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Course Goals

By the end of the course, students must be able to do the following:

· Define evangelism.

· Grasp the need for evangelism.

· Know the different types of evangelism.

· Understand the various principles of evangelism and be able to apply them in accordance to the type of evangelism.

· Teach the church the need for evangelism.

· Train others to evangelise using the principles learnt.

· Give relevant advice to aspiring evangelists and evangelistic teams

EVANGELISM

Noun – evangelion (Greek. Eungelion) – good news

          - evangel   - gospel

Verb - evangelizomai – publish or proclaim the good news. (Evangelise)

Definition 

- It is an act of proclaiming/publishing/heralding the good news of Jesus Christ in the power of, and anointing of the Holy Spirit, with the intention that men and women come and trust Christ for salvation and follow Him in the fellowship of the Church.

Evangelism is the church’s number one job. Jesus the Son of God became the Son of Man i.e. incarnation; so that we the sons of men might become the sons of God.

He requested the disciples to “pray that the Father may increase labourers in His vineyard because the harvest is plenty but the labourers are few.” Matthew 9:37-38. This is the backbone of evangelism.

N.B: The gospel must be Christ centred because one’s experience on how he met the Lord will determine how one lives in the church.

-Pentecostal evangelism is more than just proclaiming the truth. Evangelistically speaking, evangelism is not the end in itself, but it is the means to the end.

- Evangelism is the persuasion of sinners to accept Christ as Lord and to become responsible, reproductive members of a local church. It is not only passing objective information. We as Pentecostal preachers preach for a verdict and we expect results.

-Pentecostal evangelism is not Universalism. Universalists say the purpose of evangelism is to inform people that that they are already saved. Their doctrine says, “All are saved” but we say people must be saved.

-Evangelism is the Good News of Deliverance over and against the bad news that humanity is bound and under the oppression of sin. The bad news is that man cannot do anything to alter his state, but the Good News is that Jesus came to deliver humanity from the power dominion and punishment of sin. Unless therefore man comes to Christ and trusts Him for salvation, he is bound for eternal doom.

The Good News therefore is deliverance, forgiveness and healing.

-Pentecostal Evangelism involves confrontation. It is the conveyance of truth on encounter. It is marked by aggressiveness and persuasiveness. That is the spirit in which Jesus announced the Great Commission. Acts 26:19-32.

Biblical Basis or Foundation for Evangelism.

We as Pentecostals have realised redemption as the central purpose in God in the scriptures and evangelism as the comprehensive method for fulfilling that purpose. Our literal Biblicism causes us to aggressively obey the Great Commission passages in the Bible.

-Acts 1:8 is one of our golden texts in our style of evangelism. – The coming of the H/S on believers makes evangelism possible/effective. Acts 2:1-4 and Luke 24:48-49 are vital and pivotal in evangelism.

Evangelism must be taken to be the primary reason for the baptism in the H/S. This is to say evangelism was the major reason for Holy Spirit baptism (including the operation of the gifts of the Spirit). 

TYPES OF EVANGELISM

1. PERSONAL EVANGELISM (SOUL WINNING/WITNESSING)

2. PRESENCE EVANGELISM (INFORMAL)

3. TRACT EVANGELISM 

4. SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

5. MAGAZINE EVANGELISM AND ADVERTISING

6. MASS EVANGELISM

Motivation 

– Why do we evangelise? 

1. It is a sense of participation in what is in the heart and nature of God. The nature of God is to redeem 

    i.e. buy back. God became flesh because He wanted to die for man’s sins. This is what we call

   “Kinsman Redeemer”. 1 Timothy 2:3-6. God wants all man to be saved Luke10:2, Matthew 9:18, 

    Rev 5:9.

2. We believe that an act of evangelism is one of the primary steps of obedience in Christian

    discipleship. Matthew 28:19-20. One’s love to God is measurable in his/her obedience to God.

    Paul’s attitude – 1 Corinthians 9:16-17.   Woe/Cursed – (an expression of grief) is to me if I don’t

    preach the gospel. We are watchmen and have a mandate to preach to all people. If we don’t, their 

    blood will be required upon our hands. Romans 1:14-17 – Converts must begin to witness to others. 

    We are saved to serve.

3. Mankind is lost and under judgement of eternal punishment unless reached with the Good

    News. There is eternal punishment for the wicked and eternal life for the righteous. Ezekiel 18:4. 

    2 Thessalonians 1:7-8

4. The imminent return of Christ and the end of the ages. There is an eschatological agency in 

    evangelistic theology and Pentecostal practice. Christ cometh soon Romans 13:11

5. Crowns- shall be received for the work done. Philippians 4:1. Joy is for now and crowns are for 

    the life to come.

Any spiritual church/individual will evangelise. Evangelism will fail if it doesn’t grow up from the integrity and spiritual vitality of a local congregation. Sadly, a terrible misconception has gripped the church hence people’s progress and success is being assessed by how much tithes they are bringing and not how many souls they have brought to Christ thus missing the objective purpose of the death on the cross. 

* Evangelism is both an offensive and defensive weapon. If you want to live long, win souls.

   Psalm 118:17, Ephesians 6:15.

Motivation of the N.T. Church

1. The preached boldly and fearlessly because they were filled with the H/S. Acts 2:1-4.

2. They prayed for boldness Acts 4:29.

3. They were determined to obey God. Acts 5:29. Mark 1:17, Acts 1:8, Mark 16:16-81. 

    Matthew 28:18-20. The four aspects of love fired them into action.

The gospel Platform

The gospel platform (evangelism) goes beyond the borders of the church, village, city, country or continent. It must extend all over the world. 

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world.”

John 12:32, “And if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself.” 

Matthew 28:19, “Make disciples of all nations...”

- All nations

- All races

- Both sexes

- Educated and illiterate

- Able or disabled. e.t.c.

Who Should Evangelise?

1. Every believer should, according to Acts 8:4. The early church history tells us that; – by 300 A.D. 

    they had reached all parts of the Roman Empire with the gospel. They managed to touch the 

    Government and had a Christian Emperor. They crossed seas, deserts and rivers preaching. All this 

    was made possible because all participated and were involved.

2. Ministers should train laymen to evangelise because they can’t do it alone. Ephesians 4:11-

   13. People must know how to present the gospel to the sinner in a simplified manner.

· The devil makes people to be indifferent and grow cold. The other thing is that he can cause people to consider the numbers of the respondents. This is all aimed at distracting the Great Commission.

3. Evangelism is more caught than taught. An on the job training is more effective. Training a

    soul- winner is better than winning a soul. Jesus used this method. It is very effective.

· Spiritual multiplication is possible if converts are turned into evangelists and disciples into disciplers.

4. The church must be prepared for evangelism and this is done through Bible teaching. The gifts of the  

    Spirit must operate through the fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22.

· When people stop winning souls, they start to malign and backbite each other in the church.

Message In Evangelism – Points to Emphasize

1. Man  - Man is a sinner and can’t do anything to change his state. Romans 3:9-19, 23. Sin, 

              by virtue of being descendants of Adam, is the root of all sorrows. Deal with the sin

              as the root/basis of all things.

                               Death

        SIN                Diseases

                                Poverty

                                e.t.c.

Salvation is from sin. Deal with the root and not the branches. Genuine converts come from preaching salvation as a shift/move from sin.

2. God – God is holy and loving. He loves the sinner but hates sin. Prov. 15:9 Rom 5:8.

               That’s why He sent His Son as the solution. He wants everyone to be saved. 1 Timothy 2:3-4.

3. Jesus – Jesus is God. John 1:1, 14. Explain that God became flesh to die for sins. Explain the issue of

               scapegoats of the O.T. Don’t forget to explain that He rose from the dead for our justification. 

               Rom. 4:25, 10:9-10, 1 Cor. 15:1-4. In all my preaching in evangelism, I must exalt Jesus.

               Even when ministering to those of other religions, I mustn’t put down their god but simply lift 

               up my God. Tell them what God can do and this is the time that He proves Himself true 

               through signs and wonders. Acts 8:5-13. Phillip just preached Christ and He (Christ), through 

               the power of the H/S did the rest.  

4. Grace – Salvation is not by works but it is a gift from God that comes by His grace Romans 6:23, 

               Ephesians 2:8-9. Heaven is a free gift from God.

5. Faith –Explain saving faith as the only basis of acquiring salvation. John 1:12, John 3:36, 

               Acts 4:12, 16:31. Romans 10:13.

6. Commitment –The believer must commit him/herself to God in order to receive eternal life. Acts 2:21.

7. Assurance of salvation –Emphasize the love of God. John 6:47, 2 Cor. 5:17, Rom. 5:8. 

The Heart of the Gospel

-1 Corinthians 15:1- 4.

(i) Christ came into the world – Incarnation: Explain the purpose of. 1Tim. 3:16.

(ii) Christ died for us – Explain the purpose of His death.

(iii) He rose from the dead. Romans 4:25, 10:9-10.

· Make sure you emphasize the work of the cross before its benefits in salvation. Speak about the King and the Kingdom. Ensure that you exalt Christ. 2 Cor. 4:5. Don’t hammer other people’s religions but exalt Christ. John 12:32. 

Types of evangelism

1. PERSONAL EVANGELISM

- Here, an individual ministers/shares the gospel to another individual face to face.

If properly implemented, it results in strong believers. Furthermore, it is an easy, cheap, quite and very effective way of salting the city.

- Love and compassion coupled with the right method will bring results and effectiveness in bringing the gospel to our neighbours, friends and even those we meet at work places and as we travel along the way.

Method – how to do it.

1. Emphasize the:

a) Consequences of sin

b) Love of God

c) Benefits of salvation

- Give attention to scriptures that make one aware that he/she is a sinner and needs salvation e.g. Romans 3:10, 23, 6:23, John 3:3, 16-18, 36 e.t.c.

* Never force a person to be saved, make sure you convince them to need to repent.

2. Be clear and simple.

a) Know the basic outline of the gospel

b) Quote relevant scriptures to substantiate what you are saying.

c) Give a clear illustration to clarify your message.

3. Five principles/Laws of Personal Evangelism
- Case Study – Jesus and the Samaritan woman. John 4:7-26 

i. Attention – Jesus began where she was and caught her attention. Vs.7-9.

ii. Interest – Jesus caught her attention and kept her interest. Vs.10-12.

iii. Desire – Jesus made her to desire what He had. Vs. 13-15

iv. Conviction – By word of knowledge given by the Spirit, Jesus caused conviction to come upon the woman. Vs.16-19. This illustrates the importance of the word of knowledge and the prophetic word.

v. Commitment – Jesus presented her with a decision to make. Vs.26. “I am He”. We must always bring people to a point of decision.

The use of testimony.

1. Begin with your past life before you were born again. Even when born in a Christian family, one must have come to a point of making a decision.

2. Tell them how you came to Christ.

3. ...how Jesus is changing your life.

N.B. Don’t emphasize on No. 1. but on 3. Emphasize on the positive benefits of eternal life rather than the negative past i.e. what eternal life means to you.

i. It gave me joy, peace. e.t.c.

ii. Christian fellowship and friendship. This is a basic human need. People must know that God creates

    friendship and fellowship  

iii. God gives love. Explain the love of God to him, which is given through people.  

iv. He forgives and relieves us from the sense of guilt.

v. You received a new perspective of life.

Objections to the gospel

Attitude in handling objections

1. Avoid argument

2. Maintain a positive attitude.

3. Make the prospect free to bring out (project) their inner feelings.

- As you deal with an objection, you are clearing a block to receiving Christ.

Methods of handling objections

1. Postpone – Decide whether to answer the question or postpone it.

2. Answer quickly any question asked, have an answer on your fingertips.

Common objections

1. What of those who died and never heard the gospel? – Answer or postpone. Rom. 2:11-16.

2. Religion is for the poor, the uneducated and the women and children. John 3:16, Rom.3;23.                       

3. Hell is not real. Luke 16:19. People say there is no hell because they are afraid of it.

4. I will repent but not today. Heb. 4:7, Luke 12:13-21. 2 Corinth. 6:2.

5. I will think about it. – There are only two choices; either to receive Jesus or not. Choosing to think 

    about it is choosing not to receive Him.

6. I will lose my friends. Luke 14:25-27. Matthew 16:26. With Christ, conditions of discipleship are 

    rigid. It’s more costly not to be saved than to lose a friend.

7. I am too great a sinner. Isaiah 1:18, 1 Tim. 1:15. Acts 2:21. 1 John 1:9. Cite possible testimonies to

    convince the candidate.

8. I am afraid I will be ridiculed if I repent. Matt. 5:11-12. 1 Corinth. 1:18. Prov. 29:25. Matt. 10:32.

9. There are too many hypocrites. Matt.7:21. John 6:68. Heb 12:2. Christians are not perfect

    but are being made perfect. Also, Christianity may be counterfeited.

    Everyone including you will give an account of his life 2 Corinth.5:10, Rev. 20:12.

10. I have committed the unpardonable sin. Matthew 12:12-32. Blaspheming against the H/S is ascribing

      to the devil the true manifestations of the H/S. Acts 17:30, John 6:37.

11. I have tried but it has never worked. - Ask questions like; – Had you been really born again? Did you 

      forsake your own works? Did you attend a Bible believing church? Where you baptised in the H/S?

      How often have you prayed? Luke 18:1-.

12. I am doing my best. You will find some people with this kind of reasoning, but the best man’s best is 

      failure in God’s sight. Isaiah 64:6. Our works do not form a basis for acceptance before God. 

      Ephesians 2:8-9. Galatians 2:16. 

Other things to note.

1.Carry a small Bible that fits in a pocket or a small bag.

2. Dangle the bait before the prospect. Don’t shove the hook through his throat.

3. Listen to the prospect. Be a good listener. Don’t dominate. Allow him to ask questions.

4. Be presentable. Don’t be untidy and, always ensure that you have combated body and mouth odours.

5. Smile – It’s difficult to win a person to Christ if you have a “policeman face”.

6. Don’t attempt to deal with more than one soul at a time. Get your prospect alone, or else he/she will 

    never open the heart to you and disclose his/real difficult. 

7. Avoid argument at all costs, for you may be sidetracked from your main objective.

8. Always attract the prospect’s attention to the Lord and not to yourself.

9. Don’t, as a rule; deal with persons of the opposite sex. If possible, hand them over to someone of the

    same sex.

10. As much as possible, people of the same class or profession must witness to each other unless there 

      are exceptions.

11. Don’t rely on your own ability, powers of persuasion and knowledge of the scriptures but depend

      constantly upon the H/S to wield His Sword.

12. Texts and illustrations must be kept minimal. Have three or four texts which reveal the need and the

      remedy, with one or two pertinent illustrations. But always answer difficulties from the Word rather

      than from experience.

13. After witnessing, leave them with something to read.

14. If he/she has repented, give them the book entitled; The New Believers Guide.

15. When one doesn’t give his/her life to Christ, make your exit sweet because the prospect has not 

      rejected you but the gospel. Also remember that reaping is until the end.

* Develop a life of witnessing. When you see a sinner, be willing to share the gospel.

Prayer in Witnessing.

Pray for:

- Boldness to take up opportunities to witness.

- God to prepare the hearts of those to be witnessed.

- Devine appointments. If you do so, God will lead you to the right people i.e. Peter to Cornelius, Phillip 

  to the Ethiopian eunuch.

- As you witness, pray inside you to break the bondage over the prospect. 2 Cor. 4:4. This is why it is

   best to witness in pairs. (A crowd may annoy the prospect). One may pray as one does the speaking.

Anointing in Witnessing.

Pray for anointing in witnessing.

- Anointing is not only for pulpit or service preaching. As a witness of Christ, one must be anointed for 

   the job. People must see God in you.

- You must know the sinner’s prayer. Though in different forms, it must be based on Romans 10:9-10. 

   Emphasize that a person must have Christ in Him. John 14:23, Rev. 3:20.

2. PRESENCE EVANGELISM 

- This is an informal type of evangelism. The presence of God in and around the life of the evangelist will convict sinners without saying a word. This type of evangelism comes about by continual fellowship with the Lord and spending time in His presence. God rubs His nature on an individual in such a unique way that looking at a sinner will cause him/her to feel guilty and sense the need of repentance.

- Such were the experiences of great men of God, the likes of: Smith Wiggleswoth, Charles Finney, D.L. Moody, Kathryn Khulman and others.

3. TRACT EVANGELISM

-  This is whereby tracts are used spread the gospel. These are small pamphlets with the gospel written in a simple and straightforward manner. They can be printed in a local language familiar with the majority of the people around.

1. Distribute tracts as you move around if you don’t have time to witness.

2. Tracts can be used as complements (support) to personal evangelism.

3. You can leave a tract before you continue with your discussion the next day. A tract can be followed up sometime later. It is easier to witness to someone who has read your tract because you have somewhere to start from.

4. Distribute tracts in the streets, letter boxes and post office boxes

5. Include your telephone number and address in the tract.

6. Give an outline of the gospel and the sinner’s prayer in the tract. The gospel outline must be very simple.

4. SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

- Organise social functions like dinners, tea parties, braai, and couples’ fellowships e.t.c. You can 

   as well arrange “fellowships” in general. Make sure each departmental ministry hosts such 

   fellowships.

- You can organise age group or profession functions. Have one believer of that group present to

  the others the gospel (or any seasoned evangelist). 

- Utilise functions like weddings, kitchen parties, garden parties, funerals, graduation functions

   and birthday parties to present the gospel.

- Organise music concerts and present the gospel.

- Be well known in the community. Go even to their social and political functions.

N.B. The effectiveness of all functions depends on the how part of the advertising and planning.

5. MAGAZINE EVANGELISM AND ADVERTISING
Magazines can as well be used to spread the gospel.

- You can launch a magazine or church bulletin.

This should include

a) Healing testimonies.

b) Deliverance and special cases of salvation.

c) Articles that clearly explain salvation.

d) Services offered by your church to the community.

e) Church calendar and timetables. Don’t forget to include your location.

- You can use the press to advertise, i.e. television, radio and newspapers. 

6. MASS EVANGELISM

-This is evangelism on a comprehensive scale and the gatherings are otherwise known as crusades.

Here, an evangelist or a team of evangelists gather scores of people to hear the gospel in stadiums, halls and even church buildings. Because of the vastness of the audience, Public Address Systems are used. This makes mass evangelism very expensive because a lot of money is invested in purchasing these and in the logistics involved in staging such.

-Besides the moving evangelistic teams, a local church can also use this type of evangelism for its outreach programmes, provided they can finance the purchase of the P.A. System and the transportation of both the P.A. and the team usually involved in the engineering, singing and playing of musical instruments.

If properly conducted, mass evangelism can bring scores of souls to Christ in a single moment.

Mass Evangelistic Team requirements

1. Personnel

-This is of course the primary and greatest requirement.

The team must have the following people;

a. The Evangelist(s)

b. Team Manger

c. Team technician

d. Forerunner/s

e. Team Pastor(s)/teacher(s)

f. Intercessors (Prayer partners)

g. Musicians. (Vocalists, keyboard and guitarists e.t.c.)

h. Ushers and counsellors (These may be chosen locally if the church is already established).

i. Secretary and/or treasurer.

2. Food and shelter (Tents)

3. Musical instruments and P.A. System.

4. Transport (Reliable) – Preferably team vehicle.

5. Posters and handbills.

6. Generator (For remote rural areas and emergency blackouts).

General Hints for a Team.

Prayer

- The team must pray together to ensure oneness and combined effort in battle. As the word crusade suggest, staging a campaign is staging a battle. It is required therefore that the soldiers be ready and united lest the enemy finds loopholes and defeat the cause. Members may set aside time to pray and fast prior to the intended campaign.

The responsibilities of:

a) The Team Manager: - This is the person responsible of the entire necessary organisation pertaining to the team. He sets the trend and arranges the programme, which the team should adopt. He acts as the overall head of the team and ensures that everyone is doing his task and is happy in carrying out the task. This must not be done by the evangelist (s) who must spend time in prayer and in study to enrich themselves for the battles.

b) The forerunners: – They must go before the team as their name suggest. These are the diplomats of the team. Their job, if well done will ensure the team’s success. They go ahead to spy the place of the battle. They are the permission to hold the crusade from the local authorities or chiefs, book the venue if needed be; and advertise the crusade by hanging posters and distributing handbills. They may also need to train the ushers and counsellors if the place already has people qualified for these jobs.

c) The Team Technician: - This person ensures that the P.A. System and all musical instruments are in good working order prior to the tour.

d) Team Teachers/Pastors: - These people have the greatest job of conserving the harvest. After the campaign, teachers and pastors must remain at the venue for a week or two. They must provide the necessary counselling to the new believers and ensure that the new believers are baptised and are grounded in the truth. Even if there is a local pastor, these are needed for he may not be able to do it alone since these converts are usually large in number.

e) Ushers and counsellors: - The ushers and counsellors are very important people and they play an integral part during the gatherings. Ushers are usually the first people those coming to the crusade meet. They must welcome people coming to hear the gospel in such a way that would cause these people to feel comfortable and loved. They must be tactical in approach and must be always alert for possible interruptions to the smooth flow of the meeting. The ushers always help the hesitant people find their way up to the front whenever an altar call is made. The counsellors likewise need to occupy the front positions and ensure that they get into contact with everyone who would have received Christ. If possible, as much as the situation would allow, they must give an on-the-spot counsel to the new converts and also ensure that they have the converts’ details i.e. the name, address, sex, age group and telephone number if any. This can be done by the use of decision cards that may also include information like whether the convert would like to be visited by the pastor and whether he/she has problems or prayer requests e.t.c. 

f) Intercessors: - Though usually they don’t appear on the public, the intercessors make the heart beat of every outreach and evangelistic campaign. They are involved in the greatest job of prayer. They implore God on behalf of the team and those to hear the gospel. They must scale the heavenly places and pull down strongholds and principalities and powers and break every bond opposed to the gospel. They are to supplicate and intercede for the entire team and also the evangelist who must deliver the message. The intercessors’ job must begin prior to the campaign, continue during the campaign and overlap to the time after the crusade for the conservation of the harvest.

g) Secretary and/or treasurer: - According to the set up these can be two separate individuals or one person can do both jobs. The main focus on these has to do with the finance of the team. They are tasked with the coffers of the team and must keep all records of income and expenditure. Finance is one of the sensitive areas in any organisation and it is required that an evangelistic team be open on finance matters. Where there are allowances, they must be distributed transparently. 

Evangelism and Miracles.

Miracles, signs and wonders are supernatural manifestations that usually follow the evangelistic campaign. Everyone involved in evangelism must pray for, and expect miracles. These authenticate the message and the messengers.

The Lord promised them when He was commissioning the disciples. Mark 16:15-17. 20.

- In Paul’s ministry; Romans 15:16-19, 1 Corinth. 2:1-5, 4:40.

The above scriptures confirm the effect of miracles (Demonstration of power). Miracles produce an audience. That’s why Jesus didn’t have posters or adverts yet He would always attract large crowds. 

T.L. Osborn says, “One sermon confirmed by a miracle genuinely can do more than a hundred sermons without any demonstration”.

The Evangelist

1. Must be born again and Spirit filled.

2. Must study and live the Word.

3. Must develop faith – to minister and to live by.

4. Boldness: - Because of the fearful confrontations with forces of darkness and human opposition, the evangelist has great need of boldness. Boldness comes form: -

- Experience of what God did.

- Sound relationship with God – ref: The Elephant and the mice. 

- Hearing the voice of God. 

      5.   Must be a man of prayer. Prayer is the source of spiritual power which comes from a 

            fellowship-based relationship with God. It increases spiritual sensitivity. Prayer and 

            fasting are a necessity to evangelistic work

6.   Must have a consecrated life. Life wins more souls than preaching. Overcome pride, 

      temptations of money and women.

7. Be widely read. Read not only the Bible but other books, newspapers, magazines 

      e.t.c, to keep abreast with current affairs.

8. Have good health – Practise good bowel habits and also exercise.

9. Be presentable. Learn public relations, communication and dressing.

Evangelism in a Foreign Land.

Since the gospel platform is the whole world, it is obvious that the evangelist must one day preach the gospel in a foreign land. Here are a few tips that will make the evangelist effective in winning souls to Christ and be accepted as a bringer of the good tidings to the people he/she will be serving.

1. Quickly get to know the local language of the people.

2. Get used to their beliefs, customs and mannerisms.

3. Show interest in their way of dressing.

4. Appreciate their food and share with them the same.

5. As much as possible, get acquainted to the influential people of that place i.e. chiefs and/or headmen. Develop friendship with them.

6. Get involved in their community development projects.

7. Be part of the society. Visit them in their homes. Go to their gatherings and help them in their problems i.e. sickness and funerals.

EVANGELISM AMONG FALSE CULTS

- Ritualistic Christians today have infested the world together with other religions openly opposed to the true gospel. Most of these people will try by all means to draw you into argument and derail your mission. Some will even try to quench out the fire of evangelism using confusing and discouraging words. Here are some common cults and tips on how to deal with them with the intention that you win the people to Christ.

1. Roman Catholicism.

- Know that the Roman Catholic cadres have from childhood learnt to revere their church. Speaking anything against it will cause them to resent you. The Catholics have many common things with the Protestants and Pentecostals e.g. the Deity of Christ, the Atoning Blood and the Inspiration of the Scriptures. They however do not believe in justification by faith alone and that a person can be saved apart from the instrumentality of the Church. They also give the Virgin Mary more recognition than Christ.

What to do.

- Try to centre conversation on Christ as much as possible.

- Stress the possibility and joy of being assured of salvation and knowing the forgiveness of sins.

- Never seek to defend Protestantism.

- Don’t speak about the sins of the Roman clergy.

- Avoid appealing to history because they have a different account of the Reformation period.

- Confess a high regard of the Virgin Mary and stress that she said of Jesus, “Do whatever He says to you” John 2:5. Go ahead and tell the prospect that Jesus says, “...you must be born again.” From this point, you can tell the person the need for regeneration. 2 Corinthians 5:17.

- Show further that salvation is not by works. Romans 4:5, 2 Tim. 1:9, Eph. 2:8-9.

- Urge on the necessity of confession first of sins to God, 1 John 1:9, then of Christ to men Romans 10:9-10.

- Reveal that scriptures say that there is only one mediator between God and man – Christ: 1 Timothy 2:5.

- Since most Roman Catholics do not read the Bible, encourage the prospect to read the word.

2.  Jehovah’s Witnesses/Russelism/Millenial Dawn

- This is a chameleon-like cult that is flourishing today because of their persuasive approach and strong but perverse way of teaching. Their deep commitment and the building of halls known as Kingdom Halls has caused them to lure a lot of people into their cult. This cult was founded by Pastor C.T. Russell and is now being led by Judge Rutherford. They also call themselves “The International Bible Students’ Association,” “Zion’s Watchtower,” e.t.c.

Their Doctrines

- They deny the deity and humanity of Christ. They say that Christ at death became instinct body and soul and His body was not raised. (cf. Luke 24:39.)

- Christ is now a disembodied spirit, for His body passed off in gases in the tomb. He returned to the world in 1874 and the Millennium began in 1914. (cf. Acts 1:11, 1 Timothy 3:16)

- The Holy Spirit is merely an influence. (cf. John 16:13-14)

- There is a second probation after death, a promise distinctly countermanded by Luke 16:19-31. (cf. Rev. 22:11, 2 Corinth. 6:2, John 5:28,29.)

- Those who die become extinct, but are raised again in the next age. (a difficult process indeed!) See Matt. 10:28, Phil. 1:23, 2 Cor. 5:8.

3.  Christian Science

These have their High Priestess called Mrs. Eddy who taught the following things quoted in her book “Science and Health,” 1906 edition:

1. God – Is a divine principle...not personal. (Isaiah 43:3). Can people pray to a principle?

2. Christ – Is incorporeal, spiritual, the offspring of Mary’s self-conscious communion with God. (1 Tim. 2:5, 1 John 4:1-3.)

2. The Holy Spirit is “divine science” (John 14:16)

3. Man is never born and never dying, so it was impossible for man to fall from his high state. He is incapable of sin  (Hebrews 9:27, 1 John 1:9, Romans 3:23.)

4. The devil is a lie, belief in sin, sickness and death. (Matt. 4:3-4.) How can a lie be punished? Rev. 20:10.

5. Prayer is a habit of pleading with the divine mind as one pleads with a human being. (Matt. 6:9, John 15:7)

4.   Seventh Day Adventism

The Seventh day Adventist is one of the subtlest of the cults because of its semblance as of a spiritual basis. As the name suggests, their key teaching is the observance of the old Jewish Sabbath, instead of the first day of the week – an indispensable condition for salvation.

How to deal with them

-Know their favourite passages and show how they wrongly interpret them e.g.

1 John 2:4. – The commandment referred to here is love and faith 1 John 3:23, and not the Sabbath.

- The law (including the Sabbath) is done away (2 Corinth. 3:7-11. One is either under the old covenant with its curses or under the new covenant with its blessings.

- The death of Christ made Christians dead to the law. (Romans 7:1-4; cf. 10:3-9)

- Point out to the fact that every one of the Ten Commandments, except the fourth, is reaffirmed in the New Testament. Nowhere is the Church of Christ commanded to keep the Sabbath. 

- The Sabbath is a purely Jewish institution and never meant to be binding on Christians. Deut. 5:12-15. It was a sign between God and Israel. Exodus 31:13-17. 

- They teach the soul sleep theory. They say man’s soul sleeps between death and resurrection. (2 Corinthians 5:1-8, Phil. 1:20-23) They use scriptures such as; Acts 2:34, but verse 29 and 31 have clear reference to the body not the soul of David. They assert, according to Ecclesiastes 9:5-10, that “The dead know nothing”, but the context limits this to “under the sun.” The same words are used in 1 Samuel 20:39, 1 Tim. 6:4, but do not bear the meaning which the Adventists put on them. Dan 12:2, John 11:11, 14,39. The “he now stinketh” didn’t refer to soul but his body.

- Show that the scriptures teach that the soul or spirit doesn’t die with the body. Eccl. 12:7, 3:21, 1 Corinth. 5:5, Luke 23:43-46, Acts 7:59, Matt. 10:28.

- Physically, it is impossible for Adventists the world over to observe the Jewish Sabbath from sunset to sunset because times vary with place and location around the globe.

* As you deal with the Adventists, know that they are very bigoted and will try to monopolise the conversation. Stipulate that you will just answer questions.

 5.  The Jews

- To deal effectively with the Jews, one must have a deep knowledge of the O.T. and the place of the Jews in God’s plan.

- Show how Christ fulfilled the O.T. prophecies concerning the Messiah.

* A Jew – Gen 28:13, 14.

* Of the tribe of Judah – Micah 5:2.

* Of the family of David – Isaiah 11:1-10, Jeremiah 23:5,6.

* Born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14.

* In Bethlehem – Mic. 5:2.

* Rejected and crucified – Psa. 22.

* Before the destruction of the Temple – Dan. 9:26

* His coming to be in humility – Isa. 53, and in glory Zech. 12:10.

- Show that the O.T. sacrifices were done away in Christ and that salvation is only found in His shed blood. Heb. 8:10; cf. Lev. 17:11 and John 1:29.

- Warn of the punishment meted out to those who reject Christ. Heb. 10:26-29.

Jews usually object, “God didn’t marry a woman to give birth to Christ.” Tell them that God is a miracle working God. Gen 18:14, Luke 1:37, Luke 1:26-32, Matt. 1:18-25.

If he contends that worshiping Jesus is worshiping a man, use Gen. 1:1-2 and Josh. 1:13-15. The Jews object to the doctrine of Trinity, as teaching that there are three Gods instead of one. Answer using Gen. 1:1 where God is plural and Gen. 1:26 where He says, “us,” “our.”

They usually say Isaiah 53 speaks of Israel as the one suffering and not Christ. Here show that the one who is suffering is not suffering for His own sins, but for the sins of others. Isaiah 53:4,5,8. Christ was actually suffering for the sins of Israel and Israel suffering.

Knowledge of the epistle to the Hebrews will also be of much help.
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