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Foreword to the Russian Edition 

by 

V. I. Chepizhny 

The present book acquaints the reader with one of the major events in the history 
of chess- the 'Tournament of Stars', which was held from lOth April to 7th May in 
Montreal (Canada). 

The very strong compos1t1on of the tournament - ten top-class grandmasters from 
eight countries, headed by the World Champion - the great competitive intensity, 
and the equally high standard of play; all this makes one justified in assuming 
that the 'Tournament of Stars' will occupy an exceptional place in the annals of 
chess events. 

The book contains all 90 games played in Montreal. They are presented in chronol­
ogical order, round by round. Each round is preceded by a general summary, which 
is given by Ex-World Champion Mikhail Tal. 

The 45 most interesting games from the tournament have been annotated in detail by 
some of the participants, Karpov, Tal, Hort and Kavalek, and by the leading Soviet 
players Aronin, Bronstein, Gufeld, Kholmov, Nikitin and Polugayevsky. [See also 
translator's foreword.] The remaining games are given without notes. Of course, 
not only one half, but the overwhelming majority of the games from the 'Tournament 
of Stars' deserve the most thorough analysis and detailed commentary. And such work 
will undoubtedly be carried out in the future. But we wert faced with the task of 
publishing with some urgency the collected games from the 'Tournament of Stars', and 
we hope that it is in this light that the demanding reader will assess the present 
work. 

The events on the 64 squares are, of course, the most important in any chess event, 
especially in one as outstanding as this. But there is also much else which is of 
interest to chess enthusiasts: the atmosphere in the tournament and around it, 
relations between the participants during the tournament, the most important compet­
itive moments, the reasons for the success or failure of this or that grandmaster, 
the organization of the event, and so on. All this the reader will find in the 
notes by chess journalist A. Roshal, who was present at the tournament in his 
capacity as special correspondent for the newspaper Sovyetsky Sport. In his notes, 
use has been made of his reports from Montreal. 

Chess enthusiasts will no doubt be attracted by the interviews which the winners 
of the 'Tournament of Stars', �natoly Karpov and Mikhail Tal, gave to the editor 
especially for this book. The to,!llrnament in the eyes of the winners - what could 

vii 



viii Foreword to the Russian Edition 

be more interesting?! Especially since on a number of questions these friendly 
rivals express completely opposite opinions. It is natural that the range of 
questions touched upon in the interviews is not restricted merely to the Montreal 
theme. The answers of these two great players reflect on the most varied aspects 
of chess at the highest level, and on many burning questions of modern-day chess. 

On the pages of this book the reader will also find portraits of the players, 
information about the major tournament and match successes of the grandmasters, 
and extensive reference material, illustrating the course of the competitive 
struggle in the 'Tournament of Stars'. 



Publisher's Note 

In order to make this book available as economically and as rapidly as possible 
the manuscript has been typed in a form suitable for direct photographic 
reproduction. This method has its typographical limitations, but it is hoped 
that they in no way distract the reader. 

We are most grateful to Bill Allan for the photographs of Karpov, Tal, Portisch, 
Ljubojevic, Hort, Huhner and Kavalek, all of which were taken at the tournament. 
Thanks are also due to Hilary Coe for the photographs of Larsen and Timman (taken 
at the Phillips & Dre•.J Kings Chess Tournament) and to Jenny Drummond for preparing 
the diagrams and typing the manuscript. 

xi 

Martin J. Richardson 
Executive Editor 
Pergamon Chess Ser ies 
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Montreal Diary 

by 

Aleksandr Roshal 

CHE SS STARS IN THE LAND OF ICE HOCKEY 

The Meridien Hotel extends over a ful l block in the centre of Montreal . Al l 
around,  in a con fusion of tongue s ,  are visi tors from virtually every country o f  
the world, but one group o f  guests  draws particular attention . The se are the 
participants in the internat ional ' Tournament of Stars ' ,  and to them the proprietors 
are especially attentive . Among the mass of surrounding adverts , there is a 
predominance of posters divided into 64 squares of two colours . You fee l  the urge 
to reach out for one of the s tylized pieces and make a first move . Incidenta l ly ,  
the paper boards are perhaps some o f  the few objects that you can touch here without 
caution : in thi s ultra-modern hotel it is risky to touch a who le series of things 
- your hand is s truck instantly by an electric spark . This static electricity, for 
the moment dorman t ,  has been as though transferred to the grandmasters - they are 
preoccupied, ful l of anticipation for the opening of the tournament that evening • • .  

But gradually the playe rs become more lively and talkative , and te ll one another 
about their adventures on the way to Montreal . Someone is already going back into 
his tory, attemp ting to reca ll tournaments comparable in strength wi th the present 
one . Larsen re calls the unrealized super-tournaments of Havana 1921 and Acapulco 
1973, where mee tings be tween top grandmasters were planned ,  but did not take place . 
And now at last a top-class tournament of this type has been organized. 

In this two-cycle event i t  i s  indeed only outstanding p layers who are appearing 
the tourn�nt belongs to the unprecendentedly high ,  1 5 th FIDE category . The aver­
age rating exceeds the impressive fi gure of 2620 . This number was increased by the 
' re turn ' to the tournament of Vlastimil Hor t ,  who was going to withdraw in favour 
of the young Englishman Tony Mi le s .  At the last moment the Czech grandmaster 
changed his mind , and, to the delight of the organizers , neverthe less flew in to 
Montreal from Lone Pine . Hart ' s  decision to make this ' reverse subst itution ' was 
obvious ly influenced by his succe s s  at the tournament in this Ameri can town , where 
he shared first place , ahead of Larsen and 20 o ther grandmas ters . 

Even before the s tart of thi s event ,  much was said about how it would resemble a 
dress rehearsal prior to the decisive elimination bat tles in the current World 
Championship Cycle . It was indeed an appropriate comparison : Mon treal brought 
together Ex-World Champ ion Spassky, who already had the right to participate in the 
Candidates matche s ,  e ight favourites for the coming Interzonal Tournament s ,  and the 
World Champion himse l f !  A further three to four candidatures could perhaps have 
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been considered,  but then the event would have suffered in its  ' geographical 
imposingness ' ,  and also , mos t  probably, in some thing el se . • • . But the main thing 
is that there is no one here that one would like to see replaced .  There are no 
participants who are at all  markedly inferior to the others in standard , so that 
comparisons with even the outstanding Milan tournament of 1 9 75 become inaccurate . 

But even so , the author o f  these lines remembered that tournament in Italy , al though 
for a quite different reason • . . . The group in which I was s tanding was approached 
by Lajos Porti sch. He greeted us , and enquired as to who was staying in which 
room of the hote l .  Along with the o thers,  I automatically gave my number .  
Por tisch raised his eyebrows , thought for a while,  and then took Lj ubomir Kavalek 
to one side . The grandmasters conferred about some thing, and then with apologe tic 
smi les sugge sted that I change my room, s ince I had incautiously been accommodated 
exactly be tween them. Back in Malin, Portisch had complained that the Mos cow 
correspondent had dis turbed his relaxation, with hi s continuous and noisy convers­
a tions on the te lphone . A typical detail ,  showing how seriously the leading 
players·consider the sl ighte st nuances of their  everyday l i fe when parti cipating in 
important events . 

Having settled down rather more comfortably in the hote l ,  before the drawing o f  
l o t s  the players expre ssed the wi sh to see the fie ld o f  the coming battle s .  A 
cavalcade of cars se t off for an island in the S t  Lawrence Rive r .  One can , incid­
entally,  also ge t there by me tro ,  since there is an entrance to it direc tly in the 
Meridien , and an exit on the territory of the formerly famous exhibition ' Expo-6 7 ' ,  
which i s  where the tournament is being held.  Now there i s  another exhibition here , 
in constant operation - ' Man and his world' , which is he ld each year under a new 
mo tto.  Thus during the Olympic Games everything was devo ted to sport , and at 
present - to the International Year o f  the Child • • . . But at the moment all is 
quie t ,  a blizzard is sweeping through the deserted avenue s ,  there are none of the 
usual maple leave s ,  and the exhibi tion is waiting for warmer weather before coming 
a live . The numerous pavil ions , as though orphaned, are devoid of the ir once fine 
apparel , and the wind batters at  thei r  boarded-up breast s  and cools their bri t tle 
me tal bones . But it is apparent that they were , and still  wil l  be , beautiful . 
The American pavilion, whi ch has suffered a fire , is especially prominent - an 
enormous aluminium sphere , in the non-glassed cage of which stand toy-like empty 
blocks . 

Only the Quebec Pavi lion is open , and this is where the grandmasters wi l l  be 
playing . The Canadian Province of Quebec (which also includes Montreal - a major 
business and cultural centre ) is noted for its  aspiration towards iso lation and 
autonomy . Here the greater part of the population speaks French, and no t English , 
is proud of its customs , and haughtily looks down on the o ther inhabi tants of this 
vas t  country . It i s  a notable fac t that ,  at  the international exhibition , the 
province had its  own pavil ion . This building is kept re latively ' habitable ' ,  
al though on first acquain tance i t  seemed unlikely that in one day the hosts would 
be able to make the premi ses suitable for the receiving of the distinguished chess  
gue s ts , to say nothing o f  several hundred spectators . 

It was a good thing that the grandmasters were able to v�s�t  the p laying hal l  the 
day before the clocks were started : the proposed lighting for the s tage , for 
examp le ,  was quite unsuitable , and i t  had to be urgently re-equipped .  Other 
repairs were also s till  in the proces s  of being comple ted . 

The ' permi t  system' , on the other hand,
· 

was from the very s tart worked out in 
every de tai l .  All the grandmasters,  j ournalists , and various types of o fficials , 
were assembled in a small building at the extrance to the exhibit ion , and were in 
turn seated on a chair opposite the barrel of a ' rapid-firing ' camera . At this 
point the famous chess  p layers , who are accustomed to posing under normal condition s ,  
suddenly began t o  feel embarras sed , s o  that i n  the picture s ,  which were then 
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attached to spe cial identity cards , they were barely recognizable . And when later 
they accidentally left their cards in the hote l ,  they would j oke that it was 
embarrassing to have to show them. 

There was ,  incidentally, one amusing episode connected with this ' forgetfulne s s '  of 
the grandmasters . Karpov and Tal had le ft the ir pe rmi ts behind, and the guard would 
not a l low the car in which we were trave lling into the grounds of the exhibition , 
I he ld out my card and care lessly stated that ' these gentlemen'  were trave l ling 
with me . The guard bowed gallantly, and al lowed our car to pass through . This 
greatly amused us . .  , . 

Ye s ,  in the land of ice hockey it was some time be fore the famous chess players 
began to be recognized , although the papers began announcing their arrival long 
before the tournament .  But later the popularity of the ' FIDE s tars ' rose extra­
ordinarily , and in this respect  they succes s fully rivalled the highly popular 
professionals of the National Hockey League , Very soon , the local journalists 
began to talk about the Montreal idol Guy Le fler having to compete not only with 
Trotier from ' New York Islanders ' for the ice puck, but a lso with Karpov from 
Russia for the number of photographs in the pre s s .  T o  which the Worl d  Champion , 
a fter watching a game for the Stanley Cup be tween ' Montreal Canadiens ' and a 
Washington team, remarked that all Le fle r ' s fe llow team members helped him to score 
goals , whe reas he , Karpov, could only be hindered by his colleague s ,  Tal and Spassky . 

FIVE CHESS SCREENS 

The opening ceremony of the tournament ,  in one of the numerous hal ls of the 
Me ridien Hote l ,  was held on the evening of l Oth Apri l ,  with specta tors and j ourn­
alists presen t .  To the clicking and whirring of cine , photographic and television 
cameras , blinded from all  sides by the fl ash-bulbs o f  j ostling photographers , the 
che ss s tars climb up onto a spe cially constructed s tage . The Mayor of the town , 
Jean Drapeau, presents each compe titor with a valuable present - a  box with a set 
of commemorative Soviet coins , i ssued for the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow . *  The 
chie f contro l ler Sve tozar Gligoric carries out the drawing of lots , cal ling out the 
names o f  the players in ascending order o f  their individual ratings , and taking 
account of the importance of their titles . Of course , the ir numbers in the s tarting 
table s t i l l  depend on a random drawing of lot s ,  but , contrary to the usual state 
of affairs , on thi s occasion no one is dissati sfie d :  in any case every p layer has 
to p lay every o ther one , no t only with Black , but also with Whi te , 

. . .  A reporter ' s  j o t ter contains the most varied of note s .  And ,  of course , a ches s  
j ournalis t ,  fulfil ling t�e obliga tions o f  a newspaper correspondent , devo tes 
particular attention to the development of events in game s ,  and endeavours to 
understand and evaluate the grandmasters ' move s .  But in the present case , where 
the se notes are included in a book in which the leading chess  p layers themselves 
assess their own p lay and that of their colleague s ,  the j ournal ist ' s  pure ly chess 
observations must be put into the background . The reader wi l l  possibly al�eady 
have noticed that the author is endeavouring to give an impre s sion , in the first 
ins tance , of the a tmosphere in which the tournament was he ld.  Subsequen tly , too , 
I wil l  adhere to this . . .  

Be fore the start of the tournament there i s  an extraordinary bustle . The pho to­
graphers are al lowed to take photographs for only a few minutes , and the s tage i s  
li terally flooded b y  flash light s .  But now the clocks are s tarted,  everything goes 
quie t ,  and one of the greatest tournaments in the history of chess  is under way . 

*According to the report in the June 1 9 79 i ssue of Chess, each p layer was presented 
with a se t of the Montreal O lympic coins . (K. P. N . ) 
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. . .  In size , the tournament hall (which has places for four hundred )  resembles the 
summer cinemas of our southern towns . But here was are a long way from the south, 
and at  times it is very cool in the hal l .  The spectators sit in their coats , or 
sometimes remove them and hang them on the backs o f  the metal chairs with canvas 
seat s ,  which comple tes s til l further the similarity with the cinema hal l .  

But now picture t o  yourse l f  a cinema in which not one , but several films are s imul­
taneously being shown , and each spectator is free to choose , according to taste , a 
fairy tale , drama , comedy, de tective story , or a simp le tale with a happy ending . 
And at the same time there is the chance of observing here and now how the p roduc­
tion is created . Some thing like this occurs not only in performance s of the 
popular Czech ' Magic Lanterns', but also during a che ss tournament. 

The Mon treal ' Tournament of S tars ' .  Square chequered screens are lit up at the 
dark rear of the stage , while below, on the s tage itse l f ,  at the tables sit five 
pairs of chess players , who in agonies of creativity and confrontation are forging 
their succes s .  The ac tors (who are also the authors) are not alone on the chess 
stage , but each of their movements - and from this they experience a sense of p ride 
and responsibil ity - is fo l lowed by the enthral led spectato�s .  The youths along­
side the screens merely implemen t  the will of the skilful grandmasters , and 
communicate their ideas to the pieces on the luminous squares . The creators of 
chess  game s operate using highly complicated scrip t s ,  dictated by their human 
characte rs , their ability and knowledge , and by the sharpnes s  o f  their rivalry , 
which depends on the final compe titive aim which each one has se t himse lf before 
the s tart of the tournament . . . . This is the conten t ,  but the form, as has already 
been s tated, can be highly diverse . And while the grandmasters themse lves want 
victory more than anything, for true love rs of chess  - exactly according to the 
Olympic principle - more important is participa tion in the creative process . And 
they are ready to participate in a performance of any genre : for the spectators 
all genres are good, provided they are not tedious . 

For the spectators at the ' Tournament of Stars ' ,  from the very first day , I l th 
April , things were interes ting. Interes ting but a lso difficul t ,  since p ractically 
every day the at tention of chess  fans was drawn to all five chess  screens . But it 
can be asserted that the tone was se t by a quite specific game - the first round 
encounter be tween Tal and Spassky . They have already been compe ting with each 
other fo r a quarter of a century, al though we all stil l  regard them as young men . 
The Ex-World Champions themselves have occasionally begun to talk about their age , 
and they exchanged a few words on this ' delicate topic ' on the bus taking the 
players to the 1 s t round.  I even sensed a sad tone in the voice of Spassky, who 
looks a lot younger than his 42 years . Mikhail (who is older than his colleague 
by a few months , chee rfully reassured Boris : "You are the younger in our older 
genera tion " .  And at  the board that evening they were both young, but succes s  
accompanied the more ' e lderly ' - Tal won a game which l e f t  even Spassky ' s  supporters 
happy . 

Talking about years , I recall how once Bent Larsen said to me : "I fee l  my age 
when I lose . But if I win , I forge t that I am already in my fifth decade . "  

Already a t  the s tart of the Mon treal tournament Larsen ' fe l t  his age ' - in 26 
move s he was crushed by a representative of the ' new wave ' ,  Lj ubomir Lj ubojevic . 

For fighting spirit the 2nd round was not inferior to the one p receding , but it 
exceeded it in s tubborness : three of the games were adjourned. On the fo llowing 
day Lj ubojevic was unable to realize his advantage of an extra pawn against 
Portis ch ,  a further defeat was suffered by Larsen - against HUhner ,  while Spassky , 
a fter bril liantly s�crificing a piece against Kavalek in normal time , succeeded in 
winning the game on re sump tion . As can be seen , 'mul ti-part ' performances ,  even 
if they be on chess , are fashionable nowadays .  The only ' short-length ' game was 
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that be tween Hart and Tal ,  in which the latter was Black . Karpov subtly bui l t  up 
his game against Tirnrnan, both in the chess and the psychological sense . Having 
made a good study of his opponen t ,  whom he knows from back in the 1 96 7 /68 European 
Junior Championship , the World Champion did not aim to force matters , but gradual ly 
increased the pressure . A manoeuvring s truggle is not to the taste of the Dutchman , 
who prefers a tac tical battle,  and he was quite unable to find a c lear plan .  Before 
Karpov had achieved complete domination of his forces (as he sees it , this is the 
highest creative achievemen t ) , Timman had lost a pawn and was in time trouble . 
Karpov completed the gathering of his chess harve s t  to the applause of the spec­
tators . 

Evidence of the fascinating nature of the events taking place in the tournament is 
the behaviour not only of the spec tators,  but also of the players themse lve s ,  who , 
even after comp leting their game s ,  do not leave the stage . True , they don ' t  all  
behave in the same way . Whi le Karpov and Tal , for examp le , parti cipate actively in 
the ana lysis of o ther completed game s ,  Larsen and HUhner more o ften remain in the ir 
seats , turning over the pages of some book, but s t i l l  watching the demonstration 
screens . (I  noticed Larsen carrying around a book that he himself  had wri t ten : 
here on sale in the foyer there is an extensive display of che ss l i terature , among 
the authors being the participants in the tournament) . 

Fears tha t,  on the is land where the ' Quebec Pavi l ion ' is si tuated,  the number of 
chess  enthusiasts gathering would be insufficien t ,  were confidently dispe l led by 
the enterprising organizer s .  But be fore mentioning the virtues of the tournament 
organization , I should remark that it was by no means immediate ly that c lock dials 
and move counters appeared under the demonstra tion boards , whi le in the auditorium 
no special places were reserved,  as is cus tomary , for representatives of the pre s s ,  
and i t  was by n o  means always that the imposing correspondent ' s  identity card woul d 
enable a journal ist cove ring the tournament to be suitably accommodate d .  Howeve r ,  
a l l  this can b e  readily put down to the inexperience of the organizers o f  such a 
major chess  tournament as the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  On the other hand , there are 
things that we could learn from them. 

I, for example , have never seen such a large number of chess  publi cations at any 
one time . True , the reservation mus t  be made that published abroad are a consid­
e rable number of aids of the type ' How to win ' , writ ten by completely incompe tent 
authors , but there is also an abundance of substantial (and expens ive ) books , 
including Chess Informato� and collec tions of games from major events and by top 
grandmas ters . It was suggested to Tal that he buy (at a discount ! )  a collection of 
his own games , while Karpov was cons tantly being asked to autograph books devoted 
to him. On display were nume rous articles so sought after by chess  playe rs : 
clocks , che s s  sets of every possible si ze - trave l ling, pocke t ,  or for tournaments 
- scorebooks for recording game s ,  transfers of chess  pieces for diagrams - the list  
is endless ! In the foyer we are offered a s imple problem to solve ,  so as to join 
in a s imul taneous display .  You can also do battle with a che ss compute r ,  and you 
yourse l f  can switch the program to any one of the six leve ls of play of thi s ,  as 
ye t ,  not very clever machine . In the foyer there are also TV moni tors , to remind 
those who have come out to exchange opinions or simply to smoke , of the mos t  inter­
es ting positions from the games still in progress on the s tage . At certain times a 
verbal commen tary is given . And spectators trave l to the island where at the 
moment the ' Lunar-park' is closed,  and nothing i s  open apart from the ' Ches s  
pavi l ion ' . They come , de spite the bad weathe r,  and at weekends al together fill  
this pavi lion . That which we sometimes call  ironically the ' entertainment indus try ' 
is doing a great deal for chess , even in such an apparently non-che ss country as 
Canada. 
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OLD SCORE S 

The cold spe ll which Montreal had experienced had also to some extent pene trated 
onto the s tage of the hal l  where the tournament was being playe d .  There was the 
sight of the famous grandmasters sit ting at the chess tables in their  coats , and 
knocking back one cup o f  coffee after anothe r - not so as to reinforce their 
fighting spiri t ,  but s imply so as to ge t warm. These players do not engage in 
combat ,  but in the middle of the game some even remove their j ackets : on the stage 
it gradually becomes hot - perhaps not in the direct  sense , but figurative ly.  O f  
grandmaster peaceableness  - and i t  must be owned that at  times chess enthusiasts 
are very concerned about i t - there i s  not even any sugge stion here . 

It is an amazingly fighting tournament !  The readily explainable pride o f  the 
' che ss stars ' is intensified by old  score s .  Two years before thi s ,  Timman lost a 
training match to Spassky, and here in the 3rd round their encounter ended in a 
draw. At the Milan tournament in 1 975 , Tal commit ted a highly vexing transposition 
of moves in a winning position agains t Ljuboj evi c ,  so that the latte r ,  instead o f  
the Ex-World Champion , went forward t o  the final poo l .  In Montreal Tal again had 
a marked advantage , but had to be satis fied with a draw. Larsen began the present 
event with two zeroes ,  and according to chess cus toms such players are especially 
dangerous .  The thirst for  victory was also increased by  the �feat which the Dane 
suffered not long before in one o f  his mee tings with Karpov. But here too revenge 
did not occur . 

The 4 th round began with an amusing coincidence of the game s Htibner-Tal and Hort­
Timman . A variation of the Modern Benoni was repeated move for move on two adj a­
cent demonstration boards , and probably the only reason why the organizers did not 
release one of the demonstrators was because they were afraid of increasing the 
army o f  the unemp loyed.  Howeve r ,  this young man nevertheless fai rly soon le ft  the 
stage , together with the players from the first of these game s ,  who had concluded 
peace . 

Not long before the conclusion of thi s game , Bent Larsen appeared on the stage . . . . 

The Dane ' s  habi ts are amazingly constant . With uncommon regularity he arrives late 
for each game by exactly 1 5  minutes - as though he has checked it on his watch. It  
could have been supposed that on that day he had lingered by the te levision, 
fo llowing a transmis sion from Moscow o f  the Czechoslovakia-Canada ice hockey match , 
or that he had simply ove rslep t ,  s ince he has a habi t of resting be fore a game . 
But during o ther events i t  is by no means always that ice hockey has been shown on 
te levi s ion , and games have begun later than a t  4 p . m.  (as in Montreal) , but even 
so,  the re too Larsen has remained true to himse l f .  As a rule he was also late for 
the start of his games in the Candidates ' Quarter-Final Match which he lost to 
Portisch. That same Portisch, who was now s i tting on the s tage awaiting his long­
s tanding opponent • . . . 

But , of course , it was not for this reason that the Danish grandmaster did not 
manage to make his 40th move , the last before the time control ,  in a position where 
his chances were by no means worse . Larsen could have given check to the black 
king , which would e ssentially not have changed anything, but he suddenly became 
inexplicably pensive . Well ,  such things happen. When the flag on Larsen ' s  c lock 
fe l l ,  even Portisch himself  was taken aback , and, not wishing to accept such a 
generous present ,  nobly sugge s ted that the point be shared .  But a law i s  a law, 
and chie f contro ller Gligoric,  who was a longside , confi rmed the overstepping of the 
time limi t ,  and, consequently, Larsen ' s  de feat . ( I  decided there and then to have 
a chat wi th Gligoric after the conclusion of the round . )  

The unexpected resul t of this game mere ly caused a sl ight deterioration in the 
re sul ts o f  Whi te at the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  Thus , after the 3rd round , those 



Montreal Diary 7 

holding the right of the first move were leading by the tennis score 6- 1 .  By 
coincidence , this was exactly the resul t (draws not included) of the previous games 
between Karpov and Spassky : the present Champion is normally very succe ss ful 
against one of his predecessors on the chess  throne . Again old score s ?  Yes ,  
remembering them, chess enthusias ts awaited this new encounter with great inte re s t .  
A spectator, hurrying t o  occupy the most convenient seat , asked me : "Tell  me , a t  
which table wil l  they be playing ?"  The question was c lear without explanation : 
he was talking about the Karpov-Spassky game . The ir table was placed in the very 
centre o f  the stage , and for 5 hours hundreds of pairs of eyes stayed fixed on i t .  

Spassky copied the moves of . . .  Karpov , made by him i n  Baguio . With the difference 
that then the World Champion had used on them only a couple of minutes,  whereas 
now Spassky spent more than an hour. It is true that later Black employed a new 
continuation , and obtained what seemed to be a satisfactory game. Then Karpov 
began playing more ac tively,  while his opponen t,  in con tras t ,  switched totally to 
the defence of his i solated queen ' s  pawn . Running short of time , Spassky mere ly 
moved his pieces to and fro , sheltering behind the apparent impregnabil ity of his 
fortifications . White subtly weakened the enemy K-side , and then struck a blow in 
the centre . After the fal l  of the long-suffering pawn , a simple but elegant combin­
ation by the World Champion brought him a heal thy point in the tournament table . 

After the round I went up to Sve tozar Gligori c :  

"You are the only grandmaster appearing in the ' Tournament o f  Stars ' in the role 
of debutant • . .  " . 

"That ' s  true ; this is the firs t time I have occupied the pos1 t1on of chie f con­
tro l ler.  But ,  wait a minute . . • . Ye s ,  in  1 949 I controlled a match be tween Najdorf 
and Tri funovic ,  but that was a friendly event .  I had more than one j ob,  as I even 
ful filled the duties of second for my compatrio t .  Al though the role of con tro l ler 
is an unusual one for me , I could not decl ine the invi tation to take part in such 
an outstanding event , even if  only in this capacity . "  

"Well , and how do you like your new work ?"  

"It suits  me very we l l .  The p layers treat me as  an old col league ; there are no 
arguments , and I have assistants . One thing that te lls , it is true , is the 
organizers ' lack of experience in s taging major ches s  events , but it wil l  come 
with time . . .  . There have been some conflicts to which I am unaccus tomed . Take , 
for examp le ,  the momen t when Larsen did not succeed in making his 40th move in his 
game with Por ti s ch.  The �ituation on the board was such that the dramatic outcome 
o f  the game provoked genuine sympathy for the Dane . But the contro l ler has no 
right to be guided by feelings , and without he sitation I confirmed that Larsen had 
lost . "  

"Give an assessmen t ,  p lease , of the events at the s tart of the Montreal tournament 
from the point of view of an experienced p layer . "  

"Each day I take part in the preparation o f  the tournament bul le tin , and so I 
have taken upon myse l f  the obligation to fol low not only the compe titive side of 
the event,  but also to analyze the game s .  I wi l l  risk drawing some initial conclus­
ions . The growth o f  aggres sion , which has been no ti ceable in certain international 
tournaments of recent time s ,  is continuing .  As before , in mee tings be tween oppon­
ents of equal standard , Whi te continues to have a marked advantage . Black at tempts  
to counter this by ' surprise tac tics ' ,  but at times this re sul ts in a spectacular 
de fea t  for the experimen tor. I do not wish by any means to appear such a confo rm­
ist , but nevertheless I prefer the careful and considered preparation of an opening 
repertoire ,  such as we usually see with Por tisch ,  al though at times he lacks flexi­
bil ity . . .  
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"Anatoly Karpov - he is one who knows all about chess  flexibili ty .  Incidentally, 
I think that the most serious rival to the World Champion in the battle for victory 
in the ' Tournament of Stars ' will be , apart from the two former World Champions , in 
particular the Hungarian grandmaster, who normally p lays we l l  in s trong and evenly­
balanced tournaments . "  

. . .  After four rounds , in the lead with a fine resul t - 3! points - was Portisch, 
and half a point behind came Karpov, who in the fo llowing round had to mee t  hi s 
rival . 

Karpov, with Black agains t Portisch,  had to p lay accurately. But no t without reason 
do they say that accuracy is the courtesy of kings (including chess  kings ) . When 
the World Champion had accurately carried out all prophylac tic measure s ,  the 
Hungarian player o ffered a draw, and promptly explained to his opponent the reason 
for his peaceableness : "After the tournament in Bugojno , where I made several 
mis takes against you and lost as Whi te , I for some reason did not wish to be too 
aggre ssive . "  

The theme of mutua l chess s core s ,  touched on earl ier, can be continued .  The s tars 
gathe red in Montreal are not only of the first rank, but ar� also very active , and 
have p layed each o ther on many occasions in the mos t  varied events . 

In the 5 th round Hort had to do battle wi th Spassky , against whom in the last 
World Championship Cycle he lost a Quarter-Final Candidate s '  Match, and lost when 
with the scores leve l  the bat tle was continued to the first vi ctory . But here 
something unexpected occurre d :  with the board still  ful l of piece s ,  Spassky , 
p laying Whit e ,  offe red a draw. No doubt the Ex-World Champion required t ime to 
recover from his unsuccessful game with Karpov the day before , and so he decided to 
have a rest day. 

To an even greater extent ,  such a break was required by Larsen , but he was not 
al lowed it . . . . Twenty-two years ago Tal first played the Dane in a Student Olympiad. 
Since then Larsen has no t once succeeded in winning agains t the Riga player in a 
tournamen t .  In matches ,  on the other hand, the struggle be tween them has proceeded 
with alternating succes s :  Tal was first the vi ctor,  and was then de feated. If in 
conversa tion wi th an erudite chess  enthusiast you bring up the topic of meetings 
be tween Tal and Larsen , almost  invariably you wi ll get on to the famous piece 
sacrifice made by the Ex-World Champion in the first of the aforementioned matche s .  
Now t o  this wide ly-published example was added another .  

In the tournament there i s  a special prize ' for bri l liancy ' ,  and, having possibly 
decided to  try for i t  (or perhaps having been influenced by Tal ) , one of the 
unsuccessful players at the s tart , Kavalek , sacri ficed against HUhner a who le rook . 
The Wes t  German grandmaster repe lled the onslaught so coolly and exactly that now 
he himse l f  may demand a prize - ' for the bes t  defence ' .  

After 5 rounds Portisch still  remains the leade r ,  with 4 points . Sti l l  half  a 
point behind are Karpov and Tal . But there is also a change : they have been 
j oined by Lj ubojevic ,  who has played a draw with Timman , and overcome Kavalek 
after an adj ournmen t .  

The 6th round, t o  judge by the number of  draws - 4 out o f  5 before the expiry of 
normal time - was an unsuccess ful one . But this is only at first glance . The 
Ljubojevic-Spassky and HUbner-Timman clashe s ,  ful l  of cunning trap s ,  ended in draws 
when it would have seemed s imply improper to have continued play. Tal had Black 
against Portisch and outwi t ted him, except that to win against such an opponent one 
really requires more than the Ex-World Champion was able to achieve . 

Pe rhaps only the World Champion could feel unhappy with himse l f .  After the opening 
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it appeared that Hort was coming under a very strong attack ; and that is what 
probably would have happened had Karpov pushed forward the other of his pair of 
pawns that was battering at  the enemy king position . Then , evidently wishing to 
seize space also on the Q-side , he incorrectly sent his queen there , only to find 
it caught up in a crowd of enemy piece s .  From the auditorium at this point it was 
apparent that the World Champion, whose turn it was to move , was looking s tudiously 
at  his opponen t .  What was going on ? After a handshake i t  a l l  became c lear : Hort 
had offe red Karpov a draw, and the latter had been wondering whe ther or not to 
accep t .  One can unders tand the World Champion , reflecting with regre t on the 
situation on the board a few moves earlie r .  Hort ' s  peace initiative was inter­
preted by some as a resul t of lack of time and ambi t ion . A subsequent j oint 
analysis showed,  however ,  that Karpov ' s  inaccuracies had not worsened his posi tion 
to the extent that his opponent could hope for more than half a poin t .  Hort ' s  
sati s faction, howeve r ,  i s  easily exp lained : this was only the second draw that he 
he achieved against Karpov as Black. 

Be fore the s tart o f  the round the Soviet players sugge sted to Larsen , who was 
perpetually late ,  that he should travel with them. On the way the conve rsation 
got round to the coming Interzonal Tournament in the .sovie t Union that autumn , and 
one gained the impression that the Dane had already given up as a bad j ob the 
present tournament ,  which was going so badly for him. But • . .  

It  would seem that this was the first time that our companion had arrived in the 
p laying hal l  punctually for the s tart of the round, and al though he compensated 
somewhat for this 'mi sunderstanding '  by thinking for a long time over his very 
first move , he subsequen tly p layed with a good chess appe tite . I t  appeared that 
in the adj ourned position the never despondent Larsen would at  last gain his first 
victory in the tournament ,  over Kavalek . 

It must be admi t ted that the spectators did not expect that Tal and Karpov could 
have a genuine duel . We should no t condemn the grandmasters for their  quick draw, 
when they are s till  faced with much effort to gain a high p lace , and the return 
game be tween the same opponents is by no means bound to turn out to be so quie t .  
After all , among the e leven draws they have already played over their years of 
rivalry , there have been some that were far from peaceable , and one that even 
lasted more than 1 00 move s .  

Spassky and HUhner al�o left the s tage quickly . At first the Ex-World Champion 
appeared to have perplexed his opponen t by choosing an opening that everyone had 
forgo tten . The point is that HUhner ,  a speciali s t  in classical philology , who can 
express himself freely in many languages (including some so-ca lled dead language s ) , 
and who reads even ancient manuscrip ts, has no time le ft for the s tudy of the chess  
class i cs . On his own admission , he  knows only that which i s  played in  mode rn 
tournaments , for appearing in whi ch he neverthe less finds time . At any event ,  
Whi te gained a certain spatial advantage , then Spassky avoided the exchange of 
queens , but HUhner opened a file and exchanged o f f  both pairs of rooks along i t  . • .  

Two games were adjourned.  Against the Dutchman Timman , the gallant Larsen emp loyed 
the Dutch Defence , and did not she l ter behind the set-up known in theory as the 
' s tonewal l ' , but opened up the game . This opening up was double-edged,  and i t  
appeared mo st likely that the Dane , who had picked up the sword , would himself 
pe rish by i t  after the adj ournment. The tournament position ,  toge ther with Hort ' s  
uncertain p lay, temp ted Ljubojevic even as Black to seek complications . But thi s  
was n o  combinative storm, as frequently occurs i n  the talented Yugoslav ' s  games ,  
but an excellently conducted positional attack on the Q-side . However ,  this game 
could also have a mating finale , unless Hort were to resign it wi thout re sumption . 
So is Ljubojevi c really j oining in the ba ttle for the leade rship ? 
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THE INTERMEDIATE FINISH 

Despite the fierce rivalry; all the grandmasters appearing in the ' Tournament of 
S tars ' are not only mutual ly courteous ;  they are all on exce l lent personal terms 
with one anothe r .  Perhaps the only exception i s  that direc tly before an important 
game they avo id the company of their  opponent .  

Virtually all o f  the p layers could be found alone , first before the 8 th,  and then 
the 9 th round - the most fighting rounds of the tournamen t .  As Hort ironically 
put i t ,  a bitter s truggle had deve loped for the top , and for the bottom places . 
I t  was agreeable to see Karpov and Tal energe tically forging ahead, but Spassky was 
a disappointment ,  yielding far too easily to an onslaught by Larsen , who was 
endeavouring to rise off the bottom rung o f  the tournament table . The tactical  
ove rsight made by Spassky was yet another confirmation of  his temporary loss of 
form, which not long before had been very good . Whi le the indifferent form of one 
of the Ex-Worl d  Champions came as a surprise to everyone , to the extreme variations 
in Larsen ' s  resul ts they had long been accustomed.  In addition ,  it would appear 
that nowadays he t ires by the fi fth hour of play .  A supposition even more wel l­
founded is that prac ticali ties are completely alien to the Dane . For example , even 
during a round, when he himself i s  still  p laying, he joins without delay on the 
s tage - there is no special room for thi s - in the analysi s  of completed game s ,  
and i s  prepared t o  p lay on t o  the bit ter end i n  games adj ourned i n  hopeless posi­
tions . Thus he , for some reason, has not ye t resigned agains t Timman . . . . 

Now Larsen was standing on the s tage , admiring the final position in which Spassky 
had resigned to him. He was prevented from prolonging this p leasure by the specta­
tors : Ben t ' s  large head was blocking their view of the demonstration board with 
the sign ' Tal-Kavalek ' .  Above the board i tse lf ,  on which this game was being 
p layed,  the smoke of  battle was swirling in both the direct  and the figurative 
sense . 

Among the other organi zers , the ' Tournament of Stars ' was financed by the wel l  known 
tobacco firm ' Rothmans ' ,  which was not sparing in the advertisemen t of its  product s ,  
and which lavishly donated them to  the p laye rs . But out of the ten participants in 
the tournament, only two are genuine (it  would be more correct  to say inve terate ) 
smokers : Kavalek and Tal . A further couple permit themse lves to indulge in a 
cigare t te in the event of a small mis fortune or a big succe s s .  And here in the 
tobacco smoke , Kavalek failed to keep an eye on the whi te queen , which was ready to 
emerge on a ro�d leading to the black king ' s  posi tion . . . . 

Ljubojevic p lays badly against Karpov . The World Champion is stronge r that the 
Yugos lav, but I would think there i s  also a purely psychological reason for 
Ljubojevic ' s  de feats : he is openly very afraid of Karpov, and the latter is 
extremely wel l  conversant with his opponent ' s  dis turbed frame of mind . And 
al though here Ljubojevic did everything possible to conceal his condition: moved 
the pieces confidently, played almost as quickly, and even pre ssed the c lock but ton 
with a certain s tyle , he still  gave himself  away from time to time . On the s tage 
it is not recommended tha t the compe titors conve rse , but here Ljuba ( this is what 
e veryone calls this likeable and sociable young man) j umps up and, walking past the 
o ther table s ,  endeavours to glance into the eyes of his col leagues - he is inter­
ested to know what they think of  hi s position . 

The dramatic game in which Portisch gained a point against Larsen did the Hungarian 
grandmaster a bad service , and he is quite unable to win another game . However ,  
Portisch has not exactly s trained every effort t o  do thi s .  With White agains t  
Karpov, he did not wi sh t o  risk his position a s  leader,  and Portisch ' s  tournament 
tactics were revealed even more c learly in the fol lowing round , when he played 
(again with White ! )  against Tal • . . . One half  point after another has been added to 
Port isch ' s  row in the tournament table , and i f  anything i t  i s  his opponents who 
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have been the more active . Thus Timman accepted a draw in a position which the 
other players quite jus ti fiably assessed as highly promising for the Dutchman . But 
Portisch himself  stated that his opponent could have p layed more s trongly a little 
earlie r ,  whereas now, he though t ,  he no longer had any advan tage . But after all ,  
the posi tion in que stion was one resul ting direc tly from a King ' s  Indian set-up , in 
which, with White , the Hungarian p layer is usually highly successful . 

On mee ting Portisch by chance in the hotel foye r ,  I men tioned that the fol lowing 
day he had to do battle wi th Spassky, who up till  then was playing badly, and from 
the reaction of my companion I realized that he was tense . "Spassky is an excep­
tionally strong p laye r .  He may b e  trans formed at any moment " ,  was Portisch'  s 
severe re tor t ,  and almost superstitiously he hastened to turn the conversation onto 
ano ther top i c .  But during the 9th round Spassky did n o t  endeavour t o  turn his 
tournament fate , while Portisch ,  with Black, certainly did not in tend to stir up 
trouble . After gaining ' + 3 '  a t  the s tart - ches s  p layers often calculate the 
ari thme tic difference be tween the number o f  victories and defeats - the Hungarian 
grandmaster was perfectly satis fied.  He no doubt assumed tha t ,  on the resul ts of 
the first hal f of the tournament ,  he could expect nothing worse than a share of 
firs t place . And what ' s  more , both of his main rivals - Karpov and Tal - were 
Black in the final round of the first cycle : the World Champion against Kavalek , 
and the Ex-Champion against Timman . 

The younges t  compe titor in the ' Tournamen t of Stars ' , Jan Timman , was born in 
December 1 95 1 . He made the acquaintance of Mikhail Tal at the chess board in 1 968 ,  
when our grandmaster,  after arriving for an international tournament in  Hol land, 
gave there some simul taneous displays . The talented youngster was unable to put up 
much of a re sistance against the Ex-World Champion , but his brother , on the other 
hand , gained a draw. True , Tal now relates that he offered that draw to his 
attrac tive and long-haired opponent ,  thinking that it was a girl who was s i t ting at 
the board, and who might burst into tears on losing. The brothers were similar in 
appearance , but today on the Montreal s tage i t  i s  no boy that we see , but a man . 
Jan acts resolutely and sensibly - an enviable combination for a chess p laye r .  After 
exchanging queens in the very opening ,  he , as it soon became clear, had no intention 
of p laying a colourless draw with Tal . At the board the Riga p layer had to seek an 
antidote to a variation which hi s opponent had prepared at home . Masses of t ime 
wen t  by on this , and when 1 5  opening moves had been made , Tal had only 1 5  minutes 
left to the time control .  The speed and ingenuity with which Tal began playing 
l i terally captivated the audience . After the agreement of the draw and the burst 
of app lause accompanying thi s ,  Tal s t i l l  had 3 minute s  left on his clock . I fancy 
that it was this draw in particular which convinced the Ex-World Champion that he 
was in good form. 

The meeting between Kavalek and Karpov took no less tense a course . Playing Whi te , 
the USA Champion decided that a s trategical battle would mos t  likely be won by his 
opponent ,  and therefore he switched to tac tics . He made a temp ting bishop sacri­
fice , assuming that he was guaranteed at least a draw by perpetual check .  But 
Karpov had been furthe r :  his king did not run away in confusion , but retreated 
with dignity, s ince a guard of honour appeared in time , and escorted its monarch 
to a safe spo t .  My neighbour in the audi torium pointed to the board reading 0-1 , 
prepared by a far-sighted demonstrator;  but Kavalek neverthe less adjourned the 
game . 

One of the ice hockey matches broadcast from Toronto was being watched with 
pleasure by Karpov and Tal ,  preparing in their hotel for the adj ournment session . 
This p leasure was dictated not only by the performance of the ice hockey p layers , 
but to a greater extent by their  evaluation of the adj ourned position s .  The te le­
phone rang . Tal j oked :  "If Kavalek resigns agains t  you firs t ,  I will be offended".  
Karpov managed to catch the tone of  his friend , with whom, due to their di fference 
in age , they still  alternate be tween formal and famil iar forms of address : "Ye s ,  
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Misha, I have rarely seen an adj ourned pos� t�on such as the one he has against you , 
and, fortunately, not in my own game s . "  It was Gligoric who had phoned , to inform 
them of the order of p lay in the adj ournment session the fo llowing day , and at the 
same time that Hort had already resigned to Ljubojevic in an earlier adj ourned game . 
It turned out that the firs t ,  apart from Porti sch, to gain the celebrated ' +3 '  was 
the Yugoslav grandmas ter .  

Kavalek res igned against the World Champion the following morning , after which the 
resump tion of the Karpov-Ljubojevic game became particularly s igni fican t .  It is 
quite possible that Ljubojevic had a draw. The pos ition was no t a theore tical one , 
where it is possible to give a faul tless diagnosi s ,  but was exclusively prac tical 
in nature . Up to a certain point the Yugoslav p layer de fended successfully . The 
position was repeated . . . . Ljubojevic was unable to suppre ss a contented smile , and 
some laughter was even heard from the hall .  Karpov touchily frowned ,  and f�xed 
his eyes on the board , seeking new resources . The reader wil l  note that the last 
exchange occurred on move 2 7 ,  and then on move 38  a whi te pawn advanced . This 
factor could have played a fatal role on the adjournment ,  s ince there was a possib­
i li ty that the ' SO-move rule '  could come into force : irrespec tive of the posi tion , 
it is a draw i f  in the course of 5 0  moves there has been no capture and no pawn 
move . But Ljubojevic ' s  pos i tion deteriorated,  and, being unable to s tand the 
pre ssure , he nevertheless advanced his central pawn on . . .  the 7 l s t move , but it 
was here that a trap awai ted him. 

The burst of applause was the loude s t  there had been . Karpov calmly explained to 
his opponent that Black ' s  diffi culties had been greater than the Yugoslav had 
imagined .  Then Karpov went out into the foyer ,  fol lowed by a crowd of spectators . 
Everyone wanted hi s autograph, and Anatoly refused no one . He had cap tivated the 
spectators ! And at the same time had become sole leader after the first cycle with 
6 !  out of 9, a fine result  in such an outstanding tournament . 

. • •  Fairness demands that I should mention the severe schedule of this lengthy two­
cycle event .  Judge for yourse l f :  two rounds ,  adj ournmen ts , three rounds ,  adj ourn­
ment s ,  four rounds ,  adjournment s ,  a free day . . •  And then - all over again . And 
only two days completely free o f  che s s ,  since during the long intervals be tween 
adj ournmen t sessions many unfinished games accumulate . But for some players even 
the first free day was taken up with chess . Gligoric did not exercise his right 
as chief con troller to organize the adj ournments after the conc lusion of the first 
cycle according to the principle of which players were the busie s t .  While two (in­
s tead of the possible three or four) pairs were sit ting on the s tage , the remainder 
were wearily await ing their turn . 

Gligoric here is the ' j ack of all trades ' .  Some times the grandmaster himself even 
sets out the chess pieces for the players,  and take s away the clocks after the 
conclusion of the games . Together with his ' deputy' Kevin O ' Conne l l  and Kavalek , 
he has j oined very active ly in the publication of a special bul le tin , and the very 
next morning (or at worst within a day) after a round the p layers observe that 
under the door of their  hotel room have been pushed several dup licated shee ts 
s tapled together,  with the latest  game s and even short commentaries on them . When 
does that Gligoric find t ime to s leep ! 

In short , we should not j udge too harshly the chief contro ller, who preferred to 
resume games in the order that they were adj ourned , so that some had to be played 
even on the free day . However ,  there is also a reason for thi s :  spectators and 
e specially journalists want to know exactly who , after which round , was in this or 
that place . It is on the basis of thi s ,  chronological , principle that I too wil l 
endeavour to write my accoun t .  

On the ' basic ' ,  p lanned adjournment day Tal did not succeed i n  catching Portisch . • .  

While Larsen was playing Kavalek , and, in the foye r ,  Hort , with the only set not 
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being used in a simul taneous display,  was analyzing his pos1t1on against the Dane , 
Tal was working through in his head the variations of his final attack on Kavalek ' s  
king . But since Larsen released Kavalek from his ' torment '  only on the fol lowing 
day, it was on thi s ,  supposedly free , day that some of the pairs had to mee t ,  since 
the queue had been seriously delayed the day before . It  was a good thing that this 
new adj ournment day was held not on the island, but in one of the rooms of the 
Meridien . 

The game between Tal and Kavalek might wel l  not have been resumed . In the evening 
Lj ubomir appeared to be prepared to resign,  and even half-j okingly ' hinted ' about 
thi s to Tal , but for the latter it was embarrassing to convince Kavalek of the 
futi l i ty of his resis tance , and he turned the conversation onto another topic . In 
the end Kavalek did not wish to spoil the general tone of the tournament, where one 
resigns only under the threat o f  inevitable mate , and Tal had to mate Kavalek ' s  
king on the free day . With this task he easily coped . 

Looking at the order in which the compe ti tors were arranged after the intermediate 
finish - a perfectly lawful name for the end of the first cycle - one notices a 
very unusual di fference in resul ts . Too many points separate the leader from those 
at the bo ttom. In Karpov ' s  opinion , this was highly unexpected over such a short 
di stance , and in a tournament of such even and s trong composi tion . The World 
Champion puts this difference down to the serious losses of form which occur , as we 
see , even with top-c lass grandmaster s .  We should add that at the moment Karpov 
himself does not suffer from such a shortcoming . Compe ti tion to the present leader 
can probably by provided only by Portisch and Tal , who , like him, are as yet 
undefeated.  Howeve r ,  we will not s tart gues sing - the second cycle i s  already 
beginning.  

THEY' RE OFF ON  THE SECOND LAP • • •  

The Montreal newspapers do not lose sight of the World Champion even outside the 
tournament hall . They gave a de tailed account of how, at the wheel  of a ' Corve tta ' 
sports car , he completed lap after lap at an auto-track not far from the Quebec 
pavilion. But meanwhile , at the chess tournament ,  the second lap was j us t  
beginning . • • • 

It was natural that those•who had failed at the s tart should aspire to begin a 
' new l i fe ' ,  and to attemp t to gain revenge over their previous conquerors , and this 
appeared perfectly wel l-founded for a tournament of such even composi tion . And 
even the outward appearance of some of the grandmasters be fore the games of the 
l Oth ( the I st of the second cycle)  round indicated their thirst for revenge . 

Howeve r ,  not all were able to improve their result s  in the mini-matches of two 
game s ,  and, of course , not comple tely .  True , the bottom-placed Kavalek gained his 
first victory - and straight away a bril liant one ! - over Timman . But Larsen and 
Hor t ,  who had earlier lost respectively to Ljubojevic and Por tisch, were now, 
al though they gained an advantage , forced to se t tle for draws . Karpov could have 
won hi s mini-match against HUhner ,  but missed an opportunity .  

Ambi tious intentions were most markedly noticeable i n  Spassky, with White against 
Tal , and obviously intent on revenge . Appearances can of course be deceptive , but 
here the choice of an aggres sive opening se t-up harmonized with the way that 
Spassky was making his move s ,  how he was sit ting at the board,  and how he was 
looking at i t .  Tal quickly sensed his opponent ' s  mood , and tuned himse l f  up for a 
decisive battle .  What Spassky lacked on  this occasion was circumspection . Realiz­
ing that against the numerous mating threats there was no  defence , Spassky said 
' okay' - and he ld out his hand to Tal . 
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In the I I th round there was only one game with a decisive resul t ,  but on the o ther 
hand , what a game ! In the opening, Karpov as Black emp loyed an improvement which 
he had prepared for the match in Baguio . A blast of fearful strength li terally 
swep t away the defences of Whi te ' s  cast led position , and the Dutchman ' s  king was 
forced to run to the opposite flank , but there too i t  did not find any she l te r .  

Readily noticeable i s  a similarity i n  the technical appearance of the victories by 
Tal over Spassky , and by Karpov over Timman . Even the initial piece sacri fices by 
Tal and Karpov occurred on the same square . Which of these games i s  the more 
bri lliant? An answer to this difficul t question will have to be given by the 
compe tent j ury which will be awarding the prize ' for brilliancy ' .  

After the first two rounds of  the second cycle - adjournments . Karpov has a fairly 
clear position . But let us nevertheless try to give some idea of what some times 
happens on such ' easy ' days to the World Champion . An indeed easy day for Karpov 
was planned, s ince his adj ourned position with HUbner was very c lose to a draw. 
Thus , first a mee ting - perhaps not very official , but even so , wi th the editor of  
the large (ci rculation 200 , 000 , and at weekends 300 , 000) Montreal newspaper 
La Presse , whi ch meant that one had to be , so to speak , up to the mark . Then a 
mee ting at the reque st of a Dutch j ournalist ,  who was flying back to Amsterdam, and 
a chat with him. The resumption of the game did not indeed last very long. But 
after i t  there was a j oint analysis with the Wes� German grandmaster, and a not 
al together pleasant re turn to the posi tion where Karpov could , during normal time , 
have gained a decis ive advantage . The p layers analyzed the game for so long that 
one or the spectators at tempted a j oke : "They are probably hoping that for this 
they wi l l  each be given an extra half point" . 

But the analysi s  nevertheless came to an end . And then, straight onto the tennis 
court - Karpov looks after his physi cal condi tion during a chess even t .  He 
re turned to  the hote l ,  only so as to change , and promptly rushed off to the ' Forum' 
sports pavilion - it was difficul t to avoid the temp tation to watch a semi-final 
match for the S tanley Cup be tween the famous profes sional ice hockey teams ' Montreal 
Canadien s '  and ' Boston Bruin s ' . 

The tournament table was a curious picture when all the games had been comp leted 
after 1 1  rounds . No one was sharing a p lace with anyone else , and all were 
stre tched out in a line : at the head, Karpov - ' +5 ' ; at the tail , Kavalek - ' -5 ' ;  
immediate nei ghbours were each separated by half a poin t ,  and only be tween the 
first five and the second five lay a ' watershed'  of one point , and no one had 50  
per cen t .  A highly unusual occurrence ! 

One gained the impre ss ion that,  fol lowing their prolonged spurts ( 3 !  and 3 points 
out of 4 respectively) and successful play in the creative sense , Karpov ' s  and 
Tal ' s  vigi lance had become a lit tle dulled . Ljubojevic ,  for instance , with White 
p layed against Tal the outwardly harmless exchange variation of the Ruy Lope z ,  but 
in it there proved to be much more poison than in all  the ci gare t te s  smoked by the 
Ex-World Champion during a round . Tal , sensing the danger,  sank into thought for 
a whole hour . The pre scription he wrote down on this shee t was ,  fortunately, the 
correct one , and the Riga p layer ' s  nerves did not suffer - a draw due to the three­
fold repetition of the posi tion was agreed .  Spassky, p laying a s  though he had 
given up his tournament position as a bad job,  also j oined in the battle for the 
most brilliant game . But chess  creations are made not by one p layer , but by two ,  
and Timman was not a t  all interested in awarding a prize to his opponent .  He 
decl ined the sacri fice of  a queen , and went into a roughly equal ending. Out of 
intertia, Spassky continued p laying for a win, and now in the adj ourned position 
has to find a way to draw. 

The problem facing Karpov, when his game with Larsen is resumed,  is probably even 
more di fficul t .  But even i f  he should be unable t o  aver t  a sensation , which i s  
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what the poss ible defeat o f  the World Champion would be , Karpov remains leader of 
the ' Tournament o f  Stars ' - apart from one adj ourned game , he already has 8 points . 
Tal has the same number .  Portisch has half a point less ,  and a further hal f  a 
point behind is Ljubojevi c .  

In duration , chess  tournaments and matches usually surpass events i n  other types o f  
spor t .  And when only a few rounds remain t o  the end o f  a tournament ,  everyone 
begins to think about the proximi ty of the finish.  It i s  at this time that the 
leaders and tail-enders become particularly ac tive . Thus Kavalek, after gaining 
during the entire first cycle only I �  points,  has at the moment the bes t  re sul t in 
the second hal f of the ' Tournamen t of Stars ' - 4 out of 5 .  And last p lace - be fore 
the event no one would have believed this - is shared by Larsen and Spassky . They 
each have only 5 points ,  and each in succession has me t the World Champion . Karpov 
did in fact suffer his first defeat in the· tournament - and in general his first 
against Larsen - in their  adj ourned game from the 1 2th round . On the other hand , 
in his mee ting with Spassky the Champion was at his bes t .  

A s  Black , Karpov gained an excellent game right from the opening, and , increasing 
his posi t ional advan tage step by s tep , confidently converted it into a win . 

Afterwards the players analyzed the concluded game for a long time , and Spassky 
incidentally admit ted that back in the opening he had wanted to o ffer Karpov a 
draw. "But then", said Bori s ,  who had not lost his sense of humour, "I thought 
that thi s was embarrassing : I ,  after all ,  had lost to Tal , and did not have the 
right to prevent you from trying to repeat the resul t of your rival" .  

Karpov and Tal help each o ther in  every way, but each endeavours to end up at the 
head o f  the ' Tournament of Stars ' ,  and to p lay as interestingly as possible . 
Essential ly their only rival is Portisch. After defeating the Wes t  German grand­
master in the 1 3th round , Tal remarked with sati s faction : "HUhner kep t  put ting up 
the shut ter s ,  but I managed to find a way through . Now i t  would seem that Tolya 
and I have at last drawn away from Portisch" . At that point the Hungarian player 
had a dubious posi tion against Larsen , but the Dane made a hash of things , and 
after the adj ournment Portisch again reduced the gap to the minimum. 

From the morning of 29th April ,  all  the p layers had been warned that on this 
Sunday in Canada all clocks are al tered by one hour , so that they would have to 
arrive in the tournament hall an hour earl ie r than usual . But even so , for the 
1 4 th round Karpov and Tal were sl ightly late : they were de layed in their hotel by 
the effusive greetings o f  Mona Karff,  seven times USA Lady Chess Champion . When 
the grandmasters rushed ' in s tep ' into the playing hal l ,  on the s tage they were 
already awaited respectively by Portisch and Larsen (contrary to his usual habit ,  
on thi s occasion the Danish grandmaster had arrived on time ) .  The game Larsen-Tal ,  
for whi ch Whi te had prepared exce l lently, after l ively skirmishes in the centre 
ended relatively quickly in a draw, whereas the Karpov-Porti sch encounter continued 
much longe r ,  and was even adjourned. Al l thi s time Lajos ' s  wife was fidge ty, and 
she admitte d :  "I don ' t  understand anything about che s s ,  and therefore I find i t  
particularly worrying" .  I answered that today she appeared to have n o  particular 
cause for concern,  but Madam Portisch retorted : (in the words of her husband , i t  
must b e  assumed) : "It frequently happens that a t  first Karpov appears t o  have 
nothing, but then he wins" .  And so as to divert herse l f  from this thought , she 
picked up her needles and got on with her cus tomary knitting. It is said that one 
who behaved at tournaments in exac tly the same way was Frau Lasker - wife of the 
second of the twelve World Champions . By the way, here in Montreal we were able to 
meet his very well known namesake . 

Edward Laske r ,  a close friend o f  the legendary Emanue l ,  flew in for a day from New 
York , al though he i s  already 93 years old.  This most e lderly o f  distinguished che s s  
p layers animatedly - h i s  eyes were simply sparkling, and he would very energe tically 
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slap his companion on the back - told of  his friendship not only with World 
Champions,  but also with other promin�nt people : Albert Einstein , Sergey Proko fiev 
. • .  Edward Lasker emphasized that Soviet grandmasters , for whom he had always had 
the greatest respect ,  were also at the ' Tournament of Stars ' confirming their very 
high clas s .  

Now, i t  would seem, I can at last confes s  one sin - ' mortal ' for a newspaper 
correspondent !  - which I commi tted : I did no t see with my own eyes the 1 5 th round 
of the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  Thi s round was p layed on the occasion of our great 
May-day festival ,  and in the USSR General Consulate I was asked to give a s imultan­
eous display for the employees and foreign guests  of thi s ,  the chie f Soviet estab­
lishment in Montreal . Since the hosts knew that I hold the title s  of mas ter and 
honoured traine r ,  there was no possibil i ty of my declining . My newspaper report 
had to be written from the words of o thers : from the words o f  eye -witnesses and 
of the most  direct participants in the events whi ch took place that day in the 
tournament . 

• • • On the evening of 1 s t May , employees and guests of the Sovie t  Consulate gree ted 
Mikhail Tal with loud applause . Someone cheerfully remarked ,  having chess  players 
in mind : "Working days are holidays for them". The Ex-World Champion had j us t  won 
an excel lent game agains t Portisch ,  and immediately after his ' working day ' had 
hurried to the May-day party . After a few minutes ,  on the insistence of the 
assembled company, the grandmas ter demonstrated the moves of his game , and commented 
brie fly on the o ther event s  of the 1 5 th round . 

Yes ,  Portisch had probably too submis sively avoided a fight in the first cyc le , 
when he had Whi te . But now the right of the first move was wi th Tal , who was 
playing exceptional ly succe ssful ly with thi s colour (in addition , the ' black 
Portisch ' is marke dly inferior to the ' white ' ,  and even more so to the ' whi te Ta l ' ) .  

After winning the exchange on the 25 th move , the Ex-World Champion was still  faced 
with the difficult work of realizing this advantage . But Portisch ,  evidently 
fearing Tal ' s  combinative ' grandmastery ' ,  endeavoured to exchange the queens .  It 
was here that Whi te gained a decisive advantage , and the remainder immediately 
became , as they say ,  a mat ter of technique , and the times when the Riga player 
himself  used to ridicule his technique have long since passed.  

This victory over a rival , who was l i terally ' sitting on the whee l '  of  the break­
away Karpov and Tal , was exceptionally important from the compe ti tive point of view. 
After this defeat for Portisch,  the only player who had not ye t los t a game was Tal . 
To a question, as to how his rivalry with Karpov would conclude , the Ex-World 
Champion remarked : "However the game be tween us tomorrow finishe s ,  this wi l l  not 
affect my relations with Anatoly" . And he added that his victory that day had 
essentially not j us t  one author,  s ince the variation of the French Defence which 
occurred had been worked out with Karpov long be fore the present tournament .  

The World Champion himself was already there with his compatriot s ,  s ince his game 
with Vlas timil Hort (our player was Black) was agreed drawn very quickly. On 
arriving a t  the Soviet Consulate , Karpov related that Spassky was playing very we ll 
in the 1 5 th round , and would probably defeat Ljubojevic , who was then in fourth 
place . And totally amazing things were being achieved by Kavalek . On this occasion 
the USA Champion had crushed Larsen, and now had 5 out of 6 possible points in the 
second cycle . In addi tion , the game was a contender for the title of ' Miss  Tourna­
ment of Stars ' .  This victory, added to his I !  points from the first cycle , enabled 
Kavalek to move up to the middle of the tournament table . 

Prior to the finish, all the p layers were es tabl ished in thi s ' middle ' ,  with the 
exception of Tal , who had seized the leadership , Karpov, who was half  a point behind , 
Portisch ,  still  re taining the ' bronze rung ' ,  and Larsen, bringing up the rear . 
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The Danish grandmas ter even changed his habit of being late for the start of play 
by ' only ' I S  minutes .  And in the fo llowing round he arrived 40 minutes after the 
clocks had been started. At one point , I S  move s had been made on four of the boards , 
and eight of the grandmasters each had exactly an hour remaining on their clocks . 
The persistence of neighbours in the tournament table promi sed time s cramble s ,  and 
an exciting end to the round. Larsen alone again played differently, and by that 
time had managed to make a number of poor moves agains t Timman . True , then the 
Dutchman mistakenly yielded to the tempo set by the Dane , and in the adj ourned 
posi tion �Jhite had drawing chance s .  

Ove ral l ,  by the break only one game was finished .  Karpov, with Whi te , ini tially 
declined Tal ' s  offer of  a draw, but in an ending he himse l f  sugge s ted that peace be 
concluded .  

3rd May - the 1 7th round, and only then wi l l  al l the unfinished game s be  played off . 
At the finish the fo l lowing encoun ters are of the mos t  interest : first Kavalek-Tal 
and Ljubojevic-Karpov, and then Karpov-Kavalek and Tal-Timman . On the same days 
Portisch plays Timman , and then has White agains t  Spassky. There is not long to go 
before the show-down . 

WHEN THE CHAIRS BEGIN TO SHAKE 

The mos t  comfortable seats in this hal l ,  which ,  I wi l l  s tate frankly, was not 
parti cularly suitable for a chess spec tac le,  were in the front row. At the service 
of a j ournalist was the front of the s tage , which coul d be used as a writing desk , 
and al though one or two of the pairs playing might be obscured by the board 
reque st ing si lence , one could use a small monitor of the closed-circuit television . 
One had an exce l lent view of how the p layers cast anxious , contented or questioning 
glances at each o the r ,  and of how they were experiencing each move . A great deal 
can be sensed even wi thout looking at the stage : the canvas seats , stre tched out 
over an iron frame , transmi t every movement of one ' s  neighbour . And this is no 
small matter if you know who is sit ting alongside , and whom he support s .  

In the 1 7 th , penul timate , round of  the ' Tournament o f  Star s '  my neighbour was 
Miguel Quinteros . Thi s grandmaster ge ts on very we l l  with Karpov, but he and 
Lj ubojevi c have long been firm friends . Migue l and Lj uba , two young and very 
l ikeable lads , once vi sited the Phil ippines for the firs t  time , and together 
thought of getting married there to local beauties . But this plan was ful fil led 
only by Quinteros : he returned to Manila two years later, when his chosen one had 
at last reached the age of 1 7 ,  and she became his companion for l i fe .  Mrs Quinteros 
(and one of her s i s ters , incidentally, was ' Miss Universe ' )  speaks Serbian quite 
we l l  - toge ther with her husband she has s tayed in Yugoslavi a ,  the land of their 
friend Ljubojevic • . . . 

To write down the move s made in the game be tween the World Champion and the 
Yugoslav player was extremely difficult  - my pen kept bobbing up and down . And 
this occurred each time that Ljubojevic leapt up from his chair and looked around . 
At almost  the same time my neighbour would begin to fidge t ,  and his movements were 
transmi t ted along the canvas ' conductor ' to my pen . Probably I too was not very 
restrained in my emotions - l ike , however ,  all  those present . . .  

For a certain time even the World Champion ' s  customary coolness deserted him, and 
probably for this reason Karpov in the opening s imply forgot to make a move which 
immediately seizes the initiative ,  and instead fe l l  into a cramped position . 
However,  this did not unduly concern him; on the contrary, Karpov began drawing 
the opponent ' s  fire even more : he needed to win - e ssential ly only this would 
enable him to hope for first place . At the time when in the central game the mos t  
exci t ing deve lopments were happening,  the encounter be tween Kavalek and Tal had 
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already finished. It repeated 20 moves from the Kavalek-Karpov game , then the 
players made one new move each, and Tal , with Black , having at any rate ' tested ' 
his opponent ,  offered him a draw. Kavalek thought and thought , and then accepted . 
And now, so as to catch the leade r ,  Karpov had to win against Ljubojevic .  

After equalizing the position, the World Champion was a lit tle hasty, and the 
initiative again re turned to White . And here , strange ly enough, Ljubojevic began 
to ge t nervous . "He ' s  afraid of Karpov, he ' s  afraid • • •  " whi spered Quinteros beside 
me . On the stage , grandmasters who were not thinking over their moves began to 
stop more and more frequently beside this board . The s ituation was regarded in 
di fferent ways by Tal and Portisch :  the first ,  al though a riva l ,  wanted Karpov to 
win , while the o ther - since he could still catch the Champion - looked hope ful ly 
at Ljubojevic .  Karpov , meanwhile , had provoked comp lications , and his black knights 
were displaying wonderful bravery in their bat tle against two bi shops .  Gradual ly 
play wen t into an ending, where the one remaining knight proved to be simply a head 
above the whi te bishop . 

When the normal time o f  this exc1t1ng encounter had expired,  I remembered one of  
the games - also the 1 7th - from the match in Baguio .  Typically, Karpov was 
thinking about the same thing : "Don ' t  my knights work we l l  in I 7th game s ? " ,  he 
asked with a smile,  and I realized that there could no longer be any doubt about 
the Champion ' s  ul timate succes s .  After adjourning the game , Ljubojevi c exclaimed 
heatedly : "I simply can ' t  play against Karpov ;  I lose every sort of position 
against him! " 

The adj ournment analysi s  carried out by Karpov together with Tal did nothing to 
spoil  our good mood,  and at the same time showed how sincere relations can be 
between friendly rivals ( the concept in the given case i s  by no means a formal one ) . 

In the penul timate round Hort and HUhner played a ' grandmaster ' draw, while 
Spassky easily defeated Larsen , who once again played quite unlike a top-class 
grandmaster.  Then the Dane , together with everyone else ,  became absorbed in the 
Lj ubojevi c-Karpov and Timman-Portisch game s .  The second o f  these was n o  less tense 
than the first - everything kep t changing, as in a kaleidoscope , the demonstrators 
began to ge t confused ,  and Larsen (who was s tanding beside them and showing his 
cheerful nature , de spite his failures ! )  calmly helped them to restore the correct 
course of events . Draws , s imilar to the one which occurred be tween Timman and 
Portisch, are published quite o ften in chess l iterature , but in tournament s ,  I ,  
for instance , have seen such games extremely rare ly . Here there were deep 
sacrifices and superficial oversight s ,  long meditati-ons and rapid-fire move s in 
time trouble , and the game concluded in a beautiful perpetual check; it was a 
shame that it was 'perpetual ' only on the grandmas ters ' s coresheets ,  and was not 
repeated over and over again on the demons tration board • • • . 

• . •  The bus taking the p layers to the adjournment se ssion before the last round was 
delayed. On the bridge leading to the i sland where the Quebec Pavil ion was sit­
uated ,  the gate was closed.  The pas sengers j oked that probably for the first time 
in his l i fe Larsen would appear in the tournament hal l  earlier than everyone ( the 
Dane used the me tro , whereas all the res t took a roundabout route ) .  Spassky , 
perhaps the mos t  athletic of the players , forced a way through the barrier , which 
was a fence with barbed wire . Towards the finish the Ex-World Champi on showed in 
general an enviable de termination to overcome all obstac le s :  including adj ournment 
resul t s ,  he had won in turn against Ljubojevic ,  HUhner and, as has already been 
s tated, Larsen . Now Spassky, who at one time had even been las t ,  was in line for 
a reasonable p lace in the final tournament table . 
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AN EQUATION WITH TOO KNOWN VARIABLES 

The adj ournment session before the last round was expected to be lengthy . A number 
o f  unfinished games had accumula ted,  and in the main it was the same players who 
were invo lved .  Exmployees of  the Sovie t Consulate were particularly concerned,  
s ince they had arranged a reception in honour of  the p layers , and the heads of  a 
number of diplomatic miss ions,  as we ll as the Sovie t Ambassador in Canada , A. N .  
Yakoblev, had already arrived for i t  from Ottawa . But the grandmasters , people 
experienced in chess mat ters , predicted a swi ft ' lessening of  tension ' . 

Karpov , for example , planned hi s arrival in the tournament hall for an hour after 
the s tart of the adj ournments ,  al though he was ' third in the queue ' to s i t  down at 
the board against Ljubojevic - the Yugos lav firs t had to conclude his games with 
Spassky and Hort .  Of  course , for safety ' s  sake the World Champion asked Gligoric 
to phone him a t  the ho tel i f  any unforeseen circumstances should demand Karpov' s  
p re sence earlie r .  However ,  this was hardly like ly,  since between the adjournments 
of different games a p layer is allowed a quarter of  an hour to relax ( this 1 5  
minutes was normally sufficient for the bus ride from the hotel to the island ) . 
The Worl d  Champion appeared in the hall when Hort was already losing to Ljubojevic . 
I noticed how Gl igoric made for the te lephone , and how Karpov, s topping the 
contro ller half-way , thanked him, answering poli teness with politeness : "It is nice 
to have as con tro ller a person who can always evaluate a position correctly " .  Then 
Karpov confidently and accurately exploited the ' off-side ' position of the enemy 
queen , and , under the threa t of mate or the loss of a piece , Ljubojevic resigned .  

Of course , Portisch agains t  Kavalek, HUhner against Timman , and Timman against 
Larsen , all correctly asses sed their positions as superior . But perhaps only 
Portisch had an advantage sufficient for victory . Howeve r ,  the Hungarian grand­
mas ter was clearly disconcerted , and played without his customary accuracy. He 
allowed Kavalek to give up his knight for one of the whi te pawns , and thus ob tain a 
theore tically drawn position . In almost  s tudy-like fashion Timman gained a draw 
against HUhner in an ending the exchange down , as did Larsen , whose lone pawn in a 
rook ending proved to be no weaker than Timman ' s  two connec ted infan trymen . 

The speed with which the many previously unfinished games were concluded allowed 
practically all of the compe titors in the tournament to attend the recept ion . 
After mentioning the exce l lent s tandard of p lay in the tournament ,  the Soviet 
Ambassador congratulated Karpov and Tal on their  big success : one round before the 
' finishing tape ' ,  i t  was already certain that one of them, or e lse both togethe r ,  
would b e  firs t .  Portisch was already l j  points behind . 

Not all the latecomers to the s tart of the las t round could squeeze into the 
p laying hal l  - there were already no seats , and those sitting in the aisles be tween 
the rows hissed at anyone who stopped in front of them. It should not,  of course , 
be assumed that the popularity of chess here had risen so sharply during the time 
that the ' Tournament of S tars ' was held,  al though a contribution was made by the 
grandmaste rs from o ther coun tries (among the p layers there was not one Canadian ) . 
A non-working day, sunny weather, the opportunity to see the chess  s tars and then 
tell o thers what these s tars look like on c loser examination . • . . But ,  of course , 
some of the spectators were linked by a further human weaknes s  - these people 
genuinely loved chess , and for nearly a ·month had trave l led here almost every day , 
whatever the weathe r .  

The people packed into the hal l  were che ss enthusiasts and spectators o f  various 
categorie s ,  but all were uni ted in a de sire to learn who would be the winner 
Anatoly Karpov or Mikhail  Tal , or both. There was no third solution to this 
equation with two known variable s .  

When the press  photographers had dashed o f f  t o  deve lop their films , i t  became 
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possible to breathe and even to play che s s .  The clocks were started for the las t ,  
1 8 th round.  

I wil l  permit myse l f ,  however,  to expres s  a possibly rather ' seditious ' thought 
regarding the games of the last round . The numerous spectators were present , in 
effec t ,  merely at the legalization of the rights of the p layers to those p laces 
which they had previously gained during the course of almost a month of tense 
tournament battle . The exception was that Hort caught two grandmasters who would 
otherwise have finished ahead of him, which made Larsen ' s  final resul t completely 
bad . When I expressed my surprise at the play of  the Danish grandmaster, I heard 
this from Hort :  

"He has always played in  this style , and it  has proved very fruitful . But now, at 
the age o f  44 , Larsen evidently no longer has suffi cient strength for such actions 
at the board , and he has no wish to re-organize himsel f . "  

HUhner normally plays wel l  as White against Ljubojevi c .  An d  here it seemed a t  
first that the We s t  German grandmaster would defeat the Yugoslav,  and that i n  the 
final table there would be a tie for 4 th place be tween four p layers.  But ,  as often 
happens in such grandmaster encounters of equal standard , where one is happy to 
draw, and the o ther needs to win, in the end cool de fence triumphe d .  Ljubojevic 
agreed to a draw, which guaranteed him sole 4th p lace , when he already had a clearly 
superior position . Portisch, who was already certain of  3rd place , and Spassky , 
who as it was had done much to improve his tournament position, very quickly 
concluded peace nego tiations . 

And then Karpov, after glancing at the pos1t1on in the Tal-Timman game , offered 
Kavalek a draw. The USA Champion was happy with such an outcome to this game - a  
draw enabled him to become winner o f  the second cycle with an excellent result 
(which was matched only by Karpov in the first hal f  o f  the event) .  Thus at this 
point Tal was faced with the que stion : should he attemp t as White to gain an 
advantage against Timman , or force a series o f  exchanges ?  Only for one instant did 
the Ex-World Champion hesitate . One could even say that the applauses in honour o f  
the two tournament winners practically coincided in time • • . . And, I suppose , any 
other so lution to the aforementioned equation with two known variables would have 
been inexact .  

The hall immediately emp tied - everyone wanted autographs ,  and Karpov and Tal did 
not refuse anyone . 

The approximately equal standard of all the compe titors in the ' Tournament of Stars ' 
has been mentioned repeatedly by the specialists . So much the more agreeable for 
the winners were the words o f  Hort : "This indeed app lies to all of us . . .  with the 
exception o f  Karpov and Tal " .  Such a brilliant success for the pri ze -winners was 
put down by the Czech grandmaster to two factors - good form, and the further 
unive rsali zation of their chess  styles • 

• • .  For the World Champion any defeat is particularly wounding - since someone wil l  
immediately build it  up into a sensation . Sport i s  similar i n  many of  i t s  mani­
festa tions . Thus spectators sometimes applaud only the athlete who has won the 
race , the wei ght -li fter who has managed the heaviest load, or the striker who has 
hit the opponent ' s  goal . • • . But , on hearing the conversation that Tal had with 
Karpov after the latter had lost to Larsen , I for some reason remembered an ice 
hockey match, in which the entire team skated out onto the ice to encourage thei r  
goalminder ,  who had l e t  in a soft goal • • •  

An absolute analogy should perhaps not be carried out , only on the very next day 
Karpov won an excellent game . And so as to continue this theme of mutual support , 
I wil l  repeat Tal ' s  words after his vic tory over Portisch : "This success also 
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belongs t o  Anato ly, s ince the opening variation was worked out a long time ago in 
our collllllon laboratory" . 

But it would be wrong to assert that determination after a mis fortune , or tenacity 
in di fficul t positions , was demonstrated only by the two first prize-winners . Also 
worthy of recognition is the composure of  Spassky , who suddenly found himsel f  in 
last p lace , and then won three game s in a row. Kavalek , who was bringing up the 
rear after the fi rs t  cycle , made an amazingly fine score in �he second hal f  of the 
event .  And virtually all the competitors have the right to lay claim to a medal 
for resourcefulness !  

Karpov gained the greate s t  number o f  wins,  while Tal did not lose a s ingle game . 

An acknowledged posi tional grandmaster , the World Champion intentionally chose an 
' away venue ' ,  and outplayed his opponents tactically, operating in their own 
manner .  Or possibly, in the manner of Tal ? But then in what style did the Riga 
p layer conduct a series of game s ,  buil t  up on a strictly positional basi s ?  Perhaps 
in the style of Karpov? 

It would appear that both of  these sugges tions are correct,  j ust as it  is correct 
to say that the tournament winners re tained their individuality . Since apart from 
good form and ches s  universality, there is a third component in the formula for 
tournament succes s  - the ability to remain you yourse l f .  It is agreeable that 
this formula was found at  the ' Tournament of  Stars ' by two Sovie t p layers at  once . 

The organ ization of the tournament did not match up to the level o f  play,  and to 
the overall standard of the chess players competing . But we should not be too 
severe with the organizers , who did not have any great experience , but should rather 
thank them for arranging such an outstanding event as the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  
It remains for me to surmise as to why , at the relatively hum-drum ' Closing Cere­
mony ' , only one cup (one divided by two ! ) was awarded to  the winners : was it  due 
to an organizational oversight,  or to the fact that it had been decided to make it 
a challenge cup for a new traditional tournamen t ?  But will i t  be possible to 
assemble again such a strong set of  p layers . . .  ? 
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ANATOLY KARPOV : "EVERY TIME I AIM ONLY FOR F IRST PLACE ! "  

Cou�d you p�ease discuss the p�ace occupied by the 'Tournament of Stars ' in the 
major events of ahess history, and in your direct tournament experience? 

It is difficul t to compare the strengths of individual tournaments , especially when 
they are separated by a large interval o f  time , say 40-50 year s ,  if  one draws 
analogies with the AVRO Tournament of 1 938 , or the New York International Tourna­
ment of 1 92 7 .  Too much time has passed, and too much has changed in chess . But 
one thing is beyond question :  the tournament in Montreal wil l  go down in history 
as one of the major chess  events of the 20th century . 

None of the tournaments in which I have played has been as s trong as this one , 
although there are some which approach i t  in strength . Among these I would include 
the Alekhine Memorial (Moscow 1 97 1 ) ,  and then the International Tournament in 
Milan ( 1 975 ) ,  al though it is true that this was held on a quite di fferent formula . 
Also , al though i t  was markedly weaker , there was the tournament in San Antonio 
( 1 97 3 ) ,  which was composed of ten leading grandmasters and six who were not so 
strong. 

Were aU the strongest p�ayers in the wor�d at Montrea�? 

Which of the s trongest were mis sing? First of al l ,  Fi scher . The American grand­
master has not played at all now for some seven year s ,  and i t  would have been too 
much to expect that he would take part in this tournament in par ticular . 

Korchnoi was mis sing . Why? Since the time that he defected , Korchnoi has attempted 
to use every appearance in a tournament for all  sorts of poli tical pronouncements , 
and for creating scandal s .  I love playing che s s ,  but not in that sort of hostile 
atmosphere . Look at the competi tors in the Montreal tournament :  they are all 
grandmasters who are friendly and correct in thei r  behaviour . If Korchnoi had been 
p laying, there would not have been that same atmosphere , conducive to creativi ty . 
And s ince I am completely convinced about thi s ,  and since recently Korchnoi has 
given further confirmation of i t ,  I no l onger wish to meet with him in the same 
event .  This ,  as I regard i t ,  is my personal right.  I met him in a ma tch for the 
World Championship , but that was an official event, where I was not able to choose 
my opponent .  But in an unofficial tournament the organizers are free to choose for 
themselves whom they want to invi te . I do not intend playing in any event with 
Korchnoi , as long as his atti tude tp Sovie t ches s  p layers remains unchanged .  

2 3  
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• • •  Who e l se was missing from Montreal? There was Mecking . There were rumours that 
he was i l l . Or possibly, he was s imply preparing for the Interzonal Tournament . 

Also mi ssing out of the strongest  players were , perhaps , Petros ian and Polugayevsky . 
But one can understand the organizers , who ,  of course , were not at tracted by the 
idea of holding in Canada an open Championship of the USSR. As it was ,  there were 
three Soviet grandmasters in the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  

I think that the tournament was as s trong as i t  possibly could have been.  

So, the strongest tournament t o  date i n  your chess career. Was it also the most 
difficult for you? 

In the first cycle I p layed easily , and with enthusiasm. If one also includes the 
game from the l Oth round , in which I missed a win in two move s ,  then, to all  
appearances , I should have achieved an excellent resul t .  But after mi ssing a win 
against Hort ,  and then against HUhner ,  an appreciable depress ion in my mood and in 
my play set in . Something had cracked,  and to force myself to play as I had been 
doing , with the same enthusiasm, the same thirst for battle and thirst for vi ctory , 
was extreme ly difficul t .  I f  everything had gone normally, a s  a t  firs t ,  then most 
probably this tournament, the s tronge st  in which I have yet competed ,  would have 
proceeded for me without any great anxie ty .  

What was the cause of this depression? 

For me personally it was not the de terioration in my play in the second hal f  of the 
tournament that was unexpected,  but rather the good form in which I began and which 
I maintained during the first cycle . This was because I was unable to prepare 
specially for the tournament . I had hoped to , but life dictated otherwise . The 
death o f  my father was a very severe blow • . . . Had I not agreed beforehand to p lay 
in the ' Tournament o f  Stars ' ,  had I not given my word,  and had it not been such a 
top-class tournament, I would o f  course have withdrawn . But I realized that my 
withdrawal would threaten the very constitution of the event ,  and therefore I went 
to Canada . 

In a number of games you made annoying errors. Were these mistake re lated to those 
which occurred in Baguio ? 

Only i f  they are regarded as a consequence of fatigue . But these mistakes cannot 
be called similar ; that which I commi tted in Baguio was not repeated here . Excep t  
perhaps for the game with Larsen, where I over-reached myse l f .  At a certain point 
I should have forced a draw, and I realized this perfectly we l l .  But , on the other 
hand , I very much wanted to win ,  so as to conso l idate still  further my pos�t�on as 
leade r .  Such mistakes occurred i n  my matches with Korchnoi ,  n o t  so much i n  the 
second , in Baguio ,  but mainly in the first , when I p layed for a win in equal pos­
ition s ,  avo ided drawing continuation s ,  and in the end created difficul ties for 
mysel f ,  which I then - had di f ficulty in overcoming . 

Did the Montreal tournament justify t he hopes placed in it? 

I think so . The tournament· turned out to be exceptionally interesting, and the 
number of decisive results was very high .  I t  i s  true that this number dropped off 
s l ightly in the second cycle , but thi s  is perfectly understandab le . The players 
were tired,  and in addition , each had ,  apart from his initial high ambitions , a 
specific goal to aim at ,  and each was p laying in conformity with his tournament 
posi tion . And even s o ,  the number o f  decisive resul ts remained very high - two 
games out of  every five ended in victory for one of the side s .  

The tournament was interesting not only from the compe titive , but also the creative 
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point of view. As a rule , victories were not the re sul t of obvious mis takes ,  as 
o ften occurs , but were the logical outcome of the deep play of one of the opponents . 
Many of the game s from the Montreal tournament are fine example s  of che s s .  

On e  gains the impression that 'open ' chess was played in Montreal .  :Didn ' t  the 
coming Inter>zonals have the effect of 'restricting ' the creativity of the grand­
masters? 

I think that at some poin t they all forgot about the Inter zona l s ,  such was the 
sharpne ss of the s i tua tion that developed in the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  The 
players became divided into two groups . In the one , the smaller , tht''\re was a 
tenac ious bat tle for first place , while in the second there was a no less fierce 
s truggle to avoid being las t .  I think that it was precisely this that urged 
Spassky on , when he suddenly found himse lf in last p lace , which, it would appear , 
had never happened be fore in hi s career . It was then that Spassky won three games 
in a row� 

As confirmation of the fact that the ' Interzonalite s '  forgot about their coming 
e l imination tournament s ,  I can remind you that during the course of the Montreal 
event the players emp loyed theore tical innovations quite lavi shl y !  

Would you name for us, please, the most interesting games from the theore tica l 
point of view. 

It is difficul t to recall them straight away , e specially since I have not yet 
analyzed the game s .  From my own , my game with Ljubojevic i n  the fir,st cycle was 
intere sting, as were both game s wi th Spas sky . In my game with Larsen I did not 
succeed in gaining a big opening advantage , al though the idea which I employed was 
fairly new. My game wi th Timman contained possibly the mos t  important innovation 
of the tournamen t .  It  had been prepared for Korchnoi ,  but he had deftly avoided i t .  
And now, quite unexpectedly, i t  was a t  Timman that the variation ' fired ' . 

Ye t another preparation against Korchnoi ,  in the French Defence , operated in the 
Tal -Por ti sch game . In Baguio ,  Korchnoi diverged a few moves earlier,  al though it 
i s  true that he also did not equalize (this was the 22nd game of the match) . But 
here Portisch went direc tly along the ' planne d '  path, and Tal e ffectively made some 
twen ty move s ,  without expending any part icular e ffor t .  

There is n o  point in lis ting a l l  the game s that were valuable from the theore tical 
point of view; a special article may be written about thi s .  

Was Portisch 's prolonged series of draws evidence of his intention to conserve his 
strength? 

I don ' t  think that this is so . At some point it appeared to me that Portisch was 
played out , and he probably sensed this himself .  He  began playing draws quite 
deliberate ly , reali zing that if he were to continue playing with his earl ier 
intensity, he could lose con tro l .  And the Hungarian grandmaster sensibly re -organ­
ized himse l f ,  and began playing accurate ly , reservedly . 

If initial ly anyone had thoughts of husbanding his st rength before the Interzonal 
Tournament s ,  they were then pushed into the background . 

Thus in principle it is possible that grandmasters belonging to the World 's elite 
can forget, if on ly for> a short time, about the current e limination cycle, and 
'simply ' play chess? 

It is very difficul t to do thi s ,  of course , but it is possible . And the tournament 
in Canada is confirmation of this . 
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Every tournament aonfirms some things, and aasts doubts on others . For aZZ the 
tournament aompetitors, were there lessons to be learned from Montrea l? 

For myself I have not yet drawn conclusion s ;  there has not been time for calm 
analysis of the game s ,  my own and my opponents ' .  But for Spassky , for instance , 
the tournament was very useful . He must realize that there is not a great deal o f  
time before the , Candidates cycle wi l l  b e  beginning . An d  with regard t o  the open­
ing s ,  Spassky is manifestly unprepared,  While his form also leaves much to be 
desired .  He must learn the lessons of Montrea l ,  and begin serious preparations 
for the Candidates Matches .  

The tournament was also useful , I think , for Timman . The Dutch grandmaster could 
have hoped for more in this event, but there were evidently problems in his prep­
aration s ,  and he was not able to contend for the top p lace s .  

The tournament demonstrated Portisch ' s customarily high leve l  of preparation , 
especial ly in the openings . He played confidently. True , the second half of the 
tournament did not go very wel l  for him; perhaps he could not stand the strain of 
being in the lead . • .  

For Tal the Montreal tournament was a success . I hope that this wil l  serve as a 
s timulus for successful appearances by him in the events of the elimination cycle . 

Do you expeat that in the present ayale the Candidates for the World Championship 
will 'grow younger ' ?  

Back in the last  cycle I predicted that there would be new faces among the Candi­
date s .  But a s  it  turned out , only one young player go t through t o  the Candidate s 
- Mecking. It is true that,  in the Interzonal Tournament s ,  there were a number of 
surprise s .  Thus , only a t  the last moment did HUhner mi ss his chance o f  going 
through - he failed to see a forced mate in his game with Petro sian .  In Manila 
Ljubojevic played really badly,  al though he was expected to do we l l  in the Inter­
zonal .  Timman too was unable to demonstrate his best  form. Our young grandmasters 
Tse shkovsky and Balashov also did not p lay as we ll as they might have done . And 
now they are all once again participants in the Interzonal Tournament s ,  and all  
have a right to  contend for the highest p lace s .  

Whiah of the foreign ptayers has reaently made the most notiaeable progress? 

Out of the participants in the Interzonal Tournaments , obvious progress  has been 
made by Jan Timman, both in the creative , and 
an interesting p layer,  but now the quality o f  
energe tic grandmaster , with good aspiration s ,  
Mon treal Timman demonstrated a number of very 

the competitive sense . 
his play has shot up . 
who is always playing 
intere sting ideas . 

He was always 
He is a very 

to win . In 

I mus t  also men tion Lj ubomir Ljubojevi c .  A long time ago , the young Yugoslav 
grandmaster moved up into the ranks of the leading players in the world . But then 
he suffered a serious dec line . During his army service , his appearances in Inter­
national tournaments were curtailed . This had an e ffect ,  s ince Ljubojevic is more 
of a practical player than a theorist . After the army he began playing two orders 
of magnitude weaker .  

But now, i t  seems t o  me ,  Ljubomi r has regained his class , and in Montreal 
we l l  to take 4 th p lace on his own . To some extent this resul t is unique : 
per cent of the possible points , and -clear 4th place . 

he p layed 
fi fty 

And befo re Montreal,  Ljubojevic came first in a fairly strong tournament in Brazil .  
I have not yet seen the games from this tournament ,  but I have been told by 
Andersson that the Yugoslav grandmaster p layed splendidly there . 
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defeated in both games in Mon trea l.  
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I hope that it  will not be suspected that it was for this reason that I singled out 
Timman and Ljubojevic among the young foreign grandmasters . Simply that ' s  the way 
it happened in this tournament . . .  How did it happen ? 

Ljubojevic traditionally finds it di fficult playing against me ,  This is also the 
case with Spassky . Against both o f  them I have a pre tty big score . Against 
Spas sky, I think that it is 8-1 , not counting draws . Against Ljubojevic -altogether 
' clean ' - S -0 ,  with roughly the same number of draws . I don ' t  know what the reason 
i s ;  perhaps there is something about my style that they don ' t  like . 

But agains t  Timman I have always had a tenacious batt le , with a s light advantage , 
it is true , on my s ide . But then in Bugojno , be fore the match for the World 
Championship , I lost to him. I do not want to try to vindicate myself,  since 
Timman played sp lendidly, but that day I fel t  unwe l l  and was s imp ly unable to think 
- thi s is evident even from the game . I played the opening terribly, go t into a 
difficul t position , and i t  was only when I sensed that defeat was inevitable that 
I began , so to speak, to dig my heels in . At one point drawing chances even 
appeared ,  but they were slight ,  and Timman succeeded in finally ' squeezing ' me . As 
ye t ,  this is the only game that the Dutchman has won against me . But , evidently, 
I recal l  it j ust  as well as certain foreign j ournali s t s .  

There aan be no doubt that nowadays the teahnique of defenae i s  on a higher level 
than, say, during the time of A lekhine, or even of the 'early ' Tal .  But from 
time to time one grandmaster will give another a regular drubbing in the good o ld 
s tyle. This oaaurs even at the very highest leve l .  How does it happen? 

In various ways . It may happen that a p layer decides to take a risk (or circum­
s tances force him to ) ,  he goes too far , and is deservedly punishe d .  Days occur when 
even a p layer o f  the highest rank i s  al l fingers and thumbs , and he cannot control 
his nerve s ,  or cope with his condit ion . And whatever he doe s ,  nothing works out . 
And he realize s thi s ,  after making only six or seven move s in a game . Thus , for 
examp le , Hort p layed against Lj ubojevic the White side of  a Sicilian .  Jus t l ike a 
beginner .  How do you explain this?  Hort was in general o f f  form in Montreal . A 
player o f  great practical strength, but off form and - that ' s  it ! In addition , he 
is also a pessimi s t  by nature , and merely spreads his hands : "Nothing works ! "  

But Kavalek, it would seem, suaaeeded in mastering himself? In the seaond ayale he 
played spZendidZy, and made the best saore. 

To some extent that is s o .  But Kavalek also had o ther reasons for p laying badly 
in the firs t hal f  of the tournament . 

The basic idea o f  such a super-tournament belongs to Kavalek , and he was al so one 
o f  the chie f organizers . Even during the tournament he carried out a great deal o f  
organizational work : he was the p layers ' representative on the organizing committee , 
and also carried out certain technical functions . It was diffi cult for him to be 
everywhere , and Kavalek s imply could not stand it . 

But then in the second cycle he regained that fervour and sharpne ss which normally 
accompanies his p lay , and things went wel l  for Kavalek . His best years were 1 968-
73 , when in many international tournaments he emerged the winner .  Then Kavalek 
became somehow indifferent to his resul ts , and he began writ ing books and did a lot 
of  work for newspapers . His tournament successes declined .  In those years you 
could o f fer Kavalek a draw, and he would agree both with White and with Black ­
taking account,  of course , of the strength o f  the opponent . But in Montreal , on 
finding himse l f  in last p lace , he unexpectedly showed himsel f  to be a fighter .  His 
pride was stirred, and in the second cycle Kavalek gained 6 �  point s .  
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What have you got to say about Huhner 's performance in Canada? 

HUhner frequently keep s in the background , then pushes forward and make s a good 
score . In my opinion , this grandmaster has already reached a leve l ,  such that he 
simply canno t play badly .  He i s  a highly tenacious playe r ,  who always battles t o  
the end, wi th the same desire and persi stence . Everything depends on his form at 
a given moment .  He has his successes,  and also his fai lure s ,  but he is always at 
least hal f  way up the table .  

Huhner has been called the s trongest chess enthusiast • • . . 

This is because,  along with che s s ,  the Ge rman grandmaster also s tudies science (or 
vice versa) . Nevertheless , he is in the know as regards all the opening problems , 
and as regards the creative resul ts of all p revious tournaments . Science , of 
course , al so demands much effort and t ime , and in it  too he has already achieved 
much . He has to work every day, but not j us t  for 2 hours , but 8- 1 0  hours . As far 
as I know, HUhner selflessly s tudies both the one and the o the r .  Al though he is 
saying , not for the first time , that he will give up che s s ,  his love for it  is  so 
great that I hope that he wil l  never do this . 

Larsen 's last p lace was probab ly the biggest surprise of the tournament? 

On the one hand it was a surpri se , on the othe r -not al toge ther,  s ince Larsen , as 
i t  seems to me, p lays in identical fashion both with p layers of average strength , 
and wi th p layers o f  the very hi ghe s t  clas s .  He is equally confident of his powers,  
and o f  his  ul timate victory , and does not introduce any correc tions into his play , 
depending e i the r on the posi t ion , or on his form. Even when he finds himse l f  in a 
los t pos i t ion , the Dane believes that he wil l  win the game . An incomparable op ti­
mi st . 

But Larsen ' s  poor form in Mon treal does not mean anything .  In my opinion , he wil l  
b e  one of the main contenders i n  the bat tle for a place i n  the Candidates . 

In any tournament ,  someone is fated to occupy last p lace , and in Canada it was 
Larsen who was left behind. But I can confidently state that,  whoeve r was last in 
Montrea l ,  in the maj ority of other international tournaments this grandmaster woul d, 
most probably, be the winner .  Because the Montreal tournament did indeed gather 
together all the chess s tars of FIDE . 

How do you assess your own resu lts? 

In general , it was a good compe titive resul t :  ' +6 '  in such s trong company is  quite 
a lot .  Of course , I was not comp le te ly satis fied -various hitches and oversights 
occurre d ,  but this i s  already on the creative side .  In the compe tit ive sense , I 
think that I could al so have achieved more . But i f  i t  were sugges ted that in the 
future I would always share fi rs t  p lace with Tal , I would agree to that in any 
event .  

Tal 's success has inspired new hopes in the hearts of his numerous supporters. 
Moreover, Tal 's victory is perhaps one of the most s triking in the Ex-World Champ­
ion 's career. 

We l l ,  Tal has had so many bril liant appearances ,  so many wonderful victories in 
tournaments • • •  ! Again , how do you compare this tournament with, say ,  the 1 959  
Candi dates Tournament ! ?  A different time , different p laye rs . . • . 

And a differen t Tal ?  If, for example, one compares the present-day Tal with the 
Tal of the Botvinnik era. 
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Tal has changed, completely change d .  While he was able t o  defeat Botvinnik 
li terally by hi s sparkling combinations alone , he then had to re-organi ze himse l f .  
In his t ime Tal , a s  they say, "came , saw, and conquered" .  He s taggered everyone by 
his combinative talen t ,  his exceptional intuit ion , the practical sharpness o f  his 
intellec t ,  and his phenomenal memory . But gradual ly players became accustomed to 
his attack s ;  it could be said that Tal taught them to defend . In turn , having 
found the key to his attacking s tyle , they forced Tal himse l f  to re-learn . At that 
time he played the endgame indi fferen tly, and in a pos itional struggle too he did 
no t feel  at home . All this has to be assimilated .  But , evidently,  it always 
happens that , in acquiring one thing, you involuntarily lose anothe r ,  in which you 
were part icularly s trong.  And that is what happened with Tal , al though it has not 
re flected greatly on his resul ts . As before , Tal is one o f  the s trongest p layers 
in the world, but his s tyle has changed completely in comparison with his style of 
the sixtie s ,  and has become more universa l .  

How would you assess Tal 's play in Montreal in the oreative sense ? 

Tal played very interestingly, versatilely, and p roduced a number of memorable 
game s .  Incidentally,  one of them - against Spassky -was awarded the brilliancy 
prize . He battled in every game , exploiting every chance to gain victory . At the 
same time he played very accurate ly . Thus he was the only compe titor not to suffer 
a single de feat in the tournament .  Even in the first round , in which he has quite 
often lost,  he won here . Perhap s it was some thing to do with my influence ? 

Did you help eaoh other during the tournament? 

Yes ,  of course . We prepared for the games togethe r ,  analyzed adj ourned posit ions 
toge ther ,  and sincerely wished each o ther succes s .  This was when I was ahead , and 
when we had an identical number of points , and when he went ahead . Howeve r ,  the 
resul t itse l f  speaks for this . 

Immediately after you had gained the highest ohess title, it beoame apparent to the 
whole world that you were an aotive Champion. It should be partioularly emphasized 
that you are cons tantly joining battle with the o ther s tronges t  p layers . 

I have long s ince made it a rule to p lay only in s trong events , because it is only 
in them that it is possible to maintain good form. From approximately 1 9 72 onwards , 
I have been mainly p laying only in very s trong tournaments . In tournaments such as 
Montreal , you play se rious ly, with a heightened sense of responsibility; you p lay 
real chess . 

Here you can ' t  expect to make p rogress simply because someone fai l s  to put up a 
p roper resis tance against you. In order to win a game , you have to p roduce some­
thing new, or go in for some sharp continuation entailing a risk . Without a 
s t ruggle ,  as a rule , no one gains any points . But tha t ,  alas , is what frequently 
happens in tournaments of uneven compos i tion .  

Bu t  the stronger the tournaments, the more probable i t  is that on some oooasion you 
wil l  fai l  to win. Eviden tly, in oontrast to Fisoher, the fear of defeat does not 
trouble you? 

A genuine competitor should possess a s taunch immunity to de feat .  After al l ,  it is 
not possible all the time to take only first places in tournaments ! Since 1 9 7 1  I 
have the fol lowing statistics : 2nd p lace in the international tournament in 
Budapes t ( 1 9 73 )  and in the fourth match-tournament in the Philippines ( 1 9 76 ) ,  2nd-
6th p lace in the 4 1 s t  USSR Championship ( 1 973)  and 4 th-5th place in the internat­
ional tournament in Leningrad ( 1 9 77) . In all other tournaments I have e ither 
shared, or have taken clear firs t p lace . 

T.A.L.-C 
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And how many such victories have you gained? 

Including matche s ,  about twenty-five . 

This wou�d perfect�y suffice for an entire chess career, and a brit � iant one at 
that. Don 't you sometimes have the fee ting of a surfeit of victories, and an 
indifference to resu�ts? 

No . In each new tournamen t it is intere sting for me to p lay . Again and again I 
try to prove to myself and to others that I am worth some thing , and each t ime I aim 
to take only first place . 

If one reca l �s the events of recent years in which you have participated, one is 
struck by the fact that they have been hetd on the most varied of formutae . 

Apart from the Swiss system !  

This system i s  c tear�y not t o  your �iking! 

I can never re sign mysel f  to it . I consider that it comple tely fails to give the 
re lat ive p ractical strengths of the p laye r s .  It  is practically a lottery . Al l the 
remaining forms for holding events I find perfectly suitable . 

But even so, there is evident�y some sort of purposefulness in the fact that, on 
the basis of your own experience, you try out at � the merits and defects of each 
system? 

I do indeed wish to try out everything that is possible in che s s ,  so as to
. 

see from 
my own experience the advantages or drawbacks of a particular sys tem, or a parti­
cular way of staging an event .  

For example , the formula under which the ' Tournament of S tars ' was held seems t o  me 
to be the faire s t  and mo st desirable for the competitor s .  Here every player p lays 
every other one both with White ,  and with Black , and here there can be no comp laints 
about an unlucky draw, or an un fortunate apportioning of ' colours ' .  Possibly i t  
i s  by this formula that the strongest  tournaments should b e  he ld.  Thus the tourna­
ment in Milan ( 1 9 75 )  was not very successful , for the reason that the organizers 
chose a formula for i t  that was no t the be st . At first 1 2  grandmasters played an 
all-play-all tournament ,  and then the top four me t in semi -final and final matche s .  
The matches were short - 4 game s in the semi-finals , and 6 in the final . Thi s ,  on 
the one hand, promised a sharp s truggle , but on the other hand dictated caution . 
And caution, alas , predominated , s ince in a short match the most important thing 
i s ,  after all , not to lose . 

But you can give a confident j udgement on all  thi s ,  only when you have tried i t  
yourse l f .  

A t  the s tart of our conversation i t  was said that a t  �east two other Soviet grand­
masters were of the class to have competed in the 'Tournament of Stars ' .  In other 
words, the Soviet chess schoo� s ti � t  dominates in the internationa � arena. If a 
match was he�d today between the USSR and the Rest of the Wor �d, what, in your 
opinion, would be the result? 

I think that even today the Soviet team would be able to beat the Res t  of the World 
in a match on ten (but not mo re )  boards . However ,  even on ten boards the resul t 
would poss ibly be in doub t .  But even so ,  in my opinion, at the moment the advantage 
would be on our s ide . 

Of course , a t  the t ime that the ' Match o f  the Century ' was organize d ,  we had a 
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clear advan tage . For some inexplicable reason we declined to play in the return 
match ' US SR V .  Res t  of the Worl d ' , which they were prepared to organize and s tage 
in Ho lland . This was a serious mistake , since both for the propaganda of chess  in 
the whole world,  and for the prestige of the Sovie t che ss schoo l ,  it would have 
played a major role . Indeed , in what other form of sport can a team from one 
country take on the re st of the world,  and not only take on , but even de feat  . . .  

MIKHAIL TAL : "THE ' TOURNAMENT OF STARS ' IS FINE , BUT A MATCH WITH KARPOV IS BETTER ! "  

Chess history, which is rich in events of the most varied type, cannot boast of a 
targe number of such grandmaster super-tournaments. How was it possibte in our era 
of continuous 'etimination ' to organize an unofficial event at such a high teve t? 

When,  during the ma tch for the World Championship in Baguio , the American grand­
master Kavalek arrived and sugge sted to Karpov that he take part in a super­
tournament that was being planned far in advance , but planned very approximately,  
it at  first  seemed some thing of a hair-brained scheme . Ye s ,  of course , it would be 
very intere s ting, very attrac tive . But how do you organize such a tournament ?  
You need funds , time , you need a great deal o f  organiza tional work . . . . 

Kavalek flew to the USA, and then came back. Then telephone negotiations began , 
and exchange s of letters . In short , even a month before the opening of the tourna­
men t ,  there was no comple te guarantee that it would ac tual ly begin . In March a 
group of grandmasters - and the compos ition of the event was ninety per cent known 
beforehand - rece ived letters from the organizers . Ye s ,  the tournament was on , and 
i t  would be he ld in Montreal . The letter even contained an unusual poin t :  i f ,  for 
some unforeseen reason the tournament did not take place , and the p layers , after 
accep ting the invitation, were thus ' unemp loyed'  in April to May , the organizers 
would be obliged to pay them compensation . I ,  of course , don ' t think that it was 
the threat of bankrup tcy which influenced the organizers , but , at all event s ,  the 
tournament began : ten leading grandmasters arrived in Canada ,  so as to begin there 
a fierce s truggle .  

In your chess career there have been a number of events of the highest rank. With 
which of these coutd you compare the 'Tournament of Stars ' ?  

During a quarter o f  a century o f  ' big-time ' chess  I have p layed in very many 
tournaments , but not with any one of them should I like to compare Mon treal 1 9 79 . 
If only for the reason that ,  in at least one aspect ,  it was in a more favourable 
pos 1t 1on : here no one had to demons trate anything.  Playing here were only those 
who had already demons trated some thing!  In Montreal it was the stars who assembled 
(or come t s ,  enj oying the reputation of s tars ) .  

Sure ty in the history of chess there have been other simitar events? 

Simply I have not played in such a tournamen t .  As for tournaments apart from 'my 
own' , it is di fficul t for me to compare . As they say ,  it is better to see once • . .  

Of the compari sons - and there was no lack of them - I  liked the one made by Larsen . 
The wit ty Dane , speaking at a reception after the opening of the tournamen t ,  said : 
"This tournament can be compared with the one in Havana 1 92 1 , or in Acapulco 1 9 7 3 ,  
with the one slight di f ference that they did n o t  i n  fact take p lace , whereas this 
one , it would appear , is about to begin" . 

But seriously . . • . In my opinion , there can be no analogies . Each tournament in 
which a player is competing today, for him it is the only one ! 
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In order that the tournament should b e  a success, both i n  the competitive and the 
creative sense, it was evident ly insufficient mere ly to assemble the strongest 
possible group of p layers ? 

Without a doub t .  And it was for this reason that certain of the s trongest grand­
masters were no t in Mon treal . Regarding Sovie t  p layers , I am in complete agreement 
with Karpov. Pe tros ian and Polugayevsky are top-class players , and by their 
presence could have enhanced the ' Tournament of Stars ' .  This is without saying 
anything about our young p layers . Thus , in my opinion , today Tseshkovsky is no 
weaker than Timman . 

As for Mecking and Korchnoi • . •  

The tournamen t in Montreal was possible unique in the sense that , as is shown by 
the resul ts table,  it was composed of fighting players , and ,  as is shown by the 
course of the tournamen t ,  of l ikeable people .  At any rate , the fac t that the 
person invited to be chief con troller was Svetozar Gligori c ,  who is highly respected 
in the che ss worl d ,  but who has absolutely no experience of contro lling (al though 
he has been playing che s s  for more than 40 years) , and the fac t  that he coped 
i rreproachably wi th his dutie s ,  does honour not only to him, but also to the 
tournament compe titors . The tournament gathered people of various charac ter s ,  some 
highly ambit ious - Karpov , Portisch and Tal , some outwardly phlegmatic -Hort ,  
Spassky and Kavalek . . . . But , as it seems to me (I trust this wi l l  no t be taken as 
some form of se lf-advertisement ) ,  it comprised not simp ly strong p layers ,  but also 
ami cable people .  With Mecking, and especially Korchnoi ,  it would have been a 
different matter. No one denies that these are both outstanding players .  But in 
recent times I s imp ly cannot recall an ins tance when a tournament ,  in which one or 
the other was playing, went off without some scandal or squabble . Ye s ,  without 
them the tournament lost a lit tle in ' scale of difficulty' (average rating) . But 
at the same time it avoided difficulties of another sort . The micro -climate was 
ideal . And thi s ,  I think , was a colossal succe ss for the organizers . 

A few words about the organization of the tournament. 

The organization was Canadian ! The strongest  group of p layers , the largest  prize 
fund, the s tars of FIDE ! Gigantism, but gigantism in a fairly at tractive form. 
Canada is by no means a chess coun try . It is true that in the las t Olympiad the 
Canadians pe rformed very successful ly - they finished in the firs t ten . Nevertheless , 
the popularity of che ss in the country is not very great,  and maj or international 
tournaments are held very , very rare ly.  Thus the organizers had ample des ire to do 
everything as we ll as poss ible . At times they were pe rhaps lacking in experience , 
or specific knowledge . If thi s tournament becomes tradi tional , as the organizers 
p lan , I think that certain lessons will be learned . 

Canada is the land of ice hockey.  And I expe ct that we have gleaned much from the 
Canadians as regards the organiza tion of ice hockey tournaments . If they borrow a 
lit tl e  of our che ss experience , this wi l l  be ye t another confi rmation of the FIDE 
mo t to "We are all one family" . 

Howeve r ,  I must say that the p layers can have no complaints about the organi zers . 
That it was thanks to them that 1 8  rounds of fie rce struggle passed wi thout the 
least suspicion of an argument or misunders tanding , is beyond all question . 

The ideal micro-c limate of the tournament no doubt told favourably on the creative 
state of the p layers, and promoted a good frame of mind for play. But this became 
c lear a little later. What about initially? Was it confidently expected that 
there would be 'no ho lds barred ' ?  

Initially, indeed, there was much that  was unclear . How would the p layers perform; 
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would the experienced ' long-dis tance runners ' play short draws at the s tart , so as 
to then attemp t to build up their succes s ?  Or scorning dange r ,  woul d  they from the 
very first rounds p lay ' open ' che s s ?  

The first round was an amazing one . Now, when many talk about the problem o f  
draws , the p roblem o f  ' bloodless ' draws , when the sugge stion is raised that chess 
be put on a par with football - restrict the number o f  draws in each even t ,  and in 
the remaining games have penalties or a drawing of lots , in Montreal from the very 
first day it became clear that draws were not to be feare d .  

I t  i s  t rue that two games ended fairly quickly i n  draws : Timman-Kavalek and 
HUbner-Karpov. It wil l  be recalled that at the Interzonal in Manila,  Timman was 
Kavalek ' s  second. Each knows the s trong and weak points of the othe r ,  and in the 
first round they decided not to cros s swords . The second draw was by no means a 
peaceable one , and caused us some anxie ty. The comparatively new continuation 
introduced by the Wes t  German grandmaster gave Karpov a slight ly inferior position ,  
but when the danger had already become fairly tangible , he switched t o  tactics , 
sacrificed a pawn , and ob tained a perpetual attack on the opposing queen . 

In three game s ' blood was shed ' !  

I did not have the mos t  de sirable of opponent s .  Spassky and I played our first 
tournament game some twenty-five years ago . De spite the ' silve r '  anniversary , our 
' love ' has always been rather one-sided (Spassky has won the overwhelming maj ority 
of our mee tings - he won the first one , since when I have been attemp ting to ge t 
even with him, tenaciously, but unsucce ssful ly) . Perhaps it was for thi s  reason , 
or perhaps because Spassky used some rather obsole te information , to the e ffect  
that Tal  always loses in the first  round (and I myse l f  always happily write about 
this ! ) ,  that he changed his usual opening repertoire and chose the King ' s  Indian 
Defenc e .  As an opening there is nothing wrong with i t ,  but one gains the 
impress ion that it just doesn ' t suit Spassky . 

Portisch played in his favourite manner ,  and right from the opening gained an 
advantage . Hort defended resource ful ly, but on resumption Portisch won . 

And finally, the game be tween the two acknowledged ' fil ibusters ' ,  Larsen and 
Ljubojevi c ,  where a draw would have been a surprise . 

Three dec isive re sults out of five game s .  And i t  was l ike that prac tically 
throughout the tournamen t !  

In Montreal there was indeed a high percentage of decisive results . Evidently, in 
the first instance this was because the compe titors p layed 'open ' chess ? 

Without a doub t .  And the instigator was Karpov. I cannot recall a s ingle game 
(apart from one , perhaps -with me in the firs t cycle ) to which the World Champion 
went along with the intention of drawing . He p layed with a great will to win , and 
infected all the other players with this thirst for battle ! After al l ,  in che ss 
too fashion re igns . How is the Champion playing? He is the legislator o f  fashion . 

Every major tournament, and i ts results, give answers to various burning questions.  
What answers, in your opinion, should this tournament have given? 

The tournamen t in Montreal should have provided answers to a number of interesting 
ques tion s .  

In effec t ,  thi s was the firs t  tournament appearance b y  Karpov afte r the match in 
Baguio . He began the tournament in Munich, but the death of his father did not 
allow him to finish the event .  How had he endured this every severe loss ? Could 
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he demons trate his genuine Champion-like p lay ? At first it appeared that Karpov 
was in wonderful form: with Black - draw, with Whi te - win. But then in the 6th 
round, in the game with Hort ,  came the first misfire . Then he mis sed a simple win 
in his game with Hlibner. A decline se t in . • . . In general , for Karpov this was by 
no means his best tournament .  Whatever may be said, t o  the e ffect that the match 
for the World Champ ionship was a long t ime ago , neverthe les s  the colossal chess 
s train , and, what is more important,  the colossal nervous strain during the match , 
are · s t i l l  having their e f fe c t .  I recal l the astonishment that was provoked by 
Korchnoi ' s  re sult at the Olympi ad in Buenos Aires ( the bes t  score on board one , 
9 points out of 1 1 ) .  Karpov was t ired, Tal was tired , but Korchnoi went and p layed,  
and played we ll . In my opinion ,  there is nothing paradoxi cal here . Afte r al l ,  
Korchnoi lost the match ! The malice which had accumulated during the entire match 
was seeking an outle t ,  was seeking a way to discharge . It was on this malice that 
he continued to play, and he made a good score . Time passed,  the malice was ' con­
serve d ' , but the resul ts of the match, and the consequences of the nervous strain , 
remained. Jus t before the ' Tournament of Stars ' a tournament concluded in the 
Ame rican town of Lone Pine . Quite a good tournament , but by no means top-c lass . 
I I th to 22nd p lace s in it were shared by a group of players which included 
Korchnoi (with a very mode s t  resul t -5 ! points : +4-2=3) . In addition , he markedly 
lowered his individual rating. This re sul t might appear unexpected , were i t  not 
for that gigantic strain , were it not for the remnan ts of that enoromous fatigue in 
Baguio . 

I repeat ,  this was not the be st tournament in Karpov' s career , and ye t he played 
bet ter than anyone ! He gained more wins that anyone e l se .  Add to that the game 
with Hor t ,  where he could have won in two move s ,  and the one wi th HUhner ,  where he 
had a win in one move . Nine wins out of 1 8  were l i terally there on the plate . In 
such a tournament to win hal f  of the game s • . .  ! .  

About myse l f  I can say that somewhere I mi ssed a win against Ljuboj evic , and some ­
where agains t  Hort . Somewhere ! But I am unable to po�nt to a specific variation . 
That is quite a different thing ! I say with absolute sincerity : "Karpov played 
be t ter than anyone ! "  And ,  paradoxical though this may sound with regard to the 
World Champion , he still  indeed has reserves and time to improve his play still  
furthe r .  

What aan you say about yoU!' own play? 

After Baguio I had a fairly lengthy break . In Tbi lisi I was complete ly out of 
form, and I played really badly . I feel terribly pained,  not for myse l f ,  but for 
the USSR Championship . If i t  is possible to p lay l ike thi s ,  and still  be the winner 
(this has nothing to do with Tseshkovsky, his was a strong performance ) • . •  ! 

In Tallin I did no t p lay badly. But Petrosian played be tter , and quite deservedly 
took first p lace . The mo st paradoxical thing is that in each of these tournaments 
I improved my individual rating. 

Then came Montreal . I was indeed very pleased about how I p layed here . Tolya ' s  
company was p leasan t ,  and i t ' s quite a nice p lace . But even more so I was satis fied 
with my play. 

Many - and, I must admit, myself ina luded - aonsider that something of an evolution 
has oaaurred with Tal 's style. Your play has beaome more positional, more univer­
sal. Is this so ? 

I ' d be glad to get to heaven,  but my s ins won ' t  allow i t !  Today the squares dS , fS 
and e6 (my visiting cards , so to speak) are so we l l  covered ! Have a poke in there 
- there are four de fenders !  Now, Rantanen, a young playe r ,  he didn ' t know that I 
had become ' posi tional ' ,  and played ' open ' che ss against me in Tallinn . I succeeded 
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in carrying out an interesting combination . To work i t  out was probably not very 
comp licated,  but . . . . He made a move , I rep lied , and he should have resigned,  but 
preferred to be mated : in making his last move , he thought that he was winning ! 

No , i t ' s nothing to do with me - it ' s  my opponents ! 

You mean that your style is just how it used to be? 

My s tyle - ye s .  Perhaps I have become a little olde r ,  and see a little more for my 
opponents , and a little less for myse l f .  I am convinced that,  protected by a l l  this 
armour , I would simply tear to pieces that Candidate of the sixtie s !  

In this tournament you suaaeeded in winning several games in good o ld Tal style. 
I reaa ll that in one of your reaent interviews you said that today speataaular 
aombinations are possible only against weak opponents. Is this exaatly what you 
meant ?  

Very wel l ,  you can add - weak or forge tful . Spassky and I have been mee ting now 
for a quarter of a century. And all these years in my game s with him I have been 
setting my sights on the square h2 (h7 ) . And in Montreal Boris s imply provoked me 
into a combination . To open yourse l f  up to such an extent you have to be in 
exce l lent form, and that is j us t  what Spassky wasn ' t  in this tournament .  For me 
it was both unexpected and s imple to win this game . 

And yet your opponent was a former World Champion! 

I know myse lf that at times I p lay quite wretchedl y !  

There were also other games! 

I beg your pardon , but in Montreal i t  would seem that I did indeed play quite wel l ! 
The game I like mo st of all is the one with HUhner . This was probably my be st game . 
The combination was not dif ficult to work out , but i t  wasn ' t  self-evident .  These 
are the sort that are possible nowadays ! Straight-forward combinations don ' t  work : 
Bxh7+, Ng5+ , Qh5 - everyone knows thi s !  But in this game Rxd6 , and then instead o f  
taking the rook wi th the bi shop (a move o r  two later ) ,  you block the diagonal - Ne5 ! 
It is this sor t of thing that can be overlooked . It is on such move s  that tactics 
are based today ! 

On moves that aren ' t  obvious? 

When such a move occurs to you, then everything is highly simple ! But it i s  
possible t o  overlook i t !  I t  wasn ' t  immediately before the sacri fice , but a move or 
two earlier , that I thought for some forty minutes .  The idea came fairly quickly.  
Perhaps because I have a penchant for the paradoxical . HUhner sank into thought 
only after Ne5 ,  but it was already too late ! But . . •  Kb8 he played automatically.  

It would seem that you are unhappy about t he  deaision o f  the jury, whiah awarded 
the bri llianay prize to your game with Spassky? 

Ye s ,  it wasn ' t  the be st of decision s .  It once again indicates that Canada is not 
a chess  country • • • •  Bxh2 ! - thi s is what created an impre ssion . For me personally,  
the move . • •  Bxh2 and the pri ze for the mo st bril liant game are concept s  which are 
completely incompatible ! 

Who did the judging? 

Wel l ,  Gl igoric assisted . But what was he to do ? The public liked i t !  Karpov ' s  
combination against Timman was much more beaut i ful ! I f  i t  had to be one o f  mine , 
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the combination in the game wi th Htibner was much more origina l .  But against 
Spassky it was simply a variation on the Bxh2 theme . 

All that has been said also relates to the Karpov-Larsen game . Larsen played we l l ,  
i t  goes wi thout saying. But i t  woul d  have been possible to award a prize for a 
victory over the Worl d  Champion . Such a prize would have every right to exi st 
(without risk of ruin to the founders of such prize s :  as i s  known , Karpov loses 
extremely rarely) . But not a prize ' for bril liancy' ! 

What if you had to award the prize for the most bril liant game • • .  ? 

I would think about the game Spas sky-Larsen . I would think about the game Kavalek­
Htibner , al though the sacri fice turned out to be incorrect .  But the idea ! The idea 
was quite fantastic ! The game Portis ch-Htibner was bril lian t ,  quite bril liant . Ye s ,  
there were very many good game s .  In Montreal the grandmasters played good che s s ,  
p layed themse lve s and al lowed their opponents to play !  

So there was n o  lack o f  'prize ' games? 

De fini tely not ! And ye t the decision was made quite simply.  One Ex-Champion 
defeated another,  what ' s  more , with Black , and with a ' stroke ' on h2 ! When I won ,  
everyone congratulated me .  But I real ized that it wasn ' t  Spassky I had playe d !  

He ux:� s  in totally bad form? 

In thi s game - you can' t imagine any worse ! 

What about his 0-4 against you and Karpov? 

If it hadn ' t  been for that 0-4 , Spassky would have been up among the winners . Why 
0-4 ? In the first cycle he had Black against us , and in the second - tried to ge t 
even!  And what ' s  more : Karpov had Tal as his second , and Tal had Karpov as his 
second . Bori s had no one .  

This mutual help - was i t  one of the factors in your victory? 

Ye s ,  I am quite convinced that Tolya helped me , just as  I am convinced that I also 
he lped him ! While in Baguio the help was of some thing of a one -sided nature , which 
is perfectly natural ,  in Montreal i t  was de finitely two-s ided ! If I had an 
adj ourned game , Tolya would look a t  i t .  If Tolya was adj ourned,  I would look . I 
can guarantee that we looked equally benevolently, equally care ful l y !  I am con­
vinced tha t ,  if I had been half a point behind , Anatoly would have helped me in the 
same way that I helped him! 

Portisch began the tournament very strongly. How do you explain the subsequent 
decline in his play? 

The tournament in Montreal was regarded by many as one of the stages of preparation 
for the Interzonal Tournaments .  Karpov wil l  j oin the battle for the World Champion­
ship in 1 98 1 ,  Spassky a year earlier,  and all the others are faced with the Inter­
zona l s .  For this reason, many o f  the competitors endeavoured t o  avoid disclo sing 
their cards . This was e specially noticeable in Portisch ' s  play . For quite a long 
t ime now he has been called the ' Hungarian Botvinnik ' .  I know that ne ither grand­
mas ter is exactly p leased by this comparison . Botvinnik says that Port isch is more 
similar to Pe trosian .  Be that as i t  may , Laj os does indeed remind me of Botvinnik : 
with his asce ti sicm, and the strict subordination of his entire l i fe style to the 
achievement of the chosen goa l . And in addi tion , deep preparation . I gained the 
impress ion that Portisch was obviousl y  saving himse l f  for the Inter zonal .  To play 
Black against him i s  always rather less than a pleasure . But in Montreal,  in his 



Mikhail Tal 37 

game s wi th Karpov and with me he did not display any particular ambi tion , and 
al lowed us to equalize without trouble .  Portisch began the tournament very we l l .  
But then . . . . Perhaps a certain episode told on his resul t .  In his game with 
Larsen, whi ch had taken a very tense course , the Dane sacri ficed a pawn . To the 
control there remained one move and two minutes .  There was a draw, but was there 
a win ? Larsen thought . He thought , thought and - suddenly his flag fe ll . Portisch, 
a genuine sportsman , even reque sted the con trol ler not to record the loss on time . 
But the j udge mus t uphold the law • • • . It was exactly a who le cycle before Porti sch 
gained his next vi ctory . 

At any event ,  Portisch ' s good technique and sound play enabled him, wi thout demon­
strating anything very new (an exception being his game with HUhner from the second 
cycle , where he employed a highly intere sting opening innovation) , easily to take 
3rd place , and during the course of the tournament he was challenging for an even 
higher one . 

This means we had 'open ' pZay, and even opening innovations, but the Interzona Zs 
constant ly in mind? 

Of course . Everyone wanted to play, and played we l l .  But everyone , myself include d ,  
kep t some thing i n  reserve . The ' Tournament o f  Stars ' is fine , but a match with 
Karpov is be t ter ! 

What can you say about the resuZts of the o ther pZayers? 

Init ial ly it was thought that the re sul ts in the tournament would be very even , but 
in fac t ,  if you l ook at the final table , you see ' islands ' of players . Our duo 
fini shed I ! points ahead o f  Port isch, while Por tisch was the same amoun t head o f  
Ljubojevi c ,  who had fi fty per cent and fourth place alone . I have a very high 
regard for this playe r .  He p lays boldly, ac tively,  and constantly improves his 
resul t s .  First 1 s t-2nd place i n  Brazil , then a win i n  a friendly ,  but undoubtedly 
prestive match against Gligoric .  And now - Montreal . 

Then comes a very large , very compact group within an interval of half a poin t .  
5 th-6th place was shared b y  Spassky and HUhner . HUhner i s  very interesting both as 
a person and a che s s  playe r .  He give s the impre ssion of being aloof . During a 
game , for examp le ,  he some time s reads ' The Iliad ' in the original , while hi s oppon­
ent is considering his move (none of your trashy reading-matter ! ) .  In this tourn­
ament he demonstrated technique , and tenac ity in defence , but played without 
sparkle . 

Spassky ' s  re sul t was a surprise . Not long before , he had won the tournament in 
Munich. He re in the first hal f  o f  the tournament ,  e ven longe r ,  he did not play 
' hi s  own ' game . And then , having decided that everything was finished,  and after 
forge tting his tournament posi t ion , Spassky began p laying ' hi s '  chess . At the 
finish he gained three wins in a row, and improved his position .  Of course , this 
was no t a succe s s ,  but equally no t a failure ! 

Three players performed poorly in the compe ti tive sense , but interestingly from the 
creative poi'nt of view. 

Hort displayed great skil l  in de fence . 

In some game s Timman played simply excel lently.  While with HUhner and Hort in this 
tournament there was a faul t somewhere in the ' arbi trary routine ' ,  Timman was at 
times he lpless in ' school ' .  In a number of game s he had a colossal advantage , but 
was unable to real ize i t .  

Kavalek ' s  overall result of 8 points i s  made up o f  I ! points i n  the firs t cycle , and 
6 �  in the second ! 

T.A.L.-c• 
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Larsen some times plays wel l ,  and some time s very we ll . But i f  he plays badly ,  it i s  
really very badly . Someone has to take last place ! Larsen managed to do thi s as 
cheerfully as possible . 

With my own per formance , as I have already said , I am very happy . I should like to 
say thank you very much to my friend , my col league , my rival Anatoly Karpov. 
Because it has turned out that he trains me no worse than I train him. 

Your opinion on the need to revive the 'Match of the Century ' ?  

I t  is simply absurd that there i s  n o  such match ! The very formula ,  the very idea 
of the match - the Soviet Union against the Res t  of the World - it p roc laims the 
strength of the Sovie t chess  school .  

What in your opinion would be the result? 

The re sul t is not important . Not so important ! After we have permi t ted ourselves 
to  lose the Olympiad • . •  ! Ye s ,  permi t te d !  To finish in 2nd p lace wi th such a team 
i s  s imply improper . Take the boards in turn - every one of our players was 
s tronger than his opponen t ,  wel l ,  almost every one ! 

Which of the Sovie t grandmasters, in your opinion, could now participate in a 
'Match of the Century ' ?  

The firs t board I de finite ly know. I also know de finite ly that Pe trosian ,  
Polugayevsky, Spassky, Ge ller and Smyslov should be there . This is per fectly 
clear . I think that a p lace might also be found for me . 
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ROUND I 

1 1th April 

Hiibner 
Larsen 
Portisch 
Tal 
Kavalek 

\12 
0 
1 

1 
\12 

\12 Karpov 
1 Ljubojevic 
0 Hort 
0 Spassky 
\12 Timman 

Standings after one round : Ljubojevic ,  Portisch,  Tal - I ;  HUhner , Karpov, Kavalek , 
Timman - ! ;  Hort ,  Larsen , Spassky - 0 .  

The start of the tournament i n  Montreal demonstrated s traight away that the fears 
of certain scep tics,  regarding the relatively ' aristocra tic ' nature of the s truggle , 
were groundless . Free of el imination ' restric tions ' ,  the stronge st grandmasters in 
the world showed themse lves to be in a genuinely fighting mood . 

If one disregards the comparatively ' planned ' draw in the Kavalek-Timman game (it 
may be recal led that the Dutch grandmas ter was the USA Champion ' s  second at the 
Interzonal Tournament in Manila) , al though even this game has a certain theore tical 
intere s t ,  in all the other encounters there was a dogged struggle . 

The first result was recorded in the HUbner-Karpov game . From the opening, the 
grandmaster from Cologne appeared to have acquired certain posi tional gains . But 
at the right time the World Champion took the play into tac tical line s ,  sacri ficed 
a pawn , and when HUhner captured thi s pawn, it became clear that his queen was 
unable to e scape the pursui t of the hostile piece s .  Therefore a draw by repetition 
of move s .  

Previous mee tings between Larsen and Ljubojevic had more often gone i n  favour o f  
the Yugoslav grandmaster . And o n  this occasion his opening e scapade a s  Black went 
unpuni shed .  The enterprising but risky se t-up adopted by Lj ubojevic in the English 
Opening should probably have been refuted by ' surgical ' methods .  The attempt at 
unhurried, positional manoeuvring to which Larsen resorted was unsucce ssful . Soon 
Black dominated the position ,  and a series of spe ctacular move s completed the total 
rout of White ' s  position .  

The due l between two o'l d friends and rival s ,  Tal and Spassky , took an unusual 
course from the very start . Spas sky chose the King ' s  Indian Defence , an opening he 
rare ly adop t s ,  and p layed it in far from the best way . Whi te soon gained a 
gigantic positional advantage . To avo id ' death from asphyxia' , Spassky sacri ficed 
the exchange . Objectively,  this should have led to a rapid finish , but Whi te made 
a serious mi s take on his 2 1 st move (2 1 Rae l would have won quickly ) ,  and the battle 
became double-edged .  The final resul t was infl uenced by the very serious time 
shortage experienced by my opponen t ,  and he mi s sed some good opportunities for 
creating counter-p lay . 

41 
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Portisch,  as usual ,  acted as Whi te in accordance with the latest  recommendations 
of theory, obtained the superior position against Hor t ,  and gradually increased the 
pre ssure . The Czech grandmaster de fended tenaciously.  It is di fficul t to  say how 
the game would have gone , but in time trouble Hort made an oversight , which turned 
into a burst of tac tics . Portis ch sealed a precise move (and there were numerous 
o ther temptations) , and adj ournment analysis confirmed the evaluation of the 
majority o f  spe cial ists  - Black was l os t .  

Game No. I Catalan Opening 

Hubner Karpov 
(Notes by TaZ J  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e 6  
3 g3 dS 
4 Bg2 Be7 
5 Nf3 0-0 
6 0-0 dxc4 
7 Qc2 a6 

8 a4 Bd7 
9 Qxc4 Bc6 

1 0  BgS aS 
1 1  Nc3 Na6 
1 2  Racl 

Black ' s  posi tion appears cramped ,  and 
Karpov carries out a far-si ghted 
tac tical operation . 

1 2  BdS 
1 3  NxdS 

1 3  Qd3 would probably have led to a more 
comp li cated game , but i t  would seem that 
the Wes t  German grandmaster undere s t im­
ated Black ' s  pawn sacri fice . 

1 3  
1 4  QbS 
1 5  Qxb7 

exdS ! 
Nb4 
Bd6 

It turns o ut tha t the ' vi s i ting' whi te 
queen is s tuck . The main variation 
worked out by Karpov was roughly as 
follows : 1 6  Bxf6 Qxf6 1 7  QbS c6 
1 8  Qb7 ( the exchange sacrifice 18 Rxc6 

Nxc6 19 Qxc6 Rad8 promises Whi te 
l i ttle ) 
and the 
Htibner 

1 8  . • .  Qe6 , with an attack on e 2  
threat of 1 9  . . .  Rfb8 . There fore 

decides not to re treat his queen . 

1 6  NeS Rb8 
1 7  Qa7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 2 Re ti Opening 

Larsen Ljubojevic 
(Notes by Tal )  

I Nf3 cS 
2 g3 dS 
3 c4 dxc4 
4 Na3 Nc6 
5 Nxc4 f6 

This move looks rather provocative , but 
since Whi te has not been very active in 
the centre , it  is j usti fiable . 

6 Bg2 

The immediate 6 e3 deserved consider­
ation ,  a1m1ng to open up the game in the 
centre as quickly as possible by d2-d4 . 

6 
7 0-0 
8 d3 

eS 
Nge7 

Insufficiently ac tive to give any hope 
of refuting the system chosen by Black . 
Here too , what Black probably had to 
fear most was the immediate opening of 
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the centre . 

8 Be6 
9 Nfd2 Nd5 

1 0  Ne4 Be 7 

Now Black is ful ly mobil i zed,  and his 
position i s  not a t  all inferior . Larsen, 
however,  does not agree with thi s .  

1 1  f4 

The start of a risky operation, which 
unexpectedly quickly leads to  great 
difficul ties for White . 

1 1  f5 ! 

Considerably more exac t than 1 1  • • .  exf4 
1 2  gxf4 f5 , when Whi te can re treat hi s 
knight to g3 .  

1 2  Ng5 

Original , but hardly good . Either 
1 2  Nf2 or 1 2  Nc3 would have been prefer­
able . 

1 2  Bxg5 
1 3  fxg5 0-0 
1 4  e4 

Perhaps this is what Whi te was counting 
on, al though now in view of the threat 
of • • •  f5-f4 it is di fficult  to sugge st 
anything better . 

1 4  Ndb4 

Whi te ' s  weakness in the centre is  
exploited very energe tically by 
Ljubojevic .  

1 5  e x f5 Rxf5 ! 

Not allowing the exchange sacrifice ,  
which was a very real possibility, 
after 15 . • •  Bxf5 16 Rxf5 ! Rxf5 1 7  Be4 . 

1 6  Rxf5 

There is no longer t ime for 1 6  Be 4 ,  
s ince i t  i s  met by• 1 6  • • .  Rxfl+ 
1 7  Qxf l  Bxc4 and J 8  • • •  Qd4+ ,  winning a 
p iece . 

1 6  Bxf5 
1 7  Ne 3 

Ljubojevic i s  a very dangerous player , 
but when he ho lds the initiat ive he i s  
doubly dangerous . Out of a mul titude 
of continuations the Yugo slav normally 
finds the most ac tive , and the most 
e ffec tive .  And here , refusing to be 
diverted by the cap ture of the doomed 
pawn at d3 , he intensi fies the pre ssure . 

1 7  
1 8  a3 
1 9  Qb3+ 
20 Qxb7 

Qd4 ! 
Nxd3 
Kh8 

20 Bd2 might possibly have been more 
tenacious , but this i s  obvious ly not 
what Whi te was aiming for . 

20 Rb8 
2 1  Qxc6 Nxcl 
22 Qf3 

Hoping for some compl ications after 
2 2  . • .  Qxb2 23  Nxf5 Ne2+ 24 Kh l Qxa f +  
2 5  Bf l , but Ljubojevic reac ts very 
strongly. 

22 
23 Qf2 
24 Qd2 

Just at the right time .  

2 5  Rfl 
26  Bd5 

Bg4 ! 
Nd3 
Rxb2 

g6 
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Amusing, but that ' s  all . 

26 BfS 
Whi te resigns 

Game No . 3 King ' s  Indian Defence 

Portisch Hort 
(Notes by Chandler & Keene) 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 g6 
3 Nc3 Bg7 
4 e4 d6 
s f3  

The S�mi sch variation introdued with 
this move is probably the mos t  severe 
test of Black ' s  resources in the King ' s  
Indian Defence . 

s o-o 
6 Be 3  c 6  

Black plans t o  expand o n  the Q-side to 
counter White ' s  solid centre . Al ter­
natives are 6 . . •  eS and 6 . • •  Nc6 . 

7 Bd 3  a6 
S Nge2 Nbd7 
9 o-o bs 

1 0  Qd2 ReS 

An al ternative is to release the tension 
immediately with IO • • .  bxc4 1 1  Bxc4 Nb6 , 
e . g .  1 2  Bd3 ! ?  a S  1 3  Bh6 ! Nfd7 1 4  Bxg7 
Kxg7 I S  f4 dS 1 6  fS , and White s tands 
s lightly better (Portisch-Jansa ,  Buda­
pest 1 970) . 

1 1  Rad l e6 

Hort i s  borrowing an idea from his game 
with Yugoslav grandmas ter Albin Planinc 
(Madrid 1 9 73) which had gone 1 0  b3 
(instead of I 0 Qd2 )  ReS I I Qd2 e6 
1 2  Rad l Qe7 13  BgS QfS I  with equality.  
Afterwards Hort suggested 1 3  Bh6 ! ?  with 
a poss ible edge for Whi te,  but the ever­
innovative Portisch has a more powerful 
plan . 

1 2  a3 Qe7 
1 3  Nc l !  

Whi te intends to attack on the Q-side , 
and the knight is repositioned . The 
ironic drawback to Black ' s  own Q-side 
expansion is that his pawn advance s 
have weakened the square aS , and this 
is the post Whi te intends to occupy with 
his king ' s  knight . 

I 3 bxc4 
14 Bxc4 Nb6 
I S  Be 2 

The correc t  square - Portisch wants his 
knight on b3,  which would not be 
possible after I S  Ba2 , as White ' s  c4 
square would be unprotec ted . 

I S  Nfd7 
1 6  b4 

Al though Black can promptly el iminate 
his ' a '  pawn, which represents a 
possible future weakne s s ,  this move 
still  serves to fix the aS square as a 
permanent knight outpost . 

1 6  aS 
1 7  Nb3 axb4 
I S  axb4 Ba6 
I 9 NaS Rec8 
20 Rb l Bxe2 
2 1  Nxe2 cS ! ?  

White has a c lear advantage in view of 
Black ' s  backward pawn on c6 , but Hort 
fights back . Now 22 dxcS dxcS 
23 bxcS ? !  RxcS ! would liquidate all of 
the Q-side pawns (24 BxcS QxcS+ wins 
White ' s  knight on aS ) .  Portisch 
chooses the mos t  double-edged contin­
uation, al lowing Black the pos sibil i ty 
of a protected passed pawn in return 
for a considerable ini tiative . 

22 bS c4 
23 Nc6 QeS 
24  Bf4 dS 
2S Nc3 Qf8 
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26 Rfe l ReS 

Whi te threatened 27 exd5 exd5 2S Ne 7+ . 

27 Qf 2 ? !  

An inaccuracy - the adrenalin o f  time­
trouble starts to f low for both s ide s .  
Whi l s t  thi s move does prevent a n  immed­
ia te • . •  e5 (because of the queen ' s  
potential threat on b6 ) ,  Hort could now 
have compl icated matters with 27 . . .  Ra3 ! ,  
and if 2S . Re 3  e5 29 d xe5 Nxe5 ! But 
Hort reciprocates the error by using his 
queen instead , which i s  promptly driven 
back. 

27 

2S Re 3 !  
2 9  Rbe l 

Qa3 ?  

QfS 
dxe4 

Natural ly, Black does not want to clari ­
fy matters in this way , s ince his ' c '  
pawn loses i t s  support ,  but White was 
threatening to capture on d5 and fol low 
up with Ne 7 ,  while 29 • . .  e5 narrowly 
fails to 30 dxe5 Bxe5 ! 31 Bxe5 ! 
( 3 1  Nxe5 d4 ! )  Nxe5 32 exd5 Nd3 33 RxeS 
RxeS 34 RxeS QxeS 35 Qe 2,  which leaves 
Whi te a c lear pawn up . 32 NxeS d4 ! ?  
33 R3e2 dxcJ 34 Nxg6 fol lowed by 
35 Qxb6 also wins material ,  al though the 
resul ting heavy piece endgame could be 
difficul t .  

30 Nxe4 Nf6 
3 1  Qh4 

On 3 1  Bd6 Black has the reso1>1rce 31 . . .  
Nxe4 . 

3 1  Nxe4 
32 fxe4 Nd7 
33 Rh3 hS 
34 Bd2 Ra4 ?  

Stronger is 34 . . .  Ra2 ,  a s  the apparent 

killer 35 Bb4 would mee t  the riposte 
35 • . .  Bxd4 + !  Whi te ' s  bes t  would be 
35 Bc3 ,  maintaining the initiative . 

35 Rf3 fS ?? ! 

In t ime trouble players of ten take 
risks they would normally avoid .  The 
over-sharp text creates some problems 
for Whi te , but is very loosening. 

36 Qg3 Kh7 
37 Qc7 Nf6 
3S BgS ReS 

Naturally not 3S . • .  Nxe4 39 Rxe4 , or 
3S . . .  fxe4 39 Rxf6 . 

39 Qb7 Ra2 ? ?  

A combination o f  time trouble and sus­
tained pre ssure takes its toll , and 
Hort drops a rook . However , the shaky 
whi te king posi tion means precision 
play is s t i l l  require d .  Better i s  
3 9  . . .  RcaS , planning . . .  Ra l .  

40 Bxf6 ! Qxf6 

Of course , the bishop is pinned ! 

4 1  Q•c8 

4 2  Rf2 

QgS 

The sealed , be st , and possibly only 
move to win . 42 Rg3 mee ts 42 . • •  Qd2 
43 Rf l f4 ! 44 Rxg6 Kxg6 45 Qxe6+ Kh7 
46 QfS+ Kh6 4 7  Qxf4+ Qxf4 48 Rxf4 c3  
49  Rf l Rd2 ,  with highly obscure compli­
cations . A sample line might run 5 0  eS 
BfS ! (50 . . .  c 2  5 1  Nb4 ) 5 1  b6 c 2  
5 2  NaS Rxd4 5 3  b7?  BcS ! and Black wins ! !  

42 Rxf 2  
4 3  Kxf 2  Qf4+ 
44 Kgl Qd2 
45 Rf I Qe 3+ 
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46 Kh l Qe2 
47 Ra J c3  

The point of putting the rook on the ' a '  
file would be revealed after 4 7  • . •  f4 
48 Ne5 ! Bxe5 49 dxe5 f3 50 Ra7+, 
winning.  

48 exf5 e xf5 

Or 48 . . .  c2 49  Qxe6 Qd l +  50  Qe l .  

f4 49 Rgl ! 
5 0  Ne5 
5 1  Nf 3 

c 2  
Resigns 

A real heavywe ight posi tional encounter . 

Game No . 4 King ' s  Indian Defence 

Tal Spas sky 
(No tes by Tal) 

I Nf3 Nf6 
2 c4 g6 
3 Nc 3 Bg7 
4 e4 d6 
5 d4 0-0 
6 Be2 eS 
7 0-0 e xd4 
8 Nxd4 Re8 
9 f3  c6  

10  Khl d5 
1 1  cxd5 cxd5 

The plan chosen by Spassky is not very 
new , and also not particularly impressive .  
Possibly he under-e stimated Whi te ' s  next 
move , a l though it has been p layed before . 

1 2  Bg5 d xe4 

I think that the lesser evil was 1 2  • . •  

Nc6 ,  intending to sacri fice the exchange 
in the variation 1 3  Bb5 Qb6 1 4  Nxc6 
bxc6 IS Bxf6 Bxf6 16 Nxd5 cxd5 I 7 Bxe8 
Bb7 . We both asse ssed this position as 
favourable for White . The move played 
i s  even less attractive , since the ' f '  
file i s  opened .  

1 3  f xe4 
1 4  Ndb5 

Nbd7 

(See next diagram) 

There are serious doubts concerning the 
safety of Black ' s  f 7 ,  and Spassky finds 

perhaps the only chance to hold on , one 
which almost proves successful . 

1 4  
1 5  Bf4 

ReS 
Nxe4 ! ?  

I had considered this possibi l i ty ,  but 
not in great  de tai l ,  since I thought 
that i t  should be poss ible to find a 
win here . And that ' s  how i t  proved . 

1 6  Bxe5 Bxe5 
1 7  Nxe4 Qh4 
1 8  h3 qxe4 

'Af ter thi s ' compulsory program' (however ,  
1 8  g 3  Qxe4+ 1 9  Bf3 was also good) I 
thought for a long time , trying to 
choose between two temp ting continuations . 
It appeared that 1 9  Nd6 would win immed­
iate ly. But the variation 1 9  . • •  Bxd6 
20 Qxd6 Qxe 2 2 1  Rae l Qc4 ( i t  is easy 
to see that thi s  i s  the only square for 
the queen, since other moves are decis­
ively me t by 22 Re8+ and 23  Rxf7+) 
22 b3 Qc5 23  Re8+ Kg7 24 Qxc5 Nxc5 
25 Re i ,  where Whi te wins a p iece , did 
not appeal to me , because of 25 . . .  b6 
26 b4 Nd3 27 Rcxc8 Rxc8 28 Rxc8 Nxb4 , 
and in the re sul ting ending it is not 
easy for White to realize his advantage . 
However ,  the other continuation ,  which 
I in fact chose , also appeared very, 
very tempting . 

1 9  Qb3 

The bishop is obviously taboo : after 
1 9  . • • Qxe 2 there are several ways to win . 
I was considering the following:  
20  Rae l Qxb2 2 1  Qxf7+ Kh8 2 2  Nd6 . 

1 9  Nf6 

If I9 • . .  Bf6 , then 20 Qxf 7+ i s  possible , 
or , even s tronge r ,  20 Bc4 . 

20 Bc4 Qh4 ! 



Game No . 4 4 7  

To be frank , in my pre liminary calcul ­
ations I had overlooked thi s move , which 
upse t me , al though it is clear that the 
only al ternative to the queen move is 
resignation, since there is no other 
defence against 2 1  Rae 1 .  

2 1  Bxf 7+? 

I fel t  that this move could not be good , 
and wrote down on my score -shee t another,  
as i t  later turned out , winning, contin­
uation , but my cus tomary s tart ing 
difficulties never theless made them­
selves known . 

2 1  Rae 1 ,  as ini tially intended, would 
have won the game . The point is that 
2 1  . . .  Ne4 is deci sively me t by 22 Rxf7 ! ,  
while in the event of 2 1  . . .  Bg3 22 Re3 
Bxh3 Whi te does not cap ture the bi shop 
immediately,  23 Rxg3 , in view of 23 • . .  

Be6+ 24 Rh3 Bxc4 or 24 . . .  Qxc4 , with an 
unclear position , but includes the in ter­
mediate check 23  Bxf7+ ! Kg7 24 Rxg3 
Be6+ 25 Rh3 , and it is not di fficul t 
to see that in all variations White 
remains with a material advantage 
sufficient for vic tory . 

2 1  Kh8 
22 Rf3 

Earlier I had intended playing 22 Qe 3  
here , s o  as t o  answer 22 . . .  Ne4 with 
23 Bd5 , winning, but then noticed the 
possibility o f  22 . . .  Ng4 , with unclear 
consequence s .  I had to concern myself 
with prophylaxi s .  

22 Bf5 

It should be said that , after spending 
much time on his badly-played opening, 
Spassky was at this point already in 
time troubl e .  Therefore he began to 
choose the sounde st and mo st solid move s ,  
but Whi te ' s  task would have been much 
more di fficult after ei ther 22 . . •  Bg4 , or 
22 • • .  Bd 7 .  The outwardly act ive placing 
of Black ' s  pieces in the direction of 
the centre allows Whi te to consolidate 
the pos i tion ,  and remain the exchange up . 

23 Nc3 Ne4 
24 Nxe4 Bxe4 
25 Qc4 

Thanks to this tac tical nuance , Whi te 
succeeds in consolidating his position . 

25 Rd8 

Again in the same spirit - faced by time 
trouble , Black positions his pieces 
soundly, but 25 . . .  g5 would have been 
more unpleasant for Whi te , aiming to 
provoke a crisis by the threat of 26 . . .  
Bxf3 . 

26 Raf 1  

With each move Whi te s trengthens his 
ranks . 

26 Kg7 
2 7  Be6 

It  can now be said that Black ' s  at tack 
is prac tically played out . In time 
trouble ,  Spassky blunders and loses 
quickly, but Black ' s  defeat was already 
merely a question of time . 

2 7  Rd2 ?  

2 8  Qc5 ! 

Whi te ' s  firs t active move es sentially 
decide s the game . Mate is threatened 
at f8 , and after 28 . • .  Bd6 the rook i s  
los t .  

2 8  Bxf3 
29 Qxe5+ Qf6 
30 Qxf6+ Kxf6 
3 1  Bg4 

What for ? 3 1  Bb3 was perfec tly good . 

3 1  Rxb2 
32 Rxf3+ Re signs 
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Game No . 5 Sicilian Defence 

Kavalek Timman 

I e4 cS 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 
5 Nc 3 d6 
6 BgS e6 
7 Qd2 Be 7  
8 o-o-o o-o 
9 f4 h6 

1 0  Bh4 Bd7 

1 1  NdbS Nxe4 
1 2  Bxe 7 Nxd2 
1 3  Bxd8 Nxf l 
1 4  Rhxf l  Rfxd8 
I S  Nxd6 Rab8 
1 6  Rd2 Ne 7 
1 7  Rfd l Bc6 
1 8  NfS Re8 
1 9  Nd4 

Drawn. 



ROUND 2 

1 2th April 

Karpov (Yz) 1 0 Timman (Yz) 

Spassky (0) Yz 0 Kavalek (Yz) 

Hort (0) Yz Yz Tal (1)  

Ljubojevic ( 1 )  Yz Yz Portisch (1)  

Huhner (Yz) 1 0 Larsen (0) 

Standings after two rounds : HUbner , Karpov , Lj ubojevic , Portisch, Tal - I � ;  
Spassky - I ;  Hor t ,  Kavalek , Timman - ! ;  Larsen - 0 .  

Chess players,  a s  a rule , are an unforgiving people , and for this reason the clash 
between Karpov and Timman was eagerly awaited . After a l l ,  it was the Dutch grand­
mas ter who had inflicted the last tournament defeat on the World Champion . It  
could be expe cted that Karpov would be out for revenge , and in thi s he succeeded 
bri l l iantly.  

In  a Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence , Karpov avoided fashionable continuations and chose an 
outwardly unpre tentious , but highly venomous system, for which Timman was unprepared . 
At any rate , the set-up which he employed is unlikely to find any fol lowers .  The 
entire game was conducted by Karpov in one breath: he consi s tently restric ted his 
opponent ' s  counter-play, seized space inch by inch, and then (after Timman had 
opened up very sl ightly) switched to posi tive action . 

Spassky played very precisely against Kavalek . After obtaining an advantage in 
space , he gradually prepared an offensive on the K-side , and then sacrificed a 
knight . To avoid the wor s t ,  the American Champion was forced to return the sacri ­
ficed ma terial with intere s t .  He pos sibly did not defend as we l l  as he might have 
done , but the defence of such positions is a most unpromi sing busine s s ,  and the 
Ex-World Champion played very convincingly .  

Larsen permi tted himself a number o f  s trategic liberties against Hlibner . However , 
the posi tion was of a blocked nature , and had i t  not been for Larsen ' s  exce ssive 
opt imism (note his sealed move - 4 I  • • •  Rc 3 ) ,  relative equil ibrium would probably 
have been maintained.  HUbner exploited very exactly the s trategic advantages he 
obtained .  

Ljubojevic , after original play in the first  part of the game , obtained a marked 
advantage against Portisch. Then the experienced grandmas ter defended resource­
ful ly ,  whereas his young col league ' s  attacking p lay was rather disorderly, and 
amazingly, Black was able to save the game . 

The short game Hort-Tal was not without intere s t .  The opening variation has 
already occurred at a pretty high leve l .  Hort made a new attempt to refute i t ,  but 
it turned out that Black ' s  po sition was perfec tly viable . Repe tition of move s was 
probably the mos t  logical outcome of the game . 

49 
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Game No . 6 Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence 

Karpov 
(Notes 

e4 

Timman 
by Karpov) 

d6 

When I was preparing for thi s game , I 
had practically no doubt that there 
would be a theore tical di scussion in one 
of the variations of the Pirc-Ufimtsev 
Defence . In reply to I e4 , this is the 
opening set-up that Timman chooses in 
the overwhe lming maj ority of case s .  

2 d4 Nf6 
3 Nc3 g6 
4 g3 

During the period o f  preparation for the 
match the previous year in Baguio ,  I 
devoted much time to fashionable 
variations of the Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence , 
and despite the fact that the Dutch 
grandmas ter is regarded as one of the 
acknowledged exper t s  on this opening , I 
had , as it seems to me , every j ustific­
ation for entering into an analytical 
discussion with him. But , on that 
particular day , I for some reason had 
no wish to repeat lengthy variations 
that h�d been prepared at  home . I fe lt  
l ike experimenting a lit tle , trying 
something new . . • . And I played in 
accordance with my mood . 

4 Bg7 

The undermining 4 . . .  c5 is premature : 
5 dxc5 Qa5 6 cxd6 Nxe4 7 Qd5 ! ,  and 
Black loses materia l .  

5 Bg2 0-0 
6 Nge2 

On several occasions I had already heard 
from many players that the sys tem with 
the f lank development of Whi te ' s  bishop 
is no t a t  all  bad . But in practice i t  
occurs rather rarely,  for which there i s  
a perfectly convincing explana tion. 
Since the time that i t  came to promin­
ence in chess  theory, the Pirc-Ufimtsev 
Defence has acquired the reputation o f  
being a not altogether correct opening . 
In that per iod , so as to confirm thi s 
opinion, all  possible attacking scheme s 
have been intensively  worked out for 
Whi te . It is in thi s direction that the 
theory of thi s ,  as ye t ' young ' ,  opening 

has deve loped . Years have been required 
to ge t away from such an incorrect  
approach, but even now, many unhurried 
strategic plans are , from inert ia ,  still  
in the background . • • . I have perhaps 
digressed sl ightly from the course of 
the game , but sometime s i t  i s  useful to 
carry out such a ' psychoanalysis ' of the 
deve lopment of an opening, so as to get 
away from routine and generally-accepted 
ways of treating i t .  

Instead of thi s last move , Spassky, 
also against Timman (Tilburg 1 978)  con-
tinued 6 Nf 3 ,  and after 6 . . .  Ng4 (Timman 
j us ti fiably thinks that b . . .  c5 7 dxc5 
Qa5 8 c xd6 Nxe4 9 dxe7 Re8 10 0-0 
Nxc 3 I I bxc3 Bxc3 1 2  Rb l Nc6 gives 
Black roughly equal change s )  7 Be 3  Nc6 
8 h3 Bxf3 9 Qxf3 e5 10 dxe5 dxe5 
1 1  0-0 Nd4 1 2  Qd l Qe7 1 3  Nb l h5 ! 
Black seized the initiative . 

6 e5 
7 0-0 Na6 

To all  appearance s ,  not the be st sol­
ution . Now any at temp t to bring this 
knight into play wi l l  involve ei ther 
g1v1ng up the centre ( the exchange 
. • .  exd4 ) , or a considerable loss of 
time . For the moment these consider­
ations may seem rather too genera l ,  and 
even abstract in nature . But as the 
middlegame approache s ,  and particularly 
in the middlegame i tself , the scat tered 
state of Black ' s  forces wil l  cause him 
much inconvenience . 

The ' theore tical ' continuations 7 . . .  c6 
8 a4 aS 9 h3 Re8 1 0  Bg5 Nbd7 1 1  Qd2 
Qc7 1 2  Radl Nb6 1 3  b 3 ,  or 7 • • •  Nc6 
8 dxeS (8 h3? e xd4 9 Nxd4 Nxe4 ! )  
8 . • •  dxe5 9 Bg5 ( 9  Qxd8 Rxd8 1 0  BgS 
Be6 1 1  Nd5 Bxd5 1 2  exdS Nd4 al lows 
Black to equalize )  9 . . .  Be6 1 0  Nd5 
Bxd5 1 1  e xd5 Ne7 1 2  c4 also give s 
White sl ightly the bet ter game . 

Howeve r ,  leading grandmasters (and 
Timman i s  certainly one of them) are 
obliged to have - and usually do have 
their own opinion regarding thi s or 
that bo.ok variation . This enable s 
evaluations to be made more precise , 
and promotes the deve lopment of theory . 

8 Re i c6 
9 h3 
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A typical prophylactic move in such sit­
uation s .  Whi te restricts the opponent ' s  
bi shop , and at the same tiwe creates on 
the K-side a ' no-go area '  also for the 
remaining minor piece s .  

9 Re8 

All Black ' s  hopes of obtaining counter­
play are associated wi th pres sure on the 
e4 pawn . 

1 0  Bg5 

Again a typical device , which pursues 
the same aim - the accumulation of small 
advantage s .  Then all these impercep tible 
fac tors merge together to form that 
superior ity of one se t o f  pieces over 
another , which is cus tomarily called a 
positional advantage . When Black has 
the given pawn formation in the centre , 
this bi shop move is frequently played 
both in the King' s  Indian Defence , and 
in the Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence . On the 
one hand , the pin on the knight i s  
highly unp leasant , e specially since by 
1 1  Qd2 Whi te threatens to enforce i t  
for a long t ime , and i n  general res train 
the development o f  Black ' s  entire K-s ide . 
And on the other hand , Black has con­
s tantly to reckon with the possibility 
o f  Bh6 . It was evidently all  these 
considerations which forced my opponent 
to make hi s next move . 

1 0  h6 

After I O  • • •  Qb6 White could have gained 
an advantage by the s imple 1 1  Rb l ,  since 
1 1  • . •  exd4 1 2  Nxd4 Nc5 1 3  b4 Ncxe4 i s  
clearly unsatisfac tory in view o f  
1 4  Bxe4 ! Nxe4 1 5  Nxe4 Bxd4 1 6  Nf6+ . 

It might appear that Black can attain a 
favourable change in the position by 
I O  • • •  exd4 1 1  Nxd4 , and only here 
l l  • • •  h6 . Indeed ,  after 1 2  Be3 Nc5 
1 3  f 3  Black ' s  pieces come to life ,  but 
by 1 2  Bf4 g5 1 3  Be l I think that White 
maintains a highly attrac tive posi tion . 

1 1  Be3 

Now for the mobil i zation of his forces 
Whi te has economized on one tempo (Qd2 
wil l  involve an attack ) .  and , de spite 
i t s  apparent insignificance , this wi l l  
also p lay a certain rdle i n  the general 

offensive . 

1 1  Qc7 

Black is quite unable to attend to the 
off-side posi tion of hi s knight . Thus 
on 1 1  . • .  exd4 there foll ows 1 2  Bxd4 (if 
12  Nxd4 Nc5 1 3  Bf4 , then by 1 3  . . .  Nh5 
Black throws back the whi te piece s )  
1 2  . . .  Nc5 (probably be s t  here is the 

manoeuvre • . .  Nc 7 -e 6 ,  operating in the 
spirit of the game Sve shnikov-Tseshkov­
sky, Chigorin Memorial Tournament ,  1 9 76 , 
al though thi s also doe s not give Black 
equal chance s )  1 3  e5 ! N h 7  (it  is easy 
to see that this i s  the only move by 
which Black maintains material equality) 
14 exd6 Qxd6 1 5  b4 (also possible i s  
the immediate 1 5  Bxg7 Qxd l 1 6  Raxdl 
Kxg7 1 7  b4 Na6 1 8  b5 , wi th an advan­
tage in the endgame ) 1 5 , . .  Na6 1 6  b5 
cxb5 1 7  N xb5 , wi th clearly the be tter 
chance s for Whi te . 

One thing that is indisputable (wi th 
regard to the move • . .  Qc 7 )  is that the 
movement of this powerful p iece always 
re flects markedly on the position , and 
therefore a post for i t  mus t be sought 
wi th particular care . If there is no 
nece ssity,  a s ,  for example , in the 
present case , thi s should in general 
not be hurried . It  follows that Black 
should perhaps have restricted himse l f  
t o  the prophylactic l l  . . .  Kh7 - since 
all the same thi s move wi l l  have to be 
made sooner or later ! Af ter l l  . . .  Kh7 
1 2  Qd2 Black can rep ly 1 2  . . .  e xd4 
1 3  Bxd4 Nc5 , since the s tandard break­
through 1 4  e5 is no t now poss ible . 
1 3  Nxd4 is again we l l  me t by 1 3  . . .  Nc5 
1 4  f3 d5 ! 1 5  Nxc6 Ncxe4 1 6  fxe4 
( 1 6  Nxd8 Nxd2 1 7  Nxf7 Rxe3 !  1 8  Rxe3 
d4 can hardly satisfy Whi te ) 1 6  . . .  bxc6 , 
and Black has a good game . 

1 2  Qd2 Kh7 

Now on 1 2  . . •  e xd4 Whi te would reply 
1 3  Nxd4 , s ince all the same Black has 
to was te a tempo on the de fence of his 
h6 pawn. 

1 3  Rad l 

Thus Whi te has emerged from the opening 
with a lead in development and a more 
expedient arrangement of his force s .  

1 3  Bd 7 



5 2  Round 2 

If 1 3  • . •  Be 6 ,  then by 1 4  g4 Rad8 I S  f4 
Bc4 1 6  Ng3 White retains an equal ly 
promising position as in the game . 

On the threshold of the middlegame i t  i s  
always useful t o  weigh up the resources 
of both side s ,  and to make adj ustments 
to one ' s  initial p lans . Here I sank 
into thought ,  and soon came to the con­
clus ion that straight-forward p lay in 
the centre would not get me anywhere . 
Now, wi th the aim of se izing fresh terri­
tory, the K-side pawns must be advanced .  
But I did not wish t o  p lay 1 4  f4 immed­
iately .  It would be illogical to 
increase the tension s traight away - all 
the same Whi te wil l  subsequently have to 
p lay g3-g4 , so why no t firs t util ize a 
re source for strengthening the position , 
such as g3-g4 and Ng3 . At the same time 
Whi te also solve s  an important s trategic 
problem - he reinforces his e4 pawn . 

1 4  g4 Rad8 
IS Ng3 Bc8 

The advance f2-f4 can be radically prev­
ented only by • . .  g6-g5 , but Black ' s  
posi tion is not ye t so bad for him to 
decide on such a de sperate measure . 

1 6  f4 

Whi le Black has been comp le ting the 
opening mobili zation of his force s ,  
White has succeeded in carrying out in 
ful l his projected plan .  Black has some 

highly unpleasant problems to solve .  
He can prevent the further advance of 
the K-side pawns only by opening the 
centre , but thi s wi l l  lead to a further 
increase of White ' s  spatial advan tage . 
In the end Timman made a move which I 
most expected of him in thi s situation . 

1 6  bS 

One of Timman ' s  favourite move s ,  but 
here , since Whi te is not ye t weakened 
on the Q-side , it is very easy for him 
to neutralize his opponent ' s  threats . 

1 7  a3 b4 ? !  

Having lost the battle on the K-side , 
the Dutch grandmaster wishes at any 
price to initiate complications on the 
other parts of the board . It would have 
been more sensible not to break up his 
pawns , but to stick to wai ting tac tics , 
s ince now Whi te can advantageously 
transpose into any endgame . In the 
game , it is true , things do not come 
to that • . .  

1 8  axb4 Nxd4 
1 9  Nce2 

Black ' s  idea was to somehow bring his 
pieces together , by playing . . .  a7-a5 , 
. . .  Ba6 , . • •  exd4 and • • •  c6-c5 . But , as 
the reader can see , this is a lengthy 
proce ss , and Whi te succeeds in hindering 
his opponent ' s  plan . 

1 9  e xd4 

In the event of 1 9  • . •  a5 Black was j usti­
fiably afraid o f  the consolidating reply 
20  c3 .  But his last  move signifies 
some thing even more . By surrendering 
the centre , Black as though acknowledges 
that he has lost the opening ba ttle . 
The strategic initiative is now totally 
on Whi te ' s  s ide . Also pre tty cheerless 
was 1 9  . • .  c5 20 fxeS dxeS (20 . . •  cxd4 
lose s a piece ) 21 dS . 

20 Nxd4 aS 

Whi te ' s  subsequent play e ssential l y  
reduces to preventing the opponent ' s  
pieces from coming into p lay . 

2 1  c3  Na6 
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2 2  Qc 2 !  

A subtle move ,  which, firstly, prevents 
the black knight from moving to cS (in 
view of the reply b2-b4 ! ) ,  and secondly,  
continues the previous s trategic policy 
- strengthening of the e4 pawn . 

22 Bd7 

Intending nevertheless to p lay • • .  NcS , 
for which the c6 pawn must be defended 
in advance (23  . . .  Nc5 24 b4 cxb4 
25 cxb4 Ne6 ) .  

23  Nf3 Re 7 

23 . • .  Nc5 no longer works because of 
24 eS . Perhap s Black should have 
decided on 23 . . .  c5 , a lthough i t  is true 
that in this case the knight at a6 has 
the appearance o f  a ' l iving reproach' . 

24 Bf2 

One of the last prophylactic move s .  
Prior t o  his decis ive offensive , Whi te 
places his p ieces in the mos t  harmonious 
way possible , and . • •  once again rein­
forces his forepost at  e4 ! 24 Qd3 is 
premature in view of 24 • . .  Bc8 .  

24 Be8 

A tactical mi stake . However,  Black ' s  
posi tion was so bad ,  and was so disliked 
by my opponent , that I sensed that the 
show-down was imminent .  

25 Qd3 !  Qb7 

In the event of 25 • • •  Nb8 Black suffers 
heavy los s o f  material after 26  e S .  

2 6  Ra 1 !  

Another subtle move , which essentially 
conclude s the game . Black is unable to 
de fend hi s Q-side weaknes se s ,  while 
26  . . .  Qxb2 clearly fai l s  to 27 Reb 1 ,  
trapping the queen . 

26 Nc7 
27 Rxas Rdd 7 
28 b4 Ne6 
29 Be 3  

The position i s  completely won for Whi te , 
but even so a certain accuracy is re ­
quired .  Thus a fter 29 Qd2 dS ! ?  Black 
could have obtained some thing resembling 
counter-play : 30 eS Ne4 3 1  Nxe4 dxe4 
32 Nd4 cS , with comp l ication s .  

2 9  cS 
30 £5 Nd8 
3 1  bS 

For ' complete happine s s ' ,  it remains 
for Whi te to play c3-c 4 ,  so as to 
achieve domination over the whole board . 

3 1  Kh8 
32 Bf2 Qc 7 
33 Ra4 Qb8 
34 c4 

Whi te ' s  pieces have completed their 
great work . Al l that remains i s  for 
him to shoot gently,  but accura te ly, at 
the goal . 

34 Ra7 
35 Rxa7 Rxa7 
36 eS dxeS 
37 NxeS Ra2 
38 BxcS Resigns 
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Game No . 7 Old Indian Defence 

Spas sky Kava lek 
(Notes by Br>onstein) 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 d6 
3 Nc3 Nbd7 
4 e4 e5 
5 d5 

The technical mastery o f  the bes t  grand­
masters in the world has today reached 
such a high leve l  of per fec tion , that 
this mode st crossing of the equator by 
a single pawn enables Spassy to create 
an irresistible attack . Le t us no t ,  
however , precip i tate events . 

5 Be 7 
6 Nf3 0-0 
7 Be 2  Nc5 
8 Qc2 aS 
9 Be3 b6 

1 0  h3 h6 
1 1  0-0-0 Nh7 
1 2  g4 Ng5 

Kava lek has chosen a di ffi cul t opening 
variation. Black ' s  Q-side pawns occupy 
openly de fensive posi tions , and this has 
al lowed Spassky calmly to c as t le long, 
since no opening of l ine s in this region 
is foreseeable . 

It turns out , however ,  that there is 
much more to Black ' s  plan than this - he 
has not only decided to take up a passive 
posi tion on the Q-s ide , but the black 
p ieces are ready for all-round defence 
over his entire terri tory . Now the 
American grandmaster o ffers the exchange 
of knights ,  a fter which the windows and 
doors in Black ' s  fortress would be so 
solidly boarded · up ,  that a draw could be 
agreed.  Having the white piece s ,  Spassky 
naturally considers himself  obl iged to 
continue his searches for a break-through 
poin t .  " Seek, and ye shal l  find " .  

1 3  Nd2 Nh7 
1 4  Nf3 Ng5 

A tac i t  o ffer of a draw. Whi te tries a 
new p lan . 

1 5  Ne ! Nh7 
1 6  Ng2 Bg5 
1 7  h4 Bxe3+ 
1 8  Nxe3 g6 

1 9  Rdfl 
20 Kbl 

Bd7 
Qe7 

After White avo ided exchanging knights , 
he was forced to agree to the exchange 
of the black-squared bishop s .  

In the resul ting position Whi te i s  faced 
with two problems . The first is not to 
al low Black to break out with . . .  f7 -f5 . 
The second is to find a way to break 
through Black ' s  chain of pawns . Spassky 
ful fils  his task wi th enormous wi l l -to­
win, exceptional imagination , and 
enviable technical mas tery . And even 
so , enthusiasts wi l l  no doubt be found , 
who wil l want to try out for themse lve s 
this fire-resistant ' Kavalek wal l ' .  

2 1  f3 Kg7 
22 Rf2 Nf6 
23  Qd2 Rae8 
24 Bd l 

The two players calmly manoeuvre , 
strengthening to the maximum the placing 
o f  their forces . Whi te , i t  i s  true , has 
more space , and in Black ' s  position i t  
i s  cramped . Thi s  crowded state i s  
aggravated by the whi te ' d '  pawn , which 
back in the opening drove a wedge into 
the black posit ion . It not only re­
strains the d6 pawn , but also controls 
the important squares c6 and e 6 .  

24 Nh7 
25 Bc2 Rb8 
26 Nb5 Rbc8 
27 Rfh2 Rh8 
28 Rg l Rhf8 

Whi le Whi te ski l ful ly concentrates his 
forces for the decisive break-through , 
Black not only does not evacuate his 
king to the Q-side , but as though 
invi te s hi s opponent to come at him. 

29  g5 h5 
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30 Nf5+ gxf5 
3 1  exf5 Kh8 
32 Rhg2 

Thi s is the point of the Ex-World Cham­
pion ' s plan .  By sacrificing a knight , 
Spas sky has prepared the irresistible 
advance o f  his king ' s  knight ' s  pawn . 
Now Kavalek ' s  cus tomary composure des­
erts him, and he has tens to organize 
act ive counter-measure s .  

32 
33 fxe4 
34 g6 
35 fxg6 
36 gxh7 

e4 
Qe5 
fxg6 
Rf4 

In order to hal t  the a t tack , Kavalek 
made a counter-sacri fice of a minor 
piece ,  and for the time being has 
re tarded Whi te ' s  offens ive . 

36 Bg4 
37 a3  

has 

Reminding his opponent that,  apart from 
a K-side , in chess  there is also a Q­
s ide . Since his direct  attack on the 
black king has been repul sed , Spassky 
prepares an offensive in the centre . 

37  Rcf8 
38 Qd4 R8 f7 
39 Qxe5+ dxe5 
40 Nc 3 Kxh7 
4 1  Ka2 Nd 7 
42 Rd2 Rf2 
4 3  Rgg2 Rxg2 
44 Rxg2 Nf8 

(see next diagram) 

Black is defending quite splendidly. 
Now he intends to  e liminate the h4 pawn 
with his knight , and then push through 
his  ' h '  pawn to the queening square . 
Whi te has to hurry . 

45 b4 axb4 
46 axb4 Kg7 
4 7  c5 bxc5 
48 bxc5 Ng6 
49  Rh2 Kf8 
50 Ba4 Rf6 
5 1  Kb3 Rf3 
52 Kc4 Ke 7 
5 3  Rb2 

White abandons his ' h '  pawn to its  fate , 
since he has accurately calculated that 
his at tack on the c 7  pawn wi l l  lead to 
vic tory more quickly than the black pawn 
wi l l  promote to a queen . 

53 Rf 7 
54  d6+ cxd6 
55 cxd6+ Kf8 
5 6  Rd 2 Bd7 
5 7  Bxd7 Rxd7 
58 Kd5 

The place of the d5 pawn is taken by the 
king . 

58 Ke8 

Without waiting for Spassky ' s  reply,  
Kavalek conceded defeat .  

An excellently p layed game by  bo th 
players . If only in the chess  world 
there were more such s trong tournament s ,  
and such uncompromis ing due l s !  

Game No . 8 Queen ' s  Gambit 

Hort Tal 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 d5 
4 Nc3 Be 7  
5 Bg5 h6 
6 Bh4 0-0 
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7 e 3  b6 
8 Qb3 Bb7 
9 Bxf6 Bxf6 

1 0  cxdS exdS 
1 1  Be 2  c6  
1 2  0-0 Nd7 
1 3  Rfe l Re8 
1 4  e4 Nf8 
I S  Rad l Ne6 
1 6  eS Be 7  
1 7  Rd2 BgS 

23 exfS exfS 
24 NeS NxeS 

1 8  Rdd l  Be7 
1 9  Rd2 BgS 

25 RxeS Be4 
Drawn . 26  Bxe4 fxe4 

27  Qxe4 Bf6 
28 RhS g6 
2 9  RdS Qe8 

Game No. 9 French Defence 30 Qd3 c6 
3 1  bxc6 Qxc6 

Ljubojevic Fortis eh 32 Bxf6 Rxf6 
33 h3 Ra f8 

I e4 e6 34 Qd4 Rxf4 
2 d3 dS 35 Rxf4 Rxf4 
3 Nd2 Nf6 36 Rd8+ Rf8 
4 Ngf3 Nc6 37 Rxf8+ Kxf8 
5 c3  Bd6 38 Qh8+ Kf7 
6 b4 aS 39 Qxh7+ Kf6 
7 bS dxe4 40 Qh4+ Ke6 
8 dxe4 NeS 4 1  Qg4+ Ke 7  
9 NxeS BxeS 42 Qd4 Kf7 

1 0  Qc2 Nd 7 43  h4 a4 
1 1  Nc4 Bf6 
1 2  Be 2  NeS 
1 3  Ne3 Be 7  
1 4  f4 Ng6 
I S  0-0 BcS 
1 6  Khl 0-0 
1 7  Nc4 

(see next diagram) 

1 7  fS 
1 8  Bd3 Qe 7  
1 9  Bd2 b6 
20 Rae l Qd7 44 c4 Qe6 
2 1  Be 3  Be7 45 Kh2 Qe 7  
2 2  Bd4 Bb7 46 Qf2+ Kg7 
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4 7  Qf4 a3 
4S Qd4+ Kf 7 
49 Kg3 Qb4 
so Qf2+ Kg7 
S I  Qd4+ Kf7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 1 0  French Defence 

Hubner Larsen 
34 d4 

I d4 e6 35 Bd2 BfS 
2 e4 dS 36 Qb3 ReS 
3 Nd2 Ne6 37 Re i RaaS 
4 Ngf3 Nf6 3S Ra2 Rxe ) +  
5 eS Nd 7 39 Bxe )  NaS 
6 Nb3 aS 40 Qd l ReS 
7 a4 b6 4 1  Re2 Re3 
s e 3  Be l  42 Rxe3  dxe3 
9 Bd3 Ba6 4 3  Qe2 QcS 

1 0  Bxa6 Rxa6 
1 1  0-0 RaS 
1 2  Re i NfS 
1 3  Nbd2 Ng6 
1 4  Nf l Qd7 
I S  Qe 2  0-0 
1 6  Ng3 RaeS 
1 7  NhS f6 
I S  Nf4 Nxf4 
1 9  Bxf4 fS 
20 Reb l  RaS 
2 1  QbS RfeS 
22 BgS BfS 44 Be 3  Qe4 
23  Bd2 h6 45 Bxb6 Nb3 

46 Be 3 Na l 
4 7  Qe2 Qxa4 
4S b6 Nb3 
4 9  Qc2 Qe4 
so Qa2 QdS 
S I  Nf4 Qd l +  
5 2  Kh2 e 2  
5 3  Qxb3 Res i gns 

24 b4 gS 
25 h4 g4 
26 Ne I QeS 
27  Qd3 axb4 
2S e xb4 Ra7 
2 9  Be3 Re aS 
30 Qd l NdS 
3 1  bS eS 
32 dxeS BxeS 
33 Nd3 Nb7 
34 g3 



ROUND 3 

1 3th April 

Larsen (0) Yz Yz Karpov (1 \/z) 
Portisch (1 \/z) 1 0 Hiibner (1 Yz) 

Tal (1 \/z) Yz Yz Ljubojevic ( 1  \/z) 
Kavalek (\/z) Yz Yz Hort (\/z)  
Timman (\/z) Yz Yz Spassky (1)  

Standings after three rounds : Portisch - 2 � ;  Karpov , Ljubo jevic , Tal - 2 ;  
HUhner ,  Spassky I � ;  Hort ,  Kavalek , Timman - I ;  Larsen - ! .  

In thi s round the Hungarian grandmas ter played wha t was probably his be st game at 
Montreal . I don ' t know whether hi s tenth move was a dis covery found a t  the board,  
or whether he  had already reached thi s posi tion in  hi s s tudy in  Budape s t ,  but in 
e ither event, it seems to me that the sys tem which Black adopts from time to time 
in the hope of a relatively  quiet draw has been refuted by Porti sch ' for  good ' . 
His move 1 0  Be3 signi ficantly, perhaps even deci sively,  improves the variation in 
compari son with the recent game Korchnoi-Ljubojevi c ,  where Black almost  equalized .  

Por tisch conduc ted the entire game bri l l iantly.  He strategically outp layed HUhner ,  
by tactical means gained a decisive material advantage , and realized i t  wi th 
impeccable technique . 

The Larsen-Karpov game took a very intere s ting course.  Remembering that the World 
Champion i s  unwi l l ing to par t wi th chess material , in the opening Larsen began 
holding on to a pawn he had captured on the third move . Subsequently Karpov had 
to solve some very diffi cul t problems . He p layed very actively,  ente rprisingly ,  
sacrificing the exchange at the right time , and al though he d i d  n o t  succeed in 
t ipping the balance his way, there was nevertheless no que st ion of a serious 
advantage for Larsen . The game was adj ourned,  but probably only so that the papers 
could point out that Larsen was the exchange ahead .  On the following day the game 
was agreed drawn without being re sumed . 

In the Timman-Spassky game there was a top ical variation of the Ruy Lope z ,  activity 
by Whi te on the K-side ,  and coun ter-play by Bl ack in the centre . The play of both 
s ide s was grandmaster-l ike , in the be st sense of this word .  And only when there 
was no point in playing on did they agree to a draw. 

As usua l ,  Ljubojevic p layed the opening in original fashion against Tal . Whi te 
gained a positional advantage , but probably did not choose the bes t  plan for 
reali zing i t .  Howeve r ,  I am not convinced that after the al ternative continuation 
Ljubojevi c ' s tact ical resourcefulness would not have told . The Yugoslav grand­
master found several di fficul t  move s ,  and after simpli fication it became clear that 
for Whi te to continue playing for a win entailed serious risk s .  I therefore forced 
perpetual check . 

58  
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Perhaps the f i r s t  genuine ' grandmaster ' (not in the be s t  sense o f  this word) draw 
was agreed in the Kavalek-Hort game . A Queen ' s  Gambi t ,  a theore tical posi tion and 
- a  handshake . 

Game No . 1 1  Caro-Kann Defence 

[,arsen Karpov 
(Notes by Chandler) 

I e4 c6 
2 c4 ! ?  d5 
3 exd5 cxd5 
4 cxd5 Nf6 

4 . • .  Qxd5 gives a typical i solated QP 
position at the expense of tempi with 
the queen . Whi te could then try an 
interes ting fine sse to gain good attack­
ing prospects with 5 Nc3 Qd8 6 d4 Nf6 
7 Nf 3 e6 8 Bd 3 ! ?  (instead of 8 Bc4 ) Bel 
9 0-0 0-0 10 Bc 2 Nc6 1 1  a3 b6 1 2  Qd 3 
Bb7 1 3  Re i !  and now Black is forced to 
weaken hi s kingside with 1 3  . • •  g6 , as 
1 3  . . .  Rc8 al lows the killer 14 dS ! exdS 
IS BgS g6 16 Rxe 7 ! , winning . 

S Qa4+ 
6 Nc 3 
7 d4 

Nbd7 
g6 

A new move , emphasi sing the scope for 
innovat ion available in this whole , 
generally undere s timated , variation. 
Previously played was 7 g3  Bg7 8 Bg2 
0-0 9 Nge2 as in Sue tin-Georgadze 
(Kis lovodsk 1 97 2 ) , where Black could 
now try 9 • . .  NcS ! ?  1 0  Qc4 b6 1 1  d4 Ba6 
1 2  NbS Rc8 ! 

7 Bg7 
8 Qb3 0-0 
9 BgS Nb6 

I 0 Bxf6 Bxf6 
1 1  Nf3 Bg7 

A dif ficul t decision - I I  . . •  BfS develops 
a piece but does not solve Black ' s  basic 
problem of the cramping extra pawn on dS . 
Karpov intends to el iminate thi s pawn by 
. . •  e6 , but I l . • •  e6 immediately would 
have al lowed 1 2  d6 ! Qxd6 1 3  Ne4 Qe7 
1 4  Nxf6+ with dark-square contro l ,  e . g .  
1 4  . . .  Qxf6 I S  BbS ! ?  a 6  1 6  Bd3 NdS 
1 7  Be4 Nf4 1 8  0-0 followed by g2-g3 
and NeS .  

1 2  Be 2  e6 
1 3  dxe6 Bxe6 

14 QbS 

By gambi ting the ' e '  pawn Karpov has 
gained considerable pressure on the 
central file s .  Whi te must be careful 
- 14 Qd l Nc4 IS Rb l Rc8 is be tter for 
Black . 

Larsen ' s  idea with the game continuation 
(ins tead of Qb4 immediately) is that 
af ter Black ' s  rep ly the ' a '  pawn can 
later be cap tured on a6 . 

1 4  a6 

14 . . .  Bxd4 I S  Nxd4 Qxd4 16 Rd l 1vould 
cede Whi te the initiative due to hi s 
we l l -posted queen and the weakened dark 
squares around the black king . Now 
Larsen must continue to p lay accurately 
- I S QaS ? NdS 1 6  Qxd8 Rfxd8 1 7  0-0 
Rac8 and Black wi l l  not have a material 
deficit  much longe r .  

I S  Qb4 NdS 
1 6  Qxb7 ! ?  

Larsen evidently subscribes to the 
theory that the more you take the more 
you can give back to survive . Karpov ' s  
reply seems correct - both 1 6  • . .  Nf4 
1 7  0-0 and 1 6  . . .  QaS 1 7  0-0 Rfb8 
1 8  Qc6 leave Whi te material up with 
defensive possibilitie s .  

1 6  Rb8 
1 7  Qxa6 Rxb2 
1 8  Nxd5 QxdS 
1 9  0-0 Ra8 
20 Qd3 Raxa2 
2 1  Rxa2 Qxa2 
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22 Re i Bf8 
23 Bf l !  

Be tter than 23  Kf l Rc2 ,  or 23  Qa6 ?  Bb4 
24 Qxa2 Bxa 2 .  

23  Bb4 

The mouse trap , as  Larsen calls i t ,  would 
snap shut after 23  . . •  Rxf2 24 Be 2 !  

24 Re i 

24 Re2 Rxe 2  25 Bxe 2 saves the ' f ' pawn, 
but Black should be able to l iquidate to 
a drawn opposite-coloured bi shop ending 
with 25 • • •  Bd5 followed by capturing on 
f 3 .  

24 
25 d5 ! 

Rxf2 ! ?  
Rxf l + !  

On 25 . . .  Bxd5 26 Qd4 would threaten Qx f2  
and ReS+ . 25 • . •  Bf5 covers the c8 square , 
but nevertheless 26 Qd4 Rb2 27 d6 , and 
the advance of the passed p awn wi l l  be 
decisive . A third alternative was 
25 • • •  Qa7 26 Qd4 Qxd4 27 Nxd4 Rxf l +  
28 Kxf l Bxd5 with a similar si tuation to 
that in the game , but Whi te could try 
26 Kh l .  

Karpov in fact offered a draw here , but 
naturally Larsen plays on a little longe r .  

26  Qxf l 
27 Khl 
28 Rd l 
29 Rb l 
30 Ra l 

Qxd5 
Be7 
Qb7 
Qa7 
Qc5 

With pawns on just one s ide of the board , 
losing chances are minimal - indeed i t  
i s  no t s o  c lear who is be tter ! Black ' s  
bishop pair and extra pawn should keep 
the rook at bay . 

3 1  Nd2 Kg7 

32 Re i Qd4 
33 Qe2 Bf6 
34 Ne4 Bh4 
35 Rd l Qe5 
36 Qf3 h5 
37 Qc3 Qxc3 
38 Nxc3 Bf6 
39 Ne4 Be5 
40 Kg ! Bf5 
4 1  Nc5 Bc 7 
42 Na6 Bf4 
43  Nb4 Be6 

Drawn. 

Game No . 1 2  Engl i sh Opening 

Portisah Huhner 
(Notes by Tal )  

I c4 Nf6 
2 Nc3 c5 
3 Nf3 d5 
4 c xd5 Nxd5 
5 d4 cxd4 

This continuation has been p layed before , 
but I would think that after this game 
i t  i s  unlikely to be adopted at grand­
master leve l .  A much tenser game re­
sul ts af ter 5 . . •  Nxc3 ,  5 . . .  e6 or 5 . . .  Nc6 . 

6 Qxd4 Nxc3 
7 Qxc3 Nc6 
8 e4 Bg4 

In a game with me at Sochi ( 1 9 77 ) ,  
Zhuravlev continued here 8 • • .  Qa5 , but 
the resul ting ending was highly a ttrac­
tive even for me , and I am no great 
lover of this s tage of the game . 

9 Bb5 
1 0  Be 3 !  

Rc8 

Up to this point the game has taken the 
identical course of Korchnoi-Ljubojevic 
(Belgrade , 1 979) . Here Korchnoi contin-
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ued 1 0  0-0 a6 1 1  Bxc6+ Rxc6 1 2  Qe 3 
Bxf3 1 3  Qxf3 g6 , and Black succeeded 
in almo s t  equalizing. Porti sch ' s  con­
tinuation is much more effective . Whi te 
is not at all  bothered about the doub­
ling of his pawns on the ' f '  file - time 
i s  much more important ! 

1 0  Bxf3 
1 1  gx£3 a6 

Black still  cannot develop - his a7 pawn 
is under at tack . 

1 2  Rd l !  Qc7 
1 3  Bxc6+ Qxc6 
14 Qd4 ! 

It would appear tha t  the outcome of the 
game is decided . 

1 4  f6 
15 0-0 

1 5  e5 

It i s  difficult to imagine that 15 . . .  Qe6 
would have been more tenacious . Whi te 
could have continued,  say, 1 6  Kg2 ,  and 
as before Black has no normal way of 
deve loping . 

1 6  Qa7 !  

From here the queen disorganizes the 
opponent ' s  entire defence . After the 
inevitable exchange of one pair of rooks , 
the di fference in s trength of the re­
maining forces becomes too appreciable . 

1 6  Be7 
1 7  Re i Qd7 
1 8  Rxc8+ Qxc8 
1 9  Re i Qd7 
20 Qa8+ ! 

A smal l ,  but important tactical nuance . 
If 20 Qb8+ Bd8 2 1  Rc8 Ke 7 22 Bc5+ Ke6 

T.A.L-D 

23 Bb6 , then 23 . • .  Bc7 ! ,  and unexpectedly 
i t  i s  Black who wins ! 

20 Bd8 
2 1  Rc8 Kf 7 

22 Bb6 

Now in the variation given above the 
whi te queen is no t threatened . 

22 Bxb6 
23 Rxh8 

Por tisch has accurately calculated that 
Black has no time to create counter­
play, in view of the deadly threat of 
24 Qg8+.  

23  Kg6 

No be t ter is 23 . . .  Bxf 2+ 24 Kg2 . 

24 Qe8+ 

The remainder , as i t  is cus tomary to 
say, i s  a matter of technique . The 
fact that thi s technique comes naturally 
to Portisch i s  readily demons trated by 
the Hungarian grandmas ter . 

24 Qxe8 
25 Rxe8 Bd4 
26 b4 Bc 3 
2 7  a 3  Bb2 
28 a4 Ba3 
29 Rb8 Bxb4 
30 Rxb7 Bc3 
3 1  K£ 1 h5 
32 Ke 2 a5 
33 f4 exf4 
34 K£ 3 f5 
35 Rb6+ Kg5 
36 Rb5 g6 
3 7  e5 Bd2 
38 h4+ Kh6 
39 Rb7 Re signs 
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Game No . 1 3  Sicil ian Defence Game No . 1 4  Queen ' s  Gambi t  

Tal Ljubojevia Kavalek Hart 

I e4 c5 I c4 Nf6 
2 Nf3 e6 2 Nc 3 e6 
3 d4 c xd4 3 Nf3 d5 
4 Nxd4 a6 4 d4 c5  
5 Nc3 b5 5 cxd5 Nxd5 
6 Bd3 Bb7 6 e4 Nxc3 
7 0-0 Nc6 7 bxc3 cxd4 
8 Nxc6 Bxc6 8 c xd4 Nc6 
9 Qe2 Nf6 9 Bc4 b5 

1 0  e5 Nd5 1 0  Be 2  Bb4+ 
1 1  Nxd5 Bxd5 1 1  Bd2 Qa5 
1 2  a4 Qa5 1 2  Rb l Bxd2+ 

1 3  Qxd2 a6 
14  Qxa5 Nxa5 
1 5  Kd2 Ke 7 
1 6  Rhc l Bd7 
1 7  Ke 3  Rhc8 
1 8  Ne5 Be8 
1 9  f4 f6 
20 Nf3 

1 3  Rd l b4 
14  Bf4 Qb6 
1 5  Be4 Bxe4 
1 6  Qxe4 Rc8 
1 7  Rd2 Bc5 
1 8  Rad l 0-0 
1 9  Rxd7 Bxf2+ 
20 Kf l Bc5 
2 1  Rb7 Qa5 Drawn . 
22 b3 RedS 
2 3  Rdd7 Rxd7 
24 Rxd 7 Rd8 
25 Rxd8+ QXd8 Game No . 1 5  Ruy Lopez 

Timman Spas sky 
(Notes by Tal )  

I e 4  e5 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 Bb5 a6 
4 Ba4 Nf6 
5 0-0 Be 7  
6 Re i b5 
7 Bb3 d6 
8 c 3  0-0 
9 d4 Bg4 

26 Ke 2 h6 1 0  d5 Na5 
27  Bd2 Qc7 1 1  Bc2 c6 
28 g4 a5 1 2  h3 Bc8 
29 h4 Be l 1 3  dxc6 Qc7 
30 h5 Bg5 1 4  Nbd2 Qxc6 
3 1  Qa8+ 1 5  Nf l Nc4 

Drawn . 1 6  Ng3 



Games Nos .  1 3 ,  1 4 ,  I S  

Here Gligoric considers that the immed­
iate 1 6  a4 may be more dangerous for 
Black . 

1 6  Re8 
I 7 a4 Bb7 
1 8  Bd3 Bf8 
1 9  Qe2 dS ! 

This thema tic break immediately relieves 
Black of any difficul tie s  he might have 
had , and soon i t  is White who has to 
worry about maintaining the balance as 
exac tly as possible . 

20 axbS axbS 
2 1  Rxa8 Bxa8 
22 e xdS NxdS 
23 NfS 

23  e4 ! 

Radically nipp ing in the bud all  Whi te ' s  
possibil i ties on the K-side , and trans­
pos ing into an advantageous ending, 
al though it is true that this advantage 
is purely theoretical . 

24 Bxe4 Nxc3  
25  bxc3 Rxe4 
26 Qxe4 Qxe4 
2 7  Rxe4 Bxe4 
28 N5d4 b4 
29 Nd2 

The mo s t  accurate . 

29 Nxd2 
30 Bxd2 bxc3 
31 Bxc3 

Drawn . 

6 3  



ROUND 4 

14th April 

Karpov (2) 0 Spassky (1 Y2) 
Hort (1)  Y2 Y2 Timman (1) 
Ljubojevic (2) 1 0 Kavalek (1) 
Huhner (1 Y2) Y2 Yz Tal (2) 
Larsen (Y2)  0 1 Portisch (2 Y2) 

Standings after four rounds : Port isch - 3 ! ;  Karpov, Ljubo jevic -3 ; Tal - 2 ! ;  
Hlibner - 2 ;  Hort ,  Spassky, Timman - I ! ;  Kavalek - I ;  Larsen - ! .  

In Montreal the World Champ ion seemed to be aiming to worry his future match 
opponent s .  In the Karpov-Spassky game there occurred a variation of the Queen ' s  
Gambit  whi ch had been examined in de tail by Anatoly prior to and during the match 
in Baguio . 

Then Karpov had been faced with the problem of neutral i zing Whi te ' s  opening advan­
tage . It cannot be said that he and his seconds solved thi s  problem completely.  
But , in a l l  probability ,  the po sition i s  not  so inoffensive for Black . On this 
occasion Karpov was irr command of the whi te p iece s .  The duel took on particular 
interes t ,  since Spassky had frequently demonstrated the viabi l i ty of this position 
for Black . In his game wi th Karpov he did not succeed in doing thi s .  

It  is  di fficul t t o  say what the Ex-World Champion feared,  in avo iding the generally 
accepted theore tical continuations . He no doubt had some j usti fication for doing 
so . But the continuation chosen by him did not bring Black any signi fican t  relief . 
Karpov conducted the game in the be st traditions of Capablanca ( I ' m  sorry , to com­
pare the play of two World Champions i s  no t done , and i t  i s  also against my prin­
ciples,  but i t ' s a fact ! ) .  

The win by the tournament leader Por tisch over Larsen turned out to be indeed a 
Pyrrhic victory . The opening was a copy of the beginning of their game from the 
Interzonal Tournament in Bie l ( 1 9 76 ) .  Porti sch played actively,  and Larsen defended 
resource ful ly.  An intere s ting s truggle , not without its  mi s take s ,  turned in favour 
of the Dane . A time trouble mi stake by Portisch could probably have led to a 
decisive advantage for Whi te , had he played 39 Be2 .  But Larsen overlooked thi s 
continua tion ,  and then in searching for the win that was no longer there he used up 
his last few seconds and overs tepped the time l imi t .  Everyone was unhappy wi th the 
resul t of the game : Portisch ' s riva l s ,  and Larsen , and Portisch himsel f ,  a true 
sport sman , who does not l ike gifts o f  fate . The Hungarian grandmaster even made a 
reque st to the controlle r ,  but • • •  a law i s  a law, and the re sul t had to s tand . It  
would appear that this game had a strong effe c t  on Portisch ' s  mood ; at any rate , 
the next game he won was onl y  after a further 9 rounds . 

An intere sting opening duel in the Ljubo jevic-Kavalek game led to a pos�t�on wi th a 
slight posi tional advantage for Whi te .  The Yugo slav grandmaster found an ori ginal 
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Game No . 1 6  65 

way to increase hi s advantage . Kava lek defended resourcefully,  but the opening 
sins he had commi tted nevertheless told deep into the endgame . 

Hort and Timman demonstrated clearly the ir stronge st sides in their meeting with 
each o ther . After some opening inaccuracies by Whi te , Timman seized the ini t iative 
by some original manoeuvre s .  After conducting the first part of the game quite 
splendidly, he obtained an overwhe lming advantage . But in a winning posit ion the 
Dutchman allowed himse l f  to relax - thi s happens wi th him - and Hort ' s  devi l ish 
ingenuity enabled him to save what had seemed to be an absolutely hopeless posi tion . 

The HUbner-Tal game was rather overshadowed by these c lashe s .  The opening - a 
Modern Benoni - promised a sharp battle . This is what I thought when I dec lined a 
draw offered on the 1 5 th move . But HUhner ' s  very next move convinced me that the 
German grandmaster had offered the draw, as they say ,  from a posit ion of s trength. 
I repented , and my opponent did not try to punish me for thi s .  

Game No . 1 6  Queen ' s  Gambit 

Karpov Spas sky 
(Notes by Karpov) 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 d5 

During the last few decades opening 
theory has made great stride s forward . 
A thorough s tudy has been made not only 
of all  possible opening scheme s ,  but , 
and thi s is particularly impor tant ,  the 
order in which they are p laye d .  Often 
during the first few minutes of play 
grandmasters ho ld a sort of silent 
dialogue with each o the r .  And that is 
the case here . Only three move s have 
been made , and already much of impor tance 
has been said . Schematically thi s 
appears as fol l ows : 

B. Spassky (2 . • •  e 6 ) : "A Nimzo-Indian 
Defence would suit me " .  

A .  Karpov (3 Nf3 ) : "There is probably 
not much point in allowing Spassky to 
play the Nimzo-Indian - he has too much 
experience in this opening. I ' l l  sugge s t  
a Queen ' s Indian" .  

B .  Spassky (3 . . .  d5 ) :  " I ' d prefer a 
Queen ' s  Gambit or a Catalan Opening" . 

4 Nc 3 
5 Bf4 

Be 7 

In Baguio thi s continuation was frequ­
ently p layed,  and, quite naturally,  I 
had to analyse it a great deal . But 

when for a long time you examine in 
de tail some variation from one side , in 
the end the de sire inevitably arises to 
try p laying it with the othe r colour 
too . Incidental ly,  Spassky once p layed 
this opening in a game with Portisch 
(Havana 1 966 ) ,  which was rather import­
ant in the theore tical sense . Then he 
had to uphold this system in his matches 
for the World Championship with 
Pe trosian and Fische r .  Of course , in 
the intervening years this variation 
had changed in some ways , and I was 
ext reme ly curious to see what Boris had 
thought up here . 

5 0-0 
6 e 3  c5 

Recently Black has also quite frequently 
resorted to 6 . . .  b6 . In a game with 
Larsen (Palma de Mallorca 1 96 8 )  Spassky 
once played 6 . . .  c6 here . Larsen did not 
p lay the be s t ,  and Black obtained a good 
game . 

7 dxc5 Nc6 

In his match with Petrosian (Moscow 
1 969 ) ,  Spassky tried 7 . . .  Na6 , but did 
not succeed in equalizing. 

8 Qc2 

8 c xd5 , as played by Fischer against 
Spassky (Rekjavik 1 97 2 ) , has not found 
any fo llowers . 

8 
9 a3 

1 0  Rd 1 

Qa5 
Bxc5 
Be 7  
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In the 2 1 s t game of the match in Baguio , 
under the influence of the score (4- 1 
in my favour) ,  I made a highly risky 
a ttemp t to ' re fute ' Whi te ' s  opening 
system: I O  . . •  Re8 ? ! 1 1  Nd2 e5 1 2  Bg5 
Nd4 1 3  Qbl ! Bf5 1 4  Bd3 e4 1 5  Bc2 
Nxc2 1 6  Qxc 2 ,  and Black ' s initiative 
evaporated , whereas his pawn wounds 
began to bleed . 

1 1  Nd2 

Now after l l  . . . dxc4 1 2  Bxc4 ! an almo s t  
symmetri c ,  outwardly very deceptive , 
position is reached,  in which Bl ack i s  
faced with an exhausting battle for a 
draw. 

1 1  Bd7 

An innovation at grandmaster leve l .  
Spassky made this move after fairly 
lengthy re flection . To follow the we l l ­
trodden path, l l  . . . e S  1 2  Bg5 d4 1 3  Nb3 
Qb6 1 4  Bxf6 Bxf6 15 NdS Qd8 16 Bd3 
g6 1 7  e xd4 Nxd4 1 8  Nxd4 exd4 1 9  Nxf6+ 
Qxf6 , as in the 23rd game of the ma tch 
in Baguio , he evidently did not wish, 
and he recal led the aforementioned game 
wi th Portisch, where there followed 
l l  . . .  e5 1 2  Bg5 d4 1 3  Nb3 Qd8 14 Be2 
Ng4 ! ?  1 5  Bxe 7 Qxe 7 1 6  exd4 Qh4 ! ? , with 
great compli cations .  

1 2  Be 2  

On general grounds I made this move 
fairly quickly,  whereas Spassky had to 
calculate the consequences o f  the pawn 
sacri fice 1 2  Nb3 Qb6 1 3  cxd5 NxdS 
1 4  NxdS exd5 15 Rxd5 . And al though the 
direct  threat of 1 5  • • •  Be6 can be parried 
by 1 6  RbS , all the same I did not want 
to subject my king to unnecessary risk . 
And the fac t  that there was such a risk 
can be j udged from repl ies of the type 
1 5  • • .  Bb4+ 1 6  Nd2 ( 1 6  axb4 Nxb4 1 7  Qd2 
Nxd5 1 8  Qxd5 Be 6 ,  and Black wins)  

1 6  • • •  Rac8 ,  and i t  i s  difficul t to guess  
how all these compl ications wi l l  end . 

1 2  Rfc8 

The d8 square has to be reserved for the 
queen . Therefore 1 2  . . .  Rfd8 is unsatis­
factory ; after 1 3  0-0 the black queen 
has no good pos t .  The immediate attemp t 
to gain material by 1 3  Nb3 Qb6 1 4  c5 ? !  
meets  wi th a fi tting rej oinde r :  1 4  . . •  

Bxc5 1 5  Na4 Nb4 ! 1 6  axb4 ( 1 6  Nxb6 
Nxc2+ 1 7  Kd2 axb6 , or 1 6  Qxc5 Bxa4 ) 
1 6  . . .  Bxa4 . On the othe r hand, after 
I S  Na4 Bb4+ Whi te continues simply 
16 Kfl , but not 1 6  axb4 Nxb4 1 7  Nxb6 
Nxc2+ 1 8  Kd2 axb6 1 9  Kxc2 Ba4 ! 
20 Rd3 (20 Be5 Rdc8+ 2 1  Bc3 bS) 
20 . . •  Ne4 , and Black has an exce llent 
game . 

1 3  0-0 Qd8 

Black ' s  basic idea i s ,  after evacuating 
his queen from the danger zone , to then 
advance . . .  d5 -d4 . Whi te strive s  to 
prevent this plan . 

1 4  cxdS 

All the same Whi te canno t ge t by with­
out thi s  exchange . 

1 4  e xd5 

After capturing wi th the knight , Black 
did not like the variation 15 Nxd5 exd5 
1 6  Qb3 ,  with an a ttack on two pawns 
( 1 6  • • .  Qb6 ? !  1 7  Qxd5 Be6 1 8  Qb5 ) .  

1 5  N£3 ! 

It is essential to take control of d4 , 
and to halt  the i so lated pawn ' for good ' .  

1 5  h6 

1 6  Ne5 



Game No . 1 6  6 7  

Whi te ' s  plan s  include the exchange of 
at least one pair o f  knigh t s .  In this 
case it is much easier to keep control 
of d4 . In addi t ion , the vacated post 
at f3  can immediate ly be occupied by 
the bishop , whi ch wil l exert strong 
pressure on the d5 pawn . In principle 
this i s  a fairly typical s tratagem for 
this type of position . The only dis­
tinctive feature is  that these exchan­
ging operations are usually carried out 
via the square d4 . 

1 6  

1 6  • . •  Qe 8  deserved consideration ,  so as 
after 1 7  Nxc6 Bxc6 1 9  Qb3 Rd8 1 9  Bf3 
to  continue 1 9  . . .  Ne4 ,  with the i dea of 
20 Nxd5 Ba4 .  

1 7  Nxc6 ! Rxc6 

Now the d5 pawn will cause Black endless 
trouble , and wil l  require constant sur­
vei llance on the part of all of hi s 
p ie ce s .  Note that 1 7  • . •  bxc6 fai l s  to 
1 8  Ba6 , when Black l ose s the exchange . 

1 8  Bf3 
1 9  Be5 ! 

Qb6 

White ' s  advantage i s  of course consid­
erable,  but i t  is  not at all easy to 
increase i t .  For the moment White pro ­
voke s the exchange of the last pair of 
knights .  After all,  it  i s  for the long­
range bi shops and heavy p ieces that an 
isolated pawn i s  the mo st convenient 
targe t for attack . 

1 9  
20 Qe 2  

On 20 Bd4 there follows 2 0  . . •  Bc5 , and 
after 2 1  Bxc5 Rxc5 22 Bxe4 dxe4 
23 Qxe4 Qxb2 24 Na4 Black appears to be 
in an unenviable posi tion , but he extri ­
cate s himself  by 24 • • •  Re5 25 Qf4 Qb5 . 
The straight forward 20 Bxe4 dxe4 
2 1  Qxe4 Qxb2 22 Nd5 , on the other hand , 
meets wi th an equally s imple refutation 
- 22 • . .  Bxd5 . 

20 .  Nxc3 
2 1  Bxc3 

The complete absence o f  coun ter-play 
for the opponent al lows White ' s  po si tion 
to be asse s sed as s trategically won .  

But t o  convert i t  into a win , much tech­
nical e ffort is  s t i l l  required .  

2 1  Rd8 

Of course , not 2 1  • . .  Bxa3 , in view of 
22 Bxg7 !  But apart from ' total defence ' ,  
Black could have considered a highly 
enterprising exchange sacri fice : 2 1  . . .  
Rxc3 ! ?  22 bxc3 Qa5 . 

22 Rd3 !  
2 3  Rfd l 
24 R ld2  

Rcd6 
R6d7 

Remembering the advice of Alekhine , 
tha t ,  wi th this type o f  concen tration 
of heavy p ieces on a hal f-open file , the 
queen should be placed at the rear . 

After mi s sing the possibi l i ty of ac tive 
de fence on his 2 1 s t  move , Spassky has 
ended up in a p sychological ly highly 
unfavourable si tua tion . He i s  clearly 
not in the habit  of conducting such an 
exhausting, and more importan t ,  cheer­
less  defence . 

24 Qb5 

25 Qd l 

After deploying all hi s p ieces as we ll 
as possible , White must soon turn to 
the next stage of hi s plan , which is 
to break up the opponent ' s  posi tion . 
In principle thi s  can be e f fected in 
two ways . Firstly,  he can attemp t to 
provoke an advance of one (or both) of 
the Q-side pawns , and then exploit this 
weakening. The second way is to advance 
his K-side pawn s .  

25 b6 
26 g3 

However improbable the prospect of the 
intrusion of one of Black ' s  heavy p ieces 
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on the first rank , precautionary 
measures do not do any harm. Especially 
s ince Whi te has time , and there i s  no 
reason for him to hurry. 

26 
27 Bg2 

Bf8 
Be 7  

Black i s  forced t o  mark time , and 
pass ively wait to see how events deve lop . 

28 QhS ! a6 

Black takes measures against the 
threatened advance e 3-e4 , but now his Q­
side pawns have been moved,  and, in 
turn , have become an addit ional targe t 
for attack . The b 7  pawn , which was 
under the surveil lance of the rook at 
d7,  has now been left to its  own 
resources,  and for a time I wondered 
whe ther I shouldn ' t  p lay s imp ly Qd l ,  
then Bd4 (wi th the threat of Rb3 ) .  In 
this case the whi te -squared bi shop could 
also have been included in the co-ordin­
a ted ac tion of the pieces via f l . But 
in the end , after we ighing up everything 
' fo r '  and ' again st ' ,  I decided that the 
planned pawn offensive on the K-side 
would be even more unp leasant for Black . 

29 h3 
30 Kh2 
3 1  f4 

Qc6 
aS 
f6 

The only move , since f4-f5 was threat­
ene d .  3 1  . . •  Qb5 ( so a s  to  answer 32  fS 
wi th 32 • • •  d4 ) does not work . Whi te 
continues 32 a4 , i f  there is nothing 
be t ter , and thi s  immediate l y  decide s  the 
game . Al so unsatis factory i s  3 1  . • .  f5 
32 Qg6 Bf8 33 BeS fol lowed by g3-g4 . 

32 Qd l QbS 

Rather more tenacious was 32 . . .  Rd6 , 
placing the rook on a three-times 
de fended square (which is nece ssary in 
the event of e3-e4 ) .  However ,  at this 
point Spassky was al ready short of time . 
After 32 • . •  Rd6 I think that Whi te should 
win by combining threats on the Q-side 
(Bd4 , Rb3 )  wi th threats of a pawn break­
through on the K-side . 

33 g4 gS 

Hop ing for 34 fS Bf7 35 e4 d4 ! Essen­
tial,  eviden tly, was 33 • • .  Bd6 34 Kh l  Bc 7 ,  

restraining the white pawns . 

34 Kh l Qc6 
35 fS Bf7  
36  e4  

Winning a pawn , and with i t  the game . 

36 
37 exdS 
38 Re2 

Kg7 
Qc 7 

White ' s  problem is to advance further 
his dS pawn .  Of course , he also has 
the possibil ity of the ' sacrifice ' Re6 ,  
when he has the black king in his s ight s .  

38 bS 

An oversight in a hopeless position .  

3 9  Rxe 7 
40 d6 

Rxe 7 
Qc4 

Or 40 . • .  Red 7  4 1  dxc7 Rxd3 42 c xd8=Q .  

4 1  b3 

Avoiding the last little trick - 4 1  Rd4 
Qe 2 42 dxe 7 Q xd l + ,  

Black resigns . 

Game No . I 7 Benoni Defence 

Hort Timman 
(Notes by TaZ )  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 g3 cS 
4 dS exdS 
5 cxdS d6 
6 Nc3 g6 
7 Bg2 Bg7 
8 Nf3 0-0 
9 0-0 ReS 
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1 0  Nd2 
I I a4 
1 2  e4  

Nbd7 
a6 

This is rarely playe d ,  and can hardly 
be the s trongest  move . Subsequently 
the weakening of the d3 square may tel l .  

1 2  Qc7 
1 3  Qe2 

Adter 1 3  Qc2 Rb8 Black is all ready to 
advance . . •  b7-bS . Now, however ,  White 
has placed his queen opposite the black 
rook . 

1 3  Nb6 

The threat of capturing on dS forces 
White to lose time . 

1 4  Qd3 Ng4 
I S  h3 NeS 
1 6  Qc2 c4 
1 7  Ndl  aS ! 

The advance • • •  b7-bS is not now e ssential , 
and Black conso lidates the position of 
his knight at b6 , at the same time 
avoiding a trap : 1 7  • • .  Nd3? 1 8  aS Nb4 
1 9  axb6 Nxc2 20 bxc7 Nxa l 2 1  Nxc4 . 

1 8  Ne3 Bd7 

1 9  Rd l 

:oo slow.  The critical posi tion i s  
reached after 1 9  f 4  QcS 2 0  fxeS Qxe3+ 
2 1  Kh2 . Both players thought that here 
after 2 1  • • •  BxeS Whi te would gain exce l ­
:ent coun ter-play b y  22 N f 3  Qd3 23  Qf2 , 
a3d asse ssed the position after 2 J  • . .  Qd3 
22 QxdJ cxd3 23 e xd6 Nxa4 to be in 
Slack ' s  favour . But even so , White 
;�ould have gone in for this variation , 
;ince now he ends up in a bad posi tion 
•� thout any counter-play . 

1 9  
20 Nb l 
2 1  Nc3 
22 Bd2 

QcS 
Nd3 
Rac8 
fS ! 

In the best tradi tions of Benoni se t­
ups .  In  addi tion to his troubles on the 
Q-side , Whi te now has to worry about the 
de fence of his f2 square . 

23  e x fS BxfS 
24 Rf l Ne ! 
2S Qd l Nxg2 
26 Kxg2 Bd3 

It appears that the end of the game is  
merely a question of a few move s .  

2 7  Re i Rf8 
28 f4 Rce8 
2 9  Kh2 gS 
30 fxgS Nd 7 
3 1  Ng2 Rxe ) 
32  Qxe J 

No be t ter is 32 Bxe J Rfl . 

32 NeS 
33 Khl 

33 Rf l +  

Black incorrectly decide s  t o  rely on 
his technique . He could have continued 
his attack by 33 • • •  Qc8 . Timman explains 
that during the game he saw thi s move , 
but erroneousl y  thought that after 34 g4 
Rf3 3S Nf4 he had to play 3S . . .  Ng6 
36 Ne6 ,  overlooking that 3S . . .  Qf8 wins 
instantly.  

34  QX f l  Bx f l  
3S Rxf J  Nd3 
36 Ne3 Qd4 
37 NfS ! 

At last Whi te gains the right to say 
something . 
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37 Nf2+ 
38 Kg2 Qxd2 
39 Rxf2 QxgS 
40  Ne4 Qd8 
4 1  NfXd6 Qd7 

Here the game was adjourned . 

42 NfS Kh8 

In the event of 4 2  . • .  Qxa4 43 Ne7+ Kh8 
44 NgS a draw i s  inevi table . 

43  d6 Qe6 
44 Nc3 BeS 
45 NbS QdS+ 
46 Kh2 Qd3 
47  Kg2 

47 h5 

As Timman points out , Black still  has 
winning chance s  after 47 . . •  Qd5+ 48 Kh2 
hS 4 9  h4 Qd3 . But now i t  turns out 
that Whi te is by no means forced to 
play h3-h4 . 

48 Nc3 ! Bxd6 
4 9  Rf3 

On the ' d '  file the black queen has only 
one square . And so • • .  

4 9  Qd2+ 
so Rf2 Qd3 
S I  Rf3 Qd2+ 
5 2  Rf2 

Drawn. 

Game No . 1 8  French Defence 

Ljubojevia Kavalek 

I e4 e6 
2 d4 dS 
3 Nc3 Bb4 

4 eS cS 
5 a 3  Bxc3+ 
6 bxc3 QaS 
7 Bd2 Qa4 
8 Qbl a6 
9 Nf3 Ne 7 

1 0  Qb3 QXb3 
1 1  cxb3 Nbc6 
1 2  Bd3 NaS 
1 3  Bc2 c4 
1 4  b4 Nac6 
I S  0-0 fS 
1 6  h4 Bd7 
1 7  a4 Nd8 
1 8  g3 Nf7 
1 9  Kg2 

1 9  h6 
20  hS Kd8 
2 1  Rh ]  Kc7 
22 Rag I RagS 
23  Kf l gS 
24 hxg6 Rxg6 
25 Nh4 Rg7 
26 f3 NgS 
2 7  Kf2 Rf8 
28 Ng2 Ng8 
2 9  Rh4 Be8 
30 Rgh l bS 
3 1  aS Kd7 
32 Rf4 Rgf7 
33 Ne3 

33 Kc6 
34 Ke2 Bd7 
35 Ng2 Be8 
36 g4 fxg4 



Games Nos .  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  20 7 1  

3 7  fxg4 Kd7 
38 Kf2 Ke 7 
39 Kg3 Rg7 
40 Rxf8 Kxf8 
4 1  Nf4 Bf7 
4 2  Rfl Ke 7 
4 3  Kh4 Ke8 
44 NhS BxhS 
45  KxhS Ne4 

Game No . 20 English Opening 

Larsen Portisch 
(Notes by Ta l) 

I c4 eS 
2 Nc3 Nf6 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 d3 d6 
5 g3 g6 

46 Bxe4 dxe4 6 Bg2 Bg7 
4 7  Rf4 Rf7 7 Rb l aS 
48 Kg6 Ne7+ 8 a3 Nd4 
4 9  Kxh6 Rxf4 9 b4 axb4 
5 0  Bxf4 NdS 1 0  axb4 c6 
5 1  Be l e 3  1 1  bS 0-0 
5 2  Kg7 Ke 7 1 2  bxc6 bxc6 
5 3  gS e2  1 3  Nxd4 exd4 
5 4  Bd2 Ne 3 1 4  Ne4 Nxe4 
5 5  g6 NfS+ I S  Bxe4 Ra6 
5 6  Kg8 Ke8 1 6  0-0 Bg4 
5 7  g7 Ne7+ 1 7  Bf4 
5 8  Kh7 Kf7 
5 9  Be l  Re signs 

Game No . 1 9  Benoni Defence 

Hii.bner Tal 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e 6  
3 g3 cS 
4 dS exdS 1 7  fS 
5 cxdS d6 
6 Nc3 g6 Black begins immediate ac tive p lay 
7 Nf3 Bg7 against the whi te king. 
8 Bg2 0-0 
9 0-0 Re8 1 8  Bg2 gS 

1 0  h3 a6 1 9  Bd2 f4 
1 1  a4 Ne4 20 Rb7 QcB 
1 2  Ra3 Nd7 2 1  Qb l 
1 3  Nxe4 Rxe4 
1 4  Nd2 Re8 An ac tive defensive reaction . An 
I S  Nc4 NeS unclear position re su l ts after 2 1  . . •  

1 6  Ne3 Nd7 Bxe2 22 Re i f3 (22  . • •  Bxd3 fail s  to 
Drawn. 23  Rxg7+) 23  BxgS . The Hungarian 
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playe r  chooses a sounder continuation . 

2 1  
2 2  gxf4 
23 Khl 

Be5 
gxf4 

It i s  di ffi cul t to evaluate this po sit­
ion, in whi ch both kings are in a cer­
tain amount of danger .  For the moment 
Black plays so lidly . 

23  Ra J 
24 Qxa J Qxb7 
25 Be4 Kh8 
26 Rg I Bxe 2 
27 Qe I 

27 f3 i s  not dangerous for Black, in 
view of 27 . . .  d5 28 c xd5 cxd5 29 Qa5 
Bg7 , when 30 Bxd5 fai l s  to 30 . • .  Bxf3+. 

27 Bh5 

2 7  . • .  f3 was probably s tronger .  

28 c5 ! 

Now, despite being a pawn down, Whi te i s  
justified i n  playing for a win . 

28 Rg8 

The pawn c learly could not be taken , 
because of 2 9  Rg5 . 

2 9  Rxg8+ Kxg8 
30 cxd6 Bxd6 
3 1  Qc l f3 
32 Bxc6 Qc 7 
33 Qc4+ Bf7 
34 Qb5 Bf4 
35 Bb4 

Subsequent events took place in time 
troub le ,  rather more serious for Larsen . 

35 Qc8 
36 Qc5 Bh6 

37 Bxf3 
38 Bg2 

Qh3 

Whi te sti l l  had good winning chance s 
af ter 38 Be 2 .  I t  would appear that 
Larsen over-e stimated his attack . 

38 
39 Qc8+ 

Qxd3 
Kg7 

Here some thing unexpected occurred .  
Evidently the Dane had assumed that the 
capture of the d3 pawn was not possible , 
but now, working through the variation s ,  
he saw that nei ther 40 Bf8+ Kf6 ! 
4 1  Qd8+ Kf5 , nor 40 Qf8+ Kg6 4 1  Qd6+ 
Kg7 led to a win . Unable to find a win , 
Larsen failed to make his fortieth move , 
and lost on time . 



ROUND 5 

16th April 

Portisch (3 Y2) Y2 Y2 Karpov (3) 

Tal (2 Y2) 1 0 Larsen (Y2)  

Kavalek (1)  0 1 Huhner (2) 

Timman (1 Y2) Y2 Y2 Ljubojevic (3) 
Spas sky (1 Y2) Y2 Y2 Hort (1 Yz) 

Standings after five rounds : Portisch - 4 ;  Karpov, Ljubojevi c ,  Tal - 3 ! ; 
Hiibner - 3; Hort ,  Spassky , Timman - 2 ;  Kavalek - I ;  Larsen - j .  

In the tournament a prize had been put up for the mo s t  bri l l iant game . The first 
claim to it, and a very serious one at tha t ,  was made by Kavalek. Whi le s t i l l  in 
the opening he sacri ficed a pawn against Hiibner ,  and then a rook. Subsequent 
analysis showed tha t ,  while the firs t sacrifice was one hundred per cent corre c t ,  
the second was unj ustified.  But in order to demons trate thi s ,  Hiibner had to find 
about ten specific and far from obvious move s .  He coped wi th this task , Whi te ' s  
initiative gradually evaporated , and al though the material advantage was reduced 
somewhat ,  it remained suffi cient for vic tory. 

As Black , Larsen pl ayed the Sicilian Defence in provocative style against Tal . 
The e4-e5 breakthrough is normally a drastic measure , and in the given si tuation 
too it proved highly e ffective . The Dane should probably have reconciled himse l f  
t o  a cheerless rook ending . Passing thi s opportunity by , Black continued p lay in 
the middle game . But wi th his pieces undeve loped,  and his king in the centre , his 
posi tion soon became hopeless . I could probably have given mate , but the arith­
met i cally calculated win of a piece also proved sufficient for vi ctory . 

A short , but interesting due l be tween Portisch and 
the opening Whi te gained a slight advantage . But , 
wi th Karpov, which had gone in favour of the World 
and did no t seek ways of increasing his advantage . 
he was aiming for an advantage with Whi te , just so 
appear perfectly appropriate . 

Karpov ended in a draw. From 
remembering his recent games 
Champion , Por tisch was re strained 

One gained the impre ssion that 
that the offer of a draw should 

In his game with Timman , Lj ubojevic parried in highly original fashion Whi te ' s  
apparently threatening ini tia tive , and even obtained a be t ter ending . However ,  
technique i s  not the stronge s t  side o f  ei ther Ljubo jevic o r  Timman . As a result  
a draw. 

That day Spassky, it would seem, was not in the mood . It was probably the e ffec t  
o f  h i s  defeat i n  the previous round . At any rate , after obtaining with White an 
attractive position ,  he o ffered Hort a draw as early as the 1 2 th move . 

73 
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Game No . 2 1  Queen ' s  Indian Defence 

Portisah Karpov 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 b6 
4 Nc3 Bb7 
5 a3 d5 
6 cxd5 exd5 
7 Bf4 Be 7  
8 e 3  0-0 
9 Be2 c5 

1 0  Ne5 Nc6 
1 1  0-0 cxd4 
1 2  e xd4 a6 
1 3  Re i ReS 
1 4  Na4 

1 4  Nxe5 
1 5  Rxc8 Bxc8 
1 6  Bxe5 Nd7 
1 7  Bg3 

Drawn . 

Game No . 22 Sicil ian Defence 

Ta l Larsen 
(Notes by Tal) 

e4 

Preparing for a game wi th Larsen i s  a 
ma tter which is e i ther too compl icated,  
or too simple . The Dane ' s  repertoire 
contains prac tically all opening sys tems , 
and one ' s  chances of gue ssing the varia­
tion are no be tter than in a lottery .  
There fore a t  home it was decided t o  
begin the game with the advance o f  the 
king ' s  pawn . At that the preparation 
came to an end • • •  

I c5 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 d4 c xd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 

5 Nc3 
6 Bg5 
7 Qd2 
8 0-0-0 

d6 
e6 
Be 7 
a6 

In our 1 96 9  match Larsen twice won 
against me with Black , by continuing 
8 . . •  0-0 9 Nb3 (in the 4 th game ) and 
9 f4 (in the 6th) . However ,  in view of 
my form at the time , Larsen could have 
fe l t  qui te confident in choosing any 
variation . 

9 f4 Qc 7 

9 . . .  Bd7 is usually played .  The move 
made by Larsen is frowned upon by theory, 
in view of the possible reply 1 0  Bxf6 
gxf6 1 1  f5 , as occurred ,  for examp le , 
in the game Bronstein-Sue tin (Moscow 
1 9 78 ) .  I, however ,  did not wish to 
give my opponent the possibility of 
e s tabli shing his favourite ' pawn hedge­
hog ' . 

1 0  Be2 

In princip le , this continuation does 
not pretend to be a refutation of the 
variation .  Howeve r ,  Black ' s  reply 
proves to be mos t  unfortunate . The 
normal reply was I O  . . .  Bd7 , on which I 
was planning 1 1  Nb3 0-0-0 1 2  Bxf6 
(nevertheless ! ) 1 2  • • •  gxf6 1 3  Bh5 , 
occupying an important square with the 
bi shop . 

1 0  Nxd4 
1 1  Qxd4 b5 
1 2  e5 

The thematic advance in such positions 
- after a l l ,  the black king is still  in 
the centre ! 

1 2  dxe5 
1 3  fxe5 Nd5 
1 4  Bxe 7 Nxc3 

Of course , Larsen had reckoned on this 
possibil i ty .  There is no other way, 
since 1 4  . . .  Nxe 7 loses instantly to 
15 Nxb5 . 

(See next diagram) 

1 5  Bf3 ! 

A very important in termediate move , 
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after whi ch Whi te gains a clear advan­
tage . It would seem that Larsen had 
intended playing 1 5  • . .  Bb7 ,  but on c loser 
examination it turns out that after 
16 Bd6 Bxf3 1 7  bxc3 !  Whi te come s out a 

p iece ahead .  Extremely dangerous for 
Black is 15 . . •  Kxe7 1 6  Qh4+ f6 ( 1 6  • . •  

Ke8 ?  1 7  Bc6+ )  1 7  exf6+ gxf6 1 8  Qb4+ 
Kf7 1 9  bxc3 ,  and it is improbable that 
Black can save the game . The stronge st 
was 15 . • •  Ne 2+ . In their calculations 
both players reached a rook ending:  
16  Bxe 2 Qxe 7 1 7  Bf3 Rb7 18  Bxb 7 Qxb 7 
1 9  Qd6 Rc8 20 Rd2 Qc6 2 1  Rhd l Qxd6 
22 Rxd6 Ra8 23 Rb6 (or 23 R l d3 ) . The 
ending i s  very di fficult for Black , but 
perhaps not al together hope less in view 
of the possibility of counter-p lay by 
. . • h7-h5-h4 fol lowed by • . •  Rh5 . The 

move made by Larsen l oses rap idly . 

1 5  Nxd ) 
1 6  Bd6 Qc4 

On 1 6  • . .  Qa7 ,  1 7  Bc5 is decisive . 

1 7  Qb6 ! 

Much more convincing than 1 7  Qxc4 bxc4 
1 8  Bxa8 Ne 3 .  

1 7  Nf2 

In rep ly to 1 7  • • •  Ne3 Whi te would have 
been ' satis fied ' with 1 8  Qxe 3 .  Now i t  
i s  n o t  worth taking the knight : 
1 8  Qxf2 Qf4+ 1 9  Kb l Bd 7 ,  and Black can 
hold on . 

1 8  Bc6+ 

1 8  Bxa8 is equally good . 

1 8  
1 9  Bxd7+ 
20 Qb7+ 
21 Qxa8+ 

Bd7 
Kxd7 
Kd8 
Qc8 

22 Qa7 

It is impossible to de fend e7 and f2 
simul taneously.  Black resign s .  

Game No . 23 Caro-Kann Defence 

Kavalek Huhner 
(Notes by Nikitin) 

I e4 c6 
2 d4 d5 
3 Nd2 

A rather inelegan t ,  but currently 
fashionable way o f  transposing into 
fami l iar posi tions of the Caro-Kann , by 
which Whi te avoids se t-ups o f  the type 
3 Nc3 b5 4 e xd5 b4 , or 3 Nc3 g6 . If 
Black conceives the idea of fianche t to­
ing his bi shop wi th the knight at d 2 ,  
the d 4  pawn can be supported b y  the ' c '  
pawn . 

In my opinion , Bl ack can attemp t to ex­
ploit the sl ight drawbacks to the move 
3 Nd2 ,  by playing 3 . . .  Qb6 , for example : 
4 c3 dxe4 5 Nxe4 Bf5 6 Ng3 Bg6 7 Nf3 
Nd7 8 h4 h6 , e tc .  In this case the 
inclusion of the moves 3 . . .  Qb6 4 c3  
create s a problem over the defence of 
the b2 pawn . 

3 dxe4 
4 Nxe4 BB 
5 Ng3 B� 
6 h4 h6 
7 Nf3 Nd7 
8 h5 Bh7 
9 &3 Bxd3 

1 0  Qxd3 Ngf6 
1 1  Bd2 e6 
1 2  0-0-0 

On the board is a famil iar opening 
pos i tion ,  which is at present experien­
cing another revival . The mo st common 
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plan here is 1 2  . • .  Qc 7 and the transfer 
of the king to the Q-side , whi le 1 2  . . .  
Be 7 i s  some times played, choosing a 
place for the king according to circum­
s tances . HUhner carries out a p lan 
whi ch has rarely been trie d :  with his 
development hardly begun , and forge tting 
about the safe ty of his king, he opens 
up the posi tion in the centre . 

1 2  c5 

Why did the German grandmaster break the 
basic rules o f  che ss strategy ? Evidently 
he planned to e l iminate the d4 pawn be­
fore Whi te plays c2-c4 , which enables 
him to advance d4-d5 . 

1 3  Rhe 1 

S trengthening the concentration of 
pieces in the centre . Unexpectedly 
rapidly, a threat to break up the black 
posi tion by d4-d5 has arisen , while the 
elimination of the d4 pawn - 1 3  . . •  c xd4 
- opens up the game still  further,  and 
leads to an immediate debacle after 
14 Rxe6+ ! , for example : 1 4  • . .  fxe6 
15 Qg6+ Ke7 16 Bb4 + ,  or 14 . . .  Be ?  
1 5  Nf5 ! fxe6 1 6  Nxg7+ . But HUhner must 
certainly have been prepared for this 
move , and hi s reply appears both natura l ,  
and p lanned be forehand . 

1 3  Be 7 

It only remains for Black to castle,  and 
his position wi l l  be perfec tly satis­
factory. Alas , i t  is j us t  that one 
che ss instant that he is lacking . . . . 

Inciden tal ly, the at temp t to run away to 
the Q-side is unsuccessful - 1 3  . . •  Qc 7 
1 4  d5 c4 . Whi te has a choice be tween 
1 5  Qd4 and 1 5  Rxe6+ .  

1 4  d5 

Exce llent ! Whi te c lears the second 
central fi le , and diverts the knight 
from f6 . 

1 4  Nxd5 

Black lose s  immediately after 1 4  . • •  0-0 
1 5  d6 , or 14 . . .  e xd5 15 Nf5 . There is 
also little j oy in the variation 14 . . .  c4 
15 Qxc4 Nxd5 1 6  Nf5 ! 

1 5  Rxe6 ! ? !  

The first mark is a tribute of de light 
to Kavalek ' s  resolutene s s .  The last 
two indicate the annotator ' s  doub t s .  
Black has o f  course taken ri sks i n  the 
opening , but surely not to the extent 
that his position , which is outwardly 
so lid,  can be wrecked immediately? It  
seems to me that Whi te ' s  at temp t to  
decide the game by this one blow is 
al so his undoing . Meanwhile 15 Nf5 ! 
suggests  itse l f ,  after whi ch Black ' s  
de fence i s  di fficul t .  It  i s  extreme ly 
dangerous for his king to remain in the 
centre - J 5  . . .  N7f6 1 6  Rxe6 fxe6 
1 7  Nxg7+ Kd7 1 8  Ne5+ Kc8 1 9  Nxe6 Qd6 
20 Qb5 Kb8 2 1  Nf7 or 2 1  Bf4 , but 
cast ling s imilarly fail s  to solve his 
problems - 1 5  • • •  0-0 16 Nxe7+ ( 1 6  Nxg7 
is also intere sting, but not 16 Bxh6 
Bf6 ! ) 1 6  . • •  Nxe 7 ( 1 6  • • .  Qxe 7 I 7 Qxd5 ! ) 
1 7  Bxh6 Nf6 1 8  Qa3 Qc 7 1 9  Be) b6 
20  h6 . After the rook sacrifice , 
events are forced. 

15  
16  Qg6+ 
1 7  qxe6 

fxe6 
Kf8 
Nc 7 

The knight is forced to move away from 
the king , since nei ther 1 7  • • .  N7f6 
1 8  Ne5 , nor 1 7  • . .  N5 f6 1 8  Nh4 , i s  
possible . 

1 8  Qf5+ Nf6 
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Black has to give up con trol of e5 , 
since otherwise the pin on the ' d ' file 
is decisive (remember 1 4  d5 ! ) .  

1 9  Ne5 Qc8 

Without doubt ,  the critical poin t of 
the game . For the moment Black ' s  
material advantage is no t no ticeable , 
and the success of Whi te ' s  at tack 
depends upon how effectively the 
remaining pieces can support his queen 
and knigh t .  White should have retreated 
temporarily - 20 Qf3 , vacating the 
square for hi s other knight to leap in 
at f5 . In my opinion , the at tack would 
have remained s trong . Ins tead ,  Whi te 
reduces the material de fici t ,  exchang­
ing the pride of his posi tion - hi s  
knight at e5 - for a helpless rook . 

20 Ng6+ Kf 7 
2 1  Nxh8+ Qxh8 
22 Re i 

With the disappearance of his knigh t ,  
Whi te ' s  attacking potential has been 
markedly weakened.  Only the passivity 
of the black rook, and the poor position 
of the queen at h8 , make the outcome of 
the game uncertain , and make it depend 
upon who can bring his reserves up the 
more quickly. 

By playing 2 2  Ne 3 here , Whi te could have 
created the threat of intruding with his 
rook on d 7 - 2 2  . . .  Qh7 ?  23  Qxh7 Nxh7 
24 Rd 7 ,  while after 22 . . .  Rd8 the move 
2 3  Re i would gain considerably in 
s trength - 23 . . .  Qh7 ?  24 Rxe 7+ and 
25 Bxf6+ . But Kavalek has planned a 
different scheme of attack. 

22 Re8 

Now i t  only remains to extract the queen 
from the corner,  and the at tack wi l l  be 
repul sed . 

23 Qd3 

After 23 Qf3 Black can simplify favour­
ably by 23 . . .  Bd6 24 Nf5 Rxe l +  25 Bxe l 
Qd8 , when 26 Qxb7 fai l s  to 26 • • .  Bf4 + .  
By retreating t o  d 3 ,  Whi te retains the 
threat of invading with his queen at g6 , 
which is particularly unpleasant in 
combination with the manoeuvre Nf5 xh6 
- i t  is for this reason that the bishop 

must s tand at d2 . 

23  b5 

The re -grouping 23  . . .  Kf8 24 Nf5 Qg8 
deserved serious consideration , no t 
fearing ei ther 25 c4 Qf 7 ,  or 25 Nxh6 
Qxa2 (or 25 . . •  gxh6 ) .  

2 4  Nf5 

Another piece come s into play , and once 
again the attack flares up . 24 . . •  Kf8 
fai ls  to the capture on e 7 ,  while f8 
cannot be occupied by queen or bishop 
in view of 25 Nxh6 + .  Al l that remains 
is to wai t .  

24 Qh7 
25 g4 a6 

Black ' s  poor 23rd move has again 
worsened his pos i tion . In order to 
exchange rooks he has to waste a tempo, 
since 25 . . .  Bf8 is unp leasantly me t by 
26 Rxe8 Kxe8 2 7  Ba5 c4 28 Qe 3+ . 

26 c4 Bf8 
27 Rxe8 Kxe8 

It is bad to capture wi th one of the 
knights - 2 7  . . .  Nfxe8 28 Nxh6+,  or 
27 • . .  Ncxe8 28 cxb5 axb5 29 Qxb5 Nd6 
30 Qb3+ ! c4 31 Nxd6+ .  

Due to  his  queen being out of play, 
Black ' s posi tion is still di fficul t .  
After 2 8  Ba5 ! the removal o f  the knight 
from c7 leads not only to the col lapse 
of his Q-side , but also to the activ­
ation o f  the white queen , for example : 
28 . . .  bxc4 29 Qxc4 Ncd5 (29  . . .  Nfd5 
30 Bxc7 Nxc 7 31 Qe4+ Kd7 32 Qd3+ ! , 
winning the queen) 30 Qxa6 Qg8 
3 1  Qc6+ Kf7 32 Bd2 Be 7 ?  33 Bxh6 , or 
28 . . •  Ne6 29 cxb5 axb5 30 Qxb5+ Kf7 
3 1  Qb7+.  
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Instead of thi s ,  Kavalek ' strengthens ' 
his threat .  . .  

28 Qf3 Qg8 
29 Qc6+ Kd8 
30 Ba5 Qxc4+ 
31 Kb l Qe4+ 
32 Qxe4 Nxe4 
Whi te resigns . 

An extremely tense game . Kavalek ' made 
all the running ' ,  while Hilbner made only 
the move 28 . . .  Qg8 ! ,  and . .  . won .  

Game No . 2 4  Queen ' s  Gambi t  

Timma:n Ljubojevia 
(Notes by Tal )  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 d5 
4 Nc3 c6 
5 Bg5 Nbd7 
6 cxd5 exd5 
7 e 3  

The variation has the reputation o f  
being fairly quie t ,  but in this game 
there was considerable exci temen t .  

7 Bd6 
8 Bd3 Nf8 
9 0-0 Bg4 

1 0  e4 

It is natural that Whi te should want to 
punish his opponent for his provocative 
play . Black ' s  king i s  in the centre , 
and the opening of l ines would appear to 
be the be st policy, but the subsequent 
compl ications have been exce llently 
worked out by Ljubojevic .  

1 0  Ne6 !  
1 1  Bxf6 Qxf6 
1 2  e5 Bxf3 

1 3  exf6 Bxd l 
1 4  fxg7 Rg8 
1 5  Raxd l Nxd4 
1 6  Bxh7 Nf3+ 

Very temp ting, but not the best move . 
Black has the be t ter endgame after 
16 . • .  Rxg 7 .  

1 7  Kh l Rxg7 
18 Bf5 ! 

It is dangerous for Black to take on 
h2 - hi s  knight may be lost . 

1 8  Rg5 

1 9  Bh3 Nxh2 
20 Rfe l +  Kf8 
2 1  Ne4 dxe4 
22 Rxd6 Ng4 
23  Bxg4 Rxg4 

Drawn . 

It is very di fficul t to condemn such a 
grandmas ter draw. 

Game No . 25 Nimzo-Indian Defence 

Spas sky Hort 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c 4  e6 
3 Nc3 Bb4 
4 e 3  0-0 
5 Bd3 d5 
6 Nf3 b6 
7 0-0 Bb7 
8 c xd5 exd5 
9 a3 Bd6 

1 0  b4 Nbd7 
1 1  Qb3 a6 
1 2  a4 

(See next diagram) 

Drawn . 
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ROUND 6 

1 8th April 

Karpov (3 \12) \12 Yz Hort (2) 
Ljubojevic (3 \12) \12 \12 Spassky (2) 

Huhner (3) Yz \12 Timman (2) 
Larsen (\12)  1 0 Kavalek (1)  
Portisch (4) \12 \12 Tal (3 \12) 

Standings after six rounds : Por tisch - 4 ! ;  Karpov , Ljubojevic ,  Tal - 4 ;  
HUhner - 3! ; Hart ,  Spassky, TilliDlan - 2 ! ;  Larsen - l ! ;  Kavalek - l .  

Previous meet ings be tween Karpov and Hart have normally gone very favourably for 
the Wor ld Champ ion , especially when he has had the r ight of the first move . It 
appeared that thi s  game too would be no exception . In the Rauzer Attack Hart 
played mos t  unconvincingly, and Karpov succeeded in quickly obtaining an ideal 
arrangement of his forces ,  with possibi lities both of a tactical , and a technical 
solution of the posi tion . Hi s deci sion to switch to tactics ( 20 g6 instead of the 
obvious 20 f6 ) was perhaps a mis take . Karpov re tained the ini tiative , but Hart 
gained some counter-play, which subsequently became more and more dangerous . In 
the final posi tion I would by then have given pre ference to Black . Howeve r ,  Hart 
himself did not conceal his satisfaction at the drawn result of the game . 

It was the fate of the pairings that after the game Portisch-Karpov came Portisch­
Tal , and by that time these three players were leading the tournament table . The 
Hungarian grandmaster repeated the opening variation which had occurred in the 
previous round . But in our hotel room the previous evening a sl ight improvement 
for Black had been found , and I employed i t .  Porti sch was unable to gain even that 
s light advantage which he attained in the 5th round . Moreover ,  he had to f ind his 
strong 20th move , so that Black should not have any pretensions . Porti sch found 
i t ,  and a draw was agreed.  

The ancient Scotch Game occurred in Ljuboj evic ' s  game with Spassky . One gained the 
impress ion tha t both players acted intui tivel y .  Spas sky did not play the bes t  
(according t o  theory) , while Ljubojevic ' s  attempt at refutation was a l s o  not 
' theoretical ' .  The game turned out to be very l ively .  The ' se t '  of black pawns on 
the ' c '  file , al though weak , proved to be viable .  During the time which Ljubojevic 
required to regain the material given up in the opening , Spassky had managed to 
gain sufficient counter-play .  An interesting draw ! 

The HUbner-Ti=an game was equally tense . The Dutchman exploi ted vfui te ' s  rather 
pas sive play in the opening , and from as early as the l Oth move HUhner had to 
defend . He succes sful ly coped wi th thi s task , and when the position became s impli­
fied the players concluded peace . 

The longest and perhaps mos t  exci ting duel was that between the two who had started 
unsuccessful ly, Kavalek and Larsen. A quie t opening , the gradual accumula tion by 
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Game No . 26 8 1  

Larsen of minimal posi tional gains , and by the adj ournment the Dane had an extra 
pawn and good winning chances .  But on resumption , to the surprise of everyone , the 
game dragged out . However. up to a certain point Larsen played irreproachably,  but 
when there wa s j ust one more s tep to be overcome , he ran into the only trap that 
his opponent had been able to se t .  The posi tion became c learly drawi sh , but the 
las t  mistake in thi s game was made by Kavalek . 

Game No . 26 Sici lian Defence 

Karpov Hort 
(Notes by Tal )  

I e4 cS 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 
s Nc3 d6 
6 BgS e6 
7 Qd2 a6 
8 0-0-0 Bd7 
9 f3 Rc8 

1 0  Kb l Be 7  
1 1  g4 0-0 
1 2  Be 3 Nxd4 
1 3  Bxd4 bS 
1 4  gS Ne8 
I S  h4 Nc 7 
1 6  Ne2 Rb8 
1 7  Ng3 Re8 
1 8  f4 Bf8 

Whi te has c learly been more succe ss ful 
in the deve lopment of his attack . His 
fol lowing move i s  perfectly natural .  

1 9  fS dS 

No alternative is apparent . 

20 g6 

This give s Black counter-play. The 
attack deve lops much more simply and 
straightforwardly after the obvious 
20 f6 eS 2 1  fxg7 Bxg7 22 BcS , when 
the knight reaches without hindrance 
e i ther hS or fS . But now both sides 

have an attack . 

20 fxg6 
2 1  fxg6 eS ! 
2 2  gxh7+ Kh8 
23  Bf2 Be6 

Black has unexpectedly ' disentangled 
himse lf ' . 

24 QaS 

At the cost o f  shutting h i s  queen i n ,  
Whi te prevents the counter-play o n  the 
Q-side , but this i s  a highly risky plan .  
I think that af ter 2 4  Bd3 Whi te retains 
a certain advantage . 

24 Qd7 
2S Bd3 d4 
26 Ne2 b4 
27 Nc l 

Only with this move does White finally 
lose his advantage . Much more active 
was 27 Rdg l  wi th the idea of 28 RgS and 
h4-hS-h6 . 

27 Qc6 

The white queen is in danger - there i s  
the possible threat of . . .  RbS and 
. . .  BcS -b6 . 

There is a highly intere s ting battle 
in prospect , and after the game the 
players spent a long time analysing the 
final pos ition, reaching the conc lusion 
that White had sufficient defensive 
re source s .  In addi tion, Hort had I S  
minutes left for his remaining move s .  
But there was a n  unexpected outcome : 
the Czech grandmas ter offered a draw, 
which the World Champion accep ted . 
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Game No . 2 1  Sc otch Game 

Ljubojevic Spas sky 
(Notes by Kho lmov) 

I e4 eS 
2 Nf 3 Nc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 
s Nxc6 bxc6 
6 eS 

6 NdS ? !  

Anything that has been well enough for­
gotten is new! Spassky attempts to 
revive a continuation which enjoys a 
bad reputation, and has consequently 
practically di sappeared from prac tice . 
The usual move is 6 . • .  Qe l ,  luring the 
whi te queen to e 2 ,  where it blocks the 
development of the bi shop . 

l c4 

l Bd3 is also pretty good , as was shown 
back in game Kopayev-Polyak (Kiev 1 946 ) .  
After l . . .  Qh4 (unsa tisfactory i s  l . . •  d6 
8 0-0 Be l 9 exd6 cxd6 1 0  Be4 ! ,  or 
l . . .  BcS 8 Qg4 ! )  8 0-0 BcS 9 Nd2 0-0 
1 0  Ne4 ! Be7 1 1  Re i d6 1 2  c4 Nb4 Whi te 
won the queen and the game with a spec­
tacular s troke : 1 3  Nf6+ ! Bxf6 14 Re4 
Nxd3 I S  Rxh4 Bxh4 1 6  Qxd3 dxe4 l l  Qe4 
Bf6 18 Qxc6 . 

l Nb6 
8 Nc 3 ?  

After this Bl ack succeeds i n  emerging 
unscathed ! Theory recommends the more 
flexible 8 Bd3 ! ,  when the bishop ' s  
devel opment is not obstructed . In the 
game Chor tkov-Utyatsky (Moscow 1 96 2 )  
Whi te gained a strong attack af ter 
8 • . .  Ba6 9 Qe2 Bel 1 0  0-0 0-0 1 1  Nc3 
Re8 1 2  Qg4 dS 1 3  e6 f xe 6  14 Qxe6+ 
Kh8 I S  Qh3. In the game Padevsky­
Vi tkovsky ( 1 9SS)  Whi te did not even 

bother to waste time on the defence of 
his pawn , and by 9 0-0 Bxc4 1 0  Bxc4 
Nxc4 1 1  Qg4 Nb6 1 2  Nc 3 NdS 1 3  NxdS 
cxdS 14 BgS Qb8 IS Rad l QbS 16 Rfe l 
deve loped a s trong ini tiative . 

In view of the ' expiry of the legal 
prescription' it is quite unders tandable 
that Ljuboj evic should not be fami liar 
with these variations . 

8 Qe l  
9 Qe2 Ba6 

1 0  Qe4 Qe6 

I O  • . •  Qb4 ? !  is of course risky in view 
of 1 1  a3 Qb3 1 2  Bd3 ! ,  when 1 2  . . .  Bxc4 
is refuted by 1 3  Bc2 ! ,  while after 
1 2  . . .  Nxc4 Black ends up in an unpleas­
ant pin.  

1 1  b3 Bb4 
1 2  Bd2 Bxc 3  
1 3  Bxc3 dS 
1 4  Qf3 

Whi te temporarily give s up a pawn , since 
14 cxdS cxdS IS Qb4 Bxf l 1 6  Rxf l Nd l 
1 7  0-0-0 cS 1 8  Qb7 Nb6 i s  unpromi s ing 
for him. 

1 4  dxc4 
IS Be2 0-0 
1 6  0-0 Rad8 
l l  Rfe I Rfe8 

The consequences of the sacri fice 
l l  . . .  Rd3 ? !  are unc lear . It is true 
that a weak pawn is transformed into a 
s trong one , but the exchange is the 
exchange ! 

1 8  Rac l 
1 9  Bfl 

cS 
NdS 

Now the si tuation clari fie s ,  and the 
game quickly become s drawish . 
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20 bxc4 Nb4 ! 

Not 20 . . .  Nxc 3?  in view of 2 1  Qxc3 Rd4 
22 Qa 3 !  

2 1  Bxb4 

2 1  a3 could have been met by 2 I  . . .  Na2 ! 

2 1  cxb4 
22 Qe3 

Drawn . 

After 22 . . •  Qb6 23 Qxb6 axb6 24 cS Bxf l  
2S Kxf ]  Rd2 a draw i s  inevitable . No  
different is 2 3  cS  Qc6 ,  again with an 
equal posi tion . 

Game No . 28 Engl i sh Opening 

Huhner Timman 

I Nf3 g6 
2 c4 Bg7 
3 g3 cS 
4 Nc 3 b6 
s Bg2 Bb7 
6 0-0 Nf6 
7 d 3  0-0 
8 e4 Nc6 
9 Re i e6 

1 0  h3 dS 

1 1  exdS exdS 
1 2  BgS dxc4 
1 3  dxc4 h6 
1 4  Be3 Ne 7 
I S  Qxd8 Raxd8 
1 6  Rad l  NfS 
1 7  Be l Ne4 
1 8  Rxd8 Rxd8 
1 9  Rd l Rxd ] +  
2 0  Nxd ] Ned6 
2 1  b3 

Drawn . 

Game No . 2 9  King ' s  Indian Defence 
(by transpo sition) 

Larsen Kavalek 
(Notes by Whiteley) 

I c4 eS 
2 Nc3 Nf6 
3 g3  d6 
4 Bg2 g6 
s e4 Bg7 
6 Nge2 0-0 
7 0-0 c6 
8 d4 Nbd7 
9 h3  a6 

9 . . .  Qb6 and 9 . . •  QaS , which are popular 
move s  in analogous posi tions with 
White ' s  knight on f 3 ,  not e2 , are 
inappropriate here , as after , for 
example , 1 0  Be3 Qb4 , Whi te can play 
simply 1 1  b3 as his knight on c3 i s  
defended .  However , 9 . . .  Re 8 or 9 . . .  aS 
were reasonable al ternative s .  

I 0 dxeS 

Wi th Whi te ' s  knight on f3 a good plan 
is 1 0  Be 3 ,  and i f  1 0  . • .  bS 1 1  cS dxcS 
12 dxeS . In the present posi tion 
Whi te ' s  king ' s  knight does not attack 
eS , and so he chooses a different plan . 

1 0  dxeS 
1 1  Be3 Qe 7 

( 1 1  . . •  bS ! ? ) 

1 2  Qc2 Ne8 

(Again 1 2  . . .  bS ! ? ) 

1 3  Rad l  fS 

This aggre ssive plan is probably too 
ambi tious . 

1 4  exfS gxfS 
I S  Na4 Nc7 
1 6  f4 e4 

It is wel l  known that the resul ting 
K-side pawn formation is slightly better 
for White ,  who has the long-term 
strategic p lan o f  g3-g4 . However , the 
al ternative of allowing the exchange of  
Whi te ' s  ' f '  pawn for Black ' s  ' e '  pawn 
would leave Black with a weak pawn on 
fS and White with a strong square on f4 . 
It is doubtful whe ther Black ' s  active 
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piece play would provide adequate com­
pensation . 

I 7  Rd2 

I 7 b5 

If I 7  • • .  Ne6 (intending • • .  Nc5 -d3 )  
I 8  c5 would leave Whi te wi th a consider­
able posi tional advantage . So Black 
tries to so lve his problems by tac tical 
means . 

I 8  cxb5 axb5 
I 9 Qxc6 Nb8 
20  Qc5 Qxc5 
2 I  Nxc5 

Not 2 I  Bxc5 ? bxa4 22 Bxf8 Bxf8 23 Re i 
Nba6 and Black ' s  posi tion j us t  ho lds 
toge ther . 

2 I  Rxa2 

Black has freed his position to some 
extent ,  but White still  has the be tter 
pawn formation and superior mobil i ty .  

22 Re i Rxb2 
2 3  Nxe4 Nba6 

23 • . .  Nd5 would al low the amazing riposte 
24 Nf6+ ! 

24 Nc5 Re8 
25 Nxa6 Nxa6 
26 Bd5+ Kf8 
2 7  Kf2 Rxd2 
28 Bxd2 Rd8 
29 Bb3 Rxd 2 ?  

Be t ter was 29 . . .  Ke 7 intending 30 • . .  Be6 . 

30 RxcB+ Ke 7 
3 I  Ke 3 Rd6 
32 Bc2 Rd5 
33 Rg8 Bf6 

34 g4 ! 

Thi s thema tic advance is now very stron g .  

34 fxg4 
35 hxg4 h6 
36 Rg6 Nc5 

If 36 . . •  h5 , 37 g5 wins a piece . 

37 Ng3 

Black ' s  ' h '  pawn cannot run away . 

37  Bd4+ 
38 Kf3 b4 
39 Nf5+ Kf8 
40 Rb6 Bc 3 
4 I  Rb8+ Kf7 
42 Nxh6+ Ke 7 
4 3  Nf5+ 

The sealed move . The endgame requires 
careful handling , but it should be won 
for Whi te ,  who can gradually advance 
his united passed pawns whilst  re strain­
ing Black ' s  sol itary passed pawn . 

4 3  Kd7 
44 Ne 3 Rd4 
45 Bf5+ Kc6 
46 g5 Nd3 
4 7  Ng2 Rd5 
48 Be4 Kc7 
4 9  Rg8 
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Exchanging rooks would make White ' s  
task more difficul t .  

4 9  Rd4 
SO Rg6 

SO g6 ( ? )  NcS S I  g7 Rxe4 52 Rc8+ Kxc8 
53 g8=Q+ would leave Whi te with a very 
difficul t technical ending . 

so Kd 7 
5 I Rb6 NcS 
5 2  BfS+ Kc7 
5 3  RbS Kc6 
54  Rb8 Nd 7 
s s  Re8 NcS 
56 g6 Rd2 
5 7  Ne 3 Nd3 
58 Ng4 Rd l 
5 9  Rc8+ Kb7 
60 Ke 2 Rd2+ 
6 1  Ke 3 Ne ! 
6 2  Rc4 Ng2+ 
63 Ke4 Nh4 
64 Bc8+ Kb8 
65 fS Re 2+ 
66 KdS 

If 66 Kd3 Re8 draws s ince Whi te ' s  
bi shop has no satis factory retreat ,  e . g .  
6 7  Ba6 NxfS o r  6 7  Be6 Nxg6 ! In the 
tournamen t bul letin (which uses a 
slightly di fferent form o f  Engl ish 
algebraic notation) Larsen commented :  
"Even worse is 6 6  Kf4 Bd2+ 6 7 Kg3 Be I eh 
68 Kh3 ? ?  Nf3 and Black wins ! ! " Larsen 
has a colourful style of wri ting, and I 
did not at first realize that his 
instrusive eructation on move 67 was 
merely intended to represent Be l + .  

6 6  Rd2+ 

Now 66 • • .  Re8 can be met by 6 7  Be6 .  

6 7  Ke6 
68 Ba6? 

White has an easy win 
69 Nf6 , e . g .  69 • . .  b3 
and White ' s  ' g '  pawn 
' b '  pawn doesn ' t .  

Rd4 

by 68 Rxd4 Bxd4 
70 Ba6 b2 71 Bd3 ,  

queens ,  but Black ' s  

(See next diagram) 

6 8  NxfS ! !  

An amazing resource . Black wins both 
Whi te ' s  remaining pawns for the knigh t .  

69  KxfS RdS+ 
70 Ke 4 

If 70 Ke6 RgS 7 1  Kf7 RfS+ 7 2  Kg8 RgS 
73  Kh7 RhS + 74 Nh6 Bd2 ,  or 70 Kf4 Rd6 . 

70 RgS 
7 1  Bc8 Rxg6 

The ending , though difficul t ,  should be 
drawn . All Black has to do is prevent 
White from working up a mating attack , 
and avoid ge tting his pieces in a c ngle . 
His own ' b '  pawn does not help him in 
ei ther of these tasks , and it may in 
fact be a psychological di sadvantage as 
it distrac ts him from tackling them. 

72  Ne 3 Rh6 
73 Kd5 Bd2 
74 Nf5 Rb6 
75 Nd6 b3 
76 Bf5 Bb4 
7 7  Nf 7 b2 
78 Bb l Ba3 
79 Rc 3 Rb7 
80 Ne5 RbS + 
8 1  Ke6 Bb4 
82 Rb3 Kc 7 ? ?  

Black ' s  posi tion has deteriorated a 
li ttle s ince move 7 1 ,  but he could still  
draw by  82 • . .  Rb6+ . 

83 Nd 7 !  

Suddenly Black i s  he lpless , He cannot 
prevent White from driving his rook 
away from the pro tection of the bi shop 
at b4 . 

(See next diagram) 

A curious confi guration of p ieces . 
Kavalek suggested there ought to be a 
piece on b6 to make a letter J - for 
j oke . I prefer the idea of moving 
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Black 1 s 
sort 

pawn from b2 
of drunken 

�o b6 to mak 
que st1on mark . 

e a 

8 3  

Round 6 

83 . . .  Kc6 84 
into the 

Be4+ Kc 7 

Kd8 

85 Bf3 transposes 
next note . 

84 Be4 Ra5 

The thre 
85 

at was 85 
Bf3 puts Black 

�c 6 ,  and if 84 
1n zugz 

• • . Kc7 
wang . 

' 

85 Ne5 

85 Rxb4 Ra6+ 86 Rb6 was also good 
enough . 

85 . . . Ra6+ 
86 Nc6+ Kc 7 
87 Rxb4 Rb6 
88 Rxb6 Kxb6 
89 Kd5 Kb5 
90 Bc2 Resigns 

Game No . 30 Queen I s  Indian De f ence 

Portiseh Tal 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 b6 
4 a3 Bb7 
5 Nc 3 dS 
6 cxdS exdS 
7 Bf4 Bd6 
8 Bg3 0-0 
9 e 3  ReS 

1 0  Bd3 cS 
1 1  0-0 Bxg3 
1 2  hxg3 Nbd7 
1 3  dxcS bxcS 
1 4  b4 d4 
I S  e xd4 Bxf3 
1 6  Qxf3 cxd4 
1 7  NdS NxdS 

1 8  QxdS 
1 9  Qxd8 

20 Rad l Kf8 
Drawn . 



ROUND 7 

1 9th April 

Tal (4) 1;2 1;2 Karpov (4) 

Kavalek (1)  1;2 1;2 Portisch (4Yz) 
Timman (2 1;2) 1 0 Larsen (1 Yz) 

Spassky (2 1;2) Yz 1;2 Hiibner (3 1;2) 

Hort (2 1;2) 0 1 Ljubojevic (4) 

Standings after seven rounds : Ljubo jevic , Portisch - 5 ;  Karpov, Tal - 4 ! ;  
HUhner - 4 ;  Timman - 3 ! ; Spassky - 3 ;  Hort - 2 ! ;  Kavalek , Larsen - l j .  

In game s between strong grandmasters it  is not often that one comes acro ss a text ­
book example , but this is what happened in the Hort-Ljuboj evic encounter . Both 
players were in an aggressive mood . But while the Yugoslav grandmaster ' s  preten­
sions af ter the opening appeared we l l-founded , Hort ' s  aggre ssive intentions seemed 
more emo tional in nature . It was hardly correct for him to p lay for a win ,  while 
agreeing to the exchange of  the black-squared bishops ( 1 7  Bg4 ) .  At any event , the 
game is a striking example of how Black can win in the Sicil ian Defence , if Whi te 
is not succe ssful early on . In this game Ljubojevic showed himse l f  in a compar ­
atively new role - in his mastery of conducting a strategic ,  strictly positional 
struggle . 

The innovation employed by Kavalek against Porti sch ( 1 0  0-0 instead of the usual 
10 Bd3 ) ,  was very accurately neutral ized . Black ' s  unexpected , at least for the 
American grandmaster , 1 7th move changed the evaluation of the posi tion in the eye s ,  
it  would seem t o  me , o f  both players . At any rate , on the very next move Kavalek 
offere d  a draw, but Portisch declined i t ,  and the si tuation deve loped c learly in 
his favour . But the unexpected tac tical re source found by the USA Champion on the 
27th move enabled him to maintain the balance . 

The Timman-Larsen encounter was an intere sting one . The Dane , as usual , was the 
one who dis turbed the peace . Timman played accurate ly,  but ac tively,  and all  the 
time maintained an advantage , a l though it would hardly have been enough to win , had 
not Larsen gone wrong after the time control .  After 4 2  • • •  Nc7 Whi te won a pawn , 
and confidently realized his ma terial advantage . 

Spassky did not achieve anything with Whi te against HUhner . Moreover , I woul d say 
that the final position, where a draw was agreed ,  was more favourable for Black . 

Regarding the Tal-Karpov game , I should l ike to use Kavalek '  s words : "It would 
have been very di fficul t to contemplate that Tal and Karpov, in such a favourable 
tournament posi tion , would have a serious ' go '  at one another" .  

87 



88 

Game No . 3 1  

Tal 

I d4 
2 e4 
3 Nd2 
4 exd5 
5 Bb5+ 
6 Qe2+ 
7 dxc5 
8 Nb3 
9 Be 3 

1 0  Nf3 

French Defence 

Karpov 

e6 
d5 
c5 
exd5 
Bd 7 
Be 7  
Nf6 
0-0 
Re8 
a6 

1 1  Bxd7 Nbxd7 
1 2  0-0 Nxc5 
1 3  Nfd4 

Drawn . 

Game No . 32 French De fence 

Kavalek Portisch 
(Notes by Ta l) 

I 
2 

e4 
d4 

3 Nc 3 
4 e5 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

a 3  
bxc3 
Nf3 
a4 
Bb5+ 

1 0  0-0 
1 1  axbS 

e6 
d5 
Bb4 
cS 
Bxc3+ 
Qc 7 
Ne 7 
b6 
Bd 7 

Bxb5 
Nd7 

Round 7 

1 2  Qd3 h6 
1 3  Ba3 0-0 
1 4  c4 dxc4 
IS Qxc4 Rfc8 
1 6  Qe2 Qb7 
1 7  dxcS 

Kavalek took an optimistic view of the 
posi tion after thi s move , but Portisch ' s  
repl y  came as a surprise to him . 

1 7  bxcS 

Now White is unable to activate hi s 
black-squared bi shop , which frequently 
causes him much concern in the French 
Defence (if his attack does not succee d ) . 
The di fference in the moods of the two 
players was emphasi zed by the fact that 
after his next move Kavalek offered a 
draw, but Portisch decline d .  

1 8  c4 
1 9  Rab l 
20 RxbS 
2 1  Bb2 
22 Nd2 
23 cxbS 
24 Rd l 
25 Nc4 
26 Bxd4 

a6 
axb5 
Qc6 
Rcb8 
Rxb5 
QdS 
NfS 
Nd4 
cxd4 

Black ' s  position appears the more prom­
ising - in the very near future he can 
hope to exploit the white weaknesse s at 
b5 and eS . But , fortunately for Whi te ,  
he finds a tactical re source which 
saves the position 

27 Qf3 !  

Exploiting the unde fended state o f  the 
rook at a8 , Whi te force s favourable 
simpli fication . 

2 7  
2 8  QxdS 
29 Nb2 

Ra4 
e xdS 
Rb4 
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Draw agreed on Black ' s proposal : after 
20 Nd3 RxbS 31 f4 his material advan­
tage is worthle ss . 

Game No . 33 Dutch Defence 

Timman Larsen 
(No tes by Whiteley) 

c4 f5 
2 Nf3 Nf6 
3 g3 e6 
4 Bg2 Be 7 
5 0-0 0-0 
6 b3 c6 
7 Bb2 aS ? !  

The Dane has played a Dutch de fence 
against the Dutchman ' s  English opening. 
Both players are reluc tant to commi t 
their ' d '  pawn s .  If Black plays . . .  d6 , 
Whi te wi ll rep ly d 2-d4 , but against 
• . .  dS , d2-d3 is be tter.  Since Black 
runs out of non-commi ttal move s firs t ,  
i t  would probably have been be t ter for 
him to play 7 . . .  d6 or 7 . . .  dS at once , 
deferring the decis ion whe ther to 
advance the ' a '  pawn . 

8 Nc3 

By ruling out . . .  a4 for the immediate 
future , Whi te shows 7 . • .  aS to be a 
l it tle dubious , 

8 dS 
9 d3 

More ambitious than 9 d4 . Whi te has the 
long-term plan of chipping away at 
Black ' s stonewal l formation by e2-e4 . 

9 Na6 
1 0  a3 Bd7 
1 1  e3 Be8 
1 2  Ne2 BhS 

By this manoeuvre ( some times called 
' Uhlmannisation ' after the East German 
grandmaster ' s  frequent adoption of i t  in 
the French Defence) Black ' solve s '  the 
problem o f  his bad queen ' s  bi shop . But 
he has to pay the price of surrendering 
the bi shop pai r .  

1 3  Qc2 
1 4  Nf4 

Bd6 
Bxf3 

IS Bxf3 
16 cxdS 

Qe7 

Black threatened 1 6  . . .  eS . 

1 6  exdS 

1 6  . . .  c xdS was safe r ,  but still  a li ttle 
be tter for Whi te . 

I 7 Rfe I Nc7 
1 8  Bg2 

1 8  e 4 ?  would lead to the ruination of 
White ' s  pawn formation after 1 8  . . .  dxe4 
1 9  dxe4 Bxf4 20 e xfS Qf7 2 1  gxf4 . 

1 8  NbS 

One of these days somebody with nothing 
be t ter to do may carry out a survey on 
the squares mos t  commonly occupied by 
black knights .  I doubt if bS wi l l  come 
high on the lis t .  The point of Black ' s  
eccentric deployment i s  to induce Whi te 
to p lay a3-a4 , leaving Black wi th a fine 
outpost on b4 . But Whi te does not 
obl ige ,  

1 9  Qc l !  

1 9  e4  dxe4 20 dxe4 Bxf4 2 1  Qc4+ Qf7 
22 eS is unclear . 

1 9  Ng4 
20 h3 Ne5 
2 1  a4 

Now this move is j us tified on tac tical 
grounds as a prepara tion for e 3-e4 . 
The immediate 2 1  e4 would fail  to 2 1 , . .  
fxe4 22 dxe4 d4 ! ,  and i f  23  a4 Nc 3 !  

2 1  Nc 7 

22 e 4 !  

This thematic advance opens the position 
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up to White ' s  advantage . 

22 
23  dxe4 

fxe4 
Rxf4 ! 

Comparatively be s t .  This combination 
ul timately leads to the el imination o f  
Whi te ' s  bishop pair.  

24 Qxf4 Nd3 
25 Qd2 Nxe l 
26 Rxe l Bb4 
2 7  Bc3 ReS 
28 Kf l 

If 28 e5 ? Qc5 followed by • . •  Ne6 ,  and 
Black ' s  knight becomes powerful . 

28 dxe4 
29 Rxe4 Bxc3 
30 Qxc3  

Not  30  Rxe 7?  Bxd2 3 1  Rxc 7  Re i  mate . 

30 Qf7 
3 1  Rxe8+ Nxe8 
32 Qe5 

Whi te now stands be tter,  since his 
bi shop is more e ffective than Black ' s  
knight in the open pos i tion with play 
on both side s  of the board. Neverthe­
less Black ' s  position is de fensibl e .  

3 2  h6 ? 

Better 32 . . .  Kf8 , avoiding the weakening 
of his whi te square s .  

33 Be4 Kf8 
34 Qxa5 Qxb3 
35 Qc5+ Kf7 
36 Bc2 Qd5 
37 Qb4 Qd7 
38 Bb3+ Kg6 

Black ' s  king i s  precarious ly placed , e . g .  
3 8  . . .  Kf6 ? 3 9  Qf8+,  ma ting . 

39 Qe4+ Kf6 
40 Qh4+ Kg6 
4 1  Qe4+ Kf6 
42 Kg2 

(See next diagram) 

42 Nc 7 ?  

A serious blunde r .  Now Whi te annexes 

the ' b '  pawn , and the win become s  a 
fairly s imple matter of technique . 
Black could probably still  have he ld 
on by 4 2  . • .  g5 . 

43  Qf4+ Ke7 
44 Qb4+ Kd8 
45 Qxb 7  Qd3 
4 6  Qb4 c5 
4 7  Qc4 Qxc4 
48 Bxc4 Ne8 
4 9  Kf3 Kc7 
50 a5 

The sealed move . White has many ways 
o f  winning, all involving using his ' a '  
pawn to decoy Black ' s  king, and march­
ing his own king over to the K-side . 
Whi te mus t ensure that Black is given 
no chance to sacri fice hi s knight and 
leave Whi te with bi shop and blockaded 
the wrong-coloured rook ' s  pawn , but i t  
i s  easy t o  avoid thi s .  

5 0  Nd6 
5 1  Bd5 Kb8 
52  Kf4 Ka7 
5 3  Ke5 Nb5 
54 Bc4 Ka6 
5 5  Kd5 ' Kxa5 
56 Kxc5 Nc3 
5 7  Bd5 Nd l 
58  f4 Nf2 
59 Kd4 

5 9  Kb4 
60 Bf3 Nxh3 



Game s Nos . 

6 1  Ke3 g5 
6 2  f5 g4 
6 3  Bxg4 Ng.5 
64 Kd4 Kb3 
65 Bh5 Kc2 
66 f6 Kd2 
6 7  f 7  Ne6+ 
68 Ke5 NfS 
69 Kd6 Re signs 

Game No . 34 Queen ' s  Pawn Opening 

Spas sky Hubner 

I d4 Nf6 
2 Nf3 e6 
3 Bg5 c5 
4 e3 Be 7 
5 Nbd2 b6 
6 Bd3 Bb7 
7 c3 d5 
s 0-0 0-0 
9 Ne5 Nfd7 

1 0  Bxe 7 Qxe 7 
1 1  f4 Ba6 

1 2  Bxa6 Nxa6 
1 3  Qa4 NabS 
1 4  b4 Nxe5 
1 5  fxe5 Qd7 
1 6  Qb3 c xb4 
I 7 c xb4 Nc6 
I S  Rac l RacS 
1 9  b5 Ne7 
20 Qd3 Rc7 
2 1  Nb3 Rfc8 
2 2  Rxc 7 Rxc 7  
23  Re i 

Drawn . 

Game No. 35 Sicilian Defence 

Hort Ljubojevia 
(Notes by Aronin) 

e4 c5  

34 , 35 9 1  

2 Nf3 d6 
3 d4 Nf6 
4 Nc3 c xd4 
5 NXd4 a6 
6 Be2 

6 Bg5 is more often p layed,  al though 
6 Be 2  is also popular wi th many grand-
masters .  

6 e5 
7 Nb3 Be 7  
s a4 

The preparatory S 0-0 usually leads to 
an insignificant transpo s� t�on of move s 
after 8 . . .  0-0 9 a4 . 

s Be6 

This i s  a more promi sing plan of deve l -
opment than S . . .  Nbd7 fo llowed by 
. . .  b7-b6 and . . •  Bb7 .  

9 0-0 0-0 
1 0  f4 exf4 

The wel l-known game Tal -Fis cher (Candi­
date s '  Tournamen t ,  Curacao 1 96 2 )  went 
1 0  . . .  Qc 7 1 1  f5 Bc4 1 2  aS , wi th a 
slight advantage for Whi te . Lj ubojevic 
pre fers to exchange on f4 , vacating the 
square e5 for his knight . In re turn 
the opponent is given the no less 
important square d4 . 

1 1  Bxf4 Nc6 
1 2  Kh l ReS 

Advancing 1 2  . . •  d5 does not give equali ty : 
1 3  e5 Ne4 1 4  Nxe4 dxe4 1 5  Nd2 Bf5 
1 6  c3 , and after following up with 
1 7  Nc4 or 1 7  Bc4 ,  White stands be t ter . 

1 3  Bf3 Ne5 
14 Nd5 

Centrali zing the knight by 1 4  Nd4 would 
have been good , but Hort has a different 
plan .  He is aiming to create a pawn 
maj ority on the Q-side . 

1 4  BXd5 
15 exd5 

Whi te ' s  occupation of d5 has led to 
his whi te -squared bishop being devalued 
somewhat .  However ,  i t  cannot be cal led 
' bad ' - i t has prospects on other 
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diagonal s .  

1 5  
1 6  cJ 

Nfd7 
BgS 

Black naturally s trive s  to exchange the 
black-squared bishops , so as to increase 
the e ffec tivene ss of hi s outpost at  e S .  
Possibly Whi te should have avoided the 
exchange , by continuing 1 7  BgJ .  

1 7  Bg4 Bxf4 
1 8  Rxf4 Rc4 
1 9  Rxc4 Nxc4 
20 Qd4 

The chances of the two side s  can be 
regarded as roughly equal . Whi te has 
no reason to exchange on d 7 .  

2 0  NdeS 
2 1  Be2 Qc7 
22 aS 

Fixing the pawns at a6 and b 7 .  Black 
cannot cap ture on b2 , of course , because 
of 2J c4 Nbxc4 24 Re i .  

22 Rc8 
2J Nd2 Nxd2 

Both 2J • . •  Nxb2 24 c4 , and 2J • . •  Nxa5 
24 Qb4 , are unfavourable for Black . 

24 Qxd2 

Thus , the material balance is de signated : 
Whi te has a bi shop , and Black a ' proud ' 
knight at e5 . However ,  this is not yet 
sufficient to give him an advantage . 
But i f  Black should also succeed in 
con trol ling cS , his advantage wi l l  
become rea l .  Whi te , i n  hi s turn, i s  
basing h i s  hopes o n  advancing cJ-c4 and 
b2-b4 , with the prospect  of following 
up wi th c4-c5 . 

24 Re8 

25 hJ 

A nece ssary move . 
fol low 25 • . .  Nxc4 

On 25 c4? there can 
26 Qc2 Qe 7 !  

25 
26 Qd4 
2 7  Bf3 
28 QxcS 
2 9  b4 

g6 
Nd7 
QcS 
NxcS 
NdJ 

Here Whi te should have directed his 
king towards the centre . After 30 Kg ! 
Rc8 J2 RaJ NeS J2 Kf2 Nc4 JJ Ra2 NeS 
J4 RaJ the game should have ended in a 
draw. 

JO c4?  
J l  Rb l 
J2 Rxb 7  
JJ Rc 7 
J4 Kg ! 

Nxb4 
Nd3 
NcS 
hS 
Kf8 

Black ' s  position can be assessed as won .  

JS Kf2 Rb8 
J6 Rc6 Ke 7 
J7 Rc 7+ Kf6 
J8 Ke J RbJ+ 
J9 Kd2 Rb7 
40 Rc8 KeS 
4 1  KcJ Rb3+ 
42 Kc2 Kd4 
4J Rc6 RcJ+ 
44 Kd2 

44 Kb l was more tenacious . In this 
case , if Black p lays for mate , he may 
fail to win : 44 . . .  NdJ 45 Rb6 ! ( the 
only de fence against 45 . . .  Rc l +  46 Ka2 
KcJ ,  wi th the decisive threa t of 47 . • .  

Nb4+) . How should Black continue the 
at tack? 45 . • •  h4 sugge sts itse l f ,  so 
as , after advancing the K-side pawns , 
to then p lay . . .  NeS with a won rook 
ending.  But on  45 . . •  h4  Whi te rep lies 
46  Ka2 ! ,  and probably saves the game 
(46 . . .  Rc2+ 4 7  KbJ ! Rb2+ 48 KaJ ) .  



Game No . 35 

On 44 Kbl Black can and mus t p lay 44 . • •  

Ke5 45 Rc7 Kf6 46 Rc6 Ke 7 4 7  Rc 7+ 
Ke8 48  Rc6 Kd7 ,  and Whi te loses one of 
his pawns - ' a '  or ' c ' . 

44 Ra3 
45 Kc 2 Ra2+ 

Here the game was adjourned,  and Hort 
resigned i t  without re suming . After 
46  Kb l Rf2 there is  no de fence against 
47 • . •  Kc 3.  

93  



ROUND S 

20th April 

Karpov (4Y2) 0 Ljubojevic (5) 
Huhner (4) Y2 Y2 Hort (2 Y2) 
Larsen (1 Y2) I 0 Spassky (3) 

Portisch (5) Y2 Y2 Timman (3 Y2) 
Tal (4Y2) I 0 Kavalek (1 Y2) 

Standings after eight rounds : Karpov, Portisch ,  Tal - 5 ! ;  
HUhner - 4 ! ; Timman - 4 ;  Har t ,  Spassky - 3 ;  Larsen - 2 ! ;  

Lj ubojevic - 5 ;  
Kavalek - I � .  

Before the s tart o f  this round the Yugoslav grandmas ter was at  the head o f  the 
tournament table . But ,  remembering the character of previous mee tings wi th the 
World Champion, it could be expected that the task facing him today would be very 
difficul t .  Indeed ,  both this game , and , jumping ahead , the game from the second 
cycl e ,  showed that Lj ubo jevic has a de fini te ' Karpov comp lex ' .  From the very first 
move s Black did no t conceal his peaceable intentions . Karpov did not avoid 
exchange s ,  s ince he saw that they gave him certain posi tional gains . However ,  it 
would appear that they were c learly insufficient .  The game was adjourned in a 
posi tion, the evaluation of which was not in doubt : obj ectively i t  was a draw. 
But the path to  it was both lengthy and long. The adj ournment session re sembled a 
duel be tween two wre stlers , where one was constantly on hi s knee s .  Karpov needed 
a ' clean ' win , but only a mi stake by Ljubojevic enabled him to achieve i t .  

Montreal saw a meeting o f  old acquaintance s ,  grandmasters who have long been moving 
in the same circles .  But it so happened that Tal and Kavalek were mee ting in a 
tournament for the first time . In an English Opening the American p layed bo ldly 
and riskily, trying to seize the ini tiative .  I sacri ficed a pawn .  The sacrifice 
was one hundred per cent justified,  but should not have brought a decisive advantage . 
At any event , I achieved my aim, which was to force my opponent to defend . And 
Kavalek does not particularly l ike defending.  Fearing some mythical threat s ,  he 
overlooked a real one , and when all the whi te pieces came into play his position 
became really dif ficul t .  A time trouble error on the 39th move se ttled matters . 

Larsen once again lived up to hi s reputation as a chess ' gl adiator ' .  His previous 
failures had fai led to unsettle him. Mee ting his traditionally di fficul t opponent 
- Spassky, he p layed for a win . It is true that his aggre ss ion was veiled by the 
quiet way that he p layed the opening . Black obtained a comfortable game , but , when 
the Ex-World Champion decided that his position was more than comfortable , Larsen 
quickly succeeded in refuting this opinion . On the 2 1 st move Spassky could have gone 
into an objectively defensible , but highly unp leasant endin g .  Hi s continuing 
optimism led to an oversight . Larsen won his queen, and a lthough formally Black 
had adequate compensation , the attack , carried out most elegantly by the Dane , 
nevertheless p roved decisive . 

Yet another opening innovation by Portisch, introduced in his game with Timman , 

94 
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turned out on thi s occasion to be ine ffec tive . The Dutch grandmaste r  appeared to 
be prepared for this continuation ,  for he found a good rep ly and soon sei zed the 
�n� t�ative . But it would seem that he himself did not really be l ieve that one can 
play for a win against Portisch with Black , otherwise it is di fficult to explain 
his offer of a draw in a highly attractive position .  

The resul t (draw) and duration ( 1 2  moves )  o f  the HUbner-Hort game speak sufficiently 
eloquently for themse lves . 

Game No . 36 GrUnfe ld Defence 
(by transposi tion) 

Karpov Ljubojevie 
(Notes by White ley & Keene) 

I c4 c5 
2 Nf3 Nf6 
3 Nc3 d5 
4 cxd5 Nxd5 
5 d4 Nxc3 

Portisch-HUbner in round 2 continued 
S • . .  cxd4 6 Qxd4 Nxc3 7 Qxc 3  Nc6 8 e4 , 
and Black fai led to equalize .  

6 bxc3 g6 

6 . . .  e6 would lead to a variation of the 
Semi-Tarrasch Defence which is generally 
considered to be good for Whi te . 

7 e4 

One would have expected the solid 7 e 3  
from Karpov . The text leads t o  a 
currently fashionable variation of the 
GrUnfe ld in which Whi te i s  more or le ss 
commi tted to an exchange sacrif ice . 

7 Bg7 
8 Be2 

Another popular idea here is 8 BbS+ Bd7 
(8  . . .  Nc6 ! ? ) 9 Bxd7+ (9  Be 2 ! ? )  9 . . .  Qxd7 , 
but it is an intere sting comment on the 
memory of modern theory that thi s was ,  
in fac t ,  an old main line , which had 
simply been forgotte n !  Flores-Czern iak , 
(Buenos Aire s Olympiad , 1 93 9 )  continued : 
1 0  0-0 c xd4 1 1  c xd4 Nc6 1 2  Be3 0-0 
1 3  dS ! NeS 1 4  NxeS BxeS I S  Rb l b5 
1 6  f4 Bc 3 1 7  Qd3 b4 1 8  fS Rfc8 
1 9  Rf3 ! ?  ( 1 -0 36 ) .  Alekhine sugge s ted 
1 9  h4 (p lanning h4-hS) as stronger . 

8 0-0 ? 

Now White obtains a sl ight advantage to 

which he tenaciously cl ings for the 
re s t  of the game . Correc t  was 8 • . •  Bg4 ! 
(9 . . .  Bg4 is also correc t  if Whi te plays 
the fine sse 8 BbS+ Bd7 9 Be 2 )  9 Be 3  
Bxf3 1 0  Bxf3 Nc6 ,  when Whi te must 
either play the strategically dubious 
1 1  e5 , or the tac tically dubious 1 1  d5 
Bxc 3+ 1 2  Kf l Bxa l 1 3  Qxa l Nd4 
1 4  Bxd4 c xd4 I S  Qxd4 . 

9 0-0 Bg4 
1 0  Be3 QaS 

It is too late for a direct  assault on 
Whi te ' s  centre , e . g .  I O  . . .  cxd4 1 1  cxd4 
Nc6 1 2  dS ! Rxa l 1 3  Qxa l , threatening 
both 1 4  Bh6 and 1 4  dxc6 , or IO . • .  Bxf3 
1 1  Bxf3 Nc6 1 2  dS Bxc3 (no longer check) 
1 3  dxc6 , winning two pieces for a rook . 

1 1  Qb3 cxd4 
1 2  c xd4 Nc6 
1 3  Rad l Qb4 
1 4  h3 Bxf3 
I S  Bxf3 Rfc8 
1 6  Qxb4 Nxb4 
1 7  eS ! 

Not a strategic mi stake in this pos�t�on , 
s ince Black hasn ' t  time to blockade dS . 

1 7  Rc7 
1 8  Re i Rac8 
1 9  Rxc 7 

After 1 9  Bxb7 Rxc l 20 Rxc l Rxc l +  
2 1  Bxc l Nxa2 2 2  Bd2 Black can rescue 
the kni ght by . . .  e6 and . . .  Bf8 .  

1 9  Rxc 7  
2 0  Rb l Nxa2 

(See next diagram) 

2 1  Ra l !  

2 1  Rxb7 Rxb 7  22 Bxb7 offered no real 
winning chance s .  
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2 1  
22 Rxa7 

(22  • . .  h6 ! )  

23 Bf4 ! 

Nb4 
h5 ? 

Whi te could win a pawn by 23 Rxb7 Rxb7 
24 Bxb 7 ,  but the position would be dead 
drawn after 24 . . .  Nc 2 ,  forcing bi shops 
of opposi te colour s .  

23  Nd3 
24 Bg5 

2 2  . . •  h6 ! would have prevented thi s .  

24 Rd7 
25 Rxb 7 Rxd4 
26 e6 fxe6 
27 Rxe7 

Despite the fact that ma terial is equal 
and all the pawns are on the same s ide 
of the board ,  Black still  has consider­
able prac tical de fensive di fficul tie s .  
Whi te has an active posi tion , the bi shop 
pair and two weak pawns to attack . None­
the le ss the posi tion should be drawn and 
it requires two c lear mi stake s by Black 
before Whi te is able to win i t .  

2 7  
2 8  Be4 

Rd6 
e5 

The only way to protect g6 , but now his 

remaining bi shop lacks scop e .  

2 9  Rc7 Bf8 
30 Be 3 Nf4 
3 1  Rc8 Kg7 
32  g3 Ne 6 
33 Kg2 Be7 
34 Rb8 Bg5 

Of course , Black s trive s  to exchange 
one of Whi te ' s  bi shop s .  

35 Rb7+ 
36 Ba7 

Kf6 
Bd2 ?  

So far Black has defended we ll and 
achieved good co-ordination for his 
piece s .  But now he misses the chance 
to play 36 . . .  h4 , which forces the ex­
change of another pair of pawns , since 
37  g4 would seriously weaken f4 . 

37 Rb3 Ba5 
38 h4 

Prevent ing . . .  h4 . 

38 Nd4 
39 Rb7 Ne6 
40 Be 3 Bc3 
4 1  Rb3 Bd4 ! 

The sealed move . After the game 
Karpov made the obscure comment that 
he had not analysed this obvious move 
at a l l ,  because he had not expected 
Black to make an unneces sarily commi t­
tal decis ion offering to exchange bi sh­
ops . This seems strange , since Black , 
as mentioned above , has been in re lent­
less pursui t of a bi shop exchange for 
some t ime ! 

4 2  Bh6 
43 Bg5+ 
44 Rb7+ ? !  

Ng7 
Kf 7 

More forceful was 44 Rf3+, e . g . 44 . . .  
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Ke8 4 5  Bh6 ! ,  or 44 . • .  Kg8 4 5  Be 7 ! ,  
intending 46  Rf8+ and 4 7  Bf6 . Perhaps 
Karpov feared 44 . . .  Nf5 45 BxfS gxfS 
46 RxfS + ,  when it is doubtful whe ther 
Whi te ' s  extra pawn is good enough to win . 
For the next 1 4  move s White make s no 
progress . Had Karpov underestimated 
the s trength of Rf 3 ,  or was he trying to 
lull his opponent into a false sense of 
security by delaying the critical contin­
uation? Certainly , one of Karpov' s  main 
s trengths is the abil ity to keep pos­
itions ' on the bo il ' for long periods , 
wi thout precipitating a premature crisis . 
Opponents often crack by sheer fatigue 
under thi s kind of pressure . 

44 Kg8 
45 Be 7 Ra6 
46  BdS+ Kh7 
4 7  BgS Rd6 
48 Be4 Kg8 
4 9  Rb8+ Kf7 

Not 49 . . .  Kh7 50 Rf8 and 5 1  Bf6 . 

so ReS Ne6 
5 1  Bh6 BcS 
5 2  Ra8 Rd8 
5 3  RaS 

The exchange of rooks would leave Whi te 
wi th no winning chance s .  

5 3  Rd6 
54  Bb l Bd4 
55 Ra8 Bc5 
56 Ba2 Kf6 
5 7  ReS Bd4 
58  ReS Ra6 
5 9  Bc4 Rc6 
60 Bd3 Kf7 
6 1  Ra8 Rd6 
6 2  Be4 Bc5 
6 3  Kf l Rd l +  
64 Kg2 Rd6 
65 Bb l Bd4 

Also tempting was 6S . . .  Rb6 66 Ba2 Rb2 
6 7  Ra6 Rxf2+ 68  Kh3 Rxa2 69 Rxa2 Kf6 
70 Kg2 e4 wi th good drawing chances . But 
the text probably ought to draw more 
easily.  

66  Ra3 Nc 7 
6 7  Ba2+ Ke8 
68 Rf3 !  

The correct plan at las t .  

6 8  
6 9  Bb l 
70 Rf8+ 

70 

Ne6 
Nc5 

Ke 7 ?  

Correct was 7 0  . . .  Kd 7 ,  e . g .  7 1  Rg8 e4 
7 2  Bf8 Rf6 73  BxcS Bxc5 74 Bxe4 Rxf2+ 
75 Kh3 Bd6 , and it is doubtful whether 
Whi te can prevent Black from drawing by 
exchanging rooks and sacrificing his 
bi shop for Whi te ' s  ' g '  pawn , leaving 
White with bi shop and wrong-coloured 
rook ' s  pawn . For example , 76 Bxg6 ? R£3 
77 Bxh5 Rxg3+ draws at once . 

7 1  Rg8 ! 

Now White threatens both Black ' s  ' g '  
pawn , and the exchange . 

7 1  e4  

Equally hopeless were 7 1  . . .  K£ 7 7 2  Ba2+,  
or  7 1  . . . Rb6 72 Bxg6 Rb2 73 Bg5+ Ke6 
74 Rf8 . 

72 B£8+ Resigns 

Game No . 37  Engl ish Opening 

Hubner Hart 

1 c4 eS 
2 Nc3 Nf6 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 d3  d5 
5 c xdS NxdS 
6 e 3  Be6 
7 Be 2  Be l 
8 0-0 0-0 
9 Bd2 Ndb4 

1 0  Qb l aS 
1 1  Re i Qd7 
1 2  Ne4 
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Drawn . 

Game No . 38 Queen ' s  Gambi t  

Larsen Spas sky 
(Notes by Tal) 

I c4 e6 
2 Nc3 d5 
3 d4 Be 7 
4 c xd5 e xd5 
5 Bf4 c6 
6 e 3  Bf5 
7 Bd3 

This is not a s ign of caution , but a 
move which is in keeping with the s tyle 
of the Dane , who normally avoids advan­
ces of the type g2-g4 (and it is this 
move that theqry recommends in the given 
posi tion) . The exchange of whi te­
squared bishops by no means signifies 
a le ssening of tension on the board . 

7 Bxd3 
8 Qxd3 Nf6 
9 Nf3 Nbd7 

1 0  0-0 0-0 
1 1  Rab l aS 
1 2  h3 Re8 
1 3  a3 a4 

I am not convinced that Black should 
have so openly fallen in with his 
opponent ' s provocation (by 1 3  a3 Whi te 
c learly provoked the black pawn into 
occupying what i s ,  on general grounds ,  
a favourable square ) .  

1 4  Qc2 Qa5 
1 5  Rfd l ! 

Whi te ' s  p lans include p lay in the centre . 

1 5  Bf8 
1 6  Ne5 Re 7 

A move whi ch shows that Spassky ' s  form 
at the start of the tournament was far 
from ideal . The rook is awkwardly 
placed on thi s square , and the attack 
on a3 is l i fted . 

1 7  b4 axb3 
1 8  Rxb3 Nxe5 

- 1 9  dxe5 Nd 7 
20 Rxb7 Qxa3 
2 1  Rc7 

It  is intere sting tha t ,  for all its  
extravagance , Larsen ' s  p lay i s  highly 
technical . Now the Dane has nothing 
agains t  the simple posi tion re sul ting 
after 2 l  . . .  Nxe5 22 Bxe5 Rxe5 23 Rxc6 , 
when Black has an i so lated pawn at d5 . 
It is di fficul t to assert that Larsen 
would have won this posi tion , but of 
the fact that he would have tormented 
Spassky long and thoroughly there can 
be no doubt.  Obvious ly such a prospect  
did not appeal to  the Ex-World Champion , 
but his next move involve s  an oversight .  

2 1  Qc5 ?  

Larsen ' s  comment a t  this poin t  i s  
intere sting : " I  spent 2 0  minutes on my 
next move . For the first ten Spassky 
sat quie tly at the board , but then he 
suddenly stood up , and I realized that 
he had overlooked something. The con­
tinuation 22 Qb2 Nb6 is all right for 
Black , and therefore I have to win the 
queen " .  

22 Rxd5 ! cxd5 
23 Rxc5 Nxc5 
24 Nxd5 

Whi te ' s  material advan tage is not so 
formidable , but his pawn mass on the K­
s ide , which threatens to advance ,  is 
highly imposing . The game has an eleg­
ant finale . 



Game s Nos . 38 ,  39,  40 

24 Rea7  
25  Bg5 Ra l +  
26  Kh2 R8a2 
2 7  Qf5 Ne6 
28 Bh4 Rf l 
2 9  f4 Re i 
30 Qg4 Rc4 

The game would have lasted l onger after 
30 • • •  Rcc2 3 1  f5 Rxg2+.  

31  Nf6+ Kh8 

32  Qh5 ! 

In view of the inevitable 32 • • •  gxf6 
33 Qxf 7 ,  Black resigned . 

Game No . 39 King ' s  Indian Defence 

Portisch 

I Nf3 
2 c4 
3 d4 
4 g3 
5 Bg2 
6 Nc3 
7 0-0 
8 Nd5 

8 
9 Ne3 

1 0  Bxf3 
dS 
Bg2 

1 1  
1 2  

Timman 

g6 
Bg7 
Nf6 
0-0 
d6 
Nc6 
a6 

Bg4 
Bxf3 
Nd7 
Nd4 
cS 

Game 

9 9  

1 3  Bd2 b5 
1 4  Re i aS 
1 5  cxb5 a4 
1 6  Nc4 Nxb5 
1 7  f4 Qc7 
1 8  e 3  Ra6 
1 9  Rf2 Qa7 
20 Bf l  Rb8 
2 1  Be l  Qa8 
2 2  Rd2 Ra7 
23 Qf3 Nc7 
24 Bg2 Nb6 
25 b3 axb3 
26 axb3 

Drawn . 

No . 40 English Opening 

Tal Kavalek 
(Notes by Tall 

I c4 eS 
2 Nc3 Nf6 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 g3 BcS 
5 Bg2 d6 
6 o-o 0-0 
7 d3 h6 
8 a3 a6 
9 b4 Ba7 

1 0  Bb2 BfS 
1 1  Nh4 Bd7 
1 2  Re i Ne8 
1 3  NdS g5 
1 4  Nf3 fS 
I S  Nd2 Nd4 
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The critical point of the game . The 
position i s  somewhat in the spirit of 
the Cl osed Variation of the Sicil ian 
Defence , with the difference that Black ' s  
bishop , instead o f  being i n  i ts ' agreed ' 
p lace (g7 ) , has been shi f ted to the 
o ther side of the board.  Whi te has 
played the opening re stra inedly;  Black , 
as can be seen , has played fairly expan­
sive ly ,  and i f  he should succeed in 
driving away the knight from d5 and then 
playing . . •  f5-f4 , his attack , supported 
by his black-squared bishop , may become 
dange rous . I considered myself obliged 
to fight for the ini tiative ,  and this 
di ctated the following decision . 

1 6  c5 c6  
I 7 Nb6 ! ?  

On 1 7  Ne 3 I did not care for 1 7  . • •  f4 
1 8  Nec4 Bg4 . At the cost of a pawn 
Whi te e l iminates the mo st dangerous 
enemy piece , and hopes to be the first 
to begin an attack . The pawn sacrifice 
i s  probably correct ,  but no more . 

1 7  
1 8  c xb6 
1 9  Nc4 

Bxb6 
qxb6 
Qa7 

The first concession the queen is 
badly p laced a t  a7,  but after any o ther 
move , 20 e3 and then f2-f4 is highly 
unp leasan t .  

2 0  e 3  Ne6 
2 1  d4 

The threat of opening the long diagonal 
forces Black to weaken his position . 

2 1  exd4 
22 exd4 d5 
23 Ne5 Nf6 
24 Re i Ng7 

In order to enliven the game , Whi te 
also begins to threaten his opponent on 
the Q-side . 

25 a4 
26 Ba3 
27 Qd3 
28 Re2 

Qb6 
Rfe8 
Qd8 

All in the same unhurried manner .  White 
plans to  double rooks , then to move his 
knight , and perhaps play h2-h4 followed 

by Be l , but all  thi s  is to a high degree 
abstract .  Kavalek , who was short of 
time , began to grow nervous here . His 
fo llowing move leads to serious di ffi ­
cul tie s .  

28 Ng4 
29 b5 axb5 
30 axb5 Nxe5 
31 dxe5 

Now Whi te has not only a strong pawn at 
e5 , but suddenly his powerful black­
squared bishop come s into p lay . 

3 1  f4 
32 bxc6 bxc6 
33 Bd6 Ra4 
34 Rb2 Qa8 
35 Bf l 

The bi shop is switched to the highly 
attrac tive b 1 -h7 diagonal .  

35 Ra2 
36 Rxa2 Qxa2 
37 Qc3 

Threatening 38 Ra l .  

37  fxg3 
38 hxg3 Qa7 
39 Bd3 

Black ' s  pos1t 1on is already di fficul t ,  
and the fol lowing t ime trouble blunder 
makes it simply hope less . 

39 
40 Bg6 

Ne6 
Ra8 

In this posi tion the game was adj ourned, 
but it did not last long on resumption .  

4 1  Qf3 
42 Qf6 
43  Qxg6+ 
44 e6 

Be8 
Bxg6 
Ng7 



Game No . 40 

From the a3-f8 diagonal , the bi shop 
threatens to switch to the long diagona l .  

44 
45 Q£7+ 
46  B£8 

Qd4 
Kh7 
Re signs 

1 0 1  



ROUND 9 

2 1 st April 

Kavalek (1 Y2) 
Timman (4) 
Spas sky (3) 
Hort (3) 
Ljubojevic (5) 

0 
Y2 
Y2 
I 
Y2 

Karpov (5 Y2) 
Yz Tal (5 Yz) 
Y2 Portisch (5 Y2) 
0 Larsen (2 Y2) 
Y2 Hiibner (4Y2) 

Standings after nine rounds : Karpov - 6 ! ;  Por tisch, Tal - 6 ;  Ljubojevic - 5 � ; 
HUhner - 5 ;  Tinunan - 4 ! ;  Hort - 4 ;  Spassky - 3 ! ; Larsen - 2 ! ;  Kavalek - q .  

The most in tere s ting encounter o f  the round was that be tween Kavalek and Karpov. 
Here everything attracted attention - both an unexpec ted opening ( for the firs t 
time in his career the Worl d  Champion played the Open Variat ion of the Ruy Lopez 
as Black ) , and an erudite reply by Kavalek (as was later revealed , he had s tudied 
this variation a good ten years ago ) .  I t  would appear that Whi te was more happy 
with the outcome of the opening s tage , but his de sire to extract more from the 
posi tion than was warranted led to a tac tical outburst , where Karpov proved to be 
the more far-seeing. Under heavy fire , his king had to make a lengthy , weari some , 
but in the end success ful journey.  After she ltering in the centre behind a screen 
of piece s ,  it reached safe ty ,  and Black ' s material advantage soon told . 

I mus t  admit that ,  before the 9th round , al though my tournament position gave 
cause for optimism, I was not e specially happy wi th the content of my game s .  I 
think that i t  was after the game with Timman that I began to believe in the possi­
bility o f  succe ss in the tournament ,  al though I did not win thi s game , and at  no 
point did I think that I would .  Black , as happens wi th him from time to time , 
p layed the opening care lessly,  and went wrong, as it later turned out , as early as 
the 5 th move . I had s imp ly not considered my opponen t ' s rep ly . Timman gained an 
advantage , a decisive one , i t  would seem (howeve r ,  nei ther during the game , nor 
after i t ,  was a spec ific way to real ize it found) .  But with a di f ficult de fensive 
task I succeeded in coping . Here to my assis tance came an old weapon - my abi l i ty 
to ' twi s t  and turn ' . It was pleasing tha t ,  in an encounter with a young and highly 
resource ful opponent ,  this we apon did not le t me down . 

Ljubojevic he ld an advantage throughout his game with Hlibner .  He could have won a 
pawn (9 Bxc6 bxc6 1 0  Na5 ) ,  but either did not no tice this , or e l se avoided it in 
view of Black ' s  counter-p lay . At any even t ,  Hlibner had to defend ' al l  the way ' . 
Probably at some point Whi te failed to extract the maximum poss ible , and the 
adj ourned position already looked highly drawish.  

For a long t ime the heavy strategic due l be tween Hort and Larsen was re la tive ly 
evenly balanced . It was only just be fore the time control that the Dane , over­
estimating his chance s ,  incautiously penetrated with his bishop into the enemy 
pos i tion .  He was unable to save the bishop , and on re sump tion Hort accurately 
real ized his material advantage . 

1 02 



Game No . 4 1  1 0 3  

The Spassky-Portisch game took a fairly quie t course , and ended i n  a draw after 
Black had, wi thout part icular di fficulty, neutralized Whi te ' s  advantage in a 
variation of the Caro-Kann Defence , where Spassky had played unpre tentiously.  

Game No . 4 1  Ruy Lopez 

Kavalek Karpov 
(Notes by Kho lmov) 

I e4 eS 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 BbS a6 
4 Ba4 Nf6 
5 0-0 Nxe4 

A new opening, it would seem, in the 
Worl d  Champion ' s  reper toire ! Be fore 
thi s ,  as Black , he appears to have 
adhered to the Closed Variations o f  the 
Ruy Lopez .  Possibly his choice o f  
opening was influenced by the fac t that,  
during the match in Baguio , he had to go 
through an extensive prac tical course 
on the study of thi s variation . Karpov 
had evidently come to the conclus ion 
that the Open Variation was not as bad 
as i ts reputation , as is also confirmed 
by the present game . 

6 d4 bS 
7 Bb3 dS 
8 dxeS Be6 
9 Qe2 

This continuation was employed by the 
World Champ ion in the 1 2 th game of the 
ma tch in Baguio .  

9 Be 7  
1 0  Rd l 0-0 
1 1  c4 bxc4 
1 2  Bxc4 BcS 
1 3  Be3 Bxe3 
1 4  Qxe 3 Qb8 
I S  Bb3 NaS 

A posi tion from the 1 2 th game of the 
match in Baguio has been reache d .  True , 
in that encounter Karpov was playing 
Whi te . 

1 6  Nbd2 

(See next diagram) 

Thi s ,  i t  turns out , is what Kavalek had 
decided to try ! In the aforementioned 
game Whi te played 1 6  Ne l ,  and the final 
resul t was a draw. Commenting on the 

game , grandmaster Filip , one of the 
match controllers , sugge s ted that 
1 6  Nbd2 might be stronge r .  The American 
Champion fol lows this advice , but as we 
wil l  see , his hope s  are not justified . 
Black is able to put into e f fect  his 
main s trategic p lan - that of seizing 
the centre with pawns . 

1 6  Qa 7 
1 7  Nd4 

This move too was advi sed by the Czech 
grandmaste r .  It is unlikely that 
Kavalek , in view of his poor tournament 
posi tion , could have been 3atis fied 
wi th the variation 1 7  Qxa7 Rxa7 1 8  Nxe4 
Nxb3 1 9  axb3 dxe4 20 Nd4 , wi th a 
probable draw . 

1 7  Nxd2 
1 8  qxd2 Qb6 ! 

1 8  . . .  Nxb3 is less good , since then Whi te 
achieves certain strategic gains : 
1 9  Nxb3 cS 20 Rac l Rfc8 2 1  QaS , and 
Black is obl iged to advance his pawn . 
After 2 1  . . .  c4 22 Nd4 Qb8 23 f4 i t  
turns out that 23  . . .  Qxb2 fai l s  t o  
24 Rb l !  

1 9  Bc2 cS ! 

One of Karpov ' s  charac teristic pecul ­
iaritie s  is the fact that he rejects 
without regre t various tactical ' mi r­
ages ' ,  and consi s tently carrie s out his 
s trategic plan .  After 1 9  . . .  Nc4 ? 
20 Qe2 ! both 20 . . .  Nxb2 2 1  Rab l Rab8 
22 Rd2 ! ,  and 20 • . .  Qxb2 2 1  Rab l Qa3 
22 Nxe6 fxe6 23 Qh5 , are bad for Black . 
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20 NfS BxfS 

20 • . .  Qxb2?  is dangerous ,  in view of 
2 1  Rabl Qa3 22 Nxg7 ! Kxg7 23 QgS+ Kh8 
24 Qf6+ Kg8 25 Rd3 ,  e tc .  If here 
2 1  . . .  Qxe5 , then 22 Ne7+ and then 
23 QxaS . 

2 1  BxfS Rad8 
2� b3 Rfe8 
23  Re I c4 
24 QgS 

Whi te thinks only o f  attack . Quie ter 
p lay re sul ts after 24 bxc4 dxc4 25 Qc3 
QcS 26 Re3 RdS 27 Rae l ,  with an 
unc lear position .  

24 Qc7 ! 

The World Champion disp lays extreme 
caution . After 24 • • .  c xb3 25 axb3 Nxb3 
26 Rab l aS (26 . . .  Qa5 ? 27 Re3 Nd2 
28 Bxh7+ Kxh7 2 9  Rg3 ! ,  or 2 7  • . •  Nc5 
28 Rh3 h6 29 Rxh6 RxeS 30 Bh7+ Kf8 
3 1  QxeS gxh6 32 Qf6 ! ,  in bo th cases 
with advantage to Whi te ) White has to 
play very accurately so as himse l f  not 
to end up in an unp leasant position .  
The most natural - 2 7  Re 3 ?  - for example , 
is highly unc lear : after 2 7  • . .  a4 ! 
( 2 7  . . .  h6 ? 28 Qg4 a4 29 Qxa4 NcS 
30 Qxe8+ ! ,  and Whi te wins)  the fo l lowing 
variation leads to an advantage for 
Black : 28 Bxh7+ Kxh7 29 Rh3+ Kg8 
30 Qh4 Qh6 ! 3 1  Qxa4 NcS 32 Qc2 Qg6 ! 
Here White similarly achieves nothing 
by 29 Qh4 Qh6 30 Qxa4 NcS 3 1  Qc2 Qg6 ! 
e tc .  (or 29 Rg3 Qg6 30 Qh4+ Qh6 
3 1  Qxa4 Nd2 ) .  Therefore White does be st 
to p lay 28 Qh4 ! immediately : 28 • . •  g6 
2 9  Qxa4 gxfS 30 Re xb3 . It appears that 
Whi te could have improved this variation 
by 29 Rh3, but here too after 29 . • .  gxf5 ! 
30 Qxh7+ Kf8 3 1  Qh8+ Ke 7 32 Qh4+ Kf8 
33 Qxa4 RxeS nothing de finite is 
apparen t .  

However ,  after 2 7  e6 ! Black could have 
come under a strong attack . If now 
27 . . .  f6 , then 28 QhS , and Black i s  
de fence less , but meanwhile the threat 
o f  28 Bxh 7 !  i s  highly unpleasan t .  After 
27 . . •  fxe 6 28 Rxe6 ! Rxe6 29 Bxe6+ Kh8 
30 Rxb3 ! White wins easily, while 27 . . •  

g6 i s  unp leasantly me t by 28 Qf6 ! 

25 e6 

Poss ibly White should not have been in 
a hurry to make this move , but should 
first have improved the posit ion of his 
rook - 25 Rac l . 

25 
26 Qh4 
2 7  e 7  

f6 
g6 

27 Qxf6 ? is answered by 27 . . .  Rf8 ! 

27 Rd6 ! 

27 . • •  Rxe 7 ?  is bad in view o f  28 Qxf6 
Rxe l +  29 Rxe l gxfS 30 Re 7 !  

28 Qg3 ?  

Whi te over-estimates his chance s .  By 
28 Re6 !  he could still  have maintained 
the balance . Most probably Kavalek 
avoided it because of the variation 
28 • • .  Rxe6 29 Bxe6+ Kg7 20 BxdS QeS 
31 Rd l Rxe 7 32 Bxc4 gS ! ,  but perhaps 
he ove rlooked that White has a perfectly 
adequate reply - 33 f4 ! 

28 Rxe 7 
29 Bxg6 

Having made his be d ,  Whi te is obliged 
to  l ie in it .  2 9  Re6 is too late in 
view of 29 . . .  Rc6 ! ,  when Whi te has 
nothing for the pawn .  

2 9  hxg6 
30 Qxg6+ Kf8 
31 Qh6+ Rg7 ! 

(See next diagram) 

It would have been a mi stake to attempt 
to sl ip away with the king : 3 1  • . .  Ke8 ?  
32  Qh8+ Kd7 3 3  Rxe7+ Kxe 7 34 Re i +  Re6 
35 Qg7+,  and it is White who wins . 
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32 Re3 f5 ! 

Accuracy to the end ! If 32 . . •  d4 , then 
33 Rg3 ,  wi th the threat of 34 Qh8+ . 

33 Qh8+ 
34 Qe5 
35 Rf3 
36 Rxf5+ 
37  Qf4 

Rg8 
Qd7 
Qe6 
Ke 7 
Nc6 !  

The cavalry hurries t o  the assis tance 
of its  king ! 

38 bxc4 dxc4 
39  Rb l Rb8 
40 Re i Nd4 ! 

Whi te adjourned the game , after seal ing 

4 1  ReS 

but resigned wi thout resuming , in view 
of the obvious 4 1  . • .  Ne 2+ . 

Game No . 4 2  

Ti17D1lan 
(Notes 

English Opening 

Tal 

I c4 
2 Nf3 
3 Nc3 
4 c xd5 
5 e4 

by Ta l )  

c 5  
Nf6 
d5 
Nxd5 

This ancient continuation has now 
acquired a second youth . Until recently 
it was thought that Black gained a highly 
comfortable game by continuing 5 • • .  Nb4 
6 Bc4 (or 6 Bb5+ N8c6 ! 7 0-0 a6) 6 • • •  

Be6 7 Bxe6 Nd3+ 8 Kfl  fxe6 9 Ng5 Nc6 .  

Howeve r ,  in the first p lace , White has 
the possibility of an intere sting gam­
bi t - 6 Bb5+ N8c6 7 d4 ! ?  cxd4 8 a3 , 
and secondly, in a recent Zonal Tourna­
men t  Timman made a succe s s ful attempt to 
revive a diffe rent variation : his game 
with Stean went 6 Bc4 Be6 7 Bxe6 Nd3+ 
8 Kf l fxe6 9 Ng5 Nc6 1 0  Nxe6 Qd7 
1 1  Nxc5 ! (an innovation ! ) .  I am not 
convinced that Whi te ' s  improvement 
change s the evaluation of the variation 
to such a great exten t ,  but , be that as 
i t  may, on that day I did not fee l  in 
the mood to embark on a theore tical 
discussion . *  

Black ' s  5 th move i s  a serious mis take . 
I completely failed to consider my 
opponen t ' s rep ly,  and was counting only 
on 6 bxc3 - Black ' s  posit ion , which 
occurred in the game Karpov-Ljubojevic 
from the previous round,  would have 
sui ted me . 

5 
6 dxc3 

Nxc3 
Qxd l +  

6 • • .  Qc 7 was perhaps the lesser evi l ,  
al though even then after 8 g3 Whi te ' s  
chanced are markedly be t te r .  The 
' placid' exchange of queens condemns 
Black to a most unpromis ing de fence . 

7 Kxd l 
8 Be3 
9 a4 ! 

Nc6 
e 6  

The posit ional threat of a4-a5 , re stric­
ting completely Black ' s  Q-side , forces 
his rep ly,  after which a whole complex 
of squares on the Q-side is markedly 
weakened .  

9 b6 
10 Nd2 Bb7 
1 1  Nc4 

This move could we l l  have been delaye d .  
1 1  Be 2  o r  1 1  Kc2 looks no t a t  all bad .  

I I 0-0-0+ 
1 2  Kc l 

I f  1 2  Kc2 , then 1 2  . . .  Na5 , exchanging 
knight s .  

*It  i s  perhaps wor th men tioning tha t ,  in the Riga Interzonal Tournament later that 
year,  Tal introduced the innovation 9 • • •  Qb6 against Polugayevsky , and quickly 
bui l t  up a crushing attack . (K. P. N. ) 
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1 2  
1 3  f3 

Be 7  
fS 

Black must provoke a crisis  as quickly 
as possible , while the white pieces are 
not yet completely ready for decis ive 
action . 

1 4  exfS 
I S  Kc2 

e x f5 

Timman gives the intere sting possibility 
of 15 a5 b5 1 6  a6 Ba8 1 7  Na3 ( 1 7  Na5 
c4)  1 7  • . .  Na5 1 8  Kc2 b4 1 9  c xb4 c xb4 
20 Nb5 b3+ 2 1  Kc3 Bf6+ 22 Kb4 Nc6+ 
23 Kxb3 Rhe 8 ,  with highly unc lear 
comp l ications . 

To this variation I can mere ly add that 
in the event of 15 a5 bS 1 6  a6 Ba8 
1 7  Na3 Na5 1 8  Kc 2 b4 it is unfavourable 
for White to p lay 1 9  Nb5 b3+ 20 Kc 1 
Rhe8 ! 2 1  Rxa5 Bg5 ! ,  when unexpec tedly 
the whi te king i s  in dange r .  

1 5  Rd5 

As Timman points out , after 1 5  . . .  Rhe 8 
1 6  Bd3 Black has great di fficul tie s ,  
since i n  the event o f  1 6  • • .  Rxd3 1 7  Kxd3 
Ba6 1 8  b3 NaS 1 9  Kc2 Bxc4 20 bxc4 he 
has inadequate compensation for the 
exchange (20 • . •  Bh4 2 1  Bf4 ) . The move 
in the game defends not only the f5 
pawn , but also ( subsequently) the 
square b5 . 

At this point Black had some fi fteen 
minutes left on his clock . 

1 6  Be2 

If 1 6  a5 , then 1 6  . • •  b5 1 7  a6 Ba8 
1 8  Na3 c4 , and Black is all right . A 
similar resul t follows from the contin­
uation 1 8  NaS NxaS 1 9  Rxa5 c4 20 Bxa7 
Re8 !  2 1  Be3 Bb4 (variations by Timman ) . 

1 6  
1 7  Rhd l 

Rhd8 
Rxd l 

Probably not the bes t .  Howeve r ,  this 
exchange was made with the secre t hope 
that Whi te had given up his ambi t ious 
intention s .  Alas , Timman ' s  reply di s­
pe l led my i l lusion s .  

1 8  Bxd l h6 

Again with the idea of forcing even t s .  
The threat of 1 9  • • .  Bg5 obliges the 
opponent to take ac tive measures .  

1 9  a5 bS 

The continuation 1 9  • . .  Ba6 is interes ting . 
Timman was intending 20 Be2 b5 2 1  Nd2 
c4 22 b3, and Whi te has a s l ight advan­
tage , but the p lay become s more compli­
cated .  

20 a6 bxc4 

After 20 • • .  Ba8 2 1  Na3 White has the 
advan tage . 

2 1  axb7+ 
22 Be2 

Kxb7 
Ne5 

I must confe ss tha t ,  when I considered 
this posit ion beforehand,  I thought that 
Black could force a draw instantly by 
p laying 22 . . •  Nd4 + .  Alas , you only have 
to extend this variation by three moves 
- 23 cxd4 c xd4 24 Bf2 d3+ 25 Kb l ! ­
and i t  is c lear that he simply comes 
out a piece down . I had hastily to 
think again . Howeve r ,  the poor position 
of the bishop at d l  gives Black time to 
se t up a fortre s s .  

23  f4 Nd3 
24 g3 

As Timman points out , 24 BhS is pre tty, 
but unconvincing : after 24 . • •  g6 
25 Bxg6 Rg8 Black has adequate counter­
p lay. In the event of 24 Rd l White 
retains only a slight advantage , insuf­
fi cient to win . 

24 Bf6 
25 Bh5 

A highly unpleasant continuation , by 
which White parries the threat o f  



Games Nos .  4 3 ,  44 1 0 7  

2 5  • • .  Re8 ,  and himse l f  threatens 2 6  Bf7 
or 26 Bg6 . Fortunately for Black , his 
de fensive resources prove adequate . 

25 Rd7 
26 Bg6 Re 7 
2 7  Kd2 Kc6 
28 BxfS 

For 28 Rb l there is no time : 28 . . .  a5 
(but not 28 • . .  Rb7 29 b3 ,  and Black has 

difficul tie s over his knight)  2 9  BxfS 
a4 , with a good game for Black . 

28 Nxb2 
29 Bg4 Nd3 
30 Bf3+ Kb6 
3 1  Rb l +  Kc 7 

32 Bd5 

Here White overlooked something (af. 
the note to Whi te ' s  36 th move ) .  32 Bg l 
was possible , but after 32 . • •  g5 Black 
probably has sufficient counter-p lay. 

32 
3 3  Kxc3 
34 Rb7+ 
35 Kxc4 
36 Rxa7 

Bxc3+ 
Rxe3 
Kd6 
Nb4 

White thought that he could play 36 Rxg 7 ,  
but i t  turns out that then there fol lows 
36 • . .  NxdS 37 Rg6+ Re6 .  

36 
37  
38 

Ra6+ 
KxdS 

NxdS 
Ke 7 
Re2 

Drawn . 

Game No . 43 Caro-Kann Defence 

Spassky Portisah 

I e4 c6 
2 d4 d5 

3 Nc3 
4 Nxe4 
5 Ng3 
6 Nf3 
7 Bd3 
8 Bxg6 
9 0-0 

10 c4 
1 1  b3 
1 2  Bb2 
1 3  Re i 
1 4  Qc2 

dxe4 
Bf5 
Bg6 
Nd7 
Ngf6 
hxg6 
e6 
Be l  
0-0 
Qb6 
Rfe8 
c5 

1 5  a3 aS 
1 6  dxcS NxcS 
1 7  Rab l RedS 
1 8  Bd4 Qc6 
1 9  Qe2 Ncd7 
20 Bb2 Nc5 
2 1  Ne5 Qe8 
22 b4 axb4 
23  axb4 Ncd7 
24 Nd3 Rac8 
25 Ree l  Nb8 
26 h3 Nc6 
2 7  Ba l Qd7 
28 Rd l Qc 7 

Game No . 44 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Drawn . 

Queen ' s  Indian Defence 

Hort Larsen 
(Notes by Hort) 

d4 
c4 
Nf3 
g3 
Bd2 
Nbxd2 

Nf6 
e6 
b6 
Bb4+ 
Bxd2+ 

I know, of course , that it is  be tter to 
take wi th the queen , but I wanted to 
try a new ide a .  

6 Bb7 
7 Bg2 0-0 
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8 0-0 
9 Re i 

c5 
d6 

Whi te has achieved very l i ttle , and 
dec ides to transfe r  his knight to a 
be t ter post . 

i O  Nb i Qe 7  
i i  Nc3 Nc6 
i 2  e 3  

T o  be considered was i 2  Re i followed by 
e2-e4 . 

i 2  Rfd8 
1 3  Re i Rac8 
1 4  b3  

The position is roughly equal , but in 
typical fashion Larsen begins to seek 
comp lication s .  

1 4  Nb4 ? !  
1 5  a3 Nc6 
1 6  d5 exd5 
1 7  cxd5 Ne5 
1 8  Nxe5 dxe 5  
1 9  e4  

Whi te has gained an advantage in space , 
but Black is pinning his hopes on his 
s trong blockading knigh t .  

1 9  Ne8 
20 Bf l  Nd6 
2 1  a4 a6 
2 2  Bd3 g6 
2 3  Qe2 Ra8 
24 Qe 3 !  

A strong posit ional move . The standard 
25 a5 is threatened ,  undermining Black ' s  
Q-side pawns.  

24  Rdc8 
25 Nb l 

White is insisten t !  

25 
26 Nd2 
27 f4? ! 

a5 
Re8 

This move is possibly premature . Whi te 
could have played 2 7  Nc4 Nxc4 28 bxc4 , 
wi th subsequent pressure down the ' b '  
file . 

2 7  
2 8  Nc4 
29 Qxf4 

Rad8 ! 
e xf4 

On this move Whi te spent a great deal 
of t ime .  In the event of 2 9  gxf4 Black 
has the s trange repl y  29 . . .  Nc8 ! ? . when 
the threat o f  • . .  f 7-f5 se riousl y  
complica te s  Whi te ' s  task . 

2 9  
3 0  bxc4 
31 Rf l 
32 Rf2 

Nxc4 
f6 
Rd6 
Bc8 

Black has de fended successful ly ,  and the 
game should now end in a draw. 

33 h4 Qd7 
34 Rcf l  Kg7 
35 h5 ! gxh5 

If 35 • • •  g5 , then , o f  course , 36 h6+ 
Kxh6 37  Qxd6 Qxd6 38 Rxf6+ , and White 
win s .  

3 6  Qh4 Qf7 !  
37 Qf4 
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37  � 7 ?  

Larsen,  as always ,  is over-optimistic . 
He should have played 37 . . •  Qd7 , when it 
is no t c lear that Whi te has anything 
bet ter than to repeat move s .  

3 8  Be 2 ! 

This leads to an advantage for ��ite . 
After the correct 37 • • •  Qd7 !  i t  would 
no t have achieved anything - 38 Be2 ReS .  

38 Bh3 ? ! 

Be t te r  neverthe less was 38 • • •  �5 
39  BxhS Qxf4 40 Rxf4 ReS 4 1  Bg4 , with 
a difficul t ending for Black . 

39 Re i !  Qd7 

If 39  • . .  Qe5 , then again 40 BxhS , when 
Whi te now has a decisive advantage . 

40 BxhS ReS 
4 1  g4 Qxa4 
42 Kh2 h6 

There is no time for 42 • . .  Qxc4 because 
of 43 gS ! ,  when Whi te win s .  

43  Qc l !  

The most convinc ing move , which wins 
the mos t  quickly . The bishop wil l not 
run away . 

43  bS 
44 Kxh3 Qxc4 
45 Qxc4 bxc4 
46  Ra2 

A piece down , Black i s  unable t o  save 
the ending, and the remainder i s ,  a s  
they say, a matter of technique . 

46 RdxdS 
4 7  Rxa5 Rd7 
48 Kg3 c3  
4 9  Kf4 c 2  
so Re i Rd4 
S I  Ra7+ Kg8 
5 2  Bf7+ Kh8 
5 3  Bg6 Resigns 

1 09 

Game No . 45  French De fence 

Ljubojevic Hubner 

I e4 e6 
2 d4 d5 
3 Nd2 Nc6 
4 Ngf3 Nf6 
5 e5 Nd7 
6 Nb3 Be 7 
7 c3  f6 
8 Bb5 fxeS 

9 dxeS 0-0 
1 0  �2 �8 
1 1  Nbd4 NcS 
1 2  0-0 a6 
1 3  Bxc6 bxc6 
1 4  Bg5 Bd7 

1 5  Rac l Na4 
1 6  Bxe 7 Qxe 7 
1 7  b4 Rfc8 
1 8  Rfe l h6 
1 9  Qc2 c5 
20 bxcS Nxc5 
2 1  c4 c6 
2 2  Nd2 Rab8 
23 Re3 Qh4 
24 N4 f3 Qf4 
25  Rc3 Ne4 
26  Nxe4 dxe4 
2 7  Nd2 Qxe5 
28 Qxe4 Qf5 
29 Rf3 Qg5 
30 Qc2 cS 
3 1  Rg3 QeS 
32 Qg6 Rf8 



1 1 0 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37  
38  

39 
40 
4 1  
42 
43 
44 

Nf3 
Qxf6 
NeS 
Ra3 
Nd3 
f3 

Rd l 
Nb2 
Nxd l 
Ne3 
Rxd3 
Kf2 

Qf6 
Rxf6 
Be8 
Rf5 
Rd8 
Bg6 

Rf7 
Rxd l +  
Rd7 
Rd3 
Bxd3 

Drawn . 

Round 9 



ROUND JO 

24th April 

Karpov (6 Y2) Y2 Y2 Hiibner (5) 

Ljubojevic (S Y2) Y2 Y:z Larsen (2 Y:z) 
Hort (4) Y2 Y:z Portisch (6) 

Spassky (3 Y:z)  0 1 Tal (6) 

Timman (4\l:z) 0 1 Kavalek (1 Y:z) 

Standings after ten rounds : Karpov , Tal - 7 ;  Portisch - 6 ! ;  
Hlibner - S ! ;  Hort ,  Tirnman - 4 ! ;  Spassky - 3 ! ;  Larsen 3 ;  

Ljubojevic - 6 ;  
Kavalek - 2! . 

The character of a two-cycle event still  remains an enigma . What is it - a 
tournament or a match? Outward signs point to a tournament , but ma tch indications 
are also pre sent . 

From the l O th round the time for revenge began. Howeve r ,  on thi s day no one 
succeeded in ge tting even. Moreover ,  playing too de fiantly for a win as White ,  
Spassky over-reached himse l f .  Black ' s  attack , al though outwardly spec tacular , was 
of a very technical nature . And for this reason I can in no way agree with the 
dec ision of the j ury to award thi s  game the prize ' for bri l l iancy ' .  

Karpov outplayed Hlibner , but quite unexpec tedly mi ssed an elementary win (39 Rg8+ 
Kh 7 40 Rxg6 ) .  In the adj ourned position Black ' s  resources proved suffic ient to 
save the game . 

Kavalek ' s  earlier fa ilure s appeared to have excited his opponent , espec ial ly as 
from the opening Tirnman gained a certain advantage . Under-es t imat ing his opponent ' s  
chance s ,  he first  made the game double -edged , and then , in searching for his lost 
advantage , allowed Kavalek very dangerous counter-play . However , even here not 
everything was clear . Even after the adjournment , instead of the losing 46 Rf4 , 
46 f4 deserved serious considera tion, when Black would still  have been faced with 
considerable problems . 

By trad ition the Ljubojevic -Larsen encounter was intere s ting ,  by tradition it was 
a sharp struggle , but , contrary to tradi tion, on thi s occasion attack and defence 
balanced each other.  

For the whole game Hor t  re tained a theore tical advantage against Por tisch ( in the 
variation of the French Defence with an isolated pawn at d5 ) ,  but , as mos t  often 
happens , thi s advantage d id not extend beyond the bounds of the theore t ical . 

I I I 



1 1 2 Round 1 0  

Game No . 4 6  English Opening 

Karpov Huhner 
(Notes by Chandler & Keene) 

I c4 e5 
2 Nc3 Nf6 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 g3 Bb4 
5 Nd5 Bc5 

5 . . •  Nxd5 6 cxd5 Nd4 7 Nxd4 exd4 
S Qc2 give s  Whi te a slight advantage , as 
was demons trated by the opening of the 
2 7th game of the 1 9 7S World Championship . 

6 Bg2 

Whi te can swi tch move orders with 6 d3 
h6 7 Bg2 , but there i s  no reason to 
fear 6 • . .  e4 7 Nh4 , e . g .  7 • • •  0-0 S 0-0 
ReS 9 d3 exd3 1 0  Qxd3 Ne5 1 1  Qc2 c6 
1 2  Be 3 !  with advantage to Whi te ( Smejkal­
Mecking , Rio Interzona l ,  1 979) . 

6 
7 0-0 
s d3 
9 e 3  

1 0  Nc3 

d6 
0-0 
h6 
aS 

Karpov covers the e4 square and prevents 
the s imp l i fying . • .  Nxd5 . The opening 
now resolves i tse l f  into an intere s ting 
s truggle for central control ,  Karpov 
using the stra tegy of observation by 
pawns,  while HUhner ,  in classical s tyle , 
manoeuvre s wi th piece s .  

1 0  Ne 7 ? !  

HUhner ' s  i dea i s  to control d5 and cut 
down the scope of Whi te ' s  fianche t toed 
bi shop by playing • • .  c6 . Addi tionally,  
by transferring the knight to the king ' s 
wing Black might hope for attacking 
prospects there , but in the game thi s 
plan appears too long-winded and we 
prefer J O  . • •  Ba7 1 1  a3 Nh7 1 2  Khl Bg4 
wi th • • .  f5 to fol low, as in Korchnoi ­
Pe tros ian , Il  Ciocco (match) , 1 9 7 7 .  

1 1  h3 c6 
1 2  b3 ReS 
1 3  Bb2 Bb6 
1 4  Re i Bd7 
1 5  Kh2 Ng6 
1 6  Nd2 Be6 
1 7  Na4 Bc 7 
I S  d4 RbS 

1 9  Re i 

This slow, pos i tional build-up is in 
typical Karpov s tyle , and i s  deceptively 
difficul t to mee t .  Black is cramped ,  
and HUhner ' s  following unthematic Q-side 
break is foi led by a neat zwisehenzug. 

1 9  b5 ! ?  
20 dxe5 ! Nxe5 
21 Bxe5 dxe5 
22 Nc5 

The knight takes up an exce l lent post 
at  c5 . Thi s ,  combined wi th Whi te ' s  
raking king ' s  bi shop , potential control 
of the c -file and Black ' s  weakene d Q­
s ide pawns , gives Karpov a considerable 
pos i tional advan tage . 

22 Bd6 
23 cxb5 cxb5 
24 Qe 2 

There is no doubt that Whi te ' s  proud 
knight at c5 wil l  soon be forced to 
shi ft ground, but the mos t  like ly turn 
of events is that the knight wi l l  
exchange o f f  for Black ' s  queen ' s  
bi shop , this leaving Black wi th a large 
number of sensi tive l i ght squares to 
nurse , such as e 4 ,  d5 , c6 . The se 
square s present potentially exce l lent 
base s for Whi te p iece s .  Black coul d 
only avoid thi s with the re trograde 
24 . . .  BcS .  Note , howeve r ,  that Whi te 
cannot draw more profit  from the knight 
at c5 , since the e scapade 24 Nb7 Qb6 
25 Rc6 qxb7 26 Rxd6 Qe 7 holds for 
Black . 

24 Qe 7 
25 Nxe6 Qxe6 
26 Rc6 RecS 
27 Rd l 

Whi te want s  to force . . .  b4 . On 2 7  Ree l  
Black coul d comp l i cate with 27 . . .  Rxc6 



Game No . 46 1 1 3 

2S Bxc6 ? !  Ba3 !  29 Rc2 ReS ,  and 29 Qxb5 
is me t by 29 • • •  Qf5 , forking the rook on 
c2 and the pawn on f2 . 

2 7  
2S Bxc6 

Now extra light squares 
beckon to occupation by 

29 Re i 
30 Qc4 
3 1  Ne4 
32 Bxe4 
33 Kg2 
34 Bd5 

Rxc6 
b4 

(b5 and 
Whi te ' s  

Be 7 
Qd6 
Nxe4 
g6 
Kg7 

c4 ) 
piece s .  

In some posi tions the presence of 
opposite coloured bishops would give 
good drawing chances for Black , but here 
they prove a potent attacking force for 
Whi te in conjunction with his queen and 
rook . Karpov' s  bi shop radiates power 
over the who le board from d5 , whi le 
HUhner ' s  bi shop l ie s  hemmed in by his 
own pawns . 

34 
35 e4 
36 Qd3 
37 ReS 
3S fxg3 

f5 
f4 
Rb6 
fxg3 
Qd7 ?  

A blunder under moderate time-pressure . 
The idea is to tran s fer the rook to the 
K-side for de fence , and in my op inion if  
Black cannot do that he is probably lost 
in the long term anyway . White would 
have a choice of s trong p lans in Qc4 
( threatening RgS+ and QcS ) ,  or the 
slower h3-h4 fol lowed by Qe3 with pre s­
sure on both flanks (with possibilities 
of RhS ! ) .  

39 Qc4 ?  

An astonishing oversight from Karpov, 
with almost thirty minute s on his cl ock . 

39 RgS+ Kh7 40 Rxg6 is one way to win 
(40 . . •  Rxg6 4 1  BgS+,  or 40 . . .  Kxg6 
4 1  Bf7+ )  - but e ven quicker is 40 Qe 3 !  
BdS 4 1  RhS+ ! ,  ma ting in a l l  variations . 

39  Rf6 ! 

Karpov had expected 39 . • •  Qb5 , allowing 
40 Rc 7 KfS 4 1  Rxe 7 !  Kxe 7 42 Qc 7+ KeS 
4 3  Bf7+ KfS 44 Bc4 , winning a who le 
rook back . 

40 Rc 7 Qd6 
4 1  h4 RfS 
42 Ra7 h5 
43 Qc6 

Swapping queens , as  Black may soon 
start to ge t threats of hi s own with 
. • .  Qf6 . Howeve r ,  here Hlibner has a 
finesse to avoid material loss . 

4 3  Qxc6 
44 Bxc6 ReS !  
4 5  Ra6 

On 45 Rxe7+ Kf6 46 Ra 7 Rxc6 4 7  Rxa5 
Rc2+ Black ' s _ rook should be active 
enough to hold the draw. After the 
game continuation Huhner ' s  piece s pene­
trate the white position , and there is 
no reason he should s tand worse . 

45  Bc5 
46 g4 hxg4 
4 7  Kg3 RfS 
4S Rxa5 Bf2+ 
49 Kxg4 Rf4+ 
50  Kh3 Rxh4+ 
5 1  Kg2 Bd4 
5 2  a4 bxa3 
5 3  Rxa3 Rg4+ 

Drawn . 

Karpov ' s  horrible 39th move spoilt  a 
de licate posi tional masterpiece , quite 
in the best  style of Capablanca or 
Botvinnik .  Unfortunate ly, with the 
vastly increased number of tournaments 
in contemporary che s s , and the greater 
emphasi s  laid on practical performances ,  
such lapses tend to be more frequent . 
In former time s ,  when the leading grand­
masters needed to play less , and could 
reflect more , chess  approximated more 
c losel y  to an art than a tough sport , 
but under modern condi tions all  this has 
changed .  The more intensive pressure 
produces more mistake s .  
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Game No . 4 7  Irregular Opening 

Ljubojevic Larsen 
(Notes by Gufe'ldJ 

I e4 e6 

Is Larsen planning to p lay the French 
Defence ? 

2 d3 b5 ! ?  

As was re lated by an eye-wi tness , the 
grandmas ters who at thi s point came up 
to the board on which the game was being 
played were unable to suppre ss a smi l e .  
This i s  unders tandable . In their  place 
I too would have smi led ,  reca l ling at  
the same time an instance from a women ' s  
tournament,  when after I e4 e5 2 Nf3 
Nc6 3 Bc4 Nf6 the player wi th Whi te 
asked indignantly:  "Excuse me , I ' m  
p laying the Ital ian Game , but what about 
you? "  A similar que st ion could have 
been asked here by Ljubojevi c .  The 
aforementioned witness went on to re late 
that he had then asked Larsen whe ther he 
could name the move 2 . . .  b5 after him, 
and the Dane repl ied : "At any rate , thi s 
move is not in the books " .  Thi s  may 
indeed be so . But in every move (good 
or bad) there is an idea (good or bad ) . 
There is also an idea in Black ' s  move 
here , and what ' s  more , the author ' s  
righ ts to i t  certainly do not be long to 
Larsen . Back in the last century the 
move b2-b4 a t  such an early s tage was 
employed by the Russ ian player Nikolai 
Bugayev (there is a we l l  known game 
which he won with i t  in a simul taneous 
display against the great S teinitz ! ) ,  
and by the Aus trian masters Bertho ld 
Engl isch and Karl Schlechter ( Schlechter­
Tarrasch, Nuremberg 1 896 ) .  And in our 
century this idea has been elaborated 
upon by Savie l ly Tartakower (it  was he 
who suggested the humorous name ' The 
Orang-outang Opening ' ) , Richard Re ti 
(who won a bri l liant game against 
Capablanca at  New York in 1 924 ) ,  and 
Aleksey Sokolsky , who deve loped this 
opening into an elegant sys tem. 

Al l right , but here we are talking about 
the move b2-b4 , and no t • . .  b7-b5 , you 
wil l  say . We l l ,  what of i t ?  The idea 
is the same : to seize space on the Q­
s ide , in combination wi th piece pressure 
on the centre using the fianche t toed 
queen ' s  bishop . Remember the Pe trosian-

Spassky Match for the World Championship 
( 1 966) : I Nf3 Nf6 2 g3 b5 ! ( 1 4th game ) ;  
I d4 b5 ! ( 22nd game ) .  Thus Larsen ' s  
idea is not new. But even so , we mus t  
give him h i s  due : in the given position 
he is the first to think of employing 
the a forementioned idea , so as to 
neutralize White ' s  plan involving the 
fianche t to of his king ' s  bi shop , by 
opposing it with his bishop at b 7  with­
out playing . . .  d7-d5 . At the same time 
Black immediately lays the founda tion 
of his future counter-play on the Q-side . 

Thus there is absolutely no justific­
ation for speaking ironically about 
Larsen regarding the given move . On the 
contrary, we should give this inquis­
itive searcher his due ! 

3 d4 

But here I am in ful l agreement with 
those who smi led at Lj ubojevic ' s  
reac tion .  O f  course , by losing a 
precious tempo in the opening, and , 
essentially,  handing over the ' colour ' , 
one cannot hope not only to refute 
Black ' s  plan (al though it may in gen­
eral not be poss ible ) ,  but even to gain 
that lawful minimal advantage , offered 
by the right of the first move . 

Le t us neverthe less attemp t to under­
s tand Ljubojevi c .  He was not prepared 
for the variation employed by Larsen , 
and , not wishing to do battle along the 
line s o f  his opponent ' s  preparations , 
he pre ferred to answer wi th any surprise 
move , so that the posi tion should be 
unfamiliar not only to him, but a lso to 
his opponent .  

There is another que s tion : wha t was 
White ' s  bes t  reply? We wil l  make use 
of information on the variation I b4 e5 
2 Bb2 d6 3 e 3 ,  where , with change of 
colours and an extra tempo for Whi te , a 
s imi lar sitia tion is reache d .  The game 
Soko lsky-Lilienthal (2 1 s t  USSR Champion­
ship , 1 95 4 )  continued 3 . . .  Nf6 4 c4 g6 
5 Nf3 Bg7 6 d4 0-0 7 Be2 exd4 ! ,  and 
Black equalized .  Here , thanks to the 
extra tempo.  Lilienthal ' s  plan would 
have given Whi te the advan tage , and so 
Larsen would have had to re strict him­
se l f  to mode st deve lopment ,  for examp le : 
3 Nf3 Bb7 4 g3 d6 5 Bg2 Nf6 , e tc .  



Game No . 4 7  l i S 
Another move to deserve consideration 
was 3 f4 ! 

3 Bb7 
4 Nd2 

If Ljubojevic and Larsen thought that 
this posi tion was occurring for the 
first time in tournament practice , they 
are in for a disappointmen t .  A game 
be tween M. Novi tsky (Kiev) and Yu . Muivid 
(Minsk) ,  p layed in a thematic tournament 
on the Sokol sky Opening ( 1 96S -6 7 ) ,  
organized by the Ukrainian Che ss Feder­
ation , went I b4 dS 2 Bb2 Nd7 3 e 3  
e S ,  and exac tly the same posit ion was 
reached as in the present game ( true , 
with colours reversed, but wi th the same 
turn to move , since Black ' s  queen ' s  pawn 
has advanced two squares in one go , and 
not in two , as with Lj ubojevic) . The 
game continued : 4 c4 c6 S Nf3 Bd6 
6 cxdS c xdS 7 Nc3 Ngf6 8 Qb3 Nb6 
9 NbS , wi th the initiative for Whi te . 
On the pattern of this game , Larsen 
could have continued 4 . . .  c S ,  but he 
chooses a more risky p lan . 

4 Nf6 
S eS 

The timid S Bd3 would not have s topped 
Black developing his force s in a de sir­
able way . 

S NdS 
6 Ngf3 

6 BxbS achieves nothing after 6 • . .  Nf4 ! ,  
for example : 7 Ndf3 Nxg2+ 8 Kfl  Nh4 
9 BgS Be 7 ,  and Black ' s  position is 
certainly no worse . 

6 a6 ? 

In the spirit of Black ' s set-up was 6 . . •  

b4 ! This active idea lie s  at the basis 
o f  all the variations o f  the Sokolsky 
Opening ( there , of course , it has the 
form of the move b4-bS ) .  I suspect  that 
in the pre sent game Larsen employed this 
opening sys tem according to his mood, 
rather than after making a deep s tudy 
of i ts de tai l s .  

7 Nb3 Nc6 
8 c3 ! 

Seizing on Black ' s  opening inaccuracy. 
Now the threat is 9 a4 b4 1 0  c4 ! ,  
driving the knight from the centre , and 
beginning an offensive over the entire 
fron t .  In the event of 6 . . .  b 4  White 
would not have had thi s possibility. 

8 Nb6 

This voluntary demobi liza tion is an 
essentially forced , al though unp leasan t ,  
measure . There is  apparently nothing 
be t ter . 

9 Bd3 Be7 
1 0  Qe2 

One of those ins tances when a good move 
is associated with a p lan which is  not 
the best .  It turns out tha t ,  in reply 
to Black ' s  planned . . .  d7-d6 xeS , Lj ubo­
jevic has decided to recap ture on eS 
with piece s ,  which in the end loses his 
entire posi tional advantage . Al though 
the move p layed does not in itse l f  ye t 
spoil anything, i t  was not nece ssary . 
An equally good continuation was 1 0  0-0 
d6 1 1 Re l (or i 1 Qc2 )  l l  • . .  dxeS 
1 2  dxe S ,  and Black has insuffi cient 
counter-play. 

1 0  
1 1  0-0 
1 2  NxeS ? 

d6 
dxeS 

An error in the evaluation of the 
position . After 1 2  dxeS ! 0-0 1 3  Be3 
Black has to do some thing against the 
threat of an invasion on cS . The fo l ­
lowing appears inadequate : 1 3  . . .  Na4 
1 4  Rad l  Qc8 (or 1 4  • • •  Qe8)  IS  Qc2  h6 
( I S  . . .  g6 1 6  h4 ) 1 6  Qc l ,  with the 
threat of a sacrifice on h6 . If 1 3  . . •  

NdS (parrying the threat of 1 4  BcS ? by 
1 4  . . •  Nf4 ) , then 1 4  a4 ! b4 I S  c4 Nxe3 
16 Qxe 3 ,  or 14 • • .  Nxe3 I S  Qxe3 QdS 
1 6  Bc2 , wi th advantage to Whi te in both 
case s .  
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1 2  Nxe5 
1 3  Qxe5 

Now Whi te has ,  so to speak, ' mi ssed the 
boat ' - after 1 3  dxe5 0-0 1 4  Be3 Na4 
1 5  Rad l  Qc8 1 6  Qc2 g6 Black succeeds 
in creating counter-p lay , thanks to the 
possibility of . • .  c7-c5 ! 

1 3  0-0 
1 4  Qg3 Bd6 
1 5  Bf4 Na4 

Now, wi th justi fication , it is Black who 
begins to p lay act ively. As a resul t of 
Whi te ' s  mis take on his 1 2 th move , Larsen 
how has a slight initiative , so that he 
mus t have been happy with the resul t of 
his opening experiment .  Lj ubojevic 
makes a time ly switch to de fence . 

1 6  Rabl Bxf4 
I 7 Qx£4 Bd5 
1 8  Be4 c6 
1 9  Rfe I a5 
20 Re3 !  

m 
� ·  
• 
ft 
• 

An exce l lent move - wi th both aggressive 
and defensive function s .  Already at 
thi s poin t ,  Ljubojevic foresaw that he 
would have to defend a weak pawn at c 3 .  

2 0  Q£6 
2 1  Qg4 g6 
22 Qe2 Rfb8 
23 Nc l 

Threatening to drive back the black 
p ieces by 24 b3 Nb6 25 Nd3 ,  when 25 . . •  

a4 can be me t by 26 Nb4 . Again ,  as on 
his 8 th move , Larsen has to retreat his 
knight voluntarily from an active posi­
tion . 

23  Nb6 

So as to answer 24 b3 wi th 24 • . •  a4 ! ,  not 
letting the whi te knight out from c l . 

On the other hand 24 • . .  Nc4 is threat­
ened,  and thi s has to be allowed .  

2 4  Bxd5 c xd5 

We now have (wi th colours reversed ) a 
' minority attack ' s i tuation from the 
Exchange Variation of the Queen ' s  Gambit . 
After the inevitable • . .  b5-b4 Whi te 
wi l l  be left with a pawn weaknes s  - at 
c 3  or  d4 . But he has planned to send 
his knight forward to e 5 ,  from where i t  
wi l l  attack the who le o f  Black ' s  
position . 

25 Nd3 Nc4 
26 Rf3 Qg5 
27 a3?  

A two-fold error ! Firs tly,  White in  no 
way prevents the . . .  b5-b4 break ,  and 
therefore wastes a tempo in vain . 
Secondly,  he al lows the black queen 
into the heart of his pos1 t1on . After 
the poss ible (but not obligatory) 
27 Rd l b4 28 b3 Nd6 29 Ne5 Whi te 
maintains the dynamic equilibrium. On 
29 . . •  ReS ,  even 30 c4 is poss ible . In 
all these case s Whi te is saved by his 
outpost a t  e5 . 

Now, however ,  the si tuation become s 
more complicated • 

2 7  Qd2 ! 
28 Qf l  

Re luctantly,  Whi te has to re treat his 
s tronges t  piece . On 28 Re i ,  for example , 
there coul d fol low 28 . . •  Qxe2 29 Rxe2 
b4 ! 30 cxb4 axb4 , when nei ther 3 1  Nxb4 ? 
Rxb4 , nor 3 1  axb4 Nxb2 ! ,  is possible . 

28 b4 

Larsen i s  seized with impatience 
le t ' s make the break-through quickly,  
while i t  is s t i l l  possible ! This i s  
unders tandable t o  anyone who for a long 
time has endured the boredom of a war 
o f  manoeuvre , in the expectation of 
exci ting events ! It turns out , however ,  
that the break-through leads merely to 
a premature reduc tion of forces af ter a 
short ski rmi sh . And after al l ,  this 
break-through would not have run away, 
and it could have been prepared more 
care ful l y .  For example , b y  28 . . .  Rb6 , 
depriving in advance the white knight 
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of the square c6 , which is now available 4 2  QXh7+ ! Kxg4 43 Qxg6+ , and mate s .  
to i t ,  to Lj ubove j ic ' s  j oy .  

4 1  Qe8+ Kg7 
2 9  axb4 axb4 4 2  Qd7+ 
30 Nxb4 Nxb2 Drawn . 
3 1  Nc6 ! 

By a circular route the whi te knight 
nevertheless reaches the de sired square Game No . 48 French Defence 
eS , and this neutra l izes all Black ' s  Hort Portisah e ffor t s .  

I e4 e6 
3 1  Rb3 2 d4 dS 
32 NeS Rxc3 3 Nd2 cS 

4 Ngf3 Nc6 
In the event of 32 . • .  Ra7 or 32 . . •  fS , s exdS exdS 
even 33 c4 ! is sufficient,  when Whi te 6 BbS Bd6 
succes s fully ge t s  rid o f  his weakness at 7 dxcS BxcS 
c3 .  8 0-0 Nge 7 

9 Nb3 Bd6 
33 Rxf7 Rac8 1 0  BgS 0-0 

1 1  Re i Qc 7 
1 2  c3  a6  
1 3  Bd3 Bg4 
1 4  h3 BhS 
I S  Be2 Rfe8 
1 6  Bxe 7 Nxe 7  
1 7  Nfd4 Bg6 
1 8  Bd3 Nc6 
1 9  Bxg6 Rxe l +  
20 Qxe l hxg6 
2 1  Nf3 Rd8 
22 Rdl NeS 

34 Re 7 !  

Parrying the threat of 34 • • .  Re i ,  on 
whi ch there follows 3S Re8+ ! 

34 QXd4 
3S Rxe6 Qf4 
36 Re i d4 

Black ' s  last hope i s  h i s  passed pawn , 
but the whi te p ieces have become too 
active . In the first p lace , the mighty 
queen breaks out at last from i t s  2 3  NxeS BxeS 
tedious exile into the ' open fie ld ' .  24 Rd3 Bf6 

2S Qd l Qc4 
37  QbS ! Re i 26  g3  gS 

2 7  a 3  QbS 
Reconcil ing himself to the inevi table ; 28 Rd2 g6 
Whi te now give s  perpetual check .  2 9  Nc l Kg7 

30 Ne2 Re8 
38 Re8+ Rxe8 3 1  Kg2 aS 
39 Qxe8+ Kg7 32 Ngl  Rd8 
40 Qe7+ Kg8 33 Nf3 Rd6 

34 Nh2 Qc6 
After 40 . • .  Kh6 Black could even have 3S Nf3 bS 
los t :  4 1  Ng4+ ! KhS (4 1 . . .  Qxg4 42 Rxc l )  36 Nd4 Qb7 
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3 7  b4 axb4 
38 axb4 Rd8 
39  Qe2 Rb8 
40 Qd3 Qb6 
4 1  Qf3 Rd8 
4 2  Rd3 Rd6 
4 3  Kh 2  Rd8 
44 Qe3 Rb8 
45 Qf3 Rd8 
46 Kg I Qb7 
4 7  Kg2 Qb6 
4 8  Nc2 Qc 7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 4 9  Queen ' s  Indian Defence 

Spassky Tal 
(Notes by Tal )  

That day i t  was perfec tly obvious that 
Boris would be very aggressively 
incline d .  And the varia tion chosen by 
him emphasized unequivocably his de sire 
for a ful l -scale battle . 

1 d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 b6 
4 e3 

The Queen ' s  Indian Defence is an opening 
which until recently had a very quie t 
reputation . Sometimes in newspaper 
reports one would even read phrase s of 
the type : "The players used the Queen ' s  
Indian Defence for peaceful aims ".  
However,  at present a certain revaluation 
of values is taking place . In partic­
ular , this opening i s  frequently and 
highly succes s fully emp loyed by Karpov. 

There is no denying that Whi te , if  he 
wishe s ,  can p lay with a high degree of 
sol idity ( the move whi ch be s t  answers 
this aim is 4 g3) . But , I repeat,  
peaceableness on the part of my opponent 
was the last thing I expected in thi s  
game . 

4 Bb7 
5 Bd3 d5 
6 b3  

This move i s  no be t ter and no worse 
than 6 0-0 . The only sl ight nuance , 
perhaps , is that Whi te does not allow 
his opponent the possibility o f  carrying 
out re l ieving operations such as 6 . • •  

dxc4 and 7 • . .  c5 . 

6 Bd6 
7 o-o o-o 
8 Bb2 Nbd7 
9 Nbd2 Qe 7 

1 0  Rc 1 Rad8 

Up to thi s point the moves have been 
more or less obl igatory. Both s ides 
deploy their forces as we l l  as possible 
prior to the impending battle . 10 . . .  
Ne4 was the al ternative . Howeve r ,  I 
did not par ticularly care for the pos­
i tion after 1 1  Qc2 f5 1 2  Ne5 . With 
his las t ,  consolidating move , Black 
invi tes the opponent to de termine the 
posi tion o f  his queen . In reply to 
1 1  Qe2 I was now planning to p lay 1 1  . .  , 
Ne4 , while after the continuation chosen 
by Spassky, I thought that the advance 
of the ' c '  pawn would gain in strength. 

1 1  Qc2 c5 
1 2  cxd5 

The other , approximately equivalent 
possibi l i ty was 1 2  Rfd l . Against it I 
had prepared 1 2  . • .  cxd4 1 3  e xd4 ReS .  
In such si tuations the loss o f  a tempo 
is not particularly significan t .  

1 2  exd5 
1 3  dxc5 

But this exchange , I think , is bad . 
The weakne ss o f  the hanging pawns i s  
not apparent at a l l ,  and Black ' s  pieces 
operate together mos t  harmoniously .  
Stronge r ,  in  my opnion , was 1 3  Bb5 or 
1 3  Bf5 . 

1 3  bxc5 
14 Qc3 

And this is s imp ly a chal lenge • . . • 

When after the game I asked Spassky 
about the motive s which promp ted him 
to make this move , he spread hi s hands : 
"A beggar i sn ' t afraid of being robbed". 
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The idea o f  a pawn break-through now 
become s very possible.  I spent some 
time examining the immediate 1 4  . . •  d4 , 
and came to the conclusion that for the 
moment i t  did not promise anything real , 
and so , guided by general consideration s ,  
I brought into p lay my last ' sleeping ' 
piece . 

1 4  Rfe8 
I S  Rfd l 

That day i t  would seem that Boris was 
be trayed by his sense of dange r .  I 
expected I S  Rfe l ,  in reply to which I 
was planning to consider seriously I S  • . •  

c4 ( 1 6  bxc4 Bb4 1 7  Qc2 dxc4) . But now 
Whi te himself provoke s the break-through 
in the centre , and Black ' s  pieces are so 
ide al ly p laced that there is no sense in 
delaying i t .  

I S  d4 
1 6  exd4 c xd4 
1 7  QaS 

Whe ther i t  was good or bad, White should 
have accepted the pawn sacri fice . It is 
true that 1 7  Qxd4 loses ma terial after 
1 7  . • .  Nc5 , but in the event of 1 7  Nxd4 I 
saw no forced way for deve loping the 
attack . For the sake o f  my conscience , 
so to speak, I had prepared a reserve 
possibil i ty - 1 7  • . .  Qe5 1 8  N4 f3 QhS , 
with ful l  compensation for the pawn , but 
even so I would probably not have been 
able to re sist the temp tation - it i s  
not o ften that the possibility occurs 
of sacrifi cing a bishop at h2 in 
mee tings at grandmaster leve l .  But 
here things are not completely c lear . 
After 1 7  . • •  Bxh2+ 1 8  Kxh2 Ng4+ 1 9  Kg3 
(bad is 1 9  Kg l Qh4 20 N4 f3 Qxf2+ 
2 1  Khl ReS ! 22 BfS Ne3 )  1 9  . • .  Qe5+ 
20 f4 (after 30 Kxg4 Nf6+ Whi te is 
mated) 2 0  . • .  Qe3+ 21 N4 f3 Ndf6 Black ' s  
attack i s  very dangerous , but Whi te is 
by no means doomed ( there is the possi-

bility o f  22 Bxh7+ , for ins tance ) .  

At any event ,  the continuation chosen 
by Spassky is bad . Firs tly,  because 
the ' condemned ' pawn is for the moment 
still  alive ,  and in addi tion ,  the pos ­
ition of the queen on the 5 th rank 
shortly gives Black the opportunity to 
decisively include , wi th gain of tempo, 
his rook in the attack . 

1 7  NeS 
1 8  NxeS 

1 8  Re i was perhaps sl ightly more ten­
acious , al though Black has a very 
attrac tive choice be tween 1 8  . . .  Bxf3 
and 1 8  • . •  Nxd3 ! ?  

1 8  BxeS 
1 9  Nc4 

Black ' s  attack develops a li ttle more 
s lowly,  but probably j us t  as e ffec tively,  
afte r  19  N f l  NdS 20 Ng3 Nf4 2 1  Bf l  hS . 

1 9  Rd5 

Here i t  is , the decisive tempo.  For 
the bishop sacri fice everything i s  
ready . 

20 Qd2 

I was expecting 20 Ba3 (with the idea 
of driving the queen from the d8-h4 
diagonal ) ,  which is decisive ly me t by 
20 • • •  Qe6 2 1  Qd2 Bxh2+ ! 22 Kxh2 RhS+ 
23 Kgl Rh l + ! ,  with mate in two move s .  

2 0  Bxh2+ 

A fami liar theme in a slightly new 
setting . 

2 1  Kxh2 RhS + !  

Evidently Whi te was counting only on 
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2 1  • . .  Ng4+ 22 Kg3 , but now the way for­
ward for the king is blocked.  In  reply 
to  2 2  Kg3 , immediately decisive is 
22 • . .  Ne4+ (however ,  22 . • •  Rg5+ is also 
good) 23  Bxe4 Qh4+ . 

22 Kgl Ng4 

Against the two threats - the prosaic 
23  • • .  Qh4 and the elegant 23  • . .  Rh l +  (in 
reply to,  say , 23 Re i ) - there is no 
defence . 

White re sign s .  

Game No . 50 Queen' s  Indian Defence 

Timman KavaZek 
(Notes by Gufe ZdJ 

d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 N£3 b6 
4 g3 Ba6 
5 b3 

Opening theory is unanimous in consider­
ing the be s t  reaction to Black ' s  auda­
cious bishop move to be the equally 
aggressive queen sortie - 5 Qa4 . But 
in prac tice is is some times more advan­
tageous to make a less commi tting move , 
so as to avoid immediately any poss ible 
' mine ' prepared by the opponent in the 
main l ine of the variation . 

5 Bb4+ 

The books recommend S • • •  dS , a l though in 
thi s  case too it i s  not so easy for 
Black to equalize.  There comes to mind 
a game of mine p layed in 1 96 9  against 
B .  Katalimov (Black) , where after 6 Bg2 
Bb4+ 7 Bd2 Bd6 8 Nc3 c6 9 0-0 dxc4 
1 0  bxc4 Bxc4 1 1  NeS White gained a con­
side rable posi tional advantage . 

6 Bd2 Be 7 
7 Nc3 

After 7 Bg2 an interesting variation is 
possible , disclo sing one of the suble­
t ie s  of Black ' s  p lan associated with the 
manoeuvre . • .  Bb4-e 7 :  7 • • •  d5 8 NeS 0-0 
9 0-0 c6 ! ,  and Whi te is unable to make 
the vitally  necessary move 1 0  Nc3 ,  since 
after I O  • • •  dxc4 the d4 pawn is attacked . 
Thi s ,  in particular , i s  why Black has to 

lure the whi te bishop to d2 - so that 
it obs tructs there its  own queen .  
Simi larly,  nothing i s  achieved by 
1 0  Bc3 Nfd7 ! 

Therefore Whi te brings out his queen ' s  
knight straight away . 

7 Bb7 

Whi le the ' shut tle ' development of the 
king ' s  bishop to e7 via b4 was wel l ­
founded ,  analogous play with the queen ' s  
bishop in the given si tuation i s  unjus t ­
i fied . Especially s ince Black has at  
his  disposal an exact p lan , one o f  the 
impor tant l inks of which is in fac t the 
pos i tion of the bishop at a6 - 7 . . •  c6 
8 Bg2 (nothing i s  achieved by 8 dS c xdS 
9 cxdS exdS fo llowed by . . .  Nc6 ! ,  or 
8 e4 dS 9 eS Ne4 ! )  8 • . •  d5 9 0-0 0-0 
1 0  Bf4 Nbd7 , and a position is reached 
from the Catalan Opening , where Black 
manages to deve lop his forces success­
ful ly.  For examp le ,  1 1  cxdS c an even 
be me t by l i  • • .  NxdS ! 1 2  Bd2 Rc8 ,  and 
Black has no cause for complaint (Popov­
Taimanov, 1 976 ) .  

I t  should be mentioned that this parti­
cular move order - first . . .  c7-c6 and 
then • • .  d7-d5 - is neces sary , s ince the 
immediate 7 • . .  d5 can be me t by 8 c xdS ! 
exdS 9 Bg2 0-0 1 0  0-0 Nbd7 1 1  NeS ! ,  
and the resul ting position is favourable 
to Whi te , as was shown by one of the 
games from the Pe trosian-Korchnoi 
Candidates '  Quarter-Final Match (Ciocco 
1 9 77) . 

8 Bg2 
9 0-0 

0-0 
cS 

1 0  dS ! exdS 
1 1  NgS 

A typical s trategem, which consol idate s 
Whi te ' s  opening gains . In view o f  the 
positional threat of Nh3-f4xd5 , Black 
must force his opponent to cap ture on 
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dS with the pawn , but to achieve this 
he has to  deve lop his pieces on no t 
altogether convenient squares .  

1 1  Na6 

This i ll us trate s what was said above . 
Black would have been happier to post 
his knight at d 7 ,  but after l l  . . .  d6 
1 2  Nh3 Nd7 1 3  Nf4 Whi te would seize dS 
with a piece . Now this commanding height 
will be guarded by the knight from c 7 .  
Alas , on this square the queen ' s  knight 
wil l  be restri cted to rear-guard ser­
vice • . .  

1 2  cxdS d6 
1 3  e4 Nd7 
14 h4 

This op timistic  advance provoke s con­
flicting feel ings . On the one hand , 
Whi te consolidates his spatial gains , 
and threatens in some case s to advance 
this pawn furthe r .  But on the other 
was there the necessity for such a 
' front line spurt ' ,  creating certain 
weakne sse s in Whi te ' s  posit ion (for 
example ,  in the event of f2-f4 ) ,  when he 
could have managed wi thout i t ,  while 
carrying out the same plan as in the 
game ? 

1 4  Nc 7 
I S  a4 h6 
1 6  N£3 Bf6 
1 7  Re i NeS 
1 8  Bf4 Ng6 
1 9  Be3 Re8 

Whi te ' s  posi tional advantage is obvious . 
Both Black ' s  knights and his queen ' s  
bishop are extremely badly p laced, and 
he has not even a glimmer of counter-play 
on the Q-side . But Whi te ' s  advantage i s ,  
apparently,  not ye t decisive . Whatever 
aggressive p lan he chooses ,  Black should 
always be able to find a defence . For 
examp le , the standard transfe r  o f  the 
knight to c4 suggests  itse l f ,  but 
achieves nothing : 20 Nd2 Ba6 2 1  Nc4 
( 2 1  Re i NeS ! )  2 1 , . •  Ne5 22 NxeS BxeS 
23  Re i bS ! ,  and Black' s posit ion is 
enlivened . 

20 hS 

This plan possibly creates for Black the 
greatest difficul tie s in de fence . But 

chess  is a paradoxical game . Many 
moves later i t  turns out that thi s pawn 
is confidently heading to mee t  its  doom. 
It has long been noticed that it i s  
impossible t o  gain winning chances 
against an opponent who plays correctly , 
without allowing him counter-chance s .  
Do you want to win? Take risks ! 

20 NeS 
2 1  NxeS dxeS 

A debatable decision . As a matter o f  
princ ipl e ,  I would find i t  unpleasant 
to make a move which blocked the a l -h8 
diagonal for my black-squared bi shop . 
I would possibly have begun ass iduously 
calculating the sharp variations after 
21 . . .  Bxe5 22 f4 Bf6 23  eS dxeS 24 d6 
exf4 ! ? , or 24 fS BgS , e tc .  I think that 
Black ought not to lose . But now his 
position seems to  be very difficul t .  
The powerful passed pawn a t  dS cuts 
Black ' s  forces in two . His Q-side pawns , 
deprived of their fundamental support -
the d6 pawn , have been transforme d from 
a s trength into a weakne ss . The block­
ading square for the knight at d6 i s  
inadequate compensation for the se 
de fects . And only the fact that White ' s  
K-side has been weakened by the advance 
of his ' h '  pawn makes i t  at all diffi­
cul t for him to realize his big advan­
tage . 

22 Na2 ! 

Threa tening 23 b4 , which forces Black 
to weaken his position s ti l l  furthe r .  

2 2  aS 

Now Black ' s  Q-side is al together 
cripp led .  

2 3  Nc3 Rf8 

Black ' s  one counter-chance is by . . .  f7-
f5 to undermine the opposing K-side , 
which , in view of the weakness at hS ,  
require s constant attention on Whi te ' s  
par t .  But the Dutch grandmaster 
appears to be not even looking in that 
direction . 

24 Qf3? 

Vacating the ' d '  file for a rook , and 
the square d l  for the knight manoeuvre 
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Nd l -b2-c4.  But the immediate Nb l ­
d2 (a3) -c4 deserved cons ideration , saving 
a tempo . Now Black is j us t  in time to 
create counter-play . 

24 
25 Nd l 
26 Nb2 
2 7  Rfd l  

Ne8 
Nd6 
Ba6 

The logical continuation appeared to be 
27 Nc4 ? ,  tying Black to the de fence of 
his weakne sse s .  But after 2 7  . . .  Bxc4 
28 bxc4 Bg5 ! ,  White ' s  weakne sses are 
also revealed .  

2 7  Bg5 ! 

Black ' s remaining minor pieces will be 
stronger than their  white opponent s .  
The refore Whi te should have immediately 
begun exchanging them by 28 Bfl  ! ,  and 
after the inevitable disappearance of 
the bishops he could at last bring his 
knight to c4 . After 28 • • •  f5 29 e xf5 
Rxf5 30 Qg4 a double-edged battle would 
flare up . 

28 Bxg5 ? 

This allows the black queen to dominate 
the position on the K-side . One senses 
that Whi te has impercep tibly l ost the 
thread of the game , and that the sharp 
change in the s ituation on the board has 
caused him to become dismaye d .  

28 Qxg5 
29 Bh3 

It is already impossible to fore stall 
the break-through . For examp le ,  2 9  g4 
g6 ! ,  and Whi te ' s  K-side is comp le tely 
compromised.  He attemp ts at any rate to 
ac tivate his  passed d5 pawn . 

29 
30 e x f5 

f5 
Nx fS 

3 1  Bxf5 
32 Qe4 
33 Rc2 

Rxf5 
Raf8 
qxh5 

Whi te has no compensation for the pawn , 
and more important - hi s  knight cannot 
come into play from b2 , to where i t  
went i n  vain s o  long ago . All that 
remains is to advance the passed pawn . 

34 d6 R5 f 7  

Defending and attacking ( 3 5  • . .  Bb7 ! is 
threatened ) .  

35 d 7  Rd8 

The passed pawn i s  hal ted , and must 
soon fal l .  

36 Rcd2 Qf3 !  
3 7  Qxf3 Rxf3  
38 Nc4 

Now all that Whi te achieves by this 
move is that he pro longs the inevitable 
by some ten move s .  

38 Bxc4 
39  bxc4 Rc3 
40 Re i Rxc4 
4 1  Rxe5 K£7 

The sealed move . On re sumption Black 
easily reali zed his material and posi­
tional advantage . 

42 
43  
44 
45 
46 
4 7  

Or 4 7 ReS Rd4 ! 

Rd3 Rxa4 
Rf3+ Kg6 
Re 7 Rd4 
Rff7 Rg8 
Rf4 Rxf4 
gxf4 

It would have been 
s impler for White to resign .  

4 7  Rd8 



48 Re6+ K£5 
White re s igns 

Game No . 50 1 2 3 



ROUND 11 

25th April 

Timman (4!12) 
Kavalek (2 !12) 
Tal (7) 
Portisch (6Yz) 
Larsen (3) 

Standings after eleven rounds : 
- 6 ! ;  HUhner - 6 ;  Hort - 5 ;  

0 1 
Y2 Y2 
Y2 Y2 
Y2 Y2 
Y2 Y2 

Karpov - 8 ;  
Tinnnan - 4 !  ; 

Karpov (7) 
Spassky (3 Y2) 
Hort (4!12) 
Ljubojevic (6) 
Hiibner (S Yz) 

Tal - 7 ! ;  Porti sch - 7 ;  Lj ubojevic 
Spassky - 4 ;  Larsen - 3 ! ; Kavalek - 3 .  

Who would have thought that Karpov would be s o  ' unforgiving ' :  he also won his second 
game against Timman. However ,  in the given case the Dutchman was an innocent vic tim 
- he was caught on the rebound by an opening variation which had been prepared by 
the Wor ld Champion for the match in Baguio . Opening books of recent years unanim­
ous ly evaluate the posi tion after 1 1  Bb2 with the sign ' ± ' . Karpov ' s  s imple but 
paradoxical reply forces this evaluation to be radically changed . Right to the end 
of the tournament the grandmasters analysed thi s continuation, seeking equality for 
Whi te . Perhap s someone managed to do thi s ,  but during the game Timman did not 
succeed in equalizing . On the 1 4 th move he tacitly offered a draw, and his opponent 
equally tacitly declined the offe r ,  by making the quiet move 1 4  . • .  Re8 ( instead of 
14 . • .  Nxh2) . Then, ins tead of an unpromising game in a difficul t position, Timman 

preferred a short tac tical skirmish (having probably under-estima ted Black ' s  1 7th 
move ) .  When the ' smoke had c leared ' ,  i t  turned out that Black had both a material 
advantage and a decis ive attack . 

The tournament in Montreal was intended to be a distinguished and , so to speak , 
exhibi tion event . But at any event i t  was also one of the s tep s in the preparations 
of all the compe titor s ,  wi thout exception, in the battle for the World Championship . 
It was probably this that Porti sch was thinking about when, in his meeting with 
Lj ubojevi c ,  he untypically avoided a theoretical discussion .  Instead o f  1 5  Re i ,  he 
chose 1 5  Rd l ,  which assured him mere ly of a comfor ta·ble exis tence . Knowing the 
charac ter of the Hungarian grandmas ter , i t  can be expected that in Brazil he wil l  
choose something more topica l .  

The Czech grandmaster again showed hi s great mas tery in defence . At first his game 
with Tal tvas roughly equa l ,  but an inaccuracy by Black on his 1 7 th move (he should 
have played 1 7  . • •  exf4 ) led to Tal sei zing the ini tiative comple tely.  It would seem 
that in his pre l iminary calculations Hor t  under-e stimated the move 23 Nh5 ! ,  but 
subsequently he succeeded in demonstrating miracles of resourcefulne s s .  He was 
possibly also helped to some extent by hi s opponent .  Instead of 37 Ke 3 ,  much more 
dangerous for Black would have been 37 Kg3 .  The adj ourned posi tion appeared very 
difficul t for Hort,  but on resump tion I was unable to demons trate the advantages of 
my pos i tion. 

Throughout his game with HUhne r ,  Larsen played sharp ly for a win .  I think that a t  

1 24 



Game No . 5 1  1 25 

some point , shortly after the opening, Black incorrectly settled for the r6le of 
defende r .  Having set himself a limited goal - that of gradually equalizing - HUhner 
succeeded in achieving i t .  

A s  often happens , one o f  the variations o f  the Ruy Lopez ,  p layed i n  the game be tween 
two experts on it - Spassky and Kavalek , led to a highly compl icated strategic 
s truggle . The Ex-World Champion successfully parried Whi te ' s  threats on the K-side , 
and by the interval had gained a sl ight advantage . It would appear that Spassky ' s  
sealed move was not an al together happy one . Instead o f  4 1  . . .  g5 , 4 1  • . •  Bf5 deserved 
se rious consideration . The draw was agreed in a very sharp posi tion . 

Game No . 5 1  English Opening 

Timman Karpov 
(Notes by Karpov) 

I c4 Nf6 
2 Nc 3 e5 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 e 3  

The continuation 4 g 3  Bb4 underwent an 
intensive testing in Baguio ,  and so 
Timman chooses a different variation of 
the Engli sh Opening . 

4 Be 7 

The move 4 • . •  Bb4 is very popular here , 
and now 5 Qc 2 0-0 6 Nd5 Re8 (in a 
game from the Amsterdam tournament the 
previous year , Timman himsel f ,  with 
Black against Adorjan ,  continued 6 • • •  a5 
7 a3 Bc5 8 Ng5 g6 9 Nxf6+ Qxf6 
1 0  Ne4 Qe7 1 1  Be2 d6 1 2  b3 Ba7 
1 3  o-o f5 1 4  Nc3 f4 1 5  Nd5 Qg5 
1 6  Kh l  Bh3 1 7  gxh3 f 3  1 8  Bxf3 Rxf3  
19  Qe4 Raf8 , but  after 20  Qg4 Whi te 

retained a s light advantage ) 7 Qf5 . 
It is in thi s direction that theore tical 
searchings have developed in recent 
time s .  Thus Romanishin, as Black 
against Kasparov (46th USSR Champion­
ship , Premier League , 1 978 ) ,  employed 
here an intere s ting, but hardly correct  
pawn sacri fice : 7 • • •  Be 7 ? ! 8 Nxe5 Nb4 
9 Nxb4 Bxb4 1 0  a 3 ! ? d5 ? !  (Whi te also 
has the advantage after IO • • •  d6 1 1  Qc2 
Bxd2+ 1 2  Bxd2 dxe5 ) 1 1  Qc2 Rxe5 
1 2  axb4 Bf5 1 3  d3 Qe7 1 4  Bd2 d4 
1 5  Be 2 dxe3 1 6  fxe3 Bg4 1 7  Bf3 ! ,  and 
in the end the complications proved 
favourable for Whi te . 

T.A.L.-F 

5 d4 e xd4 
6 Nxd4 0-0 
7 Nxc6 

Also possible is 7 Be 2 ,  delaying the 
exchange on c6 . Thus after 7 • • •  Re 8  
8 0-0 Bf8 9 b 3  d6 1 0  Bb2 Bd7 1 1  Re i 
Nxd4 1 2  Qxd4 c6 1 3  Rfd l  ( S tean­
Garcia,  Lone Pine , 1 9 78 ) ,  Whi te retained 
an opening advantage . 

7 bxc6 
8 Be 2  d5 
9 o-o Bd6 

All the indications are that Black i s  
wel l  p laced bo th i n  the centre , and on 
both of the flanks . It i s  important 
for him merely to co-ordinate the 
action of his piece s .  

1 0  b3 
1 1  Bb2 

1 1  

Qe 7  

dxc4 ! 

This idea was sugges ted by I .  Zaitsev 
during preparations for the World Cham­
pionship Ma tch. On general grounds i t  
may seem rather dubious , but from the 
specific,  tactical  point of view i t  i s  
completely justified . 

Black ' s  main problem is to expand to 
the maximum extent the scope of his 
well placed p ie ce s ,  and to direct them 
towards an a ttack on the K-side . I t  
should be said that a K-side pawn 
s tructure , such as White has in the 
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present game , is always a favourable 
one against which to mount a piece 
a t tack . 

The earl ier continuation here was 
I I  . . .  Rd8 1 2  cxd5 Qe5 1 3  g3 Bh3 
1 4  Re i Bb4 1 5  Qc 2 Bf5 1 5  Qc l cxd5 
1 7  Bf3 Qe7 1 8  a3  Ba5 1 9  b4 Bb6 
20 Nxd5 ! ,  which led to an undi sputed 
advantage for White (Keene-Jansson, 
Haifa Olympiad , 1 976 ) .  

1 2  bxc4 

After the capture wi th the bi shop , 
Black , in view of the weakening of 
Whi te ' s  con trol of g4 , acquires all  
sort s  o f  a ttacking possibi litie s ,  such 
as 1 2  . . •  Qe5 1 3  g3 Bh3 , 1 2  . . •  Ng4 
1 3  g3 Nxh2 , or even 1 2  • • •  Bxh2+ ! ?  But 
now the queen ' s rook come s into play 
with gain of tempo . 

1 2  Rb8 ! 

Whi te already has to be on his guard :  
double attacks are in the air .  For 
example , 1 3  Rb l ?  Rxb2 1 4  Rxb2 Qe5 , e tc .  

1 3  Qcl Ng4 

Black ' s  at tack develop s  easily and 
spontaneousl y .  White has n o t  even a 
trace of an advan tage left ;  on the 
contrary , he has to follcw with anxiety 
the development of events on the K-side . 

1 4  g3 

As Kholmov correctly points out in his 
note s to this game , after 14 Bxg4 Bxg4 
1 5  Re i Black can increase the pressure 
by 1 5  . . .  Rb4 ! 

1 4  Re S  

O f  course , 1 4  . . •  Nxh2 1 5  Kxh2 Qh4+ could 
have been p layed immedia te ly ,  forcing a 
draw, but I already had every justific­
ation for playing for a win. After 
14 . . .  Re8 the combination with the knight 
sacrifice on h2 wil l  not be so inoffen­
s ive , s ince the rook can be brought up 
with decisive effect  onto the 6 th rank 
( 1 5  . . .  Nxh2 16 Kxh2 Qh4+ 1 7  Kg2 Qh3+ 
1 8  Kg! Bxg3 1 9  fxg3 Qxg3+ 20 Khl Re6 ,  
e tc . ) .  

1 5  Nd l 

I think that Whi te is also in trouble 
after 15 Bf3 ,  as recommended by certain 
commentators .  For examp le : 15 . • .  Qf6 
( 1 5  . . .  Ne5 1 6  Be2 Bh3 1 7  Rd l i s  less 
clear) 16 Bxg4 (bad i s  16 Bg2 Qh6 
1 7  h3 Ne5 , e tc . )  1 6  • . •  Bxg4 1 7  f3 Bh3 
1 8  Rf2 Qg6 , with a s trong ini tiative 
for Black . 

1 5  Nxh2 ! 

A sacri fice , by which Black increases 
his advan tage . Timman foresaw this 
move , of course , but was pinning his 
hopes on the s trength of his answering 
intermediate move . However , before 
beginning the combination I had taken 
account of all  the possible tacd_cal 
nuances .  

1 6  c5 

Of course , not 16 Kxh2 Qh4+ 1 7  Kg2 Qh3+ 
1 8  Kg! Bxg3 1 9  fxg3 Qxg3+ 20 Khl Re4 ! 
(20 . • •  Re6 2 1  Bf6 ) 2 1  Rf4 Bh3 , and i t  
i s  a l l  over for Whi te . 

1 6  Nxf I !  
I 7 cxd6 

1 7  Nxg3 ! 

It was this blow, comp le ting the 
de struction of Whi te ' s  K-side ,  which 
my opponent did not foresee in his 
calculations . The black knight acts 
with unusual energy . Since 1 8  dxe 7 
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Nxe 2+ 1 9  Kf l Nxc I is completely hope- 3 Bb5 a6 
less for White , he has no choice . 4 Ba4 Nf6 

5 0-0 Be 7 
1 8  fxg3 Qxd6 6 Re i b5 
1 9  Kf2 7 Bb3 d6 

8 c3  0-0 
Equally cheerless i s  1 9  Kg2 Qh6 20 g4 9 h3 Nb8 
Qg5 (or 20 • • .  Rb4 ) .  1 0  d4 Nbd7 

1 1  Nbd2 Bb7 
1 9  Qh6 1 2  Bc2 ReS 
20 Bd4 1 3  Nf l Bf8 

1 4  Ng3 g6 
Or 20 Qc3 Re6 ,  bringing up new reserves 1 5  a4 c5 
into the attack . 1 6  d5 c4 

1 7  Bg5 Nc5 
20 Qh2+ 
2 1  Ke l Qxg3+ 

Whi te ' s  days are numbere d .  Black has a 
very strong ini tiative and a big mater-
ial advantage . 

2 2  Kd2 Qg2 
23 Nb2 Ba6 
24 Nd3 Bxd3 
25 Kxd3 Rbd8 
26 Bf l Qe4+ 
27 Kc3 1 8  Qd 2 Be 7  

1 9  Bh6 Nfd7 
20 Nh2 Rb8 
2 1  Rf l Bc8 
22 axb5 axb5 
23 Kh l  Bf8 
24 Bg5 Be 7  
25 Be3 Bf8 
26 Ng4 Qe 7  
2 7  Bg5 f6 
28 Be3 Bg7 
29 Nh2 Rb7 
30 Ra5 Qd8 

27 c5 ! 3 1  Ra2 Qe 7  
3 2  Ne2 Nb6 

Clearing the f inal approaches to the 33 Ng3 Rf8 
white k ing.  This i s  the quickes t  way 34 f4 exf4 
to  win . 35 Bxf4 Nbd7 

36 Nf3 Ne5 
28 BxcS Qc6 37  Raa l Ned3 
2 9  Kb3 Rb8+ 
30 Ka3 ReS 
3 1  Bb4 Qb6 

Whi te resigns 

Game No . 52 Ruy Lopez 

KavaZek Spas sky 

I e4 e5 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
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38 b4 Nxe4 
39  Nxe4 Qxe4 
40 Bxd3 cxd3 
4 1  Rad l gS 
4 2  Bg3 BfS 
43 Qa2 

Drawn . 

Game No. 53 Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence 

Tal Hort 2 7  Kf2 N7g6 
I e4 d6 28 Bxg6 Nxg6 
2 d2 Nf6 2 9  Ne6 NeS 
3 Nc3 g6 30 bS Rhg6 
4 Nf3 Bg7 3 1  Nf4 Rg3 
5 Be 2  0-0 32 bxa6 bxa6 
6 0-0 Bg4 33 Rb3 Rxb3 
7 Be 3  Nc6 34 cxb3 Rb8 
8 Qd2 eS 35 b4 Rc8 
9 dS Nb8 36 Ne6 Kg8 

1 0  Rad l Nbd7 37 Ke3 c6 
1 1  h3 Bxf3 38 Kf4 Ng6+ 
1 2  Bxf3 Kh8 39  KxfS Ne7+ 
1 3  a4 Ng8 40 KgS NxdS 
1 4  Be 2  a 6  4 1  Kh6 Rb8 
I S  aS Qe7 42 Rg4+ Kf7 
1 6  b4 fS 
1 7  exfS gxfS 
1 8  f4 Qf6 

43  Re4 Ke 7 
44 Nd4+ Kd7 
45 Rg4 Ne 7 

1 9  fxeS QxeS 46 Rg7 Re8 
20 Bd4 Qxd4+ 4 7  Kxh7 cS 
2 1  Qxd4 Bxd4+ 4 8  bxcS dxcS 
22 Rxd4 NeS 4 9  N f 3  Kc6 
23 BhS Ne 7 s o  RgS NdS 
24 Ne2 Rf6 S I  NeS+ KbS 
25 Nf4 Rg8 5 2  Nf 7 Re 7 
26  Rb l Rh6 5 3  Kg6 Rd7 

54  NeS Rd6+ 
ss KfS Ne 7+ 
56 Ke4 Rd4+ 
5 7  Kf3 NdS 
58 Nd7 

Drawn . 
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Game No . 54  Nimzo-Indian Defence 

Portisah Ljubojevia 
(Notes by TaZ J  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nc 3 Bb4 
4 e 3  0-0 
5 Bd3 d5 
6 Nf3 c5 
7 0-0 dxc4 
8 Bxc4 Nbd7 
9 Qe2 b6 

1 0  d5 Bxc3 
1 1  dxe6 Ne5 
1 2  exf7+ Kh8 
1 3  bxc3 Bg4 
1 4  e 4  Qe 7  

All this is we l l  known, and i t  is 
considered that Whi te doe s not gain any 
advantage 

It turns 

after 

I S  

1 5  Re i 

Rd l 

b5 1 6  Bxb5 Nh5 . 

out that thi s is not a partic-
ularly impor tant improvement ,  since 
after a few moves White quickly loses 
his extra material . 

1 5  Nxc4 
1 6  Qxc4 Qxe4 
1 7  Qxe4 Nxe4 
1 8  Rd3 

This move ensures Whi te against any 
dange r .  

1 8  Bxf3 
1 9  Rxf 3  Nf6 
20 Bg5 Rxf 7  
2 1  Rd l Re8 
2 2  Kf l Kg8 
23  Bxf6 gxf6 
24 Rd6 Kg7 
25 Rf4 Rfe 7 
26 g3 Re6 

Whi te had declined a draw somewhere in 
the region of the 20th move , but now he 
himsel f  offered one . 

Drawn . 

Game No . 55 Re t i  Opening 

Larsen Huhner 

I g3 dS 
2 Bg2 Nf6 
3 Nf3 c6 
4 d3 Bg4 
5 Nbd2 Nbd7 
6 h3 BhS 
7 e4 eS 
8 exd5 cxdS 
9 g4 Bg6 

1 0  Nh4 h6 
1 1  Nxg6 fxg6 
1 2  0-0 BcS 

1 3  d4 Bxd4 
1 4  Nb3 Qb6 
I S  c 3  BcS 
1 6  Bxd5 NxdS 
1 7  QxdS 0-0-0 
1 8  NxcS NxcS 
1 9  Qc4 Qc7 
20 Be3 Nd3 
2 1  Qxc 7+ Kxc 7 
22 b3 gS 
23 Rad l Rhf8 
24 f 3  Nf4 
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25 Bxf4 gxf4 
26 Kf2 bS 
2 7  h4 Rd6 
28 Rfe 1 gS 
29  Rh1 Rxd 1 
30 Rxd 1 Kc6 
3 1  hxgS hxgS 
32  c4 bxc4 
33 bxc4 Rh8 
34 RdS Rh2+ 
35 Ke 1 Rxa2 
36 Rxe5 Ra 1 +  
3 7  Ke 2  Ra2+ 
38 Kd3 Ra3+ 
39 Kd4 Rxf 3  
4 0  RxgS Rg3 
4 1  Rg8 aS 
4 2  gS a4 
43  Ra8 

Drawn . 



ROUND 12 

27th April 

Karpov (8) 0 Larsen (3 Y2) 

Hiibner (6) Y2 Y2 Portisch (7) 

Ljubojevic (6!12) Y2 Y2 Tal (7 !12) 
Hort (5) Y2 Y2 Kavalek (3) 

Spas sky (4) Y2 Y2 Timman (4!12) 

Standings after twe lve rounds : Karpov, Tal - 8 ;  Port i sch - 7 ! ; Ljubojevi c - 7 ;  
HUhner - 6 ! ; Hort - S ! ;  Timman - 5 ;  Larsen , Spassky - 4 ! ;  Kavalek - 3! . 

Every defeat of a World Champion is taken to be a sensation , and the Canadians 
were no excep tion. Otherwise it is di fficul t to explain the decis ion of the jury 
to award Larsen the second prize ' for bri l l iancy ' .  It appears that the winner 
himself was surprised .  

The Danish grandmas ter chose the Scandinavian Defence* ,  and this was b y  n o  means 
j ust to demonstrate his nationality .  The World Champion handled the opening in 
ori ginal fashion , and gained a spatial advantage , but to find the key to Black ' s  
position was not easy . Karpov ' s  sense of danger seemed to be dul led ,  and weakne sses 
began to appear in his position . Howeve r ,  had he played 31 hxgS , I think that his 
posi tion would have remained the more prom�s�ng. After this e rror came ano ther one . 
Whi te ' s  36th move was a mistake , whereas after 36 Qe 2  he would have retained quite 
good chance s .  The counter-attack was handled irreproachably by Larsen . 

Spassky-Timman was a sharp , genuine ly fighting game . The players continued their 
dispute on the theme of ' The Grlinfeld Defence ' .  Spassky has frequently , and very 
succe s s ful ly,  refuted the system chosen by Black , by s traightforwardly occupying 
the centre wi th pawns . One recalls his bri l l iant victory over Fis cher at the Siegen 
Olympiad ( 1 9 70) . Timman , on the o ther hand , has repeatedly upheld  the viabil i ty o f  
this system for Black . For a long t ime both p layers were at their be s t ;  Whi te ' s  
a ttack and Black ' s  defence balanced each o ther out . The game should have ended in 
a draw. But the Ex-World Champion over-rated his chances , riskily sacri ficed a 
pawn , and only after the adj ournment ,  by practically the only way possible , saved 
the draw. 

The peaceful (in the opinion of the chess publ ic)  variation of the Ruy Lopez ,  
chosen by Ljubojevic against Tal , came a s  a surprise to Black . He decided that 
his opponent wanted a draw, but he was mis taken . This psychological mistake was 
followed by a purely chess one ( 1 2  • . •  Bxf3 ? ) . Soon Ljubojevic too made a mistake : 
1 6  g3 , instead of 1 6  h3 as p layed,  would have given Whi te a substantial advantage , 
despite the apparent simp l icity of the position .  Tactical compl ications be gan , the 
white p ieces were left hanging in the centre , and Ljubo jevic was unable to avoid a 
repe tition of move s .  

*Ano ther name for the Centre Counter Game (K. P. N. ) 

1 3 1  
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A drawn re su l t  was reached without any great excitement in the game s HUbner­
Portisch and Hort-Kavalek . 

Game No . 56 Centre Counter Game 

Karpov Larsen 
(Notes by Hartston) 

I e4 dS 
2 exdS QxdS ! ?  

This move has been frowned upon for many 
year s .  For some time 2 • • •  Nf6 was fash­
ionable , but the whole de fence is now 
considered rather dubious . The pawn 
formation obtained is  similar to  that of 
the Caro-Kann , but Black l oses time wi th 
his queen . 

3 Nc 3 
4 d4 
5 Bd2 

QaS 
Nf6 

An unpre tentious move , but still  enough 
to keep the advantage . The usual contin­
uation is 5 Nf3 Bg4 when Black usually 
finds himself conceding the bishop pair 
and remaining with a somewhat passive 
position .  

5 
6 Be2 
7 Ncxe2 ! ?  

Bg4 
Bxe 2 

White ' s  strategy is ba
.
sed on hi s pawn on 

d4 giving him more space . His intention 
i s  a general advance of Q-side pawn s .  
Thi s move facil itates that advance , but 
it is still  surprising to see Karpov 
p laying the middlegame before finishing 
the opening . 

7 Qb6 
8 Nf3 Nbd7 
9 0-0 e6 

I 0 c4 Be 7 

Black ' s  deve lopment could not stand his 
taking the ' b '  pawn; 10 • . .  Qxb2 1 1  Nc3 
gives Whi te too easy a game to play . 

1 1  b4 ! 0-0 

I I  . . .  Bxb4 ? 1 2  Rbl wins a p iece for 
White . Now, however ,  Whi te has a c lear 
advantage in space . 

1 2  a4 c6  

13  Qc2 Qc7 
1 4  Rfe I b6 

Black does no t like to open the position 
with 1 4  . . .  e5 ? !  1 5  dxeS NxeS 1 6  NxeS 
QxeS 1 7  Ng3 Qc 7 1 8  NfS wi th a powerful 
attacking posi tion . 

1 5  aS Rfb8 
16 a6 ? !  

This i s  consis tent wi th his previous 
move , but the whole plan seems suspec t .  
Black has no real weakne sses in his 
position , so Karpov i s  content just to 
gain space . As a resul t ,  however ,  he 
le ts his pawns become fixed on the same 
colour squares as his bishop . 

1 6  bS ! 

We l l  signal led by his previous move and 
ensuring that the d4 and b4 pawns s tay 
put . 

I 7 cS 
1 8  Ne ! 
1 9  Nd3 
20 g3 
2 1  Re4 

NdS 
ReS 
Rad8 
Bf6 
Nf8 

The posi tion is  now perhaps s l ightly in 
Whi te ' s  favour . His bishop is  bad , but 
his extra space is a big p lus . Black 
wil l  find it hard to p lay actively 
from such a cramped position . Whi te 
must seek to re s trict him further by 
advancing the centre pawn s ,  but , with 
the bene fit of hindsight , we may say 
that this is not a pol icy without risk , 
since the advancing pawns leave weak­
ne sses behind themse lve s .  

2 2  h4 
23 Kg2 
24 g4 

Rd 7 
RedS 
Re8 

As long as Black has no weaknesses he 
is content .  All the time he retains 
his be tter bi shop and is ready for any 
opening o f  the posi tion , 

25 gS 
26 NfeS 

Bd8 
Rde 7 
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2 7  Bf4 Qc8 

O f  course Black does not take the bi shop ; 
i f  White had no bad bishop Black would 
have nothing to  play for . 

28 Bg3 f6 ! 

The White advance has continued for long 
enough ; i t  is time to fight back . 

2 9  Nf3 
30 Qd2 

Rf7 
fxg5 ! 

A surpr1s1ng move , giving back the e5 
square in re turn for f5 . None theless 
the move is good s ince i t  remove s most 
o f  the dynamism from the whi te position , 
leaving him wi th a rather rigid pawn 
s tructure and s t i l l  nursing the bad ( i f  
ac tive ) bi shop . 

3 1  Nxg5 ? 

Why this recapture ? 3 1  hxg5 is more 
natural and mus t  be be tter . 

3 1  Rf5 
32 Ra3 Ng6 

Suddenly Black has the initiative . His 
control of e5 prevent s  Whi te from making 
great use of this square , while Black ' s  
own pressure i s  growing on the f-file . 

33 Nf3 Ref8 
34 Nfe5 Nxe5 
35 Rxe5 

After 35 Nxe5 Bc 7 !  Black threatens to 
cap ture on e5 and leaye himse l f  with a 
dominating knight against the poor bishop . 

35 Rf3 
36 Ra 1 ?  

This mee ts the threat of Nxb4 , but over-
looks something even more serious . 

T.A.L-F• 

36 
37 Qe 2  

37  Bxh4 Rxd3 38 Qxd3 Nf4+ forks king 
and queen . Al so 37 Rxd5 does not he lp 
since 37  . . •  exd5 38 Bxh4 Qh3+ wins for 
Black . 

37  Bxg3 

It is a wonder ful s i gn for Black that 
he can even happily now exchange Whi te ' s  
problem piece . 

38 fxg3 Qd7 !  
3 9  Qx f3 

This doe s no t help , but something mus t  
be done be fore Black can dominate the 
posi tion with 39  . • •  Qf7 .  3 9  Rxe6 would 
have lost to 39  . . •  Rxd3 . 

39 
40 Kxf3 

Rxf3 
Nxb4 ! 

This put s a final touch on the destruc­
tion o f  White ' s  care ful ly constructed 
empire . 4 1  Nxb4 Qxd4 leaves Black with 
queen and far too many pawns for the 
rooks . 

4 1  Rd 1 Qxd4 

4 1  • . .  Nxa6 might have given Whi te even 
less hope . 

4 2  Re4 Qd5 
43  Nf2  

Here the game was adj ourned .  With 
queen and three pawns for two rooks , 
Black needs only take care to ensure 
that he scores the full poin t .  

43  Qh5+ 

43 . • •  Qxc5 is the s imples t path, but 
perhaps i t  is be st not to seal the 
obj ectively stronge s t  move when they 
all  win anyway . 

44 Kg2 Nd5 
45 Rxe6 h6 

Larsen ensures the s_afe ty o f  h i s  king 
before queening his ' b ' pawn . 

46  Rd3 Kh7 
4 7  Rf3 b4 ! 
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48 g4 

48 Rxc6 would have los t to 48 . • •  Ne3+ ! 
49 Rxe 3  Qd5+ . 

48 Qg5 
49 Kg3 

Round 1 2  

4 9  Rxc6 Nf4+ gives White the choice 
between 50  Kg3 Ne 2+ fo l lowe d by Nd4 , or 
any o ther king move , met by 50 . • •  Qd5 . 

4 9  Qc l 
50 Nh3 

After 5 0  Rxc6 now, Black p l ays 50 • • •  Qg l +  
5 1  Kh3 b 3  and Whi te i s  hopelessly dis­
coordina ted .  

50 Qc4 
5 1  g5 h5 ! 

At a s troke deal ing with the problems 
created by Whi te ' s  laboriously construc­
ted mating ne t .  

52  Re S  h4+ 
53 Kg2 b3 
54 Rb8 Qe 2+ 
55 Nf2 

Or 5 5  Rf2 Qg4+ 5 6  Kh2 Qg3+ winning 
everything . 

55 Ne3+ 
Whi te resigned 

A s trange game , in which Larsen ' s  
control in a passive position seemed to 
bemuse the World Champion into a tot­
ally fal se sense of security.  Nonethe­
less a good game by the Dane who there­
by equalized his personal score with 
Karpov. 

Game No . 57 Caro-Kann Defence 

Hubner Portisch 

e4 c6 
2 d4 d5 
3 Nc3 dxe4 
4 Nxe4 Bf5 
5 Ng3 Bg6 
6 Nf3 Nd7 
7 Bc4 e6 
8 0-0 Be 7 
9 Qe2 Ngf6 

1 0  Re i 
1 1  c3  
1 2  Bg5 
1 3  Bh4 
1 4  Rad l  

1 5  Rd2 
1 6  N f l  
1 7  Bxe 7 
1 8  Bxd8 
1 9  Qxf3 
20 Ne3 
2 1  Bb3 

o-o 
Qc 7 
h6 
Rad8 
Rfe8 

Bh7 
Ne4 
Nxd2 
Nx f3+ 
Rxd8 
Nf6 
c5 

22 dxc5 Be4 
23  Qe 2  Bd3 
24 Qf3 Be4 
25 Qe2 Bd3 

Drawn . 

Game No . 5 8  Ruy Lopez 

Ljubojevic Tal 

I e4 
2 Nf3  
3 Bb5 
4 Bxc6 
5 0-0 
6 d4 
7 dxe5 
8 Rxd l 
9 Rd3 

1 0  Nbd2 
1 1  b3 
1 2  Bb2 

e5 
Nc6 
a6 
dxc6 
f6 
Bg4 
Qxd l 
fxe5 
Bd6 
Nf6 
0-0-0 
Bxf3 



Game No . 

Game s Nos . 5 7 ,  5 8 ,  5 9 ,  60  1 35 

1 3  Nxf3 Nxe4 
14 Re3 Nf6 
1 5  Nxe5 Rhe8 

1 6  h3 Nd5 
1 7  Re4 Re6 
1 8  Rae l Rde8 
1 9  a3  Nf6 
20 R4e3 Nd5 
2 1  Re4 Nf6 
2 2  R4e 3 Nd5 

Drawn . 

5 9  Queen ' s  Gambi t Accepted 

Hort Kavalek 

I N£3 d5 
2 d4 Nf6 
3 c4 dxc4 
4 e 3  Bg4 
5 Bxc4 e6 
6 h3 Bh5 
7 Nc3 Nbd7 
8 Be2 Bd6 
9 0-0 0-0 

1 0  e4 e5 
1 1  dxes Nxe5 
1 2  Nd4 Bc5 
1 3  Nb3 QXd l 
1 4  Bxd l Bb6 
1 5  a4 Bxd l 
1 6  RXd l aS 
1 7  Bg5 c6  
1 8  Kf l 

Drawn . 

Game No . 60 Grlinfe ld Defence 

Spas sky Timman 
(Notes by Polugayevsky) 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 g6 
3 Nc3 d5 
4 c xd5 Nxd5 
5 e4 Nxc3 
6 bxc3 Bg7 
7 Bc4 c5  
8 Ne2 0-0 
9 0-0 Nc6 

1 0  Be3 Bg4 
1 1  f3 Na5 

Normally Black re sorts to this manoeuvre 
a fter first exchanging pawns on d4 . But 
in this case , apart from the main contin­
uation 1 3  Bd3 , Whi te can choose 1 3  Bd5 , 
and a fter 1 3  . . .  Bd7 continue 1 4  Rb l .  
Then i t  is not good for Black to de fend 
the pawn by 1 4  . . .  Qc8 ,  since i t  is un­
p leasantly answered by 1 4  Re i ,  or 1 5  Qd3 
fol lowed by 1 5  Rfc l . 

By avoiding the exchange of pawns in 
the centre , Timman reserves for himself 
this possibi l i ty o f  . • .  Qc8 . 

1 2  Bd5 Bd7 
1 3  Bg5 

Since the fact that Black has retained 
his pawn at cS affords him additional 
chances ,  in the form of the threat o f  
. . .  c5 -c4 , trapping the whi te bishop a t  
d S  (after 1 3  Rb l Qc8 ) ,  Spassky adopts 
a new move . Howeve r ,  the idea of it is 
not a l together clear to me .  After a l l ,  
i f  Black had now exchanged,  1 3  . • .  c xd4 
1 4  cxd4 , and played 1 4  • • •  Bb5 , a position 
we l l  known to theory would have been 
reached,  which i s  j usti fiably conside red 
favourable for Black in view of the 
weakening o f  Whi te ' s  d4 . And , o f  
course , only Spassky himself can answer 
the que s tion : was it improvisation a t  
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the board , or a prepared variation? 

1 3  Bb5 

This indicates that Timman is already 
thinking of more than complete equality.  

14  Rb l Ba6 ! 

A very s trong move . One gains the 
impres sion tha t a fter 1 4  . • •  Qd7 Whi te 
can sacri fice the exchange - 1 5  Rxb5 
Qxb5 1 6  Bxe 7 ,  while in the event of 
1 4  • . •  Bxe 2 1 5  Qxe2 c xd4 1 6  cxd4 Bxd4+ 
1 7  Khl he gains some compen sation for 
the pawn (perhaps i t  was this contin­
uation that Spassky had in mind, in 
making his 1 3th move ? ! ) .  But now 
Black intends , without forcing matters , 
to drive away the bishop by . • .  h7-h6 and 
• • .  g6-g5 , and then increase the pressure 
on d4 . 

1 5  f4 

Whi te , having played Bg5 , is now forced 
to pin his hopes on a ttack . However,  
the resul ting double-edged posi tion 
appears to me to be more promi sing for 
Black . 

I S  Qd7 

As becomes apparent a l i ttle later , the 
pre l iminary exchange I S  • • .  cxd4 16 cxd4 
deserved considerat ion , and only then 
1 6  . • .  Qd7 .  

1 6  fS 
1 7  Rf3 

gxf5 
fxe4 

1 7  • • .  e6 is unpleasan tly me t by 1 8  Rg3 
Kh8 1 9  e x f5 ! ,  but 1 7  . • .  h6 was very 
interes ting. After 1 8  Qd2 hxgS 1 9  Qxg5 
Bxe 2 20 Rd3 Bg4 Whi te has an a ttack , 
but even so it is hardly worth the two 
sacrificed p iece s ,  s ince nothing decis­
ive i s  apparent .  In this case Timman 
was probably more afraid of the re treat 
1 8  Bf4 , and he decided to c lari fy the 
s ituation immediately.  

18  Rg3 Bxe2 
1 9  Qxe2 

It  is easy to see that the queen sacri­
fice - 1 9  Bh6 - does no t wo rk . 

1 9  Kh8 

20 Bxe4 
2 1  Bf3 

fS 
cxd4 

Had this exchange been made earl ie r ,  on 
the 1 5 th move , Black would have s imply 
captured on d4 with check ,  and would 
have had two extra pawns , for which his 
opponent would have had insufficient 
compensation. But here Whi te finds a 
brilliant and saving continuation . 

22 Bxe 7 !  d3 

It  turns out that after 22 . . .  Rfe8 
23 Rxg7 Whi te wins - 23 . . .  Kxg7 24 Qe5+ 
Kg8 25 Bd5 + .  On 22 • . .  Rf7 there all  
the same fol lows 23 Rxg7 , and i f  23  • • .  

Kxg7,  then 24 QeS+ with a very s trong 
attack , while after 23 . . .  Rxg 7  White has 
the continuation 24 Bf6 d3  (on 24 . . .  
dxc3 the simple 25 Bxc 3 is good) 
25 Bxg7+ Qxg7 (25 • . •  Kxg7 is bad because 
of 26 QeS+ and 27 Qxa5 ) 26 Qxd3 , with 
a slight positional advan tage . 

23 Bxf8 dxe2 

23  • . .  Rxf8 , counting on the strong 
passed pawn at d3 , is parried by the 
same 24 Rxg7 ! 

24 Bxg7+ Qxg7 

Otherwise it is Black who would have to 
' beg'  for a draw. 

25 Rxg7 Kxg 7  
26 Kf 2 

An equal ending has been reached , and 
what ' s  more , in my opinion it should 
have ended in a draw sooner than in 
fac t  occurred in the game . But . . .  

26 Rc8 

A trap ! In the event of 27 Bxb 7?  Rb8 
23 Be4 e i =Q+ ! White loses a piece . 
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2 7  Kxe2 

An elementary draw resul ts from 27 Rb5 
b6 28 Rxf5 Rxc3 2 9  Kxe2 Rc2+ 30 Kd3 
Rxa2 3 1  Bd5 . 

2 7  b6 
28 Rd l 

Whi te has certain difficul tie s ,  al though 
he should still  be able to draw, a fter 
28 Kd3 Rd8+ 29 Ke2 Nc4 . He evidently 
wanted to activate his p ieces to the 
maximum, hence the move . p layed .  

28  
2 9  Rd 7+ 
30 Rxa7 

Rxc 3  
Kg6 

A signifi cant inaccuracy . Whi te could 
have achieved his goal by 30 Bd5 , when 
Black cannot bring his knight into play 
wi thout sacri ficing material 

30 Rc 2+ 
3 1  Kd3 Rxa2 
32 Rd7 

With the threat of 33 Rd6 + .  The 
restricted amount of material on the 
board al lows Whi te , de spi te being a 
pawn down , neverthe less to avoid de feat .  

32  b5 
33 Rd6+ Kg5 
34 Rb6 

Evidently a t ime trouble move . 35 Rd5 , 
with the threat of g2-g4 , woul d have 
led to an immediate draw. 

34 Rb2 
35 g3 Rb3+ 
36 Ke2 f4 
37 Rd6 fxg3 
38 hxg3 Nc4 
39  Rd5+ Kf6 
40 Kf2 Rb2+ 
4 1  Be2 b4 

42 Kf3 

The sealed move . Adj ournment analysis 
could not have failed to show that 
Black had no chance of advancing his 
pawn , so that the further move s  were 
evidently made by the players on the 
principle o f  ' j ust in case ' . 

42 Ne5+ 
4 3  Ke 3 Rc2 
44 Rb5 Nc4+ 
45 Kd3 Rd2+ 
46 Kxc4 Rxe2 
4 7  Rh5 

It  was still  not too late to lose the 
pawn ending ' by means o f '  either capture 
on b4 . 

4 7  Kg6 
48 Rh4 Rg2 

Or 48 . . .  Rb2 49 Rg4+ Kf5 50 Rh4 . 

4 9  Rg4+ Kf5 
50 Rh4 b3 
5 1  Rxh7 b2 
5 2  Rb7 

Drawn . 



R OUND 13 

28th April 

Spassky (4Y2) 0 1 Karpov (8) 
Timman (5) 1 0 Hort (5 Y2) 
Kavalek (3 Y2 )  1 0 Ljubojevic (7) 
Tal (8) 1 0 Htibner (6Y2) 
Portisch (7 Y2 )  1 0 Larsen ( 4 Y2) 

Standings after thirteen rounds : Karpov, Tal - 9 ;  Portisch - B ! ; Ljubojevic - 7 ;  
HUhner - 6 ! ;  Timman - 6 ;  Hort - 5 ! ;  Kavalek , Larsen, Spassky - 4 ! .  

After the comparative calm of the previous day, thi s round proved to be an excep t­
ionally deci sive one - not a single draw! Spassky, wi th Whi te against Karpov , tried 
out a sys tem which had twice in the last year been succe s sfully employed agains t 
him by the Engl i sh grandmaster Miles . Apparently Spassky had not s tudied very care­
ful ly the resul ting opening conflic t s .  Otherwise i t  i s  hard to explain his highly 
amorphous move 10 h3, after which the initiative was completely seized by Black . 
I think that from this point it was only Karpov who was playing for a win .  For 
some t ime Spassky maintained the tension, and then decided to provoke a crisi s .  
This proved a n  unfortunate decision .  The position quickly s tabilized , Karpov ' s  
advantage became clear , and technique i s  not something in which the World Champion 
is lacking . 

I think that on that day I succeeded in playing my best game in the tournament (of 
course,  as often happens , with the help of my opponent ) .  The opposi tion of many 
pieces on a diagonal , along which a whi te bishop was ' raiding ' , created the pre­
cond i tions for a fairly s imple , but , I would think, relative ly new combinative idea . 
Instead of 1 9  . • .  Kb8 ,  it was essential to p lay 1 9  . . •  Qe7 . After the continuation in 
the game , a camouflaged tactical blow gave Whi te a simple win .  

The fourth,  and , a s  i t  turned out ,  last vic tory i n  the tournament was gained by 
Portisch. Larsen in thi s game again pl ayed very riskily , whereas , on the contrary, 
his opponent was very restrained . After gaining the ini tiative , Por tisch was in 
no hurry to force event s .  I think that at some point he could have p layed more 
energe t ically.  At any event , the Dane gained the chance of obtaining real drawing 
chances by sacrific ing his queen (30 . . .  Bxe5 3 1  f4 Qxg3+) . But ,  it would seem, at  
that point Larsen was a lready (or  stil l )  p laying for a win . The resul t was j us t  
the opposite . 

In Montreal it happened several times that Timman, after conduc ting splendidly the 
first hal f  of a game , would gain a big advantage , but then would not succeed in 
real iz ing i t .  In this respect Hort was unlucky : he p layed the opening bad ly ( the 
initial cause of Black ' s  difficulties was 9 . . •  Qd7 ) ,  after which Timman acted con­
fidently. An impos ing posi tional advantage was transformed into a material one , 
and then everything was decided by accurate technique . 

1 38 
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Kavalek was beginning to get into his stride . From inertia , so to speak , 
Ljubojevic wanted to improve his affairs . But his desire to seek compl ications in 
a fairly quiet opening boomeranged . The impuls ive 1 3  . • •  c4 led Black into di fficul­
tie s ,  and the at tempt to provoke a tactical crisis  met wi th a more than convincing 
refutation on the part of Kavalek , who played splendidly that day. Whi te ' s  attack 
was irresis t ible . 

Game No . 6 1  Queen' s Indian Defence 

Spas sky Karpov 
(Notes by Karpov) 

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 b6 
4 Bf4 

A surpri se .  Spassky adop ts a sys tem 
which has been brought into tournament 
prac tice by Miles . It is a comparatively 
new p lan , and as yet i t  i s  difficult to 
j udge as to its true meri t s .  At any 
rate , playing Black against Mile s ,  
Spassky has twice lost i n  this variation .  
I n  the first game (Mantilla 1 9 78 ) ,  af ter 
4 • . .  Bb7 5 e3 Be7 6 h3 0-0 7 Nc3 d5 
8 c xd5 e xd5 9 Bd3 c5 10 0-0 Nc6 
1 1  Ne5 c4 ( l l . • •  c xd4 1 2  Nxc6 Bxc6 
1 3  e xd4±) 1 2  Bc 2  a6 1 3  g4 b5 14 g5 
Ne8 1 5  Qg4 g6 1 6  Rad l Ng7 1 7  h4 the 
English grandmas ter held the ini tiative . 
In the second game (Buenos-Aire s 1 9 78) 
Spassky varied on the I I th move : 
l l  • . •  a6 1 2  Qf 3 ReS 1 3  Rad l cxd4 
14 Nxc6 ( 1 4  exd4 ! ?  Nxd4 15 Bxh7+ Nxh7 
1 6  Rxd4 Nf6 leads to complications ) 
1 4  • . •  Bxc6 1 5  exd4 b5 1 6  a3 Ne4 ! 
1 7  Bbl ! but again was unable to equal­
i ze fully.  The many hours of ana lys is 
spent on the se game s had evidently 
sugge sted to Spassky the idea of himself 
trying this system for Whi te , but in 
somewhat modified form. 

4 Bb7 
5 e 3  Be7 
6 Nc3 

The inventor of the variation, Miles ,  
a lways makes the prophylactic move 6 h3,  
preserving his  black-squared bishop from 
exchange . The continuation chosen by 
Spassky appears more energetic , but i s  
less flexible . A s  a resul t ,  the 
advantage of the first move i s  dissip­
ated . 

6 Nh5 

7 Bg3 d6 

Perhaps the mos t  tricky aspect of play­
ing in thi s pos 1 t1on is to take timely 
prophylactic me asures against a possible 
attack , and only then to p lan active 
operations . 

8 Bd 3  

Whi te is obviousl y  inclining towards 
K-side castl ing . In my opinion, the 
p lan invo lving Q-side castl ing i s  more 
promi sing , operating in the spirit of 
s imilar variations of the Queen ' s  
Gambit . 

8 Nd7 

Black de lays evacuating his king from 
the centre , so as to avoid castl ing on 
opposite side s ,  and the consequent 
sharpening of the play . 

9 0-0 g6 

A move which i s  useful in all respects . 
All the same , the black-squared bishop 
wil l  sooner or later be transferred to 
g 7 ;  i n  addi tion the d3-h7 diagonal i s  
blocked . At the same time , Black lets 
it be known that he i s  ready to exchange 
knight for bishop only after further 
pawn concessions on the part of White . 

1 0  h3 

I took this move to be a small moral 
victory for me . Indeed,  wouldn ' t  i t  
have been simpler t o  spend this tempo 
on the 6 th move ? Knowing how much 
Spassky values t ime in che s s ,  I sensed 
that at  the present moment he could not 
see for himse l f  a de finite p lan . Only 
for this reason could the move 1 0  h3 be 
conceived . 
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1 0  Nxg3 

A knight can hardly dream of a bet ter 
fate . It e liminates a bishop , and at  
the same time spoils  the opponent ' s  
pawn chain.  And these defects in Whi te ' s  
pawn formation wi l l  tel l  sooner or 
later . 

1 1  f xg3 
1 2  Re i 
1 3  Rc2 
14 Rcf 2  

0-0 
Bf6 
Bg7 

One of Spassky ' s  favourite stra tagems 
the doubling of rooks on a half-open 
file . But in the given instance this 
increasing of the pre ssure has no 
practical s trength, s ince Black ' s  
position i s  very elastic.  Only as  a 
resul t of inaccurate and careless play 
by his opponent can White hope to s teal 
up on the square f 7 .  

1 4  Qe7 

An insignifican t ,  but highly useful move , 
which is one of the links in the overal l 
plan of developing an offensive in the 
centre . 

1 5  Kh2 

A chronic drawback to White ' s  posi tion 
is the fact tha t ,  in the absence of his 
black-squared bi shop , i t  i s  extreme ly 

dangerous for him to begin an advance 
of his central pawns . Therefore , 
al though his forces are ful ly mobil ized , 
his position at the same time create s  a 
rather feature less impression . He has 
to await the deve lopment of events ,  
like an army preparing to endure a 
prolonged seige . . .  

1 5  a6 

Defending against a possible Nb5 . 

1 6  Qe 2  Rae8 
1 7  Bb l 

Here Black has at hi s disposal a number 
of intere s ting plans . One of them i s  
associated with . . .  c 7 -c5 , another with 
. . .  f7-f5 . The posi tion may still  be 
leve l ,  but Whi te has to s tick to wai t ­
ing tactics . Black thus has a s trategic 
1n1t1ative . Afraid of losing such an 
ins i gnificant advantage , I decided to 
de lay making a de fini te choice , while 
retaining all  the numerous possibilitie s .  

1 7  c6 
1 8  a 3 !  

This move forced me t o  change my mind , 
and to hasten to begin positive action .  
The planned advance . . •  b6-b5 i s  now 
a l together pointle ss , since after 
1 9  Ba2 the bishop i s  very favourably 
placed . White then plays b2-b4 and 
obtains an al together splendid position .  
In short ,  Black can no longer de lay . 

1 8  f5 

After thi s move several whi te pieces 
(the rooks on the ' f ' file and the 
bi shop at b l ) begin to fee l uncomfort­
able . 

At this point I no ticed that Spassky , 
who himself plays so mas terful ly in 
posi tions where there i s  pawn tension , 
was enviously looking at my half of the 
board . 

1 9  e4 

At last Whi te neverthe less decide s  on 
ene rge tic measures , but the keystone of 
his posi tion - the d4 pawn - is now 
weakened ,  and Black promptly a ttacks i t  
with hi s ' c '  pawn . 
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1 9  c5 
20 exf5 

I think that Spassky should have main­
tained the tension in the centre . But 
he evidently decided that he had to play 
for a draw, and so he went in for 
simplificat ion , wi thout evaluating 
sufficiently accurate ly its consequence s .  

20 e xf5 

Black has to agree to the exchange of 
queens , s ince after 20, . .  gxf5 needless 
weaknesses are created in his posi tion. 

21 Qxe 7 Rxe 7 
22 dxc5 

22 d5 is unfavourabl e ,  since Black takes 
undi sputed possession of the ' e '  file , 
and gains c learly the better chance s .  

22 bxc5 ! 

The s tronges t  of the three possible 
continua tion s .  After the p lausible 
22 • • .  d xc5 White develops pressure on the 
' d '  fi le . Then the exchange on c 3  
would not be dangerous for him, and he 
could even go after the pawn at b6 . 
22 • • .  Nxc5 looks sensible , since . • .  Bxc3 
i s  then a s trong threat,  but after 
23 Nd5 Bxd5 24 cxd5 I thought i t  doubt­
ful that Black would be able to win . 

23 Rd l 

If 23 Nd5 , then after 23 Bxd5 24 c xd5 
Rb8 Black has an exce l lent position .  I t  
remains for him to p lay . . .  Nb6 , when i t  
wi l l  be s trategica l ly won .  Therefore 
Spassky seeks a target to attack . 

23  Bxc3 
24 bxc3 Rf6 ! 

I had thi s position in mind much earl ier , 
and I am very happy about the fact that 
my evaluation of the given endgame proved 
to be correct and accurate . 

25 Rfd2 

Pres sure on the ' d '  f i le is Whi te ' s  onl y  
counter-chance .  

How should Black proceed further ? 
After the apparently natural 25 . . .  Bx f3 
26 gxf3 Ree6 the white king move s across 
to f2, and then Whi te himself can pre­
pare an invas ion on the ' b '  file . The 
immediate 25 • . .  Ne5 is also possible , 
but then 26 Ng l Rd7 27 Ne 2 ,  and all  the 
time the capture on c4 is not possible 
because of the pin Ba2 . 

Af ter looking deeply into the position , 
I came to the conclusion that it was 
necessary to activate my rook straight 
away.  

25  Re 3 !  
26 Ngl  

Af ter 26 Rxd6 Rxd6 27 Rxd6 Bxf3 
28 gxf3 Ne5 the rook , co-ordinating 
with the knigh t ,  quickly make s short 
work of Whi te ' s  scattered force s .  For 
example : 29 f4 Nf3+ 30 Kg2 Rxc3  
3 1  Rd5 Nd4 32  Rxc5 Rb3 33 Rd5 Rb2+ 
etc . 

26 Kf7 !  
2 7  Rxd6 Rxd6 
28 Rxd6 Ke 7 

Strange ly enough , de spite the fact that 
Whi te has an extra pawn , Black wins the 
ending practically by force . 

29 Rd3 Re I 
30 Ba2 

Again the only move , since 30 Bc 2 Ne5 
3 1  Rd2 Nxc4 make s the whi te pawns easy 
booty for the black piece s .  

30 Re i !  

Perhaps one of the most exac t move s in 
the game . So as to use the full power 
of the black bishop , the rook heads for 
c 2 .  
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3 1  Nf 3 

If 3 1  Bb3 ,  then 3 1 . • .  NeS 32 Re 3 Kf6 
wi th the irre s istible threat of 33 • . .  Rb l ,  
after whi ch the c4 pawn fal l s ,  but even 
so , thi s was possibly Whi te ' s  be st 
chance . Now Whi te cl ings on to his 
material , but i t  i s  difficult to imagine 
that within a few moves he wil l  end up 
in comp le te zugzwang. 

3 1  
3 2  Rxf3  
33 Re3 
34 Bb3 

Bxf3 ! 
NeS 
Kf6 
aS 

A picturesque zugzwang position .  Any 
move by Whi te leads to the loss of sev­
eral pawns . 

35 Ba4 Nxc4 
36 Re8 

Totally bad is 37 Rd3 Nb2 . 

36 Rxc 3  
3 7  Rc8 

At thi s point an amusing incident 
occurred . When recording the game , I 
had mi stakenly mis sed five l ine s on my 
score shee t (from the 1 6 th to the 20th 
move ) .  Therefore I thought that I now 
had to make my 42nd move , and after some 
thought I decided that it would be be st 
to adj ourn . When I expre ssed my desire 
to Spassky (who , as it turns out , was 
in time trouble ) ,  he spread his hands 
in astonishmen t ,  and said that I had no 
r i ght to , s ince the forty moves had no t 
yet been made . This absent-mindedne ss 
could have cost me dearly !  It was a 
good thing that I s t i l l  had ten minutes 
in reserve . 

37  
38 BbS 

Ne 3 
c4 

The unusual occurrence just de scribed 
had rather unse t tled me , and I mis sed 
the quickest win - 38 . • .  Rc2 39 Bc6 
Nf l +  40 Kg l Nxg3 and then . . .  f5 -f4 , 
creating a mating net .  But , de spite 
the fact that Black gives the whi te 
king slightly more freedom, the win i s  
still  j u s t  a ma tter o f  t ime and simple 
technique . 

39  Kg I Rc2 
40 Bc6 c3 
4 1  Bf3 gS 
4 2  g4 f4 
Whi te resigns 

Game No . 6 2  English Opening 

Timman Hor>t 
(Notes by Po �ugayevsky) 

I c4 Nf6 
2 Nc3 cS 
3 Nf3 Nc6 

In rep ly to  the usual 3 . . .  d5 4 cxdS 
NxdS the Dutch grandmaster frequently 
plays 5 e 4 ,  which he has studied in 
de tail , and in the event of S • • •  Nb4 -
6 Bc4 . In a game from this same tourn­
amen t ,  Tal p layed against Timman 5 • • •  

Nxc3 6 dxc3 Qxd l + ,  but was forced to 
conduct a dif ficul t de fence in the end­
game . 

4 g3 

The crucial continuation is considered 
to be 4 d4 cxd4 5 Nxd4 e 6 .  But Timman 
likes to adop t variations which he him­
se l f  has te sted thoroughly in prac tice , 
and which he often ' enl iven s '  with 
regular improvements . 

4 dS 
5 cxdS NxdS 
6 Bg2 Nc7 

The alternative is 6 . • •  g6 , which i s  
frequently p layed now. After the move 
in the game , a posi tion is reached from 
the c lassical Rubinstein variation , 
which has been studied , it would seem, 
through and through. But . • •  

7 o-o 
8 d3  

eS 
Bel 
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Black does no t need to hurry with thi s 
natural move , but can p lay 8 . • •  Bd7 
immediatel y ,  wi th the poss ible follow-up 
9 Nd2 Ne6 1 0  Nc4 f6 and then . . .  a7-a6 , 
. • •  b7-bS and . • .  Bd6 . 

9 Nd2 Qd7 

Clearly not the strongest  continuation . 
The bishop at c8 now remains locked in , 
and Black does not succeed in fianche t to­
ing i t .  In practice therefore 9 • . •  Bd7 
is more often played ,  and on 1 0  Nc4 , not 
I O  • • •  f6 , which after 1 1  f4 ! gave Whi te 
the advantage in the game Ree-Polugay­
evsky (Amsterdam 1 9 72 ) ,  since in the 
event of l l  . . . bS he has the manoeuvre 
1 2  Ne 3 e xf4 1 3  gxf4 0-0 1 4  NedS , when 
the weakne sses in Black' s posi tion 
become apparen t ,  but 1 0  . . .  0-0 . In the 
first game when this occurred (Espig­
Polugayevsky , Sochi 1 9 7S ) ,  after 1 1  Bxc6 
Bxc6 1 2  NxeS Be8 Black gained some 
compensation for the pawn in the form o f  
the two bishops and the weakened whi te 
squares in the whi te king ' s  position .  
But later i t  was found that White can 
hope to retain an advantage . 

Neverthe less Black should have chosen 
9 . • .  Bd 7 .  

1 0  Nc4 f6 
1 1  Qa4 

A highly unpleasant continuation . Now 
on 1 1  • • •  0-0 Whi te has an agreeable 
choice be tween the immediate 1 2  Bxc6 and 
the prel iminary 1 2  f4 , when after 1 2  • . .  

Ne6 1 3  fS Ne 7 1 4  Bxc6 bxc6 I S  Be 3  
Whi te has ve ry s trong pressure on the 
' c '  file . But even so thi s was the 
lesser evil for Black . 

1 1  Nd8 

Black keeps his pawn chain intact,  but 
doe s nothing to so lve his problems . 

Without the queens i t  is more dif ficul t 
for him to de fend his Q-side . 

1 2  qxd7+ Bxd 7  
1 3  f4 exf4 
1 4  Bxf4 Rc8 

1 4  • . .  Nce6 I S  NdS deserved cons ideration , 
fo llowed by I S  . . •  Nxf4 16 Nc 7+ Kf8 
1 7  Nxa8 Nxg2 1 8  Kxg2 Bc6+ and 1 9  • • .  b5 . 
But Whi te would have continued 1 6  Rxf4 , 
and on I 6  • . •  Ne6 - 1 7  Re4 ,  with threats 
such as Bh3 , and on I 6  . . •  Rc8 - 1 7  Re4 
Be6 1 8  Bh3 BxdS 1 9  Nd6+ Kf8 20 Rxe 7 
Kxe 7 2 1  Nxc8+ and 22 Nxa 7 ,  emerging a 
pawn up . 

Black can also delay capturing on f4 , 
and p lay I S  . . •  Rc8 immediate ly.  But then 
1 6  Bd6 ! (if  1 6  Nxe 7 Kxe 7 1 7  Nd6 , then 
a fter 1 7  . . .  Ra8 i t  is not apparent that 
Whi te can gain a s ignificant advantage , 
since on 1 8  Nxb7 Black rep lies 1 8  . . .  
Nxf4 1 9  Rxf4 Nxb7 20 Bxb7 Rb8 ; 
1 8  Bxb7 also doe s no t work , because of 
1 8  . . •  Nxf4 1 9  Bxa8 Nh3+) 1 6  . . .  Bf8 ( the 
only move ! )  1 7  Bf3 ! gives Whi te a 
decis ive attack, since Black has no 
adequate de fence against the check at  
hS . For example : 1 7  • . .  bS 1 8  BhS + Nf 7 
1 9  NeS f xeS 20 Bxf 7+ and 2 1  BxeS , or 
1 7  . . .  Kf 7 1 8  NeS+ ! ,  and after 1 8  . . .  fxeS 
- an elegant mate by 1 9  Bh5++ Kg8 
20 Rxf8+ Nxf8 2 1  Ne7 mate , and on 
I 8  . • .  Kg8 - 1 9  Bxf8 f xeS 20 BhS or 
20 Ne 7+.  

IS  a4 ! 

I think that a fter this Black ' s  posi tion 
is beyond saving . 

I S  b6 

The bes t  chance was I S  . . •  Nce6 16 NbS 
(here after 1 6  NdS , in compari son with 
the variations given above , Black has 
an extra tempo , which enable s  him to 
f ind a defence) 16 . . .  BxbS 1 7  axbS Nd4 , 
and now on 1 8  Kf2 NxbS 1 9  RaS a6 
20 Nb6 Black can obtain a pawn for the 
exchange by 20 . . .  Rc6 . It  is true tha t •  
by 1 8  Rxa7 Nxe 2+ 1 9  Kf 2 Whi te can 
nevertheless  set up unpleasant pressure 
on the opponent ' s  Q-side . 

1 6  Bxc 7 
1 7  NbS 
1 8  axbS 

Rxc7 
BxbS 
Nf7 
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Unless Black can di slodge the �rhite 
knight from c 4 ,  the a7 and b6 pawns are 
doome d .  

1 9  Bc6+ Kd8 
20 Ne3 Nd6 

Black coul d have attempted to give up 
the exchange in a diffe rent way : 20 • . •  

NeS 2 1  NdS Nxc6 ( 2 1  • • •  Rxc6 22 bxc6 
Nxc6 23  Nxb6 ! ) ,  and i f  22 Nxc 7 ,  then 
22 • • .  Kxc 7 23 bxc6 aS , wi th good drawing 
chances .  But White would have satis fied 
himself with a positional advantage -
22 bxc6 Rxc6 ( 22 . . .  aS 23 -Nxb6 Rxc6 
24 RxaS ) 23 Rxa7 ,  whi ch is sufficient 
for a win . 

2 1  NdS Nc8 
22 Nf4 

The exchange wil l  not run away from 
Whi te , and the threat  of 23 Ne6 mate 
drives the black king away from the 
Q-side . 

22 
23  Ne6+ 
24 Nxc7  

Ra4 2S 

Bd6 
Ke7 
Bxc7 

Combined p lay on both flanks , further 
pawn weaknesses in Black ' s  pos i t ion , a 
gradual opening of l ines - this i s  
Timman ' s p lan . Black has no way of 
opposing i t .  

2S Rd8 
26 Rh4 h6 
2 7  Kg2 BeS 
28 b3 Kd6 
29 Rg4 gS 
30 b4 Kc 7 

On 30 • • •  c xb4 Whi te wins immediately by 
3 1  d4 . 

3 1  bxcS bxcS 

32 Ra4 
33 Rc4 
34 Rxd4 

Kb8 
Bd4 

Now that all  the black pawns are weak , 
Whi te considers the re turn of the ex­
change to be the quicke s t  way to  win , 
al though 34 e3 was also sufficien t .  

34 cxd4 
3S Rxf6 Nd6 

3S . . .  Rd6 is answe re d  by 36 Rf 7 .  

36 Rxh6 Kc7 
37  Rg6 aS 
38 RxgS a4 
39 RdS a 3  
40 Rxd4 

After ' consuming' four ( ! ) successive 
black pawns , the whi te rook prepares 
to deal wi th the fi fth and last by 
4 1  Ra4 . 

40 
4 1  Rc4 

Or 4 1  . . .  a2 42 BxbS+ 

42 BxbS 

The sealed move . 

4 2  
4 3  g4 
44 h4 

NxbS 
Kb6 

and 4 3  

KxbS 
Re8 

Re i .  

It  i s  no longer nece ssary for Whi te to 
de fend his pawns . 

44 Rxe2+ 
4S Kf3 a2 
46 Re i Rb2 
4 7  Ra l KcS 
4 8  h5 KdS 
49 h6 Rh2 
so Kg3 Re sign s .  

Game No . 6 3  Queen ' s  Indian Defence 

Kavalek Ljubojevic 
(Notes by Kavalek ) .  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 e6 
3 Nf3 b6 
4 g3 Bb7 
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5 Bg2 d5 
6 0-0 Be7 
7 Ne5 o-o 
8 Nc3 Nab 

A new way of handling the Queen ' s  
Indian Defence , which was introduced in 
1 97 6 .  Black ' s basic idea i s  to p lay 
. • •  c 7-c5 , and ,  if  neces sary, • • •  Nc 7 .  

9 cxd5 
1 0  Nd3 

exd5 

Directed mainly against I O  • • •  c5 , but 
Ljubojevic neverthe less considers this 
move possibl e .  

1 0  
1 1  dxc5 
1 2  Bg5 
1 3  Qa4 

1 3  

c5  
bxc5 
Rb8 

c4 

Too act ive . 1 3  . • •  Qe8 was preferable . 

1 4  Bxf6 
15 Nf4 

Bxf6 
Nc5 

After the game Ljubojevic sugge sted that 
15 • . •  Qd6 would have been be tter,  but 
then 1 6  Nfxd5 ! Bxd5 1 7  Nxd5 Bxb2 
1 8  Rad l leads to an advan tage for Whi te . 

1 6  Qxa7 

This move required accurate calculation , 
to make sure that the queen would not 
be trapped . 

At the 

1 6  Qd6 
1 7  Ncxd5 

worst the queen can escape 

1 7  BXb2 
1 8  Rad l  Nd7 

via b6 . 

An unfortunate choice in a difficul t 
pos�t�on . Black should have tried for 
a draw in the ending after 1 8  • • .  Ra8 
1 9  Qb6 QXb6 20 Nxb6 Bxg2 2 1  Kxg2 Rxa2 
( 2 1 • • .  c3 loses to 22 Nxa8 RxaB 23  Rd4 
fo l lowed by 24 Rc4 )  2 2  Nxc4 , when a l l  
the remaining pawns are o n  the same 
wing. 

1 9  Ne3 
20 Qa4 
2 1  Qxc4 
22 Qc2 

Qb6 
Nc5 
Ba6 
Rfc8 

It looks as  though Black has some 
counter-p lay, but the white pieces make 
an effective swi tch to the opposi te 
wing. 

23 Qf5 
24 Qg4 

g6 
ReS 

I think that 24 • • .  Bg7 was s tronge r .  

2 5  Rb l 

Now i t  is apparent that one pair o f  
rooks wil l  b e  exchanged .  

25 Qa7 
26 Bd5 

This centra li zed bishop , attacking f 7  
and defending the pawn a t  a2 , i s  a s i g­
ni ficant factor . 

26 Kh8 
2 7  Nc4 

Bad , of course ,  is 27 Nxg6+ fxg6 
28 Rxb2 Rxb2 29  Qd4+ in view o f  
29  . . .  Qg7 . 

2 7  Bxc4 

More or less forced .  If the bishop 
moves from b2 (for examp le , 27 • . •  Bg7 ) , 
then 28 Nd6 . 

Black is 

28 Bxc4 Ne4 
29 Nd3 f5 
30 Qf4 Qd4 

unable to avoid further 
simpli fication . 

3 1  Rxb2 Rxb2 
32  Nxb2 Qxb2 
33 Rd l 
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A strong move . Whi te intends to invade 
the 7th rank with his rook, and 33 • • • Qc2 
is bad in view of 34 Rd8 . 

33 Qb6 
34 Rd7 

The rook reaches the 7 th rank, and the 
threat  of Qh6 is in the air .  

34 QcS 
3S Rc7 Qd4 
36 Bd3 Qa l +  

Black i s  in severe t ime trouble , and in 
addi t ion his posi tion i s  hopeless . 

37 Kg2 
38 Bxe4 
39 Qh6 

Qf6 
Rxe4 
Resigns 

Game No. 64 Caro-Kann Defence 

Tal Hubner 
(Notes by Tal )  

I e4  c6 
2 d4 dS 
3 Nc3 dxe4 
4 Nxe4 BfS 
s Ng3 Bg6 
6 h4 h6 
7 Nf3 Nd7 
8 h5 Bh7 
9 Bd3 Bxd3 

1 0  QXd3 Ngf6 
1 1  Bf4 QaS+ 
1 2  Bd2 Qc 7 
1 3  0-0-0 

The choice be tween this move and 1 3  c4 
is a matter of mood . In the present 
game Whi te chooses a fairly dangerous 
p lan , which was brought into prac tice , 
i f  my memory does not betray me , by 
Ge l le r .  

1 3  
1 4  Ne4 
I S  g3 

e6 
0-0-0 

The poin t of the previous move is dis­
closed . Whi te intends to occupy a con­
venient post with his bishop . 

The variation was te s ted several times 
in the USSR Championship at Tbilisi  
( 1 9 78) , and on each occasion Black did 
not succeed in comp le tely so lving his 
opening problems . 

I S  

The other moves that have been tried 
here are I S  • . .  NcS 16 NxcS BxcS 
(Tse shkovsky-Bagirov) , and IS . . .  cS 
16 Bf4 c4 1 7  Qe2 Qc6 1 8  Nx f6 gx f6 
1 9  dS ! (Tseshkovsky-Kasparov) .  

1 6  Qxe4 Nf6 

It  is possibly wrong to leave eS open 
for the enemy knight . In my opinion , 
1 6  . . .  Be 7 was more accurate . 

1 7  Qe2 cS 

This advance , whi ch i s  thematic in the 
Caro-Kann Defence , in the given sit­
uation turns out to be ri sky . Whi te ' s  
king rook bursts into play by an e ffec­
tive , but not al together usual route . 

1 8  dxcS BxcS 
1 9  Rh4 ! 

The threats of 20 Rc4 and 20 b4 force 
Black to remove his piece s  from the ' c '  
file . I managed to find the combin­
ative idea , which occurred in the game , 
fairly easily.  Neverthe less , I spent a 
considerable amount of t ime on the move 
1 9  Rh4 . I t  was di fficul t to find the 
correct  path after the be st de fence -
1 9  . . .  Qe 7 .  Now 20 Rc4 Kb8 2 1  Bf4+ 
achieves no thing a fter the simple 2 1  • . .  

Ka8 . In the end I decided that I would 
continue 20 Rc4 Kb8 2 1  NeS RdS ( the 
threat was 22 Nx f7)  22 Bf4 Bd6 23  Rc6 ! ? , 
with the highly unp leasant threat of 
24 Rxd6 . 

1 9  
20 Bf4 
2 1  Rxd6 

Kb8 
Bd6 
Rxd6 
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22 Ne5 ! 

Whi te temporarily blocks the key diag­
onal ,  but brings hi s knight into play 
wi th decis ive effec t .  Against the two 
threats - 23 Nxf7 and 23 Nc4 , there i s  
n o  satis factory defence . Thus 2 2  • . .  Nd5 
fail s  to 23 Nxf7 Nxf4 24 Rxf4 Rf8 
25 Nxd6 Rxf4 26 Nb5 Qc4 27 Qe5+ .  
Equally hopeless i s  2 2  . • •  Rhd8 23 Nc4 
NeB 24 Nxd6 Nxd6 25 Rg4 . 

HUbner finds what is probably the only 
possibil i ty .  

2 2  Ka B  
2 3  Nc4 ! 

I didn ' t want to allow my opponent 
counter-play after 23 Nxf7 e5 ! But now 
Black has to re turn the exchange , since 
23  • • .  e5 loses quickly to  24 Bxe5 Re6 
25 Bxc 7 !  Rxe2 26  Nb6+ . 

23 Ne8 
24 Rg4 

The immediate 24 Nxd6 i s  also not bad , 
but the move p layed i s  ' c leaner ' .  

24 Qe 7  
2 5  Nxd6 Nxd6 
26  Rxg7 

An important pawn has been won , and in 
the time that it take s Whi te to re turn 
his rook, Black does not succeed in 
creating any serious coun ter-play. 

26 
2 7  Rg4 
28 Be5 

Nf5 
Rd8 

Probably the mos t  exact plan .  Whi te 
intends to consol idate securely his 
king ' s  position ,  and then concern him­
se l f  ' serious ly '  wi th the h6 pawn . 

Obviously any endgame wil l  be easily 
won for him. 

28 f6 
29 Bc3 e5 
30 b3 

The final preparation s .  

30 a6 
3 1  Kb2 Qe6 
32 Qc4 

Black cannot exchange queen s ,  and this 
means that he has to concede key pos­
i tions . 

32  Qe8 
33 Rg6 ReS 

34 Qa4 ! 

A highly important gain of temp o !  

34 QdB 
35 Qe4 !  

The immediate 35 g4 Nd6 36 Rxh6 Nb5 
would have led to great complications , 
whi ch are quite unnecessary for Whi te . 

35 Nd6 
36 Qd3 Qc 7 

In reply to 36 • . •  e 4 ,  the mos t  convin­
cing i s  37 Qd4 Qc7 38 a4 .  

37  Bb4 

The f6 pawn wi l l  not run away . 
3 7  Rxf6 Nb5 would have allowed Black 
chances of re sis t ing. 

37  Nb5 

Black ' s attack after 37 . • .  e4 38 Qxd6 
(but not 38 Bxd6 ? ?  e xd3 39 Bxc 7 d 2 )  
i s  sufficient only for two checks . 
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38 Rxf6 aS 

To crown eve rything, 38 . . .  Nd4 fai l s  to 
39 Rxa6+ ! 

39 Bd6 

This hard-working bishop goes off  for a 
deserved re st . The remainder i s  clear . 

Game 

39 
40 Rxd6 
4 1  Qd2 

Nxd6 
e4 
Re signs 

No. 6S Queen ' s  Gambi t 

Portisch Larsen 
(Notes by Keene) 

I Nf3 dS 
2 d4 BfS ! ?  
3 c4 e6 
4 Qb3 Nc6 
5 cS 

In thi s not very theore tical opening 
both 5 c5 and 5 Bd2 are considered main 
possibi l i t ie s .  5 qxb 7 ?  Nb4 6 Na3 Rb8 
7 Qxa7  Ra8 !  is not playable , though . 

S Rb8 
6 Bf4 h6 
7 e3 g5 
8 Bg3 Bg7 

There are many s ides to Bent Larsen; 
one is the iron-hard positional player 
who emp loys rational openings . Another 
is the buccaneer (perhaps Viking raider 
is more appropriate ) who takes all sort s  
o f  ri sks i n  pursuit of obscure advan­
tage s .  The former was seen in action 
at the 1 9 79 Clarin tournament ,  where 
Larsen won firs t prize by a margin o f  
three points , against opponents  such a s  
Mi les , Petro sian ,  Spassky, Najdorf . . .  
and the lat ter at Montreal . However,  

Larsen usually j udges his opponents 
more careful ly.  The risky openings he 
was employing at Montreal would have 
been sui ted to a tournament of mixed 
strength rather than a contest where 
the average rating exceeding Larsen ' s  
own . 

Doubtless , • • •  BfS is possible as a 
de fence to the Queen ' s  Gamb i t ,  i f  Whi te 
has commi t ted himself  to an early Nf3,  
and Larsen has performed a service to 
theory by demonstrating its  viabi l i ty . 
However ,  in the practical s truggle such 
p ioneering effort can prove a terrible 
s train , and it was a sad blow to 
Larsen ' s  support s ,  amongs t  whom I num­
ber myse l f ,  to see Larsen ge tting into 
unaccustomed t ime-trouble at Montreal , 
and scoring far less we l l  than should 
have been his due . 

9 Nc3 a6 ? !  

There is  not much point in preventing 
Nb5 , whi ch can be me t by . . .  ReS ,  so 
9 . • .  Nge 7 !  mus t  be correct ; s ince this 
also provides a convenient defence to 
Bb5 , . . .  Nge 7 would have vindicated 
Black ' s  opening . 

1 0  h4 g4 
1 1  NeS Nge 7 
1 2  Nxc6 Nxc6 
1 3  Be 2 0-0 
1 4  Qd l 

Whi te could have p layed more sharp ly,  
e . g .  1 4  0-0-0 , but  Portisch obviously 
be lieve s  that if he cast les K-side 
Black ' s  fortifica tions in that area 
wil l  prove more feeble . In view o f  
thi s ,  there i s  n o  necessity to castle 
on opposite wings and present Black 
with a targe t .  

1 4  eS?  

Larsen ge ts impatient . Perhaps he was 
beginning to regre t his wasted ninth 
move and wanted to j us t i fy his strategy , 
but the text should lead to a c lear 
Whi te p lus . A more solid al ternative 
is 1 4  . . .  h5 ,  leaving the central thrust 
. • •  e5 for a more propi tious moment ,  
e . g . after I S  f3 ! ?  

I S  dxe5 
1 6  exd4 

d4 
Nxd4 



1 6  . • •  Qxd4 1 7  Qxd4 Nxd4 

1 7  0-0 
1 8  Bc4 
1 9  Qc l 
20 Re i 

2 1  Bd5 ? !  

1 8  0-0-0 

Qd7 
Bc2 
Rbd8 
Bh7 

Game 

. + 1S =· 

This gives Black some chance s to re sist . 
Portisch ' s  idea is to eliminate Black ' s 
QB, which is use ful both for defence 
and offence , but much stronger i s  
2 1  Nd5 ! e n  route inevi tably to f6 . 
After tha t  Black would be forced to 
exchange hi s KB, when his split K-side 
would be a decisi ve handicap . 

2 1  Qe 7  
22 Be4 Qxc5 
2 3  Bxh7+ Kxh7 
24 Qf4 Qb6 
25 Rad l  QXb2 
26  Rxd4 Qxc3 
2 7  Rde4 Kh8 
28 Qxg4 

No . 

The protective shield around Black ' s  king 
is slowly disappearing in any case . 

28 
2 9  RXd4 
30 Kh2 

Rd4 
Qxe l +  
Qa l 

Larsen want s  to create a diversion by 
e stabli shing some passed pawns;  rather 
a bleak al ternative is 30 • • •  Bxe5 3 1  f4 
Qxg3+ 32 QKg3 Bxd4 33 f5 , when White 
should eventually win by technique . At 
least the text allows margin for e rror . 

3 1  Rd7 Qxa2 
32 Rxc7 b5 

32  • • •  Qd5 33 Rd7 Qb5 34 f4 a5 35 e6 
h5 ! survives for Black, but 35 h5 ! 
creates nasty threat s .  

65 1 49 

33 f4 Qd5 
34 Rd7 Qe4 
35 Qh5 Kg8 

If 35 • • •  b4 36 f5 b3 37  f6 b2 38 e6 
b l =Q 39 fxg7+ Kxg7 40 Be5+,  and wins . 

36 Re 7 Qb4 

If 36 • . .  b4 37 f5 b3 38 e 6 ,  or 36 . . .  
Qd5 37  f5 Qc5 38 Qg4 Qxe 7  39 f6+- .  
Larsen tries  to decoy Whi te ' s  rook away 
from the 7th rank , but i t  costs a 
valuable pawn . 

37  Ra 7 Qc5 
38 Rxa6 b4 
39 Qf3 Qb5 
40 Ra7 Rb8 

4 1  f5 

The sealed move , which took Portisch 
35 minutes of thinking time . Le ss 
precise al ternatives are 4 1  Qb3 and 
4 1  e 6 ,  but the move chosen finishe s 
things o ff crisply.  It  i s  i ronic and 
sad for Larsen ' s  interesting opening 
that he is eventually crushed on the 
wing whe re he introduced hi s new ideas 
- 6 . • •  h6 - 7 • • •  g5 , e tc . . . . 

4 1  Bxe5 
42 f6 Kh8 
43 Rxf7 ReS 
44 Qg4 Bxg3+ 
45 Kh3 ! Resigns 

(45 • • •  Rg8 46 Qe4 ) .  
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29th April 

Karpov (9) Y2 Y2 Portisch (8 Y2) 
Larsen (4Y2) Y2 Yz Tal (9) 

Huhner (6Y2) 0 
Ljubojevic (7) Y2 
Hort (5 Y2) Y2 

Standings after fourteen rounds : 
Timroan , Huhner - 6 ! ;  Hort - 6 ;  

1 Kavalek (4Y2) 

Y2 Timman (6) 

Y2 Spassky (4Y2) 

Karpov, Tal - 9 ! ;  Portisch - 9; Ljubojevi c - 7 � ;  
Kavalek - 5 ! ;  Larsen , Spassky - 5 .  

This day both leaders were obl i ged to se t tle for a semi -success . But while Karpov 
for practically the whole game maintained a not especially signifi can t ,  but never­
theless persistent initiative ,  and Por ti sch was all the time under pressure , wi th 
Tal the si tuation was more compl icated . An attempt at an opening experiment led 
Black in an Engl ish Opening into a di fficult po si tion . Knowing that Larsen very 
much l ikes to be material ahead , I sacrificed a pawn and gained counter-play . 
Subsequently both side s  made errors in turn. I de liberate ly avo i ded a wearisome 
s truggle for a draw, but in my pre l iminary calculations overlooked the move 2 3  Nd4 . 
It was also overlooked by Larsen . 

A very sharp variation of the GrUnfeld Defence - in the opening i tse l f  Kavalek 
sacri ficed a pawn against  HUhner - promi sed a highly tense battle . But a serious 
mistake made by the German grandmaster decided the outcome of the game as early as 
the 1 2 th move . Black gained bo th a material and a posi t ional advantage . The 
remainder was not di fficul t .  As early a s  the 25 th move Whi te res i gned i n  view o f  
the absence o f  any use ful move s .  

The Ljubojevic-Timman duel was rich i n  confl icts , and i s  annotated i n  de tail by 
Gufeld . I wil l  only add that after the game both players were slightly unhappy 
wi th the resul t .  Ljubojevic reckoned that the exchange sacri fice on hi s part had 
been premature , whi le Timman was convinced that somewhere he could have realized 
his material advantage more exac tly ( i t  seems to  me that he had the greater cause 
for dissatisfaction) . It is curious that both players evaluated the final position 
pe ssimi s t i cally.  

Hort gained a big advantage against Spassky, but ac ted insufficiently energe tically,  
and by resourceful de fence the Ex-World Champion was able to save hal f  a poin t .  

I S O 
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Game No. 66 Caro-Kann Defence 32 Qe 3  Rac8 

Karrpov Portisch 
33 Kf l Ra8 
34 Ke l Rac8 

I e4 c6 35 Bf l  Ra8 
2 Nc 3 dS 36 Bh3 Nb3 
3 Nf3 Bg4 37 Ke 2 RXd l 
4 h3 BXf3 38 Rxd l Rd8 
s Qxf3 Nf6 39 Na6 QaS 
6 d3 e6 40 Nb4 Rxd l 
7 Be 2  Nbd7 4 1  Kxd l  Qd8+ 
8 Qg3 g6 4 2  Ke2 
9 o-o Bg 7 Drawn . 

1 0  Bf4 Qb6 
1 1  Rab l 0-0 
1 2  Bf3 

Game No . 6 7  Engl i sh Opening 

Larsen Tal 

I c4 Nf6 
2 Nc3 e5 
3 g3  Bb4 
4 Bg2 0-0 
s Nf3 e4 
6 Nd4 Re8 
7 0-0 Nc6 
8 Nc2 Bxc3  
9 dxc3 NeS 

1 2  eS 1 0  b3 h6 
1 3  Bd2 dxe4 1 1  Be3 b6 
1 4  dxe4 aS 
I S  Rfdl a4 
1 6  Qh4 QcS 
1 7  Be3 Qe 7 
1 8  a 3  Rfd8 
1 9  Be 2  NcS 
20 Bf l Ne6 
2 1  f3  bS 
2 2  Na2 Qb7 
23  Nb4 cS 
24 Nd3 Qc7 
2S c 3  c4 
26 Nb4 Bf8 1 2  a4 Bb7 

1 3  aS c5 
1 4  axb6 axb6 
I S  Qd6 Re6 
1 6  Qd2 dS 
1 7  Rxa8 Qxa8 
1 8  Ra J Qb8 
1 9  cxdS NxdS 
20 Bxe4 Rd6 
2 1  BxdS BxdS 
22 Bf4 Bxb3 

(see next diagram) 
2 7  Qf2 BcS 
28 BxcS NxcS 
29 Be2 Kg7 
30 g3 h6 
3 1  h4 h5 
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2 3  Qe 3  Qd8 
24 Qxe5 Rd l +  
25 Kg2 Rxa l 
26 Nxa l Qa8+ 
2 7  f 3  Qxa ] 
28 h4 Qe l 
29 h5 Bdl 
30 Qe8+ Kh7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 68 GrUnfeld Defence 

Hubner Kava�ek 
(Notes by Ta� )  

I d4 Nf6 
2 c4 g6 
3 Nc3 d5 
4 Nf3 Bg7 
5 Bg5 Ne4 
6 c xd5 NxgS 
7 Nxg5 c6 

This move occurs much more rarely than 
the approved 7 • • •  e 6 .  HUhner decides to 
accept the challenge . 

8 dxc6 Nxc6 
9 e 3  

Present-day theory considers that White 
beats off the at tack, retaining his 
material advantage , after 9 d5 . 

9 e5 
10 d5 Qxg5 
1 1  dxc6 0-0 

(see next diagrcun) 

The cri tical position ,  which a move 
later essential ly become s the final one , 
since HUhner makes a highly unfortunate 
move . The que stion of the correctness 
o f  the pawn sacrifice in this particular 
form depends on the move 1 2  c 7 .  At any 

rate , that is de finitely what Whi te 
should have played . 

1 2  Be 2 ?  

Whi te comple te ly overlooks his oppon-
ent ' s  s imple reply.  

1 2  Rd8 !  

The game is decided . Whi te ' s  queen i s  
driven from d l ,  and the capture on g2 
becomes p os sible . 

1 3  Qa4 Qxg2 
1 4  Qe4 Qxe4 
1 5  Nxe4 bxc6 
1 6  Bc4 Kf8 

An extra pawn, two bishops ,  the oppos-
ing king in the centre - this i s  more 
than sufficient for the winning of 
game . The remaining move s do not 
require any commentary . 

1 7  Re i 
1 8  Ke 2 
1 9  Nc5 
20 b3 
2 1  Rc2 
22 Na4 

2 2  
2 3  ex  f4 
24 Ke 3 
25 Rd2 
White re signs 

Ke 7 
f5 
e4 
Bb2 
Ba3 

f4 
Bg4+ 
Bd l 
Bf3 

one 
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Game No . 6 9  Sicil ian Defence 

Ljubojevia Timman 
(Notes by Pol-ugaye vskyJ 

I e4 cS 
2 Nf3 e6 
3 d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 
5 Nc 3 d6 
6 g4 h6 

A perfectly reasonable way of handl ing 
the Kere s variation : Black wishes to 
retain hi s knight at f6 . 

7 h4 

I think that in this way i t  is difficult 
for Whi te to attain an opening advantage . 
The mos t  critical is 7 gS hxgS 8 BxgS , 
and , in comparison with the Rauzer var­
iation, thi s exchange favours Whi te , 
since the black king can only cas t le on 
the Q-side . 

7 Be 7  
8 Qf3 

Black parries the usual 8 Rg l by the 
counter-blow 8 . . •  d5 , and the time lost 
by White on the advance of his pawns , 
and also the unde fended state of the h4 
pawn , begin to te l l .  For example : 
9 BbS+ Kf8 1 0  eS Nfd7 1 1  Nf3 Nc6 
1 2  Bxc6 bxc6 1 3  Bf4 (incorrect i s  
1 3  gS ? hxgS 1 4  BxgS BxgS I S  hxgS Rb8 , 
and the whi te king has nowhere to 
she l ter,  Matulovic-Tukmakov , Bath 1 973)  
1 3  • • •  Rb8 ,  and the advantages of Black ' s 
posi tion are already apparent .  

The move played i s  directed against the 
counter-blow in the centre , but allows 
one in the place where Whi te himsel f  has 
begun an attack . 

8 hS ! ?  

9 gxh5 

After this Whi te is left with nothing 
but weaknesses . More crucial is 9 g5 
Ng4 10 Bh3 Qb6 1 1  Nb3 Nc6 , with a 
double -edged position .  

9 Nxh5 
1 0  Bg5 Nc6 
1 1  o-o-o 

As often happens , one inaccuracy leads 
to anothe r .  Be t ter , in my opinion , is 
1 1  Nxc6 bxc6 1 2  Bxe 7 ,  since all the 
same Whi te gains no initiative for the 
sacrificed pawn . Wha t ' s more , Black 
can obtain a good posi tion by purely 
positional mean s .  

1 1  
1 2  hxg5 
1 3  Kb l 
1 4  Rxd4 

Bxg5+ 
Qxg5+ 
Nxd4 
Bd 7 !  

Rather than cling on to his material 
advantage , Black complete s  the mobiliz­
ation of hi s forces ,  and under the 
secure protection of his pawns his king 
wi l l  fee l  perfectly comfortable in the 
centre - at e 7  or f8 . 

1 5  Rxd6 Bc6 
1 6  Rxc6 

White attempts to change the course of 
events , which are going against him. 
But the pre liminary 1 6  Be2 deserved 
consi deration , provoking the weakening 
1 6  • • .  g6 . 

1 6  bxc6 
1 7  e5 Rd8 !  

1 7  • • •  Qxe5 allows White a very s trong 
attack after 1 8  Qxc6+ Ke 7  1 9  Qb7+ Kf6 
20 Ne4+ ,  while on 1 7  . • .  Rc8 Whi te had 
prepared 1 8  Ba6 Rc7 1 9  Nb5 cxb5 
20 BxbS + ! , winning after 20 . . .  Kf8 
2 1  Qa8+ , and wi th at least a draw after 
20 • • •  Ke 7 21  Qa3+ Kd8 22 Rd l +  Kc8 
23 Ba6+ Kb8 24 Qb4+ Ka8 25 Qe4+.  

18 Qxc6+ Kf8 
1 9  Qc5+ 

Otherwise the e5 pawn is los t .  

1 9  Kg8 
20 Bc4 Nf4 
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2 1  Re 1 

An unhappy decision .  Better was 2 1  Rxh8+ 
Kxh8 22 a4 , immediately set ting in 
motion hi s Q-side pawns . There mi ght 
follow 22 • • •  Ng6 23  Qxa7 NxeS 24 Be 2 ,  
and i n  this very sharp posi tion both 
s ides have their trumps . 

But now i t  turns out that the preserved 
whi te rook is markedly less active than 
the l iberated black rook at h8.  

2 1  Ng2 

I think that it was thi s move , which 
spells  doom for the eS pawn , that White 
under-e s timated . 

22 Rf l 
23 Qc 7 
24 Qxa 7 
25 a4 

RhS 
Rf8 
QxeS 
Nf4 

The presence of Black ' s  rook on his 4 th 
rank make s the further advance of the 
whi te pawns (and what is e specially 
important - the ' a '  pawn) highly prob­
lematic.  At the same time Black can 
hope for an attack, and in connection 
with this 2S • . •  Rc8 deserved consider­
ation ,  and only on 26 Bb3 - 26 • . .  Nf4 , 
wi th the threat o f  27 • • •  Rxc3 28 bxc3 
Ne2 .  In thi s case his advantage would 
be undisputed .  

But now White succeeds i n  including his 
rook in the defence , and the worst for 
him is behind. 

26 Rd l 
2 7  Rd4 

ReS 
Rh ! +  

In the slightly change d s i tuation ,  
Black deviates from the correct path . 
Firstly,  he drives the whi te king to a 
more favourable po sition, and secondly, 

his rook ge ts bogged down in the enemy 
rearguard . 26 • • .  Rf5 was be t te r ,  set ting 
his sights on the f2 pawn . 

28 Ka2 Re i 
29 Qd7 Rb8 
30 Qd6 

The exchange of queens is now unavoid­
able , Black ' s  rook i s  no longer on his 
4 th rank , and the whi te pawns acquire 
enormous s trength. It is now Timman 
who has to seek a way of neutrali zing 
the growing danger . 

30 
31 qxeS 
32 bxc3 
33 BbS 
34 Rd2 

NdS ! 
Nxc3+ 
RxeS 
RfS 

After the impul sive 34 f4 , Black would 
have immediately obtained two irrepres­
sible passed pawns by 34 . • .  e5 or 34 . . .  g5 . 

34 ReS 

A waste of time .  More logi cal , in my 
opinion , was 34 • . •  Kf8 , or 34 • . •  g5 , or 
even 34 . . .  RxbS . 

35 Kb3 
36 Kb4 
3 7  aS 

Rc7 
Kf8 

Black has reverted to de fence , and 
Ljubojevic could we l l  have ' ri ske d '  
3 7  c4 . Then on 37  . . .  Ke 7 3 8  aS Rd8 
there could have followed 39 Rxd8 Kxd8 
40 a6 , with a very sharp ending, despite 
i ts apparent simplicity.  

The move p layed al lows Black to clarify 
the si tuation immediate ly.  

3 7  Rxc3 
38 Kxc 3  RxbS 
39 Rd8+ Ke7 
40 Ra8 Kd6 

The black king arrive s  at jus t the right 
time . 

Drawn . 
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Game No . 70 Engl ish Opening 

Hart Spas sky 

I c4 c5 
2 Nc3 Nc6 
3 g3 g6 
4 Bg2 Bg7 
5 e 3  e 6  
6 Nge 2 Nge7 
7 0-0 dS 
8 c xd5 exd5 
9 d4 c xd4 

1 0  Nxd4 Nxd4 
1 1  exd4 0-0 
1 2  Bg5 Be6 
1 3  Qb3 Qd 7 
1 4  Bxe 7 Qxe 7 
1 5  Bxd5 Bxd4 
1 6  Rae l Rae8 
1 7  Re4 Qf6 
1 8  Bxe6 fxe6 

1 9  Nb5 Bb6 
20 Nd6 Re 7 
2 1  Rf4 Qg7 
22 Rxf8+ Qxf8 
23 Kg2 Kg7 
24 Qd3 e5 
25 Qe2 

Drawn . 



ROUND 15 

1st May 

Hort (6) Y2 Y2 Karpov (9 Y2) 
Spas sky (5) 1 0 Ljubojevic (7 Y2) 
Timman (6 \12) Y2 Y2 HObner (6\12) 
Kavalek (5 \12) 1 0 Larsen (5) 
Tal (9 \12) 1 0 Portisch (9) 

Standings after fi fteen rounds : Tal - I O ! ; Karpov - 1 0 ;  
Ljubojevic - 7 � ;  HUhner ,  Timman - 7 ;  Hort,  Kavalek - 6 ! ;  

Portisch - 9 ;  
Spassky - 6 ;  Larsen - 5 .  

This round finally ' strati fied ' the compe titors . In a French Defence I was 
fortunate to be able to- try out in prac tice an improvement prepared for the match 
in Baguio . On this occasion Portisch, and this happens with him extreme ly rare ly, 
came off second best in a theore tical due l .  Whi te gained a posi tional advantage , 
and then won the exchange . The re sul ting position was not to the taste of the 
Hungarian grandmaster , and his decision to provoke the exchange of queens proved 
the decisive mistake . After thi s game Portisch was I !  points behind the leader 
a gap which was almost impossible to reduce in the remaining three rounds .  

Karpov prac tically equalized i n  his game with Hart.  Hi s opponent did not insist  
on trying to  make something o f  his micro-advantage , and sugges ted a draw. 

Spassky ,  who appeared to have given up hope of any compe titive succes s  in the 
tournament ,  began playing freely and unre s trainedly, and this immediately told . In 
this round he conducted his game with Ljubojevic in excel lent s tyle . Without 
insis ting on an opening advantage , the Ex-World Champion freely deployed his 
piece s ,  and when his opponent ' on general grounds '  be gan playing for the so-called 
' bad ' bi shop , it turned out that it was in fac t thi s bishop which had a decisive 
inf luence . The game was adjourned , but there was e ssentially no resumption. 

Kavalek again played an exce l lent attack . It  i s  not known what Larsen had 
prepared ,  in repeating the variation which had occurred in his 6 th round game wi th 
Tal - the American grandmas ter deviated firs t .  A tac tical bat tle began , in which 
Whi te ' s  pieces and pawns proved to be much the more e fficien t .  

An inte resting theore tical innovation i n  the Timman-HUbner game led to the p lay 
being constantly dicta ted by Black, despite being a pawn down . Only tenacious 
defence in bo th the first and the second sess ion ( the game was adjourned) enabled 
Timman to maintain the balance . 

! 56 
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Game No . 7 1  Sicil ian Defence 

Hart Ka:r>pov 

I e4 cS 
2 Nf3 e6 
3 c 3  dS 
4 exdS exdS 
5 d4 Nf6 
6 Be2 Be 7 
7 0-0 0-0 
8 dxcS BxcS 
9 BgS Be 7 

1 0 Nbd2 Nc6 
1 1  Nb3 ReS 
1 2  Re i Bg4 
1 3  Nfd4 Bxe 2 
1 4  Qxe 2 Qd7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 72 Sicil ian Defence 

Spas sky Ljubojevic 
(Notes by Bronstein) 

I e4  cS  
2 Nf3 d6 
3 d4 Nf6 
4 Nc 3 cxd4 
5 Nxd4 a6 
6 BgS e6 
7 f4 bS 
8 Bd3 

With this quiet move , Spassky shows his 
opponent his desire to p lay chess , rather 
than tes t  the strength of the ir respec­
t ive memories in the sharp but exhaus­
tively analysed l ine s after 8 eS dxeS 
9 fxeS Qc 7 1 0  Qe2 Nfd7 1 1  0-0-0 Bb7 
1 2  Nxe6 fxe6 1 3  QhS+ g6 1 4  Qg4 QxeS 
I S  Bd3 Be 7 1 6  Bxe 7 Kxe 7 I 7 Rhe I hS 
1 8  Qxg6 Qf6 1 9  Qg3 Rf8 20 Be4 Bxe4 
2 1  Rxe4 , with a s trong a ttack for Whi te 
(analys i s  by Lepeshkin ) .  

8 Qb6 

9 eS 
I 0 fxeS 
1 1  Nf 3 
1 2  Qe2 

dxeS 
Nfd 7 
Bb7 

Having obtained the open ' d '  and ' f ' 
files for his rooks , Whi te can cast le 
on either side with good prospects o f  
an attack . S o  as to delay the Ex-
World Champion ' s  o ffensive , Ljubojevic 
chooses a curious p lan of mass exchange s ,  
by which bo th o f  the open files become 
' gummed up ' with pawns . But as a 
re sult o f  thi s  operation Whi te obtains 
a highly compact group of  pawns in the 
centre , which it is di fficul t for Black 
to oppose . 

1 2  Bb4 
1 3  Bd2 NcS 
1 4  Be 3  Nxd3+ 
1 6  cxd3 Bxf3 
1 6  Qxf3 Qc6 
1 7  Ke2 

A strong move . Farseeing the coming 
ending, Whi te care ful ly leaves his king 
in the centre . 

1 7  
1 8  gxf3 
1 9  bxc3 
20 f4 

Qxf3+ 
Bxc3 
Nc6 
Kd7 

By-passing the middlegame , the p layers 
have proceeded directly from the open­
ing to the endgame . It is not easy to 
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give an exact assessment of the situat­
ion . Those who l ike manoeuvring with 
knights wil l  probably prefer Black' s 
position . Those whose pre ference i s  
always o n  the side of bishops wil l  
undoubtedly speak i n  favour o f  Whi te .  
The truth, a s  i t  seems to me ,  lies 
exactly hal fway be tween . The position 
in the diagram is equally favourable for 
the knight and for the bishop . Only 
wha t  is to  be done against the menacing 
whi te pawns in the centre ? 

2 1  Rhb l 

Spassky conducts the game in classical 
styl e .  In order to activate his pawn 
pair at c 3  and d3,  i t  i s  useful to c lear 
the bS pawn out of the way. White now 
threatens the breakthrough 22 a4 bxa4 
23 Rb7+ Ke8 24 Rc 7 Ne 7 25 c 4 .  There ­
fore , as a defensive measure , Black 
should have been the first to a ttack his 
opponent ' s  pawn chain by 21 . . .  f6 . 

Wi thout a doubt , L j ubojevic was over­
optimis tic in his evaluation of the 
resul ting ending . This conjec ture i s  
confirmed by Black ' s  next move . By 
allowing the whi te bishop in a t  d6 , the 
Yugo slav grandmaster sharply reduces the 
potential of his defensive resources .  
Black would also have had certain diffi­
cul t ie s  after the temp ting continuation 
2 1  • • •  Rhc8 22 a4 Ne 7 23 Bd2 NdS 24 Rb3 
f6 , s ince i t  is di fficul t to find a 
reasonable reply to 25 Rg l .  

2 1  Rab8 
2 2  BcS Rhc8 
23 Bd6 Rb 7 
24 a4 Nd8 
25 axbS axbS 
26 Kd2 f6 

After some delay Black succeeds in prov­
oking the move d3-d4 . However,  he does 
not· manage to util ize the squares dS and 
c4 ei ther for a rook, or for his knight . 
The point is tha t ,  while Ljubojevic has 
been dawdling , Spassky has managed to 
create in the black position a weak pawn 
at b5 , and has seized the important open 
' a '  file with his rook. 

27 d4 Nf7 
28 Bb4 fxeS 
2 9  fxeS Nh6 
30 RaS NfS 

One has to give Black ' s  resourcefulness  
its  due . After finding himse l f  in  a 
di fficul t posi tion , he s trains every 
e f fort to erect  an impre gnable barrier 
in front of the advancing whi te force s .  
Now Spassky again has t o  disp lay a 
certain amount of inventiveness , in 
order to break through the opposing 
de fences .  

I t  i s  interesting t o  observe how at the 
very finish the main attacking piece 
becomes the whi te king itse l f .  

3 1  Kd3 g6 
32 BcS Rcb8 
33 Ra6 Rc8 
34 Ke4 Rcc 7  
3 5  Kf4 

With the intention of personally pro­
ceeding to the important f6 square . 

35 h6 
36 Ke 4 gS 

Black i s  in zugzwang , and he does not 
have a single useful move . For examp le , 
if 36 . . .  Rc8 ,  then 37 dS exdS+ 38 KxdS 
Ne7+ 39 Bxe 7 Kxe 7 40 Re6+ Kf7 4 1  Rf 1 +  
Kg7 4 2  Rff6 , etc .  

3 7  Rba l Rc8 
38 Rxe6 

The long-awaited breakthrough . The 
black knight has not coped with its  
entrusted task of blockading Whi te ' s  
pawn centre , and now i t  perishe s  inglor­
iously,  whereupon Whi te ' s  pawn avalanche 
moves irresis tibly forward . 

38 Rxcs 
39 KxfS Rxc 3 
40 Rxh6 Kc 7 
4 1  Rh7+ Kb6 
42 Rxb7+ Kxb 7 
4 3  e6 Kc 7 
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44 Ra7+ Kb6 
45  Ra8 Resigns 

Game No . 73 Nimzo-Indian Defence 

Tirrunan Huhner 
(Notes by Keene) 

I c 4  Nf6 
2 d4 e6 
3 Nc3 Bb4 
4 e 3  b 6  
5 Ne2 Ba6 
6 a3 ! ?  

I firmly believe that 6 Ng3 ! is the move 
here which gives Whi te most chances of 
an enduring at tack, e . g . 6 Ng3 ! 0-0 
7 e4 Nc6 8 Bd3 eS (8 • • .  Nxd4 ? 9 Qa4 ! 
wins material)  9 a3 Bxc3+ 1 0  bxc3 
e xd4 1 1  cxd4 Nxd4 1 2  0-0 and Whi te 
has exce l lent compensation for his pawn . 
Another possibility is 9 dS ! ?  NaS 1 0  Qe2 
Bxc3 as in Spassky-HUbner ,  Munich 1 9 79 
(be fore Montreal ) .  

6 Be 7 !  

6 • • .  Bxc3+ gives Whi te the bishop-pair 
free of charge . The text has been under 
a c loud s ince the 1 954  Botvinnik-Smyslov 
match, but I p layed a part in its  rehab­
i l itation by publishing some new anal­
ys i s  in the opening theory magazine 
(Modern Chess Theory ) .  In fac t ,  Timman 
and HUhner now foll mv my analysis 
(which appeared in October 1 978)  for 
some time . 

7 Nf4 
8 cxd5 
9 Kxf l  

d5 
Bxfl  
Nxd5 ! 

This is the move which has been under­
estimated. Botvinriik-Smyslov, 2nd World 
Champ ionship match game (Moscow 1 954)  
had gone : 9 • . •  e xd5 1 0  g4 ! with a 

serious threat to uproot Black ' s  knight 
on f6 , and fo llow up with a swift demo l ­
i tion of Black ' s  central barricades .  
After I O  . . .  c6 1 1  g5 Nfd7 1 2  h4 Bd6 
1 3  e4 dxe4 1 4  Nxe4 Bxf4 1 5  Bxf4 0-0 
16 hS ReS 1 7  Nd6 Re6 1 8  d5 ! Black was 
in deep trouble .  One point o f  recap­
turing on d5 with the knight is to  
deprive the thrust g4-g5 of i ts force . 

1 0  Ncxd5 exd5 
1 1  Qh5 

As recommended by Botvinnik in his note s 
to his win against Smys lov .  

1 1  
1 2  Ne6 
1 3  Qe5 
14 NxdB 
IS Nxf7 

c6 
g6 
Bf6 
Bxe5 

This is where Botvinnik ' s  analysis 
s topped ,  concluding that the posi tion 
was advantageous for White , in fac t "± " .  

On examining thi s ,  I decided that Black 
could obtain a full equivalent for his 
lost pawn ,  in terms o f  the activi ty of 
his knigh t ,  control of the l ight squares 
and mobi lity of his pawns on both sides 
o f  the board . True , Whi te gets one 
extra pawn , but on e5 , f4 and e 3 ,  the 
squares White ' s  centre pawns are doomed 
to occupy, they are s tatic and easily 
blockade d .  Indeed, Whi te might do 
be t ter to renounce the goods of this 
world with 15 Nxc6 Nxc6 16 dxe5 Nxe5 
1 7  Bd2 , concentrating , instead , on the 
spiri tually up li fting e stablishment of 
a bishop on the fine diocese , c 3 .  

1 5  
1 6  dxe5 
1 7  f4 

1 8  b4 

Kxf7 
Nd 7 
NcS 

A new move . In my MCT analysis I had 
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given : I S  Ke2 Ne4 1 9  Bd2 h5 , intending 
. • .  Ke6 . . •  g5 and . • .  RagS ( +? ) Black' s 
knight on e4 would have done credi t to a 
Valkyrie , let alone a German chess Grand­
mas ter ! 

I S  Ne4 
1 9  Bb2 Ke6 
20 Ke2 h5 
2 1  Rhc l c5 
22 Rabl 

Whi te is trying to get some p lay on the 
' b '  file , and se t s  the pos i tional trap 
22 . • .  c4?  23 b5  followed by  Bd4 , when 
Whi te ' s  bishop emerges from the swamp . 

2 2  g5 
23 Rf l 

Whi te has to defend carefully on the 
K-side . If 23 fxg5 RhgS 24 h4 RafS 
Whi te collapses .  

23 
24 fxg5 
25 h4 

RafS 
RfgS 

Timman sacrifices the exchange to create 
a mas sive K-side peasant army , but 
events prove his dec ision incorrec t .  
Much be tter is  2 5  Rf4 Rxg5 2 6  g 3  h4 
which l ooks quite unc lear to me .  As 
Botvinnik once said,  "a defence that 
offers counterchances adequately cance l s  
out the advantages o f  the firs t move" ,  
and in this opening variation Black 
cer tainl y has p lenty of counterchances .  

25 Ng3+ 
26 Kd3 Nx f l  
2 7  Rx£ 1  RfS 
2S Rf6+ Rxf6 
29 e xf6 

Black can now win by using his king to 
blockade Whi te ' s  passed pawns , while hi s 
rook pene trates Whi te ' s  camp , via the 

' b '  or ' e '  file s ,  in the latter case , 
using e4 as a springboard . HUhner 
gives the fol lowing variations in 
Informator 2 7 :  29 • . •  Kf 7 !  3 0  bxc5 bxc5 
31 e4 RbS 32 Be l c4+ 33 Kd4 dxe4 
34 Kxe4 RdS _ 35 g4 hxg4 36 Kf5 Rd5+ 
37 Kxg4 c3-+, or without opening the 
' b ' file : 29 . • •  Kf 7 !  30 e4 c4+ 3 1  Kd4 
dxe4 32 Kxe4 Kg6 -+ .  Black threatens 
. . .  RdS ,  cutting off Whi te ' s  king,  and 
i f  33 Kd4 b5 followed by . . .  RdS+ and 
invasion o f  White ' s  unprotected hinter­
land by the black rook. 

29  Kf5 ? 

But this i s  the wrong way of heading for 
g6 , the ideal blockade square . The 
point i s  that Black temporarily give s  
up the surveillance o f  White ' s  ' f '  pawn , 
which could suddenly be free to advance 
in awkward circumstances . 

3 1  • • •  Kg6 
31 . . .  RbS 

30 bxc5 bxc5 
31 a4 ! ReS 

32 Ba3 ReS transpose s ,  while 
32  Ba3 ! !  Rb3+ 33 Kc2 Rxa3 

34 f7+- demonstrates the unwi sdom o f  
29 . . .  Kf5 ? instead o f  29 . • .  Kf7 ! 

32 Ba3 Kg6 

The black king has reached i t s  desired 
des tination , but his rook i s  now passive . 
Struggle as he migh t ,  HUhner can no 
longer re store his winning posi tion , 
and even has to p lay a couple of accur­
ate move s himself at the end , in order 
not to lose . 

33 e4  c4+ 
34 Kd4 dxe4 
35 Kxe4 c3  
36 Kd3 c2 
37  Be l Rc6 
3S g3 Rc 7 
39 Kd4 Rd7+ 
40 Kc3 Rc7+ 
4 1  Kd4 

Simpler i s  4 1  Kb2 fo llowed by Bd2=. 

(See next diagram) 

4 1  Kf7 
42 Kd3 aS 

42 . . .  a6 causes White some di fficulties 
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after 4 3  Kd4 Rc8 4 4  aS Rc7 4 5  Kd3 ReS 
46 Kd2 RxaS 4 7  Kxc2 RbS 48 Bd2 aS 
49 Be l a4 5 0  Be3 Rb3 , but S I  Bd6 holds 
the draw. The problem for Black i s  
that his rook and passed pawn cannot 
make progress on thei r  own agains t  the 
de fensive configuation of Whi te ' s  king 
and bishop . In addition ,  Black has no 
comp le tely s afe square on the 6 th rank 
for his rook . If he did ,  Whi te would 
be los t .  

4 3  Kd4 Rc8 
44 Kd3 ReS 
45 Kd4 RfS 
46 Kd3 Rf3+ 
4 7  Kxc 2 Rxg3 
48  Bd2 Rg2 
4 9  Kc3 Ke6 
s o  Kd3 Rg4 
S I  BxaS Rxh4 

5 2  g6 Rh3+ 
5 3  Kc4 Kxf6 
54 Bd8+ Kxg6 
55 aS Kf7 
56 a6 Ke6 
5 7  a7  Ra3 
5 8  Bb6 Kd7 
5 9  Kb4 Rxa7 

Drawn . 

Game No . 74 Sicilian Defence 

Kavalek Larsen 
(Notes by Tal) 

I e4  cS 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 d4 c xd4 
4 Nxd4 Nf6 
5 Nc3 d6 
6 BgS e6 
7 Qd2 a6 
8 0-0-0 Qc7 
9 f4 Be 7  

1 0 Kb l 

Larsen repeats the move s  from hi s game 
with Tal from the first cycle , but 
Kavalek is the first to deviate . Tal 
p layed here 1 0  Be 2 .  

1 0  o-o 
1 1  Be2 Rd8 
1 2  Bf3 h6 

1 3  h4 

Whi te could not p lay 1 3  Bh4 because of 
1 3  • . .  Nxe4 , but he is by no means obliged 
to re treat . 

1 3  Nxd4 
14 Qxd4 bS 
I S  Qf2 Bb7 
1 6  g4 b4 

The preparatory 1 6  . • •  Rac8 deserved 
consideration . 

1 7  Bxf6 Bxf6 
1 8  Ne2 QcS 
1 9  Qg2 g6 
20 gS hxgS 
2 1  hxgS Bg7 
2 2  Rh3 Rac8 
23 Nc l Rc7 
24 Nd3 Qd4 
25 fS Rdc8 



1 62 Round 1 5  

Equa lly bad is 25 • . •  exf5 26 exf5 Bxf3 
27 Rx f3 gxf5 28 Rf4 . 

26 f6 Rxc2 
2 7  Qh l 

Both attacking and defending.  

27  aS 
28 Rh7 Bxf6 
29 gxf6 QXf6 

30 e5 ! 

Mate resul t s  from 30 . • •  Qxf3 3 1  Rh8+ Kg7 
32 Qh6 mate , or 30 . . .  Bxf3 3 1  exf6 Bxhl 
2 1  Rdxh l . 

3 1  Bxb7 
32 Rf l 

e4 
Re signs 

Game No . 75 French Defence 

Tal Portiseh 
(Notes by Tal) 

During preparations for the 1 978 World 
Championship Match, considerable atten­
tion was of course devoted to searches 
for an e ffective answer to the French 
Defence , which earlier the challenger 
had frequently adop ted . It may be re­
cal led that ,  in the 1 974 Karpov-Korchnoi 
match, Whi te did not succeed in achiev­
ing anything substantial in this opening. 
One of the variations prepared occurred 
in the present game . 

I e4 
2 d4 
3 Nd2 
4 exd5 
5 Bb5+ 

e6 
d5 
c5 
e xd5 

This move now seems to be gradually 
displacing 5 Ngf3 . 

5 Bd7 
6 Qe2+ Be 7  

O f  course , the position after 6 . . .  Qe 7  
can also be defended ( thi s ,  in partic­
ular , i s  how the 1 6 th game o f  the match 
in Baguio developed) , but the ending i s  
de finitely  more promis ing for Whi te . 

7 dxc5 Nf6 
8 Nb3 0-0 
9 Nf3 Re8 

1 0  Be3 a6 

In the 22nd Karpov-Korchnoi game Black 
continued IO • • •  Bxc5 1 1  Nxc5 Qa5+ 
1 2  Qd2 Qxb5 1 3  0-0-0 , and soon encoun­
tered serious difficultie s .  It i s  
curious tha t ,  i n  Baguio ,  Korchnoi 
avoided IO • • •  a6 , al though he had p layed 
it earlier , and had recommended it on 
the pages of the Eneyelopaedia of 
Chess Openings . *  

1 1  Bd3 

Without doubt , a more dangerous move 
than the exchange on d 7 ,  which re l ieves 
Black of all  his difficultie s .  

1 1  Ba4 

In E. C . O . * Korchnoi cuts short his 
analysis at this posi tion , assessing i t  
as more favourable for Black. Portisch 
has al so had this pos i tion (against 
Larsen a t  Til burg ,  I think) . The Dane 
chose the plan involving K-side cast ­
l ing,  and d i d  not achieve anything o f  
significance . The p lan with Q-side 
castling may possibly cause the eval­
uation of this variation to be re ­
considered .  

1 2  Nfd4 Nbd7 
1 3  0-0-0 Nxc5 
1 4  Nf5 

Whi te is not afraid of e i ther capture 
on b3 , since he considers that Black 
wil l  not be able to exploit the sl ight 
vulnerabi lity of his Q-side . 

* In E . C. O. Volume C ( 1 974)  the author of the section in que stion i s  not Korchnoi ,  
but Parma . (K. P.N. ) 
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1 4  Bf8 
IS NxcS 

The alternative , roughly equivalent 
continuation was the immediate I S  Qf3 .  

I S  
1 6  Qf3 
1 7  Nxe3 

BxcS 
Bxe3+ 

I avoided 1 7  fxe3 because of 1 7  • . .  Bd7 
1 8  g4 ReS ,  or even 1 8  • • .  BxfS 1 9  BxfS 
Qe 7 .  

1 7  Rc8 

Black ' s wish to create p lay on the ' c '  
file i s  natura l ,  but unexpectedly his 
rook turns out to be in danger.  The 
al ternative - 1 7  • . •  Bc6 , would have 
allowed Whi te a not very big, but per­
sistent advantage after 1 8  NfS . 

1 8  BfS 
1 9  Rd4 

ReS 

The tournament s ituation favoured White ' s  
intention of going in for complication s .  
Much quieter was 1 9  Qf4 , after which 
1 9  . • .  Bc6 leads to the loss of the 
exchange (20 b4 ) ,  with e ssentially no 
compensation . What I didn ' t  like , 
however ,  was the fac t that Black could 
retreat his bi shop to d 7 ,  exp loiting 
the fact that the attack on the dS pawn 
has temporari ly been lifted . 

1 9  Bc6 
20 b4 

The continuation of the projec ted plan .  
However ,  White decided on this move only 
after lengthy de liberation . 

20 RbS 

Much stronger than 20 • • •  Rc3 2 1  Kb2 .  

2 1  a4 

Otherwise Whi te ' s  previous play has no 
point - 21 . . •  aS was already threatened .  

2 1  Rb6 

To be hone s t ,  thi s move surprised me 
somewhat . It was not easy to evaluate 
the position resul t ing after 2 1  • • •  Rxb4 
22 Rxb4 d4 23 Qd l (wi th the queens on , 
Black ' s  initiative is very dangerous)  
23  • • •  dxe3 24 Qxd8 Rxd8 2S f xe 3  Bxg2 . 
Only by means of the manoeuvre 26 Rd l 
Re8 27 Bd 7 !  Rxe3 28 Bc8 could Whi te 
hope for any advantage . But the 
Hungarian grandmaster was evidently 
hoping to give up the exchange in a 
more favourable si tuation . 

22 aS RbS 
23 Qf4 ! 

Black ' s  calculations were based on the 
immediate 2 3  Bd3 , after which the cap­
ture on b4 gains markedly in s trength. 
Whi te , however , has no reason to hurry , 
since the threat of 24 Bd3 cannot be 
aver ted (23 . . •  Ne4 ?  24 Bxe4 Rxe4 
2S Qxe4 ) .  

23 

There is nothing be t te r .  

24 Bd3 
2S BxbS 

26 Rhd l ! 

b6 

bxa5 
axb5 

Whi te provoke s the capture on b4 , 
assuming that the open lines wil l  be 
useful for his rooks . 

26 axb4 
27 Kb2 

Much weaker is 27 Rxb4 Qa5 . 
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2 7  
28 Rxb4 
29 Rd3 !  

Qc8 
Ne4 

Round 1 5  

The Achil le s  heel of Whi te ' s  pos1t1on is 
his c3 square . Here i t  would have been 
premature to switch onto tactical l ine s .  
The fol lowing variation i s  intere sting :  
29 Nf5 Bd7 ! 30  Rxe4 Rxe4 3 1  Qxe4 Bxf5 
32 Qe2 b4 ! 33 Qd2 d4 , and Black has 
real chance s of saving the game . 

29 Nc5 
30 Ra3 Na4+ 

I don ' t  think that 30 • • •  Ne6 was any 
be t ter.  Whi te has the very s trong reply 
3 1  Qd6 ( 3 1  . . •  Rd8 32 Qe5 ) .  

3 1  Kc l Bd 7 

3 1  . • •  h6 was perhaps more accurate , when 
it would have been rather di fficult for 
Whi te to realize his s l ight material 
advantage . Portisch hopes to create 
counter-play , but he has no time for 
thi s .  

32 Qd6 Bc6 

Alas , 32 . . .  Bf5 fai l s  t o  3 3  Rxb5 ! Rxe3 
34 Rb8 . 

33 Rd3 h6 
34 Rf4 ! Qe6 

Black ' s  de sire to avo id a poss ible 
attack on his king, at the same time 
improving his pawn chain , i s  understand­
able . But • . •  thi s is what Whi te was 
hoping for . 

35 Qxe6 fxe6 
36 Ng4 ! 

It would appear that Portisch under­
estimated this move . It turns out that,  
without the queen s ,  Whi te ' s  attack i s  
doubly dangerous . Now the posi tional 
threat of 37 Ne5 forces Black to advance 
his central pawn, after which he subse­
quently can no longer defend i t .  

36 e5 
37 Rf5 Nc5 

37 . . •  e4 is certainly no be t te r ,  in view 
of 38 Rg3. 

38 Rc3 
39 Rxe5 

Bd7 
Res igns 



ROUND 16 

2nd May 

Karpov (10) Y2 Yz Tal (10!12) 

Portisch (9) Y2 Yz Kavalek (6!12) 

Larsen (5) Y2 Y2 Timman (7) 

Huhner (7) 0 1 Spassky (6) 

Ljubojevic (7 !12) 1 0 Hort (6 !12) 

Standings af ter sixteen rounds : Tal - 1 1 ;  Karpov - 1 0� ;  Portisch - 9! ; Ljubojevic 
- 8� ; Timman - 7 � ;  HUhner ,  Kava lek, Spassky - 7 ;  Hort - 6 j ;  Larsen - S j .  

Karpov, in hi s meeting with the leade r ,  whom he was trailing by half a poin t ,  
p layed for a win . This i s  indicated by , if nothing e l se ,  the fact that he declined 
the draw offered on the 20th move . Howeve r ,  Black ' s  defensive resources proved to 
be sufficien t .  I did not risk playing 22 . . .  g5 , al though I think that obj ective ly 
i t  was a good continuation . At any event ,  the ending with a minimal posi tional 
plus for White did not give him any substan tial advan tage . 

For the greater part of the game , Portisch played bri l l iantly against Kavalek . By 
the adj ournment he had gained a decis ive advan tage , but on re sump tion a p iece of 
carelessne s s ,  extremely unusual for him, allowed his opponent to take play into a 
theoretically drawn ending. 

Ljuboj evi c attacked Hort. �•i th great inventivenes s ,  and a spec tacular combination 
enabled him to win the exchange . Hort could possibly have put up a more orderly 
defence , but time trouble preven ted him from carefully devi sing one , and the eng­
game turned out to be hope les s .  

Spas sky conducted h i s  game against HUhner i n  his be s t  tradi tions : a comp l i cated 
s truggle ,  a pawn sacri fice with unclear consequence s ,  and a systematic deve lopment 
of the ini t ia tive .  Here too the cris i s  was reached in the time scramble . The 
picturesquely  p laced,  but s tatic whi te knights were he lpless witnesses to the drama 
on the K-side , and the exchange sacrifice made by Whi te was the one possibi l i ty o f  
averting a mating finish.  Spassky carried out the concluding at tack mo st convin­
cingly.  

Timman was again let  down by his technique . The Dutchman refuted in exce l lent 
s tyle Larsen ' s  risky handl ing of the opening . With Black after only ten move s he 
had gained a probably decisive advantage . Perhap s a pawn was too small a debt for 
White ' s  opening sin s .  However ,  I think that subsequently too Larsen would not have 
been able to de fend the position ,  had hi s opponent p layed more accurate ly. As it 
was ,  Whi te ' s  one trump - a  passed pawn - unexpectedly enabled him to ho ld the 
posi tion . 

1 65 
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Game No . 16 

Karpov 

I c4 
2 Nc3 
3 Nf3 
4 g3 
S c xdS 
6 Bg2 
1 o-o 
8 d4 
9 NxdS 

1 0  Be3 
1 1  b3 
1 2  Qxb3 
1 3  Qb l 
1 4  a4 

IS Qa2 
1 6  Bf4 
1 1  Rfb l 
1 8  Qb3 
1 9  h4 
20 Re i 
2 1  Nd2 
22 Kxg2 
23 QbS 
24 axbS 
2S Nf l  
26 Bd2 
21 Nxd2 
28 Kf3 
29  Ke 3 
30 Rxc l 

3 1  Kd3 
32 bxa6 

Catalan Opening 

Tat 

Nf6 
cS 
e 6  
dS 
NxdS 
Nc6 
Be l 
0-0 
exdS 
c4 
cxb3 
NaS 
Bg4 
ReS 

Nc4 
Qdl 
f6 
b6 
BfS 
Be4 
Bxg2 
NaS 
QxbS 
Bb4 
Kfl 
BXd2 
Ke6 
Kdl 
Rxc l 
Ra8 

a6 
Rxa6 

Drawn . 

Round 1 6  

Game No. l l  Modern Defence 

PoPtisch KavaZek 
(Notes by Kho Zmov) 

I Nf3 g6 
2 c4 Bgl 
3 d4 d6 
4 Nc3 Bg4 

It subsequently turns out that this i s  
a loss o f  t ime . In the game Por tisch­
Keene (Teesside 1 9 1 2 )  Black p layed 4 . • .  

eS immediate ly,  and after S dxeS dxeS 
6 Qxd8+ Kxd8 l BgS+ f6 8 0-0-0+ Ndl 
9 Bd2 Nh6 1 0  Rgl Nfl 1 1  g4 c6 1 2  Ne4 
Kcl 1 3  e 3  Bf8 14 Bc3 Be l  I S  Be 2  Re8 
1 6  h4 NcS 1 1  NxcS BxcS he obtained a 
satisfactory game . 

S e 3  e S  
6 dxeS dxeS 
l Qxd8+ Kxd8 
8 NgS Nh6 
9 Be 2 !  Bdl 

After 9 . • .  Bxe2 1 0  Kxe2 Black looks to 
have made an important concession - he 
has deve loped his opponent ' s  king and 
rook . 

1 0  Bd2 c6 
1 1  0-0-0 Na6 
1 2  Rhg l 

The usual p lan in this variation . 
the advance of his ' g '  pawn White 
attempts to seize the initiative . 

1 2  f6 
1 3  Nge4 fS 
14 NgS Kel 

By 

It would appear that Black has success­
ful ly solved all his  opening problems . 
For ' comp lete sati s faction ' he only 
needs to make the move s • • .  Rad8 and 

. . •  Bc8 ,  comple ting the mobilization of 
his forces .  Therefore White has to 
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hurry, to attemp t  to exploit the not 
al together happy posi tion of the black 
king in the centre , o therwise it may be 
too late ! It is precisely this aim that 
his following move pursue s .  

1 5  e4 f4 

The natural reac tion ! Opening l ines in 
the centre woul d have been playing into 
Whi te ' s  hands . 

1 6  g3 fxg3 

There was some poin t  in p laying 1 6  • • •  

Ra f8 , so as after 1 7  gxf4 to open the 
diagonal for the bi shop . 

1 7  hxg3 Ng4 
1 8  Be l Bc8 

Whi te was threatening 1 9  Rxd7+ ! 

1 9  Kb l h6 
20 Nf3 g5 

The threat of 21  Nh4 was highly unp leas-
ant .  

2 1  Nd2 Rf8 
22 f3 Nf6 

22 • . .  Ne3 ! ?  deserved consideration . 
Strange ly enough, the knight would have 
fel t  no t at all unhappy in the very 
thick o f  the enemy troop s !  After 23  Re i 
g4 24 f4 exf4 25 gxf4 Rxf4 26 Rg3 Bd4 
2 7  Nb3 Bxc 3 !  28 Rxc3 Nf l  29 Rg l Nh2 
30 Bg3 Nf3 3 1  Rhl Rxe4 an approxima tely 
level position i s  reached .  

2 3  Nfl ! 

White has discovered a vulnerable square 
in Black ' s  position - f5 . Now the knight 
embarks on the manoeuvre f l -e3-f5 . 

23 g4 
24 Ne3 

Whi te consistently carries out his p lan . 
24 f4 could have been answered by 24 • • •  

Nc5 25 Nd2 Rd8 26 f xe5 Nfxe4 2 7  Ndxe4 
Bf5 , with unc lear complication s .  

24 
25 Bxf3 

gxf3 
Ne8 

Black is already encountering consider-

able problems , and normal me thods o f  
development are hampered . 25 • . .  Be6 is 
unp leasantly answered by 26 Nf5+ Bx f5 
2 7  e x f5 Rad8 28 Bf2 , and moving the 
king in this l ine is no be tter : 26 . . •  

Kf7 2 7  Nd6+ Kg8 28 Nxb7 Bxc4 29  Na5 . 

26 Be2 Nd6 
2 7  g4 Bf6 
28 Bf2 Bg5 
29 Nf5+ Bxf5 

30 e xf5 ! 

Whi te increases his advantage , which 
lies not only in the two strong bishops , 
but also in the prospec t  of an attack 
on the e5 pawn , whose weakne ss has 
again become apparent .  

30 b6 
31 Bg3 Bf6 
32 Bf3 Rac8 
33 Rge l Nf7 

Not ,  of course , 33 • • .  Nxc4 ? ,  because of 
34 Be2 b5 35 Bxc4 bxc4 36 Bxe5 , when 
Black lose s .  

34 Ne4 
35 Nxf6 
36 a3 

Rfd8 
Kxf6 

After 36 Rxd8 Rxd8 37 Bxc6 Kg5 
38 Bxe5 Nb4 the black pieces become 
very active . Whi te similarly achieves 
nothing by 38 Bd5 Kxg4 39 Bxf? Kxg3 
40 Rxe5 Kf4 4 1  Re? Nb4 , or 37 Bh4+ Ng5 
38 Bxc6 Rd4 39 Bf3 Nc5 , when the loss 
o f  the pawn i s  imma teria l .  

3 6  Nc5 
37 Kc2 e4 
38 Be2 !  

If 38 Rxd8 , then 38 . . .  Rxd8 39 Bxe4 
Rd4 ! ,  wi th sufficient counter-play. 
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38 aS ? 

Simply essential was first 38 . . •  Rxd l ! 
39 Rxd l , and only then 39 • • •  a5 . In this 
case l i ttle is achieved by 40 b4 axb4 
41 axb4 Nd3 ! (4 1 . . •  Na6 ? 42 Kc3 cS 
43 bS Nb4 44 Ra J ! ,  with advantage to 
Whi te ) 42 Bxd3 exd3+ 43 Rxd3 KgS 
44 Rd4 cS 45 bxcS RxcS , when Black 
should be able to draw. After the move 
played White gains a big advantage . 

39 Rxd8 ! Rxd8 

39 • • •  Nxd8? is even worse . After 40 b4 
axb4 4 1  axb4 Na6 42 Kc3 Nf7  4 3  Bd l 
NgS 44 Bc2 Re8 45 Bf4 ! (45 Bh4 ? e 3 ! ) 
45 • • •  cs 46 bS Nb4 4 7  BxgS+ KxgS 
48 Rxe4 Black is lost .  

40  Bc7 Rd7 
4 1  Bxb6 Nd3 
4 2  Rd l 

Les s  good is 42 Bxd3 ? exd3+ 43 Kc3 NeS 
44 Bd4 ? Rxd4 ! , etc .  

42 NfeS 
43 Be 3  

This move was sealed b y  Por tisch at  the 
adj ournment . It is possible that the 
subsequent mis take s can be explained by 
severe time trouble at the second con­
trol . *  Instead of the move sealed,  
White could have captured a pawn -
43 BxaS , but after 43 . . •  Nxc4 44 Bc3+ 
KgS 45 Bd2+ Nxd2 46 Rxd2 Rh7 1 47 Bxd3 
exd3+ 48 Rxd3 Kxg4 , despite hi s extra 
pawn , it is doubtful whe ther he can win . 

43 hS 

Clearly, Kavalek did not wish to give 
his opponent two connected passed pawns 

after 43 • • •  Nxc4 44 Bxh6 . True , after 
44 . . •  Ncxb2 45 Rf l Nc4 46  gS+ KeS 
4 7  g6 Nxa3+ 48 Kb3 NbS 49 g7 a rather 
wild and unclear posi tion is reached,  
where Black has the possibi lity of an 
attack by 49  • • •  a4+ or 49  • . .  Nd4+ . After 
the mo ve p laye d ,  the white ' h '  pawn in 
the end has its important say. 

44 gxhS Nxc4 
45 Be l NceS 
46 Bxd3 

46 Rf l could have been answere d  by 
46 • • .  Rg7 ! ,  with the threat of 47 • . .  Rg2 . 

46 

I f  46 • .  , e xd3+ , 
Ke6 49 Bd2 ! 

4 7  
48 
49  
s o  
5 1  
52  
5 3  

5 3  . . .  Kg6 fai l s  

54  
5 5  
5 6  

then 

Be3 
Rf l +  
h6 
b3 
Rxf 7  
Kc3 
BxcS 

to 54  

h7 
a4 
Kd4 

Nxd3 

47 Kc3 KxfS 

KxfS 
Ke 6  
c S  
Rf 7 
Kxf7 
NeS 
Ng4 

Be 3 .  

Kg7 
Kxh7 
Kg6 

48 Rf l +  

On 5 6  . . .  Nf6 or 5 6  • . •  e 3  there would have 
followed 5 7  Bb6 ! Now Black tries to 
transfer his king to the Q-side , give 
up his knight for the ' b '  pawn , and , 
making use of the ' lucky ' corner,  
achieve a draw even though a piece down . 

5 7  Kxe4 
58  Kd4 ? 

Nf6+ 

An inaccuracy ! After 58 KeS ! Kf7 

*Surely this would have been at  move 5 6 ?  (K. P.N. ) 
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5 9  Kd6 ! (5 9 Be3?  Ng4+ 60  Kf4 Nxe3 
6 1  Kxe3 Ke 7 ! , and Black gains a draw) 
59 • • •  Ne4+ 60 Kd5 Nd2 6 1  b4 axb4 62 
a5 ! (62 Bxb4 ? Nb3 ! 63 Kc4 Ke6 ! ,  with 
a draw) 62 • • .  Nb3 63 a6 Nxc5 64 a7 Nd7 
65 Kc6 White wins .  No be tter i s  5 9  . • .  

Ke8 60 Kc6 Ne4 6 1  Bb6 Nd2 6 2  b4 ! axb4 
63 a5 b3 64 Bd4 . 

58 Nd7 
59 Bd6 Kf5 
60 Bc7 ?  

Be t ter here was 60  Kd5 ! Nf6+ 6 1  Kc6 Ke4 
62 Bc 7 Kd3 6 3  Bxa5 Kc2 64 Bd8 ! ,  and 
Whi te win s .  This i s  s imilarly the case 
after 6 1  • • •  Ne4 62 Bb4 ! ! axb4 63 a5 Nd2 
64 a6 Nxb3 65 a 7 .  

60 Ke6 
6 1  Bxa5 ? 

Preferable was 6 1  Kc4 !  

6 1  Kd6 
6 2  b4 ? ?  

A blunde r ,  after whi ch Black gains a 
draw by force . Whi te should have played 
62 Bd8 ! Nb8 63 Kc4 Nc6 64 Bb6 ,  when he 
must win . 

62 Nb8 ! 

Now it turns out that Whi te is unable 
to prevent the ' se l f-sacri fice ' of the 
black knight . 

63 Kc4 Nc6 

63 b5 would have been answered by the 
same move ! 

64 Kb5 
65 Kb6 

Nxb4 ! 

If 65 Bxb4+,  then 65 • • .  Kc 7 66 Bd6+ Kb 7 !  , 
reaching the drawing zone ! 

65 Nd3 
Draw ! 

Game No . 78 Nimzo-Indian Defence 

Larsen 

I c4 
2 Nc3 

Tirrman 

e6 
b6 

3 d4 
4 Qd3 
5 e4 
6 dxc5 
7 e5 
8 Nge2 

9 Be 3  
1 0  Qd4 
1 1  Ng3 
1 2  Qd2 
1 3  Ng5 
14 Qxd4 
1 5  Re i 
1 6  Bd2 
1 7  Nce4 
1 8  Kxd2 

1 9  
20 
2 1  
22 
23  
24  
25 
26 
27 
28 
29  
30 
3 1  
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 

c5 
Nxc5 
Rxc5 
Kc3 
Nxf5+ 
Ba6 
Kd4 
Bc4 
Rxc4 
Rhc l 
Rxc4 
Ra4 
Ke3 
Rxa7 
Kd2 
Ke3 
a4 
Ra8 

3 7  a5 

Bb4 
Nf6 
c5 
Bb7 
Ne4 
Qh4 

Nxc5 
Be4 
Nc6 
Ng6 
Qd4 
Nxd4 
Na4 
Nxb2 
Bxd2+ 
Na4 

Nxc5 
bxc5 
Ke 7 
Nf5 
Bxf5 
Be4 
Bd5 
Bxc4 
Rhc8 
Rxc4+ 
Rb8 
Rb2 
Rb5 
Rxe5+ 
Rd5+ 
h5 
Kd6 
g5 
Kc7 

1 6 9 
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Game 

38 f3 

39 
40 
4 1  
4 2  

Rd8 
fxg4 
Kf4 
h4 

4 3  gxh3 
44 Rxd7+ 
45 Rd l 
46 Ra l  
4 7  Kg5 
48 Rgl 
4 9  h4 

50  h5 
5 1  h6 
52  h7  
53  Kh6 
54  Rg8 
5 5  Kxh7 
5 6  Kh6 
5 7  Kh5 
58 RfB+ 
5 9  Rg8+ 
60 Rf8+ 
6 1  Rg8+ 

Kb7 

g4 
hxg4 
f5 
gxh3 
Rxa5 
Kc6 
Rd5 
Rd4+ 
Kd5 
f4 
e5 

Ke6 
Rd8 
Rh8 
f3  
Rxh7+ 
Kf5 
Kf4 
f2 
Kg3 
Kf3 
Kg2 
Kh2 

Drawn. 

No . 79 Engl ish Opening 

Huhner Spas sky 
(Notes by GufeZd) 

I c4 e5 
2 Nc3 d6 

Round 1 6  

This move order for Black does not ye t 
de termine his plan of play, but never­
theless in l iterature it bears the name 
of the ' Chigorin Variation ' , in honour 
of its  dis covere r .  It has particularly 
frequently been played by Smyslov, and 
in recent years he has been j oined by 
Tse shkovsky , and , as we see , Spassky . 

3 g3 

A solid continuation , retaining for 
Whi te a minimal opening advantage . A 
more forceful p lan has also shown itself 
to quite good advantage : 3 d4 ! ,  for 
example 3 • . .  exd4 4 Qxd4 Nc6 5 Qd2 ! ,  
and Whi te ' s  pressure in the centre 
compensates for the lost tempo . Pos­
sible continuations are 5 • . •  Nf6 6 b3 
Be6 7 e4  aS 8 Bd3 a4 9 Rb l (Polugay­
evsky-Tse shkovsky , 42nd USSR Champion­
ship,  1 9 74 ) ,  or 5 . • •  g6 6 b3 Bg7 7 Bb2 
Nf6 8 g3 0-0 9 Bg2 Ne5 1 0  Nf3 (Stahl­
berg-Smyslov ,  Stockholm 1 964) . 

3 g6 

In the game Olafsson-Smys lov (Bled 1 95 9 )  
an unusual idea was employed for the 
first time : 3 • . •  Be6 ! ? ,  with the idea 
of playing • • •  d6-d5 . De spi te frequent 
attempts to  refute i t ,  it is s t i l l  
p layed . 

4 Bg2 Bg7 
5 d3 

The alternative is 5 .e3 fol lowed by 
6 Nge 2 .  

5 f5 

This is regarded as Black ' s  mos t  ener­
ge tic reply.  But objec tively this p lan 
i s  rather risky here , since i t  creates 
certain weaknesses in his position , and 
practically obliges him to gamble on a 
subsequent K-side attack , while frequ­
ently leaving the centre and the Q-side 
at the mercy of fate . But Spassky ' s  
tournament position did not leave him 
a great deal of choice as regards his 
p laying tac tics . And the main thing is 
tha t ,  with colours reverse d ,  he ge ts 
into his favourite scheme : how often 
has he played as Whi te the c losed var­
iation of the Sicil ian Defence , and how 
many times has he lost the bat tle on the 
Q-side and won i t  on the K-side ! True , 
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here this sys tem has to be played with 
the loss of a very important tempo • • .  

6 e4 

A highly e ffec tive measure against 
Black ' s  p lan : in the centre Whi te 
opposes force with force ! In the 
closed varia tion of the Sicilian 
Defence with colours reversed , this 
me thod was succe ss ful ly employed by 
Botvinnik . The o ther ways of deve loping 
are by 6 e3 Nf6 7 Nge2 0-0 8 0-0 , 
preparing b2-b4-b5 , or f4 , halting in 
advance Black ' s  pawn phalanx . 

6 Nc6 

It i s  e ssential to take control of the 
d4 square . In the event of 6 . • .  Nf6 
7 Nge2 0-0 8 0-0 c6 White can advan­
tageously continue 9 exf5 Bxf5 1 0  d4 ! ,  
as in the game Kovacevic-0stoj ic  
(Yugo slavia 1 969) . 

7 Nge2 Nh6 

A continuation of the same risky plan ,  
chosen b y  Spassky. After castling K-side 
Black want s  to play . . .  g6 -g5 as soon as 
possibl e ,  and so he does not develop his 
knight at  e7 or f6 , where i t  would block 
the queen ' s  diagonal .  But at the same 
time the knight is decentral ized.  

8 Nd5 0-0 
9 0-0 

When the knight is developed at h6 , one 
very much fee l s  the urge to p lay h2-h4-
h5 ! But HUhner re stricts himself to 
quiet developmen t ,  which retains all the 
advantages o f  his position . 

9 Be6 
1 0  b3 

1 0  Rb l followed by b2-b4 looks more 
active ( later White has all  the same to 
return to this plan ) ,  as does 1 0  f4 . 
But White ' s  position is so rich in 
possibi l ities that even the mode s t  move 
in the game does not lose him his advan­
tage . 

1 0  g5 
1 1  e x f5 

Forced, in view of the threat of l l  . • •  f4 . 

But on the other hand the bi shop at g2 
i s  activate d .  

1 1  Nxf5 
1 2  Bb2 Qd7 
1 3  Qd2 h6 
1 4  Rae l ? 

This is characteristic of the style of 
many German p layers , whereby they aim 
for a sound , expedient deve lopment and 
for ' solid ' move s ,  without going deeply 
into the tactical de tai l s  of the sit­
uation . I t  soon turns out that thi s 
rook has nothing to do a t  e l ,  and that 
its proper place is at b l . Therefore 
14 b4 looks more logical , and i f  14 . . .  
Rae8 1 5  b5 Nd8 ,  then Whi te can even 
p lay 1 6  Qa5 c6 1 7  bxc6 bxc6 ( 1 7  . • .  

Nxc6 reinforces the white knight on its  
domina ting post at  d5 ) 18  Nb4 , with a 
more favourable position than in the 
game . 

Now it is easier for Black to equalize . 

1 4  Rae8 
15 b4 

It  is c lear tha t ,  thanks to the slight 
de lay in the making of this move , Black 
should be able to consolidate his force s .  

1 5  Nd8 
1 6  b5 c6 
1 7  bxc6 bxc6 
1 8  Nb4 Qc7 ! 

Black would no t have had this poss ibil­
i ty ,  i f  Whi te had p layed b3-b4 a move 
earl ier .  The regrouping o f  his pieces 
enables Black to bring his knight into 
p lay from dB .  

1 9  Ne ! 
20 Nb3 
2 1  Nc2 

Bd7 
Ne6 
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I t  turns out that Whi te ' s  entire se t-up 
is directed towards the preparation of 
d3-d4 . But Black has a means o f  prev­
enting thi s .  

2 1  Qb6 
22 Ba3 Qd8 

The queen ' s  wanderings have some poin t .  
Since the whi te bishop has been diverted 
from d4 , the black queen too can l i ft 
its  control of that square , so as to 
approach nearer to the· longed-for K-side . 
It is true that Whi te could have returned 
with his bishop to b2, when Black also 
would have nothing be t ter than to repeat 
moves - 23 • • •  Qb6 . But after al l ,  that 
would have meant a draw, and the p layers 
were in a fighting mood.  Especially 
Spassky . The refore HUbner should per­
haps have permi t ted himse l f  the luxury 
of repeating moves once , so as to test  
how his opponent would reac t .  This 
practical device would also have been 
use ful in view of the approaching t ime 
trouble , which has never been a friend 
of the We st German grandmaster , but 
merely a source of trouble in the most 
crucial games o f  the most important 
tournamen ts • • • • But Hlibner con tinue s 
to p lay s traight forwardly. 

23 Rbl 

Courageous ly admit ting (wi th a delay o f  
9 moves )  h i s  inaccuracy . 23 h3 ! also 
deserved consideration . 

23 g4 ! 

Black ' s  counter-p lay begins to take 
shap e .  

2 4  Na5 c5 

And this coun ter-p lay is so dangerous 
that the weakening of Black ' s  Q-side is 
no longer so dangerous for him : the 
fate of the game wil l  be decided on the 
opposite side of the board . 

25 Nc6 Qf6 
26  Rb7 Bc8 
27 Rxa7 Ng5 

Whi te has won a pawn , but at c6 his 
knight i s  far away from the main even t s .  
He should have thought i n  terms o f  
returning i t  ' home ' immediately,  but 

Hlibner continues to p lay wi th fire . 

28 Qe2 
29  Be l 

30 Bxh3 ? 

Kh8 
Nh3+ ! 

The first of a series o f  slight e rrors , 
each of which plays into Black ' s  hands . 
Whi te parts with his powerful bishop , 
the whi te squares in his pos i tion are 
weakened ,  and Black acquires a menacing 
' wedge ' at h3 .  After the quiet  30 Khl 
the game would still  have been leve l .  
For example : 30 . . •  Nd4 3 1  Nxd4 c xd4 
32 f4 ! ,  with ac tive counter-p lay . 

30 gxh3 
3 1  Q£3 

Not the happiest square for the queen 
- under the ' X-ray ' along the ' f '  file , 
which later tell s .  I t  would have fe lt  
safer at h5  or  e 4 .  Now the initiative 
is comple tely seized by Black . 

3 1  
3 2  Ne3 
33 Nd5 
34 Rxf7  
35  Be3?  

Rf7 
Re f8 
Qg6 
Qxf7 

Probably the decisive error . After 
35 Qe4 ! Whi te can still  put up a de fence . 

35 Qe 8 !  

Vacating the ' f ' file with gain o f  
tempo.  The entire whi te-square peri­
phery of HUhner ' s  pos i tion i s  ' on fire ' . 

36 Na 7 Nd4 
37 Qd l Nf3+ 
38 Khl Bg4 
39 Qc l Q£7 ! 

In this game the black queen does enough 
work for two . Its complex intermi ttent 
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manoeuvrings are highly e legant .  

40 Nb5 

40 Nd2 !  
4 1  £4 Nxf l 

This move was sealed by Black . The 
did not last long on resump tion . 

42 Qxf l  Qh5 
43 Ndc3 e x £4 
44 Bxf4 Re S  
4 5  Bd2 Be2 
White resign s .  

Game No. 80 French Defence 

Ljubojevic Hort 
(Notes by Aronin) 

I e4 
2 d4 
3 Nc3 
4 e5 
5 a3 
6 bxc3 
7 Nf3 
8 Rb l 

e6 
d5 
Bb4 
c5 
Bxc3+ 
Ne 7 
b6 

game 

An intere sting idea . 
fol l ows 9 Bb5+ . 

On 8 • • •  Ba6 there 

8 
9 Bd3 

1 0  o-o 
1 1  cxd3 

Qc 7 
Ba6 
Bxd3 

Now Whi te ' s  control of c4 can be removed 
only by playing . . .  c5-c4 . 

1 1  h6 

Directed against NgS , which would allow 
White to take the ini tiative on the K­
s ide . 

T.A.L.-H 

1 2  a4 
1 3  Ba3 
1 4  Re i  

Nd7 
0-0 
Rfe8 

It might be assumed that Black is defen­
ding his knight in preparation for 

. . •  c5-c4 . This was the correct plan ,  
from which Hort wrongly deviates .  

1 5  Re2 Rec8 

The first o f  a series of tempi , which 
Black ' squanders ' over the next few 
move s .  Clearly, Hort was unable to 
make a choice be tween the exchange on 
d4 and the advance . . .  c5-c4 , and put 
off a decision on this quest ion un til 
the future . Meanwhile , after 15 • • •  c4 
he would have gained an important strong­
point for one of his knight s .  

1 6  Reb2 

This also has no particular aim. Soon 
White has to re turn his rook to e 2 .  I t  
was be tter to begin an advance o f  the 
K-side pawns . 

1 6  Nc6 
1 7  h4 

Since the centre is blocked,  it is 
appropriate to advance the pawns in 
front o f  the king . Now Black should 
have hurried with his counter-attack . 

1 7  Qd8 
1 8  Re 2 Kh8 

More logical is 1 8  • . .  Na5 , fol lowed 
nevertheless by . • •  c5-c4 . Instead o f  
thi s ,  Hort undertakes the erroneous 
p lan of moving his queen into ' exile ' 
at h7 . 

Even top-class players can p lay below 
their potential in individual game s ,  
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and this i s  t rue o f  both Hort ' s  games 
against Ljubojevic in Montreal .  

1 9  Re3 Ne 7 
20 g4 Rc 7 

Even here it was not too late to play 
• • •  c5-c4 . 

2 1  h5 RacB 
22 Bb2 

Of course , this is a passive pos i t ion 
for the bishop , but i t  is only a 
temporary one . 

2 2  QgB 

Here come s this ori ginal but unfortunate 
idea . 

23 Ne l Qh7 
24 Ng2 NbB 
25 Rf3 KgB 
26  Qd2 Nbc6 
27 Qf4 RfB 
28 Ba3 c4 

At las t ,  and perhaps still  not too late . 

29 Rd l Na5 

This finally ruins Black ' s game . The 
last possibil ity of de fence was 29 . • .  Rd7 ,  
so a s  t o  answer 30 Nh4 with 3 0  . . .  f5 . 

30 Bd6 Rd7 
3 1  Nh4 

Against the threat o f  Ng6 there is no 
satis factory de fence . 

3 1  c xd3 
32 Bxe 7 Rxe 7 
33 Ng6 Ree8 
34 Nxf8 RxfB 
35 Rdxd3 

After the win of the exchange it i s  
me rely a mat ter o f  technique . 

35 Nc4 
36 Rg3 f6 
37 Rdf3 Qb l +  
38 Kh2 Qe4 

With the queens on , Black would have 
lost even more quickly.  

39 Qxe4 dxe4 
40 Rf4 fxe5 
4 1  RxfB+ KxfB 
42 g5 hxg5 
4 3  Rxg5 exd4 
44 cxd4 Nd2 
45 Kg3 

The sealed move . Black ' s  posi tion is 
o f  course hopeless . 

45 Nf3 
46 Rg4 Nxd4 
4 7  Rxe4 Nf5+ 
48 Kf4 Ke 7 
4 9  Rc4 Kf6 
50  Rc7 a5 
5 1  Rc8 e5+ 
52 Kg4 Ne 7 
5 3  Rf8+ Ke6 
54 Kg5 e4 
55 Rb8 Resigns 

On 55 . • .  Nd5 there follows 5 6  Kg6 . 
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3rd May 

Ljubojevic (8 Y2)  0 Karpov (10Y2) 

Hort (6Y2) Y2 Y2 Hiibner (7) 

Spassky (7) 1 0 Larsen ( 5 Y2) 
Timman (7 Yz) Y2 Y2 Portisch (9Yz) 
Kavalek (7) Y2 Y2 Tal ( 1 1 )  

Standings after seventeen rounds : Karpov, Tal - 1 1 ! ;  Portisch - 1 0 ;  
Ljubojevic - 8 ! ;  Spassky, Timman - 8 ;  Hlibner , Kavalek - 7 ! ;  Hart - 7 ;  Larsen -
5 ! .  

The most dramatic game in this round was undoubtedly that be tween Lj ubojevic and 
Karpov . Here there is much that is unclear. Why Ljubojevic played 5 Nf5 , and why 
Karpov did not reply 5 • . .  d5 , which has been known to theory for more than a century . 
At any event ,  Whi te gained an advantage, but i t  woul d  appear that Ljubojevic himself 
did no t bel ieve that the game , which was going so we l l  for him, would conclude in 
the same way . 26 Qc3 instead of 26 Qa4 would have promi sed Whi te a significant 
advan tage , wi thout any counter-play at all for his opponent .  After the contin­
uation in the game , Karpov, showing fantastic ingenui ty, succeeded in creating 
counter-play. As soon as Ljubojevic sensed the threats to hi s king,  it was as 
though a different p layer took ove r ,  and he conducted the entire second hal f  o f  the 
game in far from the bes t  way . At one point the World Champion could have forced a 
draw, but , i t  would seen, sensing the changed psycho logical s i tua tion , began playing 
for a win.  And his calculations were comp le tely justi fied . Firs t seve ral poor 
manoeuvre s by Whi te , then a weak sealed move - and Ljubojevic ' s  posi tion became 
hopeless . 

A curious coincidence occurred in the Kavalek-Tal game , which up to the 22nd move 
repeated the one be tween Kavalek and Karpov from the first cycle . In their j oint 
analysis the Sovie t grandmasters had found that Black ' s  posi tion was exce l len t .  
And, it would seem, Kavalek agreed with thi s ,  by p laying 22 Re i  instead o f  2 2  b3 .  
Howeve r ,  this analysis was not  te s ted , s ince , after p laying 22 . . .  Nc6 ,  I offered a 
draw, which a fter some consideration Kavalek accepted . 

A third success ive win was gained by Spas sky .  Larsen again chose the Centre Counter 
Game , but on this occasion the e ffect of nove l ty was lacking .  Spassky acted,  as 
they say ,  in classi cal  fashion . After harmoniously deploying his pieces in the 
centre , he prepared and then carried out a dec i sive blow. By resourceful de fence 
the Dane was able merely to delay his defeat . 

The Timman-Portisch encounter was extreme ly tense . For mo s t  of the time it was 
favourable for the Hungarian grandmaster , but he mi s sed his chance s ,  and j us t  before 
the time con trol it appeared that Timman might have had hopes of winning. 

The excep tion in thi s fighting round was the Hort-Hubner game , where a double-edged 
opening proved to be only for appearances '  sake . 

I 75 
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Game No . 8 1  Scotch Game 

Ljubojevio Karpov 
(Notes by Chandler) 

I e4 e5 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 d4 exd4 
4 Nxd4 Bc5 
5 Nf5 ! ?  

A we ird al ternative , favoured by Savon , 
to the usual l ine s of 5 Be 3 and 5 Nb3 . 

5 Qf6 ! ?  

And an equally surprising rep ly.  Savon­
Ivkov (Wijk aan Zee . 1 9  72) went 5 . • .  g6 ? !  
6 Ne 3 Nf6 7 Nc3 0-0 8 Bd3 ReS 9 .  0-0 
with advantage to Whi te , but an old 
analysis of Steini tz ' s  runs 5 . . .  d5 ! 
6 Nxg7+ (6 exd5 ? Bxf5 7 dxc6 Bxf2+) Kf8 
7 Nh5 Qh4 8 Ng3 Nf6 9 Be 2 Ne5 1 0  h3 
Rg8 with a tremendous attack for Black . 
It would be interesting to know whe ther 
Ljubojevic was unaware of thi s line , or 
whe ther he had an improvement prepared 
- for example 6 Nc 3 ! ?  (ins tead of 
6 Nxg7+) and if 6 . . .  dxe4 7 Nxg7+ Kf8 
8 Qxd8+ Nxd8 9 Nxe4 ! with the better 
endgame . In this line Black would do 
be t ter to play 6 . . .  BxfS ! ,  el iminating 
Whi te ' s  aggre ssive knigh t .  

6 Nc3 
7 Ne 3 
8 g3 

Nge7 
o-o 
Ne5 

Black ' s  queen is extremely susceptible 
to attack on f6 , and he must use his 
lead in development to probe weaknesse s  
in White ' s  position .  Now o n  the routine 
9 Bg2 would come 9 . • .  d5 ! 1 0  e xd5 Bxe 3 
1 1  Bxe 3 Bg4 to be followed by . . .  Nf3+ . 

9 f4 N5g6 
10 Bg2 c6 
1 1  0-0 d5 ! 
1 2  Khl 

1 2  exd5 is also possible ( 1 2  . . .  Nxd5 or 
1 2  . • •  Nf5 meets 1 3  Ne4 ) ,  but after 1 2  . . .  
cxd5 1 3  Khl d4 14 Ne4 Qb6 15 Nc4 Qc 7 
White wi l l  s tart to feel a number of 
weak spots in hi s posi tion . 1 2  e5 ? would 
lose to 1 2  . . .  Nxe5 1 3  fxe5 Qxe5 1 4  Re i 
d4 1 5  Ned5 dxc3+ 1 6  Khl cxb2 ! 

1 2  Bxe3 

Black is forced to cede the bi shop pair , 
and i t  is clear who has won the opening 
battle - it seems 5 . . .  Qf6 wi l l  probably 
not be repeated . Instead 1 2  • • .  d4 
1 3  Na4 , with e4-e5 to fol low, would win 
for Whi te . 

1 3  Bxe 3 dxe4 
1 4  Qc l !  

Covering the pawn on b2 so that Nxe4 is 
possible . 

1 4  Bf5 
1 5  Nxe4 Bxe4 ? !  

To be preferred was 1 5  . . .  Qe6 1 6  Nc5 
Qc8 with a de fensible game . Now Whi te ' s  
two bishops are more than a match for 
the two knights. 

1 6  Bxe4 Rfe8 
1 7  Re i b6 
1 8  c 3  Nf5 
1 9  Bf2 h5 
20 Qc 2 Nge7 
2 1  Bf3 g6 
22 ReS ! 

White is clearly much be t ter , and 
Karpov soon tries to exchange one of 
the powerful bishops wi th a pawn offer . 

22 
23 Rae I 
24 Rxe5 

Nd5 
Rxe5 
Ng7 

As wel l  as his threat on d5 Whi te also 
had 25 Bxh5 in mind , but Black could 
have tried to re sist  material loss with 
24 • . .  Nde 7 .  

25 c4 

Ljubojevic wants more than a clear 
pawn with 25 Bxd5 cxd5 26 Qd3 Rd8 
27 Rxd5 Qc6 28 c4 ; possibly he is 
correc t ,  but ,  given the World Cham­
pion ' s  known wriggling potentia l ,  the 
most practical course would have been 
to take the pawn. 

25 Ne? 
26 Qa4 g5 ! 
27 Qa3 ? !  

On 2 7  Rxg5 Qxb2 with possibi l i ties o f  
. . •  f 6  trapping the rook , but here bes t  
was 27 c5 . 
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2 7  Ne6 
28 Bxh5 Rd8 ! 
29 Re2 gxf4 
30 Qf3 Kf8 ! 

Black ' s  randomi zation of the posi tion 
has been a complete success - all of his 
pieces are working , and his king has 
found a shelter from where it protects 
the knight on e 7 .  

3 1  Qe4 fxg3 
32  hxg3 Qh6 
33 Qh4 Rd l +  

Sidestepping the trap 33 • . •  Nf5 ? 34 Rxe6 ! 
Qc l +  35 Re i .  

34 Kg2 Ng6 
35 Bxg6 Qxg6 
36 c 5 ?  

Whi te i s  f a s t  losing h i s  grip - this 
move makes his own bi shop bad and the 
black knight be tter . 

36 b5 
37 Qh8+ Ke 7 
38 Qe5 Rd5 
39 Qe 3? ! 

Be t ter is 39 Qe4 with drawing chance s ,  
but naturally not 3 9  Qc7+ Kf8 4 0  Qxc6 
Nf4+.  

39  Qbl 

Also possible is 39 . . •  Kf8 ,  simply 
freeing the knight from the pin . 

40 Qa3 Rh5 

(See next diagram) 

4 1  Qxa7+ ?  

The sealed move , after which White i s  
certainly lost . It is wrong in principle 

to place the queen offside ; 4 1  Be l is 
more s tubborn , e . g .  4 1  . . .  Qd l 4 2  Qf3 ! , 
or 4 l  . . .  Qf5 42 Qxa7+ Kf8 43 Qa8+ Kg7 
44 Bc3+ f6 45 Qb7+ Kg6 46 Qxc6 . 
After 4 1  Be l Black could continue to 
play for a win with 4 1  . . •  Qh7 . 

4 1  Kf6 ! 
42 Bg l Rf5 
43 Rf2 Qe4+ 
44 Kf l Nd4 ! 

Wi th Whi te ' s  queen light-years out of 
play on a7 , Black mops up with a mating 
at tack . 

45 Rxf5+ Qxf5+ 
46 Bf2 Qd3+ 
4 7  Kg I Qd l +  
48 Kh2 Qe2 
4 9  Kg ! Nf3+ 
50 Kg2 Nd2 
Whi te resigns 

5 1  . . .  Qf l +  wil l  win the bi shop or check-
mate . 

Game No . 82 Queen ' s  Pawn Opening 

Hort Huhner 

I d4 c5 
2 e 3  Nf6 
3 Nf3 g6 
4 dxc5 Qa5+ 
5 Nbd2 Qxc5 
6 c4 Bg7 
7 b3 0-0 
8 Bb2 Nc6 
9 Be 2  d5 

(See next diagram) 

1 0  0-0 dxc4 
1 1  Nxc4 Rd8 
1 2  Qc l Be6 
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1 3  Nd4 Nxd4 
1 4  Bxd4 Qc7 
I S  BeS QcS 
1 6  Bd4 Qc 7 
1 7  BeS QcS 
1 8  Bd4 

Drawn . 

Game No . 83 Centre Counter Game 

Spas sky Larsen 
(Notes by Gufe ld) 

e4 dS 

Obviously, even though he spends the 
greater part of his time on the Canary 
Islands , Larsen does not forget that he 
is a Scandinavian . *  Incidentally, it 
was he who wrote the section on this 
opening in the Encyclopaedia of Chess 
Openings. But in the present game he 
is not for tunate enough to improve the 
reputation of this rare ly-played system. 

2 exdS QxdS 
3 Nc3 QaS 
4 d4 Nf6 
5 Nf3 BfS 

Here S . . .  Bg4 is considered almost obl ig­
atory, since in the resul ting si tuation 
Whi te ' s  king ' s  knight is a source of 
constant danger for Black : for this 
reason the move in the game occurs 
excep tionally rare ly in practice . In 
the a fore-mentioned sect ion of E. C. O . , 
Larsen himsel f  recommends answering 
S . . •  BfS with 6 NeS (with the threat of 
7 Nc4 ) 6 • . •  c6 7 g4 (in the game Sue tin­
Shvedchikov, 1 9 7 1 , Whi te played less 
strongl y :  7 Bc4 e6 8 g4 Bg6 9 h4 Nbd7 
1 0  Nxd7 Nxd7 1 1  hS Be4 1 2  Rh3 BdS ! ,  
wi th an unc lear game ) ,  and i f  now 7 • . •  

Bg6 , then after 8 h4 Nbd7 9 Nc4 ! by a 
circui tous route we reach a pos1t1on 
which was analysed back in the distant 
past by Emanue l Lasker (it  is pos sible 
in the event of S . • •  Bg4 6 h3 BhS ? 
7 g4 ! Bg6 8 NeS c6 9 h4 Nbd7 1 0  Nc4 ! ) ,  
and which he assessed as favouring 
Whi te , in view of 9 • • •  Qc 7 10 hS Be4 
1 1  Nxe4 Nxe4 1 2  Qf3 fo l lowed by 1 3  Bf4 ! 
Could it be that Larsen wanted to refute 
this evaluation , which has s tood for so 
long? It  is di fficul t to say . Possibly 
he simply wanted to test 7 • . .  Be6 ! ?  ( the 
marks are Larsen ' s ) ,  which he himse lf 
sugge sts in E . C . O. , but Spassky chooses 
a different plan , which also proves to 
be highly unpleasant for Black . 

6 Bd2 !  

Whi te delays advancing his knight to eS , 
and make s a sound hal f-defensive , half­
attacking move , sugges ting to Black 
that he disclose the point of playing 
his bi shop to fS , where it defends 
nothing , and threatens nothing . 

6 Nbd7 

Since Black has to leave c6 free for 
his pawn , he has no be t ter way of deve l­
oping his  queen ' s  knight . But i s  i ts 
immedia te ly deve lopment so necessary? 
Al l the same , Black cannot ge t by with­
out the move • . .  c7-c6 , and it would have 
been be t ter to make it now, and then 
decide on which s ide to castle . It 
would appear that Larsen had not yet 
taken a decision on this score , and so 
he first make s the few remaining deve l­
oping moves avai l able . 

7 Bc4 c6 
8 Qe2 !  

The most cri tical reply, typical of 
open game s where one s ide has a lead in 
deve lopment .  A ' trifle '  such as the 
c2 pawn can simply be ignored . 

8 e6?  

This natural reaction turns out to be a 
decisive mi s take , since i t  allows Whi te 
to make an immediate break-through . 
But what advice can one give Black? 

* As was mentioned earl ier , another name for this opening is the Scandinavian 
Defence (K. P. N. ) .  
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8 . • •  Bxc2  i s  not even wor th looking a t ,  
since 9 NeS i s  a more than adequate 
rep ly, when 9 • • .  e6 fai l s  to 1 0  Nxf7 . 
But what e l se is there ? The lesser evil 
was 8 • • •  Qc7 9 NeS e 6 ,  when nothing i s  
achieved by 1 0  g 4  NxeS 1 1  dxeS Nxg4 . 
White would therefore have had to sat­
i sfy himse l f  with a positional advantage , 
whi le Black would have re tained hopes of 
a tenacious de fence . 

9 dS ! 

In the romantic sp irit of the last 
century ! One cannot help recalling 
anothe r  encounter be tween Larsen and 
Spassky - from the ' Match of the Century ' 
( 1 9 70) , where the Danish grandmaster was 
also crushed swi ftly in the style of 
the ' immortal ' and ' evergreen ' game s .  
Here things d o  not get a s  far as spe c t­
acular sacrifice s ,  but even so the 
de finite similarity of these games 
suggests  that Spassky is one of the 
severe s t  critics of the ' Danish Viking ' .  

9 c xdS 
1 0  NxdS QcS 

After I O  • • .  Qd8 1 1  0-0-0 (i f  there i s  
nothing better) Black wi th a c lear 
conscience could already resign - Whi te ' s  
enormous lead in development ensure s 
him a decisive attack . But now, by 
attacking the whi te knigh t ,  for an 
instant the black queen diverts the 
opponent from simple winning contin­
uation s ,  and forces him to calculate 
variation s .  After finding himself in a 
di fficul t s ituation , Larsen ingeniously 
seeks de fensi ve resource s ,  but he is no 
longer able to save the game . 

1 1  b4 

1 1  Bb4 also de served consideration, not 
weakening the future refuge of the whi te 
king . 

1 1  Qc8 
1 2  Nxf6+ gxf6 

Equally cheerless i s  12 • • •  Nxf6 1 3  BbS+ 
Ke 7 1 4  Nd4 Bg6 I S  0-0 fo llowed by the 
simp le f2-f4-fS . 

1 3  Nd4 Bg6 
1 4  h4 h5 
I S  f4 

Here or on the previous move , many 
would have s tarted calculating the con­
sequences o f  the sacrifice on e 6 .  But 
there is no necessity for i t : Black ' s  
posi tion i s  so di sordered that sol id 
attacking plans are more e ffective .  

I S  Be 7  
1 6  Rh3 Qc 7 

The following ' trap ' was too naive : 
1 6  . . .  0-0 1 7  fS exfS 1 8  Qxe 7 ? ?  Re S  
1 9  NxfS Qxc4 , e tc .  Whi te would have 
won quickly by 1 8  Rg3 ! Kh7 1 9  NxfS , 
with the threa ts of 20 Nxe 7 and 20 Qe3 !  

1 7  0-0-0 Qb6 

If 1 7  • • •  0-0-0, then 1 8  fS ! ,  and Black ' s  
pos i tion collapse s .  

1 8  Be l 
1 9  NbS ! 

0-0-0 

On the Q-side too , the black king has 
failed to find a safe she l ter,  and the 
black queen is also

-
embarrassed 

against the threat of Bf2 there appears 
to be no satis factory de fence . 

1 9  Nb8 
20 Rxd8+ Kxd8 

Capturing with rook or bishop would have 
led immediately to heavy loss o f  mater­
ial , while in the event of 20 • • •  Qxd8 
21 Nxa7+ Kc7 22 Rc3 !  Whi te ' s  attack 
becomes decisive . 

2 1  Bf2 Qc6 
22 Bxa 7 Nd7 

(See next diagram) 

23 a3 ! 

A highly ins tructive moment .  The first 
success has been achieved,  but condit -



I SO Round 1 7  

ions are not ye t ripe for the pursui t 
and finishing off  of the dec imated enemy 
force s .  Therefore it is correct to 
switch for a time to the consolidation 
of what has been achieved . It is impor­
tant that White does not have to fear 
• . •  b7-b6 , since his ' be seiged ' bishop 
cannot be threatened by any black p iece . 
On the contrary, the bishop i tself 
threatens the b6 pawn after 23  . . .  b6 
23 Rc3 Qe4 25 Qf2 . There can follow 
25 • • •  Qb7 26 Be 2 ,  when Black can resign .  

2 3  Qe4 
24 Be3 Bf5 
25 Rg3 Qc6 
26 Nd4 Qa4 

An unsucce ss ful attemp t to confuse 
matters .  

2 7  Nxf5 ! 

The most exact solution .  Whi te al lows 
into hi s position the uninvi ted gue s t ,  
having prepared for her a n  appropriate 
recep tion 

2 7  Qxa3+ 

Whi te wins even more simply after 2 7  . • .  

exf5 2S Bd4 ! 

2S Kd l Qa l +  
29 Be l 

It turns out that Black has to give up 
a p iece . 

2 9  

2 9  • • •  exf5 would have cost him even more 
dearly after 30 Ra J !  

3 0  Bb5 

Spassky does not bother to re treat his 
knight, but switches at last to a 
direct  attack on the black king . 

30 
31 Qe4 
32 Qxb 7 !  

Nb6 
Qa5 
Re signs 

Perhaps never in the last quarter of a 
century has Larsen p layed as badly as 
he did in Mon treal . True , one can also 
recal l  a match in Denver in 1 9 7 1 , when 
hi s opponent was Fischer • . • . 

Game No . S4 English Opening 

Timman Portisch 
(Notes by Kho lmov) 

I c4 Nf6 
2 Nc3 e5 
3 Nf3 Nc6 
4 e3 Bb4 
5 Qc 2 0-0 
6 Nd5 ReS 

In the game Miles-Portisch (Wijk aan 
Zee 1 97S) Black continued 6 . . .  a5 . After 
7 a3 Be 7 S d4 exd4 9 exd4 ReS 1 0  Be3 
BfS 1 1  Bd3 h6 1 2  h4 Bd6 1 3  0-0-0 
Nxd5 1 4  c xd5 Ne 7 1 5  Bh7+ KfS 16 Be4 
Whi te gained the more promi s ing position . 

7 Qf5 

The Engl ish grandmaster Mile s ,  wi th 
whom this opening is a great favourite , 
regularly employs 7 Bd3 here , but with­
out particular success . By the move 
played,  Whi te aims to spoil the oppon­
ent ' s  pawn formation on the K-s ide . 

7 
S Nxf6+ 

d6 
gxf6 ! ?  

S . . • Qxf6 is more often played . In the 
resul ting ending there are slight 
chance s  on White ' s  side , but usually 
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Black i s  able to maintain the balance . 
By avoiding the exchange of queens ,  Black 
as though hints that he may have more 
ambitious intention s .  

9 QhS 

It  i s  intere s ting that in thi s game 
Timman has to fight against hi s own 
invention. In the game Keene-Timman 
(Bad Lauterberg 1 97 7 )  Whi te played 
9 Qc2 ,  but after 9 • • .  e4 10  Nh4 fS 
1 1  g3 dS 1 2  cxdS NeS 1 3  Qb3 Be 7 1 4  d4 
exd3 IS Bxd3 Bxh4 1 6  gxh4 Nf3+ Black 
gained a s trong attack . Moving the 
queen to hS is more logical . 

9 � 
1 0  cxdS ? 

The only way to attempt to exploit the 
de fects  o f  Black ' s  8th move is by 
1 0  Bd3 ! ?  True , in this case Whi te mus t  
play pre tty accurately. For example,  
after IO  • • •  e4 1 1  cxdS Nb8 nothing i s  
achieved by 1 2  Qh4 ? QxdS 1 3  Bc2 Nc6 ,  
when Black has an exce l lent game . Be tter 
is 1 2  Bc2 ! exf3 1 3  Qxh7+ ! ( 1 3  Qh6 ? fS 
1 4  gxf3 Bf8 , and Black beats off the 
attack , retaining a material advantage ) 
1 3  . . .  Kf8 1 4  gxf3 QxdS I S  Bb3 Qd7 
1 6  Rg l , with a powerful attack for the 
piece . After the move played , Black has 
no troubles.  

1 0  QxdS 
1 1  Be2 Be6 
1 2  a 3  Be 7 
1 3  d3 Kh8 
1 4  0� Rg8 
I S  Ne I NaS 
1 6  M2 Nb3 
1 7  Rdl Nxd2 

Black must take thi s bi shop , since if it 
were allowed to move to c3 i t  would 
begin to play a fairly active ro le , 
whereas the black knight would be away 

from t� main ewn u .  

1 8  Rxd2 B 
1 9  Nf3 Rad8 
20 d4 e4 
2 1  NeS bS 

The threat was 22 Bc4 ,  but instead o f  
this commi tting advance , 2 1  • • .  Rg7 
22 Bc4 Qd6 deserved consideration . 

22 Rc2 

It would appear more natural to at tack 
the ' c '  pawn wi th the undeve loped rook 
by 22 Re i .  But in this case a fter 
22 . • .  c5 23 BxbS cxd4 24 Nc6 QxbS 
2S Nxe7 dxe 3 !  the other rook is at tacke d .  

2 2  cS ! 

If 22 . . •  Bd6 ? ,  then 23 Nc6 Ra8 24 Qh4 ! ,  
with advantage to White . 

23 BxbS 

23 Qb3 

23 . . .  cxd4 looks more consistent .  After 
24 Nc6 QxbS 25 Nxe 7 d3 26 Rc7 !  (if  
26 Rd2 ? ,  then 26 . . .  Rg7 ! ,  and the knight 
turns out to be in a highly precarious 
position ,  which gives Black the advan­
tage ; in passing, it should be men­
tioned that 26 Nxg8 fail s  to 26 . . •  dxc2 
2 7  Nf6 Qxf l + ! )  26 . . .  Rg7 2 7  Qh4 ! a 
very sharp and unclear position resul t s .  

2 4  Qe 2  cxd4 
2S e xd4 Qh3 

After 2S . . .  Rxd4 26 Rc3 ?  Qd5 2 7  Nc6 e 3  
28 g 3  e xf2+ 2 9  Qxf2 Bf6 Black gains 
the advantage . Whi te should p lay 
26 Nc6 !  Rd7 !  (26 . . .  Qh3 ?  2 7  f3 ! Rd7 
28 f xe4 , wi th advantage to Whi te) 
2 7  Rc3 Qd5 28 Nxe 7 Rxe 7 ,  with a 
roughly equal position . Black i s  
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attracted by the possibil i ty o f  exposing 
the whi te king , but , as it turns out , 
this does not give him any more than a 
draw. 

26 f4 ! 

26 g3 is dangerous in view of 26 • • .  f4 ! 
27 Qxe4 (or 27 Rd l e3 wi th an attack) 
27 • . .  Bd5 28 Nx f7+ Kg7 , and Black win s .  

In the 
mated : 

26 
2 7  Qxg2 
28 Bd7 

confusion i t  
2 8  . . .  Bxd 7 ? ?  

2 9  Bc6 
30 Kh l  
3 1  Rxg2 
32 Bxd5 
33 Re i 
34 Rc 7 

The whi te rooks have 
and so Black hastens 
agains t de fea t .  

35 Rxe 7 
36 Rg l 
37  Rg2 

was 
28 

Rxg2+ 
Rg8 
Bd5 

possible to 
Nxf7 mate . 

Qe3+ 
Rxg2 
Qxd4 
Qxd5 
h6 
e 3  

ge t 

become too act ive , 
to insure himself 

Qd l +  
Qd5+ 
Qd l +  

Drawn . 

Game No . 85 Ruy Lopez 

Kavalek Tal 

I e4 e5 
2 Nf3 Nc6 
3 Bb5 a6 
4 Ba4 Nf6 
5 0-0 Nxe4 
6 d4 b5 
7 Bb3 d5 
8 dxe5 Be6 
9 Qe2 Be l  

1 0 Rd l 0-0 
I I c4 bxc4 
1 2  Bxc4 Bc5 
1 3  Be3 Bxe 3 
1 4  Qxe3 Qb8 
1 5  Bb3 Na5 
1 6  Nbd2 Qa7 
I 7 Nd4 Nxd2 
1 8  Qxd2 Qb6 
1 9  Bc2 c5 
20 Nf5 Bxf5 

2 1  Bxf5 Rad8 

22 Re I Nc6 
Drawn . 



ROUND 18 

6th May 

Karpov (1 1 \12) \12 \12 Kavalek (7 \12) 

Tal (1 1 \12) \12 \12 Timman (8) 

Portisch (10) \12 \12 Spassky (8) 

Larsen (S Y2) 0 1 Hort (7) 

Hiibner (7 \12) Y2 Y2 Ljubojevic (8 \12) 

Final s tandings after eighteen rounds : Karpov , Tal - 1 2 ; Porti sch - 1 0� ; 
Ljubojevic - 9 ;  Spassky , Timman - 8 ! ;  Hor t ,  HUhne r ,  Kavalek - 8 ;  Larsen - 5 ! .  

Since the preceding month had failed to disclose who was the s tronger ,  I trust 
that the reader wi l l  understand the leaders , Karpov and Tal , who were unwi l ling to 
tempt fate . Both as White obtained sl ightly more favourable positions , for both 
playing for a win entailed some risk, and both almost synchronously preferred to 
conclude the tournament , against which the ir opponents , Kavalek and Timman respec­
tively,  did not object . 

Even earl ier a draw was agreed in the Portisch-Spassky game , which in no way affec­
ted Portisch ' s  tournament position - he was already assured of 3rd prize . The Ex­
World Chapion, who had markedly improved his affair s ,  was also not incl ined to take 
any risks . 

Four players were left on the s tage . 

In the event of a win, Hlibner would have caught his opponent , but Lj ubojevic p layed 
extreme ly accurately.  In  the final posi tion, I think that only he had any winning 
chance s .  But for sole fourth place a draw was sufficient , and so he did not persi s t .  

Larsen a l l  the time had the draw ' in hand ' against Hor t ,  but at  the critical moment 
he had to decide either to force a draw, or . . . . He chose the second al ternative , 
and the resul t was Hor t ' s  second win,  and the only one in the final round . 

Game No . 86 English Opening 

Karpov Kava lek 

I c4 e5 
2 Nc3 d6 
3 g3 g6 
4 Bg2 Bg7 
5 e4 Nc6 
6 d3 Be6 
7 Nge2 Qd7 
8 Nd5 f5 

9 
1 0  
1 1  
1 2  

(see 

1 8 3  

Rb l Nf6 
Bg5 0-0 
0-0 Nh5 
Qd2 

next diagram) 

Drawn. 
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Game No . 8 7  Queen' s Indian Defence 

Tal Tirrunan 

I Nf3 Nf6 
2 c4 b6 
3 g3 Bb7 
4 Bg2 c5 
5 0-0 g6 
6 b3 Bg7 
7 Bb2 0-0 
8 Nc 3 Na6 
9 d4 d5 

1 0  dxc5 Nxc5 
1 1  Nxd5 Nxd5 
1 2  Bxg7 Kxg7 
1 3  c xd5 Qxd5 
1 4  Qxd5 Bxd5 
1 5  Rfd l  

Drawn. 

Game No . 88 Queen' s Gambi t  

Po:rotisah Spas sky 

I c4 e6 
2 Nc 3 d5 
3 d4 Nf6 
4 Nf3 Bel 
5 Bg5 h6 
6 Bh4 Ne4 
7 Bxe 7 QXe 7 

Round 1 8  

8 Qc2 Nxc 3  
9 Qxc3 0-0 

1 0  e 3  c6 
1 1  Bd3 dxc4 
1 2  Bxc4 b6 
1 3  0-0 Bb7 
1 4  Be 2  Nd7 
1 5  Rac l c5 
1 6  Rfd l  

Drawn . 

Game No . 8 9  Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence 

Lax's en Ho:rot 
(Notes by Kholmov) 

I e4 d6 
2 f4 g6 
3 Nf3 Bg7 
4 d4 c5 

4 . • •  c6 is also played .  In the game 
Tatai-Hort ( Sarajevo 1 972)  Black tried 
4 . . .  Bg4 , but the bishop move turned out 
to be premature . After 5 c 3  Nf6 6 h3 
Bd7 7 Bd3 d5 8 e5 Ne4 9 Bxe4 dxe4 
10 Ng5 f6 1 1  Nxe4 Bc6 1 2  Qe2 0-0 
1 3  0-Q Black remained a pawn down , for 

which he had inadequate compensation. 

5 d5 

In the game Bird-Tal (2 1 st Olympiad , 
Nice 1 9 74 ) after 5 c 3  cxd4 6 cxd4 Bg4 
7 Be 2 Qb6 8 e5 Nh6 9 Nbd2 0-0 1 0  Nc4 
Qc7 1 1  Ne3 dxe5 1 2  f xe5 Rd8 1 3  0-0 
Nc6 Whi te ' s  centre began to ' creak ' . 
The move chosen by Larsen , 5 d5 , also 
does not se t Black any serious problems . 
Perhap s the be st for White is 5 dxc5 . 

5 Nf6 
6 Nc 3 o-o 
7 a4 

The rapid advance of Whi te ' s  central 
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pawns has led to the fact that now, on 
the natural 7 Be 2 ,  Black can initiate 
favourable compl ications by 7 . . .  bS ! 
8 BxbS Nxe4 ! True , the move played also 
al lows him to obtain a comfortable game . 

7 e6 ! 
8 dxe6 

Also , in the event of 8 Be2 exdS 9 exdS 
BfS 1 0  0-0 Ne4 ! Black has a good game . 

8 Bxe6 
9 Be2 

9 NgS would also not have averted the 
advance in the centre . After 9 . • •  Bg4 
1 0  Be2 Bxe2 1 1  Qxe2 Nc6 1 2  Be3 h6 
1 3  Nf3 Re8 White encounters certain 
difficul tie s .  

9 dS ! 

This advance gives Black a fully equal 
game . 

1 0  eS Ne4 
1 1  Nxe4 dxe4 
1 2  Qxd8 Rxd8 
1 3  NgS BdS 
1 4  Be 3 

Nothing is achieved by 1 4  c4 Bc6 I S  e6?  
f6 ! ,  when the break-away whi te pawn is 
bound to fal l .  

1 4  h6 
I S  Nh3 Bf8 
1 6  Nf2 Na6 
1 7  0-0-0 Nc7 
1 8  b3 

The following plan deserved consider­
ation : 1 8  c4 ! Bc6 1 9  RXd8 Rxd8 20 Rd l 
Rxd l +  2 1  Bxd l ! followed by Bc2 .  

1 8  
1 9  Rxd8 
20 Rd l 
2 1  Kxd l  

Bc6 
Rxd8 
Rxd l +  

Here too 2 1  Bxd l , followed by moving 
the bi shop to c 2 ,  is good . 

2 1  b6 

(See next diagram) 

A roughly equal position has been 

reached , and logically the game should 
have ended in a draw. But Larsen i s  
one of those players who i s  always stir­
ring up trouble , and wi thin a few move s 
he ge ts what he wants - the game becomes 
sharper . But in a compl icated situa tion 
he fails to step back at the right time , 
and this leads to his defea t .  

22 Kd2 
23 g3 
24 exf6 
2S Ng4 
26 fS ! ?  

Bg7 
fS 
Bxf6 
Bg7 

Whi te demonstrates his aggre ssive inten­
tions ! Also possible was the quieter 
26 NeS BxeS 27 fxeS hS 28 g4 , or 
28 aS , with a roughly equal game . If 
Black plays 26 . . .  Be8 ,  then after 27 aS ! 
the initiative is wi th Whi te . 

26 NdS 
27 Bc4 

After 27 fxg6 Bc3+ 28 Kc 1 hS 29 Nh6+ 
Kg7 30 NfS+ Kxg6 3 1  Nh4+ Kf6 32 Bd2 
Bxd2+ 33 Kxd2 KgS 34 Ng2 ! Whi te has 
the advantage . Also in the event of 
32 . . .  e 3  33 Bxc 3  Nxc3 34 Bxh5 i t  i s  
not c lear whether the activi ty o f  Black ' s  
pieces compensate s for the lost pawn. 
However , 32 • • .  Bd4 ! 33 BxhS Bgl ! evid­
ently confronts Whi te with certain 
difficultie s .  

2 7  Kh7 
28 BxdS BxdS 
29 fxg6+ 

Better i s  29 f6 ! Bh8 30 Bxh6 Be6 
31 f 7  Bxf7 32  BgS ! ,  and Whi te has 
nothing to fear . If instead 29 • • •  Bf8 ,  
then 30 c4 ! Be 6  3 1  Nf2 gS 3 2  Nxe4 Kg7 
33 aS , with a probable draw. After the 
move played the black king becomes 
dangerously active . 
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2 9  
3 0  c4 

Whi te could have se t up an impregnable 
position by 30 Bf4 and then 31 Ne3 .  
But he continues to  aim for more ! 

30 h5 
3 1  Nf2 

It is obvious that after 31 cxd5 ? hxg4 
Whi te ' s  pawns are completely impaired .  

3 1  Bc6 
32 Nh3 Kf5 
33 Nf4 Kg4 
34 Ke2 

34 h3+ is dangerous in view of 34 . . .  Kf3 
35 Nxh5 Bc3+ ! 

34 Be5 
35 Nd5 ! ?  

A risky undertaking ! 35 Kf2 ! looks 
sounder ,  not al lowing in the black king , 
and threatening h2-h3+ . 

Al so 
Bg4+ 
Kf3 
cxd4 

35 
36 Bf4 
37 Bb8 
38 Bxa 7 

Kh3 
Bd4 
Bd7 

possible is .38 Nf4+ Kxh2 
40 Kf l e3 41  Nf4 Kxg3 

43 Bxa7 Ke4 44 Bxb6 Kd3 
4 6  Ke l ,  with a draw. 

38 Kxh2 
39  Bxb6 ? 

39 Nxh5 
42 Ne2+ 

45 Nxd4 

After the correct 39 Ne3 !  Whi te main­
tains the balance . If 39 • . .  Kxg3 , then 
Bxb6 h4 4 1  Bc7+ ! But now Black wins by 
force . 

39  Bg4+ ! 
40 Kfl 

In the variation 40 Kd2 Kxg3 4 1  b4 h4 
42 Bxc5 Bxc5 4 3  bxc5 h3 44 Ne3 h2 ! 
45 Nf l +  Kf2 46 Nxh2 e 3+ 4 7  Kc3 Bh5 
Black also wins .  

40 Kxg3 
4 1  Bc7+ Kf3 
42 Nf4 Bf2 ! 
Whi te resigns . 

Against the threat of . . .  e4-e 3  and 
• . •  Bh3+ there is no defence . 

Game No . 90 

Huhner 
(Notes 

English Opening 

Ljubojevia 
by Chandler) 

I c4 c5 
2 Nf3 Nf6 
3 d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4 b6 

More ambi tious is 4 . . .  e 6 .  Now Whi te 
sets up a Maroczy bind formation .  

5 f3 
6 e4  
7 Nc 3 
8 Be 2 
9 0-0 

Bb7 
d6 
Nbd7 
e6 
Be7 

9 . • .  a6 coul d also be played,  preventing 
White ' s  next , as Black wi l l  have to 
play it eventually anyway. 

10 Ndb5 ! ?  

An interesting manoeuvre to place 
immediate pressure on Black ' s  ' d '  pawn . 
Whi te could also opt for a slight 
advantage in space with the routine 
1 0  Be3 0-0 1 1  Qd2 a6 1 2  Rfd l Qc 7 
1 3  Rac l  Rac8 1 4  Bf l Rfe8 1 5  Qf2 Qb8 
1 6  Kh l Bf8 1 7  Nc2 (Hort-Ljubojevi c ,  
Wijk aan Zee ,  1 9 73) . 

1 0  Qb8 
! I  Bf4 Ne5 
1 2  a4 0-0 
1 3  Kh l Rc8 
1 4  Qb3 a6 
1 5  Na3 Bc6 

(See next diagram) 

A comp lex cat and mouse game is in 
progre s s ;  Black i s  trying to free him-
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sel f  by breaking wi th • . .  dS or • • •  bS , 
while Whi te seeks to prevent this and 
further increase his spacial p lus . 

1 6  Rfdl Qb7 
1 7  Rd2 Rab8 
1 8  Qd l NhS 
1 9  Be3 Ng6 
20 Nc2 Rd8 
2 1  Nd4 Be8 
22 aS bxaS 
23 RxaS 

HUhner looks to have created some chances 
for Whi te by giving Black a second weak 
pawn , on a6 . Howeve r ,  Ljubojevic ' s  
considerable experience in these ' uni­
versal sys tems ' does not let him down , 
and he s trikes back in the centre . 

23 Nf6 
24 Qa l Ra8 
25 Nc 2 NeS 
26 b4 Nc6 
27 Ra4 dS ! 

28 bS 

On 28 c xdS Nxb4 i s  very s trong. Now 
Whi te gains a passed ' b '  pawn , but is 
forced to give Black a protected passed 
centre pawn in return . 

28 axbS 
29 cxbS Nb4 ! 

Virtually forcing Whi te ' s  reply,  as 
30 e xdS NbxdS 3 1  NxdS NxdS gives 
Black a tremendous knight outpost on dS , 
probably re sul ting in the early demi se 
of Whi te ' s  ' b '  pawn . 

30 eS Nd7 
3 1  Nxb4 Bxb4 
32 Rda2 Rxa4 
33 Nxa4 Ra8 
34 f4 ? !  

I prefer 34 Bd4 , preventing Black ' s  
next , and thus keeping Black ' s  knight 
passive . 

34 f6 ! 
35 exf6 Nxf6 
36 b6 Qc6 
37 Nb2 Rxa2 
38 Qxa2 Qc2 

On 38 • • •  Qc3 immediately Whi te plays 
3.9 Nd3 . 

39 Bd3 Qc3 
40 Qb l Bd6 
4 1  Qc l 

Drawn . 

Black should have played on - e . g .  
4 1  • . .  Qxc l +  4 2  Bxc l Bc6 4 3  Ba6 (43 Be3 
Ng4 44 Bd4 Bxf4 ) 43 • . •  Nd7 44 Be3 BcS ! 
45 BxcS NxcS 46 Bc8 (or e l se . . .  Nd7 
wins a pawn) 46 • • •  Kf7 ,  and the black 
king marche s over to the Q-side winning 
at least a pawn . 



APPENDIXES 



1 9 0  

.... 

& 
0 
...J 
w 

2560 * 

2550 +/ 
2540•/·+; * 
2530� 
2520r 25 1 0* --* 
2500 2490 
2480 
2470 ;·� 
2460 

• 

2450 

:::;· 2420 
24100-

1970 

Appendixes 

* Ljubojevic 

� HUbner 

• Karpov 

o spassky 

0 Larsen 

• Tal 

x Portisch 

• Timman 
+ Kavalek 

0 Hort 

1978 

X 

1979 . 1980 



I Karpov 

2 Tal 

3 Porti sch 

4 Ljubojevic 

5 Spas sky 

6 Timman 

7 Hort 

8 HUhner 

9 Kavalek 

1 0  Larsen 

I 

* 

- -

- -

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

- -

- -

0 -

- I 

RATING L IST 
(from FIDE data on 1 st January 1 979)  

Karpov 2705 Tal 
Portisch 2640 Hort 
Spas sky 2640 HUhner 
Timman 2625 Kavalek 
Larsen 2620 Ljubojevic 

Average rating 2622 

2 

- -

* 

- 0 

- -

0 0 

- -

- -

- 0 

0 -

0 -

3 

- -

- I 

* 

- -

- -

- -

0 -

0 -

- -

0 0 

TABLE OF RESULTS 

4 

I I 

- -

- -

* 

- I 

- -

0 0 

- -

0 I 

0 -

5 

I I 

I I 

- -

- 0 

* 

- -

- -

- 0 

0 -

I 0 

6 

I I 

- -

- -

- -

- -

* 

- 0 

- -

- I 

0 -

7 

- -

- -

I -

I I 

- -

- I 

* 

- -

- -

0 0 

8 

- -

- I 

I -

- -

- I 

- -

- -

* 

0 I 

0 -

26 1 5  
2600 
25 95 
2590 
25 90 

9 

I -

I -

- -

I 0 

I -

- 0 

- -

I 0 

* 

I 0 

(N . B . For ease of reading, draws are signified by dashes )  

1 9 1  

1 0  Points Place 

- 0 1 2  1 -2 

I - 1 2  1 -2 

I I I O !  3 

I - 9 4 

0 I 8 !  5-6 

I - 8 !  5 -6 

I I 8 7-9 

I - 8 7 -9 

0 I 8 7-9 

* 5 ! 1 0  2 



ROUND-BY-ROUND SCORES 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0  

Karpov ! q 2 3 3 !  4 4 ! S !  6 !  7 

Tal I q 2 2 !  3!  4 4 !  S !  6 7 

Porti sch I q 2 !  3 !  4 4 ! 5 S !  6 6 !  

Ljubo jevic I q 2 3 3!  4 5 5 S !  6 

Spas sky 0 I q q 2 2 !  3 3 3!  3!  

Timman ! ! I q 2 2 !  3 !  4 4 ! 4 !  

Hort 0 ! I q 2 2 ! 2 !  3 4 4 !  

HUhner ! q q 2 3 3 !  4 4 ! 5 S !  

Kavalek ! ! I I I I q t !  q 2 ! 

Larsen 0 0 ! ! ! q q 2 !  2 !  3 

-

1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  

8 8 9 9 !  

7 !  8 9 9!  

7 7 !  8! 9 

6 !  7 7 n 
4 4 !  4 !  5 

4 ! 5 6 6 !  

5 S !  S !  6 

6 6 !  6 !  6 !  

3 3!  4!  S !  

3 !  4 !  4 !  5 

I S  1 6  

1 0  t O! 

t O !  1 1  

9 9 !  

7 !  8 !  

6 7 

7 7 !  

6 !  6 !  

7 7 

6 ! 7 

5 S !  

1 7  

t J ! 

I J ! 

1 0  

8!  

8 

8 

7 

7 !  

7 !  

S !  

1 8  

1 2  

1 2  

t O! 

9 

8!  

8!  

8 

8 

8 

S !  

..... 
"" 
N 

� 
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"' 
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The Cardiogram of a Chess Game 

Some twenty years ago grandmaster David Brons tein put forward the idea of 
systematically record ing the t ime spent by the players on each move during 
a game . The collec t ion of such informat ion would , in his op inion , provide a 
r ich source of material for res earch wor k.  

What can we learn from this t ime char t ,  this d ist inctive card iogram of a chess 
game? In the first ins tance one is s truck by the nerve-centres of the duel , 
the cr itical points of the game , and the interact ion between the rhythms of 
White and Black . The card iogram can also tell us  about many other things : at 
what point an original strateg ic plan or spectacular combination was conceived ; 
what was the react ion to a difficu lt  move by the opponent , especially if it 
was an opening innovat ion; about the speed of a chess player ' s  think ing at 
various stages of the game , and so on . 

Nowadays , in practically all major events , a t ime-s tudy of the games is made . 
The ' Tournament of Stars ' was no except ion . 

Below we give f ive games from the Montreal Tournament , with the cumulative 
t imes in minutes given in bracke ts , underneath each cardiogram . 

193  



1 94 

KARPOV 

No . 6  

TIMMAN 

Pirc -Ufimtsev Defence 

The Cardiogram of a Chess Game 

40 

Move No. 

1 e4 ( 0 )  d 6( 0 )  2 d4 ( 0 )  Nf6 ( 0 )  3 Nc3 ( 0 )  g6(0)  4 g3 ( 0 )  Bg7 ( 1 )  5 Bg2 ( 0 )  0-0( 2 )  
6 Nge2 ( 1 )  e5 ( 3 )  7 0-0( 1 )  Na6 ( 7 )  8 Re1 ( 2 )  c 6 ( 1 0 )  9 h3 ( 5 )  Re8 ( 1 5 )  1 0  Bg5 ( 1 3 )  
h6(45)  1 1  Be3 ( 14 )  Qc7 ( 54 )  1 2  Qd2 ( 1 8 )  Kh7 ( 54 )  1 3  Rad 1 ( 22 )  Bd7 ( 65)  14 g4 (40) 
Rad8 ( 6 5 )  1 5  Ng3 (41 ) Bc8 (80)  1 6  f4 ( 5 2 )  b5 ( 9 1 )  17  a3 ( 5 7 )  b4 ( 9 6) 1 8  axb4 ( 5 8 )  
Nxb4 ( 9 6) 1 9  Nce2 ( 60 )  exd4 ( 98 )  20 Nxd4 ( 6 9 )  a5 ( 1 06 )  21 c3 ( 7 8 )  Na6 ( 1 0 7 )  22 Qc 2 ( 7 8 )  
Bd7 ( 1 1 3 )  2 3  Nf3 ( 8 2 )  Re7 ( 1 2 5 )  2 4  Bf2 ( 88 )  Be8 ( 1 28 )  2 5  Od3 ( 9 1 )  Qb7 ( 1 3 1 )  26  Ra1 ( 92)  
Nc7 ( 142 ) 27 Rxa5 ( 9 2) Rdd 7 ( 14 2 )  28  b4 ( 100) Ne6( 142)  29  Be3 ( 1 04 ) c 5 ( 143 ) 30  f5 ( 1 10 )  
Nd8 ( 1 4 3 )  31  b 5( 1 1 9 )  Kh8 ( 145)  32  Bf2 ( 1 2 2 )  Qc7 (147 ) 33 Ra4 ( 1 2 2 )  Qb8 ( 148)  
34  c4 ( 1 23)  Ra 7 ( 148)  35 Rxa7 ( 1 2 3 )  Rxa7 ( 148)  3 6  e5(125)  dxe5 ( 14 9 )  37  Nxe 5 ( 1 2 5 )  
Ra2 ( 1 4 9 )  38  Bxc5( 1 28) Resigns 
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Move No. 

PORTISCH HUBNER 

No . 1 2  
Engl ish Opening 

1 c4 ( 0 )  Nf6 ( 0 )  2 Nc3 ( 0 )  c5 ( 0 )  3 Nf3 ( 0 )  d 5 ( 0 ) 4 cxd 5 ( 0 )  Nxd 5 ( 0 )  5 d4 (0)  
cxd4 ( 6 )  6 Qxd4 (4)  Nxc3(6)  7 Qxc3(4)  Nc 6(8 ) 8 e4 ( 5 )  Bg4 ( 10 )  9 Bb 5 ( 6 )  Rc8(11 ) 
10 Be3 ( 1 6) Bxf3 ( 12 ) 1 1  gxf3 ( 1 6) a6 ( 14 ) 1 2  Rd1 ( 1 8 )  Qc7 ( 14 ) 13 Bxc 6+ ( 20 )  Qxc 6(37 ) 
14 Qd4 ( 3 0 )  f6(43 ) 1 5  0-0(36)  e 5 (44 )  1 6  Qa7 (47 ) Be7 ( 95 )  1 7  Rcl (4 9 )  Qd7 ( 95 )  
18 Rxc8+ (49)  Qxc8 ( 9 5 )  1 9  Rc1 (49)  Qd7 ( 97 )  20 Qa8+ ( 5 5 )  Bd8 ( 97 )  21 Rc8 ( 8 5 )  
Kf7 ( 1 10)  22 Bb6(100 ) Bxb6( 1 1 5 )  2 3  Rxh8 ( 100) Kg 6(12 0) 2 4  Qe8+ ( 105)  Qxe8 ( 1 20)  
25  Rxe8 ( 1 05 )  Bd4 ( 1 21 )  26 b4 ( 1 06 ) Bc3 ( 1 22 )  27 a3 ( 1 1 0 )  Bb2 ( 123 ) 28  a4 ( 1 1 0 )  
Ba3 ( 1 24 ) 29 Rb8( 11 0 )  Bxb4 ( 1 24 ) 3 0  Rxb7 ( 1 10)  Bc 3 ( 126)  31 Kf1 ( 1 1 1 )  h5 ( 1 2 6 )  
32 Ke2 ( 1 1 3 )  a5( 130) 33 f4 ( 1 2 5 )  exf4 ( 131 ) 3 4  Kf3 ( 1 2 .S) f5 ( 1 38 ) 3 5  Rb 6+(126)  
Kg 5 ( 138) 36 Rb 5 ( 126) g6(138)  3 7  e5 ( 1 2 8 )  Bd2 ( 144 )  38  h4+ ( 1 34 ) Kh 6 ( 145 ) 39  Rb7 ( 1 34 ) 
Resigns 
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LARSEN 

No . 20 

PORTISCH 

Engl ish Opening 

5 

The Cardiogram of a Chess Game 

15 20 

Move No. 
25 30 40 

1 c4 ( 1 4 )  e5 ( 1 )  2 Nc3 ( 14 )  Nf6 ( 1 ) 3 Nf3 ( 1 5 )  Nc6 ( 1 )  4 d3 ( 1 5 )  d 6 ( 1 )  5 g3 ( 1 5) g6( 1 )  
6 Bg2 ( 1 5 )  Bg7 ( 1 )  7 Rbl ( l 5 ) a5 ( 2 )  8 a3 ( 1 5 )  Nd4 ( 1 4 )  9 b4( 1 7 )  axb4 ( 1 4 )  1 0  axb4 ( 1 7 )  
c 6 ( 1 5 )  1 1  b 5( 3 5 )  0-0 ( 1 7 )  1 2  bxc 6( 4 5 )  bxc6 ( 1 7 )  13  Nxd4 (45)  exd4 ( 1 7 )  14 Ne4 ( 4 6 )  
Nxe4 ( 30 )  1 5  Bxe4 (48 ) Ra6 ( 31 ) 1 6  0-0 ( 51 ) Bg4 (42)  1 7  Bf4 ( 5 2 )  f 5 ( 64 )  1 8  Bg2 ( 5 6 )  
g5( 64 )  1 9  Bd2 ( 5 6)  f4 ( 64 )  2 0  Rb7 ( 8 6 )  Qc8 ( 68 )  2 1  Qbl ( 9 2) Be5 ( 9 5 ) 22 gxf4 ( 99 )  
gxf4 ( 9 5) 2 3  Khl ( lOO)  Ral ( l02 ) 2 4  Qxal ( l 05) Qxb 7 ( 1 0 2 )  2 5  Be4 ( 1 1 2 )  Kh8 ( 105)  
2 6  Rgl ( l l 5 )  Bxe2 ( 1 1 8 )  27 Qel ( l 3 5) Bh5 ( 1 20)  28 c5 ( 1 3 6 )  Rg8 ( 1 3 7 )  2 9  Rxg8+ ( 13 9 )  
Kxg8 ( 13 7 )  30 cxd6 ( 1 3 9 )  Bxd 6 ( 1 3 7 )  31  Qc l ( l41 )  £3 ( 1 3 9 )  32  Bxc 6( 14 5 )  Qc7 ( 14 2 )  
3 3  Qc4+( 1 47 ) B£7 ( 14 2 )  3 4  Qb5( 148)  B£4 ( 14 2 )  35 Bb4 ( 149)  Qc8 ( 148)  3 6  Qc5 ( 1 4 9 )  
Bh6 (148)  37 Bx£3 ( 14 9 )  Qh3 ( 148)  38 Bg2 ( 1 50 )  Qxd3 ( 14 9 )  39  Qc8+ ( 1 50 )  Kg7 ( 149)  
White lost on t ime 
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TAL LARSEN 

No . 22 
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Sici1  ian Defence 

Appendixes 

Tal 

Jl 
= = •> . . . . .  · · :r � 

Lorsen 

5 10 15 20 

Move No. 
25 30 35 40 

1 e4 (0)  c 5 ( 6 )  2 Nf3 ( 0 )  Nc 6( 6) 3 d4 ( 0 )  cxd4 ( 6 )  4 Nxd4 ( 0 )  Nf6 ( 6) 5 Nc3 ( 0) 
d6 ( 6 )  6 BgS(O ) e6 ( 7 )  7 Qd2 ( 1 )  Be7 ( 7 ) 8 0-0-0 ( 1 )  a 6 ( 8 )  9 f4 ( 2 )  Qc7 ( 8 )  
1 0  Be2 ( 5 )  Nxd4 ( 20 )  1 1  Qxd4 ( 6 )  b 5 ( 20 )  1 2  e5( 1 5 )  dxe5( 2 2 )  1 3  fxe5 ( 1 5 )  Nd5 ( 23 )  
1 4  Bxe7 ( 3 5 )  Nxc3 ( 2 5) 1 5  Bf3 (36)  Nxd 1 (4 7 )  1 6  Bd6(40 ) Qc4 ( 59)  1 7  Qb 6(4 1 )  
Nf2 (60) 1 8  Bc6+( 4 7 )  Bd 7 ( 60) 1 9  Bxd7+(47)  Kxd7 (60) 20 Qb7+(47)  Kd8 ( 61 )  
2 1  Qxa8+(47 ) Qe8 ( 61 )  2 2  Qa 7 (47 ) Res igns 

1 97 
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LARSEN 

No . 3 8  

SPAS SKY 

Queen ' s  Gambit 

The Card iogram of a Chess Game 

Move No. 

1 c4 ( 4 )  e6(0)  2 Nc3 ( 5 )  d5(0)  3 d4 ( 5 )  Be7 ( 0 )  4 cxd 5 ( 6) exd5 (0)  5 Bf4 ( 6) 
c6(0)  6 e3 ( 6 )  Bf5 ( 1 1 )  7 Bd3 ( 6 )  Bxd3 ( 1 2 )  8 Qxd3 ( 6 ) Nf6 ( 1 2 )  9 Nf3 ( 6 )  Nbd7 ( 1 4 )  
10  0-0( 7 )  0-0( 1 6 )  1 1  Rab1 ( 7 )  a5 ( 1 7 )  1 2  h3 ( 1 1 )  Re8 ( 1 7 )  13 a3 (16)  a4 ( 21 )  14  Qc2 (28)  
Qa5( 2 1 )  1 5  Rfd1 (35)  Bf8(48) 16  Ne5 ( 3 7 )  Re7 ( 70)  1 7  b4 (53)  axb3 ( 7 7 )  18  Rxb3(54 )  
Nxe5(92)  1 9  dxe5( 64 ) Nd7 ( 94)  20 Rxb7 ( 6 6) Qxa3 ( 96 )  21  Rc 7 ( 8 5 )  Qc5 (1 02)  
22 Rxd 5( 105) cxd5( 104 )  23 Rxc5 ( 105)  Nxc 5 ( 1 04 )  24 Nxd5(105)  Rea7( 108)  25 Bg5 ( 110)  
Ral + ( l 2 2 )  26  Kh2 ( l ll ) R8a2 ( 1 2 2 )  27 Qf3 ( 1 1 7 )  Ne6 ( 1 2 3 )  28 Bh4 ( 1 17 )  Rfl (l26)  
2 9  f4 ( 1 25 )  Rcl ( l 28)  30 Qg4 ( 13 2 )  Rc4 ( 1 3 5 )  31 Nf 6+( 135)  Kh8 ( 1 3 5 )  32 Qh5 ( 1 3 5) 
Resigns 
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NUMBER OF MOVES PER GAME 

I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0  1 s t 
Cycle 

I Karpov * 1 3  1 7  72 4 1  38 2 7  1 7  4 1  43  309 

2 Tal 32 * 2 1  3 1  32 38 20 1 6  46  22  239  

3 Portisch 42 39 * 52  28 26 5 1  39 29 39 30 2 

4 Ljubojevic 50 22 26 * 22 23 46 44 59 26 375 

5 Spas sky 42 22 1 6  45 * 3 1  1 2  23  5 8  32 2 79 

6 Timman 3 1  I S  3 7  40 5 2  * 52 2 1  1 9  69 3 1 7 

7 Hort 1 4  5 8  4 8  55 25 s o  * 1 2  20 5 3  293 

8 Hlibner 5 3  4 1  26  4 1  45  5 9  1 8  * 32 5 3  257 

9 Kavalek 1 2  22 65 39 43  4 8  1 8  25 * 90 394 

1 0  Larsen ss 3 1  45 42 32  6 1  4 2  43  32 * 4 2 7  

2nd Cycle 33 1 282 344 360 322 393 328 35 1 304 383 

3295 

Total 640 5 2 1  646 735 601  7 1 0  6 2 1  608 698 8 1 0  



Index of Annotators 

(Numbers refer to games) 

Aronin 35 , 80 
Bronstein 7, 72 
Chandler 3, 1 1 ,  46 , 8 1 , 90 
Gufe ld 4 7 ,  50 ,  79 , 83  
Hartston 56 
Hor t  44 
Karpov 6 ,  1 6 ,  5 I , 6 1  
Kavalek 6 3  

) 

200 

Keene 3, 36 , 46 , 65 , 73 
Kho lmov 2 7 ,  4 1 , 7 7 ,  84, 8 9  
Nikitin 2 3  
Polugayevsky 60 ,  6 2 ,  6 9  
Tal I ,  2 ,  4 ,  1 2 ,  1 5 ,  1 7 ,  20 , 2 2 ,  24 , 

26 , 32 , 38 , 40, 42 , 49 , 54 ,  64 , 
6 8 ,  74 , 75 

White ley 2 9 ,  3 3 ,  36 



General Opening Index 

(Numbers refer to games) 

Benoni De fence I 7 ,  I 9 
Caro-Kann Defence 1 1 ,  23 ,  4 3 ,  5 7 ,  64 , 

66 
Catalan Opening 
Centre Counter Game 5 6 ,  83 
Dutch Defence 33 
English Opening 1 2 , 20,  28 

3 7 ,  40,  4 2 ,  4 6 ,  S I ,  62, 6 7 ,  70,  79 , 
84,  86 , 8 7 ,  90 

French Defence 9 ,  1 0 ,  1 8 ,  3 1 , 32 ,  45 , 
48,  75 , 80 

GrUn feld Defence 36 , 60 ,  68  
Irregular Opening 4 7  
King ' s  Indian Defence 3 ,  4 ,  2 9 ,  39  
Modern Defence 7 7  

201 

Nimzo-Indian Defence 25 , 54, 73, 78 
Old Indian Defence 7 
Pirc-Ufimtsev Defence 6 ,  5 3 ,  89 
Queen ' s  Gambit 8,  I 4,  I 6 ,  24 , 38 ,  65 , 

76 , 88 
Queen ' s  Gambit Accepted 5 9  
Queen ' s  Indian De fence 2 1 , 30 , 44 , 4 9 ,  

s o ,  6 1 ,  6 3  
Queen ' s  Pawn Opening 34 , 82 
Re ti�ning 2, SS 
Ruy Lopez I S ,  4 1 , 52,  58,  85 
Scotch Game 2 7 ,  8 1  
Sicilian Defence 5 ,  1 3 ,  2 2 ,  26 , 35 , 

69 , 7 1 , 7 2 ,  74 



Rabar Opening Index 

(Numbers refer to games) 

R E D 

1 4 b  2 OOa 9 ,  4 7  OOa 65 
1 6b 5 O l d  1 0, 45 02d 5 9  
32a 7 9 ,  86 03b 3 1 ' 75 06b I 
33b 20,  3 7 ,  5 1 '  84 03d 4 8  l Oa 38 
33d 4 0 ,  4 6  08b 1 8  ! Ob 24 
34a 6 7  09a 32 , 80 1 2a 1 6  
36b 2 9  1 4 c  2 7 ,  8 1  1 3c 1 4 ,  76 
4 2a 28,  87  24a 58 1 6d 88 
4 3a 90 32b 4 1 ' 85 1 7a 8 
44b 1 2 , 36 , 42 39b 1 5  32a 2 1 ' 30 , 6 1  
45c 62 43b 5 2  33a 49 
47c 70 55 a 7 1  34a 44 
S i b 82 58b 1 3  34b 5 0  
5 2c 34 75b 5 36b 6 3  
66b 33 77a 22,  74 40a 78 
70a 77 78a 26 47c 73 
7 l b  7 85c 69 5 3b 25 
76a 1 7 '  1 9  92b 35 56d 54 
8 l a  5 6 ,  8 3  96a 7 2  65b 60 
84a 89 66b 68  
86b 6 73d 39 
88b 53 85a 3 
90a 1 1  95b 4 
9 l d  6 6  
98c 4 3 ,  5 7  
99b 2 3 ,  6 4  
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Index of Players 

Number s  refer to games .  In each case the first-named p layer had Whi te i n  the game 
given firs t .  Thus Hort had Whi te against HUhner i n  game n o .  8 2 ,  and Black against 
HUhner in game no. 3 7 .  

HORT - HUhner 82,  37 LARSEN - Hort 8 9 ,  44 
Karpov 7 1 ,  26 HUhner 5 5 ,  1 0  
Kavalek 5 9 ,  1 4  Karpov 1 1 '  56 
Larsen 44,  89 Kavalek 2 9 ,  74 
Ljubojevic 35 , 80 Ljubojevic 2, 4 7 
Porti s ch 48,  3 Por tisch 20,  65 
Spas sky 70,  25 Spas sky 38,  83 
Tal 8, 5 3  Tal 6 7 '  2 2  
Timman 1 7 ' 62  Timman 78,  33 

HUBNER - Hort 37 ,  82 LJUBOJEVIC - Hort 80,  35 
Karpov 1 ,  46 �e r  4 5 ,  90 
Kava lek 68,  23 Karpov 8 1 ' 36 
Larsen 1 0 , 55 Kavalek 1 8 ,  63 
Ljubojevic 90 , 45 Larsen 4 7 '  2 
Port isch 5 7 '  1 2  Portisch 9 ,  54 
Spassky 7 9 ,  34 Spassky 2 7 '  72 
Tal 1 9 , 64 Tal 5 8 ,  1 3  
Timman 28,  73 Timman 6 9 ,  24 

KARPOV - Hort 26 , 7 1  PORTISCH - Hort 3, 48 
HUhner 4 6 ,  1 HUhner 1 2 ,  5 7  
Kavalek 86,  4 1  Karpov 2 1 '  66 
Larsen 5 6 ,  1 1  Kavalek 7 7 ,  32 
Ljubojevic 36 , 8 1  Larsen 65 , 20 
Portisch 66 , 2 1  Ljubojevic 5 4 ,  9 
Spassky 1 6 '  6 1  Spas sky 88 , 43 
Tal 76 , 3 1  Tal 30, 75 
Timman 6 ,  5 1  Timman 39 , 84 

KAVALEK - Hort 1 4 ,  5 9  SPAS SKY - Hort 25 ' 70 
HUhner 2 3 ,  6 8  HUhner 34 ' 79 
Karpov 4 1 ' 86 Karpov 6 1 '  1 6  
Larsen 74 , 29 Kavalek 7 ,  52 
Ljubojevic 63,  1 8  Larsen 83,  38 
Portisch 32 ,  77  Ljubo jevi c  72 , 2 7  
Spas sky 5 2 ,  7 Portisch 4 3 ,  88 
Tal 85 , 40 Tal 49, 4 
Timman 5 ,  50 Timman 60 , 1 5  
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TAL - Hort 5 3 ,  8 
HUbner 64 , I 9 
Karpov 3 1 ,  76 
Kavalek 40,  85 
Larsen 22, 67 
Ljubojevic 1 3 ,  58 
Portisch 75 , 30 
Spassky 4 ,  49 
Timman 8 7, 42 

Index of Players 

TIMMAN - Hort 62 , 1 7  
HUhner 73 , 28 
Karpov S I ,  6 
Kavalek 50 ,  5 
Larsen 33,  78 
Ljubojevic 2 4 ,  6 9  
Portisch 84 , 3 9  
Spassky 1 5 ,  6 0  
T a l  4 2 ,  8 7  




