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4

Practicing Critical Thinking Skills
Critical thinking comes naturally to young children. They learn autonomy 

through exploration, observe their environment using logic and reasoning,  

try new things, and think creatively. As children grow and enter an academic 

setting, some of their natural curiosity and problem-solving instincts are not 

engaged as often as they could be. This practice book encourages children to  

“think about their thinking” through creative, analytical, and evaluative tasks. 

How to Use This Book

124

All  About It
Read

Places to Visit
A community is a place where people live 
near one another.

Name some places in your community.

A community has places where people can 
go to have fun, to learn, or to work. Here are 
some places you might find in a community:

restaurant

school

library

auto shoppark

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.

124 C o m m u n i t y

land

glue

glue

glue

air

glue

glue

glue

sea

glue

glue

glue

97
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S K I L L S :  c a t e g o r i z e ,  s h o w

W

hat You Know
Tell

Cut out the pictures. Glue them in the boxes to show how they travel.

Many Vehicles

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 

Tell What You Know  

The activities on these pages 

provide opportunities for children  

to connect their knowledge and 

opinions to the topic. Encourage  

your child to think about his or her 

experiences and support his or her 

curiosity by discussing the questions 

and topics together.  

Read All About It

Read the selection to your child. 

Discuss how the illustrations help your 

child better understand the topic. Then, 

if your child is able, have him or her 

read the selection to you. After reading 

the selection, discuss how the topic 

relates to your child’s life. 

8

Butterfly
Life Cycle

Grasshopper
Life Cycle

ReadAll  About It

Read about the life cycle of a butterfly and grasshopper.

Butterflies and Grasshoppers

Read

adult 
butterfly

adult 
grasshopper

egg

eggs

caterpillar

nymph

chrysalis

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.8 I n s e c t s

113C o m m u n i t y 113

W
hat You KnowTellS K I L L S :  g i v e  y o u r  o p i n i o n ,  v i s u a l i z e

Do you want to live in this home? 

Circle   for yes or    for no.Homes

yes no

yes no

yes no

yes no

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 
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5

Critical Thinking Activities

The critical thinking activities 

are designed to engage children  

in application, analytical, and 

evaluative tasks. The cross-

curricular activities present  

science, math, social studies,  

and language arts content.

Art Projects  and Hands-on Activities  

The art projects and hands-on activities 

provide children with opportunities to use 

critical thinking skills to create. Encourage 

your child to tap into his or her creativity 

and innovation and to have fun with the 

hands-on activities. After your child 

completes each project, discuss the steps 

taken to create it. Encourage your child 

to explain what he or she enjoyed most 

and why.

34 I n s e c t s

Match-up Look at the first picture.Circle the picture that matches.

 
 

 

1

2

3

4

S K I L L S :  d i f f e r e n t i a t e ,  c o m p a r e ,  m a t c h

A n a l y z e

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.
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I n s e c t s

A Worker Bee

S K I L L S :  d e s i g n ,  t h i n k  c r e a t i v e l y

C r e a t e

Here’s How
 1. Cut out the pieces on pages 37 and 39.

 2. Fold the body in half. Cut along the half-circles at the top. Tape the body closed on the top and the bottom black stripe.
 3. Glue on the wings to the back side. Glue on the face to the front side. 4. Roll the antennae around a pencil to make them curl. Glue the antennae to the head.

Materials
• scissors • tape• glue • pencil

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 

90 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Car, Truck, or Bus?
YELLOW

GREEN RED

BLUE

BROWN

BLACK

Guess what the picture 
shows. Then color.

What do you see? Circle it.

car truck bus

1
4 5 6

2 3

5

1

1 1 1 1 1

1

111

1 1 15 2

2

2

2

6
6

2

2 2 2

4
3 3

4 44 4 4
4

5 5 5 5
5

5

S K I L L S :  p r e d i c t ,  d i s t i n g u i s h ,  c o l o r

S o l v e

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.

57W e a t h e r

 1  Cut out the circle. Glue it onto a paper plate.
 2  Cut out the arrow. Glue it onto a clothespin.
 3  Hang the Weather Wheel by a window.
 4  Move the arrow to show the weather 

each day.

Weather Wheel

sunny

snowy windy

rainy

S K I L L S :  f o l l o w  d i r e c t i o n s ,  c o n s t r u c t

C r e a t e

To
d

a
y’

s 
W

ea
th

er
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7I n s e c t s 7

I Did It! Check each activity as you complete it.
Read All About It

Butterflies and  
Grasshoppers 	 8

Analyze
Butterfly Twins 	 17

Tell What You Know
Butterfly Life Cycle 	 9

Solve
Hungry Caterpillar 	 18

Tell What You Know
Butterfly or Grasshopper? 	 10

Analyze
Match-up 	 19

Match
Color Match 	 11

Show
In the Garden 	20

Solve
Grasshopper Puzzle 	12–13

Apply
Pretty Patterns 	 21

Identify
So Many Butterflies! 	 15

Compare
Which Has More? 	22

Apply

Colorful Butterfly 	 16

Create
Nibble, Nibble, Caterpillar 	 23

Be on the Lookout!
How many different butterflies are shown on pages 11–19?

Count them and write the number here: 

√

Butterflies and  
Grasshoppers

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 
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8

Butterfly
Life Cycle

Grasshopper
Life Cycle

ReadAll  About It

Read about the life cycle of a butterfly and grasshopper.

Butterflies and Grasshoppers

Read

adult 
butterfly

adult 
grasshopper

egg

eggs

caterpillar

nymph

chrysalis

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.8 I n s e c t s
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9I n s e c t s 9

S K I L L S :  p u t  i n  o r d e r ,  s h o w TellW
hat You Know

Butterfly Life Cycle
1

3

2

4

I see a little egg on a leaf.

A caterpillar hatches out.

One day, the caterpillar makes  
a chrysalis.

A butterfly comes out.

Soon, the butterfly flies away.

Cut.  
Put the pictures in order.

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 

3249_01_Insects.indd   9 8/8/16   1:33 PM



10 I n s e c t s

TellW
hat You Know

Butterfly or Grasshopper?

Circle the insect that you like better.  
Tell someone why you like it.

S K I L L S :  c h o o s e ,  j u s t i f y

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.
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11I n s e c t s

Color Match

orange

purple

yellow

red

green

brown

Draw a line to match.

M a t c h

S K I L L S :  d i s t i n g u i s h ,  s h o w

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 
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12 I n s e c t s

Grasshopper Puzzle
Cut out the puzzle on page 13.  
Glue the pieces inside the frame.

Trace the letters.

grasshopper

glue glue glue

glue glue glue

S K I L L S :  c o n s t r u c t ,  r e a r r a n g e

S o l v e

Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking • EMC 3249 • © Evan-Moor Corp.
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15I n s e c t s

So Many Butterflies!
Count.

How many do you see?

I d e n t i f y

S K I L L S :  c o u n t ,  d i s c r i m i n a t e

© Evan-Moor Corp. • EMC 3249 • Skill Sharpeners: Critical Thinking 
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yellow

yellow

orange

orange

blue

black

black

bl
ac

k

black

black

green
green

purple

blue

brown

g
re

en

16 I n s e c t s

Colorful Butterfly Color.

ORANGE GREEN BLACK

BLUE

YELLOW

PURPLE BROWN

S K I L L S :  d i s t i n g u i s h ,  s h o w

A p p l y
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17I n s e c t s

Butterfly Twins Draw a line to match.

S K I L L S :  c o m p a r e ,  m a t c h ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e

A n a l y z e
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