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@» CHURCHES OF THE REVELATION
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POINT OF
INTERPRETATION

AMILLENNIAL

HISTORICAL
PREMILLENNIAL

DISPENSATIONAL
PREMILLENNIAL

Description of
View

Viewpoint that the
present age of Chirrist's
rule in the church is the
millennium; holds to one
resurrection and judg-
ment marking the end
of history as we know it
and the beginning of life
eternal

Viewpoint that Christ will
reign on earth for a
thousand years following
His second coming;
saints will be resurrected
at the beginning of
judgment

Viewpoint that after the
battle of Armageddon,
Christ will rule through
the Jews for a literal
thousand years accom-
panied by two resurrec-
tions and at least three
judgments

Book
of Revelation

Current history written

in code to confound
enemies and encourage
Asian Christians;
message applies to all
Christians

Immediate application to
Asian Christians; applies
to all Christians through-
out the ages, but the
visions also apply to a
great future event

“Unveiling” of theme of
Christ among churches
iNn present dispensation,
also as Judge and King
iNn dispensations to come

Seven candle- Churches Churches, plus end-time
sticks (1:13) application
Seven stars Pastors Symbolizes heavenly or Pastors or saints
(1:16,20) supernatural character

of the church (some

believe refers to pastors)
Churches Specific historical Specific historical situa-
addressed situations, truths apply tions and to all churches

(chaps. 2—3)

to churches throughout
the ages; do not repre-
sent periods of church

history

throughout the ages;
shows progress of
churches’ spiritual state
until end of church age

Twenty-four
elders (4:4,10;
5:8,14)

Twelve patriarchs and
twelve apostles; togeth-
er symbolize all the
redeemed

Company of angels who
help execute God’s rule
(or elders represent
twenty-four priestly and
Levitical orders)

The rewarded church;
also represents twelve
patriarchs and twelve
apostles

Sealed book
(5:1-9)

Scroll of history; shows
God carrying out His
redemptive purpose in
history

Contains prophecy of
end events of chapters
722

Title deed to the world

144,000 (7:4-8)

Redeemed on earth
who will be protected
against God’s wrath

Church on threshold of
great tribulation

Jewish converts of tribu-
lation period who witness
to Gentiles (same as
14:1)

Great multitude
(7:9-10)

Uncountable multitude
in heaven praising God
for their salvation

Church, having gone
through great tribulation,
seen in heaven

Gentiles redeemed dur-
ing tribulation period
through witness of
144,000

Great tribulation
(first reference in
7:14)

Persecution faced by
Asian Christians of
John’s time; symbolic of
tribulation that occurs
throughout history

Period at end time of
unexplained trouble,
before Christ’'s return;
church will go through it;
begins with seventh seal
(18:1) which includes
trumpets 1—6
(S-2_14-20)

Period at end time of unex-
plained trouble referred to
iNn 7:14 and described in
chapters 11—18; lasts three
and a half years, the latter
half of seven-year period
between rapture and
miillernnitirm




POINT OF
INTERPRETATION

AMILLENNIAL

HISTORICAL
PREMILLENNIAL

DISPENSATIONAL
PREMILLENNIAL

“Star’ (9:4)

Personified evil

Represents an angelic
figure divinely commis-
sioned to carry out
God’s purpose

The leader of apostasy
during the great tribulation

Forty-two months
(11:2);1,260 days
C1:1:=3)

Indefinite duration of
pagan desolation

A symbolic number rep-
resenting period of evil
with reference to last
days of age

Half of seven-year tribula-
tion period

Two witnhesses
(11:3-10)

Spread of gospel in first
century

Two actual historical
persons at end of time
who witness to Israel

A withessing remnant of
Jews in Jerusalem
testifying to the coming
kingdom and calling
Israel to repent

Sodom and
Egypt (11:8)

Rome as seat of Empire

Earthly Jerusalem

VWoman (12:1-6)

True people of God
under Old and New
Covenants (frue Israel)

Indicates Israel, not
church; key is compari-
son with Gen. 37:9

Great red
dragon (12:3)

All views identify as
Satan

Manchild (12:4-5)

Christ at His birth, life
events, and crucifixion,
whom Satan sought to
Kill

Christ, whose work
Satan seeks to destroy

Christ but also the church
(head and body); caught
up on throne indicates
rapture of church

1,260 days (12:6)

Indefinite time

Symbolic number
representing period of
evil with special refer-
ence to last days of age

First half of great
tribulation after church
is raptured

Sea beast (13:1)

Emperor Domitian,
personification of
Roman Empire (same
as in chap. 17)

Antichrist, here shown
as embodiment of the
four beasts in Daniel 7

A new Rome, satanic
federation of nations that
come out of old Roman
Empire

Seven heads
C1.3=1)

Roman emperors

Great power, shows
Kinship with dragon

Seven stages of Roman
Empire; sixth was imperial
Rome (John’s day); last
will be federation of nations

Ten horns (13:1)

Symbolize power

Kings, represent limited
crowns (ten) against
Christ’'s many

Ten powers that will com-
bine to make the federa-
tion of nations of new
Rome

Earth beast
A=2=10)

Concilia, Roman body in
cities responsible for
emperor worship

Organized religion as
servant of first beast
during great tribulation
period; headed by a
false prophet

Antichrist, who will head
apostate religion, a
Jewish leader described
in Daniel 11:36-45 (some
identify as assistant to
the Antichrist)

Note: Postmillennialism is the vievvpoint that Christ’s reign on earth is spiritual
not physical. Christ returns after the millennium that is established by gospel

preaching.




@» MILLENNIAL PERSPECTIVE ON REVELATION, cont.

POINT OF
INTERPRETATION

AMILLENNIAL

HISTORICAL
PREMILLENNIAL

DISPENSATIONAL
PREMILLENNIAL

666 (13:18)

Imperfection, evil;
personified as Domitian

Symbolic of evil, short
of 777; if a personage
meant, he is unknown
but will be known at the
proper time

Not known but will be
known when time comes

144,00 on Mount
Zion (14:1)

Total body of redeemed in heaven

Redeemed Jews
gathered in earthly
Jerusalem during
millennial kKingdom

River of blood

Symbol of infinite pun-

Means God’s radical

Scene of wrath and

(14:20) ishment for the wicked judgment crushes evil carnage that will occur
thoroughly in Palestine
Babylon Historical Rome Capital city of future Apostate church of the

(woman—17:5)

Antichrist

future

Beast

Domitian

Antichrist

Head of satanic federa-
tion of nations of revived
Roman Empire; linked
with apostate church
(seventh head)

Seven mountains
(17:9)

Pagan Rome, which
was built on seven hills

Indicate power, so here
means a succession of
empires, last of which is
end-time Babylon

Rome, revived at end
time

Seven heads
(17:7) and seven
kings (17:10)

Roman emperors from
Augustus to Titus,
excluding three brief
rules

Five past godless
kingdoms; sixth was
Rome; seventh would
arise in end time

Five distinct forms of
Roman government prior
to John; sixth was imperi-
al Rome; seventh will be
revived Roman Empire

Ten horns (17:7)
and ten kKings
(17:12)

Vassal kings who ruled
with Rome’s permission

Symbolic of earthly
powers that will be sub-
servient to Antichrist

Ten kingdoms arising in
future out of revived
Roman Empire

Waters (17:15)

People ruled by Roman
Empire

Indicates complex
civilization

People dominated by
apostate church

Bride, wife (19:7)

Total of all the redeemed

The church; does not
include Old Testament
saints or tribulation saints

Marriage supper
(19:9)

Climax of the age;
symbolizes complete
union of Christ with His
people

Union of Christ with His
people at His coming

Union of Christ with His
church accompanied by
Old Testament saints and
tribulation saints

One on white
horse (19:11-16)

Vision of Christ’s victory
over pagan Rome;
return of Christ occurs
in connection with
events of 20:7-10

Second coming of Christ
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-0 Il

PREMILLENNIAL
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PREMILLENNIAL

Battle of
Armageddon
(19:19-21; see
16:16)

Not literally at end of
time but symbolizes
power of God’s Word
overcoming evil; princi-
ple applies to all ages

Literal event of some
Kind at end time but not
literal battle with military
weapons; occurs at
Chrrist’s return at begin-
Nning of millennium

Literal bloody battle at
Armageddon (valley of
Megiddo) at end of great
tribulation between kings
of the East and federation
of nations of new Rome;
they are all defeated by
blast from Christ’'s mouth
and then millennium
begins

Great supper
(19:17)

Stands in contrast to marriage supper

Concludes series of
judgments and opens
way for kingdom to be
established

Binding of Satan
(20:2)

Symbolic of Christ’s
resurrection victory
over Satan

Curbing of Satan’s power

during the millennium

Millennium
(20:2-6)

Symbolic reference to
period from Christ’'s first
coming to His second

A historical event,
though length of one
thousand years may be
symbolic, after
Armageddon during
which Christ rules with
His people

Al literal thousand-year
period after the church
age during which Christ
rules with His people but
especially through the
Jews

Those on thrones
(20:4)

Martyrs in heaven; their
presence with God is a
judgment on those who
Killed them

Saints and martyrs who
rule with Christ in the
the millennium

The redeemed ruling with
Christ, appearing and dis-
appearing on earth at will
to oversee life on earth

First resurrection
(20:5-6)

The spiritual presence
with Christ of the
redeemed that occurs
after physical death

Resurrection of saints
at beginning of
millennium when Christ
returns

INncludes three groups: (1)
those raptured with
church (4:1); (2) Jewish
tribulation saints during
tribulation (11:11); (3)
other Jewish believers at
beginning of millennium
(20:5-6)

Second death
(20:6)

Spiritual death, eternal separation from God

Second resurrec-
tion (implied)

All persons, lost and
redeemed, rise when
Christ returns in only
resurrection that takes
place

Nonbelievers, resurrected at end of millennium

New heavens and
earth (21:1)

A new order; redeemed earth

New Jerusalem
(21:2-5)

God dwelling with His saints in the new age after all other end-time events

New Jerusalem
21:10— 22:5)

Same as 21:2-5

Millennial Jerusalem from
which the world will be
ruled; the bride as well as
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