
THEORIGINOFABAGUSII

Mogusii,thefatherofAbagusiiwithhisbrothersmovedontoMountMasaba

(MountElgon)alongRiverNzoiawheretheynoticedthattheirlargegrouphad

lessenedinnumber.WhilecrossingriverNzoiaababygirlwasbornandnamed

Kwamboka–whichmeanscrossing*.

FromMountElgonAbagusiimovedtoGesero(Bungoma)wheretheirgrandfather

Osogo(Onsongo)diedduetooldageandwasburiedatMt.Elgon.Themigration

continuedthroughSiayatoBisumu(Kisumu)wheretheyconstructedandlivedin

roundsmallhuts(ebisumu).

They

experiencedsomehostilityfromtheLuo,whichmadethemtocrossEkemunto(flat

marshyarea)ofRiverNyandowhereababygirl,Kemuntowasborn.Theirgreat

grandmother(KimanyiKonyakoomogendi)diedatGesumwawhereshehadbeen

leftbehindundercareofservantswhiletherestofthecommunitymovedon.

AnotherversionsaysthatshediedatEkeruboEkenerwa(Ahero),Kanoplains

hencethenameKerubo.

Mogusiihadfivewives:Bonareri,Nyaboke,Bosibori,BwariandMokeira(seeclans

elsewhere)andthesewerehisgrandparents:MogusiiwassonofOsogowassonof

KalmeriwhowassonofKigoma.KigomawassonofRibiakawhowassonofKintu

orMtu(Mondo)Bantu.TheirmotherwasknownasKimanyi,Konyakoomogendi.(a

realwalkerormover)

Mogusiihadthefollowingbrothers:1.Luhyia2.Gekoyo(Kikuyu)3.Momeru(Meru)

whowasatwinbrothertoMogusii4.Omorwanda5.Matagaro,whosedescendants

died.6.Ong’eta(Suba)Motende(Kuria/Watende)andMokamba(Kamba)were

theirnephews.

FromKanoplainstheymovedontoSondubyRisonto(SonduRiver).Thisareawas

denselycoveredbyemeraaatypeofshrub,sotheAbagusiinamedMoraagirl

childrenborninthisregion.TheycameuptoMasosa(Miruka/Riochanda)byThe

Sonduriver’ssideofGusiitoKabianga(denial–wheretheiranimalsstarteddying

ingreatnumbers)forcingthemtomoveonto“turetiyaabagakapresentdayBuret.



AfterthattheymovedtoOndicho(Kericho),Mosoti(Sotik)whereMogusiithe

Abagusiis’grandfatherdied.

TheycontinuedtoErungu(Olengurwa),Makuru(Nakuru),whereonegroup

followedtheirbrotherGekoyotoNyakongiti(Gilgil),Rikobu(Kinangop),Ebate

(Abardares),toSagero(MtKenya),thenbacktoOmbaso(Naivasha),

Ring’orong’ocheriamakere(Longonot).AsecondgroupfollowedtheMomeruall

thewaytoTigana(Thigania–meaningpartingways)whereAbagusiiandAbameru

partedways.

AthirdgroupwentsouthtoEmara(Mara)throughkerubokiamarongakingaero

(Narok),toKiligoristowardsBongoro(Tanganyika).Whileatthepresent

TanzanianboundarywithKenya,Abaikwabe(Kipsigis)becamehostiletothem

forcingthemtomovetoMigorileavingtheAbatende/Kuriabehind.

TheyalsomovedfurthertoKarungu,ShindowheretheAbasoba(Suba)remained.

Intheirlastmovements,theyleftShindoandmovedtoHomaBaywhereitis

claimedthatOmachethehusbandofMoncharidied.Leavingherherwiththree

sonsnamely:1.Onyando(ancestorofAbanyando)2.Keire(Abakeire)and3.

Omariba(Abamariba)

AfterhisdeathMonchariwasinheritedbyomorwaroche(Luo)calledChwanya

withwhomtheywereblessedwiththreechildrennamely:Rachwonyo,Nyaanda

andChamwaa

FromHomabayAbagusiimigratedtoTamache(Tabaka)thensettlingat

Nyagoenani/Inani.ItisbelievedthattheAbagusiitraditionalweddinganklets,

ebitingestartedwhiletheywereatNyagoenaniwheretheystartedAbagusii

emegiroandtraditionsalsotheybrokeintothreemaingroups.

FinallytheyscatteredwithmajoritysettlingatpresentdayMarani(Bogetutu),

Manganse(Chache)practicingfarmingandlivestockkeeping.Theylivedinonebig

villageledbyclanelderswhosoughtoutdisputesandguidedthecommunityin

basicmatterssuchas:

Howtodetecttimebyusingshadowsfacingthesun;morningwasknownbyifthe

shadowwasrightbehindsomeonefacingthedirectionofsunrise.



Noontimewhentheshadowwasdirectlyunderonewhile

Eveningwhentheshadowisinfrontofonewhilefacingthedirectionofsunrise.

Thepositionoftheshadowguidedthemonwhatgreetingtoapply.Wheneverthey

thoughtofmovingtoanewplace,theyfirstsentchindoti(spies)aheadtocheck

whetheritwassafeorconduciveforthem.
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