
Assignment 2: Lesson 2: The Teacher as a Professional  

INSTRUCTIONS 
i. Refer to Lesson Three (3) and answer the questions that follow. 

ii. Maintain the numbering the same way it appears on the question paper. 

iii. Type legibly and make use of correct word case appropriately.  

iv. Edit your work before submitting.  

v. Use your own words. Do not cut and paste information from your sources. 

vi. Acknowledge all sources using an acceptable referencing technique. 

vii. Complete and sign your declaration form. 

 
DEPARTMENT OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL STUDIES 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA 

You need to include a completed and signed copy of this form when 

you submit your Assignments for this module.  

Assignments without the form will be cancelled and returned 

unmarked. 

The Department of Curriculum and Instructional Studies places specific emphasis on 

integrity and ethical behaviour with regard to the preparation of all written work 

submitted for academic assessment 

Although your lecturers can provide you with Information about reference techniques 

and guidelines to avoid plagiarism, you also have a responsibility to fulfil in this regard. 

Should you at any time feel unsure about the requirements, you must consult your 

lecturers before you submit any assignment 

You are guilty of plagiarism when you extract information from a book, article, web 

page or fellow student without acknowledging the source and submit it as your own 

work. In truth, you are stealing someone else's property. You may not use another 

student’s work. You may not allow anyone to copy or use your work with the intention 

to submit it as his/her.  

Students who are guilty of plagiarism will forfeit all credit for the work concerned.  

Plagiarism is a serious violation of the University's regulations and may lead to 

expulsion. 

The under-mentioned declaration must accompany written assignments. Your 

assignment will be cancelled and returned unmarked if you do not include a fully 

completed and signed declaration form.  



I (full names and surname): 

 

Student number: Module: BPT1501 

 

Declare that...  

1. I understand what plagiarism entails and am aware of the University’s policy in 
this regard. 

2. I declare that this assignment is my own, original work. Where I used someone 
else's work, whether a printed source, the internet or any other source, I give 
the proper acknowledgement and include a complete reference list. 

3. I did not use another current or previous student's work, submitting it as my 
own. 

4. I did not allow and will not allow anyone to copy my work with the intention of 
submitting it as his or her own work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Read the article below taken from a newspaper and then answer the questions 

based on this article. 

 

Johannesburg - The safety of pupils and teachers has become a 
concern in schools nationwide. In the last few years, there has been 
an alarming rise in death tolls and violent attacks on teachers and 
learners. 

In January last year, a teacher in Tembisa, Gauteng, was gunned down on the 

school premises by an unknown assailant. In the Free State, a 20-year-old learner 

fatally stabbed a teacher in October. 

In November, the South African Police Services (SAPS) released crime stats that 

showed that 19 murders had been committed at educational facilities across the 

country. 

In April of the same year, reports indicated that 33 teaching staff members were 

seriously attacked in the Western Cape alone between 2016 and 2022. Moreover, it 

has barely been two months into the 2023 academic year, but at least six violent 

incidents have already been reported in schools across the country. 

The latest is that of a teacher in Kagiso Secondary school who shot a man who 

allegedly threatened the school’s principal life. It is alleged that the attacker entered 

the school and took some staff members hostage before stabbing and wounding one 

of the teachers. 

Fortunately for the principal, whose life seemed to be in danger, one of the teachers 

drew his gun and fatally shot the attacker. This raised the question of whether the 

Department of Basic Education (DBE) is doing enough to ensure the safety of 

educators and learners on school grounds. 

Expressing its concern and frustration about the disturbing rise in violent acts in 

schools, teaching union Sadtu said in a statement on Tuesday that these incidents 

indicated that schools were no longer safe havens. The lives of teachers and pupils 

were endangered. 



“Our schools do not have enough infrastructure to ensure learners, teachers, and 

communities do not bring weapons to schools. We call for properly trained security 

personnel to oversee security in school,” read parts of the statement. 

In addition to Sadtu’s sentiments on poor school infrastructure, the Public Servants 

Association of South Africa’s (PSA) acting assistant general manager, Claude 

Naiker, said corruption and maladministration were the major contributing factors to 

the Department of Education’s lack of financial resources that are needed to improve 

security in schools. 

Naiker said that to address the issue at hand, society and the education department 

had to work together to alleviate school violence. 

“The key issue is that the department must first develop a platform where the 

community can report these incidents or identify perpetrators without fear of 

victimisation and death threats. (There must also be) increase in security and proper 

training of security personnel,” he said. 

The union said that the ongoing lack of resources and overcrowding, bullying and 

gangsterism were serious issues seen in these schools. Naiker pointed out that 

although schools were meant to be weapon-free zones, teachers armed themselves 

because they felt completely unsafe. 

When speaking about the incident in Kagiso, Naiker, said although schools were 

meant to be weapon-free zones, educators were now doing everything in their power 

to protect themselves against any possible harm. 

“The educator has lost confidence in the department and had no option to ensure 

that he protects himself,” he said. In 2020, the PSA launched a #SchoolSafety 

program in partnership with the DBE, the SAPS, and Old Mutual as part of its 

behaviour-changing initiative, where the parties visit schools to engage and motivate 

learners to avoid engaging in violent activities. 

The Department of Education said the main hurdle it experienced when dealing with 

violent incidents in schools was the lack of involvement from community members. 



“Schools belong to communities that must be at the forefront of securing their 

schools. The department has policies, but communities are responsible for ensuring 

their people's safety. The South African Schools Act empowers schools to take 

charge of their environments and to work with the relevant authorities,” said the 

department’s spokesperson Elijah Mhlanga. 

 

https://www.iol.co.za/sundayindependent/news/alarm-over-increase-in-violent-incidents-at-

sa-schools-f8e9a491-038a-4789-96ff-a11d9f80f979. (2023, February 14). Retrieved 

from IOL.co.za. 

 

1. Identify the five challenges faced by teachers in this article.                           2X5 = 10 

2. For each identified challenge come up with two solutions for solving the challenge.  

                                                                                                                       2X10 = 20 

3. Draw a mind map for the teachers showing steps they could follow when 

implementing your solutions in resolving the identified challenges. You mind map 

should show the main point (2), subpoints (1X5),connections (2) and relationship (1) 

among your ideas.                                                                                                   (10) 

 

Total = 40 


