mAdvantage Raila: Why his
star’s shining bright again

Once written off as a spent force who had utilised his last bullet,
~ ODM leader not only confounds supporters and naysayers witha
. steady resurgence that has hit its peak with the Jubilee civil war,
making him a formidable player in 2022 political matrix, Page 19
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Horns of a dilemma. Doomsday scenarios of
deaths in the tens of thousands and unmanageable
Covid-19 infections stopped a President intent on
Inside DP’s reopening economy. Instead, he eases curfew hours,

lifts some restrictions. Pages 3, 4,5, 6, 8,10 & 11
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Ruto for a cultural October this year, if by 20 per cent

intercession on Friday, restrictions currently in

apen up on their two- placeare relaxed by 60
T TN per cent.
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Taxman expects to raise just Sh1.62 trilion from taxes as the economy continues to take a hit due to t
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BEHIND THEMASK Cosmetic products and make-up artists bear the heavy brunt

Ugly face of masks as
beauty, dating suffer

Wearing of masks has
blocked one essential
aspect of human
interaction, blurring the
lines of expression and
conduct.

By Stevens Muendo
and Kirsten Kanja

neswsoes s tandardmed oo ke

Locked down in Dubai
where the Covid-19 pandemic
travel advisory found her,
commerdal model, beauticion
and entrepreneur Huddah
Morroe is & damsel in distress,

In such unprecedented
thmes, jst like many other
enterprises, her cosmetic
business has suffered huge
fosses and so has her brand
whose major drive Is through
chay-to-day Instagram posis,

The “slay queer” would post
photos of her globetrotting
rendexvons, enjoying ooy
holidays in the finest beaches
and hotels across the world.
She would be commanding
online numbers with o new
release of lipstick and well-
ness brands,

Besides, her sensational
semi-nude OSTE, ROME pIo-
muoting lingerie brands, would
atill b a sockal stir. For the kst
one month or so, Huddeh's
pages have been on a traffic
down-low as her interactions
ceased and her mouth
masked

And she is not alone. Life
hehind the misk and on guar-
antine has affected many
celebrithes and other promi-
nent people’s businesses and
social lifestyles.

With image bang every-
thing for celebnties, the fee
mask has compromised
artistes' fAshion and beauty
looks, with make-up artists
who attend to them rendered
johless.

Na mare lipsthck

Mot even the tens of stars
keeping thelir fans engaged
through ondine shows care to
keep most of the beauty and
fazhion details they would if
masks were not on.

“With the mask on, not
many ladies care toput onlip
stick and other make-up.
Besicies, the mask can really
getuncomiortable. T still wear
lipstick as much as it still gets
wiped inside the mask
beecmase §am used (o doing it
and it is part of my beauty
regime,” says Vivian Wambwi,
aka Vivian Kenya, a muosician.

"How your face looks is a
major aspect in a celebrity’s
fashion image and 1 must
admit the face mask has com
proamised our general physical

séaiumumm.ﬂ Kimari Beiow: Pambarka CEO and
events organiser Lealey Odera. [Fhvs Ogna Sandard]

presentition even as some try
i incorporate desiner masks
as part of their fachion coondi-
ration*

Showhiz persomality Shaffie
Wern popularised the French
{Crop beamd styvie in Kenya. The
mask does not appear to
appreciate this sovie s it cov
ors an important part of his
identity

“Even with masks on, we
have been trying to keep oar
trademark looks, | -m'llkrrnm
with my barber Lu. ng me

loak neat I:I.mnl:: mry online
live shiww, ™ says WienL

Acrording to Pendo Karimi,
a 27-year-old who runs a cos
metics stall on Mol Avenue,
Nairohi, bisiness has dwin
dled sinee the pande mic broke
as “onky a few people ane using
make-up®.

She says besides the mask
being the main reason why
ladies are not embracing
beauty products as much as
they wsed to, lack of wedding
ceremaries, birthday parties,

by shoveers amd o her social
matherings where clients
would seek her services has
ako led to recuced cosmetics
sales.

T have been o make-up art-
it fior o rumber of celebrities
for years and there has been
no time my business has been
affected like it has during this
spasom, The ‘face business” is
not possible during this
‘no contact’ age and we
can only hope that
thimgzs et bﬁ‘tnrrnrus

Iy Wambul, & make-
u artist who serves 8
rembeer ofiocal musi
cians.

Susan Kaittany,
the CEO of Posh Pal-
ace Halr Studio and
Spa, is crying out
too, She says the
mask has tumed
the tables on the
industry.

“There have
been financial
implications

too, We still have tokeep staff
paid and rent settled even
with the business dragging.
Homwever, clbents huree started
tocome back and we are opti-
misticthat things will get bet-
ter* says Kaittany.

Eric Simiyu, popularly
known as One Wash, grooms
celebrities such as Eahatl,
Willy Paul, Alikiba and Anto-
nepsoul, among others. He
says things have never been
the same sinee the control
measums were annourced

Social behaviour

Butr away from hair and
beauty, masks have also
affected people’s social behav-
MO

“Whien we interct, we read
emotions, Masks are limiting
reception of the emotions and
interrupting non-verbal caes
essentil for effective comm-
mication,” says Dr Josephine
Ormiondi, & psychologist

This means the day-to-day
interctions we hawe had our
whole lives have changed
drastically, and we are fomed
to focus on body language
signs that am visible, such as
recogmising friends’ walking
styles and looking to the eyes
for expressions

Meeting new people has
become increasingly risky,
thas impacting dating and
putting mew relationships
through a hurdle, Lockdown
measures have also limited
meet ups, therefore limiting
new inferactions.

"The virus has causod & new
normal, foreing s to wear
masks for our own protection
and those around us. During
early courtship, & person will
approach you, potentially
attrached by vour fce. How-
ever, nowthat full fackal bnage
is obstructed by masks, it is
not easy to identify likely
partners,” says Dr Faith Nafu-
la, a psychologist.

cozonavirus °

It allends in tears
after memes fail
to sway president

By kst weekend, the countdown had begun, People were waiting for
thee speech that would “declare their freedom”, Online and offthe Inter-
net, talkwas on the things that people wanted to do once the cessation
of movement, put in place to contuin spread of Covid-18, was lifted. It
had been more than two months of restricted movement ancd curfew,
and Kenyans were hoping for change as President Uhuru Kenyatta
delivered his eagerly awaited speech from State House yestenday.

There were those who longed to walk into a bar in the darkness of
night. There they would caress the frothy bottles of their favourite
driniks and stagger out at the first strike of dawn Like they used to before
comraviras struck. There wene those whowanted to travel out of town
o see their boved ones after the sudden separation that come a few days
before Easter, Others craved for when they would not have to hurry
home, their hearts beating with amdety, hoping to beat the 6:58:54
stroke of the clock before falling into the hands of police for viclating

curfew,

The memes told it all, People were waiting with bated breathe, A
revised version of the Sarafina “Freedom is coming” sorg was created
to reinforce the anticipation
tht awaited the President’s

N L L L L RL LI TP ST PR

speech,

“Saturday the Gth fecls
like visiting day. You just
dan’t know if vour father will
show up with food or just a
newspaper,” read one of the
memes that went virl. Ina
hilarious sttempt to sway
the President’s mind, letters
wine written on social media
o beg the Head of State to
ease the regulations.

“Best performing Presi-
dent, fashion killer, your eight
year legacy unmatched, his
Excellency, too young o
retire, please do not disap-
point ws,. they teased on
social media.

The President's speechiwas
scheduled for slightly before
midday, but Twitter lit up
way before Sam

“Wake up sir! Somebody
should wake the President up
and tell him we have abready
shenaered amd wadting forhim
o release s, was one of The
mimes that was highly cinou
lated; a cheeky reference to
how students in boarding school would wait for the gates to open after
aspeech by the principal on dosing day.

By madday, the amdety could be felt through the sereen. The speech
had been moved to 2pm, sparking a wave of more memes. In betwesn
were serious posts and comments from people who were desperately
wdtkrgr for the pregident to open up the country,

1 am a salonist who had gone to do makeup on a dient in Mombasa
before the cessation of moverment was announced, Then things hap-
penad 5o fast and 1 am now stuck at my client's house for two months
now, 1 have beon wat ching television since Gam,” said Linda Achieng®
wihowis hoping to retum (o Nairobi.

And when the President steppod up to speak, @ few mimites after
Apm, he had o different answer, The answer to those who wanted to
hold a celebratory party about their “freedom” was ‘No'. Kenyatta
admitted that he had seen the hundreds of memes on social mecdia,
perhaps smiled a bit at some of them, like the one that warned men
from sending fare to thelr girtfriends to travel to the city, but he was
notready to ease regulations yet.

“Tsaw the memes talking ahout freedom is coming. This is not about
freedom or independence. It & better to be alive than have a few days
of leisure and die,” he zid, deflating the hopes of those who had wait-
ed for something different.

“It has ended in tears! Those who had packed and were ready to
traved should unpack, Tt is 30 more days,” ead a post on Facebook.

The only glimmer of hope were the additional howrs that had been
added, pushing the curfew to Spm in the evening to 4am.

“All s not lost. We can still eat mutum which s definitely tastior
when eaten in the dark. Spm is better than 7pm,” wrote Geonge Wan-
fohi on Twitter,

[Mercy Adhiamba)
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While lockdown on Eastleigh and Old Town Mombasa have been lifted, curfew and restriction of movement into and out of the city remain in place

Grim numbers that

made Uhuru think
twice on economy

The president said he
was hellbent on
reopening the economy
until medical experts
repulsed himwith
scenarios that spelt
doom for the country.

By Graham Kajilwa

phafrwa i mediaco ke

A worst case scenario of
45,000 Kenyans dving af Cov-
id-19 joited President Uhura
Kenyatta to rescind his ntended
plan to regpen the econarmy.

In a confésslon made at his
highly pated national
address vesterday, President

Kenpatta sald he was hellbernit on
recpening the economy until
medical experts repalsed him
with grim scenaros that spelt
doom for the country,

His intentions, propelled by
kings of Kenya as the
est economy in sub
un Africa this week, stood
na chanoe, with evidence tabled
before him couniries that
reopened at fivst wind of nor
malcy soon thereafter recoiled in
mass death waves.

He noted the spikes of §
thons in South Korea, Pak i
and Malaysiaafter re-opening of
religiouis gatherings just when
the cases had seemingly
reduced.

“With thiese two view polnts
on the table, | was not dealing
with a right and wrong: [ was
calght in lK.l.“‘K'L'I two rights.
And this of two nights
placed meon @ horms i
ma,” said the President.

Marathon meetings held by
national Covid-19 committees
and with the President on Thurs-

Mew rules

800,000

B Weuld have been

Iinfected by end of July

75,000

B Would have died

2.4m

B Would have been
nfected by end of August

Becausa of measures

2600 83

Projections with measures in place:

day and Friday are said to have
dragged on fior hours, with mied-
seal experts vouching for st
quo as government officials
demanded greater justification
fior not reopening the economy,
And President Kenyatta
appeared to allude to this stake
ot in his address to the nation.
The experts were tasked to draw
t concrete seenarios to kb
[114] the FEUMENES, SOETHIT IS
which ended up thawing the
President's resolve to reapen,

Disappointed people

Yesterday, he pulled them
bang to the nathonal address at
Stare Houwse to just y Bemynrs
the hasis for the decision which
disappainted some people who
had placed all hopes on reapen
ing.

Inome of the models he tabled,
by October, Kemya would be gat
ting into the peak of infections
with 450,000 cases if the govern

ment relied the ongolng meas-
ures of curfew, lockdown and
ban of sockal vrellju,'rl.'lp_w. |_|.l,I (4]
pET CemE.

If these measures were
relaxed by 40 per cent, the num
bers would be 40,000 deaths
from 300,000 infections by
Nowember, Relaxing the restric
thons by 20 per cent wis no bet
ter a5 there would be 200,000
infertions with 30,000 desths by
December

President Kenyatta felt the
nurmbers comild not be ignored or
lives sacrificed at the altar of
economic needs. He knew his
anncuncement would end in
tears for those who had coumited
an him to return to thelr normal

With this, he slapped Eenyans
with an extension of the curfew
ays The ¢ hiowanever
variations; instead of
Tpm to Sam, it will run from Spm
to dam.

“This variation

shoutld engble

President Uhuru Keryatta addresses the nation on the coronavirus pandemic from State House, Nairbl,

yestenday., [P5CL)

Eenvans have a full work day
schvedule,” he said

The Presicent also lifted the
lockdown order on Eastleigh,
Mairohi and Oid Town Mombasa
effective today, as well as in

inties will st
lockdown for another 30 days
due to the increased number of
CRSES

President Ubur said if the
restrictions put in place hed not
beeni taken, the case load In the
country would be getting to
H00,00H by nexct manih,

Early interventions

With the e whcal
maodel that one person
two more peaple, the number
wiowld hove hit 2.4 million in 21
days

"By end of August, 75000
Kenyans would have died from
the virus," he said

But due to the early inferven
tioms put in place just two days
after the first case was reported

the number of
el at B3 whike the
i 2 500,

The President said i was nec
essary for the country to
embrace the grim reality of its

State to release home-based care guidelines for coronavirus patients,

The government 15 omorrow expect
Iddelines for home-tased
s patients

The new plan is aimed at easing the
barclen on almady overwhelmed pobilic
haospitals many of which are nearing
thelr full L1pt'||:‘|tu"\- President Uhuru
Kenyatta said yesterday:

T‘I:w pnmm n' lﬂld I:u nre-based care

4 counties, for instance, i
already overwhelmed with the former

heaving only 10 isolation beds.

9IF there is & surge in infections in
these two counties, the health care sys
tem will be overwhelmed.

"The hard question to pose here,
therefore, ks whether K A ATE pre-
pared to nurse Covid-19 patients intheir
homes §f our health care system canniot
handle the numbers,"” Kenyatta said.

There are 130-odd Covid-19 patients
currently under home-based care in
Kenya

The Ministry of Health will release the
guidelines to counties for a home-hased
care roll-out. This will be based on gulbde-

lines recently released by the World
Health Organisation (WHO).

Acting Health Director Ceneral Patrck
Amoth said they have already refined the
b slines that would be considered on
acane-by-cnse hasis.

“We have customised the guidelines
for use kocally and we shall disseminate
them tc 1t|u' ounthes on Monday,
be based on strict criteria
anchored on assessment by healtheare
workers to see whether that particular
individual fits the hill for home-based
r Amoth said yesterday duringa
/ kate ot State House

in Mairobi.

He said not every patient would qual
ify for home-based care, “Selection of
patients will be based on the nsk posad
through individual assessment.”

He added: “We will assess your home
to know many rooms are there, how
any peopie you lve with and if you hawe
hody ése in your house who is il
dso need to know if you have
voung children. Do you have a careg
wican be trifned to support vou during
the process ? All those are captured in our
puidelines”

The WHO had earlier provided an

mterim guidance on home-hased care fior
Covid-19 patients presenting mild symp
toms. In its document, the world health
agency stated that home-based care
oould be considered as long as the
patient canbe followed up and cared fior
by family memibers.

“Home-based care mayalsobe consid
ered when |np.1fn‘rr care bs una |]

e,

fimited .1an RSN
thie demand for hes

In any of these situations, patients
with mild symptoms and without under
lving chronic conditions - such as lung or
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Use of serum or blood from cured
patients to treat newly diagnosed
cases s not proven yet, but this
means we locally must understand
our history beforewe try it. It Isan
experiment we would not like to take,
Ouwrs |s tounderstand our history and
Jeinothers incoming up withthe
vaccine that can treat SARS-CoV-2.

= Prof Omi Anzals, virologist and
Immunologist

Covid-19 Updates - June 6

Naar il .
Mombasa

94,507

mslhe reasans italy got to where Weare looking at the passibility
It was s because atown that was the of extending the Interventions,
eplcentre fted its restrictions of thereby reducing the mte of new
movement, causing a serfous spread, cases ... Our fatality rate is five
and because Nalrobl Is an epicentre, per cent so if our health systems
we risk taking the virus to places are not overwhelmed, those who
whaere the numbers are low or where are in need of critical care can
it ks nonexistent if we open. access services.

= Health Principal Secratary Susan - Praf Simon Karanja, foma Kenyatta
Machache University of Agricutture and Technology

preparedness if the disease was
to hit exponentially.

Om this, he said Kenya does not
yet have the adequate testing
il contact tra wchanksms,
anid hospital eapacity, which are
the irredicile minimums health
18 expErts gave if any réopening 15

B Tatal
of samples tested

to b done.
“The question we must ponder
is whether we have met this

e ;: threshold tolift mstrictions. And
thI . L nswer is no. Nairobi and
600 Bea = Mombasa are taking the lead in
Machakos 1 niEw infeciions,” hl_' !’."||||_
1
“mm h |Isodation facilites
Homatey 3
% ] He said the country does not
M THE LAST 26 HOURS - — have the necessary mumber of
Bomet 1 isolation facilities, giving an
Samples tested:; 1637 pxample of Siayn County that has
Confirmed cases: 176 in o 10-bed isolation ward, with
] T Wiy aga [ already nine patients,
ﬁ ! ga ] “Similarly, Busia County has
HIRHITY Male cases W! 34-bed i=olation factlity and by
2 FHid e 3 two days ago, it was full,* he said.
* il 28 2 The President said hewill con
410t Femals cases o _g Ll i = ;
-3 -1 sider possihility of de 1'1-!:.JI._|F.|;|;.
the containment measures if the
_ health mandate s shared
= between counties and the
national government. To this
effect he announced an extra-
'y session of the national
g Iy B rrireenil CO-000T-
e st on Wednesday
o this week,
83 T 22 The surnmit will discuss how
Number Testing effective the containment meas-
of deaths centres

ures have beery, determine how
each county can have at least 300
isolation bed capacity and come
up with modalities on how the

amy can be reopened pro-
aresaively,

President Kenyatta, in anticl
pation of reopening, further
directed that interfaith and reli-
FI0lE OTgamsons e a sit
down with the Inter
Health ministries to w
modalities on protocols of me-
opening places of worship,

Hoveevier, in the meantime, the
ban on all public gatheri
including political rallies, bars
and social gat herings is extended
for 30 days.

Similarly, the ban on interna-
ticmal flights is also extended.

“In the meantime, the Minds
try of Transport is directed with-
in seven diys from date thersof
1o Engage .||| key stakeholders
.'md develop profocols to guide
resumptionof local air travel” he
sald.

The president also ordered
consultations in the education
sector jointhy with the Ministry
of Health, which will see publica-
Hon of gpuldelines on the gradual
ressive return of nor-
e sector by the third
term from September i

“Further, that the ministry
announces the new school calen-
char by o e gaic,

ease burden on overwhelmed public hospitals

fisease, renal faflure, or immunoe-com
rig conditions that place the petient at
incmased risk of developing complications, will
care of at home,” reads the WHO doc-

LT
Thie WHO further recommends that health
wiorkers muist assess whether the patient and
the ||J.I1 ily are capable of adhering to the pre-
li be recommended as part of
tion. These include hand
wy hygiens, environmental
hygtene and limitations on movement around
or from the house
Theey miast also be
cerns such as o

»toaddress safety con-
wgestion anc fire hae-

ardsassociated withusing alcohol-hased hamd
rubs, the global agency said further.

ation link with healtheare pro-
vider or public health pe or both,
should be established for the duration of the

“A way for caregivers to comimmmicate with
i healthcane provider should be established for
thi* duration of the observation period. Alsa,
health care personne should reviey the hoalth

home care perfod - until the patient's symp-
toms have resolved,” the WHO document said,

As for the management of contacts WHO
P sary oo whi has beenegpesed (o
suspocted Covid-19 case s considered a contact
and should be advized to monitor their health
for 1 days from the last day of possible contact.

The guidelines stipulate that home caregiv-
©rs MiEst n contact with a healtheare
providers during the entire period

of contacts regularly by phone, bat, ideally and
sible, through -person visits, so
aEmostic bests can b-ul performed as
necessary. The healthcare provider should ghve
structions o contacts in advance about when
and where to seek care i they become il the
mst appropriate mode of transportation G
use, when and where to enter the designated
health facility and which [PC precautions to
follow,” WHO says,
[Jachuing

Cononaviius °

45,000 people
could die if
rules relaxed,
experts warn

Mane than 453000 people could die by October if meas-
ures put in place to contain spread of coronavirus are
releed even by 60 per cent.

This is aecording to a modeling tool used by experts
from the I'-"u_wtn of Healthto nmprf e spread of infec
thon and possiible lities countrywide

Prosident Unru vering his poddress
to the nation \t‘nl[‘rt.:]y ":n,||.|1('d grim soenarios that
could be replaved in case the economy is reopened.

“Although these projections are generated bya model,
there is hard evidenoe suggesting that countries which
opendd up withou j
sprions waves of ctions. Spikes of infecthons s
instance experienced afrer re-opening religious gather:

in South Korea, Pakistan ond Malaysia,” said the

conditions.
From the trends, said the president

. the rubes the
wenl established to control the disease are
redaxed, tha higher the chances of people getting infect-
ed, the higher the fatalities

Uhwarw said it ks through
place that the g
spread of the v
u{hl,'.- OIS N I:h:d;'\n'llqu_ﬂ L\ll::’|L|;_
siveinfections and deaths,

“If we had not taken stringent measures os we did in
March 2020, the rate of infections -.wuld have peaked to
BOOO00 people by July 30, 1f one infected person has
ot toinfect two people, this member would have
hit inn pmpla in 21 days,” said Kenyara.

Muost countries have been using sclentific model
come up with interventions for controlling the di
Thay ane wsed to help policy makers understand o
likely outcomies as well asbest and worst case s

In coumiries e UISA, scientific models have even been
used to monitor specific populations such as the low
ineome fmike: ple of different races,

The models look into the different properties of the
vires sueh as how infectious it is amd bow |m:_nt it takes
Iwefiore someons dies from the vins,
ls0 monitor other factors like the amount of
peopte infected have with those whoare free
the virus

It is throwgh sclent
tovwm where the first
up with interventions
and buikding hospital

Adhiamiba

@ current measures put n
agped to contain the
ors low even as
ilp'ﬂu W|I|11.r|:|~.-

e modeling that Wuhan, China's
was mported was able to come
ke having a complete lockdown

Health CS Mutahi Kagwe at Afya House, Nalrobl. [Fie|
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TERMDATES With schools set to re-open in September, candidates have less time to prepare

Time running out for this
year’s national exams

ByProtus

pom@rEalstandardmedaco ke

The likelihood of national
examinations being written
this year grew sHmmer vester-
day when President Uhuru
Eenyatta ganve an indication
that gradual re-opening of
schooks might only be feasible
in September,

According to Kerya Notion
al Examinations Counecil
(Kniec), 1,938,667 candidates
have registered to write the
Kenya Certificate of Primary
Education (KCPE) and Kenya
Certificate of Secondary Edu-
cathon { KCSE ),

Both igams were to be done
betwesn October and Decem-
bér this year, But this seems
unlikely as the coronavirus
disease continues to ravage
the world,

[Dashed hopes

Schools were closed on
March 16, and 15 million pre-
school, primary, secondary,
college and university learn:
ers have been home since
then. The leamers, particu-
larly candidates, were hopeful
that Kenyatta. during his
mddress to the nation yester
day, might re-open schools
The government had earfier
postponed re-opening for a
month in May. But those
hopes were dashed when the
president directed the Minis
try of Education to come up
with guidelines on grodaal re
opening of learning Institu-
tions from September.

“Following stakeholders”
consubtations in the education
sector, both ministries of Edu

Contain numbers

A candidate prepares ahead of last year's KCPE. [Fe. 5]

cation and Health ssue and
publicise guidilines on o grd-
il and progressive retim to
normaley inthe education sec
tor by the Third Term, from
September 1, 2020, Further,
that the mmistryaf Education
ammoinees the new school cal-
endar by mid-Augast,” Keny
atta said.

Now, there is a likelihood
that the national examing-
tions will be conducted next
year after the government
iehves a revised new school cal -
endar.

The Cowvid-19 Nathonal Edu-
cation Response Committes
had on Friday handad its final
repart to Education Cabinet
Secretary George Magohs

who later handed it to the
president

Magoha had in Moy consti
tuted the task force to advise
o the measures to be taken to
e A return to normaley in
the basic education sector
during the coronavirus e
Education stakeholders were
yvesterday happy with the
president, saying it is fmpor-
tant for the country to deal
with the disease first before
schools re-open.

"We recommended that
schionls be re-opened gradu
ally and ondy on advice of med-
ics. Omly after the medical
fmaternity declares the coun
try =afe is when our children
can g0 back to schoal ” said

Constantine Wasonga, the
Universities Academic Staff
Undon { UASL) secretary gen-
eml. "Schools can wait. There
will b nd paint n re-opening
schools only tolose the earm-
ers.

Kenya National Union of
Teachers (KNUT ) Secretary
General Wilson Sossion sup-
ported this view, saving the
schools should not be re
opened now.

“The team of medical
experts we commissioned to
give advice on the disease
have indicated that if schools
re-open now, with the low
coromavines testing capacity
against 15 million learners,
thene will be a surge in infie-
tioms," Sossion said.

More time

Hesaid the teachers’ unbons
hawe established a panel of
eminent doctors to develop a
report on the re-opening of
schools. “This can only hap
pen once we have guidedines
on how the leamers, teachers
and school communities will
be sensitised on dealing with
the virus," Sossion added.

He also called on the gov-
ermment to ensure that school
infrastructure is expanded 1o
comply with measures like
washing of hands and social
distancing among learners,

Head teachers have also
callod for the postponement
of examinations, saying fime
lost need to be recovered
before candidates take the
orEms.

KCPE and KCSE exarming-
tion papers are printed in the
United Kindgom Due to Cow
id-19, a team of exam experts
from the Ministry of Educa
thon did not travel tothe UK n
April to fast-track revision and
printing of national excaming
tioms, [ The Writer is 2019/20
Bertha Fellow]

What it will take to ease tough restrictions

It will take more than just
memes and social media mes
sages to open up the country,
President Uhuru Kenyatta
wiarned yestenday,

With infecthons already hit-
ting 2,724 by vesterday s figures,
and indications that even the
country's largest heatth facils
ties are struggling to cope, the
president laid down the bare
minimim to have the Covid-19
restrictions eased, resisting
pressure from Kenyans tired of
curfewand a 70-day lockdown,

To open up, the country must

contain mfections and the mim-
beers must dmp, said Kenyatta
The count ry's healthcare sys
tems must also be prepared to
hamdle a surge in infections,
which means avoiding a sce-
narin where sick people will be
wheeled into hospitals to find no
bads and health workers too
overwhelmed toattend to them

Encugh capacity

This also implied developing
seamiess home-hased cane svs
tems that will ke care of the
sick to avedd stretching hospi-

tals already handling more crit-
cal cases.

In his address to the nation
yesterday from State House, the
president was categorical that
the comntry must dewelop suffi-
clent capacity to monitor and
trace contacts, which means
more health workers would be
needed.

Kemmita warned that in the
absenee of these three condi-
tlons, the country risks going
the way of other countries such
as South Korea, Pakistan and
Malayska that relaxed restrie-

tlons only to run into head-
winds

“If this is our new reality and
we face the dilemma of easing
restrictions or continuing with
them, what must we do as a
coumiry? What is the Irredhucible
minimum for opsming the coun
try?What i the thmeshold below
wiich we cannot go,” posed the
president,

The new conditions spelled
out by the president gave an
indication of a country caught
between a rock and hard place.

1
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| thought ‘normal
cold’ would clear,
says ACK Provost
from his ICU bed

Om Tuesday last week, All Saints Cathedral Proviost Sarmmy Wain
aina developed what he thought was & normal oold

The cold, however, persisted even after taking medicine he bought
from a chemist on his way home,

“1 walked into a chemist, got some antfhiotics and painkillers then
went home thinking it would just go mway, | was wrong,” the Very Rev
Cancn Wainaing told the Sunday Sfendaerd on the phone from the
Intersive Care Unit at Aga Kian Hospital in Nairobl, where be i cur-

v admitted for Covid-19,

Wainaina says soon he developed a ragging cough, was running a
fever and started having headaches and chills, Little did he know that
he was trying to treat the novel coronavirus

Because physical church congregations have bewn stopped for over
two months now, the cleric has been conducting online services and ks
unsure how he might have contracted the vines,

He zays he has tiken all measures and precautions as cutlined by the
Health Ministry. From Sunday services to being in the office, the prov
ot says he has minimised contact.

O Wednesday kst weelk, he still felt unvel] but had one of the sched-
uled onfine church programmes todo,

“Twent home and on Wednesday | did my weebdy Provost's Desk Live
at Sam though 1 felt a bit grogey and the cold did not go away, " he says

The following day, Wainakna went to Aga Khan Hospital’s Mombasa
Road branch after calling off al! Thursday and Friday meetings.

“They did some test and put me on medication but refermed me to
the main hospital where Daas found to have pnegmonia. This prompt-
ed them to conduct a Covid- 19 test.” he narmates.

Abost five days later the hospital called and informed Wadnaina that
b bl tested positive and needed to go for treatment, His condition
later deteriorated and he had to be put in intensive cane,

The provost says he is thankful to God that he is dong well and his
family s fini.

On Friday evening, he sent out a message to his congregation at Al
Saint=s Cathedral about his condithon,

Wainaina says people should not assume that they cannot catch the
dizoase.

He says his assumption that what he had would just go away put his
entire family - wife and three children - in harm's way

UMy advice is that once yvou devielop a cold during this period, donot
treat it merely as a cold because it could as well be comnavirus,” he
says, acding that looking back, e would have isolated himself from the
moment he started feeling umesell.

Walnaina says the best thing for those who suspect they might be
sick is to isolate 50 a6 not to risk the lives of others that might come
Intes comtmet with them

Heurged Kemyars to take serboushy the threat of Covid -19 and asked
the gowvernment to be cautious sbout reopening the economy as it
woulld be difficult to know what the couniry  could be walking
IR, r

“We leaders do not speak about
Covid-19 and Kenyans have
become casual about it but 1
want to tell Kenyans that it &
aserions and expengive dis
ease, which Kenyans
need to really be cau-
tiomes sbout,” says Wain
aina wha s still at the ICU,

[Jeckonia Otiena)]

All Saints Cathedral
Provest Sammy Wainaina,
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Urban poor, rural communities and highly traditional societies hardest hit by pandemic

Poverty, stigma
and poor response
hamper fight to
tamedeadly virus

Crisis has also poked
holes in the efforts toroll
out Universal Health
Coverage by Ministry of
Health

By Dankel Wesangula

Dwesanguia st anclardmedaco ke

Acombination of stigma, lack

poverty and insd
f healtheare
workers has worsened the
impact of the Covid-19 pandem
i, @ rvey by a coalition of
community-based organisa
thoms has fonnd out

As a result, the urban poor,
rural communities and highly
traditional socletios have been
hardest hit in the three-maonth
period when the Minkstry of
Health has strugzled to fatten
the curve,

The coalition, People’s Health
Movement Kenya (PHM), says
the survey, conducted in high
risk pounties since the diseass
was first reported on March 12,
has also reves b existing his
s i the aged and sel
ed healtheare sys-
tems that continue to compli
cate the coUntry’s response.

Data from the Minkstry of
Health shovw that in Nairobi for
imstance, almost a third of the
1,213 reported nombers were
recorded in the informal settle
ments of Kibra and Mathare,

Burdened healthcane

The severity of the disease
among the country's poor has
not been limited to burdening
their health onky.

“With 90 per cent of the resi
dents in informal settlements
absorbed in the informal sector
without social security, work
insuramice or amy form of insula
thon against economic shocks,
implementation of interven
tioms such as ‘stay at home' are
almost impossible to comply
with,” Dan Owalla, the coall
thon's programme coordingtor
SIVE

It also faults the Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) pro
grmime for “falling short' ofthe
natlor's expectations at a time
when access to healtheare ks
cruial,

“Majority of Kenyans con
tinue to have lmited access (o
healthservices during Covid-18,
With the crisiz poking holes in
the efforts to roll out UHC”
Cwalls says.

Away from the UHE and s
role in containing the virus, a
survey of cour outside of
MNairobi show a varying degree
of challenges, For instance, in
Nyerl, health workers and
health facilitkes are strugeting
with waste disposal.

The survey also shows that
MNyerl too is strugeling with
Inadequate Personal Protective
Equipment for its key person-
nel, a lack of other essential
drgs in public facilities snce
attention has been shifted to the
o 19 mespuonse,

Of note also is that patients
underening cancer treatment,
dialysis and ather forms of spe-
cialised oure have had their ser
vices interrupted and in some
instances suspended all togeth
&r.

Last year, national data from
MoH shows about 9000
patints received dialysis while
the cancer burden stood at
around 47000 new cases
amed 33,000 deaths.

In Homa Bay, the survey
shiovers that although b
and livelihoods have collapsed
and househalds are unable to
cater for everyday basics such
a5 food &nd rent, the county has
registered increased human
rights viclations with rape,
deflement and other forms

gender hased violence increas
ir

Weeks into the curfew, the
thonal Councll on Adm
tration of Justice (NC
released a statement saying
sexual offences had risen sig
nificantly over the two week-
pericd that followed the
enforcement of the nationwide
currfen

“Thers has been a significant
spike in sexual offerces in many
parts of the country in the last
two wieeks. In some cases, the
perpetrators are dose relatives,
guardiansor pu?acrr.:hl.lngwr
the victims," said NCAJ Chatr
Chief Justioe Dav "

Accordimg to NCAL the cases
at the time constituted some

“There has beena
significant spike in
sexual offences in
many parts of the
country in the last
two weeks..."

sald NCAJ Chalr Chief Justice
Dasid Maraga

5.8 per cont of the criminal
cames reported within the durs-
tion

"This s the biggest "h'a]lm:r:-.'
and children dur-
s because the vic-
tims live urvder the same roof as
the perpetrators,” Owalla says,
“The curfew has also compli
cated things further since an
abused woman or child in most
cases has to stay indoors until
mrming whenthe curfew ends.
Nine out of ten times, morne
abuse happens.”

In his presentation to the
Senate Health Committee,
Mutshi Kagwe, Health Cabinet
Secretary, told legislators that
some Sh0 millon had been set
aside for effective public com-
munication. Yet, the su ey
reverls, some counties lag
behind others with regards to
awareness of the novel corong
virus disease.

In Kakamega, threats by oen-
tral government on forced guear
antine of these in violation of
containment regulations has led
large swrat s of the population
o think the disease as a killer.

The weaponisation of the
containment measures cont i
w5 to scare communities from
visiting hospitals for fear of
belng diagnosed with Covid-18

On May 2, Health Chief
Administrative Secretary Dr
Mercy Mwangangi noted that
there had been a decrease in the
murmber of patients visiting hos-
pitals for other flnesses,

While this would ordinarily
e ood news, the CAS said city
e should not be afraid to seek
mixdical assistance when nesd-
ed

Almost 20 per cent of corona-
virus-related deaths occur a
e, Mcst of thie
reported in Mombasa,

Gender based viokmnoe

And there are fears that this
aversion to hospitals as well as
effects of the nigh time curfew
Taave contribusted toan increase
in child mortality
as mothers who
at night opt to defiver at home,

In some cases, though, it is
the very measures put in place
to protect Hves that may be
resulting in deathe. In Siaya, the
survey found that among the
reasons residents are not visit
ing healthcare facilities is
because they lack of masks
wiliich are mandatory in public
SPACEs

that huarve claimad naark appe
iy TO0 v M
response [rom governiment

94,507

® Tatal numbser of
samples tested

2,600

BConfirmed cases

“They think that going to a
hospital without o mask will
result in an immediate confine-
ment and mandatory testing for
the virus,” Onemilla says.

In Kisumu County, & bulk of
its public health attention has
been diverted from other criti-

el arvas sch a8 reproductive
health, palliatve care for cancer
patients and implementing a
proper public health response
to the current foods in parts of
the county.

According satellite derived
data from the Famine Early
Warning Systems Network
I'F'E'r'\S‘\IF'T.I.r‘.lnuJalne.‘rh.fh
to Moy rainfall broadly ramged
between 120 and 200 per cent of
average across the country
Localised areas of Turkana,
Wajir, Isiolo, Laikipia, Kwale,
hl ul, and Tana River received
200 1o 400 pereent of averige
rainfall.

“Recent heavy rains led to

B Cther calimities suchas floods

snectedsar 30
& Porce
30 of all deaths
m:ulhﬂl at

706

m Nurmiber
— of necowiries
83 g
= Number
of deaths

flonds in 36 counties, where
over B0O,000 people were
affected. There were 237 fatali-
ties and over 116,000 were dis-
placed. The foods also led 1o
foss of property and livestock,
considerable damage to crops,
and disruption of agricultural
activities in high and medim
maize production areas”
FEWSNET says.

‘Worst -affected areas include
Tana River, Mandera, Marsabit
and Turkana, With Lake Vieto-
rin reaching its highest water
level on the historical record
and a I1|;:J; likebhood of above-
normal rainfall this month,
there is a threat of additional
mnrhrmfrnl-lmr-uﬂmmgt WS
and due to river back flow.

From the start of the curfew,
law enforcement officers coun-
trywide have been accused of
assalring people while enfore
ing these regulations,

In Machakos, Like many other

Covid-19 mass testing at
Olymplc Primary School in
Kibra, Nainobi County. [Fyvs
OgnaStandard]

parts of the country, there have
been reports of individuals
injured by workers of both the
national and county govern-
ments.

Ministry of Health data show
that Mombasa comes seconsd
after Nairobi in terms of Cov-
id-19 positive numbers, How-
ever, the county's resporse has
encountered some headwinds,
the biggest of them being stig
tmin directed at those sespected
to have tested pasitive,

As aresult, deaths within the
county of Covid-19 patients
have occurred at home with
family members apprehenshve
of taking their kin to hospital,

In spite of receiving much of
the Cowvi ) response, Mairobi
has had its fair share of issues,
Forced evictions that took place
on the 4th, Sthand Gth of May in
Karichangi, Korogocho Market,
Kisurmu Ndigo and Nyayo Vil-
lages left owver 7000 families
homeless and destitute, expos-
Imge them to Covid-19and desta
hilising their livelihoods.

The financial impact of the
pandemic has rendered the vic
tims incapable af prov
thelr farnilies or rakis
rative accommodation arrange
ments, Further, the familles
have been left with no access to
safe drirking water and sanita-
OES.

5 noik all gloom and
doom. The consortium says
povernment can learn from the
pandemic and improve the
healthcare system

“Thes sons should inform
arohust, melusive and substan-
tive human rights based
approach o healtheare,” Crwalla
SIYS.

“If nothing else sticks, gov
ernment shanild at least legrn to
invest more and invest better in
healtheare,”
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Hotspots. Busia, Uasin Gishu, Kajiado and Taita Taveta counties

Alarmas truc
drivers turninto
super spreaders

Officials say the long-
distance road users have

By Sunday Team

nevades@standammesdia on e

The spread of Covid-19
among ruck drivers ks mising
ocomcern among health authori
ties, with almast 100 of them
testing positive for the disease
in less than a week

Truck drivers who operate
from Mombasa through the
major towns on the highway
and the border points with
Ugnnda have been jdertified o
super-spreaders of the virs.

Of all the border counties,
Busia is the most affected,
reporting 81 cases in three dis
T'h|= fnl,'.rlty borders Ugnnda in
Mall

By vesterday, Busia had
TE“}N.I'TE'l’J 178 cases of Covid-19
positive truckers, according to
the county’s head of coronavi
ruas response team, David Muk-
abi.

The other counties where
truck drivers hove been found
positive are Uasin Gelu, Kajia
o, and Taita Taveta

Om Friday, Taita Taveta
reported four mses of comnavi
rus-posithie truck drivers while
Uasin Gishu reported one case
i Turks,

Uasin Gishu recorded 12 cases
om . Junée 3 while Kafiado County
had three - all truck drivers.

These high numbers are
despite tough measures lssued
by the Ministry of Health that

niot ondy dictate when and how
often the drivers should be test-
o, but also gives them desig
nied stopovers on the North-
ern Corridor,

Spread of the disesse among
truck drivers seems to have
taken the government back to
the drawing board as Health

Cabinet Secretary Mumhi Kag
we laid bare the tricks some of
them use to evnde being tested
and detected.

“In the last few weeks, we
have witnessed a large number
of truck drivers testing positive,
Let me make it clear that all
truck drivers must take a Cov
id-19 rest, at least 48 hours
e embarking on thedr jour-
ey and acoquire a Cobvid- 19 free
certificate,” hewarned,

Truckers have devised ways
of cirmurmventing checkpaints
undetected

One of the tricks is using &
trucker who has been tested
and issued with a certificete to
collect the cargo from Mombasa

178

B Numbir of Covid-19 pasithe
truckers in Busia County by
yesterday

12

B Nurnber of Covid-19 pasitive
truck drivers Uasin Gishu
recorded on June 3

24

B Numberof hours truckess
take to get Covid-19 test results

port fora colleague who has not
been tested,

Kagwe said others fnrs'_e
the cer it ot rl:'.l..mnh
there are only selectod facilities
that can test for Covid-19,

“A certificate can only be
ssuad bya Workd Health Organ
sation accredited laboratory,”

5 8
Eenya has 22 of such labora
tories, Twaoof these were donat-
ed by the German government
s mobile laboratories specifi-
cally 1o assist in testing |'|f|'r’|.u'h
drivers and are stationed in
Buisia and Maail Mahdu in N
i County.

The twio are in addition to 13
others that were selected to
fast-track the testing of drivers.

They are in Mombsasa (Min
tini), Nairobi (South B), Kisunm
tahero sub-county hospital),
Migori (Migori County Hospi-
tal), F'I:Im:-t Makuru (Makuru
i and Naiva-
i Medical and
Training College), Machakos,
Marsahir waile { Kwale sub-
county hospital, Kinango and
Msaminwerd ).

The designated stops are in
Busin, Gilgil, Taveta, Namanga,
Miclongno, Malabaamnd Webuye,
The latter towmn has a stopover
bust no ontracted hotal, which
means no sieepovers at this
paint

The stopovers hive selected
hotels that act as quarantine
facilities where truckers can
stay while waiting for their
results, which takes up to 24
hours. It is also o awobd truck
drivers interncting with local
communities.

An aerial view of trucks at the Malaba besder in Busia County. Officials say the spread of Covid-19
among truck driversis worrying. [Mumo Mume Standand]

The country has also been
grappling with truckers from
other countries. [n recent past,
severl truck drivers from other
countries have been tested and
those who turned positive
returned at the borders.

A wesk after the mandanory
testing protocol for truck driv
eérs was introduced, about 100
truck drivers from Tanzania
hanve tested positive.

The dirivers sought to get into
the coumtry thmagh Namanga,
Linga Lumga, and Isebania bor-
der points in Eajiado, Taita
Tavela and Migor counties,
respectively,

In Turkana County, up to
sovem cases of the disease have
been confirmed. Six of those
cases were truck drivers who
woere tested at Nadapal border
point.

Health Chief Administrathe

Secretary Rashid Amaon s
huge portion of those who test-
o positive were trick drivers
who had trevelled within the
East Afr romomic bloc,

Busia and Malaba border
posts serve as o gateway o
other East African countries
and have alse recorded & num
ber of cases.

[ir Mukabi, who ks in-charge
of the fight against coro
a Courty, told The
ardmost af the driversarmive m
Busia without Covid-19 certifi-
caties

Mulabl echoed eounty com-
misshoner Joseph Karyin's sen-
timents that they may have to
e drivers who arrive in
w! Malaba without cer-
tficates nto quarantine.

Busip Governor Sospeter
(Ojaamong has lamented that
both county®s o and fman-

cial resources have been
stretched due to the large num
ber of coses Alpe solation oen
tre is hosting currently.

On the Nairobi-Mombasa
highway, one can hardly miss
hawkers hanging on vehicles,
persusading truck drivers tohuy
thelr goods.

his business is common in
tovwns on Makuenl streteh such
1li, Salama, Sultan
;i ikl Simnba, ancl Nak-
indu, where many traders
remain ablivious of contain
ment measures like sanitising
and apcial distancing

“We sell tolomg-tHstant driv
o5, They can take your fruits,
check and return to you when
they feel it is not what they
wanted,” said Ruth Mbithe, a
hurwkoer, [Graham Kajiwa, Lucas
Mgasike, ignatius Odanga and
Stephen Nrioka]

Soaring number of infections among drivers puts Busia in tight corner

Husia County has established mare
solation centres for sick truck drivers as
L'\“:I'IJIL!'.-L'LLH CHSES rise.
nm-mur\mf-pdn-r|";|.1.ur|r

The facilities have bed capacities of 42
and 200, respectively. Another 50 beds
have been added at Alupe that had a
Tl-bed capacity.

The county has been engaging the
national government over possibility of
comverting the Kenya Medical Training
Institute in Busia into another solation
facility to handle rising numbers,

But chief officer-in-charge of Health
and Sanitation Isaac Omerl indicated
that only asymptomatic patients would

be accommodated at the ATC On top of
the preventive measures put in place by
the county government, five hotels have
bein identified in Busia town where
truck drivers cam past up and six othersin
Malaba border town.

[ Omer sabd the hotels were specifi
cally for truck drivers to help minimise
somerios where they mingle froely with
lIncals.

By yesterday, Busia had recorded 178
positive coses, all of them truck drivers.

“We expect the number to go up in
coming days. That is why we hove dedid-
od to get atermative places for patients
to be hedd as they get medication,” said
Omeri

The county has mounted disinfectant
booths and spray tunnels In strategic

places, particul at the Bisia and
Malaba border posts, for useby chearing
agents and truck drivers.

It has also erected water tanks and
provided soap for kecals to wash hands
regularty.

Food vendors

Following complaints from a saction
of locals that some food vendors were
hanwkeing food to truckers, the countyhns
launched sensitisation programme
.:umm.i at educating the sellers not to
have close contact with drivers.

“Ttis atter of great concerm becmss
some drivers mingle with locals before
even knowing their status, We are telling
our peopie and specifically those selling
food and frults to mvold getting into ciose

cmmtact with truckers to avold contract
ing the vimnus," said Omer.

The Ministry of Health in March iden
tifbed truck drivers as a weak link n the
fight against coronavinis,

For the [ast three weels, Busia town
and Malaba have been chaotic due to
trailer snarl-up,

i has so far returmed ot least 50
Kenyan truck drivers who tested posi-
tive. The county by Thursday had tested
more than 7000 truck drivers

On Tuesday, Governor Ojsamong and
County Commissioner Joseph Karyiri
announced that a driver withoot & cer
tificate to show they are Covid-19 fres
woulld not enter the county,

Thny saicd drivers would bear the cost
of fumigat ing their trucks, The response

team established that some drivers had
iy certificates.

Shortege of reagents, personal protec
tive quiprment, ventilators, foe masks
and fewer health care providers have
remained the higiest challenges in the
fight against coronavirs in the county,
said Cmeri.

Yesterday, hee said the department was
ke on paying the heath care providers
their subsistenice allowanoes.

This is after some frontline workers
lamented that their morale was low since
the county was yet to pay them their
allrernces,

The affected cadres include doctors,
rurses, public health officers and labora
tory technologhsts,




SUNDAY, IUNE 7, 2020 The Standard

MP Shah, Aga Khan and Mater Hospitals have already effected pay cuts for staff

Private hospitals struggle
as patientsstayathome

struggle to pay salaries

By The Standard Team

Aewscdeskifstancandmeda.co e

The private healthcare sector
has found itself in o precarious
position withworkers in the sector
teatering on the edge of unemploy-
mentdue to the impact of Covid-15,

Top private hospitals inchading
MP Shah, Agn Khan and Mater
Hospitals have alresdy effected pay
cuts for their staff while some
smaller facilities have laid off
workers in a bid to stay aflcat,

A miern from MP Shah Hospital
board chairman Manoj Shah to
staff said the pay cut would be
effected from May 2030, and would
bereviewed after three months.

Mater Hospital's CEOQ Dominic
Mwenja also said stoff would take
apaycut bebwean June to Septem-
ber in a graduated scale according
to pay. The memo also said some
staff would be going on unpadd
lewee, but would be cushiomed with
SOpercent of the newty gracusted
sallary.

At 5t Mary's Mumias Mission
Hospital in Kakamega county, 40
POYERS WETE B Wtk A0 st on
unpaid leave as effects of the pan-
demic bite,

The facility's administration
siid operations had been affected
iy the virus, making it umrealistic
to keep the workers.

Father Columban Odhtambo,
whi 15 in charge of the hospital,
said the mamber of patients seek-
ing treatment at the facility had
drastically dropped and manzge-
ment was struggling to pay sala-
ries af its over 200 employees.

Painfulchoices

“We have been forced to send
some clinical officers, nurses and
warkers in other cadres on unpaid
leave until further notice,” said
Father Odhiamba,

The hospital, he said, was strug-
#ling to buy medical supplies and
haal been compelled to shut down
ane ward for lack of patients,

Despite retaining its 700
employess, Part Florence Hospital
i Kismm county has had to imple-
ment & 15 to 40 per cent salary
deduction depending on the card-
ers of staff.

It has also recorded a 50 per cent
reduction in the number of
patients. According to Dimectar D
Joshun Oron, this has in turn
affected thelr reverue stream.

“The struggle is real. As 8 hospi-
tal, pur revenue is directly propor-
thonal to the number of patients we
harveley, and when the mmiber goes
diram, we face a huge deficit hence
cannot pay our bills," he said

There has been speculation that

rany people have kept off hospital
over coronayinis fears.

Dr Amit Thakkar, Chairman of
the Kenya Healtheare Federation
(KHF} says patients have mostly
been afraid of visiting hospitals
dhee to the vines, only showing up
when it is absohitely necessary or
fior emergenches,

Waorryingly, reponts show that
there has been a rise in maternal
deaths due to mothers delivering
af horne, whie others ame kieping
off the facilithes and rissing out on
erucial child immunization pro-
ETETITES.

“Une of our big warrles is that
penphe are only going o hospital
when their chronic condition has
‘become an emergency. Mamy of the
doctors in private hospitals are
dealing with ncreased cases of
hypertension and diabetes that are
not betng controlled well because
of missed sppointmonts,” said Dr
Amit.

Revenues hive also been affect-
e heavily.

“Because of the pandemic, we
have seen a 40 per cent decline in
the revenue across all hospitals.
Some have been affected more
severely than others, The anes that
rely alot on surgical pathents were
the first to get affected because all
the elective surgeries (nom-emer:
genckes and conditions that ean
watit for 4 while Iie growths, small
swodlingzs, fibrodds b were discontin-
ved by the government in Mid-
March," said Dr Amit.

The Govemment last week lited
the restriction on ebective surger-
les, which Dr Amit says might
Increase the fliow of patients wait-
ing to have their operations done
in private hospitals.

Meanwhile, the medical staff
continue to feel the heat of the pan-
denic.

A murse at a private hospital in
Nakueru talks of the pain of getting

Empty seats at nﬂhmummm avoiding hospitals for fearsof contract-
g Cowid-19, [ Earmau Machubie. Standad]

|
Positive side of
situation

B “What can be expected
and that we have observed
already is that some diseases
ke diarrhea may reduca. In
Hairobl, we are sesing less
cases of cholera than bafors

h-mﬁtﬂ'l:itumﬁ'm'

that much of animpact.

a termination letter on June 1.

Her contract was to expire in
Seprember, but lean tmes forced
heer emnployer to take drastic meas-
\UTES SDONER

“1 do not know if the manage-
ment will pay my dues, 1 was
ordered tohand over my roles and
hospital property this week. lam
devastated,” said the murse.

At least 15 health workers
among them nurses and clinteal
affieers at Nakur Nursing Home
have also been sent on unpaid
leave.

Mirfam Walrimu, the facility
matron told The Standard that low
patient numbers has affected its
TEVERNDE SITPAMS,

“We are left with half of the
employees, with the rest given
unpaid leave, until the situation
improves.” said Wairima,

Currently, the facility serves
about 10 patients a day, o numiser
that has dropped from 100, Deliv-

eries at the facility, feted best In
maternal service provision Nakum
by Population Services Internation
(PSI}, in 2018, has also reduced,

Normally, about 10 women
deliver at the hospital, This num-
berhas reduced to one or two, rafs-
ing concerna that women might be
delivering in hands of unskilled
personmnel.

The pandemic has also come
with other challenges,

Debt from the National Health
Insurance Pund for other diseases
has ballooned and hospitals in
rural areas that rely an NHIF are
in dire need.

Speaking at a webinar on job
security in the private sector ear-
lier in the week, Dr Brian Lishenga,
Chairman of The Rural Private
Hospitals Assoclation of Kenya
(RUPHA), said private hospitals in
rural andurban underserved popu
lations like Kangem|, Kayole and
Kisaumi were in dire need.

“The reasan is that most of them
are doing service provision with
NHIE" said Dr Lishenga.

“This has alse caincided with
certain reforms happening at NHIF
and with people working from
home, processing of claims and
approval of procedures has slowed

During the webinar, Dr Lishenga
said the current situation had
exposed the underbelly of the pri-
vate health sactor calling for more
public-private partnerships
(PPPs),

“We need to move away from
the private sector -public sector
dichobomy and move to a single
payer system. We can regulate
prices and level the playing field,
Let the public and private sector
compete on efficlency only,” he

id

Sakd.
[lacqueline Mahugu, Mercy
Kahenda , Mactiida Mbemywe, John
1

Ccorionavirtus "

Virus fears

Concernas
expectant
mothers opt
for home
deliveries

Checking into a hospital was the last thing on
Darothy Akoth's mindwhen she suddenly went into
labour. 1t was almost midnight and the 27year-old
restdent of Obunga slums in Kisumu knew it
wionildn't be long until her baby arrived.

But there was one problem. Akoth was afraid of
going to hospital because she believed there was a
greater risk of exposing hersedf and her newborn to
Covid- 1,

Although ber foars were driven by unverified
reports, Akoth asked her husband to call in o tradi-
rional midwife.

“Tt was at night and my husband was willing to
take me to haspital but T'would hear noneaf it since
Twas afraid of contmcting the virs,” Akoth said,

InMarmyatta shims, Zaida swino, 30, said she gave
birth to her second borm at 8pen in the house because
she feared flouting the dawn-to-chusk curfew,

"With reparts that hespitals are high risk [ could
not dare giving birth there. What if | had high tem-
peratures and was foroed nto quarantine ™ Awino
posed.

In Nyalenda slums, Jane Auma who is two weeks
awiny from her expected due date, ghares her fears,

“There is no way | will risk going to the hospital
becase | do not want 1o expose my family to the
wirus,” said Auma.

Just like Akoth, Awino sought the services of
Agnes Mubonja, 68, a traditional birth attendant
wihosays the pandemic has seen a rise in the number
of clients,

“Last night, | helped three mothers give birth,”
she sakd while showing details of the babies record
id in a worn-out notebook.

When she rans short of razor blades, Muhonji
usis sugancane pedings to cut the umbilical oord
She charges Sh2,000 for her services.

She says since the enforcement of dawn-to-cdusk
curfew, inadayshe attends to at least 15 women who
are ebther seeking antenatal, postmatal care and
these ghving birth,

Reportsat the Jaramogi Oginga Odinga Teaching
and Referral Hospital show the facility has recorded
a 60 per cent drop in births since the pandemnic
started

Im Apri] last year, the facility hiad a twtal of 1,000
births compared to 400 recorded in April this vear.
Maxtics at the facility ssid the mumber of deliveries
s anaverage of 18-25 per day, froma previousaver-
e of 35-401

Reports from Kisumu County Hospital indicate
that hefore the enforeement of the dmem- to-dusk
ourfew the facility recorded 11 deliveries per night
which has reduced to four.

The hospital's nurse-in-charge Millicent Oloo sakd
o mvrriber of mothers ane opting to deliver ot home
for fear of being exposed to the coromavirus, The
situation has been aggravated by the curfew that
ke it difficult for expectant women to seck help
In hospitals as they fear being arrested. [Mactiida
Mberryan ]

Cinedy Aketch from Kisumu Medical and Education
Trust {left) with Dorothy Akoth, a mother who apted
to ghee birth at home in Obunga shim, Kisumu

County. [ Cofirs Oduor Stanclrd]
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BLESSINGS Deputy President handed special Nandi regalia also given to presidents Kenyatta and Moi

Inside DP Ruto’s secret
rituals with Talai elders

Deputy President said
to have atoned for the
clan's neglect as he
humbly sat among
elders.

By Sunday Standard Team

v oeskEstanda dredia oo

Takal Clan elders who host-
ed Deputy President William
Ruto for a cultural interces-
sion on Friday momming have
opened up on their two-hour
interaction with the country's
Number Two,

Speakirg in strict confiden
tiality, the elders said apart
from his ongoing political
prroblerns, they had thedr sepa-
rate and long pending griey-
ances with the DP which took
the better part of their time
with him,

The elders are the descend-
ants of the Orkalyot Koitaled
Samoei, who led a 12-year
rebellion against colonial
imasion before he was duped
into a pence truce and shot
dead In 1805,

“We poured our hennts out,
including on missing out in
government posts since he
took over leadership mantle In
2013 and generally neglecting
the clan that blessed his
ascendancy to the top,” stated
ane af the dlders.

Rare moment

They said given that it was
a rare moment to have with
the OP humbly seated among
them, they censured him for
neglecting their clan, whose
political misfortunes of colo-
nial e saw them bamished to
Gwmsi, Homa Bay County.

“He acknowledged the chal
lenges and asked for forgive
ness, promising to complete
the stalled upgrade of Chept-
eritKaiboi and Sironoi-Bara
ton roads the Government
initiated in 2014," quoted the
ROUTEE,

The council of elders
acpepted his atonement and
proceeded to crown him with
the coveted animal skin
knowm as sambut (lendership
gmam ) and two batons,

“He was handed a shart
(leadership baton) and & min
gut {(hunting baton) while
seated on the special three
temmad stool, surrounded by
religions leaders and the
eouncl of elders™ the source
revealid

The source further stated:
“We didn't want to ks hand on
tim since he has problems in
government. We simply for-
gave him and wished him well
in his endeavors,” said the
SOUTTE,

Reverend Peter Chemas
wet, a cultural historian, told

Sunday Standard that the

frraskon was significant given
it entailed the blessings of
elders.

“Mandi elders gave presk-
chents.fom Kemyatta and Dan-
fel Moi leadership blessings
and regalia. Kenyatta was
given another sambut (8 spe-
cial leader's regalia) in Kap-
sokewony, Mount Flann,” Che-
maswet claimead.

The bhlessings signify
respect and authority to lead
in various aspects of life, he
said, Being & Sabaot, Chemas-
wetl said he cannot speak
much about Ruto's anoint-
ment since it was done by
Nandi elders.

Acrording toan elder of the
Talsd clan, the event was a pri
vate affair and there were
strict instructions against
revealing anything to those
mod imevited.

One of the elders who
adrministered the cobtural cer-
emony said the clan had
sought an appatntment with
Futo siv months before the
Fricay meeting. The down cer
emony was closely guarded,
only left for performing
elders, the anointed leader
and a few members of Ruto's
Bge set.

Ruto was ushered
intoa special house
that had been set
apart for the
anointment.

“It woas a
strong cultural
tradition inii-
ated by seven
elders all aged
above 60 and
from all the |
five sub-clans
of Koitalel
arap Samoei's
Talai clan.
All  the
elders 3
weéere -
seated
in des-
ignated
positions
near a fire-
place while Ruto
had a special placed
réserved for him,” he
salkd,

Ruto rade his polit-
bcal debut in 19687 by
troameing a member of
Talai Clan, William
Sami.

According tooneof
the elders, Ruto will
now furn the tables
on his enemies, and
that those fighting
him politically will
now scatter. While
the meeting stirred
the debate of the
blurred line between
Christianity, which

Rutoprofesses, and culture, it
also laid bare the nugged jour
ney that characterises the
search for presidency and the
pace of culiure in it

Kenya's four presidents, it
emerged yesterday, have had
an interaction with the Talai
clan of the Nandi community,
Kemyntta, Mod, Mwai Kibaki
and Uburu hove all had pier-
sonal intersctions with the
elders either before or during
their presidency,

On December 12, 1963,
Sirian Manwel, the sonof Kol
tale] Arap Samoel, held Mazee
Kenyatts during the hoisting
of the Kenyan flag at Uluaru
Gardens after the couniry
attaimed independence. It's
not clear whether there had
been  some
Interaction

befare or after according to
historian and author Godfrey
K Sang,

Migihtlong ritual

Sang sald that on July 26,
1969 at Kamatargul village n
Kapsabet, Nandi County, then
Vice President Moi had a
meeting with the Talad elders
that went on all night. The
organisers, he says, were ex-
senior Chief Joo! Malel and
the former chairman of the
Nandi African District Council
lsane Kosgey and Pl Kiplimo
Bolt, chairman of the giant
Siriioss Coanty council.

It was attended by the then
DC Mr J Wathod and MPs
John Kipreto Cheraivot, Tin-
deret MP Marie Seroney and
Mosop's Gerald Kalya, The
event at Kamatargui village
involved the slaughter of a
w0t whose innards were used
to predict Moi's fate

“Very early in the moming
just before dawn after the
nightlong ritual, the olders
announced that Moi's futare
wiis bright, Sang s

Kipchoge Arap Chomu, a
Nandi alder, said when Kibaki

ook power, he went into

hiztory books as the

first presidlent o
aifficially reco-
mise the Talai
oty
“He offici-

ated over

the cen-

tennial

.o m -
MO

tion of

Koitalel
when ha
ordered
the put-
ting up
of a
Mauso
feum in
Nandi
Hills town,
an institu-
tion of higher
learning and a
caelrural oentre)
museurm to hon-
our the fallen
hero,” said Arap
Charm.
On October 18,
2017 after the
Supreme Court
nullified the
presidential
election, Thuru
met with Talal
elders at Namdi
Bears Club in
Mandi Hills in a
close door meet-
ing [facob
Ng'etich, Titus Too
and Edwand Kosut ]
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Weta loses the
roar as going gets
messy and noisy

Forkeen followers of Ken-
yan politics, news of a
coup was the dreamy
culmination of & month
|aden with betrayals.

The news set the
stage for what had
been billed as an
explozive week In
pu'hl]r'q Ford-Kenys
(Fard-K) would be cur-
tain-raising the show
promised in Parliament
later in the wesk, or 50
people had hoped.

News of the
ouster of Ford-K
party leader Moses
Werang'ula  had
seeped through Sun
day marning.

His evictors, led by
the party’s secretary
genergl, the Tongaren
Member of Parliament,
Esell Simivu, lad been
modest enough to
term it a dismissal.
Grounds? Gross mis-
conduct.

It was the least
they could do considering the
low blow they had just diealt
Wetang'ula, ssill grieving the loss
of & relative. It was a cowarndly
act, yet bold, in that they had
struck first at the man of the
mundy khy mundy (a war cry
meaning man-to-man) fame,

The Bumgoma sematar would
latercall it “treachery”, aword he
repented imumerable times ata
press conferenoe later when he
staged a coup of his own,

Wetangula & Co had set the
mood for thelr retaliation, bran-
dishing photos of a National
Expauntive Council meeting, simi-
lar to an earlier one that had
sacked him, keen on Haunting
their numisers,

Their march to the v of the
party'’s headguarters was quite
the candy for the cameris, ever
seemingly ohsessed with multi
tudes, and solitude in unique
instances.

Their formation as they read-
iea] todelbver thedr remarks, spit
ting in the face of social-distanc-
Ing pichelines by Health minkstry,
told of alion ready to roar. “Blow
itup Moses” those who cared to
watch masst have cheared him an
as they looked at their screms.
But in the game of disappointing
suspense, Weta, as they fondly
call him, is master, He blow it

All the anticipation at his
presser crumbled with every
word he spoke. He was assertive
andd made equally sound moves,
but hls speech was remarkably
uninspiring. What was meant to
be & vehement message against
rebellion degenerated into sorry
pless, complete with memories
of the trials and tribulations for-
ey friends had subjected him to;

“Coups ame archaic, Coups are
anachironistic to good omder and
coups are activities of cowards,”
lamented

Noweorder, his famots
“it will be noisy, messy
and  with
@,l‘r casualties”
_‘,‘5,... speech
formed
'P“"\-u good fod-
der for the
evening news.
One by one, TV
stations  had
deserted him ear-
lier in the doy, stop-
ping the live cover
age of his event mid-
speech
He had the
opportunity to
mike headlines mmd
he squandered it All
he had to do was play
the populist card and
the masses winld
have loved i
Even
WoTSE

paniec®
appeal 1o
hisloyalists within the party ond
his assurances that his faction
hiad the mumbers, assurances that
werequashed when the registrar
of political parties declared that
his meeting failed to mise the
requisite quoram on Thursday,

The former Minister for For
elgn Affairs was increasingly
lookdrg 1k a forekgner ina houss
i i thiought tiobe his,

Dethroned

Mot even Kiminini MP Chris
‘Wamahwa, who wis serving kar
i 0 Sirmiyi, taking up his post
assecritary general after Simiyu
had in the previous week
dethroned him as the minority
side's deputy chief whip, could
salvage the mess.

The Ford-K lion had lost its
roarand was in dire nesd of bhack:
up to ward off the enemy within.

Ammmi Nationa Congress lead
erMusalia Mudavadi, toa, felt his
comrade’s party could do with
some push and came out 1o
champion their cause, enmeshing
amutual ally in the wrangies but
hesitated to call them out.

He would join his Natbonal
Super Alliance eo-principal on
Monday and they brought suffi
cient company, their mouths
fowing with threats for the trou
ble-makers. "You have signed
vour own political death war
rant... Sisf frtokutwangn kisie
sa (We shall whip you political
Iy)" Kimiminis Warmalwa fired
the warning shot, ably backed by
a battery of legislators who
cheered when he cheered and
mebuked when he rebuked

But even with their shouting
and the declaration of Wetangu'la
to be one of the two true leadors
of Mulembe nation, he was una
ble to moke headwinds, He just
couldn't shake off the poor runof
palitical form, [ Brian Otiena]

3R A
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Transition

Ex-Uhuru
escort
chief dies

The former security chief in
President oo Kenyatta and fior
mer President Mwai Kibaky gov
ernment: who died on Friday
night was decorated as a diligent
e who gave his all tothe service.,

Wachira Matherge, whiosermed
85 Deputy Presidential Escort
Commander was pranounced
dead at the Nyeri Outspan Hospital
where he was taken to after he col-
lapsed at his Chaka home in Nyeri
County.

A postmortem exanination s
wet o be condudted to ascertain
cause of death. Family memibers
suspect his death conld have been
due to o heart atteck. At the time
af ks death, Wiachina wis head of
logistics at the Eastern Region
police headauarters in Emibu

Wachira also served the police
Service in varions positions after
heleft the Presidential Escort. He
was at one time the Kilif County
oo e, Former DT chded Ne-
wa Muboro, now an envoy in
Malsysia said Wachirs was a jovial
man, “He was my brother, a very
jowial and dedicated man”
Nuhoro told the Sunday Standarg
in A text message.

Deputy President William Ruto
alse mournied the top cop, “Com
misskoner of Police Wachira
Mathenge was a dedicated and
exmeptional officer whose bravery
in the line of duty was supreme.”
Ruto said on Twitter. [Kamone
Maina]

AFFIDAVIT Tenant implicated in murder of Penina Wairimu in 2019

Rent row gives police
leads on two murders

AFFIDAVIT 04!
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Rent dispute between a
tenant and his landlady A THAT, w41 by
might help the Buru Buru e

Suspect was kicked

out by house owner in

Umoja ll estate aftera

disagreement over Leabyeien a2k and s

rent. 1 THERT, 1t gy o
Pl ke

By KamoreMaina ST e
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potice officers uncover those
behind the killing of two
Women,

A d2-year-old wedding
ner, whe is now in police
custody, was kicked out by
the landlady in Umaoja 11
estate after a disagreement
over rent, secording to the
police

Thits was &t the end of May
when the landlady, Mancy
Wanja locked the house and
ordered David Migwi out.

Foul smell

Ewen after he was kicked
out, Migwi managed to
peoess the howse to remove
sarne of his personnl belong-
ings, He however left behind
& blue water tank and bales of
wedding ceremony déear.

It is when the landiady
contracted three men to
clean the house that they
realised that there was fonl
smiell. They, however, did not
bother tocheck the source of
the smell and just removed
garbage from the house,

But when some residents
noted the stench and called
the palice, human body parts
were found among the gar

201 a1 ol with S

and foumsl wwh
wairem Al WS

s s @ s
EMARNCY WAN]A W

bage, They were informad
that the stuff came from the
house where the suspect
lived,

Police have produced in
court anaffidovit implicating
Migwi in the muorder of
i -vear-pld Pening Wairimu
i 2018 Wairirmu was report
edl missing at the Buru Buru
Police Station on April 20,
last year.

Three days later, police
discovered severed body
parts thar wene strewn in dif-
ferent parts of the city includ-
ing Ladhies Ropd, where
limhs and torso packed in o
sack were found.

Last moments
Other body parts were
recovered at the Dandora
cumpsite. Imvestigators hawe
retraced Walrimu's last
roements toa city clubwhere
shie was seen leaving in the
company of & man,
Th:= was on the night of
26, 2019, at around 545

O May 31, decomposing
body parts were discovered
at aschool playing ground in
Urivinja estate,

Bura Buru DCH chief Aden
Guyo sald they are vet to
establish the identity of the
latest victim before they can
establish how she met her
death,

Last Sunday, Buru Buru
police received information
that a blood stained sack had
beent spotted at a primary
schood compound in Umoia
P et

Party politics

ODM reaces outto Mudavadl , Wetang’ula

The political rivalry between
QDM party leader Raila Odinga
and his ANC counterpart
Musalia Mudavadi played out
yesterday at 3 burial in Kaka
megn County,

ODM lesaders at the burial of
Lurgart MP Ayub Savula'’s father,
Arthur Angatia, at Manyony,
Largari Sub-county downplayed
claims that Rabla 1s using somée
Western beaders to undermine
NMudavadi and Ford Kenya lead
er, Moses Wetang'ula

The Orangs party leaders wel
oomed Mudavadi and embattled
Ford Kenya party leader
Wetang'ula to the negotiation
table. Sigya Senator James (ren
Enwas cabegorical that DM was
ready to work with the duo for
the sabs of natkonal unity,

“Weare one big family and we
wondd like towork together with
everyone; be it COTU Secretary
General Francis Atwoll, Muada-
vincli and Wetang ula,” said Oren-

uwummm{mwmmm«sm;
burlal of his father Arthur Angatia at Manyonyl, Kakamega

[Murran bk

g The

senator disclosed that
two Western Kenya meetings
will be hald at Atwoli's Kajiado
home today wi
o the arranger

i Standand]

whethe

wrees privy
nits hiritkng that

Railnwrill be in attendance.

It was, however, not clear
Wetangula and Muds
vadi would be attending the
same meeting particularly after

the two Bshedout et the former
prime minister for allegedly
instigating the fallout in Ford
Kemya.

Aecaording to Orengo, both
Ritila and President Uhun Keny
atta mean good for the country
and their eforts.owght tobe sup-
ported by all.

Framain united

“The miost important thing is
for Kenyans to remain united. |
cannot watch as Kenyans are
subjected to sufferings by any
one including the Gowernment
or any Siate organ,” sald the
SEnEtor,

Savidla said he was weare of
today's meeting, which s meant
to disouss how leaders from
Western could be co-opted into
various departmental Houwse
COIMEmITTees,

The lawmaker disclosed that
they will be pushing for the
appolntment of MPs Bernard

Shinali (Tkolomani ), Busia Wom
an Representative Florence
Mutua and Kanduyi MP Wafula
Wamunyinyi into committes
leadership positions.

“When Bemjamin Washiali
(Murmiag East ) was removed as
majority chief whip, we ensured
his position wes filled by Emma
nuel Wangwe (Navakholo),™ he
said.

Both Opariya and Wasnilwa
skipped the funeral, bat sent
their apologies. The duo hove
besnmeeting elders from West
ern seeking therr blessings after
they were plcked to represent
the region

Kakamega Deputy Dovernor
Philip Kutima urged leaders to
work together.

“We have those who have
heen In positions, but did noth-
ing toaddress challenges facing
our people,” he said,
[Fohn Shilitsa and Kevine Omol-
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MNairobi. Uhuru lauds
Burundi poll winner

W President Uhuru Kemyatta has
sent A messape o ngr.:*ula

ticns and best
President-Elect oft

Evariste Ndayishimiye On June &
Burundi’s Constitutional Court
|[r|-|r.P|J|l:k|.| E v

congratula
CHDD |L1L'--"b {

emphatic win t‘r. behali of the
pecple of Kenya, | congratulate
the People v and the
CHOD-FDO w undar ‘Your
Excefiency Major | )
Evariste Ndayishimiye leadership
for winning the Presidential
elections,” Fresident Kenyatta
wrils, [PSCU]

Homa Bay. Covid-19
vnlmteers get hil:ycles

Cut.nh'tmnﬁdunslhvki
Kipkemed, MP Millle Odhiambo
and CEC Health Richand Muga
distribute bicycles. | limes Omomn|

B The fight against Covid-19 has
patten a boost after commiunity
hosalthy woluriteers received
bicyeles for sens @ residents
against the disease. 5u
MP Millie Gdhiamba, ©
Commassione Davd Kip b
recd Counity Heaith CEC Richard
Muga distributed 100 bicycles to
the CHs on Thirsday. Speaking
chwring dstribution of the bikes at
Opongn health centre, Milke said
Laks Victona make asy for
mesidents o interact with
Ligandans and Targanians. “We
v CHVS to use these
omating health
education todefeat the disease”
Millie said. [ lames Omoro]

Nandi. Senator suffers
minor injuries in crash

W frea Senator Kiprotich
Cherarpal esciped wi irHaf
Injiries follvwing a road
along Ekdoret-Kapsabet road on
Friday ri l.-.r" The legslator s
r=11r ed to hawe been driving

oam Mandi to his Eldonet home

et ocourred nead
hapﬂp Bt T'a"hnrl entre at
SprmLar ﬂ.u-DCi’Dr fancis \\CJ'L

tha sendt o posted a short

al media; “Safe
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Editorials

With a huge budget, make
Nairobi sparkling again

Tlu;;nwrnmm‘r has pumped in Sh28 billion
into the Nairohi Metropalitan Service (NMS)
at a time when service delivery in thecity iz at
its lowiest. Already, there are some signs of change as
far as physical infrastrocture is concerned in the
nation's capital.

That NMS Pavements within the CHID are being refurbished
is ﬂi.‘lltﬂ! and mads which MU[‘mIIIBjT&["!’J :JiLlledarr-d for diec-
under the ndes are getting o revouch. While this is welcome, we
office remind the head of NMS, that Nairobi City is a differ-

ent playground, This is the eye of Kenya and actions
of the o frmprowe it must be deliberate and targeted.
President, O of the major reasons why Nairobi's growth
means if it hasboen inhibited through subsequent councils and
fails, the coamty governments are bad pofitics and cormaption,
presidency Itwodd come as no surprise that cartels are already
will have sallivating for the funds pumped into NMS coffers;

somit hing Major-General Mohomed Badi, the NMS
failed b, must be ready o faoe, Apart from the roads
Kenyans in and aesthetics being worked on in the CBD, there s a
Mairobd bigger rot in the estates.

Physieal planning has gone haywire and the
spread of informal setthements is unprecedented.
This has come with poor servioe delivery Iike failure
to prowide sanitntion services. Rivw sewage is o prof-
lemn residents hove to contend with daily. And while

LJHUYO MSANGS
HAWEZI SHINCA
T WA MUNSLLY,

it it, it would help to remember these informal set-
tlements and the politics around them have been the
biggest impediment to deaning of rivers that flow
through the city

Solid wasteis a common feature in several estabes
within the city and its ervirons, It is an areawherne
cartels have maintained a choke-hold, leaving resi-
derits without the ability tobreath in fresh air.

It s a shame that city residents can go without
water months on end. Badi must erack the whipon
cartels that contimue to hoard this crucial commeodi-
ty only to sell it at a premium.

Wi also remind the head of NMS that healthcare is
a eritical service he must focws on, one that gover-
nars of the city have never really managed. He must
desist from resorting to photo-ops and publie rela-
tion stunts to be seen to be working: after-all, is he
not a military man and has been taughe to carry out
functions with precision in a timely manner?

MNairobi deserves tobe counted among the best
cities to live in tn Africa. It can be done, and with the
new team at the helm, city residents will demand
more accountability and services, Finally, that NMS
is directly under the Office of the President, meansif
it fails, the Presidency will have falled Kemyans in

Nairobi,
o

WELL, WITH
THE CHURCHES
LOSED | HAD TO

IMPROVISE..
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Beating virus is a marathon, not magical sprint

Itks important to note that careless movements, espe-
cially fram the hotspots to rural areas, could be suicidal.
The containment measures will help stop taking the virus

resident Uhurng Kenyatta went ngainst popular
pstnume:: by extencling the dawn-to-dusk curfew

by 30 days, a measure meant to curb the spread of
coronaviros The president was meare of Kenymns' agits-
thom for easing of the containmient measures, but chose
tokisten to experts and decided not tothrow caution to
thewind. Stung by rising infections and an alling econo-
my, he had to walk a tight rope to progect lves.

The changing of curfew hours from Spm to 4am means
usinesses will get more time to operate in an attempt to
recover lost revenues. The president assuned Kenyans
that the government is determined o protect them fram
the diseases and its attendant econontic effects, He reiter
ated the nead to follow Ministry of Health regulations,
puldelines an protocols to keep the disease at bay,

tothe most vulnerable members of society, such &s the Careless
eldery in the villages. movements,
County gevernors have been comploining of a short- especially
age of ICU beds, personal protective equipment and from the
health persomnel tohandle the surge in Covid-19 cases
This is a situation we must avoid at all costs, declared
That said, the ministry should step up testing capac-~ hetspots ta
ity. Containment mensures cannot be in place for years,  the rural
There must be a way out of the pandemic, which health areas,
experts and social scientists must be working hard to could be
find. Still, this will be a marathon and not & magical suicidal.

sprint to the finish.
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In Covid-19, the fake
lions in key positions
have been outed

David 0ginde

Gruxl;ruril.' in his book, The
[psicle Down Church, ralls the
sfory of a man who wes des-
perate to imiake SOMme money.

He went divn o the city 200, hog-
ing toget ajob leeding animals, The
manager ot the zoo had no openings,
it seeing how big this guy was, he
affered him another position. "Ouar
worilla died the other day, smd that
wasone of our most popular exhibits!
If wee ot you a special gorilla cos
tume, would you put it on and imitate
him for a few days? We'll pay vouwell
for it.”

Thie guy was so desperate that he
agreed, He actually did quite well at it
fier the next few days, dressed up in
his gorilla sult, beat ing his chest,
shaking the bars of his cage. Huge
crowds were soon gathering, and the
Ty Was good.

But one day, while he was swinging
on hiis trapeze, he lost his grip and
landed right in the middle of the
liom's chent The e beast gave o fero-
cicrus roar, The man in gorilla sul
realised that hecould not cry for help
without revealing that he was fake,
He siowly walked backwards away
from the lion, hoping to climb back to
his cage. The liom, hinvever, with a
very hungry look on his face, followed
him. Finally, m despemtion the gorilka
cried out, “Help!” Immediately, the
lion whispered loudly to the gorilla,
“Shut wp, stupid, or you'll get us bath
fired!”

Impressive stunts

If there s one thing the coronavi-
s pancemic has done to leaders
ilobally, i 1% to reveal the stuff each
one of us is made of. From heads of
families to principals of schoals; from
SME bossos to CEOs of global con-
elomerates; gnd from village alders to
presidents of superpowers; the story
has been almest the same.

For along time, many of us gorillas
hawve mesmer ized observers with
impressive stunts we are ahle topul
in our homes, erganisations o
rations. We have been quite success-
ful it entertaining admirers with
gereat acts of genbes, W have built
reputation by beating the chest,
swinging impressively m the air, and
shaking the barsof the cage whenev-
er faced with the demands of leader-
ship. Wiehave got away with somuach
fior solomg that people have come to
befiewve that we can do almost any-
thing.

Unfortunately, this pandemic loos-
ened our grip and landed us right in

the middle of the Hon's den. The con-
sequeence has been varying degrees of
panic, confusion, and at times emiar-
Tassing screams of trepidation. At a
time when leadership ks needed maost,
wehave seen many leaders react mnd
act in total confiusion. Whether in
families, in organisations, or nations,
our gorillas have been caught com-
pletely off guard,

Thus, we have heard of homes
where previously impressive family
heads hevve resorted tosimple acts
panic or cowandice - drinking, spous-
al abuse, incest or becoming com-
plete couch potatoes. Some organkag-
tional leaders have also reacted so
unexpectedly as tothrow their stafl
and customers into total confusion.
Likewise, variows heads of state have
respanded with nothing but panic
and confusion, throwing their citi-
zens intoa quandary,

While we have been shocked at the
sereams of the gorillas, it & those we
deemed to be ferocious Boms that
harve amazed us. Totally intent on not
being discovered, they have kept
roaring menacingly as if fully in
charge of their cages, Driven by the
sheer desire to keep thelr jobs amnd
perks, these Hons will befriend amy-
body who can keep the secret, Unfor-
tunately, their conduct betrays the
reality that those claws and teeth are
atsphutedy fake,

Truth be tokd, we see these fnke
lionis all over the place. Men and
warmen who we have previously

“Men and women who
We have previously
respected for their
strong and charismatic
leadership, have now
resorted to mere
whispers".

respected for their strong and charis-
mentic lendership, have now resorted
to mere whispers, totally at a loss
how to navigate the challenges
brought upon them by the global pan-
diemic.

Of conrse, leading in crisis is not
aasy, A crisks situation is a stressful
time when there is a breakdown or
disrugtion in the usizal or normal
functioning of the organisation. It Is
like the gorilla that has fallen into the
lion's cage. This requires special lead-
ership skills. Must be calm, organised
anid decisive, More importanty, the
leader must be supportive of all his or
e team me mi s,

This means that decisions must be
made rationally, devoid of too much
emotion. It is such skills that will help
leaders make tough dectsions Hke
restructur ing, salary cuts, layofls, clo-
sure, lockdowns, and the like. Other
wise, what we are witnessing in the
US, a global leader in every respect,
leaves a lot to be desired. This great
lion = turning out tobe ke,

daginded@gmail.com
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Money or the lack of it must never impede justice

mter i life. But in the
case of Nalrobi Rheer,
Athd Fiver and other

heavily polluted rivers in Kenya,
water is death,

These rivers have become
chirmping sites for garbage,
Turran weste, indusirial chemi-
cals, raw effiuents and all man-
rerof waste, Comsequently,
these rivers have been pofiuted
by metals like bead, copper, chmo-
rreiurn and zine,

In addition, levels of Escheri-
chilacoli (B coll) bacteria are
e high in some of these riv-
ers. Apart fram drastically
urschermining human health, all
this podlution has severely
undermined biodiversity, both
within the rivers and in their riv

ertunks. This is the very biodi-
versity the warkd recently spot-
Tghted during the World Envi-
rommerd Day on June 5, This
year, the thems was 105 time for
Tatiire

As has been evidenced by pol-
lutiom of rivers, destructom of
nature always impacts human
health and livelihoods negative-
Iy

In this regard, justice mast
shiedd you from the greed of
individials or industries that
dhestroy namnre and in 50 doing
compromise your health or live-
Lhood.

The cry for justice has been
reverberating around the warld
for the Lnst two weeks due to the
death of George Floyd. The
46-year-old died after a police-
man pinned his knee on his neck
for eight mimstes,

His death sparked riots that
contirme to rock America and
several other cities across the

i,

As we mourn George Floyd's
untimely and traght death, we
should take a long, hard look at
the injustice inour own socety.

(war rastional anthem isclear
that justice should e our shidd

and defender.’ Every Kenyan
st b able to hold the shield of
Juestice.

Unfortunatedy, for too many
Kermyans, the shield of ustice les
in tatters at their feet.

This ks contrary to the Consti-
tutionwhich states in Article 48
that “The State shall ensure
secess 1o usthee for all persons
and, if amy fee is required, it shall
be reasonable and shall not
impede access to justice.’

Article 158 further makes it
clear that justice shall not be
delayed and that it shall be done
to all, irrespective of status.

These clivses couldn't have
been dearer that money maist
not impede access 1o justice. Yet
this is exactly what happens eve-
vy day across this country.,

In 2017 rhe National Council
on the Administration of Justice
commissioned an audit of the
criminal justice system inKenya

This macht reveabed that the
coumtry’s Criminal Justios Svs-
tem was predisposed against the
wieak and poor. Sadly, this is still
the case three years later in
2020,

[f you are not in the upper
class economically, the shield of

Justioe may remain very ship-

I woia are looking for evidenoe
for this inaccessibility of ustice
for most Keryvans, just read the
irlly newspaper or weatch the
prime-time news

Yo will come across helfpless
Kemynns who didn’t find justice
after roge drivers caused aoct-
dents that killed loved ones,

You will come across pathents
wiho find no justice after ill-
equipped hospitals fail to treat
them, Women who find no jus-
tice after sexual abuse,

Nineteen peophe who
anguished and diedin the hands
of palice as presented by Yeorme
(howara on News Gang last
Thursday. Thousands who no
kargger have sufficient water
becmise forests that act as water
towers have been destmyed.

Miost of thise Kenyans randy
seek justios in courts becmise
they are preoccupied with pay-
ing rent and putting food on
their table, niot pursuing justice.

It Is therefore right that the
Constitution requires the State,
not the people, toensune access
o justice. The State has fafled
miserably in this The 2007 audit

of the criminal jestios system in
Eenyawas very clear on this.

This injustice must be correct-
el The Executive, Legislature
and Judiciary must begin to
dediberate on what it will take to
eTEUTe acress to justios for all
Kenyans

Those deliberations must then
lead to action that will place the
shield of justice in the hands of
every Kenyan, irrespective of
their econamic status,

However, justice ultimately
thrives because of our con-
sciences and not just govern-
mimt action. As Mahatma Gan-
dhi said, ‘there s ahigher court
than courts of justice and that is
the court af consclence, It super-
seddes. all other courts.’

It is, therefore, up to every sin
gle Kenyan to strengthen the
court of conscience by thinking
ind acting green,

This will lower our tolerance
for infustice and infuse intous a
tirebess drive fo pursoe justice,

Think green, act green!

The wrriter is foumnder and
chairpersan, Green Africa Foun-
dation. www isaarkalua oo ke

Daisy
Maritim-
Maina

A:lh? ourfew hour, President

Kenyatia, Raila Odinga, Wil

iam Ruto and all their polith
cal mirions rush home to hunker
aver their political playbooks.

Becaase things are thick for some,
and exciting for others, some books
that had been gathering dust on
shelvesare now being consuled dai-
Iy

For the Deputy President and oth-
erleaders in the downtrodden” cate-
gory, the Bible has been apopadar
teext this season, The Holy Book pre-
Sents anumumnition when one is
under siege or trying to besiege oth-
ers. And going by Twitter, Bible vers-
@5 can be used as msults disguised as
prayers, rebuke velled as meditation
and political taunts camoufiaged as
deep religious reflection.

Bt [ want toventure an educated
uess that the scripts being under-
linex and annotated are the likes of
the 33 Strareies of War, Everyone
has gone back to seeking coumseal

from thetr favourite scheming instructor,
the modernday self-declared Machiavel-

B, Robert Greene, We can even speculate
wihich Chapter everyons is on. President
Kenyatta is definitely on Chapter 1, keen
by studying The Polarity Strotegy:
‘Declare War on yvour Enemies’. Lately
the president has launched explosive
missiles against his foes, and has clearly
labeled them &= those who ane against
ey Agerida’,

In this chapter, Greene carthons U
mgainst people who are subtle and eva
sive, “disguising their imentions and
pretending to be on your side®.

Mavhe Kenyatta has also boen dolng
supplementary readings from the Gospel
of Luke. As a physician, Luke was clind
cally stark in his declaration on Chapter
1l verse 23: “He that isnot with meis
maknst me” Kemyat ta’s readings are
prowving effective, Who knew that the
sharp acid tongued Aden Duale, who was
once 20 devoted to the DF, would one day
be as subdued asa church mouse? Who
ks theat e would totally comply, even
tohaving o political nanmy in the name of
Amos Kimunyn to chaperons him in Par
Barment ? What is Kimumya's mysteriouws
position as Secretary of the Jubilee Coa
litkon Jolint Pariamentary Group' if not a
wepon of toral war?

But when the president wants to take
abreak from enemy decimation, [ recom-
mend the book ‘How the Monk Sold his
Ferrari’ by Robin Sharmea as he mulls

“greene is telling Ruto

to create compelling
spectacles. He is telling
him to strike imagery and
grand symbolic gestures.”

It is good to assume that our leaders read, and that their actions are informed by actual study

Political geniuses Uhuru, Ruto
and Raila should be consulting

et the constitutional moment he told
s he hashbean reflecting upon, trading it
In for o Probox presidency’ i 2022,
Because he seems tobe inclined towards
trading his for a Probox presidency,

Across town in Karen, Ruto i reading
adifferent book by Robert Greene, He s
hunched over Chapter 37 of the 48 Laws
of Power i he sips his midnight tea
Here Greene 15 telling Ruto to create
compelling spectacles.

He i5 telling him to strike imagery and
grand symbalic gestures, This is the
chapter that informs decisions suchas
going for a traditional cleansing ceremo-
ny at the crack of dawn with mystical
Kalenjin elders. Although the ceremony
s private, a keal daly has somehow
mianaged to paint a clear picture of eve-
rything that happenad there,

Weare told that the Deputy President
wis ‘doused with milk and honey from a
special traditional gourd by elders
dressed in wild animal skins’ and that he
ws ‘handed leadership instruments,
imduding a baton said to have been used
by legendary Nandi chief medicine man
or Orkoiyot’.

The narmally artbculate Ruto has been
driven intoa political corner and can po
lomger affectively use words for political
expression Insted, he has expertly
wpplied the ‘arresting visuals and mdiant
symbols’ recommended by Greene,

Rut there is another section of the
book that we can suggest to the DP That
is Chapter 22, on transforming weakness
into power: It says: “When you are weak-
er, niver fight for honour's sake; chose
surrender instead, Surrender gives you
time to recover, Hme toirritate and tor

ment your conguerar and time to wait
for his power to-wane. Donot ghve him
the satisfaction of fighting and defeat-
g you. Surrender first.”

However, | suspect that the DF has
mead this chapter already. On Madamka
Dy, no one clapped louder for the presi-
dent s speach, smiled harder at his
Tenarks, or nodded more vigoroushy at
Thits words than Willism Ruto,

Sofor the DP, instead of a book, 1 rec
ommend something mone relming to
enjoy in these trying thmes: the 1969
song Flattery will get you Evenachere
I Lyrm Andlerzon

As for Raila Odinga, | don't knioerwhat
T i reading, or whether he is reading ot
all But 1 am sure he reads. For him1 rec-
ommend Mosalia Modavadi's book,
Sowaring above the Clovds of Fossion,
Although from the title it sounds likea
ook on avistion, or the name of 3 Latin
American telenoveln, it makes for an
mteresting political read

Of course in the height of political
drama, it is good to assume that our
leaders read, and that their actions are
inforrmed by actual study, While Kenyvot-
ta, Odimea and Ruto look fke they
engage insome reading, mamy of thelr
polifical minions sound like they only
read SMSs and billboards. Amy recom-
merdations fior them?

- Thee weriter i3 a PhD candidate in
polivical soonamy af SMC Universite
maritimdei@gmal.com

ad rrml;?hwt
slan?ar .co.ke
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Critical report
gathering dust

A

Wy ks a certain minister
oo afraid to make public
the findings of a taskiome
report receved on
Decosmiber 16 SE year?
Snce then the report is
pathering dust despite
milliens of shilings spent
toproduce it. The contents
of the hard- hitting report
could have made the C5
shy away from sharing it
The taskfoece had to study
and review existing policias
and laws then advise on
ther appropriateness and
consstency. It found out
that information from the
povermment is ladenwith
paps and inadpquacies
resulting inmistiust from
the citenry.

Own ouster is
now public

An MP from Rift Valley is
said to have angineered his
own remonal from a House
committee. A little bird
whispers to us that the
Iegtsiator sought to have
his name induded amang
those earmarked for the
ongoing purge to show he
Is acioze ally of Deputy
President Willam Ruto.
The mowe was almed at
attracting sympathy from
his glec torte and
hapefully dislodge his
Bowernor inthe 2022
slections. And whenthe
Comimil [ees werg
reconstituted, he was
arrong those ki ked out.
Burt will he succeed now
that the cat is out of the
bag?

Senator in panic
over his future

A senator from Mt Kenya i
finding it rmugh expladning
himself to voters an his
support for a certan cause
and that come 2022, he
will toe the ine and foliow
the community, The
senator, who at some
point was inthe political
calkd for kong, has been
teliing people that his
cument political persua-
o Was not permanent
The man (s literally in panic
ower hi political survival
evEn a5 the 2022 slections.
Inom. Over a dozen
peoliticians from his region
are sakd to be eyeing his
saal and any wrong move
with the paople will make
him fodder for the 2022
contest. How the
halancing turns out wil be
Interesting to ohsene in
coming days Keep it hese...

weekend@standardmedia.
coke
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COI "III | Tellingt as I ks without fear or favour

Toopenornotis adilemma
between two rights — Uhuru

i March 27, 2020 we announced
°B nationwide dusk-to-dawn cur-

fiew, Then on April § 2020 we
sugmented it by announcing cessation
of mavernent into and out of a nember of
areas. Later on, more measunes were
nnnounced fo contain the havoc visited
upan s by the Covid- 9 pandemic.

Given this trajectory, and the fact that
this crisis requines a long-term strategy,
1 toak thme tore flect on =, what muss e
dome", [f we lift cessation of movemnent
ban, how wdll this help us fight the pan-
demic? And if we do not, o will the
ban affect our econarmy, especially, the
micro-business enterprises and those
wiho dierive their livelihoods from them?

To answer these questions, [ turned to
our Brain Trust, macde up of the finest
doctors, research scientists, and public
practitioners for coursel, And | nust
admit that opinion was divided on how
wi ire to advance against thisvirs,

Some, including myself, wanted to
open up now, That was, and & still my
dsire, Dweant to open upat the enrkiest
opportunity and get the economy going.
Mare 5o, as Kenya was rnked the third
largest econamy in Sub-Saharan Africa
this week.

Others held & comtrary opinion, They
borrowed from history, scientific modeds
and current experiences the world-over
o argee against opening up.

With these two viewpaoints on the
table, | was not deating witha right and a
wromg: [ was caught in-between two
rigthts, Those who want to open up ane
right, and those opposed to opening up
arealso right. And this clash of two
rights placed me on the horns of a
Sclentific consensus

In the absence of a scientific consen-
5108 among experts in the medicall
research and public sectors, 1asked for
soenarios. | wanted to know the worst
case scenario and the best options avail-
bl for ws to contain the spread of the
disease without affecting the economy
irreversibly, And | wanted these scenari-
o5 built around rew facts because we
have dechded to combat this pandemic in
an open and trRAnsparent mianmner.

Truth be todd, if we had not taken the
stringent measures we did in March, the
rate of mfectbons would have peaked to
BO0000 people by July 30, 2020, And if
one infiected person his potential o
infect two peoplie, this number world
have hit 24 million peoplein 21 days. By
the end of August, 75,000 Kenyans
wondd have died from this vinus. But
because of the early interventions we
ook, wie have recorded only 2600 infec-
tions and B3 deaths.

If thiz is the worst case scenario, |
wanted to know what the other scenari-
o looked like. If we put inplaceall the
necessary interventions and relaxed
them by only 20 per cent, what would
this fook Like?

According to the experts standing
behiirid e, relacing the interventions by
20 per cent would lead to 200,000 infec-
tions and 30000 deaths by December,

Furthet, if we relax the inferventions
by 40 per cent, the infections will peak in
November 2020 with J0,000 infected
and 40,000 deaths. And iFwe relax them
by B0 per cent, the pandemic will peak in
Oetober with 450,000 infections and
45,000 deaths.

Although these projections are gener-
ated by a moded, there is hard evidence
suggesting that countries which opened
up without proper protoools also experi-
enced serious waves of infections.
Spikes of infections were for instance
eperienced after re-opeming redigious
gt herings in South Korea, Pakistan and
Malaysia.

If this is our new reality, and we face
the dilermma of easing restrictions or
continuing with them, what must we do
as g country? What i5 the educible
minkmmum for re-opemng the country?
What is the threshold balow which we
cannot go?

According to the experts, the irmeduci
Ibde minkmaem for Lifting the restrictions
Tas three thresholds, One, toopen up,
the infections must have been contained
mnd headed downwards,

Two, cur health care system must be
prepared sufficiently to take on a surge
in infecthons. It must not be over-
whelmed at any one point during the
pandemic, Amess to testing, Isolation
and guarantine must be & bare mini-
mum. Three, capacity for surveillanee
anid contact tracing must be in place.

Thie question we must ponder is
whother we have met this theeshold in
order to lift the restrictions. Have the
cases of infections taken a down turn,
for instance? And the answer is no. Nai-
robi and Mombasa are taking the lead
with new infections,

Hawve we met the second minimmam of
a prepared health system with isolation
fncilities? Twill answer that question by
Eving you two examples. Siaya County
heas a M-bed wolation facility and they
have already admitted nine Covid-19
patients from anly ane incident.

Stmilarly, Busia County has a 34 -hed
isolation facility. And by two days &go, it
was full, If there & o surge in infections
inthese two counties. the health care
systom will be overwhelmed. The hard
question to pose here, therefore, i
whether Kenyuns are préparéed to nurse
Covid-18 patients in thisir homes if our
healthcare system carmot handle the
mambers,

Are they prepared to exposs their
children and the elderly to Covid-15
patients in the close proodmity of
haoxme? And yes, we have dis
Iursed Shs billion to the counties
toinerease their haalth care
capacity inview of this pan-
demic. But to bulld the neces-
sary health infrastructure for _{:
such undertakings requires [
e, We must et ahead of
this pandemic by creating
lead time.

Therefore, while | consider
the possibility of de-escalat-
ing the contalnment meas-
ures in place and conscious
that Health is a shared func-
tiom - hebween the national
and county governments
«= I have comvened an
i ro-omdinary session of
the National and County
Government Co-ordl
mating Summit on
Wednesday June 10,
2020, to consider the fok
lowing salient matters:

(i} First, to review the
effectiveness of the comtain-
MmNt meswres we hive so far

rolled out to break the chain of transmis-
shom af the coronavinus disease;

(i) Second, to secure the undertaking
of every county government to deliver
isolation facilities with at least 300 bed
capacity.

(5 And thirdly, within 14 days, to
dimvelop time bound protocols for pro
grissive re-opening of the coonamy.

[ have applied my mind tothe differont
seenarios presented by our experts. And
Thave reconciled myself to the fact that
o ‘open’ or not to ‘open’ upis not a
dilemma between a right and a wrong, It
is o dilemma between two rights.

Because of this, and fully cognisant of
the irreduciide minimm given by our
experts, and in keeping with the advice
af the National Security Council: T here
by direct and order as follows:

L That the cessation of movement into
and out of the Eastleigh Area of Nakrobi
and the specific limitations in force with
respect to the Mombasa Old Town Area
that is currently in force, shall lapse at
Aamon June 7, 2020,

IT. Thiat in view of the secoessfiul oon-
tainment of the disease in the counthes
of Kiifi and Kwale, the cessation of
movement into and out of the two coun
ties that is currently in force shall lapse
atdam an June T 2020,

I That following staxeholder's con-
sultations in the education sector - the
Ministry of Education jointhy with the
Ministry of Health issues and publicises
puichelines om a gradial and progressive
returm to normaley in the education sec-
tor by the Third Term, from Ist Septem-
b, 2020, Further, that the ministry
anmounces the new school calendar by
el - Auguist,

IV, That following consult ations with
interfaith ame religious erganksations,
the ministries of Interiorand Health
within seven days, constitutesan Inter
Faith Council to work out modalities and
protocols of re-opening of the places of
warship,

V. That in the memntime, the banon all
forms of gatherings, including but not
limited to political gatherings, social
gatherings, induding bars be and 1s
hereby extended for o further 30 days.

V1. That dueto the evobving natureof
the disease ghobally, international travel
resiTictions are hereby extended. In the
meantime, the Ministry of Transport is
directed within seven days from the date
hereof, to engage all key stakeholders
and develop protocels to guide resumg
tiom of local air travel.

VIL That duse to the increase in pat-
terns of infections, the cessation of
mavement intoand out of the Nairohi
Metropolitan Area, Mombasa and Mamn
dera be further extended by 30 days.

VIIL To accord all Kenyans the oppor-
tunity toenjoy a full-day’s work, the
matinmwide dusk-to-dawn corfew cur-
remtly in force unti] today the 6th June,
2020, be and is extended for a further 30
days. However, the commencement time
for the same is waried from 7pm to Spm;
with the end time for the same being
variad from Sam to dam.

Therefore, effective June 7, 2020 the
natiomwide dusk-to-dawn curfew will
rumn fircm Spem to-4am.

Recognizing that the negative impact
of Covid-19 s not limited to health care,
my administrarion has made tergeted
interventions to protect Gur economy.

Tax refunds

At the outset of this pandemie, my
admintstration injected Shi2ié billion
back irtothe econommy through tax
refunds, rebates and waivers. [n the sec-
omid phase we have further rolled-out
Sh53.7 Billion under the eight-paint
stimmlus package to relnvigorate our
ECTHIOMY,

And on Madaraka Day, | announced
thiat a total of Sh2 billion wiakd be
injected into the hotel industry to

citshion therm from the effects of this
pandemic, Modalities of how these

resources will be shared amw to
be released next week.
Finally, I wish fo assune
each and every Kenyan
% that 1 shall do all that is
mecessary tolimit the
megntive effacts of
Covid-19 on our people,
economy and way of life.
[ call on all Kenyuns,
particuarly landiords
and employers, to put
people before profits
dhuring these testing
times,

Permit me toclose
by saying that this
thisease is beatable
if we work togeth-
er; listen to and
apply the guide-
limes kssued by
the Ministry of

Henlth.

Thank You and

(rod Bless Yo and
(rod Bless Kemya,
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15 years in freezer
for dead grandma

A Pennsybeania worman has
b arrested for keeping her
dead grandmother ina
fieezer for 15 years while the
family continued collacting
her Social Security cash, The
grandmaother. 97, died in
March 2004, about 10 melas
northwest of Philadeiphia
Cynthia Black is charged with
abuse of a corpse, theft by
unlawhul taking, and recenving
stolen property. She allegedly
told police she kept hes
prandma’s corpse because
the family needed the money
from her Social Sacurity
chicks. She also climed she
had moved the freerer mome
than 100 mees in 2007

Now his political
career is dead

The mayor of a bown in Paru
poced a5 a dead coronavirus
victim by lying ina coffin
while wearing a face mask, 1o
avoid being amested for
wiokiting kochdown nules
Jaime Rolandka Lirbing Tormes
was out drinking with friends
on Monday night when he
alegedy phyed dead to
throw off cops wiha arfivied 16
st them for defying publkc
heatth omers. The mayor,
whi has already faced
criticism for being absent for
miuch of the time duning the
outhreak, is shown ina photo
released by ocal police ling
Ina coffin with his eves
chosed. Torres was detaned
for viokating curfew and
social distancing laws

Ex

Grandma goes
all out for hugs

Handshakes with new
acrjuaint ancesand hugs
from loved ones feel lka
something of a relic amid the
Cowid-19 pandemic. But one
grandmother found a fun
colorful way to greet her
granciids. Maurean Sweengy
strapped on a colourful
unicorn costume in an effort
togreet her grandkids Rylan
and Lincolnin New lersey.
Hugh Dillon, her son,
captured footage of the May
24th reunion, with Swesney
trotting doswn the street
before her kin un upwithan
enthusiastic hedo, The
Erancdrma only Ives J few
blocks away, but & was the
first time they had hugged
since March 17 due to the
COVID-19 pandembc

weekend ar-
media.co.ke
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Letters.

wirtual learmning programmes. Yau
lifting or not li fting the curfew
won't change much #Uhury-
Dontliftlockdown

B galberto_lanuzaf Carona
cases arerising [donot see the
need to lift the lockdown,

just
Kenyans are just thirsty for sex
#Uhuru DontLiftLockdown

B oBenardooko: Those
shoarting Uhura don't lift
lockdown should know that the
poor are the only ones suffering.
#UhuruDontLittLockdown

B wHannah_mwangi_: Mr
President Kenyans are tied. We
ara tired of being mis handied by
the police when we break curfew
haurs, ken@ans are Lleaping
hungry no work, no food please
latit not ba a disappointment
today. 8UhuruDontLift Lock down

B @MuriukiEugena: Uhur
Kemyatta has two options: 1. Te
save the econamy 2. To save Bves
Tomaorraw be has to make the

EVENTS IN HISTORY

June 7

s

H 2013: Russia President
Viadimir Putin and his wife
appear on live taelevision to
announce they have divorced
afterthirty years of marriage

2013: According to anew study,
brisast milk boasts brain
davelopmant by 30% compared
to hahbes wha are fed formula

B 1590: Michael Jackson
hospitalised for chest pains

19910 Sauth Africa President F W
de Klerk Ffts & year of state of
EMergency

B 1882: US President Ronald
Reagan meets Pope John Pad 1l
and Queen ERzabath

W 1972 German Chanceliar
Willy Brandt visits lsrael

W 1929 Vatican City becomes a
soweratgn state

w Cniine learning does not favour poor learmers

Glaring inequalities in our
education system exposed

dented challenges.
dernts and parents. Asa result, it exposed
the numerous cracks in the system. As the
nation begins to grapple with these chal-
lenges, a key question arises; fs the educa
tion system in Kemya designed to sdapt
rapidly to the changing world? Relying
exchisvely on anline strategies means that
learners from vulnerable households are
losing the ligtle chance they hove fo suc
reed in an education system that alreacdy
doses not favour them. 1t is nearly three
months sinee the government announced
clostire of schools &8 0 measur (o comtain
the spread of Covid- . As a esult of the
derision, a total of 31,58] learning institu
rions, public and private, were closed, dis-
rupiing the school cabendar and affecting
learners. Also affectod are learmers with
spicial needs. Given the state of affairs
today, our abiity to ensire continuation of
learning will depend on the ability to swift-
Iy harness available technology, provide
adeguate infrastrscture and mobilise
stakeholders to prepare alternative leam
ing programmes. The hinistry of Educa-
tion estimates that there are 16,528,313
learmers our of sehool, from early child-
hood development education to tertiary
stedenis, Liss than 10 per cent of the
learmers have aecess to digital learming
materials such computers, ipads, and kap-
topes, Only 18 per cent have aooess to bearn-
Ing through the internet. And anly 26 per
cint have access to electricity in nueal are-
a5, showing glaring disparities in home
learning. The situation is worse inpublic
schools. It is evident that rich famibies are
bt ter prepared to cope with the chaleng-
e posed by the crisis and sustain their
children's learning at home, Al this means
that when schooling restarts, disadvan-
taged children will find themselves sven
further bebind their peers. This rmisesa
major challenge around educational ine-
guality, given the technological landscape
and income inequality, The question here
Es; hovw doowe support the alreacy margin-
alised learners technologically during
these closures? 1f this is not looked into,
the inequality gap in education will widen
and quality compromised as Kenya has no
digital curriculum, even for private school
currently executing learning thowgh the
plat form.,

Besides missed leaming opportumities,
students from poor backgrounds arealso
not getting meals pravided by Woarld Food
Programme and the government, through
the School Feeding Programms iniiated in
2009, In Kenya, school chodce is cormelated
o inoome level, and pablic schools differ
from private schools in many aspects
Including population, This therefomn
means that public schools are disadvan-
taged compared to their counterparts and
In instances where remote kearning oppor-
tunbthes are available, uptake will be low
from students in public schools as a result
of poor infrastructure, Opportunities to
learn at hone are Emited due tolack of
conducive learming environment as most

of these households Hhve in single rooms,
literacy levels of the parents low and an
inability to hine private tutors. With excep-
tion of access to rudio whose access s 585
per cent in ruml areas verses 544 per cent
in urbamn areas, A0Cess o computars, televi
shons, and internet i considerably lower in
murnl areas than urban areas. Access to
thiess tools is just but one of the challenges
that is being experfenced by leamers,
teachers, parents and the government. The
conseaquent il socio-econamic burden will
be borne disproportionately by students in
puble schoots, while maintatning that
mational examination still stands leading to
the scramble of digital learning athait
without proper transition for students and
parents whether in public or priviate
schools. To manage re-opening, schools
will need to be logistically prepared, the
teaching workforce ready, and financing
available. And they will need to have plans
sperifically for supporting learning recov
ery of the most dissdvantaged students.

scar Ochieng, and Winnie Ogejo, Naimbi

Institutionalised
religion tested

B | may sound radical but | am not wait-
ng with bated breath for churches to res-
pen. [ have fioumd God in the most mean-
inglul way while praying at home, and do
mot miss church politics.

[ must, however, cosnmend online
churches, they have mace a difference to
millons of spiritually hungry Kenyans. Let
the church rethink how it will reopen and
Tow it will ensure its pews areoccupied
oneethe State lifts the harne Anna Mwende,
airobi

Astrong, vibrant economy awaits
Kenyans after Covid-19 crisis

B The coronavirus pandemic
has tested the country's eco-
narmic muscle, and a number of
businesses have exper-
enced gloom and doom, with
many firms posting losses, Only
ahandful can confidently say
they heve made profits. In the
it of the turbulence occa-
siemid by coronavins, the resil-
ienceof our people has
emerged. With the economy set
for reopenirg, many hope the
turraround will be quick, and
thut increpsed sconomic activi-
ties will bring more money into
dircularion, Consecquent by, busi-
ness analysts project that the
stock exchange indes will start
am A surge, The economic
rebound will be felt sooner than
later since the fundamentals of
the economy are strong. The

haspitality and toursm indus-
try, which has been hit hard will
mike a swift comeback cue to
Increased interest in the local
muarket by top global brands.

Mot intermational brands
have strong systems capahle of
withstanding external shocks
Thelr financial muscles are also
in added advantage, Our coun-
try will continue experiencing
maore investment in the hicra-
tive industry, given the govern-
ment’s focus on construction
sector through its Big Four
apends that prioritised housing.
We should build on lessons
learned from this crisis to
strengthen our internal systems
Meanwhile, let the government
leverage om local inmowvation to
develap the economy.

Amaya Nairobi

Reopen places of worship to scale up
Covid-19 awareness amang wananchi

B Tocontain spread of Cow-
id-19 and confine its reach to m-

mive saw an outery of a section
of the clengy particularly when
restaurmnts and eateries were
allowed to operate under maore
fAexible conditionalities, In fact,
the myove to chose prEyer rooms
was necessary then, given the
lirthe we knew about the

virus. While Covid-19 remains a
threat to public health among
the masses, we now know pretty
mrch about the novel virs, ot
least among the elite members
of the population, Yet mass
awareness is the greatest miss
iz link as it's management
armong the masses becomes the
nEw normal.

The means of transmission of
the virus, its origins, facts and
iyt hs around iis spread, the
nieerd 1o wash hands for no less
than 20 seconds with soap, the
importance of keeping social
distance in crowded ploces, the
need to stay at home unless it is
absohitely necessary to move
arpand, the nead for iInemunity
boosting diet, the importance of
physical fitness and the need to
wear misks while in public

spaces are important informa
tiom that are yet to be dissemi
mated to the very end of villages
aeToss the county despite the
comtimeed efforts by the main
stream maedia Particularly, we
nivw know the transmission is
ongotng at commumnity level and
moving to rural ameas already.
Enter the church. Historicathy,
churches have served as key
cogs of information sharing and
dissemination among the poor
of th poar, Impartantly, open
air churches and mosques as
alternatives for worship should
be encouraged. Schools and
such open fields could be
explored by churches as new
worship grounds given that they
are not used over the weekend
These, together with corstant
fumbgation of such public spaces
will serve tomitigate the vires
rather than spread it. Fears
around cash offering payment
bering potential exposure dreas
tothe virus could be resalved
through introduction of = Cov-
id-19Frotocols for Religious
Growpings” comiplete with a raft
of recommendations which
could include each clurch oper-
atlrg an Mpesa payment plat-
form as a requirement for oper
stion. Ascar Wambiya, MILE-
STOMES Consulting
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Meru. New plan to
attract local tourists

W The county povemment plans
0 tum the Leopard Rock Lodgs
located in the Meru National Park
into cottages. O y Imvestmient
and Development Corporatikan
CEQ Kenneth Ruteere said the
decision to build cottages al the
once popular iInternational {ourist

tel s geared towards attracting
domestic tsts. Th hotel was
previously mn by the defunct
Meru County Council but st its
alre, “As it s, most tourist class
hotels inside the Meru park are
beyond the reach of potential
domestic towrtsts. Our kleain this
project is to popularise domestic
toursm even mone. We want to
build nice cottages which will be
pocket-frigndly 1o the local
population,” Mr Rutesrs said
[Phares Mutembei]

Kisii. Family of raped
girl demands justice

The é-year-old girl at Gucha
Level Four Hospital on Friday.

[Fehaer Myarangl Standant]

W The family of a té-year-old gl
gang raped by four men is
demanding ustice. The gir is said
16 have boan de fhve dlays
agn, but no suspect has been
amested Her parents who spoke
o jpurnakists at Opembo Level
Four Hospital where she is
adrmiftted said the four men, al
aped over 30, are well knownto
the family, The gils father said
one of the suspects s asonofl
someons whao had bought a
partion af thelr famdy land, while
the nther thies ame thekr
neghbours at their home in
Bomachoge Chacha Constitu
ency, Gucha Sub-county Deputy
Polica Commandar Moses Kosge
sald they are investigating the
matter [EdwinMNyarangi]

Vihiga. County to
conduct staff audit

W The county government has
beguna staff audit to ascertain
the number of worders emploved,
i cusabifi

stations
Administrat
Bimwele sasd marmy couinty stz
are nat effective in ther stations
On Thursdary, whibe swearing in
the new County Secretary Emiied
Aylego in Mbale, Governos Wither
(Rtichibo admitted that his
administration did nat know the
numbeer of workers in the county,
which has posed a chakengs in
addressing the huge wage bil
[Eric Lungai]
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PERFECT SANCTUARY K\WS scientists approved Sera Wildlife Conservancy as a suitable "home” for the jumbos

New home for hand-reared

orphaned elephant calves

Loisaba, Baawa, Lchurai
and Nadasoit were
rescued at young ages,
weaned successfully
and are now ready to
live on their own in the
wild,

By layne fose Gacherl

Mg e o i h el on s

Four rescoed
phant calves b
introduced to their natural
environment after a successful
WeATINg prociss by the Reteti
Community Sanctuary.

The calves were released
into their new home at Sera
Wildlife Conservancy in Laiki-
pla Comnty:

The four - Loisaba, Bamwa,
Lehurai and Madasait - were
mowed to Sera after the Kenya
Wikdlife Service { KMWS) scien-
tists approved the sanctuary
a @ suitable “home” for the
hand-reared calves,

This is due to Sers’s proxdm
ity to Reteti, Considerad too
wins jts perfect security as the
sanctuary haes a perimeter
fence that keeps at bay large
predators such as lions.

Other preferences that
made Serm Rhino Sanctuary an
ideal home for the young de-
phants were that it has an
enhanced security team com
pirising KWS rangers and oom-
munity semits, in addition to
miknimal human activicy. The
elephant population n the
sanctuary s also not a lange
ane.

Beteti manager Moses
Lenalipa said the translocat bon
process was agreed on after
FWS sciontists completed an
ecological assessment of the
area and determined that the
condithons were optimal for
e reint roduct fon,

Perfect sanctuary
Lenaipa said the recont rains
have provided a variety of for-
e as well as surface water
amd full waterholes for the four
elephants. The calves were
released in perfect health.
“This brings to 10 the num-
beer of calves that have been
successfully released from
Reteti, and we are prowd and
thrilled to share this widely,
being the only community-
crwmied and managed elephan
sanctuary in Kerya,” he said.
The manager said this is the
third release of hand-reared
ephanss info the Sera Sanc-
tuary since Reteti was estab-
lished in 2016, Sera is also o
comrmumity-run sanctuary. The
two mre part of the larger
Namunyak Wildlife Consery-
ALY,
“Barely three and a half
vears since Immching Reteti,

mﬁmmcﬁmmmmmmmmmcﬁnmmmmhmh
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from Reteti Community Sanctuary in Samburu Coumty., | Ly Rous Gacher Standae|

we feed proud of what the sanc

tuary has achieved in the ms-
cue and release of ;rphaned
elephant calves,” said Lenaipa,
mbding thot the establishment
would contimie to build part

nerships with stakeholders in

comservation.

Lpisaha, Banwa, Lobhurai anad
MNaedesait were selected for this
latest release becouse of thetr
age. They are aged berween
three and four years and have
been wenned off their special

miilk formula.

“Thiey have also gained vah-
able experience in the bush
guided by their handbers, and
were in great physical condi-
tion at the time of release.”
said Lenaipa,

He sald in the buald-up to the
mlease, the calves were famil-
rised with their travel crate
and fitted with GPS tracking
cotlars, This process, he said,
wits carried out in partnership
with KWS personnel who
developed the post-release
monitoring strategy,

“This will enakle the moni-
toring and documentation of
the elephants” health, safety
and integration " said Lenaipa

"KWS is proud of its veteri-
naary team that hes worked in
partnership with Reteti to
ensure the calves wene rescusd
most humanely and profes
sionally, given the required
medical care and nurtured
with the highest animal wel-
fare standard,” said Simon
Gitau, Assistant Director of
Mountain Conservistiion Ared.

According o Antony Wan
dera, Senior Research and
Monitoring officer, Northern
Rangelands Trust, the four
dephants will be monitored
chosely for learning purposes.

“The dose follow-up will
help us o continuousty
Improve the welfare of the
elephants and the rewilding

process,” sabd the-officer.

Bawi, now three and a half
years old, was rescued from
Maabolo after he was found
shandoned and stuck in the
mud at four months old. “It
ook a long time for handlers
] BWS vert tesm tooweam him
back tohealth," said Lenapa

Loisaba, three years and
four months old now, was
found wondering by Lolsaba
Conservancy rangers at eight
months, He was orphaned by
the tough dravght at the time,
bt endhured to regainstrength
and be finally redeased to the
wrilcl

Lehurat, another victim of
the drought, was rescued at
the Lehurai (after which he ks
named) area of Laikipia,
stressed and traumatised at
nine monthsold, However, the
professional handling at the
sanctsary made him fit forthe
wild release, aged three years
and seven months old.

Chose monitoring

Lastly, Nadasolt was the
youmgest to arrive at the sanc-
tuary ot only three weeks old
He was found in f community
well at Naunyak Commuanity
Conservancy.

“She had takenalot of water
anvd was sick with pneumaonia,
bt she proved to be a tough
girl and found her way togood
hiealth by the time of release at
three years and two months
ol " said Lenaipa,

The two earlier releases sow
Warges, Lingwezi mmd Sosian
reintroduced to the wild In
May 2019 while Shaba, Pokot
and Mpala were relegsed in
November 2019,

“Their release was guite
sucoessfil as they are curment -
Iy spending time with wild
herds in the area and Hving
without any human contact a¢
all," said Maomi Leshonguro,
o of the lorgest-serving han-
dlers at Reteti Elephant Sanc-
tuary and the first woman
elephant handler in Kenya

David Dabalten, heed of field
operations at the Save the
Elephants organkzation, says
data on elephants in the wild
released in 2009 shows
arphaned jumbsos are increas
ingly integrating with wild
Ones,

“The data shows thelr rarge
overiaps with wild elephants
with whom they share water
points and are often in dose
contact,” says Daballen, add
ing that the organisation ks
pleased with the progress of
the orphans.

“We look forward to watch-
ing them grow to mature
mabes and females and eventu-
aly feed om the fenced envi-
rmrment of Sera Rhino Sanctu
ary tobe truly wild.”
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Raila, the powerful

man with no title

can’t
2022

ODM leader and Uhuru
have secured a vantage
pasition from where
they will run succession
politics.

By Rawlings Otiena
and Jacob Ng'etich

newsOesk Bstancy i midal m ke

Onee written off as a spent
foree and who had utilised his
last bullet, Orange Democratic
Movement leader Raila Odinga
has not only confounded his
supporters and naysavers,
Iwst is noiw 3 formidable element
in the 2022 political matrix.

While the other political par-
thes are in & shambles and mare
still disintegrating, his ODM is
pulling together. Events of the
last few weeks in Jubilee and
Ford Kenya parties have loft him
stTOnger.

His advantaga

From the “perpetual election
losar® tag of yesteryear, the
Raila of today, just like Deng
Yiaoping of the Chinese Corm-
mumnist party who did not have
any government position, is
now the most powerful man
outside the official government.

Cabinet Secretaries who had
zero ties o him are now top-
pling over themselves trying to
secure appaintments with him
it his Capital Hill office.

The merger of his opposition
power and government power
has sent chills among his formier
allies, with Ford Kenya leader
Moses Wetang'ula and his Ama
ni Mational Congress (ANC)
counterpart Musalia Muodavadi
the latest to feel the heat.

“Hg is now the Deng Xiaoping

in Kemyn He (Deng ) didn't have
any major formal position, but
he made major decisions. His
(Raila) decizion tosupport Uhu
ru is a masterstroke. Uluru is
now able to implement his
agenda peacefully and coher-
ently,” Muranga Senator and
President Kenyatta's blue-eyed
boy in Senate, Irungu Kangata
S5,

According to Kangata, the
alliance between the two and
ther communities have tradi
tlonally provided the ‘grand
norm’ constitutional moment
that redefined Kenya. In the
e, he says, it is the people of
Kenya who benefit whenever
the two sides corme together,

“The association of the two
ushered independence, muld-
party democracy in 19491 and &
new Constitution in 2000 If the
two leaders cement their rela-
tionship, the country will devel
op further, That ks how | would
like todook at it,” he adds,

In the last one week, three
unrelated events aptly demon-
strate the power Raila is cur-

“paila easily
exploits the
inherent
limitations of
other politicians
as he displays his
mysterious traits
that incessantly
keep him surviving
Kenya's political
jungle.”

Political analyst Javas
Bigambo.

beignoredin
poll contest

rently wiclding. The first is an
incident when a Cabinet Secre
tary checked into his office,
ostensibly to bangain for gov
emment appointrments from his
harme are,

The second is a video that
went viral four days ago that
shinwed him riding in the same
car with President Kenyatta
trspecting renovations of N
roi's city's muin sireet at night.
This happened while Deputy
President William Ruto had
been bosted politielly the whoke
werk,

The third s the politiol wail-
img in Fomd Kemyn, ANC and gen-
erally the tower of babel that
bovarne of Wisstorn region in the
Last few days. Al fingers painted
it Ralla,

Mysterous traits

“Raila easily exploits the
inherent. limitations of other
politicians as he displays his
mysterious traits that inces-
santly keep him surviving Ken
va's poditical jumzls. Him work:
ing with Uhuru Kenyatta has
clevated him bevond his NASA
compaiTiots,” says poltical ana-
byst Javas Bigamba,

He says this is almost natural
glven that he is the oldest and
senbor-most active polithelan
and would therefore hold a
cynical view ofhis competitors.
With the benefit of the squab
bles Aowing his side, Bigambo
says Raila will comfortably
manage the outcome of the
2022 General Election.

Rniln and Ul have secured
a vantage position from where
they will run the succession
polirics.

“The two can sustain the heat
a5 long as they engage in it with

tactics and caloulated caution,

They must keep their challeng

ers guessing and be ahead of
them by sabotaging chances of
umity,” said Bigamba,

ODM chairman Jahn Mbadi
(Suba South) charged that Raila
Fuike alwys Deven the man to beat
from the 2007 elections.

50 kong a5 he dhooses to nin,
he will always remain the man
tobeat. [don't believe any other
presidential candidate today
can wish and write him off. You
can oy ignone him at your own
peoril” said Mbadi,

The MP. who is also the
Mational Assembly minority
leader, zaid the political stature
of Raila has never diminished
since 19896 and that the new-
found love between him (Railah
and President Kenyatta has
emnbolden the ties

ODM's Secretary General
Echwin Sifuna sakd Raila's triack

record of fighting for the good
of the country has not only pro-
palled him to national Bmelight,
bt internotionally.

“Raila was elevated to the
level of internat ional statesman
long ago by ks mack record of
fighting for the good of the
country. He will remain 50, not
withstanding any changes mthe
political landscape,™ said Mr
Sifunn

BB project

University of Eldoret (UoE)
Don Philip Chelbunet, a political
analyst, however comtends that
Raila is hedl-bent on installing
his ‘Kieleweke" lieutenants in
kv posithons 5o as to bring the
Fuilding Bridges nitiative (RED)
project bo fruition.

“Those removed were not
aligned 1o Raila politically 50
the hidden hand behind the
purge is Raila. Raila is using his

surrogates toinferfers with Par
lizment, Jubilee and other par
ties to ghve him a through pass,
Ultimarely, Raila will be on the
ballot," ssid Chebunet.

Chebanet armuees that Presi
dent Kenyatta, who is leaving
office in 2022, may not be keen
to fight for Raila to sueceed him
and at the same time fight to
have a legaey,

Nominated MP Godfrey Osot
si sald that Raila's reduced
palitical activity is strategic and
not cowartice.

“Both Uhuru arct Roila agreed
to unite the country via the
‘Handshake® and BEI and to
termgorarily put on hold the pre-
mature 2022 political talk. But
selfish individuals in the other
camp want us to stop every
thing and allow them to cam-
paign for 2022, Rafla reduced
political activity is strategic,”
said Mr Osotsl,
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Awkward shows
inHouse as MPs
axed for being
on wrong side

Loneliness is a terrible feeling. It's even worse
when vou're tminted by those determined to keep
you in solitude,

The fast-talking Member of Parliament from
Ugenya David Ochieng " may st have been the per-
flect witness to this fact.

His return to the august House last yvear, having
trounced former MP Christopher Karani in a by-
election, may have been the most gratifying moment
Tt bast Tuesday's sitting is one he will be losing
sleep over for the et few days.

The minarity coalition, Nathonal Super Alllance,
Tad reportedly been condicting some “contoct trac-
ing” as claimed by its leader, Suba South MP John
Mibadi.

Ochieng’, who had successfully camouflaged
within the eoalition, was among the many isolated
o5 ‘potentially infections substances’.

50 successfully he blended that no one had
noticed he held o position as a member within
Health Committee and that he cocupied a slot
reserved for the minority side.

Hut they eventually found him out and members
from baoth sides of the aisle ganged up to kick him
out of the sald commities,

His predicament was best capruned by the phrase
‘mimyonge hann haki’ as he would find out that his
Movement for Demiocracy and Growth pary wis a
Toat lostat sea.

Democracy, despite being engraved inthe party’s
name, sppearad to be speaking the language of his
oppressors. The minority had their say and they
dicln't want him on thelr side.

“If we do contact tracing and we find you in a
political corner that we are not comfortable with.,
we mist isolate you and we msst quarontine you,”™
tegan Mhbadi.

And when they were done with him, the majpority
cimie in to have their wiy,

“The weatherman - what he is predicting, politi-
cally, doesn't look favourable,” Leader of Mapority
Aden Duake weighed inon the matter.

Blame himself

For hits woes, he had noone else toblams bt him-
solf as he had mised the matter on the Aoor when
evervone was all sbout theirbusiness,

Perhaps, he may have thought that talking as fast
s he does, no one would have heard a word of what
T said. Hewas wiong.

If you felt sorry for Ochieng’, you must hove shed
atear for his Kiminini colleague Chiris Wamabam who
fioumd himselfina similar spot on Thursday. Well, it
ey havve besen after a bout ofuncontredlable bvagh-
ey but all the same, tears must have been shed,

It had everything to do with Suna East MP Junet
Mohamed who made Wamalwa his pet sublect for
the day, taunting him almost to tears.

*The ousted Deputy Minority Leader (Whip)..
should not continue masquernding as the Deputy
Minority Leader (Whip)," Junet began, adding, “and
e should start collecting his itemns from the office
a5 5000 as possible., " bursting into lsughter as he
sat down,

Umable to bear the humiliation, the Kiminind MP
struck back with an emotional sermon.

“Lendership comes from God... one door closes,
anather one opens,” he responded as he spoke ofhis
2022 gubernatorial ambitions,

“1 wais mare worried of Duale,” he said of 3 man
‘whin had recently survived the axe before lashing out
at Jumet for being 8 “comedian with little respect
toothers. [Brian Otieno]
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Higher lawmaking. An “inclusive” system will band aspirants together, present them tovoters as a package

Hidden allure of one-party
statein Uhuru’s BBl agenda

Jill cottrell
Ghai

Sofar,as we know,
inclusion has meant more
jobs for political leaders
= not inclusion for
wananchi,

Tha e Were SO Worrying
aspects of President Ul Keny:
atta’s Madarika Day speech.

O of them was the reference
tor the repeal of section 24 of the
old Constitution - the section that
had made Kenya formally 4 one
party stite. He said, “this section
had outlived its historical purpos-
es and it was morphi
political cancer™ What were the
historic purposes of the one party
state - exoept theentrenchment of
rule by a certain section of the
community, and the quelling of
chissent and democracy?

Then there was this; “I am
already discerning a constitution
al moment, .. one that will bring an
wl tor the senseless cyeles of vie
wie hitve experienced in eve-
ection since 1962,

Has the President been reading
constitutional theory? Or has
somebody been feeding him con

A prominent American consti
tutional scholar, Brice Ackerman,

!'lﬂ_\ i H:
moments”
developments in US constitutional
history when important constitu
tional change has taken place
without the correct legal process-
&5 being followed - vet the change
is pecepted even by the courts.

The first of Ackerman's
moments wis the very making of
the American Constitution itself

which was not the outcome of
the appropriate legal procedures.

Ackerman teases out a whole
process followed in such cases. 1t
has imvolved getting an issue onto
the public agenda, the develop
ment of concrete proposals,
manpeunvring between different
elements of the gowernment until
the opposing governmental ele-
mients ghve in, elections inwh
the voters ratify the solutio
gully prrivedat, and endorsement
by the SupremeCourt,

He describes thisas a process of
“higher lawmaking”™ - despite
betng technicalty not bawful, this
process of acceniomes makes it not

mEtitutonal

' 4

N

President Uhuru Kemyatta with Opposition leader Raila Odinga during the launch of the Bullding Bridges inhtiative
{BEBI) repart at the Bormas of Kerya in Nairobi last November, [Fie Standard)

lawless. He suggests there was
always consclousness of the
unlawdulness - it was not by over-
sight that technically correct legal
processes wire pot observied

Somehow, | doubt whether that
is what Kenvatta had in mincd. If it
was, it ks very worrying - that the
President should set out tochange
rhl_'i,'J,l_mH'.l.lrulu }I.L'.'IE‘II_'\II'.H o
higher lowmaking process oetside
the Constitution that he swore to
wphold,

More loosely the phrase “consti
tutional moment” is used when a
certain impetus, especially at the
lewel of the people, makes the
chanoes of getting aconstitutional
change much greater.

Rath notions of constituticnal
moment have the endorserent of
the people as key aspects in their
amalysis.

We have to assume that the
President was referring to the
“Buikiing Bridges Initiative™ - he
poes on to speak of inclusion and
the end to electoral violence.

Hedid not, unlike his handshake
mate, Ralla Odinga, refer to a ref-
erendum, but he surely has in
mind the sams process.

At this point we do not know
what revised proposal the BEI
team will come up with after their
further public consultations, 5o
far, as we know, inclusion has
mearnt more jobs for political bead

ers - not inchesion for wananchi,

After the peak of post-alection
wiolence in 200708 our troubl
were analysed, particularty by hwo
high powered commissions. One
focussed on elections, and the
other on the viokence.

The two mist prominent mes
sages were: the inability to con
duct elections that were credible
to the people, and the Impamity for
windence, Litthe has changed

Another factor was widely
thought to be important ar the
time changing our political sys
rem 50 that no longer was the
presidency the only prize worth
Havinge

“The BEI seems to plan
to add yet another
role of sidekick to

the president, in the
form of the prime
minister”.

The drafts for a new constit
tion that alresdy existed, ond
those developed after the 200008
crisis, were jettisoned by politi
ciamns in 2010, anvd a powerful pres-
dent - if one {n theory more con
strained than in the past
retained, And the BRI would do
little if anything to change that.

People hawe been commenting

abast the problem of the deputy
president’s role - how unclear i is
and how much the holder of the
posithon is at the mercy of the
president. The BRI would retain
that role, and add mother. That of
prime minister.

Though that person woukd b
1o e the support of the maj
in the Mational Assembly, we have
e recently how little the
nal Assembly values its role
as a separate branch of govern
pikald

Free positions

Thie BRI seems to plan to add yet
another role of sidekick to the
president, in the form of the prime
ministes, Indeed three sidekdcks if
there are two deputy prime minis-
ters, too. But the formal powers of
the president would remain
unchanged

Finally, the loghe of this *inchi-
sive” system would be that aspir
ants for these now five high posi
tinns {or one really high position
and four subordinate) would band
together and present themselvies
to the voters as a package

This would come perilously
close to a one party state. [Fit did
not, it would not be really inclu
shvel Secthon 2A Mark 7

Ve

Thewriter is directorofKatiha
Institure.
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Development

KPCU mills in three counties set for upgrade, says Munya

Kenya Planters Cooperative
Untion (KPCUmills in Kirbmyaga,
Nairobi and Meru counties are
set for refurbishment. Agrical
ture Cabiner Secretary Poter
Munya said the facilities will be
availabie for use by coffee soche-
tiies and estate owrers at a fee.

“In our budget we have fac-

tored an alkocation for refurbish-
ing the mills, warehouses and
lnboratories, The boratory will
ensure testing for coffes is done
properly. We want to repair
thess warehouses even for other
uses, Already thee mibway (Nakro-
bil-Sogana-Manyuki) is being
rehabilitated,” Munya said

Munya said those using the
facilities will only be charged a
reasonable fee, an amount that
caters for the basic minimum
required to man the mill
Speaking durmg & meeting with
representatives af 15 Coffee
Coopertive Societies from Kir-
inyaga on Friday at New KCPU

mills in Sagana, Munya said a
firm that had already leased the
KPCU facilithes for milling thelr
parchment will be allowed to
continue operating, alongside
others interested in using the
mills.

Om the Coffed Revitalisation
Programme, Munya said eight

counties in the Mt Kenyva region
that account for 70 per cent of
the national coffes production
will benefit from a Sh1.5b fund.
The eight include Machakos,
Murang'a, Menu, Nyeri, Kirinya
o, Ermbu, Kiambu and Tharaka
Nithi counties.

[Joseph Muchiri]

m The position places the Kipipiri MP at the upper echelons of Jubilee Party

Uhuru’s gift thrusts Kimunya
to limelight, but what’s inside?

The job description of
the new position
rermnains hazy and it
seems to duplicate
duties handled by the
majority leader and
majority whip.

By Moses Njagh

T e AT i ra ks

Kipipiri MP Amos Kirmun-
ya's new position of Secretary
of Jubiles Coalition's Parlia
mentary Group bas redmvigor-
ated the former powerful
Cabrinet minister, whose polit-
ical eareer hnd cmee appeared
o dhwimdle,

And in the wake of Kimun-
va's fortunes, National Assem-
bly Majority Leader Aden
Duale's misfortunes have
begun with Jubiles Party Vice
Chalrman Dawid
Murathe, saying
Kimunya |s
now above
the Garissa

Tewnship ME Though the job
description of the position
handed to Kimunya on Tues-
day remains hazy, it seems o
duplicate duties that would be
cleardy handled by both Duale
and Emmanuel Wangwe, the
v Majority Whip.

However, it places him at
the upper echelons of Jubiles
Party, where he can play in the
highest leagoe of national
politics.

“This is the position that
Tuju (Jubilee secretary gen
eral Raphael) should have
held, he should have been
nominated to Parament to be
the link berween the House,
the party and the Executive.
Now Kimunya will be the boss
of the Parllamentary Group,
placing him on the level of
Cabinet Secretary and above

the position of the majority
leader,” sys
Murathe,

The posi-
tieom
thrusts

the Kipipiri MP back to the
paolitical melight that he wis
used to when he served in
President Mwai Kibaki's NMare
and PNU government, rising to
the position of Finanoe minis-
ter before he was disgraced
through & vote of no confi
dence in 2008

He also served &s Minister in
the Lands and Settlement
docker, Trade and Industry,
and Transpart.

The motion of no confi-
dence, articulately and dra
matically moved by then Tho-
lomani MP Bani Khalwale,
accused Kimunya of being
complicit in the controversial
saleof the Grand Regency, now
Lateo Regency, Hotel,

He was also accused of
impropriety i his handling of
the Safaricem PO and the De
La Rue tender.

The vote overwhelmingly
supported by MPs, including a
majority from his own PNU
party, came harely days after
he had, almost arrogantly,
decliared that he would rather
die than re 1. Hee resigmed,
paving way for an inguiry
against him,

Bruised and wounded

Thowgh Kimunya was
cleared of any wrongdolng in
the zale of Grand Regency
Huotel, the enhanced politics
aguinst him laft the man, who
had also served as deputy
leadier of government busing
in Parliament, braised ar
woumnided.

He appeared to hove been
sunk politically and thrown to
ohsaurity, with Hitle hopes
that he would play in the
national politics again when
after the electorate of Kipipin
voted himout in the 201 3ekec-
tions, he wrote them a let-
ter, eastigating them for
being unappreciative of
his good work over the
10years he was MP

Even after he was
edectid hack to Parlia-

menit in 2007, Kimun-
va has remained &

Political career

5 8-year-old Kimunya
plurged into palitics in
2002, seaxing the Kipipir
parliamentary seat ona
Narc tickat

m He was re-sdected in 2007,
wihare he emerged as a key
defender of President Mwai
Kihaki's PNU sida of tha
coalition government

8 The avid golfer"s political
caraer was badly punctured
on July 2, 2008 whena
mation of no confidence
against him was passed in
Parllament. leading to his
resignation as Finance

i rdster

pale shadow of the front-bench
paolitician that he onoe was,
one whose presence in the
House would never be ignomed

Mow the only responsibility
the witty MP, who last year
graduated with a Phh, in the
Hoise b5 the lowdy position of
a vice chatrman of the Educa-
Lion Commithee,

This was certainly not the
place for Kimunya who once
ook to the floor of the House
to “lecture” ODM leader Raila
Odinga on the operations of
the Nairobl Stock Exchanges,
now renamed Nairobd Securd
ties Exchange (NSE), casually
telling the opposition chief
that “NSE ks not o fish market ",

Rightfud place

But now even as the debate
rages &5 to what the exact role
af the posttion granted 1o him
entails, it is certain that Kimu-
nya has been thrust to his
rightfiul place in the country’s
political set-up

Murathe says it will be the
secretary of the Parliamentary
Group, which now includes
memhers of Kam who are now
in the Jubilee coalition, who
will e calling for PG meetings,
atagk thatwas reserved forthe
party leadier

“Those who have hesn

u He was cleared of any
wrong doing afterinvestiga-
tions and re-appointed to
the Cabinet as Mini ster of
Trade in kanuary 2009,

m He also served as the

20048 and 2013
u He lost the Kipipir saat in
2013 despite controver-

2017 sections
 He has kept a bow profile
in the 12th Parliament

aceusing the president of fail
ing to summon a PG meeting
will now be channeling these
comcerns tothe secnetary, Thit
i5 how powerful that positon
i5," Murathe says.

Kimumnya says the positionis
not new as it s stipulated in
the Jubilee constitution, only
that it never had a substantive
holder, He admits that his
duties could see him assuming
some fanctions now played by
other aders.

1 don't think there is a con-
flict, ewery of those positions
has specific duties, But since
there has never been a sub-
stantive holder of the position
since 2013 the duties were
being played by either the
whipor the majority leader.

However, the position s a
vital component of the gower
ance structure of the party,” he
53y5.

Kimunya adds that his
responsibilities would include
ecoordinating the two Houses
of Parliament, sorting out
logistics of a PG, reporting
deliberations of the PG, chair
ing meetings of leghslators i
that is designated to him by
the party leader and imviting
the party leader to address a
meeting where he is in atbend
ance.
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County. [Joseph Muchi, Standard]

Dispute

MPinrow
over ‘debt’
owedto
county

Meru Cournty revenu collec-
tors and askaris stormexd atelevi-
shon station over a debt owed by
the station to the county.

A confrontation ensued
between Meru County Revenuie
Baard CEO John Nioiti and Wom
in rep Kawira Mwangaza's sta-
tionon Friday over the Sha09.000
dabt.

Nroiti went to the bullding
where Baite Television Station is
to urge the manogement to pay
up its debt, or face recovery
sction. The TV station. owned
and managed by Mwangaza and
her husband Baicu Murega, is
next to the Woman rep’s resi-
danca,

Brardishing the notice and the
list of payments, Ntoiti said the
coupte owed the county the mon
ey from as far back is 2016 and
wanted the duo to produce a
license allowing them tooperate.

But, Mwangaza and Murega
said they did not owe the county
Rovernment any money. The
wioman rep demanded the reve-
nue hoss produce a court order
allowing his team to enter her
cormgound.

“I am the owner of this prem-
Ises, so 1 wanted o know what
has brought you here. 1f you have
the court order show us and then
you ciin proceed,” she said.

Outstanding payrments

Ntoiti nsisted they wanted the
company to pay Sh200000 for a
mist tower while Mwangaza said
the mast belonged to o mobile
telephony company, and not the
coumty.

Ntoiti's visit came at the expiry
of a notice to Murega to pay
ShSX.000 in land rates, license
and other fees owed by the sta-
tionwhich is iocated at Makutano
areq. It was at that juncture that
the exchange degenerated intoa
shouting match, with the duoteli-
Ing Nioiti to go to court to recow-
EF Q1T IOREY,

The outstanding payments
listed by the revenue board ane
for refuse collection dating back
to 2086, installation of communi-
cation mast, change of user for a
plot, land rates and vehicle

brandirg. [Phares Mutembei]
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= According to KNBS there are more than 3,000 Kenyans with severe dwarfism, with more than 1.2 million children having stunted growth

Yes, hear it fromme,
Ilvmg with dwarfism |
issuchatallorder

FACTS ABOUT PEOPLE WITH SHORT STATURE

Causes:

B Endocrine diseases | Related to hormones)

B Genetic conditions

B Bone and skeletal diseases

B Intrautesine growth retardation
Malmutrution for kids under 2 years causing stunted

People with short it was e

stature suffer ridicule

and many cannot access differant types of dwarftsm
hermonal therapy which 651.700

is key in aiding their

development mm:tnnmmnd
IlrMerrvMNarrhu Diagnosis:
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Stunted growth in Kenya:
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W 32.4% of stunted growthin
rumal. 24. 5% inurban

B Check for genatic
disorders.

Angela
W, assistant
sor and peedi

"I'.m\:m' 1

keem om the

opment and » Iy captune

notiee a delayed g stapes of fife
Adter the genes

“Lsing & graph to plot he

1.82m

Children [ 29% ) under
5 years have chronic

h malnutrition stunting
or low height-for-age

the hormanal ¢ i ||||-.'|n

“1 was still a boy,
even though my age
was advancing. I

hit 20 years old and
nothing about my
body had changed

to show that I was
growing. I knew that
I was not okay. I was
different,”

Hussein Kenga

24-35
Chilldren aged 24-
35 months mone prone to

stunting

msues around it

Boys an more
likely to be stunted

Treatment

Medical interventions to manage dwarfism, boost

& limbes, the sp

T mmon health com
children
wal cord
ature and

compression, \‘.‘II il «
T \mql legs.

1 15
affect
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Managing dwarfism:
B Hormonal therapy

W Surgery

B Physical/psychological
theragy

W Stunting does not have
strong relations with poverty.

Counties with high
levels of stunting

B Marok

B Laikipia
B Mandera
B Machakos

W 22 countles have severe level of stunting
above the national average [11.4%: )

for better health care

make people with short stature

feel more accepted in society.
[refie Mokl who suffers from

says she had todrop out r-quhmI
when the taimting became too
much and bul she got from
her peers was cnusing her anxi-
ety

1 .m'rf-mho' O |I:| |Jurm},

emiarTasss
never go back to school,” whr

raining hiow people with

sarfsm suffer in an education
system that doss not support
them.

She says eve
ker b
people to
She mentions a
where a popular Kemn
dian went on social medi
ridbale a waomian of short statiune
whio had gotten pregnant.

“He put up a photo of the
pregnant woman lmghing
g that the manwho
gotten her preg-
wnt has o sharme,
It goes 1o show
3 ifyou

have dwarf
150,
think you hi
o o 1= You
nothing tothem. it isa

adulthood,

shame,” she says.

Shiz mddds that her worst humil
igthom came when she met a man
whao fell in love with her, and
r b wient to int rodee hir to
mother oatright

Iy rejected her.

“She told me on my face that
must have bewktched her son. 1
ke it was not going towork, He
left me soon after. And many
more men have left me sinoe

then. YWeare ou %" she says,
Joakim Mwang, founder of
Short Stature Sockety of Kenya, o
non |..|I\'Ef|"1|‘1€‘]. al organisation
champions for the rights of
& with different health con
ditions that cause short stature
says there are many myths sur-
rounding their existence.

Greatest desire

“We charipion for i
and empowerment betause pio
plie with short stture go through
a lot of social and paychological
challenges. We want to he
xe,” he says.

i says the greatest desine

for peaple lving with dwarfismis
for people to start paying atten
tion to their needs.
o people. We do not
» treated
%07 for
,wm:{r' to laugh : s Mot all
people I.\Iﬂ'lihnl'lil ature wamt I:rl
ity comaedy. We ]
with dhifferent
IS

i
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Determination

| don’t focus o
my disability or
use it to secure
favours

“1 have short stature, no hands and one of my
legs has problems. You can imagine how many
times people nughed when D walked by asa child.
It was tough, 1 cried. Then 1 developed a coping:
mechanism, which is to fgnore all things whis-
pered behind my back. From a young age, | got
tired of the bad feeling when I heard people say-
ing meanthings over thisconadition that Thad no
control over, T'was born this way,  cannot change
it, 50 1 had to endure it Tam lacky that 1 have a
loving farmily, When [ was out there, and [ was
fecling ke the world around me is erumbling
because of how people were making me feal, |
remembered the bove of my family, Living with
shart stature is tough. Simple things like
climbing stairs, sitting on a chair or 4
even picking up things become a chal-
lenge. Then the belittling, of people
thinking that just becaise you are small,
thery ean treat vou like a child. 1 ook back
and think of how resflient | am. To go
throughiall that, and put your mind to stud-
ying and getting a masters like | did is big. 1
am proud of the woman 1 am becoming Even |
without hands, Dwrite. People marvel ot how
I can put the pen in my arms and write in 4
handwriting that is better than most, 1
remind mysel that | matter, | choose my
battles. When 1 am among strangers and
someons says somet hing mean about me,
| choose to ignore it When | hear it from
sameone 1 know, Tstand up for myself
and tell them to stop. Lifeds about learn-
ingz whien to be quiet. In my position as Prin-
cipal Secretary, T do not focus on my disahility o
wse it get fvvours. 1 focus on ny abilities - on
what [ can do. Everyone who has a disability
should remember that they have a strength :
inside them, and foous on building their
strengths [Merey Adhiambse] Herftage Principal Secretary Josephta
antmﬂmmm
during Mashujaa Day. [F

Stigma

Rejection, discrimination starts at home

victims development

HAINIEE ]\vl_l[!'.ll‘lr:l!" AMOTE ,'|‘_.“.1_
opid countries.

(ene editing to control genetic
oonditions, inchuding dwa
also baen explored by sl

W, wtain the o
v, bt it has faced resists
from moralists who feel it can be

abused.
In Kenya, there have been many
Interventions to help in controlling

dwarflem caused Iy s ritrithon
The government an T Agen
cies like UNICEF hawe been running
campaigns on the importance of
ve breastfeeding for chil
wer six months, and the
wital clinkes have been focus
ing om improvement of the chart
o keep track of the

hildren bidow five years

lamibo]

1 grew up in Magodo Chil

norwing what to do
sent me to lve with
iy, and then |
into a home. |
started schood very late, at nine
fl‘dh(‘h.l 1 was small and peo
ple probably thought 1 we -U|l|
grow taller. | never did. [ h

n"‘nl'

Life as a uw.,rf in Kenya is
touggh. The education system
does not support vou. You get
used to the gigetes behind you
when you walk. Yoo are a toy.
People want to o rTy you and
play with iliating
I refised o le yeedf 1o be
defmed by ny condition. 1 stud

ied hard. | knew it is the only

thing [ had. T am now a medical
er. [ still Taugh about how 1

Hosea Staphen (Clinkcal Officer)

had to ciimb onstools to reach
patio What is not funny
thouwgh, 15 the ook of horror

getting into fields
e, Mast people
think [ should become & come
dlian [|

Joot] dl'Lnn("t-Jlﬂl'«
¢ for becanseaf 1

-3 I'!:.[n:y_ for us can be
Wie get used to refection
however, met someone who
loved me for who I am. Sheisa
f. I threw my sweet words
she fioll fior e, We are plan-
ning for our wedding. When
living with dwarfism, rejection
aften starts from hame. You
became an outeast.

1 never allow that to get to
me | will be a great person
someday, [now run my chemist
and T am hoping 1 can find
sameane to partner with me
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Mairobi. City residents
participate in cleanup
iti North Sub-Cou
atiom in part nership
Ipper H ]7?("‘ dents

TGRS ina m1,r
up exacise where more than
residents parti .|mfwl I_s Fric

Director for Evironment
‘While lalinching the exe
ft ertor for Emvironment and

1M Mario Kainga ueged
pants to take a l=ading

I ner with continue to partner
withicomme and stakehold
&5 in ervirenmenial manage:

ment, [AP]

Siaya. County tospend
Sh?'-ll:l on keypmjecls

Froads,
transport alloc

0 milion from She 11. !:
+ [Isaiah Gwengi]

Health
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County assembly moves to avert planned medics’ strike

Alarmed by & looming crisis facing
Kisumu's health sector after doctors
threatened to go on strike, the County

as now intervened to resolve

it he r~.1nkr~nnn 41 mr‘mt.‘u

Governor Anyang' Nyong'o's 3

dents and le

tiom uwmwillingness to improve thetr terms,
With the county also struggling to con
tain the spread of Covid-19, several resi
: ared that astrike by

the medics would be disastrous.
0m Friday, Speaker Elisha Craro con
vened a meeting with two key House com
mittees os well as a representative from

Sarvice Board.

last year

the health workers and one from the C
exerutive as well as Kisomu County Public T |

In o strike notice addressed to the
County Secretary, KMPDU
the county government of failing to effect
promations and pay arrears sinee July

hiaf Officer for Health and sanitation
seph Okaweso confirmed recelving

the strike notice and said the department

acciged

i5 addressing the matter to avert the
planned strike

“Some of the allegations are not true
it we are scrutinising the claims,™ he

sajd, [Harold Odhiambal

But medical

and promises to
conduct DNAto
establishthe truth.

By Kennedy Gachuhi

A Wi

superintendent says
child was born pre-term

pachuE s imediacoks

wan has socused Mok

uri Lewel Five Hospital of
swapping her newborn witha
dead one.

Abice Adhlambao, 31, sabd she
checked into the facility on
May 21 and was admitted after
meedics reported that she had
high blood pressure, thereby
placing her amd her unborn
halw in danger,

1 remained at the hospital
il May 29 when | delivered
at armind 4pm through caesar
can section. My baby boy
weighed 2.6 kil
hirth and was feeding normal
Iyv. 1 spent the day with him on
Saturday and Sunday.” said
Aditiambi.

Mstafls on the Newborn Unkt
Bt Form indicated that “the
child was barn pre 'h.'r:ln at 3l
weeks and 5
tio A0 weeks for
ery”

Adhiambo explained that on

o mawrrrin] dlethe-

Sunday evening, she went to
breastfeed her child at 6pm
and eft the nursery at arourad

TA0pr nhwim tocheck onthe
h.ﬂ w S

“At o, 1left my bed head-

Ing to the nursery. There | met
two nurses who i
where the
child had
intact. My ba \'ruu was niot kni
hisbed” she said

The distressed mother said
thee mirses then brok
to her that her chi
after \u]'.lq'|| 'Ju_- |.| A
see the body:,

Unique hair

“My child had unique hair
close to the forehead. 1 was
shown an already wrapped
baby whose body colour had
l!unrlldmnhl goroei. Thae chisad
ch ad & birth mark on the
mine had none, The
ywas too cold to have died
utes earlier,” said Adhis
mba,

Her attempts to get an
explanation on the eircum-
stances under which her baby
died were fut e as none of the
miurses had answiers to her que-
ries

But the hasp al's medical
superintendent Dr Joseph
Mburu has denied Adhiambo’s

L
i haed ched
||||J|_'|.| 1]

ROW. More discrepancies noted in birth notification and burial perrit

Woman claims baby swapped
with adead oneinhospital

-
@

.
b LINFPE 2

Alice Adhiambo speaks during an interview at her home in Section

58, Nakuru. | kennedy Ga

“There was nothing like a
betby swip. The document in
our possession clearly show
that the child was born pre
term.”™ Dr Wb sakd

The situation became more
complicated the following day

Relief aid

fd]

as Adhlambo was paying her
il wilhen it emerged that she
hied been given a different file
as a record for her child.

i the ]'r*ch.sr:u- Summary

patient mumber was recorded
as 792173 but at the hospital

hilling records the mumber
T been assgned toa differ
ent patient.

it the acoountant's desk,
the patient number on the
form gave the record of a

patient named John
Ngang'a. That was neither
me nor my son,” she said

Ir Mbure admitted that
there werne some errors on
the records bt the inpatient

number belonged o Adhis
mba,
[ the child was not hers,
w5 hall harve a DNA concuct -
ad to estahlls ruth of
the matter,” said Dr Mbun.
More discrepancies
ged betwesn the hirth
Ao nburkl per-
mit Eaed o allow the hospi-
tal to dispose of the body.

I the twe documents seen
by The Standard, the Birth
N sl o s on June |
indicates that the child was
born dead on May 28 while

the burial permit indimted the
child died aged one day.
Adhiambo who works as a

sacurity guard in Nakur town
saidd the torment has been hand
Iurhl. r o bear .J-cld g, that her

nw.'ﬂnlr-nrbr-r-.n:w.-u."l'hni Ciow
id- 19 pandemic.

Party officials inwar of words with MCAs lash out at governor over
Bondo MP over disloyalty claims

All is not well in ODM, Bondo
branch, after some partyofficials
questioned area MP Gideon
Ocharda's conduet.

The offick "||)M[| 1 issed
a statement pocust ||._l,l‘|'|.||'xj of
being diskoyal to the party. The
MP had just survived removal
Loy eomities
oo Mawere

aryl, Jully
and Rose
(former nominsted MCA)
¢ MP to-dear his name

over daimsthat he had Enkswith
Deputy President Will

am Futo.

“As the party's secretary in the
constituency we no longer have
confidence inhim.” said Mawere,

Ochanda on the other hamd

mrrused his political opponents of
t'n::'hm THEIE.

'\:'
=
=
=

IJ£‘.1“'I'| ool the oiffic
that they were speaking i
own capacity and not the party’s.
Isalah Gwengl]

Banda MP Gideon Ochanda and
Eala MPOburu Oginga.

‘paltry’ 200kg rice donation

A section of Kiambu County
ward reps have faulted the dis
tribution of relief food as &
|'|1|I'q_,.|[n,||| to combat the spiread
of comanamir

8,

The MOAs are now dermand-
ing that the food distribution be
halted until a better formula is
testied

found and the fopd
hefiore being dished ¢ -.L.
Theey scoused Ki 10 r
nor James Myoro of insincerity
by issuing a lesser amount
food even after a suppleme

ry budeet of Shi30 million had
been passed by the assembly

coupded with ot her domations of

over Ski30 million.

Kijabe MCA Stephen Myutu
faulted the governor over the
distrivution of 200kgs of rice in
very ward for distribution to
able families, which he
oo litre for the popula-

Hon
Eamenu Ward MCA Raphael

Chee questioned the rationale
of ghving 200kg of rice to a wird

ol over 30,000 people.

“What can 200kgs rice do for

iy people, the governor is cins
ing animosity between the
MCAs and locals,” he explained.
KaruriWard Rep Peter Wain
aina said the rice was only
encugh to feed 200 people,
However, speaking in Ruim
where hie made the donations,
Nyom told off his critics wging
the reps to stop paliticising the
food distribution 5
[Fidelis Kaburyi]
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‘Y #MtuNIPlotHalafuNyu mba
W #StaySafeAvoidCORONA

OFFER

PLOT LOCATIONS

BUY PLOT & BUILD! T
- Cash with DISCOUNTS.

Bamburi
Isinya
- 5% deposit and easy KBC Mal;a

INSTALLMENTS period of . .
to 12 months sinanie
P ' Kitengela
- FINANCING of up to 80% Ryelimau
Tuala

by banks or any other.

Utawala

", 0716650000 or 0716652896

Nim www.ndatani.com

Hl'.ll'lllll IHTEIIFMSES Co LID. —
a2 in Ndatani
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PRIME PROPERTY

FOR SALE

BUBHESS PAHK Lavingtan, Hatheru Road
| Welcoms o |

DUCHESS PARK HANDOVER WEEK
Venue: Duchess Park
Dates: 23" - 30° June, 2020
Thme:  ELOOAM - 600 PM
Exclusiva 1 & dbe. Apanmants & Sbe.

Duplexes with pool, gym, jopging
ek mound tha 1.5 acme land, 12

-
-

= Large Ky mea Choma Temas

= Fleaty counte & Dorefode wabte” sLDDY
-

-

| Locamion |
Tty off Dutes Ming Mt Avong Bata cogo AY.
i 1 Atenis B e feg Akt R

Baiin mwcliicilty, willes' dil bawe Coofwcied

TODL Bar Mol wwte he siing syEiem
‘Wooden fnoe 1las A sl liveng spared
aym

0724 002 605 / 0722 512 BO3

wwwiilllscarskemya.com | infodvillacarskenys.com

FOR SALE RONGAI

«1br 3.5M + 2br 5.5M

The poparty |8 looated within | ACCOMMONDATION:
Annax  Shopping Ulﬂ:rl af Bdul'l GHOUMND FLOOR

Muricipality. BNG. undtas Each wit having
o off aartwards at Annaxshopping | 2NG.FEOIME: With urdulted

| CEETLTE BONE AN ACCESS Foad to the | WC, with Nesd showers, high leved pan,
A MERTS B APTISTPITET st o Thiks CGarties Mosd
‘ & e i vy Thils T anad Soea tham § i favem praparty. The proparty bes about 2"-:3 eararmnis Liek Lo shewider el
Amanas bhall, et imn 7 mres ol ortoneg Rand Kivnilind Thika Yuss m"mw Universsty School of | |oisty: With wash hand basin
I 11 i Secrme noe of the mumt prestigious sddroeem m Thics The AT 1] i
~IVULINT DESCHIPTION R L oo,
- darveloperami crrists of 31 bresttful Matsnenes sad 6 W, Fland ghowsr, igh lewvel par ancd
faadr T — The propeity & developed w00 cpamic i shoulder el
canstructed thse atond bulding of
TR — reinforoed concrn witry | Fiali- Sirgt span
Pl Flonaag, (T Batt m Wertratam, (RealTy Lnammsamgary. Styha wud Frac e quarTy stonss infiling. Thefors. aach floor has the same

Phats areed el 40p. Wt o Vi Canrotion, Drsiss Shipypang Come, Calay Sin
b

= -
o, M 2120107 Call Carol 072156087

:. I SAVANMNA HEADY LNITS AT
: MR v Vfiia Kshs 5. 95M

VIEW SPACIOUS

MASTER ENSUITE ™

Pl Ped s s 8 T
R

L oca tEd-'\ﬂ' :E-.prw o CurrnEt o i

& i Gt g et > Prerrs i el it Flar i Frm e

Joska immeii

S
= } } o e b S L Syl Cornalvl iy
rrebeng - Tha ek LA i M b
Call 0794 898 635 ' o Eotad oo P———
DALY SITEVSTS 4 i s i o Popuiin 8o B
ﬁ 10 Sopw N el Tovsipns ol (=15 =]
R R, 4 C) wrmesivie 0 wToucn 84354710500 100/ 1254725 159 164 T

Selling or renting owt property? Adwvertise in Thae AFFORDABLE

St‘-&'ldqrd Standard Digger Classifieds this and every Thursday at . RATES!

exciting and affordable rates where youll get suitable
buyers or tenants, fast and sasy.
PR PER I I G .[_IID I I: Call: 0727134126/ 0720 630 561/ 0719 012 910/

0719 012 909/ 0719 012 901
BUY | SELL RENT | INVWEST Email: classifiedads o standardmedia.co.ke
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Can you imagine your name on o lease or title, a big deal huh!
bt it has responsibilities as well. When searching for a rental
property, it's important to determinge whether the property you
buy will genernte & decent income. One of the primary aims of
barying it is to draw income from it after all.

You will need to be smart and well-informed to make the profits,

1. Find the Right Location

The last thing you want is to be stuck with a rental property in
an arca that is declining rather than stable or picking up steam.
A locale where the population is growing and a revitalization
plan s underway potentially represent the besl investment
apporiunity.

In eddition, a nelghborhood with low crime rates and o growing
job market may mean a larger pool of potential renters,

2, Know that you will deal with people

Understand the role of a landlord, it requires o particular set of
akills in the range of sockal intelligence. Dealing with people can
e tiring, but it canput money in your pocket.

Communicntion is going to be the key, You will need to talk with
your tenants regularly and listen to their feedback. This will
help you establish a trustworthy relationship based on honesty.
Furthermore, prevention is always a better solution than dealing
with a problem. Pian to provide multiple options for your tenant
to reach you and be reasonable with thelr requests! Think of
tenants as business partners.

3. An agreement is your upper hand
Release yourself from potential disaster. Talk io people who are
landiords and Jearn what challenges they are dealing with and
such instances should be covered In your agreement. This will
ensure you stay on top of things at all times. Your agreement
should also state

= The exnct procedure in cases such ns demage to the property

= The policy towards pets

= Cortain items regarding maintenance and garly termination

of the lease and
= A clause dedicated to illegal activities in the premises,

Things to know when buying a rental property

4. Beware of applicable fees and taxes

It's important to understand, for example, your tax obligations
a5 you buy the property, from the applicable taves during the
purchase to the rent tax upon occupancy. Learn also about
security deposits, tenancy agreements, eviction rules and more
imorder to avoid legal hassles.

4. Buy a Low-Cost Property

The more expensive the property, the hig b your ongoing
expenses will be. Some experts recommind starting with small
unils in an up-and-coming relghborkood,

S.Have an understanding of your rewards and risks

Rewards:

* Your income is passve, You eam money while putting most
of your time and energy into your other obligations
Your income grows. You don’t just eam rental income; when
real estate value increases, your investment rises in valae,
Shiort of another crisis, real estate valoes are more stable
than the stock market.
Rial estate is a physical asset.

"

Risks:

Although rental income 15 passive, terants can be a pain (o
deal with unless you use & property management CompEny.
Unlike stocks, you cant instantly sell real estate i the
markets gosour or you need quick cash,

Entry nnd exit costs can be ligh,

If you don't have a tenant, you have to cater for all the
EXPENSLS.

The Bottom Line

Keep your expectations realistic and remember that picking
the wrong property could be a catastrophic mistake. Consider
working with experienced partners if it's your first property,
Likewise, keep in mind that hiring a property manager from &
qualified property management company can help reduce risks,
as they have the experience necessary.

AMlso, talk to a certified public sccountant who has experience
working with clients owning a rental property. He/she be able to
provide an objective point of view on the pros and cons of buying
a rL'lI.lH! Property und hu’w o ||L;|l_'miu' thc RO p-s){ u-.ri.,-l of
VOAIrs,

WEST PARK TOWERS
Westlands CBD

For
BREAKING NEWS
UPDATES
SMS the word

NEWS to 22840

www.standardmedia.coke

Standard

buyer fast and easy!
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Demand firms as OPEC+ meeting looms. "1
{1l

usiness

SPORTS. LACK OF TALENT ¥

: [« =" 12 1] The value of mobile money transactions dropped by 15 per cent from Sh364 billion in March to Sh308 bilkon in Apeil

In Brief

Environment. Agencies
to manage waste

B Kerya Assoclation of
Nanufacturers (KAM) has
partnered with Bakers Associa
tion of Kemya to manage plastic
bread hags waste littered by
consurmers. Tha two associations
will work together with players
across the waste management
value chaln foensire the bags
are well disposad Speaking
uring the signing of the
agreement, FAM Vice Chaimper-
son Mucal Kunylha, noted that
plastics have significant henefits
and shoubd be integrated into the
chrcular econamyy o maximae
their henefits, “The mle of the
rmandifacturing sector in the
chular econamy rests in
sustainable wasta management
A huge opportunity remains in
the waste managemant and recy
ching inchustry in Kerya” said Mr
Kurmyiha. "Imesting in a circular
eLonoimy is a sure way for
sustadnable economic growth
since it helps reduce pressene on
T BIVIFGTIMENL, IMpTVeS
securty of the supply of mw
materiak and stimukstes social
Inmovation.” he added
[Peter Theur]

Tech. App to ease urban
connections, linkages

W An Artificial Intefigence (A1)
based platform that enabies
apartment complexes and gated
communities toconnect with the

antes i ahility
comnvenience, and acoessibiiity by
leveraging technology, The
TownConnet App will assist users
1o acoess professional home
service providers 5
plurmbers. alectiicians, cabhe TV
Installers and masons to access
shops and restaumnts. it will aso
enabia {hem to managa their
residential and commeercial
properties with the chck of a
button. The Apo ks found on
Googhe Flay and App Store. With
the uncertainties brought about
0. TowniConnect will
s o neach thesir target
market and enabie citlpens (o
safely enjoy reliahle poods ard
services via a digital platform
fromi the comfort of thelr homes
or workplaces.
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On Twitter

@Financial Times

US economy Shows unex-
pected 2.5m gainin jobs in
May

cla y etto

RRIES YE AIMS FOROLYMPICS C

How coronavirus slashed trips to
ATMsto anall-time low in April

In April, the value of
money

through cards and
point-of-sale machines
declined by a third to
5h35.2 billion from
Sh52.1 billion in March.

By Dominic Omond

PN CAT MEtia CO ki

Often timies, the speed of mon-
& s just like that of sound, lowd
under the cover of darkness bat
barely audible during the day.

Money can be nocturnal, It
gets busy ot night, seamlessly
changing hands in pubs, night-
chubs, brothels and keshas.

In Mairobi, money tends to
promounce its importance on Fri-
days after a hard-week's work
whien the sun begins its routine
weary descent diown the distant
miointain peaks

At this moment, those who
finel their way to estates ¢rjoy a
delicacy of peppered mutura
before washing it down with a
bottle of beer,

Those that opt o stay behind
In downtown relish a bite of
mizhikaki or roasted goat meat
mﬁnx}mnm\'enhishc\-‘hﬁtlallb
ter their tables,

Trips to the nearest automiated
teller machines (ATMs) can be as
nirmerons 45 those to the bath
rodms. And for those who love
convenience, mobile money
ensures the transactions contin-
ue unabated to the wee hours of
the maorning without a single trip
to the ATM.

Buf it i2 mot just across thme
that money mowes, it also moves
deros space. Maoney 15 moved by
weekend partygoers from Mai-
roii to Nabvasha; by commuters
an the Standard Gauge Railway
(8GR} from the coumtry's capital
city to the public beaches In
Mombasa Connty,

Some money is dropped by
countryside-bound motorksts
abong the highways to hawkers of
mahindi choma l&e breadenumbs
from the high tables of the
wealthy. Motels, petmol stations,
garages and car wash boys also

Mobile payments

Agents Aceounts Transactions  Value (KSh Mobsle pay
{milllons ) [milllians) hillions | month

2020 242775 544282 124994 30799 April

2020 240261 SE.731 150.657 364511 March

2020 235543 58,6665 14853 | mosm Felyruary

Value of transactions of ATMs millions)

2000 April 0 02 0.2 447 3692 a0 35241
| 2020 March a 194,25 | 024 1l 51308 15052 SLN&
| 202 | Febraary |0 209 0.2 B26 IR0 14980 53.055

ard Kwiale counties.
However, the ban on
all gatherings has been
extended for another
30 days, same with
movement in and out
of Nairobi, Momba-
sa and Mandera

coumties.

However, latest
data from the Central

.//;;m: of Kemva (CEK) shows
get  that trips to ATMs, which tend

a bite of this kitty on
rransit.

The money finally pours into
the rural Kenyn economy ke s
river ending along journey into
the expanse of the ocean
through numerous get-to
together meetings, weddings,
funerals or just handouts.

But the dusk-to-dawn cur few
iind the partial loekdown of four
counties (Nairobi, Mombasa,
Kwale and Kilifi} has curtailed
the free flow of money in the
past three months.

Yesterday, President Uhums
Kenyaria extended the nation-
wide curfew for 30 days and
said the cessation of movwement
Into and out of the Eastleigh
Areaof Nairobi and the Mom-
basa Old Toeam Aren will lapse at
d4am Sunday, He also eased
movement restrictions in Kilifi

to Increase in frequency as the
day wears down, reduced o a
record low in April. April was
the first month that Kenyans
lived under the stringent con-
tainment measures atmed at
curbing the spread of Covid-19,

During this period, mobile
money transactions also
declined significantly as Ken-
wans stayed at home followlng
the government directive.

The value of money transact
ed through debit cards, credit
cards, point-of-sale (POS)
machines ke those used In
superrarkets to read vour deb-
it or credit card, pre-paid cands
declined by athird to Sh5.2 bil-
Hon in April from Sh52.1 billion
in March, sccording to CBE data,
Year-on-year, this was a drop of
44.6 per cemt compared o
ShEa6 billion that were trans-

acted in April 2019,

Thiere were 4.13 million trans-
actions on these channels, a
record low sinee CHE started
putting together this data in
July 2004,

The value of mobile moniey
transactions dropped by 15 per
cenit Fromm Shit4 billon in March
to Sh30E hillion in April.

There were 125 million trans
actions, the lowest since August
2007 when there were 120 mil-
lion mobile transactions. How-
ever, i August 2007 there wene
only 35.3 million mobile money
subscribers compared to 594
milllion in Aprid 2020,

Also, transactions using a
credit card, a sort of debt offered
by a bank, were the record low
et ot 41278 tn April.

Sinee coronavirus arrived
hiere in March, over over a mil-
licn people hove been rendensd
jobtess, The sectors hit hard by
the containment measures
include hotels, airlines, travel
apencies, pubs, nightcubs and
other entertalnment joints and
transport sectors,

The education sector, espe
cinlly private schools, has also
bled profusely following the
close of all schools tn prevent
the spread of the disease in
schods.

Churches have also been out
af bownds to congregat fon, with
President Kenyatta calling for a
study on how they can be re
opened and operate within the
socinl distomee miles.

It is mot that there was no
mioney, If anything, hanks are
drowning in cash, Currency out
zide of banks and money in
demand deposits accounts
which can easily be withdrawm,
technically known as M1,
increased to Shl.50 trillion in
April 2020 compared to Shls
trillion in April last year

Total supply of money in the
economy, M3, whidh includes afl
the moneyin banks, deposits by
national and county gowvern-
ments, foreign deposits, long
term deposits, increased to
Shid 7 erillion in the period under
review companad to Sh34 tril
lionin April last year,

That banks are swimming in
cash can also be seen in the
decline in interbamk rate, the
mite at which banks lend to each.
As aresult of goverrment s pay-
ments and suppart from CBE,
the interhank rate fell to 2.98 per
cent on Friday, the kowest since
Novernber 15 last year when it
was at 287 percent,

In April this year, interbank
rafe wias at an avermge 5.3 per
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Sacco relaxes loan terms for members as virus looms

She advised sacco amembers to keep
saving despite suppressed earnings as
the virus reges on. “We have developed
products and financial sohations 1o ena-
ble all groups of people, regardiess of
their economic status, to be able to save
a percentage their earnings to enahle
them invest especially after the carrent
crisis is over," said Ms Mugo.

A Kirinyaga based savings and coop-
erative society & extending fexible loan
terms to its members who have been hit

Teard by Cowid-19,

Bingwa Sacoo, through its 19 branches
countywide, has also announced that it
will danate food stuffs to poor Kenyans
as part of efforts to shield the country
meninst the impact of the pandemic.

tured},

“As Hingwa, we are supporting the
Government directives of obsarving
social distancing and staying at home,
but at the same time, ensuring that we
support our members, Most of them zre
farmers and small scale traders, We want
them to access loans at reasonable
tisrms,” s Bingwa CEO Jane Mago (pic-

cent, a slight increase from 34
percent in April 2019,

Banks with insufficient cash
Teserves to, for example, to pay
depositors thelr money, can now
bornow cheaply overnight from
those with surplus funds.

Unfortunately, this money is
stuck in these bank accounts
maaking the velocity of money, or
the rate at which money is
excharged bnan ecomonty, to slow
down. But that is because people
were also not i

And as Gerrishon ldarip, an
economics lecturer at the Univer-
sity al Nairobd, puts it, “economic
activithes are caused by people
mawving” from place to place.

The hospitality industry has
been the hardest hit by contain-
ment measures after the country
reported its first case on March
12

By then, aifines and hotels
were already feeling the weight
of the pandemic that had already
hammered éoonomies in China
and Purope.

{Hﬁmﬂl travel figures reveal a

grim picture that began to show
in Mnrch with the number of
visitors to Kenya through Jomo
Kenyatta International
fﬂiﬁjdedirﬂrq;hy-‘.?perwnt_

April and May's mimbers have
not yet been released but they
werecertainly worseafter Kenya
restricted all international flights
int and out of the country. This

Il to massive unemnployment in
the trave] and hospitality indus-
fries as airlines and hotels shat
down thelr businesses,

International travellers jetting
into the country through JEIA
reduced by 47 per cent to 128,313
in March this year compared to
241,359 in the same month in
2019,

Fewer passengers came into
the country fram the major alr-
ports sach as Amsterdam, Dubai,
Adsfis Ahabha and Entelbie, offect -
ing the hospitality industry and
denying the country eritical for-
eign exchange reserves.

Passengers from Europe, Ken-
ya's main source of tourists,

from 46,067 to 24,549

Passengers from Dubal

im

B The number of jobs lost
since the coronavins

125m

B The number of mobile
money transac tions, which
was the lowest since August
20M.

sh308b

B The value of moblle money
transactions in April, which
wias a drog from Sh36s billion
In March,

riduced fo 11820 n the period
uncler neview oompared to 25473,

Towards the end of March,
Kenya restricted all international
passenger flghts into and out of
the country to curb spread of the
respiratory disease,

Loss-making national carvier
Kenya Alrways was forced tocan-
cel most of its trips even as its
workers took a pay cut.

But movement of passengers
on SGR was also negatively
Impacted. Standard Gauge Rail-
ways (SGR) passenger revenues
in March tanked by 47 per cent
after the government began to
Implement stringent measures
aimed curbing the spread of Cov-
kd-19.

Latest data from the Kenya
National Bureat of Statistics
shows that ncome from passen-
gers that travelled on the new
raflway in March dipped by to
5hi2,) million as movement of
people around the country was
restricted.

InMarch last year, Kenya Rail-
ways Corpomathon earned ShiTaT
million from passengers that

he SGR between Nalrobi
and Mombasa, as well & from
Mairohi o Suswa,

Passenger numbers also
dropped during this period with
B5,108 people using the service in
March compared to 121,237 in the
same month last year,

“If you have savings with Bingwa, you
qualify for loans to start or boost your
business.” She also noted that more
funcis will be requined for reconstruction
after the pandemic and other calamities
that have hit the nation such &5 massive
fiooding and the lecust invasion, and
lender s have a role to play in that,

[Correspondent]

Digital lending is a friend of
our economy, let’s clasp it

tis said the wearer of the shoe knows

whers it pinches most, The saying canmot

be proven any truer as Kenyans and the
Government battle the Covid-19 pandemic.

And as Kenyens adjust to the measures
Instituted to combat the vins, and the nega-
tive economic impeact, they have also sought
soclal and economibe support in the face of the
harsh economic times brought about by limit-
ad working hours and travel, at best, and fur-
loughs, wage cuts and redundancies, at worst,

‘While the Government has proactively insti-
tuted a broad range of measures, it is impor-
tant tohighlight o few recent developments.

One is the decision to revoke the right of
digital lenders to report to the Credit Refer-
ence Bureaus (CRBs), and the subsequent
offering of what may become a constructive
path forward in collaboration with the Central
Bark of Kenya (CBK), to énsure all Kenyans
have access to fair and needed digital lending
SETYICES.

Indesd, Kemya is bome to millions of under-
banked individuals who face credit deserts and
are poorly served by traditional financial inst-
tutions

Building on mobile, machine kearning and
automated technologhes, o number of digital
lenders have stepped in to solve this critical
public policy, social, and economic challenge
by helping those who lack traditional creden-
tials to actess cal

According tothe FSDK 2018 report, digital
credit serves over 35 per cent of ndults who
owna mobile phonewhich translates to over
10 million people, while the MicroSave can-
sulting 2019 report indicates that 16 million
dhiggital loans have been issued between 2016
and 20018, Without access, these Kenyans will
miss out on opportunities o start or grow a
small business, manage their family finances
with confidence, or cover emengency expenses
with peace of mind.

While there are valid concerns with aspects
of the digital lending industry and some of its
actors, the answer should not be tocut off
acoess to credit when people need it most.

Rather, as recently suggested by CBE Gover-
nor Patrick Njoroge, wemust constructively
pursue forward-leaning regudatory frame-
works that mitigate the harms and maodmise
benefits of digital lending,

This is what Kenyans want, the members of
the Digital Lenders Association of Kenya
{DLAKY are keen topursue, and the economy

requines,
In December 2019, DLAK, through the inde-
pendent firm, GeoPoll, conducted a survey of

1,000 Kenyans whio had taken a digital loan in
the past six months for either personal or busi-
NEss Use.

Nearly all respondents viewed having more
eredit options as a good thing, and the magori-
ty reported satisfaction with their digital lend-
Ing experience.

Other responses stand out in highlightin
the importance of digital lending lnpromodrm
financial inclusion and economic growth.

Nearly half of sampled mspondents men-
tioned that they would not have ather credic
opthons if not for the mobile loan; 84 per cent
of small business borrowers stated that the
loan enabled af least some growth in their
Imsmssmﬂ&ﬂpa’mﬂwmhmnsda’mk-
g another loan from a digital lender,

ile access to responsible credit is critical
for the Kenyan economy, we récosmise the
Importance of scumd regulation,

For esamiple, we cormmaend the CBE for
may of the actions it took after the collapse of
several high-profile financial instititions three
years agowhen it became clear that reformof
the formal hanking sector wis necessary.

This did not mean shutting down the bank-
ing sector, but rather working thoughtfully to
purse needed reforms.

The same approach is needed now for the
digital lending industry. Regulatory measures
that restrict fmandal access and impede inno-
wation will ondy harm Eenyans and the broader
Kemyan economy.

DLAK is ready to work collaboratively with
policymakers topromote a regulatory frame-
work that ensures transparency, fairness in
collections and operational practices, and
proper oversight.

In fact, wie are rolling up our sleevesand
working on concrete regulatory proposals that
can help the industry advanoe its mission of
sering Kemyans.

The decision to revoke the right of digital
lenders to report 0 CREs is an eample of why
collaboration is urgently needed.

Absent aclenr path forward, revoking the
right to report defaulters to the CRE may drive
unintended consequences, and further alien-
ate and economically disenfranchise the very
cohort of people it was intended to assist,

For starters, many Kenyans are not yet lisz-
ed with the CRBs, which means that for the
millions of Kemyans who dutifully borrowand
pay back their loans as agreed with varbous
financial instituthons there is no opportunity
o create and build positive credit profiles,
These are the silent majority,

What is more, reparting to the credit
hureaus discourages over indebtedness. With-
out sach reporting, policymakers may inad-
vertently facilitate loan stacking and decrease
credit market trmsparency.

A constructive tory path forward
wionld be toenooerage, and i possible, reguine,
both negative and positive listings on CRE.

Inthis way, not onby will customers be worlk-
ing towards avoiding over-indebtedness and a
negative listing, but also feel encouraged to
improwve their credit-wort hiness through posi-
tive listings,

-Robert Masinde & the CEG DIAK
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Boost for businesses across sectors as curfew hours eased

Kenya Natlonal Chamber of Commeroe
Fric hard Mgatia. [ W et

Chewitri, Standad]

Busmesses that had beenhard hit by a
nationwide curfew meant to ourb the
spread of the Covid-19 can now operate
longer after President Uhuru Kenyatta
eased curfew hours vesterday,

The head of State while briefing Ken
yans at State House said businesses will
now operate from 4am to Spm for the
ikt 30 days compared to the previous
ten hours - from Sam to Tpm

“Tio acoord all Kenyans the opportu
mity toenjoya fall day’s work, the nation
wide dusk-to-dawm ourfew currently in
fioroe be and is extended for a further 30
dnys,” said the Head of State

“However, the commenoemsnt tima
for the same s varied from Tpm to Spm
with the end time for the same being var
bl fivom Sarm to dam. Therefore, effective
June 7 2020, the nation wide dusk-fo-
dawn curfiew will run from $pm to dam.”

Kemyn National Chamber of Commierce
President Richard Ngatia welcomed the
decision, saying it breathed life into
stall businesses that were on the verge
of folding.

“The directive will see Micro, Small
amd Medium Enterprises the majorityof
which had closed down resume opera
tions. This means the economy will be
resuscitated and our people eamn aliveli-
hond,” he said.

Matatu

The additional hours will see small
traders including mama mbogas and
shopkeepers sell longer. The directive
will also give the matatu industry a
bireather, s the operators too will be ahle
o hvie two mone hours to work.

Matatu Owners Association Chairman
Simon Kimutai while welcoming the

opening up of Eastleigh, noted that it
would only bring about a marginal
change. He said the President could hawe
done maore. "There will only be a small
increase in our revenues, Opening Nai-
robyi wondd have been more significant to
our industry,” said Kimutad.

However, the tourism industry
expressed disappointrent, noting that
despite the relaxed measures, the sector
is still staring at zero bookings.

Wi had expectied him to say let ws get
ready for reopening by this date. Instead,
he sakd we walt another 30 days to see
whisther there will be improvements but
over that period, the numbsers will be
sotng up n 30 days, " sabd Kenya Associa-
tion of Hotelkeepers and Caterers Chiaf
Executive Mike Macharia

“Whatever he has sald does not work
for the tourism industry. We are not ask

ing for & reopenings we are asking for a
muore predictable schedule.”

He said many hoteliers are nunning out
of options to keep employees, “He has
told evervone else 1o go back o work
eprept for tourism We camnot go beadk to
work without clients who are locked in
Mairobi and Mombasa as well as the
reghon and overseas,” sabd Macharia,

However, bar operators are set to oon-
tinue suffering after the president
extended their dosure for a further 30
days. “The banon all formsof gatherings,
including but not limited to pelitical
gatherings, social gatherings, mcluding
barsbe and is hereby extended fora fur
ther 30 days " said President Kenyatta.

Companies that had sef working hours
from Bam to 3pm will also berefit from
the epsed ourfew hours, [Wainaina Wam-
Ibuand Macharia Kamau]

m Treasury has projected an economic growth of 2.5pc

MPs now poke holes

inSh2.7tr budget

With the economy
already experiencing
sluggishness due to
Covid-19, Parliament
argues that Treasury's
allocations are
imprudent

By Fraunk line Sunday

Euncay Bitancromadacoke

MPs hove attacked Treasury
Cablinet Secretary Ulur Yatani
for preparing a budget withowt
taking mto acoount the sconom
iz realities of the doy.

According to Parliament's
Budget and Appropriations
Committes (BAC), Treasury has
nored the economie impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic while
allocating scarce financial
mesources arross the public sec
o

Parliament wants Yatani to
review the growth figures pre-
sented to reflect the impact that
the pandemic has visited upon
the ecomomy,

It wants Treasury toseek new
mgreements with demestic and
external lenders on how to go
about settling Kenyva's Shis tril
Hompublic debt.

In & report released last week,
the budget committee ques-
tioned Yoatani's decision to allo-
cate billions of shillings to the
projects under the Big Four
Agenda, even as the country
economy is reeling from the
effects of thevirus.

“There is imited information
to support how the total invest -
ment nationally will rse from
15.7 per cent of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in the revised
estimate for 20019-20 to 216 per
cent of GBP in 2020-21," reads

the BAC report

“That is when both revenue
and expenditure for the same
perind are estimated to decline
from 271 per cent to 24.2 per
cent and 156 per cent and 166
per cent, respectively.”

With the depressed sconomic
activity in the private sector
expected to persist,. MPs say
Yatanis 2.5 per cent growth pro-
jection for 2020 and 5.8 per cent
for 2021 is very optimistic.

“The committes is further
concerned that this growth
premise has not adequately
incorporated the impact of the
heglth pandemic and is relying
on past investment decisions
particularty the Big Four Agenda
investments to pell the country
through the ongoing crisis,” the

“There is limited
information to
support how the
total investment
nationally will rise
from 15.7 per cent of
GDP in the revised
estimate for 2019-20
to 21.6 per cent of
GDP in 2020-21."

report avermed.

In the 2020-21 budget
redeased lnst week, Treasury has
altocated Shi2d billion for devel
opment expenditure under the
State department of Infrastruc-
ture, including $has billion for
construction of a rail transport
network, Shi4 billion for marine
transport and another Shis bil-

liom fior honsing.

“Investments under the Big
Four Agenda projects are not
substantive encugh to offset the
expected rapid fall in private sec-
tar imeestment and may there-
fore not be a strong driver of
BCONOMIC recovery in the com
ing financial year,” explained the
Budget Accounts Committes in
its report.

Crverthe past two maorths, vir
tually all sectors of Kerya's econ
omy have suffered as stay at
horme arders, curfews and phys-
jeal distancing measures were
enforced to help fight the spread
of Cowid-19.

Diata froam the Kenya National
Bureau of Statistics, KNBS [ndi-
cate traders lost more than Sh40
hiflion in cancelled import and
eport omders.

Players in the tourism sector
reported more than 90 per cent
drop in revenues and hundreds
of imperding layoffs.

Analysts have further warned
that with delays in producing a
vaccine, the restriction miss-
ures being mooted will exaeer-
hate the current global reces
sinn.

“"Based on review of interna
tional experiences with the
ongoing Covid-19 and past eco-
nOmic recessions, & strong, well
funded and multi-sectoral eco-
romiic programme greathy helps
sipport economic recovery by
stimulating consumer demand,
sustaining business activity and
aiding the retemtion of jobs,” the
BAC report assarts.

At the same time, MPs have
askedd Treasury to seek renego-
tiation of Kenya's external debt
ohligations in light of the eco-
nomicstagnat ion brought by the
Covid-19 pandernie,

Treasury Cabinet Sacretary Ukur Yattani. MPs have challenged allocations contained inhis budget. [Fdeard
RipimoStandand]

Kenya's public debt has risen
eponentially inthe past decade
ard currently stands at Shé tril-
lipn, representing more than 60

shi2ub

g the terms and conditions of
existing loans, with a view of
striking adeal for a moratorium,
mcluding having a grace perind
of interest and principle pay-
ments,” the repart noted.
According to budget doou-
mets fior the 2020-21 Financial

B Money aBocated for development Year, Treasury has set aside
expenditure in the 2020-21 financial SH00 billion to the repayment

shuob

shisb

B Money the government has set
aside for housing in the 2020-11
fimancial year.

per cant of GOF

In the 2019-20 financial year,
Kenyan taxpayers footed Sh30l
billion and Shi31 billion in inter-
ot bilk on externad and domes-
tie delbt, respectively.

~Armid the ongolrg pandemic,
the committess urge Treasury to
start the process af renegotiat-

of debt obligations. This
aceounts for more than 90 per
cent of the Consolidated Fund
Services, which Parfiament says
costs taxpeers mone,

“The Committee has estab-
lished that the cost of debt-
financing acmally consumes
mare financial resources than
development expenditure for
which the debt is obtained
stated the BAC in part of s
Teport,

Parliament's questions on
Yatani's bucdget for the 2020-21
Financial Year come despite
Treasury's calls for austerity
across government spending
that came moaths before the
break of Covid-18,

*The government will initiate
expenditure control and policy

measures including budge
rationalisation on non-core
expenditures which include for
eign and domestic travel, hospi
tality, training, communication
supplies, printing and advertis
ing, purchase of furniture and
uzse of government vehices,’
said Yatani in September 2019
while kick-starting public par
ticipation hearirgs for the 2020
21 et

At the same time, Treasury
effected bidget cuts to Parlia
ment and the Judiciary and
blockind artempts by MPs to pu
a cap in statutary deduct ons.

“The National Treasury
appreciates the said policy reso
lution in future bedgets,” said
Yatani in the 2020/ 3021 Budget
document,

“Howoever, given that th
country is facing the challenge of
the coronavirus which is being
experienced across the globe
there & a slowdown in economi
growth leading tounder perfor-
mamce of reverize. Purther, there
ks need to provide resources i
counter the efects of the Cov
18~
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SGR steps up freight services amid Covid-19

Africa Star Raflway Operation
Company {Afristar), the operator
of the Standard Gaoge Railway
(SGR) has upped the ante in the
transportation of cargo and
maintenance of the rail. This is
even &5 Covid-19 continues to hit
key sectors in the ecanomy hard,
with transpart sector being one
af the worst-hit.

The virus also saw the Kenya
Railways Corpomation (KRCkand
Alristar suspend passenger ser-
vices in compliance with govern
ment direct ives,

Afristar has, however, made
waorkplace adjustments to proe
vide seambess ratlway services to
et the demard for cargo trans-
port in the country and the
region

Even with the high risk of

Pesapal
revamps
platform

Pesapal, a provider of hospital
ity payment solutions, has
upgraded its digital payment
platform.

The firmyesterday announced
that Reservoport, its Central Res
ervations System for all types of
hospitality, is from now on inte-
irated with Oracle’s Hospitality
Solutions,

Orade Corporation isan Amer
ican multinational computer
technol gy corporation that sells
database software technology,
cloud engineered systems and
enterprise software products.

Speaking on Friday in Nairobi,
Pesapal CEO Mark Mwongela
saic the mitegration has long been
overdue, Mwongela noted that
integration means hotels and nes-
tatrants will be able to automati
cally update their svailability,
pricing, and orders in real tima,
and across multiple channeds,

He said it is the first crucinl
step nto nshering the world into
the new ‘normal’, gheen that digi-
tal transactions seem to be the
onlywiy to pescue the hospitality
industry.

“This validated integration is
in line with our commitment to
e Reserveport to help our hos
pitadity customers o do more"
Mr Mwongela said, Our team has
dalivered an Omcle validated and
reliable interface for hotels and
restaurants scross Africa which
ans thay can use Orade Hospl
tality OPERA 55 to automate
their pricing and imentory distri
bution,” Mwongela said

“Rate changes and available
room inventory is updated seam
lessly. Reservations are deliverad
to the Property Management Sys
tern (FMS) in real time, which
Eives our customers immediate

pickup.” [Peter Thewri]

expasure of staff to Covid-19
transmission due to the nature of
their work, the firm has priori-
tised emplovees’ health. It has
sent some staff on paid leave and
retalned those in core railway
positions.This has increased
wirrkboad for stafl,

Social

As o measure to protect staff,
the company has provided
accommexdation &t work prem-
ises as well as quality meals. The
accommodation, in addition to
ensuring zero infections, has
resulted in aninterrupbed
2d-hour freight service despite
the mational curfiew.

Rolling stock maintenance

workshop Deputy Superinten
dent

Lawrence Murithl sald

the safety and reli
senger coaches and frefght wag

Afristar has continued to cooper-
atewith KRC tostrengthen trans
pertation of goods and allocate
cargo 1o rallway vehicles for
transporiation.

The firm bas also been wiorkimg
with KRC and Kenya Ports
Autheority 1o Improve tRnsper-
tion efficiency.

Employees who work in key
departments such as rolling stock
maintenance workshop had to
wiork as other stall went an leave,
partly to ease social distancing,
He said the workioad for the key
staff has not redueed, consider-
ing the daily opemtions of fretzht
trains

*The rolling stock malnte-
nance workshop aims &t ensuring
bility of pas-

ons. The passenger coaches and
freight wagons are inspected,
repaired and maintained on a
regudar basis, We also carry out
corrective maintenance of faulty
parts,” sadd Murithl

“We have played our mole in
ensring safity theough regular
malntenance and inspection on
freight wagons. The scheduled
wearly maintenance of passenior
traing i5 also ongoing.”

Murithi noted that while Cov-
id-19 pandemic has negatively
impacted on railhway operations,
it has also provided an opportu-
nity to enhence skills tramsfer.

As part of scheduled mainbe-
manoe after 300000 km, the team
is working on single-vehicle
brake system checks that entail
cleaning, performing tests, repair
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and replacements for the frefght
wagons. Murithi sabd maintain
ing SGR's rolling stock comes
with its challenges - including
increased workload for employ
eis om duty. The work schedule
also be unpredictable, espe-
cially where there are changes in
the train schedule.

He said Afristar has provided

m.ﬁmmn boss Jeff Bezos akone is worth Sh3.84 trilllon more than he was on March 18

US billionaires gained Sh60tr
in wealth during corona crisis

Total wealth for
billionaires now stands
at $3.5 trillion (Sh371
trillion), up 19 percent
from the low point near
the beginning of the
pandemic.

By CNN Busingss
omedaco e

The past three months have
been financially painful for
many Amerkcans — but not for
billionaires.

US billionaines have become
2565 billion (Sh58.96 trillion)
richer since March 18, accard-
ing 1o report published Thurs-
by by the Institute for Policy
Studies, a progressive think
tamnk,

Total wealth for billionaires
now stands at $3.5 trillion
(5h3T1 trillion), up 19 per cent
from the low point near the
beginning of the pandemic, the
report said. Amazon boss Jeff
Beros alone i worth $36.2 bil-
Fon (ShA.B4 trillion) more than
hewas on March 18

Since that day, nearly 43 mal
lion Americans have filed for
inftial unemployment benefits,
Lower-income workers, espe-
cially in travel and service-sec
tor jobs, have been hit partion
larty hard by the health crisis.

The riimbers pot aneoclma-
ton paint on the deep divide
between haves and have-nots
that is helping to fuel unrest
across the United States,
Wealth mecquality bs Hkely o get
even worse becmse of this ori-
SIS, EXPHETTS 5aY,

The seoeleration of wealth

mm&wm

for the richest Americans is
being driven by the remarkable
recovery of the stock market,
which has skyrocketed in large
part because of unproecedented
action from the Federal
Resarve,

*The stock market taking off
~ and decoupling from the real
BCONOmY is exacerbating
Inedquality,” said Kristina Hoop-
er, chief global market strate-
Kist ot Inveseo,

Big Tech is thriving

Despite the turmoil on the
streets of US cities anda record
41 million Americans fling for
unemployment benefits, the
Nasdadqis onthe cusp ol hitting
record highs — an astonishing
feat that underscores how

guickly Wall Street hos
rebounded.
The Fed's emergency

response, including stashing
Interest rates to zero and prom-
ising to buy unlimited amounts
of bonds, was designed to make
risky assets ke stocks look
more attractive. Investors have

——

Microsoft CEQ Steve Ballmer

3y

—

essentially been forced to gam
ble on equities -- and Fig Tech
in partioular s bemef
that.

Large tech companies aren't
just surviving during the pan-
demie —marny of themare thriv
ing. The crisks has made Ama-
zom, for instance, even more
essential than it already was.
Amazon shares have spiked 47
per cend from thetr mid-March
I,

Facebook alin swiftly recov
ered to record highs. The net
waorth of Mark Zuckerbery, the
eorrguany’s co-founder and CEO,
bl 33011 billkon sinee
March I8, the [PS report found.,

The repaort calculated bilion
atre wealth using data provided
bw the Forbes Global Hillion
aires List, a real-time assess-
ment of net worth, March 18 is
used #s the starting date
because that is the date tied 1o
the 2020 Forbes Global Billion-
aire survey. It also roughly
matches up with when US
states and the federal govern
ment began imposing health

Tesla boss Elon Musk

restrictions.

Other tech power players
herve also amassed morewealth
oveT the past three months, The
net worth of Tesla boss Elon
Musk, Google founders Sergey
Br il Larry Page and formoer
Microsoft (MSFT) CEQ Steve
Ballmer have all clirised by 513
hillion or more apiece since
March 18, the report found.

Mesmahile, the United States
has been gripped by mass
umemployment cased by social
distancing requiremeénts
tmposed to fight the pandemic.

Owned stocks

Ecomomists expect the jobs
report to show the United
States lost another 8 million
Jobs in May, lifting the pandem-
ic tally to 28.5 million - thres
times the number of jobs lost
durmyg the Great Recession. The
unemnployment rate & mxpected
to climb to neardy 20 per cent,
higher than it's been since the
Gresat Depression.

“Surging billionaire wealth
nxtaposed with the suffering

technical skifls trarsfer oppartu
nithes through daily training
practical operation and flexible
onlme training and emnmination
“Inthe daily maintenance pro-
ciss, we ane gaining professional
knowledge and skills fram our
Chinese teachers who performed
the same jobs in China,” said
Murithi, [Standard Reporter

Amazon founder, Jeff Bazos.

and plight of millions under-
mines the socinl solidarity
required for us to recover
together in the years ahead,”
Chuck Collins, co-author of the
IP1 report, said in a statem

Of eourse, millions of meerxge

Americans are also benefiting
from the V-shaped recovery in
the stock market.

The rebound has lifted the

value of investment portfolios,
pension funds and retirement
accounts. Even just bettmg ona
vanilla fund that tracks the S&P
SO0 would have given investors
a thidy réeturn of nearly 40 per
cent sincethe March 23 lows.

About 52 per cent of Emiles

owned stocks directly or indi
recily through retirement plans
Bk 40005, according to 206
stats from the Federnl Reserve.

Yot a surging stock mirket

helps the rich more than the
rest of the count
because the top 10 per cent of
households owmed 84 per cent
of all stocks in 2016, according
o NY U professor Edward Wol

Thit's
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l|li I IIII" We would still have been skeptical if the announcement came from the government.

What if Kenyans knew
Covid-19 was coming?

XN Iraki

at could we have done if we
knew coronavirus or a simi-
lar panchemic wizs coming?

Ome possible answer ks nothing, We
wiold have argued, let it come first,

Along debate on whether it's a hoax
would follow, Skepticism s one of our
currencies, We would still have been
skeptical if the announcement came
from the government.

It is the big ditference between the
developed and developing countries,
thie trust in government and our [refi-
tusthems, W spend more hours electing
the government, and talking politics
than in developed coumtries, yet dis
trust the same leaders we elect.

It's probably about the way thay
have behaved over dme. This distrust
s manifested by our reluctance to fol-
lowgovernment directives, even when
they are for our good.

One hopes that the Building Bridzes
Initiative (BRI} has focused on this dis-
trust of the governments which more
tham Inck of resources or money, stalls
i social-Eeonamic progress.

It also breeds corruption. You are
vkl b steal from an crmployer o
institufion you trast,

Wikl shift to blockehains because of
Covid-19 finally enforce this trust?

Enoigth digression. What if we
believed Covid-19was inevitalle,
‘What could we have done?

The fact that we rarely get natural
disasters such as earthouakes, -
canes or cold and dark winters leaves
s too relaced and slow to respond to

disasters ke pandemics, Some could
arge our desp fith in higher powers
mekes us relind. Add our traditions
that emphasize today more than
HOMEOTTON,

They even say tarmorrow will take
care of itself in some parts of this
oouniry. Needless to say, we have
learnt o be helphass.

Ifwe got comvinced Covid-19 was
ooming, wie could have done afew
things, which we can still do.

One, we could have planned our
buildings batter, with more space
amony them, and with open grounds,

We would have ensured every estate
has @ park where residents can take
walks or just sit and relat. Who said
Utrru Park can't be replicated else-
where. Who said we can't have anoth-
er Karura Forest elsewhers?

Think of men, women and children
m cronwded estates amid Covid-187 It's
ome of the beauties of developed coun-
tries where they ersure basics ane
available for even the most disadvim-
taged membirs of society.

There are parks neighbouring
American ghettos,

Jogging trails

In Kenyn, even the most advantaged
have na simple facilities like parks or
joping trails. Any park in the new
Runda? Loresho or Muthaiga?

IT we knew coronavins was coming.
we could heee designied our schonds
better. They are now as crowded s
our estates. We seem to hate open
spaces everywhora

Our ultimate night mare now is
overcrowided schools through the 100
percent transition to high school
against coronavinus which catls for
social distancing, We could have
capped the size of schoals 1o make
them more manageable, Do we have
land hanks for new schoals?

With censis every ten years, it's
easy topredict the number of schools,
hospitaks and other factlithes needed.

We also need inbuilt medundancy in

caseof a disaster like a pancemic, The
spwace inchestry is famaous for sach
inbuilt redundancy - you can't go
repairing a Spacecraft in the orbit of
another planet. Even our leisurs would
hane been more plonned.

We love watching the English pre-
mier league and betting over it We
leve watching golf too.

Supposewe have developed our
sparts with more stadiums, golf cours-
es angd rmowie theatres? We would have
taken our hobivies more seriously if we
knew Covid-19 was coming.

The bedbef that watching TV and live
streaming are entertainment should
be expunged from our minds,

Thereis something human about
yelling inside a stadium or a movie
theatre, There is something human
about playing foothall, golf or any oth-
et game physically nof sitting on a
couch. Covid-19 seems tobe reinfore
g a false belief that we can doany-
thing online. Zoom or WebEx meeting
will never be ke Bve meetings

A face to face class will never be ke
an online class. Yoor laughter on the
sereen will never be like real one.

Think loudly, we canorder our shop-
ping lncludirg reacdy food online and
stay home. But shopping s not just
about buying, you get out of the house,
meet new peopleand relax.

With no parks or open spaces, shop-
ping has become a form of entertain-
ment in Kenvi We do not go 1o hotels
berause we can't eat at home. Really?
You can eat your food ina restaurant
in five minutes but you often sit there
fior an howr, time to meet with others
and rela, which is factored in the
price of tea ar your drink.

“We can't reverse time,
but Covid-19 has taught us
a simple lesson, we must
plan for the unexpected,
we must have inbuilt
flexibility...”
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With Covid-19in mind, we could
have changed our farming, to ensure
woe are self-suffickent In food, Most
countries do that by subsiding farmers

paying them o ensure they can cover
their costs. We could have ensured the
fiood wie grow can hoost our imrmiinkty.

Suppose we put as much effortin
growing fiood crops as we put ingrow:
ing fowers ar tea? We could have
changed our system of interconmect
edness, the b snd spoke, all roads
leading to Nairobi, We could have built
regional centres, maore like the formser
provincial headquarters.

Noted how the towns are the epi
centres of Covid-197 We should have
dispersed them earfier, Can we put
timits on the size of cities?

Bevord the borders, we could have
thought about trade, exchenge of
goods and services, and put some
focus om possible exchange of patho-
gens, Did the design of ships, planes
and girports ever plan for a Covid-19
soenario?

If we knew Covid-18 was coming, we
coilel v Beorme more serious in
our homes, offices, our caneers, oar
leadership, and other tasks.

Covid-19 will devastate societies
that have noworking systems made of
urgerious people, who prefer to pass
the buck and take no responsibilicy:

Didh wee take globalization too farat
the extent of rokolisation (localisa

tion 7 With trade imhalances and ott-
sourcing, we seerm (o have split the
workd into local and global citizens,
Could we have carried everyone
alorg? With Covid-19 in mind, we
could hinve been tenderer with our
planet. We could have polluted it less,
kept the rivers flowing and scceptad
that animals and plants have the same
rights to this planet as men.

MNoted how they are urscathed by
the pandemic?

Lt s b ecrrmvagnnt with ideas, If
we knew coromavins was coming, we
could have accelerated the search for
extra-terrestrial intelligence. Who
kmows they could be there with a cure
or vaccine for Covid-18, Maybe they
seprded the earth with the vinus!

We can't reverse time, but Covid-19
has taught us a simple lesson, we must
plan for the unegpected, we must have
nbuilt Aexibility. We may not be
prophets but with our data, creativity
and wisdom, we can plan for worst-
CSG Soenariog.

Corvid -19 will force us toquestion
ur assumptions, our plans more
deeply. Despite its devastation, its a
wiikeup call to humanity, even ques-
tioning our centrality in Earth's eco-
gystem. What lesson have you learmt
from Covid- 197 Share with us, please

-The Writer (Ran assocTEe profssor
ot the Unfversity of Nairobi

Globalerdsis |
Why partnerships in technology are key in fighting pandemic

Amrote Abdella

el
The current global coranavins
crigis has highlighted the need
forefficiency minformation man-
agement.
It has brought to the fore the
neird for accuracy indatagather-
Ing for faster medical response.

While leoking at the role of
technology during this period,
partnerships have stood out in
driving meaningiud change

Microsoft has for example,
through its 4Afrika Initistive
formed partmerships with health
care facilities - providing them
with technical support and basi-
ness consultancy to help them
achieve their goals,

Each of these facilities has had
a sphere of mfluence, with firms
using thelr existing platforms
and programmes to pivot and
adapt existing technologies to
address the pandemic,

Artificial intelligence (AT} and
machine learntng in healtheare

have also helped boost response
times and preparedness. Using
big data analytics to deliver real
time insights inta healtheire
means improved performance
andbetter decision-making This
means using A1 osave lives.

For exarmple, Microsoft 44 friks
partnership with BroadReach, a
healthcare software vendor has
enhanced data-driven solutions
tomanage and deliver health proe
grammies munderserved regions,

Quick responses

Together, they created Van
tage, adoud platform - delivering
analytics that help development,
health and human services

organisations identify risks and
oppartunities. During Covid-19
crisis, BroadReach hes been using
its eloud services to gather data
from health warkers in the field
and instantly upload it into Van
tage - guiding lesders to manage
the impact of the pandemic.

In healtheam, quick responses
save lives. BroadReach has pro-
duced a facility readiness survey
that allows the State to redirect
resoirces o priontised hospitals
and factlities. Predictive analysis
can be used to halp forecast and
track outhreak hotspots,

This demonstrates how part-
nerships in technobosy can deliv
er in stuations that require high

vohimes of data for use in predic-
tion and proventative measures

A pact with Raphta, a ploneer
i Ecge Al and computer vision in
Africa, has produced software
and hardware solutions that
allow contactless biometries for
use to arcess control to facilities
arnong others

Raphta Is now offering its
Shuri Face Contactless Biomet
rics solution to hospitals, dinics
and buildings for thermal scréen-
ing and containment, limiting
contact and virus spread.

Using their Al facial recogni-
tion software and hardware tech-
nology, they have added thermal
imaging technology.

The firm &5 now running pelot
profects at Netcare Gardens Hios-
pitnd in South Africa mnd Kemnyatta
Mational Hospita, Nairob

Telemedicine is also enabling
safer diagnosis. limiting umneces
sary contact between patients
and healtheare providers.

In Pakistan, Sehat Kahani, an
e-health start-up supparted by
AAfrika provides patients with
access to qualified doctors and
records, The challenge in Africa ks
working with partners fo hridge
the gap in healtheare,

- The writer s the regional
Director of Microsoft's 4Afrka
Tnitiat e



SUNDAY, IUNE 7, 2020 The Standard

Monrowia. | Dena has

ATHLETICS: MEET CHEBET, KENY

Terrorism

Al-Qaeda
chief shot
dead, says
France

e

France says it has killed the
teader of al-0asda in north Afri
ca, Ahdelmalek Droukdel (abovel,
in an operation in Mali.

Defence Minister Florence
Parly said Droukdel along with
members of his inner circle were
killed im the north of the country.

French forces had also cap
rured o serior 1slamic Stte group
commander in Mali in an opera-
tiom in May, she sakd.

The *daring operations” had
denlt "severs blows to the termor
ist groups”, she said,

“Chur forces, in co-operation
with their partners in the Sahel,
willl continue to bunt them relent-
bessly,™ she said.

Az head of Al-Gaeda in the
1skamic Maghreb (AN, Drouk:
el was in charge of all affiliates
in morth Africa and also com-
manted ol -Oeeda’s Sahel affiliate,
Jamaat Nosrat al-1siam wal Mus-
kirain € INTM,

The captured Islamic State
group commander, Mohamed
Mrabat, was a veteran fikadist
and hund asenior role n the Islom-
bc State in the Greater Sahara
(ISGS) group, Ms Parly said. He
weis cartgehit on My 19, she said.

On May 7, 15 revealed its mili
tants had been ergaged in feroe
clashes withal Qaeda in Mak and
Burkina Fasa. It accused JNIM of
attacking its positions, blocking
fuel supplies amd detaining [5
SUPPOrters.

1565 has quickly established a
foothold in the Sahel countries
after announcing a presence in
March last year

Aged in his late 40s, Droukdel
fought against Soviet troops in
Afghanistan, and was thought to
regarnd the former leader of al
Qaeds inlmag, AbuMusab al-Zar
i, as his insplration. [BBC]
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' On Twitter:

@realDonaldTrump
Rigt gear or military con-

trol s not necessary
because ANTIFA & other
‘Wacko groups of Anar-
chists aren't present to
cause trouble,

Pandemic. Trump says US economy is recovering from crises

Brazil threatens to quit WHO
indispute over Covid-19 drug

President Bolsonaro is
unhappy after UN
agency suspended
clinical trials of the drug
over its safety and
effectiveness.

By AFP

R o Janein

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro (below) his threatened
to pull out of the WHO over
“ibeclogical bias,” &s his coun
terpart Donald Trump sabd the
US economy was recovering
from the coronavinus as Eumpe
slivwly reopens its borders,

From Africa to Europe to
Asia, governments are focused
on reviving economies ravaged
by woeeks of restrictions to con-
tain the virus that has killed
aimost 400,000 people world
wite sinee i emerged in China
lit Lt year,

Eurcpean countries that are
among the hardest hit are
stealdily reopening with the
infection rates slowing even as
Latin Armerica is bat tered by the
vinus, especially Brazil which
nonw Fas the world's third-high-
st number of virus deaths,

Fueling the debate raging
around the pandemic, its ori-
gins and the best way to

respond, Bolsonaro criticised
thee WHO for suspending elini-
cal trials of the drug hydroxy-
chloroquine for Covid-19 - a
decision it reversed this week
- and threatened to follow in
Trump's footteps by quitting.

“T'm telling you right now,
the United States left the WHO,
amd we're studying that, in the
fugure. Either the WHO works
without idealogical bias, or we
loarve, oo, the far-right leader
told jourmalists,

Dubbed the “Tropical
Trump,” Bolsonaro has fol-
lowesd the US president in his
handling of the pandemic,
downplaying its severity,
attacking stay-at-home meas
ures and touting the purported
effects olhydroxyellomgqane
malnst Covid-19

The WHD had suspended
trials of hydrorychloroguine
after major studies radsed con-
cerngabout its safety ond effec-
tiveness — irking Trump, who
even took the drug himself as a
preventive measure.

Most authors of studies that
appeared in The Lancet and
Mew England Journal of Medi-
cine retracted their work, say-
ing; they could no longer vouch
for their data becouse the
firm that supplied it

Tripell, Libya strongman

Haftar backs ceasefire

B Forces loyal to Libya's UN-recog

rised govermmen said they

bunched an offensive vestenday for

shain dictator Moamer Kadhafi's

hometown Sirte. as nvd strongman

Khalifa Haftar (right) backed a
ceasefire. Government of National
Accord forces have epulsed 3

.

efused to be i .
refused o be -

audited. & new study fram
Oeford Undversity said hydros-
yehioroquine showed “no ben
eficial effect™ in treating Cow-
id-18,

WHO also changed itz advice
om face masks, soying that “in
light of evobving evidence” they
should be worn in places where
the virus is widespread and
physical distancing is difficult.

It has killed almost 396,000
people and infected 6.7 million
globally, the world's worst

We-month olfersie against Tnpok I
by mastern- based Haftar and are
posed to drive on eastwars taking
advantage of ncreased military
support from Turkey, “The air force
has carried out five strikes in the
outskirts of Sirta® - the kst magor
town before the Tradtional
boundary between Libya's westerm
Tripofitania and eastern Cyrenalca
regions — GRA spokesman
Mobamad Gnounou said. Crmders
have been given to our forces to
begin thair advance and to
mystematically attack all rebel
pasitions” he said Haftar's forces
have put a braee face on their
precipitate fallback naying It wasa
response fo international pressure
for alasting crasafire. [AFP]

health crisis inover a century

The pandemic foreed half of
humanity into some form of
lockdown and risked tipping
ecomamies into the deepest
recession since the Great
Depression of the 90,

OPEC and its allies were
expected to meet viavideocon-
ference later yesterday to
assies thedr deal 1o slash pro-
ductionazoll prices tentatively
recover on easing lockdowns
around the world.

In the US - the hardest-hit
country, with 108000 dead and
neardy 1.9 million infections -
Trump also said the economy

was bouncing back.

“We had the greatest

econoimy in the history of
the workd, And that
sirength let us get
through this horrible
pandemic, largely
through, [ think we're
doing really well.” he told
reporteTs.

Trump, who 1s facing
re-alection in Novem-
ber, reiterated his
calls

to further ease stay-at-home
measures, after surprisingly
upbeat employment mimbers
showed the country gained 2.5
erilllion jobs in May.

I sign of the slow returnto
normal in US, Universal Ordan-
do became the first of the giant
theme parks in sunny Florida to
reopen — abeit with tempera-
ture controls at the entrance
and mandsory face masks.

The South Pacific island of
French Palynesia also said it
will reopen to intemational
travel next month to try to sal-
vage its vital towrism industry,

“Weare no longer ina health
emergency, but we are facing an
economic and social emengen-
ov,” said Tourksm and Ermploy-
mert Minkster Nicole Bouteau.

In Europe, badly-hit coun
tries dowly contimed on a path
toward a post-pandemic nor-
mal, also seeking to revive key
tourist sectors in time for the
SUMMMET SEAS00.

The EU said it could reapen
borders to travelers from out-
shde the region in early July,
after some oot Ties reopeTed
to Furopesn visitors. A major
Spanish tourism draw, Madrid's
Prado museum, reopened to a
handful of visitors vesterday,
puting rogetherover 200 mas-
terpieces in anew exhibition,

Johannesburg. Police
brutality condemned

| SouthAfrica’s Presidant Cyril
Ramaphasa has said he “deeply
regretted” the unjustified use of
fonoa by security forcas enfoncing
Rockdown rules during ant-racem
ralies, drawing parafiels (o the
kibing of George Floyd in the LIS
last week, Dorens of people
showed up at a small handful of
anti-racism pratests called
acioss South Africain solidanty
with Floyd, whose death has
sparked widespread protests
“Racism is a dehumanisation of
other.” Ramaphosa said "It is
true of the experience of black
and inchgenows communities of

many count ries acmss the workd
whiate racial profibeg by b
enforcement authorities... s
comman, he sald, “But | woukd
angue a similar process of
debumanisationis at work where
those in positions of power
viniate the rights of vulnerable
people” Ramaphosa refered to
the death of Johanneshurg
resident Collins Khosa and ten
othars "reportedly at the hands
of pur secudty forces® as an
exampla of “impustifiad”
violence. Khosa was alegeadly
beaten to death by security
forces in Apnl after they
reportedly caught him drinking
akohol - the sale of which was
barmed over lockdown, [AFP]
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Sharpton: Black
rights firebrand
still fighting for
justice, equality

an

Beverend Al Sh i”;!-ll‘ul {helow), wlm i
irmpassioned plea § B

for George Floy 3 A
E\'ﬂ.‘ﬂ'll‘.‘iﬂj.',h)?lj.‘ time black rights activist who
mgg the White House,

e sharply dressed, 65-year-old

century he has spent campaigning to right wrongs
against the US* African-American commurity,

But eritics have aocused Sharpton, who placed
?‘Illrlwll at the center of ¥f the most racially

1980 in his native New York,
racial prvocateur,
of the spotlight, he has mellowed over
o adopted a mare considered persona,
nmnp i thie tradernark tradouin of his early sctiv
15t clas with pin- -.rr||u-|:|l. s

The big hair has also gone, and Sharpton doesn't
cuite cut the same mposing figure physically ashe
used to, but his fire still burns brightly.

“America, this 1s the :
scoountability in the o
tobd the memaori
peolice officer kmelt on his néck for ning minutes.

“Wie wion't stop,” sald Sharpton, referring to the
protests comvul the US. “We'ne g 1o keep
going until we change the whiole system of justice.”

Born in Brookhyn, inOctober 1954, Sharpton gave
notice of his oratorical skills by preaching in a
church service when he was just four years old.

Pentecostal minister

Aged nine, he was ordained 8 Pentecostal minis-
ter. Martin Luther King was assassinated when ha
was 13 years old, Sharpton, while still in his teens,
was chasen by the Reverend Jesse Jackson as the

éew York youth director of ¢ al initiative
tckling poverty inblack neighborhoods.
5 Itfe underwent a radical shift in 1973 when he
met the soul singer James Brown backst: ta
concert, and he endad up spending the ne
WS on thee road @ part of Browmn's entoursge.

There, he met his future wife, Kathy Jordan, who
ws oné of Brown's backup singers.

Sharpton’s political activism came to the fore in
the earty 19805, when mcial tensions cimbed sharmp
Iy i Miew Yok Cty,

In 1G85, he made the national news leading pro
tests against Bernard Goetz, a white man who shot
fouir black teenagers trying to mug him on o subway
and was aoquitted for acting in self-defense,

The success of the demonstration pattern,
5 Sharpton went on to & i r
incidernits, including protests o
running down of a young black boy by
rabbi’s motoresde - an event that tri
clashes between black and Jewish communities,

Critics saw his tactics as divisive, oppartunistic
and inflammatory, pointing especl to the 1987
case of 15-year-old Tawsna Brawley, a biack girl who
claimedto been mped by six white men, same
of whom were police officers

Sharpton became Brawley's most vocal suppsort -
er and famously scoused an assistant district at

dental
Haskdic

'-l:j-' made up the inéhdent, and
Sharpton was compelled to pay

tior. But tothe furyof his de
tors, he is not known t
apologhzed, “For some, that ¢
defines my career and ks the
sole reason [ should not
be supported by any-
ore in the coun

:Jn Ameri
1" [AFP]
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Thousands across the
globe defy warnings on
Covid-19 to join anti-racial
discrimination protests.

By AP

T MOV
vuﬂurdm‘. part 11r a worldw
wave of solidarity that has als
sought to highlig ht racial discrime
imation ourside the L

Further protests were planned
over the weekend in Buropean cit-
ies, some defying restrictions
sl by authorities because of
the coronavines pandemie,

In Sydney, protesters won a last
minte appeal agains a Friday nil-
ing declarirg th 'y
e, The New South Wale t
of A ppe al gave the green light just
12 minutes her'ult- he rally was
scheduled to start, mean
taking part could not be ars

Up to 1,000 protesters had
already gathered in the Town Hall

who has & West African back:
ground and said he goes by only
ane namie, sakd in Sydney

uUs un

“Whether vou're mlking abo
the US or right here in Australia,
Ilavck lives matter,” she said, “Black

W Almost three decades on

=t. Aussies are using the moment to express anger over deaths of indigenous people in custody

Black Lives Matterralliesin
Australia, Asia and Europe

popadation, b 7 per cémit of the
i thon. They are also

antaged ethnic

pm{m.m«. g.lrhr.n:l fn: ra ﬂs--:und
straight day to denounce Floyd's
death. Wearing |1|‘1‘=L. 3
hirts, dozens
marched through a mmml
district amid a police escort, carry
ing signs such as “George Floyd
Rest in Peace™ and "Koreans for
Hlack Lives Matter.
“1 urge the US to stop violent
SUprE of prot; nit lis
ten to their voices,™ said Jihoon
Shim, one of the rally's organisers.

z *1also urge the South Korean gow-
th Australians ernment to show its suppart for
jﬂil'I'Ed p:ntests the fight agrinst racism,”

In Tokyo, dozens of people gath
:mu::.:;rm ered in a peaceful protest.
are using the moment to vent “Even if we are far rt, W
fury about indigenous deaths learn of everything
Incustody. social med Taic

of the organisers, t

ter every div
Indigenous Austr

two per cent of the country's adall

amaon wiitoram Sydney ahend of from a major ingquiry into this gathered outside To

the decision A rally organtzer leads a march issue, there is no easily train station. He stressed that
loyd, a black man, died In from King George Square to South accessible recard on how Japaness are joining ot hers raking
Jeuffs on May 25 whilea Min-  Brishaneata Black Lives Matter many indigenous Australians their voices against what he called

neapolis police officer pressed s protest in dustralia yesterday. [10] have died in custody.

knee on his neck even after he W But in 1987, the Commit-

pleaded for air and stopped moy Bob Jo aid it was worth too to Defond Black Rights

ing. His death has struck o chord  the risk torally 1 i despite found that ene indigenaus O and

with minorities protesting dis- the state®s chief bealth officer say- person was dying in custody c unrest, The police

crimination elsewhere, including  ing the event could belp spread the every T days. |t spurred a se noted that social distaneing

deaths of indigenous Australians  coronavirus. “If a sockety is not royal commission, comgl ated | ons ban gatherings of

. Ak i e 4 in 1991, which investigated eSS Lot

in custody. waorth preserving, then what are Sk tioncd more than 10 people,

In Sydne one eialy  you doing? You're perpetus Abo: i Preparing for the eventuality

seuffle when the police rervoved & nonsense,” Jones said. ety of S0 AR AL that protesters would ignore the
n|_1||whn.‘.}f&p-*;l_re-d|nl_'3-|-.1.\1|||_|t:~| In Brishane, rh:- i 1 The inquiry made over ban, Fremch palice sealed off roads
protester carrying a sign reading, state capital, organisers e 300 recommandations, but around the US Embassy.
“White Lives, Black Lives, All Lives 30,000 people gathered, forcing mast were nat im pemented. The UK government urged pec
Matter” The rallyappedred order the police to shut do 1 1 Analysis by The Guardian e not to gather in la Enbers
Iy o the police handed cut masks.  strects. The protesters demanded found at least 432 indig- and the police have warned that
to protesters and other officials i b Auistrs ncligenauns flag enaLd Australians have died mass demonstrations could be
provided hand sanitisers. raised at the police station. incustody since the inquiry. wiul. [n Berlin,

“I we don't die from the (cor State environment minister Matter rally was
navirus) pandemic, then we will Laea Enoch encouraged yesterd
die from police brutality,” Sadique,  Queenslanders to speak out, lives mat ter today, Riack lves mat- said several store windows were

smiashed overnight and walls were
painted with slogans referring to
Flowd's death,

ians make

Biden berates Trump over Floyd remark

|, an umar |m\e] 'I'||"|¢|\.
v In Minneapaolk
i lmh:mj. dirern” and “saying ‘this | s a great day™,
Hiden, who has now formally clinched the Dem
v, sald the |'s-*mrk

Trump qpnlw\ while celebrating a surprise U5
jobs rebsound. In his speech, the president called
for“equal justics under the law”

up, who spoke a8 White House vesterday,
1| J-,H.[jl;l_'l.lnl,h_'l I} I TSt 1 it
every American receives equal treatment inevery
encounter with law enforcement regardiess of
race, colour, genderor creed,

“They have to receive fair treatment from Ew
enforcement. “We all saw what happened last
week, We can't let that happen.”

“Hopefully George is Iooking down and saying
this is a great thing that's happening for US. A
great day for him. It's a great day for everybody.”

The Republican added: “This s a great, gooat

* Critics hews 15 (TA55
il b posth

s

day interms of ecuality.
Iy mugmesting Floyd w
birating positive jobs fi

Trumg's defenders said the context of his com
menis make clear he was referring to his call for
equal treatment of all Americans by police,
during a «

Biclen hit back
Delaware, sayin
can’t hreathe, 1can't hreathe echoed all across this
naticm and quite frankdy around the world,
“Far him toput amy other words inthe mouth of
Gearge [ frankly think 1s despicable,” [BBC)

mpatgn in Dover,
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OLYMPICS: IT'S 2021 OR NEVER FOR TOKYO, CONFIRMS SENIOR O

—m He laments on Governments support on the discipline

Jordan
donates
Sh10b

Michae! Jordan said on Friday
hix s making a record 100 mil
lion donation to groups fghting
for racial equality and social jus-
tice amid a wmve of protests
across the United States.

The NEA legend sabd in astate-
ment his Jordan Brand would
distribute the money over 10
years to different organisations
in i hid to stamp out “ingrained
racism,”

The plédige B beeleved to be the
largest financial contribution to
non-profit groaps ever made by &
figure from the sports world.

“Te's 2020 ond our family now
includes amyone who aspires to
our way of life,” ajoint statement
from Jordan and his Jordan
Brand said.

“Yet as much as things have
changed the worst remains the
SEME,

“Black lives matter. Thisism't a
controversial statement. Until
the mgrained mcism that allows
ouir eountry’s institutions to fail
is completely eradicated, we will
rernain committed to protecting
and mproving the lives of Black
people,” the statement added.

“Today weareamouncng that
Michael Jordan and Jordan
Brand will be donating § 100 mil
lion over the next 10 years o
organisations dedicated to ensur
ing rocial equality, social justios
andd greater access (oedocation®

Jordan's donation comes after
aweek of unprecedented nation-
wide protests across the United
States following the death of an
unarmed binck man during an
arrest in Minneapolis. [AFP)

Athletes will soom enjoy training in
Eenya's major stadiums after the gov-
ernment announced the start of con
struction works which stalled three
WS g,

Jubilee government indts 2008 pledg-
&5 had annoumesd an ambétions H;ln b
bulld world-class stadiums including
Eipchoge Kelno in Uasin Gisha and
Kamariny in Elgeyo Marakwet but
stalled midway, forcing hundreds of
dding sportsmen and women to look
fior other training grouncds,

Yesterday, Sports Chief Administra
thve Secretary Hassan Noor Hissan who

s again

1S5t L
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Lack of talent worries Yego as
he aims for Olympics crown

Olympic silver medalist
decries short of budding
talents as he gears up

for Tokyo Olympic
Games.

By Xinhua

sports@stantandmediaco ke

Eermya's ympic javelin il
wermedalist Julies Yego is con-
cermied by the dearth in talent
in his discipline even as he pre
puriss to comipete at next year's
Tokoyo Garmes.

Yiego said the biggest chal-
lenge field event athletes face
in Africa is o lack of govern
ment support.

However, he believes that
with a string of promising
results at continental level,
younger comgeetitors should be
covniferrtatile taking up the -
lim and foeus on qualifying for
the Olympics or World Cham-
pionships,

Yego, who has recovered
from persistent groin and
ankle injuries over the last foar
woears, savs he will do every-
thing possible to win gold at
the Tokyo Games, which ha
says will be his final Olympics.

“In iy owm capacity, train
tng ot home under limited
resources, [ stll want o live
the dream. ['will doeverything
I can to become an Olympic
churmpion. Becoming an Olym
pic champion is my biggest

anaepncn

Becoming an 0Olympic champion is my biggest
dream, something that always inspires me.
However, deep down my mind, I pray thatl
will be able to get somebody to come along
who will follow in my footsteps.”

Julius Yego, Olympic siiver medalist

dream, something that abwsys
inspires me, However, deep
down my mind, 1 pray that |
will be able toget somebody to
come along who will follow in
iy footsteps," sad Yego.

The 31-year-old has already

wan three Africa titles. He had
focused on winning his first
Olympic title in Tokyo this
yaar, before the Games wers
pushed back to 2021 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Now as he immerses himself

k:

in training in his backyard,
Yeszo hopes (0 emerss sronger
and is relishing the challenge
agalret German opponents ind
believes the long recess will
hiedpy bl overeome anmy injury
doubts that may have ham-
pered his rise to the top.

“To me, [ take the Tokyo
Hympics in 2021 very seri-
ously, This will be the last
Games inwhich [ will be ableto
compete at the highest level.
Age i a major factor in this
spaort and [ will be 36 by the
time the next Olympics come

around,” Yego said,

With the string of injuries
that followed him since the
2006 Fio Games, Yego will have
to start fram seratch and seek
cpualification when the wind o
opens in Decermnbwr.

World Athletics has sus
pended the qualification peri-
o forall events from April 6to
November 30 this year, The
new qualification period is
from December | to May 31
next year,

1 know that Tmust first seek
to apealify. But last vear [ threw
A7 meters and | can easily do
that now. My best performance
is 9272 meters, which is also
an African record,” said the
former world champlon

“The sweet thing about jave-
lin throws is as long as the
shoulder makesa move it's just
a throw, this limited space
allows me to make stll thross
and being mnovative and crea
tive to enjoy my throws at
home," he said.

Yeggo also called on the Gov-
ernment to allow sports to
retumn to stadioms. “C0OVID-19
has confined me to my back-
yard, doing easy throws. But all
shall be well and I want the
Government to open the sty-
divm,” he added,

“For me, it°s abways been one
good competition followed by
another that wasn®t so good 1
wis aiming o change this” he
added.

The Standard

toaired the two facilities, said they will
e ready before the end of the year,

“We wereexperiencing a cash crunch
that foreed the bullding works to stall
bt now that has been sorted ot as the
fumncls will next week be given to the con
tractors who are ready to start the con
struction.

He =zaid the government has just
redeased hillions of shillings purposely
for fimishing the projects whose con
struction that had stalled.

“The contractor has mssured us that
Kipchoge Keino stadium will be com
plete within the next seven months, We

have sready signed an Mol and we
expect the construction tohe started as
sonn as the funds are made accessible to
the contractor™ he stated.

Hone their sidils

Kipchoge Keino Stacum, for instance,
wis expected to host the national trials
fior Tokyo Olympics which weme sched-
uled for June, but by January, it was
clear that the stadium would not be
ready tohost the event

Closure of the stadiums forupegrading
disrupted athletics training in the North
Region - the homeof o majority of Ken-

war's nummers and athletes tuwmed towalk-
ways and costly private stadiums to
hione the'r skills.

A spat check at Kipchoge Keino Sta-
dium indicated a laying of o tartan track
and terraces on one side had been com-
pleted before the site was abandoned
nearly three years agn with grass and
shrules covering a big part of the Held.

Work on the VIP pavilion situated
opposite the complete Termees was
abandoned at the foundation stage.

At Bamariny Stadium near [ten, there
is no tartan even after the track was
excanvated. [Fred Kibor]

CAS Hassan Noor (incap) at Kipchage
Stacum, [Pt Ochieng, Standard]
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m Shelongs for Diamond League title this season ]
Meet Kenya’s perennial
800 metres silver girl

Chebet keen onchanging the
pecking order in senior ranks

WI]IH)‘ Chebet, 1
reigning Africa
champion, has m
doubt ruled the
roost in SO0 metnes—
in global competi=
tions.,

And she basks in
five silvers -won in
Warld Youth and Worlkd
Juniors and other cham
pionships ~that earned her
the ‘silver girl' tag in ath-
letic circles

The Thika barracks
based sobdier longs to
break away from the
tradition and bag
roviare gpolel midials,

Chebet was
dropped from the Lon-
don Olympic Games team and
replaced with 2010 World Junior silver
medalist Cherono Koech, who both hap-
pens to come from Kericho, the area
kmiown for producing the best jundor ath-
letes in the country.

She attended Kipane Secondary School
in Kerfcho. But she has battled horway for
leng. In 2009, when former Olympic
champion and 2008 Golden League win-
ner Pemeln Jelimo was struggling to
retur to form, Chebet was aschoal gird
wititing in the wings.

T 23-year-odd athlete, who comes
from Roret in Kericho, did better than
her silver tag as she won the Africa
Senior Athletics Championships in
Migeria m 2018,

She trained under junior coach
Japheet Kermed while a student at Kip-
tere Secondary School in Kericho.
She now trains under coach Bernard
Ouma at Rongal Athletics Club in
Mairobi, where she lives with her
lcher brother.

“My brotiher introduced to me to
coach Ouma and | started training
under him. Later, the coach and his
family hosted me for three years
at their home. 1 am so grateful of
their help,” she said.,

Chebet, o corporal at Kenys
Defence Foroes, sabd hard work and
self-discipline catapulted her to
ghobal fame.

At the camp, Chebet remnained as
the only female sthlete. She trains
with top athletes among them world
1,500m champion Timothy Chenaiyot,
2017 world 1,500m champlon Elijah
Manangod and younger brother George
the 2007 world under 18 1,500m chamipi-

an

Others are Africa champion Vincent
Keter ond Millicent Ndoro, the national
200mm champion,

Chebet, s mother of five-year-old Brena
Cherono, sald she and ber conch made the
best decision to transit [oom 800 1O
1.A500m.

“Stepping up to 1,500m was the best
decision we made. After 2006 Olympic
Games, we decided to improveon ]

e for 1,500m and | made my debut at
the 2017 London Waorld Championships
where [ made it to semb finsls. [ think the
best is yet to come out,

“Stepping up to 1500m wWas
the best decision we made.
After 2016 Olympic Games,
we decided to improve on
endurance for 1500m and I
made my debut in 2017."

‘Winny Chebet, Africa 1500m champkon

“Traming with best 1 500m nnners
has helped me. They encourage me
tov itk hurd], They waint the best out
of me," she said.

She is currently training with
Team Cheruivot ahead of their

clish with Norwegian brothers
on Thursday in a virtual race

dubbed Tmpossible Games'
= which is organised by the

s Oslo Bislett Games. Kenyan

stars in Cheruiyot, Manan-
aol, Fddwin Melll and Timo-
thy Sein will compete against
Norwegian brothers in Henrik,
Filip and Jakob Ingebrigtsen in s 2000m
race 1o be air live in a splkt screen.

“The ‘Impossible Games' is good inno-
wation Covid-19 rendered sportsmen and
wuomen idle after all the sporting events
were canoelled due to the virus owtspread,

"Tsaw this as an opportunity for me to
ke im formn iy training with the tearm, It's
helping me get the mileage and enduranoe
ohead of the possible rescheduled Dia-
mnd League calendar now that Olympics
Games been pushed to next year,” she
said.

Chebet targets at 4 seoond stab at the
Dlympic Games having debuted in 2018 in
Rio De Janeiro where she bowed out in
semi finals in 800m. At the 2019 Doha
Warld Championships she finished sev-
enth in | 500m finals.

chebet’s achievements

B 2005 world youth, Marrakech silver, B00m

B 2006 world jundor, Beljing sil ver, 80 0m

B 2008, world junior, Bydgosrez, 800m 5th place

B 2009 Africa Junior champlons, Bambous, B00m Gold
B 2015 African Gares, Brarzavilke, 800m bronze

B 206 Mlympics, Rio, 300 semis

B 2017 World Championships, Londen 1500m semis

0 2018 Africa Championships, Asaba, 1500m, gokd

B 2018 Intercontinental Cup, Ostrava, 1500m gold

B 201% world champlonships, Doha, 1500m Tth

sports 37

Footballers need to be
encouraged to keep off

Kenyan Poverty League

Teotlwr day,1
CAIME ACTOSS
this sad story

that the management
of the Kenyan “Pover-
oy’ League (KPL) was
panning to restart
on-the-pitch football-
Ing activities. It was
sad beeavse, just like
many of you, [was
hoping that the pov
erty-worshipping
footballing body had
diead,

Just a few days
hefora that, there was
another story that
your fmvourite big-

gest club in terms of
fan base, was turning to fans to rise funds for payig the players
who have been subjected tosuffering and can hardly provide shelter
for their families or even feed and clothe them.

And on Fricay, there was this mini-event where o certain polich-
clan was donating money 1o vour second bigeest club, in trerms of
fom base of course.,

The palitician also promised to support the club, amd the players,
financially, going forward, He sounded optimistic and said the club
should be supported in all ways because it means a lot to Keryans,

In Kenya, footbal chubs mean a lot. They give fans 3 sense of
helonging, and officials a chanee to fitten their wallets, For football-
ers, the main players in all aspects, clulbs are just shrines where they
are twight how to worship poverty - and encoursged to pay obei-
sance o poverty and pralse poverty,

Foothall clubs in Kemyn are places where footballers see their
dreams turn into nightmares on the cold, hard floors of alrport
loumges or on muddy, water dogged foothall pitches.

These are places where footballing tadent ks killed and foot ballers
are tasght how to became good beggars who can ery, pour thelr
‘hearts out and articulate their miseries on rational and intermation-
al TV as they plead for financial assistance.

(On the plan to restart on-the-pitch foothalling activities, thereisa
certain small club - some would call them strugglers, but the term
should apply to all Kenyan foothall chubs - which is not willing to
phay ball, Brerally,

They say that they had abudgetary aflocation for the season, and
since the nonsensical folks ar the federation had declared the season
over, they cannot commit their players to more games of the Kenyan
Powverty Linghe,

That they do not have funds is not news, All chebs in Kenya are vir-
tusally roke, and even players of a dub associated with oneof the
higgest brands inthe riion, if not the continent, stagger to make
ends meet or to score, more 50 in their home ground where the pitch
resembles an abandoned barley farm.

Thata clubthat got promoted to Kenya's so-called top-tier league
Just the ather day is not willing to play ball should worry the officials
of Kenyan Poverty Leagoe or the fedemtion whose boss abways
sounds annayed when talking about foothall.

For those who reasan that enslaving young foothallers is criminal,
it bs good news becanse that shows the dub’s administration has
realised that there ks nothing to gain from the Kenyan Poverty
League,

As a matter of fact, they should be encourged not to participate
In amy of the Poverty Olympics organised by even the national feder-
athon because officials of both bodies donot inspire growth and just
want to fatben thekr wallets,

Of course they are football stakeholders, someof whom are my
professional colleagues, wio will say that staying away from Ken-
ya's poverty fiest b= retrogressive, and will kill foothall in Kenva, but
honestly, can something die twice and if amything, what's there inft
for feothallers if not penury?

Thereis always an argument that ciub football should continue in
Kenya because that ks how players can be selected to the national
team and seouted then they can swim out of Kermya's pitches of pi-
perism to Burope and the Americas whore they will swim in money,

But with hungry and angry sharks ninning Kenya's footballing
matters, this is a big le used to enskve young peopde when they can
improve their skill set and earn an honest living in other areas,

Honestly, this is common sense, and ane does not have to under-
stand ericket in order to see that these yvoung footballers ame being
erslaved and must be encouraged not to participate in the poverty
festivals organised by either the Kenyan Poverty Leagoe or the
faked up federation unttl they have long-term contacts backed by
sound legal advice.

Clay Muganda s an Editor at The Standard

OUTSIDE EDGE
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serie A

Balotelliset
to bereleased
by Brescia

Mario Baotedlis ill-fated stint at home
towrn club Brescla appears to be coming o
amn end, withlocal medin repaorting yester-
day his contract will be terminated after
regeeated absences from trkning.

Aletter notifying Balotelli of his release
was sent to the Raly international by the
club's lawyers on Friday, according to Sky
Sport, Gazzertn deflo Sport and the AG]
NS R ICY.

Balotelli has reportedly missad a num-
ber of sessions since Serie A teams
refurned to training at the start of May.
Players initinlly worked out individually
before denrance was given for them to
rEsSImE tegm training.

The 28-year-old sald this week he had
been sick and would send the chub medical
certificates as proof,

Brescia coach Diego Lopez said he was
“disappointed = with the forward's attinede.

“Mari is training separntely because his
team-mates have dene work that he
hasn't,” Lopez told Corriere della
Sera. [AFP!

Brescia's Mario Balotelll [Srutes]

Nets Durant
ruled out for
rest of season

NEA superstar Kevin Durant, who has
not played since he tore his Achilles tendon
a year ago, said he would not make his
debut with the Brooklyn Nets when the
seazon resumnes late July in Orlando,

“My season is over, [ don't plan on play
ing at all,” in the 2000- 2020 season, Durant
said in an intervisw Fridoy with The Unde
feated.

“We decided last summer when it first
happened that 1was just going to weait until
the following season. [ had no plans of
playing af all this semson.”

The NBA suspended its season on March
11as the Covid-19 pandemic erupted, leay-
ing professionn sport in North America at
a standstill.

The league’s board of governors on
Thursday gave the green light to & plan to
restart the season at Disney World in
Crlando, Florida on July 31, without spec
tators.

The news was fodlowed by speculathon
oer whether Durant would &

Durant, who was the NEA Finals Most
Valuable Mayer for the Golden State War
riors in the 2007 and 2018 championship
runs, ruptured his right Achilles tendon in
last June. He then left California to join
Brocklyn. [AFP]

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell
admitted on Friday the leaguee had been
wrong to silence player protests as it
responided tocalls from agroup of play-
75 to issue an explicit condemnation
of racism.

In avideo message posted on secial
meechia, Goodell said the leagae would
now support peaceful protests from
players in future.

Goodell's message come asa wave of
protests against police brutality and
racism continued across the United
Srates following the death of unarmed
Tlsck man George Flovd in Minneapols
on May 25,

“1t has been a difficult time for our
country,” Goodel said. “In particular,
black people in our country”

“We, the Natlonal Foothall League,
condemn racism and the systematic
oppression of black people.

“We, the National Foothall League,
admit we were wrong for not listening
o NFL players earlier and encourage
all to speak out and peace fully protest.

“We, the NFL, believe Black Lives
Matter"”

The NFL had been criticized for a
statement released last Saturday which
failed to directly reference racism or
police brutality.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2020

On Thursday, a group of several
prominent NFL players including
Super Bowl-winning quarterback Pat -
rick Mahomes and Odell Beckham Jr
released @ video demanding that the
NFL condenn ractsm and support pro-
test.

“Hiowd rany times do we need (o ask
your to fisten to your plavers?" Kansas
City chiefs ace Tyrann Mathien asked
in the viden,

“What will it take?" Arizona’s DeAn
dre Hopkins added.

“For one of us o be murdered by
paotice brutality? Cleveland's Jarvis
Landry asked. [AFP]

Snth:hcoﬂusqmlltuh
Kaepernick (right] and New Orleans
Sairts quarterback Drew Bros. |47 Fe|

= et L S Sportsmen and women urged to embrace personal branding away fromaction

How Kenyan athletes
can turninto‘stars’

Though Kenyans have ruled
the world for decades, they
are yet to realise their full
potential on the business

aspect of sports.

By Elizabeth Mburugy

embungui@standamcimedacoie

Forbes recently released the list of
the world's highest paid athletes
with tennis stars Roger Federer
and Macmi Osaka leading in the
men and women categories.

The total eamnings were a
combination of money the
players made on the field of
play and endorsement deals

Liookéimg at the list that also
has tennks idol Serena Wil-
liwms, foothallers Christans Ron-
aldo, Lione] Messi and Neymar as
well a5 basketball stars LeBron
James, Stephen Curry, Kevin Dumnt
and golfer Tiger Woods it Is sasy o
assume that the feat is tob high for
Kenyan athletes toachieve

However, acoording to markefing
guru Peter Gacheru Kenyans only
undiing is failing to realize their full
potent ial because it not enough just
o win medals and break records for
one to quealify as a star,

“Sportsmen and wWomen must go
beyend the field if they are to sttain
the star statis. Kenyans have ruled
the warld over the years, sspecially
in athietics and boxing and brought
Elory to Kenya but how many can be
salel to be stars?™ he asked.

Speaking during the latest of the
NOC-Kwebinar, “From Champlons to
Stars" Gacheru asked athletes to gn
beyond thelr call on the held, if they
are to attract the corporate
industry. "Sports is more than just
performance, 11 now a business

The other panetists in the NOC-K
Webinar beld on Thursday evening
and moderated by Mike Okimyi,
included Collins Injera, who was one
time highest try scorer in the World

ughy series, currently ranked sec-
ondand 2014 Commaornvealth Games
S000m champion, Mercy Charomo,

KenyansGrace Momanyi {left) and Mercy Cherong in a past cross country
Rce. | lonsh Onyango, Standand]

Gacheru mplaingd that in sports,
one can make money fromtwofronts
thus; performance on the field and
secondly from sponsorships and
ondorsement. He explained that a
champion is the person who cmosses
the finish line first while & star goes
beryond the fiedd.

‘T.i.rnph put, & star has better con
nection with his or her fans and has
1ogr of mind recognition in the speaort, ™
he said.

He added that failure to connect

with the fans means one is forgotten
the moment they leave the podiom
and so for athbetes to remain rele-
vant after ritirement, it's important
for them to master the art of per-
somal branding

“Kenyan athletes are known to be
humible people, focused and very dis-
ciplined but their story ends there
and so for them to make the best out
of thedr tadents this must change,”

He =aid star status helps one to
make revenue bevond active years

and that the Covid-18 pandemic has
besen a wake-up call for athietes as
they have lost alot of opportunities
to make income. Cherono revealed
that she lost her Mike sponsorship
wheen she went on maternity leave,
“This proves that Nike was only
endorsing Mercy due to her perfor
mmee on the field whereas there are
players globally who are no longer
aetive and they are still belng
endorsed,” explained Gacheny
He enconraged sthletes tocapital
s on the power of technodogy and
credte a vibrant social media pres
ende.
“Clients want tosel thelrproducts
and, therefore, they will pay you if
you are providing value to them. Ath-
letes need tobe known first, we need
you on media interviews, press con-
ferences and fans also need to
know what is happening in your
life awary from action.

“We need media
training so

we can handle the
interviews properly
because sometimes
communication is

a major challenge
especially when one
can't express him or
herself well."

Maercy Cherono, 2014
Commonwealth 5,000m champlan

“You can engage with them per:
fectly without revealing so much
abaart your personal life. Ladies can
leverage on things like maternity
lemve to inspire others, such can ere-
ate interest especially if one decided
to meturn fo the spart after child birth
henee attracting firms that deal in
mother and hatwy products,” Gacher
said

Bughy star Injera said how he has
been able to make money off the
pitch. 1 have done a couple of social
media promotions and a couple of
activations that have earmed me
money,” he revealad.

“1 joined Tiktok to beat the bore-
dom during the Covid-18 pasdemic
I enjoy cooking and 50 | posted
miysedl cooking on social media and
eventually | started making a little
money fram "
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l Man United set to face Tottenham on June 19 as three full round of fixtures are confirmed
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Tottenham Hotspur's Harry Kane (right) in
action Arsenal’s Sokratis ina past
English Premier the at the Emirates Stadium.

Breustiers ]

Kane hopes
Spurs canbe
single-minded
in Euro chase

Harry Kane hopes Tottenham can benefit
Ir|.l|1.m‘u'-|n-' solely on the Premier League
1 'L1.1 tle for ace in next sesson’s
AR PESITIES,
top-Right i
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Jose Mourinho's Spurs hosting
h o1 club Manchester United two
later.
Tottien v have ¢ gamies oty and

foree thedr way into the Champions League
places.

Mourinho's men are seven points off the
top four, but fifth could be enough if Man
chister C ol against a two-season
European ban is reject ed.
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oo fuest o poving behind fifth .Jdr.l.'.l United.
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10C high ranking official
Beckers says games will not
be delayed again.

By Janathan Kamen and Ageneies

pons FOETMeiACnRe

Kenya's world beating athletes
have welcomed a call by an Interna-
thomal lympie Commites (BOC) offi-
cial to ensure Tokyo 2021 Olyrmpics s
held,

Olympic javelin silver medalist
Julius Yo = hopeful that all will be
wall dezpite disruptions of Covid-19
pandemic which also saw President
Ui Kemeatta putting in place ces-
sation of movement to and from Nai
robd, Mombasa and Mandera coun-
ties.

The ban on gatherings also means
most athletes will not ¢ together
and this comes an the same day that
than an HC official sabd if Olympics
are not hedd in 2021 then they could
b cancelled

“1 am pptimistic that the sinethon
will be ckay before next year. Look at
2016 Rio Clympkc Games, there was
zika wirus and it subsided. So. even
cormnawirs will end.

“President Kenyatta's decision to
open the econamy partially s an indi-

cation that things are getting better.
Theeffectsof the vins in Asia are not
sosevere like the initial situation, We
will go for Ohympic Games next year,"
sand yego,

Bue Heldemn Obirt, the world 5,000m
champion, said although she wal
comies the Clympics taking place nex
yeir, she expressed some fears.

“We can't tell now. It is only God
who will guide the world. We all envy
tooompete at th aammes bt
the cororavine OUT COn
trol” she said.

Yesterday, a high-ranking Olymple
official Pierre-0l Beckers made
plain that the delayed Tokyo Olym
prics “will b bl in 2021 or not at all®,

The Belgian was reiterating the
stance put forward by an and
International Olympic Committes
chief Thomas Bach that next year was
the last chance to hold the Games

5 is bey

“It's unthinkable to
keep such a project

on the go for any
longer considering the
enormous costs and all
the thousands of people
involved."

Plerre-Olivier Backers, 10C official

postponed due to the coronavirus
pandentic.

*Today everyone 15 sire that they
will start on I 2021, he told
Belgiam newspaper L'Avenir.

“We are comvineed that the Games
will take place in 2021 or they won't
take place.

I- =11~ Kenyan stars hopeful games will go on as planned despite limited training due to virus disruption

t’s 2021 or never for
Tokyo Olympics show

Beckers suggested it was “essen-
tial” that the traditional sporting cal
endar emenges from its Covid-19 lock-
down belore aflowing major sporting
events lke the Olympics to be staged

“All the sporting federations have
to adapt to the Games® postpone
ment

“We can't envisage a similar
upheaval asecond ime,” stoessed the
presichent of Belgium's (vmpic Com-
mittes,

z to Beckers, a final deci-

vo “will be taken in the
spring if questions (over the global
hepth crisis) persise,”

He said he was optimistic over the
stagring of the Games, rejecting any
notion that it would be held behind
closed doors,

In March, Tokyo 2020 was post-
poned e year over the coronavins,
which has killed hundreds of thou-
sands around the world and halted
intermt bonal sport and trne

Beckers heads the 100 coordinat-
ing commission for the 2024 Cames
and he said he wanted Paris "to be
different™ to past edithons.

“We waint to stage Games that are
i ¢ responsible, inclnsive,
sustainable and useful for society.

“The 10C"s desire is that the Games
adapt to the needs of citles, countries,
and vice versa. Paris will be the first
editon that will fully fir into this
visiom.”

“We must fight against gigan
tism," he continued,

“In Paris, we will return to a
budget lower than that of provi-
ous editioms: 4.8 hillion eums for
operations and around three bil-

L lionfor all infrastructure.”
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Bayern need
two wins to
clinch2020
league title

Duesseldorf's Abfreda Morales (left]
Bayern's Joshua Kimmich. |47

Bayern Munich need two wins from
their last four games o win an eighth
straight Bundeslh; tleafter hitting back
tobeat Bayer Loverkusen 4-2,

Hansi Flick' side have lost just once
their past 21 games inall competitions but
did it the hard way after trailing at Lev
erkusen.

Kingsley Coman, Leon Goretzka and
Serge Gnabry all netted in the first half fol
lowing Luces Alario’s opener.

Robert Lewnndowski headed m his 30th
league goal of the s

Bayern have lost just two games in 26
since Flick replaced the sacked Niko Kovae
in November and come up against Bt rea
chi Frankfurt in the German Cup semi-
final on Wednesday.

It il oot seart well against Leverkusen,
whi had been in fine form with just one
defeat in their previous 14 games but wera
without injured star man Kaf Haverts, as
Argentine striker Alario beat the offside
trap and I‘E[PI hés cool to firdsh from . Juliom
Baumgartlinger's throwgh hall,

The sethack sparked Bayern into life
Frimece internationa Conmnslotting home
the equaliser and Goretzka turned from
provider to scorer by drilling in from the
edme of the bow

Ex-Arsenal and West Brom man Gnabry
converted his 19th goal of the seasan by
latching onto along ball over the top to lob
a smart finish over the advancing goal-
keeper Linkas Hradecky.

Teenager Florian Wirtz, 17, came off the
bench 0 score a lovely consalation goal
Late o, cutting omto his left foot inside the
area and curling a strike past the reach of
Manme] Neer.

Bayern striker Lewandowski picked up
avellowcird, meaning he will be suspend-
ed for their league game against Borussia
Monchengladbach next Saturday.

The Poland international has 44 goals
overall this campaign, but will now only
harve three games tochase down Gerd Mul
ler's record of 40 in a single Bundestiga

season, [BBC Online]
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CORONAVIRUS:
SHOULD YOUWEAR
AMASKATHOME?

earing face masksat homemight help
stop Covid-15 from infecting your family

whalive in the same housebold, saysa new

study.

This approach has beensean tobe 79 parcent
effectiveat curbing transmission but the masks need
tobe usadbefore symptoms develop inanyongin the
householdwho is irfected.

Thefindings, which appear in BM. Global Health,
are basad on arswers from 124 families in Beiing
China, whohad at least one confirmedcase of

Covid-19infection. about their bousehold hygiens and

babaviour during the pandemic,

Disinfectionwas foundtobe 77 per cent effective at

stopping thevirus from being passedon.

There were a total of 460 people in the famikes who
were part of the study and their confirmed case of
Cowvid-19 happersd between late February ard late
March 2020, The family members had ived with the
Infected person for fourdays bafore and more than 24
hours after that person’s symptoms first appeared

Research in Chinahas suggestedthat mast afthe
person-to-person transmission in the outbreaks of of

SARS-CoVv-2.the coronavirus responsiile for Covid-19

Infection, has occurredin families,
Therew study sought to see ifwearing a face mask,
along with measures

and disinfection. might
help tackle household
transmission rates
The families, which
woere usually made up
ofthreageremtions
ranged in size from
two tonine people but
had an average of four
members.

The researchers
locked at the risks of

theincubation pariod,

whichis 14 days fromithe

startofthainfactad person's symptoms During this
timethe spread from the firstinfected person to othar

familymembers happened in 41 out of the 124 families,

theresearchers sald

Atotal of 77 adults and children wera infectedin this
waly, Biving an ‘attackrate’ of 23 per cent or around 1
in & the study fourd Therewere 13 out of 36 childmen
Irvoheed inthe study who caught the virus compared
with&d ot of 92 adults Them were12 children who
had mild symgtoms and onechild had none. Mild
syrmpioms werarecorded in 83 per cent of the adults.
whils arourd1in10 had sevene symptoms and ong
person became critically il

Evenin more crowded households, the daillyuse of
disirfectants, window opening. and keeping at lmasta
metre apart were linked with alower risk of passirg on
thevirus, the researchers found.

They added that dally contact and the rumber
offamily members wearing aface mashk after any
symptomsfirst startad to appearin the househaold
SBET 0 pose a heightenadrisk. f tha first person
whobecameill suffered with diarrhoea this could
quadruplethe risk of passing on tha virus. Close
daily contact, such as eating meals round atable
orwatching TV together, was kinkedto an 18-fold
Increasedrisk. The study, which was funded by the
Baijing Sclence and Techralogy Planning Project
couldbestates that “housahold transmission s a
miajor driver of epidemic growth™

Itsuggests the findings may be mlevant for families
Irving with someons in quarantineorin enforced social
Isolation, and for the families ofhealth workess who
may face an ongoing risk ofinfection, [Mirror]
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O HARDTALK with Nancy Nzalambi

e work 5o that we can
bring meaning to :
However, sorme decidons

hinder us from enjoying the full bere
fits of what our work life has to affer.
Here are some of the mismnoeptions
thit eventually cost us.

The motherhood penalty
It is assumed that
ababy, she will automatically prefar
work part time with less possibility of
travelling for work sssignments.

Even after getting back in the game
after maternity leave and some read
justment period, coworkers and man-
HRETS wioiild still overlook worki g
mothers when it comes to extra
responsibilities

Hnrmlnu;g. professor Shelley § Cor
a L1Lu||.' In 2005 that compared

e H'l[?l I|'||I,IJ|I}‘|I to
= of those without,

The study was motivated by the
notion that women with children
earned lower than women without
children despite them being function-
equivalent.
her report, Gefting adob: I There
a Motherhood Penalty® Correll wrote
that cultural idess of motherhood are
S0 a5 pretty "::|-;'|||1i|1"l:|l||'w1lh the
eultural ideas of the workplace.”

An interesting finding from this
stuchy is that {athers are not disadan
taged in any L In fact, they are mone
ikl to bt an acdvantage as they are
seen o exhibit more commitment to
their jobs than non-fathers.

This notion is costly on women.

aworman has

Life assumptions
we come toregret

| progressive
ers. Even if
wormen sciale back their work respon

sibilitses for awhile after motherhood,
they donot dosaf

It is a matie
ences, Som
responsihifitie
their earnings

Managers should not assume that
mothers cannot go the extra mile
Mothers themselves should not be
blindsd by cultural norms to assume
that they cannot handle additional
tasks.

Notably, companes have in the
recent years developed waork-family
policies that help retain good employ
ees: both men and warmen

Aurthority s about ahility bo make
athers follow arders

ramagemment, you defi

fividual prefer

1t ks unfortunate that most man AR
ment newhbes see thelr new job titles

THINGSTONOTE

1. Those who stay longer
inthe officearenot
necessarily the high
achievers

2.First h'larmbns
matter; however,
articulate whywucqmd
have misgivings on
somebody youjust met.

3. Introverts canmake
biue-chip leaders

sincethey tend to
listen keenly and think
mcrﬂleﬂlylﬂﬁlrﬂ
edecisions.
assumathat
onhr make
5.

vautharity and
= That drive o
1 “promot ion

priwve that they &re n
mistake™ makes majority of new man
agers focus mainly an compliance;
everything must run smoathly That
the manager should just create idess
and subordinates ane to follow nstroc
tiomns.
The damage that this leadership
wle brings along is that you will miss
,1|.mpnmm ity to showease vou chir
acter, competence and influenoe,
Whian you Erest your team to come
upwithideas, v t to showwho the
boss is by ech pirior skilks
they needed to put i ldpms,
be ahie to influence your

your team. You will also learn from
your subordi 5 Input and becorne
the initiator of change rather than
being a “normal” leader.

Starting asuccessful business maans

foregoing having a life

women are afraid to
A8 VeEnune 'N'-(‘.u.w.l,-

'hl?'.".h rik they are not there yet.

Starting a business requires strate
EY. however, do ol a
will need toexclude eve
be good at it

A pirfe nice betwidn a carser
and oc o dioiss ot inxist. The
plenty of people wh
queality time with fum
and running successful businesses
simultaneously

They are domg it and they are doimg:
it waell. Tak fdth and start
that busines (

Calculate the risks and maintain
flexibility. You do not v o et 1o
wour 70s and regret why yvou did not
Eive it a iy,

Senlor colleagues should abways solve
the problem

Protdematic situations always bring
ariety ot the workploce, Most of these
are normally forwarded to the next
person in command. One, mainly
because people are afraid of being

2 else o

rade.

It is not always the case that the
highest ranking indivi 5 equipped
with all spec o skills neaded to
ar problem. They may

s,
Youdon't have to slide eves

lI1|r:e_ to the CEO
fixl B

yOu [n|'1hn!|ux1 :‘:ru."l'lnﬁﬁl!.
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THE WAY IT IS with Mercy Juma

‘l buried my cousin
on Facebook Live’

chalrs were placed at least
metre (three feet) apart - family
sat on one side, church officials
onthe other Everyone wore amask.

Everyonelnew of the strict instructions
that the government has lald down for
funerals during the coronavinus pandemic.

Only 15 people could gather for the
Dburial of my cousin, Chris, and everything
had to be done by Sam.

By Tamn the rest of us had gathered, in
front of owr phones and computers,
watching the burlal unfold as a friend live-
streamed it on Facebook.

There were hundreds of us to pay our
last respects to Chris. He was a people's
person - the life and soul of family parties.

His dieep laugh reached you even before
he set footin the house - In fact, you could
hear it 200m away at the gate,

Aned Chris used to show up for people,
be it at funerals or weddings. He was a
mn'ﬂbiser.mhhgpemfmaﬂuca-

So, on this day, we showed up for him
too. But not being ther meant it wasnot
the same.

“We couldn't play his favourite songs'
Chris was my immediate colisin, but we
were raised in the same house and he was
mare than a brother to me. He died In
Kisumu on Easter Sunday, after being
umwed for a fewweeks withliver cirrhosis.
The govermment gave us the guidelines
for his burial. He had to be burled within
three days. But with many of his family
and friends under lockdown in the capital,
Malrobi, not everyone could attend the

The sermon was short. The speeches
were restricted And there was very little

singing.

Chris loved music - he played the drum
kit in the Sahvation Army church band. So
It was painfusl that nobody could be there
to play his favourite songs.

| watched as live comments from his
friends and colleagues rolled in on Face-
book. In digital solace, people left mes-
sages of condolence and talked of how
great a man Chris was.

And | thought, maybe | should take
screenshots and print this out because
this was essentially our condolences book.

Everything felt so different. We could
not touch or see each other's tears.
We not throw fistfuls of dirt on the
coffinas it was lowered into the grave.

When aloved one dies we seek togrieve,
we look for comfort and closure. But how
oy you cho that when you ane confined?

| was upset, | never imagined | would
have to bury a koved one through social

media | newer thought | would crave
human contact that much. it was like a
movie, except that | was part of the cast.

Facebook Live failed

And sadly, the Facebook Live falled, due
to a poor network connection. 5o | could
ot even watch Chiis' final journey to the
very encl. | did not see his coffinbeing cov-
enad.

Inmany Africansocieties death and life
are intricately tied. Many traditions see
deathasariteof passage- atransition to
another form. Hence the importance of
ancestors-they are the pecple who have
died but continue to “live™in the commu-

nity.

This, in turn, means utatwl'mmple
die they must receive a perfect burl
complete with rituals that have been
pbserved for generations,

Fer the communities in western Kenya
where | come from, ke the Luoand Lubya,
a person’s death and their burial are
incredibly important events. A dead per-
50N is treated with utmost respect and
there are deathand burial rites to be fol-
lowed, to ensure a faultiess sand-off.

First of allburials are not hurried, espe-
clally for the elderly. A person's death isa
call for celebration, even amidst the
mou and grieving. It takes at leasta
week for an adult to be buried. There s
loud mourning and weeping, for days on
end, Peaple huddle together and help the
bereaved tomoum.

Bonfires are lit in the homestead and
people gather around them, embracing,
crying, relhving the life of the depart-
ed. There is the ritualistic slaughter of
animals, and the preparation and serving
of food and drinks to consale moumers.
It ks a show of unity ameng neighbours
and family.

The dead are brought home a day or
two before the burlal. They Be in the com-
pound, to show that they are accepted
and loved, even in death,

The Luo have among the most elabo-
rate burial customs in Kemya. There are at
least 10 rites involved from the announce-
ment of death, to the removal of the
shadow or spirit of the dead from the
homestead, to the shaving of family
memibers' hair, and finally the remem-
brance caremondes forthe deadl.

All these occasions require people to
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congregate and interact in huge num-
bers.

But during this pandemic, most of
these rituals are simply off-limits, wheth-
er aperson died of Covid-19 ornot.

| have only partially grieved®

During the two days between Chris'
death and his burial people at homewere
forbidden from singing loudly at night,
lest they attract the netghbours who may
want to come and grieve withithe family.

There were no bonfires to sit around.
And during the burial, even at the grave
site, there was mmg]ng.u touching,

nohandshakes or kisses.

Government replesem.atlues were
there toensure all rules of social distanc-
Ing were followed.

Fortydays after one ks buried, a memo-
rial service is supposed to be held - the
final celebration of their life. We, again,
will not be able to do this for Chris.

| have this feeling that | have only par-
tially grieved for Chris. This isnot how he
deserves to be moumed.

Maybe when all this is over - when we
can hug again, and cry in each other’s
El?.:s]-nuﬂl maourn himlike we should.




B LOVEDOCTOR with Chris Hart

My wife’s love
for horoscopes
driving me nuts

Hi Chris,

My wife is a huge fan of horo-
soopes. Every day she reads tham in
magaznes and nrwspapers, and
mven looks for them online. She talks
about them with her friends all the
time, and it's beginning to drive me
nuts! &m | missing something here ?
I5 these any value in horoscopes? It
seems impossible, after all, milllons
of people are barn under the same
sign, sohow cana horoscope be say-
ing something special about just one
inclivicual?

Star Skeptic

Hi Srar Skeptic,

Psychologists call our tendency to
read something personal into things

horoscopes ‘The Rarmum effect.”
For example, people who were told
they were being given descriptions
of their personality and asked to
rate thedr acowrey all agre u] thiey
WOeTE T il
WETe  sarrhe, Sowamd fam

It's that effect that horoscope
writers rely on. Hormsoopes say the
same things vear after year, but we
rarely notice, We're forever b
toled odir finances will o
or it"s a goad time o start some
thing new. These predictions can't
alll b true, but they're irresistible.

Partlyit's the wiy they'ne writ
LAhings have been tough, but
thenyre improving...” which reflects
ur hopes for better times. And we
can’t resist the idea that our star
sign somehow defines ws, Like say-
L that a Tiirus B rustsorthy, We

also dom't want to hear bad news,
and 50 around 70 per cent of horo
seopes are optimistic.

Horoscopes are also self fulfilling
prophesies, because beliovers start
igroring aspects of their personali
thes that don't fit with r'rﬁ:_r-;ip;n S0
umpLL who have no faith in star
signs lead very varied Hves, while
the belaviour of people who trust
them is usually close to their sign
definition. 1t's also hard to resist th
fealing that if we belisve some
strongly enough, then it will come
True

All this happens because our
brains are designed to work out
what causes things to happen in our
liwees, Ll fpuring out that a certain
food upsets vour stomach, 50 vou
cam avoid it in future. 50 your horo
seope only needs towork once or
twice for your subconscious to log it
as an accurate prediction. Thoughin
fact it was justnco 1

But horoscopes
fuul, by relieving anxiety. Soathletes
and people in risky jobs tend to be
miane superstitious that everyone
dse, because their superstitions
make them feal more n control.

S0 the next time your wife's read
ing her horoscope, you might be
tempted to smile a little. As you
remember why our brains believe
they work. But don't stop her!
Because they're still & good kdea if
they help her to feal better,

All thebest,

Chris

College relationships are best treated as an opportunity to learn the skills of dating

Hi Chris,

o mlﬁm miss. hwiﬁ
and | know | will miss
from school enormously I:'mna ha's
planning to gotoanother college. But we'ne
determined to stay close, and so we often
talk about our plans for being together
after we graduate and start work, The
probiam is my mumi Every time | mention
my boyfriend, she goes on about how we
will iy braak up once we get to college.
What do | need to tell her to comvince her
to take us sariousiy?

Young Lover's Mum

Hi Youirg Lover's Miem,

Lots af students try to stay ciose to
their form four sweethearts, and that's
toinlly understandahle, But college life
brings new priorities, and as students
fgrow and matume thelr old relationships
rarely survive the trnsition,

Soyourr mam's right. Youand your boy
friemd will probably break up. Which is

actually a good thing in the long run,
although painfid as it happens! Because
sticking with an old flame means that
youll be missing out animpaortant experi-
ences, Like the opportunity to try out rele-
tonships witha wider range of people.

Golng 1o the same college doesn’t usu-
ally wiork out for school sweethearts
either. Neither likes each others new
friemels, and both worry that they're either
spending too much or too Hitle time
together, So things generally limp dong
for a while, before they also break up.

The same thing will happen again as
you leave college, a few yoars later! Few
stuclent relatiorships survive the transi-
tiom into the world of work.

Worse still, male and female produstes
are on different timescales for getting
mirried these days. Men generally still
marry within o few yeors of starting work,
Tt educated women are tending to delay
umtil well into their 30s. All of which
means s very unlikely that college
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sweetheart s will marry eachother either!

By all means keep in touch with your
current boyfriend, but just as friends.
Because you'll soon find another at col-
leged Just don't preterd that you 're ead:
ing for the altar with that ane either.

College relationships are best treated
as a glorious opporfunity to leam the
skills of dating, How to tell whether sorme-
omne’s serlous or just taking you for aride,
Hine the flirting game works, The impar-
tanoe of the first kiss. How to have a good
time together. How to find out whether
somenne really shares vour interests and
values. How to be affectionate and emo
tionally dose to someane. And how to tell
whien you're both willing to be faithfil to
ome gnother.

So enjoy your tme at college. Work
harnd at your stidies. And at the same time
start learning a whole new set of relation-
ship skills

All the best,

Chris
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O FATHERHOOD.101 with Josaya Wasonga

Pain of exam

uncertainty for

parents and
candidates

efore schools wer mdefinitely

Bttuw:Lrnyd-al_l:Jﬂ:l.'r s burn-

trg the midnight ofl to pass her

national exams and, hopefully, gain

admission to a national school. $he isa

candhdate inthis year's KenyaCertifcate
of Primary Education (KCPE) exams.

Many nights, I'd see the light in her
beclroom on way past midnight. When 1
peeped into her bedroom, 1'd find her
soated on the bed with books an her lap
nnd athers on the bed all around her,
Other nights, when [ woke upat 3am to
pey, shie would walkie up to study. Thers
were times | would tell her to sleep,
because | thought she was driving her-
self too hird

But her effarts were paying aff. Ina
oontinuois assessment test her school
offered for KCPE candidates, she topped
her class This was her first time to
achieve this. She was looking forward to
using this feat as precursor to getting
good grades in successive pre-KCPE
exams so that when the “blg one™ came,
she would be mentally and scademically
prepared.

Then Covid- M happened, and threw o
nivier-before-seen spanner i the works,
It dioes not help matters, for both parents
el ez candidates, that we have been
conditioned that rational exams happen
atacerain time of the year,

We kerve been conditioned that school
terms - and school calendar years - start
and end at certain specific times. Now, as
time drags on and our children are at

home, we are worried about what wall
become of them,

I've plways encouraged my daughter
to siedy; not merely (o pass her exams,
bt to, ultimagely, better her Life. I am
still enoouraging her. However, at times,
it's hard to encourage her beca i far
a5 doing her national exams =i}
cerned, the funeme looks a little vague, 0f
and when there's a set date for the
nationgl exams, the excitement and
anticipation is palpable to parents,
teachers and students.

Late last wyear, when | went to
Pudd'ng's school to help her pick the
high schoals she would love to join in
2021, she and her classmates had already
started the countdown to the nathonal
cxama They knew the éxact number of
days that remaining, down to even the
hour, for them to sit for KCPE.

PARENTSAREGRAPPLING
WITHHOWTCENCOURAGE
OUR CANDIDATE
CHILDREN, AND MAKE
THEMTRUSTTHATALL'S
WELLTHAT ENDSWELL

Az time ticked, and they saw it on the
chalkioard, they - so to speak - pulled up
thirir socks, The imminent eventuality was,
of itself, one of the best encouragement
plovys.

The candidates in my daughter’s school
had even started that rioual we did way hack
when in school; writing the number of
remaining days on the chalkboard and then
5 aach day passed. they would do the count
chowmn mamnizally, v andduster. Like for
us before them, this ploy would keep their
eves an the big sk ahead, besides keeplng
therm mothvated.

But now, with no definite exnm date, the
time factor that wies enoourag ing our daugh-
tier has been removed.

Speaking of mothy 1, parents and

teachers had met and come up with strste
gles to mot o stuchents and teachers, We
even had an average, which they had started
petting closer towhen they did the firs exam
after schools opened for term one. Each stu
dent had also been given a target, and there
were modalities to encourage themand help
ehirn it thedr targets.
When my daughter k& doing her exams, and
even when she teils me how she has per-
formed, I tell her that she should aim for self
mprovement. [ tell her that she should first
compete with herself

But 1] be bying to say that this & the only
thing that motivates Padd'ng. | know she's
motivated when, like during that first exam
of first time, she beat aclassmate who always
tops the dass for the Arst time. [know that
ke her feel like s ar beat any other kid
I this nation. That alone was enough enoour
sgement for her [ know this becawse, after
she got th she studied harder and
longer than I'veever seen her stucy before

Also, being ina traditional dassroom set
up enoourages our children fo strive (o excel
Mow, we have to find ways to encourage
Pudd'ng and let her know that all the sleep
she Jost, and all the hours she put in, and afl
the sacrifices she made will, eventually, pay
off

Az the government grapples with the issue
of schood reopening, parents are grappling
with how to encourage our candidate chil-
dren, and make them trust that all’s well that
ends well, 1t's not far-fetched 1o think that
some will require professional guidance and
counsalling tohelp them deal with this issue
that affects thelr futuine,

TECHLIFE

DOES GOOGLETRACKYOURACTIVITY EVENIN ‘PRIVATE’ MODE?

Googlehasbeen sued inthe
LIS owver claims it illagally invades
the privacy ofusers by tracking
people evan whan they are
hrowsing in "private mods”

The class action wantsatleast
$5 billion (Sh530 bilion ) from
Googleand owner Alphabet

Maryinternet users assume
their search histonyisn't being
trackedwhem thay view in private
miode, but Google says this ism't
the case.

The search engine denias this
isilegaland saysitisupfront
aboutthe data itcoliects in this
miode

The proposed classaction
likalyinciudes “millions™ of Google
userswhosince TJuna 2016
browsad the internet inprivate
miode according tolaw firm Boies
Schiler Rexrerwha filed the
claim on Tuesday in federal court

InSan Jose, Callfornia

Incognitamode within
Google's Chrome browser ghwes
users the cholca to search the
Irtarmat without their activity
baing saved to the browser or
device But the websites visited
canuse tools such as Googla
Analytics fotrackusage.

The complaint says that
Google "cannot continue
toengage inthe covert and
unauthorized data collection
from virtually svery American
with acomputer or phona”

Vigorously denying the
claims, Google spokesman Jose
Castanads shid: "Aswe clearly
stateeach time you open a nsw
Incognito tab, websites might be
able to collact information aboat
your browsing activity”

The saarch engire says the
collection of search history, even

inprivate viewing mode, helps
site owners “bhetteravaluate the
performance of their content.
products, marketing and more "

While private browsing has
been avadlable from Googla
for somie time, Boles Schiller
Flaxner sald it recently decidedto
represent three plaintiffs based
inthell5.

“People everywhereare
bacoming more awars
{and concermed) that their
persanal communications are
being mtercepted collected,
recorded, or expioited for galn by
technology companies thay have
comatodepend on,” it Said inthe
filirg

One option Is for visitors to
installGooghe Analytics browser
opt-put extension todisable
rmeasurermnent by Googhe
Analytics, it says. [BBC]

THE SUNDAY STANDARD | 7 JUNE 2020 | 7



L) FEATURE

Standing out
as tough times
push more to
side hustles

With the
economic impact
of the Covid-19
pandemic, a

lot people are
looking for ways
of supplementing
theirincome.
PAULINE MUINDI
looks at what you
need to consider
as you make the
jump
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have become increasingly popular in
recend years. Statistics show that one

i four millennials works a sicde hustle, This
means that in addition to their primany source
of incoms, they have an s job to boost thadr
sarnings

Thit appears 10 contradict the popular opin-
o that milennials are lazier than older gen
erationd. For mast millenraaly, these Sde gigl
are small businesses, although most of them
Rack proper business structures

According to LIS statisics, wormen are mone
kety than men to have a side husthe, Thirty fee
percent of e o side hustle compared to 28 per
cent of men. One of the reasons for this dspar-
ity might be due to pay differences between
i v wormen

With the economic impact of the Covid-19
Pandemi, svien more people sre Doking 1o tum
1o side hustles to esm extra cash. if you're one
of these people, you might be wondering whene
1o start. The following tips will help you get
startec

S ide husties, also known as gig work,

Encw your why

Woeking on a side hustle isn't as easy as it
sounds If you work on your regular B-5 job,
some of the free time you've been used to will
have 1o go towanek your Side bustle You will
v to ghve up some nigihts and weskends weork
as you pursue the side gig.

To be able to stick It cut, it ks important 1o
define the goals you want to achieve with the
side gig. Why da yau want a Sde glg? Do you
waadit the eam csh o put askde for a specific
goal? Is it something you want toda shart term
of lang term?

A good side gig shoukd be something which
i et o paid cpuic by But a great side gig also
s the potential to scale up even if it dossn't
generate immediate income. If you need a side
gig o meet a short tem finandal goal, such as
paying off debt or buying an appllance, go for a
gy wihich ponys imrmecilately. But i pour goal is
mare long term, such as retirement, go far
something which has the potertial to scale up.

Good examples of shoet term gigs include
being an Uber driver or running errands for pay.
Lorg e tide hutthes inchucks blogging, being
a You Tuber of running a small business

Stary im your lane

To survive in the gig econarmy, i feels e you
have to wear different hats. Avoid the trap of
being a jack of all trades, You nen the risk of
being merely "good” at the kind of work you
produce. In today's cut-throat marketplace,
you're unlikely to be sucoessful by just being
“good” enough You have 1o be “great”™ 1o suc-
oo

Wiou are mare ey 10 sucoeed by masiering
the core skills required in your side gig. Instead
of lmarning res shills from scratch, look at what
L e achy o,

One of the biggest mistakes you can make
when choosing a side husthe is to go for some
thing which doasn't fit your current skill set,
Listal of your skifks and find a side ustle which

2020

THERE ARE SOME
SIDEHUSTLES WHICH
CAN EARNYOU

SIDE HUSTLESTEND
TOBESHORTTERMIN
NATURE. HOWEVER,
MORE SUBSTANTIAL
SIDEHUSTLES,

SUCH AS BUILDING

A BUSINESS, TAKES
TIME AND PLENTY OF
EFFORT.




1% rruakees i el fior your potential clients or
custonmess bo understand what problemiyou can
solve for them. If they can ensly associile you
witha certain niche, thsy'ne likely to chooss you
over a competitor whao doesnt appear fo spe-
dalize inthe niche.

Understand the time investment
How much time do you have 1o spare for a

sure that your side husthe still leaves you
enough tirme to hang out with friends and fam:-
1y enjiry your habbies and refac

Baar ir mine that yous will still be compseting
with people who have dedicated their enties
Ives into that pursus, Therefore, the side hustie
ihaubdrt be too time-demanding, Before you
e star ask yourself Can this-side hustie suc-
e with pan-time involvernent 7

e patient
There are some side hustles which can earn
maoney, But genesalty, such side hus-
E::g:;hnt@uunhnhummﬁunnnc
more substantial side hustles, such as bulding
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0 HEALTHWATCH with Fergus Walsh/BBC

Coronavirus:

What’si
to be pa

t like
rtofa

vaccine trial?

Tu- world eagerly awaits a eoro-
nuwvinis vaccine, and kabs are rac-
ing to develop one. Some have
now reachid the stage of human trials and
are looking for volunteers, S0 what's it
Iike o be part of a vaccine trial?

[remember very clearly my firse medi-
cal trial. It was in Oxford where [ was
Rgoing to receive an experimental vaccine
againat bird e This was in 2006 and ar
the time HSN] avian flu was a big deal. It
wis 4 deadly vines, killing half of those it
infected. That wolld make it perhaps 50
times mone lethal than Covid- 19,

So there was a need for a vaceine, and
the Ondfored Vaeeine Group wis 10 condct
atrial of healthy wolunteers. | didn't hesi-
tate about sticking my hand up, or rather,
rollirg up o sheeve,

After all, | rély on patients to agree to
me filming them in order to Hlustrate
some aspect of healthcare, so it was a
goad thing for me to experience what
that's like. Very often they are taking part
inamedical trial be it for cancer, dinbetes
or any number of other conditions.

Maturally | was filmed while receiving
the wacrine. | can remember being deter
mined not to grimace because 1 didn't
want to sef abad eomple, The mmunise-
tion takes just a few seconds, and 1 also
had togive some blood samphes the same

As the needle for the blood draw was
abwonst o go in, a kindly doetor said “sharp
serateh” which was my cue to look into
the lens and deliver a faultless “piece to
camera” - the bit inmast TV reports when
corresponicdents pantificate. But with a
necHlie b your arm you have toget it right
the first time.

As my blood entered the test tube |
spoke about antibodies and immunity.

1 think it went fine, but | remember a
recent oecasion that was a nightmare
Again, 1 started speaking as the needle
wemt in, and my words, thankfully, flowed
ot om cue. The trouble was, the red stuff
did not. Tt was like getting blood from a

stone. It took four newdles, and by theend
of the filming the eolour had drined fram
my face and [ was in o cold sweat.

As the BEC: medical correspandent,
since 2004 Thave reparted on glohal dis-
ease thrests such as bird flu, swine flu,
Sars and Mers - both coromaviruses - and
Ebola. You could say I've been waiting
much of my career for aglobal pandemic
And vet when Covid-19 came along, the
world was not s ready as it could have
been. Now it's here | wish, Bke everyone
else, it would go away. Sadly, we may have
to live with corenavirus indefinitely. In
this column [ will be reflecting on that
new reality

Thee bird flu weceine trial went well, The
following year it was approved for use,
ot birdd flu never made the full jump from
amrmals to humans, 5o it's not heen nead
od

Lives depend on it

Mot =0 with coronavinis. To say the
results of vaccine studies are eagerly
awalted would be the understaternent of
the vear, There are lives, livelihoods and
while eonmmies depending on a success
ful vaorine against Sars-CoV-2, togive the
virus its proper name,

More than 100 vacdnes are in develop-
ment arpund the world, Many of these
may never get to human trials, but sev-
eral have already reached that stage, in
record time. Normally it would take years,
decades evern.

The Chinese government shared the
genetic sequence of coronaviras on 11
Jaruary, and within weeks a team at the
University of Oxford had developed an
experimental vaceine, Their humaon tri-
al, the first in Furcpe, began last month,

More than 1,000 volunteers gre now
part of the Onford vaccine study. Half will
get ChAdth] nCoV-19, as the vaccine s
called, and the rest a control vaccine
which protects against meningitis. The
trial is “blinded” so that the researchers
and the volunteers won't know which jab

WITH ALLTH

5, VOLUNTEERS!I' ve

SPOKENTO OVER

¥ wTHE YEARS THERE'S
% AREALLY STRONG

i

_ ‘\.
"~ % BUTIT'LLHELRTHOSE

EMENTOF GIVING
SOMETHING BACK.
EOPLE SAY, "WELL,

TMAY NOTHELP ME,

COMING AFTER ME.

they are getting.

Theuse of a reql vaccine & a control,
which may result in the add sore arm,
medns volunteers really won't know
whether they have got the real thing

That's important, as all of them will
need to keep a daily health diary for up
to fiorur weeks, and come back for several
bl tests.

1 wanted to volunteer for the first
phase of the waccine trial, but was ineli-
gibde. It's the first time I've been too old
for a clinfead study - the cut-off was 55

years and 'l be 5% in September,
Though the trial has now been extend
ed to include older achlts and children
mged five to 12, T may still be mbed out.
Anyone who almady has antibodies to
coronavims s excluded, and as |
explained st week, I'm pretty sure |
have these. Lhave signed up online just
in ease they will have me,

In order to check whether the vac
cine wirks, it is vital that those given
the jab come seross the vinis in their
daily Ives. 5o the team would like vol-
unteers who have public-facing robes,
especially health workers, who are
more likely to be exposed to coronavi
rus. You don’t need all of your volun
teers to get up close and personal with
the vins, but it's important that some
do, and in the absence of a guaranteed
treatment it woudd be unethical to
dobberately infact them.

The volunteers are all told to main-
takn the same socinl distancing as the
rest of us. And remember they don't
know which vaccine they have
receed.

Big probiern

There's one big problem surround-
Ing all of this, which s that you nesd o
lot of vinis to be circulating to know
whether the vaccine protects the peo-
ple who've been Immunised, and at
present cises ane decreasing. 1t's reck-
o abwout ome in 1,000 people in Eng-
land are currently nfected, not count-
ng mases bn hospitals or cane homes.

A further 10000 woluntesrs are
being recrulted at sites across England,
Wales and Scotland At present there
are more cases in parts of the north of
England and Scotkand than in Oxfard.

Volunteers are absolutely crecal fo
miedical advances; we'd never get any-
where without them, The same goes for
blood donors.

With all the volunteers I've spoken
tovoreer the years there’s a really strong
element of giving something back. Peo-
ple say, “Wel, it mury not help me, bt
it help those coming after me,”

Soime years ago, | covered a typhoid
study in Oxford, in which they were
Immmiimising people with a new vaccine,
and then infecting them deliberately
with the disease - they could do this
because it can be treated with antibiot-
its. The volunteers had to swallow o
drink that hod typhoid bacteria in it,
and 1 remember ane of them saving,
“Doreen thee hatch?™ before they drank it.

That vaccine s now being used in
Pakistan and Zimbabwe, and has
reduced cases of the disease by 80 per
cent, When [let t hose volumteers know
recently, they were delighted. That
trial was of absolutely no benefit to
their daily lives, they did it purely
because they felt it was the right thing
to do, But with the coronmvimus trial
there may be some benefits for volun
teers,

There has been much speculation
aibout whenwe will get results from the
Oxfiord vaceine triad. 'vie heard Septem
ber, even June. The hard truth is, it's
not certain when we will know. It
depends on whether we get a second
wrave of Infiections.

IE, and it's still & big if, the vaccine
does waork, hundreds of millions of
doses could be made within months
because of a manufacturing deal struck
withthe pharma giant, Astrafeneca. It
says it could prochsce o billion doses by
the end of 2021.

And the Oxford vaccine ks not the
only show in town. Imperial College
London is developing a coronavirus
vaccine which will begin human trials
next menth, All the researchers I've
speoken to have said this i not a race to
be first, but a race against thevinus. It's
o race we all hope they wil win, [BBC]
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D LIKE ABOSS with Jeckonia Otieno

CEO at 36:
Discipline
and love for
children’s
rights got
me here

rowing up in a family of 20

Gspems to hove prepared Dr

Judith (Roo to scale & world

where excellence counts in order to
St oL

At 36, Judith has headed the depart-
ment of private law at the Cathobc Uni
versity of Eastern Africa (CUEA), hisads
the public law department at Jomo
Kenvatta University of Agriculiune and
Technology { Juat hand is also the CEO
af East Africa Centre for Human Rights
(EACHRIght=),

She says she is a simple girl from Oy
s, Homa Boy County, who belisves in
making a difference through social jus-
tice,

“Ipelieve was bomn toupset oppres-
sive social norms and not just pass
through the face of this earth without
making a difference and my weapon to
achieve thisis law" says Judith.

Growing up, she thought of being a
daoctor but then again thesight of Bood
discouraged her. 50 shewent for a career
that weould draw different kind of Bood
- along the corridors of justice.

Growing up n a palygamoas famibly,
Judith says she started getting thrust
into responsibility ot the tender age of
nime. Her fatherwas i secondary school
teacher, an entrepreneur and later a
polttictan, while her mother was o court
clerk who worked her way up b 8 mag-
strae. She saps “My mother worked in
the judicial system, she encouraged me
to study hard, to come back and join her
in the Judiciary"

Starting off from Oyugis Primary
School, Judith went on to join Asumbi
Girls High Schoal.

She has fond memories of the school
which instilled in her discipline and
integrity that have remained her key life
pilkars to date.

Despite passing well to seoure o sbot
at the umiversity, Judith’s dad thought it
wise tosend herout of the countrytogo
and stady, along with three of her sib
litgs.

She recalls: “From early life, my
Father entrusted me with a lot of family
responsibilities inchading being sent to
pay fees for my younger siblings and
senerally look out far them.™

Judith went to the University of
My=ore to study Bachelor of Arademic
Law, which she completed in 2005; then
did Bachelor of Laws, which she com-
pleted in 2007 and immediately started

ALOT OFVIOLENCE
ISHAPPENING
INTHESOCIETY
BECAUSE OF GENDER
INEQUALITY AND
THOSESEENNOTTO
BE SUBMISSIVE ARE
METWITHVIOLENCE

her Master of Laws, graduating in 2008

In India; from the shock of language
barrier, spicy food, arranged marriage,
woarnen pavirg dowry for their ushands
to the practioe of vegetarionksm, Judith
went through her studies leaming to
embrace divergent cultures

Coming back home, she joined the
Kenyn School of Law leading to her
mdmizsion tothe barin 2002 after which

shie lnnded her first job at Cuea, starting
off as an assetant lecturer in 2011 later
s a lecturer before being promoted to
head the private law department, a posk-
tiom she held for two vears before mony-
gt Jhatat in 2005, While still at JKuat,
Judith started her doctorate studies at
5t Augustine University of Tarzanin sue-
cessfully graduating in December 2017,
Her areas of academ’c interest inclode

jurisprudence, homanitarian law and
human rigghts law, Her legal background
got herinterested in the practice of human
rights at EACHRights, a regional NGO that
undertakes programmes iopromote, pro-
tect and enhance economic, social and
cultural rights for vulnerable nd margin
alized groups of people.

She aspires to make EACHRights the
largest child rights crganisation in Eastern
Afniea, with the requisite technical capac
ity to handle all that pertains to rights of
children. Her work at the child rights NGO
complements and enriches her teaching
work at the university.

“1 have published several academic
papers on human rights and social jstice
inchucking my thesis on rights of marginal
12ed and vulnerable groups,” she says.

She says that her father, who passed on
just two months before her PhD gradus
tion, instlled in her virtues, topofwhichis
splf-discpline and concemn for others, that
gudche her through life.

Her father owned a secondary school
whare he would educate children from
poor backgrounds free of charge; he was
also a women rights’ defender, a trait she
says she picked up. She believes all chil-
dren must be given equal opportunity in
life.

Lifie lesson

Orme thimg she learnt absout Life is that the
higgher one goes, the less crowded it gets
and exerthon can get vou to that space,

Looking at her Bfe, it comes as no sur
prise that she was part of the legal research
vearn inthe 2017 presidential eketion pet-
tions leading toa re-nun.

Being a low lecturer and a social ustice
adwocate does not present nmmch of achal
lenge, she says, as the two complement
each other.

Judith paints out that a lot has changed
in thewaorld of child rights much of witich
earlier, was held in the hands of parents
and guardians. She explains that children
are now empowered to know what their
rights ne.

Shi says: “At EACHRIghts, we have car-
riedout a campaignthat sensitise children
on what thelr school is supposed to look
like, the kindof teachers, dasses and infra-
structure they should have. We also advor
cate against FGM and child marriage
through policy influencing, research and
knowdedize management, and pulblic inter
est litigation.”

She warns that there is a need for sens
tisarion of commmities to know that chil-
drenare not passive players when violence
happens at home especially at this time of
Covid-19 which has seen increased vie-
lence cases.

“& lot of violence 3 happening in the
society bocause of gender inequality and
those seem not to be submissive are met
with violence,” she savs.

Regarding the re-opening of schools,
Judith insists that the best interest of the
child must be the key consideration, add
ing that while children remain at homse,
parents and teachers work together to
ensure this period s ot wasted

To mprove enroliment rates, she says,
the government should increase the budg
etary allocation to the education sector so
a8 toersurne better transition and comple-
tion rates. She adds that thiswas ene of the
wina of the school feeding programme,
which saw more children get enrolled in
sthoal.

During her free thme, Judith loves travel
ling, spending time with family, taking
photos, watching educative documenta-
ries, and cooking. She is marmed.

Her favorite quote is Oprah Winfrey's
“Passion s energy. Feel the power that
comies from focusimg on what eeeites yow"”
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EWORKLIFE with Lolita Bunde

How to look
mresentable

in virtual
"meetings

SIm’L' the outhreak of Covid-19, prople
have been asked to maintain social dis-
tance to help curb the spread of the
vires Mary are now working remotely and video
calls have become a popular way of commumnicat -
ing with collesgues, clients, family and friends.

As people embrace video technology as part of
communication, there ore etiquettes that need to
be observed. Image is everything and virtual
meetings should be taken sericusly.

Derek Bhanga, a personal branding and com-
murication consultant, saysit is impoartant to look
presentable during virtual meetings - especially
if you are working from homs, “It's important to
alwarys look your best, it doesn't matter what your
best version is. Looking presentable is about kook-
ing your best, this is regardless of having avideo
call with your codleagues or not, pajiamas and bath
mbes do not help with your productivity,” he says,

When you are having a zoom meeting with your
eollongues, it doesn't necessarily mean you put on
asuit mnd tie or have onyour sheathdress, It sim-
Py requeines you to look presentable. People nor-
mally make their judgments based on how you
ook,

Here are tips to help you ook presentable duar-
ing virtual meetings:

Get your lighting right

‘Whether vou decide to have the meeting in your
dining orenor on thie couch, ensure that the Hight-
ing is right. Good Bghting brightens vour face and
enhances your features making you presentable
tefore your colleagues. You don't want your col-
leagues or ciients seeing shadows of you or false
images, Set up your virtual office ina place witha

natural source of light, ke a window, This will
ensure the light s directly hitting your faoewith
no resultant sithooetting images.

For Bhanga, this ts the first thing to consbder
before setting up a video call: “Lighting is very
important, naneral front facing lght b5 key, setup
in place with enough natuml Gght. Do not hoard
yourself ina couchwhere your face won't be clear
to wour colleagues.”

‘While setting up the light, abways remember to
put your computer at eye level, This & photogra-
piy rudebsook 101, When the compaster or phone is
placed at & low angle, the images will come out
dark as lighting ks compromised.

Choosa the right background

Rackgrommnds play a big role in emphasising how
you present yourself during avideo call. You can
create professional backgroumds using some of
the video calling applications.

However if you cannot sccess these feanures,
yol can ensure your background & plain to avald
destructing your colleagues.

“You can have a rice picture inthe background,
or a flower to make it look presentable. Also meald
peeophe interfering during the video call,” Bbhangn
advises,

Additionatly, Bhanga says it is important to put
boumdaries when it comes to yourwork, It doesn't
look professional when you destruct your col-
leagues or clents during a meeting, *“You need to
stipulate how long your meeting will last and
request to hive your space while you work,” he
SANS.

I'na situation where you don't hawve to directhy
participate in o meeting, you can switch off your

video but have a profile picture for people to be
able to identify you. However, inthe case that you
are coordinating & meeting, your video needs to
e en because a lot of people base thelr fudge
ments an mmverbal communication.

Wi se¢ you smiling, frovwning, we can read
your gestures, It is important that we see you,
Unless you are part of a wedding, you don't haee
to have your fmage on. Have an image for the
brand you ane representing. It is good for people
o kenow you," says Bhanga,

Another important thing to note while making
video calls is tolearn how the applications work.

Learn how to mute audio or switch off the vid-
eos whan you are distracted. People will still be
able tosee you make faces and hear the things you
say i you donot know how the video ool you are
T wWarks.

Dvess appropriately

During video calls, whether with family mem-
Ivers or colleagues, you need to put onclothes that
are camera friendly.

Avoid fowered and printed shirts and hlouses.
These could easily distract the people you are
video-calling. Weartng a bright white or black
shirt may cakse your camera fo auto-adjust the
brightness and make it hard to see your face, go
for solid bold cofours.

For ladies, it would be best to tone down on the
Jewllery, Avold putting on chunky necklsces and
dangling earrings that will make notse when you
are moving around explaining something. Also,
chunky jewslry can easily distract people from
what you are saying.

Alsp avoid hairstyles that cover your face as this

can be districting, ensure you tie your hair up.
Ahways chieck your appearance prior to the video
call.

Get comfortable

Ensure your sitting position is comfortable
before making a video call,

Awnid changing seats from mom toreom durmg
avideo call as this showslack of preparedness on
wour part. Choose a single spot and moid fidgeting
during the call, this will be distracting to those
trying tolisten to you during the call.

Also, avoid slouching too close to the camera,
vour audio might come out too loud to the rest of
the callers. During video calls avoid using the com
puter microphone since the computer will be pidk-
ing nolse from your ervironment and this can
cause o kot of distraction to listeners.

It would be best to use earphomes {not head
phones ) since they are not too bulky on the face,

Prepare aset of things you want (o say to avokd
stuttering during the call. Similarly, be clear; do
noit shoat; and always have a notebook to jot down
points you might forget. Inother words, prepara
tiom is key.

Tip: Be mtentional with everything vou do, stay-
g im the house may not be every easy and some-
times you may wake up feefing like a mess, but do
somiething tolighten your day.

Make some coffee or go for a jog before setting
up for your video call, Be intentional with the
image youwant to present to vour colleagues, cfi
ents and the world, The internet never forgets.

“This arficle was first published an Eve Digital
fevewoman, eo.ke)
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‘Maria and the mirror

arla stood In front of her new mirror.
M Her face on the reflaction looked
sad. She tried smiling and making
funny faces, but har reflaction continued with
|ts sad expression. Surprised, she went off to
buy sweets, She came home happy. When
she looked in the mirror, herimage was
A still sad-looking. She played with her
favourite toys; same sad look in the
mirror,

“I think the mirror is broken,” she told her mum, then went
out to play.

On her way to the playground, she met a boy who was
crying. When sha asked him what had happened, the little
one told him that he had last his parents. Together they set
off in search of them. After much walking, thay found his
waorrled parents who were out looking for him.

By now, it was getting late, so Maria decided to head back
home. She went to her room, and passed in front of the
mirror. This time, her reflection was happy and radiant.

She understood that the mystery of that mirroris that it

reflects the true joy of Rose Kwamboka

its ownar.
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What’s Up?

Let’s Explore Space

When you look up at the sky at night, vou see the airand
stars and sometimes the moon and the brighter water found
planets, That s space, between the

Just last week, on May 30, two astronauts were  PIECES.
sent to the International Space Station inspace There Is
successiLlly. floating water in

Neil Armstrong was the first man to ever touch  SPaCce
the Moon's surface and walk anit in 1969, There may be

|ifie on Mars, OF all the planets in our
solar systermn (apart from Earth), Mars
Is the one most likely to be hospitable to
ife.
~ There are more stars In the universe than grains
: of sand on all the beaches on Earth,
. Billions and billions of stars.
L Wi know more about Mars and
 our Moon than we doabout
.. OLIr oCeans.

Space 5 completely silent, There s no
atmasphere in space, which means that sound
has no medium or way to travel to be heard,

One milllon Earths could fit inside the sun and
the sun is considered an average-size star

Iftwo pleces of the same type of ¥
metal touch in space they will i
permanently bond, This L
incredible fact is known
as cold walding and it

happens because the Wi always see the same
atoms of two side of the Moon, no
pleces of metal matter where we stand
have no way of on Earth. Whether we
knowing they are in Kenya or

are separate. b America, we ses the
This doesn't B same thing.

happen on i

Earth

because of

S ARAH NYANGWESO

e ] ‘a
=T
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BY VANSHI PATEL

Age:12

School: DHT-Kisumu Sanlor
Acacke my

Year: Seven

Hobhies: art

Ambition: Graphic designer

Come up with a funny or creative
captionfo
achance to get publishe
to ch

wordsundaydgmall.com.
g yourname and age.

the photo on the side for
. Submit it

out for awonderful trip to my vilage
This had come in the backdrop of the
President's adcrass (o the nation about the
immediate closure of schools, My haart
meited with joy ke butter exposed to heat
onreslising that | had aholiday in the offing
‘We enjoyed the eye-catching scenary on
ourway: besides, [t had been long since we
had had such trips, My biother, Ronk, wasin
cloud nina, his joy knowing no bounds
Mo sooner had we reached the vilage
than al my family members akghtedin
ecstasy. My grandpaments looked on in utter
diskekal, their mouths forrmirg anaat T
However, to me this moment was
the best thing since sliced
bread Despite all the above,
my randparents walcomed us
all with open anms. They
boldly showed us the way to
the house and we followed
therm, marching majestically. |
wias very optimistic for
spending a great time with
them, and 5o was my brother
Durirg our great period of
chitty chatter, my nose was
treated to the sizzling aroma
that was diffusing fromi the

I twas anauspicious day when we set

Family Fun Time

kitchen Time passed very guickly
and rmy aunt signaled us to the
dinirg table, Lo and bahold! She
presentad us with the sumptuous
relish delicacies she had prepared
for lunch -t was mouth-watering
indeed. This came as a blessing
because | had started feeling the
pangs of hunger. Wa munched the
delicious food joy written all over
our faces.

A maoment that | charishmaost
was finally at bay. My grandfather
surmrmoned us to ashade under
the trea With rmy sibding nodding in

appnoval, | took to my

Generation next 3

heets as fast as my feeble legs
could carmy me 50 as to get the
Best vigwing poirt. It was paliucd
that we were going to have a great
time. Grandpa treated ws to a lot of
tantalising storles that proved he
his mEmory was not only geat. it
wers briliant

this was; we freshenad upand took
dinnaer befome retiring to siumber land
My grandparents romised us a better
oo, | couddn't wait for dayboeak
These great encounters will never
evade my memaory

Like the adage that states that If youare 13 years and below,
al wark without play makes lack a write a creative story of
el by, we dlidnit have to walt far about 500 words based an
too long for him to ket usdo an ;ﬂm&h&ﬂhﬂﬂt
acthity. Can you magine my grand -
m u m calingus toplay dodge comforachance toget
bl with her? published. include your
What a playful name, age, phota, school,
time we had class, ambition and hobbies.
togather! This Add a phone number,
prompted me
to tell her that

when | grow up, |
would like to be
just ike her, Time
passad vary fast
Before | redlised
it, the weastern
horlzon was
painted orange
witha tint of purple
colour: the sun was
retiring to its abode.
What a long day

Compiled by Eric Wainaina

BOOK: Maomi in her New Schoal
AUTHOR: Joseph Maea Mulaka
Agood number of pupls would be noticeably
exited at the news of moving to a new school if
‘the new school happens to be prestigious, then
there is the ikelihood of same pupils fealing
mportant and telling all and sundry about it
Maomi, a Standard Six g bearns at a rural public
school. Her school does well in national exams
Whien ber close friend, Nila transfers to.a new
school that is better equipped with more
leaming faciktes and performs far much better
than her school Naomi tod langs to be maved
to the same school
Initially, Natmi's parents are reluctant o grant
her wish. But lter when they get corvinced
that a boarding school will afford ther
daughter more study time, they agree to
transfer her
This makes Naomi happy. When she finally
rrnes to Bora Acadermy, she is immersed
intoa new cuiture and meets pupls from

o= different walks of ife
i ; ‘What new experiences will she get from this
e Meikd
srsh HA top school?

=GEORGE OLWALOD
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Welcome Home

El VW B @KTNHome

o R
Monday - Wednesday

The story of the son of God,
sent into the world to bring life.

=

Watch us on BAMBA ], Dstv 272, GoTV 92, Zuku 12, Alldean 01, Azam & Continental STBs and Signet

Smart living

On a budget!!

How would you advice fellow Kenyans on wise spending
during this period?

Send us your and handles on
and we will post your article tagging you on
@ureportke @Ureportkenya
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styCe Cab

el — o B ot of

e e L _ &l . worship closed, how

SVIORDACRES IO s Nutint aiOne Jiml if & doyou use your chuxch
Pl B ‘£ going hours?

GEOFFREY ODHIAMBO

TIANNA ORIMBO,5
| just play with my friends and

when not playing games on
my mum's phone | draw
things.

Two are better
than one

SHANNAYA JANE, &

ASHLEY FAVOUR,13

Since our church has an
onling service, we follow the
church service with my family
members every Sunday.

DAVILLATREVOR

| read my Bible and watch
people pray in television
every A
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#spicesundaycruise spicefm.co.ke
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By Bella Kilonzo

e bmllakiloneo.com

CROSSWORD.
ACROSS
1 An insect related to the
grasshoppers
4 "Shangazi" in English
& Past tense of "meet"
7 A kingdom encircled by
South Africa
DOWN
1 "Food" in Kiswahili
2 An animal that meows
3 A design that is drawn on
someone's skin
5 A person who cares for the
S — sick 6 A fairy story
WAL G D0 G Qe CE IR T RINEES L OAAAGID  OLROEDT L IR0 T IR R IS L SS0H Y

woaer. bollaklonzo.com

:::1:
E
]
&




8 ceneration next

Art Attack with Agnes Mwandawiro

Materials Needed

SUNDAY, JUNE 72020 The Standard

Make an Eagle

Paper (Brown
& Yellow) »-,
g:ﬂ’s“o“ri ,/ 5 . Draw in the w . colour the
e - various parts N bird's head
Marker penjpencﬂ ;gfnnuth! hbeak. a By %11::3; '2"5‘1:2;'
set of claws and B £ the beak in
e the head. ¥ place to finish
and cut S
out the
8 g i N ey
body, as 6" B (
shown. wingson
g the sides A
of the r B . Stick
Draw body. —r the two
and cut :ﬂulzﬁright
out the . Have the below the
ok, | Motk s
and when ; i
for tﬂe drawing the s :hlgh;e;a\“ 2
wings. head of the — ers that are
Make two bird. = stickin
of these cut out the out at
different bottom.
parts.

THE
POLICE CHIEF
WILL SAVE

HEHEHE.
WHO'LL SAVE
YOU THIS TIME,

Kiopo?

— —F\‘ S

; HEHEHE
HOW WILL THAT
CRAZY QLD 60OAT e
SAVE YOUP 5
o

THIS TIME
I'LL LOCK YOuU
P I JAIL AND
THEOW AwWAY




