.
Being accustomed to 8 synchronised
routine makes the workplace “normal”,

During this time, we are better off
focusing on the results. We have been
thrown o be flexible and accomplish

our responsibilities in what seems ke
our own terms, We have to accept the
mew normal and get work done ampway.

Keepintouch

One way of buikling and sustaining
maraleat the workplace is to commumi-
cate a5 often as possible. Most employ-
oo are now working in shifts to avoid
overcrowding. Instant messaging, or
‘WhatsApp chatting can be used o get
the entire team up to speed with the
goings.on at the office. Thanks to video
conferencing and group call Apps, meet-
Ings can still hanpen and progressive

decishon making can be done.

This is also the thme for “old school™
Tolks to get accis to technology
1ools. If you're are in leadership, regu-
larly initiating conversations on com-
murication platforms can got pretty
exhausting. Assign more responsibili-
ties to your tesm members to provide
that extra boost in leadership support
toguard against emotional isolation.

Learn tointerpret emational cues

It is difficalt to imterpret tone from
text messages. You cannot rely on bady
language togauge tone and emotions of
your coworkers. Written communica-
tion needs a keen articulation tonotice
the pattern, volemeand pitch of what is
Theing put across.

If you know your coworker well
enough, you can detect thelr emations
inthelr written commurication and pro-
vide the support they need.

THISISTHE
TIMETOBRING
ONBOARD
QUT-OF-THE-
BOXIDEAS
TOIMPROVE
YOURCLIENT
SERVICE,
ADVERTISING,
PRODUCTION
ANDWAYS
YOU CAN
STILLMAKE
YOUR WORK
IMPACTFUL.

HOW MANAGERS

CANMEASURE
EMPLOYEE
PRODUCTIVITY
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Be patiort

Even with madern technology,
there are bound to be intermiptions
nnd inevitable delays in comimunica-
tion platforms, When there is just a
Faredfual af you in the office, probably
due to working in shifts, you do not
have the privilege towalk into some-
one's office to find real tme solutions,
Your emails may not get a prompt
response, but patienoe is pargmonnt
in helping businesses survive.

Mairtain transparency

Update your manager on a regular
Iasis. Share with your coworkers any
information that will be useful on the
tasks ot hand. Keeping information to
yourselfl enly creates information
e i your team and uncer-
tainty and fear.

1t should feel safe to learn, contrib-
ute, and challenge the status quo
without fear of facing punishment at
the workplace. Transparency ooim-
municates good faith and genuine
concern for your colleagues,

Stay optimistic and stay safe

O winy to maintaln confidence at
woork i tostay hopeful that the future
will be better. You will continue to
find meantng and purpose in work
when kick fear and ardety away.
Optimism sn contaglous.

Finding ways to stay psyched up
even during the constraints of quar-
antine and social distancing could
spark in you new ideas for implemen-
tation at your ploce of work.

This is the time to bring on boand
out-af the-box ideas to impmove your:
client service, advertising, prodic-
tion and wiys you can still make your
wrk impactful, Practioe sockal dis-
tancing, sanitize and consider all pre-
cautionary messures b keep you safe.




O FEATURE

How boredom pushed prisoner
to escape, climb Mt Kenya

While held ina
prisoner of war

camp in 1942, Felice
Benuzzi hatched a
plan to successfully
break out and climb
Mt Kenya, writes BBC's
Erin Craig

t was 1942 and F
was bored out of his n

in a POW camp in Bri

So, he hatched a plan that wo
become one of the purest |
tales in history. break out %
climb Mt Kenya, and break back in
again

Eonkers? Absolutely, Dangeroas?
Insanely so. Yet it became one of the
t fulfilling challenges of Beruzzi's
Boredom ks Hike : it inspires
CTRZY, 15, wonderful things,

Humans can't stand being bared.
Smdies show we'll do just ak
anything to avoid it, from compulsiv
smartphone  scrolling  right up
to giving ourselves electric shocks,

And s emotions go, boredom s
ineredibly good at parting us fromour
monéy - we'll even try to buy our way
out of the feeling with distractions
like impulse shopping
“People will pay more t
baredom than other
emotions like sadness,
as much to avoid bo

d head
C Ciences
Department at Texas AGNM versity
tn the U

owe that brought Felioe

xzl to Africa in the first place.
He mamried 5
Jowish wo ys L re Ttalys
1938 5 made such unions
illegal. They immediately left for the

colonies where the laws didn't yet

repch, In 1941, ltalian colonial Africa
fell to Bri and Stefania and their

L hter were wd in
2| was sent to British-

"
held Kenya

Goomy conditions

Conditions in Camp 354 were
dire, but they were soul-crushingly
dhull. Eachwaking moment was sh
with hundreds of gloomy, worrled
men, Prisoners had no privacy, no
agency and no way of knowing how

Ton, would last.

Tl uncertainty wis espec
hard. According to Le
prople | Y EANno
baoredon have  wery bad

consequences leading to apathy
and disengagement and possibly to
deprission.”



Benuzzt was well on the way; listless
and downhearted. Then one moming
he glimpsed a tremendous mountain
through the douds - Mt Kenya, the
second highest peak in Africa. His
heart lurchad.

“For hours afterward 1 remained
spellbound,” he loter wrote, *1 had
definitely fallen in Jove.”

Boredom is a powerful
mativator, making us reach for
something, anything, new. New ksn't
necessarily better, though, boredom
can prompt all kinds of unhealthy
behaviours, from overcating to drug

nuse,

Lench’s research suggests we tend to
choose distracthons with the opposite
emotional context to whatever bored
usin the first place,

Negatively boring simations - say

being trapped ina POW campor stuck
home during a virulent pandemic -
CAN encritrage us to seek out positive
distractions. They canalso make us go
a little over-the-top. Risky, outsized
ideas ave more appealing when we're
bored, And Benuzzi's jailbreak ascent
was very risky Indeed.

“It was a mad adventure from start
o finish,” said Rory Steele, suthor of
The Heart and the Abyss: The Life of
Felice Benuzzl

Steele first encountered Bermzzi's
story on the bookshelf of his family's
rented villa a5 an adventure-hungry
boy aged 10, Steele never got over the
elimber's audacious certainty. “He
became obsessed with the idea. He
saw that mountain and knew he had
to climbit.”

Benuzzi was an  experienced
mountaineer, but Mt Kenya
(5,199m) outstripped anything he'd
encountered in the Julian Alps
home He was undernourished and
undertrained, not to mention ill-
equipped, with no access to climbing
gear.

Then there were the dangers:
altitude  sickness;  hypothermia;
wild animals (all of Africa’s Big Five
roamed the landscape between
camp and peak); and the very real
possibility of getting shot.

Evading guards

Especially since he'd have to brave
the camp guards twice - sneaking out
of the camp and back in again,

(Mote: Escape was a non-starter;
neutral Mozambique was more than
1000km away through British and
lion-held territory. Anyway, that
wasn't the point, This was art for art's
sitke.)

Well, Benuzzi decided, he'd just
have to figure it out. After all, he had
plenty of time.

In the popular imogination, grest
adventures involve dashing out the
door to take on the world.

In fact, large-scale adventure
requines a whaole lot of groundwork.
Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay
didn’t just show up to Everest ome
bank holiday; their 1953 summit took
years of preparation and, by Hillary's
count, the combined efforts of 700
peaple.

Fortunately, from our brain's point
of view, preparing for a goal is just
as fulfilling as achleving i, perhaps
better,

“After we attain a goal, our
respanse to it fades pretty quickiy,”
said Lench, “When we are pursuing
a goal, that goal focuses our effort,
emotions and thinking in a way that
promotes positive states sometimes
called ‘How states’.”

Most of us have experienced flow
states: getting so wrapped up in a
project that we glance up to find
hours have passed. Flow states are
associated with feelings of happiness
a5 well as increased productivity and
creativity.

All this was good news for Benuzd,
as every task between him and My

HALFACENTURY
AWAY FROM

MAP APPS AND
AMAZON DELIVERY,
EVERYTHINGHADTO
BE DONETHE HARD
WAY: CRAFTING
CRAMPONS FROM
SCRAPMETALAND
MAKING CLIMBING
ROPES FROMSISAL
BEDNETS

Kenva was acreative challenge, And
he loved every fiddling logistical
problem.

His checklist would be familiar
to a modern traveller: planning the
route, getting in shape, acouiring
equipment, and  some  serious
budgeting (though in his case it was
of calaries, not cashl,

Yot hall a century sway from
map apps and Amazen delivery,
everything had to be done the hard
way: crafting ernmpons fram scrap
metal and making climbing ropes
from sisal bed nets (the same twine
used on eat seratching postsh,

Tinlabelas map

Benuzzis sketches of Mt Kenva
plus a tin can label with a picture
of the mountsin served as maps
Anything he couldn't make was
bartered for with cigarettes,

It took eight months to prepare
everything - a period of purpose and
relative happiness. But not for one
minute did it escape Benuzzi that
the whole endeavour was completely
LS.

“He became quite proud of it"
Steele laughed, But even a madman
couldn't do it alone. “He kiew
because he was an accomplished
mountaineer that he would need at
teast two people to go with him - twao
maore madmen.®

It just so happened the perfect
Buys were right there in Camp 354:
Ghuan Balletto and Enzo Barsottl
who were just oz bored as Benuzzi
was On the night of 24 January 1943,
with the ald of a skilfully copied key
and some deceptive costuming, the
three found themselves outside the

barbed wire and on their way to Mt
Kenya,

Goals are adaptable; sometimes
we et to chase them travelling
through the world and sometimes
wii have 1o contine from a desk,

After a triumphant return to the
prison camp 17 days later, Benuzzi
prolonged the escapade by writing
a hook, published in English as Ao
Pienic on Mount Kenya {And if you'ne
itehing to find out what happened up
there, it's & great read.)

Four more years woald  pass
before he was reunited with his
family in [taly, but Benuzzi's outlook
had changed for the better.

“I do not consider the five years
1 spent as a prisoner of war as
the sweetest of my life.” he wrote
with characteristic drollness, “But
1 can at least bear witness to the
difference between my mental state
in the years "before Mt Kenya' and
those years ‘after Mt Kenya', when |
was busy writing these lines.”

By Lench's eriteria, the Mt Kenya
climb was the perfect long-term
baredom fix - not because it was
epic, but because it was deeply
personal.

“It  should be something
interesting and meaningful, tied
to their personal identity,” Lench
suggests, “something they always
wanted to do and never seemed to
have time far.”

So, If you're an adventurer stuck
at home, now's the time to dream
big. Find some madimen to join you
(how about the family?). Then get
started on the groundwork that will
make that dream possible, After all,
we have plenty of time. [BEC)
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What’s Up?
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the fish withou
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A With time, with the fish stuck in her
@ teeth nouth started ilimg

This problam em
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t unpleasant whale in the world, and they
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Silent destroyers

Tenmites are social insects that Iive in colonies.

Termites look like ants, but they are more
closely related to cockroaches.

They are rich in ron, calcum, fatty and amino
acids, and protain: aking them highly
nutrtious, You can cook and eat them!

Termites never sleep. They build their
colonles 24 hours a day, every day, until they
die.

They are extremely hygienic insects. Colonies
spend a great deal oftime grooming one another
to prevent disease,

Termites use vibrations to communicate
with one another. When a soldier sensea
threat, they tap or bang theirheads against
the colony's tunnelwalls, creating vibrations
towarn the rest of the colony.

There are a lot more termites than pecple on
earth, can you believe that ? Some termite
species’ queens can lay 15 to 25 eggs per minute
and over 40.000 eggs per day.

Termite queens have
the longest lifespan of 4
any insectinthe !
world. Some may live
between 30and 50 ~
years,
reproducing
every year. /3

Each = g e

termite
coleny hasa
queenand
king termite
(orseveral),
plus workers
and soldiers.

Queenand
king termites develop wings and fiy
away and they shed them once they have found
a gaod place ta build a nest.

Termite workers and soldiers are aimost
always blind. They don't need functional
eyes since they work all their lives in dark,
damp nests. But those that fly can see.

Termites are known as “sient destrovers”
because they can chew through wood. flooring
and even wallpaper undetected. How? they have
a gut full of microorganismes that help them break

down plant fioers,
B .  Beforetheystart
. consuming
wood, they
| needtoeat
.« | poopofother

- termitesto
¥ equip thair

intestines with the bacterias.

SARAHNYANGWESO
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coverad that man wasa
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If you are 13 years and below,
subjects | normalty took write a creative story of
replied ard namied the six suky about 500 words based on

Ceeptls A the photo below. Submit it
Bacher el tomysnapshatstaryigmail,
difficult time of Co com for achance to get
published. Include your
name, age, phota, schoal,
class, ambition and hobbies.
BY PRECIOUS GLORIA iset 2 ; MRS Adda phone number,
OTERD Ty . L X :
Age: Nine
School: St Teresa's Glrls Yala
Primary School
Grade: Four
Ambition: Jourmnalist
Hobbies: Reading story
books

m because | had tor
1ing exam

0 stucdy and
a dark-skinned gen

IS8

"\ Aki hil myuaya leoni

Kalisana!"

BOOK: A Wil Hick
Tyler Kiptarus.12

Every now ar
Often, people of
defensie

ownupto &
Sam. the boy whose s
highlight the mportan
mistakes, i a keen football g
Imvites two of bis frier
Sncethe b
thera s no

cepting ane's
payer. At one time he

expansive footbal pi
sucha might kick
nelghbour's window,
Startled, Mrs Ctin the house owner rushes

oken. Onseaing

acknowlecges his mistake and begs for
forgiveness. When did you [ast emulate
Sam?

=GEORGE OLWALOD



Standard Digital

newsstand.standardmedia.co.ke A PE R

Staying indoors
doesn’t mean
living uninformed

Do not miss out on anything even on days you
cannot leave the comfort of your home. Get first
hand factual news from The Standard Digital
E-paper in a click of a button.

For just Get the Standard Digital

Ksh10 =

daily.

;\- Google play

and SUBSCRIBE NOW!!
Email: epaper@standardmedia.co.ke
Hotline: 0719012287 or 0719012211

We've got great news
il‘l the bag! oy ] Get a copy of

: y The Standard newspaper,
' : B delivered to your doorstep by simply
It's coming home to you. el g
/i or sending an email to
delivery@standardmedia.co.ke

E The
World Health Organization has confirmed that it is - Stand.ﬂrd
completely safe to touch, read and handle newspapers. 8. o e
The Standard newspaper undergoes highly automated printing T
processes and with little human contact, to emphasize on
high Sanitation Standards,during the delivery.
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How are you s dying
while at home during
this pandemic?

GEOFFREY ODHIAMBO

ARNOLDMENGE, 9

My mother gives me some
tests todo every week.

Overallsare
back and more '
- stylish than ever.
BRENDA ONONQ shares
ways you can wear your

i dungaree to look not
L onlystylishbut
k. comfortableas /|

- ) well, et _': SR T < = %= MERCY KATE,13
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Newspapers in Education -

Readers are Lenders T -
Yol -

LEARNING FROM HOME

Full Name: Age:
Name of School: County:
Teacher's Name:

Teacher's Contact:

The Newspapers-in-Education Program seeks to improve reading and retention skills in learners in schools around Kenya.
There is an old Swahill adage that says that those who pralse a child for his/her hard work, always find that he/she has done well.

Glrite @ compedction ov...

One day, our teacher came and told us that the president had closed all the schools and we would not be coming back for a while. She told us that this
was because of a new disease called Corona-virus that was making people sick all over the world,

When | got home, | had to do my school work at home, and | leamt the following about the new disease and about doing my schoel work from home.
| learnt that,

Take a clear photo of this completed composition, or scan it and send it to: akgitau@standardmedia.co.ke

Calling on all Parents v

Did you know, that for Kshs. 4,800
Standard

| yourschool of cholce can receive a total of 88 newspapers over 4 weeks ? 22 newspapars wil ba delvered to the school avery
~ Tuesday, for Mntummmmum comprehension skifls, and Improve thelr exam results.
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24 A B4 ¥ oonT 20THER ASKING By Bella Kilonzo
HIM ANYTHING. HE'S DEAF

# Beba Kionzo Produdtions, 2020
U ——

1 A round piece of metal used
as money

2 Way of life of peaple

3 Tooth of an elephant

5 White liquid food

8 Abbreviation for African
Union
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Art Attack with Agnes Mwandawiro

terial ded
e b How to Make a Frog
glgmsdgzt:mp ate Marker pen " =

S

- - F=—==—r

| « Cut out
! two oval
¥ ! shapes and
Draw :n ; S ik
the green in as shown.
paper and
cut it out.
il l' . Stick
se
respective
. Draw parts onto
frog the circle
limbs as (the frog's
shown in body).
the picture
and cut
them out.
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