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The First Sunday after The Epiphany - Timket 
The Commemoration of the Miracle at Cana of Galilee
Tir 15 - January 23
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church commemorates on this Thirteenth day of Tir, being January Twenty-first on the Western calendar, the miracle that Our Lord Jesus Christ performed at Cana of Galilee. It was the first miracle that Our Lord Jesus performed after His Baptism. 
The Lord Jesus was invited to the wedding along with His virgin mother, St. Mary, and also some of His disciples. When they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 
There were set there six water pots of stone. Jesus said to them. "Fill the water pots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the master of the feast." 
When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, he said to the bridegroom, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine and when the guests have well drunk, then that which is inferior; but you have kept the good wine until now." 
This was the beginning of the signs The Lord Jesus did in Cana of Galilee and manifested His glory and His disciples believed in Him. (St. John 2:1-11) 
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The Commemoration of the Prophet Obadiah
SUNDAY
Tir 15 - January 23
The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, on this Fifteenth day of Tir, the Twenty-third day of January on the Western calendar, marks the "falling asleep" of the Old Testament Prophet Obadiah.
Obadiah was the son of Hananya, from the tribe of Judah. His name, which means "servant (or worshipper) of The Lord".  Obadiah prophesied in the days of King Jehoshaphat, King of Judah. He is classified as one of the "Minor Prophet" in the Old Testament due to the brevity of the writing (only 21 verses) and the content (the Prophetic material). An Old Testament Prophet was not only a person believed to have been given Divine insight into future events, but also believed to be a person whom The Lord used to declare His word.
It was said that Obadiah was the head of the fifty men who were sent by King Ahaziah, for the third time, to Elijah the Prophet. He came to Elijah in humility and pleaded with him not to destroy him as those who preceded him, for fire had come down from heaven and burned them. He asked the Prophet Elijah to have compassion upon him and to come with him to go to see King Ahaziah. The Prophet went with him as was told by the Angel of the Lord. (2 Kings 1:15) 
Thus, Obadiah realized that to serve Elijah the Prophet was far more noble than to serve earthly kings, and that if he were to accompany him, it would lead him to the service of the Heavenly King. He left the service of the King and followed Elijah, and was filled with the grace of God. 
He prophesied for more than twenty years. He prophesied about the destruction of the land of Edom, for they rejoiced for the distress of the people of God. (Obadiah 1-16) He also prophesied about the salvation of Jerusalem and her victory over the Family of Esau, and her victory over all her enemies. (Obadiah 17-21) 
The actual year of the Prophet's death is still debated among Christian and Jewish Biblical Scholars. It is established in the Sacred Scriptures that the during the reign of Jehoram, Edom revolted (II Kings 8:20-22; II Chron. 21:8-10) and set up their own king. It was during this time, about 845 B.C., that the Prophet Obadiah gave his prophecy to the people of Edom. This places him at least eight hundred and twenty-five years before the Incarnation - Birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. He departed and was buried in the tomb of his fathers. 
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The Feast of Saint Abba Sahma
"One of the Nine Saints"
MONDAY
Tir 16 - January 24
The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church venerates the memory of St. Abba Sahma on this Sixteenth day of the month of Tir, being the Twenty-fourth day of January on the Western calendar. 
One of the Nine Saints of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, it is told that Abba Sahma was a native of Antioch in Syria. Along with the other eight, who came from various locations within the Christian Roman Empire, they each escaped persecution against Tewahedo Christians after the Greco-Roman Council of Chalcedon, which was held in 451 A.D. 
Abba Sahma was a very learned Monk - Priest; he helped in the revitalized of Christianity in Ethiopia and with the other eight Saints, translated the Holy Scripture of the New Testament into Ge'ez, at the time both the common and liturgical language of Ethiopia. 
Tradition says that St. Abba Sahma settled in are area called Sadenya. A Monastery named for him is said to exist on a small mountain named Dimbela, near Adwa.
The Feast of St. Jacob of Nisibis
Bishop of Nisibis
One of the 318 Father of Nicea
WEDNESDAY
Tir 18 - January 26

The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church celebrates on this Eighteenth day of the month of Tir, on the Western calendar, the Twenty-sixth day of January, one of the Great Orthodox Fathers of the First Council at Nicea, St. Abba Jacob of Nisibis.
Abba Jacob was born in the later years of the Third Century in the city of Nisibis, located near the present day Turkey/Iraq border. His ancestry was Assyrian and in his early youth he chose the Monastic life over marriage. He was well educated, being a student alongside St. Abba Gregory in Caesarea, which was a famous educational center in ancient Asia Minor, in present day Armenia.
St. Abba Jacob's holiness as well known; he lived like the Prophet John the Baptist, wearing a sackcloth made of animal hair to protect him from the heat of summer and the cold of winter. His food was composed of the vegetation of the earth and he drank only water. For this reason, he was a very thin man, but his soul was illumined and full of God's grace. He was gifted by Almighty God with the gift of Prophecy and with performing miracles in the Name of Christ Jesus. He also was able to foretell the future and he advised the people of what would happen to them in advance...his miracles are numerous.
In 308 A.D., his holiness and virtues life became so widely known that he was chosen to be the 1st Bishop over the city of Nisibis. Abba Melidos, Archbishop of Antioch was the principle Consecrator of St. Abba Jacob. 
Abba Jacob shepherded the flock of Christ very well, and protected his people from the Arian heresy. St. Abba Jacob was one of the 318 Bishops who attended the first Universal Council at Nicea in 325 A.D., which defended and proclaimed the Orthodox Tewahedo Christian faith. He also was serving as Bishop of Nisibis, when the Persian King Shapur II sent his army to the city and surrounded it.  After a 70-day siege, the Persian army failed to break through to the city, due to the wise leadership and prayers of Abba Jacob. It is probably because of this historical episode that the Armenian St. Nersess Shnorhali composed a moving hymn dedicated to St. Abba Jacob memory.
The Armenian Orthodox Tewahedo Church also had a Monastery at the foot of Mt. Ararat built in the honor of St. Jacob in the early 5th century. However, it was destroyed in a sever earthquake in 1840 A.D.
After a long life, dedicated to the service of the Orthodox Tewahedo faith in Christ Jesus and his flock (as Bishop) he departed this life in 338 A.D. His tomb is still to be found to this day in the Cathedral in Nisibis. 
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The Feast of Saint Abba Prochorus
Bishop - One of the Seventy Disciples of The Lord - Martyr
FRIDAY
Tir 20 - January 28
On this Twentieth day of the month of Tir, being the Twenty-eighth day of January on the Western calendar, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church commemorates St. Abba Prochorus.
Along with being one of the Seventy Disciples who were called by The Lord Jesus Christ and sent to preach His Name, and granted gifts of healing and the casting out of evil spirits, St. Prochorus was among the original first Deacons in the Church (see Acts 6:1-6), along with Saints Stephen, Philip, Parmenas, Nicanor, Timon and Nicholas.
St. Prochorus, along with serving the Church at Jerusalem as a Deacon, he accompanied the Holy Apostle St. Peter in his apostolic work in Palestine and even to Antioch, at the invitation of the Saints Barnabas and Paul.
After the Dormition of the Most Blessed Ever-Virgin St. Mary - Astario Mariam, St. Abba Prochorus became a companion and co-worker of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist Saint Yohannes. Later when the Apostle St. Yohannes was banished to the Island of Patmos by the Roman Imperial Authorities, he went with the Holy Apostle and was his scribe, who wrote down the visions which St. Yohannes say concerning the end times (The Book of Revelations).
When the exile on the Island of Patmos ended, the Holy Apostle St. Yohannes consecrated Abba Prochorus as Bishop for the city of Nicomedia in Bithynia, where he labored preaching the Name of The Lord Jesus, bringing many to faith in Christ, baptizing them and teaching them to keep the Commandments of God. Abba Prochorus had a Church built for the Christians in Nicomedia, ordained Priests and Deacons for them, after which he went to the surrounding cities and preached The Holy Gospel. He suffered many afflictions and hardships because of his preaching of the Name of Jesus. At Antioch he received the Crown of Martyrdom. 
The Third Sunday after The Epiphany - Timket
February 06 - Tir 29
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The Feast of St. Clement of Angora
Deacon - Martyr
SATURDAY
Tir 28 - February 05
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On this Twenty-eight day of the month of Tir, being the Fifth day of February on the Western calendar, the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church venerates the memory of St. Clement of Angora, the ancient capital of Galatia, in Asia Minor, which was known to the Greeks and Romans as Ancyra.
St. Clement was the son of a faithful Christian mother named Euphrasia who raised and instructed him in the teachings of the Christian Faith and ethics. From the time that he was twelve years old, Clement walked in the way of virtue, and he practiced ascetic life. He learned to dry vegetables, imitating "the three saintly young men" who did the same, as is recorded in the Book of the Prophet Daniel.
When a young man St. Clement was ordained Deacon; the Spirit of God was upon him. His fame spread out throughout the Roman Imperial world until it reached Emperor Diocletian. Diocletian had St. Clement arrested and brought before him to entice and to promise Clement that he would adopt him as a son if Clement agreed to worship idols. When Clement did not give in to these demands, Diocletian had him tortured for his faith in Christ Jesus. During these painful tortures Almighty God strengthened Clement and exposed His enemies. Refusing to deny Christ, the Emperor ordered St. Clement beheaded; he was granted the Crown of Martyrdom. His body was taken by a faithful woman, whose name was Sophia, who buried him with great honor in the Church that bore his name. 

The Commemoration of St. Xene of Rome
Female Monastic - Nun
SUNDAY
Tir 29 - February 06
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church venerates the memory on this Twenty-ninth day of the month of Tir, the Sixth day of February of the Western calendar, the Virgin Monastic, St. Xene of Rome.
St. Xene was the daughter of one of the patrician (noble) families of old Rome. She was the only daughter of her parents, who were devout Christians who educated her in the Orthodox Christian faith of the Fathers. Even as a young girl she was accustomed to fasting, vigil prayers and visiting the sick, those in prison and assist all in any need.
Even at an early age she used to visit the Convent of Nuns in Rome and join the Monastic Sisters in their communal prayers. When visiting the Convents she always food and other goods that the Sisters could distribute among the poor that came to the Convents. Often she would spend days at the Convent reading the biographies of the Saints and praying to Almighty God, that He would grant her to share in the lives of the Sister by herself becoming a Female Monastic - Nun.
One day when St. Xene came back from a visit to one of the Convent of Nuns she found that a certain Government Official had paid a visit with her parents and arranged a marriage between the Saint and his Officials son. St. Xene parents were delighted with the proposed marriage and went out and brought her the best of wedding clothing and the most precious gems and furnishings for her new life as a married woman. 
Just before her wedding day, St. Xene asked her mother to allow her to go to one of the Convents to visit a friend who had recently joined that Female Monastic Community as a Nun. Her mother gave her permission, since Xene was soon to be married and therefore would be preoccupied with her new married life. 
St. Xene went and packed up her most precious valuables and with two of her female servants went quickly to the shipping docks. There she found a ship making a trip to Cyprus, which she paid passage on and departed with the ship. On her arrival she went to visit St. Epiphanius, the Archbishop of Salamis and Metropolitan of all Cyprus, who was a one of the living "Fathers" of the Church, being a powerful defender and spiritual Father of the Orthodox Faith. Xene told her story to Abba Epiphanius and he advised her to go to Alexandria and to seek spiritual direction of Pope Abba Theophilus, the Patriarch. St. Xene did as Abba Epiphanius directed and upon arriving in Alexandria met with Abba Theophilus. In there meeting she shared with him her desire to live the Monastic life; Abba Theophilus after much prayer agreed and he tonsured (cut her hair) Xene and clothed her in the Monastic habit of a Nun.
Having received the Monastic habit as a Nun, St. Xene sold all her jewels, gold, silver and clothing that she had brought with her and used the money to have a Church built in honor of the holy Archdeacon and Martyr, Saint Stephen.
Her life in the Convent which Abba Theophilus had placed her in was one of great joy to her. She practiced asceticism and strived for holiness; for The Lord Jesus said: "be holy and your Father in heaven is Holy." She lived only on bread and some moistened vegetables. She did not eat any cooked food and she slept not in a bed or cot, but on the ground of her cell. She lived in this manner for than twenty years in the Convent.
After she fell asleep in The Lord, Almighty God manifested a sign in heaven to revel the blessings that she had received for her life devoted to Christ. At midday, a Cross of light, whose light exceeded that of the sun, appeared in the heavens and around it a circle of stars that shone like jeweled crowns. The Cross remained shinning until St. Xene body was buried with the other saintly Virgin - Nuns in the Convent cemetery, then this sign disappeared. The Sisters of the Covent and all the Christian people of the area knew that the appearance of the sign of The Cross was a witness from Almighty God of St. Xene virtue.

Yekatit
The Commemoration of the Second Ecumenical Council
TUESDAY
Yekatit 01 - February 08
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On this First day of the month of Yekatit, on the Western calendar the Eight of February, in the year 381 A.D., one hundred and fifty learned Fathers of the Church assembled upon the order of the Roman Emperor Theodosius the Great, in the city of Constantinople. They assembled to judge Macedonius, Patriarch of Constantinople, and Sabellius and Apollinaris, for their blasphemy against God the Word (Jesus Christ) and God the Holy Spirit.
When this blasphemy became widespread, the Holy Fathers of the Church were concerned about the peace of the Church, and made these heresies known to Emperor Theodosius. He ordered that a Council be assembled and invited Abba Timothy, Pope/Patriarch of Alexandria; Abba Damasus, Pope of Rome; Abba Petros (Peter), Patriarch of Antioch; and Abba Cyril (Kyrillos), Patriarch of Jerusalem. They came to the Council with their brother Bishops, except the Pope of Rome, who delegated others to attend on his behalf.
When the Council convened in Constantinople, they called upon Macedonius, then Patriarch of this same City. Abba Timothy, Pope/Patriarch of Alexandria, who was presiding over the Council, asked him, "What is your belief?" Macedonius answered that the Holy Spirit was created like any other creature. Abba Timothy said, "The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God. If we say as you claim that the Spirit of God is created, we are saying, in essence, that His Life is created, and therefore, He is 'lifeless' without it." He advised Macedonius to renounce his erroneous belief. When he refused, Macedonius was Excommunicated, Anathematized and striped of all Clerical rank and deposed from his Office at Patriarch.
Then Abba Timothy asked Sabellius, "And you, what is your belief?" He answered, "The Trinity is one being and one person." Abba Timothy said, "If the Trinity is as you claim, then the mentioning of the Trinity is groundless, and your Baptism is futile, because it is in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and the Trinity would have suffered pain and died, and the saying of the Gospel would be invalid, when it is said that the Son was in the Jordan River, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the likeness of a dove, and the Father called upon Him from heaven." Then Abba Timothy advised him to renounce his belief. When Sabellius did not accept, he was Excommunicated, Anathematized and striped of all Clerical rank.
Ultimately, the Council excommunicated these three and all those who agreed with them. Then they completed the Creed that was established by the Holy Fathers at the Council of Nicea until its saying, "Of Whose Kingdom shall be no end." The Fathers of the Council of Constantinople added, "Truly we believe in the Holy Spirit; The Lord, and Giver of Life; Who proceeds from the Father. Who with the Father and the Son together is Worshipped and glorified; Who spoke through the Prophets. We truly believe in One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church; We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins: And We look for the Resurrection of the dead: and the Life of the world to come.  Amen. They put down many Canons that are still in the hands of the believers today. 

The Feast of Saint Abba Paul of Thebes
Greatest of the Anchorite Monks
WEDNESDAY
Yekatit 02 - February 09
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On the Second day of month of Yekatit (Ethiopian Calendar), the Ninth of February (Western Calendar) the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church commemorates the greatest of the Desert Monastics, Saint Abba Paul of Thebes. 
Born in the City of Alexandria, Abba Paul and his older brother, whose name was Peter, grew up in a wealthy family. After the death of their parents and the days of mourning for them were ended, the two brothers began to divide their inheritance from their Parents estate. When his brother took the greater share, Paul's feelings were hurt by his brother's action. He said to his brother, "Why don't you give me my rightful share of the inheritance of my father?" Peter responded, "You are a young man, and I am afraid that you might squander it. As for me, I will keep it for you." When they did not agree with each other, they went to the governor to judge between them. On their way, they saw a funeral procession. Paul asked one of the mourners about the deceased man. Paul was told that he was one of the noble and rich people of the city, and that he left his riches and his wealth behind, and that they were taking him to bury him with only his garment. St. Paul sighed in his heart and said to himself, "What do I have to do then with all the money of this temporal world which I shall leave naked?" He looked to his brother Peter and said to him, "My brother, let us return, for I shall not ask you for anything, not even for what is mine." On their way back, Paul left his brother and went on his way until he came out of the city. Paul found a grave where he stayed for three days praying to the Lord Jesus Christ to guide him to what pleases Him. As for his brother, he searched for Paul diligently and when he did not find him, he was very sorry for what he had done.
Almighty God sent St. Paul an Angel who took him out of this place, and walked with him until they reached the eastern inner wilderness. He stayed there for 70 years, during which he saw no one. He put on a tunic made of palm tree fiber. The Lord sent him a raven every day with a half loaf of bread. 
When the Lord wanted to reveal the holiness of St. Paul and his righteousness, He sent His Angel to St. Anthony (Antonius) the Great, who thought that he was the first to dwell in the wilderness. The Angel told St. Anthony, "There is a man who lives in the inner wilderness; the world is not worthy of his footsteps. By his prayers, the Lord brings rain and dew to fall on the Earth, and bring the flood of the Nile in its due season." 
When St. Anthony heard this, he rose right away and went to the inner wilderness, a distance of one day's walk. God guided him to the cave of St. Paul. He entered, and they bowed to each other, and sat down talking about the greatness of the Lord.
In the evening, the raven came bringing a whole loaf of bread. St. Paul said to St. Anthony, "Now, I know that you are one of the children of God. For 70 years, the Lord has been sending to me every day, half a loaf of bread, but today, the Lord is sending your food also. Now, go and bring me back in a hurry the Tunic that Emperor had given to Pope/Patriarch Athanasius of Alexandria. So St. Anthony went to St. Athanasius, and brought the Tunic from him and returned to St. Paul. On his way back, he saw the soul of St. Paul carried by the Angels up to heaven. When he arrived to the cave, he found that St. Paul had departed from this world. He kissed him, weeping, and clothed him in the Tunic that he asked for, and he took St. Paul's own palm fiber tunic.
When St. Anthony wanted to bury St. Paul, he wondered how he would dig the Grave to bury the Saint of God. Two Lions entered the cave, bowed their heads before the body of the Hermit St. Paul, and shook their heads as if they were asking St. Anthony what to do. St. Anthony knew that they were sent from God. He marked the length and width of the body on the ground, and they dug the grave with their claws, according to St. Anthony's directions. St. Anthony then buried the body of the Saint, and went back to Pope/Patriarch Athanasius and told him what had happened. St. Athanasius sent men to bring St. Paul's body to him. They spent several days searching in the mountains, but they could not find the place of his grave. St. Paul appeared to the St. Athanasius in a vision and told him that the Lord would not allow the revelation of the location of his body. 
Pope Athanasius used to wear the palm fiber tunic of the Hermit St. Paul three times a year during the Eucharistic Sacrifice - Qiddasie. One time, he wanted to let the people know about the holiness of the owner of that tunic. He put it over a dead man, and the dead man rose up instantly. The news of this miracle spread all around the land of Egypt and to the rest of the known Christian world.
The Nineveh Fast - Tsome Nenawe
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
February 14, 15 & 16 - Yekatit 07, 08 & 09.

		[image: http://webhosting.web.com/imagelib/sitebuilder/layout/blank.gif]

	[image: http://webhosting.web.com/imagelib/sitebuilder/layout/blank.gif]
	[image: ICONS/Ninevites.jpg]
	[image: http://webhosting.web.com/imagelib/sitebuilder/layout/blank.gif]

	[image: http://webhosting.web.com/imagelib/sitebuilder/layout/blank.gif]




	The Prophet Jonah preaches to the people of Nineveh to repent


It has always been in the context of a people gathered to celebrate God's presence in their midst, that the story of the Prophet Jonas' mission to Nineveh has survived.  Successive generations in congregations received the same deposit of faith (tradition).  This same communal context has been brought to yield what, in English, is translated as "Church." The same institution represented by that word, the same Christ has promised that He will sustain, against the gates of hell, until He returns to judge history.  It is the same Church that has preserved what it inherited from their successors in the Church of the first born (Old Testament).  The same living Body of Christ has established the canon of scripture (The Bible), the interpretation of those writings according to the Creed (emnaet), which we proclaim, the cycles of the fasts preparing for feasts, and the lectionary to observe those cycles.  
At the start of this holy season, to begin to get our personal priorities back in line with God's will, as our Tewahedo Orthodox Church reminds us to prepare for the Feast of feasts  Easter - Tinsae -Fasika, let us take to heart the Apostolic counsels offered by the above readings, putting them together with the following brief set of considerations.  
Our Lord, Himself, taught that some of the demons that disrupt our lives can only be driven out by PRAYER and FASTING! At this time it would help, if each of us would begin to break it all down into a very simple study of our own behavior.  One can do this by asking, in consultation with his or her spiritual Father: "In the list of all of the things for which I pray, Do I honestly pray to be saved? Or, should it rather be, that, first, I sincerely try to acquire the habit of ceaseless prayer (Luke 18:1; 21:36; Romans 12:12 & 1Thessalonians 5:17) that I might learn to participate in that everlasting covenant of worshipping God in spirit and in truth?  As I contemplate fasting, Do I eat to live? Or, have my priorities, instead, degenerated into the fact that I live to eat?  Consider well these questions as you examine your conscience and make an appointment with your spiritual Father to formulate your rule for this season of the great fast.  Make sure that you allow time to avoid the rush.
The Monastic Fathers of Nine Saints Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Monastery



The Feast of Saint Abba Barsoma
First among the Monastics of Syria - Bishop
Defender of the Orthodox Tewahedo Faith
WEDNESDAY
Yekatit 09 - February 16
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church commemorates on this Ninth day of Yekatit (Ethiopian calendar) the Sixteenth day of February (Western calendar) the Great Holy Father of the Monks of Syria, Saint Abba Barsoma.
St. Barsoma family was from the town of Samisot in Syria in the early Fourth century. Before his birth a certain hermit came down from the hill country and prophesied concerning the yet born Barsoma. The hermit said unto his father "Surely the child born from your seed will be of great favor and the memorial of him shall be heard in all the country of Syria." The hermit then privately shared with Abba Barsoma father all that would happen to the future Saint.
Abba Barsoma grew up in the knowledge of the Holy Trinity and was a faithful son to his parents. One day Almighty God directed him to leave his parents and in his travels he came to the River Euphrates (present day Iraq). There he lived with a certain righteous Christian whose name was Abraham. He was a hermit and he received St. Barsoma and tonsured him also a hermit. After this Abba Barsoma lived in a rock cave and he fought a great fight there against the demons. His battles were so great that his fame was spoken across the land and many disciples flocked to him. 
Now the fresh water of the place where Abba Barsoma lived was very poor, almost undrinkable. Since so many men had come to join Abba Barsoma in the life as monks, the need for clear good water was very important. Therefore, Abba Barsoma went to the stream and prayed over the water; Almighty God changed it from very poor quality, bitter water to clear sweet and cool. Almighty God performed many great signs and wonders by the hand of His servant, St. Abba Barsoma.
One when Abba Barsoma and his brother monks were a long way from their Monastery and when even drew close (sunset) they were still far away from their Monastery. Abba Barsoma asked The Lord Jesus Christ to delay the setting of the sun so that they make are safe return to the Monastery. The Lord heard Abba Barsoma prayer and the sun stayed in the sky and did not set until the Saint and his fellow Monks arrived safely back to their Monastery.
And again there was a city, the name of which was Ra'am. The people who lived in this city were infidels, pagan, non Christians, and by the Will of God the rain was withheld, and no rain fell on them.  Being in great suffering due to no rain, they came to Saint Barsoma, and he admonished them, and he made an agreement with them that if they would receive instruction in the Orthodox Christian faith, he would make an abundant rain to fall upon them; and they said unto him, "Yes, we will."  St. Abba Barsoma asked The Lord Jesus Christ, and He rained on them, and they believed. There was also another city, the people whereof were also pagan, non Christians and he converted them all to the knowledge of the Holy Trinity, and he destroyed many houses of idols.  
 During the reign of the Roman Christian Emperor Theodosius II (401 - 450 A.D.), St. Abba Barsoma went and strengthened him in the Orthodox Faith, and the Emperor wished to give him a large sum of money, but he would accept nothing whatsoever from him. The Emperor wrote an order that Abba Barsoma was to have authority over all the Bishops in the country of Syria, and he gave him the Imperial ring from his finger as a token.
The Third Ecumenical Council, held at the Church of St. Mary in Ephesus (in Asian Minor) assembled in 431 A.D., on account of controversial teachings of Abba Nestorius, Patriarch of Constantinople. St. Cyril, Patriarch of Alexandria, accused Nestorius of heresy, teaching against the Orthodox faith; the Council Father, defended the Orthodox teaching of the Fathers concerning Our Lord Jesus Christ and His Mother, Our Lady St. Mary. Abba Barsoma was present with the other Orthodox Fathers and aided in the defense of the Orthodox Tewahedo Faith. 
A certain men accused Abba Barsoma to the Emperor, and said unto him, "Behold, Abba Barsoma eats and drinks well, and wears fine expensive clothing"; and the Emperor sent one of his messengers to find out if what was reported of Abba Barsoma was true.  And when the Emperor's friend came to the Saint, he did not find that even the smallest particular of the evil things which they had spoken about him was true.  He brought Abba Barsoma before the Emperor, who did not find that he had changed any of his spiritual qualities, of which he had knowledge, and the Emperor paid him great honor, and he returned to his Monastery.  
Then in the days of the Roman Emperor Marcianus (450 - 457 A.D.), a Council was called in 451 A.D., to be held in a city of Bithynia in Asia Minor, later to be known as The Council of Chalcedon. The Orthodox Tewahedo Fathers of Syria asked the Emperor that they be allowed to bring with them Abba Barsoma. This Council prompted by the Patriarch of Rome, introduced a false teaching concerning the Person of The Lord Jesus Christ. The blessed St. Abba Barsoma argued against this false teaching concerning the Nature and Person of The Lord Jesus. The heretics fought against Abba Barsoma and they wrote to all the cities urging the Christian people not to submit to Abba Barsoma authority. But being well taught by the Saint in the Orthodox Faith they did not listen to these false teachers and did not abandon the Orthodox Tewahedo Faith.
After this false Council the heretics banded themselves together and they waited on the road back to Syria in order to kill Abba Barsoma. These disciples of Satan sent a message to Abba Barsoma telling him to come and speak with them, so that they might reconcile and enter the Church together as fellow believers. Abba Barsoma went and when he came to the place at which they were to meet, these agents of Satan cast stones at St. Abba Barsoma in order to kill him. But Almighty caused the stone they through to fly back on their own heads; and they fled in terror.
Having faithful defended and suffered for the Orthodox Tewahedo Faith, Almighty God wished to take Abba Barsoma out of this valley of tear (this world). He sent an Angel who spoke with him saying: "After two days you shall depart this world." Abba Barsoma sent his brother Monks to the cities which were around the Monastery and shared with them the message from the Angel. They were in great sorrow, but he comforted the believers. 
When the two days arrived, Saint Abba Barsoma blessed his disciple, and he died in peace.  And a pillar of light appeared by the gates of his cell, and it reached to heaven, and all the believers saw it from afar off, and they came to the Saint, and they found that he was dead.  And they were blessed by him, and they wept over him, and sorrowed because of their separation from their Spiritual Father.  His disciples then prepared him for burial in a manner befitting him, and with the singing of many Psalms and Hymns they laid him in the grave.
The Scripture readings appointed for this Feast or Commemoration can be found under "Sunday & Feast Readings."
THE FEAST OF THE SAINT JAMES, SON OF ALPHAEUS
Apostle of Our Lord - Martyr
THURSDAY
Yekatit 10 - February 17
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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Calendar of Saints celebrates the Holy Apostle James, son of Alphaeus (also know as "James the Less") on the Tenth day of Yekatit of the Ethiopian calendar, February Seventeenth on the Western calendar.
The Apostle Saint James after the Feast of Pentecost preached the Holy Gospel in all the cities and villages in Judea. Returning to Jerusalem he went into the Temple and the Synagogue's and preached openly the Faith in Our Lord Jesus Christ; revealing to the Jews that Jesus was the promised Messiah of God, the Son of the Father; that before the world was He (Jesus) was with the Father. That the Lord Jesus had always existed and that after His Resurrection He ascended into heaven and sits at the great Right Hand of the Father in heaven, and that it was He Who was carried in the womb of the Blessed Virgin St. Mary; that He was God, the Incarnate Word.
These were the words of the Apostle James, son of Alphaeus to all the multitude; they upon hearing the words of the Holy Apostle because very angry and were enraged against the Apostle. They banded together against him, and seized him, putting their blood on their own heads, and took him to the Roman Governor. "This man, they said, preached to us of another king beside Caesar." When the Governor heard these accusations he asked the Apostle if what was said was true. The Apostle James repeated the words of the Saviour, which the Lord Jesus kingdom is not of this world; but that the Lord Jesus Christ is truly the King of kings, Lord of lords, by whom there is no other way to salvation. After hearing the Apostle preach the Gospel to him (the Governor) the very Governor ordered the soldiers to take the Apostle and put him to death by stoning and being beated with a club. Therefore the Holy Apostle James, son of Alphaeus received the Crown of Martyrdom and entered into the Kingdom of Heaven.
The Scripture readings appointed for this Feast or Commemoration can be found under "Sunday & Feast Readings."
The Feast of Saint Abba Fabian
Archbishop of Rome - Martyr
FRIDAY
Yekatit 11 - February 18
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On the Eleventh day of Yekatit (Ethiopian calendar) the Eighteenth day of February (Western calendar) the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church commemorates the holy, honorable shepherd of the Church of God, the Martyr, St. Abba Fabian, Archbishop of the City of Rome. 
St. Abba Fabian was chosen as Archbishop of Rome in January of 236 A.D., as the successor to Abba Pontian or Pontianus, who like so many of the Bishops at Rome in the early days of the Church had received the Crown of Martyrdom at the hands of the pagan Roman Empire.
The First Church Historian, Eusebius, relates that the Clergy and Faithful Christians at Rome assembled to elect their new Bishop saw a dove descending upon the head of the Priest Fabian, who was a stranger to the city, having been a Priest in a farming community outside of Rome. 
St. Abba Fabian was Archbishop of Rome for twelve years; he taught the Orthodox faith and during the majority of his time as Archbishop of Rome there was peace for the Christians. It is said that Abba Fabian even baptized the Rome Emperor Philip and his son, who were killed by a rival named Claudius. This infidel upon ceasing the Imperial Throne at Rome stirred up a great persecution against the Church and Abba Fabian, putting many faithful Christians to tortures and death, i.e., Martyrdom. 
The Emperor Claudius successor named Trajan Decius continued the persecution of the Christians and imprisoned Abba Fabian, who had boldly continued to preach the Gospel and condemn the Emperors for their inhuman treatment of the Christian population. Abba Fabian received the Crown of Martyrdom in 250 A.D., and was buried in the Catacomb of Callixtus, where his grave is still to be found to this day. His Episcopate was one of great importance in the history of the early Church in the West. He was highly esteemed by the great Orthodox Bishop of Carthage, St. Abba Cyprian, who upon hearing of his martyrdom wrote a long letter to the Christians at Rome, which we have to this day.



















Wisdom  from  the  Church  Fathers
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A spiritual father-confessor named Abba Benjamin, when a person had come to him for confession was talking about others and criticizing his brothers, would send the "penitent" away until he could correct himself and change his attitude.
The most simple monk, Elder David, would tell his visitors about this kind of criticism: "Be careful, do not say one person does this and the other does that. If you do so, you lose Christ's grace. Even if you see a person acting like an ass, do not criticize. Love your neighbor as you would your own self. This is what Christ tells us to do."
You should not wait until you are cleansed of wandering thoughts before you desire to pray; such distraction is not banished from the mind except by assiduous prayer requiring much labor. If you only begin to pray when you see that your mind has become perfect and exalted above all recollection of the world, then you will never pray.
St. Isaac of Nineveh 
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