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Introduction
It has long been taught that reading more is the only way to improve your SAT
reading/writing score. While this may or may not be true, larger gaps in scoring can be
resolved by putting in the effort to read. However, certain books/reading materials
undeniably boost comprehension and fluency more than others. Look no further than
this guide for the best reading recommendations!

1 Books
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

The Call of the Wild by Jack London

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

The Great Gatsby by M. Scott Fitzgerald

2 Poetry
A Psalm of Life by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The Raven by Edgar Allen Poe

Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred Tennyson

O Captain! My Captain! by Walt Whitman

Ozymandias by Percy Bysshe Shelley

The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T. S. Eliot

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost

Invictus by William Ernest Henley

Still I Rise by Maya Angelou  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1885.Pride_and_Prejudice
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5479.Brave_New_World_Brave_New_World_Revisited
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4395.The_Grapes_of_Wrath
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1953.A_Tale_of_Two_Cities
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2956.The_Adventures_of_Huckleberry_Finn?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=ousEQqVQMd&rank=3
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1852.The_Call_of_the_Wild
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35031085-frankenstein
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52892857-the-color-purple
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4671.The_Great_Gatsby
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44644/a-psalm-of-life
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48860/the-raven
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45319/the-charge-of-the-light-brigade
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/45474/o-captain-my-captain
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46565/ozymandias
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/44212/the-love-song-of-j-alfred-prufrock
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44272/the-road-not-taken
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51642/invictus
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise
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The Economist 

The New York Times

The Wall Street Journal

South China Morning Post

The Awful German Language by Mark Twain

A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift

Advice to the Youth by Mark Twain

4

The Cask of Amontillado by Edgar Allan Poe

The Gift of the Magi by O. Henry 

My Lady Love, My Dove by Roald Dahl

Harrison Bergeron by Kurt Vonnegut

Little Girls Wiser than Men by Leo Tolstoy 

The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant 

Rikki-Tikki-Tavi by Rudyard Kipling 

Taste by Roald Dahl

A Lamb to the Slaughter by Roald Dahl

The Man and the Snake by Ambrose Bierce

Short Stories

Newspapers/Articles

Conclusion
While your SAT score might not improve in an hour or two, reading from the right
materials can indeed greatly boost your score. As opposed to math or writing, reading is
a skill that can’t be crammed: you must build it over time. Try implementing 30 minutes
- 1 hour of outside reading to your SAT practice daily! Sooner or later you will see your
SAT score increase dramatically. Best of luck and keep pushing yourself with your SAT
studying; you got this!

https://www.economist.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/
https://www.wsj.com/
https://www.scmp.com/
https://faculty.georgetown.edu/jod/texts/twain.german.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1080/1080-h/1080-h.htm
https://www.sevenoaksclassical.org/classical-ed/advicetoyouth
https://poemuseum.org/the-cask-of-amontillado/
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/1-the_gift_of_the_magi_0.pdf
https://lingualeo.com/en/jungle/my-lady-love-my-dove-by-roald-dahl-400781
https://www.tnellen.com/cybereng/harrison.html
https://www.marxists.org/archive/tolstoy/1885/little-girls-wiser-than-men.html
https://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/Neck.shtml
https://americanliterature.com/author/rudyard-kipling/short-story/rikki-tikki-tavi/
https://www.macrobertandcanals.com/larioja/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Taste_by_Roald_Dahl.pdf
https://theshortstory.co.uk/devsitegkl/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Short-stories-Roald-Dhal-Lamb-to-the-Slaughter.pdf
https://americanliterature.com/author/ambrose-bierce/short-story/the-man-and-the-snake/

