
isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

POETRYMADEEASY
INTRODUCTIONTOPOETRY

DefinitionofPoetry

 poetryhasnoonesetdefinitionbecauseitcanmeansomanythingsto
differentpeople.Thefollowingaresomecommondefinitions:

 itistheartofwritingthoughts,ideas,anddreamsintoimaginative
languagewhichmaycontainverse,pause,meter,repetition,and/or
rhyme.

 writingthatformulatesaconcentratedimaginativeawarenessof
experienceinlanguagechosenandarrangedtocreateaspecific
emotionalresponsethroughmeaning,sound,andrhythm

 Apoetistheonewhowritespoetry.

 Apoem isawrittenexpressionofemotionorideasinanarrangementofwordsorverse,mostoften

rhythmically.

DifferentTypesofPoetry

 Thereareover50typesofpoetry.
 Poetryiscategorizedby:

a)thenumberoflinesinthepoem,forexample,sonnet
b)thewordsinthepoem,
c)whetheritrhymesornot,and
d)whatitisabout,forexample,lovepoetry,deathpoetry,etc

 Belowarethecommontypesofpoetry:

 Haikus
 Sonnets
 Namepoems
 Freeversepoems
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Haikus

 Thehaikuoriginatedfrom Japan,.
 It’stheshortesttypeofpoem and,often,themostdifficulttounderstand.
 Haikupoemsconsistof3lines. 
 ThefirstandlastlinesofaHaikuhave5syllablesandthemiddlelinehas7syllables. 
 Thelinesrarelyrhyme.

Lookattheexamplebelow:

EasterChocolateHaiku

byKaitlynGuenther

Easterbunnyhides
Eastereggsareoutofsight
Kidslookeverywhere

Freeversepoems

 Afreeverseistheloosesttypeofpoem.

 Itcanconsistofasmanylinesasthewriterwants.

 Itcaneitherrhymeornot,anditdoesnotrequireanyfixedmetricalpattern.

Lookattheexamplebelow:

From Marriage
MarianneMoore

Thisinstitution,

perhapsoneshouldsayenterprise

outofrespectforwhich

onesaysoneneednotchangeone’smind

aboutathingonehasbelievedin,

requiringpublicpromises

ofone’sintention

tofulfillaprivateobligation:

IwonderwhatAdam andEve

thinkofitbythistime,
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thisfire-giltsteel

alivewithgoldenness;

howbrightitshows—

Sonnets

 Asonnetisbestdescribedasalyricpoem thatconsistsoffourteenlines.

 Sonnet’shaveatleastoneortwoconventionalrhymeschemes.

Anexampleofasonnetisthepoem below:

From Visions
FrancescoPetrarch

Beingonedayatmywindowallalone,

Somaniestrangethingshappenedmetosee,
Asmuchasitgrievethmetothinkethereon.
Atmyrighthandahyndeappear’dtomee,
Sofaireasmotethegreatestgoddelite;
Twoeagerdogsdidherpursueinchace.
Ofwhichtheonewasblacke,theotherwhite:
Withdeadlyforcesointheircruellrace

Theypinchtthehaunchesofthatgentlebeast,

Thatatthelast,andinshorttime,Ispide,
Underarocke,whereshealas,opprest,
Felltotheground,andthereuntimelydide.
Cruelldeathvanquishingsonoblebeautie
Oftmakesmewaylesohardadesire.

Namepoems

 Theyarepopularamongchildrenandareoftenusedinschools.

 Thenameofthepersonbecomesthepoem.

 Eachletterinthenameisthefirstletterinthelineofthepoem.

StudyDUNCANpoem below:

Drewnaughtycucumbersfrenetically
Umbilicalyetchubby
Notifiedearlsgenerously
Cavortedwillfully
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Apologizedselfishly
Nappedfranklybutcourageously

Note:Thereisaverywidedefinitionofwhatconstitutespoetry,andalthoughsometypesofpoetry
canbegroupedtogetherinspecificstyles,creativityisthekeytopoetryandanewpoetcanchoose
towriteinanystylehewants,evenifitdoesn'tfitintooneoftherecognizedtypes.

PERSONA

PERSONA

 Apersonaisacharactertakenonbyapoettospeakinapoem.
 Dramaticmonologuescreateapersona;however,asapoem usingapersonaneednottella

readeranythingaboutthesituationofthespeaker,thenarrative,orthepersonthatthepoem is
spokento,apersona-poem neednotbeadramaticmonologue.

AFreedomSong

Atienowashesdishes,
Atienoplucksthechicken,
Atienogetsupearly,
Bedshersacksdowninthekitchen,
Atienoeightyearsold,
Atienoyo.

Sincesheismysister’schild
Atienoneedsnopay.
Whilesheworksmywifecansit
Sewingeverysunnyday:
WithherearningsIsupport
Atienoyo.

Atieno’slyandjealous,
Badexampletothekids
Sinceshemindsthem,likeaschoolgirl
Wantstheirdresses,shoesandbeads,
Atienotenyearsold,
Atienoyo.

Nowmywifehasgonetostudy
Atienoislessfree.
Don’tIkeepher,schoolmyownones,
Paytheparty,unionfee,
Allforprogress!Aren’tyougrateful
Atienoyo?

Visitorsneedmuchattention,
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AllthemorewhenIworknight.
Thatgirlspendstoolongatmarket.
Whowillteachherwhatisright?
Atienorisingfourteen,
Atienoyo.

Atieno’shadababy
Soweknowthatsheisbad.
Fiftyfiftyitmaylive
Andrepeatthelifeshehad
Endinginpost-partum bleeding,
Atienoyo.

Atieno’ssoonreplaced;
Meatandsugarmorethanall
Sheateinsuchanarrowlife
Werelavishedatherfuneral.
Atieno’sgonetoglory,
Atineoyo.

MarjorieOludhe-Macgoye

Thepersonainthepoem isAtieno’suncle.Hesays;“sinceshe’smysister’schild/Atienoneedsnopay.

SUBJECT-MATTER
 Apoem’ssubjectmatteriswhatthepoem isabout.

 Tounderstandsubjectmatter,youneedtoanswerthequestionsbelow.

a)Whatevent,situation,orexperiencedoesthepoem describeorrecord?

b)Whoisthespeaker?Isthepoetspeakingintheroleofanotherperson,ananimal,athing?

c) Towhom isthespeakingtalking?

d)Whatisthetimesetting-hourofday,season,era?

e)Whatistheplacesetting?

Inthepoem “Freedom Song”,canyoudiscusswhatthepoem isabout?

Thepoem isaboutayounggirlcalledAtienowhoismistreatedbyherownuncle.Sheworkswithoutpayand

endsindeathduetopostpartum bleeding.

Nowreadthepoem below.

THEGRACEFULGIRRAFECANNOTBECOMEAMONKEY
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OkotPB’TEK(Uganda)

Myhusbandtellsme
Ihavenoideas
Ofmodernbeauty.
Hesays
Ihavestuck
Toold-fashionedhairstyles.

Hesays
Iam stupidandverybackward,
Thatmyhairstyle
Makeshim sick
BecauseIam dirty.

Itistrue
Icannotdomyhair
Aswhitewomendo.

Listen,
Myfathercomesfrom Payira,
MymotherisawomanofKoc!
Iam atrueAcoli
Iam notahalf-caste
Iam notaslavegirl;
Myfatherwasnotbroughthome
Bythespear
Mymotherwasnotexchanged
Forabasketofmillet.

Askmewhatbeautyis
TotheAcoli
AndIwilltellyou;
Iwillshowittoyou
Ifyougivemeachance!

Youoncesawme,
Yousawmyhairstyle
Andyouadmiredit,
Andtheboyslovedit
Atthearena
Boyssurroundedme
Andfoughtforme.

Mymothertaughtme
Acolihairfashions;
Whichfitsthekind
OfhairoftheAcoli,
Andtheoccasion.

Listen,
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Ostrichplumesdiffer
From chickenfeathers,
Amonkey’stail
Isdifferentfrom thatofagiraffe,
Thecrocodile’sskin
Isnotliketheguineafowl’s,
Andthehippoisnaked,andhairless.

ThehairoftheAcoli
Isdifferentfrom thatoftheArabs;
TheIndians’hair
Resemblesthetailofahorse;
Itislikesisalstrings
Andneedstobecut
Withscissors.
Itisblack,
Andisdifferentfrom thatofawhitewoman.

Awhitewoman’shair
Issoftlikesilk;
Itislight
Andbrownishlike
Thatofabrownmonkey,
Andisverydifferentfrom mine.
Ablackwoman’shair
Isthickandcurly;
Itistrue
Ring-worm sometimeseatup
Alittlegirl’shair
Andthisisterrible;
Butwhenhotporridge
Isputonthehead
Andthedanceisheld
Underthesausage-fruittree
Andtheyouthshavesung

You,Ringworm
WhoiseatingDuka’shair
Hereisyourporridge,

Thenthegirl’shair
Beginstogrowagain
Andthegirlispleased.

Whatisthispoem about?

BUILDINGTHENATION

"TodayIdidmyshareinbuildingthenation.

IdroveaPermanentSecretarytoanimportant,urgentfunction
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Infact,toaluncheonattheVic.

Themenureflecteditsimportance

Coldbellbeerwithsmalltalk,

Thenfriedchickenwithniceties

Winetofillthehollownessofthelaughs

Ice-cream tocoverthestereotypejokes

CoffeetokeepthePSawakeonthereturnjourney.

IdrovethePermanentSecretaryback.

Heyawnedmanytimesinbackofthecar

Thentokeepawake,hesuddenlyasked,

Didyouhaveanylunchfriend?

Irepliedlookingstraightahead

Andsecretlysmilingathisbelatedconcern

ThatIhadnot,butwasslimming!

Uponwhichhesaidwithaseriousness

Thatamusedmorethanannoyedme,

Mwananchi,Itoohadnone!

Iattendedtomattersofstate.

Highlydelicatediplomaticdutiesyouknow,

Andfriend,itgoesagainstmygrain,

Causesmestomachulcersandwind.

Ah,hecontinued,yawningagain,

Thepainswesufferinbuildingthenation!SothePShadulcerstoo!

MyulcersIthinkareequallypainful

Onlytheyarecausedbyhunger,

Notsumptuouslunches!

Sotwonationbuilders

Arrivedhomethisevening

Withterriblestomachpains

Theresultofbuildingthenation-indifferentways!"

(a)Whoisthepersonainthispoem?

Thepersonaistheseniorgovernmentofficer’sdriverwhodriveshim toanexpensivehotel.

(b)Whatisthesubjectmatterofthepoem?

Thepoem isaboutthegovernmentofficerwhoattendsanofficialfunctionatahotel.Themealshetakes

hereareexpensive.Thedriverlooksathim asheeats..
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THEMATICMESSAGE

 Thematicmessageisthelessonthepoetisattemptingtoexpressinthepoem.
 Hereweaskourselvesquestionslike:Whatseemstobethepoet'spurposeinwritingthis-what

message,ideas,issues,themes,(etc.)arecommunicated?

ThematicMessagein“THEGRACEFULGIRRAFECANNOTBECOMEAMONKEY”

Africansshouldbeproudoftheiridentity.NomatterwhattheydoAfricanswillremainAfricans.

MESSAGEinBuildingtheNation

·      Ifwewishtodowellinnationbuildingwemustaspublicservantsrespecteverythingthatbelongstothe

state;money,property,workinghoursetc.

·      Ifthehighclassisnotcarefulwithnationbuildingonedaytheoppressedmayrevolt.
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STYLISTICDEVICES(RHETORICALDEVICES,FIGURESOFSPEECH)

Stylisticdevices

 Inthissection,wewilllearnsomeofthemostimportantstylisticdevices(alsocalledrhetorical
devicesorfiguresofspeech)

 Stylisticdevicesmakepoem:

i. moreinterestingandlively;and
ii. helpyoutogetandkeepreader’s/listener’sattention.

 Someofthesestylisticdevicesinclude:

a)Alliteration

b)Allusion

c) Anaphora

d)Antithesis

e) Hyperbole

f) Hypophora

g)Litotes

h)Metaphor

i) Metonymy

j) Onomatopoeia

k) Parallelism

l) Parenthesis

m)Personification

n)Pointsofview

o)Repetition

p)RhetoricalQuestion
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q)Simile

r) Synecdoche

s) Understatement

Stylisticdevicescanbegroupedas:

(a)Figuresofspeech,suchas,

 Synecdoche
 Metonymy
 Similes
 Metaphors
 Apostrophe,etc

(b)Sounddevices/techniques,suchas:

 Alliteration
 Assonance
 Consonance
 Repetition

Figurativelanguage

Afigureofspeechisanywayofsayingsomethingotherthantheordinaryway.Figurativelanguage
islanguageusingfiguresofspeech.Irony-asubtleofmeaning

Synecdoche

Synecdocheisaliterarydevicethatreferstoawholeasoneofitsparts.Forexample,someone

mightrefertohercarasher“wheels,”orateachermightaskhisclasstoputtheireyesonhim ashe

explainssomething.OrWorkerscanbereferredtoas‘pairsofhands’,avehicleasone′s‘wheels’

Metonymy

DefinitionofMetonymy

 Metonymyisafigureofspeechinwhichsomethingiscalledbyanewnamethatisrelatedin
meaningtotheoriginalthingorconcept.CommonExamplesofMetonymy

ExamplesInRegularLanguage

 "Hewritesafinehand."-Thismeansthatthepersonwritesneatlyorhasgoodhandwriting.
 Thebighouse—Referstoprison
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 "Thepenismightierthanthesword."-Thisonlymeansthatwordsspokenwellaremightier
thanmilitaryforce.

 "Wehavealwaysremainedloyaltothecrown."-Thecrownherestandstosymbolizetheking
ofaparticularcountry.Thismetonymyisusedcommonlywhentalkingorwriting.

 "TheHousewascalledtoorder."-Thismeansthatthe'members'ofaHouse,assumingthat
it'saHouseofParliament,werecalledtoorder.

 'Heisamanofcloth'-Thisonlymeanstosaythatthemanwhothesentenceistalkingabout
isamanwhobelongstoareligioussect;clothsignifiesthat'robes'wornbyreligiousmen.

 'Sheworkswithanewspaper'–Newspaperstandstorepresentagroupofjournalistsand
editorsworkingtogethertochurnoutnewsitems.

Considerthepoembelow:

WepassedtheSchool,whereChildrenstroveAtRecess,intheRing
WepassedthefieldsofGazingGrain
WepassedtheSettingSun
Orrather,HepassedUs

TheDewsdrewquiveringandchill
ForonlyGossamer,myGown
MyTippet,onlyTulle
WepausedbeforeaHousethatseemed
ASwellingoftheGround
TheRoofwasscarcelyvisible
TheCorniceintheGroundSincethen'tis
Centuries,andyetFeelsshorterthanthe
DayIfirstsurmisedtheHorses'Heads
WeretowardEternity
BecauseICouldNotStopForDeath–
EmilyDickinson

Ataquicklook,itmaybedifficulttofindouttheuseofmetonymiesinthepoem above.However,
whenyoutakeadeeperlookatthepoem andarebetteracquaintedwithametonymyasafigureof
speech,thewholeprocessshouldbeabreeze.
Lookatthefirstlineinthefirstpoem:"WepassedtheSchool,whereChildrenstrove".Theword

'school'representsabuilding,butthenschoolalsostandstorepresentthechildrenstudyinginthat
particularschool.

DifferenceBetweenMetonymyandSynecdoche

 Metonymyandsynecdocheareverysimilarfiguresofspeech,andsomeconsider
synecdochetobeaspecifictypeofmetonymy.

 Synecdocheoccurswhenthenameofapartisusedtorefertothewhole,suchasin“There
arehungrymouthstofeed.”Themouthsstandinforthehungrypeople.Thedefinitionof
metonymyismoreexpansive,includingconceptsthataremerelyassociatedinmeaningand
notnecessarilypartsoftheoriginalthingorconcept.
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FunctionofMetonymy

Poetsusemetonymy:

a)toaddresssomethinginamorepoeticanduniqueway.
b) tomakestatementsmoreconcise.

Apostrophe

Similarto'personification'butindirect.Thespeakeraddressessomeoneabsentordead,or
addressesaninanimateorabstractobjectasifitwerehuman.

SampleApostrophePoem
DEATHBENOTPROUD
JOHNDONNE(England)
Deathbenotproud,thoughsomehavecalledthee

Mightanddreadful,forthouartnotso;

Forthosewhom thouthink’stthoudostoverthrow

Dienot,poorDeath,noryetcanstthoukillme.

From restandsleep,whichbutthypicturesbe,

Muchpleasure-thenfrom theemuchmoremustflow;

Andsoonestourbestmenwiththeedogo,

Restoftheirbonesandsoul’sdelivery.

Thouartslavetofate,chance,kingsanddesperatemen,

Anddostwithpoison,war,andsicknessdwell;

Andpoppyorcharmscanmakeussleepaswell,

Andbetterthanthystroke.Whyswell’stthouthen?

Oneshortsleeppast,wewakeeternally,

Anddeathshallbenomore;Death,thoushaltdie.

Explanation

Thepoetaddressesdeathbutdeathdoesnotrespond.Eghesays‘poordeath’whichisan

embarrassingwaytotalktosomeonewhoconsidershimselftough.

Anaphora

 Thisiswheresuccessiveclausesorsentencesstartwiththesameword(s)
 Thesamewordorphraseisusedtobeginsuccessiveclausesorsentences.
 Thismakesthereader's/listener'sattentiontobedrawndirectlytothemessageofthe

sentence.
 Themostcommonexamplesinproseare:

 Everychildmustbetaughttheseprinciples.Everycitizenmustupholdthem.Andeveryimmigrant,by
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embracingtheseideals,makesourcountrymore,notless,American.
 Thebeginningofwisdom issilence.Thesecondstepislistening.(unknown)
 Amanwithoutambitionisdead.Amanwithambitionbutnoloveisdead.Amanwithambitionand

loveforhisblessingshereonearthiseversoalive.(PearlBailey)

SampleAnaphoraPoem

Ihavebeenoneacquaintedwiththenight.
Ihavewalkedoutinrain-andbackinrain.
Ihaveoutwalkedthefurthestcitylight.

Ihavelookeddownthesaddestcitylane.
Ihavepassedbythewatchmanonhisbeat
Anddroppedmyeyes,unwillingtoexplain.

Ihavestoodstillandstoppedthesoundoffeet
Whenfarawayaninterruptedcry
Cameoverhousesfrom anotherstreet,

Butnottocallmebackorsaygood-bye;
Andfurtherstillatanunearthlyheight,
Oneluminaryclockagainstthesky

Proclaimedthetimewasneitherwrongnorright.
Ihavebeenoneacquaintedwiththenight.

RobertFrost

 Yourealizethereisrealizethatthephrase“Ihave”isthesamein:

Ihavebeenoneacquaintedwiththenight.
Ihavewalkedoutinrain—andbackinrain.
Ihaveoutwalkedthefurthestcitylight.
Ihavelookeddownthesaddestcitylane.
Ihavepassedbythewatchmanonhisbeat
Anddroppedmyeyes,unwillingtoexplain.

Antithesis

Examples:

 That'sonesmallstepforaman,onegiantleapformankind.(NeilArmstrong)
 Toerrishuman;toforgive,divine.(Pope)
 Itiseasierforafathertohavechildrenthanforchildrentohavearealfather.(Pope)
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 Antithesisisafigureofspeechwhichreferstothejuxtapositionofcontrastingideas.
 Antithesisemphasisestheoppositionbetweentwoideas.
 Thestructureofthephrases/clausesisusuallysimilarinordertodrawthereader's/listener's

attentiondirectlytothecontrast.
 Itinvolvesthebringingoutofacontrastintheideasbyanapparentcontrastinthewords,

phrases,clauses,orsentences,withinaparallelgrammaticalstructure.

Examples:

Thesearethecommonexamplesofantithesis:

 "Manproposes,Goddisposes."
 “Toerrishuman,toforgive,divine”
 "Loveisanidealthing,marriagearealthing."
 "That'sonesmallstepforman,onegiantleapformankind."
 Itiseasierforafathertohavechildrenthanforchildrentohavearealfather.
 "Manyarecalled,butfewarechosen."

SampleAntithesisPoem

ReadthepartofJohnDonne’spoem “Community”

“Goodwemustlove,andmusthateill,
For illisill,andgood good still;
Buttherearethingsindifferent,
Whichwemayneitherhate,norlove,
Butone,andthenanotherprove,
Asweshallfindourfancybent.”

 Twocontrastingwords“love”and“hate”arecombinedintheabovelines.Itemphasizesthat
welovegoodbecauseitisalwaysgoodandwehatebadbecauseitisalwaysbad.Itisa
matterofchoicetoloveorhatethingswhichareneithergoodnorbad.

FunctionofAntithesis

 Whencontrastingideasarebroughttogether,theideaisexpressedmoreemphatically.
 Ithelpsbringforthajudgmentoneithertheprosorthecons.Thisisafterweexaminethe

contrastingideas.
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Hyperbole

 Itreferstoadeliberateexaggeration

 Itdrawstheattentiontoamessagethatthepoetwantstoemphasise.

Example:Iwassohungry,Icouldeatanelephant.

 Donotconfuseitwithunderstatement.

SampleHyperbolePoems

Appetite

Inahousethesizeofapostagestamp
livedamanasbigasabarge.
Hismouthcoulddrinktheentireriver
Youcouldsayitwasratherlarge
Fordinnerhewouldeatatrillionbeans
Andasilofullofgrain,
Washeditdownwithatankerofmilk
Asifhewereadrain.

WhatAm I?

I’m biggerthantheentireearth
Morepowerfulthanthesea
Thoughamillion,billionhavetried
Notonecouldeverstopme.
Icontroleachpersonwithmyhand
andholdupfleetsofships.
Icanmakethem bendtomywill
withonewordfrom mylips.
I’m thegreatestpowerintheworld
inthisentirenation.
Nooneshouldevertrytostop
achild’simagination.

MyDog

Hisbarkbreaksthesoundbarrier
Hisnoseisascoldasanicebox.
Awagofhistailcauseshurricanes
Hisjumpingcausesfallingrocks.
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Heeatsamountainofdogfood
Anddrinksawaterfalldry.
Butthoughhebreaksthebank
He’stheappleofmyeye.

PoetrybySharonHendricks

Understatement

 Astatementisdeliberatelyweakenedtosoundironicalorsoftenedtosoundmorepolite.

Examplesare:

 Iknowalittleaboutrunningacompany.(asuccessfulbusinessmanmightmodestlysay.)
 Ithinkwehaveslightlydifferentopinionsonthistopic.(insteadof:Idon'tagreewithyouatall.)
 "Itisjustalittlecooltoday"-whenthetemperatureoutsideis5°belowzero.
 "Thefoodwastolerable"-onthefoodthatwaspreparedbythebestchefintheworld.
 "Itwasok"-whenatoprankerwasaskedabouthisexam results.
 "Iwouldn'tsayhewasthin"-describingaveryobeseperson.
 "Heisalittleontheoldside"-describingaveryoldperson.
 "Iwouldn'tsayittastedgreat"-onterriblefood.

SampleUnderstatementPoem
FireandIce

ByRobertFrost

Somesaytheworldwillendinfire,

Somesayinice.

From whatI’vetastedofdesire

Iholdwiththosewhofavorfire.

Butifithadtoperishtwice,

IthinkIknowenoughofhate

Tosaythatfordestructionice

Isalsogreat

Andwouldsuffice.

Consider:IthinkIknowenoughofhate,tosaythatfordestructionice,isalsogreat,andwouldsuffice’
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RhetoricalQuestions

 Theauthorspeakerraisesaquestionthatdoesn’tneedadirectanswer.
 Theanswerisseenasobvious.
 Rhetoricalquestionsareusedtoprovoke,emphasiseorargue.
 Thelinefollowingtherhetoricalquestionisnotanswertoit.

SampleRhetoricalQuestonsPoems

Whathappenstoadream deferred?

 

Doesitdryup

likearaisininthesun?

Orfesterlikeasore—

Andthenrun?

Doesitstinklikerottenmeat?

Orcrustandsugarover—

likeasyrupysweet?

 

Maybeitjustsags

likeaheavyload.

 

Ordoesitexplode?

Howwillidie
ThemoreithinkaboutitthemoreIwonder
willidieinadeepslumber?,orwilltheheavenssendaangelforme.
willacarcomefrom aroundthecornerandhitme
willarobberstickmeupatgunpoint......willhesqueezethetriggerandwillthebulletlandinmy
skullandthenidie
willidieofcancerorsomeunknownbacteria
willidieofanheartattack
willigetfoodpoisingfrom myfavoritedishes
willidiefrom alackofsleep
willidieatthehandsofmercy
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oratthehandthehandsofmygreatestenemy
willibepushedfrom atallmountainpeek
ohhowfrustratingwillidienotknowinghowiwilldie
shoulditreatthisquestionasarhetoricalquestion
ohhowwillidieurggggggggggg!!!!!!!!!!

TerricaRichards

Hypophora

 Hypophoraisafigureofspeechinwhichawriterraisesaquestionandthenimmediately
providesananswertothatquestion.

 Thespeakerasksaquestionandanswersit.
 Hypophoraisusedtogettheaudience'sattentionandmakethem curious.
 Thequestionisoftenraisedatthebeginningofastanzaandansweredinthecourseofthat

stanza.
 Thiskindofquestioncanalsobeusedtointroduceanewtopicofdiscussion.

Examplesare:

 Whyisitbettertolovethanbeloved?Itissurer.
 HowmanycountrieshaveactuallyhitthetargetssetatRio,orinKyotoin1998,forcutting

greenhouse-gasemissions?Preciousfew.

 Shouldnotbeconfusedwithrhetoricalquestions.

DifferencebetweenHypophoraandRhetoricalQuestion

Thebasicdifferencebetweenhypophoraandarhetoricalquestionisthatinarhetoricalquestionthe
answerisnotprovidedbythewritersinceitdoesnotrequireananswer.

However,inhypophora,thewriterfirstposesaquestionandthenanswersthatquestion
immediately.

FunctionsofHypophora

 Themajorpurposeofusinghypophoraistocreatecuriosityamongthereaders.
 Ithelpstocapturetheattentionoftheaudience.
 However,hypophoracanalsobeemployedtointroducenewdiscussionsortopicsofimportance

aboutwhichthereadersmightnothaveinformation.
 Itcanalsobeusedasadirectionaldevicetochangethetopic.

Litotes

Litotesisaform ofunderstatementwhichusesthedeniedoppositeofawordtoweakenorsoftena
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message.

Examples:

 That'snotbad.(insteadof:That'sgood/great.)
 Moneyisn’teasytofind.(insteadof:Moneyishard/difficulttofind.)

Theyaren'tthehappiestcouplearound.
He'snottheugliestfellowaround!
She'snotthebrightestgirlintheclass.
Thefoodisnotbad.
Itisnoordinarycity.
Thatswordwasnotuselesstothewarriornow.
HewasnotunfamiliarwiththeworksofDickens.
Sheisnotasyoungasshewas.
Youarenotwrong.
Einsteinisnotabadmathematician.
Heatwavesarenotrareinthesummer.
Itwon'tbeeasytofindcrocodilesinthedark.
Heisnotunlikehisdad.
That'snosmallaccomplishment.
HeisnotthekindestpersonI'vemet.
Thatisnoordinaryboy.
Heisnotunawareofwhatyousaidbehindhisback.
Thisisnominormatter.
Theweatherisnotunpleasantatall.
She'snodoll.
Thatwasnosmallissue.
Thecityisnotunclean.
Rapvideoswithdancersinthem arenotuncommon
Runningamarathoninundertwohoursisnosmallaccomplishment.
She'snoidiot.
That'snotameagersum.
You'renotdoingbadly.
That'snomeanfeat.

Simile

Twothingsarecompareddirectlybyusing'like',‘as’,‘similarto’etc.

SampleSimilePoems

Berkley

Blackasmidnight,
Badasthedevil
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Witheyeslikepiecesofdarkchocolate,
Hethinkshe’skingoftheworld,
MydogBerkley.
He’sverymuchlikeapig
Withhispudgystomachandall.
Likealeech,he’salwaysattached
Tohisnextmeal.

Eventhoughhe’sasbadasthedevil,
Berkleyismybestfellow.

Stars

Theyarelikeflashlightsinthenightsky;
God’slittlehelpersguidingusonourjourneys.
Starsareasbrightasalighthouseonanicy,oceannight;
theyarelikeguardianscommittedtobringingyouhome.

Birds

Chirpingnon-stop,likeamachineinthetrees,
Buildingtheirnestlikelittleworkerbees.
Theysingtheirsongs,likechatter-boxes.
Asregularasalarm clocks,
Wakingpeopleupeachday.
Theyaresilentatnight,
Likesnakesadvancingonprey.

MyCat

Eyeslikeagreen-yellowcrayon,
Almostasbrightasaripeorange.
Mycatrulesmyheartandmyactions.
Iam asapuppetonstrings
Whenhepurrsagainstme
LikeIam awarm blanketheatinghim inthecold.

MyFriend

Sheisascrazyasarooster;
StillIloveherlikeasister.
Herhairisblackanddark
Likethecolorofthemidnightsky.
Herskinisaspaleasflour
PlacingheramongtheTwilightvampires.
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Metaphor

Metaphorisafigureofspeechwheretwothingsarecomparedinafigurativesense.Unlikeina
simile(AislikeB.),“like”isnotusedinmetaphor(AisB.).

Example:

 Truthsarefirstclouds,thenrain,thenharvestandfood.(HenryWardBeecher)
 Throughmuchofthelastcentury,America'sfaithinfreedom anddemocracywasarockinaraging

sea.Nowitisaseeduponthewind,takingrootinmanynations.

SampleMetaphorPoem

ABrokenFamilyTree

LoriMcBride

PublishedonFebruary2006

Iam oneofmany
Smallbranchesofabrokentree,
Alwayslookingtotheonesabove
Forguidance,strengthandsecurity.
Onelittlebranchtrying
Tokeeptheothersfrom breakingaway.
Whowillfall?
Andwhowillstay?
NowIstandalone,
Lookingattheearththroughtherain,
AndIseethebrokenbranchesIknew
Scatteredaboutmeinpain.
Therearethosewhohavetakenanax
Totherootofourveryfoundation
Andwhohavepassedthisdestruction
Downtoeverynewgeneration.
IfIcouldtakethatax,
Iwouldtossitdeepintothesea,
Nevertoreturnagain
Toharm thegenerationsthatfollowme.
Iam oneofmany,
ButaloneIwillgo
Andplantthenewseeds
Whereabeautifultreewillgrow.
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Onomatopoeia

Thepronounciationofthewordimitatesasound.Onomatopoeiaisusedbecauseit'softendifficult
todescribesounds.Furthermore,astorybecomesmorelivelyandinterestingbytheuseof
onomatopoeia.

Examples:

 Thelionroared.
 Thesteakssizzledinthepan.
 Thebombwentoffwithabang.
 Mysonswooshedthebasketballintothenet.
 Pleasedonotwhisperintheexaminationhall.
 Theowlhootedasitsatinthetree.
 Boo.Iscaredyou.
 Meow,where'smymilk,criedthecat.
 Thejangleofherbraceletscaughthisattention.
 Click,click.Shemadeasoundwithhertonguetoshowherdispleasure.
 Thebirdsliketotweetoutsidemywindow.
 Drip,drip,drip,wentthefaucetalldaylong.
 Grandmalovestohearthepitter-patteroflittlefeetaroundthehouse.

SamplePoemswithOnomatopoeia

WhenTheLightsGoOut

Thedoorwentcreak
Inthestillofthenight
Thefloorwentbump
Ohwhatafright
Allofasudden,weheardachime
Thegrandfatherclockwaskeepinggoodtime
Weturneddownahallwayandheardaloudcrash
Itseemsthatsomeonehaddroppedallthetrash
Somanysoundswhenthelightsgoout
It’senoughtomakeyouscream andshout!

Keys

IwentforaridewithmyUncleJay
Heslammedthedoorshutandwewereonourway
Thenherevvedthegaspedal,whichwasonthefloor
Whatalovelyday,couldIaskformore?
Iwantedahotdogsoheslammedonthebrake
Itbelchedoutascreech,forgoodnesssake
Wefinishedourhotdogsinrecordtime
Wewereoutofthatplacebyhalfpastnine
Hemisplacedhiskeys
Wewereinamess
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Imustadmit,hestartedtostress
Hepickeduphissodastartedtosip
Eagertoresumeourwonderfultrip
From insidethecuphefeltsomethingshake
Acloserlookhesurelydidtake
Hiskeyshadfallenintothatrefreshingsoftdrink
Andwefigureditoutwhenweheardtheclink

ThePrecociousTeapot

The teapotwhistledatthelovelyyoungpot
Shecametoaboilatthisunfortunateshot
Whenthepansawwhathappened,hebegantosizzle
Thepotwashiscousinanditmadehim grizzle
Thefaucetjoinedinwithawhooshofitswater
Itseemsthatthepotwashisonlydaughter
Theteapotwashumbledandexpressedhisregret
Itwasanunfortunategaffehe’dratherforget

TheConstructionSite

Onmywayhomefrom schooltoday
Istoppedforsweetsalongtheway
WhenIheardathudthatmademejump
Itseemsthatawreckingballwasinadump
Buthiswasn’tadump,Iam notafool
Itwasaconstructionsiteanditwassocool
Iwasstartledbytherat-tat-tatofaloudjackhammer
Itcausedmetostumbleandeventostammer
Thenallofasudden,Iheardsomeloudtaps
Ahammerwasbanging
Anewbuildingperhaps?
Oneofthemenhadabrandnewdrill
Itbuzzedasitdrilled;itwassuchabigthrill
ThenIheardthebeepbeepingofatruckinreverse
Whatagreatafternoon,Icouldsurehavedoneworse!

CityStreet

Beepbeepgoesthetaxiasthelightturnsgreen
Heisinahurrysohemakesahugescene
Thepolicecarletoutamightywail
‘Honkingyourhornsircanlandyouinjail!’
Wellthatisnotentirelytrue
Butitcansurelygetyouintoamightybigstew
Abusgoesbywithamightyroar
Withasleepingpassengerwhostartedtosnore
Atrafficpolicemanwhistledhiswhistle
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Thesoundofthatwhistlemadeeveryonebristle
Itistruethatthecityisabusy,busyplace
Butsaidanotherway,It’sjustafasterpace

PoetrybyAlanLoren

Parallelism

 Successiveclausesorsentencesaresimilarlystructured.
 Thissimilaritymakesiteasierforthereader/listenertoconcentrateonthemessage.
 Thenormalprogressionofasentenceisinterruptedbyextrainformationorexplanations

enclosedincommas,bracketsordashes.
 Theextrainformationcanbeasingleword,aphraseorevenasentence.

ExamplesofParallelism:

 Themediocreteachertells,Thegoodteacherexplains.Thesuperiorteacherdemonstrates.Thegreat
teacherinspires.

 Themistakesofthefoolareknowntotheworld,butnottohimself.Themistakesofthewisemanare
knowntohimself,butnottotheworld.

 TellmeandIforget.TeachmeandImayremember.InvolvemeandIwilllearn.
 Weareboundbyidealsthatmoveusbeyondourbackgrounds,liftusaboveourinterest,andteachus

whatitmeanstobecitizens.
 Likefather,likeson.

 Parallelism isausefuldeviceforinstructions.Duetotheparallelstructure,thereadercan
concentrateonthemessageandwillimmediatelyknowwhattodo.

SampleParallelism Poem

TheTyger

ByWilliam Blake

TygerTyger,burningbright, 

Intheforestsofthenight; 

Whatimmortalhandoreye, 

Couldframethyfearfulsymmetry?

Inwhatdistantdeepsorskies. 
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Burntthefireofthineeyes?

Onwhatwingsdareheaspire?

Whatthehand,dareseizethefire?

Andwhatshoulder,&whatart,

Couldtwistthesinewsofthyheart?

Andwhenthyheartbegantobeat,

Whatdreadhand?&whatdreadfeet?

Whatthehammer?whatthechain, 

Inwhatfurnacewasthybrain?

Whattheanvil?whatdreadgrasp, 

Dareitsdeadlyterrorsclasp! 

Whenthestarsthrewdowntheirspears 

Andwater'dheavenwiththeirtears: 

Didhesmilehisworktosee?

DidhewhomadetheLambmakethee?

TygerTygerburningbright, 

Intheforestsofthenight: 

Whatimmortalhandoreye,

Dareframethyfearfulsymmetry?

Personification

 Animals,inanimateobjectsorabstractionsaregivenattributesofhumanbeings.
 Suchattributescouldbebehaviour,feelings,characteretc.
 Personificationcanmakeapoem moreinterestingandlively.
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Examples:

 Whythesetwocountrieswouldremainateachother'sthroatforsolong.(3)

 Iclosedthedoor,andmystubborncarrefusedtoopenitagain.
 Theflowersnoddedtheirheadsasiftogreetus.
 Thefrogsbegantheirconcert.
 Everymorningmyalarm clockspringstolife;Ihateitwhenthathappens.
 Thepeacefulandfunlovingtownclosetothecoastwasswallowedbyanangrytsunami.
 Thepictureinthatmagazineshoutedforattention.
 Withalotofanger,thelightinglashedoutfrom theskies.
 Artisajealousmistress.Moneyisabadmaster.
 Allofasudden,theradiostoppedsingingandstartedtostareatme.Itwashardtobelieve.

SamplePersonificationPoems

DinnertimeChorus

Theteapotsangasthewaterboiled
Theicecubescackledintheirglass
theteacupschatteredtooneanother.
Whilethechairswerepassinggas
Thegravygurgledmerrily
Astheoildancedinapan.
Ohmydinnertimechorus
Whatalovely,lovelyclan!

MyTown

Theleavesonthegrounddancedinthewind
Thebrooksangmerrilyasitwentonitsway.
Thefencepostsgossipedandwatchedcarsgoby
whichwinkedateachotherjusttosayhi.
Thetrafficlightsyelled,”Stop,slow,go!”
Thetiresgrippedtheroadasifclingingtolife.
Starsintheskyblinkedandwinkedout
Whilethehailwasassharpasaknife.

Nature'sChorus

Willowsbendtotheirpartners
whilethesprucescurtseyinresponse.
Cherrytreesform acircle
andtheoaksdancejustlikedebutantes
ofwoodpeckerstappingontheirtrunks
andsquirrelschatteringintheboughs.
Listentothesoundsofnature’schorus
Whatfunitdoesarouse!
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Games

Chipmunkschatterandscurry,
Bluejaysscream andscold.
Robinstalkandgossip
demandingtheirstorytobetold.
Squirrelsskipandboxoneanother
andrabbitsplayhopscotch.
Thegamestheyplay,thesoundstheymake
Reallyaretopnotch.

TheGastronomicGym

Pastatwirlingandspinning,
peasdoverticaljumps
mashedpotatoesswimming.
meatdoingbenchpressandpumps.
Foodhasbeguntoexercise
butit’snotinanygym.
Mybrothersaiditshappening
rightinsideofhim.

Repetition

Wordsorphrasesarerepeatedthroughoutthetexttoemphasisecertainfactsorideas.

Oxymoron

Anoxymoronisafigureofspeechthatcombinescontradictoryterms.

Examples:

Anoxymoroncanbemadeofanadjectiveandanoun:

 Darklight
 Deafeningsilence
 Livingdead
 Opensecret
 Virtualreality

Oxymoroncanalsobeacombinationofanounandaverb.

 Thesilencewhistles

SampleOxymoraPoem

Readthepoem belowbyChristopherandidentifytheuseofoxymora.
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Ablindmanlooksback

Intothefuturewiththe

Ear-splittingwhispersof

Unconcealedghosts

Thunderingsilently.

~~~~

Awealthypeasantmarches

Weaklyacrossablazingglacier

Asthestarsinthecloudysky

Glistengrimly.

~~~~Ahatefulsaintdrownsafloat

Intothedismalheavenofpeacefulwar.

~~~~

Solidwatersurgesdowna

Minusculemountaininto

Acelestialhell.

~~~~

Acolossaldinghyraises

Itsfeather-lightanchor

Withviciousdovescircling

Inthebrightwintersky.
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TONEINPOETRY

 Toneexpressesthepoet'sorspeaker'sattitudetowardthesubject,thereader,orherselfor
himself.

 Tonecanshiftthroughapoem.

ADJECTIVESUSEDTODESCRIBETONE

 Thefollowingarethecommontone/attitudewords:

Word Meaning
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1.

2.

3.

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Accommodating

Accusatory

Humorous

Optimistic

Pessimistic

Sadistic

Bitter

Malicious

Respectful

Resigned

Loving

Understanding

Spiteful

Inferior

Nostalgic

Critical

Cynical

Ironical

Patronizing

condescending

Satirical

Slanderous

Supportive

Willingtohelp.Alsooblidging.

chargingofwrongdoing.

Makingonelaugh.

Havinghope.

Havingnohope.

Beingcrueltoothers.

exhibitingstronganimosityasaresultofpainorgrief.

Intendingtoharm.

Showingrespect.

Reluctantlyacceptingsomethingunpleasant.

Feelingorshowinglove.

Sympatheticto

Wantingtohurt/annoy/offend.

Feelingsmallerbefore.

Havealookatthehappy/goodpast.

Pointingoutmistakesin.

Havinglittlefaithin.

Meaningtheoppositeof.

Belittle/considerinferior.

afeelingofsuperiority

Mocking/ridiculing.

Makingfalsestatementabout.

Givinghelp/encouragement
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24

25

26

27

Contemptuous

Judgmental

obsequious

callous

derisive

.    ribald

Despising/lookingdownupon.

authoritativeandoftenhavingcriticalopinions

politeandobedientinordertogainsomething

.       unfeeling,insensitivetofeelingsofothers.

ridiculing,mocking

offensiveinspeechorgesture

TonePoems

AFREEDOM SONG
BYMarjorieOludheMacgoye(Kenya)

Atienowashesdishes,
Atienoplucksthechicken,
Atienogetsupearly,
Bedshersucksdowninthekitchen,
Atienoeightyearsold
Atienoyo.

Sinceshe’smysister’schild
Atienoneedsnopay
Whilesheworksmywifecansit
Sewingeachsunnyday,
WithherearningIsupport
Atienoyo.

Atieno’sslyandjealous
Badexampletothekids
Sinceshemindsthem,likeaschoolgirl
Wantstheirdresses,shoesandbeads.
Atienotenyearsold,
Atienoyo.

Nowmywifehasgonetostudy
Atieno’slessfree,
Don’tIfeedher,schoolmyownones,
Paytheparty,unionfee
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Allforprogress?Aren’tyougrateful,
Atienoyo?

Visitorsneedmuchattention,
SpeciallywhenIworknights.
Thatgirlstaystoolongatmarket
Whowillteachherwhatisright?
Atienorisingfourteen,
Atienoyo.

Atieno’shadababy
Soweknowthatsheisbad
Fifty-fiftyitmaylive
Torepeatthelifeshehad,
Endinginpostpartum bleeding
Atienoyo.

Atieno’ssoonreplaced
Meatandsugarmorethanall
Sheateinsuchanarrowlife
Werelavishedinherfuneral
Atieno’sgonetoglory
Atienoyo.

Thetoneissympathetictothechild.

IronicTone

Readthepoem “BuildingtheNation”

Thepoetusesanironictone,andhischoiceofwordsclearlyreflectshisbitternessandangeraboutthe
pretencebyleaderslikethePS,whoattempttohidetheirgreedandselfishnessbehindemptyofficial
meetings.

NostalgiaPoems

Thetwopoemsbelowhavenostalgictone.

1.NostalgiabyBillyCollins

Rememberthe1340s?WeweredoingadancecalledtheCatapult.

Youalwaysworebrown,thecolorcrazeofthedecade,

andIwasdrapedinoneofthosecapesthatwerepopular,

theoneswithunicornsandpomegranatesinneedlework.
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Everyonewouldpauseforbeerandonionsintheafternoon,

andatnightwewouldplayagamecalled“FindtheCow.”

Everythingwashand-letteredthen,notliketoday.

Wherehasthesummerof1572gone?Brocadeandsonnet

marathonsweretherage.Weusedtodressupintheflags

ofrivalbaroniesandconqueroneanotherincoldroomsofstone.

OutonthedancefloorwewerealldoingtheStruggle

whileyoursisterpracticedtheDaphneallaloneinherroom.

Weborrowedthejargonoffarriersforourslang.

Thesedayslanguageseemstransparent,abadlybrokencode.

The1790swillnevercomeagain.Childhoodwasbig.

Peoplewouldtakewalkstotheverytopsofhills

andwritedownwhattheysawintheirjournalswithoutspeaking.

Ourcollarswerehighandourhatswereextremelysoft.

Wewouldsurpriseeachotherwithalphabetsmadeoftwigs.

Itwasawonderfultimetobealive,orevendead.

Iam veryfondoftheperiodbetween1815and1821.

Europetrembledwhilewesatstillforourportraits.

AndIwouldlovetoreturnto1901ifonlyforamoment,

timeenoughtowindupamusicboxanddoafewdancesteps,

orshootmebackto1922or1941,oratleastletme

recapturetheserenityoflastmonthwhenwepicked

berriesandglidedthroughafternoonsinacanoe.
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Eventhismorningwouldbeanimprovementoverthepresent.

Iwasinthegardenthen,surroundedbythehum ofbees

andtheLatinnamesofflowers,watchingtheearlylight

flashofftheslantedwindowsofthegreenhouse

andsilverthelimbsontherowsofdarkhemlocks.

Asusual,Iwasthinkingaboutthemomentsofthepast,

lettingmymemoryrushoverthem likewater

rushingoverthestonesonthebottom ofastream.

Iwaseventhinkingalittleaboutthefuture,thatplace

wherepeoplearedoingadancewecannotimagine,

adancewhosenamewecanonlyguess.

2.PATRIOTINTOTRAITORBYROBERTBROWNING

Itwasroses,roses,alltheway, 

Withmyrtlemixedinmypathlikemad:

Thehouse-roofsseemedtoheaveandsway, 

Thechurch-spiresflames,suchflagstheyhad, 

Ayearagoonthisveryday. 

Theairbrokeintoamistwithbells, 

Theoldwallsrockedwiththecrowdandcries. 

HadIsaid,"Goodfold,merenoiserepels--

Butgivemeyoursunfrom yonderskies!"

Theyhadanswered,"Andafterward,whatelse?"

Alack,itwasIwholeapedatthesun

Togiveitmylovingfriendstokeep!

Noughtmancoulddo,haveIleftundone:

Andyouseemyharvest,whatIreap

Thisveryday,nowayearisrun. 

There'snobodyonthehouse-topsnow--

Justapalsiedfewatthewindowsset;
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Forthebestofthesightis,allallow, 

AttheShambles'Gate--or,betteryet, 

Bytheveryscaffold'sfoot.Itrow. 

Igointherain,andmorethanneeds, 

Aropecutsbothmywritsbehind;

Andthink,bythefeel,myforeheadbleeds, 

Fortheyfling,whoeverhasamind,

Stonesatmeformyyear'smisdeeds. 

ThusIentered,andthusIgo!

Intriumphs,peoplehavedroppeddowndead. 

"Paidbytheworld,whatdostthouowe

Me?"--Godmightquestion;nowinstead, 

'TisGodshallrepay:Iam saferso. 

MOODINPOETRY
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 Moodisreferredtoastheatmosphere,asitcreatesanemotionalsituationthatsurroundsthereaders.

Moodisdevelopedinaliterarypiecethroughvariousmethods.Itcanbedevelopedthroughsetting,

theme,toneanddiction.

CommonMoodWords

Word Meaning

Agreeable

Angry

Nostalgic

Sad

Amusing

Defiant

Diffident

Festive

Indifferent

Sorrowful

Melancholic

Excited

Remorseful

Solemn

Serene

Violent

Pleasing.

Bitterwith.

Lookingatthehappypast.

Nothappy.

Makingonelaugh.

Opposingopenly.

Lackingself-confidence.

Joyous

Nothavinginterestin.

Sadbecausesthbadhashappened.

Sad

Happy.

Showingregret/repentance.

Nothappy/notsmiling.

Calm/peaceful

Useforce/fighting.

Poem withSadMood

WaitingForMyDad

ByAmy

Isitaloneinthedarkness
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Waiting...
Waitingforhim tocomebacktome.
Canhehearmycries?
Canhefeelmytears?
Canhesensemybreakingheart?
Godonlyknowssuchafact.
Howcanthisbethathecan'tseeme?
IsitbecauseI'm sittingaloneinthedarkness?
IjustwalkpasteveryoneasifIwereinvisible.
Canheseemenow?
Canheseethepainhe'scausedme?
Ordoeshelookpastit?
IthinkIshouldmoveon,
Butsomethingtellsmetowait.
It'smyheart.
I'llgivehim onemorechance
Heneedstoprovehislovetome.
AsIreturntositaloneinthedarkness...
Waiting.

MelancholicMoodPoem

Onlongerevenings,
Light,chillandyellow,
Bathestheserene
Foreheadsofhouses.
Athrushsings,
Laurel-surrounded
Inthedeepbaregarden,
Itsfresh-peeledvoice
Astonishingthebrickwork.
Itwillbespringsoon,
Itwillbespringsoon—
AndI,whosechildhood
Isaforgottenboredom,
Feellikeachild
Whocomesonascene
Ofadultreconciling,
Andcanunderstandnothing
Buttheunusuallaughter,
Andstartstobehappy.

"TheTrees."

Thetreesarecomingintoleaf
Likesomethingalmostbeingsaid;
Therecentbudsrelaxandspread,
Theirgreennessisakindofgrief.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

Isitthattheyarebornagain
Andwegrowold?No,theydietoo,
Theiryearlytrickoflookingnew
Iswrittendowninringsofgrain.

Yetstilltheunrestingcastlesthresh
InfullgrownthicknesseveryMay.
Lastyearisdead,theyseem tosay,
Beginafresh,afresh,afresh.

HappyMoodPoem

Sofineadayitistoday
TotheworldIsendoutmyhopeandcare
HappyandjoyfulIam sotoallImustsay
ThatIwillrememberyouallinmyprayer.

Iwokeupwithasmileuponmyface
AfterknowingagainthatIwasstillalive
AndIam notillthroughGODandhisgrace
AnotheryearandnightIdidsurvive.

ThemorninghasbegunandIam awake
Andmywalletisfullofmoney
IowenobillsmyfinancesIwillnotbreak
SoIwillgooutwhileitisniceandsunny.

Iwillgreetallcomerswithawaveorahello
AsIam walkingdownthestreet
Iam livingforthedayandnotforlongago
AndnostrangerstodaywillImeet.

IwillfeedthebirdsandIwillpetthedogs
IfIdecidetowalktothepark
AndIwillnotbeanuisancetoanywhojogs
MydayisadayofhappinessasIdoembark.

Todayissuchabeautifulday
SoIdecidedtostartitoffwithapleasantattitude
Iwishedtodaywasaholiday
SinceIwokeupinajoyfulandhappymood.

RandyL.McClave



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

ANALYSISOFPOETRY
tounderstandtheanalysisofpoetry,studythediagram below.



isabokemicah@gmail.com

Novels,UpdatedKASNEB,ICT,College,HighSchoolNotes&RevisionKits 0714497530

Nowtrytoanalysethetwopoemsbelowfollowingtheguidelines.

"ItWasLongAgo"
EleanorFarjeon

I'lltellyou,shallI,somethingIremember?
Somethingthatstillmeansagreatdealtome.
Itwaslongago.

AdustyroadinsummerIremember,
Amountain,andanoldhouse,andatree
Thatstood,youknow.

Behindthehouse.AnoldwomanIremember
Inaredshawlwithagreycatonherknee
Hummingunderatree.

SheseemedtheoldestthingIcanremember,
ButthenperhapsIwasnotmorethanthree.
Itwaslongago.

Idraggedonthedustyroad,andIremember
Howtheoldwomanlookedoverthefenceatme
Andseemedtoknow

Howitfelttobethree,andcalledout,
Iremember'Doyoulikebilberriesandcream fortea?'
Iwentunderthetree

Andwhileshehummed,andthecatpurred,Iremember
Howshefilledasaucerwithberriesandcream forme
Solongago,

Suchberriesandsuchcream asIremember
Ineverhadseenbefore,andneversee
Today,youknow.

AndthatisalmostallIcanremember,
Thehouse,themountain,thegreycatonherknee,
Herredshawl,andthetree,

Andthetasteoftheberries,thefeelofthesunIremember,
Andthesmellofeverythingthatusedtobe
Solongago,
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TilltheheatontheroadoutsideagainIremember,
Andhowthelongdustyroadseemedtohaveforme
Noend,youknow.

ThatisthefarthestthingIcanremember.
Itwon'tmeanmuchtoyou.Itdoestome.
ThenIgrewup,yousee.

Read“TheAfricanBeggar”belowandtryyourhandatanalysingthepoem.

AfricanBeggar
RaymondTong

SprawledinthedustoutsidetheSyrianstore,
atargetforsmallchildren,dogsandflies,
aheapofverminousragsandmattedhair,
hewatchesuswithcunning,reptileeyes,
hisnoseless,smallpoxedfacecreasedinasneer.

Sometimesheshowshisyellowstumpsofteeth
andwhinesforalms,perceivingthatwebear
thecurseofpity;agrotesquemaskofdeath,
withhandslikeclawsabouthisbegging-bowl.

Butoftenheislyingallalone
withintheshadowofacrumblingwall,
lostinthetracklessjungleofhispain,
clutchingthepitilessredearthinvain
andwhimperinglikeastrickenanimal.


