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ANCIENTFICTIONALITY:Moses,Exodus

andtheConquestofTime.

LikeSargontheGreat,Mosesfoundinbulrushesandadopted.‘Travellingdown
waterisasymbolofnewepochsandchange.’

TheconquestofTime,theclaim toandproofofantiquity,hasandstilldoesengulf
allthreemembersoftheAbrahamicreligions;eachispredicatedtowardsideas,of
variousintensity,ofcommunitycontrolsandthesacrednatureofcommunityvalues;
afixedconceptofNaturalMorals;afluctuatingbeliefincharityandaidingtheweak;
adesiretolegaliseacoreofviolence;constructingitspastongreat,legendary
figures;re-constructinghistoryinordertofitparochialaimsandreligiousideologies;
obsessionwithsex,especiallyifengagedinbyothers,andfestishisingthrough
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clothes-labouringunderthebeliefthatthesexualactandprocreationareconnected
inaholyalliance;basingtheirconceptsonnarrative,from whichothernarrativesand
ideasare extrapolated,such asthe iconoclasm ofthe proto-Hebrew figure of
Abraham inpseudepigraphaclosetotheChristianera,inprobablereactiontothe
Greeks;theideaoficonoclasm isformedandnew talesaremadeofAbraham’s
attachmenttothisidea.Thepowerfuleffectofwriting,agrowingtechnology,with
theattendantmagicalbeliefinitsreality-creatingattributesenablesnewnarratives
onancientreligiouspersonalitiestobebelieved,andnew religions,suchasIslam
createdfrom thisfictionalinvention.Time,fortheAbrahamicreligions,isareligious
construct.

TheconstructionoftheideaofFaithmayhavebeengeneratedbythesereligions
andtheiradherents;Faithasanactualitystrongerandgreaterandmoreauthentic
thananykindofempiricalunderstandingoftheworld,onethatdevelopedthe
emotionalforce offanaticism,and,attimes,generates extreme violence.The
Abrahamicnarrativesandmythsprovidethedynamo’sforthesebeliefs.Michael
AllenGillepsie1holdsthatFaithconsumedhistoryashistoriarerum gestarum,a
totality ofevents recorded and understood,determining thatallevents are
consideredwithinspecifictautologies,andthatimaginationorFaithdetermined
actuality.ThelackofevidenceforMosesandhisconquestadventuresmeans
nothinginthefaceofbelief:theactualityremainsFaithandevidenceorempiricism
playsnopartindecidingwhathappenedinthepast.Thecapacityofpaganreligions
toexchangeideasthroughsyncretism seemshealthierifindeeditmayhaveensured
theirdemise.

ModernbelieversinthestoriesinvolvingAbraham,Moses,Jesusandeventhefar
morerecentMuhammadeitheracceptwithoutconcernorbeaverawayexhaustively
toconvincethemselvesandothersofboththerealityoftheirheroesandofthe
events they participated in creating additionalMillennium BCE to justify their
rearrangedreality.Formanyyearsnow,evidencehaslargelybeenpreferredto
imagination,theeffectsofliteratureonthehumanmind,andthereforeadifferent
moreconsideredactualityhasbeendominant.Provingforexampletheactualityof
MosesthroughacceptanceoftheactualityofAbraham andJoseph,isevidenceof
thelatter.Datingassumesauthenticationofbotheventsandbelief.

TheAbrahamicreligionsarethechildandgrandchildofwritingandthesingular
propertiesofthewrittenword,2 itscapacitytocreateanalternativereality-often
constructedfrom theimaginativeremnantsoftherealworldofeventshappening
simultaneouslyand separately3. Religion can be and often isthe overarching
exponentofliteratureanditscopyist.TheExodusmustbesituatedwithinthe
literature and culturalexchange evidentin the 2stmillennium BCE and from

1Hegel,Heidegger,andthegroundofHistory.UniversityofChicagoPress.1984.
2Galbraith,Torrance,Hallam.EffectsofWritingonConceptualCoherence.
3Crisotomo,Jay.C.Language,WritingandIdeologiesinContact:SumerianandAkkadianintheEarly
SecondMillennium BCE.SumerianandAkkadianintheEarlySecondMillennium BCE.KoninklijkeBrill,
NV,Leiden2016.Thisprovidesmoderntechnicalconcepts.
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approximately 8th century onwards in the 1st millennium BCE.Knowledge of
Mesopotamian,Canaanite,Hurrian,Urartu,OldHittiteandEgyptianstorieswere
probablywidespreadandwereavailabletotheOldTestamentscribesandcompilers.

ReligiousauthenticityandTime:

Theproblem withTimeisaproblem withauthenticity.Asancientpeoplesbecame
moreaware,theybecamemoreconcernedwiththeirownhistoriesandanythingthat
would throw alightontheirhoped-forantiquity.Growing evidenceofEgyptian
antiquityhadperhapsfuelledacompetitionintheancientworld.Whosecivilisation
wastheoldest?Whoseethnicidentitywasstrongest?Greeks,Jews,Egyptians?Or,
thenewkidontheblock,theChristians?ForWilliam Adler4,Moseswaspartofthat
debateasinhisverypersonhewaslocatedindistanttimesandinhisrelationshipto
otherancientheroes,suchasSargonandGilgamesh.Ashistoricalwritingand
researchwasveryyoung,thecompetitionwascentredaroundorincludedEgypt,
thereforeMoses’birth,upbringingandconflictwithEgyptprovidedevidenceofgreat
antiquity.

TheGreeksjoinedthedebatethroughtheantiquityofthesiegeofTroy,andthesemi
-divinenatureoftheirearlycultureheroes,butofcoursewerewell-beatenbythe
Egyptians.TheimmenseantiquityofMesopotamianculturewasnotthenknown,or
onlythroughtransplantedmythssuchasAdam andEve,Noah,andtheTowerof
Babel. Artapanus,5 a Hellenistic Jew,was an earlysupporterofMoses who
sanctionedMoseś partinuniversalculture. AccordingtoAdler,byprovingthe
antiquityofMosestheJewscouldprovetheirownantiquity.Thiswasalsothe
rationaleforGenesis,YHWHwasattheverybeginningofrealityandTime,andfor
Abraham,whopredatesMoabandAmmonandwasconnectedtoSumerandEgypt.
Sumeriancultureheroes,suchasZiusudra/Atrahasis,weretransformedintoJewish
figuressuchasNoah,confirmingantiquity.Thebatonwaspassedwithreluctanceto
theChristians,whowhileclaimingantiquitythroughtheJews,claimeditalsoontheir
ownbehalfthroughJesusandhisputativelonglistofapparentancestors.By
provingitsantiquity,astateorgroupproveditssuperioritytoanotherstateorgroup;
theJewsprovedtheywerebetterthantheGreeksandEgyptians;theChristiansto
theJews;theMoslemstoeveryoneelse.

Josephus,movedbyscholarship,guiltandpride,employedMosestocategorically
provethegreaterantiquityoftheJewsovertheGreeks.6 Hiscultureherowasfar
olderintimethantheircultureheroes.AstheRomanswerealwayssubservientin
TimetotheGreeks,andhadalwaysadmittedit,theirgreatpoetVirgilhavingonly
recentlyconstructedthemyth,Aeneas,thatplacedthem closerintimethanreason

4Moses,theExodus,andComparativeChronology.ScriptureandTraditions.Brill.2008.
5 C.R.Holladay,ed.,Fragmentsfrom HellenisticJewishAuthors,Volume1:Historians(Chico,

Ca.:ScholarsPress,1983),189–243.Thishasbeenpurloinedfrom William Adler.

6TheAntiquitiesoftheJews.TranslatedbyWilliam Whiston.
October,2001.TheProjectGutenberg.EtextofTheAntiquitiesoftheJews***
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allowed.

Eusebius,theChristianwriterandapologist,usedallthisevidence,accordingto
Adler(2008),tostakeChristianity’sclaim toantiquity.Hewasupagainstsomeof
the bestminds and needed to make a particularlystrong case forChristian
scholarship,ashe did in Praeparatio Evangelica,aswellascreating Christian
antiquity.Interestingly,Islam managed the same task bychanging the game;
antiquitydidnotonlyconsolidatethedebatebutadifferentkindofscholarship
basedonannotationratherthancomparison.Thepowerofwordsbecamemore
importantthanevidenceandideas.

EusebiustoousedthefigureofMosestoproveChristianantiquity,clearlybelieving
heneededtodosowithintelligentpagans.First,hehadtoprovewhenMoses’lived
incomparisontoandwithotherevents.

AchronologyhadbeenestablishedbytheGreeksfrom thedateofthefirstOlympiad.
Beforethisassureddate(Adler,2008:49)eventswereconsideredtobelongtopre-
history,occupying mythnotfact.Thevariousscholarsoftheperiod,including
Josephus,strived to construct a comparative chronology based upon the
appointmentofephorsandkingsinGreecebeforetheOlympiad.Thismethodcould
nottrulysurvivefacedwithEgyptianclaims,which,bytheirownnotion,wentback
8000years.7TheEgyptiansalsoclaimedthatallothercivilisationswereseededby
them,8specificallytheGreek.IftheGreek,whynottheJews?Manetho,theHellenistic
Egyptianhistorian,wasthenreferencedbyJosephus,wholatchedontohisclaimsof
shepherd-peopleleavingEgypt-probablyareferencetotheHyksosbutaslikely
contemporary,referencingmigrationintoandoutofEgyptduringtheHellenistic
period.

AbrahamicTime:

Beforecontinuing,thispaperwillbrieflyconsiderTimeasdevelopedbyAbrahamic
religions.

TimechangedwiththeacceptanceoftheYHWH mythsandtexts;theyarenow
invariably,wheretheAbrahamicreligionsprevail,linkedtoHistory,thatissome
recognisedandrecordedeventagreeduponbyothersratherthananera.The
ChineseandearlierEasterncivilisationsconnectandconnectedpastwithpresent
andfuture,inthatthepastbecomesboth.Timeisfused.IntheAbrahamicreligions
Timehasseveralbeginningsfocusedasitisoncertainachievedepisodes,suchas
theHebrew takeoverofthehillcountry-withintheuniformityparadigmsofYHWH
worshipachievedwithintheequallypersistentparadigm ofreligion-inducedinfinity,
whenTimeeffectivelyends.Timeisconsumedbytherelationshipofgodandhuman
beings.

7Plato.
8WenowsuspectthatEgyptianurban-lifewasbegunbytradersfrom Mesopotamia.
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PriortothedominanceoftheAbrahamicreligions,Timewasexpressed,bythe
Greekscertainly,throughtheideaofmoralequilibrium incomparisontoagolden
past,althoughtheconsequentmoralityinvolvedcourage,manliness,andvirtue.
Goingbacktothesemeantthatineffectthepastwasthefuture(seeabove).The
Abrahamicreligionsviewthepast,YHWH’sdominance(orAllah’s)asslowlycoming
intofruitionagain,butonceitdoesTimewillnolongerberelevant.FortheGreeks,
actionandTimewerelinked,inthatthegreaterthestateorendeavour(accordingto
MichaelAllenGillespie9),apropostheTrojanWar,thegreaterthehero.Theideaofa
priorGoldenAgecanbefoundinHesiod’sWorkandDayswhichspeaksofthe
temporaldeclineofpeoplethrough5timeperiods.Alexander’sactivitieswerelinked
ofcoursetothepast,referencingandrenewingagoldenageconnectedtothat
distantimaginarywar:atimeofgreateractualitybecausetheGreekswerethen
unitedinasinglepurpose.ThePersians,constructedbytheZarathustrareligion,saw
Timeastakingplacewithinparadigmsofconflictbetweengoodandevil,thepositive
anddestructive,andtheresolutionofthatconflictthecompletionofTime.

GillespiepositsaGreekandRomanattachmenttoTimeandState,reflectedinthe
GoldenAgeconceptaboveintheformer,withtimeperiodsrepresentingmoral
declinefrom othertimeperiods.Morality,determinedbypolisornationalstate,
signifiedoverallperspectivesonTime(Gillespie,page5).

Abrahamicreligionsholdthatthepasteffectsbothpresentandfuturethrough
YHWH’sagentsandagency.MosesexistswithinTime,andexistswithinthepresent
andfuture.Hisactionswere/arenon-specificintermsofTime.

Gillespie makes pertinentpoints aboutChristian Time,which can be seen as
differentfrom Judaictime,aswithinChristianitytheChristfigureisexpectedto
returnandtherebyTimeend.AsasurrogateYHWH,theaboveperspectiveapplies,
butisfocuseduponacriticalevent.HespecifiesthatChristianitycreatedaTime
thatwasnolongertransientinthateverymomentbecameimportantandfilledwith
meaning,orinhiswordssubspecieaeternitatis-nolongergovernedbycapriceor
destiny,buttheunfoldingofeternitybackwardsandforwardsoutofthemomentof
creation,i.e,outofthekairosinwhichChristcomesintotheworld.Hecontinues:
Historyinthissensebecomesprophetic.Whileinasenseheiscorrect,thatHistory
acquiredaconsistentrationale,moresoinJudaism,itonlycanbecomesoifthe
predictedSecondComingoccurs,otherwisesuchconclusionsareinabeyance.
Islam’sconceptismoreinterestinginthatMuhammadcanberepresentedasthe
eternalpresentandwithinhisarrivalexistsbothpastandpresent,equivalentatthe
sametimetoJudaicandChristianinterpretationsofTime.

Gillespie makesan equallyinteresting statement,wherebyashistorybecomes
concernedwithgod’spurposesallhistorymustbeuniversalandecumenical,with
Timewrappedupinthosepurposes,excludingallother(page7).Thepaganpast
becomesanirrelevantTime-form withnoorlittleconsequencesforthepresent.
Islam rejectsitall,positingitselfasthebeginningofrealTimeandHistory.

9Hegel,Heidegger,andthegroundofHistory.TheUniversityofChicagoPress.1984:Page7.



6

Theoverallnarcissism,usingmodernterms,rejectingallbutitself,isextraordinary.

TheChristianconceptofTimeisdependentontheResurrectiontofulfilitspotential.

TemporalTime/ReligiousTime

Brokenupandstructuredintosmall

segments
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TheeffectoftheAbrahamicreligionsondailytimeschedules.

Moses/AChronos?:

Itwasduringthisearlyperiodofcompetitionbetweenculturesforpre-eminencein
termsofTimeorantiquitythatMoseswaslinkedtoThutmose-althoughthereseems
noprofoundreasonforthisdecisionexceptthearbitrarinessofancientscholarship
(Adler:53).AdlerbringsintothemixSaintClementofAlexandria10,acquaintedwith
bothGreekandHebrew thinking,whohimselfbroughtintheAssyrians.Infacta
numberofhistorianshadinvolvedthemselveswithdatingnotonlytheperiodof
MosesbutalsoEzraandJeremiah.Whateverelsethisdid,itservedtoprovide
credibilitytotheJewishbooksasgenuinehistory.Theupshotofthisdeliberation
wasEusebius’convictionthatalltheheroesofGreece,realorimagined,existedafter
Moses.

ModernbeliefintheactualityofBiblicaleventsstem from thisperiodasbeforethe
acceptanceofitsactualitywasnotsubjectto concernswith authenticity.The
dialecticbetweenGreekpaganideasandFaithencouragedreality,intheform of
accepteddatesforevents,tobeconnectedtobelief.Thereby,MosesandtheExodus
requiredaspecificdatetobeabsolutelyreal.

ModernscholarsseeMosesasmerelyaliteraryproduct.11Thereseemsabsolutely
noevidenceofhiscelebratedcareerbeyondtwistingfactandchronologytoexpress
everypossibletimeperiodandeverypossibleexistence,includingalien.Whatmight,
inthiscontext,seem appropriateistoview him asoccupyingadifferentreality,
undefinedbyhistoryandyetdefinedbyit.Heoccupiesmetaphorandsymbol,
leading to otherpossible truths.In this he can be justifiably compared with
Gilgamesh,oneclearinspiration,reflectinghisliminalexistencebetweenthenatural
andsupernaturalworld,betweenmythandreality.OrKingArthur,asIhavestressed
onmanyoccasions,whoselegendwaswrittenmanycenturiesafterthepossible
dateshemayhaveinhabited,whowascreatedfrom acompositeofDarkAge
personalitiesincludingClovisI,KingoftheFranks,wholikeArthurwasdescribedas
defeating a Roman army.Moststories on Arthuroriginated on the European
continent.

Otherwise,moreinsidiousfactorscanbeseenofanelitegroupwhohave,unaware
tothem andunacknowledged,constructedanalternativerealitythatenforcestheir
ownpowerandideologies.Thishappensallthetime12inhumanculture,andlargely

10Stromata(Misc)1.21,104.
11Ehrlich,CarlS.Moses,Torah,andJudaism.TheRiversofParadise.Moses,Buddha,Confuscious,
JesusandMuhammadasReligiousFounders.Ed.Freeman,DavidNoel,McClymond,MichaelJ.2001.
William B.EerdmansPublishingCompany.GrandRapidsMichigan/CambridgeUK.Page24.

12OutofEgyptTheArchaeologicalContextoftheExodusByJames
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goesunnoticed.Religionismerelyonewaytoachievethepreservationofpowerand
entitlement,among which is patriarchy.Usually,forexample,the mostrigid
interpretersofreligiousscriptcanbemenoflimitedintelligenceandimagination
whogainfrom amereaccidentofbirthanentitlementenforcedbytheirreligion.
WhiteuneducatedChristianmaleswereoftenthemostbigotedenforcersofblack
slaveryquotingbooksorreligiousliterature.NeithertheGospelsnortheQur’an
disownsslavery.Itisfrom secularism thatsuchideasasanti-slaverywereformed.

Thispaperwillconsidereachmuch-employedargumentinordertounraveltheir
merits:

1)AttemptstoplaceMoses,seeabove,amongstSemiticsettlers,traditionally
theHyksos,inEgyptfrom 1800-1200BCE,

2) themonotheism ofAkhenaten,

3)theproblemsfrom 1200BCEinvolvingtheSeaPeoples,

4)theVictoryHymnofMerneptah,whichappearstoindicateearlyIsraelisettlers
ofthe12thcenturyBCE.

5)EarlypossibleappearanceofHebrewwriting.

Whileeachoftheaboveoccupyaparticularisedtime-frameotherschopthese
mattersaroundplacingtheHyksosclosertoAkhenatenorfurtheraway,atalltimes
avoidingtherealityofalowpopulationnumbersinthehill-countryandapparentlack
ofwrittenmaterial.Thesepapershaveattemptedtoavoidtheseductionsofthe
Biblicalstories,whichcanmorelogicallybeseenasfabricationsfrom thepost-exilic
period,andtracethereasonsfortheirhavingbeenwritten-andpossiblywhysuch
oftenviolentstoriesshouldstillbeacceptedasevidenceoftheAbrahamicgod’s
existence.OfcourseIbearinmindthatmanyintheAbrahamicworldstillholdthat
Abraham existedandthattheaddedstoriesofhisactivitiesistrue,butthesewillbe
consideredlater.Toconclude:immenseenergyhasgoneintofindingarchaeological
prooffortheExodusandabsolutelynonehasbeenfound.Weneedtolookatother
answersfortheeventotherthanactuality.

Hyksos:

TheHyksoswereWestSemiticgroupswhomigratedintoEgyptc1800andbecame
sufficientinnumbersto takeoverLowerEgypt,andcreateacapitalatAvaris
situatednortheastoftheDelta.Theyhadtheadvantageofabettertechnologythan
theEgyptians,who maystillhaveusedflintweapons.Althoughittendsto be
assumedthatanactualinvasionisunlikely,thispaperholdsthatitwaspossiblebut
asLowerEgyptwasprobablyonlylooselygoverned bytheEgyptian King any
invasionmighthavebeenonlylightlyopposed.AsHyksosmeans‘rulersofforeign
lands’,elite groupsare indicated and therefore an actualinvasion isa strong

K.Hoffmeier
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possibility.TheHyksosmayhaveincludedHurriangroups13pushedoutofSyriaby
theHittitesandotherexpandingempires.Palestiniangroupsappearnottohave
beeninvolved.WecannotactuallybesurethattheSemiticmigrantsthatsettledin
Egyptfrom c1800wereconnectedtothelargelySemiticinvadersthatarrivedlater.
TheOldKingdom hadlonghadcontactwithCanaanitecities,andwasonmainly
friendlytermswithanumberofthem,especiallyByblos.

HyksosrulelastedjustoveracenturybeforetheywereoustedbyAhmose.The
Egyptiansthen,presentedwithlargearmiesthatsuddenlyhadnopurpose,invaded
Canaan.Therewasanelementofrevengeandtheneedtoprotectthemselvesfrom
futureinvasionsfrom theLevantandSyriaintheiractions,accountingforthelater
oppressionoftheCanaanitepopulation.TheconnectionofHyksosandExodus
originatedwithJosephusandrequiresmuchcontortionsofhistoryandevidenceto
beevenvaguelycredible.

SemiticmigrationsintoLowerEgyptwouldappeartobereflectedinbiblicalstories,
withAbraham migratingtheretemporarily,andJosephgoingtherepermanentlywith
his family,the clan ofIsrael.This group,and the stories connected to them,
represented the originalnarratives ofIsraelwhile Abraham did so ofJudah
(Hoffmeier,page7).ThroughouttheMiddleandNewKingdom Egyptwassubjectto
thecomingandgoingofdifferentSemiticgroups,from urbanareasandpastoralists.
ThelimitedevidenceavailableatpresentplacesHyksos’originsintheLevant14but
possiblythecityareas,andmostcertainlynotthehillcountry,whichbyandlarge
was sparselyinhabited.The tendencyofnomad groups to visitEgyptforits
resourcesduringtimesofclimate-inducedcrisisorfrom traditionorthroughtrade
seemstohavepersistedintothe1stmillennium.Extrapolatingtheexistenceofa
Hebrew groupintothe2nd millennium isthereforenotnecessarytoexplainthe
recording ofthese activities.The anachronistic appearance ofcamels in the
Abrahamicnarrativeconfirmsthis.

TheideathatearlyHebrewswerenomadicpastoralistsiswrittenintopeople’sminds,
even though Abraham apparently came from an urban background.Itis not
necessarilytrue;itmayinsteadberatheraromanticimageorawayofthewritersto
notsituatetheAbraham family-groupinCanaanuntilitbecametheirs,avoidingcities
asdescribedinthestoryofLotandhisfamily.AsYHWHhadpromisedthelandto
Abraham’sdescendants,occupyingforeignpolities,squattersineffect,whowerethe
realreason forthe destruction ofSodom and Gomorrah,would have proved
incomprehensibletothewriters.Nevertheless,ofcoursethosewhoattempttolook
forthetruthofearlyHebrewsoftensearchforpastoralistsintherecord-theHabiru
forexample,whotruewerelesspastoraliststhananti-cityoranti-urban,orShasu
whowerenomadsandwereinvolvedwithEgyptatvarioustimesbutwhoare
normallyassociatedwiththeTransjordan.PastoralistsoftheLateBronzeAgeand

13Bernal,Martin.BlackAthena:Thearchaeologicalanddocumentaryevidence.RutgersUniversity
Press.1987.
14Ryholt,K.S.B/Bulow-Jacobsen,Adam:ThePoliticalSituationinEgyptDuringtheSecond
IntermediatePeriodc1800-1550BC.1997.Museum Tusculanum Press.



10

IronAgeIwereunlikelytobeHebrewanywayastheethnicgroupfittingthatpicture
didnotemergeuntillater.TheremarkmadebyMerneptahonthevictorystelamay
indicatethatIsraelreferencesageographicplaceinwhichgroupsofpeoplelived,
possiblythehill-countryoflaterHebrewIsrael,althoughIwouldarguethateventhen
theirHebrew ethnicitywasquestionable,andthattheareaconsistedofmixed
groupsthatevenunderthelatermilitaristicOmridekings,likethesocio-political
situationinMoab,formedalooselyformedstate.YHWHwasaroyalgodandthere
maythereforehavebeenafamilyorclanconnectionwithasimilargroupinJudah.
TheHebrew/YHWH/Monotheisticstatewaspost-exile.

AlthoughitispossiblethattheExodusitselfmightsymbolisetheejectionofthe
Hyksos15,onlysome mighthave been forciblyejected,notall.Being Egyptian
dependedonlanguageandstateofmindnotethnicity.Josephofcourse,writtenby
aneducatedscribewithsomeknowledgeofEgypt,wasarehashoftheEgyptian
storyof AnubisandBatà,whichagaindetailsthedangersofflighty,treacherous
wives,andseemsconnectedtothePersianstoryof Siyavosh,amythicalleader
(withmorethananodtoMoses’story).Bothstoriesfollowthesameoutlinebased
upon trials overcome,character development,and discovering the genuine
charactersofothers.16 JosephvonRadidentifiedtheJosephstoryasawisdom
novella,17althoughitsimpactgoesbeyondwisdom literature,stressingthenatureof
characterwithinareligiouscontext-aswithAbraham.Itswisdom sectionscould
haveemergeddirectlyfrom EgyptianorMesopotamianliterature,especiallythe
fathertosonadviceofnotgettinginvolvedwithmarriedorflightywomen.Inthat
context,bothfitthesameorsimilargenre,onesharedbyotherculturesofthetime,
withperhapsitstemplateinGilgameshandAdapa.Aswisdom literature,theJoseph
storyalsoconcernshow thepoliticallyweakshoulddealwiththestrong,atypical
EgyptianconcernseeninmanystoriesincludingTheEloquentPeasantandone
revealedbythetendencyofthePatriarchstolieandtricktheirsuperiors.Likethe
Abraham story,theJosephstoryappearstoexistoutsideoftimeifnotlocation.It
fitsnohistoricalperiodexclusively.ItispossiblethatboththeAbraham storyand
theJosephstorywerewrittenbythesamescribe,orschoolofscribes.Aswiththe
Abraham story,it seems likely it was written in the Persian period,not
earlier.18AlthoughcommentatorssuchasDonaldRedfordplaceitnoearlierthanthe
6thcentury,thisseemsgenerous.

ThelatecompositionoftheExodusandJosephstories,thecontinuedpracticesof
PalestinianandnomadgroupsinvisitingEgyptattimesofcrisis,andtheinversionof
eventsoftheMosesstoryandHyksosconquestofEgyptsuggestsanunlikely
connection.Asmentioned,theplacingofthestoryinthetimeperiodseemsan
artificialconstruct.

15
Bietak,Manfred,/Prell,Silvia.TheEnigmaoftheHyksos.Thisprojecthas

receivedfundingfrom theEuropeanResearchcouncil(ERC)undertheEuropeanUnion’sHorizon

2020researchandinnovation programme(GrantAgreementNo668640).
16Bashiri,Iraj.AncientIran:Cosmology,Mythology,History.SanDiego,CA:Cognella,2002.
17MichaelV.Fox.Wisdom intheJosephStory.Brill.2001.
18Redford,Donald.AStudyoftheBiblicalStoryofJoseph.Brill.1970.
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Enslavement:

Hebrew enslavementisconsideredbyHoffmeierbuttheexamplesgivenindicate
corveelabournotenslavement,and,inEgyptthekindofslaveryproposedwouldbe
unusual.Infact,theevidencesuggests19theusualcaptureofworkerscommonin
theperiodduringwars,orfrom vassalkingdomsasitseemstribute.Sofrom Syria-
Palestine702workersweredeliveredtoEgypt.Some1,588captivesweregivento
Karnak Temple to make linen and do work in the fields.The Amarna letters
concernedastatementfrom KingBirdiya/BiridiyaofMegiddothatseemstosuggest
hehassuppliedpeopletocultivatefieldsinShunem (Sunama)ontheordersofthe
Pharaoh.20 Langerdescribes children21 working in Amun production/industrial
centres,butmanywerethechildrenofbeatenkingsorprincesheldashostages.As
Egyptian kingsoftheNew Kingdom functioned within an ideologyofproperty
owner/slaveinrelationtothesuppressedCanaanpopulationthishastobeexpected.
LangerdescribedascenewhereNubianchildrenareassessedasTempleproperty.
Helaterestablishesasmanyas2,200childrentakenaswarbootytoaidTemple
production.TheareasparticularlyitemisedwereSyria,NubiaandLibya,placeswith
whichEgyptwasatfrequentwar.Theprocessesremainunclear,andstraightforward
slaveryshouldnotbeassumed.Thereisevidencethatchildrenwereofferedtothe
Egyptianking,anditmighthavebeenseenasaprivilege.Langer(page59)itemises
the work allocated to these human spoils ofwar,much ofitwas probably
agricultural,some became domestic servants,brewers,possibly bakers and
constructionworkersforTemplesandprivateindividuals.Manyofthechildrenwere
offoreignelitegroups,sotheprocessesarenotclear.Noneoftheworkmayhave
beenburdensome.Langerdemonstratesthatsuchchildrenreceivedaneducation
whileinEgypt,perhapstoinculcatethem withEgyptianvalues.

Egyptrequestedworkersfrom otherstateswhennecessary.Egyptalsoappearsto
havedealtwithrebelliousorotherwisedifficultpopulationsbydeportingthem to
otherareas,probablywithinEgyptwheretheycouldmoreeasilybecontrolled.How
manyofthesefittedtheideaofslaveryisdisputable,althoughclearlyslaverydid
exist.Inaworldwherepeoplebelongedtoaking,hemayhavereceivedmoneyor
somereimbursementforsendinglabourtoEgypt.Didoppressedslaveryexist,asthe
Bibledescribed?Probablynot.Itmaynothavebeensevereduetotheconceptof
Ma’at,ofjusticeandbalance,andmostforeignworkerswereperhapsexactlythat,
asincountriesliketheUnitedArabEmiratesandSaudiArabiabutintheearlier
instancesuppliedbytheirownpoliticalauthorities.

Therefore,althoughtheredoesappeartobeinstitutionalslaveryinEgypt,itmainly
involvedcaptivesasapenaltyofwar,andinternationalcorveelabourasameansof

19Langer,Christian.ForcedMigrationinNewKingdom Egypt:RemarksontheApplicabilityofForced
LabourStudiesTheoryinEgyptology.GlobalEgyptology.NegotiationsintheProductionof
KnowledgesonAncientEgyptinGlobalContexts.GoldenHousePublications.2017.
20Samet,Inbal.CanaaniteRulershipinLateBronzeAgeMegiddo.EA365(Rainey1970:24-27);Moran
1992;363.TelAvivUniversity.FacultyofHumanities.2009.Academia.edu
21Matic,Uros,2017.,,ThebestofthebootyofHisMajesty“:EvidenceforforeignchildlaborinNew
Kingdom Egypt.InGlobalEgyptology.NegotiationsintheProductionofKnowledgesonAncientEgypt
inGlobalContext:GoldenHousePublications.,53-63.
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exchangebetweenstates.Peoplethenwereregardedaslittlemorethanexpendable
husks,attimesascommodities,ascanbeseeninMesopotamianreligion.The
Biblicalaccountofaclan,tribeorextendedfamilybeingenslaveddoesnotappearto
exist.TheEgyptiansmadenoteofmostthingsbutnotsuchanunusualphenomenon.
Animmensenumbertakenforforcedlabour(slaveryinvolvedsellingandusuallyas
privateproperty)wouldhavebadlyupsettheEgyptianeconomyofpeasantfarmers
andprofessionalartisansandbuilderssosomeotherarrangementmighthavebeen
inoperation.InGreece,slaveryexistedbypromotingpeasantstotheelite.

Nevertheless,RonaldHendel22 holdsthatEgyptianoppressionofCanaanitestates
may have constructed a mnemohistory (coined by Jan Assmann,the great
Egyptologist),whichhedescribesasadialecticbetweenhistoricalmemoryand
ethnicself-fashioning.HethereforeplacesthismemoryintheLateBronzeAgeand
IronAge1transitionwhenEgyptianpower,whilestillimposing,wasonacusp,and
soontowane. Hedeclaresthatpharaonicideologywasanessentialpartofthe
culturalmemory.CanaanwasseenasthepersonalpropertyofthePharaohandall
itsinhabitantswerehisslaves,thereforethePharaohwascruelandtyrannical,as
somewere.TheAmarnaletters,betweenthePharaohandthekingdomsofthe
Levant,showKingBirdiyaofCanaandeclaringhimselfthePharaoh’sslave.

Hendel(2015)admitsthattheearlierstagesofEgyptianrulecanbeinterpretedina
numberofways,butduringthenineteenthandtwentiethdynastiesitgrew harsh.
ThereappearstohavebeenintenseoccupationbyEgyptofthesubjectstates,
annexationofterritoryinsouthCanaanandnorthernvalleys,increasedtaxation,with
directincometotheEgyptiantreasuryandtemples.EgyptiancontrolofCanaan
endedquicklyandpossiblyviolently,withEgyptianbasestorched.Hendel(2015)
viewsthisperiodofEgyptianoppressionasaperiodofCanaanitebondage.They
wereslaves,butintheirowncountries.HeproposesthatCanaanitesinbondage
withinEgyptmayhavebeenimmediatelyfreed.TheseincludedtheShasu,possibly
nomads,Habiru/Apiru,seenbyHendel(2015)asbandits,peasants,artisansand
scribes.Themythomoteur(Hendel:thatemergedturnedamixedfreedpopulation
intoacohesivecommunity.Throughoutthisprocess,historywasreconfiguredinto
ethnictriumph.ThemythoftheIsraelitesbeinganoutsidegroupcompensatesfor
theirrecentemergenceasagrouporconfederacy. Thecenturiesofhumiliating
submissiontoEgyptistherebytransformedintoEgypt’shumiliation.

Hendel(2015)thenpointstoTheSongoftheSeainExodus15astheearliest
writtenrecordofthismyth,duetoitsuseofmoretypologicallyarchaiclinguistic
featuresintheBible.Itsimilarlyisdevoidofpostclassicallinguisticfeatures.Hendel
placesitscompositioninmid.8thcenturyBCE.ItisavictoryhymnforYHWHmainly
derivedfrom Canaanitemythology,featuring,accordingtoFrankCross23themythic

22TheExodusasCulturalMemory:EgyptianBondageandtheSongoftheSea.Exodusin
TransdisciplinaryPerspective.Ed.Levy/Schneider/Proop.Text,Archaeology,Culture,and
Geoscience.QuantitativeMethodsintheHumanitiesandSocialSciences.SpringerInternational
PublishingSwitzerland.2015.
23Cross,FrankMoore.TheSongoftheSeaandCanaaniteMyth.CanaaniteMythandHebrew
Epic:EssaysintheHistoryoftheReligionofIsrael.1973:112-44.Cambridge,MA:HarvardUniversity
Press.
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patternoftheprimordialvictoryoftheDivineWarriorinvolvingvictoryatsea(clearly
involvingtheBa’almythwhereheisdepictingfightingYamm,godofthesea),the
buildingofasanctuaryon‘mountofpossession’,andthegod’smanifestationof
eternalkingship.Apartfrom Ba’althepoem/songincludesallusionstoMarduk’s
battlewithTiamat,ortheSea.Thisalsoreferencesaveryancientcompetitionwith
goddesses,ora supreme female deity,and the developmentofwarrior-type
masculinity.HendeltracesthemythalsotoMari(c1760BCE).

Hendel(2015)believesthatEgyptianroyaltyabsorbedtheDivineWarriorideology,
transforming theircontrolofCanaan. Egyptian art,which in facthad always
presentedthePharaohasawarriorconsiderablylargerthanhiscoweringfoes,
usuallyadefeatedkingorchief,now,accordingtoHendelwasshownbearingdown
onachaoticenemy.TheSongoftheSeatherebyprovidesacountermemorytothe
EgyptianideologyoftheDivineWarrior,makingEgyptianpowerchaotic.YHWH
overwhelmstheEgyptianPharaoh.

TheSongoftheSeacontainsthelines:

Youblewwithyourbreath,andtheseacoveredthem,

Theysanklikeleadinthemightywaters……(Exodus:15:10).

Inthetext,YHWH’smightyarm supposedlyderivesfrom thePharaoh’smightyarm
fullydemonstratedinEgyptianrepresentationsofthetriumphantking.Theseainthe
textisYam SuforReedSea,whichHendel(2015)describesasbothalocationand
anentranceintotheunderworld.InEgypt,theReedSeadenotedtheboundary
betweencivilisedEgyptandthechaoticworldbeyond(page76).

Theproblem hereisthetransmissionoftherelievedCanaanitepopulationof1200
BCEandthelater8th centuryHebrew population.RonaldHendelalludestothe
CanaanitepopulationgraduallyconvergingintotheHebrewethnicgroupbutasthat
occurredsome3centurieslaterperhapsafurtherconsiderationispossible.Thatthe
myth had severaldifferentformsin Palestineamongstmanydifferentgroups,
includingMegiddo,Gezer,andHazor,andthesedifferingmythcoalescedintoMoses
(atransmutedPharaoh/YHWH concoction)andthenarrativeoftheExodus.The
storyprobablyhadmultipleoriginsaroundandwithinCanaan.

HebrewrelationscontinuedwithEgyptandmayreflectlaterrelations,andaslikely
reflectreactionstoPhilistineincursionsintotheweakenedCanaanitepopulationin
PalestineandcertainlyShoshenq’sraidonthegeneralareainthe10thcenturyBCE
whichthrewlocalpowerrelationsintoconfusion.Thispapersuggeststhatalthough
there is clearcredibility to Hendel’s (2015)hypothesis the transmutation of
CanaaniteidentityintoPhilistineandHebrewcanbetterbeunderstoodbythefurther
shocksoftheSeaPeoples,especiallythePhilistines,andthedesiretoembracea
victoriousgod-realorimagined-insomeform oranother.

SlaveryseemstohavebeenamanylayeredinstitutioninEgypt,andrarelyaccorded
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withperceptionsofslavesasbrutalisedandownedbodyandsoul.Mostwereas
muchthepropertyoftheirkingsorchiefsasofEgyptianPharaohs.RonaldHendel’s
(2015)narrativemakesfarmoresensethanconflatingthesituationintheBiblewith
recordedeventsinEgypt.

Multipleconstruction:

Inmoremodernliterature,againtheKingArthurstoriesconsistentlycometomind-
mostofwhichwerenotwritteninBritain,from wherethelegendemanates,butin
FranceandGermanyofthe12thcenturydealingwiththenewideaofchivalry.Other
morerecentexamples,areTolstoyandStendhal’swritingofNapoleon’sRussian
invasion(ScarletandBlack)andbelievingthecharacterseachdescribedexistedand
alltheeventsdidtooratherthantheoverarchingones.Thenovelsbothpresent,in
differentways,selfandgroupdiscoveryprovidingwisdom lessonsforthereaders.It
takesonlyasmallimaginativeleaptohaveanoverarchinggodinfusedintoeach
narrativealongsidesupernaturalcreaturesandevents.TheRussianYHWHwrittenin
asexpressinghiswrathagainstNapoleon,amanbedevilledbyhubris,protectinghis
chosenpeoplewithintermittentmeetingswithTsarAlexanderItodiscussthewar’s
progress,orYHWHsimilarlydesertingNapoleonbecausehesleptwithothermen’s
wivestherebyofcoursecausingalsothedeathofhalf-amillionmenwhomaynot
have sleptwith othermen’s wives.The possibilities while notendless,are
neverthelessnumerous.

Ineffect,thetimetheHebrewsspentinEgyptsustainthemythofcloseethnic
identitybetweenIsraelandJudah-onepeople,withonegod,andonelaw.Thisisa
post-exilicmythconstructedwiththeinvolvementofthePersianmonarchy.Itdoes
notreflectreality,butthepoliticalrealityofthe5thcentury.Themyththerefore,here,
serves to explain awaythe clearantipathybetween Israeland Judah in later
centuries,providing a clearifdubiousconnection through YHWH.TheHebrew
sojourninEgyptconcernsgestation-thepeopledevelopingandgrowinginnumbers
whichtheHebrewsfailedtodounderthefirstPatriarchs.Judah/Israelsucceedsin
havinglotsofchildren,whichAbraham andhisdescendantscouldnotmanage.
Perhapsotherelementsinthestoriespreventedgenerationalresolution,andtheonly
waytomakethewholelegendworkoutwastomovetheHebrewsintoEgyptand
therebycreateanationwithinanation.Whatelsecouldtheyhavedone,wander
aroundCanaantryingtobuildupanationthroughassimilationofotherpeoples’land?

ActualrelationshipsbetweenEgyptandhill-country.

Thispaperwillexaminethecontinuedculturalinteractionbetweenthehill-country
andEgyptduringthe1stmillennium BCE,aperiodofgradualEgyptianpoliticaland
militarydecline,andaperiodwhentheBiblewaswritten.24Thisperiodinvolvedthe
growinginfluenceofthePhilistinesuntiltheirmilitarypowerwasvirtuallydestroyed
by Shoshenq,the Egyptian king,in the 10th century.Although otherempires
consumedHebrewthoughts

24EgyptandIsrael:TheNeverEndingStory.AmericanSchoolsofOrientalResearch.NearEastern
Archaeology.80.1.2017.
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ShirlyBen-DorEvian25 notesthatEgyptianmaterialfoundinPhilistia(IronAge1)
indicates an on-going fascination with Egyptian culture,lotus-decorated jugs,
imitationsofEgyptianNiloticscenes,Egyptianstyleburialsarementioned(page34)
indicatingifnotdirectcontactthenperhapstheneedofanewdominantgroupinthe
areatoimitatetheolderone-somethingtheHebrewstateswerealsoitseemsfond
ofdoing,appropriatingotherpeople’shistories.ItisknownthatEgyptremainedin
closecontactwiththeLevantasfarasDor,theSeaPeoples’enclave.Thereportof
Wenamun,truthfulreportage ornot,indicates considerable culturalexchange
between Egyptand Levant/Palestine.Shoshenq’scampaign ofthe10th century
probablylivedinstoriesaswellastheimaginationsofthehill-countryinhabitants,
especiallyasdirectinfluencemayhavecontinueduntiljustbeforethe9th century
whenEgyptianiconographicrepresentationsinculticpracticeswerecommoninthe
generalareaofpresentdayIsrael. AccordingtoBen-DorEvianthismayhave
coveredfrom 950BCEuntil880BCE(page36).Nevertheless,Egyptremaineda
presenceintheLevant,andprobablybeyond,untilthereignofOsorkon11,which
endedc830BCE,atimeofIsraelimilitaryascendency.Egyptianinfluenceinthe
LevantanditsenvironswasrenewedwiththereignofShabako,720BCE,andwar
withAssyria,thenaprofoundthreatinthearea.ThedeathofOsorkonallowedforan
alliancebetweenAssyriaandEgyptuntilrenewedwarbetweenthetwopowerful
stateswiththesuccessionofSennacherib.AlargenumberofEgyptianartefacts
havebeendiscoveredinJudahatthetimeofthedestructionbyAssyriain701BCE,
indicatingcontinuedculturalcontact.

CulturalImpress:

TherewassufficientculturalmemoryaroundthroughtheliteratureofUgarit,Hittites,
andMesopotamianstolocatecertaineventsinthedistantpast,wheretheHebrews
placedtheirbeginnings.TheMesopotamianstories(myths/histories)wereenough
to permitHebrew scribeslocatetheiroriginsin theEgyptian past,aswellas
conflating thathistorywithAssyrianand Babyloniantransportationofdefeated
peoples,withtheirsubsequent,ifdecidedly,unheroicreturntoapromisedland
(promisedbytheirPersianoverlords)withonetoomanypaganworshippers.Israel
FinkelsteinprovidesaclosedescriptionofJerusalem ofthisperiodwhichbearsno
similarity to Biblicaldescriptions,atleastregarding its size and recovery as
suggestedinNehemiah,butdescribesanimpoverishedentity.26

WithinancientAssyrianandBabyloniantextbetween1500-500BCEcanbefound
propheticandapocalyptictexts(thelatteristheoverarchinggenre)thatinmany
waysresembleHebrew text27,includingtheMardukandDynasticpropheciesof
Babylon.Also:Psalm 7.5andNearEastTreaties,JeffreyH.Tigay28;inIstmillennium
NearEastretainedSumeriantexts,usuallythroughAkkadiantranslations,foundin

26PersianPeriodJerusalem andYehud:ARejoinder.TheJournalofHebrewScriptures.Vol9.Article
24.
27

Nissinen,Martti,Choon-LeongSeow,andRobertK.Ritner.2003.ProphetsandProphecyinthe

AncientNearEast.Atlanta:SocietyofBiblicalLiterature.1-8.

28JournalofBiblicalLiterature,Vol.89,No.2(June1970)pp178-186.
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AssurandNineveh,althoughafew havebeendiscoveredinAnatolia,andasmall
corpusfoundinBabylonia29;ItisnowgenerallyacceptedthatmuchGreekliterature
wasinitiatedandinspiredbyNearEasternliterature,includingOdyssey andIliad30,
andofcoursetherearesimilaritiesbetweenGreekandHebrew literature,ashas
beenseenbyotherpapersinthisproject;Egyptianliteratureofthe1st millennium
consistsofstoriesoflove involving heroesand pseudepigrapha employed for
propagandapurposesagainsttheirPtolemaicrulers,aswellasPropheticstories,or
thosealludingtoprophets.AdherentsoftheAbrahamicreligionsbelieveprophets
arepeculiartotheHebrews,buteveryancientsocietyhadthem.Egyptiangodsnow
interactfreelywithhumans:asEgyptianpowerbecamediminishedtheirgodscame
downtoearth.

Nevertheless RussellE Gmirkin ‘Berossus and Genesis,Manetho and Exodus:
HellenisticHistoriesandtheDateofthePentateuch(2006)31writesthatmuchofthe
PentateuchwascomposedbyJewishandEgyptianscholarsatAlexandria.Thiscan
beseeninBerossus’sBabyloniaca(278BCE)andManthetho’sAegyptiaca(285-280
BCE),aswellasthetableofnationsinGenesis.Unfortunately,theBibleprovidesits
ownlegitimacyfrom itsbrilliant,organisedliterature,butitmustbeborninmindthat
thefirstextantcopyistheDeadSeaScrolls(150-50BCE,involvingpossiblewriting
oftheoriginaltextfrom 400BCE)32,whichcontainscopiesorfragmentsofthe
Tanakh,butacompletecopyistheCodexVaticanusofthe5thcenturyAD.Weare
movedbyfiction,nothistory.

SeaPeoples:

Asthereisnoevidenceofpolitiesinthehill-country,apartfrom thesmallcityof
Jerusalem acceptedasnotunderHebrewcontrol,theSea-Peoplesmayhavebeena
triggerfora latermixed-ethnic polityto emerge.The Philistine incursion into
Palestinecertainlyenabledtheurban/fortressdevelopmentofShephelah,whichmay
possiblyhavebeentherootandcoreoflaterIsraelandJudah.

MerneptahStela:

ThenextisperhapsthemostcuriousastheMerneptahstelamentionsIsrael,butas
thehill-countrywasrepletewithverysmallvillagesatthetime,itishardtoseewhat
resistancetheycouldhaveputupagainstlargeEgyptianarmies,andwhatethnic
identitytheycould haveshared.Asthesepapersearlierclaimed,nameswere
sometimesusedbydifferentgroupsatvarioustimes,andsometimesagroupmight
haveemployedvariousnamesforthemselves.Astheyweredefinedonthestelaas
aPeople,theycouldhavebeengrouporhostofIsrael,theheadman.Moretherehas

29Rubio,Gonzalo.SumerianLiterature.Ed.Ehrlich,Carl,S.From anAntiqueLand:AnIntroductionto
AncientNearEasternLiterature.Rowman&LittlefieldPublishers.NewYork/London.2009.
30Allen,ChrisE.TheDebtofWesternLiteratureandLegendstoTheirAncientNearEastcounterparts.
BirkbeckAncientNearEastStudies.ANEPowerPoliticsandLastingLegacies.SSHC340H4-AAA
Assignment2.2015.
31LibraryofHebrewBible/OldTestamentStudies,433:CopenhagenInternationalSeries,15:;New
York/London:T&TClark,2006).
32Schonfield,Hugh..TheEsseneOdyssey.TheMysteryoftheTrueTeacher&theEsseneImpacton
theShapingofHumanDestiny.Element.Shaftesbury,Dorset.Rockport,Massachusetts.1985.
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beenscholarlyconcernastowhetherthehieroglyphicsactuallyread‘Israel’,orsome
othertranslationispossibleorperhapsJezreel,whichmightmakemoresense.
Hjelm andThompson(2002)33 havesuggestedthenamerepresentsageographic
ratherthan socio-politicalentity. DermotNestor34 rejectsthatsaying thatthe
hieroglyphicdefinitelymeanspeoples,althoughwhytheEgyptiansshould have
meantitasanethnicgroupingisnotclear.TheyexpresseditperhapsoftheHabiru,
butthatwasasocialphenomenon.Hethenconsidersanotherviewpoint,onethese
papershaveconsidered,thatitreferencesfollowersofEl,aview expressedby
myselfin‘El,YHWH,ALLAH,butisnothappywiththateither.Infact,namesdonot
anddidnotmeanthatwereorareheldbyoneparticulargroup;thenameBritain,an
ancientname,giveslittlesenseofotheroccupantssuchastheGermantribes,nor
new immigrants.Whenthenamewasfirstused,thepeoplemayhaveworshiped
othergods,spokealsoanentirelydifferentlanguages.Wedonotknow whatthe
peopleoftheHarappaculturecalledthemselves,butnow shouldwecallthem
PakistaniorIndian.TheinhabitantsofLosAngelesarenot,forexample,Mexicanor
Spanishspeakers.Thenamecouldhavebeenchosen,forexample,becausethe
group retained a myth ofan ancestorofthatname orfrom coming from a
geographicareaofthatname.Thedateofthestelaindicatesthatitwasnotlikely,if
true,tobetheIsraelitesof300yearslater.Thenamemighthavebeenelementalto
thearea,andeverygroupthatsettledtheremayhavecalledthemselvesIsraelite.Itis
yetanotherwillo’wisp,tobeclutchedatandthenletgo.35

Infact,byemploying MichaelE Bieniada’sinstructivebreakdownofethnicity36,
necessarywhereancientIsraelisconcernedasitsuggests,byitsownvalediction
andothersthatpeopleandstateevolvedtogetherascomparedtocitystatesbased
uponthecityalonewecanperceivepossibleconstructionsofIronAgeIIethnicity.
Bieniadaconflatesgeneticspeciationorculturalnormativeprocesseswithbiological
evolution,andinmanycases,especiallyintheancientworldwhengroup-isolation
waspossible,withjustification. OnepropositionofBieniadaisgeneticsimilarity
expressedthroughculture,whichmustberejectedasmerelyamythwhereHebrew
politiesisconcernedasthearchaeologicalevidencesuggestsmixedpopulations.
Adaptiveradiationhassomebasis,migrantssettlinginanewenvironment,butalso
hasmorebasisinmyththanevidence.Allopatric(geographic)speciationfitsthe
separationofIsraelandJudahbutonlyifwebelievethatthetwogroupswerefirmly
connectedandnotsimplytiedthroughelitegroups.Althoughacknowledgingthe
effectsofcultpracticesonethnicity-development,heappearstoignorelanguage,an
importantmethodofgaugingHebrew connectivity. Thesepaperswillreturnto
Bieniada’sideaswhenandwhereappropriate.

RecentarchaeologyintheNorthernValleysofpresentdayIsraeldeterminingthe
ethnicityoftheinhabitantsinIronAge1and11(approximatetothe6thcenturyBCE)

33TheVictorySongofMerneptah,IsraelandthePeopleofPalestine.JSOT.273-18.
34Nestor,Dermot.Merneptah’s‘Israel’andtheAbsenceofOriginsinBiblicalScholarship.CBR.
CurrentsinBiblicalResearch.2015.Vol.13(3)293-329.
35Nestor,Dermot.Merneptah’s‘Israel’andtheAbsenceofOriginsinBiblicalScholarship.CBR.
CurrentsinBiblicalResearch.2015.Vol.13(3)293-329.
36Ethnogenesis-anevolutionaryapproachandtheoriginsofBiblicalIsrael.UniversityofCardinal
StefanWyszyriski,Warsaw2013.
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didnotarriveatfirm conclusions,37 duelargelytothedifficultiesinseparating
differentethnicities(aculturalterm involvingself-identificationwithingroupcontexts
butpossiblywithspeciationattributes)butdecidedthatatTellQiritheywerenot
Hebrew;alatersiteatNirDavid(TelAmal)suggestedanomaliesbutasthiswasthe
periodoftheimaginedtwoKingdoms,thedifferencesareagainprobablynotHebrew;
atTelHadarontheshoreoftheSeaofGalilee,thedigconcentratingonthe9thand
8thcenturiesBCE,manystructuresresemblebuildingsinSyriaatthesameperiod.
Overall,theconclusionisthattheinhabitantswerePhoenician,suggestedina
previouspaperinthisproject,notHebrew.Avaham Faust(2000)concludesthat
Hazorhadamixedethnicpopulationwithevidenceofpigbones,andcontraststhis
withpopulationdistributionelsewhere,culturallydefinedasIsraelite.Understanding
ofethnicityhastobeconsideredagainstitsmutabilityandfluency.Therearemany
reasonsforculturalchange,incompleteevenbyIronAgeII,andthepopulationofthe
NorthernValleysseemstohaveremainedCanaanite/Phoenician.OnlyMegiddohe
believeshadembracedorcomprisedIsraeliteethnicityduringIronAgeIIthrough
colonisationorconquest.

AlthoughonedefinitionofIsraeliteoccupationis4room houses,suchstylescould
haveequallybelongedtootherspredatingYHWHworship,whenfewifanymembers
ofthepopulationcouldbedefinedasHebrew.Moreso,astheareaofJezreelValley,
oneofthecentresoftheOmrideIsraeliteculture,wasperhapsmainlyPhoenician,
thisraisesquestionsabouttheIsraelitestateandiftheywerepredominantlyBa’al
worshippers,ethnicallyPhoeniciawithanIsraelite/Hebrew warrioreliteprevailing
longafterMosesandhisendeavours.AdifferentperspectivecanbefoundinRandall
Younker’s‘TheIronAgeinSouthernLevant’38who,startingfrom Biblicaltext,finds
evidenceinthe10thcenturyofHebrew(TwoUnitedKingdoms)publicarchitecturein
Beth-SaidaandHazorindicatingIsraeliteoccupation,butwhichclearlylooksandis
likelytobePhoenicianorSyrian.Suchbuildingslongprecededanyevidenceof
Hebrew occupation ofIsrael,and were used by Phoenicians,Philistines,and
Amalekites.39TheareaoflaterJudahandIsraelwasfarmoredynamicthanoften
presented,withcompetingethnicgroupsandtheconsequentworshipofseveral
gods.

Thepossibilityisthatarelativelyisolatedgroupinthehill-countriesselectively
picked up byosmosis the culturalhabits ofmore successfulgroups around,
constantlyredefining themselvesthrough themoreaggressivegroupssuch as
Ururta,Syrians,PhilistinesandAssyria.

37Faust,Avraham.EthnicComplexityinNorthernIsraelDuringIronAgeII.PalestineExploration
Quarterly132(2000):2-27.
38NearEasternArchaeology.Ed.Richard,Suzanne.Eisenbrauns,2003.
39Cojs.org/tripartite_buildings-_divided_structures_divide_scholars-_moshe_kochavi-_bar_25-03-_may
-June_1999/
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9thCenturyPalestineBCE:Althoughtherewasprobablymuchgreaterdiversitythan
usuallyconsideredwithinthestatesofJudahandIsrael,theavailableevidence
indicatesthatmostoftheIsraelitestateitselfwasprobablyofmixedpopulation,
Phoenician,Hebrew andSyrian,upuntilthe7th centuryorlater,withPhoenicians
dominatinginsomeareas.Theoriginsofthetwostatesmighthavebeencompletely
different.

Akhenaten:

AstheHebrewshadnotyetformedadefinedethnicgroupinthehillcountryorits
environsitisdifficulttoseehowanycleartransmissionfrom theAkhenatenform of
monotheism couldhaveoccurred.Thepresentideaisthatmonotheism didnot
occurthereuntilthe7thcentury,againagenerousestimate,andeventhenunlikely
outsidetheelite.Theevidenceofnumerousidolssuggeststhatmanypeoplethere
didnotworshipYHWH,andnorwasitcommonuntilpost-exilictimes(CarlSEhrlich:
29)40.Before,thegodmighthavebeenusedasaroyaltotem forgettingpeople
togetherattimesofcrisis.

AstherewerecertainlynoIsraelitesinIsraeluntilmanycenturiesafterthetimeof
thehereticEgyptianPharaoh,andafterhisdeathaseriesofstrongkingswouldhave
sufficientlyharassedtheHebrewescapeesevenwhileinconflictwithotherpowerful
statesatthetime,whomaynothavebeentoohappy,oneimagines,toseeahuge
militaristichordeheadingintheirdirection.NotonlydotheEgyptiansfailtorecord
suchanevent,neitherdotheHittites,Syrianpolities,orAssyrians.Itwouldbesimilar

40Moses,TorahandJudaism.Ed.Freedman/McClymond.TheRiversofParadise.Moses,Buddha,
Confucius,JesusandMuhammadasReligiousFounders.William BEerdmansPublishingCompany.
Michigan/CambridgeUK.2001.
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tothepresentAfricanandAsianmigrationsbeingignoredbyeveryoneinvolved.We
haveheresurelycertainevidenceoffictionality?

TheEgyptiansalonefaithfullyrecordedevents,andtheirfailuretorecordamassive
numberoffreeslavesexitingalongwiththedisappearanceofanEgyptianarmyand
itskingseemstrulypreposterous.Ofcoursetheymighthavebeenembarrassed,but
ancientpeoplesrarelyfailedtorecordadisaster-intheNewKingdom claimingitwas
nothingofthekindfortheywon.The6millionHebrewsclaimedtomakeupthehost
wouldprobablyhaveconstitutedmorethanthepopulationofPalestine,Lebanonand
Syriaatthattime.

Rightly,theconnectionisconsideredbycommentatorslikeDonaldRedmond41as
ridiculous.42 DonaldRedfordmakesanumberofpertinentpointsaboutAkhenaten
Hebrewmonotheism:

TheerasofAktenatenEgyptand7th or6th centuryhillcountrywereverydifferent.
Akhenaten’s monotheism suppressed otherreligions,and majorEgyptian cult
centresofthetime,althoughtheHebrew eliteprobablydidthesameatdifferent
times.ThereligionsofRawerepowerful,whereasthoseofBa’alandMolochwere
probablytolerated.RedmondnotestheicongraphicnatureofAtenworshipandthe
aniconicnatureofYHWHworship;theanthropomorphiccharacterofYHWH,andthe
visiblebutblandAten.ThepersonalnatureofYHWHworship,theworshipofAten
throughthekinghimself.Themaindifferencehereiscentralcontrolofworshipand
controlofworshipthroughpriests.Oneexpressesthepowerofkings(political)the
otherthepowerofpriests(theocratic).

Anotherreason Ehrlich (2001:30)explores is the supposed unstable state of
Canaanitesocietybetween1550-1200.TheExodusinvolvesconquest.Akhenaten’s
distractedforeignpolicyhadweakenedEgyptiancontroloverCanaanitecities,with
immensecompetitionbetweentheoftentinypolitiesasaresult.From thisurban
disquiettheApiruorHabiruarose,disappointedindividualslookingforanalternative
wayoflife.ThisasErhlichstateswasasocialnotanethnicdesignation.Atone
pointitwasassumedthattheywereconnectedtotheHebrewsoractuallywere
them,butthatideahaslongbeendiscarded.Noneofthese,oneassumes,would
haveeasilytoleratedsuddencompetition.Certainlynotonethatsoonidentifieditself
asaninvasionforce.TheEgyptiansonceagainexertedcontroloverCanaan,as
detailedabove,andthroughoutthisperiodanyExoduswouldhavebeeneasilydealt
with by reinvigorated Egyptian armies.Ramesses II,a successfulifperhaps
overratedmilitaryleader,seemsastrangechoiceforthePharaohofthelegend,
especiallyassomuchwasrecordedduringhisreignontemplewallsandinDay
Books.

Nevertheless,therewasonegroupattheendofthisperiodwhoinvaded,althoughas

41Egypt,Canaan,andIsraelinAncientTimes.PrincetonUniversityPress.1992.Pages377-82.
42Mywords,nothis.
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usualitwas notas straightforward as that,which was the Sea Peoples or
specificallythePhilistines,todateregardedasMycenaean.Presentinformation
regardsthem ashavingdestroyedtownsanddrivenoffthepopulations.

Hebrewwriting:

TheHebrew scriptisgenerallyconsidered to havedeveloped from Phoenician
culture,thecitiesalongthecoastofwhatisnow Lebanon.BothHebrewsand
Phoenicians were Western Semites,the form ofSemitic spoken,and so their
languageswerecloselyrelated.ItisacknowledgedthatearlyIsraeliteculturecannot
beseparatedfrom otherCanaanitecultures,ascanbeseeninpreviouspapers
involvingchildsacrifice.43TheearliestprobableincidenceofaWestSemiticscriptis
from WasielHolnearThebesinEgypt,indicatingthemovementofCanaanite
peoplesintothearea.OnanimageofHathor,whoweknow wasacceptedby
Phoenicians,arethewordsinWestSemitic‘toBalaat’.

By1050BCEPhoenicianscripthaddevelopedinto22letters,andearlierpapershere
suggestthatPhoenicianinvolvementwiththehillcountryleadtothedevelopmentof
theHebrew script,limitingbothwrittenmaterialallocatedtoapossibleHebrew
groupandtothedevelopmentofHebrewsasaseparateentity.Theeasewithwhich
thenew scriptswerewrittenmeantthattheywereeasilylearntcomparedtoelite
scriptslikethehieroglyphics,andthereforewerefrequentlylearntandusedby
ordinarypeople.Thisprobablywasthecase,andasmostexampleswerewrittenon
papyrusallsofarhavebeenpermanentlylost.ButasalsoHebrewostraca,written
wordson pottery,are notfrequentlyfound eitherextensive literacyremainsa
hypothesis.Findingmoundsofostraca(astheywereoftenthrownoutasrubbish,
certainlyinancientliteratesocieties)wouldchangethepicture.PerhapstheArad
Ostraca willdo so,butbiblicalquotes are also needed to confirm the early
appearanceofbiblicaltexts44.

A numberofcommentatorspointto oralhistoryasdistinguishing manyearly
HebrewnarrativesthatplacetheHebrewsinthehillcountrybythe11thcentury,but
suchoralstoriescouldhavecomefrom anysmallgroupinthevicinityandsimply
regurgitatedbylaterHebrewscribes.Avraham Faust’sinvestigationsaboveindicate
thelikelihoodthatwholeareasoflaterHebrew-dominatedPalestinewereeither
ethnicallymixedorethnicallydifferentfrom theHebrews.Othersinsistthatstories
couldhavebeenrecordedbyHebrewscribeswholearnedtheirtradeelsewhere,but
thentheywouldsurelynotbeHebrew asthescriptandtheethnic-identityexist
together.ThisargumentcanonlyworkifthereisgenuineevidenceofearlyYHWH
worship,butthereisnot.

43Smith,Mark.EarlyHistoryofGod.Harper&Row.1990.Page1.
44https://www.timesofisrael.com/new-look-at-ancient-shards-suggests-bible-even-older-than-
thought/


