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TOPIC:

PERSECUTIONOFTHECHURCH

BibleText:2Timothy3:12

Teacher:AdewuyiS.Oluwatobi

Prayers

Thankyoufatherforanotheropportunitytolearnandreceivefrom youthisevening!
Openourheartsandremoveeverydistraction.InJesusNameIhaveprayed!

Study

BrethrenintheLord,tonightwewouldbeconsideringmattersrelatedtoourwalkwith
Christasrelatedtothetimewearepresentlyandtheperiodweareheadingtowards.It
wouldbeoutofplacetoclaim ignoranceofwhattheworldisgoingthroughcurrently,
lasttime,welearntaboutenduranceduringtheselastdays.Sotonight,wewanttogo
intoanotherscopeofthesehappeningsevenasitwasintheearlyChurch.

2Timothy3:12KJV

Yea,andallthatwilllivegodlyinChristJesusshallsufferpersecution.

WhatisPersecution?

Itistheconditionofbeingpersecuted,harassed,orannoyedforthesakeofChrist.Itis
theactofbeingfrustratedforassociatingoneselfwithChrist.Itistheattitudeoffacing
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suffering,attacks,andbeinghatedforproclaimingChristboldly.Persecution,isnota
newwordtochristianswhoreallyunderstandthebasisoftheirfaith.However,wehave
twokindsofpersecutions,whichare;

Godlypersecutions

Ungodlypersecutions

GodlyPersecution

Thisistheonethatconcernsusthemostaschristians,lookingatourtext2Timothy
3:12Yea,andallthatwilllivegodlyinChristJesusshallsufferpersecution.Believers
havetoknowthattheirpersecutionshavealottodowiththeirgodliness,themoreyou
livegodlythemoreyouarepersecuted.Ifasachristianwehaveneversuffered
persecution,itmeansthatwehavenotbeenlivingtherightkindoflifewhichChrist
Jesuscommanded.ThereasonforthisisthatthelifeofagenuinechildofGodisin
totaloppositiontothewaysoftheworld.Andbecauseofthis,believershaveconstant
disagreementswiththeunfruitfulworksofdarkness.Thebiblesaysin2Corinthians
6:14thatBeyenotunequallyyokedtogetherwithunbelievers:forwhatfellowshiphath
righteousnesswithunrighteousness?andwhatcommunionhathlightwithdarkness?
becauseofthis,saintsarehated,andwouldbetriedandtested.

Let'srealizethatifwemustmakeheaven,sufferingforChristisinevitable,itmust
surelycome,therearedifferentwaysthesewouldhappen.ButtheLordiswaitingtosee
thosewhowouldbefaithfultoHim,eventotheendoftime.Infactthedayyoumakea
resolutiontostartlivingalifeoftotaldevotionstoGodisthedaythedevilwouldsend
thosewhowouldpersecuteyoutoyou.It'sjustlikewhenentouragesarebeingattached
toanewlyelectedpresident,theyhavetofollowhim whereverhegoes,nomatterwhat,
justtoprotecthim,butforthiscasehere,itistheopposite,hewantstomakesurewe
endupwithhim indestruction.Therefore,theearlierwerecognizethisfact,thebetterit
isforus.WeshouldnotcountsufferingforChristaslost,no,thereisnoonewho
enduresforChrist'ssakethatwillnotberewarded,youwillcertainlybemadetosuffer
becauseofyourreligiousstand.Prepareforit.SeewhatPetersaidin1Peter4:13that"
Butrejoice,inasmuchasyearepartakersofChrist'ssufferings;that,whenhisglory
shallberevealed,yemaybegladalsowithexceedingjoy."

ToamanwhoisnotwalkingintheSpirit,rejoicinginsufferingisfoolishness,butasfor
us,wehavechosentobelieveandgetassociatedwithChrist'ssufferingssothatwe
wouldgetglorifiedatlastforustogaineternaljoy.

Whydowehavetofacepersecutions

1.Wearenotofthisworld:Untilwecometotheknowledgeofthetruththatour
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citizenshipisnotofthisworld,wewouldalwaysbepainedwhenpersecuted.Thisisjust
likewhenacoloredmanfindshimselfinaracistcommunity,whatdoesheexpectto
happentohim?Shouldhebesurprisedofwhyheisbeingtreatedlikeacanoftrash?No,
heshouldhaveexpectedthat.John17:14Ihavegiventhem thyword;andtheworld
hathhatedthem,becausetheyarenotoftheworld,evenasIam notoftheworld.
Christiansdonothavethesame(spiritual)bloodwiththeworld,weareheirsofthe
kingdom,theworlddoesnotrecognizeus,sotheywillneverbepleasedwithusforour
familybackgroundisfrom abovenotliketheirswhichisfrom beneath.Don'texpect
peopletobeniceandtreatyougoodbecauseyouareniceandtreatingthem goodand
alsolivingagodlylife.It'sjustlikeyouexpectingalionnottoeatyoubecauseyoudon't
eatlions.

2.TheworldhatesChrist:theworldhatesChristsomuch.John15:25Butthiscometh
topass,thatthewordmightbefulfilledthatiswrittenintheirlaw,Theyhatedme
withoutacause.theyhatedChristwithoutanyreason.ButforuswhofollowChrist,we
havetolearntoliveamidstthosewhohateusandstilllovethem,butnevershouldwe
jointhem intheirwickedness.Theypersecuteusbecausedarknesshateslight.John
3:19Andthisisthecondemnation,thatlightiscomeintotheworld,andmenloved
darknessratherthanlight,becausetheirdeedswereevil.Thescripturesmakesusto
understandthatwearethelightoftheworld,andsinceanythingdoneinthesecretwill
bemadeclearbylight,theworldmustthereforehateusbecausewewouldalways
exposeitsevildeeds/works,thatiswhyasachildofGodifdarknessstillreigns
whereveryouare,yoursalvationisquestionable.

IftheworldhatedChrist,thenberestassuredthatyouasChrist'slike,youwillcertainly
facethesamething.

John15:18Iftheworldhateyou,yeknowthatithatedmebeforeithatedyou.

ButinalltheseRomans8:35saysWhoshallseparateusfrom theloveofChrist?shall
tribulation,ordistress,orpersecution,orfamine,ornakedness,orperil,orsword?what
shouldbelieversallowtoseparatethem from Christ?It'stimeforustowakeuptoevery
risingchallengesasregardtoourfaith,andnotbesoonshakenbythewilesofthedevil.
Persecutioncomeindifferentways,becauseofourtime,wewouldnotbeabletogo
intothat.Butwehavetobeawarethat,anysufferingwepassthroughforChristwillbe
rewarded,andbecauseweseekforarewardwhichiseternalandincorruptible,we
thereforestrivetoendure.

Verysoontherewouldbeaturnaroundintheworld,whichwouldcallforworldwide
persecutionofthesaints,wemustlearntostandfirm wemustlearnnottodenyChrist
inanyway,thetruthisthatit'snoteasythat'swhywemustriseuptothedefenseofour
faithatanypointintime.Whatifwearebeingtortured,beaten,stabbed,stoned,
molested,andbroken,whatwouldbeourresolutions?Allthesethingscanonlybedone
toourphysicalbodiesnotoursouls,thescripturessaysinLuke12:4AndIsayuntoyou
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myfriends,Benotafraidofthem thatkillthebody,andafterthathavenomorethatthey
cando.let'smakeupourmindsthateventhoughourphysicalbodiesarebeingkilled
wewouldnotloseourspiritualone(soul)becauseMatthew16:25Forwhosoeverwill
savehislifeshallloseit:andwhosoeverwilllosehislifeformysakeshallfindit.

MayweallfindourlivesinChrist.
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