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PART ONE

A

Reasonable
Faith






CHAPTER 1

Skeptics Are
Welcome

Then He said to Thomas, “Reach yourfinger here, and look at My hands;
and reach your hand here, and put it into My side.
Do not be unbelieving, but believing. ”

John 20:27

he young lady, probably in her late twenties, was baring her soul on

the radio. As the host of a radio call-in talk show, she was telling all of

Los Angeles on a Saturday night how she was losing her faith. It was
almost gone. She was debating whether to go all the way and take down
the cross that adorned her bedroom wall. After setting the stage for a
discussion of her dilemma, she invited believers and unbelievers alike to
call in and share their experiences of faith or skepticism. One of my staff
members happened to hear her and even sent her a copy of one of my
books. (But we haven't heard from her yet!)

Whether she was sincere or just putting on a radio act, this woman
represents a major po6rfi*>n of our society: people with a skeptical eye
toward the Christian faith. The saddest thing was that she implied that for
a person to believe, he or she must stop thinking and asking questions,
You just have to make a leap of faith— a blind leap.

My friend, nothing could be further from the truth when it comes to
the Christian faith. Christianity has answers that are not only satisfying for
the soul but also satisfying for the mind. Skeptics are welcome to the

church! Skeptics are invited to look at the Christian faith. Throughout the
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ages, many skeptics have looked at Christianitys historicity and have
ended up coming to faith in Christ. The evidence is there. Itjust needs to
be looked at with an open mind.

Consider the case of Gen. Lew Wallace, the author of Ben-Hur: A Tale
of the Christ. We know General Wallace best for this pro-Christian book,
which became the basis for the 1959 film that still holds the record for the
most Oscars (eleven) in film history. But did you know that earlier in his
life Wallace was a skeptic? Not only was he a skeptic, but he also set out
to disprove the Christian faith. After several years of intense research, he
became a Christian. It would have been intellectually dishonest for him to
do otherwise!

One of the best known apologists (defenders) of the Christian faith
today is Josh McDowell, author of the immensely helpful Evidence That
Demands a Verdict. But did you know that, as a college student, he was
very skeptical about Christianitys historicity? In fact, he spent some time
on study leave at the British Museum specifically to refute the faith. He
thought the task would be simple. A slam dunk. A no-brainer. After a few
weeks of intense study, he realized how wrong he was. He saw that the
Christian faith is based on historical facts, available for anyone open-
minded enough to discover them. After examining the historical evidence
and seeing the changed lives of some college friends, he, too, became a
Christian. For more than thirty years now, he has spoken all over the
world to share the good news of Christ. He has argued in innumerable
debates with unbelievers on issues related to Christianity, especially the
historicity of Christs resurrection, which is arguably the best attested fact
of antiquity

Skeptics are welcome. Come, let us reason together, says the Lord.

Now, please dont misunderstand me. I’'m not saying we can compre-
hend with our minds every aspect of Christian theology— for instance, the
Trinity— but | am saying reasonable answers exist for the honest skeptic.
Christianity is based on amany infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). Part of this

book’ purpose is to look at some of those truths and to answer some of
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the most common objections that unbelievers have about the Christian
faith.

Jesus and Skeptics

How did Jesus deal with skeptics? Its from Him that we get the phrase,
“Oh you of little faith,” but keep in mind He was talking to His disciples,
who had witnessed miracle after miracle yet still wavered in their faith.
Look at how Jesus treated one of His disciples who showed skeptical
tendencies. | refer here to Thomas, whom we often call “doubting
Thomas” because of the incident that occurred after Christ rose from the

dead and then appeared to His disciples:

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him,
“We have seen the Lord.”

So he said to them, “Unless | see in His hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my
hand into His side, | will not believe.”

And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and
Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood
in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas,
“Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your
hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but
believing.”

And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my
God!”

Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have

believed.” (John 20:24-29)

Doubters are welcome! Skeptics are welcome! Not those who merely

want to play mind games or to engage in a power trip. When Jesus stood
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before Herod, who demanded Jesus do miracles, He did nothing of the
son. He didn’t even open His mouth. Herod wasn’t seeking truth. Nor
were the Pharisees. When they demanded a sign (even after He had done
some incredible miracles), He would not accommodate them. We have to
make a distinction here between the honest skeptic and the one whos not
interested in truth. When Jesus stood before Pilate and mentioned the
word truth, Pilate asked, “What is truth?” (implying no such thing as
absolute truth existed). Not recognizing that truth stood right before him,
the governor turned around and walked out. There are many Pilates today.
They deny such a thing as Truth, with a capital T, even exists.

Because we can’'tjudge the heart, we don’t know whether a skeptic is
interested in honest dialogue orjust mind games. In either event, we must
remember what Paul said: “A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be
gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in
opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may
know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the
snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will”
(2 Timothy 2:24-26). Thats our mandate: to present the truth in love so
those who will may come to repentance and faith in Christ.

Are you a skeptic? Do you know someone who is? Do you ever deal
with any? Would you like to be fortified in your faith and armed with facts
you can share with those who falter in their faith or who don't believe?

Then this book is for you.

Overview

This book contains three sections. The first section, “A Reasonable Faith,”
deals with questions of evidence and authority. Specifically, | deal with
guestions surrounding the Bible, since thats the basis for our faith. How
accurate and reliable are the Scriptures? Isn’t the Bible ‘just a collection of
outdated myths,” as many in our culture believe? Since most Christians
attempt to answer skeptics’ questions from the Bible, we must establish

this amazing books credibility. One chapter will focus on natural evidence
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for the Bible. A second chapter will deal with supernatural evidence for it.
A third chapter will focus on our need always to be ready to defend the
faith. In that chapter, 1 will lay some of the ground rules for debate and for
apologetics.

The second part of the book, “How | Know God Exists,” focuses on
Gods nature, meaning, and character— specifically as incarnated in His
Son, Jesus Christ. We will look at arguments from philosophy, science,
creation, and the Bible for Gods existence. The next three chapters deal
with Jesus Christ, “the visible manifestation of the invisible God.”
Amazingly, some people question whether Jesus even lived. Secular
witnesses from antiquity will lay that myth to rest. Next, we will look at
the evidence for Christs divinity Finally, we will look at what some
skeptics say about Christ. You may be surprised.

The third section, “Answers to Common Objections,” focuses on
some of the issues that are raised over and over in opposition to the faith.
For example: Aren’t all religions the same? Don't all roads lead to God?
How can Christians maintain that Christ is the only way to God?

In the following two chapters | will deal with the problem of evil and
the problem of pain. How can evil exist if God is all-good, all-powerful,
and all-loving? This question has plagued thoughtful people throughout
the ages. Finally, we will look at the issue of life after death. Is there any
evidence for it?

After this section, we will review in an epilogue the highlights of what

we've looked at throughout the book. This parting chapter puts together

some of the most important points from the various chapters.

Honest Answers

God has given us abundant evidence if we will but do our homework. |
mentioned Lew Wallace, former skeptic and author of Ben-Hur. He
summed up well the veracity of Christianity: 'After six years given to the
impartial investigation of Christianity, as to its truth or falsity, 1have come

to the deliberate conclusion that Jesus Christ was the Messiah of the Jews,



18 SKEPTICS ANSWERED

the Saviour of the world, and my personal Saviour.”1
| pray this book will help you as you dialogue with skeptics or if you
are a skeptic. In Christianity, honest answers exist for honest questions.

Skeptics are welcome!



CHAPTEHR 2

A Word about
the Worg

For I am not ashamed oj the gospel oj Christ, for
it is the power of God to salvation.

Romans 1:16

'‘hat is faith?”” asked the Sunday school teacher.
“Oh, thats easy,” replied the ten-year-old. “Faith is believing
something you know is not true.”

Unfortunately, that little boys definition summarizes what many
people think about faith. For them, to believe is to make a “leap of faith.”
It isn’t rational but irrational.

The truth of the matter is, Christianity is a reasonable faith. It is based
on a set of incontrovertible, historical facts. Contrary to being a form of
intellectual suicide, given the facts, believing in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord is the most reasonable choice one can make.

Now, | hasten to add that certain matters of faith go beyond reason, but
they dont contradict it. As Christian author and speaker Josh McDowvell

has said, “Christians are not to park their brains in the churchs narthex.”

The Very Words of God

The Holy Bible forms the foundation of our faith. It is more than a book.
As Christians, we believe it to be perfect— more powerful than a split

atom, more true than death and taxes, and more reliable than the most
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sober and studied historian. We believe, in fact, the Bible contains nothing
less than the very words of God. Our faith— our very lives— are staked on
the trustworthiness of the holy Scriptures.

But as we all know, not everyone believes this. The Bible, the best-
selling book of all history, is also the least understood and most criticized.
No other book is asked to withstand such a heavy weight of proof as the
Bible. The combination of prejudice and misunderstanding is an intoxi-
cating mix for the unbeliever, who has a desperate need to hide a diseased
and rebellious heart behind a wall of denial. In more ways than one, the
unbelievers life is also staked on the Bible— that it is wrong about the
nature of reality, that it is wrong about one God at the center of creation
who deserves worship, and most of all, that it is wrong about man, who,
left to himself, is on a one-way journey to hell.

With the Bible, the ante is upped, and the bet is nothing less than
eternity. It is not surprising, then, that such a divergence of opinion about
the Bible exists. As believers, we begin and end our understanding of the
Christian faith with the Bible. In living, explaining, or defending our faith,
we are most likely to say, “The Word of God says...” As believers, that
settles the matter, no matter what the matter may be.

That position often seems to make us vulnerable. What happens, for
example, when we are talking to someone who dismisses the Bible? How
many times have you been explaining Christianity to someone, explaining
God and reality from the Scriptures, when someone says, “Oh, the
Bible...1 don't believe in the Bible.”

That comment, which is usually brought up at the beginning of the
conversation, is meant to put an end to such dangerous talk. The
knockout blow. The slammed door. The irrevocable can of worms. The
big finito. When the truth of the Truth is dismissed, indeed it often feels to
the Christian that he or she is being asked to explain the heights of heaven

and earth when the only available ladder is being ripped from underfoot.

It can be a very intimidating moment.
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God’s Dynamite

What | would like to show, however, is that such a disbelief in the
Scriptures does not have to be the end of the matter. In fact, such a
comment can be used to turn what was meant as a slammed door into a
revolving door of new opportunity.

First, at the risk of sparking some controversy, let me say this: | do not
believe it5 necessary for a person to believe the Bible to be converted. That
may strike some of you as strange, but | would remind you that the
apostle Paul went all over the Mediterranean basin— from Jerusalem to
Spain, Greece, Turkey, and Italy— preaching the gospel to people who
didnt believe the Bible.

How can this be— new converts who don’t believe in the Scriptures?
Isn’t that an oxymoron like ‘jumbo shrimp” or “freezer bum™ Not neces-
sarily

The Greek word for gospel is the same root word for our dynamite.
When someone speaks or reads the gospel, even in bits and pieces, it has
tremendous power—no less than the power of God—to break down
barriers, penetrate hearts and minds, and transform lives. People can
believe— even partially— and be converted to the faith. In the case of
many of the people Paul witnessed to, they came to believe fully in the
Bible only after they were converted.

Consider this analogy. You are sleeping one night, and you hear a
noise. You reach over to turn on your lamp and see a man with a mask
climbing in your window. He has a knife. What do you do? You pull out
your drawer, take out your gun, and say, “Stop right where you are!” and
he stops. He looks down at what you have in your hand, and he says, “Oh,
a gun. | don't believe in guns,” and he starts forward again. It should be
perfectly obvious that there is nothing you can do. He doesn' believe in
guns. You are helpless. Right? Wrong! There is something you might do.
Squeeze. Bang! He will instantly believe in guns.

My point is this: The Scriptures have incredible power, whether a
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person believes that or not. So,.to a certain degree, we need to learn to
relax. In some ways even our terminology is wrong. Defending the faith,
for example, is like saying we need to defend an uncaged lion. The lion, in
almost any case | can think of, will do quite nicely by itself.

What we need to learn is how to uncage the Word5 power, to remove
whatever obstacles we can. When an unbeliever says, “Oh, | don't believe
in the Bible,” its meant as a fierce attempt to slam, bar, and lock the door

in the face of such a threatening force. So what can you do?

The Judo Technique

Before | became a Christian, | was professionally trained in boxing and
judo. Boxing, I quickly discovered, wasn't my style. It was impossible, for
example, to make it through a match without getting hit a dreadful
number of times. Outside of the ring, on the streets, the opposite problem
had to be dealt with. Usually, there was only one punch, and it was no fun
if you weren’t the person who threw it.

Judo was more my speed. | found the sport interesting and studied
it for a while. Its potential power is enormous. Once, while | was in
Miami, | was talking to a lifeguard who was also an instructor injudo for
the Miami police department. A five-foot-six-inch guy who weighed
about 150 pounds, this Filipino was nobody to mess with, as | soon
learned.

While | was talking to him, he had his eye on a couple of guys in the
ocean who were getting too close to some dangerous rocks. He ran to the
shore and blew his whistle, signaling them away They ignored his instruc-
tions; so he warned them again. They expressed their contempt of his
warnings and went on doing what they pleased.

Finally, the lifeguard had had enough. “Come out of the water! You're
done! Thats it! Out!” They came out of the water, all right— one of them
looked to be about six foot two inches and weighed about 250 pounds.
Furious with the lifeguard, he charged him, throwing a wild punch. The

lifeguard caught the guys arm and flipped him over his head. The big man



A WORD ABOUT THE WORD 23

landed about fifteen feet behind the lifeguard. He lay there, flat on his
back like a walrus who had fallen out of a second-floor window Splat! In
a flash, the lifeguard had straddled the man, who started to curse my
friend as soon as the guy recovered his breath. The lifeguard ended any
further conversation by pouring sand in the mans mouth. Needless to say,

| was impressed with the power ofjudo.

Finding a Fulcrum

An act of aggression— whether judo or wild disbelief—is best dealt with
by throwing a person off balance. Often this means finding a way to use
the force and weight of the aggressor against him. It means finding a
fulcrum,

When a person says he doesn’t believe in the Bible, | often say, “I
believe you have a right not to believe in the Bible. In fact, | would fight
for that right.” Now, suddenly, he is off balance. That is the last thing he
expected you to say.

Now is the time to launch a counteroffensive. “If you don't believe the
Bible, that means you understand it. What do you think the Bibles main
point is?”

Trust me, this will be good for a few stammers. Usually, the answer
will come back along this line: “Oh, you know, you do the best you can
and try to live by the Golden Rule and follow the Ten Commandments
and that sort of thing, and...and maybe you’ll get to heaven.”

Now, you have him backpedaling. What was meant as a slammed
door on your argument can now become a revolving door leading to
further discussion.

“Ah,” you say to him, “that is exactly what | was afraid of. You have
rejected the Bible, which is the most important book in history in that it
has been translated into more languages, published in more editions,
printed in more copies, and read by more people than any other book in
history. You not only have rejected it, but you also have done so without

understanding its main message. Its not that you missed the bulls-eye by



24 SKEPTICS ANSWERED

a few degrees, but you have missed so badly, its almost as if you were
aiming the other way”

After you let him stammer a few more times, you might want to follow
up with something like this: “Now, dont you think the more intelligent
thing to do would be to let me share with you the Bibles main message—
how a person can have eternal life—and then you can make an educated
decision about accepting it or rejecting it?”

He isjust about to hit the sand on his back. You see the position he is
in? He has pretended to be so superior to all the kindergarten kiddies who
believe the Bible. Now, suddenly he has been discovered to have rejected the
most important book in history without even understanding its main
message.

You have a powerful fulcrum. Now the one-time aggressor must
decide if he wants to remain in his ignorance. For someone with a good
deal of intellectual pride, that is the worst place to be.

It is not surprising, then, that every time | have tried this technique, |
have always received a similar answer at this point, “Oh, well, OK. Go
ahead. Tell me what it is.”

Sometimes— and this is on very rare occasions— the person you are
witnessing to will raise the idea, “Oh, | don’t believe in the Bible,” near the
end of your gospel presentation instead of at the beginning. To deal with
this requires a different technique, which | will discuss in chapter 4, “Be

Ready Always.”

A Book among Books

Although the Bible receives intense criticism on many levels, most of the
skepticism can be classified on two levels: the natural and the super-
natural. Once you have disarmed a person who says, “Oh, | don't believe
in the Bible,” you can begin to deal with specific questions relating to the
Bibles unique credibility. In the remainder of this chapter, | would like to

locus on questions regarding the Bibles authenticity on the natural level—
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that is, how does the Bible compare to other ancient works of literature?
For the moment, we will put aside the supernatural elements of the Bible
(1 will deal with these in the next chapter) and consider how the Bible
stacks up against other books.

Many skeptics believe the Bible cannot be trusted because the original
manuscripts— those documents actually written by Matthew, Isaiah, Paul,
etc.— do not exist. They are no longer, to use the technical phrase, extant.
What we have, these skeptics go on to conclude, are just a few copies of a
few copies. Therefore, we have no way of knowing what the original
Greek or Hebrew texts actually said.

There is an element of truth here. The original autographs, penned by
the authors, are indeed no longer extant. They crumbled many centuries
ago. We must also understand that other ancient writings, such as those
by Plato, Aristotle, and Caesar, are also not extant. We have only copies of
all the great, ancient writings. The Bible is no exception.

Therefore, injudging the accuracy of ancient documents— how close
they come to the original autograph (in Latin, autographa)— what we need
to know is how many copies we have and how close they are to one
another. Obviously, if you had two manuscripts and one of them said that
Jesus went into a city and the other one said Jesus went out of the city, you
would not know whether He went in or out, so that becomes an important
issue. Its a very significant issue with many other writings.

With most of the ancient writings relatively few copies are available.
For one ancient Roman writer, Cattalos, we have only three copies. With
the great historian Herodotus, we have only eight copies of his writings.
The same can be said of most of the other great ancient wntings. We have
one, two, three, five, or ten copies.

Another important factor to consider when judging the accuracy of
ancient manuscript copies is the time span between the copies and the

original. Here are the time spans for some of our greatest ancient

writings:
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Caesar and his Gaelic Wars: The earliest manuscript is 1,000 years
after Caesar lived.

Demosthenes, the great orator of Greece: The earliest manuscript
Is 1,200 years after he wrote.

Plato, the great philosopher: 1,300 years.

Herodotus: also 1,300 years.

The Greek dramatists: 1,400 years.

Cattalos, the Roman writer: 1,600 years.

Homer and his classic The Odyssey, which you've probably read:
2,200 years later. Yet millions of copies of this book have been
printed. People make it into plays, motion pictures, and tele-

vsion programs.

By these standards of antiquity, the Bible is an amazingly credible
document. We do not have two, three, or five copies, but 5,750 Greek
manuscripts of the New Testament. In various other translations we have up
to 25,000 more copies. Quotations from the New Testament are found in
the writings of virtually every one of the early church fathers— those writers
living during the first four centuries after Christ. We also have the earliest
fragment of a manuscript, the John Rylands papyri manuscript, which is a
small portion of the Gospel ofJohn, and it is dated at AD. 117-138. (Some
scholars, notably Adolf Deissmann, say it may date even earlier.)1

Drs. Norm Geisler and William Nix note: “Because of its early date
and its location [Egypt] some distance from the traditional place of
composition [Asia Minor], this portion of the gospel of John tends to
confirm the traditional date of the composition of the gospel before the
end of the first century.”?2

John wrote this Gospel, it is generally believed, sometime in the 90s;
so you have a portion of the Gospel of John not 1,000, 1,200, 1,400,
1,600, or 2,200 years later, but as few as 30 or 35 years after it was written.

We have numerous papyri manuscripts from the second and third

century, some larger manuscripts from the fourth century, and so on. No
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other ancient writing— of any kind anywhere— rests on as solid a foun-
dation as does the Bible. In fact, if we were to throw out the Bible as being
textually uncertain, we would have to do away with all ancient history. We
would have to say we know absolutely nothing about anything that
happened in this world before A.D. 1000 because the Bible rests on a more
solid foundation than any secular writing.

Scholar and author A. T. Robertson points out that “much of the New
Testament can be reproduced from the quotations of the early Christian
writers.”3In fact, virtually the entire New Testament could be recon-
structed from these writings alone— even if all of the more than thirty
thousand manuscript copies were lost or destroyed!

The time separation between the writing of the New Testament and
the first complete manuscript copies is only about three hundred years at
the most, in light of our having a copy of the complete New Testament
(except for Mark 16:9-20 andJohn 7:53-8:11) that dates to A.D. 350.4

The gap between when the Old Testament was written and our
earliest known manuscripts is much larger than that of the New
Testament. With the discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1948, however,
a complete copy of the Book of Isaiah from the first century was
unearthed. When comparing this manuscript with later copies of Isaiah,
we found it read verbatim with only the slightest variation (and nothing
that changed the meaning of the text). The eminent scholar E E Bruce said
of this discovery: “The new evidence confirms what we had already good
reason to believe— that the Jewish scribes of the early Christian centuries
copied and recopied the text of the Hebrew Bible with the utmost
fidelity.”5 Author Millar Burrows added: “It is a matter for wonder that
through something like a thousand years the text underwent so little alter-

ation.”6Through the centuries, God preserved His Words integrity.

Translating the Problem

Another objection to the Bibles credibility is the matter of translations.

The criticism usually goes something like this: “Well, you really don’t even
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know what the Bible originally said because the New Testament was
written in Greek and then it was translated into Aramaic, and from that to
Syriac, and from that to Latin, and from there to German, then to French,
then to Anglo-Saxon, and now into English. So, you really don't have a
clue to what it originally said.”

Freely translated, this argument can be summed up as follows: “l am
so ignorant of the facts, | really shouldn’t be opening my mouth.” The
issue of the number of translations, in fact, is not an issue. The New
Testament was originally written in Greek; as we have already seen, we
have more than five thousand Greek manuscript copies extant, and we
have several million people in the world today who can read Greek. We
do not have to rely on translations at all; we can read the New Testament
in the language in which it was originally written. The same is true for the
Old Testament. So this argument is utterly fallacious.

The Bible, at nearly any level you might wish to examine it, is an

impressively credentialed work of ancient literature.

Various Objections

Sometimes people like to pose an objection to the Bible not as a genuine
guestion but as an excuse for them not to believe. Some objections can be
answered easily, such as the one in which Peter said in Acts that Jesus
‘hung on a tree,” whereas the rest of the Bible says He died on the cross.
Well, thats easy Peter was speaking metaphorically. The cross was made
out of wood, which is derived from a tree.

One of the objections | hear the most is, “Where did Cain get his
wife?” Cain, of course, was Adam and Eves son who murdered his
brother, Abel. Genesis says that Cain went to live in the land of Nod,
which was East of Eden, and there he took a wife. Where did this wife
come from? The answer is simple. In Genesis 5:3 we find that “Adam lived
one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own likeness, after
his image, and called his name Seth.” Then, in the next verse, it states,

“After he begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and he
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had sons and daughters.” Its quite obvious that Cains wife was his sister.
You might object, saying that its forbidden in the Scriptures to marry ones
sister. Yes, but we need to be careful about ex postfacto laws— making laws
after the event. The law forbidding such marriages was passed several
thousand years later. You might point out, “If one marries his sister, he is
liable to have a very strange child.” That is true today, but evidently the
gene pool was rich enough at the beginning not to constitute a problem.
In a similar way, other objections to the Bible are easily answered. If
you are troubled with Bible questions like these, | recommend investing in
a good resource such as Gleason Archers Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties,7
or a much older but still reliable book, John W Haleys classic Alleged

Discrepancies of the Bible.8

Reasonable Answers

God has not left us without the answers for the deep questions of life. He
has revealed Himself through the pages of the Bible.

I’m sure you've heard the story about the man who fell off a cliff, and
on his way down, he managed to grab a limb sticking out from the side of
the earthen wall. He wasnt a praying man, but he called out to God
anyway and asked for help. Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Just believe—
and let go.” He hesitated for a moment and then said, “Uh, is there
anybody else up there?” The Christian faith doesn’t operate that way. It
not a matter of looking for a God who requires the least of us or who
simply sounds the best of all the choices. Our faith is rational and reason-
able. Its based on well-grounded facts of history. The apostle Peter sums it
up by saying, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told
you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were

eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16, Niv).
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CHAPTEHR 3

Miracles an
Prophecles:

Fact or Fiction?

“When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord if the thing does not happen
or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken; the prophet
has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

Deuteronomy 18:22

homas Jefferson, the third president of the United States and one of

the chief architects of the Declaration of Independence, called himself

a Deist. He was, in my opinion, closer to an atheist. That might sound
like a strong opinion, but listen to my reasoning.

Jefferson created his own version of the Bible, The Life and Morals of
Jesus of Nazareth.1lArmed with a pair of scissors, Jefferson read through the
Gospels, and whenever he came to a miracle, he simply cut out the
passage. His edited Bible, needless to say, looked very different from our
own Gospels. Jefferson, anchored in rationalism, could not accept the
supernatural of the Bible.

My question is this: If a person can't believe in miracles, then can one
really believe in a supernatural God? Can you believe God created the
heavens and earth? Isn't the disbelief in the supernatural, when followed
to its logical conclusion, simply a statement of atheism?

If you run into a skeptic who says he doesn't believe in the Bible

because of its miracles, you might try asking these questions:
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Doyou believe in God? If the answer is no, then at least you know you
are dealing with an honest— or at least a sometimes honest—

atheist. If the answer is yes, then follow up with:

Doyou believe your God is differentfrom humans?In all likelihood, the

answer will again be yes.

How isyour God different? In the list of answers, almost certainly, will

be the idea that this God is more powerful than humans.

Did God create the world? Again, the answer, in some form or

another, will most likely be yes.

Ifyour God had the power to create the world and set all of its natural
laws in motion, wouldn’t that same God have the ability to perform a
miracle— that is, to do something outside of what can be explained by
natural laws? At this point, you have trapped the skeptic in a
contradiction. If he says no, then how can he explain a God who
creates, who sets the natural laws in motion? If he answers yes, then

the obvious follow-up question is:

Then why do you find it difficult to believe in at least the possibility of
miracles? The real problem with believing in miracles is that it forces
us to deal with a supernatural God— a being powerful beyond our
wildest dreams who will one day judge us righteously and in
holiness. For skeptics, miracles remind them of an intimidating
God. As a result, people will go to great lengths to avoid the plainly
supernatural elements of the Bible. In this chapter, | have outlined
three different arguments skeptics use to deal (or, more accurately,
not deal) with the miracles in the Bible— allegory, myth, and

superstition.
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The Trouble in Swallowing Jonah

Let us consider one of the most famous as well as the most critiqued
miracle in Scripture— the Old Testament narrative of the prophetJonahs
being swallowed by a whale. You remember the story; its recorded in the
book that bearsJonahs name. Jonah, asked by God to preach repentance
to one of Israels most despised enemies, decides to run from the divine
calling. After a storm troubles the sea, Jonah is thrown overboard by his
God-fearing shipmates and, the Bible says, is swallowed by some kind of
large sea creature. After three days in the belly of this fish, Jonah is
vomited out on shore,

Not a particularly pleasant story. Nor—some people say— an espe-
cially believable one. To listen to some critics harp, you would think you
were reading the latest edition of the National Enquirer: “Half-boy, Half-
alligator Predicts the End of the World.”

Some of Jonahs most unbelieving critics are people who claim to
believe in the Bible They say that Jonah is a parable or made-up story to
illustrate a theological point. Usually, the conversation starts along these
lines, “You don't really swallow that business about Jonah, do you?” To
which | usually respond, “l don't have to; the whale already did.” Then
comes the response: “You really believe that Jonah was swallowed by a
whale, and three days later it spit him out on the shore, and he lived to tell
the story?” To which, | respond, “Yes!”

| believe the story happened as the Bible records it. Theoretically, |
suppose, the story wouldnt have to be a miracle. The Hebrew word that
is usually translated as “whale” doesn’t necessarily mean “whale.” It could
mean “shark” or “great sea creature.” Well-documented cases exist of both
whales and sharks being opened up only to find the remains of large
animals. One shark spat out a live cow on a beach in Italy some years ago.
There have even been reported cases of people being found alive. Paul
Harvey once told about a man in 1895 who survived a day and a halfin a
whales belly. Its quite possible, even from a purely naturalistic point of

view, to believe thatJonah lived inside the belly of a great sea creature.
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That, however, is theory. | believe that what happened toJonah was a
miracle. How can we explain, for example, that not only did Jonah live
inside the whales belly, but also that the whale, by pure chance, happened
to spit him up in Nineveh— the very place God had called Jonah to go?
The text also states that God prepared a great fish just for the occasion.

At this point | am usually accused of being a “literalist,” which is said
in the same tone of voice as when people use the word “cocklebur.” This
isacommon trick to enable people, even believers, to sidestep the issue of
the miraculous. If it is merely a story, an allegory, then we don’t need to try
to explain how it happened.

The Bible, however, in very plain terms, declares the event actually
took place. In 2 Kings we are told thatJonah really lived and that he was
a prophet of God. No less a person than Jesus Christ said that Jonah was
swallowed by a whale, and if he was three days and three nights in the
belly of a whale, so should the Son of Man be three days and three nights
in the belly of the earth (Matthew 12:40).

| am not a literalist. 1 do not believe that everything written in the
Bible is to be taken literally. | don’t know any educated Christian who is a
strict literalist. The Bible, like any other book, is to be taken the way it was
written. The opposite of literal is figurative, and every intelligent Christian
knows that the Bible contains many figures of speech. It also contains alle-
gories or parables, and these are clearly indicated when they appear. Most
of the books and newspapers you read are to be taken literally, but figures
of speech are also used in them. The Scriptures are no exception. We have
allegories and parables, similes and metaphors.

Let me also remind you that when figurative speech is used, whether
in the Bible or anywhere else, it doesn’t weaken what is being said; it

always strengthens. Here, for example, are two ways of saying the same

thing:

- Adolph Hitlers Panzer divisions went into Poland and quickly

subdued the Polish armed forces.
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- Adolph Hitler, with an iron fist, smashed Poland with his Panzer

divisions.

The first is literal; the second involves metaphor. Which is stronger?
Obviously, the latter. All figures of speech are used to strengthen the
meaning intended. The Bible, like every great work of literature, contains
a full plate of various kinds of figures of speech: synecdoche, metonymy,
allegory, types, symbols, enigmas, paranomasia, prolepsis, oxymoron, and
prosopopoeia, to name a few Altogether, nearly eight hundred different
types of figures of speech are found in the Bible. It would be absurd, then,
for someone always to take the Bible literally.

The Bible itself makes it clear how a passage is to be taken— as figure
of speech or, inJonahs case, literally. We cant simply shift gears and name
a thing it is not, just because we wish to avoid the Bibles supernatural

elements.

Hyping Heroes

In discussing miracles, another favorite technique of skeptics is the
“mythological” or “developmental”theory. This argument revolves around
the idea that, over time, a tendency exists for people to attribute miracu-
lous happenings to great heroes. For example, Saint Xavier never
mentions performing miracles in his own letters. The farther we get from
his lifetime, however, the more miracles are attributed to him. With fading
memory and growing fame, the blossoming of miracles increases. In other
words, miracles breed in the darkness of distance and the light of
greatness.

This mythological theory is interesting and often accurate. Yet in the
case of the Gospels, the theory doesnt hold water. In fact, just the
opposite seems to be true: The farther you get from Christs time, the
fewer miracles writers attributed to Him. Scholars agree that, of all the
Gospels, Marks is the closest to Christs time. Mark attributes a total ol

twenty miracles to Jesus. In the Gospel of Matthew, a much larger writing,
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twenty-two references are made to miracles. In the Gospel of Luke,
twenty-one miracles are mentioned. In the Gospel of John, written the
latest of all the Gospels, only eight miracles are described. According to
the theory, far more miracles should appear inJohn than in the other three

Gospels.

The Thirteenth Floor

Then there is the “superstition” theory I'm sure you've heard some version
of this one. It goes something like this: The reason ancient people attributed
miracles to happenings is because they didn’t understand natural law to
the level we do. Because of peoples ignorance, which really couldn’t be
helped, they were almost fated to believe in silly miracles.

But today, we’re too sophisticated to believe idle superstition. The
Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., contains more than 23 million
volumes of information— the largest collection of human knowledge in
the history of the world. Why is it, then, that the hotel across the street
from that monument to knowledge contains no thirteenth floor? A twelfth
floor and a fourteenth floor can be found, but not a thirteenth. Why is it
that its almost impossible to find a sailing ship that will set forth on Friday
the thirteenth?

Certainly, given our advanced knowledge, we are not superstitious.
Even all those psychics on television and in the newspapers who rake in
billions and billions of dollars know that. We are a wise and rational
people. We would never swerve our car to avoid crossing a black cats
path, and we would never walk around a ladder rather than under it.

There is nothing wrong with being a skeptic. To cast a suspicious eye
on miraculous claims is appropriate, but we need to be honest skeptics.
We need to have the courage to face facts should the facts clearly present
themselves. Thomas, the most famous skeptic in the Bible, said, “Unless |
see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of

the nails, and put my hand into His side, | will not believe” (John 20:25).
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Yet Thomas had the good sense to believe in the facts, even if they

happened to be miraculous.

Pathetic Prophets

When it comes to miracles, you might reason, the skeptics have the upper
hand. There is no way to prove biblical miracles did indeed occur.
Obviously, we havent invented a time machine that would allow us to
investigate firsthand, but we might try another approach to test the
validity of miracles. If we could demonstrate that the Bible is, in some way
at least, a supernatural book, then we could perhaps convince skeptics
that its capable of dealing miraculously with the human race.

In Deuteronomy 18:22, the Bible sets up a litmus test for prophecy.
“When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not
happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken;
the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of
him.” The Bible says that you will know if a prophet is sent from God
when his prophecies come to pass. Otherwise, fear him not. So God gives
us in the Word His own test for an inspired prophet, and that is a test of
specific, fulfilled prophecy. It is also, | believe, an equation that can prove
the supernatural nature of the Scriptures.

Of the twenty-six books in the world that either claim to be or have
been proclaimed to be Scripture, the issue of specific, predictive prophecy
is glaringly absent. It5 not found in the writings of Buddha, Lao-tzu, or
Confucius. In the Koran we have Mohammed making the prophecy that
he will return to Mecca, which is, of course, a self-fulfilling prophecy The
reason for this lack of prophecies is that they require supernatural ability.

We all know about so-called prophets who make fools of themselves
when they fail to get much right. | recall many years ago my wife had
purchased one of these erudite, intellectual magazines called the National
Enquirer because she was intrigued by the cover story: “Modern Day
Prophets Make Predictions." The worlds top ten seers were predicting

what was going to happen in the next six months.
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| stumbled onto the magazine seven months after its publication—
one month after all that was predicted was supposed to have happened.
These ten “prophets” made sixty-one specific prophecies in response to
guestions posed to them. These were all matters that could be answered
by a simple “yes” or “no.” Would Liz Taylor, for example, marry a younger
man? Would Mohammed Ali win his fight in Zaire? Would Ted Kennedy
run for president? This was not the territory of great genius. Anyone who
listened to the daily news could have predicted most of these events
correctly. A blind monkey could have chosen half of them right.

How many of these sixty-one prophecies did the world’ top seers get
right? Fifty? That would be pretty good. Forty? A little better than dumb
luck. Thirty? The same as a coin flip. To my utter astonishment, they did
something that amazed me. They got none of the prophecies right. Zilch.
Zero. It takes a great deal of talent to beat the odds like that.

The Bible says that the prophet is only as good as his prophecy. So
much for todays top prophets. Such complete failure stands in stark
contrast with the Bibles prophecies. From the Old Testament alone more
than 2,000 specific prophecies already have been fulfilled. There is
nothing like it anywhere else in the world. Most of the 333 predictions
concerning the Messiah were fulfilled in the first coming ofJesus Christ;
the rest will be fulfilled at His second coming. This is astonishing and

nothing less than supernatural.

Lucky Guesses?

The skeptics, of course, are skeptical. When pressed, they offer four expla-

nations for such overwhelming accuracy:

= Lucky guesses. Even a broken clock is right two times a day, so there
are, no doubt, times you can make lucky guesses. But two thousand
lucky guesses in a row? That would be quite a roll, wouldn't it?

= It really wasn't a prophecy; it was history pawned off as prophecy This

would be son of like writing the history of World War Il and signing
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it “Abraham Lincoln.” That wont work either, for the simple reason
that we know when many of these things were written. Many of them
were not fulfilled until after the Old Testament was completed and
translated into Latin in 150 B.c. Even an atheist would agree that no
pan of the Old Testament was written after Christs birth. All of the
prophecies concerning Jesus were obviously fulfilled after the
prophets had long been dead. Many of the Old Testament prophecies
were not fully fulfilled until three or four centuries after Christ.

= The prophecies are too vague to tell if they are fulfilled.

= The prophecies were not fulfilled. Most of the prophecies of the Old
Testament can be checked by any sixteen-year-old with a good
encyclopedia. The passages deal not only with the person of Christ
(333 of them) but also with every nation within five hundred to one
thousand miles of Israel and all of the major cities and kingdoms
(about 1,500 prophecies). So anybody can find out whether or not
they were fulfilled.

Lets look at a few of these fulfilled prophecies, beginning with Old
Testament predictions about Jesus. We must understand that Christianity
is rooted deeply in the Jewish culture and faith. Jesus was not a Christian
but aJew. The Old Testament, in more senses than one, is pregnant with
Jesus Christ. Once, | remember witnessing to alewish man, who said to
me he did not believe in Christ.

“I’m sorry to hear that,” | said to him. “Since He is the Messiah of the
Jewish people who was promised in the Old Testament, you have rejected
your own Messiah.”

The Old Testament prophecies concerned the coming of the promised
Messiah, a person who would provide salvation for Israel. | shared with

this Jewish man some of those predictions:

= “All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they

shake the head, saying, ‘He trusted in the Lord, let Him rescue Him;
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let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him!” (Psalm 22:7-8).

= “They also gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst they gave me

vinegar to drink” (Psalm 69:21).

= “Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;... But He

was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities.... And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all”
(Isaiah 53:4-6).

= “[In Galilee of the nations] the people who walked in darkness have

seen a great light; those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of

death, upon them a light has shined” (Isaiah 9:2).

e “Even my own familiar friend, in whom | trusted, who ate my

bread, has lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9).

= “Then | said to them, ‘If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and

iIf not, refrain.” So they weighed for my wages thirty pieces of silver.
And the Lord said to me, Throw it to the potter— that princely price
they set on me. So | took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them
into the house of the Lord for the potter” (Zechariah 11:12-13).

= “l gave My back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to them

who plucked out the beard; | did not hide My face from shame and
spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).

* “They pierced My hands and My feet” (Psalm 22:16b).
« “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far

from helping Me, and from the words of My groaning?” (Psalm
22.1).

= “They divide My garments among them, and for My clothing they

cast lots” (Psalm 22:18).

= “He was numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of

many, and made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:12Db).

= “They will look on Me whom they pierced" (Zechariah 12:10b).
= “And they made His grave with the wicked— but with the rich at

His death” (Isaiah 53:9a).
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« “Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption” (Psalm
16:10Db).

= “You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You
have received gifts among men” (Psalm 68:18a).

= “For the Gentiles shall seek Him” (Isaiah 11:10b).

When | finished reading the Scriptures to this Jewish man, | asked
him, “Who are these people talking about?”

He responded, “Obviously, they are talking about Jesus.”

| said, “Right, its perfectly obvious, isn't it?”

“Yes, it was Jesus,” he said to me. “So what?”

“All of the texts I just read you,” | said to him, “are from the Old
Testament. They were completed some four hundred years before Jesus
Christ was bom. And even you, alew, just told me it was obvious these
verses were aboutJesus Christ.”

The man was stunned. He demanded to see the passages with his own
eyes, and | showed them to him. In the 333 texts that make predictions
about Jesus Christ, 451 details are delineated about his life. How do you
explain that, if the Bible was not inspired by God? Isn't this proof the Bible

Is a supematurally accurate book?

Town and Country

The Bible is also accurate in its more than fifteen hundred predictions
concerning cities and countries. More than one hundred specific prophe-
cies in the Old Testament concern the great city of Babylon alone, but the
Bible makes some amazing predictions about other countries as well. Take
Egypt, for instance. At one time, Egypt was the greatest nation in all of the
world. It was the king of nations. It was the richest country on earth; it was
glorious.

To show how detailed and remarkable the prophecy is, let us consider
just one prophecy about Egypt, which is recorded in Ezekiel 30:13b.

“There shall no longer be princes from the land of Egypt.”
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Until a few decades ago, before Egypt went to a democratic form of
government, Egypt was always ruled by a prince. History records,
however, that during the nearly twenty-five hundred years between this
prophecy and Egypts change to democracy, its princes were never
Egyptian. That would be like prophesying today that an American will
never again be president of the United States, and then having two and a
half millennia pass with no American presidents.

Its hard to imagine, isn’t it? How could anyone, by law, be president
without being an American? This story may seem too unbelievable to be
true, but I'm not making it up— history confirms the fulfillment of the
Ezekiel prophecy. Constantine Volney, a great skeptic who was responsible
for the early skepticism of Abraham Lincoln, wrote of Egypt after a trip
there: “Deprived 2,300 years ago of her natural proprietors, Egypt has
seen her fertile fields successively prey to the Persians; the Macedonians;
the Romans; the Greeks; the Arabs; the Georgians; and at length, the race
of Tartars distinguished by the name of Ottoman Turks; the Mamelukes
soon usurped the power and elected a leader.”

After Volneys time, in the last century, Mohammed Ali (not the
boxer) established the princedom again in Egypt. One might expect that
an Egyptian would at last come to the throne after twenty-three hundred
years, but that was not the case. The prince was born in Macedonia. His
father was an Albanian aga, or commanding officer, in a Muslim
country After this, Egypt was ruled successively by the French and the
English.

Even the skeptic Edward Gibbon confirms this testimony when he
states, LA more unjust and absurd constitution cannot be devised than
that which condemns the natives of a country to perpetual servitude
under the arbitrary dominion of strangers and slave.”

Even though this is just one prophecy in a book filled with prophe-
cies, it shows how specifically, and to what detail, the predictions are

actually fulfilled. Lucky guesses? Hardly
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Pick an Atom, Any Atom

To any open-minded person— honest skeptics included— the incredible
fulfillment of prophecies found in the Bible attest to its divine revelation.
Only God, who knows the future, could have revealed it to those who
wrote down these predictions.

Lee Strobel, former legal affairs editor for the Chicago Tribune and a
former skeptic, looked into this matter and was shocked to see the
compelling evidence of just forty-eight of the prophecies about Christ
being fulfilled. He eventually became a Christian, and today he is an
associate pastor of Willow Creek Community Church in suburban
Chicago. In a recent book, Strobel wrote a chapter called “A Skeptics
Surprise” in which he said: “l concluded that the odds of forty-eight Old
Testament prophecies’ coming true in any one individual are the same as
a person randomly finding a predetermined atom among all the atoms in
a trillion trillion trillion trillion billion universes the size of our universe!’2

As Strobel and scores of other skeptics have figured out, the Christian

faith is based on a set of incontrovertible facts.
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Be Ready
Always

But sanctify the Lord God inyour hearts; and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that askethyou a reason of the hope that is inyou with
meekness and fear.

1 Peter 3:15, kjv

A/Ng pastor who was at the very beginning of his ministry decided
(takeé

when needed. So he was neither worried nor prepared. His first Sunday,

d no need to prepare sermons. He remembered the scripture

out of context) that the Holy Spirit would supply the words

he moved to the pulpit and read the text he had selected. As he prayed
urgently for words of wisdom, all that came to him was the inner convic-
tion that he had been lazy and slothful for not preparing a message.
Somehow he stumbled through the next half-hour, but never again did he
stand before a congregation unprepared.

“Be prepared” is the motto of the Boy Scouts. In a similar way, we as
Christians are to be prepared. As 1 Peter 3:15 instructs, we are always to
be ready to give an answer to the honest skeptic as to why we believe what
we do. Unfortunately, many Christians can’t even tell others what they
believe, much less why they believe.

On the other hand, some Christians question whether we should even
be concerned about preparing to explain our faith. They think skeptics
will never be convinced by logic. For now, let me suggest that this issue

really boils down to two factors: (1) How open-minded is the skeptic? and
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(2) What information about Christianity is he or she being given? More
about that later.

Unfortunately, some well-meaning Christians are far from ready to
give an answer to honest skeptics’ objections, thereby reinforcing the
unbelievers’ view that Christians are ignorant and uninformed.
Thankfully, many Christians are willing to take the time to learn how to
answer objections. Reading this book indicates that you may be one of
them!

In this chapter we will look at some of the basic tenets you need to
know in order to tell others why you believe. We’'ll explore the reasons
why your faith is logical and rational. As we do so, remember that God3s
Word is paramount in our discussions. It5 the place we start, and rightly

so, for the Bible has proven to be historically accurate and textually sound.

“Recapping Our Top Story?”

To highlight and expand on what we learned in the last two chapters, the
evidence for the textual authenticity for the Bible is overwhelming. As we
have seen, the Bible is beyond comparison from both historical and super-
natural perspectives. On one level, no other ancient document has so
many manuscript copies which are so close in time to the original auto-
graphs. On another level, no other document— ancient or
contemporary— can make the claim that the Bible can about fulfilled,
specific prophecy.

E E Bruce, the great New Testament theologian, said that the evidence
for the New Testament writings is far greater than any other work of litera-
ture. Compared to the writings of Plato, Aristotle, Homer, or Chaucer, the
Bible is far more textually credible. Any serious scholar, secular or
Christian, who studies the issue would be forced to reach the same
conclusion.,

Sir Frederic Kenyon, the former director of the prestigious British
Museum, said this about the New Testaments unparalleled textual credi-

bility: “The interval then between the dates of original composition of the
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New Testament and the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be,
in fact, negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written has
now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the
books of the New Testament may be regarded as finally established.”1
On asupernatural level, the Bible is filled with prophecy that has been
fulfilled to its most minute detail. In the last chapter we looked at Old
Testament prophecy concerning Egypt. Many predictions were made
regarding the destruction of cities and kingdoms. Yet in describing Egypt5
future, the Bible says, “they shall be there” (Ezekiel 29:14, Kjv). This is
truly an incredible prophecy considering all the descriptions of the utter

obliteration of other locales. These are some of the prophecies concerning

Egypt:

= “And there they shall be a lowly kingdom. It shall be the lowliest of
kingdoms; it shall never again exalt itself above the nations, for | will
diminish them so that they will not rule over the nations anymore”
(Ezekiel 29:14b-15).

* “The pride of her power shall come down. From Migdol to Syene
those within her shall fall by the sword,’ says the Lord God” (Ezekiel
30:6).

= “They shall be desolate in the midst of the desolate countries, and
her cities shall be in the midst of the cities that are laid waste’
(Ezekiel 30:7).

« “l will make the rivers dry, and sell the land into the hand of the
wicked” (Ezekiel 30:12).

= “There shall no longer be princes from the land of Egypt; | will put

fear in the land of Egypt” (Ezekiel 30:13).

Have the prophecies been fulfilled? After the defeat of Antony,
Augustus Caesar found such wealth in Egypt that he paid all the debts he
had incurred during the war. Still the wealth of Egypt was so great that
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Alexandria continued to be the largest and most prosperous city in the
Roman Empire during the next six hundred years.

A hundred years later, the Muslim hordes attacked Egypt and
conquered it. They were overwhelmed by the sight of the cities’ magnifi-
cence and wealth. Future invaders were still astonished at Egypt5 wealth
until finally the country was reduced to a state of abject poverty and inter-
national bankruptcy. This led to the Anglo-French domination of Egypt.
Isn’t it amazing that the Muslims, who are among the greatest enemies of
the cross, actually fulfilled Judeo-Christian prophecies? God uses even the
wrath of man to praise Him.

Clearly the Bible was written by that One who knows the future and
to whom all things are open and plain. It5 the very Word of the Living
God. If any other book had just a small percentage of the fulfilled prophe-
cies the Bible does, it would be considered above reproach. Yet the Bible

Is consistently attacked as myth or as food for the foolish.

Foolish Hearts

With such strong credentials, both natural and supernatural, why is the
Bible so often attacked and dismissed? Part of the reason, certainly, is that
peoples hearts and minds are in rebellion against God. Romans 1:21
describes the human condition: “Although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” To admit to the Bibles
impeccable credentials would be to admit God5’ holiness, but humanitys
rebellious nature finds this option unacceptable.

Well, if peoples hearts and minds are in rebellion against God, whats
the sense in using logic to convince skeptics of the Bibles truth? The
apostle Paul said that he was “set for a defence of the gospel” (Philippians
1:17, Kjv), and he instructed Timothy to “study to show thyself approved”
(2 Timothy 2:15, Kjv). So clearly we are to prepare to logically present
Christianity to the skeptic. Yet at the same time we are laying the founda-

tions of evidence, we need to be praying that God, through His Holy
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Spirit, will divinely and supematurally reveal the truth to the skeptics sin-
dimmed mind and heart.

The next question | can hear you asking is “OK, but how much
evidence is enough?” Given the natural prejudice of a sinful mind and
heart to reject the truth, how far must Christians go to prove their case?
That is a much tougher question, with no simple answer. What 1will try
to provide are some guidelines and principles about using evidence and
some general laws of logic to help you build your arguments.

Armed with these, you must present your case in a clear, compelling
way, liberally salting your presentation with prayer. Be sensitive to Gods
leading as to how open-minded each skeptic is. Listen for Gods direction
as to when to speak and when to stop.

Agnostics, those who claim to be uncertain about whether God exists
or not, are, by very definition, lacking knowledge. Thomas Huxley, who is
often credited with popularizing Charles Darwins theory of evolution, is
the person who first coined the word agnostic. It springs from the Greek
root word, gnosis, which means “knowledge.” “A’ is the alpha primitive,
like “un.” So agnostic means, if you will, “un-knowledge.” That, of course,
is the Greek etymology. The exact Latin equivalent of agnostic is
“‘ignoramus.” It means precisely the same thing. So the next time you run
into an agnostic, you might say, “Oh, you’re an ignoramus, are you? That}s
too bad.” Then again, you might not be fond of wearing a black eye.

Paul had something to say about agnostics long before Huxley used
the word. “l would not have you ignorant, brethren,” Paul said (Romans
1:13, Kjv). The word for “ignorant” is agnoses; Paul is saying he does not
want us to be agnostics because the wondrous thing about Christianity is
that we can know. We don't have to be in the dark when it comes to

believing in God and His wonderful provision for us.

Logic’s Limits

The first principle to remember when preparing to “answer every person

who asks” is this: Logic has its limits. Logic, in fact, can be used to reach
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an illogical conclusion. Zeno, the ancient Greek philosopher, used logic to
“prove” that any and all motion is impossible. For example, to get from
here to the door, Zeno said you have to first travel half the distance from
here to there. Isn’t that correct? Any logical person would agree. A
problem occurs in that, before you can travel half the distance, you have
to travel half of that distance, or one-fourth the distance to the door.
Before you can travel one-fourth the distance, you have to travel half of
that distance, or one-eighth of the way to the door. Does anyone disagree
with this? Before you travel one-eighth of the distance, you have to travel
one-sixteenth. Since that process may be carried on ad infinitum, it is clear
you cannot move at all. This is known as Zenos paradox. Logically, all
motion is impossible; yet, experientially, | know | can move. | can prove it
by simply walking to the door.

My point is this: Logic can be manipulated. We must be extremely

careful how we defend our faith and how we listen to skeptics’ “logic.” If
we, whether believer or skeptic, bring to logic a predetermined course
that it should take, we are likely to be dishonest with the evidence and
manipulate the facts to suit our conclusion.

Yet within the boundaries of an honest discussion of evidence, certain
laws of logic can be applied effectively. The following few pages will
explain some of the most important laws of logic that help guide us to

well-reasoned conclusions about the Christian faith.

Consider the Evidence

Simon Greenleaf is considered by many to be the greatest expert on
evidence the world has ever known. Greenleaf, the Royal Professor of Law
at Harvard during the latter half of the nineteenth century, has been
praised universally for his knowledge. The London Times said that more
light on jurisprudence had come from Greenleaf than from all the jurists
of Europe combined. The chief justice of the Supreme Court said that
Greenleafs testimony is the most basic and compelling that can be

accepted in any English-speaking court in the world. In other words,
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when it comes to the question of what constitutes evidence, Greenleaf’
credentials are impeccable.

His one inviolable principle in his classrooms at Harvard was this:
Never make up your mind about any significant matter without first
considering the evidence. That was, and is, a very good rule to follow.
Greenleaf was not a Christian. In fact, he was aJew He did not believe in
Christianity. He did not believe in Christ. He did not believe in the resur-
rection.

One day, the subject of religion came up. This was not surprising to
Greenleaf. He knew that law was based on ethics, and that ethics and
morals are rooted in religion. A discussion of religion in a law classroom
was as natural as dissecting a frog in biology. When the subject of Christs
resurrection came up, Greenleaf said he didnt believe in it. One bold
student raised his hand and said, “Yes, Professor, but have you considered
the evidence?”

Greenleaf was honest enough to admit to himself that he, indeed, had
not. He was aghast. He had lost enough face to depopulate China, so he
decided to undertake such an investigation.

He examined every thread of evidence he could find on Jesus Christ
and, in particular, His proclaimed resurrection. Finally, Greenleaf wrote a
book on his findings entitled The Testimony of the Evangelists, in which he
considered the evidence presented by the writers of the four Gospels—
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. His conclusion: If the evidence for
Christs resurrection were presented to any unbiased jury in the world,
they would have to conclude that Jesus of Nazareth rose from the dead.
Through the examination of such evidence, Greenleaf became a Christian.

Christianity, he said, demands no more evidence than is readily
conceded to every branch of human science. He added, this same amount
of evidence will not necessarily be interpreted in the same manner. In The
Testimony of the Evangelists he quotes Bishop Wilson: “Christianity does
not profess to convince the perverse and the headstrong, to bring irre-

sistible evidence to the daring and profane, to vanquish the proud scorner
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and afford evidence from which the careless and perverse cannot possibly
escape. This might go to destroy mans responsibility. All that Christianity
professes is to propose such evidence as may satisfy the meek, the
tractable, the candid, and the serious inquirer.”2

Yet, Greenleaf goes on to say, fact is still fact and evidence is still
evidence— regardless of its “religious” source: “This is the question in all
human tribunals in regard to persons testifying before them. We propose
to test the veracity of these witnesses by the same rules and means which
are there employed in our courtroom. The importance of the facts testified
and the relations to the affairs of the soul in the life to come can make no
difference in the principles and the mode of weighing the evidence. It is
still the evidence of matters of fact, capable of being seen and known and
related as well by one man as another.”3

Greenleaf concludes that Christianity is, in fact, the only evidential,
historical religion in the world and that the Christian faith rests on
evidence— evidence he found so compelling and so overwhelming that
any honest person examining it with an open mind would, like himself,

be inescapably drawn to accept it.

The Authenticity of the Ancient

Greenleaf went on to set forth his first rule of legal evidence concerning
the Bible or any other ancient document. Listen to this: “Every document
apparently ancient, coming from the proper repository or custody, and
bearing on its face no evident marks of forgery, the law presumes to be
genuine and devolves on the opposing party the burden of proving it to be
otherwise.”4

The Scriptures, Greenleaf concluded, had come from the proper
repository— that is, it had been in the hands of persons of the church for
almost two thousand years, and it bore, on its face, no evident marks of
forgery. Therefore, the law presumes it to be genuine. For those who
would presume the Scriptures to be other than genuine, the burden of

proof falls on them to demonstrate its falseness. In other words,
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Christians, in a legal sense, do not have to prove the Scriptures to be true.
Instead, skeptics have to prove Scriptures to be false. That is what the law
says. That is one limit to the amount of evidence we must present. When
a skeptic asks you to prove that the Bible is true, you might want to gently
point out to him that, legally, the burden of proof is on him to prove it

untrue.

The Law of Noncontradiction

The most basic of all the rules of logic is the “law of noncontradiction.
This is not a rule man created, although most of the great thinkers going
all the way back to Aristotle recognized its fundamental truth. When God,
the logos, created the universe, He set in motion the law of noncontradic-
tion as well as other natural laws. Because of this law, which springs from
Gods essential nature, the cosmos is logical and rational.

The law of noncontradiction is this: “A” cannot be “A”and “non-A” at
the same time and in the same sense. This is a law everyone ought to learn
because we are often confronted with apparent contradictions, and this
rule helps us to determine if they really are contradictions,

In understanding this law, its first important to note the two
modifiers: “A”cannot be both “A”and “non-A’at the same time and in the
same sense. For example, | cannot be both Jim Kennedy and John Smith
at the same time in the same sense.

Logically, can | be both dead and alive at the same time? Yes, | can.
There will, in fact, come a time when some of you will probably be
standing there looking at my dead body, and you will have concluded that
| have died. | will at the same time be more alive than ever. You see, | will
be both dead and alive at the same time but not in the same sense. | will
be physically dead but spiritually alive.

Can | be both dead and alive in the same sense? Yes, | can. | could, for
example, be both spiritually alive and spiritually dead. Before a person

believes in Christ, the Bible says that individual is spiritually dead in sin,

but after conversion, the person is “born again’— the spirit becomes alive.
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So, in the same sense, a person can be both spiritually alive and dead,
but— and here is the law of noncontradiction— not at the same time.
Thats the law of noncontradiction, the most fundamental law of our
existence in this world. “A”cannot be “A”and “non-A”at the same time in
the same sense. When presenting— or evaluating— any kind of evidence,
its critical to keep this law of logic in mind. It5 the second limit on the
evidence we offer—this time the limit is on the type of evidence rather

than on the quantity.

The Bottom Line

Another law | would like to discuss is that logic must be anchored in some
final truth. Its the third limit to the evidence we offer. Many skeptics’
arguments logically fall into what is known as the “law of infinite regres-
sion,” which is the opposite of the final truth.

Let me give an example. In the next chapter | will examine the brilliant
refutation of evolution by Dr. Francis Crick, the Noble Prize-winning
scientist who is credited with codiscovering DNA. By examining one cells
complexity, Crick concluded it would be impossible for that cell to have
evolved, even if one assumed the earth has been around for four and a half
billion years. In a lay persons terms, Cricks scientific conclusion about
even the possibility of evolution was “No way, Jose.” Couldn’t happen.

Yet despite his brilliant arguments, Crick went on to create a new
theory called “Directed Panspermia.”5Thats a phrase you ought to
know—pan, which means “all,” and spermia, which means “sperm.”
Cricks theory states that some sperm of an advanced living race
somewhere in the galaxy seeded the human race on earth. This is a
currently popular theory, which is being taught in many colleges today.

1 here is— at the very least— one problem with Cricks theory. That
flaw is connected to the law of infinite regression.

The obvious question by any person not totally numb between the
ears is: Where did this advanced race that seeded life on earth come from?

| he answer, of course, might be some other more advanced race in some
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other part of the galaxy seeded that race. That race, in turn, was seeded by
an even more advanced race, and so on, ad infinitum. In logic, this is
called an “infinite regress.” It simply moves the discussion out of the scien-
tific realm into science fiction by never asking the bottom-line question
that would resolve the issue rather than make it circle back on itself.

In fact, a Star Trek episode some years ago was based on this idea, and
the people who did the seeding were discovered. Of course, they never
asked the obvious question: Where did those original seeders come from?
The point of the episode was that we are all, in one sense or another,
brothers and sisters, or at least cousins, and that all of us— humans and
Klingons and Vulcans— should stop fighting and love one another. As
infinite regression shows, “logic” can often be manipulated to a predeter-

mined end.

Ready and Willing

Part of “being ready always” is understanding the laws of logic— the limits
of logic, considering the evidence, the authenticity of ancient documents,
the law of noncontradiction, and the law of infinite regression— and using
them to advance the truth. The other part of preparation is being wary of
using— or skeptics’ using— these laws to circumnavigate the truth.

One of the key turning points in the early days of .the creation/
evolution conflict came in the form of a university debate between Bishop
Samuel Wilberforce (son of the famous Christian statesman William
Wilberforce) and Thomas Huxley. As the story goes, Wilberforce was
poorly prepared, but Huxley had done his homework. Huxley bested
Wilberforce and, for the first time, evolution gained a major foothold in
academia, from which it has never retreated. The debate was a watershed
event. Now | don’t want to fix the blame for the whole evolution debacle
on Wilberforce. Individuals, consciously or unconsciously needing to
justify their sin, gladly latched onto anything that sounded like a plausible
way to dismiss God, lest He interfere with their lifestyles. Nonetheless, we

don’t want to be “unprepared” as Wilberforce was. When we dialogue
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with skeptics, we need to do our homework and be prepared. The eternal

state of people’ souls are at stake.
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CHAPTEHR 5

What Does God
Look Like?

For since the creation oj the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse.

Romans 1:20

ne day in a grade-school art class, before God was kicked out of the

public schools, a little boy was drawing eagerly The curious teacher

came by and asked, ‘Johnny, what are you drawing?”

Johnny looked up from his half-finished masterpiece and said, “I'm
drawing a picture of God.”

“But, Johnny,” replied the teacher, “‘no one knows what God looks
like.”

Johnny beamed. “They will now!”

Who is God, and what does He “look like™ What do we know of His
nature, His character? How do we even know He exists? To find answers
to these questions, we have to look to His Word. What makes the Bible the
book of the month, the book of the year, and the book of eternity is that it
reveals God to the human race. The Bible is saturated with God.

From Genesis through Revelation, our faith rests in the firm belief that
God is the creator, sustainer, redeemer, and sovereign Lord of all that is.
Nothing that is came to be without the great | AM. All things, both living
and inanimate, owe their existence to the God who has always been and

always will be. Every act of history is noticed and directed by God to a
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predetermined end. So powerful is He that He can create true freedom
and yet, in the end, bring the cosmos to its knees. Without God, there
would be nothing. Not even nothing. There would be no reason to write
this book— because | would not exist to write it, the paper would not exist
to print it on, you would not exist to savor every word, and there would

be no skeptics to attempt to convince.

Does God Exist?

Yet for many people, God is nothing more than a myth. They say He does
not exist, or at the very least, there is no evidence for His existence. What
always gets me about people who claim there is no God is that the very
tongue they use to make such a statement was created and waggles and
spits out blasphemy by Gods power. How sadly ironic atheism is.

Still, there are many people who earnestly ask the question, “How do
you know there even is a God?” That is the most basic of all objections to
the Christian faith, and it5 asked in a number of ways.

| used to chuckle sometimes at the late Carl Sagan, the pop
astronomer who is most associated with his popularization of evolu-
tionary views as well as the way he used to say “billions and billions.”
Sagan had a series about the cosmos on public television. When ques-
tioned about God, he usually said something condescending like, “Well,
I’'m not saying | know there is no God. It5just that if there is, there isnt
any evidence for it.”

Sagan is perhaps an icon for our age of stubborn, rebellious unbelief.
The Bible states, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attrib-
utes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,...so
that they are without excuse™” (Romans 1:20). Here is a man who had
delved deeply into the cosmoss mysteries, who had gazed endlessly at the
wonders of Gods works. Yet this man did not believe in God. | am
reminded of Psalm 14:1: “The fool has said in his heart, There isno God.””

Although Sagan claimed to be an agnostic, a person who is unsure

about Gods existence, his own words seem to align Sagans worldview
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more closely to that of an atheist. In the first sentence of the first episode
of his cosmos series, he stated unambiguously his belief: “There is not and
never has been anything in the universe but matter.” That is as clear a

statement of atheism as one could ever hear.

W ho Created Life?

When Sagan said there is no evidence for God, he should have taken a
closer look at himself in the mirror. Literally. Life— even a blasphemers
life— owves its existence to God. God is as plain as the nose on Sagans face.
There would be no life in this universe if God had not created it. Despite
what the scientists might tell you, no viable option has been offered to
explain where complex living organisms came from. The only credible
answer is God, a supernatural Being, who is powerful enough to bring
forth life. J

The ages current pseudo-answer is that all living beings are the
product of evolution. Yet evolution is merely a hypothesis, and one with
an increasing number of holes in its foundational logic. In fact, scientists
slowly are coming to realize that life— even at the level of a single cell—is
far too complex to have evolved.

In this chapter | would like to look at the research and findings of two
different scientists, neither of whom, to my knowledge, is a professing
Christian. Both of these scientists have come to the conclusion, based on
the laws of probability, that evolution cannot account for even the simplest
of living organisms.

The first scientist is Dr. Francis Crick, whom | mentioned in the
previous chapter. Although his argument for panspermia— the idea that
human life was seeded by a more advanced race— violates logic through
the law of infinite regression, his original work, which disproves evolution,
Is nothing less than brilliant.

Crick, along with Dr. James Watson, is credited with the discovery of
DNA, that double helix building block of life that forms like two twisted

circular stairways in each of the several trillion cells of a persons body. The
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DNA contains all of the information for the various parts of our bodies, as
well as for every cell. This is the most complex molecule that has ever been
discovered. Though it is tiny, it exists inside the nucleus of each micro-
scopic cell. If you could stretch it out, it would be about six and one-half
feet long. All of the DNA in just one human body, linked together and
stretched out, would reach to the moon and back. That makes it a
phenomenally complex substance.

Crick, who won the Noble Prize for his discovery of DNA, decided to
ascertain the probabilities of such a complex molecules coming into
existence by the law of chance, which governs evolutionary theory We need
to keep in mind that Charles Darwin, who gave birth to the idea of evolution
one hundred years ago, was operating under the assumption that the simple
cell really was simple. The cell is so complex, in fact, that one evolutionary
scientist said that any machine man has made, or ever will make, will never
compare in complexity. Thats quite a statement, given computers that can

process several million bits of information in a second or two.

Almost a Miracle

Crick never progressed very far in his probability test. His first question to
investigate was: What are the probabilities of a single molecule of DNA
coming into existence by chance? His conclusion: 0.0 percent chance,
even considering the supposed four-and-a-half-billion-year history of the
Earth. Crick wrote, “An honest man, armed with all the knowledge
available to us now, could only state that in some sense, the origin of life
appears at the moment to be almost a miracle.”l Despite more than
seventy-five years of teaching that life came into being through evolution,
Crick said that it could never have happened. Never. The idea that various
amino acids in the ocean got together in primordial slime and somehow
formed a single cell was preposterous. He was forced to conclude that life
came about by some other process. Thats when he developed the equally
absurd theory of panspermia, even though no scientific evidence existed

for such an idea. It was either that or believe in God.
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Consider that the average human body is comprised of 30 trillion
cells. Consider also how much information is stored in each cell. Dr.
Walter Brown points out, “The genetic information contained in each cell
of the human body is roughly equivalent to a library of 4,000 volumes.?2
As author Erwin Lutzer observes, “If we multiply that by 30 trillion, we
can begin to appreciate the complexity of a single human being.”3Yet Carl

Sagan saw no evidence for God in the universe!

Fat Chance

Sir Fred Hoyle is the second scientist | would like to consider. Hoyle, a
professor at Cambridge and one of the leading astronomers and scientists
of our time, decided to test the laws of probability even further. He wanted
to find out the probability ofjust one cell—notjust one strand of DNA—
coming into existence by chance.

To be fair, he even started his calculation with the supposed age of the
universe— 15 to 20 billion years, give or take a billion or so— rather than
the supposed age of the Earth, 4.5 billion. This was an enormous
advantage to the side of chance. On the other hand, because it was based
on the age of the universe, Hoyle could not resort to the theory of
panspermia, simply because there could be no advanced race outside of
the universe. This universe, for better or worse, is the only one we know
of. If an advanced race existed, it would have to be within the “confines”
of this universe.

Hoyle worked with another world-famous mathematician and astro-
physicist, Chandra Wickramasinghe, to calculate the probabilities. These
two great mathematical minds came up with this number of years for just
one simple cell to come into existence by chance: 1040000 (10 to the
40,000th power) years.4

Now, I'm sure most of us have no concept how large a number
IO40000 really is. Let me try to give you some perspective. One noted
Swiss mathematician, Lecomte duNouy, said that any number in which

the probabilities were greater than 10D would simply never happen, even
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cosmically.5sWhy did duNouy choose that particular figure? Because if we
counted all the electrons in this universe— the thing we have the most
of—the number of electrons would come to 1(P2. That would be counting
every electron in every planet, in every sun, in every galaxy So duNouy
assumed that, once something hit 1050, it simply was not going to
happen. Thats 1050, not 1040000. How big is 1040,000? Well, take all of the
electrons in the universe— 1052 power—and multiply it times ten,
making 1053. Multiply this by ten, making 1054. Keep multiplying this
way until you have reached 1040800. Its beyond our abilities to even
imagine. Thats how long it would take to produce one cell by chance. Can
evolution scientifically account for the creation of life? It gives new
meaning to the phrase “fat chance.”

Wickramasinghe states, “Living systems could not have been
generated by random processes, within a finite time-scale, in a finite
universe.”6Hoyle and Wickramasinghe, in fact, rejected evolution as the
source of life. Instead, they said that for any kind of life to exist anywhere
in the universe, it must be there by the hand of an eternally existent being
of infinite power, which, ifyou desire to, you may call God. These two scien-
tists concluded that if life cannot spontaneously begin, it must have a
creator. Hoyle, once an atheist, became a believer in God. What other
logical conclusion could he have come to?

How many millions of young people, sitting in our educational insti-
tutions, have been lied to and told that cells formed by mere chance? Just
place a couple of amino acids together, toss them into a primordial slime,
throw in some lightning or something, and BINGO! Instant life, instant
cells. I'm being facetious, of course, but isnt itjust about that ridiculous?
Such hypotheses show to what extent people will go to explain away the
existence of the Creator of life.

W ho Made God?

Gods existence is a fundamental issue. Yet once a person comes to believe

in God, other questions arise. What would such a Creator look like? What
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kind of character would He have? How could He, being eternal and
invisible, exist in time and space? Who made God? Because God is not
“altogether like us,” as the psalmist puts it, questions arise.

Often the first question, which is connected to the issue of eternity, is
Who made God?

A seminary professor 1 know once received a call from the mother of
a six-year-old boy who had asked that same question. The professor told
the woman, “Tell him that nobody made God. God has always existed and
always will.”

She responded by saying, “But he wont understand that. He is only
six years old.”

“Thats all right,” the professor told her. “He won't understand it when
hes sixty either, but it5 still true.”

Nobody made God. God is a self-existent being who has existed
eternally— always has and always will exist. Of course, the boys question
is asked from a human point of view, as a mere creature and not the
Creator. Everything that boy knew was made by someone. His father
made the boys tree house and built the doghouse. Some contractors built
their house. §9me people in Detroit made their car. Who made God? It
seemed a perfectly logical question for him.

Just because his question seems logical doesnt mean his mothers
answer would be illogical. To say that God is a self-existing, eternal being
is contrary to no laws of logic. Nothing is unreasonable or irrational about
that, unless we must suppose that everything is a creature such as we are.
Furthermore, nothing is unscientific about that view. The idea of an
eternally existing being violates no known scientific law. Rather, as Hoyle
and Wickramasinghe demonstrated, just the opposite is true. Not to

believe in God, given the reality of life in the universe, is irrational.

W hat Was God Doing Before He Created the Universe?

Young people are especially curious about this question. Have you ever

wondered what God was doing before He created the universe? Again,
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this question arises from our inability, stuck as we are in time and space,
to understand eternity. Still, it5 an interesting question.

Deuteronomy 29:29 tells us, “The secret things belong to the Lord
our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our
children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.” This, in a sense,
is a kind way of saying, “None of your business.” God has not chosen to
reveal everything to us— either about Himself or about His creation. Part
of this, no doubt, is because we, being finite, limited, and sinful, simply
could not comprehend all truth.

Yet these things are both true: God has existed eternally, and the
universe is finite in both space and time. Time as we know it was a part of
Gods creation. There was a time when there was no time, and there is
coming a time when the great angel of God will reach out his hand, take
hold of the wheel of time, and stop it. Then time shall be no more. What
existed before the universes creation we do not know, let alone what God
would choose to do before He unfurled the cosmos. Now, if we wanted to,
we could speculate. If we did, we should realize we are playing games and
we have no idea if anything we are saying is true.

If I were to speculate, the first thing | would consider is what God was
not doing. He was not sitting around twiddling His thumbs waiting for
you and me to come along to make life interesting. What in the world
(make that “nonworld”) could He have been doing? He could have been
creating other universes— billions and billions of universes, forever and
ever. We don't know that this is the first and only universe God ever
created. He hasn't seen fit to tell us about that. He may have been enjoying
relationships with His Son and the Holy Spirit, two infinitely wise and
eternal Beings.

You ask, "What would they have been talking about all this time?”
About an infinity of things. They would never run out of things to talk
about.

What was God doing before He created the universe? One theologian

responded to the question by saying, “He was creating hell for people who
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ask stupid questions like that.” That, of course, is the not the right answer
either.

Personally, | think God was busy In Deuteronomy 29:29 you will
notice what God determines to be important to us: the things that have
been revealed: ‘“but those things which are revealed belong to us and to

our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law.”

Rock Removal

Another question connected to one of Gods attributes— His omnipo-
tence— revolves around a paradox. Could God make a rock so big He
couldn’t move it? To me, this is like asking, “Did you drive to work today
or did you pack a lunch?”We are now in the territory of mind games, and
generally the skeptic who asks this question is more concerned with
creating confusion than in asking honest, searching questions about God.

Still, it5 provocative. The Bible says God can do all things and nothing
Is impossible for Him. If that is true, says this questioner, then can He
make a rock so big He can’t move it? The person has asked the question in
such a way that God loses regardless of the answer given. The problem,
then, is the question itself, which is designed to entrap. Furthermore, |
think we should remember thatjust because God can do all things doesnt
mean He will do them to prove His capabilities.

God will never do anything contrary to His own nature. So, when we
say God can do all things, we have a limited frame of reference. God can
do all things that are consonant with His nature. He can't tell a lie. He can't
sin, even though He is omnipotent. God can also choose to limit the
power He expresses. In light of the immense, complex, and powerful
cosmos He has created, are we not presumptuous to ask what He is

capable of?

The Trinity and Math

Heres another question that deals with Gods nature, but on a more

substantive level: How can God be three people and one at the same time?
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For many critics and skeptics, the biblical idea of the Trinity— God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit—is illogical. “Aha,” they say,
cominced they can prove our faith is out of the bounds of logic. “Three
Gods do not make or equal one God. One plus one plus one does not
equal one.” They look at you with the same smug, confident glance as a
boxer who has thrown a knockout blow. They wait for you to drop to your
knees for the count of ten.

Is the idea of the Trinity really illogical? On the surface, of course, it
seems to violate simple arithmetic, a most basic law of logic. Let’s test it

on a deeper level. Remember the law of noncontradiction that | wrote

about in the last chapter? “A” cannot be “A” and “non-A” at the same
time and in the same sense. This is a relevant test to apply to the idea of
the Trinity. Christians do not believe, as cultists like the Jehovah’s
Witnesses try to make the naive think, that one God plus one God plus
one God equals one God. The doctrine of the Trinity says there is in the
one essence or substance of the deity three personalities: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, who exist at the same time forever. They are
not three and one in the same sense. They are three persons but only
one essence.

The doctrine of the Trinity, though a deep mystery, is not a contradic-
tion. It does not violate the law of noncontradiction. Its reasonable and
rational. One times one times one equals one.

The Bible certainly teaches there is one God. “Hear, O Israel: The
Lord our God, the Lord is one!” (Deuteronomy 6:4). “There is one God,”
says Paul in 1 Timothy 2:5. “l am the Lord, and there is no other; there is
no God besides Me” says the Holy Spirit through Isaiah (Isaiah 45:5a).

Though there is but one God, and we are monotheists and not trithe-
ists (who believe in three Gods), the Bible clearly reveals the Fathers
personality, then it reveals the Son’ personality, and then it reveals the
Holy Spirits personality. These three different personalities exist at the
same time within the one essence of the Godhead.

The law of noncontradiction has not been violated, and our one God,
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in the forms of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, has not been

proved unworthy of belief because of a fatal flaw of logic.

Attributes Made Visible

How do we know what God looks like? The evidence of His characteris-
tics— and even for His existence—are all around us. Why then do so
many question who He is? Why do so many— even rather learned men,
some with many degrees following their names— deny God exists? |

believe the answer is found in Pauls epistle to the Romans:

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodli-
ness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, because what may be known of God is manifest
in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation of
the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful,
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like
corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and

creeping things. (Romans 1:18-23)

It is not just from creation that we know about God. We know about
Him from His revealed Word, the Bible, which we already have seen to be a
reliable and trustworthy document. We know about Him through the life
and teaching of His Son, Jesus Christ. Therein lies another problem for the
skeptic. Lately, he and his fellow doubters have made it near fashionable to
guestion not only the deity oflesus, but also whether He actually existed.

Did Jesus Christ really live on planet Earth? Was He, as He claimed,

the Son of God?






CHAPTEHR 6

10 Jesus
L Ive?

For we did notfollow cunningly devisedfables when we made known toyou
the power and coming of our LordJesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
2 Peter 1:16

uldn’t believe it. | thought | had heard it all.
Then one day a member of my congregation told me about a five-
ar-old neighbor who had just attended the first day of kindergarten
in a public school. The teacher supposedly told the class, “No one can
know for sure whether Jesus ever really lived.” Its not clear whether the
teacher actually said this or not, but what is clear is that the five-year-old
was convinced Jesus’ existence was in doubt— because the teacher said
s0.
Despite what some kindergarten teachers may say, Jesus Christs
historicity is well documented. We can reconstruct the highlights of

Christs life through non-Christian writers of the first century.l1

“Isn’t Jesus Just a Myth?”

Sometimes otherwise intelligent people doubt that Jesus ever lived. Even
though virtually no historians would deny Jesus’ existence, these people
are often heard asking, “Isn‘tJesus just a myth?”

Second Peter 1:16 says Christians do not follow “cunningly devised

fables.” The word for “fable” here is the Greek word muthos, from which

i
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“myth”is derived. A myth or fable is something existing only in the imagi-
nation, something that isn’t historically true. By asking ifJesus is a myth,
people are staking claim to the possibility that He never existed.

Bertrand Russell, a famous philosopher of this century, often made
outrageous statements, without a shred of proof, that Jesus probably
didn’t exist. Another recent skeptic of Jesus’ existence is the atheist
Madalyn Murray O’Hair. Without any credentials— she is not a historian,
philosopher, or scholar— she publicly questioned whether Jesus lived.

So how do you deal with the question “Isn’tJesus a myth?” First, you
might want to go on the counteroffensive. “Thats a very interesting
opinion,” you might begin. “l suppose you know virtually no historian in
the world today would put his reputation on the line by stating that. The
evidence for Christs existence is so overwhelming, they wouldn’t dare

qguestion it. Did you know that?”

Biblical Testimony

There is, first of all, the evidence of the Bible. The twenty-seven books of
the New Testament and a great deal of Old Testament prophecy (much of
which was fulfilled with Christs first coming) speak powerfully and with
one voice aboutJesus. Nowhere does the Bible sayJesus was a myth.

If the skeptic argues that the Bible can’t be trusted, | hope you would
now be able to provide ample evidence, based on what you learned in the
first section of this book, of why the Bible is a credible, trustworthy, and
uniquely qualified book. In particular, you need to remember the law of
evidence introduced by the great law-and-evidence expert, Simon
Greenleaf: “Every document apparently ancient, coming from the proper
repository or custody, and bearing on its face no evident marks of forgery,
the law presumes to be genuine and devolves on the opposing party the
burden of proving it to be otherwise.”2The Bibles testimony aboutJesus is
certainly nothing to be dismissed.

Some, of course, would argue that the Bible is not objective in its

presentation of Jesus—that it is slanted by the writers, who were all
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believers. Yet at the same time, these writers were recording history, what
happened in that tumultuous first century. Isnt it interesting that we often
accept other historians’ writings without question, but if those historians
happen to be Christian, they are somehow not as trustworthy

These historians of the twenty-seven New Testament books are
uniquely trustworthy They have, in a sense, been cross-examined like no
other historians in history. They have been cross-examined with the
sword, torch, whip, heated iron, and cruel cross. They have been tortured
as no other historian has ever been tortured before or since. Their testimony
has stood the test. These men deserve our belief more than any historian
who has never endured such a test of credibility.

Far from presenting Jesus as a mythical figure, the New Testament
writers emphasized Jesus’ flesh-and-bone existence. Frequently, they
make mention that they were eyewitnesses of Christ. They listened to Him
talk. They touched Him. They ate meals with Him. They knew Him well.

He was by no means a myth to them.

Nonbiblical Testimony

The Bible is not the only testimony to Jesus Christs having lived. You
probably have heard someone say, ‘“Well, after all, we don’t know anything
about Jesus except what we get in the Bible, and thats obviously unreli-
able.” He or she may go on to claim that little or no evidence for Jesus
comes from outside the Bible.

That simply is not true. There are, very clearly, at least nineteen early
pagan writers who refer to Jesus Christ as an actual, real-life, historical
figure: Tacitus, a great historian of Rome; Suetonius, also a historian; Pliny
the Younger, one of the leaders of the Roman Empire; Epictetus; Lucian;
Aristides; Galenus; Lampridius; Dio Cassius; Emeritus; Annianus (or
Anianus); Marcellinus; Eunapius; and Zosimus. Some wrote entire works
about Jesus, such as Lucian, Celsus (the first great antagonist, who wrote
a whole book attacking Christianity), Porphyry, Hieracles, and Julian the
Apostate.
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Tacitus was the most famous of the Roman historians. Bom in A.D.
55— in the middle of the New Testament period— he gives a thorough

account of Christianity, which includes these facts:

= Christ, the founder of the Christian sect, was put to death as a
malefactor by Pontius Pilate;

e Christianity began in Judea and spread in spite of Christs
ignominious death;

e Christianity encountered hatred and contempt throughout the
Roman Empire, and vast multitudes of Christians were cruelly put
to death in Rome at the hands of Nero as late as A.D. 64;

= The Jerusalem temple was destroyed, and the Jewish people were
subjugated, which was a fulfillment of Christs prophecy. (Josephus

also wrote of these events.)

Further Testimony from Pagan Sources

Pliny the Younger, a contemporary of Tacitus, wrote a letter to the
emperor, Trajan, in AD. 112. In his letter, Pliny expressed near panic. The
spread of Christianity in Asia Minor, he reported, was happening at an
astonishingly rapid rate among all ranks of society. He made mention of
both the moral purity and the cruel persecution of these Christians. He
also observed several of their beliefs, including their worship on the first
day of the week and their adoration ofJesus Christ as God.3

Trajan, in his reply to Plinys letter, remarked on the innocence of
these Christians. He could see they were breaking no law, except in
neglecting the worship of Roman gods, and he charged Pliny not to
persecute these Christians.

Many writers don'’t take such a factual orjust view of early Christians.
Celsus, the first great anti-Christian writer, penned the second-century
book A True Discourse, dismissing Christianity. A Greek philosopher,
Celsus ruthlessly ridiculed the Christian faith. Using his considerable gifts

of learning, philosophy, common sense, wit, sarcasm, and a dramatically
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animated style, he sought to disprove Christianity Celsus combined a
hatred ofJudaism, contempt for heathenism, and an anticipation of most
of the later deists’ and naturalists’ arguments.

Even Celsus, who despised Christianity, never considered claiming
thatJesus Christ did not live. We can find no evidence, in fact, that anyone
in the first few centuries after Christ even once questioned whether Jesus
Christ was an actual, historical person. Only during the last few centuries,
with the rise of modem skeptical philosophy, was the question first put

forth that Jesus might be a myth.

Ridiculed but Real

Celsus bears witness to the antiquity of the apostolic writings and
furnishes strong arguments against modem mythical and legendary biog-
raphers ofJesus. Celsus refers to the Gospels of Matthew, Luke, and John
and, in all, makes eighty allusions to quotations from the New Testament.
Here are some of the particulars Celsus wrote about the Christian beliefin

Jesus Christ:

= He was bom of a virgin in a small village ofJudea;

= He was adored by wise men;

= His birth was followed by the slaughter of infants by order of Herod,;

= He took flight to Egypt, where Celsus supposes Christ learned the
charms of the magicians;

= After returning, He resided in Nazareth;

= He was baptized and the Holy Spirit descended on Him as a voice
was heard from heaven;

= He elected disciples;

= He was a friend with publicans and other low people;

= He cured the lame and blind;

= He raised people from the dead;

= He was betrayed by Judas;

« He was denied by Peter.
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In addition, Celsus refers to several details of Christs passion, cruci-
fixion, and resurrection. Although he perverts and bends these historical
realities, he does regard them all as history. He does not, in any way, paint
Jesus Christ as a mythological figure. If Celsus were trying to disparage the
Christian faith, wouldn't it have been easy for him to write as Russell or
O’Hair would say in the twentieth century: “Ha, the whole thing is a myth.
Jesus never lived. We don’t want to take any of it seriously’? Celsus, anti-
Christian as he was, knew he couldn’t be intellectually credible and get
away with such a statement. Although he rejected the Christian faith, he

regarded Jesus Christ as a historical person.

Jewish Accounts

Pagan writers weren't the only ones outside the Christian faith to acknowl-
edge Christs historical reality. Several Jewish writings also tell of His
flesh-and-blood existence. Both of the Gemaras of the Talmud refer to
Jesus. Although these consist of only a few brief, bitter passages intended
to discountlJesus’ deity, these very earlyJewish writings don’t begin to hint

that He was not a historical person. According to the Gemara, Jesus:

= was the illegitimate son of Mary, whom they fancy was a hairdresser,
and a man variously called Panthera;

= learned magical arts in Egypt, practiced them in Palestine, and
therefore seduced and instigated the Israelites to rebellion;

= was crucified on the day preceding the Passover.

Of course, these are obvious perversions of the truths taught in the
Bible, but all these items and others are mentioned in both of the
Gemaras, the second part of the Jewish Talmud.

Flavius Josephus was the most highly reputed Jewish historian. Born
in A.D. 37, shortly after Christs death, he wrote about theJews’ history and
wars. He also was a general in the Jewish army. In The Antiquities of the

Jews, book 18, chapter 3, section 3, he writes: “About this time livedJesus,
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a wise man, if it be proper to call him a man, for he was a doer of
wonderful works, a teacher of such men as received the truth with
pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the
Greeks. He was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the instigation of the prin-
cipled men among us, had condemned him to the cross, those who had
loved him at first, did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again
on the third day, the divine prophets having foretold these and many other
wonderful things concerning him. The sect of Christians so named after
him are not extinct to this day.”4

This passage is attacked viciously by skeptics. Why would Josephus,
a general and aJewish priest, ever write something like this? Therefore,
they reason, it must be an interpolation, inserted into The Antiquities of the
Jews by some Christian writer at a later date. Yet not a strand of evidence
backs up this idea. Every single manuscript of The Antiquities of the Jews,
without exception, contains that passage. Therefore, those who object to
it can do so only based on their subjective and emotional hatred of what
Josephus said.

The evidence is all on Christianitys side. Lets take a tally: twenty-
seven books of the New Testament, nineteen pagan writers, and three
Jewish writers testify to Jesus Christs historical reality. Christians, indeed,
did not follow a cunningly devised fable, but a real person. There were, as
the Bible proclaims, eyewitnesses to His majesty. That historical fact is at
the very foundation of the faith we hold.

So, when someone claims that Jesus was just a myth, don’t panic. All
you have to do is smile confidently, chuckle, and say, “You really aren’t

aware of the facts, are you? Let me enlighten you a little bit.”

Severely Tested

One of the greatest historians of this century, Will Durant, is well
respected by believers and unbelievers alike. To my knowledge, he was
not a Christian. He wrote a classic, multivolume history of the world titled

The Story of Civilization. In his third volume, Caesar and Christ, Durant
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effectively puts the matter of Christs historicity to rest: “The contradic-
tions [in the gospels] are of minutiae, not substance; in essentials the
synoptic gospels agree remarkably well, and form a consistent portrait of
Christ. In the enthusiasm of its discoveries the Higher Criticism has
applied to the New Testament tests of authenticity so severe that by them
a hundred ancient worthies— e.g., Hammurabi, David, Socrates— would
fade into legend.’s

In short, no scholar worthy of the name doubts whether Jesus of

Nazareth did indeed exist.



CHAPTEHR 7

Was Jesus God?

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

John 1:1-5

ood at the door, knocking. It was the home of alJehovahs Witness. A

ghtly different spin, | thought to myself. | wondered how many times

iIs had happened to them—to have a slightly obnoxious person on
their porch.

| was a little upset; | wanted to get something straight. A woman who
attends our church had told me that aJehovahs Witness had visited her,
and that the woman claimed she knew what John 1:1 meant in the
original Greek— the verse that most Christians interpret, “And the Word
was with God.” The Jehovahs Witnesses will tell you, as did this woman,
that there is no definite article in the Greek, and therefore it should be
translated, “a god.” Having studied Greek, | knew this to be untrue.

The woman opened the door. We began to talk, and soon we started
to discuss Christs deity. | told her, of course, that I believed Jesus Christ
was God. She replied exactly how | expected her to— how, in fact, she had
been trained to respond. “Oh, no, the Bible never teaches that,” she said. |
could see her lining upJohn 1:1 in her brain, ready to spring the trap.

| beat her to her own text. “Well, the Bible says, In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

19
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To which, of course, she said, “Oh, well, it doesn’t say that in the
Greek.”

| looked at this woman with a sad smile. She likely had never studied
Greek, and here she was telling people what the original Greek in the New
Testament said. “Is that right?” | asked.

“Oh, yes, it doesn't say that in the Greek,” she repeated, a little more
forcibly.

“Well, I'm just amazed,” | said to her. “l always thought it said ‘En
arche en ho logos, kai ho logos en pros ton theon, kai theos en ho logos.

Needless to say, she seemed a bit shocked. “What?”

“Well, Ijust happened to bring along my Greek New Testament, and
| was hoping you could show me where my error in interpretation is.
Could you do that for me?”

She took my Greek New Testament and, as God is my witness, she
opened it up, looked at it and said, “What is this?”

“That’s the Greek New Testament,” | told her, “and you were going to
show me where it says thatJesus isnt God.”

“What is this?” she repeated.

“That is the Greek New Testament.”

She turned it upside down, as if by staring at it from a new angle she
might get some clue. “What is it?” she asked again.

“That is the Greek New Testament, and you were going to show me
something in there.”

Then—and | am not making this up— she turned it on its side and
tried to read it that way. “What is this?”

“My dear lady, that is the New Testament in the original Greek
language, and you were telling me what it said. | would like for you to
show me where it says in the Greek that Jesus Christ was not God. You
have been going all around the neighborhood telling people what the
Greek New Testament says, so |just thought you might show me where it

says that.”

Well, she had no more knowledge of the Greek language than a fish
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does of the desert. She was simply parroting what she had been told. She
might as well have been saying, “Polly wants a cracker.” (Maybe they
could teach her to say it in Greek.)

The Jehovahs Witnesses, as well as other cults, usually rely on indoc-
trination to pass along their religion. The reason is simple: If they let their
people study Gods Word as it really is, their whole movement would
disintegrate. In fact, at the center of most cults that spring from
Christianity is the central heresy that Jesus was not God.

The Jehovahs Witnesses even have a tract they hand out that says,
“One plus one plus one equals three, not one.” Therefore, Christians are
illogical and contradictory when they believe in God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Yet, as we have seen, a belief in the Trinity
does not violate the law of noncontradiction: “A” cannot be “A”and “nhon-

A’ at the same time and in the same sense.

The Son of Whom?

Still, the idea that Jesus is God has tripped up a number of people. The
Pharisees’ primary accusation of Jesus was that He had blasphemed by
claiming to be God. Steeped in Deuteronomy 6:4— “Hear, O Israel: The

Lord our God, the Lord IS one’

most of the Jewish religious leaders
couldn’t imagine the possibility of a Son of God, let alone the Holy Spirit.
Blasphemy was the official charge they placed on Jesus when they sought
His execution.

The Pharisees, at the very least, had no doubts as to whether Jesus
claimed to be God. That was the very thing that offended them. These
pious Pharisees, then, are very different from many modern skeptics, for
today its chic to charge: “Well, after all, Jesus never claimed to be God.”

There is a certain element of truth in this skeptical view. Jesus did not
begin His ministry by claiming to be God. If you think about it, doesn't
that make sense? Suppose Jesus, still wet from His baptism, walked into
the temple and said, “l am the Messiah. | am your God. Fall down and

worship Me.” What do you think would have happened?
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We would have had a premature crucifixion, and Jesus Christ would
have had no ministry. All of His marvelous teaching would never have
happened. Christ needed to start out by concealing, to some degree, His
identity. He had to wait until the appropriate time, the time when His
hour finally had come.

Yet even in the early part of His ministry, Christ did make some claims
to divinity When He was talking to the Samaritan woman at the well, His
claim was direct. “The woman said to Him, ‘1 know that Messiah is
coming’ (who is called Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things.’
Jesus said to her, ‘1 who speak to you am He’” (John 4:25-26).

Now, that is about as clear-cut a statement as possibly could be made.
So, why did He proclaim His identity to this woman? Think about it. Do
you think she was going to have Him crucified? Was He in Jerusalem,
where the scribes, Pharisees, and priests resided? No, He was in Samaria
where neither a scribe nor a Pharisee would place one toe. That left Jesus
free to make His messianic claim clear.

When Jesus was among the Jews, He both concealed and tantalized.
They would, in fact, often ask, “Come out and tell us plainly: Are you or
are you not the Christ?”Jesus would say something like, “I've already told
you, and you didn’t believe me.” So He never would quite say. Not until
the end of His ministry didJesus make outright claims to the Jews that He,
indeed, was the Son of God.

A Gentleman of the Strictest Order

Yet in so many ways Jesus claimed divinity without spelling it out. At one

time or another, for example, He claimed all the attributes of Deity:

Omnipresence

In Matthew 18:20, He said, “For where two or three are gathered together in
My name, | am there in the midst of them.” In Matthew 28:19-20, He states,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations...and lo, I am with you

always, even to the end of the age.” Many Christians have staked their lives
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on the trustworthiness of Christs omnipresence. David Livingstone plunged
into the deepestjungles of Africa on the promise of those verses. He said it
was the word of a gentleman of the strictest order. Its even more than that;
it5 clearly a declaration of omnipresence. It5 a statement of being God.

In Jesus’ meeting with Nicodemus, He also claimed omnipresence.
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven,
that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven” (John 3:13). While talking to
Nicodemus, Jesus was inJerusalem, but He declared He was in heaven at

the same time. So Christ clearly declared He was omnipresent.

Eternality

InJohn 6:62, Jesus says, “What then if you should see the Son of Man
ascend where He was before?” He says inJohn 16:28, “l came forth from
the Father and have come into the world. Again, | leave the world and go
to the Father” and inJohn 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify Me together

with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You before the world was.

These statements are clear claims of deity.

Omniscience

Several times, Jesus spoke of His ability to know everything. In Matthew
11:27b, He said, “No one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does
anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills
to reveal Him.” In Revelation 2:23b, He said, “1 am He who searches the
minds and hearts.” In Matthew 24:35, He was recorded as saying, "Heaven
and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”

The Lord Jesus knows all things, including our hearts. Christ clearly

claimed to have all knowledge, an attribute residing only in deity.

Omnipotence

InJohn 5:21, “For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even
so the Son gives life to whom He will.” InJohn 10:30, He said, “l and My

Father are one.”
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The Ruler of Angels

In Matthew 13:41, Jesus said, “The Son of Man shall send out His angels.”

The Judge

In Matthew 25:31-32, 46, Jesus states, “When the Son of Man comes in
His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit upon the
throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He
will separate them one from another.... And these will go away into ever-
lasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” “For the Father
judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22).
According to these passages, the divine prerogative of judgment,
which the Old Testament repeatedly declares to be Gods, now belongs to
God the Son. All nations will come before Him, and Christ will declare
who goes to heaven and who goes to hell. If that is not a claim of deity, |

don’t know what is.

Allows Himself to be called God

InJohn 20:28, we read, “And Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My
Lord and my God!”” As aJew, Thomas is making a clear reference to Jesus
as the Lord and the God. There is no mistaking his intention. (In the

Greek, Thomas is calling Jesus “the Lord of me and the God of me.”)

Forgiver of sins

The Old Testament made it clear that only God has the power to forgive
sins. YetJesus claimed that power. Luke 7:48 records Jesus’ response to a
sinful woman. “Then He said to her, Your sins are forgiven.”” In Matthew
9:2 Jesus heals the paralytic: “Then behold, they brought to Him a
paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the
paralytic, ‘Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”” Clearly, the
Jewish leaders knew Jesus was claiming the right of deity when He said He
could forgive sins.

When Mark recounts this story, he writes, “Some of the scribes were
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sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, Why does this Man speak blas-
phemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”” (Mark 2:6-7).
Again, in Matthew 9:3b-6, the religious leaders are aghast: “This Man blas-
phemes!’ ButlJesus, knowing their thoughts, said \..Which is easier, to say,
“Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, “Arise and walk’? But that you may
know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins’; then He said

to the paralytic, ‘Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

Lord of the Sabbath

To the Jews, the Sabbath was very important. They were Sabbatarians of
the strictest kind. Jesus, however, said, “For the Son of Man is Lord even
of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8). It5 incredible for anyone to claim he is
Lord of any day: “l am the Lord of Tuesday,” but Jesus declared He was
Lord of the Sabbath, which until Christs resurrection was the seventh day.

Now, since then, it is the first day of the week.

Sinlessness

In Romans 3:23, the Bible clearly states that all men are sinners: “For all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Nonetheless, Jesus said in
John 8:46, “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” Throughout the Bible,

those who knew Him best concluded He was without sin.

Preexistence

In John 8:56-58, Jesus startled the Jews by another outrageous claim:
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.’
Then the Jews said to Him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You
seen Abraham?’Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, | say to you, before
Abraham was, | AM.””

The Jews, of course, did not smile and say, “Thats nice.” Instead, they
picked up stones to kill Him, which was the official Old Testament
punishment for blasphemy. The Jews were quite familiar with God} iden-

tifying Himself to Moses as “l AM” (Exodus 3:14), and now, here wasJesus
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referring to Himself as I AM. The ruling Jews understood that He was
claiming to be God.

When Jesus asked them for which good deed they were stoning Him,
they replied, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy,

and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God” (John 10:33).

“Okay, 'm God?”

Jesus, however, didn’t always beat around the bush, making indirect
claims of deity. Sometimes, especially near the end of His ministry, He
came straight out and said, “Okay, I'm God.” Although that is a bit of a
paraphrase, Jesus clearly did state that He is the very manifestation of
the Father. InJohn 14:9, He said: “Have | been with you so long, and yet
you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father.”

What a statement! “If you have seen Me, you have seen God.” Would
you make a claim like that? Of course not. That is blasphemy or insanity,
but Jesus declared it.

Jesus also claimed to be the Son of God even under oath. Listen to
these claims. InJohn 5:25 He said, “Most assuredly, | say to you, the hour
is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God; and those who hear will live.” While under oath and responding to
the high priest, who asked, “’Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’
Jesus said, ‘Il am’ (Mark 14:61-62a).

Keep in mind the stakes at this point. Jesus knew that if He said He
was the Son of God, the Jews would understand He was claiming deity.
That meant certain death. Yet under oath, Jesus said, “l am.” That is as
clear a claim of deity as you could possibly have.

He didn’t leave it at that, however. He went on to say, “And you will
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming with
the clouds of heaven” (Mark 14:62). Then again, “Do you say of Him

whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are bias-
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pheming,’ because | said, ‘1 am the Son of God? If | do not do the works
of My Father, do not believe Me” (John 10:36-37).

Bolstering His Position

Jesus Christ clearly claimed to be divine, and His position is offered
considerable support by the remainder of the New Testament. Over and
over again it states thatJesus is God. One of the central facts of the Bible is
thatJesus is God. Scores of texts, both in Old Testament prophecy and in
New Testament doctrine, proclaim His divinity. A few of the claims

include;

e “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given [did you notice
that a “child” is bom, a “son” is given?].... And His name will be
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6). This baby
who would be bom, the Son who is given, is the mighty God.

= “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the
thousands ofJudah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One
to be Ruler in Israel, Whose goings forth are from of old, from
everlasting” (Micah 5:2). This baby born in Bethlehem has existed
and has been going forth from everlasting, from eternity.

« “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.... All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 1:1,3).

= “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” (John
1:14).

= “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).

= “And Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!"
(John 20:28).
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e “For in Him. dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”
(Colossians 2:9). Jesus was the image of the invisible God. Have you
ever noticed the one divine attribute in the New Testament that is
not attributed to Christ is invisibility? The Father is invisible; so the
Son is the visible image of the Father.

= Lest we forget perhaps the most ringing endorsement of all, even
God refers to Jesus as Son and as God, “But to the Son He [God]
says, Your throne, O God, is forever and ever” (Hebrews 1:8a). The

Father calls the Son “God” in this verse.

The Exclamation Point

Christs resurrection serves as the exclamation point of His claim to
divinity. In rising from the dead, He declared Himself the Son of God with
power: “No one takes it [My life] from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again” (John
10:18).

Jesus’ claims to deity are overwhelming. Therefore, we must decide if
He was crazy, or a deceiver, or telling the truth.

Was He a lunatic?

A liar?

Or, as He claimed, Lord?

C. S. Lewis, the great scholar and Christian writer, put it so well: “A
man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would
not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic— on a level with
the man who says he is a poached egg— or else he would be the Devil of
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of
God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a
fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His
feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patron-

iIsing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that
open to us. He did not intend to.”1
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Christs
urprising Character
Witnesses

‘Behold, I make all things new.”

Revelation 21:5

t5 suppose you are on trial. The question put forth to the jury is

imple: Has the defendant had a positive impact on the world?

As you sit behind the table, hoping that your five-hundred-dollar-
an-hour lawyer is as good as he charges, you begin to sweat a little.
Actually, a lot. In your mind, you start to stack up all your good little
deeds: giving a one-hundred-dollar check to that starving little boy in
Haiti— ahh, what was his name again? Or the time you told your wife she
was lovely even though her hair looked liked Einsteins. What about that
time when you saved that woman from drowning (at least you are pretty
sure she wouldn’t have made it to the shore).

As your mind races furiously, your lawyer winks at you, points to a
group of scowling men and women, then whispers in your ear, “Here are
your character witnesses.” As your eyes move down the line of people,
you gasp in horror. These people are your worst enemies!

Theres Rick, whom you once called ajerk. Susan, whom you beat out
of a promotion with some carefully placed words. Grant, who used to be
your best friend, but whom you stopped seeing when he became such a

whiner after his divorce. Oh no! Theres your former boss, who thinks you
89
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were stealing office supplies from the company. Beside him is your former
girlfriend, Allison, whom you dumped in tenth grade. (She went on to
join a convent, but it doesn't look as if it has softened her attitude toward
you any.) Sitting next to her is Nancy, the waitress at the D & D Diner,
whom you stiff with your tip every lunch.

By now, the sweat is dripping off your forehead, running down your
nose, and pooling on a pile of papers that your lawyer has sitting on the
table. You begin to imagine how you would look in black-and-white
stripes, going by the name “17938329.” In a panic, you rise from your seat
and scream at the judge, "Guilty! I'm guilty! Take me to my cell, sentence
me to the electric chair. Just don't make me sit through this trial!”

The judge, who has been reading some official documents with his
back to you, swivels in his chair at the sound of your outburst and looks
at you. With horror, you realize it's your neighbor— the one whose dog

you ran over with your carjust last week.

The Enemies’ Testimony

Can you imagine such a thing—being judged by your worst enemies?
Well, in this chapter, that is what | propose to do. Not regarding your life,
mind you, butJesus Christ's. To show how great He was, I'm going to look
at testimonies from some of His worst enemies through the last two
thousand years: a rationalist philosopher, a couple of famous evolution-
ists, a brilliant journalist, a world-renowned economist, a religious
skeptic, and a famous science-fiction writer and Hollywood director. All
of these men, mind you, were far from believers in Jesus Christ. In fact,
most of them spent a good deal of their lives in active skepticism. Yet,
amazingly, when you consider what they said aboutJesus— His impact on
history* and the Bible's contributions to life— they tell a powerful story of a
singularly great Person and a singularly great book.

As we have seen, some skeptics— and these are certainly farm-league
skeptics— do not believe Jesus ever lived. Or, like Madalyn Murray

O Hair, they spend their lives vacillating between the idea that He never
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existed and the notion that yes, He did once live, but He was a terrible
person who left a blight and a scourge on the world.

The greatest skeptics— at least the semihonest ones— have had
enough sense to not only sayJesus lived, but also to acknowledge that He
was the single greatest human being to walk the planet. Their verdict is
unanimous: This One who was bom in obscurity, who lived in poverty,
and who died in agony, became the most important influence in the
world, the greatest personage who ever lived. This One has influenced the

world for good more than all of the philosophers and moralists combined.

An lIldeal Character

Our first witness is William H. Lecky, one of the leading historians of the
last century and author of The History and Rise and Influence of the Spirit of
Rationalism in Europe. Clearly, this book was not a bastion of Christian
dogma. Lecky spent his life advancing the cause of rationalism, attacking
Christianity, and disbelieving Christ and the supernatural. Yet read what
Lecky has to say about Christ and Christianity: “It was reserved for
Christianity to present to the world an ideal character, which through all
of the changes of eighteen centuries has inspired the heans of men with an
impassioned love, has shown itself capable of acting on all ages, nations,
temperaments, and conditions, and has been not only the highest pattern
of virtue, but also the strongest incentive to its practice, and has exercised
so deep an influence that it may truly be said that the simple record of
three short years of active life has done more to regenerate and soften
mankind than all of the dispositions of philosophers and exhortations of
moralists.”]

This statement comes from the staunchest of unbelievers. Can you
think of one of your enemies who would say something even sort of nice
about you?

m he testimonies ofJesus’ foes go on and on. Actually, many of these
people spent their younger and middle-age years exconating the Bible and

dismissing Jesus Christ. When they reached their more mature years,
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however, they reflected on what Christ has accomplished and became
most vocal in their praise of Him.

John Stuart Mill is such a man. Perhaps the most influential and
respected economist in the eighteenth century, he was considered by
many to be one of the most brilliant men of history. Mill in his younger
years often spoke with disdain about Christ, Christianity, and the Bible.
Yet listen to what he believed aboutJesus’ character: “Christ is still left—a
unique figure, not more unlike all of his precursors than all his followers,
even those who had the direct benefit of his personal teaching. It is of no
use to say that Christ, as exhibited in the Gospel, is not historical and that
we know not how much of what is admirable has been added by the
tradition of his followers.... Who among his disciples, or among their
proselytes, was capable of inventing the sayings ascribed to Jesus or of
imagining the life and character revealed in the Gospels? Certainly not the
fishermen of Galilee.”2

To this Mill adds: “When this preeminent genius is combined with the
gualities of probably the greatest moral reformer and martyr to that
mission who has ever existed on earth, religion cannot be said to have
made a bad choice in pitching on this man as the ideal representative and
guide of humanity; nor even now would it be easy, even for an unbeliever,
to find a better translation of the rule of virtue from the abstract into the
concrete than to endeavor to so live that Christ would approve our life.”3

Mill never made the slightest profession of faith in Christ. In light of
that, his words are puzzling. Yet they indicate how minds that are deep

and powerful are forced at length to concede Jesus’ greatness.

They Forget

Or consider one of the most influential men to live in the last few
centuries: Charles Darwin. Darwin, as you know, developed the theory of
evolution, which has had an enormous impact on the way humans not
only look at their origins, but also how they understand life and reality.

Darwin once made a profession of faith in Christ, only later to abandon
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Christianity completely At one point, he made the statement that he could
not understand how anyone could ever believe, or even imagine them-
selves to believe, in either Jesus Christ or the Bible.

Yet read the words he penned for a newspaper in London: “They
forget or will not remember those who minimize the work of missionaries
in pagan countries. They forget or will not remember that human sacri-
fices and the power of an idolatrous priesthood; a system of profligacy
unparalleled in another part of the world; infanticide, a consequent of that
system; bloody wars where conquerors spared neither women or
children— that all of these have been abolished in these savage islands.
And that dishonesty and temperance and licentiousness have been greatly
reduced by Christianity. In a voyager, to forget these things is base ingrati-
tude. For should he chance to be at the point of shipwreck on some
unknown coast, he will most devoutly pray that the lesson of the
missionary may have reached thus far.”4

At another time, Darwin wrote: “The lesson of the missionary is the
‘enchanters wand.” The house has been built, the windows framed, the
fields plowed, and even the trees grafted by the New Zealander. The
march of improvement consequent on the introduction of Christianity
throughout the seas probably stands by itself in the records of history.”>

What an incredible statement from someone who believes in evolution,
a theory that maintains humanity constantly is progressing toward greater
and more wondrous things. Even with the passing of two thousand years,

Darwin said there has yet to be a replacement forJesus Christs character.

Seriously Perplexed

Then there was Darwins contemporary, his “bulldog” as it were, the man
who did the most to popularize Darwins theory: Thomas Huxley. As we
saw earlier, Huxley was the first to coin the word agnostic, which is what
he claimed to be. Huxley spent several years debating with bishops and
theologians. He was opposed to most aspects of Christianity. Yet, wnting

in 1870 for the Contemporary Review, he penned these amazing words:
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| have always been strongly in favor of secular education, in the
sense of education without theology But | must confess that |
have been no less seriously perplexed to know by what practical
measures the religious feeling, which is the essential basis of
conduct, was to be kept up in the present utterly chaotic state of
opinion on these matters without the use of the Bible. The pagan
moralists lack life and color, take the Bible as a whole, make the
severest deductions which bare criticism can dictate, and there
still remains a vast residuum of moral beauty and grandeur. By the
study of what other book could children be so much humanized
and made to feel that each figure in that vast historical procession
fills, like themselves, but a momentary space in the interval
between two eternities and earns the blessing or curses of all time,

according to its efforts to do good and evil?6

Huxley later chastised a fellow philosopher who debunked the Bible,
telling the man he was putting on display his “conceited ignorance.” (I
guarantee that whatever you learned about Huxley in school, you didnt
learn that.) Huxley went even further in his praise of the Bible: “The Bible
has been the ‘magna carta’ of the poor and the oppressed down to modem
times. No state has had a constitution in which the interest of the people
are so largely taken into account, in which the duties so much more than
the privileges of rulers are insisted upon as that drawn up for Israel.
Nowhere is the fundamental truth that the welfare of this state in the long
run depends upon the uprightness of the citizen so strongly laid down. |
do not believe that the human race is yet and possibly never will be in a
position to dispense with the Bible.””7

Consider another voluble skeptic, George Romanes. He wrote many
articles against Christianity during his lifetime. Shortly before his death,
he reflected on matters moral and religious and wrote a book, which was
published posthumously, titled Thoughts on Religion. Note Romanes?s

telling observation: “Not only is Christianity thus so immeasurably in
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advance of all other religions, it is no less so of every other system of
thought that has ever been promulgated in regard to all that is moral and
spiritual. Whether it be true or false, it is certain that neither philosophy,
science, nor poetry has ever produced results in thought, conduct, or
beauty in any degree to be compared with it. It is the greatest exhibition of
the beautiful, the sublime, and all else that appeals to our spiritual nature
which has ever been known upon our earth. What has all the science or
all the philosophy of the world done for the thought of mankind to be
compared with this one doctrine— God is love?”8

Christs transformation of much of humanity has not escaped the

notice of this skeptic.

A Penniless Preacher

Moving into the twentieth century, let us consider one of the most famous
historians, writers, and skeptics of the first half of this century—H. G.
Wells, who wrote the famous Outlines of History. Probably best known for
his science fiction and movie directing, he was, by profession, a historian as
well as a very outspoken skeptic of Christianity Wells, however, wrote
these words aboutJesus: “‘Jesus of Nazareth is easily the dominant figure in
history. 1 am speaking of him, of course, as a man, for | can see that the
historian must treat him as a man, just as the painter must paint him as a
man. To assume that he never lived and that the accounts of his life are
inventions is more difficult and raises more problems in the path of the
historian than to accept the essential elements of the gospel stories as fact.”9

He goes on: “Of course, you and | live in countries where to millions
of men and women Jesus is more than a man. But the historian must
disregard that fact. He must adhere to the evidence which would pass
unchallenged if his book were to be read in every nation under the sun.”0

Wells continues: “Now, it is interesting and significant, isn’t it, that
an historian, setting forth in that spirit without any theological bias
whatsoever should find that he simply cannot portray the progress of

humanity honestly without giving the foremost place to a penniless
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teacher from Nazareth.”l1 This famous skeptic, as a historian, declares

that Jesus Christ must be given the foremost place in the history of the

human race.

Stupendous Success

Further along in this century comes the brilliant and volatile journalist
and writer, H. L. Mencken. It was Mencken who covered the Scopes trial
for the New York Times. Even though the evolutionists lost in the
courtroom, Menckens writings led to a victory in the court of public
opinion. In writing about the trial, Mencken dipped his pen in acid when
it came to discussing Christians and Christianity. Yet in 1930 when he

wrote a work entitled “Treatise on the Gods,” Mencken said this:

This historicity of Jesus is no longer questioned seriously by
anyone, whether Christian or unbeliever. So when 1| tell you it5
not questioned by historians and skeptics, here is a famous
skeptic telling you that it is no longer questioned seriously by
anyone, whether Christian or unbeliever. The main facts about
Him seem to be beyond dispute....

It is not easy, to account for his singular and stupendous
success. How did it come about that one who in his life had only
the bitter cup of contumely to drink should have lifted himselfin
death to such vast esteem and circumstance, such incomparable
and world-shaking power and renown. Unless the whole New
Testament is to be rejected as moonshine. It seems to be certain
that many persons saw him after his supposed death on the cross,
including not a few who were violently disinclined to believe in
his resurrection. Upon that theory, the most civilized section of
the human race has erected a structure of ideas and practices so
vast in scope and so powerful in effect that the whole range of

history shows nothing parallel.2
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When other skeptics remonstrated with Mencken about his
comments, he refused to withdraw them or to edit them in future
editions.

Jesus Christ. He claimed to be God.

Lunatic? He was the most credible, balanced person who ever lived.

Liar? His was the most noble life ever lived on the planet.

If you don’t believe me, just ask His worst enemies.
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S Jesus
the Only Way?

Jesus answered, “l am the way and the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me.”

John 14:6, niv

rr R. C. Sproul, one of the greatest contemporary theologians and

apologists, was on the hot spot. Part of the problem was that he wasn't

Dr. Sproul but rather just R. C. Sproul, a lowly freshman in college.
Another part of the problem was that he was a relatively new convert to
Christianity, with neither a deep understanding of his faith nor the ability
to defend it. Most of the problem was that he was being ridiculed by an
angry, militant, anti-Christian professor.

Sproul was sitting innocently enough in his freshman college English
class. Perhaps he was daydreaming. Right in the middle of class, the
professor— a former war correspondent hostile to Christianity— looked at
R. C. and asked, “Mr. Sproul, do you believe that Jesus Christ is the only
way to God?” Now, what this had to do with Shakespeare, Joyce, T. S.
Eliot, or any other great writer of English literature is anybodys guess, but
there it was— a hand grenade tossed into Sprouls lap.

R. C. was shaken by the question. “l gasped,” he said of the moment,
which he believes to be one of the most humiliating in his life. “I felt the
weight of her question, and | knew that every eye in the room was on me.

My mind raced for a way to escape my dilemma. | knew if | said yes,

101
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people would be angry. At the same time, if | said no, | would be betraying
Christ.”

Sproul muttered almost inaudibly, “Yes, | do.”

The teacher responded with unmitigated fury In front of the class,
with a voice as loud as a rocket launcher, she yelled at Sproul, “That is the
most narrow-minded, bigoted, and arrogant statement | have ever heard
in my life! You must be a supreme egotist to believe that your way of
religion is the only way.”

Sproul, thoroughly embarrassed and taken aback, slouched meekly in
his chair without saying another word.

Even the great ones like R. C. Sproul have failed to defend Christianity
As Sproul grew as a Christian, he learned how to be an effective
spokesman for the faith. (If he were back in that classroom now, he would
have that professor for lunch and still have room for dessert!) | share this
story to encourage you. Even if you may have failed in the past, you also
can become better prepared to give “a ready defense” for your Christian
faith.

The Cultural Climate: “Tolerance” and “Ilntolerance”

The professors charge is one with which you will have to learn to deal.
The question will come in various forms: “Well, all religions are the same,
so why insist that yours is the only right one?”” or “Why would you be so
narrow-minded as to believe Jesus is the only way to God? Isn’t thgt the
height of bigotry?” Whatever the form, this question is always embedded
in the idea of tolerance.

If the moral and cultural climate of our age has any theme, it is that of
tolerance. To an immoral, ungodly, and sinful generation, the only virtue
that remains is tolerance of everybody elses sin. Therefore, the only vice
that remains is intolerance. That is precisely what you have. Its a matter of
wickedness protecting its own turf under the guise of tolerance.

Do you notice something peculiar about this tolerance? As with

Sprouls professor, tolerance goes only so far. It seems to come to a
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screeching halt right at the door of Christianity. Christians who stand up
for what they believe are accused of intolerance, yet those making the
accusation are themselves displaying incredible intolerance of Christian
belief.

If you find yourself in a situation similar to that of Sproul in his
freshman English class, you might try responding this way: “Now, why
would you say a thing like that? Why would you so viciously and publicly
attack me for the views | hold, which dont happen to be the views you
hold? Are you so bigoted and intolerant yourself? | haven't attacked you or
your view. You are the one who has attacked me. It seems to me that that
IS an egotistical, bigoted, intolerant attitude on your part.”

The hypocrisy of anothers own intolerance leads us to examine just
what tolerance is. Is it really egotistical to believe Christianity is the only
true religion? No. The only way something can be egotistical is if someone
maintains its true only because it happens to be what he believes. If he
believed something else— something that was the exact opposite— then
that would be the truth...to him! In other words, a precept’ truthfulness
is derived solely from ones decision to believe it. That$ egotistical.

What if | believe Jesus Christ is the divine Son of God—in fact, God
incarnate, because He has said, as we saw at the opening of this chapter,
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me” (John 14:6, Niv)? Such being the case, | would like to
pose another question for that professor as well as the other disciples of
tolerance. “Ma’am, would you say that Jesus Christ was a bigot?”’

I think she would feel she were on the horns of a dilemma at that
point. If believing that Christ is the only way is an example of bigotry and

intolerance, then Jesus Christ is evidently an intolerant bigot.

The Good Side of Discrimination

The idea of tolerance, as its generally defined in todays culture, is neither
biblical nor logical. The Bible clearly teaches that we should not tolerate

all things. It tells us that we should hate evil and that we should be



104 SKEPTICS ANSWERED

discriminating. I'm sure the media would love to get hold of that, so please
listen carefully. Gods Word tells us that we should discriminate, not
between colors of skin, but between that which is good and that which is
evil.

One of our times problems is that people say they accept everything.
You can't accept God and the devil. What place has Christ with Belial, the
devil? You can’t accept all things.

In fact, one of the tests of maturity is the ability to discern between
that which is morally good and that which is morally evil and to choose
the one and reject the other. Tolerance is not the only virtue,

Tolerance, of course, is a natural and valuable part of the American
experience. On our coins and in our minds is stamped e pluribus unum,
which means “out of many, one.” This is an important reality— out of the
many peoples who have made this country home, there is one America,
the so-called melting pot. Unfortunately, the melting pot seems to have
melted down, and we are becoming more and more divided.

This is also true of our religious experience. Our forefathers, them-
selves the victims of religious intolerance, took great pains to ensure
freedom of religion. The idea is at the heart of this country. Along with
many nationalities and races, there would be many religions also. The
American spirits essence is that we should be tolerant of other people— of
their nationalities, of their race, and of their religions. | wholeheartedly
agree with that. Far too much intolerance in those areas is expressed in

our world, nation, and even church.

Tolerance Equals Equality?

From the idea of tolerance has sprung the false concept of equality. Since
all religions are to be tolerated, then they must be equally valid. If they are
equally valid, they must be equally good and true. It is here that we have
reached the deadly quicksand of distortion.

To illustrate, I turn to Sproul once again— and in a more positive light!

Years later, instead of an angry, militant professor, Sproul encountered a
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Baha'i priest in a public forum. Now, you’re probably not very familiar
with the religion of Baha’i— it5 not in the top ten of the worlds religions,
but it is, nevertheless, a religion. Its also a bastion for tolerance. In a sort
of United Nations approach to faith, the Baha'is believe in just about
everyone. Jesus Christ is placed as a peer with all of the rest— Buddha,
Lao-tzu, Confucius, Mohammed, Zoroaster, etc. They are all the same.
Baha'i picks up on the spirit of the age and formalizes it into a religion.
This time Sproul was prepared. This is a short synopsis of what he

said to the Baha’l priest:

How can you believe that all religions are essentially the same
when so many of these religions contradict each other? For
example, Christianity says that Christ came so people could have
life, have it more abundantly and have it eternally. Buddhism and
Hinduism, on the other hand, teach that life is a great evil. What
we should seek after is the ending of all personal life in nirvana,
where the individual drop of water, as an individual life, falls back
into the ocean and all conscious existence ceases. This is what
Buddhism and Hinduism offer to humanity— the cessation of
personal consciousness. Life is perceived to be miserable
(paganism always makes life miserable). Both Hinduism and its
reformed aspect of Buddhism, which is sort of a Protestant
version of Hinduism, teach the same thing— the cessation of life.
Christ, however, teaches eternal life in paradise. Are those the
same thing?

Islam, or Mohammedanism, as it is sometimes incorrectly
called, vigorously teaches that there is one God. Hinduism, on the
other hand, teaches that there are at least 300 million gods.
Question: Are those the same thing?

Confucianism recognizes no god. Are those the same thing?

You, sir, are you really telling me all religions are the same? |

suggest you go home and learn something about a religion before
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you talk about it, because nothing could possibly be further from

the truth than that.

An Audacious Answer

So far, so good. A rational debate had just begun. What the Baha'i priest
said in response to Sproul was simply astonishing. “l don’t know anything
about Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, or Confucianism. | just believe all
religions are the same.”

Do you understand what this priest was doing? He had the audacity
to get up and tell people, without knowing anything about such things,
that all religions are the same. Incredible.

Yet most of the disciples of tolerance in our culture are equally
ignorant. Whenever you hear someone say all religions are basically the
same, you can safely assume the person you are talking to is ignorant. He
or she doesnt know anything about religions. Anyone who has made a
serious study of the worlds religions would never claim they are all the
same.

When discussing the concept of “equally true,” we must return to the
law of noncontradiction that we examined earlier. If you will recall, this
fundamental law of logic states that “A” cannot be “A”and “non-A” at the
same time and in the same sense. So, if one religion teaches that life is
something to be lived abundantly and another religion teaches that life is
something to be escaped from, then “A” has already contradicted itself.
Life cannot be two different things at the same time and in the same sense.
Truth, by its very definition, cannot be all-inclusive. For something to be
true, there must be this corresponding reality: Some things, therefore, are
not true.

Scripture clearly teaches that all religions are not equally good and
equally true. In 1 Corinthians 10:20, the apostle Paul wrote, “The things
which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and
1 do not want you to have fellowship with demons.” This is a very

sobering text. It states that God chose to reveal His Savior and His way of
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salvation through the Hebrew people. The rest of the world went out into
pagan darkness and worshiped false gods, which were demons. That is an
awesome concept, totally foreign to the Zeitgeist of this age— but its what
the Bible says.

As Christians, we must not go to the other extreme and also violate
the law of noncontradiction by saying, “If Christianity is the only true
religion, then all the other religions are completely false.” Don't ever make
that blunder of logic. Most religions teach that murder, theft, and rape are

wrong. Those things are self-evidently true.

Gold or Silver?

Religious similarities are not as many as the disciples of tolerance would
like to claim. Most people who preach tolerance would say all religions
teach the Golden Rule, for example. That is simply not true. No religion
teaches the Golden Rule but Christianity. Now, many other religions teach
what | would call the “silver rule.” Buddha taught it: “All things you would
that men do not unto you, do not unto others.” That is the silver rule. It5
stated in the negative.

What Jesus taught, the Golden Rule, is vastly more difficult.
“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them”
(Matthew 7:12). You're in a different ballpark altogether. Its like the differ-
ence between a sandlot field, with rags for bases, and Yankee Stadium.

The differences between religions, however, are usually not so subtle.
The Bible believes man is sinful and depraved. Confucius believed man
was basically good. He didn’t know anything about heaven. He didnt
believe in God. Are those religions the same?

There is an even greater difference between Christianity and other
religions. It5 a fundamental and critical distinction: Ethical teachings are
not the essence of Christianity. Even Christs teachings, great as they were,
are not numbered among the church’ core beliefs. That is different from

every other religion.
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Truth Is a Person

Here is the critical distinction: Truth is not just something you believe or
something you do, but rather its a person—-Jesus Christ. “l am the truth,”
Jesus said. He didnt choose to say, “l speak the truth,” or “l1 know the
truth,” or “l will give you the truth,” but “l am the truth.” That changes
everything.

Many religions rely on an external following of the truth— obeying
commands or chanting mantras or practicing love— to achieve some
elevated level of being, increased consciousness, goodness, or heaven.
They teach that the truth is something that works externally.

The Bible, however, teaches that truth is a person, not a thing. Truth
Is @ matter of internal incarnation— that Jesus, the truth, lives inside each
born-again Christian. Truth is not primarily something we do but a person
who lives inside us, breaking out into reality in acts of love. When Jesus
said, “l am the truth and the truth will set you free,” He was speaking of
the incamational reality of truth. The truth is that God sent His Son to this
strange planet to die for our sins so that we, who were absolutely helpless,
might have eternal life.

That is why the center of Christian belief is not a list of rules to be

followed but a person to be experienced. That core of Christianity is:

= Christ, conceived of a virgin

= Christ, the Son of God

= Christ crucified, suffering the punishment for sin and the wrath of
God

e Christ resurrected by God into new life

= By Christ, the gift of eternal life for everyone who believes in Him

A Marked Difference

No moral code or ethical teaching is to be found in that list of essentials.
This is vastly different from any other religion. Other religions are based

on their founders’ teachings; Christianity is based on its Founders life. If
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Gautama Buddha had never lived, you could still have Buddhism. In fact,
Mary Baker Eddy taught a Westernized version of it. Buddhism is simply
a matter of teachings. Anybody could have come up with it at any place,
at any time. IfJesus Christ had never existed, however, there could be no
Christianity. These religions are not the same thing.

Christianitys core beliefs have nothing to say about His teaching, His
preaching, His example, His commandments— none of those things—
because Christianity does not rest on Christs teachings. It rests on His
person, His birth, His atoning death, and His resurrection. What are the
great festivals of the Christian faith? Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter;
birth, death, and resurrection.

Birth: The incarnation of God in human flesh is celebrated at
Christmas. Thats taught by no other religion.

Death: The atoning death of the Son of God for the sins of the world
IS observed at Easter. Thats not taught (much less accomplished) by any
other religion.

Resurrection: In the words of Christ, “I am He who lives, and was
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore (Revelation 1:18), and “Because
| live, you [who trust in Me] will live also” (John 14:19).

Did any other religious leader claim to be the truth? Did Confucius die
for the sins of the world? No, he didn't even believe in sin. Did Mohammed
die for the sins of anybody? Did Buddha, Lao-tzu, Zoroaster? Absolutely
none of them. Only Christ is a Savior who died an atoning death for the
sins of the world.

Only Christ rose from the dead. Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius,
and all the rest died, and they haven't been heard from since. Jesus Christ’

resurrection is unique.

Shrink Back NO More

So the next time you hear someone say, “Oh, all religions are the same,”
dont do what that young R. C. Sproul did in his freshman English class.

Dont shrink back from the truth. Not all religions are the same. Christ and
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Christianity are uniquely and fundamentally different. All other religions,
if they offer salvation at all, are based on good works. Jesus Christ, by His
work on the cross, has set His followers free from the impossible feat of
earning their salvation. In Christianity, salvation is a free gift. Confucius
didn’t believe in salvation. He said, “We don't even know anything about
life, much less anything about death.” Is that the same? Not at all.

Someone once made this analogy: All humanity is drowning, and the
religions of the world are like a lifeguard throwing humanity a set of
instructions on how to swim (how to save himself). Christianity is akin to
the Savior Himselfjumping into the water to save humanity at the expense
of His own life.

When Christians say Jesus is the only way to God, we are not being
bigoted or intolerant. We simply are quoting Jesus Christ Himself, for He
is the one who said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

Nobody made that up. Its straight from the mouth of God the Son.

«



CHAPTER 10

What anout the
Problem of EVII?

“When | lookedfor good, evil came to me; and when | waitedfor light, then
came darkness.”

Job 30:26

he doctor, serving God in a hospital in a remote part of Haiti, was

puzzled by the name of a little girl who had been brought in for

treatment. Her name was Assez-dents, which roughly translated
means “enough teeth.” What an odd name.

The doctor asked the girls father, a raggedly dressed man from one of
the isolated peasant regions, why he chose the name.

The man smiled and said, “It was a name that was there.”

The doctor probed further. The father had had eight children. Seven
had already died. After further investigation, the doctor concluded the
name came directly from the mans religion, which happened to be
voodoo.

Figuratively, “enough teeth” meant “enough of this suffering and
death” or, in a purely voodoo sense, “enough of these spirits who are
eating my children.”

The name is very revealing, not only of a father5 heart cry for the
destruction to come to an end, but also of profound truth: What you
believe about God (or the gods) affects how you view and live life. At

voodoos core, for instance, is the belief that everything happens because
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of a spiritual cause. That is, the spirits fix the results. Planted deeply in
many a Haitian mind is the thought that God is responsible for both good
and evil. He is capable of helping, but He is also capable of playing nasty,
even deadly, tricks. Underneath God are complex layers of intermediary
deities, with certain predefined powers and territories, who mostly do
evil. Below this level are a few humans who have acquired the skill to
petition the gods. People come to these religious mediums to ask the gods
to do as they are bid. These mediums are the magicians, sorcerers, and
witch doctors. In Haiti, they are known as the bokor.

Getting ahead in life to most Haitians means successfully bribing the
gods. It means countering the gods who have been petitioned to do you
harm. Its a cycle of spells, potions, and charms that builds on itself. In the
end, the cycle leads to a sense of powerlessness, fatalism, and paradoxi-
cally, to a hunger for revenge. Its a terrible way to live.

What you believe about God and His relation to good and evil will,
without question, color the way you live in the world. In fact, history is a
long procession of gods who not only allowed evil but also were the
source of it. The Roman and Greek gods, for example, were not much
better than the voodoo gods. They were merely men, with all of their sins
and foibles, writ large. They could wake up with a headache and wreak
havoc on any nation or individual.

The problem of evil wasn't discussed by the Greek or Roman philoso-
phers for a simple reason: All they had for gods was Zeus and his family,
which comprised the Greek pantheon, and, with different names, the
Roman pantheon of gods. These gods were all sinful beings or worse.
Many of the so-called gods were demons.

If you were to go to India and enter the temples to examine the idols,
you would see they are demonic. The apostle Paul was right when he said
that those who worship idols are worshiping demons. What a horrible
prospect— to think of a god as evil.

What if God were omniscient, omnipotent, and bent on evil? Ponder,

my friend, what it would be like to know God had all the malice and
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hatred of Satan yet also had absolute power and knowledge. That, indeed,
would be enough to make you tremble.

When the world became aware of the Hebrew concept of God, people
were puzzled. Up to that point, God had not been a holy, just, and good
god, but rather one like in voodoo, capable of both good and evil. No one
blamed God for allowing evil to happen but simply counted Him as one
of those responsible for evil. That was just the way it was. With the intro-
duction of a purely good God, which was the Hebrew concept, the
dichotomy of God and evil became a pressing question.

With the advent of Christianity came the first theodicy, which in the
Greek means “God” and ‘justice.” A theodicy is a defense of Gods justice
in light of evils presence in the world. It is, in comparison with other
possibilities, a rather good problem to have.

We proclaim, by Scriptures authority, that our God— the Judeo-
Christian God—is good, holy, and loving. In that context— and only in
that context— the question springs up: How can a good God allow evil?
Or, even more difficult, and one of the favorite questions of skeptics: Why

has so much evil happened in the name of God?

Nominal vs. True Christianity

The question of evil in Gods name takes many forms. One of the most
common is, What about the Crusades? Didnt Christians do endless evil in
Gods name? What about the Inquisition?

One of the first things we must examine is whether the Christians
involved were true Christians or nominal Christians, which means
Christians in name only. Christ made it clear that some individuals are
truly part of His church—what is called the invisible church— which is
made up of all of Gods elect, all of those who are regenerated by His Spirit
and have been sanctified and justified. This invisible church exists in the
larger, visible church. Not all of those in the larger, visible church are
members of the invisible, true church.

Using a metaphor, Christ predicted tares among the wheat and goats
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among the sheep. The tares and goats are really false believers. Even
among the twelve apostles there was the apostate Judas, who was never a
member of the true church. Early on Jesus said, “Have not | chosen you
twelve, and one of you is a devil,” not a saint (John 6:70, Kjv). Many claim
to be Christians, but they arent really at all.

Unfortunately, the nominal Christian has never truly given his heart
and life toJesus Christ. He is not a “new creature,” as described in 2 Corin-
thians 5:17 (kjv). His spirit has not been born again, so he does not
experience Christs transforming power. He is still the same ol’ person with
all the capabilities for evil that the worst pagan has, and yet he bears the
name “Christian.” Thus he is able to do an enormous amount of damage
to the church and to the cause of Christ. So many of the evils attributed to
Christians are committed by nominal Christians.

We have a contemporary example of this in the fighting in Ireland,
which in reality is mostly political. It is between a Roman Catholic and a
Protestant group, at least in name. | asked several Irish Protestant
ministers, who were in the heart of all this, “How is it you allow Christians
to fight and kill others?”

“What do you mean ‘Christians’?” they all asked me.

“Well, the Protestants right there in the midst of that.”

“Those people aren’t Christians,” was the answer they gave me. “They
are nominal Christians. They never darken the doors of our churches.”

Its like the difference between a government-issued hundred-dollar
bill and a counterfeit hundred-dollar bill. One of the bills has the backing
of the government and is recognized as legitimate. The other is an
imitation of the genuine bill, and the government doesn’t recognize it. Just
because someone calls himself or herself a Christian doesnt make it so,

any more than calling a counterfeit bill legitimate makes it so.

Back to the Crusades

Which brings us back to how we should answer the question about the

evil done in Gods name during the Crusades. First, lets put the Crusades
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in their historical perspective. Our response to the questioner is to ask,
“Which Crusade do you have in mind?”

You see, the First Crusade was really undertaken by the Muslims
when they captured the Holy Land along with all of Christianity’ sacred
places. Jerusalem fell to the Muslim hordes under Caliph Omar in AD.
637, exactly fifteen years after the beginning of Islam or the Moham-
medan faith. The Muslims traveled with the scimitar (the sword), and in
many cases, they gave people only two choices: convert or die. The
“infidels,” as the Muslims were called, captured the Holy Land; Bethlehem,
the place of Christs birth; Galilee, where He ministered; Calvary, where
He suffered and died; and the Holy Sepulchre, where He was buried and
from which He rose. Over the years, some thirty thousand Christian
churches or other Christian buildings in that area were destroyed by the
Muslims or were converted into mosques. When the order went out to
destroy the church of the Holy Sepulchre, Christians in Europe reacted by
organizing their own Crusade— the Second Crusade, really—to reclaim
Christianitys holy places.

Don’t get me wrong; | am not defending the Crusades. Many terrible
things were done on both sides, but isn't it interesting that we never hear
something like this: “General Douglas MacArthur and the Allied Forces
held a crusade against the Philippines and invaded those islands, driving
out the people. Many thousands of lives were lost, andfnmuch property was
destroyed. Terrible, terrible, terrible. He even said he was going to do it
when he announced, ‘I shall return.” Remember that?”

The story about the Philippines makes a lot more sense when put into
perspective. The Japanese, who were driven out of those islands, had
themselves invaded and conquered that land some years before. The
United States and the other allies restored the Philippines to their proper
OwWners.

Again, | do not defend the Crusades, but it is only intellectually honest
to place them in their historical context. The Christian Crusade was, in

historical fact, a response to the Muslim Crusade, but how many times do
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you ever hear anyone talking about the Muslim Crusade? A little balance

Is needed for clearer understanding.

W hat about the Inquisition?

A second incarnation of the question about the coexistence of God and
evil is “What about the Inquisition?”

Again, some historical context is needed. The Spanish Inquisition
began in the year A.D. 1233. The Protestant Reformation had not yet taken
place— that was still some three hundred years in the future. So we, as
Protestants, had no part in the Inquisition. We were not even around at
that time. When Protestantism did come into existence, you have to
understand that evangelical Protestants often were on the receiving end of
the Inquisition, tortured and killed for their beliefs. None were on the
giving end. To blame real Christians for the Inquisition is an utter distor-

tion. We were not involved, except as victims.

W hat about the Holocaust?

A third question about evil is stated something like this: “Oh, Christianity,
look at what you have done. There is the Holocaust. Adolf Hitler was a
Christian, and you know what he did to the Jews.”

This perspective is widely held, especially among Jews. Many are
under the impression that Hitler was a Christian, which, in fact, is not
true. Although Hitler was born and raised a Roman Catholic, he
abandoned that faith very early in his life. He described himself as “a total
pagan.” He furthermore said that the kaiser had failed because he was a
Protestant. “But | will succeed because | know about this Roman Catholic
thing, and | know how to control it,” he said.

In fact, Hitler had plans to destroy Christianity, which he considered
the illegitimate offspring ofJudaism. Once he extirpated the Jews, whom
he described as “human bacteria,” he would kill Christians, which he had
already begun to do. The Holocaust involved the murdering of eleven to

sixteen million people. Six million of these individuals were Jews. Most of
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the rest were Christians— real and nominal. Dr. David Barrett points out
that one-sixth of all the Jews killed in the Holocaust were also professing
Christians (that is, they were baptized or were converts in some other
way).1l

Hitler was a pagan. If he had any religion, he believed in the ancient
German pagan gods, and he wanted to restore that virile religion, which
took life without compassion or concern and was emboldened to do
anything it wanted. He looked upon the “God of the deserts” (his derisive
description of the Judeo-Christian God) as a god who had brought man
into servility.2 William Shirer, a journalist who covered the Nazi regime
and wrote the widely respected book The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich,
said, “The Nazi regime intended eventually to destroy Christianity in
Germany, if it could, and substitute the old paganism of the early
Germanic gods and the new paganism of the Nazi extremists.”3

Hitler was also an ardent follower of Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche,
who was an atheist and the original founder of the “God is dead”
movement. Nietzsche believed in the “super man" who would eventually
become god. It was from this concept that Hitler derived his idea of the
“super race,” the Nazi Aryan race, which was destined to rule the world.
He declared, “The heaviest blow that ever struck humanity was the
coming of Christianity. Bolshevism is Christianitys illegitimate child. Both
are inventions of the Jew.”4

No, Hitler was not Christian. Neither was the Holocaust.

W hat about Religious Wars?

A fourth question, which is closely tied to the first three, is 'How many
people have died in wars fought in the name of religion?” The common
belief is that more people have died in the name of religion than in all
other wars put together.

This is pure nonsense. In fact, most of the wars in recent history have
been at the instigation of atheistic states. Hitler killed 11 to 16 million

people, not to mention the millions who died in the war. Joseph Stalin,
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another anti-Christian, killed 40 million people. By the way, Stalin was
raised Russian Orthodox. He studied for the priesthood, but he utterly
apostatized, hating Christianity and God and closing 90 percent of the
churches in the Soviet Union. Hitler has killed his millions; Stalin has
killed his tens of millions. Mao Tse-tung, however, is the grand winner—
or loser— with estimates that he killed 72 million people.

All in all, the Communists alone, who are atheists by constitution, are
responsible for murdering 130 million people, and that isn’t counting
those killed in war. In this century alone, at the hands of ungodly pagan
states, about 170 million people have been killed. The Inquisition
involved about 12,000 people in Spain and 30,000 people altogether.

The idea that more people have died because of religious wars than
anything else is utterly fallacious. More people have been killed in the
twentieth century alone by atheistic states than in all other wars— religious
and otherwise. Christians are on far more solid ground than most people
realize—rock solid. We dont need to shrink back in embarrassment over

historically incorrect assertions regarding Gods relation to evil.

Can a Loving God Condemn Innocent People to Hell?

A far larger question that explores the relationship between God and evil
Is “How can a loving God send people to hell?” This question is often even
more focused, “Do you mean to tell me God is going to send some poor
person in Africa or Asia or China to hell for simply not believing in a
Christ he never heard of?”

My short answer would be: No, | don’t believe God is going to send
people to hell for their ignorance. Notice | didn’t say, “No, | don't believe
they are going to hell.” The Bible makes it clear that, when it comes to
God, no one is ignorant. Romans 1:19-21 states: “Because what may be
known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and

Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew
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God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

God has revealed by His creation that a divine Person created this
world, and everywhere among all of the tribes of the world exists a belief
in a God who is a Creator. It5 only in the twentieth century, the century of
atheism, through the sophisticated and cunning philosophies of evolution
and communism, that people have been twisted into disbelieving in God
and believing in those ideologies instead.

God has revealed Himself to all of humanity in several ways. The first
is the light of creation: “For since the creation of the world His invisible
attributes are clearly seen, being understood” (Romans 1:20). The
psalmist tells us, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day utters speech, and night
unto night reveals knowledge. There is no speech nor language where
their voice is not heard” (Psalm 19:1-3). The stars in the heavens, the sun,
and the moon declare that the hand that made them is divine and that this
iIs known everywhere,

God also has revealed Himself in the light of conscience. Romans 2 says
that individuals’ consciences will accuse or excuse them in the day when
God will judge their secrets. Everyone has been given a moral monitor
that tells him or her that some things are right and some things are wrong.
Even though people attempt to sear their consciences by immoral and
ungodly living, they are responsible. No one is able to completely sear his
or her conscience.

As a result, no one can claim ignorance. No one can say that because he
never read the Ten Commandments he isnt guilty The law is written on
everyones conscience. Paul states, “Therefore you are inexcusable, O man,
whoever you are who judge, for in whatever you judge another you
condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.... And do
you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, and
doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God?” (Romans 2:1,3).

Each person has the light of creation and the light of conscience.
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Thats enough to condemn everyone in the world, not for what that
person doesn’t know and hasn’t done, but for what he or she does know
and has done.

There is also the light of Christ. Not everyone in the world has that.
Christs light is what is necessary to receive grace and mercy rather than
simply justice. It5 our responsibility to share the gospel of Christ with
others. That is the message of Romans 3.

So there it is. In addition to His Word, God reveals Himself through
the light of creation, the light of conscience, and the light of Christ. As a
result, no one will be condemned for not believing in a Christ he never
knew. He will be condemned for his idolatry in rejecting the God he did
know, for his ingratitude for Gods gifts, for his violation of the conscience
God has placed within that persons heart, and for the sins he has com-
mitted that he knew to be wrong.

| have asked people from all over the world, from every kind of
religious background, this question: Have you ever done anything you
believed was wrong? Every person has responded exactly the same way.
You know what they say? “Ha, ha, ha, ha.” They laugh.. .every time! “Of
course, everybody has,” they all admit. They know they have done things
that were wrong. If, therefore, they condemn themselves, why should they

be surprised if God condemns them?

A Smoke Screen?

People sometimes claim to reject Christianity because of the problem of
evil. They look at the universe as if they have more compassion than God.
They feel that, if God were truly good, He wouldn't allow all these terrible
things to happen, especially things done in His name. My response is that
those people are looking for an excuse to reject the Christian faith because
of the moral claim it makes on their lives. One homosexual protester
carried a sign proclaiming, “Get your Bible out of my pants!” That cuts
right to the chase. His problem with Christianity has nothing to do with

guestions about evil; it has to do with his sexual choices.
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Jesus put the matter in a nutshell. “Light has come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John
3:19). Thats why people reject Him.

Apart from those who use the problem of evil as a smoke screen to
reject the Christian faith, the honest believer (and the honest skeptic)
could well struggle with the issue of how a good God can allow evil in the
world. This is such an important question that | will deal with another

aspect of it in the next chapter: “What about the problem of pain?”






CHAPTER |

What about the
Problem ofPain?

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blindfrom birth. And His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was bom blind?”Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,

but that the works of God should be revealed in him.”
John 9:1-3

ust recently, a friend of mine attended a funeral. The woman in the
J casket was only forty-five years old and had been devastated by

cancer. The last week of her life, she was lost in pain, morphine, and
the ravages of a terrible disease. At the funeral, my friend couldn’t keep his
eyes off the womans husband. As the pastor spoke and friends wept and
songs were sung, the husband was focused on just one thing— trying to
comfort his two daughters, who were eighteen and sixteen years old. The
fathers pain in seeing his children suffer, the pain that made him want to
weep, and the womans pain as she died of cancer, all remind us of the
many forms pain can take.

A six-year-old boy wakes up in the middle of the night. He complains
of a headache. In the morning, the headache is worse. In another couple
of days, the little boy can hardly stand the pain. His parents take him to a
doctor, who finds a brain tumor. In a few months, after much suffering,
the boy dies. The parents remember how odd it seemed to pick out the
casket. It was so small. That is another kind of pain.

A teenage girl is in her bedroom studying. She is a good student

because she feels pride in her accomplishments, but she also studies hard

123
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because it gives her a way to flee from her parents’ constant fighting and
her dads frequently abusive rage.

As she works through one of her algebra problems, her dad enters the
room. He obviously is drunk. She shrinks back into herself,

“Hey, Pizza Face,” he yells at her, breaking into a terrible laugh. “Got
any hot dates tonight? Or are you just going to kiss those books of yours?”

What this girl is experiencing is still another kind of pain.

The world is a source of endless suffering that comes in a variety of
forms— physical, emotional, relational, and spiritual. It erupts as rage,
settles in grief, hides in sorrow, or burrows in depression. Few things in
life are certain, but pain is one of them.

In a sense, pain is an extension of the problem of evil, which we
looked at in the previous chapter. Once again, its only the Christian God,
who is considered to be good, who confronts us with the need for

theodicy (defending ajust God in light of evil).

A Perplexing Triangle

The first theodicy was not written by Homer or Plato but by Job. The
whole Book ofJob, which is generally believed to be the oldest book in the
Bible, is a theodicy Job’ central question is, “How can evil and suffering
exist in the presence of an all-loving and all-powerful God?”Jobs lament

introduces this perplexing triangle:

= God is all-good.
= God is all-powerful.

= Evil and pain exist.

Many skeptics believe the triangles existence is illogical and makes
Christianity inconsistent.

Let me say this up front: | don't believe an easy explanation can be
found for the problem of pain. God, for whatever reason, has not chosen

to reveal Himself on this subject. It would be nice if somewhere Jesus had
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offered a theological discussion of the problem of suffering and, more
importantly, its solution. He did not. No religion or philosophy, including
Christianity, has a full explanation for why suffering exists, but
Christianity comes far, far closer than others to offering one. Some have
none at all.

Obviously, with such a complex issue, the topic cant be dealt with in
a few short pages. To take a more in-depth and profound look at the
conundrum, I would recommend C. S. Lewiss excellent book The Problem
of Pain. Meanwhile, | do hope in this chapter to provide you with some
ideas on how to respond to the skeptic who asks uHow could a good God
allow pain to exist?”

Humans keep trying to come up with an answer to this profoundly
difficult question. That is, in fact, precisely what the disciples, taking their
cue from the Pharisees, were doing in the story recorded at the beginning
of John 9. Jesus saw a man who had been blind since birth, and the
disciples asked Him, “Why, Lord? You have taught us that the heavenly

Father is good and all-powerful. Why, then, is this man blind?”

The Sin Solution

The Pharisees, as was often the case, already thought they knew the
answer: sin. They were, in the strictest sense, proposing the solution of
legalism. For every bit of suffering, they believed, sin must lurk nearby—
either the blind mans own sin or that of his parents. Their simple
cause-and-effect answer to all of suffering was sin.

That idea has some element of truth to it. The Bible certainly teaches
that some of the results of sin are sorrow, pain, and suffering, but that
doesn’t mean all suffering and sorrow come from some particular sin.
When Adam sinned, he brought all manner of woes on himself, his
posterity, and the earth. The curse is not only transmitted genetically to
our children, but we also find it in nature, which suffers because of sin}
curse and because of our first parents disobedience.

Jesus repudiated the Pharisees’ legalistic conclusion and said that sin
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was not the reason this blind man suffered. Rather the man suffered so
that the works of God could be revealed in him. Here is part of the
solution. Theologians classify Jesus’ explanation as the “instrumental”
argument. The basic reasoning goes something like this: Suffering, in
Gods loving hands, is used to bring about a greater good.

As every parent knows, children are chastened that they might
develop good moral character. What would you say if someone were to
ask, “How can you parents claim to be Christians, claim to be good and
godly people, and then chasten your child? This is unthinkable. You must
be horrible tyrants, abusive parents, to do such a thing.” Parents, however,
know that unless the child is chastened, his sin nature will prevent him
from developing a strong moral character, and he will suffer far more
because of his evil deeds.

Clearly, a distinction needs to be made between chastening and
punishing. Chastening is done by a parent to better prepare a child for the
future. It is correction motivated by love and characterized by gentleness,
firmness, and consistency. Punishment is inflicted by a judge on a
criminal. Its retrospective, looking back at the crimes he or she has
committed. A great difference exists between chastening and punishing.
So, the reasoning goes, God uses chastening to help correct, develop, and

prepare those whom He loves. Its not punishment.

More Pleasure, Please

The idea of chastening is certainly not popular in todays culture. Our
society, for the most part, takes it for granted that the highest goal in life is
pleasure. This philosophy, both ancient and contemporary, is called
hedonism. We might know it by another name today— the Playboy philoso-
phy— but it5 still the same thing. For those whose primary concern is to
obtain pleasure, the presence of pain and suffering is a deep affront.

As Christians, we know— or should know— that pleasure is not the
only goal in life. We know that challenges, difficulties, hardships, pain,

and suffering are inevitable, but these can be used to strengthen an indi-



WHAT ABOUT THE PROBLEM OF PAIN? 121

viduals character and make him or her a better person. With the proper
attitude, we can experience Christs joy in the midst of suffering—a calm
assurance that, even though we may not like what were going through,
He is sovereign and will work “all things together for good” for those who
love Him.

The Bible also teaches that virtue brings pleasurable rewards, and
virtue is the very thing suffering often builds in us. For example, it feels
good to live a life that is, in the apostle Pauls words, “above reproach.” We
sleep better at night.

In Gods economy, both pain and pleasure have their place. Christ
teaches us that if we will be holy, then we will have Hisjoy, which He gives
to us. The Bible, however, also calls us to suffer, to voluntarily take up our
cross and follow Christ. Ultimately, this balancing act between pain and
pleasure ends for the Christian when he or she enters heaven where
wonderful blessings await— not the carnal blessings of hedonism, but the
rich, matchless blessings of heaven.

When we know that suffering is temporary, we can focus better on the
purposes of some of our suffering in the world: to turn us from the wrong
path onto the road of righteousness, to strengthen our character, and to
reveal Christs purposes in our lives.

Jobs friends, like the Pharisees, offered the legalistic response to
suffering. They said that the reason Job was suffering so terribly was
because he must be a terrible sinner. If he would just confess his sins, all
would be well. You recall that at the end of the book, God severely
rebuked these false counselors and blessed Job. In the same way, Christ
instructed His disciples about the matter of the blind man. Reasons other
than simple sin and punishment existed here.

Another human solution to the problem of the three-sided triangle—
God is good, God is all-powerful, and evil and pain exist—is to change
one of the sides. The idea of “theistic finitism” is constructed around this
idea. This belief was popularized by the Jewish rabbi Harold Kushner in

his best-selling book Why Do Bad Things Happen to Good People? Kushner,
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while maintaining that evil existed and that God was still all-loving,
concluded that God was finite— not all-powerful. God was doing the best
He could. He was even growing and learning, but He hadn’t worked
things out quite yet. Kushner proposed that we should pray for God,
which brings up the interesting question: If we are to pray for God, to
whom should we pray? Kushners conclusion is nothing less than
blasphemy, for even the Old Testament informs us that the Jewish God is
sovereign and all-powerful.

People still ask the question Kushner posed, uHow come bad things
happen to good people?” The Bible, however, tells us that none of us is really
good, that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:23). We all have a sin nature. Thus, from a Christian perspective, a more
accurate question is “How come good things happen to bad people?”Jesus
told us the rain falls on both the just and the unjust (Matthew 5:45).

The Compassionate Christ

Although we don’t know the full answer to the problem of pain, we do
know God is concerned about the issue. We see this clearly in Jesus.
When He was at Lazaruss grave, Jesus was moved in spirit and troubled.
The Greek word describing His emotions is that used to describe a horse
snorting, which indicates a great depth of compassion. For a person who
Is suffering, perhaps what is most helpful is another persons caring—
someone who knows his or her pain.

A few years ago, my wife was battling cancer. Thankfully, the Lord saw
fit to heal her through modem medicine, but | didnt know at the time
how all this would work out. One day as | was visiting my wife in the
hospital, deeply concerned, ayoung minister dropped by. | was in tremen-
dous anguish, and this man, whom | had never seen before, came in and
said, “Keep a stiff upper lip.”

| about stiffened his upper lip. | thought, Haven'tyou learned anything
in seminary? Dontyou have any idea how to comfort those who are suffering?

Although the Bible asks us to weep with those who weep and laugh with
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those who laugh, we tend to do just the opposite. We see people weeping,
and we tell them to “buck up.” This is the opposite of what Christ demon-

strated to us, for He was deeply moved by human suffering.

Taking His Own Medicine

We have a God who cares about our suffering, a God of compassion. That
Is important, but that is not all. The Bible teaches that we also have a God
who suffered. He entered into this world and suffered everything we have
suffered and more. He even experienced the wrath of hell so we wouldnt
have to. Dorothy Sayers, an especially insightful writer, put it well when
she said: “For whatever reason God chose to make man as he is— limited
and suffering and subject to sorrows and death— He had the honesty and
courage to take His own medicine. Whatever game He is playing with His
creation, He has kept His own rules and played fair. He can exact nothing
from man that He has not exacted from Himself. He has Himself gone
through the whole of human experience, from the trivial irritations of
family life and the cramping restrictions of hard work and lack of money,
to the worst horrors of pain and humiliation, defeat, despair, and death.
When He was a man, He played the man. He was born in poverty and He
died in disgrace and thought it well worthwhile.”1

Man needs, said Herbert Hoover, more than a savior. He needs a
suffering savior, a captain who can understand him and feel his pain. That
IS why, sometimes, when Christians lose sight of the human side of Christs
nature (He was both God and man), they begin to emphasize His deity
alone. To do so separates the realJesus from them, and often they will look
elsewhere for compassion. We need to keep in sight both Christs
humanity as well as His divinity.

Another purpose of suffering is that it serves as an example of Gods
character. Jesus said that no one could have greater love than to lay down
his life for another. By nature, God is a self-giving God. He loves uncon-
ditionally and naturally. Christs suffering doesnt contradict the idea of

love. In fact, it provides the greatest object lesson in history of what true
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love really is: self-giving. The cross, a device meant for human suffering,
has become the very symbol of love. Suffering, put in the correct perspec-
tive, can accomplish a greater good by exemplifying the self-giving nature

of love.

This 100 Shall Pass

Perhaps the most important thing we should remember about suffering is
this: Its temporary. For believers in Christs work, suffering will not be part
of eternity. Christ has revealed to us that some day evil, death, pain,
sorrow, and tears will disappear. God will wipe away all tears from our
eyes. Its interesting that the Bible doesn’t emphasize the origin of evil and
pain (though it reveals to us many clues) as much as it emphasizes pains
conclusion— it will be eliminated.

This idea is not found in many religions. Buddha thought the only
thing we could do was seek to get out of suffering by entering nirvana. The
monistic view of life believes there is only one reality— the spirit, which is
God. All other things— the world, the flesh, death, and suffering— are
illusion. This is the view of Hinduism, Buddhism, and in the West,
Christian Science. Its a pessimistic view that sees life as horrible. The only
response we can have to suffering and life is to pretend they don't exist
and hope we can get to nirvana. This illusory thinking is rampant in New
Age philosophy as well.

Again, the denial of reality is a desperate attempt to change one of the
sides of the triangle— this time the side of evil and pain. If you believe that
evil and life are a mirage, then you don't have to explain Gods being good
and all-powerful, and you dont have to deal with the seeming inconsis-
tencies of suffering. You just have to live outside of reality. Most other

religions offer no real hope for the conquest of evil and pain.

All We Like Good Samaritans

As Christs followers, we are to imitate the Good Samaritan (Luke 10). We

are to roll up our sleeves and get involved in alleviating others' suffering.
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In fact, Christians have been doing this from the beginning down to this

very day Throughout the ages, Christians have been:

= rescuing abandoned babies thrown out by their parents (a common
occurrence in ancient Rome and other pagan cultures)

= opposing abortion and providing alternatives, such as the network
of some two thousand pro-life pregnancy centers across America
today

= founding and maintaining hospitals in all corners of the globe, even
in remote and dangerous areas

= providing relief, assistance, and self-supporting projects to alleviate
the poverty and suffering across the world

= feeding the hungry and clothing the naked

In fact, | have coauthored a book, What Iffesus Had Never Been Born?
about these and many other ways Christians throughout history have
positively benefited humankind and have greatly reduced suffering.2Of
course, much remains to be done, but lets not ignore the great progress

made thus far.

The Politics of Pain

Political evils like the Holocaust also underscore the great need for
Christian involvement in the political process. Tragically, we must admit
that many professing Christians in pre-Nazi Germany abandoned their
role as “salt and light” in that culture and— worse yet— some of them
supported Hitler and the National Socialist Party. Most didn't realize, of
course, the full extent of the evil to be unleashed, although Hitler warned
the world in 1925 through his book, Mein Kampf what he was going to
do. A false view of piety— that spiritual matters have no implications in
other areas of life, including politics— led many Christians to abandon all
politics to the unbelievers. Hitler, Lenin, and Stalin were partly the result

of this view.
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In contrast to that doleful situation, look at the founding of this
country—with all its freedoms and its opportunities to redress and correct
societal evils—wherein a Christian view of politics prevailed. A Calvinistic
view of man and government was embedded in the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, the Northwest
Ordinance, and all our founding documents. Most of our founding fathers
were Christians, though not all, but more importantly, it was a Christian
view of human nature that unlocked the freedoms we enjoy here.
Knowing what the Bible says about humankind's sinfulness, the founders
of the United States built many safeguards into our system so that no one
group could lord it over another. They were rightfully distrustful of too
much power concentrated in the hands of any one person or group of
people. James Madison made this very clear in The Federalist Number 51:
“But what is government but the greatest of all reflections on human
nature? If men were angels, no government would be necessary. If angels
were to govern men, neither external or internal controls on government
would be necessary. In framing a government which is to be administered
by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the
government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to
control itself.”3

Thus, the Christian doctrine of humanitys sinful nature led to the
Constitution's division of powders, its system of checks and balances, and
our resultant freedoms. Other forms of government, without such
acknowledgment of humanity's sin nature, have unleashed horrible evils
for the "good of the people." This is to be expected. A pagan form of
government that allows for dictatorship will lead to oppression, repres-
sion, and even genocide. The last one hundred years have provided ample
proof of that, as we have seen. Indeed, the great historian Paul Johnson,
who also wTote Modem Times, writes that the rvventieth-century state has

proved itself the great killer of all time"4with the communists being the

most guilty. The biggest evil we face in the world is at the hands of our
fellowman.
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Someone may well ask why God doesn’t intervene every time one
person tries to do evil to another, but the implication of the question is
that we are all puppets in Gods hands or pawns in a cosmic chess game.
In the beginning God gave humankind free will. When humanity chose to
sin and rebel against God, it was a real choice made by someone who

could have done what was right but instead chose to do what was wrong.

A Deal with the Devil

| can hear someone agreeing that most human suffering is at the hands of
sinful people, but what about natural catastrophes? What about hurri-
canes, tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, and famines (not caused by human
selfishness or war)?

All of these terrible events ultimately are a consequence of human sin
as well. In the beginning, Gods creation was good. Humankind lived in
paradise, but Adam and Eve traded it all away in a poor exchange with the
devil. They were expelled from paradise. Furthermore, a curse was put on
the world because of sin. That curse is manifest in nature, which is now
“red in tooth and claw,” to quote Alfred Tennyson, but it wasn’t that way
in the beginning, and it won'’t be that way later when Christ returns
(Romans 8:21-22). Meanwhile, we live on a planet that writhes under
Gods curse.

Another aspect of natural disasters that should be considered is that
perhaps we ought not to live in some places. Humans, in their pride and
capacity for poor choices, may be taunting God by dwelling in areas
where disasters occur so frequently. To take up residence in such places
can be presumptuous, careless, or both. (“You shall not tempt the Lord
your God” [Matthew 4:7].)

Hugh Silvester writes in his book Arguing with God: "We tend to blame
God for natural catastrophes but against this | would argue first, that there
IS no evidence that God wished us to populate inhospitable areas in the
first place. Secondly, that the inhospitable areas have been populated as

the result of going away from God and making poor decisions in
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ignorance. Thirdly, that both ancient and modem man has spoiled and
polluted the hospitable areas and is in a poor position to criticize Gods
provision of environment.”5

Here again we see how people tend to blame God for the natural

consequences of humanitys sin.

The Ultimate Horror

What is the worst suffering imaginable? | submit to you it5 nothing we
will experience in this life. The most horrible pain and suffering has to be
an eternity in hell, separated forever from God and His love. The Bible
teaches that those who reject Christ (*he who does not have the Son of
God”) will be cast into the lake of fire. Whether this description is
symbolic or literal, such a fate can’t be anything but a horror. Jesus Himself
spoke of the torment the unsaved would endure. It is everlasting, without
end.

Skeptics must wake up to the ultimate reality that faces them if they
die without Christ. In the context of an eternity of regrets, the issue of
suffering will no longer be a theoretical smoke screen they can use to reject
the free gift of Gods salvation. Instead, suffering will be their lot.. . without
letup...for all time. As long as a person is alive, however, he or she still has
time to turn from sin and receive Christ as Savior and Lord, an issue | will
address in our final chapter.

In the meantime, how are we to respond when a non-Christian tells
us he doesn’t believe in God because of the pain and evil in the world? |

think we need to remind him:

= All suffering ultimately circles back to humankinds sin (though not
necessarily that of the sufferer). No one is sinless except Jesus, and
He suffered so we wouldn’t have to suffer eternally for our sins.

< Why do bad things happen to good people? There are no truly good

people— we are all sinful.
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< \We can learn and grow through suffering. Pain can yield positive
results in character development.

eJesus Christ, in sharing our humanity, has shared in our suffering.
He knows the pain and sorrows of slander, persecution, betrayal,
torture, and death firsthand. As one of my staff members once put
it, “Theres no one in the world who is undergoing some sorrow or
rejection who can’t look to Christ for help, strength, and
encouragement.”

= We can and must help alleviate others’ suffering. Often a skeptic will
bring up the objection of the problem of pain but then wont lift a
finger to help feed the hungry or clothe the naked. Meanwhile,
across America and all around the world, Christians are engaged
actively in comforting the afflicted. From Mother Teresa to World
Vision, from the Salvation Army to Compassion International, from
the benevolence funds and food giveaways of our local churches to
the unsung millions of believers who, without fanfare, reach out to
comfort someone on a daily basis, the sun never sets on Christians

helping the poor and suffering.

The next time someone brings up the problem of suffering, you would
do well to remind him or her of these things. Above all, its important to
grasp that human suffering is ultimately caused by human sin, and God

nailed that problem to the cross two thousand years ago.






CHAPTER 12

s There Life
after Death?

For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

1 Corinthians 15:21-22

he man who was dying was the father of one of the original elders in

our church. A doctor was in the room, listening for the mans

heartbeat, waiting on the imminently inevitable. The dying man, who
had been in a coma, suddenly opened his eyes. The doctor, an unbeliever,
was amazed at how bright the man’ eyes were. That was unexpected in a
man just waking from a coma.

The dying man began to look intently at the ceiling. Then, without
warning, he stuck his hand out and grasped at the air as if he were shaking
someones hand. Then he reached again, in a slightly different direction,
and then again. A smile covered his face. He even laughed once. The
doctor, quite shaken by now, turned his head and looked at the spot on
the ceiling where the dying mans focus was so intently glued. Of course,
the doctor saw nothing. As the man drew his final, labored breaths, still
smiling, he began to mumble names— the names of Christian friends and
loved ones he had lost long ago. He was entering heaven— shaking hands,
reuniting, laughing. His tears were all wiped away, and the disease that
had wasted him wasnt even a bad memory. He was finally home. Where

he truly belonged.

137
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For the Christian, heaven—-with its boundless joy, rediscovered rela-
tionships, and blissful worship of God—is where it all ends...and begins.
Contrast the idea of heaven—the resurrection to a new life that is the
foundation of Christian belief—with the thinking of much of this world.

In Why I Am Not a Christian, humanist Bertrand Russell writes:

Man is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end
they were achieving,...his origin, his growth, his hopes and fears,
his loves and his beliefs are but the outcome of accidental conno-
cations of atoms,...no fire, no heroism, no intensity of thought
and feeling can preserve an individual life beyond the grave,
and.. .all the labor of the ages, all the devotion, all of the inspira-
tion, all the noonday brightness of human genius are destined to
extinction in the vast death of the solar system. The whole temple
of mans achievement must inevitably be buried beneath the
debris of a universe in ruins. All these things, if not quite beyond
dispute, are yet so nearly certain that no philosophy that rejects
them can hope to stand. Only within the scaffolding of these
truths, only on the firm foundation of unyielding despair can the

souls habitation henceforth be safely built.1

TOO Bad to Be True

Skeptics believe Christians are not realistic. They accuse us of using
religion as a crutch for our weaknesses, and they think the idea of heaven
IS no more than pie in the sky What they are asking is simple: “Isn’t
Christianity too good to be true?” Because its founded on faith, hope, and
triumph, it simply can’t be real, they reason.

Certainly, the Christian faith contrasts with what other philosophies
and religions think about life. A prominent British humanist states that the
most drastic objection you could make about his humanistic philosophy,
which elevates man to the position of God, is that its “too bad to be true.”

Man is an accident of the cosmos, formed by chance and chaos, direc-
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tionless in life, and in the end, nothing but food for worms. That is the
humanists viewpoint. What a way to live, and what a way to die.

Meanwhile, most of the other currently vogue religions or philoso-
phies don’t add much hope. Hinduism and Buddhism, for example,
which are breeding many of the “newer” religions often classified as part
of the New Age movement, are inherently pessimistic religions. Life is
terrible and something from which a person needs to escape. That is
always the conclusion paganism comes to because it paints such a ghastly
and dreadful picture of life. The best you can do is hope for a way out.

How different this is from the Christian viewpoint expressed in the
words of Christ: “l am the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14.6) and “I
have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10b).

The escape offered by most other religions— nirvana in some form—
isn’t that much to write home about. Many people confuse nirvana with
heaven. The two concepts are worlds apart. In nirvana, personal
consciousness ceases. An individual no longer exists but blends into a
greater consciousness in the same sense that a drop of paint becomes part
of the color on the wall. A separate sense of identity is gone. Not much of
a way to spend eternity, wouldn’t you agree? Unfortunately, even nirvana
doesnt come until the person has escaped from the wheel of reincarna-

tion.

Not So Glamorous After All

What New Agers don’t understand as they adopt the Eastern idea of rein-
carnation is that coming back to life isn’t something to look forward to. To
them life, in all its forms, is to be escaped. Its a terrible evil. What makes
things even tougher is that, if you mess up in a previous life, you will come
back as some lowly creature— a worm, aslug, or a piece of algae. Given all
the sins | have committed in my life, | would probably come back as a
vulture looking for roadkill. Isn’t it ironic that most of these misguided

New Agers, who claim to remember a former life, always seem to have
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been a pharaoh or Alexander the Great or Charlie Chaplin? Wouldn't it be
great to turn on one of those cheap talk shows and hear someone like
Shirley MacLaine say, “Yeah, | was a cockroach in the sixteenth century |
lived in some pretty snazzy palaces in those days!” Fat chance.

By the way, gentlemen, do you know the punishment for living a
cowardly life, according to Hinduism? You come back as a woman.
(Ladies, please remember, | didnt say that— they did!) Similarly, ladies, if
you live an unworthy life, chances are you’ll come back as a bird. Its all

downhill from there. Something to look forward to, isnt it?

Sound and Fury

May | suggest that how a religion or philosophy views the afterlife (or lack
of an afterlife) has an incredible effect on how life is lived on planet Earth.
Imagine a person who wanted to be a marathon runner. She gets up every
morning, puts in ten or twelve miles, stretches, eats carefully, and runs
again in the afternoon— all to train for an upcoming race. In her mind, she
always has the finish line before her. That is her goal; that is what she is
focused on. But what if she were told the race had no finish line? If she
wanted to compete, that would be fine, but she would have to run and
run and run until she dropped.

The great philosopher Immanuel Kant said that life without an
afterlife, like the marathon runner with no finish line, would be an absurd
and meaninglessjoke. It would be, as Shakespeare so eloquently put it, “a
tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”

Kant reasoned from the point of ethics. Everyone, he says, realizes
right and wrong exist. Without ethics, life becomes meaningless and
chaotic. Ethics, however, he rightly reasoned, depend ultimately on
justice. Why should we do right rather than wrong if there is no such
thing as justice? If justice does exist, then there must be a life beyond
death, because its quite obvious that in this world evil people often
prosper and the good often suffer.

Kant didnt stop with an afterlife. This afterlife, where justice is
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dispensed, must be ruled over by a great Judge. This Judge, unlike human
judges, must be absolutely perfect in His knowledge. Therefore, He must be
omniscient— knowing all facts, circumstances, and motives—if He is to
judgejustly. Once He hasjudged, He must also be omnipotent. He must have
the power to enforce His ruling. That, of course, sounds very much like the
Christian God, doesnt it? Kant said that without all this, life is meaningless.
Isn’t that exactly what our culture has turned into— a meaningless and
cruel joke? | have asked many people, “What is your purpose for living?”
More times than | care to count I've received only a tragic silence in reply.
Others acknowledge utter meaninglessness and seek a life full of discon-
nected thrills and pleasures. Their philosophy of life is, Seize the moment!
Get out of this crazy life what you can. The apostle Paul wrote, “If the dead
do not rise, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!’” (1 Corinthians
15:32b). If indeed Christ is still in His grave, the hedonists have it right,

but what an empty life it is.

Nevermore

Edgar Allan Poe wrote a now-famous poem called “The Raven.” To me, it
sums up the hopelessness of life without a resurrected Christ. Poe, who is
lamenting the death of his beloved Lenore, ends the poem with these

tragic stanzas:

And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting

On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demons that is dreaming,

And the lamp-light o’er him streaming throws his shadow on the
floor;

And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor

Shall be lifted— nevermore!

The place of utter helplessness and hopelessness is the very same

place where the modem atheist, the modem evolutionist, the modern
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agnostic, the modern existentialist, and most of the modern philosophies

will lead men— to absolute nothingness.

The Crutch

“That may be,” these hopeless people might admit, “but at least we are
being honest. We are seeing life for what it really is. We don’t need any
crutches, any lies, any God-talk just so we can delude ourselves into
thinking life has some purpose. Our foundation, as Bertrand Russell
wrote, is the ‘firm foundation of unyielding despair.” Religion is simply a
crutch for weak people, who can’t bear to face up to reality.”

Is that true? Well, many Christians throughout history could hardly
be classified as weaklings. They were all too aware of reality, thank you
very much. The early Christians, for example, endured shunning,
mocking, slander, illegal search and seizure, false arrest, kangaroo trials
with perjured testimony, floggings, beatings, imprisonment, and
stonings for their beliefs. They were crucified, burned alive, mutilated by
lions, and hung on poles and covered with pitch and used as wicks to
light Neros gardens. They hardly sound like weaklings. Not a single
crutch in sight. The history of the Christian church up to this very day is
associated with reality— the martyrs’blood has often been the nutrient of
growth.

That isn’'t to say Christians dont know fear. There is one idea that
buckles their knees and sets them shaking like the biggest coward. That is
the prospect of Gods mighty wrath and justice. The Christian God has
many wonderful virtues— His mercy, His grace, His kindness, and His
love to name a few. But there is the other side of God— His justice, His
holiness, His righteousness, His promised judgment to come, His anger
and wrath against sin, and His promise to visit wickedness with His own
vengeance. These are truly terrifying concepts.

Jesus said to us, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell” (Matthew 10:28).
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In fact, it is the atheists and God-deniers who are seeking to escape
from reality. In his wonderful book, The Psychology of Atheism, R. C. Sproul
maintains that atheism is a crutch for the ungodly Because of their
wickedness and ungodliness, they are unable to live in the real universe.

Bertrand Russell, the humanist whom | quoted earlier, is a prime
example of this. He lived an absolutely profligate, adulterous life.2 Being
unable to live in the real universe, which contained ajust and holy God,
he invented an imaginary universe in which there is no God so his
conscience wouldnt drive him crazy You see, the truth of the matter is

that atheism is the crutch of the immoral.

Heaven with Harps?

The next question from a skeptic is predictable. “But do you really believe
in heaven— all that hooey about golden streets, angels, and choirs?” For
people growing up in a culture obsessed with the here and now and
immediate sensual pleasure, the idea of heaven is indeed foreign. Accord-
ing to one recent poll, only about 70 percent of Americans believe in life
after death. Another way of saying that is that nearly 30 percent don't
believe in an afterlife. Let me assure you thatjust fifty years ago that figure
would have been more like 2 percent. A sophisticated, modern, and
enlightened society, we are told by the experts, no longer believes in the
myths about life after death. How do you answer people who believe that
heaven isjust so much falderal?

There is convincing evidence for an afterlife. First, and we have
already touched on this point, is the churchs persecution. Christianity,
alone among the religions, is based on one solid fact: Its leader rose from
the dead. Neither Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, Mary Baker Eddy,
Gandhi, nor any other great religious leader you care to mention can
make this claim. What the apostles went forth to proclaim was that
Christ rose from the dead. Christs resurrection was the cornerstone of

their preaching. It was for this that they were tortured and so horribly

martyred.
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Now, psychologists and psychiatrists will all tell you that no one ever
died for anything he believed to be a fraud. Although many have died for
frauds, they didn’t know it. The apostles all claimed to have seen the risen
Christ. The largest institution in the world, the only religion that is in
every single nation, was founded on Jesus Christ5 rising from the dead.
Since that time, millions and millions of Christians have died for the same

belief. Spilled blood makes a powerful testimony

Christ’'s Character

The second piece of evidence is Christs character. As we saw in an earlier
chapter, even His fiercest enemies testify to His integrity and the impact
He has had on the world. He was the only perfect individual who ever
lived. His character was incomparable. Yet it was this same Christ who
said He would be taken and judged by His own people, that He would be
condemned and crucified, and that on the third day He would rise from
the dead. It5 the same Christ who said, “l go to prepare a place for you.
And if 1go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and receive you
to Myself” (John 14:2b-3a). So the character of the incomparable Christ,
the all-holy and only perfect One, substantiates His claim that He rose
from the dead and that there is an afterlife.

There is also historical evidence for Christs resurrection. He was seen
alive again not by one person, or two or eight or twelve, but by more than
five hundred people at one time (1 Corinthians 15:4-8), most of whom
could have escaped martyrdom simply by denying that fact.

There is also experiential evidence. Many people have had near-death
experiences and have returned, with very similar details, to tell about
either heaven or hell. In fact, | keep a news clipping in my files that
testifies of some famous infidels’ near-death experiences. Here is a summary

of some of those:

= Sir Walter Scott, a name renowned in history, said as he faced his

final hours, “l thought there was neither a God nor a hell. Now |
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know and feel that there are both, and 1am doomed to perdition by
the justjudgment of the Almighty”

e Charles-Maurice de Talleyrand, a famous French statesman,
diplomat, and an unbeliever, said, “l am suffering the pangs of the
damned.”

= Adams, the infidel, said, “l am lost, lost, lost. | am damned forever.”
His agony was so great that, as he died, he tore the hair from his
head.

= \Voltaire, the great unbeliever and skeptic, wrote voluminously
denying the Christian faith and Christ, but in his last hours, he said,
“O Christ, O Lord Jesus. | must die abandoned by God and man.”
His condition had become so terrible that his associates were afraid
to approach his bedside. As he died, his nurse said that for all of the
wealth in Europe, she would never watch another infidel die.

e The French author Constantin-Francois de Chasseboeuf, the count
of Volney, wrote a book, Volneys Ruins, which was a broadside attack
on the Bible and Christianity. When Volney was lying on his
deathbed, his anguish was something awful to behold. He kept
crying out, “My God, my God, my God,” until he fell back dead.

= Sir Francis Newport said, “What argument is there now to assist me
against matters of fact? Do | assert now that there is no hell while |
feel one in my own bosom? That there is a God | now know simply
because | continually feel the effect of his wrath? That there is a hell
| am equally certain of, having received an earnest of my inheritance

already in my own breast.”

Sea of Blue Fire

You don't believe in heaven or hell? Neither did they until just before they
entered therein. Many other near-death experiences have also been
recorded in recent years. Dr. Maurice Rawlings, in his book, Beyond
Deaths Door, tells the story of Thomas Walsh, who was working on

building a dam thirty miles from Portland, Oregon. Witnesses said that,
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while working on a scaffold, Walsh fell thirty feet and landed on his head
on another level of scaffolding, then fell fifty-five feet into the water. It
took forty-five minutes to an hour to find his body.

Everyone who saw the accident believed he was dead, but it is those
moments, Walsh says, that he remembers more clearly than anything in
his life. He found himself standing on a beach looking out into a vast and
limitless sea of blue fire. He was not in it, but he could see it. It was dark.
He could see other people also on the shore, but he knew that soon he
would be judged and the blue fire was his destiny. He said aloud, “If | had
only known that such a place as this existed, | would have done anything
to avoid coming here.” He knew there was no hope, no possibility of
escape.

In the distance, he saw a figure perfectly composed, clothed in a white
robe, whose face was strong and at peace. Even though Walsh didnt know
why, he knew it was Christ, and he thought, “If I could just talk to Him,
there might be some hope for me.” Unfortunately He was moving away
from Walsh at an angle, and when Christ was almost out of sight, He turned
and looked Walsh in the eye. Christ said not a word. Instantly, Walsh felt the
hands crushing on his chest, and he was on his back in a hospital bed. He
was alive to tell the story, and he told it for the rest of his life.

There are also near-death stories of the unfathomable beauty of
heaven. One believer said that what she remembered most was the joy.
She said ecstasy “filled every pore of my body, every organ, every bone,
every cell." It was so great, she said, that all the wealth in the world— all
the diamonds, sapphires, rubies, and emeralds piled up into a gigantic
mountain—would not be enough for her to return voluntarily to this
world. The Bible assures us that such ajoy as that awaits all of those who
trust in Christ.

She returned to join the rest of us on this strange place called Earth,
but now she was filled with hope, meaning, and a desire to live life to the
fullest right here, right now, for the glory of God. Now she knew that, alter

the pain of the marathon run, lay the finish line: heaven.
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Seeing the Light

| think a caution is in order regarding these near-death experiences.
Sometimes non-Christians have “seen the light.” They have been near
death and have been drawn to a light.

An acquaintance of mine, a non-Christian woman, is a stroke victim
who had had one of these experiences. She saw a light at the end of a
tunnel and then was returned to life. Thus she was convinced that when
she died (once and for all), she would go to heaven. Unfortunately, this
does not align with the teachings of Gods Word. | believe that Satan, who
we are told can appear as an angel of light, had deceived this woman and
others in similar circumstances.

As helpful as these near-death experiences can be to provide evidence that
the grave does not end life, such experiences should never dictate theology.
They should never be put on the same level as divine revelation. These expe-

riences should always be interpreted through the filter of God5 Word.

An Elegant Edition

Ben Franklin, a man 1would assume was not a Christian, had a great wit
and much wisdom. Fie once prepared this epitaph for himself (although,

for whatever reason, it was never used):

The body of

B. Franklin, printer

(Like the cover of an old book,

Its contents tom out

And stripped of its lettering and gilding),
Lies here, food for worms.

But the work shall not be lost;

For it will (as he believed) appear once more
In a new and more elegant edition,
Revised and corrected

By the Author.3
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We must hasten to add that the only real basis for saying something
along these lines is if that person had put his or her trust in Jesus Christ
alone for salvation. For that person, death is not the end—its the
beginning.

And a very good beginning at that.



EPILOGUE

Good News

“Ifyou abide in My wordyou are My disciples indeed. Andyou shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make youfree.”

John 8:31b-32

ave you ever driven for a long time in the wrong direction?

Sometimes this happens on trips when the husband is driving and he

refuses to believe his wife, who told him an hour ago that he missed
the exit!

C. S. Lewis once made the point that modem man has been heading
in the wrong direction (away from God) for a long time. It5 time we
humble ourselves, admit it, and turn around, heading back in the right
direction. | think its long past due that modem man move away from the
skepticism that plagues our age and move back to the Christian faith,
which has provided so much of our civilizations framework.

Its marvelous to know our faith is both logical and reasonable— but
most importantly, that its the truth.

In our time together, we have seen how the Bible is reliable and
correct and how both natural and supernatural evidence conclusively
show the Scriptures authenticity We have seen how we can know God
exists and that He is the source of life. We have seen how Christ is a visible
manifestation of the invisible God. We have seen who Jesus is and who He

claimed to be, the Son of the living God.

149
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We have looked at some of the questions that plague humankind,
such as the problems of suffering and pain. We've also seen evidence that
indicates there is life after death, the greatest of which is the promise and
fulfillment of resurrection by Jesus Christ Himself.

So what does it all mean?

The College Questions

Who am I? Why am | here? Where am | going? Have you ever wondered
about these and similar questions? Sometimes these are called the “college
guestions” because thats the age at which angst-ridden young men and
women often begin asking them. Unfortunately, most people who ask
them never seem to find satisfactory answers. 1 don’t believe those indi-
viduals ever will unless they look outside of themselves and direct these
same questions to another—to the One who holds in His hands the key
to all things—Jesus Christ.

Who is Jesus? Jesus is God the Son. He is the Messiah who fulfilled
hundreds of ancient prophecies. He is the Almighty, the Beginning, and the
End. In believing and affirming that, you know you are Gods creation, bom
at this time and placed by His will and His design on Earth as His child.

When we know why He came, then we also know why we are here—
to glorify Him and to spread His kingdom. Where was He going? Jesus said,
“l go to prepare a place for you.... That where | am, there you may be also”
(John 14:2-3). We are going with Him to heaven. Hes already getting it
ready for us and will receive us to Himself as soon as our time here on earth
is full. Thats where we’re going if we know Him as Savior and Lord.

In Christ, we have our answers. We know who we are, why we’re here,
and where we are going. We can agree with author Stephen Neill, who once

said that when Jesus enters a life, then that life is filled with meaning.

The Soul’s Longing

My friend, contrary to what many modern-day skeptics say, God is not

dead. Skeptics have never been able to prove that, and they never will.
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Those who have come to know Him know that He is very much alive. The
reason so many high school and college students commit suicide today is
because they believe life has no meaning. They believe life has been
robbed of significance, that all there is at life5 end is a skull and a pile of
ashes. That isjust not going to suffice, because the human soul longs for
some assurance of a continuing existence that is better and finer. God has
placed immortality within our hearts, and we can’t get around it. Some
have denied it, but what do they have? What are their lives like?

The most militant atheist and skeptic of the first quarter of this
century was Robert Ingersoll. A brilliant and eloquent man, he spent his
life lecturing against God, Christianity, and the Bible. Then his brother
died. What do you do if you are an atheist and a relative dies? Hardly call
a clergyman! So Ingersoll said he would preach at the funeral. At the
graveside, he made these sad, futile comments: “Whether in midsea or
amongst the breakers on the farther shore, a wreck must mark at last the
end of each and all. And every life, no matter if its every hour is rich with
love and every moment jeweled with joy will, at its close, become a
tragedy, as deep, and as dark as can be woven out of the warp and woof of
mystery and death.... Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren
peaks of two eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the heights. We
cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry."1

Or consider the most eloquent, original, imaginative, persuasive
advocate of atheism who has ever lived— Nietzsche. He fashioned the
twentieth century. To him can be attributed the life movements of Hitler,
Mussolini, Lenin and Stalin. God is dead, and the blood will flow in the
next century, he said prophetically. Interestingly, he spent the last eleven
years of his life as a raving madman, totally insane. Life can't be lived
without meaning and hope.

InJesus Christ there is hope. The coming of Christ is good news. The
Christian knows that, but to the non-Christian looking in, Christianity
may often seem like bad news—a bunch of dos and don'ts. Actually, true

Christianity boils down to a relationship between Christ and us. As the
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true Christian can testify, flowing out of that relationship is a life of love

andjoy

There’'s Good News Tonight!

When | was a boy, a radio network news announcer named Gabriel Heater
began his program every night with the same words: “Theres good news
tonight!” | have always remembered his words. | don't remember what the
good news was, and | don’t know of any news anchor today who would have
the nerve to begin his program this way Looking at the news the other day |
saw one disaster, catastrophe, and horrible thing after another, in unremitting
repetition. There was no good news that night. Actually, there is very little
good news, and most of that is ephemeral and passes away quickly.

Thank God, we as Christians celebrate the greatest good news the world
has ever heard. It was predicted to our first parents that the seed of the
woman [Christ] would bruise the head of the serpent [Satan] (Genesis
3:15). It was promised to the patriarchs, “And in thy seed [Christ] shall all
the families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 28:14b, Kjv). It was prophesied
by the prophets: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son” (Isaiah
7:14a, xjv). “The desire of all nations shall come” (Haggai 2:7a, Kjv).

At long last, He came. God stood up from His golden throne in His
palace of crystal and gold, and stepped down into the world, and a baby
was bom. What a wondrous day that was, and the angel declared it was
good news.

To understand and appreciate the significance of this good news, we
need to glance back to the garden of Eden when Satan first made a
conquest of the human will and brought humanity into cruel bondage to
himself. Through that devil-designed deceit, sin entered into the world,
and its blight has been on the earth ever since. Sin extinguished the light
of God in the soul of humans, cast over humankind a vile garment of
shame and quilt, cleaved a great crevasse between God and humanity, and
turned like a howling hurricane the garden of Eden into a sin-blasted

wasteland. Despair cast its black pavilion over the hopes of humans.
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The Sin Question

What has happened to sin? A book by noted psychologist Dr. Karl
Meninger bore that title a few years ago: Whatever Became of Sin? Turn on
any talk show, and if | were a betting man, | would wager you will never
hear the word sin. It has been declared intolerant and politically incorrect;
its never mentioned. Though we are up to our armpits in sin, the word is
unacknowledged. Read the front page of the paper if you want to know if
humanity has fallen into sin. There is no doubt about it.

Something that is even more repressed than the reality of sin is sins
consequences. We not only suppose that no sin is left in the world, but
also that, most assuredly, there are no consequences of sin. Yet the Word
of God boldly states, “For the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a), and
all humankind?’ explanations and all the ignoring of the fact can’t do away
with that. God has declared it.

Though we don't like to admit it, sin remains deep down in humani-
tys psyche. A recent book bore this title: We've Had a Hundred years of
Psycho-Therapy and the Worlds Getting Worse. Why? The answer is simple:
Psychotherapy can’t get rid of sin. What can take away our sin? Nothing
but the blood oflJesus. We need a Savior.

| think most of us cant really grasp the humiliation involved in the
incarnation. Imagine, if you were to condescend, because you so loved
worms, to be bom in the womb of a worm, and then to live as a worm.
Some might say, “Well, that does do spite to my dignity. After all, | am a
human being.” My friend, the difference between a man and a worm is
infinitely less than the difference between the infinite God and the greatest
human. Nevertheless, because He loved us so deeply, He became flesh by

living as a human in order to reach out to us and break the bonds of sin.

Satan’s Number-O ne Lie

The great lie of the devil is that Christianity is some sort of wet blanket
thrown over the flames of fun, but the fun of the world is fleeting and

passing at best. The joy that Christ gives is an everlastingjoy that wells up
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within believers like a thirst-quenching spring of water.

Christ brings joy. You will never know real joy until you know Him.
Without Christ, all of the worldsjoy will only turn to ashes in your mouth
and lead to despair and death. Why do you think so many unbelievers
self-medicate with drugs or alcohol or try to kill themselves? If the devils
lie is true— if apart from Christ there isjoy— then why are so many people
miserable?

Billy Sunday, an evangelist of a day gone by, said, “If you have no joy
in your religion, theres a leak in your Christianity somewhere.” Probably,
the truth is, if you don’t have joy in your religion, you don’t have real
Christianity at all, because Christ means joy. The Bible tells us that “the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, Niv). Jesus isjoy

for the human heart.

Satan’s Number-Two Lie

Another great lie of Satan is that sin leads to freedom. The very opposite is
true. We live in a time in which many people clamor for freedom to do
whatever they want, with whomever they want, wherever they want,
whenever they want. We see this moral chaos quite acutely in the realm of
sexual sin. These modern hedonists have confused the word liberty
(freedom with self-control) with another word, licentiousness (freedom to
sin). Although they claim to be free, in reality they are slaves to their
passions and slaves to their sins.

Sin is the root cause of a great deal of skepticism. It5 not that skeptics
have disproved God. It5 that God interferes with their sinful choices. Julian
Huxley, of the famous Huxley family who championed the cause of
evolution, was once interviewed on television. He was asked why evolution
was accepted so quickly. Instead of saying something like “the scientific
evidence led any rational person willing to look at the facts to come to that
conclusion,” he said, “The reason we accepted Darwinism even without

proof, is because we didn’t want God to interfere with our sexual mores.’?2
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| almost fell out of my chair when | heard him say that. It reminded
me of the old adage: “The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep
you from the Bible.”

Yet is the freedom to sin true freedom? Recently, on one of our Coral
Ridge Hour television specials, we interviewed a dozen former homosex-
uals and lesbians.3They all agreed that while there may have been seasons
of fun and excitement in their former lifestyle, overall it was a very entrap-
ping way to live. One of them said that if you separate homosexuals and
talk with them one to one, they are “wretched,” hurting people. Another
one told our cameras that when he was an apologist for the “gay” lifestyle,
every night he laid his head in shame on his pillow when he went to bed.
After becoming a Christian, he was able to express himself without shame
or guilt. Thankfully, all of these guests on our program were freed from
their sin through the power of the Good News. They admitted that,
although they may have claimed to be free in their sinful lifestyle, it was
not until they turned to Christ and were freed from their lifestyle that they
experienced true freedom.

This same phenomenon is true with other sins as well. Christ frees us
from the devils lies and snares. The one the Son shall set free shall be free

indeed!

Have You Ever Been Lost?

Who needs a savior? Well, if you are sick, you need a physician; if you are
ignorant, you need a teacher; but if you are spiritually lost, you need a
savior.

When | was about twenty-four years old, | was lost for one week. The
actual fact is that | had been lost for twenty-four years and just never knew
it. For that one week | was spiritually lost and knew that 1was lost. It was
very uncomfortable. For the first time in my life, | knew that all of my
ideas about religion were fallacious. | knew that my idea of attaining
heaven by living a good life and following, the commandments was

hopeless. | knew | was sinful and condemned and without hope at all.



156 SKEPTICS ANSWERED

Frequently, ministers ask, “Are you saved?” Instead, | would ask you
this question: Have you ever been lost? You see, if you have never been
lost, you have never been saved, because Jesus came to seek and save the
lost.

Have you come to a place in your life where you know that you are
not right with God? Do you know that you are unclean and sinful? Should
you come into His presence, as He has said, do you know that He must
condemn you because He isjust and holy and righteous?

The good news is that He doesnt want to do that. He will condemn
you if you ignore the gift of eternal life that He offers us through His Son,
but He doesn’t want to. The good news is that He offered a Savior who
came into this world to take your guilt, your uncleanness, your vileness,
and your sins all upon Himself and to endure in His own body and soul
Gods wrath in your place. That is what a Savior is, and that is exactly what
the world desperately needs today. Thats what every lost soul needs.

Have you ever been lost? Or have you always supposed yourself to be
perfectly all right, thank you...as good as many and better than
some...quite religious. There are millions in this country who are
religious but lost, and there are even more who are irreligious and lost.

Have you ever seen yourself as a lost sinner for whom Christ died?

Muddy Hands and Hearts

Let me tell you something that may shock you if you think you are good
enough for heaven. The Bible makes it clear: There are no good men, and
there are no good women. “As it is written: There is none righteous, no,
not one’” (Romans 3:10). If you think you’re good, its only because you
are so far out in the darkness you cant see how bad you are.

If I were to stick my hand into mud until it was filthy and black, and
then go outside on a moonless night, | could look at my hand and not
even know it was dirty. If | came back into the light, | would see its filthi-
ness. If I held my hand under a light, 1 would say, “Ugh, how foul that is.”

As we approach the light that is God, we see our uncleanness.
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So it was with the great saints of the Bible and of history. The closer
they drew to God, the more they recognized their own sinfulness. “l have
heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees You. Therefore
| abhor myself’ (Job 42:5-6b). In Luke 5:8b, Peter says to Jesus, “Depart
from me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord.”

Augustines name is rarely mentioned without the prefix Saint, but his
most famous book is The Confessions of St. Augustine. The great saint
confessed he was a sinner. So if you have come close to the light, which is
God, you see your imperfections and know how unclean you are.

But a stream flows from the mountain of Calvary that can wash away
every stain and make you whiter than snow. “Though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). That is the wonder of
the Savior.

Scripture says it so well: “And you will seek Me and find Me, when
you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). Are you seeking
Him?

Here is the greatest news in all the world: “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). When we know Him and
when we continue in His Word, we know the truth, and the truth sets us
free.

Is your life empty, meaningless, dull, sad, discouraged? Are you
tangled in a dead-end web of humanism and skepticism? Christ is the
answer. He is the One who can take away your sin, free you from its power

and give you Hisjoy Won't you heed the good news and receive thatjoy?

Transferred, Transplanted, Transformed

We come into His kingdom by first turning away from our sins, admitting
that we have wronged both God and our fellowman. We must turn from
sin and ask for God}’ forgiveness. He forgives us freely by the power of
Jesus Christs blood and gives us the perfect righteousness of Christ by the

power of His resurrection. When we transfer our trust from ourselves to
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Christ, God transfers us into His kingdom. We are transplanted from the
anemic soil of our own efforts into the rich loam of Gods blessing. Its a
place where we can bloom and be transformed into all the potential God
poured into our seed when He created each of us.

If you have never accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, |
suggest you stop and pray to God along these lines: Lord Jesus Christ, |
come to You right now. I come seeking You. | want tofind You. Come into my
heart and make Yourself known to me. LordJesus Christ, Son of God, Savior, |
repent of my sins, and | receive Your forgiveness for them. Thank Youfor
washing them away. Come into my heart right now. There is room in my heart
for You. Fill me with Your everlastingjoy. In Your name. Amen.

If you sincerely said that prayer or something to that effect, then

congratulations! This is your spiritual birthday.

NO sSpeculations

Did you know that you can know for sure that when you die, you will go
to heaven? Listen to what the Bible says: “These things | have written to
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of
the Son of God” (1 John 5:13). That we can know our eternal destination
for sure is one of the great truths of the Bible.

That truth has been a comfort to the famous and wise as well as the
poor and humble. The brilliant scientist, Michael Faraday, the discoverer
of magnetism, was asked on his deathbed, “Sir Michael, what speculations
do you have about life after death?”

He replied in astonishment, “Speculations! Why, | have no specula-
tions! I'm resting on certainties! ‘I know whom | have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which | have committed unto Him
against that day.” Only in Christianity is there such certainty, and this
certainty is based on the veracity of Gods Word.

Whether you have walked with Christ for many years or have just

begun, let me encourage you to use the material in this book when you
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share your faith with others. Ask God to bring people into your life with
whom you can share these and similar truths.

There might be times in your life when you need to go back to
different parts of this book and reestablish some facts or points of logic in
your mind. When pain and suffenng come into our lives, its so easy for us
to doubt. With the first trouble, we tend to question Gods love for us.
When the way isjust too hard and life gets too tough, we tend to wonder
if its all true, but in the night hours, when all is dark, it5 wonderful to
know that our faith is built on historical facts and that those who went
before us found the faith to hold up to death itself.

Because the Bible is true and because we belong to God, we should
examine our lives and our goals and the way we live. Our foremost goal is

to glorify and honor God. We do that by:

e living a life worthy of His high calling, by obedience to His
commandments, including the command to love God with all our
heart, soul, and mind, and to love those people God has placed in
our lives

= keeping close to the Lord by daily Bible reading and prayer

= striving for holiness, without which no person can honor the Lord

e bearing witness to others and striving to bring them into the
kingdom of God

= making disciples, teaching and encouraging and helping our fellow
believers

= keeping our spiritual eyes open to see the good deeds He has
prepared for us to do, so that in reliance on the Holy Spirit, we may

do them to His glory7

Such a life as this will be glorifying to God, and so we will then be able
to enjoy Him forever in heaven when our pilgrimage on Earth is over. All
of this we know through the Bible, which, as we’ve seen over and over in

our visit together, is verified from many different angles. We can know the
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truth, and the truth will set us free. Thats good news for believers and

honest skeptics alike!

Soli Deo Gloria!



Study Guide for
Personal Reflection

and Group Discussion

This study guide may be used for personal reflection or as the basis for
group discussion. As you work through each section, you’ll want to have
a pen, notebook, and Bible at the ready Prayerfully consider the chal-
lenges and questions— they are designed to help you internalize the
valuable principles you've learned about (1) the credibility of the
Christian experience, (2) defending Christianity in a hostile world, and

(3) making the leap from passive understanding to active faith.
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C h apter O ne

S k e p t i c s A re W e I ¢ o m e

1. Nearly everyone with a strong, outspoken faith in Christ has at some
point waded through the murky waters of doubt and uncertainty. When

have you felt distant from God or uncertain of your faith?

2. How did God help you through that situation? What Scriptures
ministered to you? How did Christian mentors and friends help or hurt

you in your struggle to believe?

3. Think back to the story of Ben-Hur. In what ways does the story line
reflect Gen. Lew Wallaces skepticism and his ultimate coming to faith in
Christ? Why do you think this story, with its strong Christian witness,
received such resounding acclaim from society in general and Hollywood

in particular?

4. How have you usually responded when someone denigrates
Christianity or claims to be an agnostic? What kinds of responses do you

think tend to encourage positive dialogue about Christianity? What kinds

163
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of responses tend to alienate doubters and drive them further from the

faith?

5. Asheralds of Christ and guardians of the faith, what can we learn from
Jesus’ response to Thomas as told in John 20:24-29 and from Pauls

exhortations in 2 Timothy 2:24-267?

6. Make alist of skeptical friends and family members. Pray for each one
by name, asking God to help you find ways to encourage them to believe

the authenticity of the Bible and the claims ofJesus Christ.
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apt
A WORD ABOUT THE WORD

1. In the anecdote that opens chapter 2, a child mistakenly describes
faith as “believing something you know is not true.” How would you
define faith?

2. The author states that “certain matters of faith go beyond reason, but

they don't contradict it.” Do you agree? Explain your response.

3. Read Romans 10:6-17. What is the origin of faith? What personal

challenge do you find in this passage?

4. Do you agree or disagree with the assertion that it5 not necessary for
a person to believe the Bible in order to be converted? Explain your

response.
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5. Which of the pieces of evidence regarding the Bibles authenticity are
most impressive to you? Which do you think might stand up well if you

were defending Gods Word to a skeptic you know?

6. The next time someone says to you, “l don't believe in the Bible,” how

will you respond?

7. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13. In what ways is the living Word of God at

work in your life?
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Chapter Three
Miracles and Prophecies:
Fact or Fiction?

1. Why do you think the miracles recorded in the Bible are so difficult

for skeptics to accept?

2. Taking a position of courageous honesty, is there a miracle that you

have questioned? Have you sought answers to your doubts?

3. Read Mark 9:17-27. How might naysayers try to explain away this
miracle? How could you use this passage to encourage a skeptic whos

struggling to believe the Bible?

4. Do you agree with the assertion that some of the Bible is meant to be
taken literally and some figuratively? How have you arrived at this conclu-

sion?
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5. How could you use examples of fulfilled prophecy to defend the credi-

bility of Scripture?

6. Do you know any “Thomas Jeffersons’— people who would accept

parts of the Bible, but scoff at all references to the supernatural? How has

the information in this chapter prepared you to talk with such people?
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Chapter Four
Be Ready Always

1. On a scale of one to ten, how would you rate your readiness to
respond to honest skepticism about the Bible? Can you think of a time
when you were caught off-guard and unprepared to defend your faith?
Share your experience with the group. Can you think of a time when you

feel you defended your faith well? Share that experience too!

2. Why are so many Christians hesitant to defend their faith? How

would you respond to the challenge that “Christians are closed-minded’”?

3. When do you think it appropriate to defend Scripture, and when is it
appropriate to be silent? What part does the Holy Spirit play in the

process?

4. Does ‘being ready” to defend the faith mean that everyone should

understand and be able to apply the laws of logic? Why or why not?
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Besides using logic, what are some other ways we can defend our faith in

Christ?

5. Which of the logical arguments for the authenticity of the Bible seems

most convincing to you?

6. What specific steps will you take this week to answer the challenge of
1 Peter 3:15?
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C hapter Five
W hat D o0 e s G od L o o k L i k e ?

1. Read Psalm 19:1-4a. How does the world God created testify to Gods

attributes?

2. Imagine that you are talking with an atheist. How would you use the
laws of probability to convince him or her that it takes as much faith to

believe in evolution as it does to believe in a Creator God?

3. Read Hebrews 2:6-11. How does the significance of the human race
change if one believes that our origins are found in primordial slime rather

than in the spoken word and will of our omnipotent Creator God?

4. Given the incredible odds against the spontaneous evolution of life,
why do you think so many people cling tenaciously to the theory of

evolution?
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5. The author states that questions such as “Could God make a rock so
big He couldn’t move it?” are designed to entrap. What other entrapping
guestions about God have you encountered? What are some appropriate

responses to such questions?
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Chapter Six
Did Jesus Live?

1. What do you think motivates people to seek to reduce Jesus to a

myth, denying that He ever lived?

2. What effects have skeptics such as Madalyn Murray O’Hair had on
our society? What practical steps can we Christians take to counteract

their influence?

3. Why do you think the credibility of the Gospel writers is often ques-
tioned when the work of other first-century writers is accepted with little

argument? How will you now respond if you encounter this argument?

4. Which piece of evidence for Christs historicity presented in this

chapter seems most convincing to you?
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5. After reading this chapter, how would you respond if someone said to

you, “l don't believe Jesus ever lived— Hesjust a myth’?

6. Quickly look back over the first six chapters. Cite two or three specific
ways in which reading Skeptics Answered thus far has bolstered your
personal Christian faith. Now cite two or three specific points of evidence
or logic that you feel have strengthened your ability to respond to

skeptics.
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Chapter Seven
Was Jesus God?

1. What kinds of experiences have you had reasoning with Jehovahs

Withesses or members of other cults?

2. Why didJesus sometimes claim to be the Christ and sometimes avoid

making a direct statement about His identity?

3. Quickly scan through one or more of the Gospels in a version of the
Bible that highlights Jesus’ words with red print. Which actions and state-

ments ofJesus most loudly declare His deity?

4. Read Philippians 2:5-11. According to Paul, who isJesus?
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5. How would you now respond to a person who says, “l believe that

Jesus was a great teacher, but not the Son of God™?

6. What makesJesus unique in comparison to all other religious figures

in history?
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C h apter E i g ht
C hris t s S ur prising C h ar acter
W i t n e s s e s

1. Is it fair to measure a man by the testimony of his critics? Why or why

not?

2.  What consistencies do you find in the remarks ofJesus’ critics?

3. Which of the critics’ statements is most remarkable to you?

4. How do you think such a list of learned scholars and philosophers
could credit Jesus with being the greatest influence for good in all of

history and yet continue in their disbelief?
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5. How could Jesus own words from Luke 10:21 be used to answer His

critics?

6. How could you use the statements of these skeptics to supportlJesus’

claims to a nonbeliever?
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Chapter Nine
s Jesus the Only Way?

1. Have you ever had an experience like young R. C. Sprouls, when you
felt intimidated and unprepared to defend your faith? Has that experience
had any long-term effects on your willingness to enter into dialogue with

a person who is hostile to Christianity?

2. How do you respond to the statement that “In an immoral, ungodly,
sinful, and wicked generation, the only ‘virtue’ that remains is tolerance of

everybodys sin’?

3. In light ofJohn 14:6, when is it right for Christians to be tolerant of

others’ views and practices? When is it wrong?

4. What is wrong with the statement, “If Christianity is the only true

religion, then all the other religions are completely false™?



180 SKEPTICS ANSWERED

5. How does the fact that Christianity is based on the person of Jesus
Christ rather than on a set of teachings place it apart from all other

religions? How is this significant to you personally?
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C h apter T en
W h at a b o u t

t h e P r o b1 e m o f E v i 1 ?

1. According to 2 Corinthians 5:17, what determines whether a person

IS a true Christian or a nominal Christian?

2. How do you think nominal Christians have hurt the cause of Christ

throughout history? How do they hurt the cause of Christ today?

3. Next time you hear someone blaming Christianity for wars and

killing, how will you respond?

4. How do you believe God will judge those who have never heard or
understood the claims of Christ? What Scriptures can you cite to defend

your view?
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5. Do you agree with the authors statement that people “are looking for
an excuse to reject the Christian faith because of the moral claim it makes

on their lives™ Explain your answer.

6. Read 2 Corinthians 5:10-20. What motivated Paul to continue his
struggle to convince skeptics of the truth of the gospel? How will this
passage encourage you when people seem to look for any excuse not to
believe Gods Word?
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C h apter E 1 e v e n

W h a t a b o u t

t h e P r o b1l e m of P a i n ?

1. What experience, personal or observed, has confronted you with the
problem of pain? How does Matthew 5:45b address this issue?

2. What purpose do you think suffering has served in your life? In the

lives of your family members?

3. FollowinglJesus’ example, how should Christians respond to the pain

of others? To their own painful situations?

4. Read Hebrews 4:15. What does it mean to you to have a Savior who

suffered the full range of human pain and emotions?
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5. Do you accept or reject the position that all suffering and disasters are,
ultimately, the result of humankinds sin? How does Jesus’ statement in

John 9:1-3 illuminate this issue?

6. The author contends that Christians are and must continue to be part
of the answer to pain and suffering in the world. Do you agree with his

assertion? Why or why not?

7. What practical steps can you take during the next several weeks to

carry out a mission of compassion to someone who is suffering?



STUDY GUIDE 185

Chapter Twelve
s T here Life after Death?

1. If you could speak to Bertrand Russell face to face, how would you
respond to his contention that life must be based on “the firm foundation

of unyielding despair’™?

2. This chapter contains several stories of dying saints and skeptics. How
do those stories edify your Christian faith? Which examples were most
significant to you? Do you know of someone who has had a similar expe-

rience?

3. How does the lack of belief in eternal life affect an agnostick attitude
and approach to the here and now? How does the promise of eternal life

affect a Christians attitude and approach to the here and now?

4. Based onlJohn 14:2-3; Revelation 4:1—1; 5:11-13; 21:1-4, 11-27,

what do you think heaven will be like?
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5. Based on Revelation 9:20 and 21:8, what do you think hell will be

like?

6. From your reading of this book, how would you respond to the accu-

sation that Christianity is a crutch and that its main tenets are too good to

be true?
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Epilogue
G o o d N e w s

1. When in your life have you asked the “college questions”. Who am 1?

Why am | here? Where am 1 going? How did you find the answers?

2. Why do you think speaking of sin has become politically incorrect in
our society? If you were speaking to a skeptic, how would you explain sin

and its consequences?

3. How can we debunk the worlds view that “Christianity is some sort of

wet blanket thrown over the flames of fun’?

4. Do you agree with Billy Sundays statement, “If you have no joy in
your religion, theres a leak in your Christianity somewhere”? How do you
think whining, joyless Christians hurt the cause of Christ? How should we

then live?
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5. Describe how Satans “freedom” actually evolves into entrapment and

despair.

6. The author quotes Julian Huxley as saying, “The reason we accepted
Darwinism even without proof is because we didn’t want God to interfere
with our sexual mores.” To what degree do you think this is true—

throughout history and today? Can you cite examples?

7. At the end of the epilogue, the author lists six challenges for people
who want their lives to glorify God. On a scale of one to ten, how would
you rate yourself as living up to each of those challenges? In which specific
areas might the Holy Spirit be prompting you to improve? How will you

go about doing so?

8. Read 2 Timothy 1:12. Can you honestly echo Paul’s statement? How

has the information presented in this book bolstered your faith?
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()n any given dayv vou may encounter people with difficuli
questions. doubts. and outright unbelief in the Christian faith:
skeptics. Are vou readv? In vour workplace. in vour neighborhood.
perhaps in vour own family. vou could be called on to explain the
reasons for vour hope. Skeptics Answered tackles the most common
arguments and questions skeptics pose. and equips vou with intelligent
answers. D. James Kennedy will show vou how Christianity is based
on historical and concrete evidence. and how to defend vour faith—

even in the face of its lnughv.ﬂ Critics.

How Will You Respond to

Christianitys Toughest Critics?

Vieavs be prepared to give an answer to evervone

who asks vou to give the reason for the hope that you have.

1 PETER 3:15



