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Attheendthischapterlearnersshouldbeableto:
1.ExplainTypesofgovernments?
2.AnalysesStructureofagovernment?
3.DiscussThethreebranchesofthegovernment?

IntroductiontoPoliticalGeography:
Politicalgeographyisabranchofhumangeography(Thebranchofgeography
concernedwithunderstandingtheworld’scultureandhowitgeographicspace)that
studiesthespatialdistributionofpoliticalprocessesandhowtheseprocessesare
impactedbyonesgeographiclocation.Itoftenstudieslocalandnationalelections
,internationalrelationshipsandthepoliticalstructureofdifferentareasbasedon

geography.

StructureofGovernment:
Governmentcanbeclassifiedintoseveraltypessomeofthemorecommontypesof
governmentare:
1.Democracy:
thedemocracyliterallymeansrulebypeople.indemocracy,thepeoplegovern.
2.Republic:
Aliteraldemocracyisimpossibleinpoliticalsystem containingmorethanfewpeople.
all“democracies“arereallyrepublic.Inrepublic,thepeopleelectrepresentativesto
makeandenforcelaws.
3.Monarchy:
Amonarchyconsistofrulekingorqueen.Sometimesakingiscalledanemperor,
especiallyifthereisalargeempiresuchaschinabefore1911.Therearenolarge
monarchiestoday.theUnitedkingdom ,whichhasaqueen,isreallyrepublicbecause
thequeenhasvirtuallynopoliticalpower.
4.aristocracy:

Anaristocracyisrulebythearistocrats.aristocratsaretypicallywealthy,educated
people.manyMonarchieshavereallybeenruledbyaristocratstoday,typically,the
term aristocracyisusednegativelytoaccusearepublicofbeingdominatedbyrich
peoplesuchassaying,theUnitedstateshasbecomeanaristocracy.
5.Dictatorship:

Adictatorshipconsistsofrulebyonepersonoragroupofpeople.veryfewdictators
admittheyaredictators,theyalwaysclaimstobeleaderofdemocracies.
Thedictatormaybeoneperson,suchasCastroinCubaorHitlerinGermany,orgroup
ofpeoplesuchasthecommunistsPartyinChina.

6.DemocraticRepublic:
Usually,ademocraticrepublicisnotdemocraticisnotrepublic.
Agovernmentthatofficialcallitselfademocraticrepublicisusuallyadictatorship
.Communistdictatorshipshavebeenespeciallypronetousethisterm.

Forexample:NorthVietnam wastheDemocraticRepublic,Chinausesvariant,the
People’sRepublicofChina

BranchesofGovernment:
1.TheExecutive
2.TheJudiciary
3.Legislative
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mustelectanewpresidentwithinthirtydaysofthevacancyoccurring.ifthisdoesnot
happens,theactingpresidentmustdissolvestheNationalAssemblyandelectionmust
takeplace.

ActingPresident:
Ifthepresidentisoutofthecountryorunabletoperform his/herduties,thefollowing
people,inorderofpriority,arerequiretoserveasactingpresident:

1.TheDeputyPresident
2.Aministerdesignatedbythepresident
3.AministerdesignatedbytheCabinet
4.ThespeakeroftheNationalAssemblyuntilitelectonesofitsMembersof

parliament

PowerandFunctionsofthepresident:
Thepresidentisresponsiblefor:
 AppointingtheCabinet
 AppointingjudgesafterconsultingwiththejudicialservicesCommission
 Appointingthepublicprotector,theAuditor–Generalandmembersofthe

variouscommissionontherecommendationofparliament
 Appointingthemilitarycommandofthedefenseforce.
 Appointingcommissionofinquiry
 CallingspecialsittingsoftheHousesofparliament
 Callinganationalreferendum
 Receivingforeigndiplomats
 Declaringastateofnationaldefensewiththeapprovalofparliament

TheDeputypresident:
Thepresidentappointsthedeputypresidentfrom amongsttheMembersofthe
NationalAssemblyandmayalsodismisshis/her.thepresidentassignsparticular
powersandfunctionstotheDeputypresidentwhomustassistthepresidentinthe
runningofgovernment.

TheCabinet:
TheCabinetcomprisesthepresident,theDeputyandministerswhoareappointedby
thepresidentfrom theNationalAssembly.thepresidentassignspowersandfunctions
totheMinisterandmaydismissthem.

ResponsibilityofMinisters:
ThePresidentallocatesspecificresponsibilitiesknownasa“Portfolios”.toeach
ministertosupervisethereare26portfolios,andtheseare:

1.AgricultureandlandAffairs
2.Arts,culture,scienceandTechnology
3.Communication
4.Correctionalservices
5.Defense
6.Education
7.EnvironmentalAffairesandTourism
8.Finance
9.ForeignAffairs
10.Justiceandconstitutiondevelopment
11.Labour
12.Housing
13.Homeaffairs
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 TheConstitutioncourt
 TheSupremeCourtofAppeal
 ThehighCourt
 TheMagistratesCourts
 VariousotherCourts

TheconstitutionalCourt:
TheConstitutionalCourtisthehighestcourtforconstitutionalmatters.Thecourt
guaranteesthebasicrightsandfreedomsofallpersonsitsjudgmentsarebindingonall
organsofgovernment,includingParliament,thepresidency,thepoliceforce,thearmy
,thepublicserviceandallothercourts.

Itisalsotheonlycourtthatmaydecideupondisputesbetweenorgansofstateinthe
nationalandprovincialspheres.thedisputesmayconcern:
 Theconstitutionalstatus,powerorfunctionsofanyofthoseorgansofstate.
 Theconstitutionalityofanynational
 Theconstitutionalityamendmenttotheconstitution,
 Thepossiblefailureoftheparliamenttofulfilaconstitutionalobligation.
 Certifyingaprovincialconstitutional

SupremeCourtofAppeal:
TheSupremecourtofappealisthehighestcourtofappealexceptinconstitutional
mattersandmayheartonly.
 Appeal
 Issuesconnectedwithappeals
 Othermattersthatmaybereferredtoitincircumstancedefinedbyanactof

parliament.
Whenpeoplearenotsatisfiedwiththedecisionofahighcourt,theymaytakethe
matterfurthertothesupremeCourtofAppeal.

HighCourt:
HighcourtusedtobecalledSupremeCourtsandareprimarilyintendedformore
seriouscriminalandcivilcases.theymayhearsomeconstitutionalmatters–withthe
exceptionofthosemattersthatonlytheconstitutionalcourtmaydecide.

MagistratesCourt:
theyaretheusuallyentrypointforthemajorityofpeoplewhogotocourt.Therearetwo
kindsofmagistratecourtsRegionalCourtanddistrictcourts.Regionalcourtarehigher
inrankwhichmeanthattheyhearmoreseriouscasesthantheDistrictMagistrates
Courtandimposeheaviersentences.Magistratescourtsandothermaydecideonany
matterdeterminedbyanactofParliament.

OtherCourts:
Thesmallclaimscourts:whichlookatminorcasesinvolving.
TheElectoralcourt:whichdealswithelectoralissues,forexamplewhenthereisa
disputeamongpoliticalpartiesconcerningelections.
Thelabourcourt:whichdealswithissuespertainingtolabourrelations.
Thelandclaimscourts:whichdealwithmattersoflandredistribution.

TheLegislature:
Theterm legislaturemeansabodyofelectedrepresentativesthatmakeslaws.The
primefunctionoflegislatures,therefore,istoformulatedebateandpasslegislation
whichisneededforthegovernmentandthecountrytofunction.thelegislaturealso
providesaforum inwhichthepubliccanparticipateinissuesandwatchoverthe
Executivearm ofgovernment.
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Thejudiciaryconsistsofthecourtsandprocuracy.thejudgesandthemembersofthe
procuresareindependentwhenexercisingtheirjudicialfunctionsandguidedonlybythe
law.thecourtsoftheRepublicofSomalilandconsistof:SupremeCourt,theAppeal
CourtsoftheRegion,theRegionalCourts,theDistrictCourtsandthecourtofthe
NationalArmedForces.


