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INTRODUCTION

Understanding what a suffix isand how it changes the meaning
of a word is an important skill for vocabulary enrichment. Being
able to recognize certain words as made up of roots and suffixes
almost always helps in learning the spelling and pronunciation of
such words and often helps in arriving at their meanings.

Thisbook provides avariety of exercises that will help students
to identify suffixes, learn their meanings, and gain the skill to use
these endings to make new words from roots words. Included are
a pre/post test and answer key.

Suffixes is an effective teaching tool for many ages and
ability levels. Itis suitable for use in grades 3-8. Readability is on the

3rd-4th-grade level.
CONTENTS

Using =y and -1y 1
Adding —less and —able 2
Choosing —er, -ar, -or, or —ist 3
Writing words with —ness or —ful 4
Changing words with —ible or -ment 5
Identifying suffixes —tion, -ion, -ive, and —ous 6
Adding suffixes to root words 7-8
Practicing with —less and —ful 9
Recognizing suffixes 1011
Quiz about words with suffixes =12
Using words with suffixes in sentences 1315
Decoding activity 16
Adding the missing suffix 17
Identifying Words With SUFFIXES..... ..o 18
Matching suffixes to definitions 19
Suffix word puzzles 20-21
Writing sentences for new words made with suffixes 22

©Remedia Publications Suffixes



Name

A suffix is a syllable added to the end of a word.
The new word has a different meaning.

The suffix -y means "like, full of." Dusty means "full of dust." The suffix -ly
means "like, in the manner of." Heavenly means "like heaven."

Choose either -y or -ly to go with each word. Write the new word. Choose
the suffix that sounds better. Use a dictionary to check your choices.

1. dirt 5. quick
2. rust 6. snow
3. curl 7. luck
4. friend 8. soft

Choose one of the new words from above to complete each sentence.

1. My bicycle was because | let it get wet.

2. Some people speak so you can hardly hear
them.

3. It was a winter night.

4. The truck was very because

it was driven through the mud.

5. The little girl had naturally hair.

6. Our new neighbors were very

7. Janice was because she did not get hurt when
she slipped and fell.

8. The boy crossed the street

Write a sentence for each of the new words in this lesson.
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A suffix is a syllable added to the end of a word.
The new word has a different meaning.

The suffix -less means "without any" or "lacking." Painless means "without
pain." The suffix -able means "capable of, worthy." Changeable means
"capable of change."

Choose either -less or -able to go with the word. Choose the suffix that
sounds better. Write the new word. Use a dictionary to check your choice.

1. coat 5. harm
2. child 6. spot
3. avail /. depend
4, port 8. consider

Choose one of the new words from above to complete each sentence.

1. Even though my dog looks mean, he's really

2. You may get chilly because you are

3. The bike you want is not in another color.
4. My brother is a very worker.

5. | think you will see that my mother's kitchen is

6. This area had a amount of rain last spring.
7. 'l bring my radio to the party.

8.

The young couple is

Write a sentence for each of the new words in this lesson.
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Name

A suffix is a syllable added to the end of a word.
The new word has a different meaning.

The suffixes -er, -ar, -or, and -ist mean "person or thing that
does something." Teacher means "person who teaches."
Beggar means "person who begs." Governor means "person
who governs." Bicyclist means "person who rides a bicycle."

Choose -er, -ar, -or, or -ist to go with the underlined word. Write the new
word on the line. Use a dictionary to see if you have picked the right suffix.
Remember: A suffix can change the spelling of a word to which it is
added.

1. person who helps

person who studies geology

person who begs

person who plays the piano

person who supervises
person who dances

o ok~ @b

A suffix can change the spelling of a word to which it is added. Add
-er, -or, -ar, or -ist to the word in parentheses. Write the word on the line.
Use a dictionary to check your spelling.

1. My sisteris a (type) in a busy office.

2. We gave our tickets to the train (conduct).
3. | asked the famous (write) for his autograph.
4, We decided he was a (lie) because he

seldom told the fruth.

Write a sentence for each of the following words: scientist, governor, composer
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Name

[ A suffix is a syllable added to the end of a word. ]

The new word has a different meaning.

N
The suffix -ness means "state or condition of being." Darkness means "con-
dition of being dark."

The suffix -ful means "full of." Successful means "full of success."

Choose either -ness or -ful to go with the word. Write the new word.
Choose the suffix that sounds better. Use a dictionary to check your
choices.

1. meaning 5. careless
2. sick 6. doubt
3. use 7. kind

4. hope 8. fair

Choose one of the new words from above to complete each sentence.

1. Our club was that it wouldn't rain on the day of
the picnic.

2. It was that we could be home before midnight.

3. The umpire showed tfo both teams.

4. The accident was caused by his

5. Dad found the new tools to be quite

6. Tim showed when he fed the cold and hungry
animal.

/. The teacher asked us to write sentences for our

spelling words.

8. Sue returned from the safari with a rare

Write a sentence for each of the new words in this lesson.
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Name

Suffix Meaning
-ible capable of, fit for
-ment state of, act of

Underline the suffix in each word in the box.

1.

2.

basement responsible edible department
terrible incredible movement instfrument

Write the words with the suffix that means "capable of, fit for."

Write the words with the suffix that means "state of, act of."

Use words from the box to complete the sentences.

1.

We hid behind the tree when we heard in the
bushes.

Gary knew the rare mushrooms probably were not

We heard that a snowstorm was headed our way.

The girls will cook and the boys will be for
washing the dishes.

When we heard about the fornado, we all headed for the

The wind moved through the trees with force.
My brother has been with the police for ten years.
In the fall, | will buy an so that | can join the band.

Write a sentence for each of the following words: statement, impossible, invisible

©Remedia Publications 5 Suffixes



Name

Suffix Meaning

-tion, -ion state of being or act of

-ive having the nature of, inclined to
-Ous full of

Underline the suffix in each word in the box.

captive creative explosion
election poisonous auction
delicious active Nnervous

1. Write the words with the suffix that means "state of being."

2. Write the words with the suffix that means "having the nature of."

3. Write the words with the suffix that means "full of."

Use words from the box to complete the sentences.

1. Sally was when she took the spelling test.
The apple pie was with vanilla ice cream.
The class will be held on Tuesday.

The man was held for several days.

Some berries are

The damaged the firehouse.

They sold a lot of furniture at the

Jim's clever story showed that he was

© & N O 0o~ Db

The little boy was very

Write a sentence for each of the following words: curious, detective, decision,
addition
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Name

Add the suffix -ness to the following words. Write each new word.

1. mean 6. kind
2. sweet 7. light
3. full 8. black
4. hard @. high
5. good 10. dark

Add the suffix -menf to the following words. Write each new word.

1. move 6. invest
2. apart 7. pay

3. state 8. content
4. ship 9. appoint
5. refresh 10. agree

Add the suffix -able to the following words. Write each new word.

1. port 6. prevent
2. suif /. comfort
3. remark 8. explain
4. break Q. consider
5. depend 10. present

Write a sentence for each of the following words: pavement, sadness, un-
beatable
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Name

Add the suffix -ly to the following words. Write each new word.

1.
2
3
4.
S

Add the suffix -less to the following words.

1.

A S A

o~ D

swift 6.
quiet /.
slow 8.
loud 9.
near 10.

wish 6.
peace 7.
wonder 8.
event 9.
fruth 10.

sleeve 6.
job /.
wire 8.
spot 9.
tooth 10.

glad

love

quick

night

soft

skill
delight

law

Write each new word.

use

help

pain

color

fear

Write a sentence for each of the following words: quieftly, skillful, jobless
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Name

Subtract and add suffixes to find the new word. Write the word.

J—

colorless - less + ful =

fearless - less + ful =

helpful - ful + less =

harmless - less + ful =

restful - ful + less =

thankless - less + ful =

careful - ful + less =

©® N O 0ok Db

hopeless - less + ful =

Add -ful and -less to the following root words. Write the words.

Root Word -less -ful

use

shame

pain

power

Write a sentence for each of the following words:

1. useful
2. helpless
3. painful
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Name

Each word below has a suffix. Write the suffix on the line.

1. shipment

2. sweetness
3. cheerful
4, enjoyable
5. painless

© 0 & N o

acceptable

director

bicyclist

smoky

completely

Add one of these suffixes to each word. Then write a sentence using the

new word.

-able -ful -er -ist
1. art
2. teach
3. break
4, care
Underline the suffix in each word.
tfransferable mobilization helpless
position accomplishment department
countless judgment punishment
contentment exportation preferable
comfortable drinkable useless

completion

©Remedia Publications
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Name

Each word below has a suffix. Underline the suffix. Write the root word on

the line.

1. excitement 8. dusty

2. agreeadble Q. friendly
3. correction 10. actor

4. careless 11. faithful
5. soloist 12. kindness
6. movement 13. directive
7. joyous 14. delightful

Add one of these suffixes to each word. Then write a
sentence using the new word.

-less -or -ive -ous
1. attract
2. poison
3. breath
4. collect
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Name

Read the sentences and then answer the questions.

J—

. The stray dog was without a home.

2. The gardener fook great care when planting the tomatoes.
3. Amy was full of cheer because she passed the math test,
4. The boy was full of hope that he would get the job.
5. Joe really talked a lot.
6. Baby Sharon was without teeth.
7. The robber was without fear when he robbed our house.
8. Mother cooked a roast without a bone.
9. The kitten loved to play.
10. Marie's arms were full of groceries.
1. Who cooked a boneless roast?
2. Who had an armful?
3. Who was talkative?
4. Who was homeless?
5. Who was fearless?
6. Who was toothless?
/. Who was cheerful?
8. Who was playful?
9. Who was careful?
10. Who was hopeful?

Choose six of the underlined words. Write a sentence for each word.
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Name

Add one of these suffixes to each word in parentheses. Write the word on

the line.
-ive -ous -ment -ist
1. Itis (danger) to ride a bike on a busy highway.
2. The (detect) asked us to answer some questions.
3. The governor made @ (state) for the newspapers.
4. We enjoyed watching the (balloon) sail over
our house.
5. We hurried to the (base) when we heard about

Underline the suffix in each word.

the tornado.

The audience clapped as the
(solo) left the stage.

4 N\
television bicyclist fransferable
happiness robber jealous
accidentally invisible captive
beautiful beggar sailor

- J

Choose five words from the box. Use each word in a separate sentence to
show its meaning.
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Name

Add one of these suffixes to the word in parentheses. Write the word on the
line. Remember, suffixes can sometimes change the spelling of words to
which they are added. Use a dictionary to check your spelling.

-able -less -tion -ment
We heard that a (price) painting had been
stolen from the museum.
Our supply of (dispose) cups for the water
cooleris low.
My cousin hopes to find (employ) by next
week.
Our class studied about the (explore) of
America.

His story about the size of the fish he caught was not

(believe).

When the old man's store burned to the ground, he was left

(penny).

The young child did not use good
(judge) when she ran into the street.

Everything that was taken by the thief was very

(value).

Gina thought the fluffy kitten was very (love).

My mom made an (appoint) with the
dentist.

Write your own sentences for each of the following words: penniless,
valuable, priceless
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Name

Add one of these suffixes to each word in parentheses. Write the word on
the line. Remember, suffixes can sometimes change the spelling of words to
which they are added. Use a dictionary to check your spelling.

-ible -ful -ion -ly

A'\}/\ /
1. After the rainstorm, we noticed a
(beauty) rainbow in the sky.

2. We had a (horror) time trying to hike down
into the steep canyon.

3. We were happy when we heard that food and money were

(plenty).
4. Leaving the campground when the sky became black seemed like a

(sense) thing to do.

5. | think your new bike is (exact) like mine.
If you don't bandage the cut, an (infect)
may oCcCur.

7. l'was sad when | saw how much (pollute) was in
the air.

8. The restaurant check had been (incorrect)
added.

Underline the suffix in each word.

i really lonely delightful subtraction )
visible completion edible closely
wonderful incredible accidentally vision
collection circulation successful terrible

\\§ J

Choose five words from the box. Use each word in a sentence.
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Name

a b ¢c d e f g h i j k | m
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

n o p q r s t u v w x vy z
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Each word is written in code. Decode the words. Write the words.

Ju—

. 12-9-11-5-14-5-19-19
10-21-4-7-13-5-14-20
5-18-15-19-9-15-14
20-25-16-9-19-20
8-1-18-13-12-5-19-19
3-15-12-15-18-6-21-12
17-21-5-19-20-9-15-14
6-1-22-15-18-1-2-12-5
8-15-18-18-9-2-12-5
6-1-13-15-21-19

. 1-20-20-18-1-3-20-9-22-5
20-1-9-12-15-18

© 0 ®©® N o o A~ D

J—

J—
—_—

N

Solve the code.

23-8-1-20 9-19 1 19-21-6-6-9-24
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Name

-ness -able -ful -ion -or -less -0us -er

Write the missing suffix. Use the suffixes in the box.

1. person who dances danc

2. full of power power
3. ouf of breath breath
4. opposite of addition subtract
5. person who writes a book auth

6. really mad furi

/. easy to like like

8. when it's not light dark

Add a suffix from the box to each word. Then write a sentence using the
new word.

1. success

2. humor

3. comfort
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Name

Each sentence below contains two words which have suffixes. Underline
each of the words.

—

The writer was tired because he had a sleepless night.

The scary ride on the narrow road seemed endless.

2. My portable television set is new.

3. The druggist accidentally spilled the bottle of medicine.
4. The surfer rode the crest of the powerful wave. @

5. The visitor was surprised by all the pollution. g
6. The detective walked through the smoky room.

/. The balloonist was a very fearless person. o)

8. The poisonous snake was motionless. 6)

9.

0.

—

The sun shone brightly in the cloudless sky.

Underline the suffix in each word below.

infection remarkable employer
preferable plentiful druggist
completion fairness projector
tasteless marvelous instantly

Choose five words from above. Use each in a separate sentence to show
its meaning.
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Name

Underline the suffix in each word in the box.

geologist active faithful

acceptable beggar blindness

invisible joyous graceful
careless

Match a word from the box to each definition below.

1. not exact or thorough

2. someone who asks for food
or money

3. beautiful in form or movement

4. someone who studies the
earth's surface

o. loyal and frue

6. being unable to see

/. inaway that pleases

8. not capable of being seen

9. happy and glad

10. moving rather quickly most of
the fime

Choose four words from the box. Use each word in a separate sentence to
show its meaning.
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Name

Complete the puzzle.

-less -ness -ment -able -ist -ful
1.
2. L 1 1 | | | J
3' L 1 1 1 1 1 1 ]
4, 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ]
5. L 1 1 1 ]
6- L 1 1 1 1 1
7. L 1 1 1 1 1 1 J
8. | 1 1 1 1 |
Q. L 1 1 1 1 ]
.|O| L 1 1 1 1 1 ]
] ]. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ]
CLUES
1. without a home /. capable of being laughed at
2. state of being near 8. can be moved
3. can be broken 9. full of hope
4. without noise 10. another name for cellar
5. one who types 11. without sense
6. state of being sad

What is the secret word?
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Name

Complete the crossword puzzle.

sleepless agreeable endless
happiness wonderful balloonist
enjoyable reporter careful
2
] 6
3 5
8 4
7
9
10
11
Across Down
1. very good 2. goes on and on
3. doesn't take chances 5. easy to get along with
4. can be fun 6. not straight
7. one who fills your teeth 8. one who works on a newspaper

9. one who flies a balloon
10. state of being happy
11. without sleep
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Name

Write a sentence for each new word made by adding a suffix. Use a dictionary if you need
help finding the meanings of the new words.

1. fear

—less

—ful

2. quick

_|y

-Ness

3. move

-ment

—ist

6. forgive

-able

—-Ness

7. luck

-y

-less

8. collect

-ion

-ible

©Remedia Publications
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Name

Pre/Post Test

Circle the suffix in each word below. Write the suffix on the line.

1.

© © N o o b~ DN

captive

10.

snowy

11.

available

12.

childless

13.

geologist

14.

medanness

15.

dangerous

16.

17.

fruly

erosion

18.

terrible

placement

shameless

thankful

director

beggar

dancer

armful

boneless

Make a new word by adding -less, -ful, -ness, -y, or -ly to each word
below. Write the new word on the line.

1.

J—

© 0 & N o o K »w DN

rust

11.

quick

12.

spot

harm

power

dark

curl

help

bad

faith

©Remedia Publications

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

like

coat

dirt

fear

fair

brave

end

exact

lone

delight
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PG1 1) dirty 2) rusty 3) curly 4) friendly 5) quickly 6) snowy 7) lucky 8) softly
1) rusty 2) softly 3) snowy 4) dirty 5) curly 6) friendly 7) lucky 8) quickly
PG 2 1) coatless 2) childless 3) available 4) portable 5) harmless 6) spotless 7)

dependable 8) considerable 1) harmless 2) coatless 3) available 4) dependable
5) spotless 6) considerable 7) portable 8) childless (answers may vary)

PG 3 1) helper 2) geologist 3) beggar 4) pianist 5) supervisor 6) dancer 1) typist 2)
conductor 3) writer 4) liar

PG4 1) meaningful 2) sickness 3) useful 4) hopeful 5) carelessness 6) doubtful 7)
kindness 8) fairness 1) hopeful 2) doubtful 3) fairness 4) carelessness 5) useful
6) kindness 7) meaningful 8) sickness

PG5 basement terrible responsible incredible edible movement department instrument
1) terrible, responsible, incredible, edible 2) basement, movement, department,
instrument 1) movement 2) edible 3) terrible 4) responsible 5) basement 6)
incredible 7) department 8) instrument

PG 6 captive election delicious creative poisonous active explosion auction nervous
1) election, explosion, auction 2) captive, creative, active 3) delicious, poisonous,
nervous 1) nervous 2) delicious 3) election 4) captive 5) poisonous 6) explosion
7) auction 8) creative 9) active/nervous/creative

PG 7 1) meanness 2) sweetness 3) fullness 4) hardness 5) goodness 6) kindness 7)
lightness 8) blackness 9) highness 10) darkness 1) movement 2) apartment 3)
statement 4) shipment 5) refreshment 6) investment 7) payment 8) contentment
9) appointment 10) agreement 1) portable 2) suitable 3) remarkable 4) breakable
5) dependable 6) preventable 7) comfortable 8) explainable 9) considerable 10)
presentable

PG 8 1) swiftly 2) quietly 3) slowly 4) loudly 5) nearly 6) gladly 7) lovely 8) quickly 9)
nightly 10) softly 1) wishful 2) peaceful 3) wonderful 4) eventful 5) truthful 6)
cupful 7) joyful 8) skillful 9) delightful 10) lawful 1) sleeveless 2) jobless 3)
wireless 4) spotless 5) toothless 6) useless 7) helpless 8) painless 9) colorless
10) fearless

PG 9 1) colorful 2)fearful 3) helpless 4) harmful 5) restless 6) thankful 7) careless 8)
hopeful useless/useful, shameless/shameful, painless/ painful, powerless/powerful
Sentences will vary.

PG 10 1) ment 2) ness 3) ful 4) able 5) less 6) able 7) or 8)ist 9)y 10)ly (71-4: answers
may vary) transferable comfortable judgment department position completion
exportation punishment countless mobilization drinkable preferable contentment
accomplishment helpless useless

PG 11 1) excite 2) agree 3) correct 4) care 5) solo 6) move 7)joy 8) dust 9) friend 10)
act 11) faith 12) kind 13) direct 14) delight (1-4: answers may vary)
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PG 12

PG 13

PG 14

PG 15

PG 16

PG 17

PG 18

PG 19

PG 20

PG 21

PG 22

1) mother 2) Marie 3) Joe 4) dog 5) robber 6) Sharon 7) Amy 8) kitten 9)
gardener 10) boy

1) dangerous 2) detective 3) statement 4) balloonist 5) basement 6) soloist
television bicyclist transferable happiness robber jealous accidentally invisible
captive beautiful beggar sailor

1) priceless 2) disposable 3) employment 4) exploration 5) believable 6) penniless
7) judgment 8) valuable 9) lovable 10) appointment

1) beautiful 2) horrible 3) plentiful 4) sensible 5) exactly 6) infection 7) pollution
8) incorrectly really lonely delightful subtraction visible completion edible closely
wonderful incredible accidentally vision collection circulation successful terrible

1) likeness 2) judgment 3) erosion 4) typist 5) harmless 6) colorful 7) question 8)
favorable 9) horrible 10) famous 11) attractive 12) tailor Code: What is a suffix?

1) dancer 2) powerful 3) breathless 4) subtraction 5) author 6) furious 7) likeable
8) darkness (1-3: answers may vary)

1) writer, sleepless 2) portable, television 3) druggist, accidentally 4) surfer, powerful
5) visitor, pollution 6) detective, smoky 7) balloonist, fearless 8) poisonous,
motionless 9) scary, endless 10) brightly, cloudless mfectm ion| remarkable) employer

preferable plentiful drugdistl completion faifness projector tasteless marvelous

Underlined in box at top: geologist, beggar, careless, acceptable, joyous, faithful,
invisible, sailor, blindness, active, transportation, graceful 1) careless 2) beggar
3) graceful 4) geologist 5) faithful 6) blindness 7) acceptable 8) invisible 9)
joyous 10) active

1) homeless 2) nearness 3) breakable 4) noiseless 5) typist 6) sadness 7)
laughable 8) movable 9) hopeful 10) basement 11) senseless Secret word:
meaningless

Across: 1) wonderful 2) careful 3) dentist 4) enjoyable 5) balloonist 6) happiness
7) sleepless Down: 8) endless 9) reporter 10) curly 11) agreeable

Sentences will vary.

Pre/PostTest 1) captive)/ ive 2) snowy/y 3) availablg / able 4) childless / less

5) geologist)/ ist 6) meanhess)/ ness 7) dangerous)/ ous 8) truly)/ ly 9) erosion)/
ion 10) terriple)/ ble 11) placement)/ ment 12) shameless / less 13) thankful)/ ful

14) director/ or 15) begda/ ar 16) danden/ er 17) armful/ ful 18) boneless/ less
1) rusty 2) quickly/quickness 3) spotless 4) harmful/harmless 5) powerful/powerless
6) darkness 7) curly 8) helpful/helpless 9) badly 10) faithful/faithless 11) likely/
likeness 12) coatless 13) dirty 14) fearful/fearless 15) fairness/fairly 16) bravely/
braveness 17) endless 18) exactly/exactness 19) lonely 20) delightful
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