
1600's 2000's When to Use
Thou You (singular) The subject of a 

sentence or of a 
phrase. Thou art lovely.

Thee You (singular) The object of a 
sentence or of a 
phrase. I gave it to 
thee.

Thy Your (singular) Possessive, when the 
following word does 
NOT begin with a vowel
sound. Open thy 
mouth.

Thine Your/yours (singular) Possessive, when 
there's no following 
word in the sentence or
phrase, or when the 
following word starts 
with a vowel sound. 
What's mine is thine. 
Open thine eves.

Poetic Contraction or
Abbreviation

Modern English Word(s)

‘tis it is
‘twas it was
o’er over
ne’er never
ere before
e’en even
o’ of
an’ and
a’ all
wi’ with
hath has
doth does


